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e, the Volunteers 

The Best Thlri 
are TAN FREE ! 

Mal Cbn John K I . r e  
Iv. commander of 
Brltlsh~orcasin 
Emnla, p-ts 

torlsl Army and 
rwerva members of3 
Company, Royal MIIC 

to the 1st (UK) 
Armoured Dlvlalon In 
former Yugorlavla 

All 52 prt-tlme sol- 
d l m  who racelved 
the medal had wved 
full six-month tours 
wlth the Peace Impb 
mentatkm Form 
thefullmngaofRMP (IFOR), out 

dutb. Thdr num 
bersrefie*thercafe 
oflAandnsmcl 
manpower used on 
Operstlon R d u t e .  

8anrsl of the mllC 

slgmd on for a fur- 
ther alxmonth tour of 

IFOR medals to lard- 

tsly POIICO attached 

tary pallcanrm have 

dutv. 

11 Felix thrives 
321 EODs 25 years 

12 People 

14 Lifestyle 
A sympathetic 
voice for veterans? 

16 ARRC sappers 
Royal Engineers help 
to reconstruct Bosnia 

18 Humour 
Chip's selection box 

19 Tiger patrol 
617 PWRR exercise 
in Northumberland 

20 Write stuff 
In the front line with 
Media Ops Group 

22 Hong Kong 

am 1, including 
able NOW 

c -- ---- -llltl ils P TAX-FREF --DlrJo 'I 

V i $  . . . .  

aII round I I I 
RETURN of the Allied Command Europe Rapid Reaction Corps 
(ARRC) headquarters from Bosnia to Germany late last month left 
the 1.800 home-coming troops looking forward to a particularly happy 
Christmas with their families and friends. 

Christmas cake competition 
gave Army chefs an additional 
incentive to make their mark. 

In Hong Kong, the 1st Bat- 
talion, The Staffordshire Regi- 
ment, spending its third 
successive Christmas away 
from home, is determined to 
celebrate the last festive season 
in the Territory in style (see 
feature, Pages 22-27). 

In Canada, the permanent 
s d o f  the British Army Train- 
ing Unit, Suffield, will follow 
their own custom at rhis t ine 
of the year - and take to the ski 
slopes. For the Defence Postal and 

Courier Agency, based at Mill 
Hill, London, the rush started 
in With early November. normal business dou- 

bling, this year the 75 military 
and 130 civilian staff have had 
m-Service support, including 
members of the Temtorial 
Army, to cope with the vast 
number of parcels and cards. 

0 Srvice personnel provide 
a p r e w n ~  from Aswnslon 
Island to nrkey. see Page S. 

3 

Corps of Royal Engineers 
spread cheer in a series of con- 
certs for soldiers and civilians. 
Celebrity chef Brian Tumer 
visited military cookhouses 
throughout Bosnia and a 

But many others on duty 
around the world, especially in 
operational theatres, are also 
determined to mark Christmas 
Day paditionally. 

For example, in common 
with other units in Bosnia, The 
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, 
as in the Gulf in 1990, will 
make sure they celebrate 
Christmas and Hogmanay in 
time-honoured fashion. 

And even before Headquar- 
ters 20 Armoured Brigade 
moved from Sipovo to replace 
1 (UK) Division at Banja Luks, 
staff were rehearsing for a 
hilarious Christmas panto. 
As the festive season got 

under way the Band of the 

c, ..... 
Cheung, Hong Kong Log 
Sp Regt, leads the una's 
lion dance musicians. 
Garrison special feature 
-see Pages 22-27 

28 Christmas talc 

30 Caring Army 

32 Diary 

35 Letters 

Big-headed Belize 

I Soldier's honours plea 

Call for a full information pack giving details of our Special Militar, #Rice 
Finance and Pan Exchange, or complete and return the coupon klrn 

Front cover I 
Father Christmas: Pte Colette Gallagher was surprised with 
some early presents in Bosnia when her dad. Capt Tom Gal- 
lagher. delivered them in person. Colette, an AGC clerk with 
1 RGJ at Gornji Vakuf. was leaving Bosnia as her father 
began a tour as quartermaster with 39 Engr Regt. (And 
you've guessed it: the Chinese greeting at the foot of the 
page translates into Sing Tang Fai Lok - Merry Christmas.) 
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L ' !  WE BRING GPS DOWN TO EARTH!" 
Soldiers are 

there when you 
need them ... 

r Save money.. . take out a Christmas subscription, - 
scription rates will stay the 
same untll further notice. 

This edition of the magazine 
1s the last of 1996, although the 
next, dated January 6, 1997, 
will be printed before Christ- 
mas. 

Readers gave Soldier a 

tion, so why don't you? It 
couldn't be simpler -and you'll 
save money. 

And If you're looking for a 
Christmas gift idea for some- 
one else, why not a subscrip- 
tion to Soldier? 

The form is on Page 41. 

value-for-money "thumbs up" 
in the survey conducted earlier 
this year (by 82 per cent of 
respondents, to be exact) and 
since then the magazine has 
become even more coiourful. 

Almost a third of all readers 
take the magazine on subscrip- 

NEW YEAR means good news 
for Soldier readers who buy 
their magazine on subscrip- 
tion. MILITARY GPS 11 r 

7 
For although higher costs 

mean the cover price will 
increase to 80p -the first rise DIRECT FROM THE 

IMPORTERS 
A 

Army on 
guard as 
Scottish 

B 

t 
A 

b--y-- 

national , 3 h  

symbol 
returns 

...p lease be there when 
NEW MODELS &y need y o u  

NEW PRICES 
For 1997 

The Army Benevolent Fund provides help to any man 

or woman and their families if they are serving or have 

served in the British Army and are in real need. This help 

is given in two ways: through grants to supplement Corps 

or Regimental aid and by financial support to over 70 
national charities providing for the special needs of those 

in distress. 
Our overall aim is to bring help to the many cases 

where state assistance is inapplicable, inadequate or 

Your donation, covenant or legacy 
will provide invaluable assistance 

for those who Served their country. 

unable to meet the immediate need. 

Please help them in their hour 

THE STONE of Destiny, on 
which Scots, English and 
British monarchs have been 
crowned since the Dark Ages, 
was ceremonially returned to 
Scotland at Coldstream 700 
years after it was looted from 
Scone, Perthshire by Edward I. 

A 40-strong guard of honour 
from the 1st Battalion, The 
King's Own Scottish Borderers 
lined the bridge from England 
into Scotland at Coldstream. 

An escort of seven members 
from 7 Company, Coldstream 
Guards was joined by two sol- 
diers from the 1st Battalion, 
The Royal Scots and five from 
1 KOSB while Capt Gavin 
Stoddart, Director of Army 
Bagpipe Music, played The 
Return of the Stone, which he 
had composed for the occasion. 

The strains were then picked 
up by the Pipe Band of the 1st 
Battalion, The Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders and 
the Lowland Band of The 
Scottish Division. 

In 1296 the Stone forded the 
Tweed at Coldstream in a cart; 
it returned in a Land Rover to 

GPS 2000 new spec $150 
GPS 4000 cJw Worldwide Grid $185 
Trailblazer XL $225 
Patriot $580 
Pioneer with Arabic $350 
Nav 1000M5 Poa 
Eagle Poa 
Hawk Poa 
Prices inclusive of VAT. P&P 657.00 inc Insurance. 

A Land Rover carrying the Stone of Destiny. also known as the Stone of Scone, arrives in Scotland with an 
escort of Coldstream Guards and King's Own Sconlsh Borderers ~ ~ 

he welcomed by Scottish Sec- 
retary Michael Forsyth, 
Shadow Scottish Secretary 
George Robertson and Maj 
Gen Sir John Swinton, Lord 
Lieutenant of Berwick. 

The Stone was to he 
installed beside the Honours of 
Scotland (the Scottish crown 
jewels) in Edinburgh Castle on 
St Andrew's Day, November 
30, in the largest ceremony 
seen in Edinburgh for years. 

More than 1,000 Servicemen 
and women were due to partici- 
pate, with 300 Regular and TA 
soldiers lining the route. 

Soldiers from 1 KOSB, 1 A 
and SH, the Lowland Volun- 
teers, 3rd (V) Bn, The Black 
Watch and 3rd (v) Bn, The 
Highlanders were to be on post 
as three mounted escorts from 
rhe R o d  Scots Draeoon 

party of ten KOSB soldiers 
who carried the Stone into St 
Giles' Cathedral. 

The Duke of York and the 
Governor of Edinburgh Castle 
Maj Gen Jonathan Hall, GOC 
Scotland, was due to inspect a 
contingent of 105 Regiment, 

RA (v) before a 21-gun salute 
was fned, echoed by HMS 
Neurcastle It is expected in nearby that Leith. the Stone 

will return to the Coronation 
Chair in Westminster Abbey 
for the crowning of future 
British monarchs. 

Minister sees the light in Kupres 
KUPRES-based 1 General While in Kupres, Lady 
Support Regiment, RLC Chalker presented a fire engine 
received a visit from Overseas and a school bus to the mayor, 
Development Minister Lady Ivan Ivic, and opened a 
Chalker, who was keen 10 see restored secondary school. 
the results of projects funded The minister also visited a 
by her department and over- veterinary project in Mrkonjic 

Grad run by Capt Gavin Mac- seen by the British soldiers. 

jects have included the refur- As the only British Army vet 
bishment of a kindergarten and in Bosnia, he has been involved 
an old people's home and the in health programmes for hun- 
restoration of street lighting in dreds of cattle, horses and 

The regiment's recent pro- Gregor-Skinner. 

Spec Prices for 
Unit & Overseas Orders 

MAGELLAN 
TRAILBLAZER UK 

Smeaton House, Inveresk 
East Lothian EH21 8PR 

Tel: 0131 665 1186 
Fax: 0131 665 1187 

~ I 

Guards accompanied a bearer the town. sheep 
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1 A summary af 
toplcs from Weatmlnrtef 

Veterans' 
,unit would 
ladd extra 
red tape 
4 DEPARTMENT of veterans' 
dfairs would add unnecessary 
?xtra bureaucracy to present 
satisfactMy procedures, Defence 
Minister Earl Howe said in the 
Lords. 

Answering questions about 
Gulf War health matters on 
November 14 he said such a 
jepartment would not be able to 
improve the current situation. 

"What matters is that the 
message that they should come 
forward for medical assessment 
should reach those who feel 
they may be il l  as a result of 
their service in the Gulf. I 
believe that that message has 
been well publicised." 

Lord Ashley of Stoke had 
suggested an organisation simi- 
lar to that in America which 
could help locate personnel 
after it was  claimed by the 
Countess of Mar that 10,000 
medical records had been 
'Wiped off the MOD computer. 

(See Lifestyle, Pages 14-15.) 

I 

I 
I 

F h l u d  by RSM Petor RoaS,I WFR, n d  RSM yI* Rau, 1 0- Horrud., Lt Col PaflCkMWCU and Lt 
Col Lamont Klrkland mark the handover ol mponslblllty wHh a handshake 

Howards 'charged up' 
for mission to Sipovo 

TEE GULP WAR COI.UCIION - A 0NB-lTMHlNI.Y OPFBR 
Duhg the Gulfwar in 1991, twenty gold soveregns were issued as paa of a survival lot to every Bdhsb smceman pamapating 

in Operation GRANBY These were to be used as b a r g m g  power m the event of becomg trapped bebmd enemy h e s  

(FOR) in Multi-National 
Division South West. 

Battalion headquarters is at 
Sipovo, with rifle companies 
located across the sector. 

Col Kirkland said his banal- 
ion was delighted 10 have the 
chance to serve in Bosnia. 

"I am surprised the snow 
hasn't amved yet, but I have 
already been struck by the 
beauty of the country. The reg- 
iment is very charged up and 
we feel we have a mission to 
accomplish," he said. 

Before the war the area was 
inhabited mainly by Bosnian 
Serbs who fled from the invad- 
ing Cmat army. 

With the arrival of IFOR, the 
original inhabitants have 
begun to return. Schools, 

roads, bridges and public 
buildings have been restored 
with British money and help 
f?om the soldiers. 

Before returning to Tid- 
worth with 1 WFR, Lt Col 
Pauick Mercer said "I feel 
immensely satisfied. We have 
completed six months in an 
operational setting and it has 
been exciting and fairly cbal- 
lenging." 

Moscow visit 
Defence Secretary Michael 
Pomllo held talks with Gen 
Igor Rodionov, his defence 
counterpart, on a two-day visit 
to Moscow during which be 
made a keynote speech at the 
General Staff Academy. 

A HANDSHAKE between 
commanding officers marked 
the handover of responsibility 
around Sipovo, central Bosnia, 
as the 1st Battalion, The Green 
Howards took over from the 
1st Battalion, The Worcester- 
shire and Sherwood Foresters 
Regiment. 

The Green Howards, led by 
Lt Col Lamont Kirkland, 
deployed from Paderborn, 
Germany to start a six-month 
tour of duty with the NATO 
Peace Implementation Force 

"1 I ,an rrrny perronr,r, 8111- 

pril 1, 1996 totalled 15,490, 
ompared with 22,446 in 1976. 
Parliamentary reply. 

ONLY 16,289 GOLD SOVEREIGNS WERE PROM TEE WAR - 
THIS IS YOUR CEUNCE TD OWN A PIEm OF TEE ACIION! 

The Gulf War Collemon IS presented m a brown faux leather ~ a s e  wah a gold embossed shp cover It conmm a genume bullion 
sovereign. 2 dress miniature medals, whch are repficas of the Gulf Medal 199&91 and the Kuwat Uberabon Medal, an &page colour 

Only l6,2~9GulfWarCollectlonsareavailable,atacostofE195each-malung~arareoppormnitytoownasuperbmemento 
Gold sovemg dimensim - Diameter 22 05mm. Weight 7 9%. Alloy 22 carat gold 

booklet, and a Cutifiate of Authentiaty sped by General Sir peter De Ia Bjll~ere. ROYAL 
MINT 

0 Part of the Army vehicle 
depot at Ludgersiiall is to be 
retained after its closure in 
Merch 1997 to provide a rail- 
head facility close to the Salis- 
bury Plain training area for Land 
Command units. 

Armed Forces Minister 
Nicholas Soames said in a writ- 
ten answer that the railhead 
would help operational deploy- 
ments and training and would 
significantly reduce the need to 
use heavy equipment transport 
vehicles on public roads. 

0 Although 4,300 landminss 
have been cleared from the 
Falkland Islands since the I982 
war, about 26,000 remain. 
Defence Minister Earl Howe 
said in the Lords on November 
13. 

The devices lie in nearly 120 
minefields covering 20 square 
kilometres of ground. 

Although the Argentine 
authorities have been helpful, 
"the problem has been adistinct 
lack of records", the minister 

I 
._----_--_-________------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- *-----. 

APPLICATION FOR "E GULF WAR COLLECIION 

Quanmr I Please send me [ 
@ €195.00 including VAT. 

1 enclose a deque for the sum of E 
made payable to Gold Investments Limited. 
(Name and addresr on the back please). 
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Veterans' 
,unit would 
ladd extra 
red tape 
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Self-propelled M3 
in tune for service 

other nuitto r- the equip- 
mant. 
In ru, 38 bxt3 bridges hnve 

been bought at a corn, indud- 
ing development, of E50 mil- 
lion. The order will be 
completed by 1999. 

Many innovative te-ues 
were employed in the Anglo- 
German project, notabIy the 

the all-alurmnium construction. 
Other countries have 

showed interest in the M3, 
which was accepted into 
vice by the Director General 
Land Systems and Master 
General of the Ordnance, Lt 
Gen Sir Robert Hayman- 

08a plcatmon b.clccom 

seam.rprldins ~PCCSS used in 

JOY=. 

smamot .n iaeemonnl  . L * I c  
mony at hhdm, Garmny to 
mark the delmry of the fnrt 
M3anqmlow ' bridges to 
enter s u r i a  d the British 
andGermanermm 
Smuns ofRJcBntmaia rang 

out as the musiaans were fer- 
ried up and down the kver 
Wescr on one of the new ngs 
whch MU replace MZ bridges 
in sernce m c e  the early 1970s. 

The self-propelled M3 hiis a 

bt1oOmesFm. Etaerstro 
be dcplayed individuauy OF in 
g&mp of up to& r$s to fGns 
* ~ a n d e q U i P -  
meat 'Ikro rigs are needed to 
%my a 70-tonne main battle 
tank, instead of& M2s. 

hi3 has demonsapted a& 
c r o w c o u n u y ~ t y d ~  
be driven diredy into water 
without prepamnon. 

Faster and more manoeu- 
vrable than ita predecessor, the 
new bridge is being delmered 
to Hameln-bawd 28 Engineer 
Regimem, which hps complet- 
ed weeks of training with the 
Guman h y ' s  130 Heavy 
Engineer Battellon, the only 

I 

d 
- - .-I--. . 
3 warranty and breakdown members 
nonths MOT 
fer monthJy payment finance scheme 

establishment of lapsed no claims bonus 
kated sates contact 
nplete list and photo m i c e  
ervation for up to 3 months before delivep 

I opucial offers 
B Diswunted insurance premium - 

:i 0 

c 
It's a fi b m 

NI bomb Army disables huge Rank InRia I 
Surname. I 

I 
Tel -work. extn.- I 

I 
Dellvery date (Required). 
For use in (Country) I 

I I would Ilke to consider 
W a S e  hsk) I 
PaRExchangeO m,- I 
SavlngsPlan 0 -*--- 

Insurance 0 

Address 

home 

17 WYLDSRD. BRIMWATER I 
Td. 01278 455555 
Fax 01278 4503% usm4 

Finance SOUERSET TA6 4oG 

- - - - - - - - - - - - _  

WYLDS ffD, BfflDGWATEff, TOCARS SOMERSET TA6 4DG 
Tel 01278 455555 

Fax 01278 450396 1 Kc \ I  ~ ~ c l m ~ ,  / \ m i i i i i i i  
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Ifvou’re overfive you 
can save 830 

As a member of Britain’s armed forces BT think you deserve every 

So if BT can connect 6 or more service personnel, at the same location, 

It’s good to talk so get in touch with BT on 0800 400471 and a telephone 

opportunity to keep in touch with friends and relations. 

each individual customer gets E30 off the normal connection charge. 

can be installed for just 269 plus vat. 

W 
For the past 25 years the men and women 
of 321 EO0 Squadron RLC have gone about 
their dangerous and lonely work of foillng 
the terrorist bombers In Northern Ireland. In 
doing so they have saved countless lives 
and properky of inestimable value. Ken 
Johnston reflecls on their anniversary. 

FELK needs nine lives in Northern Ire- 
land. Over the past 25 years he has made 
safe nearly 5,500 bombs and recovered 
more than 200 tons of unstable explosives. 

“Felix” is the nickname for the bomb 
disposal heroes of 321 Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD) Squadron, Royal Logistic 

When it was formed in November 1971, 
the then Royal Army Ordnance Corps 
squadron felt its radio callsign - “Rick- 
shaw’’ - was not appropriate, so it adopted 
the name of a Hollywood feline cartoon 
character with an amazing ability to survive 
mayhem. 

