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human torch 
tragedy 
A MAN who tried to burn himself to death outside a British Army base 
in west Belfast later returned to thank the soldiers whose instant reac- 
tion to the situation unquestionably saved his life. 

The civilian, in his late 20s, ambulance and the RUC. The the troops who had saved him. 
had doused himself with petrol soldiers stayed with the man, LCpl John Kimble said 
and struck matches which believed to have suffered “Luckily, the soldier on the 
ignited petrol on the ground. family bereavements, until the front gate was quick to tell us 

But before the flames could emergency services arrived on what was going on, so I ran out 
catch hold on his clothes, thescene. of the gate in an attempt to 
troops on sangar duty with the Later, he reappeared at the stop the man. I managed to get 
1st Battalion, The Royal main gate to Fort Whiterock him to drop the matches and 
Anglian Regiment doused him security forces base and LCpl Andy Pether put out the 
with a iire extinguisher while handed a box ofchocolates to a flames with an Army extin- 
colleagues radioed for an sentry as a gesture of thanks to guisher.” 

Amy Winter Spa* 
Association’s 50th 
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St Mark 

!4 Audley Cour t  
Caring hearl of 
the Midlands 
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march pays off 
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12 Reviews 
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33 Postcard: 9 
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wear two badges 

40 sport 

. . .  and skiing soldiers save tourist 
TWO soldiers on a skiing holi- In deteriorating weather, a with the group went for help. A 
day in Andorra saved the life of man in their party fell badly, mountain rescue team was 
a British tourist, thanks to their fracturing ribs and his collar soon on the spot. 
Army first aid training. bone, When the soldiers With the injured man in safe 

S g t  Julian Abbott, a signals reached him he was in consid- hands, the soldiers escorted his 
instructor from Blandford, and erable distress and struggling distressed wife and daughter to 
Cpl Mark Ashton, from Alder- to breathe. They were told by the main resort and reassured 
shot-based 63 Airborne Close his wife that he was asthmatic. them over a cup of tea. 
Support Squadron RLC, were Sgt  Abbott and Cpl Ashton A doctor later confirmed 
at pas de la casa when the in& concentrated on steadying the that the soldiers had taken the 

man’s while a ski rep right actions in the SiNation. 
3 dent tookplace. 
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Natocars are renowned for the generous discounts given to entitled 
personnel for Tax Free car purchase. 

NOW, MANY OF THESE DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE 
FOR IMMEDIATE USE IN U.KI 

Natocars have negotiated a pricing structure with their 
manufacturers that is lower than that used by conventional U.K. 
dealers, giving Tax Paid savings of up to 19% on a full U.K. 
specification vehicle. 
All you need to do is order your car whilst abroad and we'll meet 
you with it on yourretum home! 
You can arrange to part exchange your car while you are away (we 
value by post), enjoy a low finance rate with repayment protection. 
receive an extra car insurance discount and, subject to status, gain 
instantly a maximum 60-658 no claims bonus. 
Everything can be conducted with complete confidence through 
Natocars' telephone, postal and fax service, perfected by more than 
30 years' experience. 
Full details are contained in the new 'Natocars Guide to Car 
Buying'. sent free together with your choice of new car bmchures. 
Alternatively, we offer a quality guaranteed used car scheme with 
14 day, no quibble, exchange promise. 

FREEPHONE FROM: Germany. 01-3085 9806. 
Holland - 06022 9606. Belgium - 0600 14310. 

Cyprus - 0809 1058. 

TELEPHONE: Other Areas - 01278 455555. 
Fax - 01278 450396 or CLIP THE COUPON. 

- -  
A Rewarding Experience I: 

Wylds Road - Bridgwater - Somerset - TA6 4DG 
Tel. 01278 455555. Fax 01278450396 . 
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Motorola D400 €9.99 
Excluslve to HM Forces 

A No deposit 
A Use in over 50 countries 
Ik Per second billing 
Ik Digital quality 
A Instant credit pass 
For further details and mail order CAU TODAY 
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Soldier shot 
LBDR Stephen Restorick, who 
had served with 3rd Regiment, 
Royal Horse Artillery for 4% 
years, died when he was hit by 
a single round while mannmg a 
vehicle check-point in Bess- 
brook, CO Armagh on Fehru- 
ary 12. 

Paying tribute to LBdr 

dead at Bessbrook VCP 
Restorick, who was on a SIX- 

month tour in Northern Ire- 
land, his commanding officer, 
Lt Col Matthew Sykes, said 
the regiment was saddened at 
his death. 
"He was a thoroughly popu- 

lar man. His easy-going  re 
and ready sense of humour 

made him many friends in his 
battery and the regiment. 

"His love of life ensured that 
he always made the best of 
whatever he was doing, wher- 
ever in the world he was," said 
Lt Col sykes. 

A civilian woman was also 
hurt in the incident. 

You'll be better 
off, says pay 
review body 

MEMBERS of the Armed 
Forces are to receive pay rises 
of between three and 3.4 per 
cent, while further increases in 
accommodation charges are to 
be introduced to bring them 
closer to the rents paid by civil- 
tans. 

Variations wlll depend on 
rank and length of service. 

Top salary awards - from 
major general upwards - rec- 
ommended by the Armed 
Forces Pay Review Sody 
(AFPRB) and accepted by the 
Government range from 2.7 
per cent to six per cent. 

At all levels, the increases 
will be met in two stages, on 
April 1 and December 1. The 
f i s t  increase will he of 2 per 
cent, followed by the full award 
at the end of the year. 

According to the Ministry of 
Defence, all Servicemen and 
women will be better off overall 
after rises in pay and charges 
are taken into account. 

Most forms of additionalpay 
- for example flying pay - are 
being uprated in line Wth the 
general increase in basic pay, 
and staged. 

Revised married quarter 
charges set by the AFPRB take 
account of the disadvantages of 
living in quarters. The daily 
increase ranges from 2p to 9 2 ~  
for officers and 3p to 2qP for 

other ranks. Although the m a r  
ried quarters estate is now in 
private ownership, rent levels 
remain the responsibility of the 
independent pay body. 

Garage rent goes up by ,63 to 
E160 a year and water and 

quarters to ,6201. The water 
charge for occupants of single 
accommodation is to remain 
unchanged at L66 a year. 

Daily increases to single 
accommodation charges range 
from zero to 16p for officers 
and zero to lop for other ranks. 

D d y  food charge increases 
range from 7p for married 
unaccompanied personnel 
g16.10 a week) to lop for 
single soldiers g21.91 a 
week). In line with the pay 
award, the increased charges 
will he phased in. 

Committal bonuses oavahle 

at the five-year point will be 
increased by E1,OOO to ,63,000 
from April 1. 

London pay has been suc- 
ceeded by a London Supple- 
ment designed to impmve 
retention and recruiting in the 
capital. 

Although aimed at more 
junior ranks, it is to be paid to 
everyone up to one-star level 
working in inner London, 
Hounslow and Woolmch. 

Arrangements are being 
made to ensure anyone receiv- 
ing London pay will not be 
financially disadvantaged. 

A "job specification" ele- 
ment in the pay of top com- 
manders will mean those with 
greater responsibility being 
rewarded accordingly. A major 
general with an operational 
role will receive more than a 
major general in a desk job. 

The X-factor, which recog- 
nises the special nature of sol- 
diering, remains unchanged at 
12 per cent after last year's half 
Der cent increase. 

A summary of Detence 
toplcs from Westminster 

'eers told 
i f  medical 
disaster' 
ONCERN over the abiliv of 
ie Defence Medical Sewieesto 
ape wllh commitments was 
nced in the House of Lords. 
ne tormer Chief of the Defence 
taff spoke of a 'disaster area". 
Aslang whether the provision 

f m e d d  and nursing sewms 
ir the Armed Forces was ade- 
uate now or in the event of war, 
aroness Cox spoke on FebN- 
ry6 of "serious sh0rtnge.s". 
For the Government, Lord 

enley said the present provi- 
on was adequate. 'We are, 
wever, inthepmassofreview- 
ig the Defence Medical Ser- 
ces to ensure they are properly 
ianned and equipped to meet 
ny necessary ievei of medical 
ipport for future operaliona" 
He added: '1 am aware that 

iere are shortages in hey areas, 
articuiarly among surgeons, 
naesthetists and operating the- 
Ire nurses." Any shottfalls in 
18 national contingency force 
ould be made good by the use 
f resewes if required. 

PAY AND CONDlllONS 
By Apnl 1 this year, the minis- 

!r said, the A n y  shortfall of 
irgeons would be 13 against a 
quiremenl of 45. 
He sad  the DMS review 

iciuded pay, terms and condi- 
3ns of S~MM) for all personnel. 
Two former Chiefs of lhe 
@fence Staff spoke in the 
ebate. 
Fd Marshal Lord Cawer 

sscribed "serious concern" 
mong Senior officers about the 
apabliily to provide operational 
wer and about Defence Med- 
ai Sewices personnel "being 
eated as cheap labour" in miii- 
iry units of NHS hospitals. 
Fd Marshal Lord Bramail said 

tat 'everything we have heard 
lis affernoon on this question 
wresents a disaster area in 
eace and wa? and warned oi 
rreparable damage" to the 
iedioal and nursing setvices il 
mion was not laken soon. 
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SOLDIER COMPETlTlO~ 
SOLDIER, in conjunc- 
tion with Willlam Ellis, 
is offering readers the 
chance to win one of these 
attractive sports shirts. 
It couldn't be easier -just 
answer the following 
question. I 

L 1 
- Please send your answer t( 

SOLDIER Magazinf 
WE Comp, Ordnanc 

Road, Aldershot, Hanf 
GU11 2DU, to amve n 

later than March 3 1 
1997. Winners will b 

L notified by pos 

Villiam Ellis. the %pons and leisurewear mail Ordcr company. lakes i& inspiration fro 
lhc rich md colourful world of Rugby Fwlhall. The quality and workmanship of ou 
n l m  range of E ~ O ~ S  and casual clothing km proud testament 10 those early pianeel 

For more information please leler.hone 0171 1% 6100 or fax 0171 134 6300. 
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ou (suhect to status), includir 

b I  $ ~ ~ ~ ~ $ h ~ ~ & ~ e ~ h x  
Future Vdur - Easy used car disposal-UK 
values agxed in advance 

* Delivery where you want it, 
shipping arranged 

* Widespread &er sales nerwor 

f i t 's  Rover ... i t 's  SCE 
:E Ltd. FREEPOST, Faringdon Oxon SN7 5BR U1 

Introducing our 
ready made service for 

officers & SNCOs 
mess kits 

A faster  and more economical 
alternative to make to measure and 

you'll  be surprised how well they fit! 
MADE TO MEASURE SERVICE 

OPERATES AS USUAL 

UNIFORMAL 
YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR 

HEAD OFFICE: Van Dungie House, Meynell 
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YOUR DUTCH 
PARACHUTING WINGS 

IN A FEW DAYS! 

'aracentrum Texel organises weekly courses for 
novice parachutists. 

After five jumps you qualify for the internationally 
,ecognised A-licence and receive the Dutch wings. 

Call your military contact for information and 
prices daily: 

Simon Woerlee 00 31 2223 11464 
Roy Mobsby 01 703 899369 

or write to 
Paracentrum Texel, Postweg 128, 

1795 JS De Cocksdorp, Texel, 
The Netherlands 

Black 
Watch 
in Hong 
Kona 

U 
THE LAST British infantry 
battalion to serve in Hong 
Kong before the handover to 
China departed for the Colony 
at the beginning of February. 

The 1st Battalion, The Black 
Watch deployed from its bar- 
racks at Fort George for an 
unaccompanied tour which will 
culminate in a parade on June 
30, when the Union Flag is 
lowered for the last time and 
Hong Kong is handed back to 
the People's Republic, 

Commanded by Lt Col 
Alasdair Loudon, the Black 
Watch relieved the 1st Battal- 
ion, The Staffordshire Regi- 
ment, which had spent five 
months upholding British sov- 
ereignty as the drawdown of 
the garrison gathered pace. 

Te r r i e rs 
salute to 
50 years 
CELEBRATIONS to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Territorial Army in Northern 
Ireland went off with a bang 
when 206 (Ulster) Battery, 
Royal Artillery (Volunteers) 
was given the honour of firing a 
21-gun salute to commemo- 
rate the Queen's accession. 

The ceremony, in front of 
Parliament Buildings at Stor- 
mont, also signalled the start of 
a year of celebrations and com- 
memorations which will be 
observed by the 2,580 TA 
members in Northern Ireland. 

In London, the 45th anniver- 
sary ofrhe accession was greeted 
by royal salutes fired by The 
King's Troop and the Hon- 
ourable Artillery Company. 

ARRC commander 
LT GEN Mike Jackson took 
command of NATO's Allied 
Command Europe Rapid 
Reaction Corps (ARRC) on 
February 18. He succeeded 
Gen Sir Michael Walker, who 
has been appointed C-in-C 
Land Command at Wilton. 

Cold load: Soldiers from 3 Tank 
Transporter Squadron RLC 
drive a huge Scammell Com- 
mander vehicle on 10 the Yuri 
Maskarov for the unit's second 
deployment to Bosnia in a year, 
this time in suppolt of the Sta- 
bilisation Force (SFOR). The 
move from their base at 
Antwerp Barracks, Sennelager, 

to Emden port in heavy snow 
was a sharp reminder of the 
conditions they can expect in 
the Balkans. 

During their previous tour in 
Bosnia the squadron covered 
more than one million kilome- 
tres and moved 80,000 tonnes 
of armour for the peace imple- 
mentation force. 

Services to share 

A NEW tri-Service Staff Col- 
lege is to be built on a green- 
field site within the perimeter 
of the Royal Military College 
of Science at Shrivenham in 
Oxfordshire. 

The decision to construct a 
new, /;500-million establish- 
ment for all three Services was 
announced by Armed Forces 
Minister Nicholas Soames in 
the Commons on February 4 
and follows a careful examina- 
tion of other options. 

One plan rejected as too 
expensive was to concentrate 
training of future commanders 
of the British Army, Royal Navy 
and Royal Atr Force at the 

new staff college 
Army Staff College, Camberley. 

A SercolLaing consortium 
has won the contract to build 
the new college, seen as a per- 
manent centre of military 
excellence. Academic support 
will be provided by Kmgs Col- 
lege, London. 

No final decision has been 
made on the future use of 
Camberley, although it will 
remain in MOD ownership. 
Work is being done to identify 
a "fitting and appropriate" use 
for the historic buildings. 

Mr Soames said the new col- 
lege was a vital element in 
developing joint understand- 
ing between the Services. 

11 What the papers have been saying 

Guts put 
bite on 
museums 
SOME of Britain's Army muse- 
m s  will be forced to close under 
:utS planned by the MOD. A 
'eport commissioned by the 
Winistry described the muse- 
Ims as having "limited market 
weal" and recommended 
?ntrance fees, a commercial 
ipproach which has angered 
soldiers who see the museums 
3s custodians of their regiment's 
ioul. - Sunday Telegraph 

U MOD has confirmed it car- 
ied out secret germ warlare 
ests in London and the South- 
East during the 1960s and 
1970s. -Guardian 

_1 A search has begun for 
iuitabie young criminals to fill 
he MOD'S "boot camp" in Colch- 
?ster. - Daiiy Telegraph 

0 The Japanese-led consor- 
ium that bought the Armed 
:orces' married quarters hous- 
ng estate last year is already 
jrossing millions of pounds from 
he deal. - Times 

U The first complete audit to 
!e made of the nation's 
lefences against the Nazi inva- 
;ion of Britain is to be supported 
,y a f250.000 Heritage Lottery 
:oundation grant. - Guardian 

13 A defence contract that has 
:os1 taxpayers €50 million has 
Peen scrapped after delays and 
echnical problems. The Vixen 
!lectronic warfare system failed 
o meet Army standards. - Times 

li A former Hampshire soldier 
,lam to sue the MOD for up to 
:65,000 over a stress illness he 
:laims was caused in Bosnia. - 
The News. Porismouth 

IJ Saltwood Castle. the 12th 
:entury home of former Defence 
ninister Alan Clark. has been 
)sed by the SAS to practise re3 
:uing the royal family from 
lastage sikmiions. - Daily -res 

U During a visit to Frimley 
>ark Hospital military wing, 
4rmed Forces Minister Nicholas 
joames said there was still nc 
nilitary use for the old Cam 
jridge Military Hospital in Aider. 
shot. - Aldershot News 
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1 c-paration 
SEVERAL new allowances set out as rec- 
ommendations in the AFPRB report are 
awaiting a decision from the Government 
before they can be implemented. 

AllhingeontheintroductionofaLonger 
Separated Service Allowance (USA) 
which would replace Separation Allowance 
(SEPAL), the rules of which are widely 
regarded as complex and discriminatory. 
The early replacement of SEPAL has long 
been a key priority of the pay review body. 
LSSA is aimed at improving recmiment 

andretentionandmarksasignificantchange 
in the way separarion is compensated. 

