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SOLDIER
to soldier

We've scored
a golden goal

IT IS just eight months
since we took the plunge
and re-launched Soldier as a
monthly.

We changed not for
change’s sake but for the
better — to give our readers
greater value with more
pages, more colour, more
variety.

If anyone ever questioned
the wisdom of this move
their doubts will have been
swamped by the success
story that Soldier has
enjoyed since October.

You will have noticed that
advertisers, large and small,
have been placing ever more
confidence in our product —
faith which has been
matched by an unprece-
dented show of spontaneous
support from you, the read-
€rs.

What the advertising
industry calls “unsolicited
testimonials™ have poured
in from people of all age
groups worldwide; from sol-
diers of all ranks as well as
civilians.

PROPHETIC

We have been heartened by
them all, particularly from the
younger age groups, but one
particularly apt example came
from a reader in Lancashire
who, after the first monthly
issue, predicted: “I think you
are on to a winner.”

How prophetic he turned
out to be. Imagine our
delight when, pitted against
some heavyweight rivals,
Soldier won a Gold Award
last month for the best
internal magazine in the
biggest and most prestigious
competition of its kind in
Europe (see Page 12).

We now know how it
would feel if a football team
changed its strip, team for-
mation and style of play . . .
and then, eight months
later, won the cup.

Winning teams usually
have that extra magic ingre-
dient to help them on their
way — loyal and enthusiastic
support. Thanks for yours.



Special report

InjthellineJofkfire

Brunei's British Garrison has
been drawn into an
environmental catastrophe
that has engulfed the
region for several months.
Vast forest fires burning out
of control are filling the
skies with smoke and haze.
The garrison is learning to
cope . . . and fight back

FORGET those tropical dawns beloved
of travel brochure editors. Instead of blue
skies, soldiers waking up in Brunei today
find the sunshine diluted by a pall of
smoke which has reduced visibility to a
few hundred metres. The smell of wood
smoke clings to everything.

The haze has arrived; a blanket of
smoke which is now all that remains of
huge areas of rain forest which once car-
peted the whole of neighbouring Borneo.
The EI Nino effect has brought drought to
the region, allowing the fires to burn out
of control.

But the British Garrison in Brunei is
fighting back. It has mounted a major
operation — codenamed Op Companion —
to provide military assistance to the civil
authorities, tackling forest fires burning
within Brunei itself.

ANCIENT FOREST

Although the Brunei blazes are not on
the same scale as those in neighbouring
East Kalimantan, they are nevertheless
destroying 6,000-year-old primary forest
and adding to the haze smothering
Borneo and other parts of South East
Asia.

Since 1962, the start of the Malayan
Emergency, there has been a British pres-
ence in Brunei, the small sultanate on the
west coast of Borneo, sandwiched be-
tween the East Malaysian states of Sabah
and Sarawak to the north and south, and
the Indonesian state of East Kalimantan
to the east.

At present the British garrison com-
prises almost 2,000 personnel in the form
of a small HQ and support element,
including 7 Flight, Army Air Corps, the
2nd Battalion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles
(the resident battalion), and the Training
Team Brunei, the jungle warfare school.

Army personnel have been working

Yy

EXPERT advice was given to Brunei
Garrison by a two-man team from
Keogh Barracks near Aldershot.

Maj Martin Bricknell, a doctor, and
environmental health technician Sgt

Sean Lundy from the Environmental
Monitoring Team, flew to South East
Asia to assess the situation. Their
recommendations formed the basis
of the garrison’s haze plan.

closely with the Brunei Fire Services since
the beginning of April, providing three
2,500-gallon inflatable water tanks to
counter the dry conditions brought on by
lack of rain.

The water table has dropped, allowing
the peat soil, in places ten metres deep, to

Perilous work: Sgt Tilbikram Limbu and Rfn Jiwanath Magar of 2 RGR h

dry out and catch fire. It can smoulder for
days or weeks before erupting like a mini-
volcano as gases deep underground
ignite. Only heavy rains can extinguish
the flames. With the local fire services
hard-pressed to keep on top of the situa-
tion, 2 RGR is able to provide valuable
assistance.

The Gurkhas work in teams of 15 to 25
men, clearing routes through the forest
and rolling out huge lengths of hose to the
fire fronts. It is back-breaking work in dif-
ficult conditions. Shifts can be as long as
16 hours and the men work late into the
night.

High tropical temperatures are made
worse by the heat and smoke of burning
peat, which forces the troops to wear
masks. Maj David Wombell, OC B
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ose down smouldering undergrowth in the forests of Brunei

La«_:,emies, such as the medical centre, with

Haze brings its hazards

FAMILIES of the British Garrison in Brunei
have learned to live with the haze. They
know that a change in the direction of the
wind can bring with it a choking blanket of
smoke, wiping out a clear blue sky and
cloaking the entire area for days at a time.

The hazard is quantifiable. Brunei Shell
Petroleum plays an important role in keep-
ing tabs on the situation by measuring par-
ticulate matter from noxious gases in the
air. On the pollution standard index (PSI),
levels of nought to 100 are considered
acceptable, 100 to 200 unhealthy and 200-
plus hazardous.

For several months now daily readings
around the garrison have averaged more
than 200, climbing at the worst times to
more than 500.

The effects on the garrison have been
far-reaching. School hours have slipped,
all sports for children have stopped, and
the youngsters have to remain in their air-
conditioned classrooms during breaks.

Immediate physical steps were taken to
improve the situation. Air purifiers were
bought for all married quarters and exist-
ing air conditioners up-graded with finer
filters. Face masks were issued for those
working outside. A haze monitoring cell
was established to liaise with concerned

all information being passed on to garri-
son personnel.

Mrs Melissa Carter, chairwoman of the
Wives’ Club, said: “It’s pretty depressing
and it is difficult to describe. The best i can
think of is that it's like a fog on the moors in
winter, but with heat and humidity.

“Add to that the sensation of waking in
the night with the smell of bonfire smoke
in the bedroom and that’s about it. Trying
to explain to active toddlers that they can’t
play outside in these conditions is difficult
and the biggest worry is for their health.”

CHEST INFECTIONS

Mrs Letisea Rai added: “There seems to
be an increase in the number of people,
particularly children, with coughs, colds
and chest infections. The extra air condi-
tioning units and air purifiers will help.”

Voluntary repatriation is another impor-
tant option open to families who may opt
to return to the United Kingdom or, in the
case of Gurkha families, to Nepal.

Mrs Carter said: “Some are taking this
option, but many wives don’t want to leave
their husbands here.”

For those who choose to remain or must
stay, decompression “breather breaks” of
two weeks away from Brunei are another
option.

Company, 2 RGR, whose
men were the first to deploy,
said: “The fire-fighting is dan-
gerous. Not only is there the
danger of burnt or burning
trees coming down without
warning, but  scorpions,
snakes and other insects and
animals are keen to catch a lift
away from the fire on anything
that moves, and that includes

“Follow the ‘Smog Conference’
signs . .. if you can see them sir.”

soldiers.”

Rfn Anup Pradhran said: “The peat
fires are a very big problem. They’re diffi-
cult to put out and they are burning
underground over a wide area. There is a
lot of damage to plants and trees and
many snakes and reptiles have been
killed. Sadly, some of the boys have found
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badly-burned pythons and turtles which
were still alive.”

LCpl Rajkumar Rai said the soldiers
were attempting the impossible. “Only
days of heavy rain will put out the fires,
but the rains are not expected until the
end of the year. We can stop the fires

spreading further, but only the rain can
stop them altogether.”

Help for the beleaguered firemen has
also come from the air . . . in the form of
buckets of water emptied on to the fires
by 7 Flight’s Bell 212 helicopters. The
garrison workshops modified the aircraft
to carry under-slung “Bambi buckets”,
collapsible containers specially designed
to “bomb” hot spots deep in the forest.

Each can carry almost one tonne of
water and are topped up by being dunked
in the nearest lake.

LCpl Andrew Wray of 7 Flight was
posted to Brunei in January. “I hadn’t even
heard about the haze then, and I certainly
didn’t expect to be fighting forest fires,” he
said. “Butitis good to feel that we’re doing
our bit to prevent a natural disaster and
the Bruneians have been happy to see us.”

EFFORT

Lt Col Mark Lillingston-Price, CO 2
RGR and Garrison Commander, praised
the role of the Gurkhas and his troops.
“The effort that everyone in the garrison
has put in to deal with the fires has been
superb. From the workshops and HQ staff
through to 7 Flight and the Gurkhas on
the ground, everyone has played a part.

“The work that’s being done here is
helping to save the forest and reduce the
haze. The working relationship which we
have with the local fire services is very
good. The garrison and 2 RGR as a whole
have been helping Brunei and the local
community.”
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World showcase

Why our EOD teams
are in big demand

Explosive experts give :
added value in Abu Dhabi ‘

Report and pictures: Paul Beaver
ASK any British defence equipment company about
the benefits to national exports of British soldiers
demonstrating new equipment and you get the same
answer: “Yes, please, we’ll have them along every time.”

The recent TRIDEX defence equipment exhibition
in Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) is a case in point. The latest British technology
and expertise for the disposal of unexploded ordnance
was on show, courtesy of the Roval Engineers and the
Defence Export Services Organisation (DESO).

There is a worldwide demand for good, cost-effec-
tive explosive ordnance disposal technology, especially
when dealing with landmines. According to the latest
United Nations figures, there are still 110 million
uncleared landmines in the world and at least three
people are killed every day by anti-personnel mines in
Africa alone.

Current methods are costing
between £175 and £625 for each
mine removed by more tradition-
al methods, even using local
labour. The world community
cannot afford the billions of
pounds it would take to clear every
mine from Bosnia, Cambodia or
the Falkland Islands, so new cost-
effective solutions must be found.

CROWN PRINCE

Offering several innovative

Top team: Above,
left to right, WO2
Cliff Wright RE, Maj
1 7 Vince Jones RE,

\ % Sgt Ellie Mulhol-

tion on their disposal is carried in the
“ruggedised” laptop computer, known as
the EOD Information System, which can
be regularly updated. The computer-

British-designed and developed ¥, land AGC(SPS) based system has been designed with the
solutions, the British Army EOD 1 : 2y WO1 Mick Collér- full co-operation of the MoD and various
Demonstration Team in UAE was ’{ : /2 - bone RE and Sgt police forces which need a rapid database
in great demand to show off .-\3\ __7,,:,«'/’“ : lan Forde RE with to identify, render safe and advise on the
what’s cool in Britannia’s de-mining : '—f"‘":, 4 a Topflight Engi- disposal on an unexploded device.
arsenal. Among the visitors was / _/f'i‘- : neering Terrier

Dubai’s Crown Prince, Sheikh :

Mohammed bin Rashid, who is also ’ /

the UAE’s defence minster, the* |

Chiefs of Staff of several Arab Gulf

Co-operation Council states and

Defence Secretary George Robertson. 2
Claimed as a breakthrough in hum-

tracked robot in
the foreground

ROBOT

Other important disposal tools include
the Terrier robotic EOD vehicle. It is
designed to work inside aircraft, trains,
ships or small spaces in buildings to search
out possible devices which require the ser-

Winner: Sgt lan
& | Forde, left,
: primes the Fire-
Ant to show its

capabilities vice an EOD specialist. Mounted on
anitarian mine clearance, the FireAnt against the tracks, Terrier can climb stairs while a col-
high-temperature pyrotechnic torch PMN-2 anti- our TV camera allows the operator to view

looks more like a Guy Fawkes’ Night personnel mine

suspect packages from a safe distance.

Roman candle than an EOD aid. But its
high reliability, simple operation and very
low cost will make it an international
winner. It has been developed by the
Defence Evaluation and Research Agency.
FireAnt has been tested by the Royal
Engineers, who are apparently impressed
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by the simplicity of its operation. The
intense heat of the device burns through
the plastic or metal casing of the mine,
burns out the explosive and detonator, and
renders it just a residue of twisted scrap.
Data on all known mines with informa-

@ Ten medium-wheeled tractors have
been donated by the MoD to the HALO
Trust for use in humanitarian de-mining
projects around the world. The equip-
ment will be used in Angola, Chechnya,
Abkhazia, north-east Africa and northern
Afghanistan.



Paople, places, avants

A first for the Third

o AR N\

WO1 John Foran (pictured) made British military
history in April when he was appointed the divi-
sional sergeant major of Bulford-based 3rd
(United Kingdom) Division in a year-long trial.

DSM Foran, who becomes the division’s senior
staff sergeant major, will act as a focus for all
RSMs and garrison sergeant majors within 3
Div’s geographical and operational areas. He will
spend much of his time visiting units and gar-
risons, concentrating on internal communica-
tions and personnel issues.

If the trial a success, it is likely to be taken up
in other divisions.

Chosen from a shortlist through a formal Mili-
tary Secretary selection board, Mr Foran (43) will
support Gen Cedric Delves, GOC 3 Div.

He joined 23 Engineer Regiment as a sapper in
1976 and won the Military Medal for his part in the
attack on Mount Tumbledown during the Falk-
lands War. He was serving with 9 Parachute
Squadron RE at the time. His most recent
appointment was RSM of 73 Engineer Regiment
(Air Support) in Nottingham, and he has complet-
ed a tour in Bosnia as a SSM with 38 Engineer
Regiment and six months on mine-clearance
operations with the United Nations in Cambodia.

Gordon'’s gone

JUST six months after it was built by sappers
from 29 Field Squadron, engineers from 37
Field Squadron stripped out Gordon Bridge at
Dornji Vakuf in Bosnia. Both units are part of
Hameln-based 35 Engineer Regiment.

The bridge, a major construction which pro-
vided an alternative crossing while repairs were
made to the war-damaged main bridge over the
River Vrbas, was dismantled in a spectacularly
illuminated night operation.

A 60m heavy girder bridge weighing more than
130 tonnes, Gordon Bridge was first pulled back
to the edge of the road — a main supply route —
before being stripped out during the night to
minimise disturbance to traffic.

Fusiliers are TA top shots

THE 6th (Northumberland) Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers won the 1997-98
Territorial Army GPMG (sustained fire) match,
beating 33 other Territorial Army teams from
throughout the United Kingdom.

Brigade
heads
first
across
Severn

SOUTH WALES played host to its
largest military training exercise for
years when 1st Mechanised Brigade
swung into action.

Five thousand troops, more than
800 vehicles and 50 aircraft were
involved in Exercise First Head,
which culminated in the first crossing
of the Severn by landing craft and a
series of battles on Salisbury Plain.

The exercise began with training in
three locations. At Castlemartin, the
Royal Dragoon Guards’ battle group
completed a week of live-firing, while
Brigade HQ, the Brigade Support
Group and Support Helicopter Force
settled into Caerwent, near Chep-
stow, where 79 Railway Squadron
RLC had helped re-open the railhead
link specially for the exercise.

Sennybridge provided a temporary
home for the mechanised infantry

assets. Other units involved included
17 Port and Maritime Regiment from
Marchwood, Aldershot-based 2nd
Battalion, The Parachute Regiment
and 23 Amphibious Squadron RE
from Germany.

There was huge media interest in
the Severn crossings. One was made
by an M3 amphibious rig brought
from Germany and used in Britain for
the first time on the river near
Tewkesbury and, downstream, under
the imposing structure of the old
Severn Bridge, two ramped landing
craft from Marchwood ferried vehi-
cles across a 1,500m stretch.

Helicopters flew troops to the plain
where they were reunited with vehi-
cles railed from Haverford West for
the final battle phase.

s s X

Crossing now: First Head vehicles unload at Aust Cliff, near the old Severn Bridge

This is the view most teams saw of the
47 Regiment RA teams taking part in
the gruelling Bataan Memorial Death
March over the inhospitable White
Sands missile range in New Mexico.
The Thorney Island gunners won two
gold medals, a bronze and took a
fourth place in the 25-mile event,
which honours American troops who
made a forced march through the jun-
gles of the Philippines in 1942. Those
who fell by the roadside were bayo-
neted by the Japanese.

There were gold medals for 47 Regi-
ment’s light and light-mixed teams,
third and fourth places for the heavy
teams, and a fifth place for LBdr
James McCallion in the individual
competition. Picture: Sgt Steve Dock

Youngest Brit sets
sights on Everest

A TERRITORIAL Army officer bid-
ding to become the youngest Briton
to scale Everest was believed to be on
his way to the summit as this edition
went to press.

Tpr Edward Grylls (23) is a
member of an four-man team of TA
and Regular soldiers attempting to
climb the world’s highest mountain.

Baulked for ten days by poor
weather and the threat of avalanches,
he was reported to have left Base
Camp on May 16 in his bid for the
summit. Climbing with him was Capt
Geoffrey Stanford, a Regular officer
in the Grenadier Guards.

Two other Servicemen, team leader
Lt Neil Laughton, a former Royal
Marines officer now in the TA, and
Tpr Mick Crosswaite, left for the
summit a day earlier.

Tpr Grylls, whose father, Sir
Michael Grylls, is a former Conserva-
tive MP, is sponsored by Services’
charity SSAFA Forces Help. He has
been in Nepal for nearly three months
preparing for the climb.

Two years ago an 18-year-old Swiss
became the youngest person to com-

plete the ultimate challenge. While
preparing for the assault, Edward
Grylls — known to his friends as Bear
— plunged into a crevasse while climb-
ing through an icefall between Base
Camp and Camp 1. He was roped to
two Sherpas who hauled him out
shaken but uninjured, according to
SSAFA Forces Help in London with
whom he has been in telephone con-
tact from Everest.

The young Londoner made head-
lines last year when he reached the
peak of Ama Dablam (22,434ft),
described by Sir Edmund Hillary as
“unclimbable”.

October photocall

ENTRIES for the 1998 Army photo
competition, open to Regular and TA
soldiers, MoD (Army) civilians and
cadets, have to be in by October 1.
Entry forms are available from Media
Ops staff and admin offices, or direct
from Army Photographic Competition,
DPR(A), MoD, Room 0326, Main Build-
ing, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB (tel
MoD ext 87953 or 0171 218 7953).

y

HEADQUARTERS staff from Colchester-
based 24 Airmobile Brigade tried out new
hi-tech battlefield communications sys-
tems on an exercise involving American,
French and German soldiers in Kansas.
The Colchester contingent ran a brigade
HQ at Fort Leavenworth, using pioneer-
ing digital communications equipment.

® A company of Jamaican Defence

Force soldiers exercised with the 1st Bat-
talion, Grenadier Guards last month as
guardsmen trained in the Caribbean.

® Soldiers of 19 Regiment RA (The
Highland Gunners) and A (King's) Com-
pany of 11 (Netherlands) Infantry Battal-
ion trained together at Catterick in
preparation for a six-month UN deploy-
ment to Cyprus beginning on June 1. It

will be the first time a British regiment has
had a company of Dutch infantry fully
integrated for an operational tour.

@ After more than 50 years at St Omer
Barracks, Aldershot, the Army School of
Catering relocated to the Army Appren-
tice College at Arborfield on April 30.

® The Army's Blood Supply Depot,

based in Parson's Barracks, Aldershot
for the past 30 years, has a new home.
The 13 Army and civilian staff moved in
with the Medical Supplies Agency at
Drummond Barracks, Ludgershall, near
Andover, on April 23.

@ Market Drayton has conferred its
Freedom on the Clive Band of the Prince
of Wales's Division based at Tern Hill.
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Terri's driving ambition

Territorial Army soldier Pte Terri Scott sent a ripple
through the ranks when she launched her bid to com-
pete in a national beauty contest. Serving with Not-
tingham-based 270 Transport Squadron RLC, Terri is
hoping to make progress in the Miss Great Britain
competition. She also wants to qualify for her military
heavy goods vehicle driving licence. picture: Gareth Griffiths

A student of note. ..

Cpl Roddy Weir, serving with the Fallingbostel-based
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, has just passed out
from the School of Bagpipe Music in Edinburgh with
an A grade and as best overall student. During eight
years with the regiment, he has been all over Europe,
Canada, America, South Africa and Hong Kong, and
completed operational tours in the Gulf and Bosnia.
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This meticulously researched 120mm sculpture shows off to perfection the most up-to-date
equipment of today's elite airborne fighting troops from the Pathfinders and the SAS, with an
edition limited to only 5000 pieces woridwide.

Cast in antiqued pewter and encapsulated in crystal clear acrylic on a polished wood base, the
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address below. Please allow 28 days for delivery.
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Derek’s caff was
‘open all hours’

MASTER chef Cpl Derek Wicks,
whose non-stop stream of tasty hot
meals raised the morale of thousands
of grateful soldiers passing through
the Tomislavgrad base in Bosnia, has
been made an MBE in the latest list of
operational honours.

A Royal Engineers unit based at the
camp had to keep the main
supply route clear of snow
and ice around the clock,
and the kitchens often
stayed open late into the
night to feed cold and
hungry sappers.

Cpl Wicks, of the RLLC,
shrugged off the handicap
of poor cooking facilities

ville Bibby, Gren Gds; Maj Stephen Firth
BEM, Int Corps; Maj Kenneth Lonergan,
Cheshire.

MBE: SSgt Peter Long REME; Capt
Stuart Mason REME; Capt Thomas McKin-
ney, R Irish; WO2 Steven Watkin, Int Corps.

MiD: Cpl William Holland, R Irish; Lt Kevin
Mathers RHF; Capt Neil McKay, A and SH;
Fus Michael Sharp RRF; LSgt Dorian
Thomas WG.

QCB: Sgt John Baycroft, Para;
Sgt Carl Gilmour QGM, RLC.

QCB: LSgt Gary Labram,
Gren Gds; Cpl Andrew
McLauchlan, Para; Cpl Christo-
pher Tierney QGM, REME.

QCVS: WO1 Andrew Bailey
RLC; Maj Richard Barrett, R
Irish; Capt John Boyd, R Irish;
Maj Richard Broad, R Irish; Sgt
Darren Caesar, R Anglian; Capt

and went on to show great
imagination and initiative
in improving the appearance of the
restaurant, raising the quality of the
food and even introducing theme
nights. His work was said to have
made a major contribution
to morale.

He is now running the
catering facility in the
sergeants’ mess of 28 Engi-
neer Regiment at Hameln.

Maj Gen Angus Ramsay,
currently Commander of
British Forces in Cyprus,
receives the DSO for his
time in command of the
Multi-National — Division

(South West) in Bosnia. A Maj Gen Ramsay

citation says he displayed conspicu-
ous leadership and personal gallantry
in dangerous situations, risking con-
stant mental and physical abuse in
keeping former warring factions
under control.

Pte Tan Wallace, serving with
Colchester-based 19 Airmobile Field
Ambulance in Bosnia, was awarded a
Queen’s Commendation for Bravery
for risking his life to rescue Pte
Andrew Shaw from an overturned,
burning vehicle just before it was
engulfed in flames. Pte Wallace was
driving a Land Rover ambulance
between Sipovo and Split when the
ambulance in front, driven by Prte
Shaw, left the road and plunged down
an embankment.

Operational honours and awards
for service in Northern Ireland
CBE: Col Michael Smith OBE, MC, late
RGJ.

OBE: Lt Col Peter Telford MBE, R Sig-
nals.

MBE: Capt Paul Bergqvist RA; Maj Gre-
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Cpl Derek Wicks

George Churcher PWRR; Maj
Charles Cleverly RTR; Maj
David English, R Irish.

Capt James Farrer, 9/12 L; Capt Martin
Fielding, R Signals; Maj James Gaselee LG;
Capt Frederick Grounds, R Anglian; Sgt
Gary Jones, Para; Capt Michael Keating
AAC; Sgt James Keeley, Gren
Gds; Sgt Alexander Keir, R Sig-
nals; Maj Alistair Keith AAC;
Sgt Alexander Kelly, R Irish; Lt
Stephen Lees PWO; CSgt
Joseph Lockhart, R Irish; WO2
Gerod Lockhart QGM, AAC.

Lt Col Alexander Malcolm
WG; LCpl David Mason, Int
Corps; WO2 Ringland McFaul,
R Irish; Capt Paul Milnes RLC;
Capt Robert O'Connor DWR;
Capt  Anthony  Parkinson
REME; Maj lain Pickard RHF;
WO1 Joseph Tester, Int Corps;
Maj Anthony Troulan RE.

For service in
former Yugoslavia

CBE: Brig Andrew Figgures, late REME.

OBE: Lt Col Kevin Bacon MBE,
AGC(RMP); Lt Col Adrian Bradshaw KRH.

MBE: Maj Richard Felton RGBW; Cpl
Derek Wicks RLC.

DSO: Maj Gen Angus Ramsay CBE, late
RHF.

MC: CSgt Andrew Marshall PWRR.

MiD: Lt Mark Canning RRF; Maj Edward
Coates RRF; Lt Col Michael Lithgow MBE, R
Signals.

QCB: Pte lain Wallace RLC.

QCVS: Maj Nicholas Apps RARO; Lt Col
Robin Bacon RLC; Col Richard Bugler, late
RLC; Maj Edward Butler MBE, RGJ; SCpl
Simon Harris RHG/D; Maj Henry Joynson
KRH; Maj Darryl Pooley BEM, RAMC; Capt
Anthony Rogers RA(V); Lt Col David Shaw
RA; Brig Andrew Stewart OBE, late LD; Maj
Christopher Thackray, R Signals.

Miscellaneous

awards

MBE: Maj John Ferguson RA.

QCB: SSgt Neil Gambon SASC.

QCVS: Col Rupert Prichard OBE, late
Para.

Mast-er climbers

High there: Cpl McBride and Spr Forbes dismantle
an old wooden communications mast at Alameda

Sappers plug
Rock tunnels

SAPPERS from Osnabruck-based 7 HQ
Squadron, part of 21 Engineer Regiment, have
blocked up tunnels created by their predecessors
on Gibraltar more than 200 vears ago.

Entrances to 26 tunnels in the Rock’s northern
defences, dating back to 1780, were bricked up
in a project which involved the manhandling of
70 tonnes of blocks and mortar up and down
steep paths and steps.

The squadron was also tasked to demolish a
house at Buffadero training area used for battle
training and construct a new one, dismantle
redundant steel and wooden communications
masts at Europa Point, Windmill Hill and
Alameda, and install a new fire alarm in the gar-
rison library.

Radium paint traces
to be cleared from
Rowcroft Barracks

WORK to decontaminate radioactive land at
Rowcroft Barracks in Ashford, Kent is due to
begin this month and will be completed before
the end of the year.

The Ministry of Defence has agreed a contract
with NUKEM Nuclear Ltd for the work on the
site and the transport of low-level radioactive
waste to the Drigg repository in Cumbria.

Construction on the Channel Tunnel rail link
and associated road works has been held up by
the discovery of some very low-level radioactivity
at the former barracks site. It was detected from
traces of radium luminising paint used on instru-
ments more than 30 years ago.

Until new safety procedures were introduced
after 1960, instruments for disposal were burned
and the ash buried. The removal operation is said
to pose no threat to those living near the site.
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Soldier hits
the gold

standard

SOLDIER, re-launched as a monthly last October,
has won a Gold Award as the best internal maga-
zine in Britain.

Described by a judge as “terrific” and “action-
packed”, the magazine has also been commend-
ed for an environmental feature about the Army’s
Otterburn Training Area.

When the 1998 corporate communicators’
award presentations began on May 8 Soldier
already knew it had come top of the class for
internal magazines published ten or more times a
year — and was in with a shout for the gold.

In the event, shortly before the Birmingham
ceremony an independent panel of business
people elevated the British Army’s magazine to
“best of the best” — the top magazine of any fre-
quency taking part in the biggest and most pres-
tigious competition of its kind in Europe.

1,000 entries

Competing for the awards this year were more
than 1,000 entries from the producers of maga-
zines, newspapers, newsletters, corporate videos
and electronic communications.

They were judged on excellence of content and
presentation, value for money, knowledge of the
target audience, and the way their effectiveness
is monitored.

Soldier won its gold award against strong com-
petition from publications produced for organisa-
tions such as Barclays Bank, ICL and Peugeot.

All were among award-
winners in the earlier
stages of the competition,
organised by the British
Association of Communica-
tors in Business.

The judge who initially
voted Soldier the top
monthly commented:
“Wow! Something for
everyone in this action-
packed publication. News,
people, features, cartoons,
adverts, letters — they were
all packed into a highly professional 72-page
magazine. The editor knows the target audience
and hits it.

Significant: MORI’s
Bob Worcester

Professionalism

“This is a terrific, well-balanced publication
that is up there with the best. It knows what it is
trying to do and achieves its aims with a great
deal of professionalism.”

The magazine was commended for Karen
Moseley’s feature on Otterburn, which appeared
in the December, 1997 issue.

Representing Soldier’s winning team, Manag-
ing Editor Chris Horrocks was presented with the
Gold Award by MORI Polls founder Bob Worces-
ter, who for the final stage of the competition
chaired an independent panel of judges from the
business world.

Mr Worcester said: “These awards recognise
organisations which give their communication
programmes significant priority.”

Chris Horrocks said: “It is now as true as it
ever has been that the best Army in the world is
served by the best magazine.”
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Big guns: AS90 sounds off during live-firing on the Glamoc ranges in Bosnia.
Exercise Panther’s Fire involved the Offensive Support Group operating with
other elements of the Multi-National Division (South West) and included fixed-
wing aircraft and Apache attack helicopters from the 4th US Aviation Brigade

based at Tuzla.

It was designed and co-ordinated by Maj Simon Badman of 26th Regiment RA.

Dutch, Canadian and Malaysian mortars were integrated with British AS90s to
give support to Czech armoured fighting vehicles, Dutch Leopard tanks, Canadi-
an anti-tank weapons, Challenger main battle tanks and Scimitars of the 9th/12th
Royal Lancers and Lynx helicopters from 664 Squadron, Army Air Corps.

Service chiefs sign up
to equality initiative

BRITAIN’S top military leaders have
signed up to a project which invites
the heads of British business and soci-
ety to give a personal lead in promot-
ing the principle of racial equality.

In a message to the Leadership
Challenge, promoted by the Com-
mission for Racial Equality, Gen Sir
Charles Guthrie, Chief of the
Defence Staff, says: “I believe strong,
visible leadership and commitment
from the Service chiefs is paramount
to the Government’s wish to remove
any racism and to recruit more ethnic
minority personnel.

“I and the individual Service chiefs
take this issue extremely seriously,
and will continue to review progress
on a regular basis to ensure equality of
opportunity for all personnel.”

Gen Sir Roger Wheeler, the Chief

of the General Staff, said: “Equality
of opportunity in the Army is about
good, strong leadership, fair treat-
ment and decent behaviour. Army
policy is crystal clear — but it is by our
actions that we will be judged, and I
am determined to ensure that this
policy is carried through into prac-
tice.”

@ Royal Military Policemen serving at
Sanski Most in Bosnia have brought
fresh hope to a 67-year-old widow
who had returned to find her garden
mined and her home gutted. Detach-
ment commander Sgt Richard O’Brien
and his team got the mines cleared
and, with a £100 gift from an Army
garrison church in Germany, bought
chickens and feed, and a goat, so that
the woman can rebuild her life.

They also gathered new bedding,
clothes, candles and food for her.

Minister updates Gulf
veterans on research

GULF veterans met Armed Forces
Minister John Reid last month for an
update on efforts being made to
address their concerns. It was the
fourth such meeting Dr Reid has held
in the Ministry of Defence.

“In seeking to address the concerns
of Gulf veterans, I place enormous
importance on hearing at first hand
what veterans themselves have to
say,” he told them.