Radio operators in Northern Ireland 
were soon calling for “Felix” when there 
was a suspected bomb to be examined. 

By 1974 Felix had taken on a fresh per- 
sonality at the hands of SSgt Bryan Shep- 
herd, now a retired major, while he was 
doodline durine the Ulster Workers’ Coun- 

corps. 

I I 

cil strike. 
A sliehtlv scruffv and sumrised Felix. 

complek &th helmet, emerg;d from SS; 
Shepherd’s scrap of paper and seemed to 
capture the good humour, morale and pro- 
fessional modesty of the brave soldiers who 
deal with terrorist devices. 

High price of courage 
Never more than about 100 strong, the 

squadron’s Ammunition Technical Offi- 
cers (ATOs) have saved countless lives and 
prevented damage to property worth 
untold millions of pounds, but at a cost of 
20 killed and 24 seriously injured. 

Having received nearly 300 awards for 
gallantry including two George Crosses, 29 
George Medals and 67 Queen’s Gallantry 
Medals, the squadron is the most decorat- 
ed unit in the British Army for actions 
undertaken in peacetime. 

During the Troubles, the Army’s bomb 
disposal experts dealt with 47,000 emer- 
gency calls -an average of about 40 a week 
- of which almost 5,000 Nrned out to be 
genuine terrorist devices. 

All finds involving weapons, ammun- 
tion, explosives and suspicious objects are 
“cleared” by ATOs before they can be 
removed for forensic examination. 

The squadron, the only agency in the 
Province permitted to investigate and make 
safe suspect improvised explosive devices, 
is ruthlessly targeted by terrorists. 

ATOs have to be constantly alert to the 
threat of booby traps. Sometimes an explo- 

grips which allow the 
team to examine, 
attack or otherwise 
deal with the device 
from a safe distance. 
No 2 takes over if any- 
thing goes wrong. 

A signaller is the No 
3 in the team, while 
the No 4 is an infantry 
soldier who acts as the 
bodyguard. 

Their sophisticated 
equipment is a far cry 
from the cavalier days 
of the early 70s when 
disposal teams went in 
armed only with a flak 
jacket and a pair of 
running shoes. Wire 
clippers and a knife 
were standard kit. 

Not surprisingly, the 
squadron suffered its 
worst casualties during 

Remote control: A 321 Sqn team sends that period, with l 4  
men killed. Modern 

sion or incident is used to lure soldiers into armoured EOD suits and the versatile and 
an area where other devices have been remotely-controlled Wheelbarrow give 
planted. Terrorists have had no compunc- much more protection. 
tion about siting them near a hospital. Bonds of friendship within 321 EOD 

Today’s EOD teams comprise four and the support of families give strength to 
highly-trained specialists whose skills are those injured in the line of duty. 
completely integrated. Personal protection and other equip- 

No 1 operator, the team leader, has to ment may have changed dramatically over 
make all the decisions, and face the lonely the past quarter of a century, but Felix’s 
walk forward into the “Valley of Death”, primary purpose of safeguarding lives and 
while his No 2 operator guides the unit’s property remains unaltered , , . as does the 
sophisticated robot Mark 8B Wheelbarrow, courage of the men and women who regu- 
equipped with TV cameras, weapons and larly put their lives on the line. 

?Ibarrow to investigate 

AT0 prepares to invesllgate a suspicious device In a Belfast residential area In 1978 
11 
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I f ' Mark of 
distinction 

I Proudly displaying the 
Hughes Trophy awarded to 
him as winner of the Com- 
manding Otficer's Trumpet 
competition held by the 
Band of the Royal Lancers 
at Bovington is LCpl 
Mark Holt. 

Garrison Cornman- 
der Col William 
Hurrell adjudicated 
on behalf of the QRL 
and presented the 
trophy, donated by 1 
Colin Hughes. who : 
attended the cere- I 
mony. Ih li 

L 

P I  
c 
"1 

I -- 
When Toby Edwards wanted to join the lnfantly, he 
sailed through the medical and other tests but, owing to a 
"foolishly heavy" intake of lager the night before his ten- 
minute, oneand-a-half-mile run, he failed that part of his 
physical test. 

Given another chance because he was only 20 sec- 
onds outside the time limit, Toby turned to his local fitness 
club at the Marrioit Tudor Park hotel to set up a personal 
fitness programme. 

Timed sessions on the treadmill, supervised by fitness 
adviser Nlcola Ponfold, paid off. When Toby returned to 
Pirbright - this time having stayed OH the alcohol - he 
completed the run with more than a minute to spare, and 
is due to join the Army afier Christmas 

k .  
I 1 

IT'S AN HONOUR 
Signal Regiment (V) 
in Huyion. Also with 
her is Bng David 
WIIIs, commander 
11 Signal Brigade. 

In Hong Kong, 
Royal Military 
Policeman Cpl 
Martin Andrews is 
seen (above, lea) 
receiving the 
Queen's Commen- 
dation for Bravely 
from Maj Gen Bryan 
Dunon, Comman- 
der British Forces, 
for single-handedly 
capturing three 
armed criminals. 

one of only two 
Queen's Honorary 
Nursing Sisters in 
the British Army. 

Thirty-three years 
of dedication to the 
Ministry of Defence 
and the Territorial 
Army - where she 
reached the rank of 
sergeant- met with 
reward when Anne 
Fagan received the 
Imperial Service 
Medal from Alan 
Waterworth, the 
Lord Lieutenant of 
Merseyside, in a 
ceremony at 33 

lecognition in their 
anous fields has 
meen given to Lt Col 
darjorie Bandy, 
Lnne Fagan and 
:pi Martin 
mdrews. 

A former Regular, 
luring which time 
he was the matron 
sf the British Military 
lospitai on the Falk- 

land Islands, Lt Col 
Bandy - now matron 
of 243 (The Wessex) 
Field Hospital (V) - 
has been afforded 
i e  rare honour of 
eing appointed as 

.. - 
M@ Peter E y d r ,  of 
1 1  Baitaim, The 
King's Qwn Scottish 
Borderem, creates a 
small piece of history 
as, Hnns a handshake from Lt Col Andtaw JacksQn, the battaimn's GM 
manding oHlcer, he bids farewell to the Amy. 

Peter, whose last post was as OC Edinburgh Amy Careers Information 
Office, pined the Cameronians in 1861 before their disbandment, and is me 
last of the origoal r6g nt to retire from the Army. 

HIS sa, Davld, has lust started offlcsr training at RMA Sandhurst and n 
join the KOSBs when he graduates. 

hnma.ndmg racoRnaiManMl p$toon, of 
h e  ist  Batialion, T M  Royal Green J a b  in 
W i a  gave expeiiensed paragliderCapf Thn 
Cliapman an i@6al~opportu.niiy to find an apprc- 
Driate mwntam as a launch sibsite. 

I ' ~a i i na  for a maonifcent ndoe oveflwkino I 

I 
"~ ~ ~ 

Ppzor, south ot(jo$ji vaiuf, he w i n e d c i e a c  
ance and took to the air - his longest flight last- 
Rg 90 minutes. 

Having conquered the Dinaric Alps. 
hopes to take a 1 RGJ expediion to tackle I 
AuetrhrrA]OS nee year. 

12 13 
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Helping the ex-Services commurpity to help itself 
SIX years ago, I suggested to a 
senior member of an ex-Service 
charity that a department in MOD 
dealing with ex-Service people's 
needs would be a good idea. I 
received a gentle smile and a put- 
down. 

It was, I was told, a silly idea. 
Now, it seems, The Royal 

British Legion has come up with 
the same thought, and, with 300 
MPsfrom all parties having signed 
a Commons motion calling for a 
veterans' department, the notion 
does not sound so far-fetched. 

In a letter to a national newspa- 
per, a correspondent pointed out 
that, until 1954, there WAS a Min- 
ister for the Services. He named 
Heathcot Amory, the Minister of 

jobs or campaign for changes in 
the law. Many organisations have 
expertise in these areas. 

The unit would be staffed by a 
small team of ex-Service people 
who would construct a database of 
information and build up personal 
contacts within other departments. 
It would offer a friendly first point of 
contact for ex-Service folk looking 
for sources of help. 

This has the advantage of 
giving assistance in the same con- 
text as Service life. Since the pro- 
posed unit would not be doing the 
actual case work, merely passing 
on information about sources of 
help, I can't see that there would 
be more bureaucracy. 

Originally I thought we ought to 

have a Minister for Ex-Service 
Affairs but concluded that this 
would be unduly cumbersome. A 
department in MOD. however - 
apart from being good public reia- 
tions - is a simpler proposal and 
more easily achieved. 

Such a department, easily 
identified as dealing exclusively 
with ex-Service people, would be 
a public demonstration by MOD of 
the debt we owethose who serve 
their country. 

It might also encourage recruits 
to believe their efforts count for 
somethino. Lettina this chance to l 

it has created a momentum in ex- 
Service welfare matters. For proof, 
look at the success of its cam- 
paign to restore the two-minute 
silence on Armistice Day. 

If it means dropping the idea of 
a Minister in exchange for the set- 
ting up of a straighttorward unit or 
department, I would like those 
involved to Ynink about it. I wish the 
RBL every success in its campaign. 
Considering what it has achieved 
in the past 75 years, there can be 
little doubt that if anyone can pull it 
off, the Legion can. 

0 Cari Roberts presents 
Counferpolnt on BFBS radio. 
Writeto her at BFBS, BFPO 785; 
do Soldler. 

Pensions. Herein lies can get information, for 
the problem. example, on charities 

When people first such as the RBL and 
hear calls lor a sepa- SSdFA, as well as on 
rate department for which Government dep- 
veterans they think artments deal with spe- 
of pensions, benefits cific areas of concern. 
and financial help. If Those who oppose 
this were all it com- the idea suggest that 
prised, the concept another department 
would be superflu- would create mare 
ous. Departments bureaucracy. In my 

interpretation of the which already deal 
with such matters 
are well-versed in the needs of the vide a way through the existing 
ex-Service community. maze. 

What I saw originally, and still I propose a department within 
see, is a need for one point of con- the MOD which would neither be 
tact within a familiar Ministry -the interacting with other departments 
MOD - where ex-Service people nor trying to solve problems, find 

m a '  concept it would pro- .- A 
do somGhing positive go by 
would be missing a trick. 

The RBL has influence, but it 
cannot force this issue on its own. I 
Top of the 

;le r ical. 
AVER months of hard training, 
14 adult and junior members of 
the Rheindahien Garrison 
Karate Club set off for 
Bournemouth in high spirits to 
compete in the fourth Gichin 
Funakoshi world shoyokan 
karate championships. 

It soon became clear, howev- 
er, that, with 19 countries and 
more than 200 competitors 
taking part, winning anything 
was going to be a difficult task. 

As the campetition continued, 
with more and more of the 
team's members falling by the 
wayside, it seemed that the club 
would be returning with nothing 
to show for their efforts. 

They reckoned without 13- 
year-old Katherine Whitehead, 
whose father, Alan, is a staff 
sergeant at HQ UK Support 
Command. 

She ensured that the journey 
was not a fruitless one by being 
crowned world champion in the 
girls' kumite section. 

Having assured herself of 
gaining at least a silver medal by 
reaching the final, she reported 

i Contented couple: two Housing 21 tenants relax in their flat 

24 hours. 
Just champion: a delighted 
Katherine displays her trophy 

for the fight to be told that her 
opponent did not want to take 
part because she had received a 
broken nose in the semi-final. 

Not, perhaps, the ideal way to 
win a championship, but in the 
eyes of her fellow team mem- 
bers, her efforts to reach the 
final against higher grades and 
far more experienced oppo- 
nents were more than enough to 
merit the accolade. 

"A HOME for life" is the boast of 
Housing 21, an association set up 
by the Royal British Legion in 
1964. 

Most of the accommodation - a  
high percentage of whose tenants 
come from a Service background - 
is for rent, with single and two- 
person flats arranged on "courts". 

Housing 21 recently asked its 
tenants, who have the benefit of an 
on-site resident manager and com- 
munal facilities such as a lounge, 
laundry room and guest room, 

what appealed to them about shel- 
tered housing. 

Top of the list was a feeling of 
safety and security, with no loss of 
independence. 

Older people, the association 
says, like their freedom and do not 
want to move into residential 
accommodation - but they do 
worry about how they are going to 
manage on their own. 

Living in sheltered accommoda- 
tion removes that anxiety, with the 
housing association attending to 
all property repairs and mainte- 
nance, and the resident manager 
helping with day-to-day problems. 

Also, a central control alarm 
system means that immediate help 
is available round the clock in any 
emergency. 

As tenants become older and 
more frail, the association - which 
in the last year has introduced its 
own domiciliary and home care 
services, working in contract social 
services- aims to provide the care 
and support necessary to enable 
them to remain in their flat. 

Applications for accommodation 
should be sent to Housing 21, PO 
Box 32, St John's Road, High 
Wycombe, Bucks HPlO 8JF or by 
telephone on 01494813771. 
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Gulf War and 
stress factor 1 phone 

I number. STUDIES have so far failed to 
show any link between Gulf War 
sewice and subsequent birth 
defects or pregnancy problems, a 
leading British physician says in a 
report. 

But he adds that though there is 
no clear-cut indication of any single 
disease among veterans, stress is 
a recurring factor and there is no 
doubt more research is needed 
into reported symptoms. 

Dr Norman Jones's report fol- 
lows a fact-finding visit to the USA 
funded by the Royal British Legion 
(RBL), the Ex-Services Mental 
Welfare Society (Combat Stress) 
and the Army Benevolent Fund. 

He says members of two Ameri- 
can Gulf War medical groups he 
met felt a high priority should be 
given to future research on the ~ ~~ 

occurrence of stress in war situa- 1,800 people on its books, reported 
lions and its long-term effects, as families representative Caroie Hill. 

well as its interactions with other 
factors. 

However, the findings of another 
doctor who gave the stress factor 
lower priority may well, said Dr 
Jones. 'stimulate further interest in 
the possibility of neurological dys- 
function in some Gulf Warveterans". 

Former QA captain Beveriey 
Green, who served in the Gulf with 
22 Field Hospital and is now with 
the RBL. also took,part in the 
American lour. 

Terry English, RBL's head of 
welfare, urged Gulf veterans who 
were seeking early compensation 
for health problems and disabilities 
to apply for a war pension. He said 
that of 569 who had applied, 388 
had so far been successful. 

0 The National Gulf Veterans' 
and Families' Association now has 

0345 90 90 9(1 0 PENSION scheme 'architects' 
have been challenged to make 
pensions easier to understand by 
Social Security Minister Lord 
Mackay of Ardbrecknish. 

"Keep it simple. Look at what 
you can do within your own 
scheme. If you cut out some of 
your complexity we may find it 
possible to prune regulations." he 
told a London conference. 

0 IT is not too late to take advan- 
tage ofthe latest fund-raising idea 
from SSAFA's German branch: 
ordering a Christmas bouquet, 

with €2.50 from each purchase 
going to the charity. Details on 
Flying Flowers from SSAFA Infor- 
mation Office on JHQ Mil2272 or 
civil 02161 472272. 

0 A HELICOPTER supplied by 
the A n y  Air Corps and vehicles, 
Armyfamilies'children forthe use 
of, courtesy of The King's Royal 
Hussars, were among the high- 
lights of a successful KRH Fun 
Day at Munster supervised by Lt 
Dave Ashton. 

0 AS at October 1. a total of 335 

Army members had applied for 
an interest-free advance of pay 
(up to a maximum of €8,500) to 
assist them with house pur- 
chase, Armed Forces Minister 
Nicholas Soames said in a writ- 
ten answer to the House of Com- 
mons 

0 RESETTLEMENT '97, an 
event aimed at matching those 
leaving the Forces with appropri- 
ate jobs. training and advice, will 
take place lor the third year at the 
Rhine Army Summer Show on 
May 17-19. 

From Germany 0130-81077112 From Cyprus 0809 1122 

From Holland 0602-22288 or Military 2345 

The Samaritans 
'he Samaritans. We'll go through it with yo 
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.*..i+ .-..:. . . . .  c Ils iL iGre  
gory Kehler, 52 Engr En, US Army master- 
mfnd mlne awareness LCpl Paddy Coleman, 

Sur Andy Sargeni, WO1 

Right - LCpl Stu LOWS, 

M-Sgt Will Campbell, LCpl Steve Turner, Des Easlngwood and 
Cpl Tom McNamara and Sgt Stu Newport In Cpl Paul Gable at the 
the ~11lt .ry Work. F O ~  deslgn office Klsseljak Brick Factory 
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one of the prinapa acme components in 
stabilk7ng the peace. 
As webs Brig John Moore-Bick, British 

Chi i  Engineer, the ARRC staff of 40 
included seven British engineers and acted 

as the engineering consul- 
tancy. A British detach- the mines cell to collate all the 
ment from the Military and pass it to an actim centre in S a & ‘  
Works Force provided by 

64 CRE Works) indudes 519 Soetialist 

and maddening, but at the end of the day 
most engineers spe& the same language? 

Dealing with the war’s vast legacy of , 
mines was the first priority of Maj David 
Pardy. Between three and six million mines , I 
are thought to be in country, and it fell to i 

DUTEW, 

~ 

“When we 6rst got into the CO 

Engineers took over a UN mine database 
bind the owfatian towhe. 

Cpl Paul GoMC at work 

been issued via three sections based with 
the three divisions. 

Cpl Roberr Meekings’s section with the 
Americans in Tuzla has doubtless made the 
greatest number of friends. The Americans 
are allowed no alcohol so the Brits, with 
their two-can allocation, had plenty of visi- 
tors. 

CUI Al Beeton’s section is based with the 

Teun RE Supp& the engineering design 0 

for projects, described by 
Brig Moore-Bick as th’- - h each of the three divisions, engineer 

were largely d m t e d  to “ s u r  
projects, establishing base camps 

Political conrdderatioas meant that 
American, and French divisional 
resources could not easily move out of their 
own areas. HungariaP, Romanian, 
German, Swedish and Ftnnish engineers 
were among thosc called in to provide 
corps mt8, backed by a p o w d d  Austrinn 
transport company. 

Wirhin Bosnia there have been 7,000 
litary engineers from 23 counmes, bur 
ARRC level, a force of eight nmons has 

aealt mth the large-scale tasks of long 
duration, such as rebulldmg mlwaylines or 
constructmg a new route to Goraz.de avoid- * Serb territory. 

Professionally, the engineers have had 
an unrivalled opportunity m work with a 
wide variety of equipment. Much was of 
Russian origin and was known ohly 
through recogmtion manuals. 
Alonz with civil &airs and the informa- 

cement of engineer opera 
tions. 

They have a wealth of 
experience and knowledge 
as well as being quahtied 
civil engineers, and provid- 
ed the initial professional 
mput acroBB the corps as 
they examined bridge sites, 
and electrical or water 
supply problems. 