It is based on a simple format that would 
compensate both married and single per- 
sonnel who have a minimum of three years’ 
service. At present, single Service permn- 
ne1 are not eligible for compensation for 
separation. 

Three key elements of U S A  are: 
0 It would be payable for deployments 

away from a permanent duty station for 
periods often days or more, when unable to 
rerum home on a regular basis for Service 
reason8; 

0 It would be payable to both married 
and single personnel at the same rates; 

0 Rates of U S A  would be sa~ctured in 
three incremental tiers, with movement to 
the higher mtes based on cumulative levels 
of separation. 

U S A  would apply to all mamed per- 
sonnel who joined the Services before 
October 1 this year, but single personnel 
would not be ehgible until they had com- 
pleted three years’ qualifsins service. Both 
married and smgle recruited on or after 
October 1 would have to accumulate three 
years’ service to qual& 

One allowance affected is the MOD’S 
proposal to introduce a Northern Ireland 
Resident Supplement (NIRS) from Octo- 
ber 1, 1997 for mops living in the 
Province. The Royal Irish Regiment Home 
Service would be eligible. 

As and when NIRS is phased in, North- 
ern Ireland pay would be phased out fbr 
troops serving on roulement tours. Until 
that happens, NI pay is to be uprated to 
L4.4OadayfromAprill. 

South Georgia pay would also be phased 
out on the inwducdon of LSSA. In the 
interim it will go up to E4.40 a day. 

One allowance which will change is 
London pay, which traditionally reflects the 
additional cost and wear and tear of living 
in the capital and is paid on top of lodging 
and travel allowances. On the recommen- 
dation of the review body it is to be 
replaced on April 1 by a London Supple- 
ment of E1,OOO. 

The supplement apphes to military per- 
sonnel serving within a five-mile radius of 
I 

Charing Cross. Soldiers already receiving 
b e r  or Outer London pay, and the Hous- 
ing Addition, would have those allowances 
protected until they were posted away from 
the capital. 

But the review body made two specific 
exceptions to the five-mile rule, with the 
result that regiments stationed at Houn- 
slow and Greenwich will also receive the 
London Supplement. 

The AFPRB looked at a Get-You-Home 
scheme designed by the MOD to help 
detached duty personnel return to their 
home base at weekends. It would be in- 
duced at the same time ns USA. 

Meanwhile, the Sepwation Allowance 
rise will not be staged and d 1  take effect 
from April 1. Rates for separation outside 
North West Europe for pefiods longer than 
six months are now E4 a day. The rate 
payable in Europe will be E3.10 a day. 

Quarter charges 
m m  were big issue 

UNHAPPINESS over last year’s larger- 
than-average increase in accommodation 
changes was reflected in the feedback 
noted by members of the Armed Forces 
Pay Review Body during contact with sol- 
diets. 

The 1997 report notes that many per- 
sonnel focused on this issue. 

Commenting on the Government’s 
decision to stage the 1996 military pay 
award, the report says many personnel 
found it difficult to understand why it 
should have been implemented in two 
phases, and resented the effects. 

“. . . decisions on whether to stage the 
main pay award in-year are the responsibil- 
ity of Government. Our concern continues 
to be focused on the negative effects of in- 
year staging and the cost implications for 
those who retire within the staged period.” 

don mto the refurbishment programme ot  
an additional El00 million from the sale of 
the estate to Annington Homes. 

Aside from the staging issue and the 
“considerable resemtions” to the MQ 
charges, the reaction to last year’s pay 
award was favourable overall, says the 
report. 

It points out that quarter charges paid 
by Service personnel were lagging signi6- 
candy behind comparable civilian housing 
payments, even after an abatement had 
been applied to recognise the relative dis- 
advantages of living in Service quarters 

AFPRB members are unhappy that 
much accommodation remains below 
Grade 2 standard, a concern shared by the 
MOD, says the report. It noted the rarget 
set to achieve Grade 1 statns for all quar- 
ters by 2003, and the much-needed iniec- 

(Other ranks work shorter hours 

March-out and the 
roller coaster effect 
blight home living - 
3EVERAL issues, indud- 
ng the poor standard of 
some quarters, were aired 
~ i t h  increasing promi- 
iencewhen AFPRB 
nembers took part in Ser- 
rice discussion groups 
asi year. 
Central message that 

a m e  across was that 
amilies experience prob 
ems with their accommo- 
jation that are unique10 
Service life. 
‘Taken individually,” 

rays the report, ”many of 
he problems are minor, 
,ut the repetltive and 
:umulative effect leads to 
B perception of material 
disadvantage.” 

TOP of the list were the 
3oor standard of some 
quariers. the lack of 
choice and the bureaucra- 
ty of the management 
systems. 

Issues that caused most 
frustralion included: 
0 Alternate moves from 

better to pmrer a m m  
modation randomly 
through a career (dubbed 
‘the roller master effect) 
due to lack of choice; 
0 Secunty concerns and 

the limitations on installing 
burolar alarms at own cost 

- 
asked to remove them on 
posting; 
0 The exacting cleaning 

prooedure on leaving and 
me “march-our system; 
0 Excessvve fines for 

”wear and tear“; 
0 Dlfltculties in getting 

routine maintenance work 
done; 
0 Inconvenient tnnmg of 

redecoration and upgrad- 
ing (no choice); 
0 Furniture that does 

not ffi from house to 
house. 

Many had put forward 
the argument that the bal- 
ance of disadvantage to 
S e m e  personnel had 
increased as a resuit of 
these difficulties. 

The pay body is to ask 
the MOD to invesbgate the 
complaints with a view to 
improving the qualiy of 
life in Service a m m o -  
datmn. 

Lack of chom, poor 
quality dwrations and 
the inability to make 
changes, l x k  of security 
of tenure on leaving the 
Armed Forces and no 
right to buy are among the 
factors considered by the 
AFPRB when applying the 
housing abatement to MQ 

Zapparently being rental charges. 

Overstretch is still 
high on the agenda 
DUIUNZ their visits to units, 
AFPRB members noticed an incteas- 
ing concern-particularly among Ser- 
vicemen and women most involved in 
military deployments - about over- 
laad. 

Each Service had a Werent per- 
ception of the problem, but while 
many welcomed the professional 
challenge, they were also womed by 
the &ea of increasing and some- 
times repetitive periods of absence 
from their families. 

Those not deployed complained 
that there were fewer left behind to 
cover the same level of commit- 
ments. ”The situation was exacerbat- 
ed by the continuing drive to 
civilianisation and contractorisation 
of support functions,” the report 
observes. 

Many personnel mentioned a lack 
of resources resulting in double and 
triple-hamng in jobs, and the e&ct of 
reduced promotion oppomunties on 
pay expectations. 

The authors of the report state: 
‘Our perceptions on overstretch are 
unchanged: we believe there is a sig- 

- 
nificant mismatch between reso11lces 
and commitments due to the shortfall 
in trained strength. 

“This is having the indirect effect 
of raising the proSle of pay in all three 
Services.” 

The report urges the Service 
Boards to look for further manage- 
ment solutions “because within the 
Services there are signs of a worrying 
increase in the numbers we encoun- 
tered who felt considerably under- 
valued.” 

Renew body members favour the 
early introduction of the simpliiied 
pay spuc~re,  outlined by the Ben 
Independent Review, that would 
cover all military ranks and be under- 
pinned by improved systems of job 
evaluation and pay comparabdity. 

“The introduction of performance 
or appmsal pay for the Services 
remains on the MODS agenda, and 
we understand the Department 
hopes to come to a definitive view 
soon,” notes the report. “We contin- 
ue to favour an approach whereby 
skills and capabiliues are rewarded, 
though not necessary by promotion.” 

How AFPRB decides 
THE pay comparability exercise 
takes into account basic pay and 
additional payments, including 
bonuses and overtime. Adjustments 
are made subsequently to reilect ben- 
e&, including pensions. 

For its 1997 report the AFI’RB 
also looked at data on profit-related 
pay and second jobs, and took them 
into account. It noted for future 
reviews the Budget announcement to 

abolish Its latest tax relief rwiew on hadshownthat PRP. the 
pay body was achieving broadly com- 
parable pay levels for nearly all ranks 
in its remit group. There vas some 
evidence that ranks from lieutenant 
colonel to brigadier had continued to 
fall behind. 

s of the independent 

review body have r ema ined  
unchanged since the early 1970s. 
Chaired by Sir Gordon Hourston, the 
~ t r e n t  review body consists of nine 
indinduals, including leading figures 
from the worlds of business and the 
trade unions. The nine include one 
senior former Service officer. 

Reviews go on as an almost contin- 
uous process, beginning in February 
and concluding in July and August. A 
report is sent to the Prime Minister in 
January and pubhshed in February, 
in m e  for the process to begin again. 

0 Revlew Body on Armed Forces Pay, 
26th report 1997, published by The Sta- 
tionety Mice Ltd, pnce €0 
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Clearer view on 
families accomn 
and the single s.oldier 
CLARIFICATION on the allocation 
Of tsmporadly surplus Service 
Families ACMmmcdatiOn (SFA) to 
single Army personnel -!aid down 
m t i y  in DCI Gen 3- -has 
been given by the DKodorate of 
Personal Services (Army). 

Allocatkm of any Sewice prop- 
erites to S e m  personnel cov- 
ered by the DCI refers only to 
thase who would othemise be 
anfl(lsd to SFA or eligible for sur- 
plus SFA, fhe DPS (A) stresses. 

I1 does no1 refer to single Army 
personnd m MARISTAT 5 catego. 
ry, since this Is contrary to Amy 
policy. 

(A) branch has ourllned the &- 
vant emended paragraphs to the 
TrCServlce Housrng Regulations - 
the WE ha6 to won to In h e  allo- 
cation d Me familes accommoda- 

me MOD'S upav~n-based ps4 

curnny being updated - whim 

tion. 
Aocofding to Mal Don McLaren. 

Wanted: persons with fibre 
A NUMBER ofgovemmenl9ssist- m s  - and aooommodamn Is 
edp!acesarearailableoniwice- covered by and 
monthly training courses currentiy accommod& allowances. 
being m by Cablenet Training Shrdentswhoattaintherquired 
SemoeS Ltd. who have been smnc!ard will be given full-time 
asked to rec~H 150 people for an employment. 
lntamatioml telecanmunicagons For further W$ on the mum- 
company based In the UnnedKing- es, run from the ~&nal Training 
dom. Centra in Bury SI Edmunds, lele 
cost of the four-week mumes - phone Angus Fram on 01 71 581- 

whloh wver Nbre opllrn and data- 1805. 

i 

i 

I DEBUT FOR 1 ?< 

MFW CMACF I 
~ 

maneoar HIVE UK 

Franchise 
rnaas offer 

can be ordered by talephoning 
01858 435329, quollng Busolew 
Franch~se - SOL 02/97 

And the first ten SoMmr readers 
who contad pubkshing execWe 
Tracy BebMngIon by post at BUM- 
n m  Franchim, 20 Ashboume 
Road, Qmat Sankey, Wamngton, 
Cheshire WA5 1W will recam 
mplimentaly bckets to the exhi- 
b b n  when they ara kaued later 
lhls year 

New deal announced for 
war pen RANK diflerancss in war disable- 

ment grenriaes are to be scrapped 
fmm Apnl7, Social Security Secre- 
tary Peter hlley amounced. 

Revealing a package of pension 
changes. he saki that me new 
ram will be based on thoee previ- 
wsiy appropriate to an Army mapr 
or equivalent. 

The lower rate of dothlng 
allowance 18 also to be abolished. 
with all payments being made at 
the equivalentofthecurrant hlgher 
mie. 

"I Intend to Inh'oduce mmmum 
diS8blemenl gateways for new 
ckms to cehaln supplementary 
allowances which may be pald with 
ule W c  war disablement pen- 
sbn," Mr Ulley said in q l y  to a 
parliamentary quesUon. 

For war pensloners' mobility 
supplement and lhe allowancm for 
l m r  standard of occupation, the 
threshold will be set at 40 per W. 
For unemployebility supplement 
lhe threshold will be at 64 per cenl. 

New awards of the allowance for 
lower standard of occupation and 
unemployability supplernenlwill be 
restricted to those aged under 65 
allhe dale of the claim 

ExLsting recipients of these 
allowances will not be affected by 
me pmposed changes. 

Also, said Mr UHey, first pay- 
ment fw at1 awards of pendon and 
elhances will be made from the 
finn day of entitlement, rather than 
a1 present where some ere made lies. 
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Delight all round as WO2 Stu 
Pemberlon, of 208 (Liverpool) 
Field Hospital (V), hands choco- 
late bars to local children during 
a month-long trek across the 
mountainous countryside of 
Nepal he undertook with 13 
other members of the unit. 

A meeting with a Kumari 
princess, a flight by helicopter to 
Katmandu airport and treks to 
the summits of two peaks - 
assisted by invaluable Sherpas 
- are among unforgettable 
memories, he says. 

I 
+ha rhiaf 
. . .*. ...--- . .-,-. 
is met by Lt Col 
bugle Rowllnson, 
Commanding Officer 
of 15 Signal Regi- 
ment, as she stops 
off to meet solders 
from the regiment 
during a visit to 
Thiepval Barracks, 
Lieburn, in her 
capacity as Colonel- 
in-Chief of the Royal 
Corps of Signals. 

1 

I BPIQ Peter McGuinness. Defence Adviser at the 
Australian High Commission in London, presents 
Maj Jonathan Powell. Royal Regiment of Wales, 
with a medal of commendation. 

The medal. and accompanying certificate, were 
awarded in recognition of his efforts while posted on 
exchange to the Defence Intelligence Organisation, 
Australian Department of Defence, in Canberra. 

Coincidentally, the two men's paths have crossed 
before - in 1980, when they were both posted to 
the Commonwealth Monitoring Force HO in the then 
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, on Operation AGILA. 

1 I 
specimen and the animal's trainer 
Cpl Slmon Claaon (rear), one, 
six members of 2nd Battation, The 
Princess of Wales's Royal Regi- 
ment ("The Tigers"). who raised 
money for Tusk Force, a charity 
which helps endangered wild 
species. 

Total amassed by the efforts of 
Simon, Res Steve Sweetland and 
Richard Moss, LGpl Dave Bs.t 
and Capts Adam Rout and Hugh 
Andreefrom theireffortsin the New 
York Marathon was fQ,000. 

Steve - running in his first mar- 
athon - was the fastest in the team, 
finishing in 3hr 24 min 18 sec. 

1 

I 

?! For the past six , -dn has been 4 running the Royal Corps of Signals road show, visiting 1 cadet forces, schools and shows the length and 
breadth of the country to publicise the corps. ' Recently, however, even though it was only for one 
month, he was "chuffed" to be joined by his son, Sig 
Christopher Elliston, who serves with 11 Signal 
Regiment at Biandford. 

Currently undergoing trade training as a Telecom- 
munications Officer (Telegraph), the visits to the cadet 
forces brought back pleasant memories for Christo- 
pher - himself a former Cadet RSM and Lord Lieu- 

$ tenant's Cadet with the Cleveland ACF. 

., - ~ .  ___, 

Caught in mid-address 
iS Brig Richard 
H o b s ,  appointed 
last month as the first 
tri-Service Direaor of 
Reserve Forces and 
Cadets. = 



Triple cap-badged 
proud of it! - and 

IT WAS wlth a deep sense of 
dismay that I read Dawd Mar- 
riott’s letter. ACF personnel wear 
the badge of their affiliated unit 
and are, without exception, proud 
to do so. They do not, however, 
wear the headgear of ”411te units”. 

Further, any ACF mernberwho 
wa5 to wear a trade or quallfica- 
hon badgetowhioh heorshewas 
not entitled would find them- 
selves corrected in very short 
order. 

Dunng my 16 years’ service 
with the ACF, I have worn the cap 
badges of the Royal ARillery, 
Royal Engineers and The Duke of 
Wellington’s Regiment and I con- 
sider it a great honour to be 8680- 
clated with each of these 
distinguished units. 

I further believe that I, and 
others like me, have earned this 
honour through our ongoing work 
with tha young people oi this 
country. 

It has always been my experi- 
ence that most Regular and TA 
soldiers are proud to be assoclat- 
ed with their affiliated cadets. This 
feeling Is even greater among the 
ex-Service oroanisahons. who 
are among so<e of our strongest 
supporters. 

If we are good enough for the 
men and women who expen- 
enced ‘“total waf, surely we must 
be good enough for Mr Marriott. - 
Under Officer John M Pom. 
Royal Artillery (ACF), Bradford; 
Yorke. 

Spare time 
MANY, if not most, adult lnstruc- 

WHEN Davld G Marriott, of Blrkenhead, wrote about the wearlng of 
reSlmmtal wp badges by the Army Cadet F o m  In our February 3 
issue he provoked one of the strongsst reactlons of recent years to 
a Sofdler reader’s later. 

me first replier. publlshed In the Februsw 17 edttlon, covered 
most of the points ACF repepreseniatlvss haw r a l d  but here are 
extracts from subsequent letters. 

tors in the ACF have 58811 Regu- 
lar or TA service. 