Summing up recent developments
on Gulf-related illnesses, he listed:

® Publication of a report, in con-
junction with the USA, of the con-
tents of a suspect tank of liquid at
Sabahiyah. It was shown to be fuming
nitric acid missile fuel.

@® Publishing a review on reports of
dead animals during the conflict,
which found their was no evidence
that they had been killed by chemical
or biological weapons.

® Extending the research pro-
gramme to include clinical tests on
veterans.

@ Launch of an Internet site, allow-

ing easy access to reports and infor-
mation.

Dr Reid also indicated that he
expected three reports to be pub-
lished over the next few months.
These included one from the fact-
finding team examining the imple-
mentation of the vaccination
programme during the conflict; one
from the results of an investigation
into troop positions at the time of the
Khamisiyah incident (in which US
troops destroyed Iraqi munitions sub-
sequently found to have contained
chemical weapons); and a medical
paper which will analyse the diag-
noses given to the first 1,000 patients
seen by the Government’s Medical
Assessment Programme.

Veterans were urged to send their
full name, date of birth, official
number and current address to UK
GWHS, PO Box 14929, London
WCI1E 7HR to ensure they received a
questionnaire from at least one of the
current studies into veterans’ health.

Gulf veterans’ open day - Page 23
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Full ahead: Capt Anthony Metcalfe (RTR), centre, leads the multinational team in
the river crossing in Exercise Aggressive Iron on Vogelsang training area in Ger-
many. The fourth annual Multi-National Division (Central) military skills competi-
tion involved 170 soldiers in 17 teams from Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium
and the United Kingdom. Capt Metcalfe, ADC to Commander MND(C), Maj Gen

Rob McAfee, and his team finished fourth.

Picture: Sgt Chris Andrew RLC

THE Normandy Band of the Queen's
Division gave the first public perfor-
mance of a new arrangement of the
theme from the film Titanic when new
£800,000 workshops were opened at the
TA Centre in Scuntharpe, home of 147
Port and Reclamation Company, part of
102 Battalion REME.

@ Territorial Army signallers from units

in the Midlands provided drivers to ferry
stars and VIPs to the Eurovision Song
Contest at Birmingham's International
Indoor Arena. Sixty TA soldiers were
involved in Operation Eurovision.

® For the second time in four years,
Wattisham-based 2 Regiment AAC has
won the Rolls Royce Trophy for technical
efficiency in maintaining its helicopters.

@ More than 100 officer cadets from A
(Athlone) Coy, University of London Offi-
cers’ Training Corps passed out at Wool-
wich. With 500 personnel on strength, it
is the biggest UOTC in the country.

@ A British military presence at Muna
Kaserne, Wulfen, which dates back more
than half a century, ended on April 21
with a parade through Stadt Dorsten by

~

12 Supply Regiment RLC, the last unit
based there. The regiment will disband
before the ammunition depot is taken
over by the Bundeswehr next year.

® The new uniformed Germany Guard
Service, inaugurated at Sennelager in
April, will provide a cohesive security
force, releasing more British soldiers
from guard duties.
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Classic confrontation

e

Old meets new as Spr Wesley Abbott (left) and
Andrew Robertson, a curator from the National Army
Museum, take part in a shooting match for owners of
“vintage” short magazine Lee Enfield (SMLE) rifles.
Andrew turned up at Stoney Castle ranges near Pir-
bright in an identical uniform to that in which his grand-
father, who served with the East Yorkshire Regiment,
wore at the Battle of Arras in 1917.

The Army target shooting club’s classic SMLE
event is the brainchild of WO2 Paul Quilliam RE, an
instructor at the Combat Engineer School, Minley.

The Lee Enfield was introduced in 1903 and was
still being used by the Australians in the Korean War.

Key moment for family

Capt Piers Strudwick, serving with the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Scots, hands over the symbolic key to the
newly-installed Governor of Edinburgh Castle . . . who
just happens to be his father, Maj Gen Mark Strud-
wick. Piers was one of 100 soldiers from the Colch-
ester-based Royal Scots who travelled to Edinburgh
for the ceremony. With troops from other Scottish reg-
iments, they escorted the 123rd Governor from the
castle esplanade to the entrance for the hand-over.
Maj Gen Strudwick is regimental colonel of the RS.



Anniversaries

Century of care

From the Boer War to Bosnia, the Royal Army

Medical Corps has come a long way in 100 years

Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Terry Champion

ONLY 30 years before the Royal Army
Medical Corps was formed in 1898, it
was considered ridiculous in the corridors
of Whitehall that intelligent, healthy
young men should spend their time on a
battlefield tending the sick and wounded.

Despite numerous medical disasters
during the Crimean War, the War Office
refused to set up a special medical corps.
Instead, 300 decrepit “quibbling pension-
ers” were gathered to form an ambulance
corps which proved to be a complete fail-
ure. Many of the old men died of cholera
while others sought to drown their sor-
rOWS.

The morale of the Army medical ser-
vices was at rock bottom. Their standing
within the Armed Forces was little better
than it had been during Henry V’s time
when physicians ranked after shoemakers
and tailors in importance, but before
washerwomen.

During the following year, 1855, as a
result of this fiasco, it was decided to form
the Medical Staff Corps, made up of

“Men able to read and write, of regular
steady habits and good temper and of a
kindly disposition.”

During the fol-
lowing three
decades the
gallantry
and increas-
ing efficien- \ e
cy of the i
medical ser-
vices built up
their respect
and reputa-
tion in the
British Army.
Finally, on
June 23 1898,
Queen Victoria
signed a Royal
Warrant order-
ing that a “Corps
be formed styled
the Royal Army
Medical Corps”.

In less than a year
the new corps, with its
motto In Arduis Fidelis
(In hardship faithful),
was put to the test on the
South African veld. A
typhoid epidemic affected nearly a

quarter of the 250,000-strong fight-

ing force, and another 31,000 men
were wounded. The infant corps
acquitted itself honourably and

six officers were awarded the
= Victoria Cross.

Drug store: Anaesthetics and chloroform, discovered as far back as 1840s in time for

surgeons to take to the Crimea on display in the RAMC Museum at Keogh Barracks

Recruitment posters for “compounders
of medicine” — pharmacists — to join the
RAMC in the Boer War offered 3s 6d a
day, free rations, kit, and passage to and
from South Africa, with two months’ gra-
tuity at the end of the campaign. Appli-
cants had to be aged 21 to 35 years of age,
measure at least 5ft 3in, have a 33in or
more chest, and weigh no less than 115Ib.

When the First World War started the
RAMC was better prepared. Under the
leadership of Gen Sir Alfred Keogh
extensive training had been carried out in
all hospital and field duties. Progress in
research, the development of inoculation
and new sanitary measures undertaken by

- Field Hygiene Sections notably reduced

disease. Cases of typhoid and typhus fell
dramatically and wound gangrene was
bought under control.

On the Western Front alone 1,600,000
wounded were treated and returned to
the firing line. The medics themselves lost
743 officers and 6,130 other ranks, and
earned some 7,000 decorations, among
which were eight VCs.

By the time the Second World War
started there had been great develop-
ments made in medical science and
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This won't hurt a bit: Emmy Best of the RAMC Museum shows off a 1898 surgeons’ set

research, which produced penicillin,
sulpha drugs, blood transfusion and
anaesthesia.

The North African campaign saw the
first parachute field ambulance surgical
teams dropping out of the skies, complete
with operating tables, lamps and instru-
ments. Despite having the most elemen-
tary facilities in prison camps, men from
the RAMC performed incredible feats of
surgery with old razor blades, bent table
spoons and bits of thread.

During 100 years of the RAMC, its sol-
diers have won 29 VCs, two of which were
double, one George Cross, 603 DSOs,
1,806 MCs, 464 DCMs, 2,375 Military
Medals and 16 George Medals.

It has not just been on the battlefield
that the corps has distinguished itself, It
has been instrumental in saving millions
of lives by its contributions to the study of
Malta fever, sleeping sickness, malaria
and typhoid.

Things have come a long way from the
days when the recognised treatment of
gunshot wounds was cauterisation with
boiling oil of elders mixed with treacle,
and the “remedy” for typhus was port
wine and Peruvian bark.
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Roll of Honour: Maj Gen Robin Short, Director General Army Medical Services, in

front of photographs of his predecessors at his headquarters at Keogh Barracks

Rising again out
of the ashes

DESPITE “very public difficulties” in
recent years, the Royal Army Medical
Corps has continued to support the
Army on every operation, Maj Gen Robin
Short, the Director General of the Army
Medical Services said.

Talking about the RAMC in its cente-
nary year, he said he believed it would
take at least ten years for the corps to re-
establish itself again properly. He is
hopeful that the Strategic Defence
Review will do much to mend the
damage.

“We were treated very harshly under
review processes such as Options for
Change and Front Line First,” he
explained. “We were deci-
mated under Defence Cost
Study 15 in 1993-94. It was
not our size so much, but
the amalgamation of the
secondary care services
and the closure of the Cam-

bridge and Woolwich hos- REERCHEREN LT
include Sir Alexander
Fleming, Dr Sir Roger
Bannister, Frankie
Vaughan, Richard
Wilson and Tom Baker.

pitals and the British mili-
tary hospitals abroad.

“The formation of the
Defence Secondary Care
Agency has been disas-
trous. The military ethos
has been lost and it has resulted in a
large number of consultants leaving. It
was the saving of £560 million over a ten-
year period which was the attraction.”

Despite this, however, the RAMC has
continued to send its soldiers all over the
world and was at the forefront of opera-
tions in Bosnia, Rwanda, Angola and
Zaire.

Much has changed in the last decade,
with British soldiers now being treated in
German Hospitals and within the NHS
system. Maj Gen Short said he wanted to
expand into the teaching hospitals of
large cities, placing key personnel where
they can be seen as being totally inte-

The Royal Army Medical
Corps has attracted
some colourful charac-

grated, but working as clearly identifi-
able military units and teams which can
be extracted for operational work.

“I believe our future must be to
increase our relationship with the NHS,
to gain trust, increase training, and per-
suade them that we produce the best.”

There was also, he said, a need for a
military core hospital where the military
can practise medicine to a high stan-
dard. Military requirements are some-
times different from those in a civilian
environment.

“There is no time for first-name terms
and no time for questions when you're
under shot and shell,” he said. “Lives
can depend on protocol

ML O LT and mutual trust. Respon-
actors and Whe?

sibility is also given at a
younger and junior stage in
the military.”

It was important for sol-
diers to get more training
in accident and emergency
work, especially trauma.
For this reason people
will continue to be sent
to places like Afghanis-
tan, Cambodia, Sri Lanka
and even Baltimore, where
“they see more shootings in one day
than we get in a year”.

With the demise of the military hospi-
tals, Army doctors are getting their train-
ing in civilian hospitals in the fields of
anaesthetics and orthopaedics.

He still gets the “brightest and the
best” joining the RAMC, but wants to pro-
vide a more stable environment for the
consultants and trained practitioners.

“The ones we should really pay tribute
to are the ones who have stayed with us.
They have taken all the stress of change
and repeated tours in Bosnia. But they
are all proud to wear the uniform and
badge of the Royal Army Medical Corps.”



Military honours in France and South Korea
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peace at last

Modern Fusiliers pay
tribute as remains
from 1917 battlefield
are laid to rest

THERE was nowhere to hide from the
biting wind and driven rain as soldiers of
the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers slow-marched with three flag-
draped coffins across the wet grass of a
war cemetery in the flat fields of Pas de
Calais, northern France.

The men whose remains were being
buried with full military honours had died
not far from this spot 81 years ago during
the Battle of Arras. They were Ptes Frank
King and George Anderson of the 13th
Royal Fusiliers, and a third, unidentified,
soldier, known to be a fusilier only by
buttons and buckles found by builders
in a shallow mass grave

of Pte King and Pte Anderson. Harry
Wells (98), who fought over this same
ground in 1918, sat in the front row for
the burial service. A bugler from the Nor-
mandy Band of the Queen’s Division
sounded the Last Post, the heart-rending
notes torn away by fierce gusts of wind,
and a 12-man party of Fusiliers under
Capt Jonny Laws fired three SA80 volleys
into the air.

Arrangements for the service wete
made by Brig Andrew Gadsby, the Mili-
tary Arttacheé in Paris.

The battle for Arras, which claimed
159,000 British and Empire and as many
as 200,000 German casualties, began in a
snowstorm on April 9, 1917 — Easter
Monday — as a diversion for a French
attack further up the line.

It is thought the men from the 13th
Royal Fusiliers died of wounds following
a costly attempt to capture the village of
Monchy. Their grave, which contained
the remains of 27 bodies, was discovered
during the construction

at Monchy-le-Preux in
1996.

A lifetime after their
unrecorded deaths on
the battlefield, they were
finally laid to rest with
great dignity, joining
more than 500 British
and 23 Canadian sol-
diers long ago buried
and immortalised by the
simple headstones of
the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission.

The ceremony was
attended by the Duke of
Kent, Colonel-in-Chief
of The Royal Regiment
of Fusiliers and pres-

Armed Forces Minister

John Reid; the British Ambassador to
France, Sir Michael Jay; more than 100
veterans; and members of the families

Escorted: Harry Wells, 98-year-old
First World War veteran, is assist-
. ) . ~. ed by Cpl Tony Gorman (left) and
ident of the CWGC; Sgt Mike Ponting of 2 RRF

of an industrial estate.
The remains of 24 were
completely unidentifi-
able and were buried in
the Monchy cemetery at
the end of last year.

Items found with the
remains, including pipe
stems, belt buckles, but-
tons, wire cutters, a pen-
knife and remnants of
cloth and materials,
marked them as British.

King, 23 at the time of
his death, and Anderson,
30, came from West
London, and a wreath
from the borough of
Richmond was laid on
their graves. They were
identified by their dog-
tags; their Army records were burned
during the Blitz, which destroyed 60 per
cent of First World War archives.

Honoured: Soldiers of the Celle-based 2nd Battal

ilon, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers with the three coffins at Monchy-le-Preux in northern France

Unknown soldier buried at Pusan

FIVE days after three First World War vic-
tims were buried close to their final battle-
field in northern France, a similar cere-
mony took place in very different sur-
roundings as the remains of an unknown
British soldier of the Korean War were
similarly honoured.

Sophisticated forensic analysis and
other avenues of research had failed to
identify the man, uncovered by workmen
constructing a new road in the Kaesong
area of North Korea, so he was buried as
an unknown soldier.

The service, on April 20, took place in
the United Nations cemetery at Pusan in
South Korea during the annual visit of the
British Korea Veterans Association. Sev-
enty or so British veterans, plus many
others from Canada, Australia and New
Zealand, watched the interment conduct-
ed by the Rev Peter Howson, Assistant
Chaplain General, HQ 4 Division.
Laments were played by a piper and
bugler of The Black Watch.
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No name: United Nations Cemetery, Pusan,
last resting place of the Unknown Soldier

When the remains, the first to be
returned since the end of the Korean War
in 1953, were handed over in October
1995 they were accepted at a formal cere-
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mony in the sterile surroundings of Pan-
munjom in the demilitarised zone which
separates North and South Korea. Brig
Colin Parr, Britain’s Defence Attaché in
Seoul, received them in his capacity as a
member of the UN Command, and was
responsible for the burial arrangements.

The task of identifying the long-dead
soldier and tracing next-of-kin fell to the
PS4(A) Casualty and Compassionate
Section based at Trenchard Lines,
Upavon. The cell instigated months of
investigation and analysis, with consider-
able help from the United States, which
offered its state-of-the art forensic facility
in Hawaii.

But dental features were in too poor a
condition to provide a positive lead and
other extensive lines of inquiry also drew
a blank.

More than 200 British soldiers missing
presumed killed during the Korean War
have no known grave. Their names are
recorded on a memorial at Pusan.

Battlefield
detectives

A LARGE part of the day-to-day
work of the Army’s Casualty and
Compassionate Section at Upavon
in Wiltshire is involved in dealing
with current cases of serving per-
sonnel needing to return to the
United Kingdom from abroad.

But when the remains of British
soldiers are uncovered on far-off
battlefields, the section is also trig-
gered into action.

At the moment it has 11 such
cases on its hands, nine in France
and the Netherlands, mostly uncov-
ered by construction work or farm-
ing activities. In these instances, the
Commonwealth War Graves Com-
mission or the Recovery and Identi-
fication Service of the Royal
Netherlands Army take the remains
and produce an initial report.

IDENTIFICATION

The report ends up on the desks
of the PS4(A) Casualty and Com-
passionate Section staff, who
become responsible for identifying
the remains and tracing next-of-kin.
Once that process is completed,
authority to re-inter is given to the
defence attaché at the relevant
embassy, who arranges the re-burial
in liaison with the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission.

Identification can take years and
involve many agencies. Remains can
provide clues in terms of height,
probable age, colour of hair, dental
plate and other characteristics. War
diaries held at the Public Record
Office at Kew add useful back-
ground, while the Army Records
Office at Hayes can provide person-
al detail on individual soldiers.
Unfortunately, most First World
War records were destroyed during
the Blitz.

RELATIVES

The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, Army Historical
Branch and regimental headquar-
ters and associations may provide
further brush strokes in completing
the picture.

If a positive identification is made,
PS4(A) begins the sometimes equal-
ly painstaking task of tracking down
relatives, perhaps from scraps of 50-
year-old information.

It is only when every stone has
been turned and every avenue
explored that an unsuccessful
search results in remains being
buried as an “Unknown Soldier”.
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People strategy

Be relevant ...
or redundant!

Karen Moseley reports from the Adjutant General’s Conference

THE ARMY is going through a “differ-
ent, difficult and challenging period”,
Armed Forces Minister John Reid told
the Adjutant General’s annual conference
at London’s Queen Elizabeth II Confer-
ence Centre.

Referring to the Strategic Defence
Review, he said: “We are involved in the

traditions and ethos. “That is the road to
redundancy of the British Army. That is
the road to isolation and alienation from
the very society we seek to protect. If you
do not remain relevant to the society you
seek to serve then ultimately that society
will declare you redundant.”

He said it was important for the Army

process of modernisation,
taking the wvalues of the
British Army and applying
them to today’s circum-
stances, both at the strategic
level and at the level of
human resource manage-
ment. That is a difficult
challenge.

“I want you to know how
grateful I am for the efforts
you are making. I also want
yvou to know we will not
please everybody.”

On the one hand there
were those who wanted to
turn the Army into yet
another civilian organisa-
tion. “That is not going to
happen because the task given to us by
society is unique.”

On the other hand, there were those
who said that any move away from what
the Army used to be was a betrayal of its

Gen Sir Alex Harley, the
Adjutant General. Theme
of his annual conference
was “Obtain, Retain, Sus-
tain — A Human Resources
Strategy for the Army”

to maximise its investment
in soldiers, especially in
training and education.
“The quality and com-
mitment of our forces and
the civilian support is a mas-
sive asset to us. We must
build up high technology
skills in them which are
essential in all aspects of
modern military operations.
“This is good not only for
the individuals themselves,
but is good for the Army
both in attracting and retain-
ing people. We will get more
from them during their mili-
tary careers, we will encour-
age more people to join us,
and we in turn will make a major contri-
bution to the nation, not only through the
quality of our defence forces, but by
injecting high quality, well-educated and
well-trained people into the work force.”

Help for the homeless

ONE IN four homeless people living on
the streets of London are ex-Servicemen,
Lt Col Stephen Coltman of Army Person-
al Services told the conference.

A survey by the Ex-Service Action
Group had showed:

@ 22 per cent of the survey population
were ex-Servicemen, none were female;

@ The profile of the ex-Serviceman was
white, British and older (average age 48).
They were more willing to sleep rough
with a lower hostel occupancy, and had a
greater ability to survive sleeping on the
street, perhaps reflecting their training;

@ The length of homelessness for the
ex-Servicemen was longer than the non-
Service homeless;

@ The ex-Serviceman was much more
likely to suffer from drink and physical
health problems, whereas the civilian
tended to suffer from drugs and mental
health problems;

® Two to three of the ex-Service group

SOLDIER June 1998

were Army. Most ex-Army were short
Service, serving six years or less and had
few transferable skills. Only eight per cent
were ex-National Servicemen. The bulk
were junior ranks and 70 per cent were
single when they left the Forces. Of the
others, virtually all were divorced or wid-
owed by this stage in their lives.

Over half those interviewed said no
advice or help would have prevented their
homelessness. Many stated they were not
offered resettlement advice, although
most had left many years ago when there
was less provision.

Col Coltman said Service charities had
given a clear commitment to the problem.
They will work more closely with homeless
charities and agencies to identify ways to
recover ex-Service personnel from home-
lessness. There are plans for a programme
of rehabilitation for those with alcohol
and drug problems. MoD is considering a
veterans’ telephone advisory cell.

Different society,
different values

MAINTAINING the values and standards of
the Army, and its traditions of excellence, is
more of a challenge today than in the past.

Brig Peter Curry, Director of Personal Ser-
vices, told the conference the reason for this
was that society has less deference to
authority and the structures of religion, com-
munity and family have weakened.

“The rights of individuals have progressive-

ly been given priority over
their obligation to others,” Contfebrenie
he said. “Traditional shared "SIk

values have been less effectively transmitted,
and concepts such as honour and loyalty are
less well understood. There is a prevailing
drugs culture and an increasing habit of litiga-
tion.”

The Army could not remain immune from
such changes as they were reflected in the
behaviour and attitudes of those who enlist. It
had to reflect society, but because of its
unique function it needed to place more
emphasis on certain values. “That is why we
have this need to be different. Not as a moral
crusade against a changing world, though
morality is certainly important, but to sustain
the moral component of fighting power.”

@ During the three years of compulsory
drug testing in the Army, the percentage
of positive results has dropped. In 1993,
5.4 per cent of soldiers tested were found
to be positive. In 1996 this dropped to 0.71
per cent, and last year the figure dropped
again to 0.68 per cent.

® The Army Personnel Centre in Glasgow
is providing services originally dealt with by
20 offices on eight different sites. Maj Gen
David Burden, the Military Secretary, said
that by forming the APC and transferring the
Personnel, Pay and Administration to Scot-
land, they had accomplished in 18 months
what many people said was impossible three
years ago.“The city offers everything we
need, not least high quality and well motivat-
ed staff, still new but learning fast.”

He said he had designated 1998 as the
Year of Soldier Career Management.

@ An increased number of compensa-
tion claims received by the Army is a
reflection of modern society, the confer-
ence heard. One of the more bizarre was
from a solicitor demanding compensation
for his client as South Armagh was not
considered a “safe area”.

@ Injury is the most common reason for
soldiers reporting sick. More are injured
during training than at any time during their
career, said Maj Gen Robin Short, Director
General of Army Medical Services. “Recruits
are at a premium. We must identify why we
are injuring such a high number, and improve
programmes to achieve fitness levels
required without this trail of destruction.”

® The Army'’s pay structure is 25 years
old and creaking at the joints, the confer-
ence heard. A simpler structure is being
developed. One proposal is that all ranks,
not just officers as now, will receive regu-
lar increments to reflect growing experi-
ence, qualifications and performance.

©
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COULSE

The countdown has begun for
the start of an ocean race which
will take more than 100 soldiers
across the seven seas and into
12 months of adventure.
Soldier found out more

Report: Graham Bound

ON DECEMBER 27 the Army’s Nichol-
son 55 boat Broadsword and two other Ser-
vice vachts will unfurl their multi-
coloured spinnakers and join ten civilian
entries accelerating across the line at the
start of Transglobe 98, the Royal Ocean
Racing Club’s premier round-the-world
race.

The soldier-sailors, selected from all
ranks and units, will each join Broadsword
for one leg of the globe-girdling adven-
ture. Working with 11 colleagues in a con-
stant cycle of watches, the crews will eke
every last knot of speed out of their boat in
an attempt to beat similar teams from the
Royal Navy and Royal Air Force and some
of the best civilian racers.

The inter-Service competition will
actually begin in the Solent six weeks ear-
lier, when the three yachts will race each
other to the main race starting line. This
unofficial phase of the year-long adven-
ture promises to be as hard-fought as any.

The gala start of the main race in
Antigua will be followed by a short leg to
Panama. Inexperienced crews will spend
the first few days of each leg getting to
grips with the demands of watch-keeping,
helming, sail-changing and simply living
in the confined space of a yacht.

In Panama Broadsword will exchange
crews for the first time before beginning
the long voyage across the Pacific to Hon-
olulu. Hong Kong, Singapore, Penang,
Cape Town and Buenos Aires will be fur-
ther staging posts before the yachts cross
the Caribbean finishing line in Grenada in
late November 1999,

There will be challenges and risks on
every leg, but the most dangerous journey
will be the short passage through the noto-
rious Straits of Malacca into the Indian
Ocean. There they will be in territory
infested with modern-day pirates, and to
minimise the risk of attack, the boats will
travel in convoy, forgoing competition for
a brief period.

Exercise Transglobe 98 (as the military
element of the race has been code-named)
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Picture: Mike Weston

racing around the world

The “Nicks” (as they are
affectionately called) weigh
some 25 tonnes, and are con-
structed in tough glass fibre.
Each of the three boats
selected to race is being
extensively refurbished and
fitted with new radar and

Broadsword is one of nine
55ft-long Nicholson yachts
built for Combined Services
Adventurous Sail Training in
the early 1970s. They are in
almost constant use for
adventure training and R&R.

Charting a route: Skipper Jules Yeardley
(left) and Army organiser Capt John
Broadley, RLC on board the Broadsword

will involve up to 315 soldiers, sailors and
RAF personnel, three boats from the Ser-
vices fleet and an impressive global sup-
port effort. This huge challenge is being
taken on by a small team working from a
single Portakabin at the Joint Service
Adventurous Sail Training Centre in
Gosport.

At the headquarters, littered with charts
and coils of rope, the Army’s project offi-
cer, Capt John Broadley, RLLC, and his
RAF and naval colleagues are under
increasing pressure to select skippers and
crew while also advising on training and
organising the complicated logistics.
Above all, they have to raise several hun-

Watch for our updates on the
Army’s global racer and its crews

Sail away: Two Nicholson 55s
of the type which will soon be

the saloon.

dred thousand pounds for each boat. Vital
funds have come from the Services sports
[otteries and other sources but the biiis
remain daunting and more private spon-
sorship is needed. The cost of travel to and
from the staging posts for the Army crews
alone will be almost £70,000.

Inevitably participants will have to pay a
proportion of their costs, but this will
probably be no more than £300. “A third
of each crew must be under 25, and they
don’t have much money,” explained Capt
Broadley.

The strategy seems to have worked,
because well over 300 soldiers have
applied to crew Broadsword. John had
hoped for at [east one all-woman crew, but
few have expressed interest. “If the girls
out there want to get themselves organ-
ised, they only need to call me,” he said.

The office receives frequent calls from
soldiers all over the world anxious to know
if they have a place on the boat. By chance,
our conversation was interrupted by such
a caller. John had good news for him.
“You're on the last leg,” he shouted down
the phone. “We’ll get details to you soon.
Hope the weather’s OK in Sarajevo. Can’t
make any promises for the North Atlantic,
though.”

® If you are interested in joining Broadsword
for one leg of Exercise Transglobe 98 (no
experience is necessary), contact Capt John
Broadley on 01705 765003.

water purification equipment.
During the race, space will
be at a premium. Spare sails
and food will take up much of
the forward cabin, meaning
that most of the crew must
“hot bunk” in berths around
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This month, Cari looks at three
issues. If you would like to
share a problem or offer advice
of your own, write to her c/o
Soldier, or BFBS, BFPO 786.

| HAVE a serious com-

plaint about the medical
services in British Forces Germany, but
no one seems to listen. | have written to
many important people but have not had
a satisfactory reply. | feel that the Army
has treated me like a silly, |
annoying woman who will
not go away. If you really
want to help me you should
print my story. Otherwise |
will write to a national news-
paper. — Mrs M (BFG).

Cari replies: Having
looked at your full story I
know the matter you are
worried about is being
investigated and that you

people are unhappy with treatment by
medical services in BFT they should first
of all talk to their GP. If that doesn’t
produce satisfactory results they should
contact the Health Alliance through the
proper channels.

Ask, at every stage, what the next point
of contact is and treat everyone politely.
Situations are so often made worse by

SOME time ago | was soundly berated by
a journalist for giving a briefing to a
group of wives (at their request) on how
not to involve themselves with the
media. He said | was telling them danger-
ous rubbish. Well, he would say that,
wouldn’t he?

The point of the briefing was to look at
ways of damage limitation when a hostile
story breaks. Do not, | told them, go to
the Press, no matter how angry you are.
Journalists make what they need out of a
story and your needs come very low on

will be told about it. If Cari Roberts seck.

aggression. If you are still unsatisfied by
the response, the BFG Health
Commission can be involved.

All this takes time and it is difficult to
wait while 1t is sorted out. But rushing
into action will not help, and neither
would my printing your story — even if
the Editor allowed it. If you feel no one
is listening, call the freephone helpline
on 0130 119652.

I urge you not to contact a newspaper,
however upset you are. In cases such as

- this it rarely does any good.
You might also get in touch
with the Army Families
Federation, which will
support you emotionally and
help in practical ways.
People in authority can
sound officious, but usually
they are only being careful so
f as to be accurate and not
b cause misunderstandings.
Do wait for the answers you

| THINK you ought to
mention the holiday
apartments that SSAFA Forces Help
advertise. | didn’t know about them and,
as a fan of the Isle of Wight, | was thrilled

to find out about them. — Mrs B (UK).

Cari replies: A good tip . . . I didnt
know about them either. The holiday

the list. This is why | have strongly urged
Mrs M not to take her perceived griev-
ance outside the carefully-constructed
channels for problem-solving.

There are times when the Press can
help. | hoped there would be wide public-
ity for the possibility that funds for the
scheme which allows war widows to visit
their husbands’ graves might be cut off
but was delighted to learn that the pil-

Pressing need for calm

apartments have been specially designed
for those with special needs — ramps,
wide doorways, grab rails and power
sockets at sensible heights for those on
wheels. All are fully carpeted and com-
fortably furnished, and charges are
based on two people sharing. The island
is a lovely place for a break and, as the
apartments are in the grounds of St Vin-
cent’s Residential Care Home, visitors
need not feel too cut off from help if they
need it. To find out more, get in touch
with SSAFA Forces help locally or
through Central Office, 19 Queen Eliza-
beth Street, London SE1 2LP ( 0171

403 8783).
WHERE can | get accu-
rate advice about what
to do if | become pregnant while in the
Army? I've heard all sorts of stories and
I'm sure they can’t all be true. I've tried
finding the rules, but it's very confusing.
-Cpl Y (BFG).

Cari replies: Never trust Rumour
Control. The best notes I've seen come
from the Army Families Advice Bureau.
Ask for two factsheets — no 6/2, Pregnant
Women and Employment; and 9/1, Mater-
nity Benefits. Your local HIVE should
have copies or write to AFAB, HQ Land,
Erskine Barracks, Wilton, Salisbury SP2
0AG. You should also read DCI (JS)
124/97, available from your unit.

grimage scheme has been extended for a
further two years, until March 31, 2001. |
saw at first hand the effect that such pil-
grimages can have when | accompanied
a group of elderly women to a beautifully
tended cemetery in Germany, and was
ambushed by my emotions. These digni-
fied women, who had given up so much,
had a focal point for their loss.

With the passing of time, this group of
war widows is diminishing in numbers
and in the wider scheme of things cannot
be costing us, as a nation, very much.

