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Really low prices and
all the pleasure of choosing
your new car at home.

Buying through Natocars of Bridgwater
is simply the most satisfying way
of getting exactly the new car
you want, you enjoy all the
excitement of choosing without
any of the high-pressure
showroom sales talk.
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LEARNING TO DARE AND WIN
-THE SPARE-TIME SAS

THE YORKSHIRE CALES boast some of
the most breath-taking hills in Britain. Rol-
ling magnificently over 680 square miles of
the northern part of the nation’s largest
county, they comprise the third biggest of
Britain’s ten national parks and provide a
perfect proving ground for military survival
skills.

The prospect of spending 24 hours virtu-
ally non-stop scaling and then slithering
down their 1-in-2 limestone slopes with a
Bergen strapped to the back, as heavy as a
half-hundredweight sack of spuds, is a
daunting psychological, let alone physical,
barrier to break through.

It calls not only for a rare kind of mental
and bodily endurance but also for a special
kind of part-time soldier — one who can do
it all clutching a sling-less self-loading rifle
which he has probably never even fired
before!

But these gruelling marathons of mind
over matter are never short of combat-kitted
takers, For the glittering prize that lures
strong, fit, young men to these crag-crested
slopes is the prospect of joining a part-time
elite . . . an SAS Territorial Army squadron.

Many of them will have put in just seven
‘work-up’ weekends and 12 evenings before

subrmtnng to a veritable sifting of the men
* from the boys amid the dry-stoned walls of
the Dales. With only languid, black-faced
sheep for company amid the echoing, empty
acres, they are given just 24 hours to cover
34 miles while toting 521b packs, rifles and
belt order.

Three times a year, the ‘fliers’ or
‘plodders’ (as they are known in the SAS
trade) make it to these scar-strewn moors.
Deprived of sleep and often in flesh-searing
cold, they push themselves beyond the pain
barriers of blisters, twisted ankles or torn
tendons to prove themselves — to them-
selves — and win the chance of a place with
an SAS ‘Terrier’ outfit.

A day and night out in the Dales may have
their ups and downs but the SAS aspirants
love every minute of it — or so they will tell
you.

Common to all individual psyches is the
will to win. In their Bergens are ample
rations and safety equipment. In their hands
their trusty SLRs. In their pockets, a com-
pass and ordnance survey map upon which
nothing is ever written, and in their weary
heads, the capacity to memorise perhaps
three consecutive six-figure grid co-
ordinates.

They come too, from the Yellow Pages, a
mish-mash of trades and professions. People
like your friendly neighbourhood butcher . .
. baker . . . and, if not a candlestick maker,
perhaps an antique dealer or two.

Story: Graham Smith
Pictures: Paul Haley




It is even rumoured that there are SAS
Terriers listed in Burke’s Peerage and
Debrett’s.

Some 200 miles to the north of Watford,
the 23rd Special Air Service Regiment (Vol-
unteers), formed in 1959, with its roots
firmly planted in the Midlands, the north of
England and Scotland, has just finished an
active spell of recruiting over recent weeks
with its sister TA unit of 12 years’ seniority,
21st Special Air Service Regiment (Artists)
Volunteers.

At one checkpoint nestling in a remote
hillside village, back-dropped by a towering
2300-foot Pike, a seasoned 21 SAS staff
sergeant, acting as a monitor, waited for the
men on the skyline to totter down to his
Land Rover rendezvous (RV) point, one of
nine such points literally dotted over the 34
mile survival course.

Some of the pale-faced youngsters, he
assessed, looked “rather peaky.” In paternal
fashion he advised them to drink more water
and take salt to avoid debilitating de-
hydration symptoms before moving off to
their next given grid location.

Men from a nearby Dales village had done
much the same thing in the September of
1513, except that they had no maps and

their next RV was the battlefield at Flodden
in Northumberland during the joust bet-
ween English longbows and Scottish spears

Above: A laugh and a joke make going easier.

g

Below: Dry moorland walls flank aspirants

Above: High-powered ‘binos’ monitor progress.

at grid reference 893372.

Finger tips, incidentally, are strictly ver-
boten when it comes to pointing out a map
reference — the extremity of the offending
digit covers too much ground. Sliver-like
blades of grass or twigs are much more
precise and preferred under SAS tutorage.

So, the new six-figure grids given ver-
bally, the men moved off again, still in good
humour — a scant sixty seconds later.

The anonymous 21 SAS staff sergeant of
scimitar-shaped sideburns and Burt
Reynolds moustache — a sort of corporate
image for senior NCOs — said: “If a guy
gets injured — a broken leg or whatever —
he can apply for a ‘re-course’ and try again.
It takes a lot of guts for a bloke to enter this
kind of test, especially those with no previous
military experience and perhaps with just
seven weekends of preliminary training, let
alone navigate across country with compass
and map on which nothing must be written.
It’s all down to memory.

“They probably haven’t even fired an
SLR or general purpose machine gun yet.
You've got to take your hats off to them.”

During SOLDIER’s flying visit to Exer-
cise Long Drag on a particularly ‘nithering’
or freezing North Yorkshire morning, 46
men had been dropped off in groups from
four-tonners some 20 miles from their base
camp as the prelude to the scheduled
24-hour trek over snow-dusted moorlands
during the specialist SAS seminar.

The tyros included a trainee barrister, a
London estate agent, a Sothebys auctioneer,
civil servants and a university lecturer — all
of them dubbed ‘city slickers’ by the SAS
but all with an equal chance alongside byil-
ders, bricklayers, electricians, milkmen,
paint sprayers and the like. Surprisingly few.
had ‘fallen in’ from the dole queues around
the country.

Though less than 50 men were now facing
this icy trek, there had been more than 500
volunteers just a few months earlier. Many
of them, dubbed as ‘cowboys’, had been
weeded out at initial interview. Others had
quickly dropped out when the going got too
tough.

One of the PSIs (Permanent Staff Instruc-

continued on page &
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tors) from the Regular Hereford SAS Regi-
ment put the current rise in popularity of
the SAS public image down to the remark-
able events of the Iranian Embassy siege just
over a year ago.

Most SAS Terrier applicants say they
want a challenge and a change from their
everyday work. And the 2000-foot-plus
Yorkshire Dales certainly gave the course
‘survivors’ all of that — a hiking day and
night out with a limb-numbing, mind-
obsessing difference.

On average, they were covering just under
two miles an hour and were ever-mindful of
rural ecology and the Country Code.

Some 20 local farmers and agents had
co-operated with the exercise planners and
they got full co-operation in return. Soldiers
dutifully clanged heavy iron-barred farm-
yard gates firmly behind them and were
tolerant and defiant of the attentions of
penned barking sheepdogs and harassment
from sudden, scurrying ‘battle pair’ sorties
by honking ganders (usually from the rear!).

The TA trekkers dropped no litter. To do
so would have meant instant departure from
the course. They side-stepped, where poss-
ible, past parcels of mealy primroses, moun-

Above: Village rendezvous under expert eyes.
Left: One man and a lonely personal marathon.
Far left: Dutifully observing the Country Code.

tain globe flowers and lilies-of-the-valley.

With safety in adverse weather always in
the mind of the SAS sponsors, the men were
kitted out with mini-flares. Even on phases
like Exercise Long Drag the rules were
flexible and could be changed.

“We would always pull them off in really
bad weather,” explained a Scots-born staff
sergeant.

Good times are achieved in this cross-
country event. One man, a super-fit ‘flier,’
started 40 minutes after the first batch . , .
and overtook its first man.

But it is not always the ‘fliers’ who pass®
the ultimate test. The tortoise can still beat
the hare. Inmjury or meagre map reading
ability can lose it all for a ‘flier” and the
‘plodders’ have as good a chance of accep-
tance at the end of the day.

The men on the march, as they ‘tabbed’
across the moors under the relentless pres-
sure of forced partnership with their packs,
were encouraged to make hot meals for
themselves to sustain energy and ward off
hypothermia.

Many, however, tended to rely on a glu-
cose in-put, their pockets bulked out with




Above: Tiny twigs make accurate map pointers.

bars of that brand of chocolate bar that
supposedly helps one to work, rest and play
— though there was little chance for the
latter two options for the aspiring SAS spar-
tans.

The general advice was simple. Move at
speed during the day to compensate for a
two-thirds loss of progress during darkness.

On their meandering military trek over
the moors, most men underwent a welcome
secondary form of weight loss — from their
packs. It was estimated that by the end of
the 24 hours they would have munched and
drunk their way through about seven
pounds of rations and liquids.

23 SAS is well aware of the role it would
have to play in any war and its commanding
officer, or ‘boss’ in SAS terms, says: “We
are not going to drop our standards. We are
looking for a guy who has got mental and
physical determination, is compatible with
all sorts of people — we are a totally classless
regiment — has a good sense of humour, is
intelligent and can work with small groups
or, if need be, on his own. The principles
are the same with us as for the Regular
regiment.”

That ‘classlessness’ is underlined by the
fact that all potential SAS officers must first
complete a year’s probation as a trooper. But
why the thrice vearly recruitment drive?

“A man may stay with us for 15 years but
we also lose people through a change of job,
pressure of work or even from the family or
perhaps from injury,” he explained.

But the 34 mile muscle-knotting experi-
ence, even as he spoke, was not the end of
the Yorkshire connection.

Five hours after the finish — earlier for
the ‘fliers’ — these marathon men had to
clean themselves and their kit, snatch what-
ever sleep they could and get ready for
lectures on the comprehensive syllabus. No
nodding off here!

It went on for ten more days. Basic infan-
try and SAS skills . . . range firing on the
SLRs and GPMGs . . . ambush and RV
techniques . . . fieldcraft and tactical train-
ing.

Right: Waiting for next stream of rookies.

For those who tried the selection course
but failed there was disappointment but no
disgrace. They went home holding the SAS
in even higher personal esteem. )

Certainly when SOLDIER took a quick
glance at the happy hopefuls, the physical
testing of human endurance and endeavour
seemed high on the list of personal appeal as
the men, under obvious strain, quietly
checked into the RVs and out again with a
cheery remark, quiet confidence and a
departing grin.

A 28-year-old London estate agent who
“loves country life,” his faculties little
blunted by his previous seven mobile hours,
said: “It’s given me a programme of physical
exertion and effort I would not get anywhere
else. T hope it will all lead up to a lot of
interesting activities for me later.”

His enthusiasm was echoed by a fresh-
faced 22-year-old carpenter from Dundee,
his head cocooned in a commando-type
khaki woolly hat. “I’'m very physically
minded. I wanted to join an Army unit and
the SAS is the most physical you’ll ever get.
It’s an excellent regiment. If you get their
badge, it’s an honour and it’s something you
have earned for the rest of your life.” W




SAS EQMMANDO

HIS craftsman made commando knife is dedicated to the S.A.S.

regiment whose success in the fight against terrorism is internation-
ally renowned. The S.A.S., who were formed 40 years ago in 1941 carried
this style of knife as an essential part of their equipment. CROWN
SWORDS are producing a limited numbered edition of this knife to
commemorate 40 years of dedicated service by this unique regiment.
Each number and purchaser's name will be entered in our sword
register. This is the first in a planned series of ten differing commemora-
tive knives.

AVAILABLE FROM THE FOLLOWING STOCKISTS
Black Knight Art Company, London.
Stanley’s of Windsor.

John Slough of Hereford and selected stockists
or direct from
CROWN SWORDS, Avenue Works, Eastheath Avenue, Wokingham, Berks.
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hours to spare, the recently pub-

lished Defence White Paper
(Statement on the Defence Estimates
1981, volumes 1 and 2) offers a rich
fund of facts and figures on Britain's
Armed Forces and their role at home
and abroad.

But perhaps the most revealing
information comes on the opening
page in a preamble by the Secretary of
State for Defence, Mr John Nott.
Change, he makes it plain, is long over-
due. New programmes are needed to

F OR anyone with £10 and several

“Gentlemen, due to Defence economies MoD
have decided to replace all target ranges with
Space Invaders.”

exploit new technology and tactical
concepts. Successive spending cuts
have fallen disproportionately on newer
programmes where funds are not fully
committed. Too much is tied up in
sophisticated weapons platforms and
not enough on the weapons and sen-
sors they need to carry.

Though deliberately avoiding the
emotive term ‘defence review’ the Sec-
retary of State has made it clear that the
next few months will see him busy
discussing with the Chiefs of Staff and
our allies how technological and other
changes can help us fulfil our basic
roles more effectively but without a
massive increase in expenditure. “We
must establish in the long-term prog-
ramme the right balance between the
inevitable resource constraints and our
necessary defence requirements,” he
says.

Value for money, not surprisingly, is a
constantly recurring theme of the White
Paper. But although the Statement is
not slow to highlight the growing milit-
“ary strength of the Warsaw Pact there is
also a good deal in it to encourage our
own forces.

For the Army, there is the promise
that the Challenger main battle tank
with its Chobham armour and more
powerful engine, will be in service by
the mid-1980s.

Other important developments fore-
shadowed include an improved anti-
armour round for use by both Chieftain
and Challenger, 69 M109 self-propelled
guns to add to the new FH70s already
deployed, a new Mechanised Combat
Vehicle — MCV 80 — to replace the FV
430 series, improvements to the Rapier
and Blowpipe and the entry into BAOR
service by the mid 80s of Ptarmigan —
the new tactical trunk communications
system.

On the manpower front, too, the pic-
ture is encouraging with recruiting and

SOLDIER fo Soldier

retention rates at record levels. But the
White Paper points out that there are
still shortfalls in some key specialist
areas such as Royal Signals and Army
Medical Services. It warns too that
demographic trends will make reaching
future recruiting targets increasingly
tougher as numbers in the 16-19 age
group decline during the next decade.

There is also some revealing informa-
tion about costs in the White Paper. A
detailed ‘shopping list' points out that
an Army Lynx helicopter costs £2.1m
while the new Challenger tank is esti-
mated at £1.5m. Even. the new Nato
rifle, it is reckoned, will cost £300 apiece
with each single round of ammunition
clocking up a further 15p a shot.

Small wonder then that the need to
get the maximum use and value out of
every piece of kit remains an over-
riding priority for all three Services and
one that every individual soldier, sailor
and airman should feel personally
responsible for.

In the final analysis the successful
defence of our realm may rest not on
how much we spend but on how little
we waste.

*

he small multi-national force who
Tkept the peace in Rhodesia so

effectively in the run up to elec-
tions and independence won wide-
spread acclaim at the time for their
courage, patience, good humour and
commonsense.

Now comes welcome confirmation
that recognition of the Force's splendid
achievement is to take a tangible form
with the news the the Queen has
approved a new medal to mark service
in Rhodesia by all those who took part
in ‘Operation Agila® — members of the
Services, police and civilians.

Called The Rhodesia Medal, the
cupro-nickel circular medal has a
crowned effigy of the Queen on the
front by sculptor David Wynne. The
reverse bears a sable antelope, similar
to that used on Rhodesian coins, sur-
rounded by the inscription The
Rhodesia Medal 1980. The ribbon has
red, white and blue vertical stripes.

Fourteen days service in Rhodesia is
the basic qualification for the medal.
They are being produced by the Royal
Mint at Llantrisant and about 2500 will
be awarded. If their governments wish,
it will also be available to the forces of
Australia, Fiji, Kenya and New Zealand
who took part in the monitoring opera-
tion.

Operation Agila concluded on 20
March 1980 but the British Army still
has some 150 personnel scattered
throughout Zimbabwe providing tuition
and training for its new national army.

S this year's London Marathon
Aproved, a mass-participation

‘happening’ that can offer a chal-
lenge laced with camaraderie seems
destined to win massive popularity.
This certainly seems to be borne out by
the annual Royal Military Police and
City of Chichester march, which last
year attracted over 4000 eager foot-
sloggers and takes place this year on
Sunday 9 August.

As in previous years, the march is
open to military and civilian teams of
not less than six and not more than 30
marchers. A choice of three walks, rang-
ing from six to 25 miles, should encour-
age even the youngest entrants to reach
the finishing line. Starting times will be
staggered between 8am and 11.45am.

Medals and diplomas will be pre-
sented to all successful walkers and
team prizes will be presented for the
best turnout, discipline and so on. The
day will end with a full dress parade
through the city with the salute taken by
the Mayor and military dignitaries.

The march was first staged in 1977 as
part of the Royal Military Police cente-
nary celebrations. It aims at encourag-
ing physical well-being and a spirit of
international goodwill and friendship.
Last year’'s event attracted marchers
from Europe, Canada and the USA.

Entry forms and information about
accommodation etc, can, be obtained
from The Hon Secretary, Royal Military
Police and City of Chichester March,
Roussillon Barracks, Chichester, West
Sussex, PO19 4BN. Closing date for
entries is 17 July.

*

last-minute reminder for Folk folk.
A This year's Services Folk Competi-

tion is again to stage its finals at
RAF Brize Norton in October, but the
closing date for entries is 1 June — so
hurry! -

Topping the bill this year will be The
Spinners supported by the McCalmans,
and the contest will see personnel from
all three Services battling for over £700
in cash as well as trophies and plaques.
The BBC will be recording the finals and
copies will be distributed to BBC reg-
ional and local radio as well as through
the BFBS networks. .

The competition is open to Service-
men — and women — based in the
United Kingdom, Cyprus, Germany or
Gibraltar. Those serving in Germany
should obtain entry forms from BFBS
Cologne and in Cyprus and Gibraltar
from their local BFBS stations.

In the United Kingdom you can obtain
them from Services Folk Competition
‘81, PO Box 1234, London SW1 or from
your local BBC radio station. Solo folk
performers, groups or folk song com-
posers are eligible.