“It is a terrific envicon- 
ment where you can see the 

Freich at Mostar. 
With 25 tons ofuauer being used by Sgt Diwr 

also a 
Goograp 

Gary Pocock’s prdduction troop - that Is 
six full C 130 Hercules aircraft loads - even 
out-of-date maps could he put to good 
use. 

Local schools are desperate for paper 
and welcomed old maps the squadron had 
recycled into books. 

The squadron also produced an atlas 
with a print run of 30,000, both in Cpillic 
and Roman script, as well as hymn books. 

Back at home, soldiers’ wives sent winter 
clothing out for people in need by using it 
as pacldng material. 

Despite seemingly insurmountable 
problems, international engineers guided 
by British sappers have forced a solution 
and opened up Bosnia again. 
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Sgt Andy Gray lnetructe farmer warring fa*lons studmts on a m l c  survey receive~ 

entity boundary line of orange markers 
reouired much hard work and since Seu- 

details of mines, polling stations or heli- 
couter landma sites. BY colladng informa- 

doing straight aw&’ daid 
Mai Mitch Mitchell. 

Mi&ael J&es ran a 12rday course for 
eight Serbs, five Muslims and four Croats 
to learn how to operate the Global Posi- 
tioniug Systems which have been given to 

showing them that places chosen as 
polling stations during the elections were 
actually in minefields,” said Maj Burrows, 
“and outside IFOR the black-market rate 

Since January, seven million maps have 

: ‘ c ’ - ~ _ ~  ’. tember this has been passed over to mem- tiin from different sources and-providing 
bers of the former warring factions. mine overlays the troop has greatly con- 

A five-man team from the School of Mil- mbuted to saving lives. 
itarv Survev at Hermitaae under WO1 “Sometimes we surprised people by 

results of what mu are I 

.~ 
them. for a mau of landing sites is a crate of Working with sc 

was hard graft h 



TERRITORIAL Army soldiers from the 
6th/7th Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s 
Royal Regiment completed a two-week 
annual camp in the “wilds” of Northum- 
berland. 

For the many new recruits in the battal- 
ion, Exercise Border Tiger was their first 
real experience of life with the Army. 

The formight was split into two phases: 
during the first week the part-time soldiers 
honed skills including live firing and map- 
reading. There was also an adventurous 
training package of rock climbing, canoe- 
ing and sailing on the nearby Kielder reser. 
voir. 

In the second week the troops put intl 
practice all they had learned as the camr 
culminated in a battalion battle manoeuvrl 
codenamed Border Tiger because the regi 
mental emblem is the tiger and the exercisi 
took place in the Scottish Borders. 

kiosk attendant who had joined the TA 
onlythree weeks before, it was his first taste 
of life in the field. He was introduced to 
eompo field rations, learned the Ricks of 
the trade for preparing and cooking the 
contents of the individually-packaged 
meals, and later had to make his own 
lunch, a feast of bacon burgers in tomato 
sauce. 

For Steve Evans, an 18-year-old petrol f ? I  
~ 

9 

Adventurous training 
Many of the soldiers chose dinghy sail- 

ing for their adventurous Raining day, and 
for many, such as Sgi Dave Foyle from the 
Isle of Wight, it was their first attempt. 
Exposed to severe gusts of wind, he and his 
colleagues found themselves IiteraUy 
thrown in at the deep end. 

The camp took on something of an 
international flavour when the battalion 
was joined by four members of the Ameri- 
can National Guard, the USA’s equivalent 
of the Territorials, who were on an 
exchange visit from Pennsylvania and Indi- 
ana, and several German Army reservists. 

“Hello towar.. . reference that repotted UFO 
over the plain. . :’ 

“Oh, and a box of toy civllians, and.. .I’ 
I 

I Abova - Five new Terrltorlai Army rscrults, 
all from the isle ot Wight, at Otterburn. 
From I& an Bryn Jonea, Colette Hamoni- 
wx, Kev Trloketi and Jscion PilW3Vlch 
and, atandlng, Dean Haynrard 

Left - ple Phli Negus, a member of the 
aaaault pionear section, prepares to deto- 
nate a small axplaclon during Vlllnlng 

“On reflection, the ltallen 

The Americans coped with the sporadic 
downpours, but found the relentless biting 
wind very hard going. 

“It was encouraging to see how well the I I 
Right- s@ DaVe 
Foyie takes dras- 
tic action to avolc. 

More cartoon features by Chi 
will appear in Soldier i 
’1997. Make sure you don 
miss them - turn to Page 4 

i new recruits integrated with the rest of the kii&;Kesewoir 
during adventur- 

waathe first time 
he had attemptad 
the spori 

soldiers,” said Lt Col ROry SteeVenSOn, the 
commanding officer. T h e  logistics of oua training. it 
moving the battalion 400 miles up the A1 
were very complex. The job was achieved 
effectively and efficiently; it was a gre 
effort afiround? 

“I don’t care who it is . .  . 
if he hasn’t got an ID card, chuck him outl” 
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I 
BIilzed . . . and 
grateful for it 

J .8k1 I 
4 write 4 

AEUl YOU a innmlist, puWc relafions 
oflioa or mark- speeialia) Are you 
lo&hg for a litde pemtime ahnture and 
mvd to I i i  up t h w  humdrum &-duq 
houra) 

able to e&ryou the role you me 
for, bcuuse, &rrbfinttirotirr ia Msoq, 

wriring,televisionabraadcantingjournri- 
ists trom national, reeioaal a 1 4  medin 
outlets, photographcw, public relatiods 
officers, Gowmment M o d o n  Savice i 
staff, linguists or people in the markethg 

“Our priority is to 5 d  profes- 
commuoicaton - d e  or f d e -  cppaal: 

ofworLinginandun$arhe 
stress of, say, a y p i d  
United Nations o e o r e ~ r e b  

l%eritheT&irorislArmy~juatbe world. 

public pmBse, andbrbfs and iI%simthe 
media in poscc and we, ~4+errverWsh 
Poops 
senior dJlnntu0f 
 the^^^^. 

Throw& down the gaumkt, the 
gr0up.. renior a3kerS Col Mike mem, 
Eritidl AgosaDce C O m m ~ O n s  BEC- 
utk ,  aphd: ”It is a rmgb high-protile unit 
to get& and one t h a t m r n u s t  tight 
to ennr. We w a s  the best media profes- 
Smnnis d b k ,  and our standards are 
hieh. 
“But those with the interest, tnlent and 

determination to become a Media Opera- 
tions O&er will, I assure you, e n k  great 
job satisfaction, professional Ilfilmant, 
worrdertul comradeship - and have a lot of 
Am into the brugain.” 

Col Peters said that he is looking for 
“mlenmd, . professiollplcommu- 

47. Theae could be 

ing operation. we would be vex+ hrppyio 
rake on SgviagTerritoriak,,llad I m u p  
ti&ly interested in people who me- 
chute-uailled.” 

MediaOpem&nsO6icasareaqrtrtal ~ 

to be edumtedto at least A l e 4  stemiw& . : 
but a gnod degree would be an advan-. 
The minimum pMLup1 COmminnemFOuait  ’: 

dwy is 27 days. R.tcs of pay are good, lad 
a tax-he annual bounty of up to is 
on offer. 

Some unit officers have servcd in Ibsnip 
-twoasChiefofMedia~tionadbxre- 

:’;$ 

, 
h .. . 

. .  

‘ . d  

In time of war, many of the group’s offi- 
cers will mobilise to form h t - l i n e  combat 
news teanrs writing stories, filming and 
taking phtm for the medin in operational 
arees into whi& cidian journalisg would 
nor be allowed. 
Eqnipped with the 1-1 technology, 

they will be able to tnasmit word8 and pic- 

uunubmen learning each other‘s d e .  
“We M all involved in a continuous 

learning process to get the balance right. 
It’s a happy mix,= he said. 

=Journalists are often viewed as ‘the 
emmywithin’. My Media Operations 05% 
cns, a8 they are designated, oc&onally 
encounter suspicion from other soldiers 

bem deemed too hszardous fm do*.ns to 
enter.” 

The group is anxious to suess that the 
mnterial provided to the world’s media 
would be genuine 6lm and photographs of 
what actually happened on the bnttlaield. 
It is not intended as a propagnndn weapa, 
as it has teen described by om or nva 

- -. -... . 
and in the Gulf War aniNorthem Ie‘aq. 
One unit major who suved in a prrss offi- 
m role with 24 Airmobile B W d e  in the 
former Yugoslavim recamLa Commander 
British Forces award. 

The unit‘s commanding officer, Lt Col 
Donald Campbell, a forme commander of 
the pprschute %giment and Airborne 
Forces Depot, said: “Ourofficers are giva 
the opprtunity to serve on operations all 
over --- Yorld, and practically every rcgi- 
mer 1 corps is represcntcd in oun 

I 

. 
%, 

tu& to news oudets worldwide. w h e n t h e y & S ~  major news Olgpnisariom 
which are Ieluault to 
accept the piaura. 

Adirectdesandpatof 
thesecondworldwar 
Army Film and MG- 
srnphic unit (AFPU), 
whw journnlists and 
photogaphen recorded 
the sction in the Westem 
Desert, on D-Day and nt 
Arnhem and ekwhere, 
thermitchpnocditsmme 
&am the TA Pubk lnior- 

“It is relatively unusual to have an all- covea like us coming into 
oilicer unit, but my officers need the rank rheir hepdsuanas to rnn 
to be able to reach the men who make the the media opaadons d 
decisions - the commanders,” said Col “Howevrr, Medh 
campldl. O p d o n s  is a dusble 

Multi-sldlling is a particular asset of the errrdse and opcratiOnet 
g v m  uri* irnunalisu, photographers and tool. It is a fact of life. The 

media exipt and you 

The combat Ncn 

the BrifFsh Army. 

their job was to deploy with units into the determined move to prove that Brimin’s 
frontline,lookfortheactionand&n,pho- journalists, PROS andmarketeemdbe 
togr& and write nbout the incidents and 6mt-class dies rather rhan “enemh’ of 

UThiS material canthen be provided to Application forms are availpble barn 
o k  journalists who couldn’t get to the Maj Doreen Cadwallader, SO2 Co-ord, 
front line for a wicty of reaaons. Media Operation8 Group 0, HQ Land 

%ey may have bcen working some Command, Wilton, Salisbury, Wilts SP2 
where else, or the environment may have OAG. 
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Col campbell said 

nrcllfs they witness. 



Wl-sTAFFORDS HONOUR A HONG KONGCHBE-MEMORY 

WITH little more than six months until British sover- 
eignty in Hong Kong and the New Territories comes to 
an end, the pace of the drawdown by the British Garri- 
son is quickening. Nevertheless, there is a real sense 
of purpose in the theatre and an important job to be 
done in the time that remains. 

By January 1 the Hong Kong Logistic Support Regi- 

ment RLC and the Hong Kong Military Service Corps 
will have reduced to the bare minimum required to sue- 
tain the garrison. 

The men of 1 Staffords are providing a very visib,= 
demonstration of British sovereignty, both within the 
Territory and along the border with China. They will be 
replaced by The Black Watch in February. 

Return of the 
a- -* 

*rv 1 11 FTE Skip BMnett adjusted the big binLv- 
lars to get a better view of Chihese soldim 
drilling less than half a mile from his obser- 

neportr: Jonn elliott 
Picturrr: Terry Chnml 

vation post and reckoned he was a 
lucky man. 

Here-enlistedinthe IstBattalion, 
The Staffordshire Regiment (The 
Prince of Wales’s) on September 2, 
just in rime to go to Hong Kong for 
five months. 

Pte Bennett left after six years 
with the regiment, but quickly 
realised he preferred soldiering to 
ciwy street and immediately tried to 
rejoin. Three years later he finally 
made it. In fact, he is so pleased to be 
back with the battalion that his 
sergeant major, WO2 (CSM) Eddie 
Styles, tells any of his D Company 
soldiers thinking of quitting the 
Army to “go and talk to Bennett”. 

At Nam Hang OP, as close as you 
can get to the city of Shen Zhen with- 
out actually stepping into China, the 
Staffords log anything of interest. A 
few kilometres to the east Capt Mike 
Ross, acting OC D Coy, called on a 
section watching ,for military move- 
ments on the National Defence 
Highway that runs along the border. 

Manning OPs in the New Temto- 
ries is one of several tasks 1 Staffords 
has assumed following the return to 
the United Kingdom of the 1st Bat- 
talion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles. 
With the hand-over to China less 
than seven months away, there is an 
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The evidhce is all aroqrd them 
as the.pace 6f tfie gartison nui8Om 

which not long ago completed a two- 
year tour in Ballykiiler, Northern 
Ireland. It wil l  r e m n  to Tecd$l as 
UK Standby Battalion, and faces the 
prospect of another unaccompanied 
tour which will take in next Christ- 
mas. 

“Some of the lads haven’t been 
with their families for a long time,” 
said Col Tanner. “Telephone calls 
home are expensive, and the s e p v -  
don is a strain not easy to accept.” 
He ideatifies the strain on marriages 
and relationships as one of the mam 
reasons for soldiers leaving the 
h Y .  

“Having said that, the majoriv 
h o w  this is the experience of a life- 
time which will never be repeated. It 
is also a great opportuniv for train- 
ing, especially at company level in 
our normal light infantry role.” 

understandable lack of tension along the anti-illegal immigrant watches; a third is Their time in the Territory has been well 
border . . . but the Territory still offers a deployed at Highland Camp in the New spent. The Staffords have the garrison’s 
wonderful opportunity for uaining which Territories, exercising and providing a abundant training and leisure facilities vir- 
the battalion is grasping enthusiastically. reserve for Commander British Forces; and tually to themselves, and the chance to train 

Its four rifle companies rotate tasks. One the fourth has a programme of adventurous with Royal Navy and Royal Air Force units. 
provides security at Stonecutters Island, uaining and R and R - some have been to Consequen* the battalion is working, and 
where RHQ is based, and at Sek Kong in Thailand and the Philippines. playing, hard. 
the New Territories; another guards Commanding officer Lt Col Jim Tanner There is not the slightest impression that 
Osborne Barracks in Kowloon and sends summed up the five-month tour as “part of the garrison is in limbo as June 30 
platoons out to man the border OPs and what the British Army has been doing in es. The Staffords, in common 
support civil police on anti-smuggling and Hong Kong for the past 140 years, a 0 Turn to Page 24 
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Chinese city of Shen Zhen 
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d05, workshops. . . 
Self-discipline, motivation, confidence, 

skills in 20 andes, management uaining 
and an ability to speak English ace among 
the attributes which have amaned employ- 
ers approached by Capt Lam. 

During the Gulf War a transport 
squadron manned by HKMSC personnel 

.. I 

wrimentrainedby served in-cyprus, 
theBritkhhmy. deasing other 

c- by troops for active sa- 
Lr Col Nick South- vice on operation 
ward LD, the Granby. Last year 
H K M S C i s a m i n -  the corps exacised 
iugandamninisna- inN€%zepland. 
dve unit for locauy Col Southward 
enliaad pelxond hd hop& that 
W). Its xlldiem because of their all- 
hwebtcndesaibcd giance to the 
as 'the golda Crown, all his men 
thread" thst rans would be granted 
dwough the ganison. U col S0UmwUd (rm), who mmMd. Brirish p a s s p m  

Col Southward th. "-9 Lam* before the Territory 
says thw mieht reaetusmemomwr reverts to chins. 
eq& be remembered ns the golden chain 
that linked the gaminon to the local Chinese 
commuaity. The esteem in which they are 
held was rdected by the 50,000 people 
who attended the two unit open days on 
Stonecutters last year. 

Cbinese soldiers have servedwith and for 
British Forces in the Temtory for more 
than a centuey. The HKMSC was formed 
in September 1962, offering LEPs a full 22- 

That did uot happen, although he believes 
the corps did quite well to receive 250, a 
ratio of about one in &e and suftiaenr to 
cover everyone down to at least the rank of 
sergeant and some corpods. 

Recruitment to the Regular Army to alle- 
viate current shorrfalls was not considered a 
viable option because of passport problems 
-which meant only older, long-serving sol- 
diers would be eligible - and the muma of 

ppnsplanting corps personnel to a com- 
pletely merent envimnment. 

3 e  Brirish Army's loss is Hong Kong'a 
gain;" said Col southward. 

The HUMSC wiU not be fowtten. The 
name of its -on Company will live on 
through The Sufbrdnhire Regiment, and 
its history is being written by a cavalry offi- 
cer seconded speci6caUy to research the 
archives. 

Capt Charlie Ball QRL, 2iC of a tank 
squadron based in Gumnny, reckons he is 
at ri& of becoming a "dinner pany bore" 
so immerjed is he in the history of the 
British Army's Hong Kong Chinese sol- 
dius,rightbacktoth~rootsinthescwnd 
Opium War of 1857. The National Amy 
Museum in Chelsea is preparing a display 
to mark the distinguished contribution of 
the corps. 

In recent years its reputation has spresd 

audiences by its colourful, dynamic dragon 
dancers, the excellence of its markamen, 
and the brilliance of its motor-cycle display 
team - dashing daredevils on two wheels 
who, some might say, owe their split-wond 
timing to an easy familierity with How 

Unique soldiers from a far-off garrison, 
their golden tbread will add another lus- 
trous strand to the evolving tapestry of the 
BritishArmy. 
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=Hano K o w  Log Sp Regl 
L.n - Lt Col Nlgei Lloyd 

Rlght - The Logistic Sup 
pcrt Regiment’s lion danc- 
Ing team drummers work 
up a tempo in Osborn Bar- 
racks. On the skyline is 
Lion Rock, which towers 
over the back of Kowloon 

L- 

rn 
i 

’I CMsbiau, when it paits down to a com- 
poeialogiptic~upportsqusdronunder&i 
RweU Sowdm, vacating osborn and oper- 
ating fmn the Prince of Wales Building. By 
then there will be no British soldiers north 
ofLion Rock, the mountain wbich rises over 
the back of Kowloon. 

The imposing POW towcr on Hong 
Kong’s waterfront, landmark headquarters 
of Commander British Forces, is another 
site which will be taken over by the People’s 
Liberation Army. 

Mcanwhile, the vast ordnance depot at 
Blackdown Barracks near Kai Tak airport is 
empty, and Sek Kong (home to the RAF 
and the recently-departed I RGR) IS rapid- 
ly gening that way in preparation for its new 
military occupants. 

\men the Chinese Army moves into 
Osborn Barrack$, now home to the 1,000 
Day Regiment, its soldiers uill surely be as 
impressed with the workshops, vehicle 
parks w d  storage facilities as they are with 
its spacious offices and high-rise accummo- 
dation blocks. t 

But of its pretious inhabitants they d l  
find little trace. By then the Hong Kong 
1 ogistic Support Regimsnr RI  C uill h e w  

impleted it5 final assigni 

- 
... __ 

accounted for. 
“We have learned the lessons of the draw- 

downs in Belize and Germany,” said Maj 
Mark Underhill, 2iC of the Thousand Day 
Regiment. “There will be an audit uail to 
every piece of equipment that leaves tlns 
place.“ 

When the Hong Kong Logistic Support 
Regiment was created on April 8, 1994, 
commanding officer Lt Col Nigel Uoyd was 
given a spec& brieE form it, run it, disband 

Instantly nicknamed the 1,000 Day Reg- 
unent by the Souk China Morning Porz, it 
was said to be the shortest-livmg regiment 
in Briush history. The Port miscalculated, 
however, and the regnnent, albeit m 
reduced form, wdl actually miniee rhnnt 

It. 

