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N this pa e some weeks ago there appeared a leading article, 0 written f y  me. which bore the heading ". . . Let Him Stand 
Forth." 

Nothing which we have p&lished in SOLDIER has brought 
nearly the same volume of correspondence whkh that article 
brou ht. 
dow ou may Gad some (but by no means all) ofthose letters.' 

out like a beacon in the darkness and for this 14 us give thanks, 
fur it Is a quality not easily distinguishable in our Age. 

You may also remark another quality, implicit or explicit, in 
these teUers. It is a wholly spiritual one; that of Faith. 

N sa that  was reaching Fascism in the 'a. .  . Let HE?:% 
Forth" Teader - an8that they forgot that Jesus ChrM required, 
demanded and got disciples. 

It is  of moment that ttiey were stirred to write sincere! of their 
faith - and that their faith should so dearly be that d the Mon 
of Nazareth. ". . . Let Him Sfdnd Forth'' was no cry for a new demclgogue, 
It was an appeal to eye man to rise up and lead the way in the 

No good comes 2whistlin in the dark and norteacomes of an 
aftitude whkh will not face 3 acts. 

The reek of Hiroshima k heavy in the air, will you but sniff 
this world in which we live 4s confronted W h  thedfimate disaster, 
Oblivion., 

It cun be avoided in one way and one wa only - by each of us 
reolising the burden that lies upon him and t reu n tddekrmine 
that he will ztond forth. ' &ofiidhid. 

Each of trl em has something in common; it is, Sinceriv. It shiner 

OW i t i s  of no moment that some SOLDIER &res 

~ . 

baffle which now en ul x us. 

as the daily Prws. We haw-* bean 
too mady to pray k Gad. when our 
hadan haw xian tlt k caU our country 
k simn thanksgiving servka, or when 
we haw been in d-. Surely, now, 
we can sea that without Hit ald m r y  
dlort it doomed k faiktm - cla 
I. Now SP, 6)14 2 kk 

ou may llketa knaw that I mad yaur Y Edltorlal in SOLDtER No. 16 to some 
40 Ordinanan Candidates wba a n  at 

a Pm-Vamtland 
m n g  e L  and t h 7  were 
deeply im renad with It. I an 

-Rev. Mark Gmem, SCF. Wa- 
l k  Chkwch House, 8 Corps Dhmct. 

any reader d SOLDIER lclt in 
Mnneff a wannlng keiing that in him 

them weta some or all d t h e  fine 
quailties yon nwntionad. fh.n let him 
not delude h i d  with the M e a  the 
he is a Messiah but Id him qef tagather 
in a polmcal pariy with these who sham 
hit id- - he win Rnd plenty if ha 
looks - and Is) him then R M and 
wark and organise an aqua knnr 

?. 6. with thew athen. 

ha 
yau may f! nd your man to d f a r t E  

B 
Maxwmll. I S  scoltkh IYDi", Ha 

id natthe Oarmana daw thenndws D to k kd kcalae it w a  aotirta 
let samebody .Ire do what s b i d  have 
k e n  their awn ob? Braadty speak1 
maiiiteadkrt I emmagoai.andA 
mora thou@ and learning we shall 
astanbh arndvcr by being an the 
right mad - tagather; and with a 
pacemaker mthar than a leader. 

Let us abey wr camcienea and we 
than CCOM to k"a man ofraw; but 
until we do punue that painful pmw- 
dure+dodancaumgeanattqrdictatar, 
SOLDER It was fha "Leaden d Man" 
who caused the war. - Sjt. L M. 

W F  

m a m a .  

M WMZ n E- 

-4 
ay I make an emphatic 

Mqainst tim pessimism e 
aditwfal of 29 September. We &n face 
r a l ~ w i t h o u t f a l l i  i n toas ta teo f  
misery: hu and%iplemsnass. No 
dalnocrrry was ever ueatad wnnhovl 
same suhrlng and p@n, and na doubt 
then will k much man ktors we 

n the happinma w comlMwI folk c! im to k pa&bia..But that it na 
runan ta lapse inta morbid self-pity, 
the pity thal .IMo'actian. 

anca 4, for a m- id!% 
haw kith in wmlva. in our twa gaad 
hands. in our achievements and our 
aqaniratlont. We have nat faikd in the 
p a t  and, conlid.nt in the strength d 
the ordinary paopb everywhen. wc 
shall nol fail in the M u m  - Sjt. 