1
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Houghton 5-Parkside &
K m# 22995

Luton—Warden 39,350
Berkshire
Reading—Mill Green 34,950

Milton Keynes~
Drive 23950
Milton Keynes—
Two Mile Ash 12950
shire

Doddinglon-ChurchVw 28, 750

Linle Paxton-TheCrofts 28,305
Peterborough-Birchwood 14300
Peterborough—

Willoughby Crt 12,300
Pelerborough—Wermnglon 12,900

Cheshire
Chester—Hawthorm 13250
Crawe-Coppenhall—

The Sycamores 12,950
Great Sankey-Green Pk 14 950
Maccleshieid- The Oaks 37250
Moreton Spur-Upton Pk~ 18,150
Northwich=Brarsvale 15.300
Poynton—-Brookside Fm 35.950
Runcorn-Borrows Bridge 12,950
Runcom-Cloughwood 21250
Stockpor - Offerion -

Larkswood 29100
Tarporiey-Quarry Bank 38,950
Timperiey - rove 47 900

Warnngton-The Hawthoms 12,750
12950
14550
25750

Widnes—Qakhouse Fm
Winsford—Darnhall Pk
Winslord-Moors Pk

Derbyshire
Alvaston - The Oaklands
Buxton—Faoxiow Pk
Chapel-En-Le Frith
Long Lane
Chellaston - Maple Drve
Clowne-Church Lane
Derby-Breadsail
Eckington~Highwood Pk
Pwey The Paddocks
Spondon-Royal Hill Pk
Chisichurch—Blenheim Pk
Poole - Sherborne Gans
Wimbome-Mariborough Pk 27 ‘-}‘1‘1

Wimborme—
Mariborough Cri§

26,100
Durham
Crook - Thistieflat 11,500
Esh Winning-Ivesiey Pk e
Felling~Leam Lane £
Houghton e Spring
Heath Grange 19.950
Ryton-Woodside Pk 11,950
Stariey-Burmnside 12,500
ssex
Clacton -Cann Hall 20,350
Clacton-Manne Parade  29.850
Colchester—Wivenhoe:
Broadtields 18.000

Giloucestershire
Brockhampton
Brockhar
Newent - Lake
Tewkasbury - Ar
Greater London
Blackheatt
Breni-Haw

“heltenham -

21,500

'ﬂn« & r‘aw\aruﬁ de 5;000
Basingstoke—Parklands 22.000
F..w am—Birdwood Grove 21.950

Farnham - Whitehill

Pinewood Chase 20.000
Famborough-Cove

Tile u:.—:q 24250
Fleet- Twesel Down 22,000
Portsmouth—Emsworth

Spencers Fid 24950
Southamplon

Chanwell Green
Waterlooville-Nr. Portsmouth

Conilers 20500

Humberside

Brdiinglon-The Nursery 17,950

Bngg-Glanford Vale 1€
Goole-Woodlands

n

Hull- Hedon - Inmans Pk
Hull - Holderness Gdns

18.195
15,995

Your maximum probable mortgage will be 21/2 times your annual salary or slightly

L &
Sidcup-Taylors Close§ 28500
Adiington 12,750
Ashion in Makerfieid—

Priory Meadow bl
Botton-Blackrod-
wiew Pi 14975

Bolton-Tongfields Meadow 15375

i hill P i
o~ Pk 17.950

46.300
c Brook—

Hawthorms 14.950
Croston-Coniston Pk 7.7
Garswood-Garswood Pk 14.475
Haydock-Penny Lane 14,650
Helmshorg—Gr Fold 24.7¢

Leyland-Bannister Foid Fm 27,750
Leyland - Southiands

Liverpool-Freeland St 12,950
Liverpool—Norwood Grove 12,950
Liverpooi—Spencer St 12,950
Lydiate—Nedens L £
Overton—-Cha, 22950
Preston- Fairw, 41,950
Preston- Ingoi- reen 41,950
Hccnrjdm 19.425
Rayton-T 14,950
Sheving House Fm &
‘}[nl‘um\ 40.250
St. Helens: hway Lane 29.650
Tarieton- Tt 54 950
16.650
39.950
18.850
r—Bradgate Vw 18,900
Hinckley 14,000
-RusheyMead 14,000
ough
th Wood 14,000

borough-Spinney Vw 18,800
m Moworay-Qaklands 11.950
pshed - Ingleside 11,950
Thurmaston— %*\orpﬂ Fields 20 900
'.'\ ston—Oaklands

ton - The Nook 42 ‘DC
Llncolnlhlrl
Cranwell-Church Vw 15,900
Grantham-Brookside 18.200
Lincoin—Glebe Pk 13.700
Lincoin—Greenlands 16,500
Norfolk
Diss - Vinces Lane 19,150
E. Dereham - Beetiey
Mill Vi 20,975

E Dereham- Gressenhall 43,250
Heacham - Lodge Pk 18,700
Norwich—Eaton-The Firs 36,350
Norwich—Hellesdon -

Riverside Gdns 57.300
Norwich~Stoke Holy Cross
Sandy Oak 22.200
Thetford-Blakeney Rise  18.850
Northamptonshire
Daventry-Meadow Rise  18.500
Northampton-Thatchlield  15.570

Northumberiand
Bedlington-Bower Grange 16,500
Darras Hall-Queensway 67,500

Darras Hall- Richmond Way 78.000
Darras Hall - Westsyde 68.000
Newcastle—West Denton Pk 14 000
13.950

Wallsend - Redesdale Pk
Nottinghamshire
Bingharn - Wolds W
Clarborough-Pine Crt
Mansheld- Woodhall Pk
Newark - Lakeside Pk
North Leverton - Manor Fm
Nottingham - Bagnall Rd
Nottingham—Colgrave
Ramworth - Sherwood Pk
Retford—River Vv &
Walesby-TheHawthoms  17.950
Oxfordshire
Abingdon - Larkhill
Wanlage - St. Michaels

Scotland-Central
Alioa - Dumyat Rise
Anstruther—Farm Rd

Ashgil
n;?ﬁawy Pk
Belishil- Strathview 17.865
Blantyre— The Paddock 16.595
Bonnybrdge- The Glebe  17.865
Bothwell-Castie Pk 48.300
Burntisiand - Hillview 18,200
Carluke - Parkfield 18,265
Dalgety Bay—Elgn Pk 16,450
Daigety Bay-

The Oid Coaches 61,100

950
Edinburgh—Holyrood Vw 21,850
Edinburgh-Newcraighall—

Castie P 20,950
Gi 18,500
Glasgow-Clevedon Pk 21,850

lasgow— 20,250
Glasgow-HsMhum Way 25950
Glasgow-Hoimvale 18,950
Glasgow Kirkburm Pk 18,950

~-Summerston 18,150
Glasgcm-vmnaCﬂ§ 19.880
Glenmavis-Beechwood 17,865
Glenrothes—-Balgeddie Pk 16,675
Glenrothes—Whinnyknowe 35.275
Hamitton-Nethen Gate 27.000
Invine-Middieton Pk 16.640

Kennoway—Forth Vw *

Kilmarnock - Riverview 14,900
Kirkaidy—Raith Pk 20,625
Kirkliston-Waverley Pk *
Linlthgow - Rivaidsgreen
OrchardCnt 37,700
Musselburgh—Pinkie Mains
Newarthil- The Meadows 16,585
Perth—Castie Vw *
Polmont - Allanbank 16,595

Port Glasgow~Glenhuntly Pk %
Renfrew - Dean Pk 18475

Stirling—Broomridge 16,585
Whitbum—Blaeberryhil 21,650
Winchburgh-

Glandevon Vw *
Wishaw *

Scotland-North East
Aberdeen

Kettocks Mill § 26.765
Aberdeen-

St Annes Cri§ 28.280
Alness—Inverside 14,940
Auldeam-Firthview *
Aviemore- Dalfaber 16,095
Banchory - The Meadow #
Brechin- Trinity Pk 14,920
Cove Bay-Loirston 18.525
Cromarfé The Paye 0
Cruden Bay-Braehead 20,860
Dingwall-Academy Pk 19.600
Elion—Auchterelion

Stewar's 27,000
Elion~Castie Pk 18210
Elion-Hillview 15435
Elgin—Ashheid 16,275
Fraserburgh-Craigview 20,860
Hafion-The Howe ok
Invarness- Culloden-

Meadow Pk 14,690
Inverness - Hightieid 14,920
Invemess-Lodge Pk 47975
Inverness—Torvean Vw 19,750
Inverness—Whinpark 19.750
Inverune-Blacknall 18.305
Keith - Deveronview Ed
Lhanbryde-Gordon Pk 1415
Mintiaw-Netheraden 14,920

Montrose-Newhaven LJ
Masstodioch-Mossmill Pk 20 95
Naim-Achareidh
Peterhead-Caoplandhill
Portlethen—The Hillock
Potterton—Denview
Strathpetier - Strathview
Tain- Stageroft
Turrift -Meadowbank
Shetland Islands

Lenwick - Veensgarth 42 754
Shropshire

Telford-Wrekin Vw 12.750
Staffordshire

Biythe Bridge - Stoke on Trent

Ashdown Pk 19.275

Cannock-Chase Heghts 14,500

Cheadie - Bedtrook Fm 14.375

Lichhield-Roman Pk 16,450

Lichhield-The Spires 49 gr,o

Pendeford—Gleneagie 15
Perton - Greenhelds 15 ;50
Tarmworth-The Alders 26,550
Trentham— Kimberley Green 19.225

Sufiolk
Bury St. Edmunds
Raedwald Hill 15.650
Felixstowe—Tnmiey
St Martin 16,475

Grundisburgh-Osiérs Green 47.600

Needham Market

Ipswich Rd 19.750
Southwold - Reydon 25.050
Surrey
Tolworth- St Georges 42,500
Sussex
Crawiey-BuchansLawn 25950

E Gnnstead-Esicots Oaks 25350

Teesside
Bilingham- The Greenway 17,495
Dariington—The Links 14,495
Eaglescitie-Coatham Vale 25 000
Stockion-Eim Tree Pk 186

more if you both work. Please tick your price range:

Up to £15,000 0 £15,000-£25,000 0 £25,000-£35,00000 Over £35,000 O

I would like details of developments in or near these towns:

Bedworth- Qaklands 28,750

Keniworth-The Ridings ~ 57.450
West Midlands

Birmingham-Norhtield—

The Hawthorns 17.300
Solinull- Jambean Grange 98,500
Sutton Coidfield -

Penns Grange 48350
Sutton Coldfield—

Sutton Chase 19,600
Tipton—The Vikings 16.095

Wiltshirs
Bradiord-on-Avon-

Southway Pk 43 695

Swindon-Lydiard Vw 21550

Swindon-Westlea Pk 17.100
Worcestershire
Bewdley - Riverside Walk ~ 43.000
Bromsgrove-ThePriory  17.250
Drostwich-Newlands 17.450
Redditch—Herons Way 23.195
Yorkshire-North
Harrogate—Grantiey Pk 29.950
Hemingbrough -
Derwent Vale 17.295
Knaresborough-Easthelds 25.500
Northallerton -
Valley Road Pk 17995
Pickering—Middigton Lane 23,495
Richmond-—-
Brompton on Swale 17.250
Scarborough
The Orchard 31,950
Selby-OrchardLodge 16,950
Stamiord Bridge -
Burtonfields 17,950
Thirsk—Oaklands Lodge 17950
Thomion-le-Dale
Raxby Hil 17.950
Thorpe Willoughby -
Willoughby Pk "
Whitby - Eskdale Pk 15,495
York-Haxby -Eastlield Fm 17.495
York —Haxby
Holly Tree Meadows 28.495
York.
Skeiton Grange Pk 22995
York-Wigginton -
Barley Vw 17.795
Yorkshire-South
Barnsley - Staincross—
Lane Head 17.500
Campsali-Church Fields B
Rotherham -
Norihfield Meadows 12,650 3
Sheffield- : ¥ ‘44 Frog & ‘.
Mosborough-HallFm 11,950 3 4 b J i iy A . :
Yorkshire-West k
Badsworth-BadsworthCrt 57 950
Bradiord-Wibsey—
Beldon Hill 28.500
Bradford-

Bolton Lane-Springwood 21,000
Bradford—-

Buttershaw-Park Lane  24.500
Bradford - Idle - Mooriands 11,950
Bradford - Poplars Fm 11,950
Bradiord - Odsal-Coll Gdns 11.950
Bradford-WestgateHill 20,950
Castleford- Edendale Rise 19.750

Dewsbury - Earisheaton 11.450
Drighlington—Moorfields #
Halifax-Copley -

Caider Wood 19.500
Huddersleld -

12.250
35.950

Bradiey Grange
Huddersfield-Birkby Pk
Huddersheld
Grimescar Valley
Keighley-Long Lee
Kph?hley—Srlsdeﬂ
loorside Viw
Leeds - Adel-AdelMews 42,950
Leeds- Adel-Woodside
Leeds-Belle Isle—Parkside 13,750
Leeds—Belle Vue Rd-

13,450
18.950

Kendal Bank 14500
Leeds-Cotingley -

Beechcroft 18.450
Leeas—Farsley - Oid Hall Pk 23,950

Leeds- Lower Wortley
Blue Hill Crt 14,150

Leeds-Morley—

Hopewell Fm 14.150
Leeds—Stoney Rock-

Churchgate 18.950
Pontefraci—Ackworth

Broadacres 18.650
Pantefract - Upton -

The Meadow 18,750
Waketieid - Staniey -

The Lanes 13.450

Wakeheld - Sicoates Pk 13.750

§ Flat only
:Future Developments

Prices correct at 1/4/81

Post to: Forces Advisory Department, Barratt Development Limited,
Wingrove House, Ponteland Road, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE5 3DP.

| Name

Telephone

SMé

-

*Net of basic rate tax. Interest rate calculated at 13%,

"Thad £25 aweek

ua

I'd buy

Barratt house)

As little as £25 a week.

That guarantees you a mortgage of
£13,300% a full 95% mortgage, given the usual
status requirements.

Mortgages are guaranteed on all Barratt

houses, bungalows and flats from £12,000
to £130,000 and Britains largest private
housebuilder offers you more than a better
value house.
Ask about the unique ways we have
developed to help everyone from first
s time buyers onwards.
; The £250 and Move In’ Scheme -
save for your deposit whilst living rent free
in your house.

The Deferred Payment
and Interest Free Loan :
Schemes—up to 10% of
the houses purchase price ,
repaid in full after 5 years or
with interest free instalments
over a maximum of 5 years.

The Deposit Saving
Scheme-we make a generous contribution
ourselves.

And the House Exchange Plan makes
selling and buying as easy as trading-in your car.

£100 down reserves your house at today’s
fixed price.

Remember, the value is accelerating all the
time-buy now and you've bought the best
investment of your lifetime.

As little as £25 a week-that’s all it

takes to become a Barratt houseowner.

Buildi
tomake

Over 400 developments throughout Britain
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 ROVAL ARMAMENT RESEARCH
* AND DEVELOPNENT
* ESTABLISHMENT

’Colonel Desmmd ngﬂeld with early

THE FORT THAT HAS BECOME
A FOUNT — OF NEW WEAPONS

BUILT AT THE END of the 19th century
as one of a row of forts across Surrey and
Kent to protect London from invasion, Fort
Halstead later became the centre at which
Britain’s first atomic bomb was developed.
Today the hilltop near Sevenoaks is the
centre for the development of Britain’s new
non-nuclear weapons for the Army — the
Royal Armament Research and Develop-
ment Establishment.

Now, as then, the work is mostly clas-
sified — which is hardly surprising consider-
ing that much of it is concerned with arma-
ments likely to come into service in the
nineties and beyond.

About 50 Service officers are based at
Fort Halstead — the majority from the
Army although all three services are rep-
resented. The senior military officer is a
brigadier who acts as adviser to the Director
together with a senior Naval and a senior
RAF officer. Deputy Directors are advised
by colonels, departmental heads by
lieutenant-colonels and the majority. of
branches have a resident major.

Ninety per cent of the Army appoint-
ments are for weapons staff officers trained
at Shrivenham — only a handful require a
particular badge,'such as those concerned
with artillery weapons systems.

RARDE traces its direct history back to
the 14th century when an organisation
known as the Office of Ordnance was set up
at the Tower of London. For three centuries
its forerunners were connected with Wool-
wich.

Left: Applying finishing touches to model of
future Multi-Launch Rocket System (MLRS).



Fort Halstead itself having been built to
counter the threat of a cross-Channel inva-
sion by the French, was used throughout the
First World War for the storage of ammuni-
tion. It was sold in 1922 but reverted to the
War Office in 1937.

Since that time it has fulfilled a similar
role to its present one. Among RARDE’s
many achievements since it came into exis-
tence in 1955 have been the 105mm gun for
the Abbot self-propelled weapon system, the
120mm gun for the Chieftain tank and the
new 51lmm mortar and its bomb.

One of the most important areas of
research on the ammunition side of RARDE
is into armour piercing anti-tank rounds.
Today the emphasis is on delivering a con-
centrated punch into a small area of the tank
and a lot of research is being carried out into
fin stabilised armour piercing discarding
sabot projectiles.

The stabilised round is not yet in service,
but it is well down the development line and
likely to be in use by Chieftains within the
next year or two. But, as with most RARDE
projects, its further development will be a
continuous process over the next ten years
or s0.

Pencils and drawing boards may soon be
back numbers for the draughtsmen at Fort
Halstead. They now have computer aided
design facilities and are assessing their
suitability for work at the establishment.

Senior draughtsmen, after only two weeks
training, are putting the computer through
its paces with actual tasks. The big advan-
tage of the new system is that if a drawing
has to be altered it does not need to be
completely redrawn.

One of RARDE’s star productions of
recent times has been LAW, the replace-
ment for the Carl-Gustav and M72 anti-tank
weapons, which is now under full develop-
ment.

This light anti-armour weapon is shoulder
fired and the launcher is thrown away after
use. Says Col Denis Ewart-Evans: “Our job
was to design something to defeat the front
armour of a modern tank which could still
be easily hand carried by an individual. It
will destroy any known battle tank in the
1980’s and I’m told it’s quite comfortable to
fire.”

There is a considerable amount of
research into optics. This was started in the
mid-sixties with the setting up of a small
advisory group which, in the words of Major

. Above: Results of test firing sub-calibre projec-
tiles into armour plate.

Brian Earl, a Canadian exchange officer
working at Ford Halstead, “‘has since grown
into an extremely useful and valuable
research organisation.”

The work in this department covers lasers
as well as different aspects of optics. At
present they are investigating infra-red
optics to see how useful they can be in
service use. The department has a glass
workshop to turn theory into practice by
actually creating the lenses.

The sight unit infantry trilux too was
developed by RARDE in the late sixties.
Major Earl says it has been found that
soldiers have also been using it as a surveil-
lance device and keeping it on their weapons
all the time. Now a successor has been
developed for the new generation of smgll
arms which will increase magnification and
enlarge the field of view.

The new binoculars which came into ser-
vice last year were also developed at Fort
Halstead. A lot of research went into the
development of the new lightweight pair
with fixed focus, useable by 99 per cent of
soldiers. They are described as ‘classical
binoculars lined up to infinity and with
canted bodies so the eyes can assume a
natural restful position.’

In the warhead field RARDE is con-
cerned with research, design and develop-
ment of conventional, non-nuclear warheads
for guided weapons, torpedoes, air dropped
munitions (excluding bombs), free flight
rockets and underwater mines. Its scientists
and engineers are also concerned with
assessing foreign munitions.

Air targets, land targets, ships and
underwater targets — all may need different
warhead requirements to defeat them. The
job of RARDE is to work on the best for

Above: Wooden mock-up of 155mm SP 70 turret
used to check crew and equipment space.
each. Says Commander John Goscomb:
“You don’t use a fly swatter to kill an
elephant’.

There is also a great emphasis on safety.

Warheads must detonate when required but -

not explode accidentally. Therefore they
must be designed to resist attack by bullet or
fragments or-in a fuel fire. Commander
Goscomb has a photograph of a warhead
with five bullet holes — it did not go off.
The computer is playing an increasing
role in this field too, yielding a number of
benefits. “Oddball’ ideas on warheads can be
submitted to the computer to see if they will
work. In the past they might never have got
off the ground because of development cost
and a good idea might have been lost.
Welcoming computerisation, Commander
Goscomb says: “It is very much the trend of
the future. You will get very much more
sophistication and you will also save time.
For example we might get a design out in
three years instead of eight. If it takes too
long the enemy will have improved its
armour in the meantime.” .
The people at Fort Halstead admit '
are a long way from the soldier and his da
to day life in the field. Says Colonel

Desmond Longfield: “We deal with opera-

tional requirements from people who deal
with soldiers so our link with the front line
soldier is a tenuous one.

