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Once a year we

look forward to
our 1nvestors

getting cold feet.

M \‘"

It's not a boast you would expect to hear
from one of the country’s most reliable investment
companics.

But each February, Hill Samuel sponsor the
[nter-Services Ski Championship.

It's just one example of our strong links with
members of the armed forces at all levels.

For as little as £20 a month you can start
investing with us—guided by our team of advisers
who really understand the needs of service people
and their families.

Our range ol financial plans is second to none,
and we normally insure service aircrew with the
minimum of tuss and without extra ﬂ}'iﬂg premium.

We'llalsohelpyoutoarran ge yourmortgage and
plan for school fees.

And if you are about to leave the service we
will help to make the transition to civilian life
a comtfortable one.

For more information, (‘lip the coupon.

Atter that, it's downhill all the way.

, 12/16 Addiscombe Road, Croydon, CR9 6BP. Telephone: 01-686 4355.
l I would like to know more about Hill Samuel’s range of services.

’ Name

’ Address




NAM JUNGLE
BOOTS

As used by the G.I's in
Vietnam. Lightweight yet
strong, olive Green canvas
sides and tongue leather
uppers, DMS soles —
Sizes: 7 to 11

0

e =
£32.50 ;; ;-

GDG TRADING LIMITED
of ST. ALBANS

SUPPLIERS OF GOVERNMENT SURPLUS US CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT AND MILITARY TAILORS

BRAND NEW RIDING DUT SUITS. Unissued Swiss Army cavalary
suits, in field green best quality all wool Melton a very warm
garment for those early moming ride outs, jacket is double
breasted, high storm collar, deep gauntiet cuffs, three quarter
length, lined, large deep poacher packets with flaps, collar can
button right across for full protection, in all sizes, trousers are
full jodphur style, peak back with back strap, button grip at
ankle, 2 side pockets, 1 hip, in all sizes up to 42 waist, jackets
are £15.50, trousers are £10.50

SNOW SUITS. German Army skiing suits in white drill cotton,
jackets are parka style with large map pockets, hood and draw
string, large wrap aver collar for protection, in white drill cotton
with camouflaged splashes reversible in plain white, trousers
are full combat style with large map pocket all sizes at £36
JUNGLE BOOTS. Genuine trand new issue as used by the USA
forces in Vietnam, lightweight yet very strong, olive green
canvas sides and tongue, leather uppers, DMS soles, all sizes
up o size 12 £32.50

FLYING SUITS. Brand new olive green or orange, aircrew mark I,
well made from 34 separate pieces, 2 way zip on front, 2 chest
waist and leg pockets, velcro tighiners on each side of the
waist, and on each cuff, pencil pocket on sleeve, £45

CAPES, Genuine brand new issue British forces Falklands issue
para smocs, fully waterproof, DPM, camouflaged, hooded,
large flap pockets, draw string, zip and velcra front, all sizes up
to 48, only a limited amount left, £35

WOOL OVERCOATS. In bottle green, slate grey, blue grey and
navy blue, all are ex-German forces issue, full length all wool
double breasted style, a real top quality garment, half belt at
back, farge full storm collar for upmost warmth, wom by officers
of three armed forces, in all sizes up to 50 chest, £18
COMBAT JACKETS. Ex-forces grade | issue, olive green double
textured cotton drill, same style as USA army, £15

POACHERS COAT, Made for the Dutch police, black heavy double
textured oiled and waxed cotton for fully waterproofing, hooded,
2 large patch pockets, 2 slanted pockets, storm cuffs, draw
strings. poacher pockets, fully lined, detachable hood, all sizes.

£50

COMBAT PULLOVERS. The genuine article brand new issue, not
to be confused with cheaper imitations. all woal heavy rib knit,
crew neck, epaulettes, all sizes including extra large, in the new
bottle green, olive green, airforce blue, navy blue, £18.
WAXED CAMOUFLAGED COMBAT JACKETS. This garment is fully
waxed 1o give complete protection, normal combat style, DPM
pattem, 4 large pockets, fully lined, zip and button front, full
jacket length, amust for outdoor sportsmen in all sizes up to 48
chest, £29.50.

HELLI PILOTS FLYING JACKET. Brand new genuine USA issue
holofil jacket, alt sizes in beige canvas cotton, padded lining
wvery warm but not heavy in weight, hood has real coyote fur
hood, £28.75

SHEEPSKIN FLYING JACKETS. Brand new the genuine article,
Mark Vi issue, British flying jackets in antique brown sheepskin,
a rare chance to buy one of these top quality garments, in all
sizes, £135.

LEATHER COATS. Ex German police re issue grade, all sizes in
best quality supple German leather, very dark green double
breasted style, three quarter length, two cross slant pockets
with flaps, cotton velour lined, cost the German police when
new £135, our price £45

RAINCOATS. Now this i1s quality, all wool double breasted style
raincoats belted, full length, not new but reissue condition,
made for German airforce officers, in bluegrey al wool gaberdine,
large storm collar all sizes up to 50 chest, E18

BODY WARMERS. Brand new, DPM camouflaged, 2 large front
pockets, heavy duty zip front, in all sizes up 1o 48 chest, £14.50

We can supply most government surplus, if what you want is not listed give us a ring, arder with confidence, money back if not
salisfied, cheque, postal order or phone your Acoess or Visa no. to

G. D. G. Trading Ltd, Unit 7, Marlborough Road Industrial Estate, Lattimore Road, St Albans, Herts. Telephone 0727 41321 or
evenings and weekend no. 0234 741862. post & packing £2 per item
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BUILDING BOOST FOR LONDON’S 'I'A

Work is starting on a [2.8
million scheme to refurbish
existing old buildings and con-
struct extensive new ones at
the Territorial Army Centre
in Watling Street, Bexleyheath.

When completed in early
1987, the TA Centre will pro-
vide accommodation for the
Regimental Headquarters of
the 71st (Yeomanry) Signal
Regiment and a Light Aid
Detachment REME, together
with 265 (Kent and Sharp-
shooters Yeomanry) Signal
Squadron. It will include
modern lecture/training
rooms, a small TV studio, a
miniature rifle range and a
refurbished drill hall with

changmg facilities, and offices,
garaging and storerooms.

The redevelopment scheme is a
major undertaking and part of an
averall plan to improve London’s
Territorial Army training facilities
and to house modern equipment
properly, says Brigadier Peter
Bowser, secretary of London’s
TAVRA. It also means purpose
built brick buildings will be avail-
able for the Army Cadet Force
and the Air Training Corps.

The design is based on a stable
block with small towers, and a
special feature on one of these
towers is the spelling out, in morse
code, of the Regiment’s motto
Certa Cito (Swift and Sure) using
contrasting bricks.

Foreman contractor
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Herr Friesel toasts
the Sappers as
Stadtdirektor Ulrich
Fasshauer cuts the
tape to open the
bridge

When Lemgo had an engineer-
ing problem, it was only
natural that the town would
turn to 4th Armoured Div-
ision’s talented Sappers to
solve it.

The Stadt needed to carry
out vital maintenance work on
the drainage system near the
town centre. The problem was
that it is effectively an island
of farmland surrounded by
obstacles on four sides — the
River Bega (with no bridges),
a main road with no access, a
railway line without crossings,
and an allotment area with a
footpath running through it!

Unless a temporary bridge could
be laid across the river, there was

SAPPERS BRIDGE THAT GAP

likely to be considerable dnsruptxcm
to road and rail traffic for six
months, besides damage, incon*
venience to local people, and major
expense to the town authorities.

The Sappers willingly took on
the task. The exercise was carried
out by 37 Field Squadron, with
assistance from a section of infantry
from 1 RRW, based in Lemgo.

They erected a Bailey bridge and
when all was completed, the
Deputy Stadtdirektor, Herr Ulrich
Fasshauer, praised the Army for
being so willing to help, and cut
the ceremonial tape so that the
first contractor could cross the
bridge to begin the maintenance
work.

FOLLOW THE LEADER

‘-..

The Gurkhas follow their Colonel-in-Chief, when Prince
Edward VII's Own Gurkha Rifles at Church Crookham.

Field Marshal Sir Edwin Bramall, Colonel of the Regim
ding Officer

~ G

Charles visited the 2nd Battalion King
With the Prince in the Land Rover are
ent, and Lt Col John Brewer, Comman-



FOXY
LADY

What more appropriate place for
outstanding Page Three model
Samantha Fox to pose when she
visited 2nd Battalion The Royal
Anglian Regiment at Colchester
than in a Fox armoured car.

Sam — 36-23-33 in her high
heels — gracefully accepted the
invitation to become the battalion
pin-up and spent an afternoon
autographing calendars as well as
being given a quick course in
driving the Fox around the square.

She is already pin-up to 1
Queens — and to HMS Endurance
— but for 2 R Anglian that
presented no problems. It’s not
for nothing they’re nicknamed
‘The Poachers’!

WHEELBARROW NOW
A MINE KILLER

Wheelbarrow, normally used
for dealing with explosive
devices, has a new job — as
mine destroyer.

The Mark 8 Wheelbarrow
has been meodified so that it
can dispose of mines by burn-
ing through a mine cover and
igniting the explosive, leaving
the mine to burn itself out.
Within five to 45 minutes,
depending on the type of device,
the mine is harmless.

Designed by the Royal Arma-
ment Research and Development
Establishment, the modified Mark
8 — named Redfire — has a
double-tracked chassis giving
better cross-country performance,
and incorporates a 10-foot tele-

When Sappers from 26 Eng-
ineer Regiment landscaped
some ponds near Cologne, little
did they realise that they’d be
honoured with the highest
award of its kind for conser-
vation — The Francis of Assisi
Gold Medal.

The team, based on Plant Troop
2 Field Support Sguadron in
Iserlohn and led by Staff Sergeant
(now Warrant Officer 2) ‘Tiny’

WILDLIFE WORK REWARDED

Small, worked on the project in
the autumn. Their aim was to
excavate some old mill ponds and
recreate a wildlife habitat.

The results so impressed the
German conservation and wildlife
organisation ZZF (Zentralverband
Zoologischer Fachbetrieve-
Deutschlands e, V) that the Royal
Engineers were successfully nomi-
nated for the solid gold Francis of
Assisi Medal.

TOP TROPHY FOR WALES

Three generations examined
the BP Trophy presented to
Major Guy Clarke as Battery
Commander of 211 (South
Wales) Air Defence Battery RA
(V) during the National Arti-

llery Association annual prize-
giving at London’s Guildhall.

With Major Clarke are his father
William, formerly a major in the
Royal Engineers, and his seven-
year-old son David.

scopic boom with a close-circuit
camera and a propane burner. It
will also be equipped with a charge
dropper to enable remote detona-
ton, and a scoop which can recover
a mine from the minefield if
required.

The prototype is being trialled
in the Falklands where there are
plenty of mines upon which it can
practice, an estimated 10,000 still
active after the 1982 conflict.

Redfire will be used there to
dispose of mines which are in
danger of creeping because of wind,
rain or soil erosion. But it is not a
mine detector, and its use in the
Falklands does not mean the
beginning of a new minefield
clearance operation in the islands.

' Wheelbarrow, a burning ambition

LEE FIRES
PARTING SHOT

A long chapter in the life of
the Junior Leaders’ Regiment,
Royal Armoured Corps, at
Bovington Camp has ended.
The Regiment has spent its last
day on the Chieftain firing
ranges at Lulworth on the
Dorset coast.

It was in 1952 that the regiment
first began firing on the Lulworth
ranges and it is estimated that some
12,000 Junior Leaders have been
trained there since then.

Now all Junior Leaders of the
Corps will complete their basic
military training in one year and
then undergo their Chieftain
gunnery training at Catterick,
Yorkshire.

The honour of firing the last
Chieftain round went to the senior
Junior Leader, Junior Regimental
Sergeant Major Lee Mattison, 18,
who had just completed his gun-
nery training and gained the
highest marks in the crew tests.

Lee Mattison, highest marks,
parting shot

CLUB AND COMPANY
SWEATERS

Direct from the mill. Also Sweatshirts, Tracksulits.
Minimum order only 8 for many standard

designs, just 24 for your own badge.

Write NOW for FREE colour leaflet and cuftings
to: Andy Hamnett, SYMBOL SWEATERS,
Burnawn Factory, GALSTON, Ayrshire KA4 8HF.
Tel. 0563 820213.

Please mention ‘Soldier’ when replying.




HREE TIMES annually,

in April, August and Dec-

lember, The Royal Military

Academy Sandhurst, pass-
es out la créme de la créme of its
UK and overseas commissioned
officer, men and women, often 150
at a time, during the prestigious
Sovereign’s Parade.

Three times a year, too, the
Adjutant’s magnificent charger
captures the hearts of thousands
aged from eight to eighty-plus as
at the end of the parade he
majestically mounts the nine steps
to the Grand Entrance of the
venerable Old College with its
gradated access facade of six
columns.

Filling the onerous role since
his first parade of April 7, 1977, is
the 17-year-old grey gelding of
Irish descent, Alexander, (formerly
Smirnoff) who, last month, took
partin his 27th Sovereign’s Parade.
One taken by General Sir Richard
Trant, Quartermaster General.

The 17.1-hands-high horse has
certainly seen his share of the
nation’s and foreign illustrious
reviewing officers during his 90-
minute appearances at the aca-
demy.

He has delighted among orhers
the Queen, the Duke of Kent, the
Prime Minister, Prince Philip,
Princess Margaret, General Ber-
nard Rogers (SACEUR), Field
Marshal Sir Edwin Bramall,
Michael Heseltine, and a couple
of Middle Eastern potentates, King
Hussein of Jordan and Sultan

ALEXANDER STEPS
UP INTO HISTORY

Qaboos of Oman.

Alexander’s debut at the Sand-
hurst Sovereign’s Parade featured
General Sir Roland Gibbs. His
next, in April, will involve Princess
Anne.

Sovereign’s Parades, incident-
ally, started on July 14, 1948, with
King George VI as the inspecting
officer. Only one has ever been
cancelled since, that of February
1952 arising from the King’s death.

Current academy adjutant is
Major Julian Lancaster, Scots
Guards, who has ridden Alexander
five times on the Sovereign’s
Parades.

““Alexander has taken to his task
remarkably well,” he says. “We
have had one or two other horses
in the past who have just not been
suited and they have had to be
returned to unit, as it were.”

Man and horse are usually in
the public eye during the parade
from 10.40 until about 12.15.
Reward for a good performance,
and they are all good according to
Major Lancaster, is a handful of
Tate and Lyle’s best sugar lumps;
about ten of the white cubes.

Preparation for the Sovereign’s
Parade is thorough, a parade in
which Alexander wears the regi-

Tack is scrupulously checked by
Corporal Gareth Mullett, Alex-
ander's groom

An hour’s grooming after breakfast

mental tack of the incumbent
adjutant.

The horse’s current groom of
the last five months is Corporal
Gareth Mullett, Welsh Guards,
who, as a security measure, actually
sleeps in the stable with Alexander
for the week before the parade.

This, apparently, arises from a
time past when pranksters pulled
a super wheeze by substituting a
donkey for the ‘kidnapped’ charger
and then daubing it with blue or
green paint!

Both groom and horse are up at
4am. Alexander goes on a five-mile
walk-and-trotabout in the aca-
demy’s grounds.

Then, it’s back for breakfast and
tucking into 1! pounds of bran
and a pound of pony nuts. This
usually takes ten minutes.

The stable is usually mucked
out. Because he came to Sandhurst
suffering from an equine condition
where his “wind is gone”, Alex-
ander sleeps on wood chippings;
other steeds normally sleep on
straw.

An hour’s careful grooming
follows and a final check made at
9.45. The tack is also scrupulously
checked for turnout.

But Alexander is well used to it
all. It has been estimated that he
has put flawless fetlocked hooves
on the famous nine steps on at

least 300 occasions, including
rehearsals.

The ceremonial of the steps
interlude dates back to 1925
according to local records when a
Major Frederick Browning, then
adjutant of the Royal Military
College (as it was called) started it
off.

He did it, say the records,
because he felt that as everyone
else on the passing-out parade went
into the Old Building it was a pity
that the only mounted member of
the parade should not do likewise.
He followed the parade up the steps
and into the building!

His horse, a grey called Spook,
was highly-trained and negotiated
the steps of the Grand Entrance
and the awkward ones at the back
of the building with the greatest of
ease.

Since those days the custom has
been continually observed. Sub-
sequent investigation, however, has
revealed that the custom was
perhaps observed as far back as
1896 and even then was regarded
as being of long standing. Yet the
reason for its observance at that

What the public don't see, sugar
knobs for Alexander from Major
Lancaster forajob well done once
inside the College (right)

GENERAL SIR Richard
Trant, Quartermaster Gen-
eral, reviewed last month’s
Sovereign’s Parade on be-
half of the Queen.

On parade were 540
officer cadets of whom 150
were receiving their com-
missions into the British
Army. Also passing out were
21 officer cadets from 16
overseas countries includ-
ing Belize, Botswana,
Brunei, The Gambia, Iraq,
Jamaica, Jordan, Lesotho,
Malawi, Malaysia, Mozamb-
ique, Nepal, Oman, Sierra
Leone, Singapore and
Swaziland.

Alexander on parade, sometimes
before royalty

period has not been traced.

Itis the adjutant who commands
all parades, including the Sove-
reign’s Parade, at the end of which
the cadets slow-march off the
parade ground, up the steps and
into the academy to the tune of
Auld Lang Syne.

That adventurous adjutant of
1925 later became, of course,
Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick
Boyd-Browing, of Arnhem fame.

As a preamble to any of the
Sovereign’s Parades, Alexander
usually completes up to half-dozen
rehearsals during a run-up three
weeks, this involving about ten
practice rides up the steps.

When he is not taking part in
his three showpiece parades Alex-
ander has other duties as the
Adjutant’s charger, one of which
is the British Legion parade. He
averages a parade somewhere every
fortnight.

And as horses go, he is popular.
Very popular. Visitors to his stable
after the Sovereign’s Parade bring
an assortment of edible ‘goodies’

No foot faults on the steps (right)

SOLDIER readers may be able tofill in the missing gaps of
Sandhurst Adjutant’s chargers from 1926-38. Spook, a grey
gelding, was there between 1923-26.

Since then, known eguine acquisitions have included,
Blue Tit, a bay mare, from 1938-41; Johnny a dun gelding,
from 1941-45; and Toby, a grey gelding, from 1945-47.

The following are carefully logged: Horse 4148, Mary, a
black mare, from January 1947 to August 1948: 3868 James
Pigg, a grey gelding, from April 1948 until August 1950;
4455 Dastur, grey gelding, from August 1950 to January
1964; 5494 Mars, grey gelding, from January 1964 until
May 1970; 5835 Thor, grey gelding, from May 1970 to
January 1973; 5638 Blue Seal, grey gelding, from January
1973 until October 1975; 6023 Limerick Boy, grey gelding,
from October 1975 until May 1976; 5792 Steel Sword, grey
gelding, in May 1976 (12 days only); 6023 Limerick Boy,
grey gelding, from May 1976 until November 1976: 6001
Vivian, grey gelding, from November 1976 until December
(1’9176; 6148 Alexander, grey gelding, from February 1977 to

ate.

for him. These include carrots, But the adulation does not stop
apples and min‘s with the hole;all  there. Every year Alexander getsa
of it supervised very carefully by host of Christmas cards for pinning
groom Cpl Mullett,

to his stable door.

Story: G”ruhuiill Smith
Pictures: Les Wiggs
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Atter walking along the corridor,
an exit from the back of the
building
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they’re a different matter. They come from China.

“But what's more,” says Rick, “their true place of origin is

Just thought you'd like
to know. .. Britannia
Airways has operated
trooping flights for the
MoD to Germany for 16
years and to Gibraltar
since 1981. Under the
contract, some 180,000
MoD passengers,
including Servicemen
and their families, are |
carried each year.

At present, 80 per cent
of air trooping is done |
by civil air charter. The
remainder is carried out
by the RAF as part of its
peacetime training task.

It is the proud claim of
Britannia Airways that it
is the first airline, outside
the United States, to
complete one million
flying hours on its fleet
of Boeing 737-200
aircraft.

Signalman Malcolm
Lawson, 22, serving with
the Third Armoured
Division HQ and Signals
Regiment, Korbecke, has
won the inaugural Iron
Division photo competition.

His portfolio of eight
photographs portrayed the
theme ‘A year in the life of
a Unit'.

His prize was the
Kronen Brewery Unit
Photographer of the Year
shield and a personal gift.

Latest VIP to visit the
Irish Guards based at
Munster, BAOR is Grand
Duke John of
Luxembourg. Educated
at Ampleforth School in
England, he is the
Colonel of the Irish
Guards and served in
the battalion for five
years from 1942 before
returning to the Grand
Duchy.

When Senior Citizen Harry
B. Brand had to give up
playing his bagpipes
because of bronchitis, he
couldn't bring himself to
sell them — they're more
than 100 years old — so
he gave them to the Scots
Guards at Wellington
Barracks, London. Said
ex-piper Harry from
Hertfordshire: “They were
given to me in my native
Glasgow, when | was 16,
by a very old gentleman. |
felt so sentimental about
them | gave them to the
Guards.

10

unknown and they have no
Latin name. One of the few,
if not the only breed with-
out a universal label.”

Chief clerk with 1 Squad-
ron RCT at Colchester, Rick
is a man with an eye for a
good-looking bird (strictly
the feathered variety of
course, for he is married to
a pretty girl called Debra)
and in the back garden of
their MQ they have an aviary
of 30 fluttering feathered
friends.

A self-described novice,
even though he's been a
birdman since the age of 12,
Rick won eight major shows
last year and needs two
more before entering the
champion class in '87.

“And another thing,”
added Rick, “it's not possible
to determine the sex of a
Bengalese finch by inspec-
tion. It's all done by ear, for
only the cock bird sings.”

No wonder the aviary was
silent, except for the flap-
ping of wings, when pho-
tographer Terry Champion
called... “My best boy has
just fallen off his perch and
died,” said Rick.

He didn’t say whether the
cause of death was through
over-singing. “l reckon he
just caught a cold and fell
off his perch.”

Could be Rick was right.
Just hope he doesn’t have
to travel to China for a
replacement.

Sky’s the limit for

Not much doubt that Bengal tigers come from Bengal, but
Bengalese finches, well now, says Staff Sergeant Rick Pearson,

birdman Rick

and his feathered
friends

STAFF SERGEANT RICK PEARSON, DEBRA AND DAUGHTER HAYLEY: bird-watchers all

Dougie calls it a day

Back in 1937 a sergeant of
the Irish Guards looked
down on 16-year-old
Dougie Covill and said: “Go
round the corner, come
back and say you're 18 and
you can join the Army.”

Dougie did just that and
now, 49 years later as a retired
major Dougie has finally said
goadbye to the service.

As a member of the 10th
Hussars Dougie was in France
in 1940, saw out the whole of
the North African campaign,
including Alamein, and ended
up in Italy on the Gothic Line
at the River Po.

He finished the war as a
sergeant and was com-
missioned QM of the 10th
Hussars in 1960, a job he held

bt 8.8 8 8388883 83 03
I've got you

- COVERED!

This nude’s well covered, butin protecting

her these soldiers are more than exposed!
But perhaps that's the name of the game

in this army. No prizes for guessing which,
but it sure isn’t British.

after
49 years

for the last ten years ot his
Service life.

As a retired major he be-
came station officer at Werl,
Menden and Hamm in West
Germany before moving to
Winchester as families,
housing and welfare officer for
the Light Division Depot

He left with the good wishes
of the Depot, a print of
Peninsular Barracks, Win-
chester and the feeling of a
life well spent.

WIVES WALK

More than £500 has been raised
for physically handicapped child-
ren by wives of soldiers based
at the Depot, The Prince of
Wales’ Division, Powys. Qrgan-
ised by Nikki Watson, Depot
Commander's wife, they covered
a ten-mile route and took along
for company a dog and a pet
rabbit!
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B S W O W, ‘It’s Rgm the
ey I b i . ‘glam’ - TA style

shows through

completed a four-mile s
march with 212 Field Hospital,

xxx

Sheffield, and still managed
an engaging smile.

But within minutes of finish-
ing the trek over the Catterick
moors, Frankie was all serious-
ness as she was called to help
a soldier who had collapsed
with exhaustion.

Frankie, 18 and un-
employed, joined the TA 15
months ago as a trainee
combat medical technician.
She said: “l joined by accident.

“I went along with a friend
to see what was going on and
became interested.

“I have a tremendous time
and | want to join the regulars
as a nurse when I've com-
pleted my training.”

Enough said, except that
Frankie is a marathon runner
and swimmer, having recently
covered 22 miles in her local
pool. Sounds like she’s just
getting into her stride.
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Have-a-go duo
in bank gun
raid chase

Two ‘have-a-go’' soldiers
who tried to foil a bank
hold-up had to abandon
their chase when the gun-
man threatened them with
a pistol.

The two soldiers, from the
1st Battalion The Royal Regi-
ment of Wales, were in Lemgo,
West Germany, when the raid
took place.

One soldier went for the
police while the other waited
for the robber to emerge.

When he did they followed
him, but when threatened had
to drop back. But they were
able to give the police a
detailed description of the
man.

The two plucky soldiers are

not being named for safety
reasons.
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Top 4th Armd

Div post for
ex-PR chief

The new Commander of the 4th
Armoured Division is Major General

**t*ﬁ****ﬁ****ti******ttt‘tit*t*‘tt**

Mike Hobbs.

He took over the BAOR
appointment just before Christ-
mas following a 19-month

FRANKIE WILKS: still smiling after a four-mile dash

PEOPLE

Sandhurst
: security

chief
retires

A man who is mentioned in
no less than ten pages in
the History of the Irish
Guards in the 1939-45 war,
has retired as security officer
at Sandhurst.

Captain Desmond Lynch,
asoldier since 1937 who took
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spell as the
Army's Director

of Public Re-
lations.
General

Hobbs, 48, was
commissioned

: " into the Gren-
Maj Gen Hobbs  gfier Guards in
1958 and has held a number
of regimental and staff jobs,
including command of the 1st
Battalion Grenadier Guardsin
the UK and Berlin.

Educated at Eton, General
Hobbs is married with two
daughters and a sonand lives
in Hampshire.

His predecessor at 4th
Armoured Division was Major
General John Waters who has
moved to the Army Staff
College, Camberley, as Com-
mandant.