Honourably-gained parachute 
wings are not uncommon and 
even SAS wings are not 
unknown. 

Promotion in the ACF is not 
given iightly; ACF officers have 
passed the Regular or Territorial 
Commissions Boatd. For most 
adult instructors, the achieve- 
ment of “high rank” follows many 
years of giving most of their spare 
time to the benefit of the ACF. 

If yourcorrespondent feelsthat 
the ACF is failing to live up to the 
standards that he, as an exReg- 
ular, feels it should maintain, 
might I suggest that he offers the 
local cadets th5 beneM of his 
expnence. Perhaps ha too will 
be able to sew on his old badges. 
- Capt D A Walker ACF (and 
Mal RE, Rerd), Bedford. 

IAMSUREallax-ACFcadetslike 
myselt take exception to David G 
Mamdt’s remarks. 

I wore the badge of the Middle- 
sex Regiment as a cadet for a 
number of years befora the 
Second World War, as well as 

Strong bonds 

during ard afferas a Regularsokler. 
Presumably Mr Marrion has 

never served in the ACF so can 
have no knowledge of the strong 
bond and co-opemon that the 
Regular and TA battalions have 
with their badged cadets. 

An Old Boys Association of ex- 
Middlesex Regiment Cadets 
exists to prove Just how much the 
badge meant to us. - Edward A 
G Croucher, Dier, Norfolk. 

Entitled to wear them 
‘ELITE” regimental badges are 
worn by cadet unils with the per- 
mission ofthe Ministry of Defence 
and the regiments concerned. 

Wings are wom by some of the 
adult staff beoause they are enti- 
tled to wear them. They have 
&her served as Regular or TA 
soldiers and Gone the required 

If Mr Marridt feels they are 
incorrectly worn, I suggest he 
takes up the matter with the OC 
concerned or the local TAVRA. - 
Capt A V Hart, OC 202 Acton 

nesrs, Mlddlassx and NW 

WUrSeS. 

Cadet m i T N n t  Royal Engl- 

London ACF, Acton. 

Well trained 
THERE are few Adult Instructors 
in the ACF who have not served 
in the Regular Army and I refute 
the point about ”elevation“ to high 
ranks with no militafyexperience. 

Officers and Adult Instructors 
from sergeanls to WOs are 
trained well at the ACF‘s own 
Staff Training Coiiaga at Frimley 
Park. - M F Johns (sx-SMl), 
Tonbrldge, Kent. 

Ranks are earned 
MR MARRIOTS lettar deflas 
belief. Howaver, as I suspected, it 
demonstrates that the average 
Regular and Territorial soldier 
has absoluteiy no understanding 
of the aims, objectives and opera- 
tional methodology of the ACF. 

The ACF is the Army’s youth 
organisation and as such mirrors 
its diverse regimental and ”tribal” 
structure. Cadets are proud to be 
asscciated with a regiment or 
corps and those to which cadet 
units are badged often seek to 
foster this culture. 

The RGJ and PWRR are 
renowned for their generous hos- 
pitality in hosting their quniof 
counterparts. 

ACF cadet NCOs, aduil i n m e  
tors and officers earn the rank 
they wear. Training is both 
demanding and taxing. 

I have seen ACF adults and 
officers initiate. wecute and 
manage training that is on a par, if 
not better, than that of some Reg- 
ular and Temtorial units. - Stsva 
Crump, Rugby, Wsmlcks. 

Boldly going. . . Army csasm weanng a varrcrtv ol cap bndges on a confldencebulldlng exerclss In the woods 
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allowance for 

Wake 
THE FINE special feature on 
Army bugling gan 20) Uig- 
gered fond memories of Hong 
Kongin 1954-55. 

Particularly so by the men- 
tion of “arrful dodgers”, whose 
calls were in reality sounded by 
hidden colleagues, to cover 
their inadequaeies; also those 
who preferred to stay under 

Girls in 
the 
band 

up, Fred 
cover on wetnights. Mypartic- 
u1ar recollection is of an =-RA 
Boys Battery trumpeter who, 
following his early wake-up 
shake from a patrolling sentry, 
would promptly fall sound 
asleep once more. 

Eventually, after many 
objects had been &own at 
him, he would leap up, throw 
open the window by his bed, 

kneel on his pillow, sound a 
near-pdect Rweiile, close the 
window and return to his 

No names, no pack drill, no 
libel writs, but Fred, if you still 
subscribe to Soldrer, please 
write in to confirm the fore- 
ing. - Jim Jambs, Pareham, 
Hants. 

I AGREE with J I Frapwell ON READING your feature 

Tribute 
to ‘Mad 
Mitch’ 
I READ your excellent maga- 
zine fram cover to cover and 
particularly like articles on the 
Army of the past and 
s a y  features, such as the one 
on the Suez invasion (Oct 28). 

There was, however, no 
mention in Soldier of Lt Col 
Colin “Mad Mitch” Mitchell’s 
death in 1996. 

I realise that you we not in 
the obituaries business but I 
thrnk that as one of the high- 
protile post-war figures 
(Crater, Aden) he has deserved 
his place in the annals of the 
British Army. - S F Bucby 
(=-TA), Burton-on-Trent, 
Staffs. 

AS a National Serviceman I 
served as a bandsman with an 
Irish infantry battalion from 
1953 to 1956. 

We were mollycoddled to a 
certain extent. There were no 
drills or guard duties and when 
we travelled as a band it was in 
luxury coaches, whereas the 
squaddies went hy truck. 

Sometimes this got up their 
noses and they would refer to 
us a8 “the girls in the band” to 
wind us up. I always replied by 
saying: “Well, I can do your 
job at a push but you couldn’t 
do mine.” 

With the recent news that 

i 

found the cost to be L1,500 fight in temperatures of 45 
exduding spending money. below zero to make Korea 

I felt this was a disgusting what it is today? -N L h%lUaa 
(B-T~oP -5 1 RTR) 9 way to treat veterans. 

Why can’t the government Stmtford, Manchester. 
15 

“Clwy” homecoming: Lt-Col 
Colln Mltchell, commmdlng 
officer of the Argyll and Suther- 
land Hlghlanders, arrhrer home 
In November 1967. HIS banal- 
Ion had withdrawn from tha 
Crater district of Aden the pravl- 
ous day. 

Apart from h b  Mantion in 
Despatches durlng tha Aden 
crisis, Col Mbchall had also 
g h  dlstlngulshsd servlw In 
Italy (1944). Palertina, Koran, 
Cyprusand Borneo. 

He later became an MP, a 
member of the UNHCR Mission 
to Cambodle, and chalrman of 
the Halo Trust. 

the 6rst female has been 
appointedto an infantry band ‘Disausted’ at Korea trip Cost 

U (Royal Irish Regiment) per- 
haps m a few years’ time the 
lads will have got it right. - 
David Magill, Greenock, gotten war” I fancied a nosml- for all of us (in 
Renfrewshh. 

I 

HAVING read of pilgrimages 
to Korea for “veterans of a for- 

mc retum but on investigatjng 

of South Korea, now a very 
duent country, foot the bill 

who travelled 13,000 miles to 



Ifyou’re overfive you 
ca@ save L‘30 

As a member of Britain’s armed forces BT think you deserve every 
opportunity to keep in touch with friends and relations. 

So if BT can connect 6 or more service personnel, at the same location, 
each individual customer gets E30 off the normal connection charge. 

It’s good to talk so get in touch with BT on 0800 400471 and a telephone 
can be installed for just E69 plus vat 
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WITH Army re-cmiting on its way to reach- 
ing this year’s tmget, it comes as no surprise 
to learn that the 1st Battalion, The Worces- 
tershire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment 
is well up to strength. 

It has been reinforced by a batch of more 
than 40 new recruits fresh from their initial 
military training at Army Training Regi- 
ment Lichfield. 

The young soldiers are currently under- 
going an intensive course of continuation 
training at Lucknow Barracks, Tidworth, 
where the battalion, commanded by Lt Col 
Patrick Mercer, is based. 

As they are put through their paces, their 
individual knowledge of military skills is 
scrutinised by instructors, so that the best 
can be posted to D Fire Support Company 
which requires good quality infantry sol- 
diers to learn mortaring, anti-tank and 
reconnaissance techniques. 

The regiment converted to its current 
armoured infantry role in 1995, becoming 
the first infantry battalion in the United 
Kingdam to convert to Warrior. In the same 
year, 1 WFRreceived new Colours from the 
Princess Royal during celebrations to mark 
the regiment’s 25th anniversary and its 
founding regiments‘ tercentenaries. 

Being able to hit the target accurately is a 
key requirement for any infantryman and 
1 WFR’s soldiers are masters ,of the art. The 

& 

Despite the restricted view through his res- 
pirator eyepieces, Pie Andrew Newham 
takes careful aim on the target during his 
annual personal weapon test on Bulford 
Ranges. Cpl lain Robeltson (left) looks on 

lop picture- Ptes Neil Kilsby, Paul Newton, 
David Cowley and Simon Gough get to 
grips with a PRC 351 radio set during a spell 
of continuation training 

than ten years in a row. The regiment has 
not long completed a sa-month tour of 
duty with NATO’s peace implementation 
force (FOR). 

Main task for the Woofers, who were 
based around Mrkonpc &ad, Gornp 

-a- -”- 

RibnikandSipovo, was to ensure the peace 
plan measures were put into effect. 

WFR troops also found themselves in- 
volved in an operation to win the hearts and 
minds of local people by helping to rebuild 
the shattered inftasmcnue of the country. 
“Our soldiers helped to complete 70 pro- 

jects sponsored by the Overseas Develop- 
ment Administration,” said Major Nigel 
Smith. “These included renovation work 
on hospitals, schools and clinics at a cost of 
Ll million.” 

One of their most successful projects 
involved a school in the central Bosnian 
town of Krupa which had been badly dam- 
aged in the fighting. Rebuilt with British 
aid, it still needed to be re-equipped. 

In an operation co-ordinated by &Peter 
Hogben of the Worcestershire and Sher- 
wood Foresters Regimental Association, 
the soldiers launched an appeal in the regi- 
ment’s own recruiting area for desks, black- 
boards and stationery. 

Local firms and education authorities 
collected the materials and delivered them 
to the school, which was able to re-open its 
doors to pupils. 

Now firmly re-established in irs Tid- 
worth base, the regiment is about to enter 
another period of upheaval. In  December, 
the ageing Victorian blocks in Lucknow 
Barracks in which its soldiers are &ccolllfno- 

dated are to be tofn down and 

17 
~ . .  replaced with modern buildings. 

unit wan the British Army’s presti- 
giaus Tickle Award ftrr shooting mow ’ 
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mm LANZAROTE TRIATHLON BOOSTS CENTRE FOR EPILEPSY 
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"Are you sure you're right for the Infantry?" 

.c 

< >  
~ ._ 1 /. 
"See.. ,that's what happens when you make 
off-the-cuff remarks to the budget manager!" of the King's 

ins as units 
battle .I I #I 

;n in running 
BRITISH soldiers who volunteered for a 
gruelling bout of plunging, panting and 
pedalling have put smiles on the faces of 
people suflering from epilepsy. 

Eighteen soldiers raised the sponsorship 
cash for a tough mathlon in Lanzarote, and 
one group even collected enough to spon- 
sor a young sportswoman. 

Hard work and generosity by individual 
and unit sponsors swelled the coffers of the 
David Lewis Centre for Epilepsy, Alderley 
Edge, Cheshire, by about E20,OOO and the 
Army Benevolent Fund collected a hand- 
some E5250 from each entrant. 

The ball started rolling when ex-para- 
trooper Arthur S u c h  of the David Lewis 
Centre contacted the Army and asked for 
help in raising cash; a story appeared in Sol- 
dier and responses flowed in. Soldiers of the 
Territorial Army's 3rd Battalion, The 
Cheshire Regiment took the project to 
heart. . . not only did the Chester-based 

University of Wales. It was a real boost for- 
Lauren to train among top athletes in Lan- 
zarote, now something of a magnet for 
winter training. 

During a trip to the David Lewis Centre 
she dropped in on the lads of the Cheshire 
Regiment and was put through her paces 
by the sergeant major. 

Also in Lanzarote was Britain's oldest 
uiathlete, 81-year-old former major Patrick 
Barnes, from Osterley, Middlesex, who 
served with The Border Regiment and later 
The King's Own African Rifles. 

Others taking part in the swim-cycle-run 
event were soldiers from 5 Regiment RA, 
Catterick; 1st Battalion, The Royal Tank 
Regiment; the North East-based 4th Bat- 
talion, The Parachute Regiment (V); 33 
Signal Regiment, Liverpool; The Royal 
Irish Regiment; Birmingham-based 101 
Battalion, Royal Elecucal and Mechanical 
Engineers (Volunteers); and an RAF chef. 

R e  Toby Harl(3 Cheshire) powers his  way 
through the 1.5km swim 

unit raise money to send four soldiers to 
the mathlon, they also drummed up 
enough to allow a uiathlete suflerinp from 
epilepsy to join them. 
Lauren McFie (22), a student from Croy- 
don, was nominated by the David Lewis 
Centre to be the soldiers' guest in the 
Canary Islands. She is reading psychology 
and anthropology at Swansea College, 

S P E E D  
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w+th the bonom half 
of their faces mask- 
ed in ice. 

Cross-country 
skiers are among the 
top 15 per cent of 
sportsmen and wo- 
men in terms of 
endurance and their 
toughness was ex- 
emplified by Tpr  

who lost the use of 
Terry*ens (QW 

U 
for the forthcoming worId championships. 

“It’s hard work at the best of times,” he 
said, “but when you are not 100 per cent 
physically, it is agony.” 

On the Cresta run, Hldr Calum Andet 
son won the award for best novice and 
received his medal from the Duke of Kent. 
Anderson, the only other rank among the 
otherwise all-officer entry, had only two 
weeks training for the event. 

The Cresta is a three-quarter-mite-long 
ice run along a steep gully with ten corners. 

Bdr Adrian Collins (ATR Pirbright) 
reached speeds in excess of 75mph to m n  
the skeleton race ahead of rivals Cpl Steve 
Anson (1 Regt AAC) and Sgt Richard 
Rochester. LCpl Sarah Smith stunned the 
laraelv male field bv finishme fourth overall 

TOP woman skier SSgt J@e Shenton 
raced into the record books wlien she won 
the tint Army women’s downhill competi- 
tion at St Moritz. 

It was a s p e d  success for Shenton, who 
has been battling against injury and who 
has had to compete m a leg brace. An h y  
Physical Training Corps adventurous 
training instructor, she has decided this 
will be her last season of racing. 

She intends to climb up mountains 
instead of skiing down them, and has her 
sights set on reaching the summit of Ever- 
est or K2. A semi-finalist m last year’s TV 
Gladiators contest, she was also on course 
to win the Army women’s Alpme champi- 
onship for the fourth time during the Army 
Winter Sports Association’s (AWSA) 50th 
anniversary meeting at the Smss resort of 
St Moritz. 

Commenthg on her performance m the 
downhill, she said “I am very pleased to 
have won, but a bit &sappointed as my 
training umes were much faster. 

“But I am ecstauc to have won the first 
downhill race for women m the Army. It was 
felt we could not make the time, but now, 
obviously, they thmk we are good enough.” 
20 

This &her sevenrh season skiing for the 
Army and her decision to retire coincides 
with a move to the Joint Services Advemur- 
ousTrahiagInstrnctors’ School in Wales. soldiers.” 

Shenton also won the giant slalom and 
downhill and came second in the S U D ~  G, 

mvel in excess of 4Omph, which takes a 
high level of fitness and courage. It’s a East, 
fun sport which is very popular with young 

The fortnight-long competition marked 
the 50th anniversarvmeedneofthe AWSA. 

“I think it il -. .?xcellL. ,. ., ,,ng for the 
men to get away from barracks, 
bugles, parades and discipline, and 
up into the mountains. It develops 
quick-thinking and also a splendid 
team spirit. Skiing embodies all the 
characteristics which go to make a 
good soldier- courage, dash and 
decision.” - Fd Marshal Mont- 
gomery, ASA AGM August 6,1958 

I 

(1 GS Re&, who 
declared the champi- 
onships open. 

Brig David Rad- 
cliffe, chairman of 
AWSA 50, told com- 
petitors it was appro- 
p r i a t e  t h a t  t h e  
association had re- 
turned to the town 

putting her M y  on 
course to win the 
overall champion- 
Ship. 

There were tbrills 
and spills of a Mer- 
ent sort when mili- 
tary snowboarders 
took their place on 
the piste. 

Suowhoarding, 
which will make its 
debut as an Olympic 
event at Nagano, 
Japan, in 1998, is 
the fastest-growing 
winter sport. Even 

forme2 by Fd M a i  
shal Montgomery to 
boost the British 
Army’s winter war- 
fare capability and 
encourage fitness, 
self-confidence and 
commitment. The  
celebrations were 
launched at a cere- 
mony m the resort’s 
Champoine Park 
arena, where more 

Aloine horn band. 