“But when it comes to larger and more
complex systems we are dealing quite some
time into the future. The regimental soldier
sees only today and its problems. What he
wants now is not always strictly relevant to
what may be required in ten to 15 years
time. We are here to look ahead”. | |
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COMBAT SOLDIER
CREATED IN COLD
CAST BRONZE FOR
PHOENIX WORLD
REPRODUCTIONS

Ref No MR102

THE SCULPTOR
Anthony Miller was born in 1947,
art using his talents as a portrait artist as well as a sculptor.

A WORK OF ART

After months of work, the artist’s original

married with two young children he studied

sculpture is handed over to our

master pattern maker to be prepared for production ensuring every subtle detail is
retained when making the moulds. It is the infinite care and skill used at this stage
that ensures every figure is an exact replica of the original. Each Figurine is then
hand cast in the finest cold cast bronze, carefully checked for flaws, then passed to

the polisher to be burnished and patinated with masterly skill. The final stage

of

production is to seal the figurine to prevent any tarnishing and cover the underside
with a green baize. After final checking when we are satisfied that the figurine is
perfect its edition number is stamped under the base. The resulting sculpture, a
marriage of the sculptors talent and the craftsmens skills stands 94 inches and

weighs approximately 34 pounds.

COLD CAST BRONZE

The traditional method of fusing the constituents of metal has been heat. Modern
casting methods have evolved using chemical and catalyst to provide the bonding of
metals and eliminate the furnace, This technique is cold casting, it is an excellent
medium in which to present the skill of the sculptor and should be accorded all the

care normally given to works of art.

-—-—_——-—————-—-————_—

TO: PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS S0/81
389, Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DAI2 5TA

Telephone: Gravesend 65511 or Slough 44639

cold cast figurines at £35.00 incl VAT P&P

|

| -]
I SIGNATURE

|

L

Please send me of Ref No
UK/BFPO: add 10% overseas orders
I enclose cheque/postal order for £

or debit my Barclaycard/Access No

NAME

ADDRESS

BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE

—-——‘——_——_-—_—_——

]
I
|

|
|
|
I
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NOW EVEN BETTER VALUE ON ALL FORDS

Outstanding value
from a car company

you can trust.

And you get all the benefits of
the great Natocars service.

Britain's No.1 seller the Ford Cortina from £2698 plus
free German equipment worth £124.686 (if required).

This is how the new low prices
are worked out: .

Example:

Alpine SX 1.6

Normal UK Tax Paid Price
First you save on UK Tax and duty £1520v
Secondly you save with extra special discount 1721V

£3041» £3041V

You pay only a fantastic =asss=s== £3649

These new low prices are the result of negotiations with manufacturers
to secure the finest deal for Servicemen available anywhere in Europe.
With lots of firms offering ‘cut price’ deals, remember thatat Natocars we
don't try to sell you a car; we devote our energies to organising the car
you really want to buy. t way, you end up with the car you want
and we end up with a satisfied customer.

At Natocars one person handles the supply of your car so you will
never be pushed from department to department. Our genuine part-
exchange scheme is one of the best available and our delivery team
works around the clock so that with Natocars youcan be sure you getthe
car you really want, on time and at the right price.

Send for our Free 40-page guide to Tax Free cars. It's the bestavailable
anywhere and it's packed with all the latest information and full details of
our new low prices. Post the coupon today and see if youdon't agree -
Natocars are hard to beat. .

[ b= ] NeERGS q

e s e RS EOESAGN SEUSGWRN VRGNS BESSE
Please send me Natocars' free Information Pack

Prices correct at time of going o press.

NA
it

e o]
Wylds Estate ‘- Bristol Road - Bridgwater - Somerset - Telephone: Bridgwater

(0278)55555 - Telex 46285 To telephone trom Germany dial 0044-278-55555

I Name Rank
I Address

SBwWA1
| Car for use in (Country) 3

Tick boxes for details

Ford 0 TalbotT) Vauxhall Ol Austin/Morris [0 Princess O
Jaguar [J Rover [ Triumph O Motor Caravans [
l Used Car List[] Have youacar to trade-in? Yes [ No [
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Infantry Junior
Leader Battalion

HIGH ABOVE THE CHALK CLIFFS at
Folkestone 178 years ago Sir John Moore
assembled his troops who later set off and
did battle with Napoleon in the Peninsula
War. Today the British front line of defence
is in the northern plains of Germany but that
same site at Shorncliffe is prominent in
training the Army of the future.

It is now the home of the Infantry Junior
Leaders Battalion, youngsters straight from
school who are reckoned to have a better
than average chance of being the senior
NCOs of our infantry regiments in a few
years time.

Statistics certainly bear this out. Surveys
showed recently that while at private level
the junior leader was very much in the
minority, by staff sergeant and Warrant
Officer 2 he greatly outnumbered the rest.
“There is at least twice the prospect for
promotion and the junior leader does get
ahead very quickly” reports the Battalion
Second-in-Command, Major Bill McGinty,
Royal Scots.

continued on page 18




Although there are still a number of Vic-
torian barrack buildings on the site, plus a
garrison church completed just before the
last war and said to be the largest in Britain,
the junior leaders are housed in a complex
built originally for the Royal Army Ord-
nance Corps in the 1960s.

The RAOC never took up the offer and
the Junior Infantryman’s Battalion moved to
the cliff top eyrie in 1968. It took its present

Choice
of the

Armies
of the
World

3 models for Service use:-

TYPE 4

“MILITAIRE”
This practical com-
pass is calibrated in
both 6400 mils and
360°, and still leaves
clear vision through the
anti-static liquid-filled
capsule for protractor use
on the map. Three romer
scales for pin-pointing
6-figure map references.

TYPE 60

“COMMANDER"

Cassette protected glass-optics give }° accu-
racy. Built-in concealed illumination gives night
vision for 15 years. Forward and reciprocal
bearings — the ‘prismatic’ of the '80’s.

/_/f’*?\ BLACKBOARD
. COMPASS

Unique Silva teaching aid
\ " , calibrated in 6400 mils and
\ \ 360°. The movable housing
5 and weighted needle
\ allows the instructor to
\ demonstrate compass
protractor techniques at
\ a blackboard. Size:

A * 500mm x 250mm.

\

SILVA COMPASSES (LONDON) LTD

10 THE CAUSEWAY, TEDDINGTON, MIDDLESEX,
TW11 0HE Telephone: 01-943 0135

title in 1974 when the school leaving age was
raised to 16 and the number of junior
entrants plummeted. This saw the closure of
the Junior Leader’s Regiment at Oswestry
and its merger with the Shorncliffe
battalion.

Now, of course, things have turned full
circle and there is an additional junior sol-
diers’ battalion based at Taunton. Shorn-
cliffe includes a few junior soldiers but only
as a fill-up to the maximum number of 760
juniors under training.

Because it was once a busy garrison
Shorncliffe gives plenty of space for training
and there are excellent facilities including
two gymnasiums, modern classrooms and
laboratories, an assault course, various
ranges, a junior ranks club with a Channel
view, a tennis court, squash courts, an athle-
tics track and no less than 13 sports pitches.

There are three intakes every year. The
largest, naturally, is in September with a
smaller one in June while a few arrive in
January. Half of the latter are likely to be
Scottish because boys can leave school in
Scotland at Christmas. Scottish boys can

also come in younger — at 15 years 9
months as against 16 for their English coun-
terparts.

The aim of the course at Shorncliffe is not
to turn out a trained section commander but
to promote leadership qualities which will
give the youngster a good start in his Army
career.

On the drill square he learns not only how
to be drilled but how to drill a squad as well.
One lad each term will reach the coveted
position of junior regimental sergeant-major
— although he always has to remember that
when he leaves for his adult service he will
be back to square one as an ordinary private.

The Regimental Sergeant-Major, Warrant
Officer 1 Fred Hardie, said as he watched a
squad go by under a youthful drill instruc-
tor: “It’s very rewarding to see those junior
leaders strung out like that and they have
only been here for half of their time. A

junior leader can come here and inside a year
he will be commanding a parade of 600
boys. Granted he will be the best one but the
others will all have learned the rudiments of
commanding a squadron on the square.”

Half the curriculum of the Infantry Junior
Leaders’ Battalion is devoted to military
employment training, a quarter to physical
training and sports plus adventure training
and the remainder to education.

There are five training companies and
under the family system introduced recently
the boys see the same platoon commander
and sergeants during their stay at Shorn-
cliffe. Each of the companies specialises in
training for particular divisions — for
instance Arnhem covers the King's Division
and the Parachute Regiment, Corunna the
Scottish and Light Divisions.

Since he became Commanding Officer
Lieutenant-Colonel Jon Fleming has also
beert instrumental in changing the training
establishment and is reintroducing corporals
after an absence of a quarter of a century.

Over the next 18 months the system of
having one subaltern and two sergeants for
every 40 junior leaders will be phased out to
be replaced by a platoon commander, a
platoon sergeant and three corporals to
every 50.

Colonel Fleming explains the reason for
the change thus: “Unless the boy has seen a

The Driver Training Wing of the IJLB
does not actually take junior leaders
at all. Operating at Shorncliffe with
ten civilian instructors, its original
brief was to train ex-junior soldiers
who were going into man service in
the infantry.

Now the course has been revised
and this year it will expect to produce
138 ordinary licence holders on
Land-Rovers and 176 HGV licences
on four ton trucks. All of the latter are
older soldiers with at least a year on
a full driving licence. The Wing is in
fact the only driver training estab-
lishment for the infantry.
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Abov the assault course al.)ove the cliffs.
corporal before he leaves here he is likely to
ask a question of a sergeant in his regular
battalion which ought to be asked of a
corporal. He will get into trouble for asking
the right question of the wrong person.
“The second reason is that the age differ-
ence between the corporal and the junior
leader is less and that does matter. It seemed
to me to be strange that in every other
infantry battalion in the land a platoon
consists of an officer, a sergeant and three
corporals until you come to Folkestone
where you get one officer and two sergeants,
which is unreal.”
Colonel Fleming also feels that corporals

Above: Capt Jennifer Harper helps one of class.
Right: Introduction to the 84 mm Carl Gustav.

are of a much higher standard than they
were 25 years ago. In any event all of the
staff at Folkestone are hand picked, re-
interviewed when they arrive and have to be
trained in instruction before they take
charge of junior leaders.

The first corporal has already arrived. He
is Corporal Stevie Grieve, (22), of the King’s
Own Scottish Borderers, a junior at Shorn-
cliffe himself until August 1976. Since that
time he has been to Kenya, Belize, Northern
Ireland, Rhodesia and Germany.

He told SOLDIER: “I’m quite pleased to
come back .as permanent staff. It's not
changed much since I was here and if they
find anything hard I’m able to tell them that

Above: Junior, Mark Hughes gets switched on.

I've done it all before.”

During their first seven weeks the boys
wear the IJLB badge but after they pass off
the square they wear the badge and head-
dress of the regiment they will be joining.

During their first term they have an
introductory weekend camp out in the field
but it is not until the second and third term
that the advanced training in external lead-
ership really gets under way.

At the beginning of their second term the
boys go out and do something non-military
such as a company camp tree planting. This
is to counter any homesickness problems —
always a crucial factor at the start of their
second term.

“It’s always difficult for them when they
have been back home and have to return to
soldiering so we try to hit them with some-
thing interesting,” says Major McGinty.

continued on page 21
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During that second term the youngsters
go on a 36 hour trek and learn more tactics.
In their final term they will go off in groups
of four, unsupervised, in such inhospitable
areas as Brecon Beacons, Inverness or
Otterburn. And there is a three week battle
camp including live firing attacks, helicop-
ter drills and everything else one finds at an
infantry battle camp.

Homesickness, incidentally, is the major
reason for boys dropping out of the course.
Some go on medical or compassionate
grounds and a few will transfer to other
Army units.

But the figures are getting much better.
Last year 72 per cent of those joining finally
passed out in the Army — up from 60 per
cent a year or two earlier. Says Major
McGinty: “A lot of them are immature and
we do make them work from morning to
night when we have got them here. At 16 it
is difficult to look ahead even to the time
when they will pass out.”

One person who helps some of the lads to
get over their homesickness problems is the
WRVS representative, Mrs Bobby Stuart.

Above: Proving a junior’s life is jammy.

She listens to their troubles, does shopping
for them and runs a club each evening and
throughout the afternoon and evening on
Sundays.

Like all junior soldiers the Shorncliffe
boys have hearty appetites. Catering
Officer, Warrant Officer 2 Roger Walton,
finds the main difference from a regular unit
is that all of them are in for three meals a day
seven days a week.

“With the junior leader everything has
got to be bulk. His favourite food is meat
pies, pizza, fried fish in batter and a hell of a
lot of chips. We average half a pound of
chips per boy per meal. And if you put
steak, gammon, salmon and a meat pie on
the menu they will go for the meat pie every
time.”

Major Ray Beaglehole, RAEC, heads an
educational staff of 17 instructors, half
military and half civilian. A new scheme is
now in its first year of operation — leading
to the Junior Army Education Certificate.

The educational side covers such things as
communication skills (both oral and writ-
ten), leadership theory and practice, map
reading, first aid and methods of instruction
— how to instruct others. All of these are
tailored to Shorncliffe’s own requirements
and there are two additional subjects which
conform to a national pattern — military
calculations and orientation for military ser-
vice.

On two evenings a week the boys take
part in compulsory hobbies sessions. At
present they have a choice of 18 including
such things as horse riding, pistol shooting,
gymnastics, sub aqua and sailing.

Major Beaglehole says the boys range
from those with five ‘O’ levels down to those
with none at all. “What we try to do is not to
make this just like school, sitting in ranks all
the time. After all a lot of them have not
succeeded at school.”

The Corps of Drums is another hobby —
but the band does get a chance to play at
passing out parades. At the moment Drum
Major Barry Marshall has a bonus in the
form of a piper, Junior Leader Neil Clark of
the Scots Guards.

Neil learned to play the pipes when he
was four. His father played the pipes and his

grandfather was a piper in the Argylls. Says
Drum Major Marshall: “He’s a great asset
and I have him going round with a bass
drum so he learns how to march with the
drums.”

Life in barracks can be a bit of a shock to
boys who have always lived at home. They
live ten or twelve to a room. Each morning
they get up, make beds military style and
after breakfast spend 40 minutes cleaning
the barracks.

The Commanding Officer regards his job
as “‘the best in the Army”’. A veteran of the
Army Everest expedition of 1974 he plans to
take 16 junior leaders to the Himalayas this
August.

The boys, who will have to contribute
towards the cost, will be those who have
done particularly well at external leadership
this year. Also among the party will be four
officers and two sergeants.

The expedition is symbolic of Colonel
Fleming’s attitude towards his job and of the
spirit of enthusiasm which permeates the
Infantry Junior Leaders’ Battalion.

As he puts it: “My philosophy of running
any place is that people should find it enjoy-
able and if it ceases to be fum then it is
simply not worth doing. One is in this life
for 80 years, each of us is worth, in chemical
terms, three shillings and fourpence half-
penny and it is up to each and every one of
us to make life as enjoyable as possible.” W

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but
they differ in ten details. Look at
them carefully. If you cannot spot
the differences turn to page 53.
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390 years old this
month, the Room with...

THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY
YEARS AGO this month, King Charles I
decreed that not only would his Army’s
equipment be standardised but the specifi-
cations for all future accoutrements would
be kept in one place.

Under the pronouncement of his Com-
mission for Arms and Armour in 1631 a
Pattern Room for the Ordnance Stores was
set up in the Tower of London. And three
and a half centuries later it still flourishes.

Nowadays, the tri-service Pattern Room
and its officially appointed Keeper is located
in the Thames Valley within the Quality
Assurance Directorate (Stores and Clothing)
at Didcot, Oxfordshire.

Within its walls are housed a quarter of a
million patterns, including a staggering
33,000 master patterns or main headings
ranging in size from a sewing needle to a
massive marquee,

The QAD has, in addition to its custody
of the Pattern Room, another responsi-
bility. It is to ensure that all items of clo-
thing and general stores procured for the
three Services are made to the specifications
and standards required by the appropriate
contract. And it also inspects items in the
same field acquired by and for other gov-
ernment departments.

Story: Graham Smith
Pictures: Les Wiggs
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Above: Everything is signed, sealed and ready.
astnkhahi] A s s M e R A
! Extract from a Commission by |
! Charles | on the subject of Arms and §
§ Armour, June 1631. Orders in regard
I to patterns entered in the Patent
i Rolls (Chancery).
! “And because we are credibly
| given to understand that the often
: ! and continually altering and chang-
ling of the fashion of armes and
{ armours, some countrys and parts of
the Kingdom having armours of one |
| fashion, and some of another, do put §
§ many of our subjects to a great and
! unnecessary charge, and more than
need requireth; — for the avoiding
whereof, our will and pleasure is,
|and we do hereby appoint and
| command, that hereafter there shall |
{be but one uniform fashion of |
armours of the said common and*
| trayned bands throughout our said |
! Kingdome of England and domynion |
! of Wales, when as any of the said |
\armours shall be supplied and new |
made, and that that form and fashion |
of armour shall be agreeable to the }
| last and modern fashion lately set}
! downe and appointed to be used by }
| the lords and others of our Councet
! of Warre (the patterns whereof are |
! now and shall remayn in the office of
{ our ordinance from tyme to tyme}
which is our pleasure likewise con-
cerning gunnes, pikes, and the ban-
| daliers whereof patterns are and |
| shall remayn from tyme to tyme in§
our said office.”

T A

AT SRR

- e #

patiern for everythin

The phrase ‘signed and sealed’ takes on
particular significance at Didcot. When the
QAD (SC) Director, Mr Cyril Armstrong,
approves a pattern, he signs it personally
and a colleague endorses his sanction with a
tablet of red sealing wax.

Over the last year, patterns have been
approved at an average rate of two a week.

Records of 8000 current specifications
are being committed to micro-film and
micro-computer. It is all a far cry from the
battalion of pattern books with their labori-
ous copper-plate script recording entries
such as those of 1882, for pots chamber, India
rubber, for lunatics ...or cups, drinking,
gutta percha for military prisons.

You name it, QAD have got it, all care-
fully catalogued down in the Didcot Pattern
Room . . . musical instruments, wooden pal-
lets, stretchers, helmets, jerry cans, cook-
sets, pace sticks, horse shoes, kilts and
shabracques to list just a tiny handful.

Master patterns never leave the establ-
ishment and each one has seven standard
patterns to complement it. L

The most valaable holdings perhaps are
Regimental Colours worth an estimated
£4000 each; the most numerous, box after
box of badges and buttons; the tiniest, sew-
mg needles from the smallest ‘housewives’
in the world.

During the past four years, Mr Tom
Farrell has been the official Pattern Room
Keeper — PRK. He once served with the
North Staffs Regiment. {

He said: ““When patterns are adjudged to
be obsolete they are passed on to the
National Army Museum. To save money
and space in these economically stringent
times some uniform tunics are made up of



Close up of the red seal of approval
which shows Director is happy-

An old liegime.ntal Colour of the ‘Lincblns.