Weda notay, as some German 

H.C noguJ# Eritbh u.bOnNc0. n w%an riom cor. ArmQ 
wg. -pogm 

fad obliged k mg*hr my strong I dbopptwai d the editariai in a 
rsccnt iwe dSOLDi6R. It an rounds 
beautiful- fha1#palmLutasbaautffut 
as it did to+R war- ~ i a m  whmn 
Bmna MMdini oppaclred on the.am 
to save them fmm mr). a i l m d  in the 
kbok - but nat w ~ u L t o d a y .  

ian idealism 
I g iw  the editorial fl 23 ass hanoun. 
As a c o n s h v d i w a u g t o w a r d a  a 
betterardcr in Pit wadd 1ranrid.r n 
d.plombk.-and d u c i v r  tomrrdr 
apathy within the BAOR as they (in ' 
wr awn weds) wan far him "ta 

id  p ussaw wrsahs, kr we know we 
(VC QI thq ad e affd-, and we 

SpWtting kr myself, I haw already 
chosen my repmdafiw. wba will. in 
due mum. stand fah  in thatpad aid 
ndoubt of d , the British 

d P a x  - uc P. 
R. Iorby. PqX. (ObStqIns Pos#.JIAF. 

hank yau farthe 8 ndM lead& T "...kit Him Sand L . 9  in issue 
NalbThhh w e W t o k d p .  
u s s a w t h e - % m ~  

As an rmmph d 

araasmmsaaid. 

*-onPa9am - 

D E R S . T A N D  U N R R A  

t h a t i f t h e m i s a m a n  

the Mien. would follow him. if ha 
cauid cum the ills of the wadd. How 
are we to know that ha is capable? R 
h ' t  need that acelleAl indltuNon 
A K A  to make one realise that we 
wanttowarbocalaethe German nation 
4 k q M  they had such a man. Promises 
dkn make vary thin pie-crusl, and one 
man's artlmatka d hit awn powers 
cannot k taken for granted like that. 

We don't need a man to lead us. 
We're capable d =fin what we want 
and 1 think we'n capate d wsurlng 
that we get R. loo. U we am dothat in 
our awn muntry the rest d tha world 
must bendt, and anyway I haven't 
saen much daspandanq in.Balgium 
or Hdiand . We'n naf afraid. Mr. Milor. I think 
we con oma oundvg T mdr. A. 

Y Y F  enHy strang in the world, we, 

c r- strfia w 
~ 

t was a p k a w ~  k mad wmath 
Ithai was not sa matwiaw-mia 

I She would have a hard time 
this winter if there were nobody 
to look after her. Arrangements 

to do so are well in hand. 

The core oi UNRRA's problem. 
All  his belongings are in his 
sack. and there are a million 

like him. 
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L This is a part of Krupps works at Essen after HIS TOWN: visits by the RAF. It is amid wreckage like this that 

theRuhrminerlivesand warks,though hischiefwarry is not housing but food. 

Wing atoner 
here he b e t  
daily ration I 

L A N C A S H I K E  M I N R  
e?' .  .' 
-..: . .  







L 
to AA The shdi was known 

gunners as "8omo". Its radio 
sd occupied a span onlyfive- 
and-a-half inches high and less 

than two inches across. A 

Mr. Alexander Rangobe. who was 
responsible for lhe development of 

-1he dwarf valves. 

Dr. E. S. Shire, eo-inventor of the fuze 
which beat the flying bombs. 

"I have come to regard it as one of my babies", says 
Mr. David Stenning, one of !he original members of lhe 

team which developed lhe invention. / 
hell I 4.u were kthstand &e enoriour strain ani E. J. GROVE (Capt.) 

I' x O L ' H '  K n 1 N H 

I 
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Royal Tank Regimen 



ALL THE STORY ' 

Echt and Sclulburg and up to the River 
Rwr. The Queen's Brigade had ceased 
to exist by this time: the 116 and In 
Battalions were withdrawn and replaced 
by 2 Battdlion Devonshire Regiment 
and 9 Battalion Durham Light Infantry. 
lrom 50 (Northumbrian) Division. 