VIP visit for Billy

True concern ... the Queen Mother chats to Lance Corporal
Billy Bell of 1 Cheshires, who had a leg blown off by a
terrorist bomb in Northern Ireland. The Queen Mother was
visiting the Queen Elizabeth Military Hospital, Woolwich,
when she met Billy, 26, who has been undergoing treatment
for some years.
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Kids’ holiday help plea

Every year for the past
16 poor children from the
UK have been treated
toa *holiday of a lifetime”
in Cyprus.

“And we hope to go
on doing so for the next
16, says organising
chairman Corporal
Anthony Reeve of the
RAF based at Akrotiri.

But to fly ten young-
sters out from the UK

costs money, and the
Royal Antediluvian Order
of Buffalo, who organise
the event, could do with
some help with cash or
equipment.

If you want to help —
make it your New Year's
resolution — write to
Corporal Reeve, Aero-
med Section, Princess
Mary Hospital, RAF, Akro-
tiri, BFPO 57.

part in much hand-to-hand
fighting in Italy and North
Africa, has finally called it a
day and retired to Lincolnshire.

“But I'm not stopping work.
I'm looking to a new career as
a security consultant,” he said.

A wartime hero who won
the DCM during the final push
on Tunis in 1943, he has
scores of wartime memories,
but rates his role as RSM of
Mons Officer Cadet School,
as RSM of Eton House Cadet
School and the same again at
Dehra Dun in India, among
his career highlights.

He lists his proudest
moment as the day a room at
Caterham was named after
him. “| started the Irish Guards
drill wing there in 1948."

While his job at Sandhurst,
out of necessity, has been
low-profile, he said that while
he had “no tricky moments in
his ten years, things got a little
tense at times.

But now that's all
behind him and the 6
ft 3 inch-tall Dubliner
has moved on. “I've
really enjoyed my time
here and it's my belief
that standards at the
Academy today are
higher than they have
every been.”
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“COMBAT SCULPTURES”
PRESENT

‘THE RIFLEMAN’

EACH STATUETTE IS NUMBERED AND CERTIFICATED

THIS SUPERBLY SCULPTED COLD CAST BRONZE
STATUETTE IS 10" TALL AND FINELY DETAILED.
SEND FOR YOURS NOW!
Combat Sculptures, ¢/o Parker, 51 North Circular Rd London NW10

e e —— e —— —— —— —— — S — G S— — —

PLEASE SEND ME YOUR ‘RIFLEMAN’ STATUETTE,
WITH SIGNED CERTIFICATE.

| enclose chegue/Postal Qrder far £42.00 including postage to:

Combat Sculptures, c/o Parker, 51 North Circular Rd, London NW10,

MILITARY CLOTHING
AND EQUIPMENT

5 Q _g’?

AFull Ranée of Protéctlv;;CIc;thing and Mll'tary
Clothing Manufactured to MOD Standards

Waterproof DPM Suit S.M.L. £23.00
Waterproof DPM 3, Jacket S.M.L. £19.25
Waterproof DPM Basher o0t xenY  E14.7h
Waterproof DPM Map Case Size closed £8.50
(with pen, notebook pocket, 12yt
web and hook attachments Size open
24" x 18"
Waterproof clear map case 24 208 - ed T
with zip fasteners 40 x28". - £5 .95
40" x 36"  -£7.25
One piece DPM sniper suit S.M.L. £30.00
Northern Ireland leather combat
gloves £12.00

All prices include postage and packing

When ordering please state size, style and item. Allow 28 days for delivery.
Cheques made payable to: SES Mail Order, 33 Greenfinch Close, Eastleigh,
Hants SO5 3JN. Tel: 0703 612417

The Ultimate Tailoring Service

for the Services

The best materials are made 1o measure in our

own workrooms 1o give you the finest guality
tailoring. Our personal measuring service
assures you of perfection That's the ulti-
mate lailoring service from Unitormal
m Service Dress. Army Day Shirls Mess
3 Dress Dress Shirts, Miniature
medals and a host of other mili-

L (0532 826102)

tary and civilian wear
prices and free

2
or phone. stating your rame
address and details ol your
requirements

ON ALL UNIFORMS AND CIVILIAN WEAR
FILL IN THE COUPON OR PHONE FOR DETAILS

Name
Address .
Blease givEitelephonemoiiiitr 2 ol T il
Requirements .
Minden Sales Office open daily. I
9am-4.30pm. Tel: 0571 40067 . |

For complete details phone your local
agent either in UK or our Sales Office in

W Yorks.

Minden. ; Our representative will call at
Al written communications direct 10 your convenience. l
Head Office.

Van Dungie House

Meynell Ave,

. UNIFORMAL

|
[
!
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FORDS FOR FORCES

The Complete Service
with Attention to Detail

Endeavour Motor Company

_ MILITARY
TAX-FREE *
SALES

Telephone Mark Mantey
(0273) 550211

Please post to: Endeavour Motor Company
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MAIN DEALER

.

| 90 Preseton Road |
I Brighton, Sussex BN1 6AT |
| |
] |
| N
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IGGING into the history of
military buildings can be a fasci-
nating experience.

SOLDIER has heard of three
such projects which have been taking place
recently, one in Germany and two in England.

Down in Hampshire, a team researching
into the former Royal Victoria Hospital at
Netley, which housed many thousands of
military wounded in battle, have found the
hospital was not the ‘monstrosity’ which it
was labelled in the Press. It was, they say, a
community with a spirit of its own, a very sad
place at times but remembered on the whole
as a happy, friendly place and to some the
place where they spent ‘the best days of their
life’. Now, alas, the hospital is no more.

The researchers have unearthed a story
about wounded French officers who were
fished from the water at Dunkirk and were
surprised at the treatment they received at
Netley hospital. Meals were good — they
were cooked separately from those for other
patients — and they even had wine served
with them.

The French also found it surprising that
even during the war the British still played
tennis at weekends.

The team has also heard about members of
the Voluntary Aid Detachment who were
housed in the barrack rooms there during the
Second World War, but they had no running
water! Cold water had to be collected from
the square and washing took place on the
balcony — even in the coldest weather.

But generally, information on the Second
World War period is sparse, and badly needed.
If any SOLDIER readers have information,
we would be pleased to hear about it and pass
it to the research team.

Another barracks which has been long gone
is Budbrooke Barracks in Warwickshire,
former home of The Royal Warwickshire
Regiment from nearly a century ago.

When the regiment merged with other
Fusilier regiments to form The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers, the barracks was
demolished and the site became the centre of
the village of Hampton Magna. All signs of its
history have vanished, but now it is planned
to build a commemorative garden close to

OLDIER to Soldier

what was once the main entrance to the
barracks.

Donations can be sent to Major A H
Haycock, c/o The Royal Warwickshire
Regimental Association, St John’s House,
Warwick, CV34 4NF.

Over in Germany, the young officers of 3
Armoured Division Transport Regiment have
just completed a study of the history of
Glamorgan Barracks at Duisburg where the
regiment is currently based.

The barracks was originally built as a
Luftwaffe anti-aircraft camp, and after
liberation by the Americans was occupied and
named after the 1/5 (Glamorgan) Battalion
Royal Welch Regiment.

The project took a year to complete and is
still going on, although there has already been
mounted a permanent display in the regimental
headquarters. The team has produced a 32-
page book with photographs from the entire
period of the barracks life, which is available
from the regimental PRI shop.

* * *
HE subject of National Service arose
again recently and one newspaper
report suggested it might be reintro-
duced.

As usually happens following such reports,
there were questions in the House of Commons
probing for information. One such question
asked whether there were plans to recruit
large numbers of unemployed school leavers
into the support arms of the Services.

Mr Norman Lamont, Minister of State for
Defence Procurement, pointed out that MoD
already operates the Armed Services Youth
Training Scheme in parallel to, but separate
from the Youth Training Scheme of the
Manpower Services Commission.

Consideration was being given, he said, to
bringing the ASYTS into line with the MSC
YTS by extending the term from one year to
two, but no decisions had been taken and no

e

wider scheme was under consideration.

The same MP, Mr Kevin NcNamara,
Labour member for Kingston upon Hull, tried
again a few days later, asking if any discus-
sions had taken place about the possibility of
recruiting large numbers of unemployed school
leavers into the support arms of the Forces.

The reply, this time from Mr John Stanley,
Minister of State for the Armed Forces: “This
possibility is not under consideration.”

* * *

HANKS to Mr Martin R Gurney
who took the trouble to write all the
way from Australia (see Mail Drop)
to pass a comment on the complaints
which SOLDIER receives about inaccuracies.

He had noticed that this magazine prints
quite a few letters from readers who notice
that the title of a regiment of unit has been
given incorrectly.

Commenting that some people seem to take
such mistakes as a personal insult, Mr Gurney
says he understands that mistakes are bound
to occur occasionally.

SOLDIER is only too ready to admit that
it should publish military titles correctly,
appreciating the concern over such matters,
and readily apologises if it gets things wrong.
But a little understanding goes a long way.

It was interesting to discover, when
SOLDIER received a copy the other day, that
one regiment appears to have a pre-printed
postcard-size slip which it apparently sends
out whenever an incorrect abbreviation for its
title is spotted.

SOLDIER also received a telephone call
from an officer complaining that the magazine
has spelled ‘collocation’ incorrectly in one
issue.

As Mr Gurney comments: ‘“We must
remember “To err is human, to forgive is
Devine’ .

Sorry, ‘Divine’ — Ed
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Make sure of your
SOLDIER his year
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Start the vear right with an annual subscription
to SOLDIER magazine. You can have 25 issues
of the British Army’s best and brightest magazine
posted to any UK and BFPO address for just
£13.55 (£15.55 elsewhere).

To: The Distribution Manager, SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU

address(es).

I would like to take out/renew an annual subscription
(25 issues) to SOLDIER

I note that the rates are £13.55 (UK/BFPO addresses)
and £15.55 (elsewhere) and I enclose a UK cheque/
UK postal order/International money order
expressed in sterling made payable to Command
Cashier, UKLF.
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Challenger hulls. .. 11,000 bits with
the engine as a single item

Below: Early production stage. Six
months to go before completion

HEN the Shah of Iran got his marching orders from
the Ayatollah Khomeini in 1979, an order for 1,000
main battle tanks for his army went with him.
Simultaneously the hopes of years of work for the
design teams and 1,600 craftsmen at Royal Ordnance, Leeds, took

a sharp and sudden nosedive.

The immediate effect of the
cancellation was to leave them with
a near-empty order book, except
for a British Army order for about
300 tanks — now known as
Challenger — of which about 200
have so far been delivered.

Since at the present rate of
production it takes about nine
months for a completed Challenger
to roll off the production line at
Leeds, it is not difficult to forecast
that a couple of years will see the
end of the current run.

But it was thanks to that
mammoth order of the late Shah
that the Leeds factory was able to
setup its production line, ready to
roll into action on his behalf.

And it was also through his order
for Shir tanks — an acronym for
Shah of Iran — the present-day
Challenger was developed.

The Shir itself was a special
development of the Chieftan, but
when the project was cancelled it
did not take long for Royal
Ordnance experts to uprate the
vehicle and clad it in the hush-hush
Chobham armour which, they
claim, is the best-known tank
protection in the world.

Their alacrity in developing the
Challenger was in no small way
attributable to the cancellation of
the Iran order.

“It made us realise we needed
other orders if we were to stay in
business,” said a company spokes-
man. “Some say it was the best
thing that ever happened to us.”

Now, with privatisation looming
— the Government looks set to
sell off the 16 factories next
summer — Royal Ordnance sales
teams are probing world markets
for their products.

Currently they have their sights
set firmly on Saudi Arabia, coupled
with the fervent hope that their
efforts will yield an order for more
than 100 Challengers.

“The Saudi deal is very import-
ant to us,” said financial director
Bernard Carey.

Meanwhile, as the sales teams
set out to convince potential buyers
that Challenger is the world’s best,
the 1,600 workers at the 69-acre
Leeds site continue assembling the
11,000 bits and pieces that go to
make a Challengeer. “And that’s
counting the engine as a single
item,” said Bernard Carey.

*“We buy in about half the parts
from outside sources with produc-
tion involving 15 of our 16 factories.

“When they are finished and
roll off the end of the line we are
always sorry to see them go.”

But before they leave the site

End of the line for a Challenger.
Tried and tested — except for the
gun, it leaves for an Army store

Below: Turret time. Gently does it
as the gun-housing is lowered for
a final fit

for Army stores they are tested to
their limits, everything that is
except for firing the gun. There is
no way a 120 mm gun could be
fired in Leeds.

Brakes, suspension, engine,
gearbox and final drives, com-
munications, cross-country per-
formance, speed, vertical obstacles,
gradient tests, trench crossing trials
and fording rivers, all get the
chance to test the Challenger,
which never fails to rise above
everything thrown at it.

Sometimes one is dunked in a
huge tank of water to test the hull
for leaks. “But our welders are the
best and we never have any
problems in that area,” said Mr
Carey.

Ironically one of the test team is
ex-RAF man Alan Morley, Alan,
46, and a tank tester for the past
13 years, is one who can give the
thumbs up — or down — for any
test a Challenger is put through.

“Lovely to handle,” said Alan,
having just hurled the 60-tonner
at 35mph round the test track.
“Steers like a car and goes like a
bomb...”

Added Mr Carey: “You could

say we are in love with tanks
here. ..

And that is not overstating the
case. Douglas Cooke, Director of
the Leeds factory, started there as
an apprentice and is now the boss.
Many others, too, have been there
most of their working lives.

Tanks are their business and
they are hoping orders will
continue for their products despite
the problems the tough world of
commerce will undoubtedly bring
when they go private next year.

“But we have a tremendous
engineering facility here,” said Mr
Carey. “We’ve also got a lot of
talent and skill capable of diversi-
fying and expanding into any other
market.”

His words were assuring in that,
if the challenge comes along Royal
Ordnance Leeds will, like their
world-beating Challenger tank, be
in the forefront ready, willing, and
extremely able to take on any test.

Story:
John Margetts
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Officers and Senior NCO’s
uniforms made to measure
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" G.D. Golding

- 121 Approved tailors to the
p— T officers of the Household
- _‘E\g:- Cavalry, REME, RAOC,
Pt | Royal Engineers, RADC,

4 ;i The Blues and Royals,

* i/ The Life Guards, 7th
Sy iy Gurkha Rifles, DERR,

and Eliiliun Juiler RAEC, RA PC, RAMC,

s = RADC, REME, RAOC,

The Royal Engineers,
R. SIGNALS, SASC, APTC, RAChD, Scots D.G.
Royal Artillery.

Exclusively cut and tailored in our own workrooms by
experienced craftsmen, under the personal supervision of
Mr. Golding.

We offer top quality service using the finest Barathea and
Superfine materials, with competitive prices and credit.
Our special fast service is available at no extra charge.
We can also supply: military ties, blazer badges, badges of
rank, Marcella shirts, miniature medals, Sam Browne
belts, spurs, George boots, wellington boots and Viyella
khaki shirts.

Full-sized medals remounted. Service dress hats, side hats

and Blues hats supplied.
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| Our Sales Director will call at your request. Ring 0727 41321 or write |
for details to 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts

THE ROYAL

SOLDIERS’ DAUGHTERS’ SCHOOL
HAMPSTEAD, LONDON NW3

An uninterrupted education for girls between the ages
of 7 and 18 to ‘A’ Level standard

Primary education (7 to 11+) given within the school by qualified
teachers ¥ Secondary education takes place at selected Local
Authority day-schools and colleges % High staff to girl ratio
providing excellent care and extra coaching by graduate staff
* Wide range of artistic and physical educational activities
within the school and maximum use of London educational,
historical and recreational facilities % |deally situated close to
main air, rail and coach termini to and from which younger girls
are escorted % Excellent boarding facilities % 95% of fees covered
by the Boarding School Allowance. % Open to daughters of
serving and ex-service soldiers and airmen.

For Prospectus and full details write to telephone NOW

The Principal, The Royal Soldiers’ Daughters’ School
65 Rosslyn Hill, Hampstead, London NW3 5UD
Telephone: 01-794 7708

Please post to:

ISIS Motors
Elles Road
Farnborough
Hants GU14 7QW
S o ® Low interest finance, German bank rate** *
Name .............. :
® Nominal monthly payments whilst in the U.K.**
* Up to 47 months to repay when abroad
* Insurance may be included in finance
""" e * Comprehensive range of models to suit your
Mxl PhcmP No. ...... eEts
|4 e
Home No.

o
POSTED ABROAD?
SIS MILITARY SALES

FOR YOUR NEW TAX FREE @2

CONTACT

12 months unlimited mileage international
warranty

Excellent service back up throughout Europe

All documentation supplied & processed for you
Qualified staff to advise & assist you

Part exchanges accepted

> 0O *

Posting Date 1
Please rush me information on:

ISIS Motors

Ford model ool s
For use in:
W. Germany
W. Berlin
Holland
Belgium
France

Italy
Portugal
Norway
Gither state v o i I
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Hardly the time, Desmond and certainly not the place “I told you a 24in screen was too big”’
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A Q-and-A special on housing with JOHN STANLEY Mip

Q . Do you propose to
reconcile the concept of
accompanied service with
the desire by Army families
to purchase houses, while
they are still serving and
able to command reason-
able mortgages, particu-
larly when the availability
of council housing is de-
clining?

A. This is a difficult
problem and there is no
simple solution. We cannot,
nor would we wish, to stop
Army families from buying a
house as an investment for
the future. What we candois
to accept that and still make
it possible for the families to
move together on posting
without feeling they ought to
live in their own house. |
recognise that it may be
difficult to move children at
critical stages in their edu-
cation, and | know that Army
wives have their own
careers. These factors tend
to encourage unaccom-
panied service. | can only
say again that | am very
conscious of the problems
some families face when
they are living in their own
house and the Serviceman
receives a posting order. But
for reasons of morale and
peace of mind, accom-
panied service must be
preferable

Q . So do you endorse
the concept of accom-
panied service for all ranks
in the Army where this is
operationally possible?

A . Yes|do.Asaconcept,
itis only right and proper that
Army families should be
together as much as pos-
sible and for that reason a
large married quarter estate
is provided. But there are
times when, for operational
reasons, it is not feasible for
wives and children to be with
their husbands but that is
part of Service life

Q . Whatis the MoD doing
to make accompanied ser-
vice for all ranks in the
Army more attractive? (At
presentfinancial incentive
encourages unaccom-
panied service.) Why not
have a tax preferential
saving scheme for say ten
years, followed by a long-
service loan scheme for
house purchase?

A . Army housing policy is
to encourage accompanied
service and we are con-
scious of the need to make
it as attractive as possible
We are doing everything we
cantoimprove the standard
of quarters within available
resources and there is a
study going on now into
savings schemes to assist
soldiers to save for house
purchase towards the end
of a career.

\

IN MY VIEW

Hel

J/

Of course, unaccom-
panied service is not de-
signed to be financially
advantageous. The married
unaccompanied soldier
does not pay for his accom-
modation because he is not
expected to pay for the
upkeep of two houses — and
if he is unaccompanied
voluntarily rather than for
Service reasons, he pays a
reduced food charge which
represents the amount of
money his family is saving
by his absence

Conditions of service are
designed as far as possible
to help families stay together.
Boarding school allowance
in particular allows the
continuity of children’s edu-
cation to be maintained while
the family moves around.
The Government has
recently abolished the
parental contribution of up
to three per cent of salary
which parents previously
paid towards the third school
children's visit. Improved
entitlement for visits to Great

Britain for families accom-
panying Servicemen
stationed in Northern Ireland
have also been agreed. The
Government always tries to
ensure that, within the limits
of justifiable public expend-
iture, Servicemen and
women are given the best
possible conditions of ser-
vice. We shall continue to
pay close attention to all
conditions of service and to
make any changes that are
justified. In particular we are
conscious of the impact

ON
OF

could

be on
the wa
for you

which allowances and entitle-
ments can have on accom-
panied service

Q . Are you aware that
the Army lags significantly
behind the other two Ser-
vices in percentage of all
ranks who are home
owners, and that the dis-
crepancies in this respect
are increasing? (Figures
are: Navy 1970 44.95%;
RAF 18.9 per cent Army
12.2 per cent. Navy 1983
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Sir Edwin Bramall
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Housing and the Serviceman — a Field Marshal’s view

Field Marshal Sir Edwin
Bramall knows only too
well the housing problems
facing Servicemen and
women. For after 30 years
service even he could only
raise a loan of £3,500 from
Service sources — and he
was 50 then!

In the next issue of
SOLDIER he tells in an

interview with Anne Arm-
strong the disadvantages
faced by soldiers who want
to buy their own homes.

He recounts, too, some
of the housing problem
battles he has waged
during the years on behalf
of Servicemen.

In his view Servicemen
face a terrible dilemma

ttt*‘t**ﬁ********t*itt*ttittt****ti*i***ttt***tt*ﬁtttti*

compared with their civilian
counterparts in the house-
buying market... pay has
kept up, but conditions of
service have almost stood
still since 1979. Whether
you're buying a house or
not, Field Marshal Bramall
raises many interesting
points which will make
absorbing reading.

FEENEE RNy
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— Minister of State for the Armed Forces

65.5 percent; RAF 42.9 per
cent; Army 24 per cenl.

A. | do not believe we
should be surprised that
there are differences be-
tween the Services because
each Service is unique in this
area. The RN traditionally
have a lot of unaccompanied
service and it is maost
important for them that their
families are settled early on.
The RAF are not posted in
the same way as the Army
which often moves whole
units at a time. The Army is
by nature the most mobile of
all three Services and it is
only relatively recently that
more Army families have
been buying houses while
still serving. As your figures
show, the number of Army
house owners is increasing
and it seems likely that they
will continue to do so.

A scheme was introduced
in 1983 to allow Service
personnel to buy surplus
married quarters at a 30 per
cent discount. The Govern-
ment has also implemented
in full (save for staging in
1984) every pay award
recommended by the
Armed Forces Pay Review
Body since 1979. This has
ensured that soldiers have
broadly kept level with those
outside in terms of their
ability to afford ‘mortgage
repayments.

Q . What action is being
taken to modernise MQs
to make them more attrac-
tive and worth the con-
siderable rents paid? Are
you satisfied the new
grading system for MQs
will not operate to the
disadvantage of the most
junior of soldiers, especi-
ally those who will have to
pay Grade 1 charges for
new quarters?

DONTGIVEU
THAT DREAM
A HOME

A. We are conscious of
the influence that the stan-
dard of married quarters has
on accompanied service.
We are doing everything we
cantoimprove that standard
within available resources.

The AFPRB recommend
fairand reasonable charges
for married quarters based
on a comparison with local
authority housing and the
rental element of the charge
is abated by a substantial
amount to help compensate
for the disadvantages which
a Service occupant suffers.

The new grading system,
| believe, is a much fairer
system than the previous
one. It better reflects the
variations in the standard of
Service accommodationand

allows married quarters to
be graded individually, taking
into account factors for
which deficiency points can
be awarded.

Last November a written
Parliamentary answer
revealed the number of
vacant Service houses at
the end of July 1985 to
be 14,235. This total
covered all three Ser-
vices. Of these 5,100
were awaiting or under-
going works services or
modernisation; 250 were
planned for demolition;
3,030 were allocated to
incoming families and
awaiting occupation;
2,700 were being held
vacant for deployment

reasons; 4,050 were
identified as surplus to
requirements and were
in the process of being
passed to PSA for dis-
posal

These figures add up to
more than 14,235 be-
cause the figure of 2,700
quarters held vacant for
deployment reasons in-
cluded 900 undergoing
modernisation and al-
ready counted in the
5,100.

Q . The police have a
number of housing perks,
notleast when it comes to
buying a house, and live
in houses not unlike
married quarters. | under-
stand they live either rent
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JOHN STANLEY MP: no simple solutions

other public sector groups
such as the police to meet
their particular circum-
stances and conditions of
service.

Q. Since advice o
Servicemen is important
should not the Services set
up a proper tri-Service
housing agency?

A. Thereis already a close
liaison between the three
Services on housing sub-
jects. The Servicemen and
women's Housing Guide,
which covers a wide range
of housing matters, is a tri-
Service publication to which
every Serviceman and
woman is entitled. In addition
advice on housing questions
and details of individual

Council houses, and where you stand when it comes

to buying an MQ — see SOLDIER'’s next issue.

free or get arent allowance
and so, | believe, do
firemen. Why are soldiers
treated so differently?

A. Under the agreed
concept of the Military Salary
it has been accepted that
the pay of Service personnel
shall be determined in
relation to the earnings of
those in a wide range of
comparable civilian jobs.
Hand in hand with this, it is
accepted that Service per-
sonnel should pay a fair
charge for both food and
accommodation. Like pay,
charges are set on the
recommendation of the
independent Armed Forces
Pay Review Body. Different
arrangements may apply to

schemes, such as the sale
of surplus married quarters,
are published in Joint Ser-
vice instructions. These pub-
lications are supplemented
by single Service instructions
and pamphlets to ensure that
housing matters are given
the widest publicity within the
three Services. Advice is
always available at unit level
toindividual Servicemen with
a particular housing problem

That the MoD are some-
way to getting their act
together on housing there
can be no doubt, and Mr
Stanley’s department has
additionally agreed that the
various Service publications
on housing should be more
consistent with each other

and alsotake in Scotland and
Northern Ireland

They have also agreed
that the directory of regional
solicitors, already held by
Service legal detachments
at home and overseas,
should be available in places
where there is no permanent
Service legal adviser —
places such as Gibraltar,
Belize and the Falklands.

Thirdly they say the DoE's
leaflet on housing matters
should be more readily
available to Servicemen
overseas.

PACKAGE

To sum up, it is obvious
the housing problemis going
to be around for some years
— at least until a financial
package can be formulated
to help soldiers buy their own
homes. Hopefully the current
study will help solve this.

And, even though the
Assisted House Purchase
scheme is now well buried,
the Minister and his military
andcivilian staffs assure me
they are all working on ways
to ease this perennial prob-
lem.

Personally, my worry is
that Servicemen and women
leaving the Army between
the 12 and 15-year point, or
who leave prematurely on
medical or compassionate
grounds, could well be
caught in the housing trap.

The Minister puts his
views on this topic in Part
Two in the next issue of
SOLDIER. As a former
Minister of Housing he
introduced Case 20 and
more recently the Housing
Guide, which is indicative,
at least, that he is well
aware of our housing
needs.
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NATIONAL SAVINGS-FOR A
WIDER INVESTMENT CHOICE

There are many National Savings
products to choose from, each one

answering a different need.
Which is the one for you?

FIXED INTEREST CERTIFICATES.
A lump-sum investment that gives a
guaranteed tax-free return over five years.
Buy them from your bank or post office.