.l

Mr Tom Farrell,
pattern Room
Keeper and
Cameronian:.\'
pattern
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A COMPLEX SIMULATOR IN SENNELAGER IS HEL
SHARPEN MILITARY SKILLS

. ]

BATTLES
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1
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Above: Red Commander moves his forces
across map watched intently from consoles. Below: Major Adrian Brett consulting the
‘umpire’ for the exercises — the computer.

IN A BUILDING in Sennelager in West

Germany which used to be divided between
an amateur theatre and a kindergarten, the
dramatics being played out today are defi-
nitely not kids stuff. For that building is the
home of Rhine Army’s Battle Group Trainer
— a complex simulator which provides the
next best thing to a real battle group exercise
at minimal cost.

The Trainer is a follow on from one
installed at the Royal Armoured Corps
Centre at Bovington two years back. Word
has it that when Rhine Army brass saw the
Dorset set-up they said “We must have one
of those!”

BGT (BAOR) has a small permanent staff
of four majors, a warrant officer, two staff

sergeants and a couple of civilians. It is.

headed as Chief Controller by Lieutenant
Colonel Peter Fishbourne.

But for most weeks of the year the centre
is alive with people and noise. The aim is to
provide battle group commanders with a
means of training their staffs in drills, pro-
cedures and tactics. And a whole sheaf of
post exercise thank-you letters bears witness
that it does just that.

The Trainer opened last April and 14
battle groups went through in 1980. This
year the schedule is for 23 with the possibil-
ity of two or three more. Each battle group,
based on either armoured regiments or
infantry battalions, involves about 25 offic-
ers and a similar number of senior and

Story: John Walton

25



junior ranks. They include representatives
from the close recce squadron, field artil-
lery, engineers, Army air corps, air defence
and anti-tank roles. In short, everything
which goes to make up a modern battle
group.

Says Major Tony Gaite, the artillery
adviser: “The important thing is that a
battle group commander can come during
the training season to exercise his command
team or trial a new idea at a place where
mistakes are inexpensive and there is time
for correction: It should be noted that this
training does not constitute a test exercise”.

It is stressed that the Battle Group
Trainer is not a substitute for real training
but complementary to it. It offers the chance
to practice skills, communications and
drills.

The battle is played in a control room on a
£7000 map board which reproduces exactly

a piece of countryside in the Paderborn area.
But the battle group commander and his
headquarters are shut away in another area
to act on information passed to them over
the radio — just as they would have to in
real life. They also have a mock up Land
Rover to be used when the commander
simulates a ground recce, and a TV monitor
which can show video recordings of the view
from a helicopter or from a camera over the
‘play’ board zooming in to show the state of
the battle. And the commander can also see
slides taken of the actual ground from most
vantage points within the area being used.

Each of the four majors has a particular
role. The Royal Armoured Corps officer
plays the enemy commander, the Gunner
controls all indirect fire, general artillery

matters and NBC while the Sapper, Major
Adrian Brett, gives technical advice on the
engineer role but also, most importantly,
operates the computer which gives the
results of all engagements and acts as
‘umpire’ during the exercise. The Infantry
major, Major Mike Boocock, sits in the cell
representing brigade headquarters from
where he controls the higher formation
input to the exercise. He can also advise on
infantry tactics but he has a third role too —
administration, where he is assisted by Staff
Sergeant Ron Smith — making sure the
correct people attend the exercise and that
the battle groups on arrival have everything
they need.

The programme for each battle group
normally lasts five days. After receiving
brigade commanders’ orders the battle
group commander goes out with his battery
and engineer troop commanders to do an
actual site reconnaissance south of Pader-
born.

Meanwhile, back at the Battle Group
Trainer, the remainder of the battle group
representatives, the player controllers, are
being given a full briefing by the staff. This
is concluded in the control room, where
symbols representing equipments are set out
on the map board and the controllers are put
in the picture about how to ‘play the game’
and operate the communication system.

On Day Two following the battle group
commander’s orders the whole group will go
out into the actual training area and recon-
noitre. That evening they return to the
board and ‘deploy’ their equipments —
something which may take them until as late
as 11 o'clock.

The actual battle next day may go on from
eight o’clock until mid-afternoon. And there
is then the opportunity for another battle on
the Thursday and Friday.

At the end of each battle there is a com-
plete debrief. Trainer staff point out things
they have noticed and the enemy comman-
der, currently Major Oli Holder, explains
his original plan and comments on how the
battle group reacted to it.

Says Major Gaite: “We brief everybody
from the battle group who attends the exer-
cise so they get the feel of what is happen-
ing. Even the soldier on the ground moving
the symbols on the board is encouraged to
feel a member of the team. It’s probably the
first time that he has seen how the whole
thing is co-ordinated which is very good
experience for him.”

Covering force battle, fighting with-
drawal, defence, counter attack and advance
to contact — all scenarios are possible just as
they would be in a real battle or-field
training exercise.

Major Gaite says that this simulation has a
lot of advantages over command post exer-
cises. There is no need for someone to write
a complete detail of actions to be played at
certain times. On the board the battle is
played continuously and the resulting
information, which may require action, is
passed by radio to the battle group head-
quarters. There are realistic movement and
activity timings, realistic ammunition hold-
ings are recorded in the computer and a
more realistic enemy is projected.

This last point is often not possible in real
exercises because of shortage of equipment
and personnel — people who have ostens-
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Right: The CO of 2 RTR, Lt-Col David Williams,
discusses battle tactics with second-in-command.
ibly been killed or put out of action have to
appear again in another role. But in the
Trainer this is not necessary — if the com-
puter says you are ‘killed’ you stay ‘dead’!

Another valuable plus is that, apart from
the real life reconnaissance, there are no
restrictions or out of bounds areas. The
results of artillery, mortar, fighter ground
attack engagements and mines are also much
more realistic.

“Battle groups are subjected to long artil-
lery barrages of up to 15 minutes which can
often make them frustrated. In war it must
be realised that there are going to be prot-
racted and heavy indirect fire engagements.
But if you are well dug-in and have the
proper protection you can survive,” says
Major Gaite.

Major Holder and his adviser on Soviet
Army tactics, Warrant Officer 1 Peter Cole
of the Intelligence Corps, admit they play a
hard enemy.

“We study Warsaw Pact tactics and fol-
low them. If we play hard it is more realis-
tic”’, says Major Holder who usually has a
lot of red pieces left on the board at the end
of the day. But at the same time he has to
draw the fine line between being a hard
enemy and being so good that he will defeat
the aim of the Trainer.

The man who installed the Trainer’s
communication system was Staff Sergeant
Francis Gibbons of the Royal Signals. He
enjoys the job so much he has asked for a 12
month extension to his two-year tour so that
he can write a manual for his successor.

He takes up the story: “When I arrived in
July 1979, the place was empty. I was a
terminal technician and had never been in a
battle group. I had never repaired a radio in
my army career but what I had to do here
was to provide a communications system
without radio but representing it!”

The layout and system he produced gives
eight inter-com systems each representing a
radio net. Each of the consoles in the control
room, either side of and overlooking the
map board, have standard equipment so that
a combat team commander can move along
the line as his forces advance or withdraw.

“Having the inter-com systems side by
side and the length of line that needed to be
laid does give crosstalk. But I think this is
very realistic as you do get radio interference
out in the field.”

Staff Gibbons sits in the control room and
monitors the nets. This means that he can
play a very active part in the battle. He can
jam their nets, play music or insert false
messages. At his most sneaky he can insert a
tape recording of an earlier order from the
same or a previous battle group.

“They should watch out and ask for iden-
tification and authenticate things which are
out of the ordinary”, he says. “With one
group I played a recorded order by their CO
from a previous battle which was to with-
draw their recce vehicles 1000 metres, and
they did it — then I repeated it and they did
it again. In the end the recce vehicles were
behind their combat team who were most
concerned. But that is something an enemy
is capable of doing — they did it in the
Second World War and they’ll do it again!”’

Wit

There are loudspeakers in the battle
group headquarters and when the battle is
coming close Staff Gibbons plays a record-
ing of an artillery barrage, which should tell
them it may be time to move.

He also monitors the battle group net,
gleans information from it and passes it to
the enemy. Woe betide someone who gives
his position away over the net and is still
there when the artillery barrage or air strike
arrives!

Rhine Army’s Battle Group Trainer is
obviously popular and useful. Colonel Peter
Fishbourne describes it as ‘‘a very good way
at the beginning of the season of dusting off
a battle group’s procedures and giving the
command team a good mind clearing exer-
cise in modern tactics.” While Major Gaite
adds: “Everyone who has been here, with-
out exception, has gone away having learned
something.” 0

Below: The Beak and the Bench. Lt-Col Fish-
bourne (left) and officers manning computers.
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A LUCKY THREE MINUTES has helped guarantee the survival of social and

educational amenities in the earthquake-stunned Italian township of Solofra. A
chance phone-call by its mayor — made in the nick of time — to the British
Consul-General, Mr James Campbell, some 50 miles away in Naples, has
resulted in half a million pounds worth of single-storey buildings being installed
and handed over by 18 Ripon-based sappers.

A moment or two later and Signor Tonino Guarino, Solofra’s mayor with “an
instinctive faith in the British™ for a quick reaction in an emergency, would have
found his impassioned person-to-person plea for aid unanswered.

The Consul-General would have missed the call. He would have been out of
his office organising the distribution of British government disaster relief
supplies.

The three-minute deadline, as it turned out, was just 82 seconds longer than
it took the quake — il terremoto — to terrify and eventually kill 24 people in

Solofra and another 11 in the neighbouring village of Serino amid demolished

dwellings last November.

But fate was to show its kindly face
to Serino too when its mayor, Signor
Paulo De Vivo, happened te be in the
right place just at the right time —
Naples airport — as the Consul-
General was waiting to meet 20 tons of
in-coming tents, blankets and ground
sheets from Britain.

Like his counterpart in Solofra, he

also solicited help for his stricken
community, and his plea too was ans-
wered by the same Royal Engineers
from 32 Field Squadron, part of 38

Engineer Regiment.

Both Solofra (population 9500) and
Serino (population 7300), just five
miles apart, have strong ties with the
United Kingdom. Continued on page 35

Clockwise: Assembling roof in Solofra; the heart of devastated Solofra; Sapper Fabio
Paladino, whose parents are Italian, acts as interpreter for some villagers.

Story: Graham Smith

Pictures: Doug Pratt
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Solofra has more than 100 tanning indus-
tries, many of them dependent on the
import of untreated hides from Britain.
Serino, sprawled over 54 square-kilometres,
has some 300 of its locals living and working
in the UK.

Some 80 per cent of the buildings in
Solofra suffered quake damage and the
mayor of Serino personally authorised some
30,000 property damage certificates.

Both communities had their most horrify-
ing historical chapter indelibly recorded on
Sunday, November 23 at 19.34 hours when
the one-minute-38-second quake brought
down centuries-old homes and crumbled
church campaniles. Damage in the Italian
Campagnia region was estimated to cover an
area the size of Belgium.

The lamp post clock outside Solofra’s
municipio (town hall) stands defiantly within
sight of the rubble, its hands stopped at
19.34 hours.

As a grim postscript, another 18-second
tremor shook both towns on St Valentine's
Day.

Britain’s Foreign and Commonwealth

Office responded with plane-loads of much
needed supplies to the stricken zone. Cara-

Below: Debris and crushed cars in Solofra.
2 £ s .

Above: A classroom wall goes up at Solofra.

vans made their way across Europe, too.

Army staff at HQ Allied Forces’ Southern
Europe (AFSOUTH), in Naples, played
their part in ensuring that these and the 30
lorry-loads of building materials got
through. Miraculously, roads en route had
not been disrupted.

Then came an SOS from the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office to the Army — Send
Out the Sappers!

A three-man team flew out on a ‘recce’ of
the area. A month later they were swelled to
an 18-strong, two month commitment,
boosted by two Rhine Army sappers with
Italian parentage who acted as interpreters.

The Yorkshire-based sappers — their
five-member management team all come
from the county — spent the two months
supervising and putting up a series of pre-
fabricated buildings in both anglophile
communities which have just been handed
over with due ceremony.

Helping them in their efforts were four
civilians from the two main contractors sup-
plying the buildings from Halifax and Brid-
lington, 18 locally recruited Italians and, of
course, transport support from 50-pence-a-
day Italian Army conscripts driving jeeps
and lorries.

They defied the elements to build a
school, a community centre and two social

centres in Solofra and an old peoples’ home
for 48 residents, an agricultural college and
three social centres in Serino as part of the
£500,000 British government disaster relief
donation to the area.

Incoming components and building ma-
terials like windows, doors, panels and roof-
ing were stored in premises normally turn-
ing out glacé chestnuts.

Most of the sapper trades were rep-
resented — joiners, carpenters, bricklayers,
plant operators and electricians.

And so they worked on, the building sites
alive, in the initial stages, with the whistling
and singing of Joe Dolce’s hit, ‘Shaddapa
You Face!

But the Italians paid no heed. They still
brought coffee and the occasional bottle of
vino to the scenes of labour which attracted
the village elders and curious children.

Each squad had an SNCO, a corporal and
seven sappers hammering, lifting, lowering,
carrying and imparting their expertise to the
local hired hands as they worked at getting
exteriors and roofs into place first, just in
case of rain.

Building demolition worker, Antonio
Strino, 50, surveyed the efforts of the sap-
pers at work on a social centre across from
where he was clearing another site and said:
“Your soldiers are good at this. They are so
quick and professional from what I have
seen since they have been here.”

Stefanina Gambardella, 62, wearing tradi-
tional black who had lost a relative in the
quake, said: “I still live in fear of another
earthquake but I will not leave. It is funny,
but now the British soldiers are here I feel
more secure. But perhaps I am prejudiced. I
have a married daughter in England and I
like the English so much. You are so reliable.
Serino will not forget your help.” :

The chances of furthering their experi-
ence of site development and management
training in the restoration work fell to junior
NCOs, among them 21-year-old Lance Cor-
poral Bob ‘Lofty’ Pickford, working on a
20-classroom complex who said: “It’s cer-
tainly of great experience and training value
to me. It also gives job satisfaction because

continued on page 37

Below: Solofra Town Clock’s timely reminder.
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it’s going to be permanent and not going to
be taken down — like bridges and things on
exercises — making it all a worthwhile job.
The weather is on our side and everything is
going well.”

Sergeant John Coulson, 30, observed:
“It’s going to turn out a lot better training
with a small team and presents more of a
challenge to them, when dealing with local
labour, to achieve it in a set time limit.”

Works manager, John Noble, from the
50-strong, family-run Halifax firm supply-
ing some of the buildings, said: “The sap-
pers have picked up the principles of our
buildings’ erection straight away. I would
jump at the chance to work with them again
and I hope this will not be the last time.
They are a great bunch of lads who know
what they are doing in the construction
field.”

But if Dolce’s ‘Shaddapa You Face’ was
not enough, the sappers did their best to
introduce British gastronomic grace to the
Italian table. It was chips with everything —
even spaghetti!

Chips aside, everyone was happy to be of
service in Serino and Solofra.

Captain Tim Duggleby, 24, a troop com-
mander and project manager, said: “It’s all
been a very worthwhile job particularly for
the young tradesmen in not only helping the
people but improving on their own experi-
ence, giving both types of job satisfaction at
once. It’s all been very enjoyable and the
Italians have been very helpful.”

This was borne out by his OC, Major Jim
Snape, 33, who said: “I think this is very
realistic work with the sappers working hard
at it and enjoying it because they can see the
end product benefits other people.

“We have two strings to our bow and this
illustrates the other side of the Royal
Engineers’ capability, construction
engineering as opposed to combat engineer-
ing. These particular projects are exciting
and the sort of thing the sapper likes. If a
youngster joins the Royal Engineers he is
told he will travel the world and this is the
sort of thing he expects — and that is

Below: Floor panels for Serino’s social centre.
R r—

One person perhaps more than any-
one else in Solofra welcomed the
arrival of the sappers with their
English voices.

She was Bradford-born Mrs Linda
Giannattasio, mother of four boys,
who married her Italian hairdresser
husband, Michele, and came to Italy
eight years ago.

Today, Michele and Linda — née
Campbell — run a cafe in Solofra
town centre.

Even they were not to be spared
the full effects of the earthquake.
Two of their sons — the eldest is 12
— were found to be missing. One
was discovered huddling near a fruit
machine upstairs on that fateful
Sunday evening and the other,
crouching with two friends near the
market square.

Linda, 31, who used to work in a
Bradford nursing home, and her fam-
ily had to live in a car and trailer for
two days before moving into a cara-
van in which they still live.

“The lads make me feel so proud
to be British,” she beamed. “They
are always so smartly dressed and
take off their berets when they come
into the cafe. You can tell they are
organised in their work. It's lovely to
hear English voices again. You can’t
talk to Italians in the same way. With
the lads, you can have a real good
laugh.”

Organisation was certainly their
forte, for the lads with their unique
Army humour, treated the Giannat-
tasios to a night on the town with a
slap-up supper.

certainly why I joined.”

The final accolade came from the
Consul-General himself: “The word is ‘fan-
tastic’ because they are surprising them-
selves with the speed it is going. I'm very

Below: Tents shelter Solofra’s ho

glad they are here because it has made the
whole thing go. From the moment they
arrived one knew the project would be com-
pleted.”

Popski’s Pupil — see page 41. |
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EVERY BRITISH SOLDIER who has ever
served in Germany can say ‘Ein Bier, bitte.’
What has frequently troubled commanders
is that not many of them could say very
much more — in German. So over the years
big efforts have gone into encouraging sol-
diers and their wives to learn German. Con-
centrated courses, evening classes, visits to
i German institutions and, for soldiers, a
: financial award have all formed part of the
pattern.

Language training got a major boost in
1976 when, after a major review of the task
and the resources available, it was decided to
set up the Command Language Scheme.

Up until that time most language training
was carried out at the Higher Education
Centre (Germany) at Mulheim. But follow-
ing the 1976 review the scope was widened
so that courses up to colloquial level are now

_ run by Army Education Centres in the four

. armoured divisions which make up 1st (Brit-
- ish) Corps.

; At the same time, Education Comman-
ders in divisions are able to call on the
expertise of Divisional Language Advisers

~ and the resources of the Higher Education
I  Centre in the general effort to improve
standards.

German language training is carried out
by the Royal Army Educational Corps and is
based on a progression from one level to
~another. There are five levels and there is
some overlap, particularly at the bottom end

_of the scale.
@ The Introduction to German course is

- designed as a ﬁve-day full-time course for
- those with no previous language learning

- experience.

@ TheBasic German course is designed as a
~ full-time 10 day course for those who have
successfully completed the Introductory
- course or who have some previous language
- learning experience.

@ Colloguial German is studied either as a
full-time course or a ‘sandwich’ course last-
ing six or seven weeks, The pass standard is
basic oral competence and equates approxi-
mately to British GCE ‘O’ Level.
® Linguist German is examined by the Civil

~ Service Commission and requires know-
- ledge of the language in structure, grammar

. and general vocabulary up o GCE ‘A’
B Level
~ @ Interpreter German is also exammed by the
= Civil Service Commission and requires

¢ thorough mastery of the language.. The

* command of the German language expected

~ of a First Class interpreter is comparable
~ with that required for a first class university

honours degree.