Idr Odd than 450 Service 
competitors, accom- 
panied by a swiss 

or0 competing in the women‘s Super 0 
lom were Capts Liaa Giles and Emma 
tson-Mack and SSgt Jude Shenton 

where it was formed. 
Set Dave Belam (3 RHA), who won the his left arm in an accident four seasons ago. 

Terry, who is a i m i i  for a place in the next 
Para-Olympics, said “Because of my arm, 
balance can be a bit of a problem and 
having only one pole to lean on makes it 
more diflicult, but I get round the course 
any way I can. I just love it.” 

Michael Dixon was expected to win 
most of the Nordic skiing events easily, but 
had to admit defeat. Although his team 
won the 4 x lOkm cross-country relay, he 
had to give second best to a bout of iduen-  
za. He was advised to take things easily 
during the biathlon, in which he finished 
third, to make sure he was fully recovered 

l5km British and kter-se’kces classical 
cross-country championship for the iifth 
year in succession, added to his gold 
medals by beating a talented field in the 
lOkm pursuit. He was chased to the line by 
Olympic veteran Sgt Michael Dixon (35 
Engr Regt), who started a minute behind 
him. 

“It was hard out there, very hard,” said 
Belam. “I was lucky he didn’t catch me. A 
minute is quite a long time - about 300m - 
but he is such a strong skier.” 

The 164 competitors set off in sub-zero 
temperatures and many completed the race 

and fastest women. 
- 

AWSA 50 director Lt Col Mark Good- 
son said he was delighted by the way the 
meeting had gone. “It made a fitting 
jubilee for the association and I am thrilled 
that the concept worked so well for all the 
athletes who have all enioved a memorable 

though it is not yet an official Army sport, 
the 20 competitors who took part hope it 
soon will be. 

Capt Nigel Robinson W), who organ- 
ised its military debut, said “The racers 

tookpart in a torchlight parade. 
Leading the cheers were Lord Glen- 

toran, who as Capt Robin Dixon, Gren 
Gds, won a gold medal at the 1964 Winter 
Olympics, and the Army’s longest-serving 

I ,  

experience.” 
0 More plciuras omrlesf 
0 AWSA 50 results - Psge 42 
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MORE PICTURES FROM THE ARMY WINTER SPORTS ASSOCIATION 50TH ANNIVERSARY MEETING 
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m ~ c p i  warn Gee (z nrnj waxes his 
skis before the 15km classic 
race. He is a member of the 
British biathlon Olympic team I 

Above - On the podium ere 
the medel winners in the 
Army 4 x lokm cross-country 
reley. Left to right are 1 GS 
Regt (Znd), 35 Engr Regt 
(lst), and 3 RHA (3rd) 1 I 

Y 
1 
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ALTHOUGH Combat Stress, set up is, 
1919, received f850,OOO in 1995 
through donations left in legacies, a 
survey carried out last year predicts a 
bleak financial future as its tradition- 
al donor base dies 
out. 

“Even though we 
are one of the most 
s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  
we l l -es tab l l shad 
char i t ies for  our  
size, because of 
increased welfare 
commitments in the llgh n 
conflicts like Northern Ireland, the 
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia, 
we already face a difficult future,” 
says Colin Crawford, the society’s 
Assistant Director (Fundraising). 

Conducted among Combat Stress’s 
24,000 supporters, the survey ident 
fied that the donor base is ageing an 
support is consequently shrinking at - 
rate of one third every ten years. 

“Above all, we face a difficulty of 
getting our fund-raising message thr- 
ough to a largely post-war public,” Mr 
Crawford, a former major, points out. 

“By and large, the young, profes- 
sional classes seem to be unaware of 
the sacrifices made by the wartime 
generat ion which have enabled 
younger people to live as comfortably 
as they do.” 

Only four per cent of the society’s 
donors are In the 20-45 age range, the 
survey discovered. 

A third of the respondents cited the 
reason for supporting Combat Stress 
as being because they were “returned 
ex-Serviceman, thankful not to have 
combat stress themselves”. 

As a result of the publicity generat- 
ed by the national commemorations of 
the 50th anniversaries of YE, VJ and 
D- Day, the society‘s welfare case toad 
increased by more than 25 per cent, 
while its fund-raising income remain- 
ed the same. 

“The survey demonstrates that the 
scale of our challenge 1s even bigger 
than we feared. We feel this snapshot 
into the financial health of a national 
charity would be much the same if 
repeated by a number of other similar 
organisations,’‘ says Mr Crawford. 

, 
l 
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’i 

ter mainly for patients 
the society’s Man- 

er, Worcester and St 
1. (Cambridgeshire) 
48, it shouldbe welfare offices, which 
ow the lady in together look after 45 per 
LS recently con- cent of the souety’s clients 

- the maiontv from the 
%ant Directors (Wel- “densely-popu 
ress, the ex-Services 
Mental Welfare Soci- M’ 
ety, Larry is responsi- 
b l e  fo r  r u n n i n g  
Audley Court, the 

al- Larrysaid. 
ist marment centre “Once we had found the 

tion, we spent Elm on 
Shropshire. the place, half of it fin- 

Like its well-established counterparts in anced from contingency 
Ayrshire and Surrey, the cenm will treat reserves, refurbishing it 

sonnel suffering m e n d  fromtopto 
t oftheir active duties. 
c from Shropshire County 

last year of the former 

irry Erown, 
on reapon- 
ble for run- 
ng Audley 
Wrt, with 
ma of the 
-pl- 
be Used 

r cllent. on 

-m- /‘- 

for Audley Court proba- 
bly includes three boxes 
of pyjamas bearing the 
initials CMH . . . 

Divided into three, as 
yet unnamed, wings at 
ground level, the building 
contains 23 identical 
rooms, the middle wing 
being specifically for dis- 
abled clients. 

I 

“We are negotiating for a limited amount 
of twin rooms to be kitted out so that some 
clients can be accompanied by their spous- 
es or carers:’ said Lany. 

“Anyone staying here has got to feel com- 
irtable. Each wing, for example, has a 

itchenette, so that residents, pdcularly 
former Far East prisoners-of-war, who 6nd 
it dif€icdt to sleep, can make themselves a 
drink at night-time and have a chat with the 
staff.” During their (average three-week) 
stay, apart from receiving specialist neat- 
ment, clients are interviewed by a consul- 
tant psychiamst, who issues a report on 
their promess. 

Outside, in two acres of grounds, a wild 
orchard which formerly ran rampant has 

been transformed through the genetosity of 
the Sbmpshire Horticultural Society, and 
landscaping has been carried out by a local 
husband-and-wife firm. “We are now part 
of the community: Larrysaid. 

“With five nursing homes in 
we initially had m overcome the 

presentations to locd 
half the audiences were 

Above - Taking It easy: Audley Court resl- 
dents outside the refurblshed bulldlng with 
care assistant Margarel Jackson 

Left - One of the centre’s many comfortable 
bedrooms: the environment aids therapy 

At the tune of Soldzer‘r visit, 17 of the 27 
clients, who ranged from an ex-cavalry offi- 
cer to a Second World War commando and 
the centre’s first female resident, a former 
RASC dnver, had previously served in the 

“Apart from anything else, it‘s the 
change m enmonment that is the thera- 
py,” said Lam, taking a sip of coffee from 
his mugbearingthe jokey, if’ 
slogan Alcatraz Federal 

h Y .  

the better for it. 

holidav.” 
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MPs help 
clean-up 
campaign 

Ang lo-Oz 
VC link 

01482503849). 

tried it, the Duke of Kent was 
persuaded by the Army to 
tackle the famous Cresta Run 
In Si Moritz. 

support the 50th anniversary 
celebrations of the Army 
Winter Sports Association. 

Watched by his sister, 
Princess Alexandra, the Duke 
listened carefully as Maj Rupert 
Wieloch, captain of the Army 
cresta team, gave him iast- 
minute instructions. 

As he set out, a message 
from the secretary, Lt Col 
Digby Wiiioughby, rang out 
over the tannoy: "A very care- 
ful ride, please, after all these 
years.. He need ." not have worried. 

The Duke had obviously not 
lost his touch and completed 
two runs, recording times of 
66.61sec and 68.76sec. 

oughly enloyed it." 

where in this issue. 

He was at the Swiss resort to 

And the royal verdict: "I thor- 

0 More on AWSA 50 else- 

bPML 
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CB: F16oMit Beatins RetW by 
Massed Bands of Household 

m Road, Lutan LU2 
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EL4 PENSIONERS, in the= dis- 
tinctive scarlet coats, are among the most 
familiar and respected celebrities of 
London. 

They have been so for more than 300 
:am, since King C M e s  II founded the 
oyal Hospital Chelsea “for the S U C C O ~  

great service to their country and very 
much deserve the happy and caring home 
provided for them in the Royal Hospitat.” 
Sir Brian thanks the many benefactors 

who have contributed to the production: 
each page has been sponsored by industry 
and the book is a real bareain at 430. 

and relief of veterans 
broken by age and war”. 

His generosity - he 
personally contributed 
u , O O O  which he could 
ill &ord - was inspired 
by a similar institution 
founded by Louis XlV in 
Paris. 

Since the Chelsea est- 
ablishment opened in 
the reign of William and 
Maryin1692ithasbeen E 
home to 25,000 In-Pen- 
sioners, all veterans of 2 
the Regular Army. b 

Now the Hospital, its 5 
In-Pensioners and the 5 
campaigns in which they # 
have fought, fmm Blm- .- 

- ._ 
For once it is easy to 

agree with the -hype“ 
on a dust-jacket: “This I is a remarkable hook - 

I Above - Life in the Long Wards: 
The four-storeyed buildings 
enclosing the east and west sides 
of Figure Court contain the 
homely living quarters, known as 
the Long Wards, divided into a 
series of wainscoted berths. Sir 
Christopher Wren originally de- 
signed them to be 6ft square. But 
men were shorter in those days 
and the berths have gradually 
been enlarged to gtt square 

Left - All present and correct: On 
parade in Figure Court 

ecause it reflects B 

unbroken three cen- 

‘1 
tunes of purpose, but 
none of them SE so 
much at the heart of 
national life as the 
British Army, which can 
justifiably claim to have 
nut the erearness in I i ; r ra t~r i&.  

* . .  . Thia is a date- 

having 
sarvedtht 
Crown for 
nearly 80 
yeem. He 
took part in 
the Battle of 
Edgehlll in 164 ... 
palgns under Merlbomugh before balng 
8dmitted to the Royal Hospltai in 1713. 
One of nearly 140 colour plate 
book, many depicting battles. ~ _ _ _ -  

U 
.a. ,. 
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Woofers' long march pays off 
FRIENDS east doubts upon 
the mental stability of Sgt Dave 
Crimmins of B Company, 1st 
Battalion, The Worcestershire 
and Sherwood Foresten Regi- 
ment when he suggested mardr 
ing home to Tidwonh . . . from 
Bosnia. 

Thanks to his efforts - and 
those of stalwart colleagues and 
the regimental mascot - he had 
the last laugh, and the BBC 
Children in Need charity is 
more than E16,500 better off. 

Based m San& Most at the 
time, Sgt Crimmins enlisted 
the aid of B Coy's Capt Paul 
Gilby, who rounded up a team 
of "hard and desperate men", 
and Sipovo-based Capt Julian 
hil ly to be project manager. 

The long march was split in 
two, with a little assistance 
from the RAP in the middle. 
The Bosnia phase, from Sans& 
Most to Split, was 190 miles 
long, the English 330. 

After a spot of leave on their 
return to England, the team re- 
formed, marching every day 
whatever the weather. Helped 
by the back-up squad and the 
Armv Youth Team led by Sgt 

injured Bosnian boy. When 
a benefactor stepped in, the 
money went instead mwards 
a much-needed computer 
programme and associated 
publications to help sur- 
eeons at the hosoital. 
I 

0 0 - 0  
Territorial Armv soldiers 

from x comp&, 6th 
(Northumberhnd) Bat- 
talion, The Royal Regi- 
ment of Fusiliers, took 
pan in the tough Wallsend 
road race and raised E500 
for the Macmillan Nurse 
Appeal. 

0 0 0  
Pte M y  the ram, Ram Major LCpi stave Stone, and Clr Lesila Thomas, 

ping g u n s  for waking boots Mayor of Worcsrtsfi pictured on their travels in Worcester market 
in a good cause was 201 

Bung Hughes, street collec- 0 0 0  (Hertfordshire and Bed- 
dons were made in towns along A cheque for &500 was fordshire) Buttery RA, 
the route, raising E1 1,000. presented to Great Onnond whose soldiers raced 30 miles- 

Street Hospital for Children on for the St Iohn's special appeal 
Derby, the regimental mascot, behalf of Sennelager-based 3 in Kempston. 

over a cheque, Sgt Crimmins lance. Raised fkom a pafa- Pledging to raise EL750 for 
was inadvertently promoted to chute jump by Sheryl Donahey MENCAP is Sgt Cmig Man- 
lieutenant colonel by the pre- and Mrs MO Smith, wife of the ning, Coldswam Gwd, 
senter. battalion's WO2 (RQMS), the who is cycling 500h along the 

money was originally intended River Nile this month. DOM- 
efforts, perhaps? to be used for treatment to an tion details: telO1748 872655. 

Marchers and membars of 183 Army Youth Team with regimental mascot 
Another TA unit 

When the team, with Pte 

appeared on television to hand Armoured Field Ambu- 0 0 0  

A just reward for all his 
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These pictures are from 
our Frank Fmch canoon 
archives, Find ten differ- 
ences in detad and YOU 
could be E50 richer or win 
a new book. Circle the 
differences in the bottom 
picture, cut out the whole 
panel, add your name and 
address and send to 
HOAY Ordnance 656, Road, Soldrer, Aldershot 

Gull  2DU by March 21. 
Do not include anything 

N ~ O  (QIW lnmals and lank ori~tb) 

else in your envelope. 
More than one enuy can 
be submitted but photo- 
copies cannot be accepted. 
The first correct entries 
drawn will be the winners. 
No correspondence of any 
kind can be entered into. 

The names of the 
winner of the E50 first 
prize (awarded and two book runners-up prizes) will 

be announced in the 
April 14 issue. 

7 
Add- 

@ Competition No 653 (Jan 20 Issue): Fimt correct entry 

drawn waafrom Mr J D Jenkins, of Plymouth, Devon, who 
wins e50. Book p r i m  go to runners-up Mr J T Biyth, of 
Coventry, and Smrltl Gurung, of Marlborough House, The 

dlffemnces were: parapez top lett; shlald, soidler on pra- 
pet; armour, firat soldier attecklng parapet; two-haaded 
airborne arrow: fourth silhouette at top of siege tower; 
right-hand strut on second tier of siege tower: rear axle 
pin; bow and quiver of right-hand soldier, foreground. 

Duke of York's Royal Mllltsry School, Dover, KMt. The t.n 
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Guards' history was Kipling's tribute A 13-partp rd series on the new regii r and corps of the B 'Army of the 1990s 

the 1st Battalion. He was killed 
at the Battle of Loos in 1915. 

To add to their grief, Kipling 
and his wife never h e w  the 
whereabouts of their son's 
grave. He was posted missing, 
believed killed and it was not 
until 1992, 77 years after his 
death, that his burial place was 
located and his remains identi- 
fied. 

Rudyard Kipling's First 
World War h i s t o ~  of 1 IG has 

been out of print for more than 
70 years, but this new edition is 
quite a lavish production with 
photographs from the regi- 
mental archives never before 
published. 

For those with a special 
interest in the history of the 
Irish Guards and their role in 
the 1914-18 war, Kipling's his- 
tory of the 2nd Battalion will 
be republished in September 
this vear. - TM 

RUDYARD Kipling, lauded as 
poet and writer, and still con- 
sidered among the finest, was 
equally denigrated and vilified 
as a jingoistic imperialist. 

Either way, so far as the Irish 
Guards were concerned - or 
the whole of the British Army 
for that matter - he was a true 
friend, representing Tommy 
Atkins affectionately in story 
and poem. 

Kipling had the highest 
regard for soldiers and, when 
asked by the Irish Guards to 
write the 1914-18 history of 
the 1st Battalion, set to work 
immediately. It took him five 

BERKSHIRE AND WILTSHIRE REGIMENT 
(28th, 49th. 612t,62nd, 66th. and 99th) 

Guards in the Gr 
First Battalion, by R 

1 Kipling. Spellmount Publi 

years of "agony and bloody 
sweat'' to produce The Irish 
Guards in the Great War, 
described on the front cover as 
his forgotten masterpiece. 
Kipling considered it his great- 
est work. 

It was written as a memorial 

f24.95. 

ONApril27,1994 The Royal 
Gloucestershire, Berkshire 
and Wiltshire Regiment was 
formed on the amalgamation 
of The Gloucestershire Regi- 
ment and The Duke of Edin- 
burgh's Royal Regiment. 

The history of the Glosters 
dated back to 1694 when Col 
John Gibson raised a new reg- 
iment. The Duke of Edin- 
burgh's Royal Regiment was 
formed in 1959 on the amal- 
gamation of two famous 
county regunents: The Royal 
Berkshire Regiment and The 
Wiltshm Regiment. 