INDEX-LINKED CERTIFICATES.
A tax-free investment with full protection
against inflation - plus Extra Interest. Buy
them from post ogices.

YEARLY PLAN. A scheme offering
regular savers a high rate of tax-free interest
guaranteed over five years. Application
forms at post offices.

INCOME BONDS. A regular monthly
income at a highly competitive rate, Interest
is paid gross without tax being deducted.
Application forms at post offices.

INVESTMENT ACCOUNT.
Competitive interest with no tax deducted
at source. Specially beneficial to non tax-
payers. From post offices.

DEPOSIT BONDS. A premium rate of
interest on a lump sum investment. Best for
longer term savings. Interest is paid gross
without tax being deducted at source. From
your post office.

ORDINARY ACCOUNT. Immediate
access to money at over 20,000 post offices.
Two levels of interest according to when and

how much you invest - with the first £70 of
interest tax-free.

PREMIUM BONDS. A chance to win
a fortune - over 155,000 prizes a month -
with no risk of losing your stake money;
Application forms at banks and post ogices.

NATIONAL SAVINGS STOCK
REGISTER (NSSR). The easy way to buy
Government Stock (‘Gilts’). The interest is
patd gross without tax being deducted at
source. Details from post offices.

FIND OUT MORE. Leaflets on all these
schemes are available at post offices.
If you prefer to phone, ring 0272 290871 any
time or send the coupon to:
National Savings, FREEPOST
(BS 3333) Bristol BS14YP,

NATIONAL
SAVINGS

— e — — — — — — — — — — — —

I_Please send me details of (tick box)

[ ] SAVINGS CERTIFICATES

[ ] INDEX-LINKED CERTIFICATES
[ ] YEARLY PLAN

[ ] INCOME BONDS

[ ] INVESTMENT ACCOUNT

[ ]

[]

[]

[]

DEPOSIT BONDS
ORDINARY ACCOUNT
PREMIUM BONDS
STOCK REGISTER

MR/MRS/MISS (BLOCK CAPITALS)

ADDRESS

I
|
l
|
I
I
I
I
|
!
I
I
|
I
l
| POSTCODE TS
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As the 500th WRAC recruit parade passes out, ex-RSM
Margaret Ashworth tells John Murgeﬂs

‘D SIGN ON AGAIN TOMORROW’

HE didn’t look a bit like a regimental sergeant major,
the rank she held for most of her 22 years with the ATS

and the WRAC, but more like someone’s granny.
Seeing her now, grey-haired, small, neat and wearing
spectacles, the role of RSM and strict disciplinarian would be
the last job anyone would guess had been hers for all that time.

Margaret Ashworth’s voice
shook slightly as she said: “Those
years were the best of my life . . . If
I had my time again I'd sign on
again tomorrow. Life outside the
Army is just not the same.”

At five feet three inches tall,
Miss Ashworth — “Don’t call me
Maggie” — just scaped past the
minimum height requirement for
the ATS by the thickness of a
cigarette paper.

“That was in 1939 when I
volunteered after a couple of years
with the TA in Manchester, my
home town. Two years later I was
an RSM.”

By today’s standards her rise to
this exalted rank — one she
described as ‘lonely’ — was truly
meteoric.

“I got my first stripe almost as
soon as I joined up, about a month
before the war started. A few weeks
later I was a sergeant.

“The company commander just
handed out stripes to those with
TA service. One week you were a
corporal, the next a sergeant.”

Miss Ashworth, 68 now, told of
her service with the ATS and the
WRAC as she watched the 500th
passing-out parade of recruits at
the WRAC Centre, Guildford —
she was on the first.

“They’re just as good now as
they ever were,” she said watching
the 40 young women with an
average age of 18, accompanied by
the Band of the WRAC, swing
smartly past Lieutenant General
Sir Geoffrey Howlett, GOC
South-East District.

With just seven weeks military
training behind them, the girls of
1 Company did indeed put on a
good show to earn the salute of the
General and the admiration and
applause of several hundred
watching relatives and friends.

*“It was the best thing that ever
happened when the ATS changed
to the WRAC and became part of
the Regular Army. That was in
1949,” she said.

“It meant good careers were
open to young women on the same
level as men.

“Of course it was much different
when I started with the 65th Heavy
Ack-Ack on a gun-site in Man-
chester. Mostly our jobs then

meant acting as cooks and clerks,
making tea and coffee. I think my
pay was about 1s 6d (6p) a day. I
can’t remember my exact pay as
an RSM in 1942, bur I recall
thinking what a princely sum it

$...about £2 a week, I think.”

Ex-RSM Margaret, with the girls of today

While the General, accompanied
by Colonel Audrey Smith, Com-
mandant of the Centre, inspected
the parade — only one girl fainting
despite the intense cold — Miss
Ashworth told of the time RSM
Ronald Brittain of the Coldstream
Guards, was called in to advise the
Centre on how best to organise a
royal parade.

Unsure of the date, but certain
of the occasion at which the
Princess Royal opened the WRAC
Museum, the best-known voice in
the Army was wheeled in to meet
the then commandant.

““Of course you’ll be riding your
horse onto the square...?’ he
asked. There was an uncomfortable
silence before he was politely told
we didn’t have horses, let alone
ride them.

“Leaving the commandant’s
office we went on to this very
square where he suddenly let out a
shout like a fog horn. I’d never
heard anything like it and, as I
only reached just above his waist
height, I got the full blast. I asked
him why he did it and he replied:
‘I’m testing the acoustics.’

“‘Soon after we decided we could
do without his help and his voice.

In the event everything went off

very smoothly indeed.”

And so life for Miss Ashworth
went on. “It was a fascinating time
and I enjoyed every minute, even

down to the time when the gun
crew I was with in Manchester
opened fire on one of our own
planes. That was the day war broke
out. Fortunately they missed. In
fact I don’t think they ever hit
anything,” she laughed.

“When they rebuilt this Centre,
replacing the old huts with brick
buildings, some of us buried silver
‘tanners’ in the foundation. Some-
one will find them one day...”

Listening to Miss Ashworth
recollect the past was indicative, if
not proof positive that life is but a
string of memories. Certainly for
her, her Service memories were
happy ones and she counts her
good fortune for this.

Her only sadness was when her
time came to retire. That was in
1961 and by then she was a captain
QM.

Now she spends her free time as
an active member of her local
British Legion branch near her
home in Guildford.

“Apart from the occasional visit
to the Centre it keeps me in touch
with Service life. Of course we
talk a different language to that of
the present generation of soldiers,
but one thing remains exactly the
same — comradeship.

“It’s a marvellous quality that’s
part of everyday life in the Army.
You just don’t have that sort of
thing in Civvy Street.”




EXT SUMMER will

mark very special

occasions for the

battalions of 5lst
Highland Volunteers — they
will be receiving Colours for
the first time since they were
formed in 1971.

The three battalions will
each hold their separate cere-
monies, probably within three
or four weeks of each other
around mid-summer. For all
three the parades will be the
climax of long periods of
preparation.

Lieutenant Colonel Grenville
Johnston, the commanding officer
of the 2nd Bartalion, 51st Highland
Volunteers, said that his unit had
been saving for the past six years.

“I will be very surprised if it
doesn’t cost us £7,500,”” he added.

Obviously the presentations
mean a great deal for everyone
involved. But for Colonel Johnston
the parade at Elgin will have special
significance.

It will mark virtually the end of
his two year tour as a TA CO of
one of the most widespread units
in the country. Sponsored TA units
recruit right across the whole of
Great Britain, of course, but no
independent formation covers
the extent of 2/31 Highland; the
colonel is quite sure about that.

Certainly neither 1/51 Highland,
based in Perth, nor 3/51, in Stirling
have anything like the same re-
cruiting territory.

On a map in his office at the TA
Centre in Elgin, Colonel Johnston
indicated a line running from
Montrose, on the east coast of
Scotland, northwards through
Deeside and Ballater, across the
Cairngorms, down Loch Ericht,
up towards Fort William, over
Argyll and out to sea south of the
Isles of Eigg and Barra.

“I recruit from everything north

of that line,” he said. “To putitin
perspective I think if you put one
end of a compass on Elgin and the
other end on Shetland and drew a
circle round it would come
somewhere near Manchester.”

Battalion HQ and Headquarters
Company are based on Elgin which
is conveniently close to the River
Spey, the dividing line for the
respective recruiting territories of
the regular Gordon Highlanders
and Queen’s Own Highlanders.

Consequently Colonel John-
ston’s A Company, based on Wick,
and his C Company, at Inverness,
are both affiliated to Queen’s Own
Highlanders, while his B Company
(Peterhead) and D Company
(Aberdeen) have Gordon affili-
ations.

Some companies have to cover

Robert Higson finds a
TA unit

pretty wide areas themselves. The
Inverness based C Company has
mortars at Dingwall and platoons
at Nairn, Fort William and
Stornoway on the Isle of Lewis. A
Company has outposts at Thurso,
Brora and on the Orkneys where
Lovat Scouts are attached to the
Kirkwall platoon.

From Aberdeen D Company
goes to the southernmost limit of
the patch, Laurencekirk (where the
Milan platoon is based), and way
up north to the Shetlands.

This apparent defiance of simple
geography is due to the lines of
communication. In the past, when
the Shetlands were part of C
Company, the ludicrous situation
existed of having to ship vehicles
between Lerwick and Kirkwall via
Aberdeen.

No shortage of training areas. A
lone signaller amid the rugged
splendours of Lairig Ghru

Colonel Johnston’s far flung
forces require fairly complicated
logistics to get them all together.
Annual camps and battalion train-
ing weekends usually mean the
hiring of a private plane to make a
sweep through the islands to bring
in the troops.

The situation is not without its
lighter side. There is the story of
one prospective recruit who was
asked, like all TA recruits, to name
his nearest railway station. He lived
in the Shetlands and he put down,
quite correctly, Stavanger in
Norway!

It all means a lot of time spent
travelling for the commanding
officer. For someone like Colonel
Johnston, it means time lost to his
business (he is a chartered accoun-
tant) and to his family.

Territorial Army COs are a
rather rare species. They need to
have been around long enough to
qualify for the job. In Colonel
Johnston’s case he’s been in the
TA since 1963 when he joined as a
gunner in the Lovat Scouts. And
they need to reside in an appro-
priately central area. It wouldn’t
make too much sense for the CO
of 2/51 Highland to live out on
South Uist, for example.

They also need the time and the
energy to devote to their unit and
that means an understanding
family and obliging employers, or
for Colonel Johnston, business

partners.
“I aim to get to the outposts
once a quarter,” he said.

Soldiers of the Signals Platoon
prepare for a battalion training
weekend — Colour Sergeant James
Anderson, Sergeant David Shand,
and PSI Sergeant Jim Christie, of
the Gordon Highlanders

Spat selection in the HQ Company clothing store. Private Stephen
Duncan is getting a fitting from RQMS Ron Craib

Not unarmed combat — merely a first aid demonstration at an HQ
Company drill night

Lieutenant Colonel Grenville
Johnston, the much travelled CO
of 2/51 Highland

““Stornoway, for example, requires
me leaving Elgin at 6am on
Tuesday to get the only aeroplane.
I arrive there for breakfast at 8.30.

“I stay there all day, attend a
drill night, get on the boat from
Stornoway to Ullapool at about
Il1pm. It leaves at five in the
morning and gets in at 9.30, and
the staff car gets me back to my
office by 11 o’clock. Shetland is
just as bad.

*“A drill night for me can mean
saying goodbye to my wife at
5.30pm and getting to Fort
William at 7.45. Spending the drill

night with them and then racing
back to get home at one in the
morning.”

Colonel Johnston uses many of
these trips to catch up on TA paper
work. He never takes work from
his own business. But it allamounts
to quite a balancing act keeping
up with the commitments of unit,
business clients and a family with
two young daughters.

No doubt he will relinquish
command with some feeling of
relief. But there will be regret as
well at leaving a flourishing
battalion which was able to muster
350 men at annual camp last
summer with a further 125 going
to Gibraltar at the same time.

In the meantime there are still
preparations to make for the all
important Colours parade on
Cooper Park, Elgin, which will
involve four guards of 45 men each
plus all the attendant backstage
help.

The plan, the Colonel said, was
to organise an annual camp
beforehand at Cameron Barracks,
Inverness.

“What I've got to do is to try to
organise a camp which will have a
lot of drill obviously, but plenty of
battle training,” he added. “If I
can’t find ground to do battle
training in the north of Scotland I
can’t find it anywhere.

Colonel Johnston won’t be in
command for camp the following
year when the battalion returns to
Germany to practise its war role
defending rear area supply lines.
But he sees this experience as being
particularly important for a unit
like 2/51 Highland.

“It does mean,” he said, ‘““that
these people from the islands get
the chance to go away, to get off
from the north of Scotland and
travel to Germany.”
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AVE you heard the one

about the American

who offered to buy

Northern Ireland for six
million dollars — one million a
county — and hand the province
to the South?

Tommy Stewart, a civilian rep-
resentative with 39 Brigade in
Northern Ireland, swears it’s true.

Said Tommy: “It happened 30
years ago when an American pulled
up outside the Grand Central Hotel
in the centre of Belfast.

““His car was flying the tricolour,
which excited a nearby policeman
who told him to remove it, himself
and his huge car.

“But he ignored all that and
entered the hotel making his offer
to the public at large. Of course he
was soon carted off with his offer,
his car and flag, never to be heard
of again.”

“A thing like that could only
happen here,” said Tommy who,
with his boss Jack Dunlop, was
taking a nostalgic look at the city
centre of Belfast to talk of the
changes over the past 15 years.

Jack Dunlop and Tommy Stewart
on the site of the old Flax Street
Mill... memories of a bomb on a
raft in the culvert beneath the
building

Fort George, nicknamed ‘Silver
City’ because of its galvanised iron
cladding, disappeared about seven
years ago. It has been like this ever
since

The two of them have worked
for the Army for years as ‘the meat
in the sandwich’, as Jack described
it.

“Just about everything that
involves the Army with civilians
involves our department,” said
Jack. “And while times are quieter,
we are as busy as ever, especially
where redevelopment of property
once occupied by the Army is
concerned.

“But so far as Belfast City centre
goes this hardly applies since most
properties once occupied by the
Army have been demolished and
the sites left flat.

“But 15 years ago the Army
occupied a number of hotels and
mills, not least among them the
Grand Hotel where the American
made his amazing offer to buy the
Province.

“It was a grand place and
certainly lived up to its name.
Entrance to it was through a huge
chromium revolving door and will
be remembered by thousands of
soldiers who were based there until
1981.”

Today the Grand is no more. It

was pulled down a short time ago
and the site now awaits the builders
to start a £50 million development
of shops and offices which will
take four years to complete.

Flax Street Mill is another name
to jog the memories of past city-
centre based battalions.

That, too, is no more, being just
a flattened area. ““In the early days
it used to house a full battalion,
but by the time the Army moved
outin 1982 it was down to holding
a company,” said Tommy.

He had a story about Flax Street,
too, telling of the time terrorists
floated a bomb on a raft along a
culvert that ran beneath the mill.

“Fortunately it didn’t work,
otherwise it could have been ‘the
treatment’ for the soldiers inside
at the time.”

By way of explanation, he said
that ‘getting the treatment’ was a
local term for being shot or
bombed.

Glenravel Street police station,
Divisional HQ of the Royal Ulster
Constabulary, was another Army
base in its day and housed among
others 2RRF in theearly 70s. The
CO in those days, recalled Jack,
was Lieutenant Colonel J. C.
Reilly. The Parachute Regiment
also took up residence there in
those years under the command of
Lieutenant Colonel G. Howlett.

The car cruised past a corner
along Springfield Road. A dirt site
now, it once housed the surgery of
a well-known doctor whose son
still practises in the district.

“The Army moved into the
house several years ago, but eventu-
ally it got the treatment,” intoned
Jack.

The next stop was the site of
Mulhouse Street Mill. Gone now,
but in its place a housing estate
fronted by a huge brick wall

running parallel to the new West
Link Road.

“People can come and go as they
please,” said Jack. ““But we advised
on having the wall to obscure the
view of house occupants on either
side of the West Link, since one
side is ‘Green’ (Catholic) and the
other side ‘Orange’.”

Out of sight, out of mind...
“but they still come out now and
again and have a goat each other,”
said Jack.

MaCrory Park was next on the
list... a Gaelic soccer pitch the
Army built a base on it opposite

. the cemetery. But that, too, went

the way of the others and dis-
appeared beneath the bulldozers
last summer.
Story:
John Margetts

Pictures:
Terry Champion

As a goodwill gesture a nearby
fence was painted with murals by
Army artists, but when the kids
discovered it they ““pelted it with
mud,” said Tommy.

Fort Monagh, another name to
recall memories of those tough
times, is yet another housing site
under construction. It was just a
field when the Army took it over.

Fort George, nicknamed ‘Silver
City’ by the troops, is yet another
for those based there in the 70s.

A galvanised iron clad building,
it was flattened about seven years
ago and has stayed an open site
ever since.

Woodbourne House Hotel,
where Tommy had his wedding
reception in 1962 was a “‘beautiful
hotel”. “We lived close by then
and we watched it burn down in
1971,” said Tommy.

Belfast has a Wall, too. It obscures
the view of rival factions either side
of the West Link Road on the site
of Mulhouse Street Mill

“The Army took over the site
— in fact a small section is still
based there — but a brand new
building now houses Northern
Ireland’s newest police station.”

Built at a cost of millions, the
bright red-brick building opened
for business in the autumn.

Last, but not least on the tour,
was a road with no name on the
Andersonstown estate.

“It’s only a small road leading
into the estate, but because it was
built by the Army it has no name,”
said Jack.

With the end of the mini-
memory tour, which provided a
fascinating insight into the
changing face of Belfast, Jack
described their jobs as “challenging
and satisfying”’.

‘““As civilian representatives we
are the link between the Army,
the police, and the local com-
munities within 39 Brigade’s area.

“We pursue complaints and
generally help people in every way
we can. We get involved in just
about everything...

“Talking, getting facts and per-
suading people how to act in their
own interests and putting the
official point of view, is all part of
the job.

“And while our role has dim-
inished considerably in the City
centre, because of the Army’s
withdrawal from hotels and mills
— they occupied a lot of property
during the 70s — we are still
extremely busy in other areas.

“It’s one of those jobs that, when
we started in 1972 we thought
would take six weeks, but it is still
going strong. And it’s likely to go
on for a long time yet.”
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RANI WO

RANI, the elephant, packed her
trunk and said a brief cheerio
to the circus. And later prob-
ably wished she hadn’t! For she
was on a VIP day out which, in
true ponderous elephant trad-
ition, she will probably never
forget. It simply rained...and
rained... and rained.

It was relatively and perhaps,
after all, appropriately monsoon-
like at Bulford, in deepest lush
Wiltshire. A far resounding trum-
peting trunk call from her ancestral
tropical jungle habitat.

For, without doubt, she was the
veritable eastern star linking a
famous West Riding-recruited
regiment with her homeland at the
turn of the last century. A
ceremony calling on the services
of an admiral, a colonel, a
lieutenant-colonel, a surprise birth-
day tune bandcall. . . and a famous
replica sword.

The occasion was the presen-
tation of one of three Wilkinson
Swords of Peace 1984. This one,
to the men of the 1st Battalion,
The Duke of Wellington’s Reg-
iment (West Riding), was in
recognition of their tourism-
boosting work in Gibraltar while
garrisoned there between 1983 and
1984.

The coveted, ornate swords are
awarded annually — the first in
1967 — by Wilkinson Sword Ltd,
to a unit of each of the three
Services judged by the Ministry
of Defence to have made the most
valuable contribution towards
establishing good and friendly
relations with the inhabitants of
any community.

The largely West Riding of
Yorkshire-recruited regiment
known as ‘The Dukes’ — motto:
Virtutis Fortuna Comes (Fortune

I

Favours the Brave) — were

instrumental in restoring the
northern walls of a 1,200-year-old
Moorish fortress high on the Rock.
Foundations for British emplace-
ments of two world wars and
neglected for 40 years until the
regimental labour of love.

The walls were hidden from view
by five acres of thick afforestation,
rubbish and discarded building
rubble. They were further scarred
by tiers of illegal chicken coops
and dog kennels. This environ-
mental embarassment, known
locally as ‘The Jungle’, was
favoured by drug pushers and
social misfits for its seclusion and
difficult access.

The Dukes set about it with a
will during Operation Steep Slope
which started in March 1983 and
finished in April 1984. Former
glory was restored and the social
eyesore had been finally eradicated
from the public gaze.

The effort had not ended there,

N’T FORGET THE

however. Rifle companies con-

centrated on the completion of
individual projects in support of
the community. The Regimental
Band and Drums, in addition to
their public duties, continued their
programme of concerts which, with
other events, raised more than
£2,000 for local charities.

At that time, Gibraltar’s grati-
tude was expressed by Sir Joshua
Hassan, the Colony’s Chief Min-
ister, who said: “I cannot speak
too highly of the Dukes’ commit-
ment to the overall welfare of the
people of Gibraltar nor the efforts
they have made, with such success,
to give effect to that commitment.

“That they have done so at a
time when Gibraltar was facing
particularly difficult problems
makes their efforts, and their
success, that much more welcome
and that much more deeply
appreciated. We shall not forget
the Dukes for many years to come.”

And the Dukes drenched to the
skin, bandsmen and infantrymen
alike, stoically stood their ground
at Bulford as Rani, the 16-year-old
plodding, publicity-prone pet tip-
ping the scales at two tons, did her
expected amble-on part.

She was smartly draped in
regimental Colours recalling the
days of the 33rd and 76th
Regiments of Foot. By her side,
on the 208-strong parade, keeper
Mr Robert Raven in contrasting
blue livery.

Loaned by Mr Gerry Cottle’s
circus up the motorway in just as
inclement Surrey, Rani’s walk-on
part was to symbolise the reg-
imental links with India (see panel).

As demanded of the occasion
protocol was observed. Speeches

Drenched maybe but spirits were
not dampened at this stage

Colonel Charles Cumberlege
hands over the Wilkinson Sword
to Lt Col Johnny Walker, current
CO of The Dukes. Inset: The Duke
of Wellington's Regiment (West
Riding) regimental badge

were made. VIPs listened atten-
tively under leaden skies and a
rain-sodden, sagging blue awning.

The less fortunate, many of them
quite astute, stood under brollies
and some in wellies out on the
open stands, faces awash with
drizzle.

For many, and particularly the
very young, who had come to see
the regal-paced Rani, the incessant
rain driven in by unremitting low
pressure systems was just too
much. They left the proceedings
of the parade already enhanced
with resplendent bandsmen in
scarlet tunics, pith helmets and
undaunting devotion to musical
duty.

But as Rani, circus trouper
extraordinaire, would have been
the first to agree; the show had to
g0 on.

Former Governor and C-in-C
Gibraltar, Admiral Sir David
Williams, received the elegant
sword on behalf of the Army from
Sir Ronald Ellis, Director, Wilk-
inson Sword Group Ltd.

The trophy soon changed hands.
From the admiral to the colonel . . .
Colonel Charles Cumberlege, reg-
imental CO during the time of the
award-winning project. He, in
turn, handed it on to the current
CO, Lieutenant Colonel Johnny
Walker, whose birthday it hap-
pened to be!

It was she who has given the
surprise bandcall rendition of
‘Happy Birthday’ which raised
spirits and a few smiles on a very
damp day.

Parade ground pageantry it



might have been. But it was Rani,
who turned out to be the real
celebrity of the ceremony — as
she was certainly intended to be
— a heart throb with a solitary
tusk; one well-versed in media
coverage and events of such ilk.

An obviously proud keeper
Raven confided: “She opened a
tyre depot in Camden Town,
London, only the other day.”

And as befits a VIP — Very
Important Pachyderm — Rani, his
protegée, travels everywhere in her
own special box.

Headlines are not new to her.
Just days before her Bulford debut,
Rani had featured in a two-
paragraph report in one of the
tabloid national newspapers. A
story claiming she had escaped
Rani, does her stuff; sporting

regimental Colour with apt motto
“Fortune Favours the Brave”

from Cottle’s Circus and had been
seen loafing, probably lost, in some
leafy Surrey lane.

“A stupid story”, discounted
keeper Raven. ““‘She was just taking
her usual morning walk with me
to the village paper shop.
Apparently some over-zealous
motorist or someone had reported
her as escaping.”

And so it was at Bulford. A TV
and film star in her own speechless
right, Rani did not put a massive
foot wrong during her eagerly
anticipated performance. Good
natured laughs and smiles beamed
back at her from the stands as the
long-suffering band struck up with
‘Nellie, the Elephant’ during her
sedate entry onto the glistening

square.

For Rani, to quote another song,
it may have rained on her guest
appearance parade but it was a

By Graham Smith

Pictures by rain soaked
Paul Haley

day, indeed, that neither she nor
the honoured Dukes of the
moment, of possibly lesser recall,
are likely to forget for a long time
to come!

Admiral Sir David Williams, former
Governor and C-in-C Gibraltar,
inspects The Dukes in a parade
incessantly doused by rain

The Dukes; a stiff upper lip drips
and bears it

THE Duke of Wellington's
(West Riding) Regiment's
association with India goes
back to their forefathers, the
76th of Foot, raised specifically
for service to India.

Itwasinvolved inthe capture
of the twin capitals of Hin-
dustan — Agra and Delhi in
1803 — rescuing the moghul
from his enemies.

The regiment, in the end, had

continent in dust, mud-broiling
sun and afflicted by disease
such as dysentery.

Historians later claimed that
after 18 years’ service out there
only two men who had sailed
with the original detachment
returned to the UK on prom-
otion to the ranks. More than
half had volunteered to stay on
out there with differing regi-
ments.

Dehli(1803) ... Bangalore. ..
Seringaptam ... Savandroog,
the ‘Hill of Death’... Bhurt-
pore... and Ally Ghur (now
Aligarh) were just some of the
battle honours won by the 76th

spent 18 years on the sub-

— 'The Old Seven and Six-
pennies’ — in India.

Ally Ghur was their first
action on September 4, 1803,
with 24 killed and 66 wounded
against the capture of 281 guns
and 34 British infantrymen
killed and 100 wounded.

A month earlier, Lieutenant
General Lake, heading a 10,500-
strong Army, including the
76th, had marched from Cawn-
pore in temperatures of 110
degrees Fahrenheit aided by
pack animals such as ele-
phants, bullocks, horses,
camels and donkeys.