- The Higher Education Centre continues
~ 1o be the hub of German language training
~ in BAOR. It runs three basic courses a year,

but its ‘bread-and-butter’ is the colloquial
_ course. It also runs special courses for Royal
Military Police and British Families Educa-
~ tion Service teachers.

* At linguist and interpreter levels classes

. can consist of just three or four students.
About 12 is censxdered ideal for the collo-
-~ quial course.

« At the more advanced levels, the HEC is
responsible for preparing candidates for

T

external examinations. At linguist level pre-
paration consists of two courses each of six

weeks and one of four weeks. For those

bidding for interpreter status there are six
and four week courses for appropriately
qualified students or a ‘long’ interpreter’s
course which lasts a year.

The number of courses held at HEC has
increased steadily over the past few years.
Major Charles Norris, head of language
training, quotes figures of 26 courses involv-
ing 262 students in 1979, rising to 34, with
probably nearly 300 students, planned for
this vear.

R R S L S A e I e S
* Do British soldiers speak German?
Yes, and they're getting better at it!
ST S A

Having to run six different courses at a
time to fit in with examination dates and so
on, plus the need to provide all their own
course material, constantly reviewed and
updated, means a busy time for the centre’s
small staff. But at least they have advanced
teaching aids like modern language
laboratories and video to assist them.

““There is no course in existence which we
can use ‘off the shelf’. We have to write and
record all our own material,” says Major
Norris,

The success story since 1976, is borne out
by statistics. Pre-1976 about 120 candidates
sat and passed the colloquial examination
each year. In 1980 there were 485 candidates
— with a pass rate of 98 per cent.

Improved incentives have also helped.
These include straight monetary awards (for
example £80 tax free for a pass at colloquial
level) and exemption, with a colloquial pass,
from part of the promotion exam from cor-
poral to sergeant. Some Army Staff College
students attend a colloquial German course
and examination instead of the Military Sci-
ence part of the Army Staff College Course.

Not all German language training takes
place on courses. The biggest and best
‘classroom’ of all is Germany itself and many
soldiers become fluent German speakers
without any formal training at all.

But most people lack the confidence to

-~ Aboke: Ateu&uopmum;hemm o
language

When it is known that a unit is to be pomd
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one of the Mulheim laboratories.

plunge in at the deep end and appreciate
help of things like the ‘First Aid Kit’. Is:
to every soldier, and wife, posted to Ge
many, it consists of a pocket-sized
and audio-cassette giving words and
useful in common situations, as we
information on German customs and l:
Forces radio and, more recently, teley
s:on, also play a useful teaching role.
series of 14 playlets called Ger by in |
many, written by the staff of the High
Education Centre, has been featured
British Forces Broadcaszmg Service radio
and is due for a repeat in the near future.
The series introduced a simple vocabulary
for personnel new to Germany and also
described some common German customs.
It led on to the broadcasting of a daily series
of words and short phrases (repeated several

British Forces Germany -

A recent experiment with a newly-arnved .
infantry battalion provided two weeks’ full-
time German language instruction for all
ranks and some of the wives of one of t
companies.

Many of those entermg Jnnmr soldxer__ :
units back in the UK are subsequently
posted to Germany. To help prepare for this
they are taught a certain amount about
Germany and some of the language, e
cially things like German traffic law.

German is taught at Welbeck, Sandh:i
and at the Nato Language Wing « of the Arm;
School of Languages at Beaconsfield. T
Institute of Army Education at Eltham
arrange for British Servicemen anywhm
the world to learn a foreign
including German, and the Forces Corres-
pondence Course Scheme includes
options of German language courses

German language training, at the
levels in parncular, cannot be divorced
‘orientation” — introducing the soldier (and
family) new to Germany to his envxmnmm




to BAOR, the Chief Education Officer to
the district from which the unit is moving
provides orientation training. This includes
current affairs instruction on the reasons for
the British Army’s presence in Germany,
information on relevant German customs
and law and specific information about the
place to which the unit is posted.

Liaison visits are made ahead of the move
by unit representatives to get first hand
experience of the locality. And, often, local
German dignitaries visit a unit before its
move to establish contact and pass on local
information.

And what of the future for German lan-
guage training? Major Norris believes that
the empbhasis is likely to increase still further
in the next few years, although he feels that
saturation point has probably been reached
as far as Mulheim’s capacity to ‘process’
students is concerned.

More and more soldiers are likely to be
trained at least up to colloquial standard and
the present percentage of Army German-
speakers — estimated at about 15-20 per
cent — is likely to increase.

“We will always have a ready supply of
new blood coming to Germany for the first
time and there is no doubt whatever about
the benefits,” says Major Norris.

“Less friction between the local popula-
tion and the British Army is an obvious one,
but a soldier who can travel around, go to a
hotel or pub and order a meal, a drink or a
room gets so much more out of life while he
is in Germany. Also, there is the basic
military need to communicate with our
German Allies in their own language.” @
Left: German TV is important learning medium.
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For the man spear-
heading Britain’s
earthquake relief
effort, southern
italy has some very
special memories

POPSKI'S
PUPIL

THE people of earthquake devastated
Serino and Solofra can thank the ready
response of a former captain in the legen-
dary Popski’s Private Army for their £}
million of British help. He was a man who
was active not far from their area during the
war as a daring patrol leader and went on to
be awarded an MC and Bar.

Today Mr James Davies Campbell is the
British Consul-General in Naples. But 37
years ago he was a young Army officer who
joined Lt-Col Vladimir Peniakoff —
‘Popski’ — from the Infantry Reinforce-
ment Training Depot.

Popski and the 22-year-old captain in the
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders met on a
day when the former had just returned tired,
hungry and tetchy from Caserta, near
Naples.

The colonel noted that the aspiring recruit
to his exclusive outfit looked “neat enough”
i his tunic and trews, “rather dainty shoes”
and that his hair had not seen scissors for
some six months.

I was not impressed,” Popski recalled in
his autobiography published five years after
the war. “Campbell was tongue-tied, said
the wrong things and I turned him down.”

Popski was persuaded to give the “big
awkward lad in tight clothes™ a try.

Campbell was sent off an hour later, with
a tried and tested companion, across coun-
try, walking about 60 miles and carrying a
40-1b pack and weapons as part of an exer-
cise. It had to be done in record time, he was
told, as it was a sort of race. A good timing
would ensure him a place in the special force
unit who had the objective of worrying the
Germans inside their own territory.

Young Campbell, in borrowed battledress
and boots, was partnered by a seasoned
soldier. With nothing to aid them but an
escape route printed on a handkerchief, a
compass which fitted snugly into the stem of
a pipe and escape rations, they made their
way back to base ahead of the rest, 32 hours
later, and a couple of hours in front of the
next pair.

_ At times they were taken for German

. parachutists which made the contadini nerv-

ous.

Campbell was accepted and stayed until
the end of the war. He led one of four
fighting patrols — ‘S’ patrol — rose in rank
to be the fourth of ‘The Big Three’ who ran
the PPA as a ‘family business’ and went on
to win two Military Crosses in cloak and
dagger operations in the Italian countryside.

Popski’s main supply source of men like
Campbell were the reinforcement depots
which had been transferred to Italy from the
Middle East and North Africa. These con-
tained many men who had fought in the
Eighth and First Armies.

Campbell, wrote Popski, developed “a
masterful manner with reluctant quarter-
masters’ and got his first training in fighting
not with the Germans but with the rear HQ
in Italy.

The memoir continues: “He mastered a
crippling inferiority complex impressed on
him in childhood and when later I put him
in charge of a patrol he developed into the
most daring of us all.”

This is borne out in later narrative about
the young captain’s command of ‘S’ patrol
when Campbell had shed his inhibitions to
develop a ““reckless personality’’ and, on one
occasion, wanted to capture a farm harbour-
ing some Germans. Campbell was in another
nearby farm and had used a partisan with
in-born Italian commercial enterprise to sell
them daily cans of milk, gleaning informa-
tion at the same time.

At first, Popski was not keen on the idea
but then relented. Campbell had only been
in action for a short time and had yet to
prove his mettle.

“I knew he could be foolish and he had an
irritating weakness — he kept losing his
guns, his mortar and even his own money.
There was more in Campbell than I sus-
pected. I let them go,” Popski penned.

Campbell succeeded and followed this up
with more successes of a similar nature.

Another incident involved the taking of a
tall medieval tower with ten-feet-thick walls,

Above: Mr James Davies Campbell today.

Campbell and his men spent two days on a
recce amid the sand dunes and a night in a
shed just 100 yards from their target.

A call of nature by a German soldier at
0830 gave them the chance they needed. He
had left the four-inch-thick oak door ajar.

Unseen by the lookout posted on top of
the tower, the marauders ‘floored the pid-
dler’, dashed up the winding staircase and
captured the whole garrison.

Yet another incident involved Campbell
charging a battery of 88mm guns while they
were firing on troops outside Padua. He
captured them intact with 300 prisoners who
were handed over to the partisans.

So what was life like with this special
force unit on its operations alongside the
partisans?

Popski recorded it thus. “We preserved
the decencies through the violence and
licence of war; raped no women, tortured no
one, looted in moderation and only from
those who could well afford to lose, drank
decorously (by soldierly standards) and
refrained from bullying, went wenching
with only the best, and when we could,
looked after the girls we got into trouble.

“As a matter of course, we helped a
companion in trouble, took our duties to
heart, looked after our men, loved our
enemies (in the persons of the prisoners we
took) and laid down our lives without mak-
ing a fuss.”

Thanks to his book it is a matter of public
record what Popski — he died in 1951 —
thought of the young Campbell. But what
did he think of Popski?

Standing amid the rubble of Solofra, Mr
Campbell said: “He was an extraordinary
man. He was completely devoid of fear.”

There are still 17 of Popski’s Private
Army around today. His adjutant lives in
Switzerland and the last reunion was held in
the UK — in Wolverhampton. =
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THE WINE THAT
FLOWERED FROM
FLANDERS MUD

AN ACT OF KINDNESS shown to him
while fighting alongsnde French soldiers in a
muddy slit trench in Flanders during the
autumn of 1917 not only cultivated an admi-
ration for the French in the mind of a
21-year-old Coldstream Guards officer but
also an appreciation of their wine. |

He still feels the same way today as the |
producer of dry white wine from the five-
and-a-quarter-acre vineyard at his home at
Hambledon, in a quiet corner of Hamp-
shire, not far from what is incorrectly
believed to be the ‘birthplace of cricket’.

Back in that slit trench Lieutenant Guy
Salisbury-Jones would vividly remember
that Samaritan action by the French — les
Poilus — which happened during a division
attack when the young subaltern was serving
with the Machine Gun Guards.

At the end of the day the French saw that
the Coldstreams had no wine ration, shared
theirs with their British brothers-at-arms
and boosted morale.

Nearly 64 years later, Major General Sir
Guy Salisbury-Jones, who retired from the
Army in 1949, says: “Never has wine been
more welcome. On that day was consoli-
dated my love, not only for France, but for
her wine.”

During his military career Sir Guy was to
be wounded twice, attend the St Cyr Ecole
Speciale Militaire, be awarded the Croix de
Guerre, MC and Bar, hold an appointment
as ADC to King George VI, head military
missions in France and South Africa, be
appointed military attaché in Paris, see ser-
vice in China, Syria, Italian Somaliland,
Greece, Crete and Palestine and be men-
tioned in despatches twice.

Nowadays he is mentioned in select wine
guides such as the compendium of Hugh
Johnson’s Pocket Wine Book and, of course,
25 lines’ worth of antecedents in Who's
Who.

Sir Guy has been President of the 180-
strong English Vineyards Association since
1965 and planted the first commercial vine-
yard in England in 1952 on a chalky slope
following advice from experts from the
French Champagne region.

Up until that time, Sir Guy admits, he
knew little about viticulture as he contem-
plated the sun-drenched slopes below his
house and his stepson’s ‘wild’ suggestion
that the site would be ideal for the cultiva-
tion of wine.

In practised military fashion the former
Coldstream officer made a recce visit — with

Top: Maj-Gen Salisbury-Jones with sales pack.

Left: M-mprllﬂlCuurydnwnoﬂnghash
theprushonse!orl.ad)'s-lilbnry

Story: Graham Smith



his gardener — to the vineyards of Bur-
gundy, where he already had made contacts.

The visit coincided with a banquet given
by the Confrerie des Chevaliers du Tastevin
at a former Cistercian monastery.

Sir Guy: “I have often thought since that
it was under the influence of Burgundian
hospitality that I ordered 4000 vines, the
number I calculated would be required for
the one-and-a-half acres which we had avail-
able.”

Thus the vineyard at Hambledon was
conceived, and grafted vines — those
grafted on American root stock similar to
that of the Champagne region which can
resist the disease of phylloxera — were
planted in the chalky Hampshire soil.

Today, Sir Guy reaps the benefits —
roughly 3000 bottles an acre — from the
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, the latter a
black grape largely used in making cham-
pagne.

Mr Johnson’s reference work describes
Pinot Noir as a ‘superlative black grape’ and
Chardonnay thus, ‘it gives dry white wine of
rich complexity.’

Sir Guy’s much-vaunted vineyard is
planted out in rows four feet apart with
three feet between the vines in each row,
giving about 3500 vines to the acre.

In return, the harvest of 1976 produced a
mind-boggling 26,000 bottles of Hambledon
dry white wine — striking contrast to the
sad tale of the "80 vintage, a mere 250 bottles
due to adverse weather. The two previous
years were poor too.

In the height of summer the number of
visitors almost equals that of the vines them-
selves as Sir Guy opens his asset-laden acres
to some 12,000 sight-seers — “an inspection
of the curious” — during August and Sep-
tember.

But it has been worth the effort over the

years — the effort of reading what Sir Guy
terms as “voluminous literature” in French,
German and English on the subject, the
practical experience of growing the vines,
the physical labour of driving in stakes to
support the vines, the fixing of posts and
wire, the installation of rabbit wire to sur-
round the vineyard and the associated prun-
ing, hoeing, manuring, disbudding, anti-
fungus spraying and trimming.

Mr Bill Carcary, 50, is the manager of
Hambledon Vineyards Ltd. He was in the
Army from 1948 to 1966, spending time
with the Black Watch, the RASC and 16
years with the Royal Military Police.

“I like Hambledon wine because I make
it, naturally, but it also suits my palate. It’s
got a lovely bouquet and its not too flowery
like some of the German wines,” he said.

“My interest in wine has increased since [
came to Hambledon. At first all I knew
about wine was that it was very nice to
drink. I knew nothing about caring for vines
or making the end product. Now I go on
holiday to France every year-with my wife
and two children, combining it as a study-
cum-holiday trip, usually to the Champagne
region.”

Bill, who has also read up the subject
extensively, added: “There is no mystique
about wine growing. At Hambledon we like
to make wine to suit our own palates — a
dry, clean, crisp wine. We like it and we do
it well. You’ve got to handle wines like you
would a woman — very carefully.”

He, like Sir Guy, has made many viticul-
turist friends in France. Bill also gives lec-
tures in the area and even as far afield as
Dorset on wine production to organisations
like the WI, Townswomen’s Guilds, wine
circles and the like, his 60-minute talk illus-
trated by some of his collection of 400 slides.

On average, vines last for about 25 years

before having to be replaced. Pruning lasts
for up to four weeks involving the removal
of up to six tons of wood.

Hambledon wine is exported to Germany,
America, Japan — and even France itself —
the press house, winery and ceHar’s 13 fibre
glass vats having the capacity to ferment
4500 gallons ‘comfortably’. Wine merchants
and restaurants in the UK are also regular
clients for the distinctive Hampshire white
wine with its 11 per cent alcoholic content.

The harvesting is always an event at the
meénage Salisbury-Jones.

Sir Guy says: “Even if the weather is bad
and the crop poor we generally succeed in
making this occasion appropriately joyful.
Indeed, long before it becomes wine, the
grape tends to radiate gaiety. We fill the
house with young people and these are
reinforced by helpers from the village. I can
think of no more rewarding compensation,
after months of anxiety and hard work, than
the sight of the first drops of must pouring
from the press.” :

But the cultivation of the vine is a serious
business and Sir Guy treats it so.

It was, he reminds, Voltaire who said he

knew ‘nothing really serious here below

except the cultivation of the vine’. And that
statement stands with pride of place above
the press house door.

Sir Guy also recalls the particular opinion
of another author who, realizing that before

the vine will yield one grape three years of B

intensive work will be necessary, once
described the vine as the ‘most exacting
mistress,in the world’.

And so it is at Hambledon, the vineyard
which was conceived deep in the mind of a
young Coldstream officer in that mud-filled
Flanders trench.

Below: Bill Carcary at work among the vines.
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ZIPPO LIGHTERS

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH
YOUR CREST

The original petrol windproof

lighters. Guaranteed for life or

repaired free of charge. Delivered

duty paid UK or duty free over-
seas.

Minimum engraved order

50

For full details complete the coupon below and send
to:

W A INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD.,
36 HERTFORD ST, LONDON W.1.
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lighters engraved with my Regimental Crest.
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At Sutton Bridge
South Lincolnshire

SUPER VALUE
NEW HOMES

From only £12,000

Traditional cavity brick construction @
N.H.B.C. 10 year protection @ Attractive
architect planned Site @ Carefully located
close to shops, schools, bus stops, golf course,
etc @ Handy for unspoilt Norfolk coast and
nearby towns @ Mortgages arranged.

DETACHED 2 BEDROOM BUNGALOWS —
from £16,000. SEMI-DETACHED HOUSES —
from £15,000. SEMI-DETACHED BUN-
GALOWS — from £14,000. SELF CONTAINED
2 BEDROOM FLATS INCLUSIVE OF GAS
gl!’iNn'goRAL HEATING AND GARAGE — from

Full information from:

Lollings

13 HIGH STREET LONG SUTTON,
SOUTH LINCOLNSHIRE
Tel: (0406) 362098

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
PHONE OR WRITE.
TERRY LACEY
VOLVO HOUSE MILLBROOK
ROUNDABOUT SOUTHAMPTON

 Bephone 77765 )

THE QUEEN'’S
WESTMINSTER &
CIVIL SERVICE RIFLES

TWO SIX-POUNDER GUNS, presented
to the London and Westminster Light
Horse Volunteers by George III, flank the
entrance to the museum of the Queen’s
Westminster and Civil Service Rifles. The
Light Horse, incidentally, were formed in
1779 and soon afterwards were called on to
turn out a patrol during the Gordon Riots.

Although small — only one room — there
is plenty to interest the student of
military history in the London area. To start
with there are two old muster rolls, one
bearing the name of Lord Grosvenor the
other that of Earl Amherst, Colonel of the St
James’s Loyal Volunteers, who was a lead-
ing figure in the American War of Indepen-
dence. Next, some examples of headdress,
among them an 1860 Queen’s Westminster
Volunteers red and grey kepi with pom-
pom, a QWYV spiked grey cloth helmet of
1881, a Civil Service Rifles peaked cap with
its Prince of Wales feathers badge and a
handsome astrakhan QWV officer’s plumed
cap.