A btinction unique to the 
regiment is its right to wear 
two cap badges. The front 
badge is backed by the Brandy- 
wine flash to commemorate an 
action fought by the 49th 
dunng the American War of 
Independence. The back badge 
was awarded to the 28th for its 
back-to-back stand at the 
battle ofAtexandriain 1801. 

Soldiers ofthe 1st Batralion 
also wear the Presidential 
Unit Citation of the United 

a P 
to his 18-year-old 
son, who, like so 
many others of his 
eeneration, went to 

CREATING 
A LEVEL 

PLAYING FIELD 
Famlllar slght to RASC despatchers: Valetta aircraft llne up on the runway 

Life and death links 
with Vickers Valetta "I luuer in April 195 1 during the 

Korean War. 
The 1st Battalion, follow- 

ing a six-month tour in Bos- 
nia, is stanoned in Cyprus. It 
is due to join 24 Aumobile 
Brigade at Colchester later 
this year. The 2nd (Volunteer) 

Battalion, formed from The 
Wessex Regiment in October 
1995, is based in Reading, 
with companies in Bristol, 
Devizes and Gloucester. tal strip. 

The postcard illustrated 
above was reproduced from a 
watercolour painting by Castle. 

Sunon McCouaig. It shows 

0 Soldier: Combat dress. 
0 Rugby player: Regimen 

0 Background: Windso 

0 Corporal: No 2 dress. 

0 Regimental colour par I THERE WAS a time when the Royal to food and medical supplies . . . even 
Army Service Corps had close links live chickens for the Gurkhas. 
with the Royal Air Force and its air It was hard, physical graft and not 
despatchers flew regularly in the twin- without danger as the packs had to 
engined Valetta. leave the aircraft at the right moment 

According to The kle tra  - Vickers's to hit the drop zone (DZ). 
Last f i m  Transpon, 19 men of 55 Often the teams were flying four 
Coy RASC died in eight airaaft sorties a day at lowaltitudes overrhick 
crashes during the Malayan Em?-- jungle. In all, 55 Coy flew more than 
gency in the 1950s. 15,000 sorties using 

200,000 parachutes to 
the company died in drop 29,590 tons of 
RAF-Asmy operations supplies. Apparently, 
involving this aircraft the flying soldiers were 
over Malaya, and there not issued with para- 
are memorial plaques chutes, most probably 
commemorating their because the aircraft 
sacrifice in the Aldershot Garrison flew too low for them to be of use. 
church. But they were required to use a 

In four-man teams, they delivered safety harness when pushing packs 
supply packs to soldiers during the through the open door over the DZ. 
jungle war against the communists. Whether they did is another story - 
They dropped everything from ammo JM 

A further 16 men of 

States of America on both 
shoulders. It was awarded to 
the Glosters after their heroic 
stand at the battle of the Imjin I FDrdetailrotthlrandomn~ardlldepleting nglment.andcom(otmbBrltlsh Army, sendSAEt0: GeolfWhlb Ltd,, 18, Rushmwrtane, Baekwdl, Bristol, ESw%lAH 

or 137 years, The Corps of F Commissionaires has been placing former 
Armed Services personnel in meaningful 
civilian roles. This valued lobbying and 
placement network has recently heen extended, 
via Service Connections, to match highly 
trained and qualified recent Service personnel 
with today's enlightened employers' specialist 
discipline needs, in the UK and overseas. 
If you are considering leaving or have 
recently left the Armed Forces or represent an 
organisation requiring specialist Services 
experience in Security and Facilities 
Management, Electronics, Mechanical & Civil 
Engineering, Information Technology, 
Logistics, Communications and Project 
Development - we are well aware of the 
value of the Forces transferable skills and 
employers' needs to create a perfect match. 

More on China Dragon 
- - 

nsport, by Bill Over- 
lablefrm Midland Coun-1 

Publicatm and Mrs S G 
,E, Beechwood Avenue 

ray, Leus LE13 1 R f l  

simply adopted the Chinese 
Dragon, a long-standing symbol of 
the Territory of Hong Kong, as its 
cap badge. - Lt Col D J A Stone 
RGBW, Ashford. 

Border R e m  
THE Chinese Dragon was also 
incorporated into the cap badge of 
the Border Regiment. having been 
awarded to the 55th Foot, later the 
2nd Battalion, for service in the 
Chinese War 1841-43 when they 
captured the only Chinese stan- 
dard ever taken in battle by British 
troops. it used to hang in Kendal 
Church. 

The Buffs also wore a dragon 
as a cap badge, but it is the Red 
Dragon of the Royal House of 
Tudor. - 0 Ewens, Morden, 
Surrey. 

0 Grateful thanks to other readers, 
including Brian Pinaway, of East- 
leigh, Hants; M J Lamble, of Wan- 
tage. Oxon; G Sellars, of 
Abingdon, Oxon; N Anthony, of 
Ammanfod, DyW /an T Smn, of 
Nonh Harrow, Middx; M TNash, of 
Acton, W3; Paul J Bennen, of 
Dover, Kent; and "Mac'; for their 
contributions. -Editor 
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also the same as those of the 
HKMSC. It seems likely that the 
HKMSC dragon and colours are 
thus derived from this common 
source, although they were also 
used earlier by the HKMSC's 
direct forebear, the Hong Kong 
Chinese Training Unr. 

Nor were these the only forma- 
tions to use the same Chinese 
dragon. Far East veterans will 
recall that the motif of HQ Land 
Forces Hong Kong and 51 Infantry 
Brigade (based in Kowloon) was 
also the lefi-facing dragon in iden- 
tical pose. - Maj J lngham RRF, 
2iC, H 9  and Depot, The Hong 
Kong Mllltary Service Corps, 
Stonecutters Island, Hong 
Kong. 

More answers to the Mr J 
Levine, ot Brlghton (Jan 20) who 
drew a comparison between the 
Royal Berkshire Regiment's 
Chlnese Dragon cap badge and 
the badge ot the Hong Kong Mil- 
itary Service Corps. 

Back to root@ 
WE ARE producing a history of the 
Hong Kong Military Setvice Corps 
priorto our formal disbandment on 
March 31,1997. 

In researching the earty roots of 
Hong Kong Chinese soldiers in the 
British Army we have also come 
across some Similarities of design 
in the cap badge of the Hong Kong 
Regiment, which was raised in 
India, fought during the Boxer 
Rebellion and was disbanded in 
1902. 

The badge of that regiment con- 
tained in the centre a left-facing 
Chinese dragon similar in design 
and pose to that of the HKMSC 
and the Royal Berkshire Regi- 
ment. 

The colours of the Hong Kong 
Regiment (scarlet and gold) are 

",.,in 1841, the 49th was sent 
from India to take pari in the so- 
called 'Opium War' against China. 
The regiment was in action at the 
captures of Chusan. Canton, 
Amoy and Shanghai. 

"In official recognition of the 
consistent gallantry displayed by 
all ranks during the campaign the 
49th Regiment was awarded as a 
badge the Chinese Dragon. 

This later became the cap 
badge of the Royal Berkshire Reg- 
iment, and subsequently formed 
the centre-piece of the collar 
badges and cap badge of the Duke 
of Edinburgh's Royal Regiment ...I' 

rhis regiment was formed in 1959 
by the amalgamation 01 the Royal 
Berkshire Regiment and the Wiit- 
shire Regiment.] 

Far from copying the badge of 
the Royal Berkshire Regiment, the 
Hong Kong Military Setvice Corps 

D I Z I : ]  14 4 
Churchill's Secret War oy Room Dennis- Iory. from flinllocn 10 aLlomal c weapons 
ton. Sub-titled Diplomatic Decrypts, The 
Fofelgn Offlm and Turkey 1942-44, this 
book uncovers new evidence to suggest a The Fatal Englishman: Three Shorl 
pian to open another front in the Balkans Lives by Sebastian Faulks. Highly- 
to hasten D-Day in the West. Sutton Pub- acclaimed triple biography of three prodi- 
lishing, hardback, f25. gies who died young - painter Kit Wood, 

airman Richard Hilialy and Jeremy 
The Blitzkrleg Campaigns by John Wolfenden, spy. Vintage, paperback, f6.99. 
Deianey. Germany's "lightning war'strate- 
gy in action, the texl illustrated with more The Last Enemy by Richard Hillaly. Long 
than 200 photographs. Arms & Armour, unavailable autobiography of the Spitfire 
hardback, f20. pilot who underwent major plastic surgery 

after being shot down, then died mysteri- 
The Flghtlng Handgun by Richard Law ously aged 23, alter returning to flying. 
and Peter Brookesmilh. An illustrated his- Pimlico, papback, f10. 

Arms & Armour, hardback, f18.99. 

QDium War 
i BELiEVE that the foilowina SERVICE CONNECTIONS 

Burford House. Leppington, Birch Hill 
Bracknell, Berks RGlZ 7 W W  

Tel: 01344 858005 Fax: 01344 485666 
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extract from an authorised COG 
temporary history of the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Royal Regiment 
(DERR) will answer the query. The 
book is currently in draft and 
intended for publication in mid- 
1999. 
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the 1st Battalion. He was killed 
at the Battle of Loos in 1915. 

To add to their grief, Kipling 
and his wife never h e w  the 
whereabouts of their son's 
grave. He was posted missing, 
believed killed and it was not 
until 1992, 77 years after his 
death, that his burial place was 
located and his remains identi- 
fied. 

Rudyard Kipling's First 
World War h i s t o ~  of 1 IG has 

been out of print for more than 
70 years, but this new edition is 
quite a lavish production with 
photographs from the regi- 
mental archives never before 
published. 

For those with a special 
interest in the history of the 
Irish Guards and their role in 
the 1914-18 war, Kipling's his- 
tory of the 2nd Battalion will 
be republished in September 
this vear. - TM 

RUDYARD Kipling, lauded as 
poet and writer, and still con- 
sidered among the finest, was 
equally denigrated and vilified 
as a jingoistic imperialist. 

Either way, so far as the Irish 
Guards were concerned - or 
the whole of the British Army 
for that matter - he was a true 
friend, representing Tommy 
Atkins affectionately in story 
and poem. 

Kipling had the highest 
regard for soldiers and, when 
asked by the Irish Guards to 
write the 1914-18 history of 
the 1st Battalion, set to work 
immediately. It took him five 

BERKSHIRE AND WILTSHIRE REGIMENT 
(28th, 49th. 612t,62nd, 66th. and 99th) 

Guards in the Gr 
First Battalion, by R 

1 Kipling. Spellmount Publi 

years of "agony and bloody 
sweat'' to produce The Irish 
Guards in the Great War, 
described on the front cover as 
his forgotten masterpiece. 
Kipling considered it his great- 
est work. 

It was written as a memorial 

f24.95. 

ONApril27,1994 The Royal 
Gloucestershire, Berkshire 
and Wiltshire Regiment was 
formed on the amalgamation 
of The Gloucestershire Regi- 
ment and The Duke of Edin- 
burgh's Royal Regiment. 

The history of the Glosters 
dated back to 1694 when Col 
John Gibson raised a new reg- 
iment. The Duke of Edin- 
burgh's Royal Regiment was 
formed in 1959 on the amal- 
gamation of two famous 
county regunents: The Royal 
Berkshire Regiment and The 
Wiltshm Regiment. 

A btinction unique to the 
regiment is its right to wear 
two cap badges. The front 
badge is backed by the Brandy- 
wine flash to commemorate an 
action fought by the 49th 
dunng the American War of 
Independence. The back badge 
was awarded to the 28th for its 
back-to-back stand at the 
battle ofAtexandriain 1801. 

Soldiers ofthe 1st Batralion 
also wear the Presidential 
Unit Citation of the United 

a P 
to his 18-year-old 
son, who, like so 
many others of his 
eeneration, went to 

CREATING 
A LEVEL 

PLAYING FIELD 
Famlllar slght to RASC despatchers: Valetta aircraft llne up on the runway 

Life and death links 
with Vickers Valetta "I luuer in April 195 1 during the 

Korean War. 
The 1st Battalion, follow- 

ing a six-month tour in Bos- 
nia, is stanoned in Cyprus. It 
is due to join 24 Aumobile 
Brigade at Colchester later 
this year. The 2nd (Volunteer) 

Battalion, formed from The 
Wessex Regiment in October 
1995, is based in Reading, 
with companies in Bristol, 
Devizes and Gloucester. tal strip. 

The postcard illustrated 
above was reproduced from a 
watercolour painting by Castle. 

Sunon McCouaig. It shows 

0 Soldier: Combat dress. 
0 Rugby player: Regimen 

0 Background: Windso 

0 Corporal: No 2 dress. 

0 Regimental colour par I THERE WAS a time when the Royal to food and medical supplies . . . even 
Army Service Corps had close links live chickens for the Gurkhas. 
with the Royal Air Force and its air It was hard, physical graft and not 
despatchers flew regularly in the twin- without danger as the packs had to 
engined Valetta. leave the aircraft at the right moment 

According to The kle tra  - Vickers's to hit the drop zone (DZ). 
Last f i m  Transpon, 19 men of 55 Often the teams were flying four 
Coy RASC died in eight airaaft sorties a day at lowaltitudes overrhick 
crashes during the Malayan Em?-- jungle. In all, 55 Coy flew more than 
gency in the 1950s. 15,000 sorties using 

200,000 parachutes to 
the company died in drop 29,590 tons of 
RAF-Asmy operations supplies. Apparently, 
involving this aircraft the flying soldiers were 
over Malaya, and there not issued with para- 
are memorial plaques chutes, most probably 
commemorating their because the aircraft 
sacrifice in the Aldershot Garrison flew too low for them to be of use. 
church. But they were required to use a 

In four-man teams, they delivered safety harness when pushing packs 
supply packs to soldiers during the through the open door over the DZ. 
jungle war against the communists. Whether they did is another story - 
They dropped everything from ammo JM 

A further 16 men of 

States of America on both 
shoulders. It was awarded to 
the Glosters after their heroic 
stand at the battle of the Imjin I FDrdetailrotthlrandomn~ardlldepleting nglment.andcom(otmbBrltlsh Army, sendSAEt0: GeolfWhlb Ltd,, 18, R~shmwrtane ,  Baekwdl, Bristol, ESw%lAH 

or 137 years, The Corps of F Commissionaires has been placing former 
Armed Services personnel in meaningful 
civilian roles. This valued lobbying and 
placement network has recently heen extended, 
via Service Connections, to match highly 
trained and qualified recent Service personnel 
with today's enlightened employers' specialist 
discipline needs, in the UK and overseas. 
If you are considering leaving or have 
recently left the Armed Forces or represent an 
organisation requiring specialist Services 
experience in Security and Facilities 
Management, Electronics, Mechanical & Civil 
Engineering, Information Technology, 
Logistics, Communications and Project 
Development - we are well aware of the 
value of the Forces transferable skills and 
employers' needs to create a perfect match. 

More on China Dragon 
- - 

nsport, by Bill Over- 
lablefrm Midland Coun-1 

Publicatm and Mrs S G 
,E, Beechwood Avenue 

ray, Leus LE13 1 R f l  

simply adopted the Chinese 
Dragon, a long-standing symbol of 
the Territory of Hong Kong, as its 
cap badge. - Lt Col D J A Stone 
RGBW, Ashford. 

Border R e m  
THE Chinese Dragon was also 
incorporated into the cap badge of 
the Border Regiment. having been 
awarded to the 55th Foot, later the 
2nd Battalion, for service in the 
Chinese War 1841-43 when they 
captured the only Chinese stan- 
dard ever taken in battle by British 
troops. it used to hang in Kendal 
Church. 

The Buffs also wore a dragon 
as a cap badge, but it is the Red 
Dragon of the Royal House of 
Tudor. - 0 Ewens, Morden, 
Surrey. 

0 Grateful thanks to other readers, 
including Brian Pinaway, of East- 
leigh, Hants; M J Lamble, of Wan- 
tage. Oxon; G Sellars, of 
Abingdon, Oxon; N Anthony, of 
Ammanfod, DyW /an T Smn, of 
Nonh Harrow, Middx; M TNash, of 
Acton, W3; Paul J Bennen, of 
Dover, Kent; and "Mac'; for their 
contributions. -Editor 
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also the same as those of the 
HKMSC. It seems likely that the 
HKMSC dragon and colours are 
thus derived from this common 
source, although they were also 
used earlier by the HKMSC's 
direct forebear, the Hong Kong 
Chinese Training Unr. 

Nor were these the only forma- 
tions to use the same Chinese 
dragon. Far East veterans will 
recall that the motif of HQ Land 
Forces Hong Kong and 51 Infantry 
Brigade (based in Kowloon) was 
also the lefi-facing dragon in iden- 
tical pose. - Maj J lngham RRF, 
2iC, H 9  and Depot, The Hong 
Kong Mllltary Service Corps, 
Stonecutters Island, Hong 
Kong. 

More answers to the Mr J 
Levine, ot Brlghton (Jan 20) who 
drew a comparison between the 
Royal Berkshire Regiment's 
Chlnese Dragon cap badge and 
the badge ot the Hong Kong Mil- 
itary Service Corps. 