The 76th Foot marched from
Agra on October 27, 1803 —
65 miles in 48 hours, had one
hour’s rest and then four hours
of action — at the Battle of
Leswarree on November 1st.
General Lake in his inevitable
despatches referred to the
regiment as ‘this handful of
heroes’. A subsequent nick-
name was ‘The Old Immortals’.

That same year the Honorary
Stand of Colours was given by
the Honourable East India

ELEPHANT ON ITS COLOURS

Company in commemoration
of the 76th’s gallantry at Ally
Ghur and Delhi. But it was not
presented to the regiment until
January 27, 1808, when it was
garrisoned in Jersey.

At much the same time, the
company also presented a
sword to one Lieutenant Sam-
uel Snook for his acts of
outstanding humanity, a con-
tinent away, from which the
Wilkinson Sword of Peace
earns its origin.

The honour of the Colour
was awarded to the 76th of Foot
‘as distinguished testimony of
its good conduct and exem-
plary valour during the period
of service in India”.

November 13, 1804 saw the
battle of Bhurtpore, ‘bulwark of
Hindustan’, and one of India’s
strongest defended cities; 7,500
men pitched against 50,000.
The 76th lost 17 officers and
289 soldiers.

In 1806 King George Il
authorised the 76th to bear the
word ‘Hindoostan’ on its
Colours and, a year later, an

Indian elephant was embroid-
ered on the Colours. An
elephant complete with how-
dah (a canopied seat) and
mahout (elephant driver).

Today, the regiment is the
only British Army unit to carry
four Colours on parade — two
regulation and two honorary
— and the only regiment to
have an elephant on its colour
badges.

In 1881 the 76th became the
2nd Battalion, The Duke of
Wellington's Regiment. In 1853
the 33rd Regiment of Foot —
the Duke served in it from 1793
to 1813 becoming its CO and
then Colonel of the Regiment
— was named the Duke of
Wellington’s regiment on the
38th anniversary of his greatest
victory, Waterloo.

It is the only regiment to be
named after a subject not of
Royal blood.

The regimental badge is the
crest from the coat of arms of
the Duke. The collar badges
and buttons are the Indian
elephant and howdah, the
honour badge awarded to the
76th Regiment.
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During Exercise Lionheart, Naafi staff in uniform —members ofthe ~ Fresh bread, cakes and savouries are now baked daily on the
RAOC EFI—provided a shop and canteen service. premises for customers at the Shute Road shop, Catterick Garrison.
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Naafi turnover for
1984/5 was £346.8 Million

Where the money went—
Paymentforgoods  £230.2M

R

Operational costs £91.0M
VAT £11.5M
Tobusiness reserves £4.7M
To customers £9.4M

LT

*" Based on the Naafi Report and Accounts for year ended 27 April 1985. Copies may be obtained on application to The Secretary, Naafi, Imperial Court, Kennington Lane, London SE11 5QX.
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XERCISES OUTinthe | ¥
wide and oft unkind
expanses of Salisbury

_ Giraham Smith visits the Army’s
Plain would probably | i ==
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“rental system* available from
a unique source there — the
time-honoured Demonstration
Battalion.

A military rental agency of
men and machines, notably
armoured personnel carriers,
it is housed at Battlesbury
Barracks, Warminster.

An ever eager outlet for tracked
battlefield ‘“‘taxis’ and a host of
“baddies” to play the enemy within
any exercise scenario drawn up by
the Army’s experts in tactics and
strategems.

For nowhere else inthe country,
it is said, in such comprehensive
and busy style is infantry and all-
arms training support in the field
masterminded and carried out in
one place.

The barracks is home to the
two-year stint roulement Demon-
stration Battalion, in this case, the
1st Battalion, The Worcestershire
and Sherwood Foresters Regiment
(29th/45th).

It has been said, furthermore,
that were it not for the Demon-
stration Battalion and its dedicated
Priority One task specified by its
neighbouring School of Infantry
(S of I), infantry officers and NCOs
would just not attain the mandatory
professional requirements in their
own qualifications. Accomplish-
ments enabling them to train their
own battalions on return to their
own units at lower level.

The School’s all-arms tactics
course is acknowledged to be

An ‘enemy’ player, a Fantasian,
lurks in an Imber Village doorway

beneficial Army-wide. Courses are
well subscribed, too, for the Junior
Division Staff College (JDSC) also
located at Warminster.

Forerunner of the Demonstra-
tion Battalion was the composite
Infantry Demonstration Battalion
which was in operation from
February 1978 until August 1982.

1 WFR, known as ‘“The
Woofers™, are no strangers to the
role, having been the DB back in
1970-72. Today, its 680-strong
organisation, including other corps
attachments, has four main priori-
ties.

The tasks set by the School of
Infantry are for the provision of
men and equipment, regimental
training per se, adventurous train-
ing and, last but never least, the
continuing re-establishment of
links with civic and Service
associations.

Nextspring, the Demonstration
Battalion takes a smart forward
step into the 1990s with the
privilege of being among the first

Imber Village; FIBUA training.
Scimitar in foreground




infantry battalions to be issued with
the SA 80 rifle and Light Support
Weapon. They will get about a
Company’s worth of the 5.56mm
rifle (90 of them) and 20 of the
LSW.

In the autumn of 1987 the
Battalion — by then the 2nd
Battalion The Royal Green Jackets
in the demo role — will be equip-
ped with MCV-80, now known as
Warrior, which will be introduced
over a five-year timescale. The

WO2 Rudi Lane and Major Mike
Tulloch, WFR, of the HQ Demo
Battalion Office

Demo Battalion will get 14 of the
type, armed with the 30mm Rarden
cannon and 7.62mm Hughes Chain
Gun.

Lieutenant Colonel John Town-
send, CO of 1 WFR said: “Our
primary role is to support the
School of Infantry and JDSC in
all their exercises, demonstrations
and other commitments through

the provision of manpower and
vehicles. We also have other high
profile events like firepower demon-
strations down to major exercises
like Phantom Bugle and Globe
Trot. The Demo Battalion is
involved in a whole host of
exercises at commander and plat-
oon level plus individual commit-
ments where we can supply from
one to three soldiers.”

Exercise Phantom Bugle is a
four-day event on the Plain and
the largest mechanised all-arms
manoeuvre of its kind to be held
on the training area four times a
year. Tomorrow’s company and
squadron commanders take part
init; an epic usually involving 140
vehicles (20 of those Chieftain
tanks) plus 600 Regular Army
troops. The students involved are
those who have been on the five-
week-long course at the School of
Infantry’s Tactics Wing.

“Enemy” players for the action
are always supplied by the Demon-
stration Battalion, born battlefield
“losers” fighting under the nom
de guerre of the Fantasians.

Colonel Townsend added: “We
also have a continuing commitment
to provide at all times ten-man
sections to the Infantry Trials and
Development Unit (ITDU), thus
making an interesting outlet with
the preview of weapons and
equipment coming into service like
SA80, LAW 80 and the Milan
Compact Turret (MCT)on Spar-
tan.

“In addition to the battalion at
Warminster we have detached at
Netheravon our Fire Support
Company which includes mortars
and Milan platoons and these work

Lt Col John Townsend, CO 1 WFR:
“Qur primary role is School of
Infantry support”

directly in support of courses and
demonstrations run by the Support

Weapons Wing, Netheravon,
which is part of the School of
Infantry.

“Yet still we find time to run
several of our own internal cadres
to make sure of maintaining basic
and specialist training at regimental
level within the battalion itself. By
clever manipulation we are able to
get at least one company away for
about a week during any course
cycle to other UK training areas
to conduct military, arduous or
adventurous training.”’

What was not possible, he said,
was to get the battalion as a whole
away for more than one week a
year; that, usually the annual
skill-at-arms camp on the ranges
such as Hythe/Lydd, Stanford and
Sennybridge.

For major tactical mechanised
exercises like Phantom Bugle —
47 armoured personnel carriers
(432s) were fielded for November’s
by the barttalion — and the
dismounted Exercise Globe Trot,
the School of Infantry brings in
Regular Army help with up to two
companies specifically for the
purpose.

“We just cannot meet the
requirements of manpower from
our own resources,”’ said the CO.

Major Mike Tulloch, the Barta-
lion HQ’s Demonstration Officer,
runs a busy commitment list which
is always under review and
addition, in co-operation with
WO2 Rudi Lane.

Exercise Globe Trot — it
succeeded Exercise Quick Flash
— has an out-of-Nato area concept.
One where eager students advance
on foot and by helicopter from
one end of Salisbury Plain West to
the other.

“As well as fielding ‘enemy’
troops (the Fantasians) for aspiring
platoon commanders to fight, the
battalion also provides demo troops
for the Small Arms Wing of the
School of Infantry, for range

continued on page 32

Exercise Broad Reach; line up of
FV 432 APCs somewhere on
Salisbury Plain

31



continued from page 31

practices, for camouflage and
concealment exercises and for
ITDU trials,” he said.

The Fantasians who make up
Europe’s smallest “Army” are a
hotch-potch of wargame players
in ill-fitting uniforms and are
usually of company strength.
Nonetheless, they are all part of
the Demonstration Battalion’s
services for the advancement of
battlefield tactics.

Highlights of any year are four
major firepower demonstrations
each watched by an estimated
2,000-plus spectators.

Of the demo battalion’s soldiery
role, Major Tulloch said: “Our aim
is to avoid the same soldier sitting
in the same trench on the same
exercise every time. Although there
are some who might say this
provides an element of continuity
I think we have managed in the
main to avoid it. It stops people
getting stale.”

Of visiting units using the vast

training area tracts on his pictur-
esque doorstep and their treatment
of it, Major Tulloch added: “It’s a
super training area. If units don’t
leave it in a tidy condition after
training then they are called back
to tidy it up, and that includes
Imber Village. We’ve had some
units back from more than 100
miles away to do just that.”

Exercise players, friend or foe,
need transport to get them around
the training area acres and these
needs are met, in large part, by
Captain Peter Roderick, OC of the
APC platoon the largest mechan-
ised platoon in the infantry.

An organisation boasting 75
personnel, 59 FV 432s (42 of these
1964-vintage Mark 1s and another
17 Mark 2s), five Ferret 1s and 2s
and five 70-ton up-armoured
driveable Centurion target tanks.

Besides supplying the needs of
the School of Infantry and any
outside agencies, the APC pool also
fields the venerable tracked troop
carriers for the Royal Military

The Hackett brothers. Major Jonny (left) Richard

BROTHERS
THREE

THE HACKETT brothers-in-
arms are three. All are pipe-
smokers. All have moustaches.
All have one christian name in
common. And all are members
of The Worcestershire and
Sherwood Foresters Regiment
(29th/45th).

Two of them, Major Jonny and
Captain Richard Hackett, work in
adjoining offices as second-in-
command and adjutant respec-
tively with the regiment’s First
Battalion which is currently the
Demonstration Battalion, under its
nearby School of Infantry terms
of reference, based at Battlesbury
Barracks, Warminster.

The third brother, Major Oliver
Hackert, WFR, holds a staff job at
HQ 1 (BR) Corps at Bielefeld,
BAOR.

The two Wailtshire-based
brothers treat their professional

working relationship ... profes-
sionally.

Maijor Jonny, in the Army since
1967 and with the battalion since
its merger in 1970, said: “In our
work we have constant daily
dealings and I don’t say we see
eye-to-eye all the time but we get
on as brothers leading separate
lives. We have our differences of
opinion but there’s never a cross
word between us.”

The trio have, however, all
served together during two stages
of their careers, notably in Col-
chester and Belize.

Caprain Richard — he joined
the Army in 1974 — said: “We are
not in the promotion race. Our
age difference is such that we
cannot compete for command. It’s
just a quirk of the system that two
of us are here together at the
present time.”

But SOLDIER found the two
brothers do differ in one aspect, if
an aromatic one. Both have a
differing preference in pipe
tobacco!
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ments for nearly 300 years.

within 54 Infantry Brigade.

Force.

The Woofers are sweet sixieen

THE WORCESTERSHIRE and Sherwood Foresters
Regiment (29th/45th) is the infantry county regiment of
Worcestershire, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.

It was formed on 28 February 1970 on the merger of The
Worcestershire Regiment (29th/36th) and The Sherwood
Foresters (45th/95th) which had existed as separate regi-

Princess Anne became the Colonel-in-Chief of the
regiment on its formation and it was her first appointment
as a Colonel-in-Chief. It was also the first time that a
member of the Royal Family had so honoured the regiment.

Following its formation at Bulford the 1st Battalion served
two years at Warminster as the Demonstration Battalion,
the role it holds until this August.

The battalion returned to Warminster as the Demon-
stration Battalion in November 1984, and will move to
Oakington, in Cambridgeshire, as a Home Defence battalion

Future plansinclude an exchange visit early next year to
Fort Lewis, Washington State, in America’s pacific north-
west, during the Trumpet Dance exercise series. Later, the
battalion splits itself between Nicosia and Dhekelia, Cyprus,
as the six-month-stay British battalion within the United
Nations Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP).

Regimental HQ is at Nottingham and there is a TA
battalion of the regiment, the 3rd Battalion (3 WFR (V))
based on the counties of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.

There are also affiliated two other Midlands TA battalions,
the 1stand 2nd Mercian Volunteers and in the Army Cadet

Academy Sandhurst demonstra-
tion, the Aldershot Military Dis-
play and assistance for Regular
Army units destined for BAOR
with APC familiarisation training.

The platoon also provided 15
vehicles as a public relations
supplement to the Wiltshire Fire
Brigade show at Longleat near
Bath.

The pool’s APC variants include
command, radio set, platoon and
turreted types.

The unfailingly punctual fleet,
said Captain Roderick, in the year
ended last November covered an
estimated 53,000 miles — 925 per
vehicle — and 98 per cent of those
Cross-country.

His platoon had been helping
its neighbour, the ITDU, with the
trials on a new 432 sight; the 432a
vehicle, incidentally, little known
by its given nomenclature of
Trojan.

“We have never yet failed to
fulfil a commitment,” he said
perusing an 80-event diary in a
three-month calendar. And I can
see the 432s being at Warminster
until well beyond the end of the
decade.

“In BAOR the 432 is a crew
maintained vehicle. Here it is
driver-only maintained. Students
from the school may take scant note
as they get in at Startex and de-bus
at Endex. The driver is responsible
for not just maintaining the 432 but
cleaning it after use as well. By
himself.

““This means long hours especi-
ally during the high season for
exercises but the men enjoy it
because there is a lot of work. They

may crib a bit but they enjoy it.

“I believe the Demo Battalion
commitment, and ours particu-
larly, will get busier as the School
of Infantry constantly up-dates its
exercises. And as Army equipment
becomes more technical those
exercises have to be adapted to the
latest doctrine and technology on
the battlefield.”

Major Jonny Hackett, the
battalion second-in-command, sum-
med up: “The term Demonstration
Battalion is a slight misnomer.
Although much of our time is taken
up with demonstrating the organi-
sation of tasks of an infantry battle
group to students of all-arms on
courses at the School and the
JDSC, the majority of our time is
expended in acting as enemy or
friendly forces in exercises de-
signed to practise students in the
roles of command and as staff
officers in the field.

“In addition to our Priority One
task in support to the School and
the training required to carry out
that task, the Demonstration
Battalion must also train in its
operational role in war as a Home
Defence Battalion. To this end,
we were involved in the recent
Exercise Brave Defender.

“We are also looking forward to
our firepower demonstration in
April when we will be able to fire
SA 80 for the first time as well as
having a visit from officers and
men from HMS Nottingham, our
associated sister ship and Type 21
Frigate. The visit coincides with
the celebration of one of our battle
honours, that of Badajoz dating
from the Peninsula War.”
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WO YEARS ago Lieu-

tenant Jonny Beardsall,

14th/20th King’s

Hussars (then attached
to the 6th Queen Elizabeth’s
Own Gurkha Rifles), took part
in an overland expedition to
the heartlands of Borneo.
There, he met up with the
indigenous, shy nomadic Sara-
wak Penang indians. Ever
since, he says, he has been
“passionately interested in the
sights and sounds of the
jungle”.

That passion has just been
renewed as Jonny — now Captain
Beardsall of the same regiment
based at Catterick — set off again
last month for the Far East and his
beloved Borneo.

With him this time are five
companions from the regiment, all
‘virgin soldiers’ to the steaming
jungle and veterans of a half-hour’s
acclimatisation in one of the hot
houses at Kew’s Royal Botanical
Gardens!

They are Second Lieutenant
Eammon Ross, Sergeant Trevor
Jones, Corporal Kevin Fletcher
and Troopers Stuart Lythgoe and
David Workman.

All six were due to tuck into a
half-dozen Christmas puds sup-
plied by Harrods when once at
their destination.

Captain Beardsall is no stranger
to such expeditions. His experi-
ences extend to the Canadian
Rockies, the Arctic, Scotland and
the Alps.

The stay in the Rockies saw him
spend seven months instructing
in snow and ice climbing. But he
is a lover of the jungle, too.

Not only is he determined to
renew acquaintances with his
Indian friends of two years ago —
the same tribes that were of such
help to the British during the
Borneo Confrontation of 1962-66
— butis keen to further ““share the
experiences of the magic and charm
of the rain forests”.

The team — each man will
back-pack 80 1bs including 14 days’
rations — will also pioneer a new
approach route on a mountain

Getting used to the jungle — in a
Kew hot house

v p)
m climb Batu Lawi (6,705 feet), a

<

THE JUNGLE GALLS AGAIN. ..

popular with tourists taking the

easier scenic route ... the 13,450

foot Mount Kinabalu, in Sabah.
The trekkers will also attempt to

limestone finger thrusting sky-
wards from the jungle in Sarawak’s
Kelabit Highlands. To reach it,
the six men have to make a three-
day march through the shades of
the jungle canopy.

It was the limestone finger
stridently pointing from its jungle-
clad ridge that prompted the 26-
year-old captain to return there.
That time, he was overflying it.

Adventure there will be a-plenty
during the two-month expedition.
Like the building of bamboo rafts
capable of negotiating the fast-
flowing rapid-strewn River Batang,
180 miles to its source and return
to the coast. “Fairly hairy” water,
says the leader.

After what they term as a *‘brief
respite’’ the team on its trek —
aptly called the Borneo Summits
Expedition — will move to Sabah’s
Mount Kinabalu National Park.
It is there they will blaze a new
approach route to the mountain.

Few serious climbing parties
have ever visited Kinabalu because
it is a remote mountain with no
cover and therefore cannot com-
pete with the Himalayas or Euro-
pean Alps. It is felt that the peak
will offer considerable potential for
a rock climbing team to pioneer
new routes.

Captain Beardsall spent a week
there in 1983 with an expatriate
park surveyor.

Patron of the expedition, Vis-
count Slim, himself a veteran of
the Borneo Confrontation and a
man who said he once removed 200

leeches from himself after a week’s
march, had some useful advice for
the young adventurers, average age

He told them: ““It’s going to be
quite a tough expedition. No-one
is pretending they are going to
climb Mount Everest but you can
be cold, you can get lost, tem-
porarily — no-one gets lost forever
— and you can lose a day or two
because you have made a mistake
getting from A to B.

“As patron of the expedition I
am satisfied that it is properly
organised, well-led and the team
is good. This expedition is going
to be particularly adventurous and
exciting.

“The jungle is a friend but
sometimes awkward. You have to
treat it right and with respect like
a sailor treats the sea. The hill
terrain is very steep and everyone
will come back a stone and a half
lighter.”

Team leader Beardsall said:
“This expedition will get us away
from our usual environment in

Story: Graham Smith

Catterick where we are the Royal
Armoured Corps training regi-
ment. Adventurous training in the
UK has many of the risks taken
out of it to make it absolutely safe
and cater for everything.

“Qurs will be totally different.
We are not, for instance, taking a
native guide. Our sole link with
the outside world will be from a
loaned Army Clansman radio set.”

Regimental CO, Lieutenant
Colonel John Smales, said of the
team leader: “He is one of the most
adventurous staff officers within

Captain Jonny Beardsall

the regiment. The sort of man who
will have a go at anything. He has
my complete support and good
wishes in this expedition. The value
of what he is doing both as a man
and as a soldier will be of very
good measure. I believe it will make
them all better soldiers and, thus,
greater value to the regiment.”

Currently Captain Beardsall is
second-in-command of A Squad-
ron but will be returning as
regimental gunnery officer.

On the expedition, Second
Lieutenant Ross will be the second-
in-command, Sgt Jones will be
quartermaster and logistician, and
Cpl Fletcher, a trained medical
assistant, the ‘bush doctor’ and
official photographer.

Hoofnote: Captain Beardsall, it
appears, still has one main ambition
left. To win the Grand Milirary
horse-race event which takes place
at Sandown a month after his
return from the Far East. The
1341b rider will be racing his
gelding, Astrosyn.




John Margetts visiting
Ballymena discovers THE

PRIDE OF THE IRISH

TO STAY asIrish as possible comes high on the list of priorities
of the Royal Irish Rangers, one of the last Irish infantry regi-
ments in the British Army.

To this end they wear with great pride their distinctive green
caubeens (Gaelic for cap) and hackles, sport the motto Faugh a
Ballagh (Clear the Way) and have as their mascot an Irish

wolfhound called Brian Boru after an ancient Irish king.

All good stuff and each item a
bonus in their bid to maintain their
characteristics and traditions.

But Brian is a bit of a let-down
because of the impossibility of
living up to his name, for he is a
she answering to the name of Kelly!

Some might say that’s real Irish,
but the Rangers don’t mind this
little quirk and neither does Kelly
who woofs back 41b of meat and a
similar amount of meal every day.

About eight feet long when fully
stretched, Kelly is looked after by
Corporal Nick Enstone, a non-
Irishman from the Birmingham
area who has been a Ranger for
nearly ten years.

He is the official keeper of

RQMS Alan Sheridan from Co.
Kildare. His father was in the Irish
Army and he joined the Irish
Rangers “because of their Irish-
ness”

Pictures:

Terry Champion

Brian/Kelly and combines this
with running the guard dog section.

“She’s gentle when stroked,
fierce when provoked,” said Major
Sean Murphy, editor of The Irish
Ranger, the regimental newspaper,
and Depot PR officer.

“All our mascots are officially
known as Brian Boru, but the
temperament of the Irish wolf-
hound, whether a dog or a bitch,
reflects the character of the Irish
Rangers. We’re OK till someone
upsets us...”

With their historic background
this comes as no surprise, for the
regiment was created in 1968 when
The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers,
The Royal Ulster Rifles and The



Royal Irish Fusiliers amalgamated
to form one regiment.

They were fiercely proud of their
military records and traditions and
the Rangers have absorbed many
of them.

Beyond that the Rangers also
consider themselves custodians of
the history and customs of all the
other former Irish infantry regi-
ments of the British Army.

“We want to keep the Rangers
an Irish regiment of all persua-
sions,” said Major Murphy.

Helping in this endeavour and
to maintain the Irish majority in
the two battalions (one in BAOR,
the other in Cyprus) is a steady
trickle of recruits from south of
the border.

“We’re unable to advertise in
the South, but word gets round
and many lads either write or make
their way here to Ballymena and
the Depot to find out more.

“Our current intake is around
40-50 recruits every three months,
with a good number of them from
the Republic.

“Many of the senior ranks, too,
come from the South, as I and
many other officers do, including
the CO Lieutenant Colonel Nial
O’Byrne, from Dublin.”

Only weeks in the postas CO of
the Depot, Colonel O’Byrne said
it was his first and so far only
command, as for the past few years
he had been involved in develop-
ment of TRIGAT, a new anti-tank
guided weapons system, and had
been based in London, Paris and
Germany.

“But right now I'm back to
soldiering which, while a good
thing, came as a bit of a culture
shock after so long away.

“But it is essential, as a soldier,
to do this. I'm here at the Depot
for 2!, years and after that I’ll

probably return to the weapons
business.”

It was a bit of a shock, too, for
the latest intake of recruits. They
had been at the Depot for just a
week and were being put through
their paces by PT instructor
Corporal Eamonn MclInerney, a
tae-kwon-do ace.

With only a week of service
under their belts, and with their
day starting at 6am and finishing
at 5pm, the lads had no time to
think of anything except training,
eating, drinking and sleeping.

And since they are confined to
the Depot for six weeks during
initial training, their uniform
requirements are minimal.

But when the day comes for
passing out it is then that RQMS
Alan Sheridan — he comes from
Co Kildare — and Corporal James
McCormack — he’s from Dublin
— come into their own and fit the

lads out with the full range of kit
that goes to make a Ranger.

It is then they can don their
caubeens and badges — officers

wear exactly the same — and
declare themselves Royal Irish
Rangers.

That is the time, too, they are
officially welcomed into the regi-
ment and to discover the friendli-
ness and mutual respect that exists
between officers and Rangers.

But while a great strength of
Irishness and family is encouraged
throughout the regiment, discipline
is never devalued.

It is these qualities, plus the
loyalty that develops from it, that
makes the Royal Irish Rangers an
outstanding regiment and a Mecca
for 200 young men every year.

Meet Brian Boru — who's a female!
Corporal Nick Enstone introduces
the regimental mascot to a group
of recruits with one week’s service
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E’VE ALL heard of

Player’s ‘Navy Cut’

but did you know that

the Army once had
its own brand of cigarettes —
packed and sold especially for
troops in India and other points
east of Suez during the first 30
years of this century?

The brand, issued by Wills, the
other big arm of the Imperial
Tobacco combine, was known as
‘Scissors’ — and the packets bore
a picture of the household imple-
ments.

Inside they carried, in addition
to the ‘special Army quality’
gaspers, cigarette cards which are
today highly prized among collect-
ors.

Between 1904 and 1927
‘Scissors’ issued nearly 50 series
of cards — the majority of which
were specially commissioned and
designed to appeal to the soldier
serving long tours far away from
home.

The first sets to be issued
consisted of pictures of actresses
of the day — simple head and
shoulder shots of pretty girls and
the kind of cards which were
already going out of fashion back
in Blighty.

In 1906 the brand brought out
some miniature playing cards and
the following year saw ‘Football
Club Colours’ and the first of a
line of military cigarette cards.

These were Regimental Colours
and Cap Badges — they obviously
went down well for soon they were
followed by a set which is hard to
come by and much sought after by
collectors today.

Some 32 drum horses were
depicted in colour running through
most of the cavalry regiments of
the day and including the mounted
band of the Royal Artil ery.

The beauties, of course, were
not forgotten as the brand pushed
out set after set in those years before
the First World War. But a series
on the judo of the day — then
known as jiu-jitsu — and another
on ‘Army Life’ was obviously
intended to keep soldiers up to
scratch.