—~

J

Grip of gratitude: Father Adolf, a priest in
Glamoc, Bosnia, expresses his thanks to
Lt Dean Young of 16 (Sandham’s Compa-
ny) Battery, 26th Regiment RA after gun-
ners from the Gutersloh-based unit had
distributed more than 2,000 pieces of
chocolate to the town’s children. Lt Young
said: “l would personally like to thank all of
those involved in lighting up the faces of

so many children.” The Deutsche Bank
and Marktkauf were involved in the project.

® Part-time sappers from Gateshead-
based 72 Engineer Regiment collected and
processed donations for the people of
Kosovo under Commander 2 Division’s
Shoe Box appeal. They picked up' gifts
from their bases in Gateshead, Newcastle,
South Shields, Hartlepool and Sunderland.

Peter’s patrol catches
eye of Booker author

EX-GUNNER Peter Stock’s tale about a
near-disastrous patrol on the East
German border has won him the £1,000
first prize in the 1997 Ex-Services Mental
Welfare Society (Combat Stress) short
story competition,

Pat Barker, the Booker Prize-winning
author of The Ghost Road, chose Peter’s
entry Cheap At The Price from thousands
of entries, not least for the humour of its
situation. It, and more than 100 others

THERE are enough copies of the sixth tri-Ser-
vice Discount Benefits Brochure out there
for every Serviceman and woman to have
their own personal one. The 104-page publi-
cation contains discount offers, valid through-
out 1998, covering a vast array of services
and goods.

If you are likely to travel by air, rail, coach or
ferry, park at an airport, exchange currency,
stay in a hotel, visit a leisure facility, purchase
insurance of any type, bury a pet, buy or hire a
car, join a gym or try on the latest sportswear,
you could save money by having a look
through the new brochure.

Royal Hospital Haslar has taken delivery

of new scalp cooling equipment designed to
reduce hair loss during chemotherapy treat-
ment.

The 1998 conference of the Army Families
Federation (Germany) takes place at the
Globe Cinema, Wentworth Barracks, Herford,
on June 19.

Fifteen annual educational scholarships
of £1,000 are being offered by the Royal
British Legion Women's Section to mark 75
years of care for the ex-Service community.
Eligibility for the President's Award Scheme is
based on an ex-Service connection, but the
awards are open to former Servicewomen,

Service wives and widows and dependants of
ex-Servicemen or women. Details on 0171
973 7326.

A temporary radio station run by BFBS from
studios in Catterick was listened to by more
than half of Army families in the area, accord-
ing to Central Office of Information research. It
also proved popular among civilians in North
Yorkshire during its month-long run.

The WRVS is looking for Service personnel
planning to compete in fun runs or marathons
willing to raise money for the organisation
through sponsorship. Ring Clare Skivington
on 01235 442927,
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Gloucester and Slim Schools, both in
Hohne, Germany, have won DM1,500 (£500)
prizes in Encon 97, the British Forces Ger-
many schools environmental competition. The
work of five other schools was highly com-
mended.

Naafi has awarded Scottish and Newcastle
the contract to supply beer to its outlets in
Germany.

Cpl Colin Clarke, Germany-based dental
hygienist serving at Lumsden Barracks in
Fallingbostel, was named Hygienist of the
Year at the 1998 Probe Dental Awards at
London’s Dorchester Hotel.
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culled from the competition, appear in
Peace and War 1997, a 400-page antholo-
gy published last month.

Proceeds of the competition and the
book will help the organisation in its care
of ex-Service men and women suffering
from the mental trauma of battle.

There will be £1,000, £750, £250 and
£50 prizes for the first four entries in the
1998 competition, plus £100 for the best
manuscript received at the end of each
month.

Closing date is November 11 and
entries must be no longer than 1,000
words on the
themes “Remem-
brance”, “Combat
Stress”, or “My
War”. Cheques for
£5 (most of which
will go towards the
refurbishment  of
the society’s Tyr-
whitt House nurs-
ing home in
Surrey), should be
made out to Ex-
Services Mental

Prize writer: Peter Stock

Open day for
Gulf veterans

GULF War veterans and their families in
the north of England will have an oppor-
tunity to share their experiences, meet
representatives from welfare agencies and
get benefits counselling next month.

Tracy Kirby and Maria Rusling, whose
husbands served in the Gulf and are now
incapacitated by illness, have organised
an open day under the auspices of the
National Gulf Veterans and Families
Association. It will be held at the Danum
Hotel in Doncaster on July and anvone
who would like to attend should contact
Tracy on 01482 789870 or Maria on
01482 879809. They can advise on
accommodation in the area.

SSAFA Forces Help, Combat Stress,
the Royal British Legion and other lead-
ing welfare organisations will be repre-
sented at the forum and there will be a
doctor and staff on hand to help anyone
suffering from stress on the actual day.

P

Useful numbers
Army Benevolent Fund 0171 581 8684
AvmYEhmilies Federstion 01980'615525
Confidential support line:

UK 0800 731 4880
Germany 0800 1827 393
Cyprus 08091065

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 0181 543 6333

Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
National Gulf Veterans and

Families Association 0181 376 2144
RBL's Legionline 0345 725 725
Samaritans 0345 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980
618244

Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 0171 403 8783
WRVS 01235 442954

A/

sent to the society at Broadway House,
The Broadway, Wimbledon, London
SW19 1RL.

Peace and War 1997 is available in hard-
back from the same address. It is priced
£12.49 (plus £5 p&p). Bulk orders (more than
five copies) are priced £9.99, plus postage.

® SSAFA Forces Help is looking
for volunteers willing to help its work of
relieving hardship among Service and
ex-Service personnel and their fami-
lies. Last year the charity cared for
more than 86,000 people.

Just a few hours a week could be of
enormous help to someone. Jobs range
from administration and casework to
fund-raising and training, but any skills
will be put to good use.

For more details, call Ann Needle on
0171 403 8783 or write to her at
SSAFA Forces Help, 19 Queen Eliza-
beth Street, London SE1 2LP, or look
up your local branch in the ’phone book.
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REGIMENTAL BROOCHES
: Made ::'no 0

Morlshops

0121 551 7366
J.M.Bickerton
23 Vyse Street,
Birmingham B18 6LE
AAC 9ct Gold £140
Brooch Actual Size 33mm

Presents that last a lifetime

=
y Joy’s Roses | u@% <
& Flowers

A= ~ R
\? =
= —e

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery
to an address in the U.K. or N. Ireland

Use this advert as an order form

Telephone Hotline — 01481 46708

Special price for June only — 24 Carnations — One
colour or mixed & Gyps & Fern £18.50

12 ROSES Red/Pink/Yellow (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink/Yellow (large) £18.50
CARNATIONS & FREESIA 30 Blooms £16.50
CARNATIONS (One colour/Mixed) 12 Blooms £12.50
JOY'S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
ROSES/CARNATIONS/
SP CARNATIONS/FREESIA (Any colour) 50 Blooms £22.50
FREESIA & FERN 40 Blooms £14.75
‘ Bougquets/Pink Camations/Freesia/Fern 30 flowers £16.50
Spray Camations/Freesia/Fern 20 flowers £11.50
ROSES/CARNATIONS/FREESIA 30 Blooms £17.50

THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS
EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/
LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY
No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter.
Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red
WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
= WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £22.75
= Prices and order forms available upon request.
Prices include P&P + VAT
N.B. Peak periods — flowers may be used from other sources
VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE

Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:
‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey, C. 1. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 46708

Fax: (01481) 43406

14in COLOUR TV AND
VIDEO

Soldier Magazine gives you the chance to win a 14in Philips
colour television with built-in video recorder, as featured in the
Readers’ Club Direct advertisement on page 52.

Simply answer the question below and return the completed
coupon to us at:

Readers’ Club Competition, Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Hants, GU11 2DU, to arrive no later than June 30, 1998.

The first correct entry to be drawn will win the prize. The winner
will be notified and the result published in Soldier. The Managing
Editor’s decision is final. No correspondence will be entered into. A
photocopy of this form is acceptable.

Wheo invented the television?

1 Amwel
I INAML? wevesarssniuranniss

i Address: ....

Fully illustrated 38 page catalogue listing well over 1600 items —
helmet plates, Glengarry badges, cap and beret badges, rank badges,
cloth arm patches, cloth beret badges and all Officer metal and
bullion items. Plus all current metal and anodised beret badges.
Also prints, postcards and excellent keyrings.

Hlustrated catalogue costs just £2.00
Mike Lapworth, (S) 26 Southdown Road, Bristol BS9 3NL
Trade enquiries welcome.

S

MOD PS2(A)

UPAVON Wiitshire 5
elephone: Military 734 5947
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British soldiers monitor
bitter peace in little-known
part of former Soviet Union

BRITISH peacekeepers and observers
the world over have had to come to terms
with the everyday dangers of living in
what amount to still-smouldering war
zones. Usually, they are only there
because the killing has escalated to the
point at which the international commu-
nity is embarrassed into doing something
to stop it.

And then there is Georgia, formerly of
the Soviet Union.

Since the expulsion of Soviet troops in
1992 it has been involved in an increas-
ingly bitter conflict with the breakaway
province of Abkhazia.

Cease-fires have come and gone (the
latest, known as the Moscow Agreement,
has been in place since May 1994) during
which time more than 50 mostly Russian
military peacekeepers have been killed
and three times that number wounded,
many seriously.

BRITISH OFFICERS

Eight British officers, drawn from the
Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air Force,
are part of the small international United
Nations force currently monitoring the
treaty, observing the operations of the
peacekeepers and investigating violations.
Commanded by Lt Tom Cobley, Para,
they are members of UNOMIG — the UN
Observer Mission in Georgia — and they
work in an area of not inconsiderable
danger where the threat of terrorist attack
is very real.

His staff, which includes Maj Andrew
Frith RLC and Maj Symon Robinson,
Cheshire, are given close-quarter protec-
tion on their patrols by former Soviet
BMP armoured personnel carriers.

UNOMIG’s main headquarters is at
Sukhumi, the self-proclaimed capital of
Abkhazia. There is an administrative HQ
at Pitsunda and a liaison office in Thilisi,
Georgia’s capital city, from where high-
level contact is made with politicians and
officials.

Sector HQs are located in Gali on the
Abkhazian side and in Zugdidi on the
Georgian side. Each sector has two team
bases who cover the buffer zone.

Last year this mission of 116 soldiers
drawn from 23 countries received ten
South African Mamba mine-protected
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Back-up: Sqn Ldr Russell
La Forte RAF (left) and Lt
Col Tom Cobley, Para, with
an armoured vehicle pro-
vided by the CIS peace-
keeping force to give the
UN observers close pro-
tection against terrorists

victims are innocent civil-
ians and refugees.
Hundreds of thousands
of Georgians were dis-
placed by the war, many
moving north into Rus-
sia or into Georgia via
the Kodori Valley to the
west or south across the
Inguri. Zugdidi, on the

Azer-
baidjan

vehicles in which to patrol the security
and restricted weapon zones and heavy
weapons storage sites set either side of the
Inguri River, whose swift-flowing waters
mark the cease-fire line.

Even so, there is a real threat to the
observers from the serious mine contami-
nation in Abkhazia and the fierce, pro-
tracted and well-equipped mines cam-
paign being waged by terrorists against
the Abkhazian authorities.

The UN estimates that anything up to
150,000 mines remain in place since the
war of 1992-93. They are buried across
former front lines along the Gurmista and
Inguri rivers, the Gali canal, throughout
the Ochamchirea region and in Kodori
Valley.

It is no surprise that the most frequent

southern bank of the river,
is home to about 70,000 refugees, Tbilisi
to 66,000.

Lt Col Cobley says his six-month
deployment has presented an unusual
operational challenge. “The threat of
mines and terrorist attack is ever-present
and rarely does a day pass without a major
incident.

“Also to work with the Commonwealth
of Independent States’ peace-keeping
force, predominantly provided by Russia,
is rewarding professionally.”

He said the operational experience was
enhanced by its location in a little-known
and little-travelled part of the world.

“During the tour there were opportuni-
ties to visit Russia, Turkey, Georgia and
the Caucasus Mountains, which were a
once-in-a-lifetime experience.”
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Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Terry Champion

ANYONE who has had anything to do
with Army public relations in the past 15
years will know Bridgend House.

Tucked away in the trees behind the
guardroom of Headquarters Land Com-
mand at Wilton, the old building was the
home of United Kingdom Land Forces
Public Information and latterly HQ Land
G3 Media Operations.

From late 1982 onwards it was at the
centre of press campaigns and media
analysis for military operations spanning
the Gulf War, Bosnia, Rwanda, Angola
and Zaire. The Army’s
two mobile news teams
and the Media Produc-
tion Centre were based
there, alongside a fully
operational radio studio
and television editing
suite.

But asbestos in the
walls meant no alter-
ations to expand could
take place. As the Army’s
awareness of the impor-
tance of the media grew,
so did Media Ops — and
after a year of bursting
at the seams, the time
came to find new ac-
commodation. Bridgend
House, a village surgery
and doctor’s house in the
1930s, finally came to the end of its career
as an Army Press office a few weeks ago.

Media Ops’ new abode in Falaise Block
is in the middle of the headquarters and
only a few hundred yards from where the
old Public Information office was origi-
nally based before it moved to Bridgend
House. Nigel Gillies, the Senior Informa-
tion Officer at UKLF from 1979 to 1982,
remembers those heady days.

“l had four four-man mobile news
teams — three based at Wilton and one in
York. There were eight photographers and
two darkroom technicians,” he recalled.

“Everything we did was in two-and-a-
quarter-square black and white negative
on Rollieflex cameras; there was no
colour. For television we used to shoot
16mm film on 100ft rolls on what were
originally Bell and Howell clockwork
cameras with a triple lens turret on the
front. We were finally dragged kicking and
screaming into the 20th century with the
first U-matic video cameras.

“From the time of the Falklands War we
started to use a Muirhead picture wire

Goodbye to Bridgend House, above.
In the picture: Maj Peter Griffiths, right

Media Operations’ move
from Bridgend House at
Wilton marked the end
of an era. The old house
in the woods saw Army
public relations

take the lead in the
communications
technology revolution

machine — it was a bit
like a Roneo and spun
round and round on a
drum. It took about 20
minutes to send a black-
and-white image down a
telephone line, but all it
needed was a glitch for it to miss and end
up looking like a very bad fax, and you
had to start all over again.”

HQ Land Media Ops is now at the fore-
front of the technological revolution in
communications and fairly bristles with
the latest technology. The present two
two-man mobile news teams use full
broadcast quality Betacam SP television
cameras costing in excess of £50,000
each, and the latest digital CD quality
radio tape recorders for interviews. Nikon
F 90X cameras are used for photographic
work, often in conjunction with a portable
satellite transmitter to wire colour pictures
back to Wilton in seconds from anywhere
in the world.

Those pictures are sent back over an
ISDN line to the HQ Land picture desk,

manned by picture editor Maj Peter Grif-
fiths. Using his computer he is able to look
at them on screen, clean or sharpen them
up if necessary, check the captions and
then wire them to the national or regional
press within minutes.

Maj Griffiths has compiled HQ Land’s
digital picture library — comprising about
6,000 images so far — which is held either
on hard disk or CDs.

“The joy of digital images is that they do
not degrade,” he explained. “It is being
added to day by day and a new library cat-
alogue system means that I can search the
database and find pictures very quickly.

“If a newspaper rings up asking for a
picture of a Challenger in the snow, I can
bring it up and send it down the line to
them almost before they have a chance to
put the phone down.

“This system exists to provide the
media with pictures of the Army doing its
job and we have become extremely busy.
We take in all the pictures from Bosnia and
dealt with British Army operations in
Rwanda, Angola and Zaire.

“On the day of Diana’s funeral I was
collating pictures from seven photogra-
phers and sending them out to the news
agencies and newspapers.”

Another important part of the picture
desk is the bulletin board. This is a com-
puter system which stores photographs
that can be added to or
taken off by 40 organisa-
tions, including Soldier,
who hold the password.

The speed with which

news and images can be
l flashed around the world
became apparent to the
Army during the Gulf
War. It has responded by
forming its own “rapid
reaction news force” in the shape of two
mobile news teams — one military and one
civilian.

The civilian team is made up of Dennis
Barnes, an ex-Fleet Air Arm officer and a
member of the Guild of Television Cam-
eramen, and Kevin Capon — ex-Parachute
Regiment and associate of the Master
Photographers’ Association, as well as
1997 Army Photographer of the Year.

The military team consists of Sgt Steve
Dock, an experienced cameraman and
photographer, and Capt James Anderson,
an Army Air Corps pilot, who describes
himself as a “keen amateur photographer
and newsman”.

They are able to move within 48 hours
to be on the ground with British troops
anywhere in the world. Because of their
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unique position as military news
teams they are able to work inde-
pendently and are allowed to
move into positions which would
be out of bounds to civilians.

“We are very professionally
equipped,” Dennis said. “We have
the same equipment, outlets and
objectives as commercial televi-
sion crews and are becoming
widely accepted as a respected
news-gathering agency by the
commercial market.”

The mobile news teams were
initially set up to move into opera-
tional areas barred to the Press.
They are now much more
involved in proactively promoting
the Army.

As well as producing film
footage on units on operational
duty and exercise, they write sto-
ries, take photographs and pro-
duce radio interviews for the British
media. Their reporting of a wisit by
Southampton University OTC and mem-
bers of the Royal Engineers and Royal
Regiment of Wales to Rorke’s Drift was
covered by 14 regional television stations
and appeared in the national and regional
press. The value, in advertising terms, was
£900,000.

When British troops first went to Bosnia
the Media Production Centre (MPC) was
set up at Bridgend House to provide
regional newspapers with stories about
their local soldiers. A news team, consist-

ing of a photographer and writer, is based
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In the hot seat: ex-Para Kevin Capon, Army Photographer
of the Year in 1997, at work in the Media Ops editing suite

Front line: Dennis Barnes, below left, interviews Armed
Forces Minister John Reid, right, with press officer Ailsa
Mclintyre looking on. The news teams are widely respected

in Banja Luka and sends back a regular
supply of stories and photographs of
British troops, many of which appear in
Soldier.

Working closely with the picture desk,
these are now marketed not just to the
regional press, but to Service publications
and specialist magazines. Despite the fact
that soldiers have been in Bosnia for six
years, the Press is still enthusiastically
printing stories and photographs of “our
boys and girls”. The MPC has also mar-
keted hundreds of stories from other oper-
ations and exercises to the media.

“We have had pieces in magazines as

diverse as leterinary Times, Loco-
motives Internanonal, Dog World
and the British Medical Journal,”
said Maj David Falcke, who runs
the MPC.

Again technology is playing its
part. The MPC has a computer
programme called Mediadisk
which can supply the names,
addresses, profiles and personali-
ties of every publication in the
British Isles. A story on Army
nurses mountain-climbing with a
St Bernard can be sent to not only
every nursing journal, but every
climbing and dog magazine as
well.

A fully functional radio studio
means that interviews can take
place at the headquarters with
interviewees linked up to any
radio studio in the world. It also
enables recordings on tape to be
edited on a digital editing machine and
then sent down an ISDN line to any one of
hundreds of radio stations across the UK.

Communications have moved on at a
staggering pace in the last decade, and the
Army has not lagged behind. Using HQ
Land Media Ops as a multi-media news-
room, photographs, written text, radio
interviews and film can be simultaneously
marketed to thousands of media outlets
across the country.

A far cry from the days when it took 20
minutes to send a grainy black-and-white
image down a telephone wire . . . if you
were lucky.
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Dukies find that
common bond

Report: Chris Kinsville-Heyne
Pictures: Mike Weston

SUNLIGHT streamed through the lace
curtains and the sounds of children’s
voices filtered through the open window.

Margaret Harrison was seated at her
desk. As matron of Wolfe House at the
Duke of York’s Royal Military School,
near Dover, she is mum to 47 girls aged
between 13 and 18. “Sometimes I don’t
know how I cope,” she said with a smile.
“I have two of my own and I’ve been
matron for a long time, about 11'/2 years.”

A dark-haired girl appeared at the door
and looked pleadingly at
Matron. Ten minutes later
the girl went away with a
smile and a skip, her troubles
forgotten.

“My husband was in the
Army so I know a little bit
about moving. The girls are
all from very similar back-
grounds so they do have a lot
in common. It’s that com-
monality that showed itself
during the Falklands, the
Gulf War and now Bosnia.
They really do look after one
another, which I feel is to do
with their background.”

This school with a special
military heritage is spread
over 500 acres of Kent.
Dover, with its cross-channel
links, is just down the road,
bringing within easy reach
most Service locations in
North West Europe.

It traces its history to 1801
when Frederick, Duke of
York, laid the foundation
stone in Chelsea of what
was to become the Duke of

York’s Royal Military
School. Originally it was an
orphanage for children of
soldiers killed in battle. The
first pupils enrolled in 1803 and in 1909 it
moved to its present location at Dover.

Col Gordon Wilson, the headmaster,
looked around the red-bricked buildings
and acknowledged the greetings of pupils
hurrying back from rugby and hockey.

“The school is happy,” he says with

of Kent.

Headmaster Col
Gordon Wilson

The Duke of York’s
School is governed
by a Board of Com-

missioners, appoint-
ed by the Queen. The the
chairman and mem-
bers are drawn from
top management in
the Services, Civil
Service, professional
and industrial life.
President is the Duke

The senior manage-
ment team compris-
es the headmaster,
two deputy headmas-
ters and the bursar.

MoD-funded Duke of York's Royal Military
School nurtures academic and sporting

success in a caring, happy environment

evident satisfaction. “Children need to be
able to settle before they can learn and
with all new pupils we are very keen to
ensure they do so as quickly as possible.
Staff spend hours talking to the pupils,
who might come from other boarding
schools, from independent day schools,
or from state primary and secondary
schools.

“There is a mix throughout
the houses and they take the
lead from the housemaster,
or mistress, and the tutor
team clustered around them.
Link with that a full range of
extra-curricular activities
and you have a very busy
school.”

Pupils are encouraged to
value the use of their own
time. It is a responsibility that
is continued into the sixth
form, where they are allowed
out on a Saturday night . . . a
treasured privilege.

“That is responsibility for
individual,” explains
housemistress Juliet Lewis.
“We try to build on the
responsibility for others by
appointing dorm prefects.
The older ones are looking
after the vounger ones, right
up to the prefects looking
after the school.”

The school is funded by
the MoD and parents pay
about £275 a term. There are
extras — uniform, trips and
pocket money — but parents
have control. Parents may
not claim boarding school
allowance, which is included in the fund-
ing.

“It is still deemed cost-effective to send
a child here rather than pay £2,000 to
£3,000 a term and claim the allowance,”
says Col Wilson.

Travel broadens the mind and The

Duke of York’s promotes this ethos. Trips
to Australia, South Africa, skiing, or expe-
ditions with The Duke of Edinburgh’s
award programme . . . there is always
something for pupils to choose from.

The children are almost spoilt for
choice. Recently the Combined Cadet
Force camp clashed with a trip to Paris for
the choir and a Munich trip for the jazz
band.

The introduction of girls to The Duke
of York’s School has been accepted by
the boys.

“It is a reflection of society.” explains
ColWilson. “The majority of the boys will
leave school to work alongside, or for,
women. The vast majority of pupils come
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from co-educational schools so it is noth-
ing new for them.”

The 47-year-old headmaster is not a
fan of single-sex schools. “The earlier
they are brought together the better it is
for society,” he said.

Glen Barton has been in Haig House
for a year. “ Once you get over the home-
sickness it’s really good. You can speak to
anyone, especially matron and the house-
masters, and on the sporting front I am
taking county trials for hockey.” Glen was
previously at a preparatory school, so
even as al3-year-old he is a veteran of
boarding.

The pupils in year nine English were
cooperating on a written story, creating
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Above — The colours of the Duke of York’s
Royal Military School, displayed proudly
by pupils

Left — In the physics lab

Below - Juliet Lewis and Matron Margaret
Harrison, the Wolfe House management

size of 16, it was not difficult. “We get to
know the children very well,” she smiled.
“I am a tutor in Marlborough House and
getting to deal with each other off-duty
allows us to find out more about each
other.”

She looked around the classroom.
“They are super children. It is hard work

characters and developing plots. The 13
and 14-year-olds were sitting discussing
the direction of the plot and how charac-
ters were introduced.

Ruth Taylor controlled the creative
environment with ease. With a pupil:
teacher ratio of 10:1 and an average class

in a boarding school. The hours are long
and a teacher here needs to commit to the
school. The teaching, outside work, the
sports, the boarding, all impinge on your
social life. But it’s the old story. You get
out what you put in.”

Back at Wolfe House, Matron Mar-
garet Harrison was talking and laughing
with four girls from the hockey team.
“There is no pecking order,” she said.
“They seem to be unaware of their
fathers’ or mothers’ rank in the military.
It just doesn’t come into it.”

Academic results and the numbers of
sixth-form leavers entering university
remain high. The standards of pastoral
care and the quality and width of extra-
curricular provision are superb. However,
the words of one excited 13-year-old
summed everything up.

“Dukies are just not
beamed. Quite right, too.

geeky.” He

@ Extra-curricular activities in addition to
sporting activities include: aero-modelling, art,
ballet, band, bridge, ceramics, chess, choir,
choral society, computers, cookery, dance,
debating, design, drama, electronics, junior
engineers, life-saving, model railway, needle-
work, orchestra, photography, sailing, Scalextric,
table tennis, Christian studies, and wargames.
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From Westminster to Wapping

UK signs up for
battlefield taxi

THE Army’s next generation of armoured utili-
ty vehicles is to be developed and built under
a joint European initiative, Defence Secretary
George Robertson announced.

GKN Defence from the UK will collaborate
with German and French companies to pro-
duce variants of the wheeled “battlefield taxi”.
It will be known in the UK as the Multi-Role
Armoured Vehicle (MRAV)
and the first of an initial
batch of 200 is expected to
be ready in 2005.

In a Commons written
answer Mr Robertson said
the Army needed the new

Opposition, Mr Robertson said that any
changes certainly would not destroy the TA
and that “numbers are not the only or even the
main issue at stake”.

Former Prime Minister Sir Edward Heath, a
member of the Honourable Artillery Company
for more than 50 years, urged the Government
not to reduce the size of the TA, which did not
want to be a “stop-gap oper-
ation” but an entity on its
awn.

Shadow Defence minis-
ter Sir George Young
claimed there was a plan to
cut the TA to 40,000.

Armed Forces Minister

vehicles “to replace FV430,
Saxon and combat vehicle
reconnaissance (tracked)
utility  vehicles”. These
include the Spartan, Sultan, Samaritan family
of CVR(T)s.

The preferred design will provide the
armoured personnel carrier and command
vehicle versions but will allow for the develop-
ment of other variants using the same base. It
will provide the Army with a flexible capability
ihat can operaie in both high-intensity conflict
and in humanitarian operations such as
Bosnia.

“This programme represents a major col-
laboration with our European allies. Collabo-
ration will bring a number of benefits, including
improved interoperability and financial sav-
ings, through sharing of development costs
and economies of scale in production,” said
Mr Robertson.

The Netherlands has indicated that it
wishes to join the MRAV programme as a full
partner and ltaly, Spain and Poland have also
expressed an interest.

@ Changes being considered as part of the
Defence Strategy Review would strengthen
the Territorial Army by modernising it, the
Defence Secretary said in the Commons on
May 18. Speaking in a debate called by the

John Reid said in Scotland
on May 14: “What we want
in the future is a TA that is
relevant and usable; a TA that is closely inte-
grated with all the other Armed Forces in our
defence configuration.

“We want a TA that makes a contribution
without which the Regulars literally could not
fight a major war.

“We still need a substantial TA. But size
alone is less important than role.”

@® The Commons Defence Committee said
there was no compelling evidence to support
claims that technical failure caused the 1994
Chinook helicopter crash on the Mull of Kin-
tyre. Army personnel were among 29 killed.

® Armed Forces Minister John Reid met
members of the Guardsmen Fisher and
Wright Release Group on May 13. Retired offi-
cers of the Scots Guards had called on him to
intervene to try to secure the early release of
the guardsmen, serving life sentences in
Northern lIreland for the tragic murder of
Belfast youth Peter McBride in 1992,

Dr Reid said he had promised to pass on
their concerns to the Northern Ireland Secre-
tary to inform her decisions, which would be
taken as a result of the due process of law.

1 What the
A papers say

NEW Zealand looks set to abolish British
military honours for its forces, ending a tra-
dition dating from the country’s founding in
1840. — Daily Telegraph

1 Former Death Railway PoW Trevor
Daikin, who kept a vigil for lost comrades at
the bridge over the River Kwai, has died of
a heart attack aged 77. For the past nine
years he had lived simply near the Burma-
Siam bridge, sometimes lecturing Japan-
ese tourists on the true history of the
railway. He was a corporal in the 5th Battal-
ion, Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Light
Infantry when he was captured. — Express

[0 Cadets at the Defence Force Academy in
Canberra — the Australian Sandhurst —
have been ordered to call each other by
their first names, salute less often and stop
standing to attention for senior cadets. —
Daily Telegraph

[d Sgt Paul Collins, a former Para now
known as the Rev Je Kan and world leader
of the Shin Gon Shu Buddhist nursing order
based in Switzerland, paid a visit to an
Army field hospital during an exercise at
Bordon, Hants. — Aldershot News

1 The Order of the British Empire may be
renamed to remove the reference to colo-
nialism as part of a shake-up of the honours
system. It would become the Order of
British Excellence under proposals to the
Panel 2000 advisory group reassessing the
United Kingdom's image abroad. — Daily
Telegraph

1 The Foreign Office said that the Falk-
land Islands would not be discussed on
President Menem of Argentina’s visit to
London in November. — Daily Telegraph

Coastal break stretches London s EOD terriers

THE largest Territorial Army
bomb disposal exercise in
Hampshire since the Second
World War took place when
more than 100 men and women
from 101 (London) Engineer
Regiment (EOD)(V) practised
their role of UK defence in the
event of war by dealing with a
series of unexploded bomb situ-
ations in key locations in and
around Portsmouth.

Tasks were radioed in to them
over a 48-hour period from an
exercise headquarters at Fort
Southwick. Among the task

locations for dealing with unex-
ploded bombs and terrorist
devices were Portsmouth’s
Royal Dockyard, warships in the
harbour, local naval establish-
ments, Marchwood Military
Port and gas and water installa-
tions.

Last year 101, the only TA
bomb disposal engineer regi-
ment, received national media
coverage when its personnel
recovered  trial  “bouncing
bombs” used by the Second
World War Dam Busters in the
sea off Reculver, Kent.

LCpl Steve Jones was one
of 200 TA REME soldiers
from Wales and western
England who took part in
a gruelling 48-hour exer-
cise at Swynnerton, Staffs

@ A simulated road traffic acci-
dent and an NBC incident tested
the medical and first aid capabili-
ties of Grantham-based 160
Transport Regiment RLC (V)
when the TA unit travelled to Sal-
isbury Plain for its annual camp.
Commanding officer Lt Col Allan
Hamilton said: “With imagination
and a good scenario, you can gain
immense training value from rela-
tively few resources. Our medics’
casualty simulation was first class.”

@ Five recruits from the British
Dependent Territory of St Helena
have enlisted in the British Army.

SOLDIER



“It might be all the rage in
British Airways but here
we stick to NATO green!”
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“Anybody fancy telling him the real reason we landed up here?”

L
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Who dares . ..