Back to root@ 
WE ARE producing a history of the 
Hong Kong Military Setvice Corps 
priorto our formal disbandment on 
March 31,1997. 

In researching the earty roots of 
Hong Kong Chinese soldiers in the 
British Army we have also come 
across some Similarities of design 
in the cap badge of the Hong Kong 
Regiment, which was raised in 
India, fought during the Boxer 
Rebellion and was disbanded in 
1902. 

The badge of that regiment con- 
tained in the centre a left-facing 
Chinese dragon similar in design 
and pose to that of the HKMSC 
and the Royal Berkshire Regi- 
ment. 

The colours of the Hong Kong 
Regiment (scarlet and gold) are 

",.,in 1841, the 49th was sent 
from India to take pari in the so- 
called 'Opium War' against China. 
The regiment was in action at the 
captures of Chusan. Canton, 
Amoy and Shanghai. 

"In official recognition of the 
consistent gallantry displayed by 
all ranks during the campaign the 
49th Regiment was awarded as a 
badge the Chinese Dragon. 

This later became the cap 
badge of the Royal Berkshire Reg- 
iment, and subsequently formed 
the centre-piece of the collar 
badges and cap badge of the Duke 
of Edinburgh's Royal Regiment ...I' 

rhis regiment was formed in 1959 
by the amalgamation 01 the Royal 
Berkshire Regiment and the Wiit- 
shire Regiment.] 

Far from copying the badge of 
the Royal Berkshire Regiment, the 
Hong Kong Military Setvice Corps 
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Churchill's Secret War oy Room Dennis- Iory. from flinllocn 10 aLlomal c weapons 
ton. Sub-titled Diplomatic Decrypts, The 
Fofelgn Offlm and Turkey 1942-44, this 
book uncovers new evidence to suggest a The Fatal Englishman: Three Shorl 
pian to open another front in the Balkans Lives by Sebastian Faulks. Highly- 
to hasten D-Day in the West. Sutton Pub- acclaimed triple biography of three prodi- 
lishing, hardback, f25. gies who died young - painter Kit Wood, 

airman Richard Hilialy and Jeremy 
The Blitzkrleg Campaigns by John Wolfenden, spy. Vintage, paperback, f6.99. 
Deianey. Germany's "lightning war'strate- 
gy in action, the texl illustrated with more The Last Enemy by Richard Hillaly. Long 
than 200 photographs. Arms & Armour, unavailable autobiography of the Spitfire 
hardback, f20. pilot who underwent major plastic surgery 

after being shot down, then died mysteri- 
The Flghtlng Handgun by Richard Law ously aged 23, alter returning to flying. 
and Peter Brookesmilh. An illustrated his- Pimlico, papback, f10. 

Arms & Armour, hardback, f18.99. 
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extract from an authorised COG 
temporary history of the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Royal Regiment 
(DERR) will answer the query. The 
book is currently in draft and 
intended for publication in mid- 
1999. 
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DRAB 

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES) 
ANV WANTITYWPWED 

S.A.E. FOR PRICE WT. 
Lamashhe Embroidery 6 

Inslgnla Lld., 
Knowaley lndurtrlal Park North, 

Kirkby, Lhrerpwl L33 %A. 
Phone: 0151-5465161/2 

NAME TAPES 
Full size aml minialure medals 
su lied and mounled for wear 
or%play. Send for full lis1 of 
minialure medals, emblems, 

clasps. etc. 
w Qoldon cmu hne, catshill 

AcsswViie whzome 

4RJC YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARAlMl 
DR IN TEE SPOTJAGET? IF SO, YOU 
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT 
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH 
@REEDOM FOR W THAT 0 F F . D m  TIME 
U ) S T O N S R I N I N G ~ I S H E R E  SHIRT \ )n orders of more than 10 shirts) 

-- * TmSHIRTS 

$ * POLOSHIRTS 
J * RUGBY SHIRTS 

* DRILL TOPS 
'\ * SWEATERS * CAPS 

For FREE colour brochure from 
the U.Ks leading supplier to 

Forces contact: 

r ,K, MADE OLIVE GREEN \ 
OLOSHIRTS AND CAPS,I 
ISH I RTS, SWEATSHI RTS 

WNDREDS OF 
iMBROlDERED 
iTOCK DESIGNS 
\VAILABLE. 
?EDIT TERMS OR CREDIT 
\RD PAYMENT AVAILABLE 
> H H FORCES 

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS 

LADIES & 
MESS DRESS 
SPECIALISTS 

INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT. 
All Accessories 

Supplied. 
For All Your Uniform. 

Suit & Blazer 
Requirements 

COlltad. 
284-294 Ley St. 

nford Esscx. 101 4BS 
UK 0181 478 2780 4 

I F 3  Claim a FREE! Sweatshirt in 1997 I 
I Place an order with TEES TOTAL during 1997 of more than 20 garments printed 

or embroider6d with a new design and on top of our free sample garment offer 
you will also qualify for a free sweatshirt which will be sent with your main order. ' 

Tcarrmolmm .......,..,, 
. ~ ~ ~ ~ P r ~  . . . . . . . ) . o .  

TW+ENNCZOSU, ..... . ...... 

.... "................... 
Address. .......................................................... ". 

Sam DISCOUNTAVAWIE ON LARGER OWE% 

4 

I w To claim your shirt return this coupon to TEES TOTAL when making your order. I 



GENERAL SERV/C€ CROSS 
LOST YOUR ' MEDALS? 

we can replace 

E 

M E U  

g P L ~ . D l i y o K P l d l o H  

' Fullaiu,&Unlatured s 
L M o u n b n g s a v i c a & R l ~  m 

SAE ~RWlplsurmsntUSt 0 
XUDHUlNEmONFCRRERS 8 
T E L O ~ ~ ~ W ~ ~  FAX mma 

ERlVSH ARMY OF THE RHINE ' e BEBATTLEREADY! I 
1 'You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS 1 I- 

fh-€%mfhxi 
FORM€ilLY PRIORY PEWTFR 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 

Regimental Badges, Crests and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 
Full colour brochure. 

TAX FREE OR TAX PAID 

THE CLOSEST U.K.DEALER 
TO THE CONTINENT 

PART EXCHANGES WELCOME 

DEAL DIRECT WITH 
THE LAND ROVER EXPERTS 

Barretts * 

. PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER 
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL 

Forces discounts on full Peugeot 
Range' 
Finance at competitive rates 
A convenient and generous trade-in 
facility 

us 

ES 

A R WENNVORTH (SHEFFIELD) 110 
Tankard How, 25 Ledmll b a d .  Shetfield 51 3JA 
Tel 0114 272 5676 & 01 14 275 4168 Fax 0114 2 

REGIMENTS, 
SHIPS. 

SQUADRONS 
Clubs 8r RUnian 2S5OCbUOllS. 

Blaeerbuttrsul, l=dJI€5 rlbbcns. dc 
SAE appreciated. 

The Heraldic Co. IGBl Dept S. 
Ovcrbrh, Beechwell Lane. Eage 
End. Coldord. Glos GLl6 7HA 
Tcl/far 01594 832200 18am/lopml 

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST 
THEN COME TO THE BEST 

BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1 
EXPORT DEALER 

R i n g A l c k B . r t ~ 1 O l s e D 6 ~ , t m m G e r m a n y 0 0 4 4 l s e O ~ o r w r l t e  
m: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrlngtan, Salisbury. 
Nib  SP4 BBR. England (ho stamp required). 

'OSTTHIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK 
IAME AND RANK ....................................................................................... 
IDDRESS .................................................................................................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Sontact ANDRtvv I nnvun VII V.R. 01227 454040 

VI5,TA TIE5 . i I  UNIQUE military clothing and equipment. I 
FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND 
THE BEST AND KNOW 
THE DIFFERENCE. 
For your FREE 
36 page colour catalogue 
write or telephone 

St. George's Works, St. George's 
Quay, Lancaster, 
Lancashire LA1 5QJ 
Telephone (01 524) 64204 

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES 

I LI1111111111111a 

We offar you tha LOWEST PRICES on s wide nnle of 

NEW CARS I 
Advanced Car Exports 

lNlT ........................................... DEL. REQ BY ........................................... 
am inter&ed in ......................................................................................... 
'art exchange details .................................................................................. 
:ounw Of use .............................................................................................. WSTd TIES. 18 nlGH STREET 

MERSTWmA SURPCYRHt 3Ed 
TEL. L 

ROFESSIONALS BRITAIN'S LEADING SUPPLIER OF KIT TO THE C 

Tax Free Sales 
# Immediate delivery on most models 

# Full UK spec # Low/no deposit finance 
# Part exchange # Continental delivery 

# 323 from €9,149 # 626 from €9,999 
MX5 from €10,099 

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR 
BFG AND BENELUX 

The 
Merlin 
srlftk3 
sleeping bag. 
Insulates down to 
ZerodegreeS. Packs 
very small s5.99 

Full range of SnugPok and 
Mhrary lme sleeping bags 

available. Go&% Milrrary Issue 

NON DATED S5.W 
DATED f6sW 
STRAPS a99 

Mililary lssue Wachan, 
CWC BR genuine issue. 
ware of copies with similar 

sounding names. 

3tiveorElack 
Origieal Mountam Shirt8 

€77209: Olive 

Used Car Sales In Germany 
Demonstration Vechlcles at 

Flnsnse - dm. or Sterling 
Super Ssvlngs 

POOL AUTOS 
7020 Mons, Belgium 

Tal: [65] 728836 Fex: [65] 724467 I SOWRE161 FREEPOST, Skitton Road, Tlhworth, WiltsSP9 7BR I Serving the Services since 1968 
NAME AND RANK ........................... 
ADDRESS ........................................................................................................ 
................................................................ " .... TEL: .......................................... 
UNIT ...................................................... DEL REO BY: .................................... 
I am i n h w m  in ............................................................................................ 
Part exchange dehlls .................................................................................... 
Country ot UR ........................................................................ : ....................... 

Please forward details on: 
3230 6260 MX30 MX5O MX60 Xedosn 
Other makes 0 .......................................... LHD/RHD 

Name ............................................ Rank ................... 
Address .................................................................... 

issue mkwks in srock. - 
ILVERMAN'S LTDts) Ii 
HARFORD STREET 

IILE END. LONDON E l  4PS 
I ............................................................................... 
I ................................ Tel No ...................................... 
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Amands, 23, 5'4", a blue-eyed 
brunette who mjoys meetlng new 
people, writing, driving and gmng out. 
Sechng male p m  pals with GSOH. 
€931 wn 
a, 35, 5'4", mth dark blonde 
hnrr and blve eyes. Enjoys walbng, 

and music. Seem male p m  pals aged 
29+, photo appreiated. P)32 ami 
Frsnca, 36, 5.5". blonde with blue 
eyes. Enjoys sw+ung, kep fit and 
the good thiaga m M. Seehug male 
pen pals, photo appreciated IT33 r i i  

cycling, dncms, aoCialJsmg, drrving 

seoeod-bnnd baok&op rcqurns 
books on all subiem, espeWy nul- 
lary history and pohncs. w e  4mI 
T n M N  BOOKS, Maton A b b  
MUs, W u n n  %, London SW19 
2KD. Tel: 0181 540 4371. 

A SOLDIER'S POCKET BOOK" 
384 pages include. Bpslc Battle Skills, 
F~eldmft, Wen. SOPS: Smm, 
Emqenq Alarm, Routines in the 
Field, Tank bdicanon, Work- 
ing mth Hahcopren, Map Readins & 
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adsen- 
cure Trg, S M  at Arms. F d  lnfo on 
WQm, Tests and APWTs, 
GPMG Light Roll, S@s, Mines, 
MT Driver, Tank and Airaptt Recog- 
d o n .  ISBN 1-87452862-0. Rtce 
&7.50 (mc p&p UIUBFPO). Trade 
r- on sppLcpnm A9dable from 
selmedNaa6 b c h e s ,  Bwkshops or 
dmeR fmUl publishers: MnlTAIIY 
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28, 
Levm, Beverky, East YOlB HU17 
5IA. Wfax: 01964 542878. TIC 

pn 

Cnp haw, rrslmeuml tia, blazer 
be-, medals, m w n .  Send &1.50 
for hn to:Caimcross (Dept S), 31 
Belle Vue S e c  Pky,  Nonh York. 

>,w 
DELIGHTFUL 

LACKPOOL H( 
rims h o ~ o r  
g sxserv,csman 
11 ro~e$ for memi 

wRWRll.l(n R d  prbr (20 !#@, E2.W): SSgl MM f&kCpl GD BlaeC 2 PWRR, BFPO 804: 
Hopson, HOYork Gan$ofl 

IlFSw e4 c rmd Vk4 (19 pal* Wimbush 
m?LI *al: WO2 MP John. BAIVS, 
BFW 14, S+I MSA RIW, 1 OS RE@ sPmolykbrlouhps(l9Whm.B 
RLC. BFW 47: Cpl AR Stafford 4 Reo1 s h k  LCpl PO Anders. 3Bn REME, BFPO 
RA. BFPO 34 22; Sgl MF Brown, 110 Pm Coy RMP, 

m*l.r L (pr .h (18 m, BFPD 16, Mal GEL Ex&@ill. RMGS 
flll.11 &k Bdr P W o w ,  39 RW Shmmin: WOZ AN Chauhan, 26 Re@ 
RA, Nwmstle upon TW; WO2 M RA,BFPOi13,CBptACotton,IGSRsot 
Oavdsm, AsFT Iwershot, LCpl N Famr, RLC. BFPD47:SSgtDTEarp. QRL, BFPO 
2 LI. BFW8ffi: WOZJKGreen, DSPS(A). 38: Cpl FW Gausdan, MOD AMD. Asll 
Worthy Down, LCpl IA How, 2 Bn REME, Vale, Sgl MA Hm&. BANS BelirC, 
BmO 38, CSgl R Hutchinson. Hp BFPO 12; Cpl RI McCoy, 158 TPt Re$ 
D h l d o r l  Statfafl, BFW 34: WO2 I R L C D / ) , L I ~ ~ ~ ~ I , C ~ ~ I A P M ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ D  
Kemp. AGC Trg Cam, Worthy Down, an6 D M. PooIe, Li  Col RJ Shier, TFC 
Capl EC MaephmW. 3 HldrS (VI. Koblenl, BFPO 105, Spt D Srmth. h y  
Inwms% Cpl E6 Rw& Lowland (VI. Schwl of Catellng, Aldershot Capt WK 
Edinburgh Slmud. 32 EnOr Re@, BFPO 30, %I AM 

muwa,iw Tlghe, 33 Engr Rsot (EOD), Wimbush 
M pflm (n @o&. E2,5W): C W  AV SptJBTwisf,lZR~tW1BFPOi6,W02 

kaw 

Cpl 0 Hwphmn. 33 Enar Rsot (EOD), 

C&xa Wtd d T m  TPWBlsh,OspOlRIrish,BFW808 

bwdertoqm#fyfortlmdrawMApnl12, I9#7youmusfen~mtlmtyourpeyfor 
mr& IS debltsd wdh paymm for your lotiety Wets. .4pUmfmn t o W  me lotfay 
l s L y ~ o l A F c 9 6 t ? 6  avanaMeimmyourRegimemelAdmin~. 

Brldsh Military cap badgca and 
Smd SAE for hats to 

INI(ERMAN Badges, PO Bm 1022, 
Coulsdom, Sunrp, CR5 3JQ. mi 
Ammy Csp *r. S a d  SAE plus 
80p for bts to: Clans and Regiments, 
14 Blm Grow, Aldbmugh, East 
Y o r W  H U I  1 4RQ. Gumantee and 
generma msmuntg TC 

mmnn-nm 
RegimeIItd shield., plspvu lad 
Sbieldclodo. In good ecmpany with 
most regiments and corps of the 
Bririsb Army we mnde your sll&is for 
the Falldpnds, the Gulf and nDw 
Bo& and Crostis and moa o&er 
UN locations. Let us design your&- 
mmtal and oprrational shrelds. Write 
fw a full colour brochure to: Mdilary 
Marlreting lncernanonal, 74-77 
Steward S*t, Lpdpuood, 
Bimhgham 0121-4545393. BA18 Min"num 7AF. ordee rrvfox: 25 

Slueldg L9.95, no VAT outside the 
UK Shiddcloeks&l7.50. nc 
mmm+tmmnmm+*thm 

PL.C.E. BRITISH ARMY 
WEBBING. 92 cpmo web sets QO, 
90 olive web sets &45, 58 web sets 
&Xiczo, PLCE ohve bagma L85, Gow 
Texlmedcamo1acLrts&5O.Hundrrdr 
mare items in stook from boots to 
c o d  post mts. MAIL ORDER 
AVAILABLE. DENBIGH ARMY 
SuRpLUs,Plot34, ColommdyInd. 
Est., Dab&, Lknb@sbire, LLl6 
5TA. Tel: (01745) 814978. Onc ofthc 
few r e m g  genuine d t t a r y  
wplus warehouses m UK. Send 50p 
in stamps for csrplogue. _11 

slmrcRDad,Smemwlcls-- 
Em 6NJ. 1m 

WrnlY, Wb, 0mVMli-b 
police, school, masamc and 
miscellaneous medals a d  badges. 
Send W 6 p  stamps for h 18 
Hollgbank Road, Bnkahead, 
Merseysde l.41 BY. m m  

Ls%est msn- and 
up- cf hand-embmidctd 
bubon badges for Army, Nw, Air 
Force, Poke, schools, coU@g@s, clubs, 
etc. Flans, barnem, ssshe, coats-of- 
arm, family cress and all military 
accinnremmts. Alto I d l e r  doves, 
foatbds, ascksuits. C0ntaR:JACthm 
(WT) I&!, PO Box 301, SinurOr 

sma 

Hnnd embroldaed q d t y  wire 
blsza badgca. S a d  d e  for 
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia 
CWQpy, U477 Khmwm. %cat 
PPkiStIUI. an 

British nnd o v e m ~  military 
badges, mllars, titles, formanon s i p .  
Regular comprrhsnsm srock lists 
~ 2 . 0 0 .  castle~rmeury (S), 18 Cpstle 
Street, Dwu, CT16 1PW *v) 

NOTICE TO READERS 
T h e  publishers of SOLDIER 

any advemsemenc or for any 
losses sdeted 88 a result. 

recommended to make their own 
enquiries and seek appmpmte 
commercial, legal and financial 
advice before sending any money 

binding agreement. 