30 days. 

*.- WflaE 
a unique blend of Brit& Hong Kong Cbi- 
neM and Gurkha personnel - has achieved 
in so short a time. 

As the garrison dwindled from 9,000- 
plus souls in 1994 to its current suength of 
2,600, so thc loggies reduced in number. 
What has made their task so cxacdng is the 
fact that they have had to sustain the gam- 
son - providing food, accommodation, 
transport, mail services and so on - while it, 
and thev. have shrunk to meet the 1997 

Transpai Regiment, he 
.serve m a atadon synony- 

mous with he soldiers from Nepal. 
In common with most of the regiment’s 

sub-units, it will cease to function as a 
formed squadron at Christmas. 

Among its duties, the regiment’s Supply 
Squadron is responsible for procuring food 
(Army inspectors regularly attend markets 
at 0430 to check that produce bought 
through local contracts is fresh and correct- 
ly priced), storage of RLC materiel and dis- 
posals. Closing Stanley Fort following the 
Black Watch‘s departure m August 1994 
took the loggies an esumated 10,000 man- 
hours. 

Since April that year the Disposals and 
Vebcle Group, split benveen Sek Kong m 
the New Temtories and Osborn Barracks, 
has got rid of 3,300 pallets of assorted stores 
and 600 vehicles. 

Heading the gqantic “Steptoe and Son” 
operation IS Mal Stuart Veazey. WO2 Nick 
Magor oversees operauons m the cavernous 

kern, used deserr combats (very popular ns 
faahion accessories), mdters, tr&c 
cones, even spent shell cases fcom Hong 
Kong‘s Noon Day Gun. 

A British company, JCM Disposals, won 
the conuact to run the sale of the century; 
in the vehicle compound outside, Chinese 
entrepreneurs haggle over the cost of aged 
Land Rovers, fire engines and bulldozers. 
Shipping them back to the UK would be an 
expensive option. Because the Hong Kong 
Government meets 65 per cent of the cost 
of the gamson, it wdl receive the lion’s share 
of the proceeds. 

Virtually everytbmg has to go locally; 
only excepuons are a few specialist signals 
and sapper velucles. 

SSgt Charles Stanley’s Stores Group 
minds thousands of items. It also has the 
responsibility of r e m g  the garrison’s 
personal weapons to the UK. Racks of 
SA8Os are drowned m oll, dramed, vacuun- 
packed m plasuc, crated and sent under 

ever on June 30. 
Capt Man Dale REME made the immac- 

ulate premises of the regimental workshop 
available for the scrutinising of c m  entered 
in the recent Hong Kong to Beijing rally. 
People‘s Liberation Army of China officers 
have already inspected the workshops, as 
they have done the rest of the barracks. 

Osborn is one of 14 British Forces sites 
that will be occupied by the PLA after June 
30. The rest have been, or will be, given to 
the Hong Kong Government, a multi, 
multi-billion dollar legacy in a city in which 
property fetches a mind-boggling 
HK$100,000 a square metre. 

The regiment’s Accommodation Ser- 
vices Unit has been intimately involved in 
the process of closing the military estate, 
including the British Military Hospital, 
Rlackdown Barracks and Gun Club Hill 

rracks, all returned to Hong Kong last 

deadlin;.. 
Since 1994 the Hone Kone heis t ic  SUO- - -  

port Regiment has fulfilled its primary rile 
while at the same time getting rid of every- 
thing that was not needed, including sub- 
stantial reinforcement stocks. 

“The regiment provides a 24-hour, 
seven-day-a-week service,” said Capt Andy 
Docherty at Regimental Headquarters in 
Osborn Barracks, Kowloon. 

It offers comprehensive transport sup- 
port through 29 Transport Squadron. Tbis, 
its largest sub-unit, is manned by 11 6 Chi- 



IT WAS December 24, 1945 and that 
morning an instruction had been received 
to deliver one of our battle-tired cars, a 
Ford WOA2 Utility, to a vehicle park near 
Antwerp. 

This was a heaven-sent opportmity, as 
Maria lived with her parens in St Niklaas, 
a few kilometres from Antwerp. I had 
dearly wanted to spend Christmas there 
but, up to that moment, it had seemed 
impossible as only a week before I had 
returned from a 14-day leave. 

It was a most agreeable surprise when 
the CO, a man of somewhat unromantic 
disposition, told me that a Divisional Order 
such as this should be carried out with the 
minimum of delay. 

So, at 1300 hrs a tatty Ford left 
Osnabriick and headed west. 

The Ford, although Class N - the 
Army’s designation for an unserviceable 
vehicle - was still a fair runner. It was warm 
and comfortable, and had been unofficially 
fitted with a radio set of German make. Just 
how was obscure and nobody had felt 
inclined to pry too deeply. 

I took things easy, enjoying the anticipa- 
tion. I wanted to arrive at St Niklaas at 
about Epm, spring the surprise on Maria, 

check apart from a slight pain in the right 
knee and somewhat sore shoulders, there 
seemed to be no physical damage. 

What I had hit was a massive Ward Le 
France wrecker, bearing the markings of 
the Canadian Army. The front of the Ford 
was a mess. A voice came out of the dark- 
ness: “Are you OK? Is there anyone else in 
the car?” 

perhaps attend midnight Mads, have a 
couple of drinks and then retire. 

Maria’s parents’ house in the Spoor- 
weglaan was now more of a home to me 
than my parents’ Kentish bungalow - I had 
spent a great deal more time there over the 
past year-and-a-half, and the spare room 
was always ready. Looking out of the 
window from my bed a street lamp could 
be seen through the trees. I liked that - it 
seemed symbolic that lights were 

By 6 o’clock I was approach- 

After some exchange of scarcely polite 
comment, the Ford was hoisted 
up behind the wrecker and we 

unit, a Canadian REME detachment in the 
centre of Breda. 

. .  starting to burn again in Europe. 
made our way my assailant,s 

ing Breda, and from the Canadian Forces’ 
Broadcasting Station at Hilversum came a 
Christmas record programme. For the 
umpteenth time that day Bing Crosby’s 
Mice  Christmas came to an end. 

Then I saw it, but too late. A black 
mountain slid out from the right into the 
tree-lined road. The Ford’s headlamps 
were hardly brilliant. Even so, they were 
better than the non-existing lights on the 
thing in front. I tried to push the brake and 
clutch pedals through the floor, braced 
hard and gave up to fate. The sound of tor- 
tured metal and shattered glass gave way to 
an eiderdown of post-crash silence. 

I went through the drill of a quick stock 
~~ 

n 

Accident forms were made out and I was 
promised that temporary repairs, at least 
good enough to get the car to Antwerp - 
probably its final destination - would be 
made immediately after Christmas. 

I started to think of my predicament. 
The last train for Antwerp, I was told, had 
left and there would not be another until 
9.30 the following morning. This left the 
choice of either staying the night in Breda 
and missing most of the Christmas I had 
planned, or trying to hitch a lift. 

Relief eventually arrived in the form of a 
Bedford QL 3-tonner. It stopped, and I 
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asked the driver where he 
was headed. His answer, in 
a Birmingham accent, 
sounded like, “Audenarde, 
mate”. Such a destination 
would involve going past St 
Niklaas and I thankfully 
climbed into the warmth of 
the cab. 

The OL was never the 
most silent of vehicles and 
conversauon within the cab ! 
was not easy, so the destl- a 

nanon was not mentioned 4 

again. 
I did make a mental note 

that the road was unfamil- 
iar hut the driver seemed 
confident and I concluded 
that he was probably taking 
a short cut, rejoining the 
main Breda-Antwerp road 
later on. This was not to be 
and when we came to a 
small town and stopped in 
the square the truth 
dawned as the driver said, “Here we are 
mate, Roosendaal”. 

Acting as stoically as possible under the 
circumstances, I thanked him, jumped 
down and looked around. From memory I 
judged that Roosendaal was about the 
same distance from Antwerp as Breda, but 
with one big difference - no main road. 

The lights and sounds from the cafis 
were more inviting than the cold square. I 
sampled the nearest and ordered a beer. By 
this time hope of reaching S t  Niklaas that 
night was fading fast. A youth of about 17 
came over and started to talk, “I can take 
you to the Belgian frontier,” he declared, 
“and you may get a car going some of the 
way from there.” 

What was there to lose? Even if there was 
no lift at the frontier, there would be houses 
and who could refuse shelter to a soldier on 
a cold Christmas Eve? It would be no worse 
than the present situation. 

His vehicle turned out to be an ancient 
Pontiac and I was informed that this was 
the only hire car for miles, and owned by 
the boy’s father who had been running a 
taxi business for the past 20 years. A fare, 
which seemed ridiculously low, was agreed 
and we were away. 

The frontier village of Esschen is a quiet 
place and on this Christmas Eve it was still 
indeed. The only sign of life was at the cus- 
toms post where lights showed up the 
raised red-and-white barrier. I alighted 
from the Pontiac, paid the fare and thanked 
the boy. A guard came out of the customs 
post, looked me over, nodded and returned 
to his stove, Well, at least 1 was on Belgian 
soil before Christmas Day! 

Lights shone through the curtains in 
some of the houses but all was silent. Then 
I heard it: the sound of a car coming 
towards the barrier from the Dutch side. 

’ 

Turning, I was surprised to see it did not 
stop. In those days black market was 
common and perhaps I was witnessing 
some smuggling operation, and a bit of eye- 
closing on the part of officialdom. 

Black market or not, this car was head- 
ing in the right direction. I thumbed in the 
time-honoured fashion, and held my 
breath. If the driver was engaged in some 
suspect activity, it was unlikely he would 
stop to be of service to a stranded stranger 
in uniform. 

But the car did stop; it was a Chevrolet 
of early ’30s vintage and, from what could 

Y I.-*” ,,U”w’.“ly ,U“& 

y fast. Little was said’ 
he seen in the dark, it seemed in showroom 
condition, quite unlike a car that had been 
through the war either in store or with a 
gas-bag on the roof. 

“Where are you hound for, lad?” came a 
voice from the window as it was rolled 
down. It was a Yorkshire voice, utterly out 
of place on the lonely Belgian road. 

“SI Niklaas,” I replied. 
“You’re in luck. I’m going through to 

Hulst.” It was indeed lucky because Hulst 
is in that other part of Holland which is 
separated by the River Schelde and to reach 
it one has to drive through Antwerp and 
Belgium as far as St Niklaas before turning 
off the main Ghent road. 

The interior of the car was as immacu- 
late as the outside coachwork. It even had 
the smell of newness. As we sped over the 
pave I breathed deeply with relief - in a 
short while I would be with Maria. 

But why should this man with a York- 
shire accent, in an aged but seemingly new 
Chevrolet, be here late on Christmas Eve? 

And what about the failure 
to stop at the frontier? 

“Are you over here on 
holiday?” I asked, in an 
attempt to make polite small 
talk. 

the end of the war,” he 
1 replied, “Liked it so I stayed. 
1 Married a Dutch girl. Got a 
L little business.” 1 “I might do the same 

when I get out.” I smiled. 
The thought pleased me. I 

1 remembered when we came 
mto Belgium from France 
some 16 months earlier. I 
had fallen in love with the 
country then - and with one 1 of her daughters. 

We were travelling fast, 
1 very fast. My benefactor 

must have sensed that I had 
no real desire for conversa- ! tion and little was said. 

“No, I’ve been here since 

! 
The Schelde Tunnel’s 

yellow lights reflected off the black paint 
and chrome of the Chevrolet’s bonnet. 
Then we were past the sprawling American 
Army’s “Top Hat” transit camp. Next Zwi- 
jndrecht, through Beveren and into St 
Niklaas. It was 1 1.15. 

We pulled up just over the level crossing 
at the end of the Spoorweglaan and I 
poured out my thanks. Merry Christmases 
were exchanged and, as I turned to walk 
off, the Yorkshireman called, “Would you 
like an English paper? I’ve got this morn- 
ing’s Express.” I took it and thanked him 
again. Gears were engaged and the car was 
away. 

I took my time to walk the short distance 
from the street corner to the house, taking 
in the ring of bells heralding this first 
Christmas of peace for five years. Under 
the street lamp, the one which could be 
seen from my bed, I looked at the newspa- 
per. It was, as my friend had said, the Daily 
Erprers. The date on it was December24, 
all right. But it was December 24, 1935 -nor 
1945! 

It was puzzling and it was some months 
before I could make an effort to iind an 
answer. 

At last there came a chance to visit 
Hulst. There, just by the bus stop was a 
shoe-shop with a headboard displaying the 
sign “B. HOLMES” - a good English 
name! I entered and was greeted by a 
middle-aged lady who said “Good Morn- 
ing” in near perfect English. I asked if, by 
chance, she was English. 

“No,” she replied, “but I was married to 
an Englishman until he was killed in a car 
crash just over ten years ago. It was on 
Christmas Eve.” 

Do I belieue in ghosts? Honestly I don’t 
know. Ic could all have been a set of remarkable 
coim’dencer. 
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BATSUB put their 
Maj Gen Nigel 
Richards (right), 
commanding the 4th 
Dlvision, presents 
Armv Benevolent 

into it 
Funi regional con- 
troller Lt Col (Retd) 
Bill Stanford (left) 
with a cheque for 
€5,000 raised by the 
Aldershot Horse 
Show. Between 
them are show com- 
mittee members 
Sam Eyres, Jenny 
Hopkins and Hugh 
Winter 

TWENTY-ONE membm of 
the British Army Training 
Support Unit Belize 
(BATSUB) sweated out a 
gruelling 70-mile cyde ride 
from the British High Com- 
mission in Belmopan to Air- 
port Camp in Ladyville. 

Reason for their huge physi- 
eal mrt in sopriog tempera- 
tum was to raise money for 
the Brinsh Heart Foundation, 
which they did in style. The 
small British contingent col- 
lected a grand total of L1,300. 

0 0 0  
Soldiers from 101 HQ 

Sqnarlm~ (militia), R Mon 
RE (M) presented a L500 
cheque to St Briavels' Centre 
for Child Development at 
Monmoutb after five squadron 
members had completed a 
sponsored parachute jump. 

Lt Col Paul Lodge RE, CO 
of the Militia, presented a 
cheque for L305 to Gwent 
Young People's Theatre after 
the group performed Hemy V 
in the ruins of the original 
Monmouth Casrle as pan of 

hearts 
the regiment's "double royal" 
celebrations. Nearly E600 was 
given to local good causes and 
the regimental museum. 

0 0 0  
More than lOOnuu~ls from 

BATUS and the Canadian 
Faoas Base Suitteld took 
part in the 16th annual T w  
Fox Charity Run in Alberta, 
Caoada. BATUS entered 66 
runners in seven teams and 
raised thousands of dollsrs for 
the Terry Fox Foundation for 
Cancer Research. 

0 0 0  
Civil aid projects carried out 

in Bosnia by 1 General Sup- 
port Regiment RLC have 
included r e f u r b i  a school 
science workshop, the street 
lighting in Kupres, an old 
people's home and a kinder- 
garten in the same town, 
rebuilding a minor bridge and 

restoring the classm~ms in a 
secon- school. Other work 
carria out by the regiment 
and funded by the Overseas 
Development Agency includ- 
ed getting a school bus bnck on 
the road, repairing Iclym 
medical centre and providing a 
fire tender for the town. 

0 0 0  

A sponsored trek through 
the Welsh mountsins involving 
2 1 soldiers and civilians fxom 2 
(SE) Bdgde HQ at Shorn- 
diffe raised about L3,500 for 
multiple sclerosis sufferers. 

U 0 0  

Officer cadets and srafffrom 
Uniwdty  of Lwdon 05- 
e m '  Training Carps ran the 
146-mile length of the Grand 
Union Canal to make more 
than EL650 for the Army 
Benevolent Fund and the Save 
the Children Fund. 

. .1 

, .  .. 
... .. . ; "' ' 

Army Careers Offlce StaW in Carnbrldge and Peterborough took part In 
a relay around the colleges of Cambridge University to ralse money for 
the Peter Wllaon Sports Injury Clinic and finlshed fifth out of 97 teams. 
From left SE Sgt Del Commosloung, SSgt Jefl Baker, Sgt John Rose, 
SSgt Bruce Hobday, SSgt Phi1 Robinaon, and PTI Dean Marshall from 
ATR Basslngbourn, who stood In when international athlete Sgt Kelly 
Holmes had to withdraw 

Capt Brian McAneny 
of 31 Signal Regiment 
team up with a couple 
of Chelsea Pension- 
ers during the TA 
unit's Freedom 
parade in Chelsea. 
Enjoying the day 
were Slanley Burrell 
(in wheelchair) of the 
Royal Norfolk Regi- 
ment, and Peter 
Beatty, who joined the 
Royal Artillery in 1939 
and later served with 
the RAOC and REME. 
Both veterans are 73. 
Sgt Donor bumped 
into them while 
making a street col- 
lection for the Army 
Benevolent Fund 

I 

into qualifica 
II 

Vocational Education Training Programme Soldbrs from 1 A m O U d  FlOld Ambulance prnh (I b d  along h 

Led by Cpl DOWk Blackbum, they wnl be wndlng ChDqWS to 
road from Slpovo to Jsrero In B m i s  to raI8e momy for charlty. 

Cancer Research, h Fraemans 
Hospital In Newcastle, and 
JszerO Ambulant8 Mal Stu Siade (left) and 

WO2 Chris Hearn, both 
M C ,  draw cheques for 
f450 from their rucksacks 
for presentation to Mrr. 
Julie Biddle of the 
Hope House HOS- 
pice, and Mr VinCe 
Charnley from the 
Shropshire and 
Mld-Wales Hospice. 
The money for the 

two Shropshire 
charities was 
raised by pilots at 
RAF Shawbury's 
Central Flying 
School (Helicopter) 
Squadron after Maj 
Slade, who is serv- 
ing at the school, 
persuaded them to 

I .  
Electrical Enylllccl II 
Electronics m':: - Building SerViceS 
Telecommunication$ Computing 
Building Studies 

Motor vehicle 

attain 'I 
recogniseo qualiflcations using the Accredltatim of Prior Learning (APL) process for a portion Of the awapd 

nme is  an initiative by Blackbum College t o  assist members of HM FWCS to Col Andy Mentell, Chlef Royal 
Engineer, meats local chlldmn 
atterhepemIngofthslrr.choo1 
in the village of B u m ,  near Vltsz 
In Bosnla. mdiy damaged by an 
antl-tank rock@, the achool pro- 
)ea m a  stsrtsd by Naw Zealand 
troops and Rnlshed off by 90 m- 
b e n  ofZ0 Fleld Squadron RE. A b  
Gen present John at KkIey, the re-opming who commands was Wj 

NATO's ~ ~ l t l - ~ s t i o ~ ~ ~  m w o n  
(South Wemt) In Eo6nla 

31 

Army 8BnwoIenl Fund organ- 
bar Lt co l  loll shwherd (w) 
and SSgt Tam "The Gun" 
MCKS~, mslrtct Qunna of 52 
Lowland Brigade bsfed at 

cheque from the Scottleh Clay- 
m o n s  American Football team 
collectMt durlng thelr wmmer 
.aaron. A b  In t k  pkture sm 
Scon Cooper, Een. Twrlem, 

er end Yo Murphy 

Edlnburgh Castle, W i m  a 

publicity d l n c l n  D8Wn Fletch- 

Then contact ~wbm Clarkson. ~ x u i t ~  of Techno(oQy, -bum colbe, 
F~denStreet.Blackbum,l.ancashlreBB2 1LH.Telephone 01254 292357 Fax 01254 681755 I 

I 

complete a six-day 
walk along the 178- 
mile Offa's Dyke. e II 



I 
ng read lhal manled fam- 
In BAOR are allowed prl- 
cars, I would like to know 

s, 48 Movement Con- 

Both families and individua, 

t black market tmsac 
s, payment will be by Her 

#table forpurchase in tim. 
numbers, and bids havc 
called for. -Editor. 