There are souvenirs presented by the 7th
New York National Guard with whom the
Queen’s Westminsters are affiliated and an
emergency cylindrical ration box is an
unusual piece of equipment used in the
South African War. A photograph of a Civil
Service contingent on parade outside their
headquarters at Somerset House at the out-
break of World War One shows them carry-
ing Japanese rifles! Other souvenirs of this
period are a postcard showing the Queen’s
Westminsters wearing pre-1914 slouch hats,
an Intelligence report book, a picture of an
impromptu arrangement of a car towing a
Maxim gun and a metal map case.

‘Urgent Orders’ issued by Colonel-
Commandant Sir Howard Vincent are a
reminder of a remarkable man who, among
other things, was responsible for the early
days of Scotland Yard’s Criminal Investiga-
tion Department.

In 1891 there was a parade at
Buckingham Palace of the Queen’s
Westminsters attended by the Kaiser and
the story goes that he was so taken by their
grey uniforms that he adopted the colour for
the German army. Examples of the dress of
the ‘grey Brigade’ — the grey uniformed
Queen’s Westminsters, Civil Service Rifles,
Kensington Regiment and London Scottish
— are on show and an unusual exhibit not
often seen in military museums is an exam-
ple of the face mask first issued in 1916 to
troops manning Vickers machine guns.

A Martini-Henry cartridge and a list of

300 Light Horse Volunteers headed by
Number One, Charles Herries, followed by
a display of badges of rank are next to claim
attention. Moving on to the Second World
War there is, among other exhibits, a British
gadget in the form of a mirror which clipped
on to a rifle to make a useful trench peri-
scope.

In the realm of sharp-edged weapons
there are a number of swords and bayonets,
among them an 1861 long bayonet with a
backward curve fitted to a Schneider rifle, a
Second World War German bayonet in per-
fect condition and a seléction of World War
One bayonets. Two rather unusual items are
a gilded wooden eagle presented to the
Queen’s Westminsters by the American
Squadron of the Home Guard and another
relic of the 1914-18 war, the Civil Service
Rifles “Twicers Flag’ bearing the inscription
‘Everybody Out Once Before Anybody
Twice’ — an enigmatic reference to soldiers
who had been sent back to France a second
time although invalided home once.

Tucked away almost out of sight are two
drum-major’s staffs, one dated 1861 while
the other fashioned from Malacca wood is a
real old timer of 1798. A group of miscel-
laneous items includes pieces of equipment,
ammunition pouches of 1875, sword belts,
percussion caps and black powder charges,
and some quaint old oil bottles.

A small library has much to gladden the
heart of the keen researcher. Apart from
regimental books there are roll books, order
books and minute books complete to the last
detail. There are the regimental books of the
St Martin-in-the-Fields Volunteers and
those of other units going back to the late
18th century (some written in meticulous
long hand others in print) and a complete set
of the regimental books of the old St James’s
Volunteers. An orderly book of 1804 and a
set of Army orders from 1874 to 1939 round
off an exceptional collection.

John Jesse

Mr G E Bennett
(Phone 01-733 3752)
‘B’ Coy

4th Volunteer Battalion
Royal Green Jackets,
Fulham House,

87 Fulham High Street,
London SW6.
Telephone CSM W Reddy
01-731 0803

District Line

to Putney Bridge

Curator:

Address:

To view:

To get there:

Next month: The Warnham War Museum




Cashpoint card

For use at any Cashpoint

o

Never leave without it

A Lloyds Bank Cashpoint card is
rather like an open pass.

No matter where you go in the
UK, you'll never be far away from one
of our 1000 automatic cash dispensers.
That's far more than any other bank.

A large number of our branches
have dispensers on the outside and
some are in big stores. In most cases,
you can withdraw much-needed

money well after normal banking hours.

Remember, with a Lloyds Bank
Cashpoint card, you've always got

cash in hand. If you already have an
account with Lloyds, ask your bank
manager for a card now. If not,open
an account and you'll geta
Cashpoint card free.

For further information call in at
your nearest Lloyds Bank, or write to

D.P. Gardiner TD, |

Services Liaison =

Ofticer,Lloyds Bank § |
Limited, 6 PallMall, [§B KO 8DRY
London
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Written by the editors of the renowned Jane's yearbooks.

This highly acclaimed series of reference books gives a unique
factual insight into the development of modern armament and
technology -ideal for both professionals and enthusiasts.

Only £4-95each 256 pp111 x178 mm

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD BOOKSHOPS OR IN CASE OF DIFFICULTY DIRECT
FROM]JANE'S PUBLISHING COMPANY, 238 CITY ROAD, LONDON EC]

JPB’s

JPB’s -The new look Jane’s Pocket Books available in 4-Colour laminated boards.

MODERN MILITARY TRUCKS
C.FOSS 7106 00917

MODERN ARMOURED FIGHTING
VEHICLES
C.FOSS 1106 00925

AIRLINES OF THE WORLD
J- TAYLOR & M. TAYLOR 7106 00143

AIRFORCES OF THE WORLD
J- TAYLOR & K. MUNSON 7106 00127

Two classic titles from the previous series will
also be available in the new 4-colour bindings

COMMERCIAL TRANSPORT
AIRCRAFT
J. TAYLOR 7106 00933

MILITARY TRAINING AND
TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT

J- TAYLOR 7106 00941

UNIT OR REGT

ADDRESS

,@5&“* CAPTAIN’S DECANTER SET o %é
BEFORE YOU BUY A TAN-FREECAR ... |
BN i
‘«l
N
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?‘ FROM ONLY
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s N
] ' ‘ ‘ 5
CHECK OUR PRICES — YOU COULD
BE PLEASANTLY SURPRISED!!
Apvancep Car Exporrs
171A FORTESS ROAD, LONDON NW5 2HR
T Tel: 01485 3247 or 01485 8531
! % e e o Mo iy {081
I AM INTERESTED IN MAKEMODEL ............................... e oww Captain's Decanter  £14.95 0 <SAVE POUNDS
Set “D” (s above) Whisky Decanter £13.950 One Captain's Dicintig
PLACE AND DATE OF OIS POSTING - 0t st vty e et 3,350 P las. g &*,‘gglfc’?a’:gs Jg;gg e W 15 s
<inn it i £3.95 BFPO. 6 Gin & Tonic Glasses £10.98 0 while stocks last)

Wine labels to order, Sherry/Port/Gin/Whisky/Brandy £5.95 each S/plate. 1

Just tick your requirement and send cheque with order, send stamp for free gift
brochure or, come personally and see for yourself our complete range.

HAMPTON CRYSTAL COMPANY
The Decanter People
(Dept S) 73 Station Road, Hampton, Middlesex TW12 2BJ
Tel: 01-979 0985
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Three cars that share one charac-
teristic; they're utterly satisfying to drive.
(Did you know that there are now 12
Chevettes, 10 Astras and 12 Cavaliers to
choose from, one of them is sure oo
to be right for you.)

And if you're soon to
be living abroad, you'll find
that they’re utterly satisfying
to buy, too.

You see, we can arrange for
you acomplete export service including
shipping, finance and insurance.

If you'd like to know more about
Vauxhall’s Personal Export Plan, please
fill in the coupon. Or ring
Luton 0582 426195/6/7.

just ask to
riven away.

More about your
' Personal Export Plan, please
I am interested in the
| following cars:
| CHEVETTE O CARLTON 0O I
I ASTRA LS NMICEROY B I
CAVALIER [0 ROYALE O I
|
|

NAME

ADDRESS

SOL5/81

l Send to Vauxhall Motors Ltd.,
Personal Export Department,
I Route 6197, PO. Box 3, Luton, England.

 VAUXHALL =1
| PERSONAL EXPORT |

____________ s




Historic tanks

‘Tanks of World War 2’ (Chris Ellis)

The Tank was introduced into battle
by the British in World War One as a
slow-moving vehicle sturdy enough
to cross the muddy shell-pocked
devastation of no-man’s-land with its
thickets of barbed wire that the
infantry could not negotiate, and
armoured to withstand the annihilat-
ing fire of the enfilading, all-
subduing machine gun. In World
War Two it became the fast moving
cavalry but as the conflict progressed
so it became necessary to up-gun the
vehicle and to improve its armour.

Instead of being merely an addi-
tion to the battlefield, the tank now
took over to become the axis, the
reserves and the flanks on which the
fast moving campaign was fought. It
also expanded its role to provide the
means to get the troops into battle,
over obstacles, through minefields,
past strongpoints and over beaches.
Flail, bulldozer, plough, fascine,
ramp, bridge, carpet, flame and gun
were all fitted to the basic tank.

The development of 40 of the most
important fighting vehicles of World
War Two is recorded in this volume

_ with some 500 colour scale drawings,
full information captions, technical
specifications, performance details
and histories. From the European
contestants, the United States, Rus-
sia and the Far East they include
such historic tank names as Chur-
chill, Grant, Valentine, Matilda,
Tiger, Panther, Sherman,
Greyhound, Hellcat and many more.
A useful reference book for the his-
torian, the student, the modeller and
the beginner in tank study.

Octopus Books Lid, 59 Grosvenor

Street, London W1, £6.95 GRH
Zulu laughs
‘Isandhlwana and all that (David
Downe).

At last! The antidote to all those
weighty, serious tomes which con-
tinue to appear on this most written
about of Victorian colonial cam-
paigns.

Isandhlwana and All That is a slim
paperback which will bring a wry
chuckle to the face of all but the most
self-important student of military
history. Without ever deriding or
belittling the men who fought the
real war, it takes us through the

course of the campaign, affection-
ately sending up the popular image.
A couple of short quotes will suffice
to demonstrate the style; “Their (the
Zulus’) main weapon was an assegai,
or shortened spear, which was flex-
ible, fearsome and could be used for
shaving, killing game, puncturing
opponents or entirely as a guy wished
— hence the name’. And on the
British troops; ‘The Red Soldier
referred to was, of course, Queen
Victoria’s thin red linesman, who
spent a great deal of his heavily laden
life feverishly ensuing that the sun
never set anywhere except where Her
Majesty wanted it to set’.

A detailed knowledge of the cam-
paign is evident in the splendid car-
toons, but it's by no means an
esoteric work, since a chronology and
map explain the facts to the -uniniti-
ated.

A charming little book, which no
reader of military history with a sense
of humour can afford to be without.
Serendip Books, Lyme Regis, Dorset.
£0.75p IJK

Hairy Mary

THE
ARMOURED
TRAIN

‘The Armoured Train’ (G Balfour)
This is relatively virgin territory, the
armoured train being a concept
which may appeal to many yet has
only been modestly exploited over
the years since railways were
developed in the early 1800s.

The range covered in this well
illustrated book extends from an
operational train of American Civil
War vintage and a rail mounted
13-inch mortar firing a 200-1b shell
up to 4000 yards, to the peak of
armoured train activity in Britain in
the early years of World War Two —
even embracing the very effective
miniature armoured train on the
Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch
Railway.

The opening chapters trace the
development of the armoured train
up to its extensive use by the British
Army in the Boer War, one of the
trains in Natal being hauled by a
rope-enshrouded locomotive known
to its crew as ‘Hairy Mary’. Thereisa
detailed description of the trains built
for British coastal defence in World
War One and accounts of our
armoured trains and those of other
armies in action overseas. Between
1916 and 1923 armoured trains were
operating in Northern Ireland and in
World War Two their operational
activity is covered in depth.

The author has made extensive use
of official records to produce a verit-

able compendium of the armoured

train, Even proposals and ideas that

were never put into practice are

meticulously dealt with.

B T Barsford Lid, 4 Fitzhardinge

Street, London WIH 0AH, £9.95
JFP]

Vivid memories

‘World War I’ (Susanne Everert)

A book on-the First World War is
something of a rarity these days and
this well researched volume comes
both as a vivid reminder of the
1914-18 conflict and as a useful his-
torical aide-memoire.

How Europe “blundered into war”
and how Herbert Asquith, the Brit-
ish Prime Minister in 1914, “used the
violation of Belgian neutrality by
Germany as a pretext to join the
war’’, are mentioned in the opening
chapter, while other sections concen-
trate on Verdun, Ypres, Mons and
the Somme, the war at sea and in the
air, the arrival on the scene of the
United States and the Russian Front.
In fact every aspect of the conflict is
carefully examined and analysed.

Devastating weapons were used for
the first time like the submarine,
aeroplanes, Zeppelin, tank and that
evil weapon, gas. The tactical use of
these and other arms are assessed and
scrutinised while chapters on naval
and air engagements contribute to
the overall picture.

There are more than 400 illustra-
tions of outstanding quality which
are in themselves a history of the war
in brief. Every front is graphically
covered from Gallipoli to Kut and
Belgium to the Caucasus. Colour
prints of military personalities,
among them ‘Little Willie’, the
Kaiser’'s son and heir, in the full
regalia of a Death’s Head Hussar,
and photographs of life in the
trenches, some of them decidedly
gruesome, or of women at work in
ammunition factories and on the
land, all contribute to the panorama.

This first class work concludes on
a grim note with two pages of graphs
showing the appalling casualties suf-
fered by both the Allies and the
Central Powers.

Published by Hamlyn Ltd, Aeronaut
House, Feltham and produced by Bison
Book Lid, 4 Cromwell Place, London
SW7, £6.95 JFP]

Varied dress

‘World Army Uniforms Since 1939
(Andrew Mollo and Digby Smith)
In this two-in-one volume the field
uniforms of many nations are
described by two authors — Andrew
Mollo, who deals with the Army
uniforms of World War Two, and
Digby Smith, who tackles the
development of military dress since
1945. )
Wisely, Mr Mollo has reduced the
many different orders of dress to
three — Service Dress, Undress kit
and Field Service or Combat Dress
— and in doing so he reminds us that
Britain’s great contribution to world
uniform was the development of the
colour khaki and the introduction of
Battle Dress in 1937. As well as brief
descriptions of the fighting dress of
24 different armies he also scrutinises
webbing equipment, packs, helmets
and small arms.

Digby Smith’s book of post-War
Army uniforms covers an even wider
field showing, as it does, the field
dress of armies and irregular forces
engaged in actual fighting in different
parts of the world plus the uniforms
of Nato and Warsaw Pact powers. A
veritable campaign history in brief is
provided by the variety of actions
fought the world over from Malaya
and Korea to Kenya and Aden.
Small arms, different types of head-
dress, boots, even a rice bandolier,
are just a few of the many items of
equipment to be covered.

Coloured illustrations in both
books by Malcolm McGregor and
Michael Chappell round off a
decidedly useful reference for both
collector and researcher. But it must
be said that both books have previ-
ously been published separately
whereas they now share one cover. A
good idea? I wonder.

Blandford Press, Robert Rogers House,
New Orchard, Poole, Dorset, BHIS
ILU, £8.95 JFP]

Pocket guides

‘An Illustrated Guide to Rifles and
Sub-machine Guns’ (Major Frederick
Myant MC); ‘An Illustrated Guide to
World War II Tanks and Fighting
Vehicles’ (Edited by Christopher F
Ross) ‘
These two titles are the first in a-
series of pocket-sized ‘Illustrated
Guides to . .." published by Sala-
mander books. Each is packaged in a
neat, compact format, bulging with
illustrations and facts.

Rifles and Sub-machine Guns is
written by Major Myatt, already the
author of Nineteenth Century Firearms
and Pistols and Revolvers, and the
curator of the Weapons Museum at
the School of Infantry in Warmins-
ter. In this latest book he looks at
automatic small-arms from the
beginning of the century. From the
Russo-Japanese War to Vietham and
Laos, some seventy rifles and sub-
machine guns from all over the world
are described, the technical specifica-
tons listed and their history and
effectiveness considered. There are
superb colour photographs of each
weapon, including bayonets and
ammunition, and a wealth of sup-
porting material showing them in
action.

In the same style, World War II
Tanks considers 36 of the most
important fighting vehicles of the last
War, dividing them up by country,
listing their specifications, analysing
their effectiveness, their employ-
ment, their production dates and so
forth. Each tank is the subject of a
piece of excellent artwork, and once
again there are numerous photo-
graphs, the great majority in colour.

The pocket-sized format and pre-
cise information make these books
excellent quick references for
weapons historians, gun collectors or .
simply anyone seeking to find out
more about the military hardware of
a pamcular twentieth-century cam-
paign. Future titles include more
tanks, aircraft and warships, and
these will no doubt be a great boon to
the modelling fraternity. Considering
the lavish use of colour, these books
can only be excellent value at under
£4.

Salamander Books, 27 Old Gloucester
St., London WCIN 3AF, £3.95 IJK
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Before you order your
‘New Tax Free Car
Check That you're getting

The Best Deal

B.F.B.S.-U.K/svery own singing superstar

AJ WEBBER

Her new album

“OF THIS LAND”

Includes
“Dear Auntie Vera,” “Clevedon Pier”, “Oceans Away".

Send cheque or money order £4-50 inc. p&p to:
GUNDOG RECORDS, P.0.BOX 6, RINGWOOD,
HAMPSHIRE BH24 3PD.

£3024

£40
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TAX FREE EXPORT Sunbeams, Avengers, Horizons,
Solaras, Alpines, Rancho Estates,

Immediate Delivery.
Massive Discounts

NAAFI FINANCE Official NAAFI Agents.

Excellent prices paid, use
your own car until you take
delivery of your new one.

PART EXCHANGE

AFTER SALES 12 months unlimited mileage
warranty plus the "‘extra care

e - policy” valid UK and_ Ger-

W Y\ 2 many, with over 600 Talbot

[ lf .\\ e ( ) dealers and service agents in

e S AJE Germany. Talbot represents
A\ y /Y value for money in any lan-
M guage.

C.l. motor caravans

Tax paid and used cars also available.

For more details about Rangers Talbot Military Sales
fantastic prices and deals available:
Post the coupon now [

r RANGERS TALBOT MILITARY SALES
MARLBOROUGH RD., TIDWORTH, HANTS., SP9 7SU. TEL.
l TIDWORTH (09804) 3895 OR DURRINGTON WALLS (0980)
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Wishech
Cambridgeshire

New detached 3 bedroom houses from £21,500
complete with garage, gas central heating, fitted
kitchen with walk-in pantry, half tiled utility, col-
oured fully tiled bathroom, 2 w.c.s.

Ideal retirement area, convenient for Norfolk Coast.
Photograph and Brochure on request.

Allison (Contractors) Limited, Dept S.D. West Elloe
Avenue, Spalding, Lincs. Tel (0775) 4701 Telex 32649.

EUROPE’S MOST SUCCESSFUL CLIMBING,
FELLWALKING AND OUTDOOR JACKET, NOW

AVAILABLE IN BRITAIN.

Designed in Sweden by Fjallraven, one of the world's
leading climbing equipment manufacturers, the Greenland
is possibly the best selling outdoor jacket in Europe

The Hood - Specially cutto
allow free head movement

Duubl; Yoke- Double sewn over
shoulders and upper back for extra

ran protection

Double Seams - For exira The Mark of the Fox 1s your
weather protection guarantee ol quality and
\ el durability

Reinforced Sleeves -
Double fabne from the
elbow gives longer
wear

Bellows - Under
the arms for tuil

freedom of
movement
Closing — Nylon
Brass press- zipper and press-
button — Nickel —— buttons for extra
plated and ant- weather prolecthion
corrosive.
Fabric — Is the unique G1000
(65% Polyester, 35% Cotton}
ur’\:hnﬁn, spelclaﬂy produced |01
4 jallraven 10 give exceplional
Side Pockets — wear with 10?» weight. Water

proofing can be further
increased with an occasional
apphication of solid paraffin,

With flaps and press-
buttons. Extra warming
pockels behind

Fjallraven now available by post. Access, Barclaycard and Visas Holders welcome.
Please allow 7 days for delivery. Money or goods refunded if not absolutely delighted,
SImpl{ return to us unmarked within 7—10 daBs, Make cheques payable to:
FJALLRAVEN SPORTS EQUIPMENT (UK)LTD.