I SCE 
JEEI'LIN E I)ll<E(:T 
UK: 01367 244344 A 

Functiom Bands. 
Disco br Karaoke 

Comedim, Cabaret 
Dance Shows 
For all I&, 

SgtIGfficers' Mess 
Wedding & Private functions 
Tel: 0181-789 722716645 

F ~ x :  0181-785 3533 
Connmtions The Name 

YouCanTncstl II 

cntp BRvn, Roses, I@ two- 
bedmom sparrmmt m mt. Pool, 
gnrdma, T.V., 30 nunutea from Frmeh 
bada.  Tevfpx: OM472 150055 rn 

REP-. 'Ib wlyto apen pal, write 
P letter nnd smd it to Sdiw Mamdnc 
at the address Mow. The bm numk 
mu.t be cL.E4luY arinon In me 
TOP LEFT CORNER Of me 
en~t l~pe .  Your envelope must be no 
larger than 8" I 4" and should contain 
only P letter plus P pbotognph if 
~rqocsted. Repties wewed more rhan 
three montbs &er the cover date and 
Lqe, h-w, OT poaly - 
d O p e a d n 0 t b e f ~  

TO ADvERnsE FOR A PEN 
PAL. plesre i m d  for details 
e = h J d = s a & r n -  
.ddmrwd envelope t(li sdd*r 
Maiszine, Ordnance Road, 
AldslrbM, Halm OUll wu. 
Rode, 27, 5'8", a student nune with 
brown hair pnd blue e p .  Enjoys 
music, going out, football, &Y and 
the anam. See% male pen p& 
nged 25 - 35. AlA.  W24 
Fun-loving f d e  snks male with 
GSOH to correspond mth. lnfercsts 
include sporr UIa?ial m,, cmema, 

€925 wm 

]I&, 29, 5'3", m d u m  b d d  and 
b l y  Enjw m w ,  mdina 

and cow out Seeking 
d e  pen pal8 aged 30-35. €926 rn 

Jde, 36, 5'2", P cvddly &dy 
with stnwberry blonde hau and blue 
W E ,  reemtlY dd. Enjoy3 
waking, musk and wntmg. seeking 
sillarematcpenpllsaged38-40. P927 

w11 

dllling inlout. Age lmmaMll .Au 

m 

Lndy, 35, 5'7*, with bmwn eyes and 
dark hau. Enjoy3 wplldna &g, 
music, films and cooling. Sec% 
honest, h d b  soldlcrs to camnpond 
with. €928 nm 
Css,29, 5T,abrown-dbnmette ,  
divorced with tbme childrm. Fpp 
mdling, I nncma, 
home-makiDg and dancmg. Seeking 
bonegt gentlemen9 32+, to Write U). 
P929 O W  

CLirr, U, 5'5". with shon brawn 
hau and b l u d p n  eyes. Enjoys 
aromsthuaw massage, hockey, 
rrsding, 8ocialisiag, and aavellmg. 
Seehuginteresting male -pals pgcd 
23+. P930 w11 

..... 

later. 
A STRAIGHT FORWARD 

WDNlWAL SERVICE WITH No 
HlDDEN COSTS BY STAFF WHO * Hms+surge&+redinSusssr CARE FOR YOUR HOME 

sumy&Kent * 
I 

I SCE 
HOTLINE DIKEL I 1 UK: 01887 2443444 

Absolutely urgent Wanted - LHD 
&des. Any cendlnon. cash h y e r  
Tel. 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 
0823 Fax: 0181-534 0033 (loam to 
10.30pm sevc11 days). Tic 

Wanted Hem ACF - rslyhtng for uhibition/dtsphY aeuFI., by 

purposes. Contact Mal Barlow, rel: 
01992 582423. m9, 

The aly of cnntetbw,  Pipe Band 
Urgrntly requim men and 
drummers, me: or frmple. The band 
LS non-mrnpeunve and would k ideal 
for those who have recently left the 

and who awh to continue 
mthout premue to compete. 

Contact Band Secretary, Colin 
Boughton. Tevfar: 01843 291258. OM? 

I SCE I 
Loft-bpad drive vehicles ursently 
wanred. Any mdinon. Cash bum. 
Tek 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 
0823. PU: 0181-534 0033 (IOW to 
10.30pm) snren dan Tic 

UK: 01 367 244344 L A 
Cnnnon Curlas, 21 Bulford Road, 
Dumqmn, Wilts. Milimcia, deans, 

medal cases, etc 10-5 ddy, closed 
Wednesday Tel: 01980 655099. TG 

F-m medab 
mounted for wear m dmplsy. Send for 
full b t  of new minimre medals, 
ribbon emblcms, brooches, ribbon 
ban, clasps, etc, and medal moytlMg 
costs. AeccsaNIsa welcome, SAE 
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Amands, 23, 5'4", a blue-eyed 
brunette who mjoys meetlng new 
people, writing, driving and gmng out. 
Sechng male p m  pals with GSOH. 
€931 wn 
a, 35, 5'4", mth dark blonde 
hnrr and blve eyes. Enjoys walbng, 

and music. Seem male p m  pals aged 
29+, photo appreiated. P)32 ami 
Frsnca, 36, 5.5". blonde with blue 
eyes. Enjoys sw+ung, kep 61 and 
the good thiaga m M. Seehug male 
pen pals, photo appreciated IT33 r i i  

cycling, dncms, aoCialJsmg, drrving 

seoeod-bnnd baok&op rcqurns 
books on all subieas, espeWy nul- 
lary history and pohncs. w e  4mI 
T n M N  BOOKS, Maon A b b  
MUs, Memnunn %, London SW19 
2KD. Tel: 0181 540 4371. 

A SOLDIER'S POCKET BOOK" 
384 pages include. Bpslc Battle Skills, 
F~eldmft, Wen. SOPS: Smm, 
Emqenq Alarm, Routines in the 
Field, Tank bdicanm, Work- 
ing mth Hahcopren, Map Readins & 
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adsen- 
cure Trg, S M  at Arms. F d  lnfo on 
WQm, Tests and APWTs, 
GPMG Light Roll, S@s, Mines, 
MT Driver, Tank and Airaptt Recog- 
d o n .  ISBN 1-87452862-0. Rtce 
&7.50 (mc p&p UIUBFPO). Trade 
r- on sppLcpnm A9dable from 
selmedNaa6 b c h e s ,  Bwkshops or 
dmeR fmUl publishers: MnlTAIIY 
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28, 
Levm, Beverky, East YOlB HU17 
5IA. Wfax: 01964 542878. TIC 

pn 

DELIGHTFUL 
LACKPOOL H( 

rims h o ~ o r  
g sxserv,csman 
11 ro~e$ for memi 

wRWRll.l(n R d  prbr (20 !#@, E2.W): SSgl MM f&kCpl GD BlaeC 2 PWRR, BFPO 804: 
Hopson, HOYork Gan$ofl 

IlFSw e4 c rmd Vk4 (19 pal* Wimbush 
m?LI *al: WO2 MP John. BAIVS, 
BFW 14, S+I MSA RIW, 1 OS RE@ sPmolykbrlouhps(l9Whm.B 
RLC. BFW 47: Cpl AR Stafford 4 Reo1 s h k  LCpl PO Anders. 3Bn REME, BFPO 
RA. BFPO 34 22; Sgl MF Brown, 110 Pm Coy RMP, 

m*l.r L (pr .h (18 m, BFPD 16, Mal GEL Ex&@ill. RMGS 
flll.11 E&I~ Bdr P W o w ,  39 RW S h ~ m i n :  WOZ AN Chauhan, 26 Re@ 
RA, Nwmstle upon TW; WO2 M RA,BFPOi13,CBptACotton,IGSRsot 
Oavdsm, AsFT Iwershot, LCpl N Famr, RLC. BFPD47:SSgtDTEarp. QRL, BFPO 
2 LI. BFW8ffi: WOZJKGreen, DSPS(A). 38: Cpl FW Gausdan, MOD AMD. Asll 
Worthy Down, LCpl IA How, 2 Bn REME, Vale, Sgl MA Hm&. BANS BelirC, 
BmO 38, CSgl R Hutchinson. Hp BFPO 12; Cpl RI McCoy, 158 TPt Re$ 
D h l d o r l  Statfafl, BFW 34: WO2 I R L C D / ) , L I ~ ~ ~ ~ I , C ~ ~ I A P M ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ D  
Kemp. AGC Trg Cam, Worthy Down, an6 D M. PooIe, Li  Col RJ Shier, TFC 
Capl EC MaephmW. 3 HldrS (VI. Koblenl, BFPO 105, Spt D Srmth. h y  
Inwms% Cpl E6 Rw& Lowland (VI. Schwl of Catellng, Aldershot Capt WK 
Edinburgh Slmud. 32 EnOr Re@, BFPO 30, %I AM 

muwa,iw Tlghe, 33 Engr Rsot (EOD), Wimbush 
M pflm (n @U&. E2,5W): C W  AV SptJBTwisf,lZR~tW1BFPOi6,W02 

kaw 

Cpl 0 Hwphmn. 33 Enar Rsot (EOD), 

C&xa Wtd d T m  TPWBlsh,OspOlRIrish,BFW808 

bwdertoqm#fyfortlmdrawMApnl12, I9#7youmusfen~mtlmtyourpeyfor 
AW& IS debltsd wdh paymm for your lotiety Wets. .4pUmfmn t o W  me lolleN 
l s L y ~ o l A F c 9 6 t ? 6  avanaMeimmyourRegimemelAdmin~. 

Brldsh Military cap badgca and 
Smd SAE for hats to 

INI(ERMAN Badges, PO Bm 1022, 
Coulsdom, Sunrp, CR5 3JQ. mi 
Ammy Csp *r. S a d  SAE plus 
80p for bts to: C h  and Regiments, 
14 Blm Grow, Aldbmugh, East 
Y o r W  H U I  1 4RQ. Gumantee and 
generma msmuntg TC 

mmnn-nm 
RegimeIItd shield., plspvu lad 
Sbieldclodo. In good ecmpany with 
most regiments and corps of the 
Bririsb Army we mnde your sll&is for 
the Falldpnds, the Gulf and nDw 
Bo& and Crostis and moa o&er 
UN locations. Let us design your&- 
mmtal and oprrational sh~elds. Write 
fw a full colour brochure to: Mlary 
Marlreting lnternanonal, 74-77 
Steward S*t, Lpdpuood, 
Bimhgham 0121-4545393. BA18 Min"num 7AF. ordee rrvfox: 25 

Slueldg L9.95, no VAT outside the 
UK Shiddcloeks&l7.50. nc 
mmm+tmmnmm+*thm 

PL.C.E. BRITISH ARMY 
WEBBING. 92 cpmo web sets QO, 
90 olive web sets &45, 58 web sets 
&Xiczo, PLCE ohve bagma L85, Gow 
Tnlmedcamo1acLrts&5O.Hundrrdr 
mare items in stook from boots to 
c o d  post mts. MAIL ORDER 
AVAILABLE. DENBIGH ARMY 
SuRpLUs,Plot34, ColommdyInd. 
Est., Dab&, Lknb@sbire, LLl6 
5TA. Tel: (01745) 814978. Onc ofthc 
few r e m g  genuine d t t a r y  
wplus warehouses m UK. Send 50p 
in stamps for csrplogue. _11 

slmrcRDad,Smemwlcls-- 
Em 6NJ. 1m 

WrnlY, Wb, 0mVMli-b 
police, school, masamc and 
miscellaneous medals a d  badges. 
Send W 6 p  stamps fot h 18 
Hollgbank Road, Bnkahead, 
Merseysde l.41 BY. m m  

Ls%est msn- and 
up- cf hand-embmidctd 
bubon badges for Army, Nw, Air 
Force, Poke, schools, coU@g@s, clubs, 
etc. Flans, barnem, ssshe, coats-of- 
.arm, family cress and all military 
accinnremmts. Alto I d l e r  doves, 
foatbds, ascksuits. C0ntaR:JACthm 
(WT) I&!, PO Box 301, SinurOr 

sma 

Hnnd embroldaed q d t y  wire 
blsza badgca. S a d  d e  for 
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia 
CWQpy, U477 Khmwm. %cat 
PPkiStIUI. an 

British nnd ovemm military 
badges, mllars, titles, formanon s i p .  
Regular comprrhsnsm srock lists 
~ 2 . 0 0 .  castle~rmeury (S), 18 Cpstle 
Street, Dwu, CT16 1PW *v) 

NOTICE TO READERS 
T h e  publishers of SOLDIER 

any advemsemenc or for any 
losses sdeted 88 a result. 

recommended to make their own 
enquiries and seek appmpmte 
commercial, legal and financial 
advice before sending any money 

binding agreement. 

I SCE 
JEEI'LIN E I)ll<E(:T 
UK: 01367 244344 A 

Functiom Bands. 
Disco br Karaoke 

Comedim, Cabaret 
Dance Shows 
For all I&, 

SgtIGfficers' Mess 
Wedding & Private functions 
Tel: 0181-789 722716645 

F ~ x :  0181-785 3533 
Connmtions The Name 

YouCanTncstl II 

cntp BRvn, Roses, I@ two- 
bedmom sparrmmt m mt. Pod, 
gnrdma, T.V., 30 nunutea from Frmeh 
bada.  Tevfpx: OM472 150055 rn 

REP-. 'Ib wlyto apen pal, write 
P letter nnd smd it to Sdiw Mamdnc 
at the address Mow. The bm numk 
mu.t be cL.E4luY arinon In me 
TOP LEFT CORNER Of me 
en~t l~pe .  Your envelope must be no 
larger thpll8" I 4" and should contain 
only P letter PIYE P pbotognph if 
~rqocsted. Repties wewed more rhan 
three montbs &er the cover date and 
Lqe, h-w, OT poaly - 
d O p e a d n 0 t b e f ~  

TO ADvERnsE FOR A PEN 
PAL. plesre imd for details 
e = h J d = s a & r n -  
.ddmrwd envelope t(li sdd*r 
Maiszine, Ordnance Road, 
AldslrbM, Halm OUll wu. 
Rode, 27, 5'8", a student nune with 
brown hsir pnd blue e p .  Enjoys 
music, going out, football, &Y and 
the anam. See% male pen p& 
nged 25 - 35. AlA.  W24 
Fun-loving f d e  snks male with 
GSOH to correspond mth. lnfercsts 
include sporr UIa?ial m,, cmema, 

€925 wm 

]I&, 29, 5'3", m d u m  b d d  and 
b l y  Enjw m w ,  mdina 

and cow out Seeking 
d e  pen pal8 aged 30-35. €926 rn 

Jde, 36, 5'2", P cvddly &dy 
with stnwberry blonde hau and blue 
W E ,  reemtlY dd. Enjoy3 
waking, musk and wntmg. seeking 
sillarematcpenpllsaged38-40. P927 

w11 

dllling inlout. Age lmmaMll .Au 

m 

Lndy, 35, 5'7*, with bmwn eyes and 
dark hau. Enjoy3 wplldna &g, 
music, films and cooling. Sec% 
honest, h d b  soldlcrs to camnpond 
with. €928 nm 
Cas,29, 5 ~ l ~ , a h - d ~ e t t e ,  
divorced with tbme childrm. ch pp 
mdling, I nncma, 
home-makiDg and dancmg. Seeking 
bonegt gentlemm, 32+, to Write U). 
P929 O W  

CLirr, U, 5'5". with shon bmwn 
hau and b l u d p n  eyes. Enjoys 
aromsthuaw massage, hockey, 
rrsding, 8ocialisiag, and aavellmg. 
Seehuginteresting male wnpals pgcd 
23+. P930 w11 

..... 

later. 
A STRAIGHT FORWARD 

WDNlWAL SERVICE WITH No 
HlDDEN COSTS BY STAFF WHO * Hms+surge&+redinSusssr CARE FOR YOUR HOME 

sumy&Kent * 
I 

I SCE 
HOTLINE DIKEL I 1 UK: 01887 2443444 

Absolutely urgent Wanted - LHD 
&des. Any cendlnon. cash h y e r  
Tel. 0181-534 4016 01 0181-555 
0823 Fax: 0181-534 0033 (loam to 
10.30pm sevc11 days). Tic 

Wanted Hem ACF - rslyhtng for uhibition/dtsphY aeuFI., by 

purposes. Contact Mal Barlow, rel: 
01992 582423. m9, 

The aly of cnntetbw, Pipe Band 
Urgrntly requim men and 
drummers, me: or frmple. The band 
LS non-mrnpeunve and would k ideal 
for those who have recently left the 

and who awh to continue 
mthout premue to compete. 