For hang-glider pilots the sky is the limit when it comes to cheap
thrills, as our reporter found out when he jumped off a hill at the
Joint Services Hang Gliding and Paragliding Centre in Wales

Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston
HANGING there above the Brecon Bea-
cons, I suddenly came over all poetic. A
line or two from aviator-poet John Magee,
almost forgotten since schooldays, came
cheekily to my mind. I have slipped the
surly bonds of Earth, and danced the Skies on

miles away in Crickhowell. I did so, and to
my delight the craft responded.

“Now try to bring it down,” shouted
Roger. I suspected that he was simply
going to haul me ground-ward if I forgot
the instructions, but I wasn’t going to do
that. I leaned into the control bar, and,
sure enough, the nose dipped. I took |,

You too can hang glide:

The Joint Service Hang Gliding and
Paragliding Centre is at Cwrt-Y-Gollen

a bead on Roger about 20ft below,
remembering one of his gems of

laughter-silvered wings.
It was very silly, of course. Here I was on

my first day of a hang-gliding course,
barely off the ground, and heart in my
mouth. I was about as likely to dance in
the sky that day as I was to watch a football
match this summer in France. Looking
down, it was abundantly clear that I hadn’t
slipped any bonds at all.

I was flying, but I wasn’t very high and
two very tangible nylon ropes firmly
attached me to the good-natured and
patient flying instructor Roger de Cover-
ley’s iron grip.

Halfway through my first day of basic
training, I was anchored to the ground
like a kite. But still . . . there was some-
thing wonderful about it, and I was just
beginning to get the faintest suggestion of
an inkling of a clue about the poet’s inspi-
ration.

Getting into the air, even in my
clumsy style, had been a doddle.
At the summit of the hill the wind
was strong, and merely by raising
the nose of this minimalist glider
the floppy wings had begun to lift.
There was none of that hell-for-
leather running down a hill (that
would come later). With Roger
leaning back against the wind and
the ropes, I just went straight up.

Thank goodness for those
ropes. As the wind whistled
through the wires and up my
trouser legs, I knew that if my
“bonds of earth” snapped, I would
be blown violently backwards. I
had been told that a hang glider
can act like a protective cage —
“just let go and curl up like a ball”
— but that gave me little comfort

I concentrated on what I was
doing. Poetry could wait. Roger,
shouting to be heard above the
wind, told me to try some of the
manoeuvres which we had been
introduced to during the theory
session back at the school a few

advice. “The dangerous bit is near
the ground. When you are up
there, a hang glider will fly itself.”

I returned to mother Earth with
a bang, flopped forward on my stomach
(which you are not supposed to do) and
looked up into Roger’s grinning face. I
had crossed the first hurdle, and it felt
very good.

This had been the culmination of a fas-
cinating first day which began with
videos and some light lectures in the well-
equipped classrooms. The idea was to
instil into the class — apart from me they
were men and women from all three Ser-
vices and a sprinkling of officer cadets —
some essential understanding of a form
of flight which has an honourable, if

Kite flying, Brecon Beacons style

slightly eccentric, history.

Apart from hot air balloons, hang glid-
ing was the earliest form of manned flight.
People were leaping off mountains strap-
ped to birdcage-like contraptions in the
19th century, although the frequently
lethal devices were put away as soon as
the Wright brothers took off at Kittyhawk.
It was only in the mid-70s that sports
flyers realised it might be fun to go back to
basics.

With safer synthetic material for wings
and struts the new generation of craft
were capable of thrilling performance and
much greater safety. The sport quickly
became a symbol for trendy dare-devil

types.
BLOSSOMED

Lectures over, we were taken outside to
inspect a dismantled glider, learn how to
assemble it, and carry out the vital safety
checks. What it was like for a 19th century
pilot assembling his birdcage I have no
idea, but today it is easy. Most struts and
rigging wires remain attached even when
the dismantled craft is tucked into its
sausage-shaped bag.

We simply slid the king post (the main
member supporting the wing and from
which the pilot’s harness is suspended)
along the tubular spine of the glider and
locked it into place. The glider blossomed
into its full form, and then it was just a
matter of inserting glass-fibre battens into
the sail (the fabric wing) to give it the nec-
essary aerodynamic shape. Finally, we
locked everything together with studs and
split pins.

A set of initials helped us to remember
the checking procedure which would
ensure we did not go the way of so many
19th century birdcage pilots. SWANK
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Free at last. Well, just a little rope

stands for Sail, Wires, Airframe, Nuts-
and-Bolts and the King Post. Forget the
Sail and you could be in serious aerial,
not to mention verbal, trouble, but run a
cautious hand and eye over all these bits,
and, all being well, the craft is ready for
the air.

And we were almost ready, too. A quick
session on the static trainer and we had the
basics. Trussed up in the canvas harness
and suspended beneath the simulator’s
king post, we clutched the broad base of
the triangular control bar, the only control.
Roger told us what to do and we followed
with the actions, changing notional direc-
tion and altitude simply by shifting body
weight. And so I was prepared for my brief
but satisfying time as a human kite,

Next day we were -back up on the hill-
side ready for our first real flight, even if it
was not yet to be a truly free one. We were
to control the craft, but the instructors
and fellow class members would hang on
to wing-tip and nose tethers. That suited
me fine. The last thing I wanted to do on
my second day was go for the world alti-
tude record.

I chatted to Steve Air, a signaller from
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Nuneaton who had returned to complete
a course he had been forced to abandon
in January due to bad weather. Steve
knew a lot more about the sport than I
and he wasn’t short of gung-ho either.
“It’s a good laugh when you crash-land,”
he said breezily. “You always do to start
with.”

With a little trepidation I stepped into
the harness, hooked a carabiner to the
king post and listened carefully to Roger’s
instructions. “Take big steps, keep the
nose down to build up speed, then trans-
fer your hands to the control bar. Keep

in Crickhowell, Wales. Two-week

courses are run there throughout the
year, and are open to all Servicemen

and women. They cost just £50.
Contact David Fenwick on 01874
623111 ext 3260 or (mil) 735 3260.

For general information about the

sport, contact the British Hang

Gliding and Paragliding Association

on 0116 2611322

\

your eyes on your target and relax.”

“LAUNCHING,” bellowed Roger,
warning all but the suicidal to get out of
the way. I belted down the hill with Steve,
Roger and another student pilot careering
behind on the safety ropes. Sooner than I
had thought possible, I was running in
mid air, so I gulped hard, raised my legs
and pushed away from the bar. Up I went,
higher than yesterday and much more
free. I fixed my eyes on the landmark, and,
realising I was veering away from the
wind, exerted a little weight on the right
wing to get back on course. Then the
ground was coming to meet me. I strug-
gled to remember the instructions, and
pushed the bar forward to stall the glider,
bringing my feet back onto terra firma.
Suddenly I was running again, then, inex-
plicably, I was flat on my stomach.

My first landing had not quite been a
crash, and as my last day went on they got
better. Even more pleasingly, the flights
became a little longer, although I did not
get to the stage where I could fly unteth-
ered. I was envious of the class who stayed
on for the remainder of the course, at the
end of which they would receive a small
but significant scrap of paper conferring
on them the title “Elementary Pilot”.

One day I hope I’ll be back to collect
mine; one day when I can truly slip the
“surly bonds of Earth”.




My Army: Ji DAVIDS©)]

Interview: Karen Moseley
Main picture: Terry Champion

JIM Davidson’s wallet, a somewhat
scruffy, camouflaged nylon object, is not
what you would expect one of the coun-
try’s best-known television comedy stars
to carry.

But the reason is revealing. “It
belonged to Paul Hill, late of the SAS,
who was my best mate,” he explained. “I
always carry it. We met at Hereford and
spent a number of Christmases together,
he came and helped me pick up my
ot -

His friend was killed while on a
“little job”. Jim went to his funeral
and still puts flowers on his grave.

The relationship Jim Davidson
has built up with soldiers from the
time he did his first show for troops
in Northern Ireland in 1974 is
strong and enduring. Since the
Falklands War he has always
offered his services free, and when-
ever he is paid he gives the money
to Service charities. For more than
20 years he has entertained sol-
diers all over the world with his
inimitable brand of humour — from
huge shows in Northern Ireland,
Cyprus, Bosnia and the Falklands down
to a tiny one for six people in a dug-out in
the Middle East.

HOLIDAY JOB

“Even when I went on holiday in
Cyprus I would end up doing shows
there,” he said, “I love it. It depends on
different things to make a good show . . .
with The Parachute Regiment a good one
is one where you get off the stage alive.

“The best visit was a secret one to
Beirut in 1983. That was organised by
Maggie (as in Thatcher) . . . well, her
people, anyway. I had to join the Army for
three days for insurance purposes, so I've
got a certificate saying, ‘Jim Davidson
served with Her Majesty’s Forces for nil
years, three days.’ ”

He “joined” the Army again after the
Gulf War when he visited Saudi Arabia to
entertain the troops, and was accompa-
nied by an ex-SAS soldier who was work-
ing as a security guard for his production
company.

“We found out there was no alcohol in
Saudi so we drank three days’ worth on
the plane and I got off so pissed (The “p”
word cropped up frequently during the
interview, accompanied by great shouts of

Stand-up comedian
who became the
British Bob Hope,
entertaining and
visiting soldiers all
over the world

Forces' favourite

sternly by the regimental sergeant major.
Jim Davidson is a naturally funny,
warm-hearted man and it is not surpris-
ing he formed strong friendships within
the Army wherever he went. His links
with the SAS started in Belize in 1981 just
after the Iranian Embassy Siege.
“Everyone said, you mustn’t talk to
those guys. Well, of course, I steamed
straight in. We were doing a show there
and had been stuck in the sergeants’ mess
because of a hurricane. Afterwards I invit-
ed them to see my show at the London
Palladium.”

At the front: Jim with, from left
Plimley and Lt Mark Watters in Gornji Vakuf visiting the
memorial on the site where LCpl Wayne Edwards was shot

laughter). We drank that whole 747 dry,
me and Binky. I stood in line in Ryadh in
my little uniform with my short haircut
and a security person came up to me and
said: “This way, Colonel’. He obviously
thought if I was p...d I must be a
colonel.”

It would be missing the point to ignore
the part alcohol played during the early
days. He stopped drinking four vears ago,
but some of his best military stories are
connected with the bottle.

“When Combined Services Entertain-
ment (CSE) first asked me if I wanted to
go to Northern Ireland, I got 75 quid for
what seemed to me like going on the p...
for three days,” he recalled.

“I can hardly remember it, I was p.....
all the time. The drummer collapsed and
had to be taken to hospital. I was so hun-
gover I couldn’t focus at people and I
thought they must be cheering at me for
being p..... at 0930 in the morning. Wow, I
thought, these are my people.”

His drinking sessions with the Army
were legendary. He roared with laughter
as he remembered being carried out of
the sergeants’ mess of the Scots Guards in
Chelsea at midnight on one wet and cold
Armistice Day after being spoken to

, LCpl Phil Bird, Fus Gregg

He lost touch with them a few
months later when they went to the
Falklands. After the war he rang
the regiment but was stumped
when asked for names . . . he knew
them only as Taff and Scouse. He
did however have a picture of them
in the audience at Airport Camp
in Belize, so one morning an un-
named soldier turned up at
Thames Television, identified them
from the photograph, and Jim was
invited for the first of many visits to
Hereford.

“I think soldiers like me because
I have the same mentality as them —
work hard, play hard, and I'll
always be on the p... with them,” he said.
“I’ve got a bit older now though, so that’s
stopped a bit.

SICK HUMOUR

“I think all British forces have a sick
sense of humour . . . great fun, though. The
British Army sense of humour is just the
best, it really is. Denzil Connick, a Welsh
Para who had a leg blown off in the Falk-
lands, signed a map of the Falklands, gave
me a grid reference, and said if I was ever
down there to go and look for it.”

It was the same Denzil Connick who
had Jim open-mouthed and then con-
vulsed with laughter when they joined
Simon Weston at the bar and Denzil said:
“Oh Simon, we was just talking about
you, was your ears burning again?”

Davidson has stopped performing live
and no longer puts on shows for the
Army, although he is happy to visit units
on morale-boosting tours. This month he
joins The Parachute Regiment in Ald-
ershot to commemorate the Falklands
War. At the age of 44 he feels, rightly
or wrongly, that he can no longer relate
to young soldiers and accepts that
humour has changed from when he first
started making soldiers laugh.
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“Some of the jokes I used to do
in 1976 are just not acceptable
today. For instance, black guys
don’t talk like West Indians any
more and women are accepted in
the Armed Forces now. Years ago,
when it was new, it was fun.

“I’'m certainly beginning to
feel my age, particularly when
the assistant to the Secretary of
State, a lieutenant colonel, walks
in and I realise I knew him when
he was a young lieutenant in
Germany.”

Although he no longer enter-
tains the troops himself, he has
been working out a way to get top
shows and names to entertain the
Forces free. His plans are at a
preliminary stage but he has a
firm idea of what he wants to do.

“T’ve done a big study on the
way the Americans do it. I don’t
think that soldiers should have
to pay for their entertainment, so
I’m experimenting with ways to
get it to the troops for nothing.

“There are a lot of artists out
there who want to give some-
thing. Phil Collins has told me
he wants to get out to Sarajevo
and I've been told that groups
like AC/DC want to go as well.

“My ambition is to get Ben
Elton to entertain an overseas
garrison. I'd love that - to go
with him and watch.”

He firmly believes in the value
of live entertainment. When told

Another audience in the palm of his hand . . . Jim Davidson doing what he does best

that it was not necessary to put
on a show in Cyprus and that he
was needed more in Bosnia, his
answer was simple. “Soldiers
need to be thanked wherever
they are, they need to be appre-
ciated for what they’re doing. A
soldier is still a soldier whether
he’s fighting a war or peeling
spuds.”

@ Fancy a go on Jim’s
Generation Game?
Ring 0181 225 6108 or
0181 225 7558 for an
application form, and
remember you have to
be a generation apart —
for example, mother
and son, father and
daughter or mother-in-
law and son-in-law.

’cos they knew he liked
them. I’'ve never known
soldiers like a politician
before - apart from
Maggie (as in Thatcher).”

Whenever Jim went to
do a show for troops he
took a television crew
with him and over the

His staunch support of troops
on operational duty has had him rubbing
shoulders with prime ministers and
senior politicians. Their names drop from
his lips unself-consciously, but it is obvi-
ous that he got on as well with them as
with soldiers.

“I liked old Nicholas Soames. The
troops really loved him and used to give
him his own little song: “You fatb...... ,you
ate all the pies’. As soon as you mentioned
him they burst into song, they loved him
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years has built up a series
of programmes which he
hopes to sell to one of the TV channels.

Much of the work Jim Davidson does
for the Services is behind the scenes and
unpublicised. An example of this was
organising and paying for the mother of
LCpl Wayne Edwards, the first British
soldier to be killed in Bosnia, to visit the
memorial built to her son on the site
where he was shot in Gornji Vakuf.

This is all despite the fact that he is
frantically busy. As well as his television

shows, Big Break and The Generation
Game, he is producing seven pantomimes
this year and is working on three musicals
which he hopes will get to the West End.
He has also contacted BFBS and asked
them if they would like him to do a
Sunday morning radio show for them on
the Family Favourites line.

He pauses to think when asked why he
feels the need to support and entertain
soldiers. “It’s like the old Rudyard Kipling
poem,” he said, “It’s Tommy this, an’Tommy
that an’ ‘Chuck him out the brutel’, But it’s
‘Saviour of his country’ when the guns begin
to shoot” People complaining about the
Forces, Harriers keeping them awake all
night, the Paras in Aldershot . . . but as
soon as there’s a war it’s ‘Go on boys, go
get ‘em’.

“I don’t think I’m any more patriotic
than anyone else, I just like the feeling of
belonging.”




Images

The Army estate boasts an amazing
range of fauna and flora, protected
from the ravages of intensive
farming and creeping urbanisation

AS heavily camouflaged troops creep towards their
objective, they might not have time to spare a
thought for the wildlife all around them on the train-
ing area. Good fieldcraft will ensure that they are
not spotted by the enemy, although lots of other eyes

. powers of visio
which make theut

The crumbling side of an old tr 'ch‘may
c ntain the burrows of rare wasps and some of the
pools ma_d‘c by tank tracks are home to the fairy
mp. Water-filled shell craters, too, are ideal sites
di‘agonﬂxes and ne' ;
preserved vast areas
, with the result that some
: shelter have pros-
pered. In some places, butterflies may be seen in
profusion just as they might a century ago . . . before
the arrival of chemical sprays.

CAREFUL MANAGEMENT

Some of this happened by chance, but much of it
is due to careful and sympathetic management by
the MoD’s Defence Land Agents and their staff.

Soldiers need natural surroundings in which to
train, not the blasted heaths and mud-baths familiar
at Soltau and elsewhere. Woodlands should contain
small clearings for tactical reasons, but these can
also help flora and fauna. Heathlands profit from
some grazing by animals, such as the water buffalo
on the Barrosa training area in Berkshire, and many
pools have been created so that troops may practise
watermanship skills.

It all adds up to the finest estate for wildlife in the
United Kingdom . . . and soldiers are being encour-
aged to keep it that way.

For archaeology too, the Army is exceptional.
More than 2,500 ancient monuments can be found
on Salisbury Plain Training Area alone /1o be the sub-
Jject of a separate fearure]. Which is why troops are
asked to take care not to dig in those humps and
bumps . . . they may contain bones of someone’s
very distant ancestors.

Conservation on Army land is co-ordinated by
the MoD Conservation Office, part of the Defence
Estate Organisation and situated in Aldershot. Its
magazine, Sanctuary, is available free. For a copy, or
more details about conservation, ring 01252
348989 or (mil) 722 3989.
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CLOSE PROTECTION

Excel Protection have been providing Bodyguards to
the rich and famous for over 10 years. We also train
Bodyguards. We could train YOU for a new career, call
or write for our free information pack.
Excel Protection, The Coach House, West Street,
Epsom, Surrey KT18 7RL
Tel: 01372 72 62 52

~ Please mention SOLDIER when
r:epl_ylng to advertisements

NO WIN - NO FEE

FARNBOROUGH
AIR SHOW 98

INVOSHIRE require drivers for temp position
7th-13th Sept 98 for the

FARNBOROUGH AIR SHOW
Car, petrol, telephone, etc supplled
~ Wages: - £400 plus

Please call: 0171-880 4899/4808
for full details
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ACCIDENT VICTIMS

SERVICE PERSONNEL HAVE EXACTLY
THE SAME RIGHTS AS
CIVILIANS WHEN IT
COMES TO
COMPENSATION

GKN Westland
Design Services

® All Personal Injuries

® RTA Driver/Passenger

@ Criminal Injuries

@ Industrial Injuries/Diseases/Deafness/R.S.I

® Includes all Service personnel and their
families, at home or abroad.

J.Arnold & Company

Tyson House, 29 High Street,
Heckmondwicke,
West Yorkshire WFI16 0JA
Tel/Fax: 00 44 1924 411121

0800 214086

EXCEPTIONAL

AEROSPACE
CUSTOMER SUPPORT
OPPORTUNITIES

T SHATS & SWERTHRTS

SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF PRINTED
AND EMBROIDERED GARMENTS

SEND NOW FOR OUR .
PRICE L1sT

10 PARK ROAD, WOODTHORPE
NOTTINGHAM NG5 4HR

TEL: 0115 9676262 FAX: 0115 9263599

VISTA TIES

ARE TIE MANUFACTURERS AND CAN SUPPLY
YOUR EXISTING TIE OR DESIGN YOU A NEW
ONE. PLEASE SEND US A PICTURE OF YOUR
CREST, CYPHER OR MOTIF, WE WILL POST A
FREE COLOURED VISUAL WITH A QUOTATION.
Over 300 individual Regimental Designs
held in stock.

TZES

286 HIGH STREET, MERSTHAM,SURREY.RH1 3EA.
TEL:01737 645113 FAX:01737 6458692

Over 100 personnel are required in Customer Support roles working
on the latest civil and military aircraft projects at various locations in
the UK and Atlanta, America. All these positions are long-term
opportunities, either permanent or contract, working for major
international Aerospace organisations.

THIS REPRESENTS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR THE FOLLOWING

CANDIDATES:

* Ex Armed Forces with fixed and/or rotary wing maintenance or
aircrew experience, or appropriate skills;

* Qualified and/or licensed engineers, from general engineering and
aerospace industries, experience in the required skills, though not
necessarily gained in a customer support role;

» Newly graduated engineers with relevant skills knowledge.

THE SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE REQUIRED FOR THESE

ROLES INCLUDE:

* Logistics Provisioning and Modelling * Logistics Support Analysis

* |LS Planning * Reliability and Maintainability * Supportability
(Hardware/Software) * Training Needs Analysis * Qualified Instructors;
* Mathematical Modelling * Facilities Management * Computer Based
Training * Simulator Experience # Project Management ¢ Systems Safety
For further information or to register your interest in these
opportunities please phone: 01935 403205 or 01935 403209

Or send your CV with covering letter by fax: 01935 411157,
e-mail: 101575.2411@compuserve.com (text format) or post to:
Resource Group, GKN Westland Design Services Limited,

Brunel House, Houndstone Business Park, Yeovil, Somerset, BA22 8RT.

Please quote ref: SO/23/98.

RESO UR < KE
R<COLIF

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

(GUARD SERVICE

Are you over 18? Interested in joining the Ministry of Defence
Guard Service as a Civilian Security Officer Grade 5?

Career opportunities (for both men and women) now exist in the
Aldershot area.

Duties include checking identification of personnel, patrols inside
and outside buildings and checking vehicles moving in and out of
the area. Opportunities may exist to transfer to the dog handling sec-
tion.

Excellent benefits package inc 25 days paid leave and non-
contributory pension scheme.

Salary Scale: £8353 — After training £9061 rising to £11567 pa plus
shift allowance and weekend premiums.

All new entrants will be required to pass a medical examination and
successfully complete a foundation course. Must be prepared to
work shift rosters (including night duty) as required.
Contact: Civil Admin Office,

HQ 5 Ab Bde & Aldershot Garrison,

Arnhem Barracks,Aldershot

Telephone: 01252 340038/340039

THE MOD IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

SOLDIER




Kitstop

Smoke gets in your

eyes?

BOLLE, the protective eye-
wear specialists, have very
wisely recognised that
soldiers have differ-
ent and much high-
er requirements for
good quality goggles
than the average civ-
ilian user, writes
Graham Bound.

Military training and operational
duties subject kit to levels of punishment
which far exceed those of motor-cyclists, skiers
and other recreational users. What is more, bulky
military helmets mean that the average civilian
goggles give a poor and uncomfortable fit.

The company has come up with a range of 13
goggles designed specially for the fighting man or
woman. Bollé’s “tactical eye protection”, as the
company calls its soldier-friendly kit, comes in
unobtrusive heavy-duty black and NATO green
plastic frames (other colours by special order).

Protruding lugs ensure a snug fit by taking
the elastic head band a few centimetres out from

the side of the face and comfortably
around the helmet. Double grooves in sev-
eral models allow for more than one lens to be
fitted at once, including a specially-developed
filter which protects the eyes against lasers.

In one model the problem of fogging has been
significantly reduced by the introduction of
double lens and a thermal barrier.

Several varieties of the new goggles are cur-
rently being trialled by NATO armies and the
Defender model has already been issued to
Dutch troops in Bosnia.

For details of stockists, contact Bolle on 01202
824535.

Bollé and Soldier
have one pair of
Defender tactical

goggles (pictured)
to give to a lucky
reader. If you
would like these to
grace your face,
just answer the fol-
lowing question
and send it with
your name and
address in an enve-
lope addressed to
Goggles Competi-
tion, Soldier,
Parson’s House,
Ordnance Rd,
Aldershot, Hants,
GU11 2DU. Answers
must be received by
June 30, 1998.

Q: How many

types of “tactical
goggles” are pro-
duced by Bollé?

The first correct answer
out of the hat will win.

Cobra gives gunners more bite

THE ARMY will soon be
taking delivery of a world-

artillery units by detecting and
tracking incoming missiles,

..._F
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beating  bartlefield  radar mortar bombs and shells.
system. The new Counter Bat- Development has been over-
tery Radar (COBRA) is seen by the Abbey Wood-based

expected to give British troops
the ability to respond swiftly
and accurately to enemy

S0l _ gramme

Procurement Executive and
the multi-national COBRA
programme based in Ger-
many. Britain signed a £350
million  collaborative  pro-
with

France and Germany in
March and delivery of seven
COBRAs destined for the
British Army is expected to
start in 2001.

The vehicle-mounted radars
will be capable of tracing hun-
dreds of rounds simultaneous-
ly. Such is the sophistication of
the system that it will be able to
detect the rounds, identify
them and locate their exact
source within 30 seconds.
Within a few minutes it will
have sent the co-ordinates to
friendly artillery and be relo-
cating to a new defensive posi-
tion.

The kit will be operated by
just two soldiers, working
within a protected command
centre also mounted on the
vehicle.

It is expected that COBRA
will be particularly useful in a
peace-keeping role, where
forces breaking cease-fires can
quickly be identified and dealt
with.
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RUGBY

RAF 7, Army 23

THE ARMY overcame a purposeful
Royal Air Force team by 23 points to
seven at Kingsholm, Gloucester to retain
the Willis Corroon Inter-Services champi-
onship in some style.

In a pulsating first half, the Army had to
repel a kamikaze-style frontal attack
before they took control and played posi-
tive, if sometimes erratic rugby.

The RAF flanker Simon Hill opened
the scoring with a deserved try under the
posts. They might have increased the
advantage but for resolute and confident
defence on the Army line.

However, skipper Julian Brammer
seized the initiative once and for all when

Home from home: Gen
Sir Roger Wheeler, left,
Chief of the General
Staff and president of
the ARU, boots the new
Army rugby stadium into
commission in Queens
Avenue, Aldershot.

Situated next door to
the Military Stadium -
the old home of Army
rugby — the new facility
gives the sport a safer
playing area unfettered
by a running track.

The stadium is the
latest boost to the
Army’s sporting facilities
at Aldershot. Future pro-
jects include an eight-
land Olympic 50m
swimming pool within a
physical and recreation-
al training centre. It will
also include a gymnasi-
um and squash courts.
Work is due to start in
the autumn and be com-
pleted during 2000.

® Defending champi-
ons 7 Para RHA won the
Army sevens, the first
competition to be staged
in new stadium. They
beat SEME Bordon in the
final.

he asked Howard Graham to kick for
points rather than position, which he did
nervelessly. The airmen may have led 7-3
at half-time, but the Army were by then in
the driving seat.

Ken Lawson, the Army coach, had
insisted on patience under pressure,
which was not tested for too long after the
interval. Yet again it was Rob Abernethy
who took a wide ball from the flamboyant
Simon Pinder to spring on the reverse
angle through a tired and flat-footed Air
Force defence.

Ironically, the RAF’s brave all-out
assault had reduced key players in their
pack and the central defence to a near
standstill. Abernethy’s try was converted

Champions - again

by Graham, who added a well-executed
drop goal to give the Army a 16-7 lead,
effectively putting the game beyond the
airmen.

The Army had by half-time also won
the physical warfare battle and, for the
final 30 minutes, dominated in both
attack and defence. To crown a splendid
championship, Rory Jones launched him-
self at the RAF back line from fully 50m.
Raw speed and power enabled the Para
gunner to break through and score almost
unopposed. Graham converted to cement
the victory and Brammer and vice-captain
Peter Curtis collected the Army-RAF
Shield and Willis Corroon Bowl from
Peter Brooks, president of the RFU.
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A CROWD of 25,000 partisans saw the
Army destroy the Royal Navy by 36 points
to 22 at Twickenham to retain the Willis
Corroon Trophy, writes Roger Thomp-

son.

Fielding international representatives
Maj Rob Wainwright and Cpl Mattie
Stewart of Scotland and Capt Brian John-
son of England A, the Army provided a
superb, free-flowing exhibition of hard,
fast rugby to score six excellent tries.

This style contrasted markedly with the
Navy, who stuck to their traditions by
pounding up and down the shortest dis-
tance to the Army tryline. A somewhat
dull but not wholly ineffective tactic pro-
duced two lamentably soft tries from
short-range penalties.

A measure of the entertainment value
was that the 1998 match (played in unex-
pected sunshine) provided the highest
aggregate of tries — ten — and points — 58 —
since the fixture began in 1907.

The Army pack skirmished fiercely,

SOLDIER June 1998

dominating
the ball if
not always
the close-
quarters
confronta-
tion against
a very much
heavier naval scrum. With parity in the
tight pieces, Sgt Pete Curtis and Capt
Miles Hayman commanded the lineouts,
downloading a stream of clean ball for
Maj Simon Pinder at scrumhalf. Pinder,
as ebullient as ever, turned the short-
range Navy defence inside out before the
back row of Wainwright, Sgt Giles Powell
and Gnr Andy Dawling provided immedi-
ate back-up.

Pinder, recycled from his initial foray,
was always on hand to rifle the ball
towards the threequarters where Lt Will
Kefford and Sgt Andy Sanger skilfully
controlled midfield proceedings.

Accelerating or holding the ball up,
both centres timed their distribution to
wingers Gnr Rory Jones and Johnson to
perfection. Ironically, the second Army
score came from a penalty try after the
Navy had cynically breached the offside
line time and again.

The unknown ingredient was invaribly
fullback Capt Rob Abernethy, crucially

It’s ours: Army skipper Maj Julian Brammer lifts the Willis
Corroon Trophy after his side had beaten the Royal Navy
36-22 at a sunny Twickenham. On the left of the photo-
graph, Gen Sir Roger Wheeler, Chief of the General Staff,
applauds the Army’s victory. Behind him is Capt Tim Lau-
rence RN, husband of the Princess Royal

What'’s on? Maj Simon Pinder (No 9), the Army scrumhalf,
weighs up his options as his forwards secure another
good ball. Scotland and Lions flanker Maj Rob Wainwright
(headband) reads the game from the far side of the ruck

inserting himself to overload the naval
defence at key points. It was his swift draw
and beautifully timed pass that enabled
Johnson to score the best try of the match.

He sprinted from his 22, veered outside
and infield fully 50m before deftly chip-
ping the ball over a desperate defence and
winning the sprint to the line. Heady stuff
for the spectators.

Abernethy tackled like a locomotive and
also scored two exceptional tries, a feat
matched by Dawling, the open side
flanker with a huge engine and limitless
fuel tank. He has speed, courage and an
innate ability to be on hand to attack or
defend . . . watch this space next season.

This was a relatively new Army team.
Seven players were presented with their
honours caps and ties after the match by
Gen Sir Roger Wheeler, President of the
ARU.

It is difficult to criticise such an enter-
taining performance but it would, howev-
er, be equally wrong to suggest perfection.
This team currently lacks the ruthlessness
to turn the screw, as might an Australian
or New Zealand team. A few individuals
became a little light-headed and lost the
main threads of the plot. They were, in
purple patches, good enough to merit 60
points against the Navy and therefore
could be said to have under-achieved.

Pictures: Mike Weston
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BASKETBALL

Lee’s so valuable

CAPT Tim Brown was the top scorer with
23 points as 27 Transport Regiment RL.C
beat 22 Regiment RA 64-52 in the climax
to the Army basketball finals day at Maida
Gym in Aldershot.

But 27’s LCpl Lee Loveridge was voted
most valuable player for his outstanding
contribution. Bdr Neil Wilson (23) and
Sgt Chris Miller (17) top-scored for the
gunners.

The minor unit final was won by 3
Armoured Field Ambulance, 107-74 vic-
tors over Training Regiment and Depot
RLC. Cpl Carl Black scored an amazing
83 points for the champions and it was no
surprise when he received the most valu-
able player award. SSgt Johnson scored an
impressive 46 points for the losers.