The ‘Army Life’ set makes very
interesting reading today. It in-
cludes a card on ‘War Kite Drill’
— showing the man-lifting kites
then recently introduced to the
Army by Cody.

Water filtering, firing from
gunpits, pitching tents, bayonet
fighting, map reading, presenting
long service awards and flag
signalling were among the more
regularly encountered tasks de-
picted on the cards.

There was also making gas for
war balloons and how to fill them,
and starting the engine ‘of a car

was still rather a novelty — a card .

shows a soldier with a starting
handle watched by a crowd of
others!

But it is the brightly coloured
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cards emphasising the ceremonial
side of the Army which attract most
attention today.

These cards have recorded some
of the biggest percentage increases
in the latest cigarette card catalogue
values.

One of the favourites is the series
of 50 Indian Regiments issued in
1912 — again beautifully printed
in full colour and showing the
uniforms of all those exotically
named Indian units which sup-
ported the jewel in the crown.

Another nice little set is the series
of 33 regimental pets — some of
which are still extant today. Sadly
most have long disappeared
through amalgamations or just
abandonment of the tradition like
‘The Bear of the Royal Horse
Guards’ or another bear named
Lizzie, which belonged to the 17th
Lancers.

The 16th Lancers had a pet crane
and the South Wales Borderers a
wildebeeste or gnu.

Other regiments had baboons

or monkeys and a naturalist named
Frank Buckland, an assistant
surgeon in the 2nd Life Guards,
had a corporal-major’s coat made
for his pet Capuchin. The card
records that “he soon spoiltitand
was reduced to the ranks.”

In 1913 ‘Scissors’ produced a
set of 43 cards showing British
Army Boxers. This seems un-
imaginable today but most of the
boxers shown were Indian Army
or Egyptian champions — truly a
home grown set of cards and one
with which the soldiers could
quickly identify.

The military past was not
forgotten and two other pretty sets
are ‘Heroic Deeds’ — showing
great British military achievements
of yore and ‘Governor-Generals
of India’ depicting the effective
rulers of the sub-continent in their
finery.

The First World War was being
fought thousands of miles from
India, but the cards issued to
troops out there attempted to make

it more of a reality for them.

‘Britain’s Defenders’, ‘War
Incidents’ and ‘Military Portraits’
all showed the leaders of the British
effort in Europe as well as the
weapons they were using. But the
most attractive set to emerge
during those dark days was a 25
card series of ‘Victoria. Cross
Heroes’ honouring the men who
were earning the medals in the
Flanders mud.

After the war, cards appear to
have been removed from ‘Scissors’
packets — unless home issues were
used. Around 1926-27 a couple of
photographic series made fleeting
appearances and then petered out.

Old soldiers who collected these
cards appear to have often brought
them home at the end of their
postings or to have sent them back
to relatives. For few of the
‘Scissors’ cards are really rare —
thus providing an interesting
thematic collection for the military
buff — and still at not too heavy a
drain on the pocket!
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WINTER JOINS IN
FIRST TEE PLAY

EARLY 2,000 soldiers of the Royal Artillery and

support units taking part in the recent Exercise First

Tee on Bergen-Hohne training area in north Germany

could have been forgiven for thinking they were on an
Arctic campaign, as the bitterest early winter weather for 60
years hit the area with snow and ice.

First Tee was Commander Royal Artillery 1st Armoured
Division’s dry training and live firing exercise for this year,
involving all the division’s gunner units.

Primary aim of the exercise was for the divisional gunners to
practise their operational techniques in support of the division,
and the rehearsai of a variety of phases of war, including
command and control of the divisional artillery in dry training,
tactical movement, and live firing.

The exercise culminated in 40
Field Regiment RA firing a brigade
counter attack fire plan, using their
powerful M109 guns over a dis-
tance of several miles.

Also taking part in the exercise
were 4 Field Regiment RA,
equipped with M109s, Ist Regi-
ment Royal Horse Artillery with
the Abbot self-propelled gun, 5
Heavy Regiment RA with the
M107 and 34 Heavy Battery RA
with M110.

One of the highlights of First
Tee was ademonstration of chemi-
cal decontamination techniques
laid on by lst Regiment Royal
Horse Artillery. Presented with a
scenario that they had been
attacked by chemical weapons,
units were forced to move rapidly
to a specialised decontamination
centre so that the soldiers and their
vehicles could be removed from
the battle, thoroughly cleansed and
returned to the fight as quickly as

Well dug in for winter warfare, an
M109 of 4 Field Regiment

s e

possible.

1 RHA demonstrated a com-
prehensive and carefully planned
system to carry this out with
maximum efficiency. The soldiers
reported to NBC-free tents where
their equipment could be de-
contaminated while they had a
well-earned ‘wash and brush-up’.
Meanwhile their vehicles were
being washed down with cleansing
agent — represented by soapy
water on the demonstration — and
the lucky crews cheered when they
saw their muddy guns and
armoured vehicles getting a free
wash!

In temperatures that reached as
low as minus 12°C no-one was left
out of the action, and quite a
number of surprises were sprung
on the gunners.

These included casualty play —
a realistic mini exercise taking up
time and manpower as gunners
suddenly found themselves digging
real graves for ‘casualties’ while
HQ RA clerical staff put chilly

fingers to typewriter keys to type
out death certificates and medal
citations.

Meanwhile 45 Field Support
Squadron of Nienburg-based 21
Engineer Regiment RE were
occupied in making rather bigger
holes as they brought in heavy plant
to dig in the division’s big guns.

Re-supply techniques were also
rehearsed when 2 Squadron lst
Armoured Division Transport
Regiment, RCT, in conjunction
with 6 Artillery Support Squadron,
RCT, brought up fresh supplies
of live ammunition for the guns
and also simulated ammunition.

First Tee gave members of the
divisional artillery the opportunity
to host a number of high ranking
staff who visited the exercise,
among them Major-General John

Captain John Morland of 29
Battery, 4 Field Regiment, takes a
bearing

Learmont, MGRA, and Major-
General Bill Cornock, Director
Royal Artillery.

1 RHA demonstrate chemical
cleansing techniques
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KITCRENER
—ENIGMA—

He was in
Kitchener's Army

Not many of Kitchener’s New Army
are around any longer,

The author of this old campaigner’s
life story is now 88 and was a student
of 17 — two years under military age
— when he bluffed his way into the
‘First 100,000°. His account of those
early recruit days is both hilarious and
factual and can take its place among
the cream of the classic records.

His tales of life in the trenches of
Flanders and in action on the Somme
are more sombre but full of the detail
of keen observation and a good memory.

They, too, are sprinkled with
humour, even though wounded in
attack — three times — and hospital-
isation in the field and in ‘Blighty’.

After the Great War Mansfield
joined the Civil Service, but life was
still full of movement, excitement and
change. In 1939 came another and
different war — he was now married
and with three grown children.

Peace again, and he eventually moved
to East Africa where new characters
and events colour his interesting
reminiscences. He was Town Clerk of
three cities in Tanganyika and tells of
witch doctors and the scandalous lion
men.

This is an entertaining record of one
man’s progress in the 20th century,
through two world wars and peace, in
Britain, war-torn Europe and colonial
Africa. He obviously enjoyed it all.

I was in Kitchener’s Army: Alfred
Mansfield The Book Guild Ltd price
£.50. — GRH

KITCHENER OF KHARTOUM:
INSPIRATION OF A NATION

Lord Kitchener, idol of the British nation for more than a decade, died
at sea on June 5 1916 when a German mine exploded under HMS
Hampshire en route to Russia on a secret mission.

As a young schoolboy I well remember the gasps of horror and the
excitement as newsboys rushed through the streets of Portsmouth just
after midday on June 6 shouting the dramatic news: “Extra! Death of
Kitchener!” and “Extra! Kitchener Missing!”. For there was doubt and
disbelief that this great soldier and builder of Empire could so suddenly

have been taken from us.

Many believed he must have
somehow survived; perhaps as prisoner
of the Germans, or maybe as a castaway
in some remote Scottish island cave.
He was the symbol of uprightness and
of our determination to defeat the
Kaiser and all his atrocious works.

Kitchener’s heavy drooping
moustache was copied by thousands.
They believed, also, in the cold baths
he had advised the troops to use to
cure their passion when temptation
beckoned. His eyes, set wide apart,
were a sure sign of trustworthiness, so
everyone said. His directness of gaze
emphasised his determination, showed
his sincerity.

Russia was Britain’s ally against
Germany in the Great War and the
Csar had sent for Kitchener. So great
was his prestige, even in distant Russia,
and so diverse his abilities, that it was
believed he might well have changed
the unhappy course of events in that
country had he lived.

Kitchener began his Army career as
a Sapper, passing through Woolwich.
He was soon surveying in Palestine
and Egypt. He was methodical, diligent
and ambitious. He drove himself hard
and expected full effort and support
from others. He developed a great
interest in the Middle East, did fine
work in Egypt, the Sudan, India and
South Africa.

As Commander-in-Chief India he
re-shaped and built up the Indian Army
and produced fine co-ordinated div-
isions that were a great credit both to
his skill and to India when war came.

In Egypt he effected great reforms
when Consul-General. At Omdurman
in the Sudan he defeated the skilful
fanatical Dervishes and avenged the
death of Gordon in nearby Khartoum.

Had he gained the post he wished
for in Turkey his prestige and
knowledge of Eastern mentality would
almost certainly have influenced that
nation to side with Britain in the Great
War, and the debacle of Gallipoli would
have been avoided.

He never gained the post of Viceroy
of India that he also desired, but such
was his adaptability that he became a
member of the Cabinet in 1914 when
offered the post of Secretary of State
for War and held his own among
politicians.

He did not believe in conscription
and the nation’s manhood responded
magnficently when he called for
volunteers.

He aimed to recruit 1,400,000 for 70
divisions and ‘Kitchener’s New Army’
is well remembered for the famous
‘First 100,000°. In fact, he attracted
2,500,000 in 18 months.

Manpower exceeded equipment and
they paraded in civilian clothes with
wooden rifles.

Most of these veterans have now
passed on but there is still interest in
what is officially the Great War — not

World War One — and diaries and
reminiscences are still being published
nearly 70 years later.

Two new books concentrate on the
life of Kitchener of Khartoum. Both
are well worth reading and follow his
life right through. They are well
illustrated and contain maps. Kirchener
by Philip Warner (published Hamish
Hamilton) price £12.95; and The
Kitchener Enigma by Trevor Royle
(Michael Joseph Ltd) £15. — GRH
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TALY is going through
another resurgence of
general interest in the
reservist officer by the
regular military and the public
alike, according to former wartime
partisan medal-winner and current
president of the NATO-spread
Inter-Allied Confederation of
Reserve Officers (CIOR) which
has had official Aliance recognition
since 1976, writes Graham Smith.

Dr Luigi Sartori, formerly ‘Lieu-
tenant Gigi’, the leader of a 50-man
partisan group in the Trieste
region, heads up an estimated
750,000-membership organisation
which formed its roots back in
1948; an organisation six months
older than NATO itself.

Today, Dr Sartori is the chief of
the Mercedes-Benz vehicle con-
cession in north-east Italy. And
that was due to a lucky break, just
at the end of the war when a well-
to-do lady asked him to repair her
vehicle. Payment for results; none
for failure. Young Sartori got rid
of the unwanted engine noise and
was on his way to postwar success.

His wartime career had been an
illustrious one. ‘Highest patriotic
sentiments, profound technical
preparation and thorough know-
ledge of weapons’ ensured he was
repeatedly selected for special
dangerous missions. Missions
which, according to a citation for a
silver medal of valour, he always
accomplished brilliantly, dis-
tinguishing himself by his dis-
regard of danger and his spirit of
sacrifice.

That Silver Medal for Valour
equates to the United States
Distinguished Service Cross. He
was also to be awarded the War
Cross with Qak Leaf Cluster,
become a Grand Officer, Order of
Merit of the Italian Republic
Knight of Magistral Grace, and
attain the Sovereign Military Order
of Malta.

He is 66 now and was active as a
major within the Alpini Forces,
Italian Army, from 1942-45.

A degree in business adminis-
tration behind him at Venice
University, Dr Sartori has always
had the defence of his country —
and NATO — from external threat
very much in mind.

President of the CIOR until next
August when he stands down, Dr
Sartori said of the organisation:
“Our work has three main aims.
To guarantee a contribution giving
citizens a better knowledge of the
armed forces, thereby stimulating
a spirit of self-defence, to stress
with military and civilian auth-
orities alike the irreplaceable role
of our reserve forces, and to do
everything possible to increase
CIOR’s credibility.

“You should remember that
reserve components cost a defence
establishment less than one-fifth
of that which would be necessary
if that arm was structured into the
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Regular Army.

“Our members are active in their
respective countries and com-
munities in professional, business,
industrial, academic and political
fields and are in a position to exert
positive influences in defence
matters throughout their govern-

Luigi Sartori, soldier

Luigi Sartori, car sales chief

mental economic and social
spheres.”

Italy, he said, had 86,000 Re-
serve officers of whom more than
aquarter could be classed as ‘active’
with reserve liabilities.

The CIOR, recognised as a
consultant body on reserve affairs
to NATO, was founded in 1948 as
an apolitical non-governmental
organisation. It hasa dozen nation
members with the UK as one of
them.

The UK’s first presidential and
secretary-general appointees were
Rear-Admiral Phillip Sharp and
Major Oliver Champion respect-
ively.

Admiral Sharp, the first CIOR
president to address NATO’s
Military Committee in 1977, once
wrote: “It is clear to me that the
CIOR should do all it can to
improve and strengthen relations
with NATO and with its military
commands especially as 50 per cent

of NATO’s total assigned forces
come from the Alliance. NATO
became aware that the reservists
themselves were not only aware of
their merits and shortcomings but
also intensely interested in their
contribution to NATO and in their
training in their role in the event

of a war at a time when they
themselves realised that the reserve
forces now lacked active service
experience.”

Early this year CIOR held its
winter meeting in Brussels. One
of the items for discussion on the
agenda was the countering of
terrorism by international co-
operation. Exchange training was
also talked about. Portugal is
showing interest in CIOR member-
ship and the organisation will get
a mention in the NATO handbook.

One innovation down to CIOR
initiative has been the setting up
of an Alpine bi-laterally trained
brigade of US National Guard
reserves, the 172nd Mountain
Infantry of Vermont, who ‘are
dedicated to the defence of
Europe’.

Within NATO itself, and with
CIOR emphasis, reserve officer
senior and staff officer courses are
held at the NATO School, Oberam-

mergau.

But the CIOR is still very aware
of its formative days in 1948, an
idea which started as an embryo in
1935 when Belgian reserve officers
invited France and Holland to send
delegates to a 5,000-strong con-
ference.

Founded at about the same time
in November 1948 was the
CIOMR, the Inter Allied Con-
federation of Medical Reserve
Officers, at the Brussels Royal
Military Academy, with France,
Belgium and the Netherlands as
originating committee members.

Yet no individual reserve officer
can become a member of CIOR.
It is only by membership of his
national organisation that he can
establish contact with CIOR, in
the case of the UK, the Reserve
Officers Association, Centre Block,
Duke of York’s Headquarters,
Chelsea, London SW3 4SG and
Col R. R. St J. Barkshire, TD.

The Brussels meeting heard of
the UK’s plans for the extension
of TA numbers by another 10,000
by the year 1990 and the value of
the then up-coming Exercise Brave
Defender, the massive military
home defence exercise involving
5,000 reservists.

If the old grey matter is exercised
in debate so are the limbs and
muscles of its younger participants.

Each annual symposium —
1985’s was held at Oslo, this year
it’s Athens — involves a com-
bination of physical endurance and
general military skills. CIOR
military competitions got under
way in 1958 and developed from
there. Nowadays, teams contest
rifle, pistol and SMG shooting,
obstacle races, utility swimming
in combat kit and a combined
military 18-mile orientation march
(this including hand-grenade throw-
ing) over a three-day period.

Thus, what began as an associ-
ation between three neighbouring
European nations in 1948 now
covers an area from the Mediter-
ranean to the Pacific; fostering the
defence of more than 600 million
people.

As Lord Carrington, Secretary-
General of NATO, told one CIOR
conference: ‘““Without reserves we
would not be able to guarantee
our defence for long. Their
importance is relevant both on a
political and military basis, main-
taining an important and practical
contribution to Allied solidarity.
Reservists act as a link between
armed forces and the nation,
helping to bring about wider public
awareness and support for
Alliance policy.”

One man who supports that
theory to the hilt is the former
partisan now CIOR president, Dr
Luigi Sartori who was, himself,
40 years ago, acknowledged as a
“most noble example of pure ideals,
sublime daring and absolute dedi-
cation to his country.”



AN ERA ENDS AT DEEPCUT

On parade, the last time at Deepcut

ET ANOTHER chapter
in military change has
been recorded in the
onward march of Army
streamlined training with the
closure, after 32 years, of the
RAOC Apprentices College at
Deepcut, near Camberley, Surrey
— alma mater for an estimated
10,000 teenaged youngsters over
the years.

From the beginning of this year
the organisation has amalgamated
with the Junior Leaders’ Regiment,
Royal Corps of Transport, at
Colerne, the former RAF airfield
near Bath, Wiltshire.

Disappeared, too, in the RAOC
case is the rank Apprentice; in its
place, the title of Junior Leader.
New regimental title is Junior
Leaders Regiment, RCT/RAOC.

More than 1,000 spectators
turned out to watch the 250-strong
final passing out parade on the
square where thousands of boots
have crashed down to bawled
orders over three decades.

So important was the occasion
that Captain David Price, RAOC
Director of Music, was com-
missioned to compose a special
tune for the occasion. He took just

The Armed Forces of the USSR.
Harriet Fast Scott, William F. Scott.
Arms and Armour Press. Third edition,
revised and up-dated. The authors of
the 457-page book are Americans.
The Swiss Army: La Place de La
Concorde Suisse. John McPhee. Faber
and Faber Ltd., £8.95. The book is a
subtle and entertaining study of the
Army which has never fought a battle
but is constantly prepared for the worst.
An absorbing story of a 650,000-strong
civilian army on constant alert and
trained with a precision and thorough-
ness that is a national characteristic.
Atlas of the English Civil War.P.R.

ten days to compose the three-
minute march, The RAOC Appren-
tice, which was played under his
baton and in front of his keen ears
by the 35-strong Staff Band of the
RAQC, a group of musicians who
gave 176 performances last year at
home and abroad.

Under the new charter at
Colerne the training year will be a
three-term one and will involve
about 170 youngsters.

When they ‘graduate’ from their
new West Country base the
RAOC’s Junior Leaders will
undergo their adult training at
Blackdown’s Employment Train-
ing School (ETS) before moving
off on their specialist careers.

Leaving Deepcut was doubtless
a nostalgic occasion. Even down
to four-year-old memories of the
last central bath houses in the
British Army, recently used as a
boat store but now empty.

Lieutenant Colonel Mike Jig-
gens, CO of the College, said:
“As we end a very significant era
we start a new one on the amalga-
mation, with the RCT. Our tasks
are complementary.”

At the final parade tomorrow’s
soldiers of supply formed up on

Newman. Croom Helm Ltd., £12.95.
This atlas contains more than 50 new
maps which set out clearly and concisely
all the major — and many of the minor
— campaigns and battles of the wars.
In addition, it provides maps giving
essential background information.

Jane’s Military Review. Ian V.
Hogg. Jane’s. Fourth Year of Issue.
Described as a “forum of opinions”
and this year’s work includes detailed
examinations of two little-known
Communist forces and an assessment
of the US action in Grenada in October
1983. New equipment also figures,
including sniping rifles, thoughts on
close-quarter anti-tank combat, sim-
ulators and all-terrain vehicles.

the main square at Blackdown
Barracks and marched past the
RAOC war memorial. The salute
was taken by Brigadier Colin van
Orton, Commander RAOC Train-
ing Centre.

Then, the apprentices exercised
the Freedom of the Borough of
Surrey Heath — an honour
bestowed just last year on the Corps
— by marching through Deepcut
Village. There, the Mayor of
Surrey Heath Council, Coun P
Tompkins took the salute.

Highlight was the final passing

out parade on Dettingen Barracks
Square at which Major General
Gerry Berragan, Director General
of Ordnance Services (DGOS),
was the Inspecting Officer and took
the salute. He is a former REME
apprentice.

Two days later, pennants were
laid up, after a disbandment
service, at St Barbara’s Church,
Deepcut.

An era was, indeed, over.

Captain David Price, composed
special march

British Service Helicopters. A
pictorial history. Richard Gardner and
Reginald Longstaff. Robert Hale:
London. The book is said to provide
the most complete reference guide to
British service helicopters to appear in
a single volume.

The Ulster Watchdogs. Part 2.
1974-1984. ]J.D. Turnbull. Limited
print. £2.50. ]J.D. Turnbull, PO Box
3, Marple, Cheshire, SK6 6HX. The
story of RMP and WRAC Provost in
Northern Ireland in ten years including
articles on all companies, pointer teams,
R and R exercises, court witnesses
section, complete honours and awards
list and more than 90 photos.

Barbarossa, The Russian-German

Conflict, 1941-45. Alan Clark.
Macmillan. £8.50. A comprehensive
account of the momentous battles
of the Eastern Front. A desperate and
merciless struggle for four years which
started at dawn on Midsummer’s Day
1941 when the Wehrmacht crashed
across the Soviet frontier.

Gallipoli, 1915. Pens, Pencils and
Cameras at War. Peter Liddle.
Publishers, Brasseys Defence Pub-
lishers Ltd. Price: £12.95. The material,
is drawn exclusively from Mr Liddle’s
1914-1918 Personal Experience Arc-
hives. Documents, photos, diaries and
recorded recollections from more than
3,500 veterans are preserved in the
archive.
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QARANC ROLE

Reference G Wilmot’s letter in
SOLDIER Nov 18. Like the pro-
ducers of the film “Nurses in Battle”
G Wilmot has also misunderstood the
role of the Queen Alexandra’s Royal
Army Nursing Corps in battle. In war
our role is in field hospitals and not
in the front line. Like all service corps
our basic training is designed to give a
knowledge of the rudiments of living
in the field and understanding the
conditions under which our patients
live.

The film referred to only a small
part of the QA Officers’ training,
ignoring the fact that they are also
required to be highly trained profes-
sionals in their own field — that of
HUrsing.

I am sure there are many veterans
from both world wars and as recently
as the Falklands who would testify to
the ‘usefulness’ of my QA colleagues.

- L, for one, trained for many years to

qualify for my job and resent Mr

Wilmot’s flippant label of a ‘silly bird’.
— Lt R McCall QARANC, Duchess
of Kent Military Hospital, Cat-
terick Garrison, N. Yorkshire.

WOMAN’S PLACE

Regarding G Wilmot saying a woman’s
place should be in the kitchen or office
(SOLDIER Nov 18).

As he says he is an ex-soldier I .

wonder if he ever heard of the Queen
Alexandra’s nurses.

If I may be permitted to name three
of those very courageous nurses, who
made the supreme sacrifice, at the Battle
of Caen and the Falaise Gap at
Normandy — Sister Francis, Sister
MacLoughlin and Sister Gillespie, all
aged 22 years, volunteered to take a
shipload of very badly wounded men,
faor whom the war was over, back to
Blighty.

The last to be seen of these very
brave nurses was of them trying to
save their patients by pushing them
through portholes. — E ] Costello,
(ex RAMC 30th British General
Hospital), 5 Lockton Road, Stirch-
ley, Birmingham.

TO ERR IS HUMAN

I would like to make two comments,
firstly, to congratulate you on your
fine magazine. 1 first made its
acquaintance at the Aldershot Army
~ Display of 1984, during a visit to my
country of origin, and have enjoyed
my subscription greatly ever since. I
think you strike a very good balance
between the operational and ceremonial
sides of the Army today.
Secondly, I have noticed from time
to time in other readers letters some
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MAIL DROP

rather harsh criticism of your magazine
after the title of a regiment or unit has
been printed incorrectly.

Some old soldiers seem to take it as a

- personal insult if it involves their old

regiment,

You, of course, have a lot of diverse
material to process and innocent
mistakes are bound to occur occa-
sionally.

In this you are certainly not alone.
The Band of the Grenadier Guards
toured this country at the beginning of
1985 and a popular local newspaper, in
an article on the visit which included
photographs of Guardsmen sweltering
in bearskins under: the Australian
summer sun, referred to them as the
13th Grenadier Guards Band. We must
always remember, “To err is human,
to forgive is Divine.” — Martin R
Gurney, 34 Mandowie Rd, Glen
Waverley, Victoria, 3150 Australia.

I note that in the article on the Gibraltar
Tattoo (SOLDIER 7 Oct) the Deputy
Fortress Commander is quoted as
saying “There hasn’t been a horse in
Gibraltar since General Elliots time”’,

Not so! I have a photograph, circa
1942 showing 2 King’s on Casemates
Square at The Ceremony of The Keys.
Two mounted Military Policemen are
in attendance flanking the saluting base.

The Ceremony was performed
weekly in those days, each resident
bartalion of 2 Kings, 2 SLI, 1 Herts
and 1 Royal Scots, taking it in turn,
interspersed on occasion by other units
e.g. the Independent Company and
the Royal Navy. — A J Moore, 38
Heathfield Road, Waterloo, Liver-
pool.

SPLITTING HAIRS

I write reference your *“splitting hairs”
comment SOLDIER (Dec 2) concern-
ing the award of the silver wreath of
immortelles to the 24th Foot.

I write as an historian interested in
historical accuracy, in particular to the
regiments associated with Warwick-
shire. So many books, articles etc
written about the history of the 24th
during the Zulu Wars of 1879 call them
the South Wales Borderers. As this
name did not appear on the Army List
until May 1881 this cannot be the case.
The fact that the SWBs adopted the
24th’s traditions etc, is not the issue
and I would not want it to be so. On
my many letters and visits to the SWB’s
museum in Brecon I have always been
met with enthusiasm and courtesy by
the staff, who in my view were proud
of their links with Warwickshire during
the period 1782-1881,

Will future historians state that the

Royal Corps of Signals carried out the
last classic cavalry charge in the British
Army (Warwickshire/Worcestershire
Yeomanry), or were the first tank
regiment to break out at El Alamein
(Warwickshire Yeomanry together with
Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry and 3rd
Hussars), Will the Corps claim to have
parachuted the artillery guns inte
Normandy and at the war’s end to
have formed 7 RHA (Worcestershire
Yeomanry)? .
The Queens Own Warwickshire and
Worcestershire Yeomanry having been

pages

necessarily for publication

through these columns

for free insertion.