I mceeional look at wI 

B saying: 

ilia (in an d i n  dew 
lely to details of the new4 
my)’ “The 21sl Century AI 
II be highly-mobile [and] ca 
t of oonduding operetionr 
y area where Austral 
ilonal security is threaten 
mrs ww!d bsmm per , evergrowing g l m  8ow 
a1 relies on strong technofi 
I skills.” 

am orem &wk. ann 

0 Joumsle Of other arm 

OmAnynewtp.per,A~ 

my: If1 hadtogNeaon8-8 
1cB report M Mw I view 
my and its NCO Corps, I wc 
,y mat [it] is in the midsl 
,age, and that change nec 
ales redelcning who end L+ 
3 are - SMA Gene C MO 
iy, Sergeant Major ollhe AI 

Last of the 
Kadoorie 

I 1 
m SOMler, December 1971 

EAST CLOSE-DOWN 
etly, but with lavish use 01 
well-worn clicha “end of e 

r”, Far East Lanr 
e closed down or 

vember 1. On the WE 
er East Command, 

also want out of 

Far East Land Forces t 

Engineers 
blast out 

t39 Gurkhas WllmrY-- 
W Spouses of A m y  re81 
x who have contributed sic 
3n!4 to the quahly of lift 
Wers can r m v e  an aHi 
uned after Dr Maiy E Wal 
a cared vduntariP+ forthe 
id w o W d  m the Amen 

graduate 
from farm 

. I 

B men of Berks 

Dragoon’s Nile grave 
252070. 
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Honours 
shake-up 
missed a 
chance 
IN P m e  Minister John Major's 
review of the honours and awards 
system I believe an opportunity 
was missed to correct the out-of- 
date class distinctions and the 
differing qualification periods for 
awards for long service to the vol- 
unteer reserve forces. 

For example: 
0 RNR-RMR, 15 years - offi- 

cers, Reserve Officers Decora- 
tion; ratings, IS and GC Medal; 

0 TA, 12 years ~ officers, Effi- 
ciencv Decoration (TA): sol- 

OUTLOOK 
NIPPY WITH A COVERING 

OF FREE INSURANCE. 

The cheeky charm of the Corsa or the concept car good 

Whichever you go for you're gudmteed bags of style, fun, 

And there's never been a better moment to make your choice. 
As well as the obvious attraction of a tax free price, we're 

offering 12 months comprehensive insurdnce when you order or 
register a Corsa or T i p '  before January 31st 1997. The policy is 
thrnugh Norwich Union, one of the UKs leading insurers. 

What else would you rxpect from Vauxhall - brillidnt 
design, great performance and the complete peace of mind 
of comprehensive cover? 

For full detalls return the coupon to VauxhallTax Free Sales or 
contact your nearest Vauxhall dealer. or phone Vauxhall Tax Free 
Sales on 00 44 1582 864410. 

looks of theTlgra? 

and lively performance. 
Name: 

Rank/title: 

Address: 

Post codeBFPO no: 

VauxhallTax Free Sales, Carhon House, 6264 High Street, 
Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire LU5 585, U.K. 

VAUXHALL (3 T u  Fwe Sales ....................................... 

diers,~Efficiency Medal (TA); 
0 RAuxAF, ten years ~ officers 

and airmen, Air Efficiency 
award. 

Officers of the RNR-RMR and 
Territorial Army are allowed to 
place RD and T D  respectively 
after their names while officers of 
the RA& receive the same 
medal as airmen but place the let- 
ters AE after their names. 

I put it to the RDs, T D s  and 
AEs ~ just what is so special 
about your service in comparison 
to that of your men, and why is 
there five years' difference 
between the RNR and RAuxAF? 

The Reserve Forces, in 
common with the Regular Forces 
over the years, have been reduced 
and it is now time to inrroduce a 
Reserve Forces Decoration on 
the lines of the Canadian Forces 
Decoration, a tr-Service award 
issued irrespective of rank. 

And if letters are put behind 
names, let's make it them and us 
. . . not just them. 

I welcome further comments 
on this subject. - WO2 J Hurst, 
MG PI, HQ Coy, 3 RWF 
(address supplied). 

Badge for war 
wounded 
I DO not understand Cpl W 
Hibbert's letter (Nov 11) about a 
discharge button. 

Being war wounded, I was 
given the King's Badge and, of 
course, you can wear this with 
your medals, on the lapel of a 
blazer or suit. A lot of us ex-RN 
personnel read Soldier. - Harry 
(name and address supplied). 

Spot the d:::xence! 

87 C.P.T.C. 
THE ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS 

CHRISTMAS DAY, 1946 

menu 
B R E A K F A S T  

\YHEATFLIKTS OR PORRIDGE 
BACON, FRIED EGG 

TEA. m u u ,  UUTIER. XARUALAUE 

D I N K E R  
ROAST TURKEY ASD STUFFING 

ROAST PORK 
ROAST ASD \LASEED POTATOES 

BRUSSELS SPROUTS 
UIIRIST'UAS PcDI1isG AXD WHITE S.\I.L:Z 

APPLES. XCTS. CIGARETTES 
COFFEE AND BISCUITS 

REER I S D  UISERALS 

B U F Y E T  T E A  
TEA. R R E I D .  BUTTER. 5131 

COLD JIELT. PICKLES ASD SALCC 
ClllllSTilAS CAKE LSD JIINCE PIES 

I WAS going through my old Army 
bits and pieces the other day and came 
across a 50-year-old menu card [left] 
for the The Royal Irish Fusiliers at Bal- 
lykinler, Northern Ireland. 

I wondered if the lads over there 
now will have the same as we did in 
1946? I later left the RIF and went to 
the Royal Artillery at Bulford Garr- 
son, finishing as a sergeant in 96th 
HAA Regiment. 

As a regular subscriber to the maga- 
zine, I've never seen a reference to 
"Sandy's Home", a Naafi-type estab- 
lishment we had on camp. Is it still 
there? - J White, Lancaster. 

I b Forthe Record and Points in Clues- 
ion - Paoe 36 

All change for 
next centu rv 

.# 

WITH reference to the letters from 
readers who want a return to No 1 
dress blues -even one suggesting a 
return to red jackets - I think the pre- 
sent khaki No 2 dress is both smart 
and soldier-llke, and copies the uni- 
form worn in the First World War 
when, I would suggest, soldiers were 
soldiers, and saw more action and 
combat in a day than a11 the post-1945 
campaigns put together. 

It is time the British Army started 
preparing for the 21st century, which 
means more time spent on parade 
dress and bull, the abolition of offi- 
cers' and sergeants' messes, and the 
formatlon of a Corps of Infantry. - S 
Iceton, Hartlepool. 

Sddiwweicaes lenemforpubiicm~n fim e11 readem, whatevertheir statue. 
Letters muSt be b M ,  Iypd or wmtan cleady end include the cOmlSpOndenl.6 
name and addw8 in blwk capitals. mt n % c ~ ~ ~ ~ l l l y  fa publication. Anony- 
mous lettem will not be considered. Acceptance OT relemon of lenen is the 
deOiSion ofthe Editor, who res~we8 the rightto edafor lengih, darily orstyle. 

35 
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And still there is 
hope for Province CREATION of the --.~. 

Royal Hussars took place on 
December 1, 1992 on the 
amalgamarion of The Royal 

Own) and the  14thi50th 
Kmg's Hussars. 
Of irs ~IS&~~SSOIS, The 

Royal Hussars originally 
formed in October 1969 on 
the amalgamation of the 10th 
Royal Hussars (F'rince of 
Wales's Own) with the 11th 
Hussars (Prince Albert's 
Owns, while the 14W20th 

Hussars (Prince d WddS 

Hussars and the 20th €ius- 
sars were united. 

IF poa had to select sir 
weapons which in your opin- 
ion turned the tide of a war, 
anQ tberrforr history, which 
would you go for) 

Perbap you would choose 
the atom bomb . . . or the  
Spidirs. Both played decisive 
mks during the Second 
World War. 

No doubt co-authors 
Martin Davidson and Adam 
Levy, in their BBC book 

in favour of the longbow 
(A@xxurt 1415), the bayo- 
net (Culloden 17461, the 

Dsdciu these, but mafmw, they rejected considered than 

I 
The po6trcard illusuafed 0 Regimental guidon party 

Crossed k h i s  are worn as 
a sleeve badge to commcm- 
rate the battle of M e d i k a  
when the 14tbiZOth fought 
shoulder to shoulder wth the 
6th Queen Elizabeth's Own 
Gurkba Rifles. 

Two ltemg of dress unique 
to  the regiment are the wear- 
ing of c r i m w  trousers and ment is CUTreotly serving above was reproduced from a 0 Officer: No1 dress (cere- 
crimson overalls, the latter with NATO's Allied Com- watercolour painting by  monial). 
wtrh a double primrose mand Europe Rapid Reac- William R Youngbusband. It BackgrQund Challenger, 
yellow stripe. tion Corps (ARRC) in shows: Scimitar and regimehtal hot 

W ~ ( d l h l s U r ( ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ M C Q p . d h . ~ I \ n n X ~ ~ l o ; O . d l W h t t . W , 1 9 , R u h m o w L u y ~ . I l ~ . 8 8 1 8 5 J A  

I 
main battle tanlrs, the re- 

Equipped with Challenger Germany. 6 Corporak No 2 dress. air balloon. 

*; :. 

gongsrga 
Well-known for his TV S A  1 German Panzer and t h e  

Russian T-34 tank (France 
1940, K m k  19431, the P-51 
Mustangfrehter (air war ovex 
Berlin 1944), the Bell 
"Huey" UH-1 helicoptu 
(Viemam 1965) and t h e  
Harrier jumpjet (FdkJandr 
1982). This book is nicely illus- 

trated with fullsolour plates 
and drawing8 and was pro- 
duced to  accompany the sh 
half-hour BBCZ TV series oi 
the same title, of which t h e  
authors were also the pro- 
ducers. -JM 

appearances to comment on 
the world's trouble-spots, Col  
Dnw led a Gmnjaclret bat- 
tulion in NI and later served as 
Colonel, Defence Studies for 
the Army and Deputy Director 
of the International W N t e  
for Strategic S ~ d i e ~ .  

With this experience and his 
expeniae as a military com- 
mentator, he is as well quali- 
fied as myone to mggest that 
rhemcssage fromthe "hardline 
Republican and Loyalist ghet- 
tos i s  clear - we have tasted 
peace and we do not want a 
return to conflict''. - JM 

-- 

For therecord.. . I ImwQaQt 
REFERENCE a photograph 
(Pagel6,July22)whiihinciudes 
a REME staff band drum major, 
he is shown wearing the drum 
above the crown of his insignia. 
Surely as a staff Sergeant he 
should not be wearing the crown 
as this is only worn by WO2 rank, 
indwling this rank. i feel the man 
in your photograph is either a 
pipe major (wim a drum above his 
insignia) or pernaps a squadron 
QM corporal of the Household 
CavaUy (with a dNm above his 
ba&a of rank. - Alec Colernan, 
Bury, Lancs. 

- 
Your feature on Desert Challenger 
stated that a member of the triab 
team serving in Kuwait when the 
Iraqis invaded in 1989 was held 
hostage. The invasion took place 
in 1990. Pta P Dserlng, 10 Tpt 
R.gt RLC, Colchester. 

W W S '  rsrbr 
THE Household Cavalry Regi- 
ment (Ocl 28) was formed long 
before 1992. At the start of the 
Second World War 1 HCR and 2 
HCR were formed when both Life 
Guards and Royal Horse Artillery 
served together but kept their own 
hedges. 

WhUe 2 HCR remained in the 
UK until just after D-Day, 1 HCR 
went to me Middle. East. i served 
in 1 HCR from 1943 until the MK) 

regiments regained their indepen- 
dence in 1945 and went on to 
serve in the Blues until 1967. 

The postcard is a little imccu- 
rate regarding the Horse Guards 
buildings in the background.. .the 
mounted sentries are on the other 
side of the building, the Whitehall 
Side. 

iars, never conscripts. Years later 
me secretary of my regiment& 
association noticed my number 
and remarked that I was a volun. 
teer. Asking around, I found that 
"1447" men were Regulars, while 
"1448" men were volunteers for 
the duration. Can anyone shed 
light on this? - Bob Lamberl, 
Newcasttlson-~ne. 

E KELLYS letter regarding me 
award of the VC at Rorke's Drift is 
correcl in that only two recipients 
were Welshmen. Two points of 
debate are that the defenders 
werefromBCoy,ZndBn,the24th 
(2nd Warnickshire) Regiment of 
Fool, not 2/24 Warwickshire Regi- 
ment (mere existed at the time the 
6th ( ~ o y d  1st Warwickshire) Reg- 
iment of Foot); secondly, in 1881 
(not 1884), the 24lh became the 
South Wa!es Borderers until 1969, - Howard Johnaon, CardW. 

E KELLY said (Nov I t )  that q e  
South Wales Borderers were 
formed in 1884. To put the record 
straight. on July 1,1881 the name 
of the regiment was changed from 
24th Foot to the South Wales Bor- 
derers and the colour of their 
grass green facings was changed 
to while. - M T NMh, Acton, 
London. 

Among books recently published 
are the following, m e  of which 
wHIbereviewedmcmMiyinforlh- Harleooks(W&yn),2NewewPlace, Sword,hardback, f1895. 
mrmng IgqUBS. Welwyn, Herts AL6 9QA, f14.95. f l499. 

volume senes of mmense appsal 
to gunners and mil iry historians. 

toryeccountofthe landings bytwo 
who were closely involved. Pen & 

the 53rd Fmld Regiment of the 

Wlon Ish-, Artillery. Edinburgh. Mainstream herdback. Pub- 

Sum &m by Jack Horsfall 
and Nigel Cave. Latest in me Bat- 

guides.Pen & Sword, pawtback, 
fa.95. 

rm#sndEsulpmmtOrSI  Forces by Wiil Fowler, illustrated 

by Ray Wlchins Yet anolhef 

Greenhill Books, hardback, 
f12.W. 

T k  L m ,  Long Y6MS by Gil- 

Chaolahu In COnfilCt bv 

~ E w o p e s e r i a s  of pocket 

guw, wilh 6xcellsnt phdogrephs. 

leasbwg MaoLean. sapper's story 
The of w r  Penlland and four Press, years of hadback. capbvky. 

f 15.50. 
0yonInnellip.g. 

?.? 

Mr War Bwnla: UN and NATO 
Akpowu by Tim Ripby. More 
thnn I w pages of colour photog- 
raphy depkling British and foreign 
aimfl and airmen between 
summar IW and Decembsr 
1995. Airlife Publishing, large 
formst paperback, f16.95. 

wlth churchuis to war by Peter 
Gudgin. Former assistant miliiry 
attache in Bonn and The Hague 
tells me story of me 48th Wlii 
RW Tank Regiment in the 
Second W d d  War. Sutton Pub- 
lishing, hardback, f18.99. 

StGhen H Louden. The rde Oi 
A n y  chsplains since 1914, writ- 
ten by the Principal Roman 
Catholic Chaplain of me Brilish 
Army. Avon Books, LondonSW11, 
paperback, f9.95. 

THE subject of Victoria Crosses 
awarded to non-British or Irish 
soldiers has been well covered in 
this column. A letler on the topic 
fmrn Thierry Larffiha of 
Neufchateau, Belgium, makes 
the point that two Germans, five 
Amebns, one Swiss, one 
Swedish, one Belgian, one Russ- 
ian and three Danes were among 
the winners of me medal. 

- 
i AM anxious to know lhe names 
of the two vessels involved in the 
evacuation of my regiment. the 
t st Kensingtons, from Cherbourg 
on June 17, 1940. One was a 
coal carrier. I have consulted 
numerous books on the Bfnish 
Expeditionary Force, alas withoul 
succ~ss. We were part of Ark 
Force which was part of 51st 
Highland Division. - C Harrla, 
chairman Henlay-on-Thaw 
branch, Dunkirk Vateranr 
Asaociatbn, nlahurst, Rea16 
inn. 

SIS.Tha IllUMatsd Hlstoly by 
Barry Davw BEM. Remarkable 
photo album compiled by a former 
Welsh Guardsman who won ha 
decoration at Mcgadishu. 1977. 
Virgm Publlshmg, larseformat 
hardback, f20. 

Row1 Mllltan Pollfa 
AS a regular reader of yodr excel- 
lent magazine for many years i 
have noticed that on several occa- 
sions you have referred to the 
Royal Miltary Police as WAPs" 

Tney are not Royal Military 
Poiicemans. just Policemen. so 
the abbreviamn showd be RMP - 
L m  G l l M  (ex-Sgt, RYP), Box- 
hlllon-Sea, E SuMx.  

$6 
0 Ifs a fair cop - E d h .  

To the L8st Rwnd by Peter Hart 
South Nons Hussars fmm mob& 
sation in 1939 10 cbsasler in the 
Wostem Desert in June. 1942. 
Pen E S w d .  hardback f 17.95. 

wtth Spanner8 IleswnUlna by 
Joe Roberts. History of the REME 
with 1st Airborne Divfsion, 1942- 
45. The Bkls.YJai Press, Liver- 
pod. paperback, f9.99. 

Milltan numbers 
I volunteered in March 1945 and 
my number was t4482386. 
Others I met whose numbers 
started with me numerals 144 
were &her volunteers or Reau- 

Amphlbh Aaeaull Falld.nd. 
by Mlchael Clapp and E w n  
southby-Tailyour. Sub-tMed The 
Eaffle of San Car& Water, a 
candid, controversial and rev& 

WarUm Wmderem by Tim Pur- 
call and Mike Gething. Story of me 
football team (Bolton Wanderers) 
mat went to war as TA gunners in 

The HwIford.hlW Brt).rl.., 
Royal Flald Arllllwy. An Illua- 
tn*d HI- 1-1920 by Lt 
col J D Sainsbury. Second of four- 



And still there is 
hope for Province CREATION of the --.~. 