Cpl Deb Sutton scored 14 points for 27
Transporter Regiment RLC in their 34-18
win over 3 (UK) Division and Signal Reg-
iment in the women’s final and was named
Most valuable player. SSgt Steph Paul
notched up ten points
for the signallers.

Capt (Retd) Dave
Maw (Combat Engi-
neer School) received
the Chris Bunnet
Trophy in recognition
for his lifetime’s ser-
vices to Army basket-
ball. Mary Brown, a
civil servant with the

Armed Forces Per-
sonnel Administra- Mary Brown
tion Agency at

Worthy Down, who officiated at the Army
match against England in May, was pre-
sented for the second time with the annual
Fullbrook Trophy for services to table
officiating.

Fullbrook Trophy:

On the ball: Sgt Chris Miller (no 12) of 22 Regiment RA sets up an attack against 27 Regi-
ment RLC in the major unit men’s basketball final at Aldershot. Also in the thick of the
action are Capt Tim Brown (11), LCpl Paul Blake (7) and Cpl Paul Dunn (second from right)

The season has been a remarkable one
for Army basketball, with the teams in red
making a clean sweep of Inter-Service
titles at all levels and a win for the Army at
the Caister 15th Festival of Basketball.

@ The Sennelager-based 3 Armoured
Field Ambulance team won the Army
Medical Services (Germany) basketball
title and the British Army (G) minor units
trophy, and were runners-up in the
league, and finished second in the Army
minor units tournament in the UK.

Army pair in top company

CPL Alan Shepherd, just named the
Army’s cross-country runner of the year,
led the Service to victory in the Inter-Ser-
vices marathon run in conjunction with
the London Marathon. He finished a
superb 28th — out of nearly 42,000 starters
— closely followed by WO2 Robin Bentley
not far behind in 36th place.

Shepherd (24 Armd Fd Amb) crossed
the line in 2hr 27min 12sec, Bentley in 2hr
29min 20sec, and Maj Nick Bateson, the
third scoring runner, in 2hr 37min 36sec.

The fact that two Army runners were
capable of finishing in the top 50 of one of

the world’s great marathon events speaks
volumes for the current quality of running
in the military. The RAF finished just over
four minutes behind on aggregate, with
the Royal Navy a distant third.

Athletes are reminded that the Army
marathon is to be held within the Man-
chester race on October 11. Entry forms
are already in circulation.

Shepherd’s runner of the vyear award
reflected his results over six major fixtures
in the cross-country season. The female
award went to Pte Alison O’Connor (7
Para RHA).

Airmen fail to

break Army’s
deadlock

RAF 14, Army 28

AFTER four years of trying, the Royal Air
Force have yet to beat the Army on home
soil. This match at RAF Uxbridge was not
to change the pattern, with the men in red
and white stripes scoring first through
SSgt Paul Roberts (REME), with LCpl
Darryl Cooper (RE) adding the conver-
sion.

Other tries were scored by Sgt Wayne
Braddock (R Sigs), Sgt Richard Nelson
(RE), Sgt Fred Oakes (REME), Sgt Andy
Sanger (RE) and LCpl Dean Ross (RE),
and several more were disallowed.

With the Royal Navy entering the com-
petition for the first time, Rugby League
in the Services has been given a shot in the
arm by Naafi, who signed up to sponsor
the tournament for the next five years.

The Navy lost 27-24 in their opening
match against the RAF.
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Goal-den gunners

edge out Infantry

THE Royal Artillery have won the Massey
Trophy . . . by scoring more goals than
their nearest rivals. The gunners won eight
of their ten fixtures, drew one and lost one
— an identical record to the Infantry.

But the gunners had fired in 53 goals
during the competition to the 31 scored by
the Infantry.

The Royal Logistic Corps finished
third, just a point behind after registering
eight wins and two defeats, with the Royal
Signals fourth after a record of seven wins.

Others in the table were: 5, REME; 6,
RE; 7, AGC; 8, RAC; 9, AAC; 10, APTC;
11, AMS.

The Fair Play Trophy was shared by the
AAC and the Signals.

Top-scorers in the competition were:
15, Stephenson (R Sigs) and Carter
(RLC); 12, Carruthers (RA); 9, Rhoddan
(Inf), Daly (AGC), Downes (REME) and
Keller (RA); 8, Wall (REME); 7,
Greechan (Inf), Ross (RE), Stoodley
(RA), Hall (APTC), Smith (AAC), Hope
(RLC) and Tweedle (RLC).

Results in the final round of Massey
Cup games were:

APTC 1, R Sigs 6; AGC 1, Infantry 1; RE 2,
RAC 1; RAC 4, APTC 3; RAC 3, AMS 1; AMS
4, APTC 7; APTC 1, RA 11; RE 0, R Sigs 0; RA
6, R Sigs 2; RA 4, RE 0; RAC 0, REME 1; R
Sigs 0, RLC 2; AMS 2, REME 11; RA 6, RLC 0;
Infantry 3, RLC 1; R Sigs 12, AAC 0; REME 4,
AAC 0; RA 2, REME 2; REME 1, RE 0; R Sigs
3, REME 2; RAC 1, RA 6.

® The Army Challenge Cup winners, 3
Battalion REME, beat HMS Seahawk, the
Royal Navy establishment champions, 2-0
in the opening game of the Jubilee Cup
tournament between the three Service
domestic cup-winners.

Hanks and Corner scored the all-impor-
tant goals at Arborfield. The competition
is won by the side racking up the most
goals, so 3 Bn REME's final game against
RAF Leeming at Catterick on May 26 was
crucial.

The “champions’ league” is sponsored
by Scottish Courage.

® More football - Page 45

RUGBY SEVENS

GS Regiment keep
their powder dry

THE Jajce sevens might not have been the
biggest competition of its type, but given
the venue it created a rare opportunity for
some enjoyable rugby in unusual circum-
stances.

Situated in the Vrbas valley in central
Bosnia, Jajce is home to elements of 26
Regiment RA, who set out to hold a regi-
mental tournament. But the event attract-
ed wide interest and had to be limited to
nine teams because the only pitch avail-
able was the local football stadium.

Posts were built and erected by the
REME and the ground marked with foot
powder, which worked well until it began
to rain.

Winners of the tournament were 2 Gen-
eral Support Regiment RLLC, who beat 35
Engineer Regiment by 26 points to seven
in the final. The losing finalists had arrived
in theatre just a few weeks before.
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The semi-finalists were 26 Regiment’s 16
Battery, and HQ MND. A Kiwi seven, the
favourites, were knocked out by 2 GS Regt
in the pool phase.

Other units taking part were 1st Battal-
ion, The King’s Own Royal Border Regi-
ment and 9th/12th Royal Lancers.

Two weeks later, 35 Engineer Regimen-
tal Group played their own inter-squadron
tens tournament on a modified football
pitch on the outskirts of Gornji Vakuf.
Long white poles were used to extend the
goalposts. Eventual winners were 37 Field
Squadron, who retained an unbeaten
record with victory over 77 Armoured
Engineer Squadron.

® The final of the British Army (Ger-
many) sevens tournament was won by 6
Supply Regiment RLC, who saw off a
spirited challenge by 280 (UK) Signal
Squadron.

SPORTING BRIEFS

Under-21 rugby

COMBINED Services U-21 rugby team
lost to England Students by 31-19 in their
final representative game of the season at
Twickenham. Spr Tony Richards, who
had an outstanding game, was voted man
of the match for the Services.

Surf champions

WINNERS of the Army kayak surf
championships were 8 Artillery Support
Regiment, while RMAS won the novice
title. The 1998 event will be held over the
weekend September 26-27 (details from
Capt Crowson on 726 3207).

Targets of clay

FIVE days of continuous competition by
the Army Clay Target Shooting
Association at Edge Hill resulted in a
close finish to the skeet championship.
Results were: 1, Daryl White (LI), 94;
John Porter (PWRR), 93; 3, Trevor
Fidgett (RE), 93; 4, Gerry Brown (RE),
92; 5, Davy Smyth (R Irish), 91.

Water skiing

The British Army Water-ski Association,
which is seeking official recognition from
the Army Sport Control Board, has been
offered corporate membership of one of
Europe’s biggest clubs, Princes in
Middlesex. More information from Capt
Gavin Whitehead AAC, at 660 Sqn,
DHES, RAF Shawbury, Shrewsbury SY4
4DZ (01630 698350).

Match-winners
SIG Matt Salmon (HQ 3
Div Sig Regt), right, and
Capt Ruth MacGill, below
right, also Royal Signals
and serving with the AAC
at Middle Wallop, won the
U-23 and woman player of
the tournament awards at
the Inter-Service hockey
championships, which were
dominated by the Army.

On target

THE Royal Irish Regiment retained the
inter-corps target rifle title at Bisley last
month, beating the Royal Engineers by
five points. The REME were third.

More from your lottery

FOR the third time in less than a year,
increased ticket sales in the Army Sports
Lottery have resulted in an increase in
prize money. Since the May 2 draw, the
weekly pool has been £8,500, with the
top prize rising to £3,200.

Power lifting

THE Combined Services power lifting
championships are at Bulford on July 18.
Details on Bovington 3604.
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HORSE TRIALS

Henchman's day in the

country

DARK eyes peered innocently out of a
coal black face. For a fleeting second there
was a temptation to give the silken muzzle
a stroke, writes Karen Moseley.

“Don’t go too near, he bites and kicks.
He likes a good fight,” came the warning
from Sgt Damian Gascoyne, his rider
from The King’s Troop, Royal Horse
Artillery.

King’s Henchman, a huge six-year-old
gelding, is the “Black” who was watched
by the world last summer as he led the
Princess of Wales’s funeral cortége with
Sgt Gascoyne on his back. But for the two
of them the sad events of that day were far
from their minds as they concentrated on
competing in the military novice section
of the Tidworth Army Horse Trials.

World’s riders

They were among more than 500 riders
who were taking part in the two one-day
horse trials in the grounds of Tedworth
House. The Army first ran horse trials in
Tidworth 40 years ago and the event now
attracts riders from all over the world.

Tidworth is always popular as it is held
only a week before Badminton, but this
year was particularly successful as many
other trials were cancelled because of
waterlogged courses.

Henchman and Sgt Gascoyne, who has
been riding since he was four years old,
had to complete all three phases of the
competition — dressage, show jumping
and cross country, and ended the day with

Pictures: Mike Weston

Black Beauty: King’s Henchman and Sgt Damian Gascoyne picked up third place in the mil-
itary novice class. Horse and rider led the funeral cortege of Diana, Princess of Wales

does it. These events are very good train-
ing for the horses. We do a lot of work with
people, so these give us a lot of practice.
The dressage and the show jumping
teaches discipline and it makes the horses
very versatile.”

The trials are not only good for the cer-
emonial horses. A number of the military
horses taking part came from the Defence
Animal Centre, where soldiers are taught
how to ride.

LCpl Susan Roberts, a veterinary tech-
nician who works at the school, said the
competitions had immense value for the
training of horses.

a highly satisfactory third
prize.

Henchman is a relative
newcomer to the world of
eventing and competed in
his first horse trials last
year. Once he has complet-
ed five clear rounds in the
cross country at novice
level he can move up into
the intermediate class.

“He loves these events,”
Sgt Gascoyne said. “Cross
country is his favourite, he
can really get going then.
He’s getting better at dres-
sage last year he
exploded all the time. I
have to lunge him for at
least half an hour before-
hand. He’s very fit: it’s
pulling all those guns that

- e 6 T, -
.

Pause for thought: New fences on the novice cross-country course at Ted-
worth House have been designed to challenge horses and riders

“It broadens their horizons and certain-

ly helps them in the school,” she said. “It’s
also good for them to have a change of
scenery.”

Nine jumps on the cross-country course

were completely rebuilt this year by Capt
Clive Bacon and his crew of helpers from

1st Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery. One

of the fences was constructed out of a
seven-and-a-half-ton beech tree.

“The novice course has had a good

rebuild,” Capt Bacon said. “The distance
is the same but there are a few new ques-
tion marks.”

The course designer, Sue Benson, was

trained by Capt Mark
Phillips, who originally
designed the Tidworth

course. “It was very gener-
ous of him to say I could do
it this year, and it was great
to have his encourage-
ment,” she said.

“Luckily we had a budget
which allowed us to do a
few special things. We used
a bit of new ground, which
is always nice for a design-
er.”

King’s Henchman had
obviously enjoyed his day
out in the country. He
headed back to his usual
surroundings in North
London with a few extra
treats in his feed and a new
rosette for his stable.
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FOOTBALL

Dutch treat for Services

Combined Services 4, Netherlands AF 0
COMBINED Services capped their four-
goal demolition of Belgium by hitting four
more past the Netherlands Armed Forces
at Aldershot to win the Kentish Cup,
writes Derrick Bly.

The Dutch team was down to nine men
for the final 20 minutes after two players
were red-carded, but Services were
already three goals up by then and cruis-
ing. The RAF’s SAC Maguire scored a
hat-trick, including a penalty, and naval
substitute Flint fired in the fourth.

Army 6, Army Youth 1

The Army brought the curtain down on
the final representative game of the
season, beating the youth team by six goals
to one at Browning Barracks, Aldershot.
Army chairman Brig Richard Rook pre-
sented trophies to Cfn George Calder,
voted youth player of the year by the
coaching staff, and Spr James Parker, the
youth players’ player of the year.

Sgt Tosh Williams was named senior
player of the year and SSgt Tony Wright
received a silver salver to commemorate
100 senior appearances.

Happy man: 3 Bn REME captain Sgt Taff
Edwards raises the Challenge Cup after his
Paderborn side had beaten 3 RSME

3 RSME 0, 3 Bn REME 2

IN a close Army Challenge Cup final at
Aldershot, Paderborn-based 3rd Battalion
REME ensure that the Wilsons Hogg
Robinson-sponsored trophy returned to
Germany, writes Derrick Bly.

Both teams had endured tense semi-
finals, eventually accounting for 3 (UK)
Div HQ and Sig Regt and 1 Cheshire.

The side from Germany went ahead in
the 16th minute when Sgt Shane Smith
made ground down the left and picked out
Sgt Corner who scored. Cfn Nunn got the
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Power punch: Army (Cyprus) goalkeeper WO2 Tony Armstrong (AGC(SPS)) punches clear

as Sgt John Limb (2 R Anglian) takes evasive action. Armstrong made several crucial saves
to deny the Royal Air Force, winners of the Cyprus Inter-Service football crown for the past
five years. Although the airmen dominated the game, second-half goals by Pte Richie Park
(1 L1) and LCpl Lawrie Lawrenson (RE) gave the Army an upset win.

The Army and RAF have each won 16 of these fixtures and there have been seven draws.

Army Cup returns to Germany

second 25 minutes from the end. Sapper
’keeper Phillips received the Bill Wilson
Memorial Trophy as man of the match.
ATR Lichfield 3, 14 Sup Regt RLC 1

In one of the most exciting minor cup
finals for many years, Army Training Reg-
iment Lichfield defeated Dulmen-based
14 Sup Regt RLC at the Military Stadium
by three goals to one. ATR were the better
side in the first half and opened the scor-

ing through Burrell. Minutes after the
interval a 14 Regt defender got a hand to a
bad bounce in the area and Cpl Parsons
scored from the resulting spot kick. The
loggies went on all-out attack and pulled a
goal back through Bond before conceding
a third minutes before the final whistle.
Mr John Brown of JBI International
Insurance Brokers Ltd, sponsors of the
competition, presented the trophy.

®



Force for good

Rocked.7

EARLY injuries scuppered the tri-Service
Gibraltar Provost and Security Unit’s
attempt at a world ladder-climbing record
but did not prevent the survivors raising
more than £2,000 in sponsorship for the
local Faith and Light charity and the
Princess Diana Memorial Fund.

The team of ten drawn from the Royal
Military Police, Royal Navy regulators,
Royal Air Force Police and Intelligence
Corps managed 44.2km in 24 hours,
about half the world record of 90.4km.

[ R |

Ballykinler-based B Company, 3rd
Battalion, The Royal Irish Regiment
arranged two days of football coaching for
local schoolchildren. Coaches from the
Irish FA were on hand to help.

a o o

Two teams of Royal Artillery soldiers
ran in relays from John O’Groats to
Land’s End in under 93 hours and raised
£7,500 for good causes. They bought a
£4,000 wheelchair for Matthew Brooke,
a ten-year-old with cerebral palsy, and
gave the balance to the British Limbless
Ex-Servicemen’s Association.

a a o
An auction of memorabilia at the Inter-
national Inn, Brunssum, home of

AFCENT, raised £3,500 for SSAFA
Forces Help and the Anthony Nolan
Bone Marrow Trust.
g a a
A 16-strong team from 22 Engineer
Regiment at Perham Down spent 24
hours motor-cycling bumping around a
rough-terrain circuit in pouring rain . . .
and raised £2,000 for the Army Benevo-
lent Fund.
a o O
Twelve soldiers from 19 Brigade
Headquarters serving in Bosnia
“rowed” the 278km from their base at
Banja Luka to Split — on exercise
machines — and collected more than
£1,000 to buy medicines for a Bosnian
girl suffering from a tumour.
a a a
Members of 19 Airmobile Field
Ambulance from Colchester handed out
dozens of teddy bears and other tovs to
severely handicapped children during an
exercise in Cyprus.
a a o
Soldiers, sailors and airmen based on
the Falklands attempted a Chinook-pull
to raise funds for the Seamen’s Mission in
Stanley and the Starlight Foundation.
But strong winds made the helicopter

®

uncontrollable so a
20-tonne (3-tonnes
more than a Chi-
nook) fuel bowser
was substituted.
The Navy won.
a o a

Twenty-one
members of Med-
ical Services in
Gibraltar ran a
charity Rock race
to collect cash for
the Gibraltar Soci-
ety for Cancer
Relief.

Q9 O Q

Medics from 207
(Manchester)
Field Hospital
(V) held a simulat-
ed trans-Atlantic
row using rowing
machines to cele-
brate the RAMC’s
centenary and raise
money for Broughton House Home for
Disabled Ex-Servicemen, the Army
Benevolent Fund and Hope Homes for
Children.

a o o
Two Royal Welch Fusiliers, CSgt Chris
Jones and Sgt Mike Owen from the

Going up: Climbers on the Rock are (back, from left) Cpl Yorkie
Oliver RAFP, Cpl Sean Kelly, Int Corps, Cpl Steve Smith RAFP, Cpl
Rob Nunn RMP, WO1 lan Commerford, Int Corps. Front, Mr Barry
Horne, Sqn Ldr Gary Horscroft RAFP, LReg Dave McCaffray RN, Cpl
Andy Hart RAFP and LReg Mac MacNaught RN Picture: Cpl Kev Jones RAF

Army Careers Office, Bangor, walked
37 miles from Bangor to Blaenau-Festin-
iog and raised £1,500 for the RWF
Museum in Caernarfon Castle. They
were accompanied by 60-vear-old Ken-
neth Williams, treasurer of the RWF
Comrades Association.

-

Questions of Rank

MY letter (March) was intended to refute the
statement that rank insignia were not worn
by Scottish regiments in the Great War and
to indicate the official reason for the whole
system being discarded.

In a footnote, the late Hugh Howton main-
tained that the policy on rank insignia, on the
lower sleeves, of officers in the Great War
was changed on the grounds of conceal-
ment.

With the huge expansion of the Army in
1914 it soon became apparent that it did not
make much sense to continue the expen-
sive business of embroidering officers’
sleeves when the addition of a simple star
(pip) to the shoulder strap was much simpler
and cheaper.

During the smoke-filled, mud-splattered
trench warfare of the Western Front, sleeve
insignia, which in today’s terms was sub-
dued (khaki on khaki) was virtually indistin-
guishable at more than a few feet.

Officers were easily recognised by the cut
of their uniforms, some features of which

For the record

were breeches, leather boots and belts,
open-necked collars, whistles (soon con-
cealed) and revolvers on lanyards.

Many officers soon learned to carry rifles.
Both the French and lItalian Army officers
continued to wear lower-sleeve rank
insignia until the end of the Second World
War; the French continue to do so today on
their dress uniforms, but these were of a
more simplified form. — Lt-Cdr W M Thorn-
ton RNR, Southall, Middlesex.

One over the eight
IN Reviews (March) you said that in 1899

Hitler was born and Churchill decided to join
the Army. By then, however, Churchill had
already taken part in two wars and was about
to go to South Africa for his third. In Hitler's
case he would have been 15 at the start of
the First World War. - SSG Sandberg, Mil-
waukee, USA; e-mail: desoto2@juno.com

® Oops, for 1899 read 1889. A mere digit,
but think how it could have changed the
course of history. Well spotted.
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Logistics Battalion
Families’/Recruiting Day

The Logistics Battalion, 5 Airborne Brigade is holding a
Battalion Families Day at Browning Bks, Aldershot on
20 June 98.

As part of this day the Battalion is also holding a
recruitment morning which is open to all members of

RLC and REME L T

The aim is to demonstrate to the uninitiated the way of life within
Airborne Forces with the intention to inspire you into seeking a
posting within our battalion/Airborne Forces —

Log Bn 5 Ab Bde

For details please contact Sgt G Ritchie on:
Aldershot (01252) 349255 Mil: 722 4255

THE CHEROKEE TURBO DIESEL doesn't make a big issue out of

anything. It has a responsive 2.5 litre turbo diesel engine with all the

power and ability you'd expect from a 4x4 but with fuel consumption you
wouldn't., We haven't economised on safety either, there's driver and
front passenger airbags and side impact protection guards. The Cherokee
Turbo Diesel starts at £15,965 on the road tax free including 3 year or 60,000

miles warranty. A price not even your bank manager will make an issue of.

CONTACT SCE NOW FOR YOUR FULL COLOUR INFORMATION PACK

- S6C |

Title/Rank

Name I — - ;
E Address I — -

IR
auto international ' %

~ Evening____

Cars for use in (country)

hr‘:ﬁ;({?ﬂ‘ H:’:m Models of interest: Cherokee (1 Other Chrysler Jeep ( ) please specify
SN7 7EW UK Tax Free for export [ Tax paid for UK use (1 Concession Price @

UK HOTLINE
01367 241225
Fax: 01367 242000

48/

Please post to SCE Ltd, FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR UK ®No sump i A

o posted in the L
or e-mail: jeep@sce-uk.demon.co.uk

Fax:01252347358

PHOTO
PRINTS

Have you, or anyone
you know, featured
in SOLDIER? if so, |
you can order
top quality prints

1" x 5" k.
£5.60

8" x 6"
£7.50

12" x 8"

£12.00
Digital prints (up to A4 size)
£7.00. Other sizes on request.

Prices are inclusive of VAT and p&p |
(UK/BFPO)

All enquiries to .
The Photographic Department, |
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. |
Tel: 01252 347353
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COMPETITION 679
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Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of his
drawings. Circle the ten differ-
ences in the lower image, cut
out the whole panel, add your
name and address and send to
HOAY 679, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by June 30.

For those who do not wish to
cut their magazine, a photocopy
is acceptable, but only one entry
per person may be submitted.

Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will win
£100; the second and third

will receive £10 gift vouchers.

No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be
announced in the August
1ssue.

(Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

"

(Address :

.

>

Competition No 677 (April issue): First correct entry drawn was
from Cpl Paljar Rai, 1 RGR, Church Crookham, Hants, who wins
£100. Runners-up are Mr D R and Mrs J M Hordle, of Northwich,
Cheshire (£10 gift voucher) and Mrs Geraldine Patrick, of Wad-
hurst, E Sussex (£10 gift voucher). The ten differences were:
Horned animal’s legs; soldier’s sleeve and legs; girl’'s bow;
woman’s hair; shape of tree on left; fish in pail; first seal’s tail;
second seal’s markings; water on right of picture.

--__“"T Subscribe to 1) L2 [ =

Magazine of the British Army

Take out a new subscription in June and
receive a free Soldier magazine bmder

Two years £40.00 Q
Send your cheque/PO (made

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

Two years £60.000

payable to "SOLDIER") to: NAME:
SOLDIER,

Ordnance Road, ADDRESS:

Aldershot,

Hants

UL E0Y POSTCODE:

SOLDIER June 1998
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C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & Master
Caopies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services, over
2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different Media
Presentation types available. Complete package
providing Unbeatable Quality.
For an Information Pack
please Phone or Write to:
Mr MacDonald
Also 101 Market Place, South Cave,
® Applications * Job Search skills Brough, East Yorkshire HU15 2AS
* Self Marketing * Interview Coaching Tel/Fax: 01430 423758 (Open 7 days a week)
Full derails from:
Anthony Jacques, 66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU.
Tel: 01483 823766

MILITARY CV SERVICES

The original CV service for HM
Forces; established in 1984
A world-wide CV firm run by a former Army
officer and current full-time career consultant.
Past clients include men and women of all ranks
from every part of the Army.

NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept

Regimental Blazer Badges, JFoszsn
Plaques, Car Badges, West Midlands
Ties & Key Fobs 0121-355 2187

SERVICES |

Send s.a.e. for price list
D ] Parkinson (S)
186b Lewes Road, Brighton
Sussex BN2 3LD
Tel: 01273 686877 (a.m. only) ,,,

REGIMENTAL

BADGES

For presentation & Commemoration
Hand Drawn or Painted
Colour or B&W 0”

From £25 + p&p '»

Why not have your own
badge designed &
produced for a special
occasion or event?

: GRAPHICS ;

Quality Wooden Giftware
may all be personalised
with Crests; Logos; Motifs
by our Laser Engraving

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

Keyrings

Clonsters TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
Pens + Pen cases SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS

Plaques

BASEBALL CAPS TIES

AND MUCH MORE
FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE

Dart Cases

- for the Professionals

CVS m ade easy at the cutting edge!

“CV Examples™ is packed with a host of examples of highly successful interview
generating CVs for the Infantry (Private to WOI). Prepared by SERVICE-CV — a widely
recognised leader in CV compilation for military personnel with a world-wide client base —
“CV Examples™ is the ultimate CV writing aid.

Each pack contains numerous full size example CVs covering most specialist roles, jobs
and/or areas of responsibility (from Assault Pioneer to RSM) and incorporates different lay-

outs with a variety of power presentation formats. Save yourself time and money by copying

what you need to build your own CV.

@ Letter of Application guide (with examples).

For a FREE no obligation information pack call or write to: (01752) - 344842
SERVICE -CV (Dept A), 2 TERN GARDENS, PLYMOUTH. PL7 2ZHZ

Full package also includes:
@ In-depth appraisal of your CV by SERVICE-CV

Regal Tailors Ltd

1" Service, Price and Quality | T\‘*/f
' Officers & Senior NCOs
Male and Female

For all uniforms, Mess Dress, Suit and blazer
requirements are made to measure
We also offer a self measure service.
For more information please contact our Leeds Office.
Discount is given on bulk orders.
Interest Free Credit
3¢ Westfield House,
Broad Lane,

Bramley,
Leeds LS13 3HA

A;>

1.' J l%[ @]

Tel/Fax: (0113) 2361091

Just Wood
= +44(0) 1283-530958
Fax + 44(0) 1283-511526

SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place Northern Court

Basford Nottingham NGé ODE

Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

S WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE LTD

147/149 Golden Cross Lane
Catshill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 0]Z
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798
Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals and
Medal Mounting either for wear or display.
Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of

X Full Size & Miniature Medals. =

Hereford House,

Credit card orders aecepted by phone or fax. UK customers please add 17.5% VAT 5

REGIMENTAL SHIELDS, PLAQUES AND SHIELDCLOCKS
In good company with most Regiments and Corps of the British Army, we made your Shields
for the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia and most other UN locations.
Let us design your Regimental and Operational Shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74 -77 Steward Street,
Ladywood. Birmingham, BA18 7AF.
Tel/fax: 0121 454 5393
Minium order 25 shields — £10.95. No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £18.50

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE |
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU /'
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT /

PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH

FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME
LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life
of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions
or whatever your career may be. When

the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture
polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

,-/AF TER THE

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

We will send you an 8 oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes,
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over.
For larger orders please ring for trade
prices.

Available in Black, Light/Medium/Dark Brown,
WATER AND OIL RESISTANT

SPECIAL OFFER - BU

LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED, (SM).
Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WS11 3PU. Tel: 01543 450064 Faxl. 01543 279738,

COlour oo Roz cans @ £10.50 per can

T TR Total cost of cans
P&P£2.50percan ............
TOTAL ENCLOSED ............

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER. Sol/June

(50)
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"MEDALS

¥ Replaced in record time
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Lifs in 5 mess?

Tho Samaritans e
0345 90 90 90 Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H 7THA

Tel: 0171-930 1979 or 0374 133493 Fax: 0171-930 1152

ENGRAVING
Service Available

GLOSSOP TROPHIES

,__‘\-t___ﬂ);(\Manufacture Pewter Tg:;)kg'rgssk;rrophles Goblets and
1 \,“rankards engraved with Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT
SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE

L TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377

GLOSSOPS TROPHIES, 86 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE F RI E |> | D O R
Semi-display advertising: (from) £7.50 per SCC
For a full media pack please contact Soldier Magazine on any
of the following numbers:
Tel: 01252 347352 Fax: 01252 340463 E-mail: Solmag@btinternet.com ﬁ' _
O I J E AN Llenl T

;M M

For any Sl
occasion, send
SUPPLIERS OF SWEATSHIRTS, POLO
SHIRTS, T/SHIRTS, HOODED SWEATSHIRTS,
e onre oo ewenencrel g CD T elegmm

MANY OTHER ITEMS. ALL GARMENTS CAN
BE PRINTED OR EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR Zn yOMV VOZCE

/ OWN DESIGN A CD TELEGRAM IS A MESSAGE RECORDED IN YOUR OWN VOICE ON (D
"‘ WITH BACKGROUND MUSIC. YOU CAN RECORD A MESSAGE AS LONG OR
AS SHORT AS YOU WISH
CALL: 0700 900 9001
THEY’D LOVE TO hear FROM YOU

VISTA SPORTS LTD. 28 HIGH STREET, & 1R 1 OAM

gu;uugk =£m— I "-*) ﬁ SWITCH Asf\g};m\l g:mSBPM
MERSTHAM, SURREY. RH1 3EA. Don’t write. Send a CD Telegram !
TEL: 01737 645113

FAX: 01737 645692

[ Please mention SOLDIER when replying to advertisements |

]
|
|

HM Forces UK Price

£85

With Carry Case
Incl VAT
Incl P & P

=<YMAGELLAN
NEW GPs PIONEER

With 8 Figure Ordnance Survey Grid

for brochure contact:
Magellan Systems International Ltd
Smeaton House, Inveresk, East Lothian, EH21 8PR. Tel: 0131.665.1186 / Fax: 0131.665.1187

SOLDIER Junec 1998 @




READERS’
CLUB DIRECT

A great way to shop, Soldier Magazine offers its readers the chance
to buy superb products at special prices. There is something for all
the family from well-known suppliers such as Philips, Canon,
Sekonda, Le Creuset, Denby and many more. With all items
delivered direct to your door, shopping couldn’t be easier:

Here is this month’s selection of products along
with the special Readers’ Club prices

Sekonda gents’ quartz analogue date
watch. Two-tone chrome-gold case and
link strap, white dial.

R.R.P £84.99
Readers’ Club Price £49.99

Philips 14in colour TV/Video combi with
on screen display and remote control.