SOLDIER is delighted to receive readers’ letters. These are YOUR

Please keep letters brief and type them if possible. Use only one
side of the paper, with double spacing between lines
Readers’ letters must give full name and address, but not

Keep your letters flowing to: Mail Drop, SOLDIER, Parsons
House, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

Unfortunately, SOLDIER does not have the staff to undertake
detailed research on matters of military history, militaria etc, but
will try to provide answers on matters of general military interest

Contributions for Call Signs are restricted to appeals by
individuals trying to trace old comrades, and these, and insertions
fortheHeumonscolumn.mustbebr:efandwnlonlybepublished
once. ltems connected with commercial gain cannot be accepted

absorbed by the Royal Corps of Signals
I am proud to be a serving member of
the corps. — D Smart, 37 Clopton
Road, Stratford upon Avon, War-
wickshire.

FEW MEDALS

When I see fellow ‘Boys of the Old
Brigade’ on the march, eg. on
Armistice Sunday, with no disrespects
I am amazed at some of the rows and
rows of medals worn. My Army service
began when I volunteered for the
Territorial Army (18 years old) for a
period of four years in April 1939.

I was called for war on the Sept 2,
1939 and up to May 8, 1945 took part
in every major battle and campaign
on the British western front including
the “Blitz’, *D’ Day landings, Arnhem,
Ardennes, Rhine crossing and various
other unpleasantries.

After the war with Germany ended
I was discharged in May 1946,
transferred to ‘Z’ reserve until 1954
when transfer came to General reserve
which came to an end in June 1959,

When totting up, the Army con-
nection reached beyond a total of
twenty years. I mustadd that early in
the war Territorials who became
regulars for the duration of war had
their terms of service changed by the
government to duration of emergency.

My grand tortal of medals can be
counted on one hand. How sad. —
Geoffrey W Dowman, 34 Smythies

Avenue, Colchester, Essex.

DURAND CuP

With regard to the Durand Cup which
was mentioned by Mr T Parrot,
Newport, Isle of Wight, in SOLDIER
(Nov 18) the Cup was won by the Ist
Bn The South Wales Borderers in 1901
and again in 1938/39 and it is now in
the WO’s and Sergeants’ Mess 1st Bn
The Royal Regiment of Wales. — WO1
(RSM) A Harrhy, 1st Bn The Royal
Regiment of Wales, Stornoway

Barracks, BFPO 41.

MEDAL, OR NOT?

Many thanks for producing yet another
issue of SOLDIER Magazine, which
I have taken for many years. However
I do have two medal moans about your
issue of Nov 4. On page 8 your piece
about the “Colonel giving his wife a
Gong" appears to have two errors. His
wife's “Red Cross Class Two Medal”
surely ought to be the “Royal Red

Cross, Class I1”. Itisnot a mdeal. You
then go on to demote her husband
from an MBE to a BEM. You can see
in your illustration that he is wearing
either an OBE or an MBE. — Joe
Hodgson, 262 New Hall Lane,
Preston.

RETROGRADE!

You state in SOLDIER (Nov 4) that
you are delighted to receive letters for
SOLDIER magazine and at the same
time have restricted readers to one page.
I think that this is a retrograde step. I
wonder how many other readers would
agree with me? — Mr P J Toms,
Bangor, Northern Ireland.

The space given to Mail Drop is largely
controlled by the number of letters
received. It is not restricted regularly to
one page. — Ed.

FAIRNESS

1 feel that I should, in fairness to myself,
inform the Hon Sec of the Military
Historical Society (SOLDIER 4 Nov)
that when I gleaned the knowledge of
the South Wales Borders badge, I was
anineteen year old recruit in the Duke
of Cornwall’s Light Infantry being
treated in Devonport Hospital for what
was then known as ‘double pneumonia’,
and an argument which was being
carried on at the time was between
members of the R Berkshire Regt and
the S Staffs, who were also patients.

The point at issue, as far as I can
remember, bearing in mind that this
was early in 1925, was not so much as
to the make-up of the wreath — they
could have been daisies or dandelions
— but the fact of it being the only
unbroken wreath serving as a cap badge
at that time.

The Editor of Mail Drop will no
doubt be interested tolearn that I have
received two separate communications
on the subject from others ‘in the know’,
one an ex-SWB Major and the other
an old military ex-Grenadier Guards
associate. — Capt A R Thomas
(retd), Manor Close, Tunstead,
Norwich. :

L

Competition

Spotting deliberate typing and gram-
matical errors in SOLDIER’s com-
petition No 374 proved to be difficult,
and no-one sent in a correct entry. In
fact, very few entries were received.
The winner of the £50 prize for the
most corrections submitted is T M
Brown, of 17 Tennyson Avenue,
Gedling, Nottingham, NG4 3H]J.



HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

COMPETITION

379

IT’S eyes down looking for the
differences between our two
pictures — and a chance to win
£50.

The pictures differ in ten details,
Find them and you could be £50

the richer. Just circle the differ-

ences in the right hand picture
and send it to SOLDIER. Photo-

copies are acceptable.

The competition is open to all
readers at home and overseas and
the closing date is February 28,
The name of the winner of the £50
prize will be announced in our
March 28 issue.

More than one entry can be
submitted but each must be

accompanied by a ‘Competition
379 label (not a photocopy).

In the case of a tie, the winner
will be drawn by lots. No corres-
pondence can be entered into.

Send your answers by letter with
the ‘Competition 379’ label to:
Prize Competition, SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants.
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The New Mitsubishi Lancer Estate.
Ideal for taking the whole family on manoeuvres.

All those looking for a practical,
economical estate car with enough room
for the whole family, stand easy.

And direct your attention to the new
Mitsubishi Lancer Estate.

Its the ideal car for taking the family
on tours in the country, when youte on
a tour of duty abroad.

Because it offers an exceptional
amount of carrying space. In fact, with
the rear seats folded flat, a cavernous
1475 litres.

So theres more than enough room for
two adults, a squad of kids, and baggage.
Apart from being one of the most
practical estate cars around, the Lancer

is also one of the most economical.

And, as a serviceman, you'll make con-
siderable savings when you buy your car.
You won't be liable for tax or VAT.

If you haven't started your duty
abroad, you can buy your car up to twelve
months before you leave, provided proof
of posting can be supplied.

And we offer fast delivery, finance,
and part exchange.

To find out more about the full
Mitsubishi range, fill in the coupon below.

Or visit your nearest dealer for a
closer inspection.

(bt L B L LR L e e A R R L L

-

The New Lancer Estate with a 6 year anti-corrosion guarantee.
Please rush me details of the Mitsubishi range of tax free cars. To: The Colt Car Company, Export Dept.,
Watermoor, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1LE Tel: (0285) 5777.

Name

Rank
Regiment/Unit
Address

MITSUBISHI
s
incar :engl:no&yy
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Tel. No.

Departure date
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CLASSIFIED .............. CLASSIFIED ............... CLASSIFIED

For Sale

Major Models. Geographical Ter-
rains: Any scale for tactical training or
wargaming. Presentation Trophies:
Tanks, Planes, Artillery Guns and
Cannons. Military Figures: Ancient to
present day, special occasions, figures
supplied and painted. Send SAE for
further details. Major Models, River-
side ‘Flat’, Old Mill Road, King’s
Langley, Herts,

Canadian cap badges for British and
Commonwealth cloth formation signs.
Hugh Jones, 2040 Ross Crescent,
Prince George, BC, Canada.

Daily Mail set 176 postcards, first
world war, in original album £25.
Thirty Canadian VCs, pub 1918, £6.
Williams, Berllan Eirian, Eglwysbach,
Colwyn Bay. Tel 0492 67429.
Military history, regimental histories,
campaigns etc, many books available,
send first class stamp for listt M G
Pearson, Book Sales (S2), 13 Aintree
Crescent, Barkingside, Essex, IG6
2HD.

For Army/Naval/Air Force pipe
bands, bagpipes, chanters, drums, flags,
banners, badges, lanyards, aiguillettes,
cords etc, etc. M H Geoffrey & Co, PO
Box 27, Railway Road, Sialkot,
Pakistan.

Regimental ties, blazer badges,
cufflinks, buttons and medals, cap
badges etc. SAE or IRC for FREE
price list from: Cairncross & Son (Dept
S), 31 Belle Vue St, Filey, North
Yorkshire, YO14 9HU. Tel: Scar-
borough 513287.

‘A Wartime Log of a young RAF Air
Gunner Prisoner of War 1944-1945’,
In 1944 and 1945 a Royal Air Force
Air Gunner kept a log look in which
poems, drawings and entries were made
by fellow prisoners of war. The prisoner
of war camp was Fallingbostel (Stalag
357) Germany, although before this
the prisoners had been at the POW
camps at Heydekrug and Thorn
(Poland). The prisoners were: RAF
aircrew who had been shot down in
bomber raids against German cities,
and Soldiers who had been captured
in the big land battles from Dunkirk to
Arnhem. Some of the poems being:
‘Five Birthdays in Captivity!’, ‘Our
Billet’, ‘Our Homage’, ‘On Adolf
Hitler’s isle of Death’, “The Royal Air
Force’. Share their thoughts and sense
of despair of those years. There are
over 100 entries in the log, which
include the prisoner’s names, signatures
and where they were shot down or
captured. The book has an introduction
to the conditions that existed in a
German POW camp, which includes
the forced march. There is a back up of
photographs taken both inside and
outside the POW camp. This intro-
duction is followed by a fascimile of the
actual log book. Each book signed by
the author. Price £5.75. Send for a
copy to: Roy Child, The Barn
House, Westbury, Brackley,
Northants.

Gortex, entrant, cordura, polarfabric
thinsulate, mosquitonet, DPM proofed
nylon and other waterproof and thermal
materials. Wide range zips, thread,
buckles, webbing etc, pattern book.
SAE for samples. Pointnorth (S), 58
High St, Cemaes Bay, Gwynedd. Tel:
0407 711030.

Large selection Foreign Legion, US
and British insignia: knives, berets etc.
Best prices. SAE lists. Batchelor, 1
Hayes Bridge Cottages, Whitewood
Lane, Godstone, Surrey.

1977 Silver Jubilee medal now avail-
able. A superb full-size museum quality
replica, complete with ribbon £18.75
including VAT and postage. Stephen
Kellaway, 30 Coventry Road, Burbage,
Leicestershire LE10 2HP telephone
0455 39262.
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DPM SAS smocks, genuine issue,
brand new. All sizes £64.50 P&P £1.50.
Send stamp for large Surplus Cata-
logue. Mail order only. Joe’s Surplus,
Ashgrove Farm, Ardley, Bicester,
Oxon, OX6 9P]J.

Wisewear heavyweight waxed cotton
jackets DPM £39.99, or olive green
£34.99 (XL Sizes add £3). C & D
King Ltd, 27 Meadowbrook Road,
Dorking Surrey. Telephone Dorking
883780 for Barclaycard, Access, COD
Orders or catalogue. Quantity Dis-
counts available,

Free VC/Jumbo illustrated new list,
send £1 (admin.) Surplus, medals,
militaria. HQ 84 Southgate St, Glou-
cester, UK,

Rhodesian GSM full set mint
miniatures, several mint commemor-
ative medallions. Graham Freymuth,
49 Beach Priory Gardens, Southport.
Tel 0704 40165.

1986 Collector’s Guide to Third Reich
and Imperial German decorations,
medals, badges and insignia (with
current values) sold together with our
own mail-order price lists and also
EVERY ORDER receives a gigantic
Nazi Nuremberg Million Man SS/SA
Party Rally poster over 4ft long!!! free.
Enclose £2 to Military Specialists,
Applemarket, Eden Street, Kingston
KT1 1JE, Surrey, England, for yours.
Bashas, from £12.32(BFPO). £14.00
(UK)no hidden extras! For full details,
send an A5 sized stamped self addressed
envelope, to PO Box 13, Rossendale,
Lancs BB4 8SU.

Military badges, cloth formation
signs, shoulder titles, trade badges,
buttons. Send sae for December list.
Morris, Militaria, West View, Little
Crakehall, Bedale, N Yorks. Tel: 0677
23301.

Ex stamp collector disposing of
collection, album excluded. Enquiries
Tel (0983) 854030. Mr Banks, 35
Downlands Crescent, Ventnor, IOW
PO38 1BE.

Beersteins 0.5 litre with crest of unit
made to order at DMI0.50 each.
Minimum order 60 pieces, including
all costs. Ask for free sample. Andresen,
D-6251 Runkel, Germany. Telephone
06482 2344,

Colt .45 automatic replica, with wood
grips, dummy rounds etc. Good
working order. £45 ono. Robert
Waddington, 3 Meadow Rise, Bewdley,
Worcs DY12 1JP (0299) 404376.

Regimental uniform, postcards ex-
clusive series on The Royal Scots. Set
of ten for £1.50 including postage.
Apply RS Regimental Shop Ltd, The
Castle, Edinburgh EHI 2YT.

Collection of band records, military,
brass, pipe, many foreign. SAE for
list. Von Motz, 15 Oakdale Avenue,
Kenton, Harrow, Midlesex HA3 0U]J.

British Army collar badges. Sae for
list UK and BFPO only. Metal and
anodised collars wanted. Peter Fuller,
50 Isis Street, Earlsfield, London SW18
3QN.

LCI equipment comprising large pack,
frame belt, suspenders, two ammo
pouches, water bottle, first aid pouch,
shovel carrier. All very good to new
condition. £80. Peter Starling, 1 Harley
Crescent, Catterick Garrison, North
Yorks, DL9 4]F.

Postcards, our own exclusive series,
British Forces modern full dress. Latest
issues, Royal Marines and Queen’s
Own Hussars £2.50 per set, P&P (UK)
included. Send SAE for list of previous
sets. British Model Soldier Society, 21
Spring Rise, Galleywood, Essex, CM2
8SH.

Badge/medal collection, breaking 100s
available, very reasonable, SSAE
please. Williams, 3 Holmwood Close,
Tuffley, Gloucester.

Regimental uniform postcards,
superbly painted in full colour. ‘The
Scottish Regiments’ set now available.
Nine postcards in souvenir envelope.
Send £2.65 for complete set or SAE
for sample postcard. Geoff White Ltd,
11 Embercourt Drive, Backwell,
Bristol, BS19 3HU.

Protect your expensive watches on
exercise or work DPM pattern watch-
straps with a unique fastening device
and flip over top suitable for all watches
with securing pins. Money back
guarantee, if not satisfied. Price £3.50
each P&P included, large orders from
PRIs welcome. Available only from:
Dolores Hayes, 72 St Lucia Park,
Bordon, Hants, GU35 0LD.
Miniature medals. Superb quality at
competitive prices eg MC/DCM/
DSM/MM [7, Northern Ireland
CSM £4.50, LSGC £4.35, Cadet Force
£5, UN, Cyprus £4, plus postage. UK
add 15 per cent VAT. Compare our
delivered price, SAE for full list.
B & A A Mitchell, Unit 127, Market
Hall, Oldham, Lancs.

Medals full size. We can supply
hundreds of full size medals from
1800-date including WWII Stars,
Defence and War Medals, GSMs,
LSGCs, TEs, UNsetc. Regret no lists,
please write stating interests. Our
service also includes renaming, full
mounting service, ribbon bars etc.
B & A A Mitchell, Unit 127, Market
Hall, Oldham, Lancs.

SAS T-shirts and sweatshirts. Top
quality with embroidered badge. These
are the official shirts as sold by the
Association. T-shirt £7.50, Sweatshirt
£12.95. Access accepted. ABI, 10
Chatham St, Ramsgate, Kent. 0843
602987.

War books. £1.10: collector disposing.
SAE for list. Griff Jones, 58 Appin
Road, Glasgow, G31 3PE.
Miniature medals supplied, mounted
for wear, write or phone for quotation.
Full size medals, decorations bought
and sold. Send 50p for large catalogue.
Wire blazer badges supplied, over 100
in stock. Raymond Holdich, 16 Tudor
Way, Hawkwell, Hockley, Essex 0702
201415.

OId issue ‘“Huzif”’, (needles, thread
etc), only £1.50, camo bush hat £4.50
postpaid. 82 Southgate, Gloucester.
Frame your own medals. 7" x 7” white
gloss wood frame. Perspex-type glazing.
Takes up to six separate medals.
Removable back £6.25. CWO includes
P & P (UK & BFPO). Send SAE for
leaflet. Arthur Rich, 8 High St,
Emberton, Olney, Bucks, MK46 5DH.
Tel: 0234 71 2568.

MSO BAOR cap badges probably the
least known cap badge and unit of the
British Army. No collection is complete
without the 617 Tank Transporter Unit
MSO Royal Corps of Transport badge.
£3.95 each. Details of unit sent with
badge. Badge and Medal Services, M ]
Richardson, 15 Overslade Crescent,
Coventry. (0203) 332467.

Military Advertiser magazine for the
militaria collector and enthusiast out
now. Only £2.00 plus 13p stamp for
next 6 issues. Reviews, news and views,
items for sale and wanted etc. Military
Advertiser, PO Box 28, Weymouth,
Dorset, DT4 8XY.

Combat clothing and equipment,
boots, 58 and 72 webbing, SAS and
para smocks etc. Only combat-service-
able items. SAE for lists. Robert
Waddington, 3 Meadow Rise, Bewdley,
Worces, DY12 1JP. (0299) 404376.
Insignia of today’s soldier, British,
French, Foreign Legion, American
Special Forces, Airborne and Ranger
books, metal figures, ice buckets,
miniature medals, etc, Illustrated
Catalogue £1 refundable on orders over
£5. Mike Lapworth, 109 Reedley Road,
Bristol BS9 1BE.

Commando Bergen complete as new
£1.00 or swap for new Grade 1 SAS/
Para Bergen or WHY. D ]| Walker, 24
Slate Street, Sheffield, S2 3HA.
Volunteer Regiments of London. A
splendid new set of six coloured
postcards from paintings by Bryan
Fosten illustrating pre-1914 full dress
uniforms of London Regiments. £1.95
per set (including postage) from: The
Pompadour Gallery, Fairview Parade,
Mawney Road, Romford, Essex, RM7
7HH.

Head-dress badges of the British
Army for sale. The John French
Militaria 32 page catalogue contains
referenced details of head-dress badges
from helmet plates to staybrites.
Sections include Cavalry, Regular and
Territorial Infantry, Yeomanry, Volun-
teers, Militia, Arms and Corps. It is
published every two months and costs
£1.00 for latest edition and £3.00 for
six editions. Post free worldwide. John
French Militaria, 27A East Street,
Faversham, Kent, ME13 8AS.
RAMC Sgt Mess dress, height 6’3",
chest 44, waist 36, inside leg 34. Vgc.
£70. Charles Knott, 8 Church Place,
Fauldhouse, West Lothian, Scotland.
Combat serviceable clothing and
equipment. Boots, webbing, SAS and
Para smocks, DPM Nylonkit, etc. SAE
for list. Robert Waddington, 3 Meadow
Rise, Bewdley, Worcs, DY12 1JP
(0299) 404376.

RCT Sgts Mess Dress complete with
golfball shirt, excellent condition. Size
42" chest, waist 34", inside leg 29",
£80. Mr Marsh, 6 Cerne Close,
Westend, Southampton, SO3 3NG.
Southampton (0703) 466684.

Wanted

Writer historian requires photographs,
documents, letters and anedcotes of
para and glider troops 1939-45. D
Moores, 21 Highcroft Ave, Wordsley,
Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY8
5LX. Kingswinford 296494,

Sam Browne brace and frog required
in best possible condition. State price
required in reply. Written offers only
please. Andrew Taylor Knight, Pay
Office, 1 RHF, BFPO 45.

Army trained nurse ‘dustbin lid’ badge
to replace stolen one issued in 1974.
14" diameter, gunmetal with raised
legend. Lcpl Scholes, Med Centre,
ASMT Normandy Bks, Leconfield, Nr
Humbs HU17 7LX.

Good cash price paid by private
collector for any type of gas masks
from any country, or any age or any
condition. Mr J Cooper, Rosemount,
Coast Road, Gwespyr, Nr Holywell,
North Wales. Tel: Prestatyn 2396.
Good cash price paid for all para items,
any age. Helmets, equipment, badges,
bayonets, parachute harness and any
more items. Mr ] Cooper, Rosemount,
Coast Road, Gwesryr, Nr Holywell,
North Wales. Tel: Prestatyn 2396,

Argentine Falklands souvenirs. Good
prices paid for combat equipment,
clothing, berets, paperwork, insignia
especially any marked items. SAE, M
R Carlton, 11 Firs Ave, Beeston, Notts
NG9 2Q]J.

British cloth formation signs any
period, single items, collections, any-
thing considered, quantities etc. Morris,
Militaria, West View, Little Crakehall,
Bedale, N Yorks DL8 1]JD.

Hampshire Carabiniers collar badges
anodised, Hampshire Fortress arm
badge wanted by collector. W Wiggins,
12 South Lea, Cliddesden, Basingstoke,
Hants. Tel (0256) 461638.

VHS video cassette tapes of military
tattoos, pageants, ceremonies and
parades. Samuel Cosman, 7204 Chalk-
stone Dr. T-1, Baltimore, MD 21208,
USA.
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Services

Direct from glass engraver. Your
regimental badge, rank, name, superbly
engraved on large glass tankard £12.50,
goblet £14.00, spirit decanter sets from
£60.00. Alan Clarke, 120 Ashbourne
Avenue, Aspull, Wigan, Lancs, WN2
1HN. 0942 323197.

Travel Agent. Travel with us from
anywhere to anywhere. Cheapest flights
worldwide (including Cyprus and Hong
Kong). Low prices on all military
destinations. Soldier Travel, 235 Fleet
Road, Fleet, Hants, 02514 24941; 46
Park St, Camberley, Surrey, 0276
681581.

Now is always the best time to buy
your home. Our unique service will
ensure you have the security of a home
to go to whenever you leave the army.
Write now to: Exter Property Invest-
ments, Freepost, Exeter, EX1 1AZ.
CPC Reserttlement courses. £116 or
Home Study [49.50. Free Forces
Bursaries available. SAE details:
Friendberry Ltd, Stogumber, Taunton,
Somerset, TA4 3TP. Tel: (09846) 310
any time.

Job Hunting? You never get a second
chance to make a first impression so let
experts, specialising in CV’s for service
personnel, professionally prepare your
CV. For details of our confidential
service contact: Impact! 31 Fernham
Road, Faringdon, Oxon. Tel: 0367
20107 anytime.

DUSSTAMP for eight years the only
stamp club for servicemen worldwide.
Monthly postal auctions and news-
letters. Essential for GB collectors.
Jim Morris, 56 Moss Lane Sale,
Cheshire M33 5AR Tel 061 973 3458.
Custom handmade knives, dirks, Sgian
Dubhs, Bowies, survival, hunting. Send
£1.00 for brochure and knife list. Peter
Henry & Son, 332 Nine Mile Ride,
Workingham, Berks.

Film to tape. Super 8 Std 8 Film. 135,
110, 126 negatives. Prints and slides
transferred to VHS/BETA video tape.
P Harding, 11 Hare Crescent, Leavers-
den, WD2 7EE. 0923 673775.
Money for many purposes. Mortgages,
personal and business loans. Confi-
dential, independent, fast service.
Admiral Finance, Ref SDR, 1 Baldry
Close, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3RF.
CV Service. Catch the eye of
prospective employers with a profes-
sionally produced CV. For details of
our strictly confidential service contact:
0438 726687 anytime. Lyntone Enter-
prise, 143 Broad Oak Way, Stevenage,
Herts, SG2 8RD.

Military CV Services are the only
curriculum vitae organisation which
exclusively prepares CVs for Service
people. 25 years commissioned experi-
ence, plus 8 years in personnel
management with two major inter-
national companies has provided the
ability to fully understand a military
career and to translate it into terms the
employer can recognise and value. No
other CV consortium can claim such
expertise. For details write without
obligation to: Major John Cooper
(Retd), Military CV Services, 12 Water
St, Lincs, PE9 2NJ.

Personal horoscopes, character and
insight into the future for only £1.
Please send date and time of birth and
large SAE to: Mrs A Goodwitch, 7
Coronation St, Crookhill, Ryton-on-
Tyne, NE40 3EW.

Cars/Caravans

Nomad Luxus 750kg 1982 winterised
4-berth awning German specification,
excellent condition, many extras. £2300
ono. SSGT Johnson, 20 Sqn RCT,
RPK Bks, Albany St, London, NW1
4AL. 01-387 3471.

Holidays

Survival techniques course run by
ex-Forces survival instructors. Six days
outdoor practical training can teach
you to survive without food, water,
shelter or help. One day this course
could save your life. Details from:

The Survivor, 1 Rushton Avenue,
Sunderland, SR2 7TA. 0783 657959.

Plymouth. Comfortable guest home
close to Hoe and all amenities. H & C.
Families welcome. Open all year.
Deva House, 16 Radford Road, West
Hoe, Plymouth, PL1 3BY. Tel: 0752-
662999.

France South, near Cannes. 26ft
luxury 2 bedroom 6 berth mobile
homes, all mod cons, swimming pool,
bar, shop on site. Near sandy beaches.
Resident British Managers. From £75
pw. fully inclusive. For colour
brochrue: Cote d’Azur Holidays, 208
Canterbury Road, Herne Bay, Kent
CT6 5UB. Tel: 0277 372589/372427.
Recently converted s/c holiday flat,
close sea, shops, colour TV, parking.
Mrs Cross, 165 Wilton Road, Salisbury,
Wilts. Tel 0722 28193.

House Letting

York, property management for service
personnel by people with personal
experience. For details contact the
Susan Cody Agency, 1 Sycamore Close,
Haxby, York YO3 82X. Tel: 0904
762504.

FIED ....cccccccccc. CLASSIFIED

Price £7.50 each.

Hants, GU11 2DU.

Please send me

Cheque/PO value £.........
Command Cashier UKLF.

SOLDIER SWEATSHIRTS

Theres
/' something
about a

SOI&?EE /

Sizes: Small, Medium, Large, Extra Large
Colour: Navy blue overprinted in red

To order complete coupon below and send to:
SOLDIER Magazine (TS), Ordnance Road, Aldershot,

OsOm OL O XL Sweatshirts at £7.50 each

enclosed made payable to

L e o o o e - — - ——

General

Ever wanted a Title? Become a Scottish
Highland Laird for only £10.00.
Souvenir Land Plots now available in
historic highland county of Caithness.
Handsome Land Title-Deed bestowing
the Title ‘Laird’ on owner. A unique
gift. Full details from: S A Survival
(Land), Brothock Bridge, Arbroath,

SAY YOU SAW
ITIN

SOLDIER

Angus, Scotland.