Royal Hussars took place on 
December 1, 1992 on the 
amalgamarion of The Royal 

Own) and the  14thi50th 
Kmg's Hussars. 
Of irn ~IS&~~SSOIS, The 

Royal Hussars originally 
formed in October 1969 on 
the amalgamation of the 10th 
Royal Hussars (F'rince of 
Wales's Own) with the 11th 
Hussars (Prince Albert's 
Owns, while the 14W20th 

Hussars (Prince d WddS 

Hussars and the 20th NUS- 
sars were united. 

IF poa had to select sir 
weapons which in your opin- 
ion turned the tide of a war, 
anQ tberrforr history, which 
would you go for) 

Perbap you would choose 
the atom bomb . . . or the  
Spidirs. Both played decisive 
mks during the Second 
World War. 

No doubt co-authors 
Martin Davidson and Adam 
Levy, in their BBC book 

in favour of the longbow 
(A@xxurt 1415), the bayo- 
net (Culloden 17461, the 

Dsdciu these, but mafmw, they rejected considered than 

I 
The po6trcard illusuafed 0 Regimental guidon party 

Crossed k h i s  are worn as 
a sleeve badge to commcm- 
rate the battle of M e d i k a  
when the 14tbiZOth fought 
shoulder to shoulder wth the 
6th Queen Elizabeth's Own 
Gurkba Rifles. 

Two ltemg of dress unique 
to  the regiment are the wear- 
ing of c r i m w  trousers and ment is CUTreotly serving above was reproduced from a 0 Officer: No1 dress (cere- 
crimson overalls, the latter with NATO's Allied Com- watercolour painting by  monial). 
wtrh a double primrose mand Europe Rapid Reac- William R Youngbusband. It BackgrQund Challenger, 
yellow stripe. tion Corps (ARRC) in shows: Scimitar and regimehtal hot 
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I 
main battle tanlrs, the re- 

Equipped with Challenger Germany. 6 Corporak No 2 dress. air balloon. 

*; :. 

gongsrga 
Well-known for his TV S A  1 German Panzer and t h e  

Russian T-34 tank (France 
1940, K m k  19431, the P-51 
Mustangfrehter (airwar ovex 
Berlin 1944), the Bell 
"Huey" UH-1 helicoptu 
(Viemam 1965) and t h e  
Harrier jumpjet (FdkJandr 
1982). This book is nicely illus- 

trated with fullsolour plates 
and drawing8 and was pro- 
duced to  accompany the sh 
half-hour BBCZ TV series oi 
the same title, of which t h e  
authors were also the pro- 
ducers. -JM 

appearances to comment on 
the world's trouble-spots, Col  
Dnw led a Gmnjaclret bat- 
tubu in NI and later served as 
Colonel, Defence Studies for 
the Army and Deputy Director 
of the International W N t e  
for Strategic S ~ d i e ~ .  

With this experience and his 
expeniae as a military com- 
mentator, he is as well quali- 
fied as myone to mggest that 
rhemcssage fromthe "hardline 
Republican and Loyalist ghet- 
tos i s  clear - we have tasted 
peace and we do not want a 
return to conflict''. - JM 

-- 

For therecord.. . I ImwQaQt 
REFERENCE a photograph 
(Pagel6,July22)whiihinciudes 
a REME staff band drum major, 
he is shown wearing the drum 
above the crown of his insignia. 
Surely as a staff Sergeant he 
should not be wearing the crown 
as this is only worn by WO2 rank, 
indwling this rank. i feel the man 
in your photograph is either a 
pipe major (wim a drum above his 
insignia) or pernaps a squadron 
QM corporal of the Household 
CavaUy (with a dNm above his 
ba&a of rank. - Alec Colernan, 
Bury, Lancs. 

- 
Your feature on Desert Challenger 
stated that a member of the triab 
team serving in Kuwait when the 
Iraqis invaded in 1989 was held 
hostage. The invasion took place 
in 1990. Pta P Dserlng, 10 Tpt 
R.gt RLC, Colchester. 

W W S '  rsrbr 
THE Household Cavalry Regi- 
ment (Ocl 28) was formed long 
before 1992. At the start of the 
Second World War 1 HCR and 2 
HCR were formed when both Life 
Guards and Royal Horse Artillery 
served together but kept their own 
hedges. 

WhUe 2 HCR remained in the 
UK until just after D-Day, 1 HCR 
went to me Middle. East. i served 
in 1 HCR from 1943 until the MK) 

regiments regained their indepen- 
dence in 1945 and went on to 
serve in the Blues until 1967. 

The postcard is a little imccu- 
rate regarding the Horse Guards 
buildings in the background.. .the 
mounted sentries are on the other 
side of the building, the Whitehall 
Side. 

iars, never conscripts. Years later 
me secretary of my regiment& 
association noticed my number 
and remarked that I was a volun. 
teer. Asking around, I found that 
"1447" men were Regulars, while 
"1448" men were volunteers for 
the duration. Can anyone shed 
light on this? - Bob Lamberl, 
Newcasttlson-~ne. 

E KELLYS letter regarding me 
award of the VC at Rorke's Drift is 
correcl in that only two recipients 
were Welshmen. Two points of 
debate are that the defenders 
werefromBCoy,ZndBn,the24th 
(2nd Warnickshire) Regiment of 
Fool, not 2/24 Warwickshire Regi- 
ment (mere existed at the time the 
6th ( ~ o y d  1st Warwickshire) Reg- 
iment of Foot); secondly, in 1881 
(not 1884), the 24lh became the 
South Wa!es Borderers until 1969, - Howard Johnaon, CardW. 

E KELLY said (Nov I t )  that q e  
South Wales Borderers were 
formed in 1884. To put the record 
straight. on July 1,1881 the name 
of the regiment was changed from 
24th Foot to the South Wales Bor- 
derers and the colour of their 
grass green facings was changed 
to while. - M T NMh, Acton, 
London. 

Among books recently published 
are the following, m e  of which 
wHIbereviewedmmMiyinforlh- Harleooks(W&yn),2NewewPlace, Sword,hardback, f1895. 
mrmng IgqUBS. Welwyn, Herts AL6 9QA, f14.95. f l499. 

volume senes of mmense appsal 
to gunners and mil iry historians. 

toryeccountofthe landings bytwo 
who were closely involved. Pen & 

the 53rd Fmld Regiment of the 

Wlon Ish-, Artillery. Edinburgh. Mainstream herdback. Pub- 

Sum &m by Jack Horsfall 
and Nigel Cave. Latest in me Bat- 

guides.Pen & Sword, pawtback, 
fa.95. 

rm#sndEsulpmmtOrSI  Forces by Wiil Fowler, illustrated 

by Ray Wlchins Yet anolhef 

Greenhill Books, hardback, 
f12.W. 

T k  L m ,  Long Y6MS by Gil- 

Chaolahu In COnfilCt bv 

~ E w o p e s e r i a s  of pocket 

guw, wilh 6xcellsnt phdogrephs. 

leasbwg MaoLean. sapper's story 
The of w r  Penlland and four Press, years of hadback. capbvky. 

f 15.50. 
0yonInnellip.g. 

?.? 

Mr War Bwnla: UN and NATO 
Alrpovm by Tim Ripby. More 
thnn I w pages of colour photog- 
raphy depkling British and foreign 
aimfl and airmen between 
summar IW and Decembsr 
1995. Airlife Publishing, large 
formst paperback, f16.95. 

wlth churchuk to war by Peter 
Gudgin. Former assistant miliiry 
attache in Bonn and The Hague 
tells me story of the 48th Wlii 
RW Tank Regiment in the 
second W d d  War. Sutton Pub- 
lishing, hardback, f18.99. 

StGhen H Louden. The rde Oi 
A n y  chsplains since 1914, writ- 
ten by the Principal Roman 
Catholic Chaplain of me Brilish 
Army. Avon Books, LondonSW11, 
paperback, f9.95. 

THE subject of Victoria Crosses 
awarded to non-British or Irish 
soldiers has been well covered in 
this column. A letler on the topic 
fmrn Thierry Larffiha of 
Neufchateau, Belgium, makes 
the point that two Germans, five 
Amebns, one Swiss, one 
Swedish, one Belgian, one Russ- 
ian and three Danes were among 
the winners of me medal. 

- 
i AM anxious to know lhe names 
of the two vessels involved in the 
evacuation of my regiment. the 
t st Kensingtons, from Cherbourg 
on June 17, 1940. One was a 
coal carrier. I have consulted 
numerous books on the Bfnish 
Expeditionary Force, alas withoul 
SUCCBSS. We were part of Ark 
Force which was part of 51st 
Highland Division. - C Harrla, 
chairman Henlay-on-Thaw 
branch, Dunkirk Vateranr 
Asaociatbn, nlahurst, Rea16 
inn. 

SIS.Tha IllUMatsd Hbtoly by 
Barry Davw BEM. Remarkable 
photo album compiled by a former 
Welsh Guardsman who won ha 
decoration at Mcgadishu. 1977. 
Virgm Publlshmg, larseformat 
hardback, f20. 

Row1 Mllltan Pollfa 
AS a regular reader of yodr excel- 
lent magazine for many years i 
have noticed that on several occa- 
sions you have referred to the 
Royal Miltary Police as 'RMPs" 

Tney are not Royal Military 
Poiicemans. just Policemen. so 
the abbreviamn showd be RMP - 
L m  G l l M  (ex-Sgt, RYP), Box- 
hlllon-Sea, E SuMx.  

$6 
0 Ifs a fair cop - E d h .  

To the L8st Rwnd by Peter Hart 
South Nons Hussars fmm mob& 
sation in 1939 10 dfiaster in the 
Wostem Desert in June. 1942. 
Pen E S w d .  hardback f 17.95. 

wtth Spanner8 IIeswnUlna by 
Joe Roberts. History of the REME 
with 1st Airborne Divfsion, 1942- 
45. The Bkls.YJai Press, Liver- 
pod. paperback, f9.99. 

Milltan numbers 
I volunteered in March 1945 and 
my number was t4482386. 
Others I met whose numbers 
started with me numerals 144 
were &her volunteers or Reau- 

Amphlblom Aaeaull Falld.nd. 
by Mlchael Clapp and E w n  
southby-Tailyour. Sub-tMed The 
Eaffle of San Car& Water, a 
candid, controversial and rev& 

WarUm Wmderem by Tim Pur- 
call and Mike Gething. Story of me 
football team (Bolton Wanderers) 
mat went to war as TA gunners in 

The HwIford.hlW Brt).rl.., 
Royal Flald Arllllwy. An Illua- 
tn*d HI- 1-1920 by Lt 
col J D Sainsbury. Second of four- 



Was this 
an SAS 
fai I u re? 
Opamtion Bulbasket by Paul 
McCue. Leo  Cooper, f18.95. 

CONTROVERSY over recent 
books about the SAS is unlike- 
ly to be repeated with Paul 
McCue’s Operation Bulbasket. 

It might cause a few wry gri- 
maces among survivors of the 
D-Day para-drop mission, 
since the author admits some 
of their accounts of the eight- 
week operation more than 50 
years ago are “contradictory”. 

In June, 1944 a 55-strong 
team of special forces was 
parachuted behind enemy lines 
in France. Their mission was 
to pinpoint and radio back the 
location of targets and general- 
ly disrupt enemy movements. 

Within a few weeks 35 had 
been captured and executed - 
and, according to this book, 
officialdom was somewhat dis- 
missive: “In comparison with 
the achievements of the other 
SAS groups, Bulbasket has not, 
on the evidence available, been 
so successful as a source of 
information. . .” 

This is difiicult to accept 
when reading of the mission’s 
considerable achievements. 

Time has evidendy clouded 
the facts. Was the location of 
their forest hideout betrayed to 
the Germans, or did careless- 
ness prove fatal? 

Whatever the reason they 
were brave men who, accord- 
ing to the author, carried out a 
successful operation of sabo- 
tage which slowed down 
enemy movements towards the 
D-Day bade areas. 

As the author says, their sac- 
rifice was not in vain. - TM 

AFTER the Battle of Worces- 
ter in 1651, Charles I1 fled to 
the continent, followed by 
loyal supporters. From these a 
body of Cavaliers was formed 
into the Royal Regiment of 
Guards at Bruges. 

It evolved into the Grenadier 
Guards, probably the most 
famous regiment in the world. Parachute Regiment became 

In Once a Grenadier . . . theGuardsBattalion.”Asthe 1 
Oliver Lindsay has document- Guards Independent Para- 
ed its history from the end of chute Company it held its last 
the Second World War, draw- parade on October 24, 1975. 
ing on his own memories of 35 The book tells also of the 
years as an officer in the regi- Guards’ role as part of 22 SAS 
ment as well as on active ser- Once a Grenadler . . . The the experiences Grenadlar Guards 1845-1s yice in Borneo 

UI 1964. Cyprus of others, serv- 

When all bat- ~~~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ gency was to be 
the last tour for the 3rd Battal- 

b y O w U f - d = ~ . h L e o r P e n  in the emer- 
ing and retired. &sword m, hardback, &?I. 

talions of the regiment revert- 
ed from armour to an infantry 
role in 1945 the lst, 2nd and 
4th remained in Germany 
while the 3rd was posted first 
to Austria and then to Pales- 
tine, which the Grenadiers, as 
part of 1 Guards Brigade, were 
among the last troops to leave 
three years later. 

There are graphic accounts 
of this tour and of encounters 
with the communists in the 
Malaya, for which the 3rd Bat- 
talion mobilised in August, 1948. 

For the next eight years 
much of the Grenadiers’ activ- 
iry was centred on the Middle 
East. In the Suez operation of 
1956 a stick of men from the 
Guards Independent Para- 
chute Company was dropped 
as a fighting patrol in support 
of French forces to the south of 

ion before it was placed in 
“suspended animation”, leav- 
ing in its wake a single compa- 
ny which went to the 2nd 
Banalion. 

In early August 1969, that 
battalion was unexpectedly 
placed on “Spearhead” and, 
12 hours after dismounting the 
Queen’s Guard at Buckingham 
Palace, the Grenadiers 
deployed for the first time on 
the streets of Northern Ire- 
land. 

Over the next 25 years the 
Grenadiers were to serve 15 
tours there. As well as the first, 
the book concentrates on that 
of 1974, when the shooting 
was at its height in Londonder- 
ry, and on South Armagh, 
1993-94. 

A special tribute is paid to 

Port Said. But what were the 
Guards doing with airborne 
forces? 

“After the war, to help 
recruiting in 6 Airborne Divi- 
sion, each of its nine parachute 
banalions was affiliated to 
infantry groups,” Lindsay says. 
“The 1st Battalion of The 

Leaving the Service? 
Have you thought about becoming 

a full-time fire fighter? 
Send for the information pack that could help you gain 

entrance to this rewarding and exciting career. 
Each pack contains: 

Entry criteria 
* Interview preparation 

Sample interview questions 
plus * A complete list of addresses & telephone 

numbers for all fire brigades in the UK. 

Send a cheque for f4.95 (inc p&p) payable to: Weston 
Publishing, PO Box 41 1, Cheltenham GL50 ZZE. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 
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and soccer thugs. Bloomsbury, 
hardback, f14.99. 

Army Wives by Catherine Jones. 
Novel, sub-titled “A Force to be 
Reckoned With”, about life on the 
patch - by a former Army wife who 
was herself dismissed from the 
Armv when she became oreanant. 

The Duke of Edlnburgh talks to soldi dth. 1st Battalion at Bessbrook, Northern Irdand, In 1994. Prince Phlllp, 
who 1s Colonel of the regiment, Iauncbd th. new hlstory of the Grenadler Guards at a party In London last month 
Capt Robert Nairac, who, on 
his fourth tour, was murdered 
by the IRA when acting as a 
liaison officer with HQ 3 
Infantry Brigade. He was 
posthumously awarded the 
George Cross. 

Of the 11 tours in Germany 
the last, in 1986-19.91, provid- 
ed the biggest challenges. The 
1st Battalion was the first to 
receive Warrior; then came the 
Gulf War, in which Grenadier 
companies served on detach- 

ment to other units. There was 
an operational tour in North- 
ern Ireland, battlegroup train- 
ing in Canada, and, finally, the 
sudden collapse of commu- 
nism and its consequences for 
the British Army. 

Public duties and ceremoni- 
als with which the Guards are 
traditionally linked are given 
appropriate coverage, laced 
with humour. 

In common with the rest of 
the Army the Grenadiers have 

seen great changes over the 
past 50 years, The 2nd Battal- 
ion has now joined the 3rd by 
being placed in “suspended 
animation”, its Colours cur- 
rently carried by the indepen- 
dent Nijmegen Company, 
named after the Grenadiers’ 
capture of the bridge there in 
September, 1944. 

This book is a fine tribute to 
the regiment’s dutiful service 
and proud achievements over 
the past half-cenrury. - BJ 

fascinated by cavalry horses 
during the Boer and First World 
Wars. Antique Collectors’ Club, 
Woodbridge, Suffolk; large-format 
hardback fZ5. 

Phoenix by Simon Weston and 
Patrick Hill. Popular Falklandsvet- Pedal for your Life by Christo- 
eran and newspaperman team up pher Poiiway. Not just the story of 
to produce a thriller set in the the 70-year-old author’s ride 
unoleasant world of neo-Nazis between the Baltic and the Black , 

Sea; also a pilgrimage down 
memory lane, with recollections of 
his experiences as a wartime 
escape expert. Lutterworth. hard- 
back, f17.50. 

From Trlumph to Disaster by 
Kenneth Macksey. The fatal flaws 
of German generalship, from 
Moltke to Guderian. Greenhill. 
hardback, f18.99. 

Die Hardl by Philip Hayihomth- 
waite. Dramatic actions from the 

I 

Piatkus Books, hardback fi6.99, 
paperback f5.99. 

Lucy Kemp-Welch 1869-1958: 
The Spirit of the Horse by Laura 

To the Last Cartridge by Robert The Last Days of Hitler by Anton 
Barr Smith. Glory, honour and Joachimsthaler, translated by 
impossible odds from the Siege of Helmut Bogler. ‘The legends, the 
Constantinople to the Falklands evidence, the truth” says the subti- 
War, as told by a retired US Army tle. Arms & Armour, hardback, 
colonel. Robinson Publishing, f25. 
paperback, f7.99. 

Untold Story by David Anthony 
To Be a Soldler by Richard Hughes. Retired major’s memo- 
OConnor. Warts-and-all recruiting ries, 1921-50. Minerva Books, 
guide written with MOD blessing paperback, f7.99. 
and based partly on interviews 
with anonymous officers and Pierre Laland: Special Agent by 
NCOs. Airlife Publishing, paper- Guido Zembsch-Schreve. Autobi- 
back, f11.95. ographyof an SOE agent whosur- 

vived the Gestapo. Buchenwaid. 
Samurai Warfare by Dr Stephen Camp Dora and Ravensbruck. 
Turnbull. Many illustrations com- Pen &Sword, hardback, f18.95. 
plement an expelt‘s text. Arms & 

For Fuhrer and Fatherland by Armour, hardback, fi8.99. 
Roderick de Normann. True story 

Napoleon and hls Marshals by A of a mass breatout planned by 
G Macdonell. Paperback reissue Germans in a Devizes POW camp. 