Post to: P.O. Box 5, Ripon, N. Yorks. HG4 1TW.
SIZES: 34”36, 38" 140", 42" /44", 46" /4B".
(Ladies please state own size.)

Colours: Green, Sand & Navy.

NEW VEHICLE REQUIRED: .......c.ooeuersnrnesonnns _st.ly

i——————-———————ﬂ
Please send me. Greenland Jacket(s). Size(s) Price(s) Colour 2nd Choice.

Please send me your colour brochure (tick if required) H R
I Access, Barclaycards and Visas welcome. It paying by credit card please ensure that the address given is

the same as the card holders.
I | enclose chequelPO for

Name

Address

Please debit my Access/Barclaycard no.

S g Signed
Fjaliraven Sports Equipment (UKj Lid.. PO Box 5, Ripon, N. York
Tel: Ripon 5363 — 24 hour service. B.D.M.A. Member

s, HG4 1TW . s
Fleg. Mo. 1032024 VAT No. 303455979




ALL ABOARD
FOR AFRICA
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SIXTEEN TIMES during the past year, in
conditions that cannot be offered in Gibral-
tar and certainly not on Salisburv Plain, men
from the 2nd Battalion The Light Infantry
have been savouring the excitement of
adventure training in the sun-drenched
Sahara as part of Exercise Spring Run, each

Above: From the Rock to the land of the Hump.

phase lasting about a fortnight at a time.

Driving in civilianised Land Rovers and
eager to cross the mighty Rif and Atlas
Mountains in keeping with a long British
military tradition of transportation there —
the men made their Moroccan landfall at the
port of Tangier thanks to a veteran

Below: View of Tangier from the Mons Calpe.

passenger-car ferry, the MV Mons Calpe.

Every year, the 1991-ton Mons Calpe — it
is Latin for Gibraltar and means ‘pointed
mountain’ — carries roughly three times the
resident population of the Rock on a 31
sea-mile trip to Tangier — and back —
including some 200 personnel on Spring
Run and hundreds of men and families on
special Gib Leave Scheme subsidised travel
arrangments.

Master of the Mons Calpe is 60-year-old
Don Delf a veteran of more than 15,000
journeys under the eight weekly sailings
commitment but not including the longest
of all in 1954. That was when he brought her
from her Troon, Scotland, shipyard for ser-
vice out of Gibraltar.

The Mons Calpe has a capacity for 76 cars
and 581 passengers as it crosses the second
busiest sea ‘road’ in the world (after the
Straits of Dover). No fewer than 15 vessels
an hour of more than 500 tons each pass
through the narrow waterway separating
Europe from Africa.

And in an annual average of 450 crossings
each year the Mons Calpe, which was esti-
mated to cost £680,000 when new, defaults
on average only six times a year and has
maintained that record during the last
decade. The cancellations are due to wind
conditions rather than heavy seas.

Altogether the gallant old vessel operates
48 weeks out of any year turning in for an
annual re-fit every November.

Owned by a Gibraltar shippi.ng firm
which has been in business since 1864, the
Mons Calpe saﬂmgs to Tangier are geared to
allow passengers six hours ashore — good
news for 2 LI and other Service passengers
taking advantage of three special Gib Leave
Schemes which are subsidised up to nearly
£250 a year for each family.

Notables who have travelled on the Mons
Calpe have included the late Laurence
Harvey and Margaret Leighton who married
in Gibraltar in 1957 and went on honeymoon
to North Africa . . . Kim Novak . . . Michael
Bentine . . . Stratford Johns . . . and a
verbally memorable odyssey by Peter
O’Toole and Omar Sharif.

“They played bridge and swore all the
way across,” chuckled Don who com-
manded the HMS Calpe, the reserve unit
prior to 1954,

In 1960, Don and the Mons Calpe ferried
out 20 tons of slotted shelving from Gibral-
tar to help with the relief work for the
Agadir earthquake.

Each time the Mons Calpe leaves Tangier,
the timing is exact — it is, according to
Don, “stomach time” or 1800 hours Gib
time (Tangier is one hour behind).

Somewhere on board will be some 60 tons
of fresh vegetables, always a good commod-
ity buy in Morocco. -

No-one knows exactly how much longer
the 284-foot-long ship will continue her

well-navigated passage between Europe and

Africa.

All Don would concede was: “It is on the
books that there will be a replacement Mons
Calpe for obvious commercial reasons when
the Gibraltar-Spain political situation about
the frontier is stabilised”.

Whatever the outcome the men involved
in Exercise Spring Run will still get their
adventure training, with its mountain climb-
ing and abseiling, in fine style — thanks, yet
again, to the Mons Calpe. |
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Girls and guns

So the WRAC is to be armed. At last.
About blankety-blank time too!

I was not much impressed by the
comments of some of those girls in
your February issue. They don’t
seem to know what war is like. You
can’t sit and philosophise about your
enemy’s hypothetical wife and fam-
ily. What do they think he’ll be
doing?

As for the sub-teen terrorist,
young kids can be incredibly vicious.
Witness the mini-bandits and mur-
derers in American cities. Forget the
maternal instinct — disable the little
blighter! He’s not going to care about
anyone’s softer side. He’ll just lob
that grenade!

To say that girls are not ‘built’,
whatever that may mean, to carry
arms — what bilge! My father began
to instruct me in what to do and not
to do with firearms at a very early age,
and I fired my first live round (.22)
early in September 1939, just after
my ninth birthday. Later, and too
many thousands of miles later, I
graduated to the Bren and Owen
guns.

In those days there were quaint
ideas current in Australia about being
feminine, and a lot of rot of that sort.
It still exists but is gradually being
superseded by rational ideas. The
poor old Director WRAAC would
have had fits if she had known, but I
was in the Army because I wished to
be a soldier, not to be hampered by
outdated nonsense.

Girls vary as much as men in
physique and temperament, and
should not be prevented from using
their abilities as they wish. — Miss ]
Eaden, 17 Anzac Ridge, Bridgewa-
ter 5155, Australia.

No fooling

Having seen the amusing articles in
April 1979 and 1980, I anxiously
opened the pages of this April’s issue
of SOLDIER to discover what the
gremlins may have been doing this
year.

I laid the magazine aside with a
conviction that the complete issue
was one April Fool trick. Is there
really such a unit as ILRRP? Their
standard of ‘student’ as depicted on
the front cover leaves much to be
desired. Crossing a river with his
digital watch, a pen in his top-left
pocket and not a trace of ‘cam-
cream!’ And why the Armalite rifle?

Are you really intending to issue
SOLDIER every other week? I hope
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so! But, as this is an April issue, can I
believe it?

Surely the two uniforms, current
and new, on page 15 are both the
same. I cannot notice any difference.
Even the dummies have the same
faces (Is Lt Col Wade talking to
them?).

Is the curator of Southsea Castle
museum really named Mr A Corney?
Any relation to Major I A Prylle?

As for your article on ‘Bringing
home the Bacon!” You cannot expect
readers to accept this. Being “‘tested
in buying lessons at Port Antonio
during Exercise Trim Craft” must be
the ambition of many a real soldier
while sat in the bottom of a trench on
Salisbury Plain.

Or maybe your gremlins decided
to use a variation on the ‘Barber’s
cutting bearskins’ as this year’s offer-
ing when they wrote ‘35 years of
Defence Cuts.’

Never mind, Mr Editor, I enjoyed
every page as I have done now for
more than 25 years (nearly 30 years in
fact). You still manage to produce the
finest magazine for my money (and
that’s not April fooling)! — Brian
Harrison. (address not supplied)

Seems like the jokes are all on us this
vear. No, Mr Harrison, we are going
forinightly — honest! As for all those
other stories — well, it just proves that
truth is stranger than fiction . . . Ed

Horrified

With reference to your letter ‘sensi-
tive issue’ by ‘Crusader’ (April), I am
completely horrified and surprised
that such an article should appear
under your editorship. I will now
cancel my standing order for SOL-
DIER which I have been a regular
subscriber to for some years. — Mr F
M Waters, 14 Brinkburn Court,
Manor Road, Sidmouth, Devon.

Regular help

In his short review of The Sharp End
of War in your March number, RLE
quotes the remarks of the outstand-
ing Territorial commanding officer to
me when I joined the Fifth Battalion,
The Black Watch, in Normandy in
1944. (Territorial Battalion . . .
Don't like Regular Officers). It is
only right to say that every one in the
battalion including the commanding
officer, went out of their way to help
me for I had seen virtually no active
service in the 1939 war till I joined
them and they were a very experi-
enced and professional battalion by

then. A few days later, the command-
ing officer said to me: “I am very
pleased with you. You may remain in
command of your company when
(the experienced Territorial officer
whom the commanding officer had
been expecting) arrives. You are not
like any regular officer I have ever
seen.” — Retired Regular Officer
(name and address supplied).

Sad story

I noticed the correspondence in the
March issue concerning the British
Free Corps volunteers in the German
Forces during World War Two
(sometimes known as St George’s
Legion). At least one was hanged
after the war as a traitor, but I cannot
recall the name. Perhaps it was
Thomas Halle Cooper the Free Corps
NCO seen under guard on pages 96
and 97 of Waffen S§ — Its Divisional
Insignia by C Beadle and Theodor
Hartmann, published in 1971 by Key
Rublications of Bromley, Kent (nor-
mally available only through special-
ist bookshops).

I doubt if their strength ever
reached three platoons. A sub unit
was said to be attached to the SS
Totenkopf Division and the main
body fought on the Oder Front 1945.
— Michael Clark, 2 Dunmar Cres-
cent, Alloa, Scotland, FK10 2E]J.

Following the letters from W E
Brighton and David Carr in your
March edition about the British Free
Corps, it occurs to me that réaders
wishing to follow up this sad story
might refer to the following books:
The Meaning of Treason by Dame
Rebecca West (mine is a Reprint
Society Edition); Fackals of the Reich
by Ronald Seth (mine is a paperback
published by the New English Lib-
rary). No doubt their local librarians
will be able to help? — P G Redman,
46 Sunningdale Road, Chelmsford,
Essex, CM1 2NH.

Congenial

I have often wondered whether
SOLDIER has ever published the
story of the RAMC Trooping Pool,
which was organised at Liverpool,
and from which depot all troopships,
whether in convoy or alone (as with
the case of QE1) were manned by
6-12 medical orderlies under a
sergeant from the Corps?

On these same ships the DEM
gunners did a marvellous job, and
very often got mentioned when under
enemy fire. I myself served in the
Pool between 1941-1946, and
enjoyed every moment at sea. Due to
strict security we never knew our
destination. During my time I visited
Cape Town, Durban, Bombay,
Algiers, Piraeus, Halifax (Nova
Scotia),' New York and the Far East.

Admittedly work in a General
Field Hospital or Advance Post on
land must have been far more strenu-
ous, but life at sea was never dull. I
served under some excellent MOs,
got torpedoed (The Duchess of Atholl
sunk 10 October 1942), dive-bombed
off the coast of Greece, but also had
the more enjoyable experience of
working on the huge Queen
Elizabeth 1. That was during the year
1943, when the GIs were being sent
over the Atlantic to serve in Europe.
My last years were spent aboard a

gem of a hospital ship called
HMS Tairea. We had QAs on board,
and as it was an Indian ship, the crew
were mostly from that continent.

I look back not only with a certain
nostalgia, but with the overall feeling
that, as a non-combatant, I could not
have chosen a better service or more
congenial way of life during the war.
— Bill Tawse, Flat 14, Elm Park
House, Fulham Road, London,
SW10 9QW.

Thank you

I should like to thank all those kind
people who have written with details
of the origin of the para-wings I was
asking about in your March issue. I
have had so many interesting letters
that I cannot reply singly, so thank
you all, I am satisfied now. as to the
origin of my acquisition. — Mrs
Rene Stephen, 12 Warnock Close,
Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex.

WFA formed

Readers with an interest in the First
World War, may like to know of the
existence of the Western Front
Association. This Association was
formed in November 1980, by John
Giles, who has written two books on
the First War. John Terraine is the
Honorary Chairman, and the Patron
is Lt Gen Sir John Bagot Glubb
(Glubb Pasha).

This is not a re-enactment society,
but caters for the historian, collector,
and anyone who has a genuine inter-
est in this period. Information can be
obtained from the following address
(enclosing a stamped addressed
envelope): The Secretary, Western
Front Association, Guilton Mill,
Poulton Lane, Ash, Near Canter-
bury, Kent CT3 2ZHN.

Meetings so far have been held at
the Natrional Army Museum, Chelsea
but as the WFA membership
increases, it is hoped to form regional
branches. — Mr W A Taylor, North
West representative WFA, 5 Brook
Grove, Irlam, Manchester, M30
6NL.

Competition
Our February competition (271)
‘Pumpkin Pie’ proved quite straight-
forward although several people
pointed oup that it was impossible,
from the data presented, to be precise
about the weight of pumpkin number
five. Any solution in which the fifth
pumpkin weighed less than 321bs but
more than 24lbs was therefore
accepted as correct. The other
weights were 441bs, 40lbs, 36lbs and
32lbs and the number of golden
gongs subscribed by the Biggun was
seven. - .
Prizewinners were: 1 — Sgt A
Ellis, RAOC, AG Sec, MODUK
(Army), Room 7196, Main Building,
Whitehall; 2 — Tom Hughes, c/o
HQ Brig Nepal, BFPO 4; 3 —Cpl D
Tinkler, 73 Independent Field
Squadron RE, BFPO 36; 4 — ] B
Ivison, 11 The Grove, Whitchurch,
Shropshire; 5 — Lt Col P W Lonnon
OBE, Panderosa, Park Road, Ash-
tead, Surrey; 6 — ] P Warner, 28
Langford Drive, Wootton, North-
ants; 7 — Capt ] ] MacDougall,
RAOC, Accommodation Services
Unit, BFPO 801; 8 — G C Bennett,
10 Stockton, Nr Warminster, Wilts.




How observant

are you?
(see page 21)

The rwo pictures differ in the following
respects: 1 Left black bush; 2 Dislodged
breastplate (below dislodged helmet); 3
Dislodged shoe above left horse’s ear; 4
Pennant on left tent; 5 Entrance of right
tent; 6 Fingers of right horseman; 7
Position of right horse’s left ear; 8
Stirrup strap of left horseman; 9 Top of
right fence-post; 10 Bottom of pattern
on shield,

Reunions

Ex-Darland Boys. Gordon Bar-
racks, Gillingham (formerly Fort
Darland), which are now being
demolished was in 1939-40 the home
of the Army Technical School, Royal
Engineers. Maj (Retd) G Young, 6
Dane Court Gardens, St Peters,

Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 25B would
like to hear from any ex-Darland
boys with a view to a reunion. SAE
appreciated,

The Royal Hampshire Regiment
Comrades’ Association. Annual
reunion at Winchester on Saturday
13 June 1981. Dinner in Guildhall
7pm. Tickets price £4.50 from Sec-
retary, Serle’s House, Southgate St,
Winchester, S023 9EG. Programme
on reverse of ticket.

The Devonshire Regiment Old
Comrades’ Association. Annual
cathedral service, reunion and dinner
— Saturday 11 July 1981. Form up
Bury Meadow 1630 hrs. Tickets may
be obrained in advance from RHQ
The Devonshire and Dorset Regi-
ment, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter —
price £2.00 — or at the door of St
George’s Hall.

Collectors’ corner

Mr R Nugent, 22 Trewitt Road,
Whitley Bay, Tyne & Wear, NE26
2QS. Will accept offers for SOLDIER
back issues: Jun, Aug, Oct, Nov, Dec
1975; All bur May 1976; complete
1977; complete 1978; all but Nov
1979,

P E A Hall, Kohima, 1030 Harrow
Road, Wembley, Middx, HAO 2QT.
Wishes to buy Victorian stamps, letters
and postcards. Also military medals and
campaign stars.

Craig Luther, 216 W Arrellaga,
Santa Barbara, Ca 93101, USA.
American military historian, seeks con-
tact with former British soldiers who
fought against the 12 SS Hitlerjugend
Division in Normandy, 1944 ' for
dissertation/book on the division.

] Corbin, 4 Wynd Close, West Staf-
ford, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8A].
Has for sale 100-plus military Div and
Corps flashes of different countries. £50
o0.n.0.

Peter de Greiff, Am Kiesberg 9, 2351
Rickling, West Germany. Wanis
Parachute wings. Nos: (from Bragg &
Turner's ‘Parachute Badges and Insig-
" nia of the World’) 109, 267-270, 291,
495, 503, 523, 528-530 (only made by
Drago or Bertrand). In exchange offers
current German para insignia as AF
smoking Para wings (B-S-M) in half
size, or the new beret badges of para-
troops and LRRP in metal and cloth
(very fine manual work, embroidery,
silver on maroon) and No 150-151.

R Richardson, 39 Leaside Drive, Apt
205, St Catharines, Ontario, Canada,
L2M 4G3. Wants to buy the following
LPs: ‘The Royal Anglian Regiment’
(Drum Major MCN2), ‘A Day with
the Cameronians’ (SCO 1689), “2nd
Bn The Scots Guards COD’ (Fontana
STL 5421), ‘Nigeria Police Band’
(Philips PI3702R), “The Gloucester-
shire Regiment’ (Life Records
S1-66-4107), “The Royal Leicestershire
Regiment (Marching with the Tigers),
‘The Sherwood Foresters Band® (title
and number unknown).

Arthur H Silvester, Khanspur, 6 Old
Court Road, Chelmsford, Essex,
CM2 6LW. Has for sale medal collec-
tion of 42 foreign awards and decora-
tions representing 18 countries. A list
and colour print may be seen on request.
Would prefer to sell as a collection —
viewers welcome any time.

Mr G W Messer, 78 Sullivan Way,
Elstree, Herts, WO6 3D]. Wants
parachute badges and insignia of all
countries. Particularly, French colonial
and Warsaw Pact countries. State price
and condition, or send.

Frank Tavner, 48 Cornwallis
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent. Wanis
official photos 1914 war. Unusual/
unigue. Prince Wales, Kaiser etc.
Military/posticigarette cards/silks, lead
soldiers. All salelexchange. SAE list,
Medals wanted.

‘Old Soldier’, 92 Cummings Park
Drive, Aberdeen, Scotland, AB2
7BB. Seeks 7th or 4th Air Formation
Signals sign (White triangle/blue
backgroundwhite wings ar base with
number 7 or 4).

B H Vanderveen, Lavastraat 13,
8084 CL 't HARDE, Netherlands.
Seeks handbooks for British Army vehi-
cles, particularly Bedford M-type 4-ton
4 x 4 (MK), Leyland FV1100 series
10-ton 6 x 6 and Morris-Commercial
CS8 I5-cwr 4 x2 (6-cyl, WW2). Will
swop or pay reasonable price.