Situation Vacant

Ex Regular SNCO required for
regular post to train TA band in basic
military skills in Perth. Musical
experience is preferable. Adjutant, 1/51
Highland, Queens Barracks, Perth. Tel:
Perth 21281.

DISPLAY advertising rates are avail-
able on request. SOLDIER reserves
the right to decline or cancel any
advertisement without explanation,
accepts no responsibility for printing
errors, and accepts no liability or
responsibility for the contents of
advertisements.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
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If you need more space, please use sheet of plain paper and attach firmly to this form

VAT AT 15%
TOTAL COST PER INSERTION
X NUMBER OF INSERTIONS

weennennnee. WORDS AT 5p

«eeeene. (tOtal cost)

COST: 5p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £1. VAT AT 15% MUST BE ADDED.
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE.

Send to:CLASSIFIED ADS, SOLDIER,
ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT,
HANTS, GU11 2DU

CHEQUE/PO No

(Made payable to Command Cashier UKLF)

45
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MICKLEFIELD SCHOOL

SEAFORD, SUSSEX. Tel: Seaford (0323) 892457
(Founded 1910) Member of ISIS and GSA

® A friendly and caring independent boarding and day school
for girls aged 44,-18 years and boys aged 4';-years.

® 9 to 1 pupil:staf ratio resulting in small teaching units.

® Good academic record with excellent facilities for teaching
to O and A Level standard in the arts and sciences.

® Sports hall, tennis courts, heated swimming pool and playing
field on site.

® Remedial teaching available.

® General financial help given to Service children.

® Escort services available to Gatwick and Heathrow. School

buses to London and Portsmouth.
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CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL
Yeovil, Somerset. Telephone: (0935) 850555

Co-ed. (Age range 11-18) 100+ Pupils. Established 25 years.
GIVE YOUR CHILDREN ALL THE BENEFITS OF A BOARDING
SCHOOL AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD.

Continuity in schooling. Happy ‘family’ atmosphere in beautiful
country. Keep brothers and sisters together. Highly qualified staff.
Small classes and up-to-date labs. Self discipline, good manners
and self confidence. 20 acres grounds and playing fields. Highly
efficient Sea Cadet Unit. Sailing and many activities. We have even
made provision for you to pay by Barclaycard.

Phone or write for free illustrated prospectus. Some vacancies.

THE COLLEGIATE SCHOOL
WINTERBOURNE, BRISTOL

(GIRLS 8-18)

A happy school of 190 girls, half boarding, half day,
in a homely setting close to Bristol.

Small classes and a well qualified and caring staff mean good
examination results from a wide ability range.

New sixth Form accommodation. Preparation for A level and
University entrance, plus pre-vocational courses in Business
Studies, Child Care, Prep-Nursing, Theatre Studies.

Clubs each evening and weekend activities.

Travel arrangements made if parents are overseas.

Fees allied to Services’ Education Allowance.

For Prospectus, Telephone 0454 772156

BENTHAM
GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Independent Boarding and Day School
for Boys and Girls aged 8-18

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING
RECEIVED FOR SEPTEMBER 1986
SOME BURSARIES AVAILABLE FOR
CHILDREN OF SERVICES PERSONNEL.
EXTENSIVE PROGRAMME
OF ACTIVITIES,
PARTICULARLY AT WEEKENDS.
TRANSPORT TO AND FROM AIRPORTS
AND RAILWAY STATIONS ARRANGED.

For further details and prospectus
please contact:

The Headmaster

Bentham Grammar School
Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7DB
or Telephone Bentham (0468) 61275

Wilton House School

Battle, Hastings
East Sussex TN33 9BS
0424 83234

Co-educational boarding and day school

Head office and
senior school: Broomham
Catsfield Place Guestling
Battle | Hastings
O and A Levels

13-18 years “,

CG‘VS AVEC 8™

Junior school:

5-13 years

Small classes. Remedial and individual tuition arranged

when rquired. Computer workshop, swimming pools,

tennis courts, games fields and horseriding. Escort services

to and from airports. Special terms for Service children
additional to Service grants.

Established since 1954.
Apply: The Principal at head office

BOARDING AT DORSET’S
MAINTAINED SCHOOLS

Places available for 1986/87 academic year for boys and
girls aged 11-18 in Dorset’s five well established boarding
schools, offering a choice of mixed comprehensive schools
together with single-sex comprehensive and grammar
school provision for boys only.

Separate boarding houses for boys and grils are
maintained for mixed schools. Boarding fees currently
range from £2,355 to £2,640 for 1985/86 academic year
(no tuition fees payable).

For further information please contact Miss Fiona Allen,
Education Department, Dorset County Council,
County Hall, Dorchester, DT1 1X.J.
Telephone Dorchester 63131 Extension 4405

.
& DORSET

CountyCouncil

MOFFATS SCHOOL

BEWDLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE

An ISIS/IAPS preparatory school for boys and girls from 7 to 13+, Moffats
is a family school and has close ties with H.M. Forces.
* Small classes and individual care
* All games, and riding on our 200-acre Home Farm
* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term
* Escorts at stations and airports
No vacancies till September 1986. Priority entry for under nines.
Prospectus from

The Headmasters — Telephone Kinlet (029924) 230

The Blue Coat School

BIRMINGHAM
Excellent location and facilities .
Preparation for Grammar and Public A Bnardlng a“d Dav
Schools. Preparatory School for

Escorts arranged to meet children  DOYS and girls from 7 to
travelling by rail and air.

14 years

For details of entry tests and
prospectus please telephone:
021-454 1425
or write to:
The Admissions Secretary,
The Blue Coat School,
Harborne,
- __ Birmingham B17 OHR.
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THORNLOW SCHOOL

Sandesfort House, 101 Buxton Road, Weymouth DT4 9PR

Day and weekly/termly boarding school for boys

Juniors: 80 pupils, 4-11 years (boarding from 7 years)

Seniors: 150 pupils, 11-16 years

Small classes and individual encouragement, sound character

development in a well-disciplined environment, offering an enviable

O-Level pass rate, and also the possibility of O-Level/CSE

combination. Well situated overlooking Portland Harbour, 7 acres

grounds and a 25m indoor heated swimming pool. Scholarships and
bursaries. Reduced fees for Forces families.

Prospectus and details from the Secretary, tel: (0305) 782977. __J

Boarding your child for the first time? |

There is no place quite like home, but the family atmosphere of
our small school, set in lovely grounds, comes very close.

Vernon Holme School

% is co-educational from 7 years of age

® hasalong and successful record of boarding service children
and offers a sibling reduction scheme

* has special, small classes for children with

*

English and maths difficulties
is linked to one of the most prestigious
co-educational independent schools in the
SE

* is only 25 minutes from Dover and 90
minutes from Gatwick

Prospectus: The Headmaster

Kent College Junior School

Vernon Holme, Harbledown

Canterbury CT2 9AQ. Tel: 0227 462436

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks at £8.94 each. Also
attractive WALL PLAQUES at £11.40 and CAR BADGES at £11.16 each.
REGIMENTAL TIES (striped design) at £4.15 each (RA FLASH £5.06). Crested
designs £5.52). THESE PRICES INCLUDE VAT POSTAGE. Send SAE for Services
Price List.

D J Parkinson, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valley Drive, Brighton,
BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during mornings only.

THIS 1S THE FAaBuLous PEUGEOT 205 GTi
the car that Motoring Magazines rave about,
and RIGHT NOW IT'S ON SPECIAL OFFER

from ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS
PLUS

LOWEST PRICES ON TAX-FREE

FORDS & TALBOTS

Delivery through selected Main Dealers in
LONDON, SURREY, HAMPSHIRE & MIDDLESEX
Finance and insurance available
NAAFI| ® UK BANK LOANS ® DM LOANS
Post coupon today for full details and FREE colour brochure to:

Advanced Car Exports 15 Clarence Court,
The Broadway, London NW7 4RP. Telephone 01-906 2978
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MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of Post Service

MINIMUM ORDER 12 )
Large discounts for quantity

T-Slapzirts
Sweatshirts

Send for free brochure to:-
13y SPORT & LEISURE PRODUCTS

EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST HECKMONDWIKE - W.YDRKSHIRE WFI6 OLF
\_ TEL 0924 - 404568

Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £12; MC/DCM/MM/
QGM: £8; OBE/MBE/BEM: £6; MSM:£5;
LS & GC: £4.50; Coronation/Jubilee
Medal: £5: UN Cyprus: £4; S/Atlantic +
rosette: £3.75; GSM GV IR with clasp: £6;
GSM/CSM with clasp: £4.50; Second War
Stars: £1.50 each; Defence/War
Medals: £2.75 each
Miniature Mounting Bars for D.LY.
Mounting: 1 Medal 40p, 2—50p, 3-55p,
4-—-65p, 5—75p and 6—85p.
plus 15% V.A.T. (U.K. customers)
and 50p postage.

* 7.day medal mounting service for full-
size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’
and ‘court’ style.

( BEST PRICES

N\
& DELIVERY m

FREE DESIGN tie
SERVICE Tompany

ties

New address:

* Full-size medals supplied

Wire Blazer Badges

Mess Kit Badges

* Cap Badges

* Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars, etc.

Competitive prices, First-class quality
and delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists:-

MINIATURE MEDALS (SM),

30, COVENTRY ROAD, Merstham Vista House
BURBAGE, 5113/4/5/6 28 High Sreet
LEICESTERSHIRE. LE10 2HP. L Surrey RH1 3EA

Telephone: (0455) 39262.

N A

SURVIVAL AIns

The new 1986 48 page
full colour SURVIVAL
AIDS Catalogue
illustrates and describes
over 400 items of
personal outdoor and
survival equipment
specially suited to the
soldier, and includes
anew specialist
military section.

ALL first class
quality; ALL
guaranteed; ALL you
need for more
effective performance
all year round.

Weatherproof and windproof DPM outer clothing including
the new Ventile jackets and trousers - warm but smart inner
clothing - sleeping bags, bivi bags and tents - rucksacks
- compasses - torches - tools - knives - water purification and
cooking equipment - and much more.

Now FREE! For the first time you can be sent this unique
Catalogue free of charge —and in addition you will also
receive FREE the quarterly colour magazine ‘Survival News'.
Complete the coupon and malil today.

SURVAVAL AIDS

Survival Aids Limited, Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ

---------------------d------—------t--ﬁ

To Survival Aids Limited, Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ.
Please send me the 1986 Survival Aids Catalogue now and ‘Survival
News' quarterly for one year.

NAME

ADDRESS \iis!

SL

BLOCK CAPITALS
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T-SHIRTS _

WE SPECIALISE IN

ARMY UNITS SEND

US YOUR LOGO OR
BADGE TO COPY. NO
HIDDEN CHARGES.

JUST £3.99 EACH.
Minimum 20 each logo.

SURV VAL PONTMESS WITH THE SAS’

T-Shirts, really high quality. Printed black
on yellow or white. Sizes: Small, Medium,
Large, Extra Large. ONLY £3.99.

CHANDOS HOUSE, 42 ST OWEN STREET, HEREFORD

EQUIPMENT LTD

@D (0432) 277739

Visit
GOVERNMENT SURPLUS
CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT

Keen prices — large stocks
62/64 Hampstead Road, London NW1, nr Warren St/Euston

for finest selection

Bookchoice
Mail order bookservice
You needn't be out of touch
with your local bookshop —
send us your order” for any
hardback or paperback book
and we will despatch to any-

where in the world.

*Send no money now.
Bookchoice, PO Box 108, Hay-
wards Heath, Sussex RH16 3S8J,
England.

T SHIRTS AND
SWEATSHIRTS

Screen printed to your
own design (min order 15)
Write or telephone
FJDESIGN & PROMOTIONS
63 Severn Drive, Upminster,
Essex. Tel: Upminster 27153

GENUINE ISSUE
KIT

These genuine
British issue
waterproof high
leg DMS Boots are
now available in size 7-12. Just state
your size and send only £29.50 + £1.70

@ As above factory 2nds  £22.50
@ DMS shoes factory 2nds  £9.99

® Ammo Boots new £32.50
® DMS ankle boots new  £18.50
® NI Boots £23.99

@ DMS ankle boots grade 1 £6.50
@ Jungle Boots new £26.99
@ German Para Boots grade 1 £14.99

@ Trainers new £7.50
® Wellies £7.99
@ Wrens shoes new £9.99
@ Cushion Sox new £2.99
@ Arctic Sox new £3.50
® Insoles new £1.99
@ Para laces £1.50
@ Sea sox £3.50

@ Trousers lightweight new £13.50
@® DPM lightweights new  £24.99
® DPM shirts lightweight new £18.50

P&P on any quantity £1.70
(SAE for free catalogue please)

SILVERMAN'S (SMF)
London E1 4PS
Tel 01-790 5257

(Personal callers Mon-Fri)

Britain's leading suppliers of kit
to the Professionals

LEAVING THE SERVICE?

How many others will apply for
that ideal job? How few will be
interviewed? How do you get on
the short list?

A professionally prepared CV will
improve your chances dramatically.
CV PLUS, Dept (S), 90 London
Road, Salisbury, Wilts. Tel: 0722
21395.

The band of the Honourable Artillery
Company (TA), based in the City of
London, has vacancies for skilled
musicians in all sections, including
strings. If you have left the Forces
and live in the London area, why not
join a good Territorial Army band.
Apply in writing ro: Lt Col K R R Boulding,
Band of the Honourable Artillery Company,
Armoury House, City Road, London EC1D
2BQ.

OSTAL

R OUR SPECIAL VALENTINE ROSE

Delivered to your loved one for only £3.95
Please order early to avoid disappointment
Dept M, Rose Centre Ltd, PO Box 356, St Andrews, Guernsey, CI

SOLDIER
MAGAZINE
SERVICES

1984 bound volumes of SOLDIER
Magzine are now available on
request from the Distribution
Manager, SOLDIER, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GUII
2DU. Price £27.70 for UK and
BFPO addresses or £29.65 for
overseas.

ALSO Easibinders. Price £7.15
(UK), £6.20 (BFPO) and £6.80
(overseas).

1985 Bound volumes and Easibinders
will be advertised in the near future.

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS

DIARIES - BOOKMATCHES
KEYFOBS:PENS - BADGES

Printed to your own design
GEEJAY PROMOTIONS
286 Stradbroke Grove, Clayhall,
liford, Essex. IG5 0DQ
Tel. 01-550 4893

(}\gastm! ENTERPRISES

— et

ALL PRICES REDUGED!!

FREE! For full details of our greatly
expanded range, send an A5 sized stamped
addressed envelope to
PO Box 13, Rossendale, Lancs BB4 8SU.

N EW! WATERPROOF COMBAT SUITS
. PURPOSE DESIGNED BY EX-PARAS.
' b BRITISH DPM CAMOUFLAGE OR IN
OLIVE-GREEN 4 0Z PROOFED NYLON.
TOP QUALITY ONLY. :
SUCCESSFULLY TESTED IN ALL

ADVERSE WEATHER

CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN &

SOUTHERN HEMISPHERES.

The Jacket: Well proportioned cut with
two breast pockets, one of which in-
corporates a pen or pencil compartment.
Two larger lower pockets. Each of the
four pockets has rain flap held by inner
press studs, opening front with full length
heavy duty zip (non corrosive) elasti-
cated rear waist and lower draw strings,
sleeves fitted with inner storm cuffs. Col-
lar and elasticated hood attached.

The Trousers: Elasticated waist and two
entry trouser pockets. The complete suit
when packed in the pouch provided mea-
sures 12"x7"x3". The suits are designed
in 3 sizes — Small, Medium and Large.
Guaranteed top quality.

Price: complete suit £38, jacket only
£28, trousers only £12.

12}% discount on orders of 10 and over.
Designed by ex-members of the
Parachute Regiment.

JAMIE WOOD LTD, DEPT SN, CROSS ST, POLEGATE,
SUSSEX. TEL: 03212 3813.

48




SOLDIER MART ........ SOLDIER MART ........ SOLDIER MART

ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS

Engraved badge/crest minimum order 10.
Discount on 20 or over.
Goblets from £5.75. Tankards from £6.40 plus VAT

Post paid on orders over 20
Please send badge with order

R & BINCONLTD
LYDGATE HOUSE, 9 LYDGATE LANE,
SHEFFIELD S10 5FJ
Telephone 0742 685911

P : 2 22220t s 88 88 888 8 8 8.8 8 0.8.81

bl kT - Military Surplus SA-5B George St. T
£ I Rvopl:las Banbury. Tel. 57450 Dept. S.

MARCO-POLO, SAS SURVIVAL KNIFE
[ WITH
A SUBHAL J\j POCKETED
% KNIFE ‘HONESTONE'
KIT AS SAS Y i AND LEG TIE
2 6" Blade, 12" OA

¥ £12.95

Waterproof

-, ‘E comfa(g.forr:negarst;oids.
! £17.50 * Matches

x

x

x

e CAMOUFLAGED WILDERNESS * (FI‘I\IShIIc?r?SLt:Tfre)
: —SUR—WWﬂ-E—+ DAL * Hcyoks & Weights
X

* Made in Japan
X

.“

*

. CAMOUFLAGED JACK BOOT * Surgical Type Saw
d
8. ¥11.
£ I 5-95 + £1.00 ALL ITEMS. PRICES LIST £1.050.ﬂ

KNIFE. Leather sheath with clip back. # Needles/Spear Tips
Yo e 7 e v v v i ool vl i e sk e v o vk sk ke sk ol vl ook e e o e e ke i ok

IR SSS e E 88 8 8 8 8 8 & 8 8 & ¢

—
CURRICULUM VITAE {  T-Shirts

Give yourself the advantage .

of a professionally written CV Sw eatshlrt_s
. : Complete Design Screen Print

and receive our Job Hunters servica

The very best personalised printed
arment service from THE HM Forces
pecialists. All prices are inclusive of

Design. Screen, Carriage and (UK Only

VAT (e.g UK 10-24 price ONLY,

Guide.
PMS, 2 New Road, Little Kings-
hill, Gt Missenden, Bucks HP16
Supertees £3.60, Sweatshirts £7.00)

0EZ Tel: 02406 3367
| ————————————— With huge discounts for quantity orders
| Also Sportswear manufactured Supplied
r' L ISTﬂ Printed in many colours. i.e. Dartshirts
\ etc

HCP

@ English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.

Vista Houss, 28 High Sireet, Merstham
Surrey RH1 3EA. Tel: Merstham 5113/4/5/6

% contaet
A-ONE DESIGNS
55 Brook Street, Chester

\

\ Tel: Chester (0244) 311028 )

CLUB SWEATERS

BRITISH MADE

As supplied to regiments, squadrons & ships worldwide.
AMEFULLY INCLUSIVE PRICE LIST-we guarantee the

most competitive price.
Specially embroidered with your own design, giving
instant recognition and a real sense of identity.
Choice of ‘Superwash’ Lambswool, Shetland & Acrylic.
Prices from £5.15 each. Quantity discounts available
-we supply from 1 sweater upwards.

» FREE SWEATER VOUCHER.

SWEATSHIRTS & T-SHIRTS CUSTOM PRINTED
Send for free illustrated brochure to:-

o%e) sports pept. s
EMBLEM HOUSE- CHURCH ST- HECKMONDWIKE - W.YORKS WFIB OLF - TEL 0924 -404566

for your printed

SPECIALIST PRINTERS OF
% REGIMENTAL MOTIFS %

BASEBALL HATS, SWEATSHIRTS, SPORTSHIRTS.
T. SHIRTS, RUNNING VESTS, TRACKSUITS, BADGES ETC

come o the Professionals

_ winter weight jackets

RANK RHINO The F-Shirt Printers 01-803 2584

¥
3 ,r g UNITI8, COMMERCIAL ROAD, EDMONTON, LONDON NI8.

—_——_
The Top Quality range of personalised printed shirts

T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS
by interprint

T‘Shirts Double stitched seams
Sweat Shirts sritish made

Crew, Vee Neck, Hooded & Jog Suits

Sports Shirts

Other Products Ties, Hats,
Lighters, Stickers, Metal &
Sew-on Fabric Badges, Aprons,

Tea Towels & Tote Bags

FREE DESIGN SERVICE
MINIMUM ORDER-ONLY I2

Please send me your fREE colour brochure
& details of your fREE shirt voucher

Dept s
Mo Stamp Reqd

Dept S DALE STREET, CRAVEN ARMS, SHROPSHIRE SY7 SNY.
TEL. CRAVEN ARMS (05882) 2703 & 2502

JEREMY TENNISWOOD

International Specialist Militaria Dealer

Firearms Antique and modern, for shooters and collectors
Swords Madern dress and collectors of all types

Bayonets World selection, Comprehensive stock. Trade
lines and occasional lists!

Medals British and Commonwealth, full size and miniature.
Regular lists

Medal Ribbon British, Commonwealth and foreign; listed
possibly Britain's most comprehensive!

Cap Badges and Helmet Plates British and Commonwealth,
military, fire and police. Occasional list

Cloth Insignia LIST. Mostly British, some Commonwealth.
SAE or $1.00 Bill US; for reply

28 Gordon Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 IND

Tel: 0252 319791

o

“SUEZ SOLDIERS”

The BBC wishes to contact soldiers of the British/Egyptian/
French/lIsraeli forces who fought at Suez in 1956, to take partina
documentary film “Suez Soldiers” for transmission in 1986. This
will involve the personal stories and experiences, (rather than
political strategic ones), of both officers and other ranks, both
men and women, preferably English speaking, although not
essential. Anyone with such a personal story to tell and who
would like to be considered as a programme participant should
write, with full details, to Mo Bowyer, BBC-TV, Documentary
Features Department, Room 2041, Kensington House, Richmond
Way, Shepherds Bush, London W14, England.

FOREES FERRY SERVICE —% =
ALCONBURY, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PE17 5HF
Specialists to HM Forces, Relations and Retired Personnel

Buy a SEALINK ticket — 10% Forces
Concession — between January and July
1986 and win a weekend trip to Paris on
the ORIENT EXPRESS

Please telephone for information 0480 891435 (4 lines) 08.00-20.00
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MILITARY BOOKS — VIDEOS — CASSETTES — INSIGNIA

Apart from the many books and manuals we have to offer on SPECIAL FORCES we
have large stocks of titles on the RHODESIAN and VIETNAM war. Also GERMAN
ARMED FORCES including photo histories of the WAFFEN SS. We also have a wide
selection of INSIGNIA. Plus FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION, SPECIAL FORCES and
VIETNAM. Plus ORIGINAL GERMAN and AMERICAN footage on VIDEO of the war
on the EASTERN FRONT, DESERT, ARDENNES and the WAFFEN SS in action
also the early THIRD REICH period and VIETNAM. We can also offer a good
selection of LEGION and GERMAN marches on cassettee. 50p for large illustrated
list.

LANDMARK, 270 BURLINGTON ROAD, NEW MALDEN, SURREY KT3 6NL
Phone 01-949 2505

’-_--_---N

TAX FREE EXPORT

Buy from CARFORCE for a superb saving,
RHD and UK specification, type approved cars,
delivery UK or overseas, part exchange facilities,

finance, insurance and all documentation
expertly taken care of.
With over 10 years experience in supplying most makes
of Tax Free cars to HM Forces this adds up
toa GREAT DEAL

YOU WILL SAVE MORE THAN JUST THE TAX

Military, Overseas, Diplomatic Sales
4 Havercroft Buildings, Chapel Road
Worthing, West Sussex BN11 1DG UK

'NTERNAT'ONAL (0903) 213559 Telex: 877529 SLIPAY G

———-—-———-\
\-—-———-—————,

\—--——---'

* BOSTON TEE SHIRT CO0. LTD.+

Your own designs

on machine washable

Tee-Shirts. Sweat

shirts Jogging Suits
Sports Shirts and
embroidered V neck

Sweaters

® YOU PAY WHEN WE DELIVER "
*COMPLETE MONEY BACK GUARANTE} '
*100% MACHINE WASHABLE

*UP TO 5 COLOUR PRINTING '

*FAST SERVICE - APPROX 2 WEEKS '

* MINIMUM ORDER ONLY 10 GARMENTS
*NO ARTWORK OR SCREEN CHARGES
®ALL SHIRT SIZES & COLOURS IN STOCK ©

LOANS

£300-£10,000
No deposit required

— UK FORCES WORLDWIDE —
(also ex forces and civilians in UK)
Cars, holidays, home improvements,
boats, furniture, motorbikes, caravans,
motorhomes, school fees, household and
electrical goods, luxuries, repairs.
Clear existing loans, HP, credit cards, 1
lower monthly repayment — cash spare.
Special rates for homeowner/buyers.
Loans subject to status. Find out where
you fit in, ring — 0929 423925
(from W. Germany 0044-929423925)

9 am-9 pm (UK time) 7 days
FORCES FINANCE
(Forces dept. of Norstar Finance)

183 Streche Rosd, Swanage, Dorsel
(Licensed — Office Fair Trading)

Able-LABELS

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No. or any
words you need up to 6 Lines

1000 Self Adhesive Labels 19 X 40mm

Black on White  geng  Black on Gold

Payment

£3 2 with Order £4 00
TODAY!

r Phone -Write for Leaflets & Samples

assettes. Glass, Metal,
tc. All prices include post & packing

Able 'OVEN 72 Black on White
o £3.50
up to 30 letters-spaces

Wash=Dry Clean. For School, Uniforms etc
Please order in CLEAR BLOCK CAPITALS
with payment TODAY! Delivery 21 days
Steepleprint Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - Tel 0604 810781

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks.
With or without unit designa-
tion.
Send for price list.
Lancashire Pleating Co Ltd, Lees
Road, Kirkby Industrial Estate,
Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone 051-546 5161/2.

SUPPLYUINE—
MINIATURE MEDALS
BY POST SERVICE

LS&GC/GSM NI £4.85. War/ Defence/
S. Atlantic £4.05. Rosette 90p. UN
Cyprus £5.40. BEM/Coronation/ Silver
Jubilee/MSM/MBE £6.00. MM/QMG
£9.50. Add VAT at 15% + 30p P&P.
Mounting Service for full and minia-
tures. Send SAE for catalogue.

to  SUPPLYLINE, INGRAM
PARADE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS,
YORKS. LS26 ONU.

Hours. Ready-to-use, anywhere,
anytime. Remove sachet from
pack, squeeze . . . within
minutes heats up to 50-70°C.

A breakthrough for soldiers, in
fact anyone who feels the cold.

