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From 5ooo feet above sea-level, field and 
rnedium guns of the Royal Artillery are 
firing at terrorists in the Malaya jungle 

offireand 18,100yardsrange.the 
medium guns cover something 
like 350 square miles of Malaya. 

Both medium and 25-pounder 
guns are often in cloud or above 
i t - t h e  mediums more often than 
theothers. Themedium w n e r s  
estimate they have rain. mostly 
thin, misty rain, 29 days out of 
31. For Malaya, the climate is 

M u s e  terrorists do not usu- 

The 25-pounders are fired .tion. When the guns were UP, 
every day-normally about 100 it took the Gunners between 
rounds a day but anything up two and three hours to turn one, 
to 600 when things warm up. the trail of which had becn 
These rounds are mostly high- deep1 dug into the mud by cold. 
explosive, but smoke is %ed for ,,oil so that they could take 
.L. ~ .. - .  _ _ _  . 
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s belong to 25 Field 
oyal Artillery, which 
throughout Malaya 
the country with a 

omrvaiion purposes ana some 
airburst is also sent over. Firing 
is mostly done at night, or early 
in the morning. In the day-time 
the troop may receive a call from 
the Royal Air Force asking them 
not to fire, since their hill-top 
overlooks a valley used regu- 
larly by supply aircraft. From 
their eyrie, the Gunners are 
quite used to looking down on 
the airdrop Valettas and the 
helicopters going about their 
supply business. 

Abut three-and-a-half miles. 
away as the crow &S. but t m  
miles as the road winds, are 
medium guns of "C" Tr p of 54 
(Maharajpm) Battery. %ey are 
on another hill-top, 400 feet 
higher and 5200 fcet above sea 
level. This troop has the only 
medium guns in Malaya: three 
of which,were on the hill when 
SOLDIER visited the site. One 
Of them was due to leave and to 
join a fourth elsewhere. 
The medium Gunners call 

UKir hill-top Muddy Hill Camp, 
and muddy it was when they firat 
Went t h e .  It took them pd hour- 
and-a-half to get a gun round 
one corner of the steep and liquid 
track which winds up to the posi- 

aavantage of me 3Wdegrees arc 
of fire their hill-top gives them. 

Now things are better. The 
Gunners procured 150 three-ton- 
ner loads of rubble and have 
paved the gun-position so that 
the trails no longer dig in during 
firing. 

From a garrison engineer they 
obtained a stock of unscrvice- 
able sheets of corrugated iron. 
Then they went into the jungle 
and cut wood. With the two, 
they built a two-storey building. 
The grounddoor was paved 
with empty ammunition boxes. 
The upper floor they made of 
corrugated iron and over part of 
this they fixed boards from pack- 
ingsascs. Window were made of 
serounged plastic and fixed in 
such a way that they would fall 
inward when the guns fired. The 
building was painted to match 
the guns. 

In this unorthodox hcadqur- 
ters. the troop installed its com- 
mand post, signals, troop office 
and stores and the signallers have 
made themselves a bedroom. 

Whik all this was going on. 
the guns were firing nearly every 
day. averaging 400 to 500 rounds 
a week. With their all-round vc 

ally move in the dark, the Gun- 
ners do'most of their firing at 
night, on areas where terrorist 
camps have been located. One 
pointer to the way in which the 
terrorists have been harassed by 
their fire is that they have been 
found to be digging slit-trenches 
in which to spend wet, uncom- 
fortable nights, instead of s l a p  
ing in dry, comfortabk bashas. 

Reports of this kind are en- 
couraging to the Gunners. So 
was a report to the medium 
troop that shells fired at a track 
being uscd by terrorists had 
straddled and b d e d  on the 
track. If they have killed or 
wounded any terrorists, the Gun- 
ners are not likely to hear about 
it, at MY rate for a long time. 
The Both terrorists Captain remove A. W. their Wood- dead. 

ford. in command of the 25- 
pounders, and Lieutenant P. D. 
Williams, the medium-gun com- 
mander, are eager for any news 
of results. Although their Gun- 
ners are pleased to be firing fre- 
quently, and from altitudes 
which are not "in the book," they 
find it unrewarding gunneyr be- 
cause they never see what their 
fire has done. 

radio network unique In Royal 
Artillery practice. 