The Fab Four 
and not too 
many bugles 
I Living Tradltion 
3and and Bugles of the Light 
Iivision. Conductor: Capt R 
)wen Bandleader CD 
3NA5123. cassette END 65123, 
:I2 and f7.60. 

FOR those not too keen on 
mgles, don’t be put off this 
,ne. 

They are used very sparing- 
y> in almost fugitive fashion, 
,nly in Paul Neville’s Silver 
Bugles, McElligot’s Sir rohn 
Woore, Auld Lang Syne and 
Last Post, and the Light Divi- 
;ion Marches. 

Otherwise the programme 

Regiment, at normal pace and 
without bugles. 

Cy Payne is well known as 
band arranger, and he was 
commissioned to arrange Let’s 
Face the Music and Dance for 
Torvill and Dean’s gold medal 
attempt at the Olympics. Very 
effective on band, as is of 
course Greg Pascuzzi’s Trwm- 
phale, written especially for 
band, and quite a challenging 
work effectively played. 

Lighter music is Jimmy van 
Heusen’s Here’s That Rainy 
Day on saxophone, Artie 
Shaw’s famous Clarinet Con- 
certo skilfully played here by 

Sgt Wolfendale, and Sym- 
phonic Beatles, a collection of 
five of the best arranged in 
quasi “serious” fashion. 

Amazing how well they 
stand up to this treatment. 
This should convince original 
doubters (and who wasn’t?) 
that the Fab Four (well, three 
anyway) were tunesmiths 
after all, and are only now 
beina amreciated by the late- - .. 
middle aged. 

A Gavorkna Fanfare by Jack 
Stamp, a well known band 
composer from America, pro- 
vides a nicely brittle burst of 

IS on band alone, sound for brass 
before probably with one further 

march in Sousa’s The Rifle the greatest contrast imagin- 
able, Drigo’s lavender-and- 
old-lace Serenade beloved oi 
spa ladies’ string quartets. 

All sweemess and nostalgia 
before a most awful version 01 
P G Wodehouse’s wistful love 
song M y  BiU, minen for 
Jerome Kern’s great musical 
Show Here Boat. it receives unaccept- 

able treatment from a mis- 
guided trumpeter, well 
drowned out, not a momenl 
too soon, by the rackety Sabre 
Dance. 

You may even approve 01 
M y  Bill in this pleasant pro- 
gramme. 

0 From Page 37 expedition which took a Services Wortley. Gorgeously-illustrated Napoleonic Wars. Arms & Armour, of 1934 classic in Lost Treasures Sunon Publishing, hardback, Europe ing, hardback, 1944-45. f16.99. Sutton Publish- 

Quarter Ton: Ford and Willys 
Jeep, Austin Champ, Land 
Rover Series 1 by Pat Ware. 
Warehouse Publications, Croy- 
don, hardback, f28.50. 

Volkswagen Beetle: The Rlse 
from the A s h e s  of War by Simon 
Parkinson. Britain’s role in its pro- 
duction development. Veloce Pub- 
lishing. hardback, f14.99. 

War Correspondents: The 
Anglo Zulu War by Prof John 
Laband and ian Knight. Military v 
Media - same story, different war. 
Sunon, hardback, f18.99. 

People’s Century (Volume Two) 
by Godfrey Hodgson. Companion 
to TV series covers nuclear age to 
close of century. BBC Books, 
large-format hardback, f20. 
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team of 92 in relays from Alaska to life stow of a painter who became hardback, f16.99. series. Prion~ W99. f16.99. 

Napoleon: The Final Verdict. 
Genius - or what? A group of 
British and American historians 
provide the evidence; the reader is 
left to decide. Arms & Armour. 
hardback, f20. 

1914-18: The Great War and 
Shaping of the 20th Century by 
Jay Winter and Blaine Baggott. 
Companion volume to major 
BBC2 lV series. BBC Books, 
hardback, f25. 

Bltlng the Bullet: Married to the 
SAS by Jenny Simpson. 
Woman’s-eye view of a secret 
world. HarperCollins, hardback, 
f15.99. 

Marching to the Sound of Gun- 
fire by Patrick Delaforce. Memo- 
ries of the banle for north-west 

. . .  
I 
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COMPETITION 651 

I AREYOU? I 
These pictures are from 
our Frank Fmch cartoon 
archiws. Find ten differ- 
ences in detail and YOU 
could be E50 richer or win 
a new book. Clrcle the 
differences picture, cut III out the the bottom whole 

nanel. add vour name and 

else m your envelope. 
More than one enuy can 
be copies submitted cannot hut be accepted. photo- 

The drawn first will correct be the enmes winners. 

No correspondence of any 
kmd can be entered into. 

The names of the 
winner of the E50 first 
prize and two runners-up 
(awarded hook prizes) will 
be announced in the 
February 3 issue. 

iddress ani send to 
HOAY 651. Soldm. 
Ordnance Road, Aldershot 

Do nnr inrlnde anmhing 
Gull 2DU by January 10. 

srsonal Loan Interest Cove, uding Payn 

I l R V U l  

Competition No 648 (Oct 28 issue): First correct entry 
drawn was from Sgt King, MT Troop. 1Bn REME, Split, 
BFPO 544, who wins €50. Book prizes go to Miss Claire 
Edmonson-Jones, of Guildford, and Mr L R Newport. of 
Oxford. whose entries were drawn second and third. 

The official magazine of the British Army 
UK OVERSEAS 

One year E23.00 
Two years L40.00 

, , 

0 
0 

One year L32.20 
Two years L60.00 

0 
0 

Send your chequePO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to: 
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants G u l l  2DU 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: i : 

POSTCODE: TEL 
'LEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS) 9/12 
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COMPETITION 651 

I AREYOU? I 
These pictures are from 
our Frank Fmch cartoon 
archiws. Find ten differ- 
ences in detail and YOU 
could be E50 richer or win 
a new book. Clrcle the 
differences picture, cut III out the the bottom whole 

nanel. add vour name and 

else m your envelope. 
More than one enuy can 
be copies submitted cannot hut be accepted. photo- 

The drawn first will correct be the enmes winners. 

No correspondence of any 
kmd can be entered into. 

The names of the 
winner of the E50 first 
prize and two runners-up 
(awarded hook prizes) will 
be announced in the 
February 3 issue. 
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5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COUl 
BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 OOE 

Td: ,Notln,OllS 927P1169 

4 personal handcut tailoring Mltvioe for Officers and Senioi 
Ncos. 

411 uniforms, Mess Dress, suit and blazer reqvirements are 
made to measure and fmed by our craftsmen. 

M y  regimentally approved materials are used and all WMk is 
tamed out on our own premises. 

Afuil ranga of onnplementaty amfmorw is offeted. 
Discount is given OR all bulk Mders 

Intecest free ndt. 
Contact your personal &fy W r :  - Td: (Wl) 2821058 

U K - T . V F U : ~ I ~ ~ ~ O O I  
*w=& 

3c W d k l d  amlL8ae.Uede IS1 3HA 0 

The finest quality 

i. 
NlMedalService 

i. 
Our representatives are 
m regular attendance 

at most units and 
will call on request 

.E 
Call the specialist 
Military tailor on 

Germany, 0171 526 1340 
Amphone, 05751 15oB7 
UK, +44(0)1132826102 

UNIFbRMAL' 
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EMBROIDERED 

PRINTED 

SWEATERS SWFATSHIRTS 
POLO SHIKIS BADGE5 

TEESHIRIS SWEATSHIRPi 
BAUGES COFFEEMUGS 
ANU LOTS MORE! 

A I L  FROM ONE SUPPLIER 

GOLD WIRE BADGE COMP, DRAB 
NAME TAPES 

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES) 
ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED 

S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST. 
Lancashire Embroidery (L 

Insignia Lld., 
Knowsley Industrial Park North, 

Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA. 
Phone: 0151-546 516112 

MEDAL SERVICE 
F. sue an0 m n alLre meda.s 
s,ppl eo an0 moJnled lor #ear 
of  oispay Seno tor fJh ihsl 01 
m,n aLre medals emblems 

clasps elc 
25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill 
Bromsgrow, Worcs 061 010 
Telephone (01527) 835375 

Access Vcsa N R C O ~ ~  

FWMED WLD WlRE BAWS f11.00 6 x 6  
WHITE COTTON GLOVES f3.50 

FAIRBAIRN-SWES COMMANDO K N W  
(Bladd €21.50 

BLACKBERm €7.00 
EGGMENTAL ms &BOWS ~ 8 . 3 0  

apd Polyester 

TllE S WHITE LFATHER W\UNrl€TS €19.00 
OM-OFF,. A SPECIALITY 
I 1  Oalehoad Olive. Shar. 
Oldham. h n c r  OL2 8TJ. 

FaWTeleohone 01706 846648 ", 

F V l S T f l  
&A PORT! Bickerton Jewellery 

are awaiting your call for details on thei 

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES 
far information andpnce hsls write, phone or fa? 1, 

' J.M.BICKERTON 
0121 SS1 7366 23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 611 

For beautifullvmade brooches in 9ct aold 

Please mention 
SOLDIER when 

replying to 

LOST MEDALS 
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE& MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRTEUR ~ i i u ~ z r u x  QUUIAUON 

RAYMOND D HOLDICH 
Trrelgar square CUlleetOrS centre 

1 Whilcomb Street 
London WCZH 7HA 

Fax: 0171-930 

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS 

LADIES & 
MESS DRESS 
SPECIALISTS 

INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT. 
All Accessories 

Supplied. 
For All Your Uniform. 

Suit 8 Blazer 
Requirements 

Contact. 
284-294 Ley St 

llford Essex. IG1 4BS 
UK 0181 478 2780 d 

L 
PHOENIX WORLD 
A full range of pewter and "cold 
cast bronze'' figurines, car grill 
badges and tankards to suit your 
needs. 
COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED. 

Military Accounfing Systems 
??infers 10 HMForces 

Catalogue and Price List 
free on request 

MemoFile Mililay Systems 
CHLIRCH HOUSE 
CHURCH STREET 
LONDON E I S  3JA 

Send crossed Cheque P 0 with order or S A E 
lo i  Brochure 
PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS 
437 Valley Dnve Gravesend Ken1 DA125UE 
Tel Graveseodi01474) 36551 1 
Fax 1014741537166 

Telephone: 0181-534 3851 
Fax: 0181-555 7567 Cold cas1 bronze 

GERMANY 05252 4631 v I1 I Rf=CIMENTAL WATCHES I 
5 BADGEZREST IN FULL COLOUR 

IN THIS DESIGN AND MANY OTHERS 

(UK & BFPO addresses) 
€32.50 post free 

NesQt, P o d u c t s  

FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 

Regimental Badges. Crests and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 
Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 
Tankard House 25 Leadmill Road. Sheffield S I  31A 
le1 01142725676&01142754188 Fax 01142 

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN 
* T-SHIRTS 
* SWEATSHIRTS 
* POLOSHIRTS 
* RUGBY SHIRTS 4 -% /! 

* SWEATERS * CAPSB 
* DRILL TOPS s! 

For FREE colour brochure fromt 
the U.Ks leading supplier to 
H.M. Forces contact: li 

I P 6 BOX20 
\ EVESHAM WORCS WRli  4YY 

I Y PRI enquiries welcomed ". 
Tel:'01386 443852 

MBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES 
Ius PRINTFn T-SHIRTS & CWFATCUIDTC A I.K. MAD'E OLIVE 

IUNDREDS OF 
MBROIDERED 

iREEN T-SHIRTS 

MAILABLE, 
!EDIT TERMS AVAILABLE 

UN IF 0 R M S 
MADr TO MEh6URI; 

Mess Dress P 0.A 
OBcsrs NO. 2 Dress WSS.00 
OR6 N0.1 Dress E295.00 
Omcers N0.1 Dress C325 00 
s B. B13Zc.r t1w w 
D.B. Blazer c175w 
Dinner Suit TNYOOl U 2 0  W 
0,nner SUlI woo1 uw w 
Clvllian s"Itsll0m C18S w 

I,I",II..I"..I(.YIT *__*.3e  
4aHr or 2 Week Mate UP 

Miclnnel Jay l ' a i l o r i n ~  
5 TOM0 BUSINESS PARK 

STOWMi'RKET, SUFFOLK I P I a I A Y  
TEL 01379783738 FAX 01379 783838 

~~ 

DGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qly. 25 
ENAMELLED. min. 100 

BLAZER BADGES . min. 5 
TIES - Woven . min. 50 

Printed . min. 36 
Also . BASEBALL CAPS - min. 

45 

L" " , ,&  , l , " l l L  "I  , m . n  ( " 8  L","", " # " L , , " l  

v@!sbn J to Kilcreggan Dunbartonshire G84 OJN 

TEL: 0143684 258112716; FAX: 0143684 2854 I 
44 



EMBROIDERED 

PRINTED 

SWEATERS SWFATSHIRTS 
POLO SHIKIS BADGE5 

TEESHIRIS SWEATSHIRPi 
BAUGES COFFEEMUGS 
ANU LOTS MORE! 

A I L  FROM ONE SUPPLIER 

GOLD WIRE BADGE COMP, DRAB 
NAME TAPES 

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES) 
ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED 

S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST. 
Lancashire Embroidery (L 

Insignia Lld., 
Knowsley Industrial Park North, 

Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA. 
Phone: 0151-546 516112 

MEDAL SERVICE 
F. sue an0 m n alLre meda.s 
s,ppl eo an0 moJnled lor #ear 
of  oispay Seno tor fJh ihsl 01 
m,n aLre medals emblems 

clasps elc 
25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill 
Bromsgrow, Worcs 061 010 
Telephone (01527) 835375 

Access Vcsa N R C O ~ ~  

FWMED WLD WlRE BAWS f11.00 6 x 6  
WHITE COTTON GLOVES f3.50 

FAIRBAIRN-SWES COMMANDO K N W  
(Bladd €21.50 

BLACKBERm €7.00 
EGGMENTAL ms &BOWS ~ 8 . 3 0  

apd Polyester 

TllE S WHITE LFATHER W\UNrl€TS €19.00 
OM-OFF,. A SPECIALITY 
I 1  Oalehoad Olive. Shar. 
Oldham. h n c r  OL2 8TJ. 

FaWTeleohone 01706 846648 ", 

F V l S T f l  
&A PORT! Bickerton Jewellery 

are awaiting your call for details on thei 

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES 
far information andpnce hsls write, phone or fa? 1, 

' J.M.BICKERTON 
0121 SS1 7366 23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 611 

For beautifullvmade brooches in 9ct aold 

Please mention 
SOLDIER when 

replying to 

LOST MEDALS 
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE& MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRTEUR ~ i i u ~ z r u x  QUUIAUON 

RAYMOND D HOLDICH 
Trrelgar square CUlleetOrS centre 

1 Whilcomb Street 
London WCZH 7HA 

Fax: 0171-930 

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS 

LADIES & 
MESS DRESS 
SPECIALISTS 

INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT. 
All Accessories 

Supplied. 
For All Your Uniform. 

Suit 8 Blazer 
Requirements 

Contact. 
284-294 Ley St 

llford Essex. IG1 4BS 
UK 0181 478 2780 d 

L 
PHOENIX WORLD 
A full range of pewter and "cold 
cast bronze'' figurines, car grill 
badges and tankards to suit your 
needs. 
COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED. 

Military Accounfing Systems 
??infers 10 HMForces 

Catalogue and Price List 
free on request 

MemoFile Mililay Systems 
CHLIRCH HOUSE 
CHURCH STREET 
LONDON E I S  3JA 

Send crossed Cheque P 0 with order or S A E 
lo i  Brochure 
PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS 
437 Valley Dnve Gravesend Ken1 DA125UE 
Tel Graveseodi01474) 36551 1 
Fax 1014741537166 

Telephone: 0181-534 3851 
Fax: 0181-555 7567 Cold cas1 bronze 

GERMANY 05252 4631 v I1 I Rf=CIMENTAL WATCHES I 
5 BADGEZREST IN FULL COLOUR 

IN THIS DESIGN AND MANY OTHERS 

(UK & BFPO addresses) 
€32.50 post free 

NesQt, P o d u c t s  

FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 

Regimental Badges. Crests and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 
Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 
Tankard House 25 Leadmill Road. Sheffield S I  31A 
le1 01142725676&01142754188 Fax 01142 

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN 
* T-SHIRTS 
* SWEATSHIRTS 
* POLOSHIRTS 
* RUGBY SHIRTS 4 -% /! 

* SWEATERS * CAPSB 
* DRILL TOPS s! 

For FREE colour brochure fromt 
the U.Ks leading supplier to 
H.M. Forces contact: li 

I P 6 BOX20 
\ EVESHAM WORCS WRli  4YY 

I Y PRI enquiries welcomed ". 
Tel:'01386 443852 

MBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES 
Ius PRINTFn T-SHIRTS & CWFATCUIDTC A I.K. MAD'E OLIVE 

IUNDREDS OF 
MBROIDERED 

iREEN T-SHIRTS 

MAILABLE, 
!EDIT TERMS AVAILABLE 

UN IF 0 R M S 
MADr TO MEh6URI; 

Mess Dress P 0.A 
OBcsrs NO. 2 Dress WSS.00 
OR6 N0.1 Dress E295.00 
Omcers N0.1 Dress C325 00 
s B. B13Zc.r t1w w 
D.B. Blazer c175w 
Dinner Suit TNYOOl U 2 0  W 
0,nner SUlI woo1 uw w 
Clvllian s"Itsll0m C18S w 

I,I",II..I"..I(.YIT *__*.3e  
4aHr or 2 Week Mate UP 

Miclnnel Jay l ' a i l o r i n ~  
5 TOM0 BUSINESS PARK 

STOWMi'RKET, SUFFOLK I P I a I A Y  
TEL 01379783738 FAX 01379 783838 

~~ 

DGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qly. 25 
ENAMELLED. min. 100 

BLAZER BADGES . min. 5 
TIES - Woven . min. 50 

Printed . min. 36 
Also . BASEBALL CAPS - min. 

45 

L" " , ,&  , l , " l l L  "I  , m . n  ( " 8  L","", " # " L , , " l  

v@!sbn J to Kilcreggan Dunbartonshire G84 OJN 

TEL: 0143684 258112716; FAX: 0143684 2854 I 
44 



I I %ucanbeb&?erpreparedandequippedwithSASS 1 
I UNIQUE military clothing and equipment. I Tax Free Sales I. 