R.R.P. £329.99
Readers’ Club Price £269.99

Falcon Stealth mountain bike (men’s
and ladies’), black steel frame,
Shimano TY15 gears

R.R.P £135.99

Readers’ Club Price £99.99

Canon Sure Shot AF-10 compact camera
kit comes complete with built-in flash, a
Kodak film roll and camera case

R.R.P £59.99

Readers’ Club Price £53.99

Arnold Palmer “Axiom” golf clubs, 3
woods, 9 oversized irons, cavity-backed
for superb control, steel shafts.
R.R.P £299.99

Readers’ Club Price £179.99

To order or for more information simply contact the
Readers’ Club Direct order line 08707 20 11 02
All prices include delivery to nominated address.
Please allow 28 days (max) for delivery.
Cheques and postal orders payable to Readers’ Club Direct.

MasterCard..) ’E
vy SWITCH

JOS
STABIL'" Y
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ad. We publish confidential and practical

information unavailable in bookshops.
Discover valuable secrets on #Sex and
attraction. #Making money. *Buying

goods and designer clothes. akDirty
divorce and revenge tactics. *Travel and
adventure *kSelf improvement... and
much, much, more!

Send for our unique FREE catalogue
LN!GHT SKY,(S0) PO BOX 40, NE11 8PD

FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER

High quality pewter tankards,
hip flasks, goblets, plates and
much more. Engraved with
Regimental Badges, Crests and
Logos to your own designs.
Competitive prices.

Full colour brochure.

i/l A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD

{1} Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield 51 3JA
Tel: 0114 272 5676 & 0114 2754168 Fax: 0114 272 6651

e e e e Y Vi Y

R SOLDIER’S [l SECRETS REVEALED
Forbidden knowledge that can improve Your life
PocKET Don't be misled by the size of this
- p

o R e e

LD 2 o e

Or phone 0191 487 4087
Knowledge is Power Y|

A

See Classified Ads

’\ ' 3
)

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments - Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 26
ENAMELLED - min. 100
BLAZER BADGES - min. 5

) _ ——
" : ‘ TIES — Woven - min. 50 SPORTS
== , a Printed - min. 36 | BAGS _

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50

. ampaien medals GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25
s i‘;f':,ﬁ;ﬂﬁ?i,'.‘;‘;“'*'* need - o \ 5 WRITE, PHONE or FAX for calour brochure
Singles or groups. . B QT?SH“ to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN
No job too small or too large. W 'Z -
Professionally mounted. A ‘“‘—‘ i TEL: 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854

We can supply full size and

miniatures.
174 Wick} Way, 'k Langley 3 z 5 2 =
tckham Way, Park Langley Please mention SOLDIER when replying
Beckenham, Kent BR3 3AS TMBROIDERED e i
: ‘ S SHIRTS dvert t
Phone for quotation: SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS to advertisements
0181 650 0461 POLO SHIRTS BADGES -
PRINTED
or 0411 435913 TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS - ai OPS
AND LOTS MORE! T l
ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of ® ° Ltd
our goods. High quaﬁw“ competitive [:ri{-m and o A . .
Semi-display adverlising (irom) £7.50 per SCC B oI fervhoe Military Livery and Civilian Tailors
Other rates on application REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP
Tel: 01252 347352 Fax: 01262 340463 Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS
¢% LADIES & GENTS o
< MESSDRESS %

) SPECIALISTS | , |

INTEREST

FREE CREDIT. Ly r . 1
All Accessories | Our Representative will call at your |
i request. Ring (01727) 841321 - |
F Ais\‘;pp“eL?' if I Fax (01727) 831462 or write for details to: |
or All Your Unitorm. I 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 ALW |

Suit & Blazer ' [ N O e
Requirements l Address ...................... |
Contact T l
284-294 Ley St. | e R I
Iiford Essex. IG1 4BS l ............................................... Tel |
UK 01814782780 & ‘ Please state your particular requirements below |
GERMANY 052524631 ® [ oo gt e S s J'
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GET
PROMOTION!
T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,

MICHAEL JAY

@‘ Exclusive HAND CUT

Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS ;¥

Singlets, INCLUDES oiEs
Baseball Hats, Ties, 2 [
Embroidered Badges N 14 day Make or

& Jumpers, Pennants, & 48 hr EXPRESS
Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls, __ Lowest prices
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits. B Best jit

H;ﬂiyhe.\'l quality

B Best payment terms

Local agent 1o measure in most areas
Tel01379 783 736 Fax.01379 783 838 I

As our customers say

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 85U
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298 D8

5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK,STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

Please mention SOLDIER when
- replying to advertisements

With the new regulations, it’s even more important to buy
THE RIGHT CAR

Make sure that you deal with a

company with a reputation for

sound advice, excellent service

and low prices. Contact:

Advanced Car Exports
Authorised PEUGEOT Agents

Advanced Car Exports
FREEPOST, PO Box 470, Bushey, Herts WD2 1WD
Tel: 0181-9 500 500. (Fax: 0181-950 8511)
Contact Stan Bateman, Sales Manager

TAILORING

The service is simply unbeatable

DEALS for |
HMF’S serving

in the UK &

OVERSEAS

For either UK TAX PAID
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot’s No. 1 supplier to HM Forces.

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call
Colin Clubley on
Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEPOST, Bulford Rd, Durrington S

or write:
8BR

A

Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
¥ Part exchange * Continental /UK delivery
* 323 from £9,549 * 626 from £10,199
The All New MX5 from £10,9899
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA
POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (B5) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:

323[] 626[] MX3[] MX5[] MX6[] Xedos[]
Other makes [].......oooviiiiie e LHD/RHD
Name ... Rank ...................
AEAPEES it vt iiiicciin s i d e bt s 5 vhvr s om a5 o a s e s e e

| . Part-exchange details ....

- UNBEATABLE
N

delivery

UK Tel.
(01980) 843333

SAAB

CITROEN

PEUGEOT
VAUXHALL

AUDI
ROVER

VW

. | am interested in

. Country of use

FREEPHONE ‘
[ Germany 0130-8544-96 §
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Army Quarterly '& Defence J.()urnal (“ () \/[]3[\ l TR '

has readers in 66 countries

From earlier wars we had 'Shell
Shock'. Today they call it ‘Combat
DY Stress'. What Corporal Alan Young
Why 3 saw and heard in Sarajevo left him
cowering in a corner. And he still
can't leave his room.

For many veterans, not just
from Bosnia but from the Falklands,
Korea, and especially the Second

Every three months AQ&DJ offers readers 140 pages of fact, opinion
and comment. It has

New Thinking on cuts and budgets, on morale and the World War, the story is the same.
media, on UN forces, on training and on the defence industry. ‘Combat Stress’ can shatter a
life forever.

Courtesy of Soldier Magazine

Today Alan is looked after by
the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society. With over 4,000 men and women to care for and
who knows how many more, we need every penny you can spare. Psychiatric care,
nursing and the management of our homes costs money that will only
come from people like you, people who care about those who gave
more than they could spare. :
Please do help. We have need of every penny urgently.

They tried to give more than they could.
Please give as much as you can.

To protect those concerned this is an amalgam of case histories in our care.

News Reports about the Armed Services of the United
Kingdom, NATO, the Commonwealth and the rest of the
world,

New Writers and regular correspondents cover events of
current interest worldwide, ranging from the problem of anti-
personnel mines to the case for Eurofighter and FLA, the new
South African Defence Force and Germany’s future defence
policy.

New Books are reviewed by leading writers. Military history,
biographies, international affairs, humour, travel, sport and
business all come within AQ&DI’s orbit.

EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY
Dept.SDR. Broadway House. The Broadway, Wimbledon SW19 1RL Telephone: 0181- 543 6333

Army Quarterly & Defence Journal
| West Street, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 8DS

Reg. Charity No. 206002

D Please find enclosed my donation for £50/£20/£10/E5/£
or charge my AccessNisaﬂCharitycard No.

Tel: 01822-613577 Fax: 01822-612785 | [TTITTTTITITITTIIL] Expiry date of card I
D PWease send me further details about the Ex-Services Mental Welfare SBCiety
. s e o - 5 TTE |
Annual Subscription £52. Three-year Saver Contract £138 Name. (ELOGK LETTERS)
3 2 . : . : Add
New Subscribers receive the previous two issues of the l 1k l
: S \ : ' Signature
.I(MH‘H(I.’ “I”I" Ih()”..ﬂ rst {'(’\’],“‘ _,ff'{’{’ Unf (-.'h‘f”‘g(’- Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you with news of our work. If you would prefer

la

C
ESGS Ltd

Close Protection & Surveillance Courses

Eclipse is an international company that provides specialist security services to select clients
world wide. Due to rapidly expanding operational requirements, Eclipse training division is now
instructing potential close protection operatives and surveillance operatives to the required
standard for employment within our company.

All instruction is given on a high instructor to student ratio in pleasant residential surroundings.
Our instructors have operational and instructional experience in the military, police or other
governmental departments — as well as extensive experience in the private sector. Eclipse is able
to offer employment to students who successfully complete these courses. Successful students
will receive full certification. All students will receive a discount voucher towards further training
undertaken with Eclipse.

Eclipse also accepts the CVs of suitably qualified personnel.

For more information and a confidential application form please contact:

Training Division
Eclipse Security Group Services Ltd
22 Notting Hill Gate, Kensington, London
United Kingdom
W11 3JE
Telephone : +44 (0)171 792 9222 Facsimile/ISDN : +44 (0)171 221 1245
‘ Registered in England No. 3399274

SOLDIER June 1998 @




|r BE BATTLE READY!

| You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS
UNIQUE mllltary clothing and equipment.

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND
THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE.

For your FREE
36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George's Works, St. George’s
Quay, Lancaster,

Lancashire LA1 5QJ

Telephone (01524) 64204

e e s e e i e

o7

SPECIAL OFFER FOR:
GUARDSMEN
(GUNNERS

Fy\(OU}_ Grserer:

GET THE DRINKS IN!

* GRENADIER GUARDS = COLDSTREAM GUARDS +« SCOTS
GUARDS * WELSH GUARDS * ROYAL ARTILLERY ¢ REME -»
ROYAL SIGNALS « AG CORPS « RLC » BLACK WATCH « ROYAL
FUSILIERS « PRINCESS OF WALES * KOSB * and many others

REGIMENTAL PLATES, ASHTRAYS, CIGARETTE BOXES,

ETC ALSO AVAILABLE
1 x 1pint Tankard * Full colour regimental crest
(or) * Best quality at factory price
3 x Coffee Mugs * VAT and delivery included
(or) * Money-back guarantee
1 1/2pint Tankard * Limited period offer

plus 1 x Coffee Mug * Only £14.00 per set

Send cheque/PO to: Ashridge Ceramics,

Woodbury, Devon EX5 1JY
«é«:&;*%@ R R RS SRS SRR REY

. FORCES -:
. EX-SERVICEMEN |

%
2 DO YOU SUFFER FROM:
;; WOUNDS, DISEASES, NOISE DEAFNESS, ;;
2 INJURIES OR ANY OTHER CONDITIONS ':
“)‘ [6:7)
& AS A RESULT OF YOUR SERVICE? &
&0 I|
x| |
& IF SO, YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO ; :
] ||
%) ')
& COMPENSATION 0
< &
& TO FIND OUT IF YOU QUALIFY, CONTACT: ]

& THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LIMITED
5] (9]
& TEL: 0500 222 022 (FREEPHONE) &

& ®
& MARSH HOUSE o
& 924 MARSHLANDS ROAD o
MOORENDS &l
5 DONCASTER DN8 4SZ ¢

,,,,,

‘Wow!... This is a terrific, well-
balanced publication that is up there
with the best. It knows what it is
trying to do and achieves its aims
with a great deal of professionalism.’
Judge, CiB Awards, 1998

We don’t often blow our own trumpet ...

... but we thought you'd like to know ...

SOLDi

¥ = The British Army Magazine ‘
. l;as_.jbegn g:‘d ed t:le best magazine

Thank you for “I have been reading
the quite eyceilent Soldier since my Army
article .. cadet days.

} I consider it to be one
—Maj Gen ACPS of the finest produced
Worcestershire. magazines on the
market.” —
DP, Isle of

“Excellent” — Major PH, London. Wight.

“THE NEW MAGAZINE IS GREAT. [T'S GOT A LOT MORE IN IT.
IT’'S MORE COLOURFUL AND [T'S VERY INTERESTING, T0O.
I"LL KEEP ON BUYING IT.” - LEPL JL, BLACK WATCH.

“A damned good magazine”
- Technical Training Wing, Base Vehicle
Depot, Ashchurch.

“First class. Keep up the good work.”
- BR, Dorset.

“1 think you are on to a
wmner - G Lancashire.

“These awards recognise organisations which give their
communication programmes significant priority.”
— Bob Worcester, founder of MORI Polls and chairman
of the 1998 CiB judges’ panel.

*Gold Award for best internal magazine,
Communicators in Business Awards 1998
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PEN PALS

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write a
letter and send it to Soldier Magazine at the
address below. The box number must be
CLEARLY written in the TOP LEFT
CORNER of the envelope. Your envelope
must be no larger than 8" x 4" and should
contain only a letter plus a photograph if
requested. Replies received more than
three months after the cover date and
large, heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN PAL.
Please send for details enclosing a
stamped, self-addressed envelope
to: Soldier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Carla, 23, 5’17, a slim, attractive,
green-eyed blonde with GSOH. Likes
to swim, keep fit, meet people and go
10 clubs and pubs. Seeking male, single
pen pals. P260 oives

Swan and Cygnet seek pen pals any-
where. Leo swan, widowed, 48, 5'77.
Agquarian cygnet, 24, 5’8”. Both are
musical, have great SOH, have many
interests and talents, including puz-
zles. Would you like to be our enigmas?
P261 06/58

Melissa, 5°2”, with blonde hair.
Enjoys going to dance aerobic classes,
the gym and socialising. Works in the
fitness industry and is seeking pen
pals, 25-35. P262 06798

Jan, 5°5”, non-smoker with attractive
smile, green eyes and nice nature.
Interests include skiing, photography,
world affairs, travel, music, walking
and reading. Seeking male pen pals
any age. ’263 0608

Lesley, 5’3", slim with brown eyes.
Likes 50’/60’s music, dancing, eating
in/out, the cinema and entertaining at
home. Divorced with two boys (11
and 13). P264 06/98

Suzanne, 5°, a slim, fair, blue-eyed
35-year-old. Creative and romantic
“Sporty Spice” who enjoys sport (foot-
ball and rugby), the cinema, theatre,
music, astrology and chocolate. Pen
pals 30+, P265 06198

Sue, 5’10, 34, with brown hair and
eyes. A bored, single mum who enjoys
motor sport, rugby, snooker and
whose hobbies are crosswords and
needlework. Seeking pen pals, 30-40.
P266 0698

Sharon, 34, 5’4” a fair-haired,
green-eyed divorcée with two-year-old
child. Likes music, the cinema, eating
out, pubs, crafts, rugby and reading.
Seeking genuine, honest replies from
home or abroad. Age 30+. Photo
appreciated. P267 06198

Elaine, 31, 5°4”, slim with brown
hair. Enjoys the theatre, cinema,
music, computers, travel, wining and
dining. Seeking officer pen pals, 26+,
intelligent and with GSOH. P268 oss

Young, independent, 46-year-old,
5’6", non-smoker with auburn hair
and hazel eyes. Bodywork in excellent
condition. Enjoys keeping fit, outdoor
pursuits and dancing. Seeks tall, sin-
cere, male pen pal, 40+. P269 06198

Tanya, 22, blue-eyed blonde. Likes
pubs, clubs, music and watching sport.
All letters answered from single pen
pals in the Services. P270 06/08

Andria, 25, 5’117, auburn hair and
medium build. Enjoys reading, going
out, ice skating, listening to music and
walking. Seeking pen pals, 23-35.
P271 06/08
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Tammy, 5°2”, 23-year-old blonde,
petite IT trainer. Enjoys nights in/out,
clubs, pubs, wining and dining. Hates
kids. Loves animals. Photo ensures a reply
from 20-30 year-old pen pals. P272  oo0s

Clare, 30, 5°6”, non-smoking IT
trainer who likes travel, music, the
cinema, shopping, animals and kids.
Would like to correspond with easy-
going soldier, 28+. Photo appreciated.
P273 0698

Angela, 30, 5°4”, slim with brown
hair. Interests include cycling, jogging,
drawing, woods run, Guinness and
having fun. Seeking pen pals, late 20’s-
40’s with sense of humour. P274 s

Petite, sincere, fun-loving female,
seeks soldier (age immarterial) to corre-
spond with. Enjoys all types of sport,
martial arts, the cinema, dining out
and dancing. P275 0698

Ann, 36, 5’4", non-smoking,
attractive blonde with GSOH who
enjoys clubbing, dancing, travelling,
the theatre and cinema. Seeking pen
pals, 30-40. P276 06108

Linda, 26, 5’5”, dark-haired TA
soldier. Likes writing, painting, walking
and travelling around Scotland.
Seeking Scottish pen pals, 24-29, at
home or abroad. P277 0698

Kath, 20, 5°9”, slim with long blonde
hair. Likes pubbing and clubbing,
dining out, the cinema and keeping fit.
Seeking male pen pals, 20-30. P278 ooz

Lisa, 27, 5’3", short hair and green
eves. Enjoys socialising, music
(various), the movies, badminton,
reading and ten-pin bowling. Seeking
genuine replies from male pen pals,
25+. P279 06/98

Amanda, 26, 5’4, dark hair and green
eyes. Enjoys swimming, skiing, horse-
riding and badminton. Seeking genuine
pen pal with GSOH, 26+. All letters
answered. P280 068

Val, slim, attractive 42-year-old,
with blue eyes and fair hair. Enjoys
swimming, reading, writing, nights
in/out, music and having fun. Great
personality, caring and loving and
seeking pen pals, 30-45. P281 0698

BOOKS

FREE BOOK CATALOGUE -
military, shooting, fieldcraft, outdoor
survival, martial arts and much more.
Send to: Ourdoorsman’s Bookstore,
Unit 27, Monument Industrial Park,
Chalgrove, Oxon 0X44 7RW or
phone: 01865 400256. 06198

RED BERETS 44 - the official history
of The Parachute Regiment & Airborne
Forces during World War 2. Personal
accounts of action on D-Day and at
Arnhem. £3.50 +£1.50 P+P. Cheques
payable to: AFC. Contact The Charities
Office on 01252 316104. 11198

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Working
with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC,
Adventure Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info
on SAS0/LSW, Tests and APWTs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines, MT
Driver, Tank and Aircraft Recognition.
ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price £7.50 (inc
p&p UK/BFPQ). Trade terms on
application. Available from selected
Naafi Branches, Bookshops or direct
from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878. TiC

Megabooks Second-hand Military
Books. Send A5 SAE for latest cata-
logue. 36 Melbourne Street, Barrow-
in-Furness, Cumbria LA14 5TU. oses

FREE CATALOGUES |/ BOOK-
SEARCH. BOOKS BOUGHT.
Military/Aviation. Will collect. Attic Books,
3 Marine Road, Hoylake, Wirral, LA7 2AS.
Telephone: 0151 632 5365. 0698

“Signals to the Right, Armoured
Corps to the Left”. Catterick to
Korea with National Service Sig-
naller. £8.50 inc p&p. Ron Larby,
178 Braemar Avenue, Neasden
NW10 0DS. 06/08

Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria
CA10 3HB. Tel: 01931 715253, 1208

“A HANDBOOK and Aide Memoire
for Officers and Adult Instructors of the
Army Cadet Force.” A5 size, 416 pages.
ISBN: 1-874528-03-9. Price £15 plus
£3 p&p (UK). From booksellers or
direct from publishers. Military Pocket
Books, P O Box 28, Leven, Beverley, E
Yorks HU17 5LA. Tel & fax: 01964
542878. 06/98

““Head-dress Badges of
the British Army”

(The Collector’s Bible)
Volume One (1800-1920) £65.00
Volume Two (1920-1998) £45.00

(Now updated again)

Part postage £2.50 each parcel
H. L. & P. King, 3, Saxon Crofft,
Farnham, Surrey, GU9 70B
Tel: 01252 716303

“British Forces in the

Korean War”
(First published in 1986 by the
British Korean Veterans Association)
Edited by Ashley Cunningham-Boothe
and Peter Farrar

1997 reprint now available from:
Frank Ellison, General Secretary BKVA,
12 Fields Crescent, Hollingworth, Hyde,

Cheshire SK14 8JR
Price including Post & Packing:- £15.00
to Kerean Veterans, £17.00 to UK and
BFPOs, £20.00 Overseas (by air)
Cheques payable to: BKVA

~ Wellington - A Broad Front
Campaigns in India and the Napoleonic theatre
and career as statesman of the
First Duke of Wellington, attractively projected in
prose and poetry. With full index and illustrations.

Listing/review of this work would be appreciated
ISBN 0 904838 28 5., £6.95/$12 illus. 180pp

(Eric Ratcliffe). As listed in the Times Literary
Supplement, Bookseller, etc.)

Sales Drake International Services, Market
Hse, Market PI, Deddington, Oxford 0X15
OSE (add £1.50 p&p)Tel: 01869 338240

BUSINESS OPPS

Profit, pleasure, prestige — for you,
with my craft/business idea! Free details
from: Coldcast Reproductions, Lyb-
ster(S), Caithness, Scotland KW3 6AQ.

11/98

Classifieds

Leaving the Army? Looking for a new
career and home? Unique opportunity
to purchase well-established school uni-
form, etc retailer. Kent, near M25.
Retirement sale. Excellent potential.
Send for details to: Box No ADO1, Sol-
dier Magazine, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU. 0698

CORPORATE SOLUTIONS

MARKET LEADERS IN CORPORATE
AND ENTERTAINMENT SECURITY

PRrovIDING BODYGUARDS,
VENUE & EVENT SECURITY &
SpeciALIST TRAINING FOR OVER
20 YEARS.

If you want to train for a
second career with a quality
company, send large SAE to:
Paul Brown,
Corporate Solutions,
The Lodge,
90 Gibson Lane, Melton
E Yorks HU14 3HH

DETECTIVE AGENCY
FOR SALE

Due to early retirement of
partners, this is a rare opportunity
to purchase a busy agency of high
repute. Established twenty years
ago by the existing partners, the
firm operates nationally and
internationally from prestigious
town centre offices in Lancashire.
Substantial client base.
Tuition/consultancy available.

For full details write to:

P O Box 367
Preston Central PR 1 2GL

CARS

Absolutely urgent. Wanted — LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm
seven days). e

CARS WANTED

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm) seven days. e

WANTED

LEFT HAND DRIVE
VEHICLES
Any conditition.
Cash Buyer.

Tel: 0181 534 4016
Fax: 0181 534 0033

(10am to 10.30pm seven days)

i57]




Classifieds

35 years of accumulated kit for sale.
37/44/58 webbing, OG/KD boots,
greatcoats, sleeping bags, etc. R
Sinclair-Lee, 12 Hillcrest Road, Purley
CRS 2]JE. 0698

Military Inisgnia — now over 3,000
items in latest list. No re-strikes. £1 for
sample list. Shotton, 7 Peak Road,
Clanfield, Hants PO8 0QT.

CALL SIGN UK. Use Telegroups
universal pre-paid card. Extremely
cheap phone calls to home from
anywhere worldwide. Telephone
044(0) 171 657 2066. Money saving
phone services. 15108

Special Offer: The Royal Gloucester-
shire, Berkshire and Wiltshire
Regiment. Original new (First Editon)
gold/wire/embroidered  officers’ beret
badges (£8 or 2 for £15) and ‘unofficial’
blazer badges (£13 for 2 or £20). PRI
Shop, 1 RGBW, BFPO 811 or Tel:
01693 836304 or fax: 01693 836312,

08/98

06/0805/00

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in resin
bronze and silver. Commissions always
considered. Ring for information/brochure.
Telffax: 01380 828382. 1208

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks. 0398

Hand Embroidered Quality Wire
Blazer Badges. Send design for
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia
Company, 4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat,
Pakistan. o508

Your regimental badge in a key-ring
£3 each or an 8” wall clock £12.50,

post free. State badge required.
Buckland, 15 Hardy Road, Poole,
Dorset BH14 9HW. 0698

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 1298

General Service Cross — send SAE for
details of this and other commemorative
medals, full size and miniature, to:
Miniature Medals, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics LE10 2ZHP. 0598

Para Officer’s dog tags (Falklands)
£25. Scots Greys VC item £25.
Dambuster medals £350. 17/21st tray
£10. WO2 warrant £10. Dambuster
signed cover £5. Tel: 01252 614367
(daytime). G Ford, Nuthatches, Crown
Gardens, Fleet, Hants GU13 9PD. o5

Army Cap Badges. Long list of genuine
items. Many rare regular/volunteer &
territorial badges. List 75p plus SAE.
Bruntlett, 68 Pinfold Lane, Methley,
Leeds L.S26 9AB. Tel: 01977 515811.

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers (including over 20
SAS prints). Hundreds of original items
also available. Catalogue £3.00 +
A4/50p sae. Cheques to: G Jennings-
Bramley, 5 Feversham Road, Salisbury,
Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel: 01722 328523. 1205

Army cap badges, collars, titles,
Officers’ Glengarries, Tam O’Shanters,
hackles. £1 for lists. A Staines, 36
Captain Cooks Close, Staithes, North
Yorkshire TS13 5AP. 05098

Quality makers of British Army, Air
Forces and Navy badges, regimental
banners, uniform accessories, Scortish
clan crests and military badges.
Bagpipes, practice chanters and band
uniform accessories, Please ask for free
catalogue: Topflyz Industries, 21/414
Majidpura, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax 0092
432 588547. 03199

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. e

ek e e e ke e ke e ke ok e ok ek e ok ke ok ke ok e ke ko e ke

Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia

and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.

Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77  Steward  Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£9.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £17.50. b 1

ek e e e e ke ke Ak e e e e sk A e ke ek ke

SOLDIER

crested ties

Silk/polyester ties with Soldier
crest, available in maroon,
blue, green and grey.

£5.99
inc VAT
& p&p
UK/BFPO

To place an order or for
further details please call
01252 347353.

GENUINE MILITARY
& POLICE BADGES
For SALE & WANTED

50p stamp required stating which list
to:

C L Heys (Dept S), PO Box 613,
Middleton, Tamworth,
Staffs B78 2AZ
Tel/fax: 01827 874856

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management

HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?
Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitab
tenants, manages your property and ensures i
return to you as and when required. With an office
base in Loughborough we cover most East
Midlands area
For ,‘ml.‘:u information please telffax :
01509 266151
or write to:
134 KNIGHTTHORPE ROAD,
LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS LE11 5JU

D7

For quality hand-embroidered wire
and silk thread badges, emblems,
crests and pennants send design or
pattern for return of sample and
quotation to: “Kalsara International”,
PO Box 1034, Sialkot, Pakistan 51310.
SOLDIER Magazine enamel lapel
badges. £2.50 each inc p&p (UK &
BFPO). Tel: 01252 347353,

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 lPW 12/08

HOLIDAYS

Flying in Cyprus. See Cyprus from
the air or learn to fly. Please call Sav
Savage for information. Tel: Nicosia
02623266 or 09630386. 061008

DELIGHTFUL
BLACKPOOL HOTEL (B&B)
in Prime Location
Run by Ex-Serviceman

Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their familics for holidays, breaks
and functions. Prices include full English
breakfast and five course evening meal.

Holmurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenue
Blackpool Central

Telephone: 01253 625977
Proprietor: Tony Salvin

HOUSELETS

GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

*A STRAIGHT FORWARD
INDIVIDUAL LETTING AND
MANAGEMENT SERVICE BY STAFF
WHO CARE FOR YOUR HOME*
(COVERING ALL OF THE SOUTH EAST)
'PHONE OR WRITE FOR A BROCHURE

GREENFIELD HOUSE ,
DOWLANDS LANE,
COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX, RH10 3HX.
Tel/Fax: 01342 718671 (24hrs)

REUNIONS

Lost touch with friends from vyour
Service days? We can help you renew

contact. SAE to: Forces Connect
Association, 57 Norwich Close,
Lichfield WS13 7S]J. 0698

WANTED

Welsh Guards Regimental mag-
azines — 1970-1997 wanted. Alan
Pawson, 129 Wheler Street, Higher
Openshaw, Manchester M11 1DS. Tel:
0161 301 4328. a6/08

Personal 121 trainer required - suit
ex-Services PTI. Phone Jed: 0961
155639 in confidence. (Full-time duties
possible for versatile applicant). 0598

Faugh a Ballagh military collector
wishes to purchase medals, gazettes,
photos and militaria of Royal Irish
Fusiliers. Write with details to: WOI
O’Connor, PJHQ, Sandy Lane,
Northwood HA6 3T7. 05198

Essex Regiment. Blazer or Officer’s
mess. Buttons not great. Coat sets or
single. Good prices paid. Tel: 01279
656880. 05198

Army Base Storage and Distribution Agency
HQ Vehicles and Fuels Division
is valiantly trying to raise funds in order to send
Joshua Canali to Disney Land, Florida.
Joshua is only five and has leukaemia.
‘The Lads’ would like your support.
Donations and enquiries to:
Terry Moogan on 01869 258423,
Technical Training Wing, Base Vehicle
Depot, Ashchurch, Tewkesbury GL20 8LZ

NOTICE TO READERS
The publishers of SOLDIER Magazine cannot
accept responsibility for the accuracy of any
advertisement or for any losses suffered as a
result. Readers are strongly recommended to
commercial, legal and financial advice before
sending any money or entering into any legally
binding agreement.

You  Keow
Mw A aowdﬁD:E
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ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

April 11, 1998

Three-way tie for first prize (15 goals,
£1,900 each): Cpl KTT Chambers, JCU;
Sgt S Murphy, 28 Engr Regt, Hameln; Sgt
PS Oakes, SEME, Bordon.

55way tie for fourth prize (14 goals,
£41.82 each): Cpl TD Allen, HQ 1 Mech
Bde, Tidworth; Maj PS Ashcroft, 25 Engr
Regt; WO2 AD Ashman, 1 R Irish, Catterick;
LCp! TB Baines, 1 D and D, Waminster;
SSgt AR Bishop, 12 Regt RA, Sennelager;
LCpl S Briggs, 2 RGJ, Paderbom; SSgt DJF
Buckler, 1 GS Regt RLC, Giitersloh; Sgt
AFG Busby, RSA, Larkhill; Cpl DJ Cannister,
10 Para (V), London; Lt Col NJ Caplin, 3
Regt AAC, Wattisham; Capt A Casam, 9
Signal Regt (R), Ayios Nikolaios; Sgt MJ
Chinn, 7 Bn REME, Wattisham; WO2 RJ
Ciereszko, Inf Sales Demo Team,
Warminster; Col PC Cook, HQ Episkopi
Garrison; SSgt MS Day, AFPAA, Worthy
Down; Cpl MA Fawcett, 1 PWO, Chester;
Sgt SD Ferguson, 14 Regt RA, Larkhill; Cpl
FW Filmer, 260 AYT, London; WO2 KA
Gibson, 16 Tk Tpt Sgn RLC, Fallingbostel;
Sgt SD Gunn, QRL, Osnabriick; Cpl D
Haighton, 1 R Insh, Catterick; SSgt DG
Hendrie, 5 Trg Regt RLC, Grantham; LCpl
JE Holland, 1 RHA, Tidworth; Capt TSW
Humfrey, 5 Regt RA, Catterick; WO2 LJ
Hunt, QDG, Sennelager; WO2 C Hunt, 47
Regt RA, Thomey Island; Cfn SL Jackson,
SEAE, Arborfield; Sig K Jones, 2 Signal
Regt, York; LCpl AD Kennelly, 39 Engr Regt,
Waterbeach; SSgt CJ Kem, 35 Engr Regt,
Hameln; WO1 JH Lawrence, Royal Sch of
Signals, Blandford; SSgt MA Lewis, 42 Svy
Eng Gp, Hermitage; Sgt DC McCallum, 1 A
and SH, Edinburgh; Maj SJMay, BMM
Kuwait; Lt Col SV Mayall, QDG, Sennelager;
Sgt T McKee, 1 HLDRS, Catterick; Capt AJC
Mountain, Royal Hospital Haslar, WO2 FC
Muir, RSA, Larkhil; WO2 KR Nash, 1 MI Bn,
Rheindahlen; LCpl JJOHanlon, 2 RTR,
Fallingbostel; Lt KD O'Riordan, 19 Aimmob

Fd Amb, Colchester; Lt RM Page, 39 Engr
Regt, Waterbeach; WO2 ABJ Panish, 3 Bn
REME, Paderbom; Sgt TC Randerson, 350
Fd San (AS) (V), Chilwell; Pte KD Ricketts, 1
Para, Aldershot; Cpl EG Ross, Lowland (V),
Edinburgh; Sgt AP Sivyer, ATR Pribright,
SSgt TJ Squire, 1 GS Regt RLC, Giitersloh;
Cpl JE Stephenson, MDHU Frimley Park;
SgtM Stopezynski, 40 Regt RA, Hohne; Maj
PAS Sturtivant, A Man S, Guildford; Maj N
Sutherland, 42 Svy Engr Gp, Hermitage;
LCpl SR Thompson, 7 R lish; Cpl PA
Weller, RLC Trg Centre, Deepcut; Capt
PJW Wison, ATR Glencorse.