The task of the Gunners is to 
fire in support of Infantry, and 
deny to the terrorists areas in 
which there are no Infantry. By 
making life in the jungle un- 
healthy, the guns drive the terror- 
ists nearer the villages, where 
they are more accessible to 
ground troops. 
In the middle of the Boh tea 

estate. 4800 feet above sea level, 
are two 25-pounders of " B  
Troop, 35 Battery. They are 
perched on the top of a hill, sur- 
rounded by several hundred 
acres of tea-gardens. Their tents 
are pitched by the tea estate 
buildings and when they want to 
add to their tea ration they just 
help themselves-by the bowl. 

- One adventage of living 

on D tea-plantation is 
that teo never runs short. 

I 
& *L vaBq d )r r*.l.rlrr in M&p's Cmmemp W i g h l o A  &low: A field-gun firm and the shell streaks ovev the tea-gardens rrr & drud 4 wL.eoucLda h b*l .I *e g u m  to the jungle-clod hills where terrorisn hove been reported. 











"Thls is going to 
b e  r a t h e r  .a 
tfcklish operation" 

'AGE 20 

"Now linsn to these pmud 
Tenitorlab as they go 

morehing by." 

I' You needn't have worried abwt mc. Oaris. When a chop's 
been In the Army he h s  how to take care of himself.'.' , , 
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"FLY ANYWHERE" BRIGADE r 

I t  is a special force ready at short notice to go anywhere 
in the world to subdue riots or hunt down terrorists 

chaqlraphs: SOLDIU Camemm Arthur Bludcll 

munand if false allegatim Communist terrorist uniforms spends much of his timz 011 the 
are made at a subssquent in- and bashas arc hidden among the assault c a m e  at Barnard Castle, 
quiry). Muttering, the mob dis- tms. building up his agility and gain- 
persea and the local police take Once a fortnight every man ing self-confidence. 

. . overagain. marches ten miles in two hours. He also learns how to luad 
In a thick wood not far from" then digs himself a foxhole and light vehicles and trailers on an 

Barnard Castle the men of the fires his rifle on the range. Every aircraft, using the fwlage~of  an 
fly-anywhere brigadelearn some three weeks he goes on a three- old RAF Hastings on the Loyals' 

'. thing of the art of jungle fighting. day exercise, sleeping out under barrack square. Occasionally his 
Their instructors are veterans of whatever cover he can find and platoon marches in full kit to a 
the East Yorkshire Regiment generally fending for himself as nearby airfield and embarks in a 
who recently returned from a member of a small detachment. transport plane just to get the 
Malaya. For added realism, the He fires his weapons m m  feel of things. If he is lucky h: 
"enemy" arc dressed in captured than most Infantrymen and may be taken for a short flight. 

' Riot yuoda of the 
, htvn will hcne a 
, noh-hkm (top right) 

and o phornropher to 
I ncord ''insidenn." 
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Ldk TL. b*.b 
I m r n h w h k d  
Uaht nLld.. in OD 
d r U & w i t h h  
~.U d 0. .u~f...- 
WMhL. .  
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L@t l o h t r y  and the soldh 
Lancashire Regimeat have to 
quell similar uprisi i .  

Inswetion in the Army? No, 
it's all part of the trdnhg of the 
new brigade which will loon be 
ready to fly at short not& to any 
part of the world to protect 
Brit irh&~samlprqcrty.  ' 

~ ~ t h e r t o ,  time has often been 
wasted training troops for the 

a., , . . .  ,.. ., kmd of task face when 
. . ,. . .  ... out to szort the civil 

power. Now, for the fvst time, 
they am learning 'their duties in .. .. advance in Britnin and held readv __ ~_ ~ 

to go into action at a few hoGs 
notice. A fight of Royal Air 
Force light aircraft is being ear- Y 
marted to Mlppat them. 

m a K n o f Z I t h I n d c p a d e o t  
Infantry B r w ,  which ha8 been 

ChaKll for this role, are liable 
to be sent to subdue riota or to 
hunt out terrorists in an kind of 
country and climate. A y  must 
be uncommonly fit and attain a 
h i  standard of weapon train- 
ing. Above all, became they may 
often opexatc in s&aU @ea. 
they must be -If-rcliant. 

Training is t h d o r e  tau@ 
and varied, with smphnsis 011 riot 
drill and jungle warfare. 

/I I 

m "riots" in bprrscLs arc U 

Ar*((m d u d  tarrorhh DH. 
d the kat York8 demon- 
. m t e  jum+ fighting i m  o 
d nmr b m r d  Catle. 

near the real thing as possible. A 
platoon of men with blackened 
faces and wearing flowing robes 
play the part of "rsbsls." Yelling 
Slopms. thev bat UD tbc local 


