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND 
THE BEST AND KNOW 
THE DIFFERENCE. 
For ywr FREE 
36 page colour catalogue 
write or telephone 

AgMuLsEmRca 
a. eeorgds works, st. GeOrge'S 
Quay, Lancaster, 
Lancashire LA1 5oJ 
Telephone (01524) €4204 

I * Immediate delivery on most models . 
,* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance? 
* * Part exchange +# Continental deliv 
W 323 from €9,149 * 626 from €9,9 

MX5 from €1 0,099 
u(cuIsNED(poRTAcENTHxI 

Bw AND BENELUX 

P W L  A m  
7020 Mons, Belgium 

Tel: [65] 728836 Fax: [65] 724467 
Serving the Services since 1968 

Eth Spanners Descending 
by JoeRoberta 

CB iars 
Entertaimnenf 
FunctionBa€ldS, 
MacokKaraake 

C~,,Cabaret 
Danoeshows 
Forallrpnlrs, 

sgt/offi&MeSs 
Wedding k private funai6m 
Tel: 0181-789 7227/6645 
Fax: 0181-785 3533 

Connextiona The Name 
YouG?n?)ustl ,' 

"'I pfease forward details on: 
3230 6 2 6 0  MX30 M X 5 0  MX60 Xedos@ 
Other makes 0 LHD/RHD 
Name ............................................ Rank ................... 
Address .................................................................... 

.......................................... 
Advanced Car EkmrpS 
I 

............................................................................... I M: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 
0823. Fu: 0181-534 0033 (1- m 

TC 10.3opIaaRcnd.g.). 
................................ Tal No.. .................................... 

4 

F""""""' I - 
LUCnON OF MUITARIA 
Saturday, Jpnusiry zs 

PEUQEOtMAlNDUILER. ' 

BRWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL 

er. Fcm3s discounts on full Peugeot I 

bp Finance at wmpetitive rates 
e A convenient and generous trade-in ' . ' 

Range' 

fadlii 

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST 
THEN COME TO THE BEST 

BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1 
EXPORT DEALER 

~ ~ l y c l r ~ G I s # o 1 o 1 9 4 , k r m ~ a n y o o u 1 ~ ~ o r o r m L  
to: R¶n@m W, RsRpers Grage, FREEFQST, Dunlnpton, SaWmy, 
wuts sP48BR. Ewmd (hortunpmquired). 

PCST THIS COLIFON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATKN PACK 

NAMEANDRANK ................... " .................................................................. 

........................................................... TEL ..... :_._.......... ............................... 

................................. 

............................ 

UNIT..: ........................................ DEL. REQ BY ........................................... 

.................................................................................. 

* 
CaMaAndmv Thrush 

01227 454040 
VOLVO 
VW AUOl 

BMW 

M m E l l ( W 1 w  ........................................ I 

hmfus.3 ........................................................................................................ 
W I T  .. ..................... M L  REQ BY: .................................... 
I*IIwaIalwdin ............................................................................................ 
PIrt .xshnp. .................................................................................... 
canbyolm ................................................................................................ 

.......................................... 



I I %ucanbeb&?erpreparedandequippedwithSASS 1 
I UNIQUE military clothing and equipment. I Tax Free Sales I. 

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND 
THE BEST AND KNOW 
THE DIFFERENCE. 
For ywr FREE 
36 page colour catalogue 
write or telephone 

AgMuLsEmRca 
a. eeorgds works, st. GeOrge'S 
Quay, Lancaster, 
Lancashire LA1 5oJ 
Telephone (01524) €4204 

I * Immediate delivery on most models . 
,* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance? 
* * Part exchange +# Continental deliv 
W 323 from €9,149 * 626 from €9,9 

MX5 from €1 0,099 
u(cuIsNED(poRTAcENTHxI 

Bw AND BENELUX 

P W L  A m  
7020 Mons, Belgium 

Tel: [65] 728836 Fax: [65] 724467 
Serving the Services since 1968 

Eth Spanners Descending 
by JoeRoberta 

CB iars 
Entertaimnenf 
FunctionBa€ldS, 
MacokKaraake 

C~,,Cabaret 
Danoeshows 
Forallrpnlrs, 

sgt/offi&MeSs 
Wedding k private funai6m 
Tel: 0181-789 7227/6645 
Fax: 0181-785 3533 

Connextiona The Name 
YouG?n?)ustl ,' 

"'I pfease forward details on: 
3230 6 2 6 0  MX30 M X 5 0  MX60 Xedos@ 
Other makes 0 LHD/RHD 
Name ............................................ Rank ................... 
Address .................................................................... 

.......................................... 
Advanced Car EkmrpS 
I 

............................................................................... I M: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 
0823. Fu: 0181-534 0033 (1- m 

TC 10.3opIaaRcnd.g.). 
................................ Tal No.. .................................... 

4 

F""""""' I - 
LUCnON OF MUITARIA 
Saturday, Jpnusiry zs 

PEUQEOtMAlNDUILER. ' 

BRWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL 

er. Fcm3s discounts on full Peugeot I 

bp Finance at wmpetitive rates 
e A convenient and generous trade-in ' . ' 

Range' 

fadlii 

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST 
THEN COME TO THE BEST 

BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1 
EXPORT DEALER 

~ ~ l y c l r ~ G I s # o 1 o 1 9 4 , k r m ~ a n y o o u 1 ~ ~ o r o r m L  
to: R¶n@m W, RsRpers Grage, FREEFQST, Dunlnpton, SaWmy, 
wuts sP48BR. Ewmd (hortunpmquired). 

PCST THIS COLIFON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATKN PACK 

NAMEANDRANK ................... " .................................................................. 

........................................................... TEL ..... :_._.......... ............................... 

................................. 

............................ 

UNIT..: ........................................ DEL. REQ BY ........................................... 

.................................................................................. 

* 
CaMaAndmv Thrush 

01227 454040 
VOLVO 
VW AUOl 

BMW 

M m E l l ( W 1 w  ........................................ I 

hmfus.3 ........................................................................................................ 
W I T  .. ..................... M L  REQ BY: .................................... 
I*IIwaIalwdin ............................................................................................ 
PIrt .xshnp. .................................................................................... 
canbyolm ................................................................................................ 

.......................................... 



ALL R U G B Y m S  POWERLIFTING FO 

Mi \RMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULl 
m aLc p % ~  in the w i o d  helped the British tesm to esabiished sport in M, 
charn8dondrips. Thne, he second place behind South buttheArmytskcsituerio&. 
bro&threemoxerecordson Africa. Ifithadn'tbeen for all the htfp 
his way to becoming a +le Amemberofthegymnasium the Army hss given me, I 
Britishchampion. staff at 14 Regiment RA, wddn ' tbn ra f f adsd to&to  

Grey wan irmaedhaly asked LsrLhill, he is looking for spon- S o d  Af&a,- he &. 
to repesent GMf Britain at sorship so he can compete in ~ A r r n y ~ p o w ~ t t c r y  
the world championships in the Eumpan championships pddmuchobtsefundisgI 

needed and my own unit hss the 56kg wegory, whm he inAusrrianutApril. 
sfllek individd gold and "Powerlifting is not a well- been--. . *  

e tak ing  up the sport. 
$he 28-year-old physical 

tcauuag r n t ~ ~ ~ m r  broke three 
Bnrlairh eecotds duriag his pow- 
ed&w debut and WBO invited 

Late, late 
@natty CMhW WO2 JR philll 

LMlckn: Mal SI Russelt 
pm C q  RMP; Lt Col N lets Essex 

off hook 
A m r y 1 , E . U l  

DlfsplTE strong WinQ, the 

cnwd at the Aldershot MB- 
trij, Stndium to an d- 
i.s match tmplich the cmmy 
dde levelled in injury time 
ibsn the penalty spot, rriog - w. 

The Army broke the dt.B 
lock on 70 minutes when Cpl 
AI@ AEod wide on the kft, 
lee& a mberb +-foot dria 
which found the far corner of 
mt nef. 
But the visitors q w k d  

$om the penalty spot in injury 
tkm d e n  IS&$ Paul Fsgin, 
whe had bnd a good gamc in 
defence, was adjudged m have 
W t  down M Essex attack- 
a bending for goal. 

A r W 3 , W l l M i n l  

* a n d % = t +  

The Amy opened their 
sournwest counties champi- 
oamhip oampaign with a con- 
viocing 3-1 home arin against 
W*hire at AldmhO€. 

lvwJrdQMBIDuncan 
Russell introduced Pte simon 
Bhd (C*) into the back 
fau! and Sgt Tash watisms 

the absent WO2 Al.n 
midfield. 

0~.17minuteawiunhelurm- 
meredrhe~home~fuUy 
30 ynrda, nnd on the lulfX~onr 
SigJoe Collins squared the bail 
for Cpl LerInnes m IICOIF. 

Army goalkeepa Cpl Inn 
Wtt brought off a bliding 
rpae early in the secsd W, 
.adwith 151hum- 
du Servicemen went three up 
when Innes and Mhud la in 
slannon for his firs! raior 
& ofthe season. 

Cbmee. scored a late QXIM)- 

Won goal for Wiltshirr. 

1 

, '  

I HAMLETS 1 
Signals bowl APTC aver 

in the &er, the APTC w i I y  
beat RLC B 19-0. R Sigaals 
beat APTC 147  in the W. 

RAP Lwham won the 
V o w  Thomycroft shidd, 
pipping RLC A 7-5 in tbe &al. 

Thestandurdofplnyinthe 
vosper Thornycrofr c u p  semi- 
finals was ru@ytens at itsbrst. 
REM, led b3 WO1 stew 
Powlie, beat the lnfsntrJr 12-5, 
whik the Rr@ Marines eves 
cametheRLc21-0. 

In the 6nel the oniy two 
unbeaten teams in the compe- 
tition played some tremendous 

THERoyal Sign& won one of Service teams andwas run ona 
three trophies at the inaugural pool basis, wirh teams quw- 
Inta-Corps ten-a-side rueby ing for the %per T h m y m f t  
crnn~tition, haated by the Cup or Shield competitions or 
Hampshin natioapl league dub the Bowl tournament 
Hamt, w&-s laa Ndl. In one-sided bowl semi- 

OrganisedbytheAGC,the finals, the signallers over- 
imitation event attracted 18 whelmed AGC A 22-0, while 

utLivniruL 
CKPOOL HOT I CARS, FURNITURE. HOLIDAVS. 

.EAR EXISTINP UP To DATE LOANS, 

?hvayn . rrms*terrd. R i q  for 
mformrmonmmchurr. Teyfu: 01380 
828382. _* 

ofticer Will Carlag's leadershtp: 
me navlycBpped sg ~ a r a m  
Archer. R Sigs; the relegatkm to 
me replacements bench of Capl 
Tm Rodber, Qreen Howards: 
and tb Munayfield bame royal 
against championshp hqms 
Scomnd, skippered by Capt Rob 
Wainwnght stmng stuff. of me  led RAMC. . 
ernoth and disdpuned aggres- 
sion - thkm is he &#and team 
you never knew. - RT 

W Y .  
The tviarines sent their try- 

scoring machine into motion 

IF YOU are mnsldenng buying 
only one spolts book lhis Chrisl- 
mes, men R h8s to be Bandof 
Brolhers- eyeerin fhe lffi of ihe 
tiyllpndrugby 1ENun, which was 
shadamd by ouam spons 
WIUW Frank Keathgfu-id photq- 
rapherJon Nioholson. 

From an Army standpoint, it 
carld have been suMitad .Four 

in a hard-fought and fast m e ,  
soundly be- REME by 47 
points to five. 

SSgt "Sledge" McLennsn of 
the RAC was nominated as the 
Player of the Tournament 
award. 
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othmsrmien have been entered 
in the IntehService Alpine 
neql which are being held at 
the lsmc time. 

The association is looking 
forward to wdcoming some of 
the 100 former Army 
Olympians invited to see how 
the younger generation is s h e  
ing UP. 

"The AWSA was set up by 
Moatgmnery to provide a 
bre& from training and opera- 
dons. This reason is sti l l  vulued 
today" said Gen Sir Charles 
Guthrie, Chief of the General 
Staff. 
F@ years ago uoops com- 

peted only in Nordic and 
Alpine events. Now they can 
take part in ski-bike, skeleton, 
bobaleigh, luge, cmta  and 
snanboarding. 

Since the AWSA was 
formed, many soldiers have 
represented Great Britain. 

Robin Dixon, brakeman in 
the -man bobsleigh team 
that won a gold medal in the 
1964 Winter Olympics, was a 
Grrnadier Guardsman. 

Last season 2,000 soldiera 
learned to ski and 300 took 
part in various Army and inter- 
national races. 

"In the Armed Forces, phys- 
ical fimess, determination, 
teamwork, and leadership are 
key factors when on opera- 
tions," said Gen Sir John 
Wilsey, president of the 
AWSA. 

"That is why winter sports 
are enwuraged as part of the 
cycle of uaining; it brings out 
all those qualities." 
50 

,Good cheer on the piste,, 
IF them w81 a &e for the mom ciwnful Dpom 
team, m e w s  * ~ n e n * s  NO* SAW w m  proa 
Whd 

The girls were smiling even after mmpleung a gru- 
ellng 26mile mller-sh. marathon-lenglh training 885- 
sion on me Eelmmr Plain dnver training clrcuil at 
Aldershot 

Their leader, Cap4 Rachel Grimes, tM S/dw that 
me team. drawn from the RLC. RAMC and MRANC. 

M  en^ seven events mii winter, ikluding % 
pregUgious htantry MilHary Patrol Race. 

stands en mute." she said. 

falling plate shooting competition." 

€58.98 (exd. VAT) 

e 

THE fvst admdm-pumpmg and iced wth runnmg water. a g r e e d t o d a s s r f y f o u r a %  
run down an ice-packed bob- Skeleton racera lie on what is, race8 as World Cup 
sl& track can be terrifymg- efTemvely, a refined tin tray - Mpponi~oncourse 
mk but one group of soldius in the case of the Army "my", herself as one of the 
has taken that fvst m W y  one designed by British Aem- skeleton stars. 
step towards poss13le interne- space. Compedtors rllce head- She was accompanied by 
n o d  selection. first with their chins an inm another expenenced skeleton 

I. d 

Army novices tested for the 
bobsleigh squad at Winterburg 

above the ice. racer, cp l  sarah smith FSC, 
whose normal job is driving a Cpl Cec Mason, R Signals, 

in Germany and pied their 
hands at the more esoteric dis- 
ciplines of luge, natural luge 
and skeleton racing on the 
World Cup track at the Austri- 
an resort of Igls. 

Luge competitors lie on their 
bacb  on a toboggan and uavel 
down the track feet first, while 
narural luge racing takes place 
on roads closed to the public 

interrupted her tour of duty in 
Bosnia to encourage those 
taking pan in the skeleton 
triaIs at Igls. 

A year ago the 2O-year-old 
was banned from racing in the 
men's World Cup after she 
beat nine male competitors in 
the first event of the season. 

Now the international body 
which governs the sport has 

100-ton tank pansporter. 
Sgt Kath Yandell kpt 

Britain's hopes alive in the 
world of luge last year, and stin 
has a chance of q u a l i i  for 
the 1998 Wmter Olympics at 
Nagano in Japan. 

Athletes selected for the 
Army team will also take part 
in the Army championships at 
St Moritz in January. 

I * a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ilr ............ 
.................... I ~.."......"...... 



m c i  I - 
join in 

n 
4 

tivai 

tc 
I 

Othmarmb have been entered 
in the IntehService Alpine 
neql which are being held at 
the lsmc time. 
The association is looking 

forward to wdcoming some of 
the 100 former Army 
Olympians invited to see how 
the younger generation is shap- 
ing UP. 
"The AWSA was set up by 

Moatgmnery to provide a 
bre& from training and opera- 
dons. This reason is sti l l  vulued 
today" said Gen Sir Charles 
Guthrie, Chief of the General 
Staff. 
F@ years ago uoops com- 

peted only in Nordic and 
Alpine events. Now they can 
take part in ski-bike, skeleton, 
W e i g h ,  luge, mta and 
snanboarding. 

Since the AWSA was 
formed, many soldiers have 
represented Great Britain. 

Robin Dixon, brakeman in 
the -man bobsleigh team 
that won a gold medal in the 
1964 Winter Olympics, was a 
Grrnadier Guardsman. 

Last season 2,000 soldiera 
learned to ski and 300 took 
part in various Army and inter- 
national races. 

"In the Armed Forces, phys- 
ical fimess, determination, 
teamwork, and leadership are 
key factors when on opera- 
tions," said Gen Sir John 
Wilsey, president of the 
AWSA. 

"That is why winter sports 
are enwuraged as part of the 
cycle of uaining; it brings out 
all those qualities." 
50 

,Good cheer on the piste,, 
IF them w81 a &e for the mom Dpom 
team, m e w s  -8s NO* m w m  proa 
Whd 

The girls were smiling even after mmpleung a gru- 
ellng 26mile mller-sh. marathon-lenglh training 885- 
sion on me Eelmmr Plain dnver training clrcuil at 
Aldershot 

Their leader, Cap4 Rachel Grimes, tM S/dw that 
me team. drawn from the RLC. RAMC and MRANC. 

M  en^ seven events mii winter, ikluding % 
pregUgious htantry MilHary Patrol Race. 

stands en mute." she said. 

falling plate shooting competition." 

€58.98 (exd. VAT) 

e 

THE first admdm-pumpmg and iced wxh runnmg water. a g r e e d t o d a s s r f y f o u r a %  
run down an ice-packed bob- Skeleton racera lie on what is, race8 as World Cup 
sl& track can be terrifymg- efTemvely, a refined tin tray - Mpponisoncourse 
mk but one group of soldius in the case of the Army "my", herself as one of the 
has taken that first m W y  one designed by British Aem- skeleton stars. 
step towards poss3le interne- space. Compedtors rllce head- She was accompanied by 
n o d  selection. first with their chins an inm another expenenced skeleton 

I. d 

Army novices tested for the 
bobsleigh squad at Winterburg 

above the ice. racer, cp l  sarah smith m, 
whose normal job is driving a Cpl Cec Mason, R Signals, 

in Germany and pied their 
hands at the more esoteric dis- 
ciplines of luge, natural luge 
and skeleton racing on the 
World Cup track at the Austri- 
an resort of Igls. 

Luge competitors lie on their 
bacb  on a toboggan and uavel 
down the track feet first, while 
narural luge racing takes place 
on roads closed to the public 

interrupted her tour of duty in 
Bosnia to encourage those 
taking part in the skeleton 
triaIs at Igls. 

A year ago the 2O-year-old 
was banned from racing in the 
men's World Cup after she 
beat nine male competitors in 
the first event of the season. 

Now the international body 
which governs the sport has 

100-ton tank pansporter. 
Sgt Kath Yandell kpt 

Britain's hopes alive in the 
world of luge last year, and stin 
has a chance of q u a l i i  for 
the 1998 Wmter Olympics at 
Nagano in Japan. 

Athletes selected for the 
Army team will also take part 
in the Army championships at 
St Moritz in January. 

I * a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ilr ............ 
.................... I ~.."......"...... 



. .  

” . - : 