APRIL 18, 1998

First prize (23 goals, £3,000): Cpl MC
Hallyburton, HQ LANDCENT, Heidel-
berg.

Second prize (22 goals, £1,600): LCpl
DF Adams, 12 Sup Regt RLC, Wulfen.

Four-way tie for third prize (21 goals,
£700 each): Lt BGW Johnson, RMCS,
Shrivenham; Cpl WJH Lowry, 8 R Irish;
Lt BDC Ryan, RDG, Tidworth; Cpl A
Usher, 9 Sup Regt RLC, Chippenham.

Ten-way tie for seventh prize (20
goals, £60 each): Cpl (name witheld),
HQ Hereford Garrison; Cpl AJ
Burgess, 16 Armd Fd Amb, Tidworth;
Sgt JM Chambers, 1 Regt AAC,
Gitersloh; Cpl P Donnelly, QRH,
Catterick; WO2 RH Fishwick, QRL,
Osnabrick; Lt Col C Hawkey, SHAPE;
Lt Col DJ Kent, HQ Land, Wilton; Hidr
N MacGillivray, 1 Hidrs, Catterick;
WO1 AS Sherrard, Bristol UOTC; SSgt
CM Thomas, 16 Regt RA, Woolwich.

APRIL 25, 1998

Ten-way tie for first prize (17 goals,
£800 each): CSgt AN Bennett, 1IRRW,
Paderborn; Cpl P Cawley, RLC Trg
Centre, Deepcut; Pte S Downie, 1 BW,

Fort George; Sgt EL Gill HQBF
Cyprus, Episkopi; Sgt NG Hambleton,
Dhekelia Gar Wksp REME; Sgt DA
McCulloch, QDG, Sennelager; LCpl C
Porteus, 38 Engr Regt, Ripon; LCpl JC
Walsh, 1 QLR: Cpl LCA Watts, AMF(L)
CSS Bn, Bulford; Pte KJ Williams,
1RGBW, Colchester.

NOTE: With effect from May 2, 1998
results will be based on county cricket
scores, as per the rules on the new
(green) tickets. Results from May 2,
1998 will be based on the first one-day
matches played by counties during
the period Tue April 28 - Sun May 3,
including Northants v  British
Universities on April 28.

PRIZE MONEY INCREASES AGAIN

For the third time in less than a year,
increased ticket sales mean that the prize
money increases again. With effect from
May 2, 1998 the weekly prize pool will be
£8,500 with a top prize of £3,200.

MAY 2, 1998

First (340 runs, £3,200): Cpl AM Crump,
HQ Brunei Garrison.

Second (333 runs, £1,600): SSgt RF
Richardson, 1 RRW, Paderborn.

Third (327 runs, £1,200): Lt RN
Longfield, 7 Para RHA, Aldershot.

Fourth (324 runs, £900): LCpl JJ Case,
59 Indep Cdo Sqn RE, Chivenor.

Fifth (321 runs, £600): Col JB Gunson,
BAD Kineton.

Sixth (312 runs, £400): Cpl S Bennett, 22
Engr Regt, Perham Down,

Seventh (309 runs, £300): Maj WAN
Mellows, 9 Regt AAC, Dishforth.

Eighth (308 runs, £200): SSgt GS
Daniell, AFCO Norwich.

Three-way tie for ninth prize (305 runs,
£33.33 each): SSgt CA Boggon, 34 Fd
Hosp, Strensall; Maj PR Ford, 35

Signal Regt (V), Sutton Coldfield; Capt
PB Widdows, 4 GS Regt RLC,
Abingdon.

MAY 9, 1998

First (284 runs, £3,200): .CSgt AJ Ash, 1
Gren Gds, Pirbright.

Second (274 runs, £1,600): WO2 TF
Attoe, 1 PWO, Chester.

Third (272 runs, £1,200): Sgt CJ
Cheeseworth, MCTC, Colchester.

Fourth (266 runs, £900): Lt Col GS
Lane, 78 Engr Regt (V), Southampton.

Fifth (264 runs, £500): Cpl JA Coles,
SEAE, Arborfield, WO2 PL Stretton,
32 Regt RA Larkhill.

Seventh (261 runs, £300): WO2 PC
Beckley, HQ MND (C), Rheindahlen.
Eighth (258 runs, £200): WO1 K

Topping, 1 R Irish, Catterick.
Ninth (256 runs, £100): SSgt W
Hartwell, 2 RRF, Celle.

MAY 16, 1998

First (398 runs, £3,200): Maj JAA
Backler, HQ Land.

Second (397 runs, £1,600): Capt IA
McGregor, 2 LI.

Third (393 runs, £1,200): Maj AS
Maclaren, Army Foundation Coll,
Harrogate.

Fourth (386 runs, £900):Lt Col D
Litttewood, HQ QMG, Andover.

Fifth (383 runs, £600): Cpl JR Hutchin-
son, 2 Bn REME, Fallingbostel.

Sixth (382 runs, £400): WO2 RA
Russell, 1 R Anglian, Cambridge.

Seventh (381 runs, £300): LCpl P
Greenwood.

Eighth (379 runs, £200): Cpl CJ Pitts,
HQ 1 (UK) Armd Div, Herford.

Ninth (378 runs, £100): W02 GR
Phillpott, 35 Engr Regt, Hameln.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
- CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a
prepaid basis only, and are subject to the
following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any
copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shall have been accepted or
not. All advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and conditionally upon space being
available. The Publishers reserve the right to
make any alteration they consider necessary or
desirable in an advertisemnent to meet their
approval. The Publishers also reserve the right
to cancel or suspend any advertisement without
statng a reason.

While every endeavour will be made tomeet the
wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular
advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or
damage occasioned by any total or partial
failure (however caused) of publicaton or
distribution of any edition in which any
advertisement is scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors
occurring after the first mserton of an
advertisernent in a series. It is the responsibility
of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any
such emor in sufficient time to allow the
amendment. A voucher copy will not be
supphed.
Advertisements will be

following  headings:
Business

Wanted, Enoppm“mtelmnm t, lé‘.xhihmnns, For
Sale, Gift Services, Hohg:ﬁ Houselets,
7‘Jr;)tl(:es, Property for

Services, Situations Vacant, Sm.lauons
Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings
will be applied if deemed acceptable by the
Publishers.

"The placing of an order for the insertion of an
advertisement shall amount tw an
acceptance of the above conditions and any
conditions stipulated by an agency or
advertiser shall be void msofar as they are in
conflict with them.

laced under the
commodauon,

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

NAME ... .
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
ADDRESS
CLASSIFICATION Postcode
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
COST: 45p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £9.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST AN ONLY ONE WORD
SHOULD BE INSERTED IN EACH BOX.
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER ADD £3.00 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX

~ WORDS AT 45p = £
X INSERTIONS = &£
VAT AT 17.5% = £
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT) = £
TOTAL ENCLOSED £

CHEQUE/PO Number

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

(Payable to SOLDIER)

Send to:
CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU11 2DU
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World of wheels

CREATING a prestige car is a tough
task, so as you might expect a great deal of
thought has gone into the design and con-
struction of the new Saab 9-5, writes
Syd Taylor.

Elegant, spacious, free from spurious
decoration and with a serene, timeless
quality, this is one of the most attractive of
the new generation of executive cars.

The sleek profile owes much to the dic-
tates of aerodynamic laws made obvious
by its particularly low drag coefficient of
only 0.29 - yet like all Saabs it’s a “street-
tough™ car built to survive the rigours of
Swedish winters.

The specification level is generous and
includes airbags for the driver and front . -
eehsatieissoislll Road test: Saab 9-5 SE 2.3 t Automatic
bags, heated exterior mirrors, steering- ‘

mounted audio and telephone controls, ENGINE Transverse four- Tech Spec width 2042, height 1449.
automatic climate control with dual tem- cylinder 2290 cc; 170 bhp LUGGAGE ROOM Length

perature zone, cooled lockable glove box, ?t éﬁdgorg rpm; 280 Nm at ‘S)':':izlrlllﬂﬁ Power; rack-and- \;v(i)tgzrear segﬁ.l in posi;igtn
v . ” , m. : mm; with rear s
g‘;‘ﬁtj}‘;iﬂl?&a: 22;3’5}3’;11;‘; it 00740 rRANSMISSION Front-wheel BRAKES Anti-lock system folded down, 1714 mm
drive with five-speed (ABS) with electronic brake- PERFORMANCE Max speed
COMFORTABLE | manual or four-speed force distribution (EBD). nearly 140 mph; accelera-
IE v, ki ail heel d electronically-controlled Discs all round. ventilated tion 8.5 sec.

Ve D AL Oy e SR automatic with three pro- at front. MPG Urban 18.6, combined
front foglamps mark out the SE. The g2 mmeg and direct KERB WEIGHT 1485- 26.2 mpg, extra-urban 34.4.
test car came ﬁFted with extra-cost trip- mechanical fock-up in 1630kg. PRICE £26,670 as tested |
computer, cruise-control and heated ﬂjﬁ“h gear. SIZE (mm) Length 4805, (add £1,220 for auto). ‘

front seats.

Few cars provide a driving environment
so closely attuned to the driver’s needs as
the Saab 9-5, with its comfortable and
roomy driving position and superbly-
orchestrated dashboard and controls.

One of the most convincing endorse-
ments of the new Saab’s ability to cater for
the enthusiastic driver is provided by the
splendid transversely-mounted four-
cylinder DOHC 2.3 turbo-charged and

fectly senses your urgency when acceler-
ating, matching engine torque to the
gears exactly.

Despite the 9-5’s dynamic energy, it’s
not a car for exhibitionists, but for those
who can exercise power with discretion.
Its potent combination of power and
smoothness, plus outstanding comfort
and stability, make for a particularly
relaxing motoring experience.

inter-cooled Ecopower engine which
develops 170 bhp and drives the front
wheels.

This vigorous and flexible engine is
powerful and well-bred and its highly-
responsive four-speed electronically-con-
trolled automatic transmission, as fitted
to the test car, has “normal”, “sport” and
“winter” modes, with direct mechanical
lock-up in third and fourth gear, and per-

Audis make history at Goodwood

Isn‘t it just the limit!

Italy’s Moto Guzzi is producing just 200 of this 1100 Sport
Corsa — and only 30 are destined for the UK market. The
limited edition bike, powered by the 1,064cc two-valves-
per-cylinder V-twin, benefits from a host of new features,
including Carillo conrods, a lightened crankshaft, fully
floating front disc brakes, polished rocker covers, rocker
protectors and black-finish engine, frame and wheels. A
ktrack—use Termignoni exhaust kit is also supplied.
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HISTORY will be made at the 1998
Goodwood Festival of Speed this
month when Auto Union V16 as well
as Silver Arrow Grand Prix cars will
head Audi’s entry.

It will be the first time these mid-
engined titans of pre-war motor-
racing have run in the same UK
event.

The sight and sound of the Audi
collection’s new, 1936-specification

Auto Union V16 C-type — making its
world debut — and 1938 V12 D-type
(pictured) will be an unforgettable
experience for spectators at the
world’s largest historic motor-sport
event, between June 12 and 14.

Alsoin Audi’s line-up will be a 1926
NSU Grand Prix car and Michele
Mouton in Audi UK’s newly-acquired
ex-works Audi Sports Quattro S1
rally car,
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Younhg soldiers ‘are
a credit to Army’

ON THURSDAY, April 9 I travelled on
the 1508 train from Winchester to Birm-
ingham. In a coach to the rear, adjacent to
the buffet car, were several members of
the Army Training Regiment, Winches-
ter.

I gathered from their conversation that
this was their first weekend off after com-
pleting six weeks of basic training.

Due to flooding at Banbury it was
decided to divert the train via the East
Coast route. This meant a wait of two
hours at Reading station. Just
before leaving, passengers
from a train that had been sent
back to Reading due to the
flooding were transferred on to
our already full train, causing severe over-
crowding.

The soldiers responded in a way
that brought admiration from all
passengers. They gave up seats, han-
dled luggage and assisted in a way
that brought credit to both them-
selves and the British Army.

One lad in particular should be praised.
I am afraid all I know is that, coming from
Liverpool, he was known as Scouse and
had a scar in his hair just above his left ear.

He was polite, courteous and helpful to
the many elderly passengers. He also
assisted with a blind lady, even to the
extent of finding a water dish for her
guide dog. A fine example of what a
British Serviceman should be.

I would have liked to congratulate them
personally but I did not make muyself
known to them as I did not wish to
embarrass them in front of others.

I do feel, however, that their actions are
worthy of some form of commendation.
They reacted in a difficult situation in a
manner not often encountered with youth

these days. Their whole manner was one
of thought for others with a complete dis-
regard for their own comfort.

My congratulations to the regiment on
turning out such good soldiers. — Lt-Cdr
(SCC) 1] Dyster RNR, National Sea
Cadet Training Centre, HMS Excel-
lent, Portsmouth.

@ Two other passengers on the train, both
civilian women, have written to the regiment in
similarly glowing terms. Well done, ATR Win-
chester.

Write us a
me— Prize IEI'l:er
collar? Want to

take issue on a serious topic? Need

to settle a difference of opinion on a burn-
ing question? Or do you just want to share
a good story with thousands of other read-
ers around the world?

As ever, Soldier welcomes your letters,
whether you are an officer or other rank;
serving or civvy; nine, 19 or 90. All we ask
is that you keep them brief and to the
point. We'd prefer them to be typed but if
they are handwritten, please put names
and addresses in block capitals (not nec-
essarily for publication).

A prize from Soldier’s new gift collec-
tion (see Page 20) will be awarded each
month if we judge that a letter, serious or
humorous, merits it. So get writing!

® Acceptance or rejection of letters is
the decision of the Editor, who reserves the
right to amend for length, clarity or style.
Anonymous letters will not be considered.

i»

Well trained: Fellow passengers have praised the exemplary behaviour of these members

of the Army Training Regiment, Winchester, during a crowded rail journey. From left, front,
Rfn Robert Lewis, Rfn Carl Blakemore, Rfn Ryan Hickenbottom, Rfn Darren Moon, Pte Lee
Kelly, Rfn Stuart McLeod; rear, Pte Conrad White, Pte Steven Renshaw, Pte Dean Moss, Cpl
Robert Masters, Rfn James Woodhouse, Rfn Martin Whitehead, and Pte Philip Startin.

Palestine remembered

REGARDING the lack of publicity or
remembrance of our lads who died in
Palestine between 1945 and 1948 (Mail-
bag, May) I have been active in this cause
for some time but find little support from
any national newspaper.

However, with the help of the Royal
British Legion’s North Somerset branch T
can now happily say that a commemora-
tion service will be held in Bath Abbey on
Sunday, July 19.

A parade at 2 pm, with the salute taken
by the Lord Lieutenant, will precede the
3 pm service, followed by a reunion in
Guild Hall with representatives of several
regiments who served in Palestine attend-

ing. Former members of the Palestine
Police have also promised us good sup-
port.

This year, my friends who died during
the Mandate period, and many others,
will be remembered. — Gerald Burr (ex-
41st Field), 89 Wessex Road, Yeovil,
Somerset, BA21 3LP (01935 421722).

Tagged . . . ad infinitum

ALTHOUGH I left the REME almost 50
years ago I still wear my original Army
dog-tags. I refuse to be seen dead without
them. Is this a record? — John R
Mintram, Southampton.

Tribute to Hugh

| HAD to put pen to paper to express
my deep regret to learn of Hugh
Howton’s sudden death. His regular
“Questions of rank” feature in Soldier
was most enjoyable. He will be
missed. — Cpl Kevin Jones AGC (SPS),
28 Engineer Regiment, BFPO 31.

® Others who knew Hugh personally or
through his work in Soldier have
expressed shock and sadness. We have
been asked by his friends of Cranbrook
Baptist Church, liford, Essex, to record
that any donations “to the memory of
Hugh Howton” should be sent to SSAFA
Forces Help, 19 Queen Elizabeth Street,
London SET 2LP.,
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BIRD’S EYE-VIEW :
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“In-Pensioner Higgins is 100, too . .

ing about women . ..

. claims he remembers
the pills they were given in Mesopotamia to stop them think- il
and thinks they’re beginning to work!”

Century of care — see Pages 14-15 [
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Save your teeth by
trying trialling . ..

THE SECOND half of the sentence
“Look Mum, no hands” (White Helmets
Display Team, May) is “Look Mum, no
teeth”.

Those of us who have toyed with
enduro or trials have sustained something
for our pains, from dislocations and
sprains up to the usual collecion of
breaks.

My foot was saved by an industrial
steel-capped rubber boot which went
between the front forks — so
defying gravity on two
wheels needs common

sense as well as confi-

dence.
The effort is worth-
while when you can finally
stand atop the machine and
make it do what you want — as Graham
Bound said, “No hands”.

Not many enthusiasts will make the
Signals grade so they can take comfort
from the opportunities offered by tri-
alling, a world of camaraderie and robust
sportsmanship.

There are specialist civilian trials-
biased motor-cycle clubs and, I am sure,
some military ones as well. All they ask is
that you muck in and get stuck in.

We now have our own, new, Services
Motor-Cycle Club — although sporting
endeavour is not on the cards. Contact
Maj Nigel Coole, HQ AFPAA, RAF

Soldiers
air their
views in
Vox Pop
=~ Page 70
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Innsworth, Gloucester, GL3 1HW (tel
civ 01452 712612 or Innsworth Mil ext
6434).

Today’s automated, superannuated,
failsafe cars can be driven by a high-IQ
banana, but the motor cycle remains a
skilled and physical challenge. — Jerry
Davies (ex-Pay Corps and HAC),
Anglesey.

Mystery drummer
was from QRH

AS a long-time subscriber to your maga-
zine I find little to complain about.

However, vour article on The Royal
Irish Regiment headed “Faugh-a-Bal-
lagh” (May) has a splendid photograph of
three men of the regiment — but a fourth,
a drummer, who is not.

He is from the Queen’s Royal Hussars
(Queen’s Own and Royal Irish), who were
on duty in Northern Ireland at the time.

I just thought it would have been right
to mention this in the caption. I have no
doubt that relations between my old regi-
ment and the Royal Irish are of the best. —
Gen Sir Patrick Howard-Dobson,
Saxmundham, Suffolk.

@ Sorry for the omission, an unfortunate over-
sight which survived the writing, sub-editing
and proof-reading stages.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU @ E-mail: solmag@btinternet.com

PS ...

Don’t commute!

NOT HAVING had proper advice from
anyone in the Army when | was leaving in
1972 after 22 years | commuted part of my
pension rights for a £1,000 payment to
assist in a house purchase.

To date, that £1,000 has cost me
£2,277.60, in reduced pension payments,
including this year. With better advice |
would have gone to a bank or building
society for that money.

| advise all Servicemen and women:
think very seriously before commuting
your pension. — Kenneth Wilson, Leicester.

Comradeship lives

WOULD appeal to all leaving the Services
to contact an Old Comrades’ Association
or Royal British Legion branch and keep
the spirit of comradeship alive. The bene-
fits of help and advice are well worth con-
sidering.

The Light Infantry Association has
formed a branch in Yeovil for the South
Somerset area. A turnout of 45 at the
Three Choughs, where we will meet every
second Monday of the month, was a tri-
umph for secretary Jim Childs, who pio-
neered the move. — Ken Coles, 43 Roping
Road, Yeovil, Somerset, BA21 4BE.

Corporal, aged 11

| AM an Army cadet and | am writing to tell
you how much | enjoy your magazine,
which | read every month.

Three years ago, because the Army
Cadet Force itself does not take recruits
until they are 12, | joined the Frimley and
Camberley Cadet Corps, which accepts
entrants as young as seven.

Our drum corps has been going for
about a year. We have played for several
parades and this summer we have book-
ings for the Royal British Legion and a
school fair. — Cpl Matthew Tudor (aged 11),
Sandhurst, Berks.

Eaton Hall’'s cadets

| AM SURPRISED that the interesting inter-
view with the Duke of Westminster (May)
did not mention that his Eaton Hall home
near Chester was used as an officer cadet
school until the mid-1960s. It was mainly
for infantry; other arms went to Mons.

Some 15,000 cadets passed through
Eaton Hall on completion of the four-
month course, to be National Service and
short-service officers. The old and bold
survivors have a reunion every two or
three years; | believe one is due this year.
— Tony Skidmore (ex-Eaton Hall graduate),
Ware, Herts.

About the size of it

CATCHING up on my reading the other
day | came across a reference in Soldier to
sizes of Army clothing. | seem to recall
that in the early 1940s when | joined the
Army the QM stores stocked two sizes in
kit — too big and too small. — A Sheldon,
Nottingham.




Books

Wartime memories
from a Rothschild

THE day an irritating German
prisoner-of-war was strapped to
the wheel of a gun in Tunisia to

Py cure him of his
EDMUND DE [ pesseymgios

ROTHSCHILD R Eaz ]
gy . Hitler!" is one of
: the colourful sto-
ries told by
former artillery
- officer Edmund
y de Rothschild in
his memoir A
A GILT-EDGED LIFE IellT@ oY A1
(John Murray,
hardback, £22.50). Rare memo-
ries of life in an extraordinary
family and experiences as “host”
at the beautiful Exbury Gardens
in Hampshire also make this
book an enlightening read, with a
cast of high-profile characters.

Tank men at war. ..

in their own words

HARD on the tracks of the prolif-
ic George Forty’s last book, Tank
Aces, comes Tank Warfare in
the Second World War: An

— Oral History
(Constable,
hardback, £20),
a marvellous
collection of
reminiscences
& from both sides,
2l full of anecdotal
humour and
poignancy and
§ imparting a real

| flavour of life in

an armoured box. The collection
proves that a tankie is a tankie
whatever language he speaks
and the author, who served for
32 years in the Royal Tank Regi-
ment, salutes them all by para-
phrasing JFK with the words:
“Ich bin ein panzer soldat!”

Schoolboy inspires
Omdurman book

PRIVATE George Teigh's diary of
his service with the Lincolnshire
Regiment during the Sudan
Expedition 100
years ago would
have remained
unpublished had
his grandson not
taken it to school.
Teacher John
Meredith found
other accounts at
the regimental
museum and has
woven them all
together into the excellent
Omdurman Diaries 1898 (Leo
Cooper/ Pen & Sword, hardback,
£19.95). Apart from the eye-wit-
ness records of hand-to-hand
fighting it is remarkable as a
social document, showing the
gulf between officers and other
ranks in the last century.

Formidable warrior
carries on the fight

THERE ARE no half-mea-
sures with Gen Sir Walter
Walker. He is unequivocal in
his likes and dislikes, and says
so. He pulls no punches.

This attitude, which
comes across forcefully in
this autobiography, has not
endeared him to everyone
during his long and distin-
guished Army career.

Some may perceive a cer-
tain arrogance in the way in
which he describes some
people and events, but
those who served with him
over the years and who
know him best will recog-
nise his undeniable open-
ness and honesty expressed
in a direct and forthright
style.

This veteran of the North
West  frontier, Burma,
Malaya and Borneo felt,
and still feels, that many of his
military and political masters
were wrong in many of their
decisions. He said so at the
time and has done so since,
often.

Now, as then, this holder of
the DSO with two bars is con-
fident that his way of doing
things was right.

At school he learned to box
so that he could deal with bul-
lies and each successive chap-
ter tells of another fight with

Fighting On by Gen Sir Walter
Walker. New Millennium, hard-

back £14.95, paperback £11.95

'}
Controversial: Gen Sir Walter Walker

someone or another over a
principle or plan. Among his
many bitter clashes with
authority — Army top brass

and “Whitehall warriors™ —

are at least six “unforgivable”
episodes in the last nine years
of his career in uniform.
These include, he says,
being threatened with a court
martial in 1963 for protesting
against cuts of 10,000 in the
strength of the Gurkhas; ini-
tially being rejected for a

knighthood after being rec-
ommended by Mountbatten
and the C-in-C Far East for
his achievements as Director
of Borneo Operations; and
being accused of raising “a
private army”.

He makes trenchant and
controversial comments on
the future of Britain and
the role of her troops in
Bosnia; on Russia, China
and Japan; on the IRA; on
homosexuals in the Armed
Forces; and, more person-
ally, on the hip operations
which led to legal action
against the MoD and an
out-of-court settlement of
£130,000 in his favour.

Now in his mid-80s, this
formidable old warrior,
who dedicates the book to
his late wife (they were
married for more than half
a century) is crippled and has
been in constant pain for the
past 11 years.

Gen Sir Peter de la Billiére,
who as an SAS officer served
under the author’s command
in the successful Borneo cam-
paign, writes in a foreword:
“There can be few people
alive today with the breadth of
experience in active military
operations at all levels of com-
mand . . . possessed by Walter
Walker.” - TM

The Thistle at War by Helen
McCorry. Colourful and enter-
taining anthology of the Scot-
tish experience of war at home
and away. National Museums
of Scotland, paperback, £7.99
(Gazelle Book Services Ltd,
Lancaster, 01524 68765).

The World’s Sniping Rifles
by lan V Hogg, illustrated by
Ray Hutchins. From Armalon
(UK) to VSS (Russia). Green-
hill Military Manuals, hardback,
£12.99.

Modernism, History and the
First World War by Trudi Tate.
Absorbing scholastic compari-
son between the fiction of

L e

Kipling, Lawrence, Woolf and
others and the reality experi-
enced by soldiers and nurses.
Manchester University Press,
hardback £40, paperback
£11.99.

Stars and Stripes Forever by
Harry Harrison. First in an
“alternative history” style trilo-
gy which imagines Britain join-
ing the American Civil War on
the Confederate side. Hodder
and Stoughton, hardback
£16.99, paperback £5.99.

Hunter Killer by Harry McCal-
lion.  Soldier-turned-barrister
follows up his best-selling
autobiography Killing Zone

with a thriller involving a priv-
cate army of mercenaries in
Scotland. Penguin, paperback,
£5.99.

CQB: Close Quarter Battle
by Mike Curtis. Former Para’s
highly-praised “true story of 15
years under fire”, covering the
Falklands, Iraq and Bosnia, is
published in paperback this
month. Corgi, £5.99.

The US Marine Corps by
Charles H Cureton. Latest in
the Gl pictorial series outlining
the " history, uniforms and
equipment of the American
soldier. Greenhill Books, large-
format paperback, £7.50.

>
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Peter Newark's American Pictures

Quebec being taken, 1759: Detail from the cover of Redcoats Along the Hudson, by Noel St John
Williams, former Sherwood Foresters officer and Japanese interrogator in the Second World War. The
story of the British-French conflict of 1754-1763 is published in paperback by Brassey’s, priced £9.99

Undercover world
dazzled Churchill

“IF any single politician can
be credited with nursing Brit-
ain’s secret service through its
infancy, it’s Churchill,” writes
David Stafford in this remark-
ably informative book.

Of course, Stafford is right;
Churchill’s political influence
matured at the time when
Britain’s awareness of a need
for organised intelligence was
born out of the Boer War (in
which Churchill had one of
his early adventures).

While the Regular Army
was thousands of miles away
in South Africa, Britain was
infected with a dread of inva-
sion from hostile powers and
“the nightmare continued to
haunt the Edwardians”.

In 1909 Churchill was a
member of the Cabinet which
created the Secret Service
Bureau, and later as Home
Secretary authorised the clan-
destine interception of mail.

In 1911 he chaired the com-
mittee whose findings result-
ed in the Official Secrets Act.

The author’s opinion is that
it was the romance and melo-
drama of undercover service,
the trickery, deception, plot
and counter-plot, that strong-
ly appealed to the schoolboy
in him. Churchill certainly
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Churchill and Secret Service
by David Stafford, published by
John Murray, hardback, £25.

used intelligence well; even in
his years in the political
wilderness between the wars
he was kept informed by what
would now be called “moles”
in the Secret Service.

More positively, Churchill
inspired or approved many
covert actions, special opera-
tions and deceptions. These
were generally valuable addi-
tions or alternatives to con-
ventional  military  force,
especially when Britain was
weak and on the defensive.

CODE-BREAKING

These aspects are fully cov-
ered by the author, as is the
code-breaking of German sig-
nals by means of Ultra at
Bletchley Park.

“Ultra dazzled Churchill.
Here was the authentic voice
of the enemy unaware he has
been heard . . . he described
the Ultra transcripts as his
‘Golden Eggs’. . .”

Although these transcripts,
which Churchill insisted on
seeing daily, became less
restricted as the war pro-
gressed and were selectively

made available to the Ameri-
cans in exchange for their own
intelligence, the ability to
read German signals was kept
secret throughout the war.

The author contends that
Churchill was both the best
and the worst person to
handle intelligence.

While he was intimately
familiar with intelligence-
gathering techniques and
quickly grasped the impor-
tance of knowing what the
enemy was up to, he was too
often “mesmerised by original
texts of the intercepts”.

He was drawn too deeply
into their tactical and opera-
tional use, failing to appreci-
ate that they formed only a
small part of the complete
intelligence picture.

Nevertheless of the three
Allied war leaders he was by
far the most effective user of
intelligence services: Roose-
velt was perhaps too far away
to appreciate the immediate
value of enemy signals, while
Stalin seemed to sleepwalk his
way through intelligence in a
haze of personal prejudice and
conjecture.

This is undoubtedly a mas-
terly work and a compelling
read. — BJ.

Military classics in
paperback series

FOUR amphibious operations
are examined in Simon Foster's
Hit the Beach, one of a series of
six Cassell Mili-
tary Classics out
in paperback at
£5.99 each. (It
includes Soldier
pictures from the
Falklands, albeit
wrongly credit-
ed). The other
books are Last
Stand! Famous
Battles Against
the Odds and At All Costs!
Stories of Impossible Victo-
ries, by Bryan Perrett; Daring to
Win: Special Forces at War, by
David Eshel; World War One: A
Narrative, by Philip Warner; and
Bader: The Man and his Men,
by Michael G Burns.