Contact Band Secretary, Colin 
Boughton. Tevfar: 01843 291258. OM? 

I SCE I 
Loft-bpad drive vehicles ursently 
wanred. Any mdinon. Cash bum. 
Tek 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 
0823. PU: 0181-534 0033 (IOW to 
10.30pm) snren dan Tic 

UK: 01 367 244344 L A 
Cnnnon Curlas, 21 Bulford Road, 
Dtmngmn, Wilts. Milimcia, deans, 

medal cases, etc 10-5 ddy, closed 
Wednesday Tel: 01980 655099. TG 

F-m medab 
mounted for weat m bplsy. Send fot 
full b t  of new minimre medals, 
ribbon emblcms, brooches, ribbon 
ban, clasps, etc, and medal moytlMg 
costs. AeccsaNIsa welcome, SAE 
appreciated. Worcestershve M a l  
S m c e  25 Goldm Cmss hue, 
Catshtll, Bmmasmvc, B61 OLG. Tel: 
01527 835375. _ I  
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WHEN LCpl MaR stewan m p -  
ped out on the turf at Nllcken- 
h m  to r e p m n t  Scotland 
against England in the CaIcut- 
ta Cup he was fulflllhg the 
potentlal first spotted by hls 
banallon coach. 

The winter has been a Waer- 
shed for Rugby Unlon as the 
gsme’s first aeason of prates- 
elonallam aot under way. NO 

ultimate accolade of repre- 5 I 
. -  ~ 

clearhr bc dated to &in he LCDI Matt Stewart takes the Weld 81 WICkenham 

. ‘I 
_ _ _  _. - 
jolned‘ the Army In 1989. 
Having played only a handful recce platoon he completed Northampton collected his 
of games at school, he jolned tours of duty In Northern Ire 
up, turnlng out for the Junlor land and the Falklands. But ss When Rodber, England back 
lnlantry Battallon at Shorn- hls rugby car- started to rowplayerandOrwnHowards 
cllffe, Kent, bafore being look more promlslng, the offlcer, told the Army that 
posted to Gsrmany. In that first Army played Its part by puttlng Stewart had the potential to go 
year he tasted success as hls hlm in the gym for a nlneto- all the way, he WM right. 
unit reached the finals of The move to Northamp- 

ton, which the Army facili- 
tated by glvlng him a 

the Amy Cup. 
On joining the 2nd 

Battallon, The Queen’s posting to Bassingboum, 

than expected. BY hls own 

flrat full International oap. 

brought results much quicker Regiment, (now me Princess 
of Wales’s Roval Reaiment) 
stewart, a prdp fo&rd oi 
Immense strength, qulckly 
attracted the atteatlon of the 
Undw-21 Esleetorr. 

HIa mentor, Capt Lea B a p  
ham, believed the young sol- 
dler had tha potential to go 
much further in the game end 
put htm in touch with local 
Courage Laagua SI& Black- 
heath. Within SIX months 
Stewart wea playlng Courage 
League 111 rugby. 

Whlle Blackheeth were 
givlng Stewart the technlque 
to -me a flrat-clasa rugby 
player, it wan the Army that 
provided him with the fltnlar 
leveta he needed. 

”Rugby tralnlng was easy 
for fltnesa. The Army’s tralnlng 
saw me through that,” he sald. 
“I’d done e physlcal training 
instructor cwme and P Com- 
pany, which sorted out my 
endurance. I got the power end 
speed autr through the rugby 
club.” 

Matt Stewart le fully aware of 
the eupport the ~ r m y  IS giving 

lnltially things were a llttla 
hlm in hls rugby. 

dmlcult: e8 part of hls unlt’s 

Rve job that gave hlm the 
opportunity to concentrate on 
tralnlng. 

mlngs started to happen 
very qulckly for Stewart at 
Blackheath. He waa selected 
for Scotland’s Under-21 aide 
and, in tha semc wason, his 
club was promoted from 
League 111 to League II. An 
approach WBII mad.? by DlvC 
slon I Harlequlmr, but whlle 
playlng for the Army, Stewart 
rewlved mother offer. 

“At the Inter-%rvice game 
againat the Royal Navy, Capt 
Tim Rodber [the England for- 
ward] eaked ma to go to 
Northampton, so I declded to 
do one more year at Black- 
heath and then join Northamp 
ton. I talt I n- mother year 
with Danny Vaughan, the 
Blackheath coach, to help me 
make the pmgmsslon.” 

These constderations had to 
take Into account Stewart’s 
Army cameer. He could have 
opted for full-time profession- 
al  rugby, but tnstead chose to 
remain in the Army. 

The declsion has pald off. 
He is now helping the Army on 
the recruitment stde and 
wlthln four months of joining 

admission, when selected to 
play egalnst Italy last Novem- 
bnr, Stewart was “shocked and 
delighted”. 

‘It was a tremendous bun. I 
wasn’t really prepared for It 
and It’s qulte emotlonal, but 
once thay‘va played the 
natfonal anthem you’re p i e  
pared to take on anyone.’’ 

LCpi Matt Stewart has a 
three-year contract with North- 
ampton and a contract wlth the 
Army that has another sevan 
years to run, but at 23 he la not 
looklng that farahead. 

ed for the match egalnst Eng 
land leat month. 

“I’ve played et Twlckenham 
for the Army and It was great 
to play there for Scotlsnd,” 
sald Matt, who is looking for- 
ward to this month’s match 
agalnst the Royal Navy at the 
m e  venue. 

“The Army is still my mein 
employer and that‘s where my 
loyally lies. My regiment, The 
Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Reglment, has glven me full 
support and I will repay that.” - DH 

He was thrllled to be select- 

2 Slg Ragt 31, RWF 11 

FOR the first time in 1 1 years, 
an infantry battalion won 
through to the iinal of the 
Army’s Rugby Union Chal- 
lenge Cup iinal at Sandhurst, 
only to lose to a superior corps 
side, writes Roger Thomp- 
son. 

Hardy had the good-sized 
cmwd settled back when the 
game, benveen the 1st Battal- 
ion, The Royal Welch Fusiliers 
and York-based 2 Signal Regi- 
ment, exploded into life. 

The Welch ri5ed the ball 
into the signallers’ 22 and, in 
the ensuing make, whipped 
the ball across the face of a 5at 
defence to score the slickest of 
pies in the right corner. 

In the space of a minute, the 
Welch had thrown down the 
gauntlet, challenging the men 
from York to play rugby in the 
hand and to match Welsh cre- 
ativity. That, however, was not 
2 Signals’ game plan which 
slowly became apparent, a 
near-total reliance on a proven 
Dack containine seven Armv - 
ilayers. 

For those who bite their 
nails, it was to be an uncom- 
fortable aftemaon as Welch 
and former Army scrum-half 
David Williams launched his 
creative three-quarters off the 
merest crumbs, only to be 
shunted back time and again 
by the 2 Signals’ heavies. 

In U period of steady temto- 
rid pressure before half time 2 
Signals dominated all phases 
of play except the scrum. 

Following one wheeling set 
piece, Cassidy, the York 
scrum-half, broke blind to &e 

Loggies 
216 (Pari) a g  Sqn 26, 

29 Regt RLC 5 
A FIRST final appearance for 
both teams saw 216 Parachute 
Signal Squadron beat 29 Regs- 
ment RLC 25-5 at RMA 
Sandhurst to lift the Army 
minor units Challenge Cup, 
writes Roger Thompson. 

Five sparkling tries showed 
how both teams conmbuted to 
an entertaining match which 
lifted a dull January afternoon 

fly half Spowart who scored 
with conspicuous ease and 
then converted his own try. 

By half-time, 2 Signals had 
forged another try through 
Cassidy which, with an 
exchange ofpenalties, gave the 
men from York a 12-1 1 lead. 

In the second half, Spawart 
kicked two early penalties 
which effectively put victory 
beyond the Welch. 

Such was the signalled 
superiority in the lines-out, 
with Gibbs accurately picking 
out Francis, Curtis and Neigh- 
bour, Spowart was able to 
thump easily-won possession 
deep into touch, knowing re- 
possession was safe. 

Even when the Welch gained 
possession through opposition 
errors, Denham, at blind side 
flank, was blocking any ad- 

- 
vance. Mote than once he 
absorbed the intended break 
and then drove the ball buck at 
the men in red shirts. 

Maybe the pattern was only 
two-dimensional and, unkind- 
ly, blinkered, but, for those 
who appreciate the true art of 
rugby football there is nothing 
quite like the rhythm and 
rumble of 16 feet charging in 
unison. 

DUMMY RUN 
Spowart scored his second 

try after 60 minutes when the 
Combined Service full back 
Bartliffe drew the heart of 
Welch defence away from the 
5y half with a dummy run, 
bringing his personal tally in 
the match to 25 pts. 

Although tired, the Royal 
Welch battled proudly on, dis- 

playing glimpses ofwhat might 
have been. The gap between 
illusion and delusion is never 
great but Watters, even late on, 
tumed the 2 Signals defence 
into all sorts of twists before 
being engulfed by sheer num- 
bers. 

Whitehead, a cool, elusive 
runner at full back, threatened 
continuously while Wdliams 
showed that, even at 30 years 
plus, he is s t i l l  not out of con- 
tention to win back his Army 
Number 9 shirt. 

The 2 Signals’ gdopmg 
maul and lines-out supremacy 
were the major features of a 
iine victory, but the Welch 
scrum-hdf, Williams, eternal- 
ly inventive and with eyes fix- 
ed on that mythical spot ten 
feet in front ofhis 5y half, stole 
the show. 

crushed by Para signallers 
and enthralled the vocal crowd. 

Comparison of the two 
teums before the match 
showed that 29 Regsment 
would be hard-pressed to hold 
back the taller, heavier Para 
side. 
This physical adwntage, 

principally exerted though 
Poppe and Gunning in the line 
and Jones, an easily mitated 
hardman at No 6, rhreatened 
to turn the game into a one- 

way movement. H o w e v e r  
Braddock, an incomplete con- 
vert from Rugby League, 
thought Swing Low was more 
of a call to m s  than a song. 
The referee disagreed and sent 
Braddock to test the tempeni- 
w e  in the showers. 

His departure produced a 
more than even game until the 
fourth quarter, when the phys- 
ical presence and stamina of 
the Para signallers pack prond- 

ed a near endless flow of ball. 
It enabled Wadmore and 

Morrell, who hnd outstanding 
games at half back, to launch 
their big runners, Poulsen, All- 
cock and Camck, to score 
excellent tries. 

Morrell converted one try 
and kicked a penalty Hook, 
the loggies’ captain, scored a 
deserved try for 29 Regiment 
but the signallers never relaxed 
their grip. 

Stretched 
Services 
on losing 
streak 
lClSLeague2,CombSe~Icesl 
AFTER the recent trouncing 
by an FA XI made up of Vaux- 
hall Conference players, Com- 
bined S m c e s  were beaten by 
the ICIS League at Hendon’s 
North Zandon ground, writes 
DerricLBly. 

hjuries and late withdrawals 
reduced the Services squad to a 
bare minimum, with the Royal 
Navy’s Jason White getting the 
goalkeeper’s jersey and Army 
’keeper Cfn Ian Elliott wearing 
the No 9 shirt. 

White earned his spurs in the 
10th minute, leaving his line to 
smother a chance. ICIS had the 
better of the exchanges and 
with better finishing should 
have been ahead. 

Semi‘ceshad to wait until the 
22nd m u t e  for their f u n  
corner. Then a header hy CPO 
Flint into the path of Cpl Aliie 
Alford (Army) came to nothing 
when the midfielder bit his shot 
too high. 

WO2 Atan Hisgins (Army) 
and Cpl Gary Wooton (RAF) 
fought hard at the back for Ser- 
vices to keep the lively League 
forwards at bay. In the 26th 
minute, however, Forinton 
moved on to a Uvough ball and 
rounded White. 

Services made the perfect 
reply when LPT Willm‘s h e  
kick was headed across the six 
yard area by Flint and Sig 
Stuart Johnston (Army) 
equalised. 

Ten minutes from the break 
the League side again went 
ahead when a midfielder col- 
lected the ball on the hnlfway 
line and, with no Services chal- 
lenge, shot past &e keeper. 

Cpl Lee Innes headed wide 
from a Willens free kick but 
almost levelled minutes later 
when he beat the goalkeeper, 
only for his shot to be cleared 
off the goal-line. 
Innes, L~DIIOX and Flint 

combined to put more pressure 
on the league defence and Flint 
shot wide. 
This was a very determined 

perfarmancc by a belaw- 
strength Combined Services 
side. They were not outclassed 
andwithamoremnruhofthe 
tud could have shared the 
spoils. 
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Provides emergency all weather cover in minutes 
WE WILL TAILOR MAKE UNITS TO SUIT YOUR REOUIREMENTS 

Airborne: WO2 Mike Sinclair and sspt Maltin EdrnundJones damonstnte the wavehopping CspbilitY of 
their boat, Wavedancer II. They am nalionsi champions after their first full season of RIB facing 

~ 

RIB racers need a little 
help from their friends 

I 

car sunroof at 8 h p h .  You just 
hope you don’t get thrown 
out.” 

Both men had a boating 
background, but admit to 
being a bit wet behind the ears 
when it came to racing rigid 
idatableS. 
“Choosing a boat was di5- 

cult. There are so many mer -  
ent types, designs and engine 
combinations. In the end, we 
settled on a 6.7m Crompton 
RIB powered with an Evmrude 
150 horsepower outboard 
engine,” said Sinclair. 

An expensive sport, RIB 
racing involves extensive travel 
to &hues around the United 
Kmgdom. 

Fuel is costly and the craft 
guzzles about 45 gallons of it 
during each of the season‘s 13 

Desperate to continue with 
the sport, Mike Smchir says, 
“Our first year was a mal run. 
We did so well and would love 
to continue taking part, but our 
main problem is finance. 

“Last year, we funded it 
between us, with very little 
sponsorship. 

“If our families could agree 
to it, and ifwe could get some 
sponsorship, then we’d dearly 
love to carry on and move up in 
the sport? he said. 

Navigator Edmunds-Jonea 
agrees: “RIB racing demands 
dedication and with the right 
financial support it could go on 
to be a worthwhile military 
pursuit, not only for team- 
building skills, but also to pro- 
mote the Army.” 

raceS. 

NEWLY-aowned Formula 3 Corps, took the championship 
Rigid Innatable Boat (RIB) in their first full season of 
nationalchampionsWO2Mike racing, and admit to being 
Sinclair and SSgt Martin completely hooked on the 
Edmunds-Jones have one wish sport. 
. . . not to give up the fast and “Racing at 50 knots over 
furioussporttheytookupjusta water is the most exhilarating 
year ago. thing I’ve ever done in my life,” 

The talented duo, both Lynx said driver Mike Sindau. 
pilots with Northern Ireland- “Speed so close to the water is 
based 5 Regiment, Army Air like sticking your head out of a 

F’ 

ii 
Painshowsonthefeceofthe5Rlrtllhboxer~heta~a hardpunch 

Battle of the Irish 
TWO Royal Irish Regiment 
teams were pitched against 
each other in the finals of the 
Northern Ireland novice 
boxing championship. 

Old rivals, the 7th (City of 
Belfast) Battalion and the 5th 
(County Londondery) Battal- 
ion were both determined to 
win and, after a hard-fought 
contest, 7 R Irish captured the 

trophy for the third t ime in 
recent years, winning six of the 
nine contests. 

A new awatd, the Hayden 
Trophy, was presented to Re J 
Goodall (7 R Irish), who 
hocked out his opponent. 
The trophy marks more than 
25 years of service to Army 
boxing in Northern Ireland by 
Maj (Retd) Bob Haydon. 

escent 
lights with tripod will give you extensive floodlighting capacity with minimum energy consumption. 
Each lamp consumes only 36 watts. The light output is better than a 500 watt Tungsten equivalent, 
with up to 50% more usable light and up to 20% larger footprint than any other similar system. It is 
also cold to the touch. Each element is able to give you 5000 hours of life. 
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