"The long Swm" 
Just before the final attack to clear 

the Maas pockets the Division moved- 
back to Weert to prepare for the Rhine 
crossing and eventually followed the 
assault t roop  over on 27 March for the 
final ieal encounter with the Wehr- 

macht in the classic 
defence position of B the Teutobnrger 
Wald. which wIU 
held by fanatical 
fighters of the Ger- 
man NCO School. 
But the opposition 
crumbled and the 
5al "lona swan'. 

Berlin. The only regret was that the 
entire Division could not travel on the 
last "swan". It was operationally 
necessary to leave behind in Schleswig- 
Holstein the men and armour of the 
Inniskillings and I and 5 Royal Tank 
Regiments. the guns and Gunners of 
IJi Light AA Regiment, which had been 
shooting hell out of the Luftwaffe from 
the desert onwards, and 1 Battalion 
RiUe Brigade. 

The German capital had been a dream 
so many hundreds of miles away-a 
dream expressed in simple slogans like 
"Berlin or Bust" chalked on the sides 
of fighting vehicles. But it came true in 
the magnificent victory parade down 
the Charlottenhurger Chaussee on 
21 July. when Mr. Winston Churchill 
stood and took in the the Union salute Jack-draped as the massed stand 

armour. guns and Infantry passed by: 
3 and 5 Royal Horse Artillery. 8 and 
11 Hussars. 3 Independent Company of 
the Royal Northumberland Fusiliers. 
the massed carrier. mortar and anti- 
tank platoons of 131 Lorried Infantry 
Brigade, the Divisional Royal Engineers. 
If5 Queen's and 2 Devonr, the men of 
131 Field Ambulance and 507 Troop 
Carrying Company of the RASC. who 
had also started the journey at El 
Alamein. 

Tale For The Ages 

The 1/5 Battalion of the Queen's 
figured in a very apirited battle for the 
bridge over the River Samo at scafati 
during this advance. and, under Lt-Col 
Michael Forrester. severely bounced 
the Hennann Goering Division Which 
was trying to blow it up. 

IwI.lr chapter 
First British troops into Naples were 

the armoured cars of the King's Dra- 
goon Guards, who were temporarily 
under command, m t  the main body 
went sound by Vesuvius with 22 Brigade 
in the sparhead. The next hurdle wM 
the crossing of the Voltumo, c d e d  
out very succeufully by the Qneen's 
Brigade, and wup to the banL. of the 
River G a r i g h o ,  driving the bitterly 
resisting enemy yard by yard Then 
news came through that the Desert Rats 
were to go back to England and In Dec- 
ember they were on the high seas for 
home. 

By this time there were many char- 
acteristics whereby a Desert Rat might 
be identified without reference to the 
Jerboa divisional sign on his sleeve. 
and, apart from certain peculiarities in 
dress, not the least of these WM hia 
own particular brand of slang which 
embraced many odd words of Arabic 
and Italian. When s6Idiers gathered in 
the old public houes of Norfolk for 
the evening plnt after a d q   of^ training 
for Normandy. the locals never failed 
to wonder at the queer .phrares of 
which they could make neither head 
nor tail. 

PLnt Armour In R.nce 
And so the day arrived for which 

ail the peoples of Europe had been 
waiting: 6 June 1SceDDay. And 
usual, ?Armoured Division was in front 
from the start, getting-the lint ar1110ur 
ashore on the Arromauches beaches on 
D plus l' and 2. The concentration WaS 
made just north of Bayeux and the 
Desert Rat. went into their m t  engage- 
ment at TiUy-nwSeuIer. VUlers Bocage 
was the next objective. but as elements 
of 22 Brigade arrived in the town they 
ware countsr-att.clrsd by 2 P a r e  
Dlvisiw and one squadron of 4 City 
of London Yaomanrg wem cut off as 
the Brigade withdrew to high ground 

~ 

to establish a line with the Americans. 
It was at this time that the 1/6 Queen's 
had a sharp engagement with panzer 
grenadiers who almost overran the 
position, hut the Surrey-recruited sol- 
diers would not budge and finally threw 
the enemy out with very heavy cas- 

Several tasks in the closing of the 
Falaise Gap were allotted to the Di- 
vision. Any large-scale armoured action 
was handicapped by the adverse ground, 
but the Infantry took its full share Of 
the dogged individual fighting which 
terminated in the closing of the Gap 

-and the break-out towards the Seine. 

ualties. 