H 1 Eql bbb
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New light shed on a
hotbed of espionage

DID Churchill and Roosevelt
have prior knowledge of the
attack on Pearl Harbour? Peter
Elphick discuss-
es claims to that
effectin Far
Eastern File:
The Intelli-
gence War in
the Far East,
1930-1945
(Coronet, paper-
back, £7.99). P
Using records
released only
relatively recently, the author, an
expert on the period and the
locale, sheds new light on the
Far East Combined Bureau,
which was established in great
secrecy in Hong Kong in 1935
and was central to the British
intelligence operation in this
region — a hotbed of espionage.

A FAR
EASTERN
FILE
THE INTELLIGENCE WAR
I THE FAR EAST

1930-1945

Great war interest
just gets greater

IN 1968 about 2,500 people vis-
ited Delville Wood on the
Somme. In 1997 the figure had
risen to an esti-

mated 50,000, GUILLEMONT
This year, with
the 80th anniv-
ersary of the end
of the Great War
in November,
who knows what
the figure might
be? Michael
Stedman’s
Guillemont
(paperback, £9.95), is the latest
Somme title in Leo Cooper’s
informative and well-illustrated
“Battleground Europe” guide
series, which, we are told, has
experienced a comparable phe-
nomenon in terms of sales.

A

PETER ELPHICK
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Bulletin board

REUNIONS

Polar Bear Memorial: The new memorial to
all who served with 49th West Riding Div will
be unveiled on June 7 in the National Memor-
ial Arboretum at Croxall, Staffs, followed by
reunions and visits on the next two days.

Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
Regimental Association: Crich dinner takes
place on July 4 at llkeston, followed next day
by annual pilgrimage to the regimental memo-
rial. Details: RHQ WFR, Foresters House,
Chetwynd Barracks, Chilwell, Nottingham
NG9 5HA (0115 9465415).

25 Regiment RA (1947-84): Ninth reunion
takes place in the Sgts’ Mess, Royal School of
Artillery on July 5. Families welcome. Details:
Len Haddow, 4 The Rise, Hempstead, Gilling-
ham, Kent ME7 3SF (01634 388156).

Operation Husky 1943 (invasion of Sicily):
8th Army Veterans Association plans reunion
trip to Sicily from July 7-14 to mark the 55th
anniversary of landings. Details: Victor Reinar,
1 Amadeus House, Somerset Road, East Pre-
ston, W Sussex BN16 1BB (enclose sae).

Coldstream Guards: Drummers' reunion at
Windsor, July 11. Sae to Peter Horsfall, 222
Leigh Hunt Drive, London N14 6DS for details.

SEARCHLINE

The Market-Garden Veterans’ Association
(North West Branch) has a varied pro-
gramme of events and is trying to contact as
many north-eastern veterans of Op Market-
Garden as possible. Contact branch secretary
Leo Rumley, 293 Moorside Road, Swinton,
Manchester M27 9PJ (0161 281 5782).

Daughter who never knew him seeks informa-
tion on 1107222 LSgt Maurice George Hol-
land, killed in action in Normandy in Aug 12,
1944, while serving with 61st Anti-Tank Reg-
iment RA. Anything welcome: news of mates,
colleagues, group photos for copy and return.
Replies in confidence to Jack S Woods, (Sec-
retary, Normandy Veterans Association Nor-
wich and District Branch), 50 Aylsham Road,
Norwich NR3 3ES (01603 627706).

Veterans welcome at British Korean Veter-
ans Association stand and march-past at
Aldershot Museum special events day, July 19.

18th Field Ambulance RAMC: Did you serve
at Tai Po in the New Territories as a medic or
as attached personnel — RASC, RE, RADC,
ACC - from 1949 onwards? Are you interest-
ed in a reunion? Contact Bernard Allen on

King's Troop, Royal Horse Artillery: All-
ranks reunion, July 15, at Kent County Show-
ground at Deitling, near Maidstone. Includes
displays and guided tours of Troop. Return
coach from St John's Wood. For details, costs
and booking form send sae marked "Reunion”
to The King's Troop RHA, Ordnance Hill, St
John's Wood, London NW8 6PT.

54 Engr Sp and Amb Sqn RCT: Next reunion
on Aug 15 in Tennis Hall, Lubbecke, Germany.
Contact Mac MacMillan on 0049 5741 12967
or Baz Buckle on 0049 5741 40261.

497, 976 and 981 Squads Royal Marines
(1947): Fifth annual reunion planned for
August at Royal Fleet Club, Plymouth. Details:
Peter Wye, “Pet-a-Pat”, 349 Old Road, Clac-
ton-on-Sea, Essex CO15 3RQ (01255
434784).

20 Regiment RA: Reunion planned for week-
end Nov 14-15 at Devizes, Wilts. Details: R
(Geordie) Graham, 60 St Mary's Grove,
Nailsea, nr Bristol BS48 4NJ (01275 852781).

723 King's Squad RM (1959-60): Second
reunion planned for June 1999 to mark 40
years. Details from Dave Prichard (01222
790233) or Tony Daker (01902 631951).

Anthony Murphy seeks help in identifying
this gold medal which has come into his
possession. It came with a 1914-15 trio to
1872 Pte E Selby RAMC. If anyone can
help, they should write to him at 71 Farm
Hill, Woodingdean, Brighton BN2 6BG.

0121 350 6798 or Eddie Orbell on 01540
651379.

Present owner of relatively rare grey 1968 MG
CGT, registration number NBO 500F, wishes
to hear from former owner Capt Andrew
Teare, then stationed with 25 Engineer Regi-
ment at Osnabruck, to discover more about
history of car, which was 30 years old last
month. Contact Stuart Disbrey, The Downs,

Hardy Road, St Margarets, Dover, Kent CT15
6HJ.

Mrs V E Lew wishes to trace 2nd Lt G Math-
ieson, known to have left the Royal Artillery in
1946. He wrote to her parents on the death of
her brother, Rfn Edward George Rochford, in
the Middle East on April 5, 1941. Replies to 36
Myrtle Road, Harold Hill, Romford, Essex
RM3 8XS.

Ex-infantryman Peter Habgood wants to hear
from former Servicemen who have been
unable to obtain a second career on leaving
the Army with a view to collecting their stories
and campaigning for improvements in longer-
term resettlement and welfare. Write to him at
31 Jubilee Way, Blandford Forum, Dorset
DT11 7UW.

Valued memorabilia, including badges, let-
ters and photographs, have been stolen from
former Sgt H J Tyndall, 12th London Regiment
(The Rangers) KRRC. If any collector recog-
nizes it, they are asked to contact Malcolm C
Berrington Clark, 37 Clayton Lane, Newcas-
tle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire ST5 3DT
(01782 719088).

APPOINTMENTS

Lt Gen Sir Rupert Smith will take over from
Gen Sir Jeremy Mackenzie as Deputy
Supreme Allied Commander Europe in
November. Gen Smith is at present GOC
Northern Ireland.

Colonels: J C Longfield — To DACOS G1
HQ Land, Apr 20; K M Tutt — To Director
DTMX, Apr 20.

Lt Cols: Hon | D W Chant-Sempill, Hidrs —
To Protocol, May 11; M J Clements, R Irish —
To BLO (USA), Aug 15; M G Hickson RLC — To
HQ ARRC, Aug 10; A M F Potter, R Irish — To
CATC, July 1; A H Pryce PWRR - To RMCS,
Sept 1; JW R Thorn RE — To PJHQ(UK), Apr 14.

G T Baldwin QDG — To OHR Brussels, June

15; R H Bounsall RA — To PD/Arty Sys, June
22; D B Cowgill RA — To Bowman Mil Team,
May 11; S J Crowe RLC — To UNMO Sierra
Leone, Apr 27; M J M Dyer, R Signals — To
APC, Sept 1; SR P Ford RDG — To HQ RAC,
Apr 1; R C Goodall RRW - To DI Trg Pol (A),
May 18; M Johnson RA — To DGD&D, May 18;
P Lodge RE — To BDLS Canada, July 22; | D
Mackie AAC — To DAAvn, Sept 21; R J C
Maxwell RLC — To HQ Land, Aug 3; GEW T
Raikes AGC — To MAS(A), Mar 16; W J
Sivewright AAC — To DAAvn, May 11; D H
Toler, Coldm Gds — To HQ AFSOUTH, May
15, D P Turner AAC — To Avn HQ Land, Apr
13; R T Weston, R Signals — To DCIS(A), July

1; M P L Yeoman REME — To DGES(A), June 1.

L S Burr RLC — To HQ Land, July 20; C Col-
lett AAC — To D Def Con, Aug 26; H A R Han-
cock, R Signals — To HQ QMG, Apr 16; CD M
Harris RLC — To HQ Aldershot Garr, July 20; T
G Hoddinott RE — To DCIS(A), Aug 3; N D
Morrison RLC — To HQ Scotland, Nov 16; AM
W Mortimer LI - To DI CTS, July 14; D E Rowl-
inson, R Signals — To RMCS, Nov 2; D A H
Shaw RA — To RMCS, Nov 23; T J Sweet RA
— To RCB, Nov 2; | A Swinton REME — To
DGES(A), May 18.

Retirements
Colonel: G W Somerville, late RCT, Apr 24.
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Birthday perspective: Officers and sol-
diers of the 1st Battalion, The Royal Reg-
iment of Fusiliers parade to celebrate
their 30th anniversary on St George's
Day at Ebrington Barracks, Londonderry,
where the battalion is based.

St George’s Day is the regimental day
for the fusiliers and was celebrated with
a Colours parade of four companies,
with each guard consisting of 48 rank
and file. Brig Simon Young, Commander
8 Brigade, took the salute.

Other events during the celebrations
included the inter-company football final

for the Newcastle Cup, a tug of war com-
petition, and a battalion show and all-
ranks party in the evening.

The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers was
formed on April 23, 1968 on the amalga-
mation of the Northumberland, Warwick-
shire, Lancashire and Royal (City of
London) Fusiliers.

@® Soldiers from the regiment’s 2nd
Battalion, based at Celle in Germany,
provided a burial party for the interment
of the remains of three First World War
Fusiliers near Arras in Northern France.
See Pages 16-17.

Missing ‘members’ worry
the Army widows' funds

TRUSTEES of officer and soldier
dependants’ funds have expressed con-
cern that hundreds of officers and thou-
sands of soldiers are not members,
jeopardising the financial security of
their families.

Maj Tony Bettaney, secretary and
treasurer of both funds, says 769 offi-
cers have failed to take up membership
of the Army Officers’ Dependants
Fund, while 6,577 other ranks are not
members of the Soldiers’ Dependants
Fund.

In recent months both charities have
streamlined their operations, changed
their names and increased their levels of
grants. Both are now administered from
a single office within the Adjutant Gen-
eral’s Personnel and Training Com-
mand at Upavon and hope to offer
membership to Gurkhas next year.

On January 1 the Army Officers’
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Widows and Widowers Fund, which
dates from 1820, merged with the
Single Officers’ Dependants Fund, and
the two soldier funds also amalgamat-
ed.

Basic grant rates for death in service
increased on May 1 to a ceiling of
£8,000 for married officers and sol-
diers, and up to £5,500 for single offi-
cers and soldiers. The annual
subscription rates remained unchanged
at £3 for soldiers, £6 for officers and
£12 for retired officers eligible for
membership. Non-Regular Permanent
Staff (NRPS) soldiers will become eligi-
ble before the end of this year.

Full details are in DCI (Army) 44/98.
Serving personnel wishing to join
should see their regimental administra-
tion officer and eligible retired officers
should contact the fund secretary on
01980 615734.

Picture: Sgt Brian Gamble

MUSIC/Gordon Turner

Back in 3
business with
Bandleader

IT is always difficult to know where to start
with a new column, and while it is not
intended that it should merely recommend
(or not, as the case may be) the latest
recordings, of necessity this month I shall
be attempting to catch up with a backlog of
CDs.

Bandleader Records, the main source of
UK military band recordings, have recently
moved from the Valentine Music Group to
Modern Publicity Services and it is several
months since they issued any new record-
ings. They are now back in business and the
first batch of CDs is available.

These include Royal Windsor (Band-
leader CD BNA 5132), a programme of
mainly marches connected with either
Windsor or London, the two permanent
stations of the Household Cavalry bands.
The Band of The Life Guards is in immac-
ulate form.

IRISH AIRS

Reflections (Bandleader CD BNA
5133), presented by the Band, Bugles,
Pipes and Drums of The Royal Irish Regi-
ment, and Emerald Isle (Bandleader CD
BNA 5135), featuring the Band of the Irish
Guards, both have some excellent arrange-
ments of Irish airs. The Bands of The Life
Guards and The Blues and Royals, and the
Pipes and Drums of The Black Watch com-
bined for a tour of North America and One
Hundred Thousand Welcomes (Band-
leader CD BNA 5136) is a recording of the
music used.

Marching with the Gurkhas (Droit
Music TRCD 973) is a collection of 20
parade marches played by the Band of the
Brigade of Gurkhas. The tempo of the
marches alternates between normal heavy
infantry and light infantry, thus we have a
normal pace Arromanches followed by Step
Lightly at breakneck speed, with the
remainder following in similiar fashion.

WORLD TOUR

A mammoth recording project embarked
on by the Normandy Band of the Queen’s
Division is a series of six compact discs
titled “Tour The World”. Volume One,
The Mediterranean (Plantagenet Music
PMRD 9408), has recently been released.
The programme includes marches, film
music, operatic extracts and big band-style
arrangements. Among the marches are
Unter Der Admirals Flagge, Marche Lorraine,
Malta GC, Turkish March, The French Mili-
tary March and a rarity, The Sun God by
Zehle.

If you do experience difficulties obtaining
recordings mentioned here, or have any
queries on the subject of military music,
please write to me c/o Soldier.




Diary,
Anel . .

LT Gen Roderick Cordy-Simpson visited The
Light Dragoons at Hohne to say farewell to
his regiment on his retirement last month.
The general commanded the 13th/18th
Royal Hussars (Queen Mary's Own) before it
amalgamated to form the LD in 1992. His
last appointment was as deputy commander
for operations at HQ SFOR in Sarajevo.

Second World War veteran Michael Halst-
ed (77) of Cheltenham won a Ford Mondeo
in the Royal Artillery Heritage raffle held in
aid of the gunners’ new museum at Wool-
wich. The car, the top prize, was delivered to
Michael by 32nd Regiment RA on the back
of a DROPS vehicle escorted by a Multiple
Launch Rocket System. The regiment fought
at the Battle of Gazala, North Africa, in which
Michael was seriously wounded while serv-
ing with the Queen’s Dragoon Guards.

The Freedom of Maidstone has been
granted to 220 Field Hospital RAMC(V).

Blenheim Palace will offer a fitting
backdrop to a concert and Beating
Retreat to be staged by SSAFA and the
Army Benevolent Fund on the evening of
June 19. Performers include the Band of
the Grenadier Guards, the Waterloo Band
of The Royal Green Jackets and the Pipes
and Drums of the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Gurkha Rifles. Tickets on 012357 67477.

Marilyn Mailley can brighten up your billet
... with posters ranging from motorbikes to
pretty ladies. Bosnian units in particular,
whose walls could use a “lift", may contact
Marilyn at 19 Uffmoor Estate, Halesowen,
West Midlands B63 4JR (0121 585 5274).

Vassilia Paraschis grew up in a small
Greek town and survived the deprivations of
the German occupation. Aged 17, she met
and married a British soldier working with the
liberation forces’ postal services in Athens.
After many years of ill health Tom Hill died of
a heart attack in 1987, and his wife has writ-
ten the story of their love and faith in a 60-
page booklet, available from publishers
Arthur H Stockwell, EIms Court, Torrs Park,
llfracombe, Devon EX34 8BA (price £3.75)
or the author, Vassilia Hill, 6 Palatine Close,
Torquay, Devon TQ1 1RD (add 50p pé&p).

Pictures: Chris Barker

On guard: 1 DWR (left) at the palace
and (above left) LCpl Dougie Stroyan

LCPL Dougie Stroyan’s left leg was blown
off below the knee by a Bosnian landmine
five years ago. Last month he was on
parade as the 1st Battalion, The Duke
of Wellington’s Regiment mounted
guard outside Buckingham Palace.

Dougie’s rehabilitation has been aston-
ishing. Fitted with an artificial leg, he fills
a corporal storeman’s job and hopes to
complete a full 22-year career with the
regiment on the stores side.

The DWR has taken over Cavalry Bar-
racks, Hounslow from the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Regiment of Wales for a two-
year tour attached to London District. Itis
the first time the regiment has carried out
public duties in London.

Commanding officer It Col Simon
Newton followed tradition by filling the
role of Captain of the first Queen’s Guard.

Lt John Hinchliffe, ensign on the day,
commissioned into the Dukes from the

-

JUNE

2: 41-gun royal salute by King's Troop RHA,
Hyde Park, 1200, and 62-gun royal salute by
HAC, Tower of London, 1300, to mark anniver-
sary of the Coronation.

3-4: Floodlit Beating Retreat by Massed Bands
of the Household Division, Horse Guards
Parade, 2130. Tickets on 0171 839 5323.

9-11: Beating Retreat by Massed Bands of Royal
Arillery, Horse Guards Parade. Details: 0181
781 3168.

13-14: Middle Wallop International Air Show
(tickets on 01264 782312).

13: Queen'’s Birthday Parade (Queen’s Colour of
1 WG to be trooped); Colonel’'s Review, June 6;
Major General's Review, May 30.

19: Band concert and Beating Retreat at
Blenheim Palace, Woodstock, Oxfordshire, in

DATES

~N

aid of SSAFA and ABF. Gates open 1800 (ticket
details on 012357 67477).

28: Colchester Garrison Country Day at Fin-
gringhoe, 1000 to 1700, with many attractions
(details on 01264 782312).

JULY

19: Aldershot Military Museum “Music and Mus-
kets” day, from 1330 (details on 01252 314598).
21-Aug 2: Royal Tournament, Earls Court. Tick-
ets: 0171 244 0244.

NOVEMBER
20-21: Army Arts Society annual exhibition,
Medieval Hall, Salisbury.

@ To include public events in this diary, contact

the Editor.

Dougie marches
back into limelight

ranks of the Coldstream Guards, having
taken part in Queen’s Guards with No 7
Coy. It was a proud moment for him when
1 DWR handed over to 1 Coldm Gds, new
residents of Victoria Barracks, Windor.

Patriotic citizens will be pleased to learn
that while most of England ignores St
George’s Day, the Coldstream celebrate it
as a regimental holiday, this year demon-
strating the art of dragon-slaying to an
appreciative audience of schoolchildren.

RSM Dave Hall, on horseback and in
full armour as St George, demolished the
dragon and rescued a fair damsel on the
square at Victoria Barracks. The pageant
rounded off a morning of sport, after
which the battalion stood down for the
rest of the day. The Scots Guards cele-
brate St Andrew’s Day, as do the Irish
Guards St Patrick’s Day and the Welsh
Guards St David’s Day.

Ninety-four men of Princess Patri-
cia’s Canadian Light Infantry mount-
ed guard at Buckingham Palace last
month, the first time Canadian soldiers
have done so since the Coronation in
1953. A warrant officer and two sergeants
from the Welsh Guards helped the PPCLI
prepare for their royal duties.

® The Gibraltar Regiment fired a 62-
gun salute at the Tower of London on
April 21 to mark the Queen’s birthday.
The Honourable Artillery Company,
which traditionally fires its 25-pounders
on Tower Wharf, fired Gibraltar’s salute.

® Further south, a tri-Service Queen’s
Birthday Parade was led by the OC of the
Falkland Islands Defence Force, Maj
Marvin Clarke. The Army was represent-
ed by 69 Gurkha Field Squadron QGE
under Lt (QGO) Chitrabahadur Gurung.
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Picture: Maj Joseph Bright

Double helping of Hipper . . . finally

WAS 5 Kings the only Army unit to
receive the surrender of a German battle-
ship?

Ken Moore, chairman of the 5th King’s
No 2 T Force Old Comrades Association,
tells us of a unique presentation involving
the force’s Second World War adversaries.

At their annual reunion they were given
a silver model of the Hipper by Kpt Lt
(Retd) Klaus Dieter Brodzig of the
German Navy, who had acted as liaison
officer during the OCA’s visit to Kiel a
year ago.

The story starts in May 1945, when two
5 Kings’ companies in their T Force role —
they were a special unit set up to secure

secret equipment, installations and VIPs
before they could be removed or sabo-
taged — entered Kiel. Maj George Lam-
bert of A Coy was one of those eventually
involved in accepting a surrender (arrived
at only after the Germans had been per-
suaded to call Admiral Doenitz, the acting
head of state) which covered everything in
Kiel, including the Hipper.

As the 5 Kings OCA has no table silver,
the commission of a model battleship was
taken on by a German veteran and duly
conveyed to London by Kpt Lt Brodzig. It
was accepted by Maj Lambert, who can
thus claim to have received the Hipper
twice in his lifetime.

Russian about on a bike . ..

LS0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, May 1948

YOUNG-ISH LOVE

Should a woman marry a man younger than
herself?

Usually a woman prefers an older man,
but sometimes there is the woman who
prefers a much younger husband whom
she can mother. Often there is a lack of
judgement when a woman of about 45
marries a very young man. There are
many cases of women who are five years
older than their husbands making good
marriages.

(Question and answer at a marriage guid-
ance Brains Trust for soldiers in London)

7Z5YEARS AGO

From Soldier, May 1973

SOUNDS LIKE HOME

Glasgow lass Lulu was welcomed to
Hong Kong by the skirl of bagpipes.
When she flew in to give two concerts in
the Colony, the singer was met by two
pipers from the 1st Battalion, The Black

Watch as she stepped off the aircraft.
~ 4
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Pedal pusher: SSgt Julie MacDonald AGC
(left) is training hard for a 660-km bicycle
ride across the Russian countryside. Serv-
ing with the Armed Forces Personnel
Administration Agency at Worthy Down,
she is looking for sponsors to raise funds
for SCOPE (formerly the Spastics Society).
Julie will join more than 100 other
cyclists for the ride from St Petersburg to
Moscow, finishing in Red Square.

Auchinwraith
poem puzzle

MRS Daphne Allen reckons one of our
knowledgeable readers will be able to pro-
vide the missing lines in a poem copied out
by her late husband from the Ocrupress,
journal of the Officer Cadet Training Unit
(OCTU) at Auchinwraith House, Both-
well, near Glasgow in 1943.

Entitled “Battle Saga”, the poem was
based on the rhythm of “Hiawatha” and
started:

“Neath the shadow of red Mendick

Runs the streamlet of Westwater,

Where King Seat and Little King Seat

Serve as playgrounds for the mortar”

Mrs Allen is unable to decipher lines
five to seven of verse five and would be
grateful for some help.

The relevant bit is:

“Plans are made while Hell's Inferno

Rages round the little band,

Major Phillips keeps the fires up

‘Will he never drop his hand?’

Bren group then responds ——

Rise from

——— - then move!’
Now they go their worth to prove.”

Mrs Allen is hoping to publish the
wartime letters exchanged by her and her
then fiancé, Capt David Allen RE, as a
book. She can be contacted at 19 Percy
Street, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwick-
shire CV37 6SL (01789 293181).

THE colourful new-look Journal of the Royal
Military Police has been given a vote of
confidence by its
management commit-
tee. Behind the
changes is retired
Metropolitan Police
superintendent Bob
Peedle (right), a
former TA major in the
RMP, who took over
as editor a year ago e

and has radically revamped the magazine.

An “interactive” exhibition on the history of
codes and code-breakers, including the story
of how Biritish Intelligence broke the secrets
of Germany’s Enigma machines, opened at
the Royal Signals Museum, Blandford, on
May 15. On the same day, the museum
received an award for its standards from the
the Museum and Galleries Commission.

The Dorset Yeomanry, the first totally
new regiment to be raised in the British
Army for almost 50 years, celebrated its
first anniversary with a weekend of
demonstrations, dinners and parades at
Bovington. It formed on April 1 last year.

An appeal for funds to resite the Suffolk
Regiment Museum the short distance from
Gibraltar Barracks to a special gallery within
the Moyses Hall Museum in the centre of
Bury St Edmunds has been launched. Con-
tributions may be sent to the Suffolk Regi-
ment Museum Appeal Fund, The Keep,
Gibraltar Barracks, Out Risbygate Street,
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP33 3RN.

Thirty-five veterans of the Queen’s Own
Buffs and their wives will roll back 54 years
when they visit Copenhagen from Sept 6-12
to meet Danes who fought alongside them
during the Second World War and who have
formed their own association. The party
hopes to have an audience with Queen Mar-
garetha Il. The Danish Buffs were on active
service in Burma and other theatres with the
Buffs, The Royal East Kent Regiment.

The last Northumberland Hussar was
the guest of honour at a dinner to mark
his 36 years of service. Maj Tony Dono-
hue, who completed 37 annual camps,
joined B Sqn in South Shields in 1960.

A long-standing link between the RAMC
and the Royal Navy Medical Services was
marked by a mess dinner in the Senior
Rates’ Mess of the RN Hospital in Gibraltar.
The hospital was run by the RAMC, which
celebrates its centenary this year, until 1964.

Leeds, home to the Peter Liddle collection
of First World War soldiers’ and families’ let-
ters and recollections, is to host a conference
and dinner to mark the 80th anniversary of the
Armistice. Prices range from £5 for a single
lecture to £261 for the two days, Nov 10-11,
and accommodation at the Queen’s Hotel.
Details from The Liddle Collection, Brotherton
Library, University of Leeds, W Yorks LS2
9JT, tel 0113 2335566, fax 0113 2335561) or
e-mail c.l.harder@Ilibrary.novell.leeds.ac.uk



The regular
feature in
which we
ask soldiers

for their
views on
an issue

Sunshine posting?

With the closing of so many overseas bases, a posting to Cyprus
is an ever more attractive option for many soldiers and their
families. But what is it really like to live and work on the island?
Is it the “sunshine posting?” We asked ten soldiers serving there.

Pte Kevin Ford,
1LI

Itis, but there are a
lot of duties and we
don’t get to go
home that often. It is
certainly not what
people think. But I'd
rather be here than,
say, the Falklands.

Pte Wayne
McKenna, 1 LI
If you've got the
money and the time
off, then it is a sun-
shine posting. But it
also depends on
whether you want to
go out and try things.
‘ There are lots of
thlngs to do rather than just sit in watching
TV ... like jet-skiing, the beach and shop-
ping ... it's all right!

Sgt Richard Parsons, RLC
Yes itis.I'm an ex-
Duke of Welling-
ton’s infantryman
and I've seen both
sides of the life. |
have extended my
tour here and, by
the time | leave, will
have done three-
and-a-half years on
the island. I'm
loving it. The family is settled and | have a
good job. -

LCpl Peter
Hartley, 1 LI

Yes and no. People at
home don’t see the
hard grafting. We
knuckle down and do
a lot of duties. The
RAF needs us more

since the RAF Regiment was taken back
home, and that doesn't help. But we do get
time off. I'd like to be here for the sunshine
and sport, but elsewhere so that | could see
more of the family.

Sgt Michael
Roberts, AGC

It is sunny but the
days of it being the
sunshine posting are
over. A lot of guys
work longer hours or
have two jobs

because, like every-
one else, we suffer
from a shortage of staff. But it can still be
good fun. There are plenty of facilities for
water sports.

LCpl Anita
Patterson, RLC

No, it's not a sunshine
posting. | work as a
postie and it is good,
but it is still work.
Many people think we
finish

work at 1330, but
remember that we
have to get up at 0530, and at the end of
the day we are exhausted. Leisure facilities
are excellent. | sail dinghies every weekend.

WOI1 Trevor
Lawrence, RLC
Beyond a shadow
of doubt, it is a sun-
shine posting. It's
one of the last
decent postings
and, when you
come here, you
have to take advan-
tage of all that it has to offer. Cyprus is
great and it is nice that most units and
individuals can have the chance to come
back every few years.

Interviews: Graham Bound  Pictures: Mike Weston
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Pte Rob Purvis, 1
LI
It's good. I like it
here, although we’re
on guard most of
the time. We have
lots of adventure
training and there
have been exercises
: in the Middle East,
so we have had an interesting time. But a
lot of the guys have girlfriends back
home and miss them. All in all, though, |
enjoy it.

LCpl Ken Tuckey, RLC
It is good here
although it is hard
to keep in touch
with work col-
leagues back in the
UK, as we have to
almost every day.
This is mainly
because of the time
difference,
although it doesn’t
help that their attitude towards you may
be “you’re in Cyprus, so you've got it
easy. Don’t bother us”. They always ask
us how the weather is, hoping we’ll say
it’s raining.

Sgt Rab Murray,
RLC

It's the best posting
I've had...and['ve
been to Hong Kong.
Itis partly because
I'm working in the
Barrack Store with
the RAF and they
tend to say “can you”
instead of “do it”. It's a brilliant place to live
although it can be difficult for the wives
because it's not always easy to find jobs.
They can get fed up with sunbathing . . .
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& Aureshelral

Limited

The Toughest Shelters For The World’s Toughest Jobs

Pioneering Aireshelta inflatable buildings have proved themselves in action again and again
with all Britain’s armed forces and civilian emergency services.

The photographs on this page tell their own story with the Airesheltas now deployed all over the world with units as
diverse as the Royal Military Police, the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, the Army Air Corps and both the
Royal Air Force and Royal Navy aircraft crash investigation and salvage teams.

The company has now unveiled its revolutionary inflatable Aireshower decontamination unit designed with the
Ambulance Service Association working group on major chemical incidents.

Aireshelta made the world’s largest
inflatable garage which helped to
give the history-making British
Thrust supersonic car team a vital
edge when it smashed both the world
land speed record and sound barrier.

Airesheltas come in any size and
colour, including camouflage,
and are ideal as:

einstantly-inflated command
and control centres

S = +highly portable temporary
A REME inflatable w workshops that can withstand

m e : the world’s harshest weather
T yﬁ g B . W °casualty-clearing stations and

temporary field hospitals

With the Army Air Corps in Norway.

briefing cases, field classrooms and
eye-catching exhibition displays at
public shows

they take a couple of soldiers just
minutes to inflate and deflate

=we also provide super-bright
low-energy lights, Honda
generators and instant Hotcan food

Rescﬁers test the Aireshower.

The Military Police uusé Airesheh‘é‘s as mobile‘éhec}pdints; ir-1 éésﬁia. e
Airesheltas turn the great outdoors ... indoors
6 z ]3 Aireshelta Ltd, Jubilee Works, 10 Dale Street, Longwood,

Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, HD3 4TG.

Telephone: (01484) 646559, Fax: (01484) 644450, HONDA

S0 5002 E-mail: Richard@airshel.demon.co.uk




Mercedes-Benz - Tax Free!
from £14,502

C-class from £14,502, E-class from £17,544, SL from £39,040"

Mercedes-Benz Piccadilly is the UK’s
Diplomatic & Tourist Sales office and our
specialist team have wide military
experience. Make the most of current
exchange rates combined with military
discount on selected models for the

Mercedes of your choice. Our cars are
naturally available in left or right hand
drive for most markets worldwide
including UK specification and we continue
to offer excellent delivery times.

Call today for full details.

Mercedes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz Piccadilly
Diplomatic & Tourist Sales, Mercedes-Benz (UK) Ltd, 78 Piccadilly, London W1V 0AQ
Tel: 0171 491 5500 Fax: 0171 409 1708 Email: sales@export.mercedes-benz.co.uk

+ Prices correct at 8/5/98