Be warm while
others shiver

Personal Hand & Body Warmers. The Portable heat
packs. Hand Warmers last up to 6 Hours. Body Warmers last up to 20

See sports retailer
or far further details
and mail order contact

Mycoal Warm Packs I.ld
PO Box 43, London SW10 9BZ. Tel: 01-352 4056

Avery special gift
cansay a
housand words

*DIRECT SCREEN PRINTING
NOT TRANSFERS

A very personal gift for Christmas, Birthdays,
Valentines Day, Anniversaries, or even just a
surprise can mean so much when you‘re miles
“away from home, just to reassure your loved
ones that they're being missed.

Our unique personal gifts by post ensures your

love, thoughts, and even personal message
along with your choice of gift get to that
very special person, for that very
special occasion.

With a large selection of toys, pens,
lingerie, chocolates etc. to choose
from, together with personal
message glgt card, wrapped in a
presentation box ‘and posted to
anywhere in the U.K. makes an ideal
./ way to let your loved ones know you
haven’t forgotten.

The Boston Tee Shirt Co. Ltd.
1Hennock Road

Marsh Barton Ind. Est.

Exeter EX2 8ND

Tel. Exeter(0392) 30994

BOSTON TEES
"
POST COUPON OR PHONE FOR

GLARANTELS

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE

SOL 7

ent
old Arbour r AssOin

S
5 All Gol g8 lace
pox TermY 3 AL iand sewn 90 with
1 ol
, ﬁi“‘.%&‘aa«* e il 1 031'.7
lp" wforbath£13 "
wﬂ »
P _,__—-—f.15'90 v /. :

£ FREEPOST 2-4 Piccadilly
~" | Bradford West Yorkshire BD1 1BR

MR /MRS /Miss
ADDRESS

(capitals please)
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PASSION PACK
A Present for Her
A Treat for You

SATINSILKY BRIEFS, matching garter, suspender
belt and garter in box with matching stockings, red.
blue, black, white and pink — £7.95. FISHNET
STOCKINGS SET, matching garter, suspender belt
and garter with fishnet briefs to match, colours
white and black — £8.95. Soft nylon Baby Dolls
trimmed with glittering Lurex — white only — £13.95
Size women's (34-38in).
Send your message and destination 1o,
Francoise Fashions, 2 Church Place, Stanwix, Carlisle,
Cumbria CA3 9DN

SLEEPING MATS

Standard Nato olive mat, 4 season
rating. 100% crosslinked foam. 55¢cms
x 185cms x Bmm, wt 255 grms £4.95.
DPM mat. First in the country,
Printed on both sides. 5 seasons
(Arctic) rating, 100% crosslinked

| foam. 60cms x 190cms x 100mm, wt

410grms £11.95. Mail order only. Post
75p. Send stamp for surplus catalogue.
Dept S, Joe’s Surplus, Ashgrove Farm,
Ardley, Bichester, Oxon OX6 9PJ.

RGAIN VILLA HOLIDAYS AT
DIRECT-TO-YOU PRICES!

A A A A . | |
A A A | |

D'Azur.

starvilla

Huge Discounts for Children up to 16! 1986
Extra Low Prices for Large Groups

Ask for our FREE 96-page colour brochure packed with the
best villa holidays for families of all sizes in Corsica, Crefe,
Corfu, Zakynthos, Costa Brava/Blanca/Del Sol, Menorca,
Lanzarote, Algarve, Brittany, South-Wes! France and Cote

SUMMER
BROCHURE
OouT NOW!

Tell us your party size, dates and where you want to go and we will recommend specific villas.
Our friendly staff know the villas inside out and really want to heip you. OUR PRICES ARE
GUARANTEED . . . but be quick we sell out very early!

TALK TO THE EXPERTS (0223) 311990
ONCE YOU &*&sis&o%s High Street

gj{) WITH US,
OU'LL STAY 2
WITH (8 Cambridge CB4 IND  23i% s

CASHS NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt.
3 doz (same name) £5.12
6 doz (same name) £5.70
12 doz (same name) £7.30

Please enclose cheque/PO pay-
able to Boddingtons.

Write name in block letters stating
red/blue/black lettering.
Boddingtons, Doodles, Cannons
Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop’s

Stortford, Herts.

EL)TE

the ultimate choice for the professional soldier. . .
SURVIVAL — MILITARY — SIGNALLING
AND EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Over 250 items to choose from

Send large SAE for your free catalogue

ELITE SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, Land of Green Ginger, Front
Street, Tynemouth, North Tyneside. Tel: 091 591521

SURVIVAL

EQUIPMENT

M B B e e e e e o o oo o oo oot ]

| IHIRENi

Yansres™

] T.SHIRTS

SWEATSHIRTS

g SILK SCREEN E
PRINTED TO YOUR
OWN DESIGN

(min. order 20 shirts)

Eva * Top Quality Shirts E

© Fast, Efficient Service
* Free Proof Garment

® Free Design Service

* UK/Worldwide Delivery

For free information package contact:

SPRINTPRINT (s

15/16 Cambria Bridge Road, Swindon SN1 5LH, Wilts.
: Telephone: (0793) 695766

e

=

HEAVY SHEEPSKIN
FLYING JACKETS

TYPE WW2. Made in heavy brown

h kin with sheep leather on the
outside. Pockets and seams bound in
leather. Large sheepskin collar with zip

sleeves and leather beit.
Sizes SM.L. £85
p-p. £3.00 Ex. Large Size £89.50
Sheepskin Flying
Helmet to match.

(Can be worn as a hat with lugs
strapped up.) £ 6 95 pep £1.
This is a quality item, not to be
confused with cheap imitations.

Money / Postal Order or Cheque with order
Satistaction or money refunded. Access acceptable
Please authorise and quote number

(Prop. A.H. Yzer)

SURPLUS CASH&CARRY

ept S1
Unit 20, Swanfield, Edinburgh EH6 SRX
031-554 3725

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

For brochure and price list contact:

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 32, 555 Lea Bridge Road
London E10 7EQ
Telephone 01-556 4810

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
SEND FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd,
Lees Road,

Kirkby Industrial Estate,
Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone 051-546 5161/2.

These brand new Combat Sweaters, or bet-
ter known as ‘Wolly Pully’, are 100% pure
wool and are genuine
Forces issue  with
epaulettes.

36" ... £6.95 42" . £1250
38" . 11095 44" . £12.99
40" 11195 46" . £13.50
Colours: RAF blue, navy,
olive/khaki

We also have used
sweaters with epaulet-
tes at £5.99, or without at
£4.99; Khaki only — p&p

£1.70
@ New Cammo Wool Sweaters . £13.99
@ USA Wool Scull Caps .............. £4.50

@ Para T-shirts, SAS T-shirts ... £4.50
@ USA Flashlights .................. £5.99

These brand new
nylon FLYING
JACKETS are Auth-
entic USA MA1 with
orange lining, knitted
cuffs and waistband,
colours, sage green or
black, state chest and
height.

£42.50 £1.70 p&p

@ USA T/SHIRTS green . .. £3.50
@ USA maroon S/SHIRTS . . . . . £4.99
@ USA Sunglasses and compasses

®USADogTags............ £1.50
@ USA F/paint i £1.99

® |talian Combat Jacket . E7.50
* NATO Combat Jacket, green  £12.99
* British green Parkas . ...E£39.99
® DPM Jackets, new, cotton . £47.50
* DPM Caps, Falklands . . £12.50
* DPM Caps, new, cotton £5.99
* DPM Jungle Hats, new . . .. . . £7.90
* DPM Arm Bands . ... ... £3.99
* DPM W/ Proof £24.50
* Cammo Net, large.....................225.50
* DPM Hoods, new, cotton £5.99
* Wellingtons .. ............ 199
* Sea Sox . ... DN ST B
L% New 58 Belts .................. £1.50
* Mess Tins . £4.99 p

These genuine USA
new MB5 4-pocket
Combat Jackets come
in green or cammo
with concealed hood
and brass zip. State
chest and height.

£49.99 + £1.70 p&p

* M65 used Combat Jacket . £24.99

* Green Sox, poly .. .£1.20
* BiviTents ......£17.99
® Flying Suits ... . .£29.99
* Raincoats ...... £4.45
* Qvercoats £14.50

* Green Towels............. £3.50
* Suit Cases . 358
* 58 Nylon Cases £2.99

* Wool Gloves £3.50
* Fishtails . .. .. £25.50
* Nite Sticks ...... £7.50
* Blue Serge Bells . £2.50
* Naval Hammocks £9.99

% PT Shorts . ...... £1.50

* |talian padded knee Trousers £5.50
#® British lightweights, new £13.50
* British lightweights, Grade 1 £5.50
* Khaki Shorts ... e 1099
® German Para Trousers ... .. £6.99
* Italian Knickerbockers . . £4.95
* German Parkas . ... ..... £17.50
* |sraeli Parkas ............ £2350

@ SAS Smocks

® SAS Bergans

@ High Leg Boots
@® DMS Shoes

® '58 Sleeping Bags
® '58 Webbing Sets
® '44 Webbing Sets
® Insoles

® New issue Sox

® Para Smocks DPM

(SAE for Free Catalogue please)

SILVERMAN'S kSM]
MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
Telephone 01-790 5257

y Personal callers Monday-Friday
... "Almost Anything in Govt Surplus”
Britain's Leading Suppliers of kit to the
Professionals
Maximum/minimum p&p £1.70
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There's only one range of British cars
ready to take on foreign competition.

Austin Rover.

The highest flying models in Europe. Available at the lowest possible
cost.

So take leave to inspect the superior Rover 200 series. Parade in the
huxurious Montego, or go ‘bootless’ in our matchless hatchbacks, the
award winning Metro and Maestro.

And, of course, we've the force’s favourite personnel carrier, the
marvellous Mini.

All available at Rankins. The only force to be reckoned with.

Why wait until you’re in Germany?

For more than 20 years we've led the field, supplying top ranking
Austin Rovers to British Forces based in Germany — at no nonsense
prices.

From our home base, we bring tax-free benefits to Britain. Giving you
the chance to enjoy your tax-free car for up to 12 months before posting,
buy in the knowledge that when you arrive in Germany our British service
team will look after you, benefit from Supershield, Austin Rover’s
armour-like - anfi-corrosion warranty, and the peace of mind of Rankins
unique European Get-U-Home Plan. =

See for yoursell how Rankins make buying at home or overseas so
easy.

We're ready and waiting for your tax-free orders!

No flak or hassle.

Our tax-free specialists take care of all the paperwork, fill in all the
forms, and know all the angles. The only decision you need make is:
“Which new car shall I buy?”

Need to talk terms?

Rankins can arrange really low-interest, low-deposit finance at
exceptionally keen rates exclusive to HM Forces and attached civilians on
posting to Germany. And, it's finance that means no complications should ¢
you return to the UK unexpectedly. !
We outrank them all.

Don’t be misled by others who claim to‘offer an equal package. Our
25 years’ expertise is our bond that when it comes to what you pay and
the service you get, nobody outranks Rankins, The finest tax-free package
in Europe.

You make the orders.
Can you really afford to buy elsewhere?

Just complete the coupon or pick up the phone and we’ll rush you
full facts — by return.

AUSTIN ROVER MILITARY SALES

w’¥¥”  byRankins)

EVEN BETTER THAN TAX-FREE

|
|
|
l
|
|

METRO.
From LOL to MG Turbo, our
award winner is unheatable
around the city or on the
open road.

MAESTRO.
With extra carrying capacity a
choiee of economical 1.3 or
exhilarating MG EFiand
Vanden Plas, you won
find o more prawtive

7 DI & B MONTEGO.
. Luxurious appointment and
super smooth combort. high

ingsaloons and estates
Varying in engine size
from 1.3 to MG EFi

but constant

o quality,

i S ROVER 200.

design. High technology and
high performance,

Send to Rankins Ltd.. FREEPOST. Faringdon, Oxon SN7 SBR {no stamp
required). Tel: (0367) 21225
Orin Germany. send lo: Rankins, Druckerstrasse 17, 4050 Ménchengladbach.
Tel: 02166-129122 :

Please rush me details on the following models e ) A
Forusein________ (country), Datereqd.

Neme_ . . e AR o

Address

DR 13/1/86

|
|
|
T |
|
|

nd

1
ot

lighted in a range of outstand

Brand new state -oi-the -art Rover

52




ARMY FOOTBALL LOSES DON TRINDER

ARMY football’s Man Friday,
the irrepressible Don Trinder,
has retired.

Don, 56, is retiring to Essex
and has already found himself
another job as administrative
assistant to the headmaster of
Clacton High School.

It is almost 40 years since
Don Trinder joined the Royal
Army Service Corps as a clerk.
He already had a promising
reputation as a footballer and
had played for Hampshire
Under-14s.

Playing at full back and centre
half Don attracted attention from
the big professional clubs and had
trials for Arsenal, Sunderland and
Southampton.

Sadly his own footballing career
was brought to.a very premature
conclusion when he broke a knee
while captaining the British troops
in Austria team.

He recalls playing against the
late, great Duncan Edwards when
the Manchester United star was

doing National Service. “It was
like having 23 outside rights
playing against me!”’

Don then turned to refereeing
and continued until ten years ago.
He officiated at an under-19s
international between Malaysia
and Borneo and his most mem-
orable game was the Borneo Cup
Final.

“It was played in an enclosed
stadium with other pitches nearby.
The ball was passed to a winger
who was ten yards offside but as
the ball was going to the *keeper 1
shouted for them to play on.

“The ’keeper went to pick it up
but a whistle blew from a hockey
match next door and the goalie
rolled it back to the forward. He
then blasted it into the goal and I
had no choice but to allow it.”

After the match referee Trinder
was escorted from the pitch by the
police and it took eight armed
policemen to get him out of the
ground past angry fans.

Don has also been very active

on the cricket field, playing
regularly at unit level. In 1976 he
won his qualifications as both an
umpire and scorer.

He umpired many Army games
against county second elevens and
in 1982 achieved his life’s ambition
of umpiring at Lords in the match
between Combined Services and
the National Association of Young
Cricketers. He has also scored at
cricket’s holy of holies.

Looking back at the dual role
Don feels you need to be almost as
fit 1o be an umpire as a referee.
For the football match lasts 90
minutes while cricket action is
spread over three days.

“You have to concentrate for
six-and-a-half hours every day and
that isn’t easy when there may not
have been a run scored for 20
minutes.”

Because of his new job Don
accepts that his contact with Army
football will be limited for the next
few years — but he is looking
forward to its centenary in 1988,

Don Trinder, he’ll keep in touch

“I'hope to keep in touch as much
as possible but I suppose it will be
like the old story of the old soldier
that fades away,” he said.

His successor as assistant sec-
retary to the Army Football
Association is Sergeant Brian
LeBretton, Royal Signals, a well
known Army referee who is about
to leave the Army.

TA BEAT WEAK ARMY SIDE

THE Territorial Army scored their
first win, in their series of annual
soccer matches against the Army,
when they beat the Army XI by
two goals to one at Aldershot.

It wasn’t the full Army side —
only two players with any senior

squad experience were on parade
— but it was a good performance
by the Volunteers, in a game
between well matched sides.
Smyth, 4 R Irish(V) struck the
opening goal for the visitors.
Following some scrappy mid-field

ARMY ESGORT FOR BOTHAM

about £600,000.

Three miles from Lands End, Captain Jimmy James swaps a
joke with lan Botham

Soldiers of 6th Battalion The Light Infantry (Volunteers)
escorted lan Botham to Lands End at the end of his
marathon walk from John o’Groats, the only Army unit to
take part during the cricketer's 870-mile walk.

The battalion, which has its headquarters in Bath with
companies in Somerset and Cornwall, provided TA soldiers
to accompany Botham during the final 80 miles of his
walk, from Launceston to Lands End.

Each of the soldiers was sponsored for contributions to
the Leukaemia Research fund for which Botham raised

And when they arrived at Lands End, the 6 LI men were
employed by local police in controlling the crowds who
had turned out at the end of the Botham Bandwagon.

play, the ball floated wide on the
left to the lurking Smyth and he
despatched it with clinical
efficiency.

The Army equalised just eight
minutes later. Jardine, (1 SG), sent
striker Reid, 1 A and SH, through,
and he raced clear and hammered
the ball home from the edge of the
penalty area.

Smyth scored what proved to
be a winning goal in the 32nd
minute. A lofty overhead kick into
the Army penalty area dropped

clear of the Army defence and the
lanky striker sent a looping header
wide of Shankland, 1 SG, in the
Army goal.

In the second half exchanges a
fierce 40-yard shot by Brown,
TRRE, shaved the crossbar, but
there was very little penetration
from an attack which was well
contained by a compact Volunteer
defence.

In fact, there was almost another
goal when Smyth shot wide.

LOST SADDLE THWARTS JONES

The Army’s Cycling Roller
Championships drew more than
40 keen cyclists to Harrogate.

In the Junior Team Champion-
ships 400m Sprint AT Chris Jones
of Harrogate led them to a
convincing win over JLR RE
Dover, JL.B Shorncliffe and AA
Coll Chepstow. He won by a clear
second from his team mate Tony
Vince, who returned consistent
times of 17.4 seconds.

In the ride off for individual
placing, Chris Jones was unable to
repeat his performance when his
saddle slipped off and he lost his
pedals in the semi final against
Mark Sincock, and was easily
beaten by Alan ‘Davy’ Crockett in
the race for third place. In a superb
ride off for first place Tony Vince
beat Sincock by a tyre’s width.

In the Junior 1000m Time Trial,
Jones was back to form, losing
narrowly to his team mate Peters,
with Tony Vince third and Dave
Crockett fourth. Harrogate again
won the team event. In the Senior
Competition for the SOLDIER

Cup Harrogate again proved too
strong, beating RSME Chatham,
AA Coll Chepstow and R Signals.

In the 4400m Time Trial
Graham ‘Fitty’ Fit, led his team
mate Stephen ‘Wid’ Witty by only
0.1 second with veteran Alan Green
third and one of last year’s stars,
Andy Sole from BAOR, fourth.

In the ride offs for the individual
placings, Green’s experience
showed as he disposed first of Witty
— who claimed he was saving
himself to beat Sole in the ride for
third and fourth places — and then
Fitt, to take first place. For 12
consecutive years, Alan Green has
been involved in the run offs — a
truly remarkable performance.

In the 500m Time Trial, Fitt
proved too strong for all comers,
leading them home in 72.9 secs
with Witty second, Sear (also of
Harrogate) third and Green in
fourth place. Green had a tussle
with young Wilkinson from Chep-
stow with the lead changing two
or three times, before Green got
clear on the last lap.
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ith a field of over

4,200 it was the big-

gest event of its kind

ever held in Alder-
shot, and perhapsin the Armyasa
whole.

Certainly the organisers of the
first Aldershot Garrison fun run
could recall only one other event
which came anywhere near it; that
was in the Falklands nine months
ago with 2,500 runners.

Organised under the slogan
90-107’ (the 90 for the percentage
of garrision troops it was hoped
would take part: the 10 for the

- distance in kilometres they would
run) the race started immediately
after the draw for the Aldershot
SSAFA Centenary raffle.

As it happened one of the

winners of the two Metros being
raffled was WO1 Jim Noble, RSM
of the Army School of Physical

Training, which organised the ‘

running of the race.

The mass start on Queen’s
Parade Recreation Ground was
signalled by the firing of a 7 RHA
field gun by Chelsea pensioner,
QMSI John Reid (72), and a Very
pistol by Miss Pickfords (Melanie
Smith). Pickfords Removals spon-
sored the event.

First to reach the Aldershot
Military Stadium, after completing
the 10 kilometre circuitin 31 mins
37 secs, was Colour Sergeant
Malcolm French of 3 Para. He
received £75 worth of vouchers
for winning, plus £50 for being

the fastest man over 18.

The field which followed him
home included 471 Servicewomen
and four brigadiers, one of whom
was the Garrison Commander,
Brigadier Richard Mountford.

At the end of it all, when every
competitor had crossed the line

SIGNALS ARE CHAMPS
— AND RUNNERS-UP

The 2 infantry Division HQ and Signals Regiment from
York have become the Army’s wild water canoe champions
for the second year in succession.

They retained the title by beating 16 Signal Regiment
from BAOR into second place over five miles of the River
Swale at Richmond, North Yorkshire.

Conditions were hardly ideal. Afthough an extra foot of
water on the Sunday meant better canoeing for the
individual events, it was a fairly bumpy ride for the team
competition on the first day of the championships.

The result of the K1 team event was particularly gratifying
for2 HQSR — it showed that last year's result was no fluke.
The team was only formed for the 1984 wild water
championship. Success then gave the incentive for months
of hard training on the River Quse at York to lay the
foundations for success again this year.

The presence of Warrant Officer 1 (RSM) Bill White in
the team has no doubt been a great help to the younger
members. Bill has been a member of the Army canoe team
since 1970 and 10 years ago he represented Great Britain
in many internationals.

Results:

Team events: K1 Wild Water racing class: 1, 2 Inf Div HQ
& Signals Regt; 2, 16 Signal Regt. BAOR; 3, RMCS,
Shriveham. Slalom: 1, Guards’ Adventurous Training Wing;
2, 1 DWR; 3, RMCS, Shrivenham.

Individual events: Slalom: 1, Capt A H Bradborn, Guards’
ATW; 2, L/Sgt C Offless, Guards’ ATW, 3, Major J A Turner,
5 LI. Canadian Singles: 1, WO1 C S Richmond, 8 Fid
Wkshops, REME; 2, S/Sgt N Martin, 1 Regt, AAC; 3, Sgt K
Truby, 16 Sigs Regt. Ladies: Slalom: Lt Mann, 2 Inf Div HQ
& Sigs Regt; K1: Sgt P Coley, WRAC Centre, Guildford.
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without any having fallen by the
wayside, he expressed his satis-
faction with the event and the
efforts of all concerned.

There was one solitary civilian
in the throng of Service competi-
tors. The Mayor of Rushmoor
(Councillor Colin Boulchin) joined

the runners for the first mile before
returning to the stadium to prepare
for the prize presentation.

Resulis: Overall: 1 C/Sgt French,
3 Para (£75), 2 S/Sgt Roger,
APTC, artached 2 Para (£50), 3
L/Cpl Grant, 3 Para (£30). First
Junior under 18: Dor Leech, 27
Regiment, RCT, (£50). First Ser-
vicewoman over 18: Sgt Maggie
Smith, WRAC attached QARANC
depot (£50). First man over 18:
C/Sgt French (£50). First veteran
(over 18): WOZ2 Davies, HQ S E
District, (£50).

shornclitfe pack 8-1 punch

The Army’s Junior Boxing
Championships fought at Pir-
bright started with a walkover
bout — and then the whole
contest became almost a
complete walkover for Sala-
manca Company, from Junior
Infantry Battalion Shorncliffe.
At the end of the nine-bout
evening, Waterloo Company of the
Guards Depot had won only one
contest, JIB taking the other eight
— and the SOLDIER trophy.
The flyweight bout which was
to start the evening was conceded
by the home team because they
could not find the weight, but
although the evening started in
disappointment for the packed
gymnasium by that cancelled bout,
itended in a scrap of such ferocity
that the referee stopped the contest

with both contestants unable to
carry on fighting. But by that time
the bout between Rutter (Waterloo
Company) and McDermott (Sala-
manca) had reached the last of the
three rounds, with McDermott
being declared winner.

Results:

Fly: Briody (Salamanca) won by
walkover; Bantam: Smith (Sala-
manca) beat May; Light welter:
Godbold (Salamanca) beat Finlan;
Light middle: Curtis (Salamanca)
beat Gray; Middle: Weston
(Salamaca) beat Colbert; Light
heavy: Smith (Waterloo) beat
Ward; Welter: McDermott (Sala-
manca) beat Rutter.

The face of McDermott (Sala-
manca) seems to tell the story of
the ferocious welter weight contest

— but not quite, because he went
on to win over Rutter




WARRANT OFFICER
(AMMUNITION TECHNICIAN)

The Warrant Officer (Ammunition Technician) will be
responsible to the Naval Armaments Organisation, through
the Ammunition Technical Officer (Naval), for the safety
and serviceability of the Sultan of Oman’s Navy shore
ammunition holdings. Specific responsibilities will include:
a. Inspection of all new receipts ex-manufacture and

ex-SON ships.

b. Routine inspections and proof, testing and repair of all
natures of SON ammunition.

¢. Disposal of unserviceable ammunition by local
demolition or dumping at sea.

d. Evaluation and initial training of local Naval personnel,
assessing potential for future training as Ammunition
Technicians and/or Storemen.

e. Inspections of SON ammunition in forward/rear
locations and as necessary on board ships.

f Assisting in investigations into ammunition accidents
and incidents involving SON ammunition.

NEARING THE END
OF YOUR SERVICE?

If 0, the Sultan of Oman’s Navy can offer ex-Soldier personnel the opportunity and challenge of continuing their career
in one of the most advanced small Navies in the World.

WARRANT OFFICER
(STOREMAN)

The Warrant Officer (Storeman) will be responsible to
the Naval Armaments Organisation, through an
Ammunition Technical Officer (Naval), for the safe storage
and handling and for the proper accounting of the Sultan
of Oman’s Navy shore ammunition holdings. Specific
responsibilities will include:

a. Ammunition explosives accounting and manual
documentation of transactions.

b. Inservice surveillance of storage and handling of SON
shore ammunition holdings.

c. Physical stock checks of holdings.

d. Basic training of local Naval personnel in ammunition
storage handling techniques and assessment of
potential for future advancement and training as
Ammunition Technicians/Storemen.

Personnel for both posts will have had experience
working in Ammunition Depots and perhaps on
Inspectorates. Previous service in the Middle East and
knowledge of Arabic, although not essential, would be a
distinct advantage. As the armaments organisation of the
Sultan of Oman’s Navy is only now being established the

WARRANT OFFICERS RO 600 PM.TAXFREE §

Current rate of exchange is about RO 0515 = &1.
A bonus of 20% of all basic pay earned is paid
at the end of each contract.

Ammunition Technician will initially be physically
involved in the inspections, repair operations and in the
structuring of the Naval Armaments organisation.
Contracts are for unaccompanied uniformed service,
initially for 2 years, renewable thereafter by mutual
agreement. Salary is paid locally in Omani Rials and is
fully remittable. 60 days’ leave is granted each year with
3 free flights. There are facilities for family visits.
; For more information and an application form,
please telephone Ninette Mantle, on
01-408 1010 (quoting ref. S/1) or write
to her at ARA International, Overseas
Recruitment Division, Edman House,
17-19 Maddox Street, London WIR OEY.
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SULTAN OF OMAN’S NAVY









