


















HOURS OF GLORY 1 
................... 
This is the $rst of a new series of 
SOLDIER articles recounting the ex- 
pbits by which fmow regimps won 
everkstieg fmne and glory MI the$eU 
of battk. It te& the story of the South 
Wales Borderers’ heroic stand against 
ovemhebning forces of ferochus Zulus 
at IstWWw- and Rorke’s Drafi 

‘“r - ...,, ..l . ,a 

THE 24th 
HIS month I h e  south Wales Borderers, formerly the 24th 
Foot, commemorate a day of horror and h e r o h  With few 
parallels in British regimental history. On tha4 day-22 T January, 187-t lsandhlwnaa and at Rorke’s Drift, in Zulu- 

Ind, South Africa, the 1st and 2nd Bmttalions of the 24th Foot 
together lost 21 officers and 590 
other ranks killed or died of engaged, but the defence of 
wounds. But by grim, diseil imd Rorke’s Drift afterwards, by one 
fightins they killed more Yhan detached company of the 2nd 
1400 of the overwhelming hobis Battalion. was a complete success 
of Zulu warriors who attacked and probably saved the border 
them. districts of Natal, south of Zulu- 

The battle of IsandMwana land, from the horrors of a fero- 
ended in the massacre of almost cious Zulu invasion. 
the whole of the British force Isandhlwana (‘‘Little H a n d )  

BUT THEY SAXEL NATAL 

SOLDIER’S fr 
cover by S t  
C a m  e r  a m  - .. 
FRANK TOMP- 
SETT is  the De 
Neuville painting 
depicting t h e  
saving of the  
Qumn’r Colour by 
Lieutenants hi- 

Coleur) d coo- 
hilLBotIwemkll1. 
ad and awardd 
the Vlctorla Crou 
posthumously.  

V l l l  (holdi~ * 

the defence of the camp. Even 
the transport ox-wagons had not 
been formed into the customary 
“laager.” When the first mass of 
Zulus appeared-*’like a great 
black cloud,” as one of the few . .  

were having their mid-day 
dhner, and the reat, in formed 
groups, had pushed out beyond 
the camp in difierent direetions. 
The men leapt at once to arms 
but it was too late to make any 

assault with simultaneous attacks 
by the “horns” on the flanks. For 
a time, accurate shooting by the 
British and native rieemen kept 
them back (if the ammunition 
swdv could have b a n  main- 2 wnite survivors said, ”the pranc- proper defensive arrangements.. t a & d  the attack might have ~~~ latvitably,~the ~. d w y  6rc of 

ing, plumed but otherwise naked The Zulus came on in a wide been broken completely). But the the Mart~ni-Hedry r i b  
warriors shaking their assegais crescent formation- central main firing line was in the open, slackaaed. A horde of Zulus saw 
and black-and-white shields in their EBpRce and n@d fonuard 

OVER... 
mass with two forward-curving 400 yards from the camp, and 

the sunlight”--moft of th troops “hord -des igned  for a frontal there was dire trouble in gettjq 
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NATIONAL SERVICEMEN 
spirit the Regiment publishes its able. Sir Francis would have 
own newspaper. one or two shocks if he could re- 

Battery Sergeant-Maj& H. M. visit the place today. The officers' 
Condon, who has served with the mess used to be the Governor's 
Regiment for 22 years believes of 20 to do most of the general in showing off the walking-out House (the Governor of the 
that the new establishment makes duties is required," says the com- dress with which most of the Citadel is Lieutenant-Colonel 
for greater efficiency as every- manding officer. Regiment. have recently been Webster) and the Royal Chapel 
body has to be able to do more Two places where National issued. Plymouth offers many is now the garrison church. He 
than one job and there is a much Servicemen are most missed are facilities and amenities in off- would be. astonished to see 
greater sense of comradeship. the Orderly Room and the duty hours, including sailing in soldiers drilling to the sound of 

music without a band in sight. 
worries. Restricted manpower the Regiment has finally settled The barracks, built inside the The music c o m a  from a tape 
means that men go on guard and down and there is less documen- granite walls of the ancient for- recorder and gramophone 
act as mess orderlies as often as, records operated by the Orderly 

more than two or three guns be 
taken out on exercise at one time. 
At present the Regiment employs 
only five civilians; "a minimum 

enjoy being stationed in the Royal 
Citadel andappreciateliving near 
a large city where they can vie 
with sailors and Royal Marines 

But the new Regiment has its Quartermasterss stores. But when the summer months. 

tation, the problem should sort tress that Sir Francis Drake per- 

The Roxd Citqdel, ' ' 

home ol the only 
regiment with no . 
btieml s.r*i- 

Left: The aunnan in 
Plymouth drill to the 
round of " ~ n n d "  
music recorded by 
the bond ofthe Royol 
Mariner. Disc jockey 

'~ is Sgt. J. Fellowas. 

F. R. Webrtsr. with 
his bo'ttery com- 
manders (right to 
l e f t )  M o j o r r  D. 
O'Flaherty  D S O ,  
A. Howord MC, P. 
Mcbyd MC. C Llnd 
ond R S M  Kent. 
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... And Commandos 'Invaded' Sardinia 1 
NOVEL. fenhue of tbe went "Invasion" d Sadbdn by 9 
c a m b W  T o m  of mldkn, snilon, airmen' a d  RWd 
-a, w m  the Inmding by ne. of an A r m y  Air Corp.- 
Awter &&. 

Beached before dawn from a tank landing craft, the Auster was 
s$e,edily prepared for flight and soon after first-light t?& off from an 

The exercise, called "Eagle," was mounted in Malta.some 300 miles 
~' away. and entailed a four-day voyage in rough seas to the southern 
.' coast of Sardmia. In the small hours, men of 45 Royal Marine Com- 

mando. with Sappers of 17 Field Squadron, Royal Engineers (from 
..,. Tripoli) and a beach seclion of Military Police, waded ashore. Tanks 

d IS' R O ~ O I  Mortne Commondo wade ashore bdore . ~ T h q  had died from Malto, four days royoge awo~.  

. .  'improvised airstrip to spot targets for the Royal Navy s guns. 
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