Walt Barrington, 2 Thrush House,
Marlow Drive, Salford, M6 6FR.
Has for ex only Offs H/P, ORs HIP,
ORs Glengarry, 2 Vol Bn Loval N
Lancashire Regt. Wanted same regi-
ment only Ist Vol Bn, also ST Ist
Royal Vol Galloway WiM for 2 Vol N
Lancashire W/M. Telephone 061 737
4460 after 6pm.

G Ingram, 23 Grove Lane,
Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey.
Requires 13th/18th Hussars and 25th
Dragoons cap badges, second world war
(King’s Crown) 1o complete collection.
Any reasonable price paid.

A W Green, 26 Glebelands Road,
Filton, Bristol, BS12 7AE. Reguires
regimental histories, containing rolls of
honour, awards and decorations, for
either the Great War 1914/19, or 2nd
World War. Good prices paid including
postage.

WO2 (SSM) R A James, HQ Sqn
The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards,
Athlone Bks, BFPO 16. Has for sale
limited number of 1979 (Tercentenary

“edition) of the Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards regimental magazine the ‘Eagle
and Carbine’ cost £3 each. Also avail-
able — copies of magazine ‘City Bird’
from regiment’s recent tour in Belfast,
cost £1 each.

To assist me in historical researches
about Japanese war-criminals in Sing-
apore, after World War Two (1945
and subsequent years) I should like to
hear from any readers who served in
Malaya at Changi gaol or in other
prisons. Any anecdotes on events,
personalities and places would be
most appreciated. — J Petitjean, 19
Avenue de Verdun, 92170 Vanves,
France.

I am writing this letter in the hope
that some of your readers can help
me obtain some information on a
World War Two group called
‘Beddy’s Scouts’. I believe this group
probably served in North Africa but I
have no more information. —
Richard L Trostem, 56 Foster Road
SE, Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2H
Oowl.

I am a regular reader of SOLDIER
Magazine and I find all sections of
the magazine very interesting, espe-
cially the letters. I served with the
RA from 1929-1937 and with the
Royal Signals from 1939-1945,

From 1930-1937 I served in India
with the 5th (Croix-de-Guerre) Bat-
tery RA and was stationed in Mer-
mit, Jullimder and Lahore. The
medal ribbon was worn by all ranks
on the regimental flash, on the topee
or pith helmet and Croix-de-Guerre
day was celebrated every year.

I would like to know if the battery
is still an active unit of the Royal
Artillery. And if so, where it is
stationed and if ‘Croix-de-Guerre’
day is still celebrated. If the battery
has been disbanded where are the
medal and dispensation now on dis-
play? I think there were only two
units of the British Army (1914-1918)
to be awarded this famous French
decoration. If any of the lads who
served with me are readers of SOL-
DIER, I would like to hear from
them. A Palmer, 27 Palmer Close,
British Legion Flats, Whittlesey,
Peterborough.

We are organising a local postal his-
toric exhibition to mark the 15th
Anniversary of our local philatelic
club, which will show cancellations,
postcards etc relating to the postal
history of Hook of Holland.

We are in need of postmarks on
envelopes or postcards of the BAOR
Transit Camp situated at Hook of
Holland during 1946-1960 which we
could borrow for a short period. — J
P Stadhouders, Columbusstraat
106, 3151 BG Hook of Holland,
Netherlands.

My hobby is collecting inert artillery
material, cartridge cases, fuses etc,
and I wonder if any of your readers
could tell me where the 3.7 AA car-
tridge case I have was presented —
and when?

On two brass strips, soldered near
the top, are the following inscrip-
tions: ‘168 (M) HAA Regiment,
Royal Artillery’ and ‘The Best Guns
in the Regiment’. Lower down near
the base the following is inscribed:
‘Presented by Lt Col Wase-Rogers

“TEB.

This case is the pride of my collec-
tion and I would be pleased to hear
from any members of the above
regiment.

The same applies to a 25 pr shell
with a copper plate inscribed ‘Ski
Championship, B Coy Hallamshires,
Iceland, May 1940." — J Chatterton,
11 North Close, Tintwhistle, Had-
field, Via Hyde, Cheshire.

Once again the mention of the India
medal appears in your February
issue. Now, at 80, I would like to
hear of any surviving member of the
Leinster Regiment (Royal Cana-
dians). — J J Waters, 14
Brinkburn Court, Manor Road,
Sidmouth, Devon, EX10 8SB.

I'am a student at York University and
to assist me in a BA History degree
project on ‘“The Factor of Morale: An
Army in Retreat’, I should like to hear
from anyone with interesting ideas on
morale. Above all, since I'm using the
two case examples of the experiences
of the West Yorkshire Regiment in
the Retreat from Burma, 1942 (lst
Battalion) and in the Western Desert
during the same year (2nd Battalion),
I should like to hear from anyone
involved in either of those regimental
campaigns. I would then send them a
questionnaire. — Philip Dent, 2 Park
Hill, Bradley Road, Huddersfield,
West Yorkshire.

I am collecting material for a book
called Dogs and Mad Englishmen. It
will be a selection of stories about sol-
diers and their families and the special
relationship they established with
animals during their service overseas.

I should be grateful to receive con-
tributions from readers about their
experiences, not only with dogs but
from the wide range of animals that
fall into the category of ‘pets’. —
Major R P Smith, Editor, ‘The Men
of Harlech’ (Regimental Journal of
the Royal Regiment of Wales), The
Barracks, Brecon, Powys, LD3

Whilst on leave in the UK, I dis-
covered in a small shop dealing in
militaria, a medal very similar to the
UN (Cyprus) Service medal, but the
ribbon had two thin vertical dark blue
lines near the centre.

The proprietor told me he pur-
chased it as a UN (Cyprus) Service
medal but I wonder if any reader
knows its true origin? — Pte A
Taylor, HQ Platoon, C Coy, 3 Bn
The Royal Anglian Regt, Alexander
Bks, BFPO 58. i

I am wondering whether any of your
readers could offer information on
the following points please?

On 2 January 1920, Lieut William
D Kenny, of the 4th Battalion, 39th
Gurkha Rifles, Indian Army, won
the Victoria Cross in an action at Kot
Kai, on the North West Frontier of
India. I am anxious to trace the pres-
ent whereabouts of the medal, and
should be most grateful for any assis-
tance in this search. — Dr J C Mil-
ligan, 25 Hilton St, Aberdeen, Scot-
land, AB2 3QT.




If you're about to be posted
abroad, here are six great ways you
could save tax.

Simply take any of our wide
range of superb Volkswagen and
Audis.

You'll save hundreds of pounds
on the economical Polo. Over a
thousand on the luxurious Audi 100
models.

And we've special forces
finance and discounts to help you
save even more.

From the moment you make your
choice, one of our Export Sales Con-
sultants will personally take care of

all the ins and outs of documentation,
customs, shipping, registration,
insurance - even the money side.
And make sure the model you
take is right for where you're going.
We'll deliver your car fast and
even when you've gone we'll look

after you with the world's finest service.

Come to our West End show-
room —or any of our dealers - see the
cars and find out how our efficiency
can save you taxing yourself
needlessly.

Giveusa
ring on 01-486 84
or clip the coupon.

Six great ways
fo save tax.

Personal Export Sc:les

Personal Export Sales Volkswagen (GBI Ltd.,
95 Baker Street, London WIM IFB.

Name Pt

Rank

Address

Unit i
Tel: No. evening ¥ MO T
daytime Y|
| aminterested in: ¢ SEL
N e

SD16
N S N N -

Foruse in:

54




Drum Major Andy Keane says
of his statuette: I think it's abso-
lutely marvellous. Everybody who
has seen it remarks on the like-
ness and the very fine detail. Fried
was so painstakingly careful to get
the tartan and the detail of the
battle honours on the sash just
right. It's out of this world.”

And Kenny MacSween said: “It
is excellent. It shows me in High-
land Dress carrying a cornet.
Some of the officers of the regi-
ment had a look at it and they
were amazed that a German
should know so much about the
kilt and the way it hangs.”

Top: Andy Keane as sketched by Fried and below
with part-finished statuette and its creator.

GER!

FRIED SCHRODER is a quiet, unassum-
ing young German schoolmaster living near
Bielefeld. He is also one of the keenest
devotees of British military history and trad-
ition — particularly that of the Scottish
regiments.

The flat he shares with his wife and two
young daughters is crammed with British
military memorabilia — from old suitcases
packed full of bygone Scottish regimental
bonnets to a wardrobe full of old uniforms.
He has books, magazines, old programmes,
a superb collection of Army badges and
many other items of militaria.

Most years the Schroder family visit Scot-
land. They go to the Edinburgh Tattoo and
they look up the many friends they have
made with Scottish regiments who have
served in Rhine Army.

Two of those friends now have permanent
mementoes of their friendship. Kenny
MacSween, band sergeant major of the
Scottish Division School of Music, and
Drum Major Andy Keane, of the 1st Batta-
lion, Royal Scots, are the proud owners of
wooden statuettes of themselves in full dress
uniform.

The statuettes, each of which took two

ODEL§

years of Fried’s spare time, are carved in
lime wood. Using a sharp carving knife he
painstakingly created replicas of the two
men, with no detail of their dress over-
looked. He coloured them with water colour
paint and varnished the final product.

“It just started as a bit of fun and a
challenge”, says Fried, who is also a skilful
cartoonist. “I have a general interest in
British life and Scotland in particular. And I
am especially interested in Army history and
traditions, not only the Scottish regiments
but others like the Life Guards, the Blues
and Royals and the Light Infantry. I find it
all thrilling.”

Fried also has a collection of bugles,
which he occasionally plays for fun. But he
stressed that he is not a militarist and while
he is‘also interested in German military
history and tradition he does not collect
anything from the Nazi era.

His first love will always be the Scottish
regiments and when the pipes play and the
Jocks march anywhere within travelling dis-
tance of Bielefeld you can bet that one of the
audience will be Fried Schroder — the
German who speaks English with a Scottish
accent. a

PICTURE: ARMY PR BERLIN.
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FM21-76: SURVIVAL, EVASION & ESCAPE The Bible GEN“INE
of military survival manuals. Compiled by the U.S.

Service Medal bar BORNED, RADFAN,
SOUTH ARABIA & NORTHERN IRELAND

LS & GC. MM, Pakistan Medals & WWI
F.S. Medal Ribbons at 2p to 3p per inch.
Sam Browne Belts, Blazer Badges. Officers
Slip-on Rank Slides. Collectors Badges &
Medals — a speciality.

Please write by AIR MAIL for our price list
with 30p BPO

YOUSAF & CO, 10 THE MALL
LAHORE 3, PAKISTAN

WANT A REALLY HAPPY
HOLIDAY?

Come pony trekking to our
friendly Welsh hill farm which is
noted for its good food, excel-
lent horses and beautiful scen-
ery. Gymkhanas, camp fires,
games room, licensed bar and

companied children welcome.
Farm, Llanwrthwl, Llandrindod

Wells, Powys. Tel: Rhayader
810627.

Army Special Warfare School, Ft. Bragg. Covers all

Availabls ‘3 P8, Teplecement  Medate) aspects of survival in all climate zones. For use by
ﬁ:,".'f:f’ﬂmﬁ'i"n&' B b ,.?.'F'ia"g'é”\.ﬂ the individual soldier when things go wrong. |
s o A s ey SURVIVAL: Navigation — by land, water, sun and
MALAYA CYPRUS, :532:5555:}";?:6 stars. Hazards — dangerous snakes, fish, mammals

[copy). Old & New IGS Medals with clasps, edible plantS, mammals and fish. (A” illustrated in
Jubilee 35, Coronation 37. Coronation 53, COlOUl’.) Shelter maklng_ All aspects of cold Weather,

63 x 4in; 431 pages; 122-page appendix detailing

variety of farm animals. Unac- Price: £6.95 plus £1 postage & packing

SAE for brochure to Blaen Cwm + SURVIVAL BOOK CATALOGUE — over 700 exciting
books 40p (Stamps 0.K.) FREE with book order

P.T.J. ENTERPRISES (Dept. SFM)
Capel, Liangorse, Brecon, Powys LD3 7UL.

and plants. How to capture, cook and preserve

tropic, sea and desert survival.

EVASION:
Camouflage and
concealment,
breakout and
exfiltration, E &
E lines.

ESCAPE: Capture and
interrogation — what to
expect, what to do. The
escape plan — techniques
and roll call cover-up. This is
the official military document — not a reprint.

plants and animals in colour.
Belongs in every backpack or military library.

SURPLUS

® O.G. SHIRTS

‘Almost anything in genuine

(S.AE.) for catalogue please

® BERETS

® COMBAT CLOTHING
® PARKAS

® BOOTS

® 0.G. TROUSERS

® BRK/DRESS TROUSERS
® '58 WEBBING

® RUCKSACKS

® WATER BOTTLES

govt surplus’

SILVERMAN'S

(Department S)

2/8 Harford Street,
London, E.1.

Tel: 01-790 5257

Personal callers Mon.-Fri.

Nearest Tube — Mile End.

ESCORT - _Fl

STA -

HOME

MARKET
ENQUIRIES
WELCOME

CDRT

+ EXPORT..

GILBERT RICE
350 Newmarket Rd

IA - CAPRI - GRANADA

SPECIAL WARRANTY AND TERMS FOR H.M.FORCES.

Telephone:
0223 69661

'ﬁgggfs'f VEIRT?‘MOCE:AB%GE OF 5 P';_'Iféf("E ® ALL MODELS EQUIPPED FOR
DERIVATIVES AND ENGINES USE IN EUROEE. ..
® 12 MONTH FULL WARRANTY
@QUICK DELIVERY FROM noveuse [ @ FULL NE
el oA DEALERS IN EUROPE TO BACK YOU
® FULL DOCUMENTATION _ SxeoRT =
RANK & NAME . ...... &
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PUZZLING PAIRS

HERE ARE TWELVE anagrams of pairs of
names (gathered at random from history,
legend, literature etc) which are associated
with each other. As an example LATER IT
MUST SIR becomes TRISTRAM —
ISEULT (from Tennyson’s Idylls of the
King).
Now can you solve this dozen?

The competition is open to all readers at

home or overseas and the closing date is
Monday 3 August. The answer and winners’
names will appear in the first fortnightly
SOLDIER due out at the beginning of
October. More than one entry can be sub-
mitted but each must be accompanied by a
‘Competition 275" label. Winners will be
drawn by lots from correct entries. Entries
using OHMS envelopes or pre-paid labels
will be disqualified.

Boils are healed
. Gash on cruises
8. Net a call, Eileen
4. Sell green hat
9. The latent grey
8. Oar vendor ill

N -
-

10. Aid branch cause .
11. Neot many clean tame germs
12. Stoop head in raid

7. Son has mild ale
8. A neat cool pantry
9. Debate certain

O )

COMPETITION 275

08BN ERNRERRERERRRRRRRIRRRERRRS

Send your answers by postcard or letter
with the Competition 275 label from this
page and your name and address to:

Editor
SOLDIER
Ordnance Road
Aldershot
Hants

GU11 2DU

K A Kk ok ok Rk ok ok ok ok Kk
Prizes
£15
£10
£5
£3
Two books

8: SOLDIER free

for six months
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) Did you know that we stock

R apid mail-order service
A nd satistaction guaranteed

OR’s — OFFICER'S BADGES A SPECIALITY

SEND SAE., OR INT. POSTAL COUPON FOR EXTENSIVE
LIST TO:- MISS J.D. NICHOLLS, MAIL
ORDER DEPT. “HENRY DU BORA"”, 20 WELLINGTON ST.
ALDERSHOT HANTS. GU11 1DZ. UK.
OR TELEPHONE US ON ALDERSHOT 22668

4

BLAZER BADGES

Wire or silk, any design

CLUB TIES

WOVEN OR PRINTED

WALL PLAQUES

Prices from £7.50
Discount structure for 6 of more plaques
Packing and postage to U.K. address 30p extra

Send S.A.E. for illustrated brochure

GREENBURGH (Gosport) LTD.

47, HIGH STREET, GOSPORT, HANTS. Tel. 81804.

CHRISTOPHER LEE

bk
BEGAD

Will we Survive the 1980s?

Christopher Lee, the BBC Defence
Correspondent, explains exactly why
the arms race persists, how a Third
World War might come about, what
the effects would be, and what
preparations are being made in the
UK.

% Hamish Hamilton

ELASTICS ELASTICS

strong robust elastics
specially made for the smart soldier. Two
pairs of these green elastics will only cost
you £1 — (incl p&p).

BULK ORDER REDUCTIONS AVAILABLE

WRITE FOR DETAILS

Stepal Trading, Dowgill House, Newby, Clapham,
Lancaster.

New from America —

Please sendme .......... pairs of elastics for which |
enclosef£..........

Your own design on top quality Sweatshirts ‘T Shirts. Hooded
Sweatshirts. Track Suits, Sports Shirts and Lambswool Sweaters.
Ideal for club. college. regiment, pub.team ete.

* ONLY 10 GARMENT MINIMUM ORDER.

* NO CHARGE FOR ARTWORK OR SCREENS.

* DIRECT SCREEN PRINTING-NOT TRANSFERS.

*UP TO 6 COLOUR PRINTING. DEPT SM 55

*ALL SHIRT SIZES & COLOURS AVAILABLE. 130 HEATHPARK

* FAST SERVICE - APPROX 2 WEEKS

M, -
* MONEY BACK GUARANTEE MOUSTRIAL FRTATS et

HONITON, DEVON.

Tel: HONITON (0404) 41148 DEPT SM57
FILLINCOUPON r-7-===--— e e e .

IMR /MRS [miss

OR PHONE :ADDI.ESS
FOR ,
FREE COLOUR

BROCHURE
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givesyou

Cars like the new Ford Escort with its advanced design and
superb value —voted by motoring journalists from 16 countries as the
“Car of the Year 1981". Cars like the Fiesta Popular. Astonishing value
for only £2388*,

And with the new features being introduced into most of the
range, a Ford becomes an outstanding buy.

You'll find new features such as head restraints, push-button
radio, a centre console and clock in the Fiesta L. A trip recorder
passenger door mirror and a quartz clock have been added to the
Cortina L. Tinted glass, opening rear quarter vents, a centre armrest and
glovebox are being built into the Capri GL. A remote-controlled driver’s
door mirror in the Granada L. And that’s only a few of the new added-
value features.

There are special discounts on cars for NATO forces and, of
course, all Ford vehicles are fully equipped to meet B.F.G. legal
requirements which include continental headlamps, rear fog lamps,

passenger door mirror and rear seat belts.
,4/ JA. ‘ For more of a car, think about a Ford.
e { %Maximum tax-free price includes front seat belts.

= Delivery and number plates at extra cost.
Price correct at time of going to press.

@

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE WHOLE RANGE OF 1981 FORDS JUST CONTACT:
ANY FORD DEALER IN BRITAIN, YOUR LOCAL NAAFI CAR SALES SHOWROOM OR OFFICE, OR FORD WEILER, MONCHENGLADBACH, WEST GERMANY,
NIEBAUM AND HAMACHER, HERFORD, WEST GERMANY. NATOCARS, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET.

FORD PERSONAL IMPORT EXPORT LIMITED @Z220