. 
1.OOO PNOners Daily 

The Seine was c r o w d  at the pic- 
e township of Les Andelp after %-2Ih e "swan" from Lisieux. and then 

the armour came into its own with the 
Desert Rats keeping company with 
11 Armoured Division and the Guards 
Armoured Mvision in parallel thrusts 
across France. An average of U )  miles 
and 1,oOO prisoners a day was mSb- 
tained by the Division until the Somme 
was crossed and the battle passed into 
Belgium, where the Desert Rata' fint 
action was to liberate Ghent. 

Then on towards Antwerp and aaoss  
the mase of canals to the bridgehead 
on the Albert Canal to reopen the road 
to the Airborne men'of Amhem (the 
road had been cut at  Eindhoven) before 
taking part in the attack on s'Hertogen- 
bosch and clearing up the area south of 
the M ~ M  and north of Tilburg. 

Nkw Commander 
Maj-Gen. Erskine had left to take 

over the post of Chief of the Allied 
Military Mission in Belgium, and Map 
Gen Lyne asfamed command of the 
Division in Novemher. Just before 
CMstmas the River Maas was d 

'and certain elements of the Lorried 
Infantry Brigade took up posltions near 
Sittard just inside the German border. 

Fighting in the white hell of. bitter 
winter weather, the Desert Rats thonght 
longbgly of burning North African 
aaya as they engaged the enemy at 

J ... /-. 
b /' 

, 
was undei way- - across the River 

ier Weser and UD to 

/ '  , 
B 

1. M.K. Spurling. the o u t a ~ ~ t .  of B ~ s -  
men before moving 

DSO. sharply east to Ham- 
bum. 

H. f i t h e  King imp&- 
ing troop at Tripoli. 
whlch the Division 
wrm Ard to enter. Hamburg was the ond. While the 

Division closed in on Hamburg and the 
guns of 3 and 4 RHA pounded targets 
ahead of the armour d&g in on the 
banks of the Elbe. a white flag party 
cr-d into our lines. 

The surrender of Hamburg paved me 
way to the general surrender of tbe 
German armed t o m .  While Karl Kauf- 
mam. the Gauleiter, was surrendering 
the city to Brigadier J. M. K. Spurliq 
(commanding 131 Lorrled Infantry Bri- 
gade) in the ornate council chamber of 
the City Hall, Admiral von Friedhurg 
and monocled General Kinsell, m e f -  
of-Staff to FieldMarshal Busch. .who 
had been passed through our he% 
were at  Second Army HQ negotiating 
for the find fall of the curtain. 

The last chapter of the Desert Rats' 
glorious history of victory was written 
when the Division 'was ordered to 
occupy the British occnpational zone of 

"Dear Desert Rats." the former Prime 
Minister called them when the victory 
parade had passed and the dust of Ber- 
lin had settled on the streets again. 
:'May your glory ever shine,'' he added, 
"May your laurels never fade; may the 
memory of this glorious pilgrimage 
which you have made from El Alamein 
to Berlin never die . '. . 

"YQurr is a march unsurpassed 
throughout all the story of war. May 
fathers long tell their sons of their 
exploits. may you all feel that in 
following your commanders you have 
accomplished something which has done 
good to the whole world, has raised the 
honour of your own country. and of 
which every one of you has a right to 
he proud." 

JOHN. GORDON ( a p t . )  - 
PAGf 1; 
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-l%reJa wop jo Listen 
Mauie. be _ _  knew, ~ appealed In differ- 

ent ways-to dUfarent people. Sozbe 
mead to muslc Itb their heart. 
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Mayo says, "Excuse me, 

OOLL IT UP 

S E N D  IT  HOME 
AND Q 

I 

. weighs more than 
two ounces, a 
penny stamp must 1 b e  affixed here. y 
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