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Bristol Merchant ¢ Finance Limited
Head Office: ST. THOMAS STREET =< BRISTOL 1. Tel.: 24979 & 293728

SERVICES CREDIT SCHEME

Bristol Merchant Finance Limited introduced their ‘‘Services Credit
Scheme,’” especially designed as a personal and confidential credit
service for Commissioned Officers and Senior N.C.O.’s of HER
MAJESTY’S ARMED FORCES, some years ago.

This scheme enables all types of motor vehicles, both new and second-
hand, to be purchased on credit without formality at the lowest

possible cost.

Write for full details to our Head Office, or if you have already selected a vehicle, please complete the
form below. :

Full Name

Period of Hire Required

Further details required by you:—
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Who said girls can’t
play darts?

I enjoy a glass of beer at the local
and we’ve been here quite often, but
today is the first time I've ever
played darts. It’s easy. That first one
was just for practice. Now I'm con-
centrating. This time I'm going to

hit the board—I know it !

Beer,
it’s lovely!

ISAVED BY THE BREWERS SOCIETY, 42 PORTMAN SQUARE. LOXDOX, W, |
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Wills cigars put you at ease
for Christmas. How about a pack of

Wills Whiffs or a Castella Panatella
with your Christmas pint?
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COTCH WHEREVE
RARE SCOTCH WHISKY NEST SCOTCH W
THE FINEST SCOT
! ARE! THE

THE FINEST SCOTCH WHEREVER YOU ARE
YOU ARE! THE FINEST SCOTCH WHEREVER
HEREVER YOU ARE! THE FINEST SCOTCH
COTCH WHEREVER YOU ARE! THE FINESY
FINEST SCOTCH WHEREVER YOU ARE!' J
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Why Ronson Premier is
the world’s most wanted lighter

A lot of brainpower went into the design of this first
Varaflame. Tiny parts had to be correct to within one
ten-thousandth of an inch. Today as many as 60 different
tests are carried out on every Ronson Varaflame Premier.
That’s why it’s still the world’s leading gas lighter. Ask to
see the Ronson Premier next time you’re in the NAAFI.

Only Ronson have the unique Varaflame
system that gives you< instantly adjustable O N S O N
flame height % 5-second refuelling #% up to

12 months of lights from one Multi-Fill, \ \ ;
WORLD'S GREATEST LIGHTERS Ask for it at N.A.A.F.Il.

. FINEST S
ARE! THE
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ARIEL DESIGN
shortens

the miles

LEADER
£219.12.0 inc. p.t.

ARIEL = |

TOMORROW'S DESIGN -TODAY!

ARROW SUPER SPORTS
£206.8.0 inc. p.t.

When you finally get an Ariel, you'll find it's designed
for much more than eye value. That flowing line means
strength—a tough steel “‘chassis," light and extra rigid
for superb steering and road holding. The Ariel is
planned and built as the finest possible two-wheeled
vehicle; with a smooth rush of power from its 250 c.c.
twin, it shortens any journey, on the motorway or
through winding lanes. Whether you choose the high-
performance Super Sports, the simpler Arrow, or the
de luxe Leader, your Ariel gives you a new kind of
motorcycling: a new conception of comfort, safety,
control. And there's a range of designed accessories
to heighten your enjoyment.

ARIEL MOTORS LTD., BIRMINGHAM 29
Please send full-colour catalogue

— —

-
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ARIEL MOTORS LTD., A MEMBER OF THE BIRMINGHAM SMALL ARMS GROUP OF COMPANIES.

PAGE 4



Vol. 18, No.9 SOLDIER NOVEMBER 1962

THE BRITISH _# KXRMY MAGAZINE
Libya, 4 piastres; Cyprus, 40 mils; Malaya, 30 cents; Hong Kong, 60 cents; East Africa, 75 cents; West Africa, 9d.

wastes to keep the Western world bustling and bring fabulous riches
to the East. Oil that starts a modern gold rush, putting unheard-of
Kuwait on the map—and making it the sudden target of covetous eyes.

Kuwait lives on oil, in a broiling heat that blistered the British “fire
brigade” force sent there to defend the precious oil fields when, soon after
Kuwait had declared its independence, Kassem announced his intention of
absorbing into Iraq this new gold-mine.

The British intervened at the request of the Amir of Kuwait and, when
the troops withdrew, a small liaison team remained behind, at the request
of Brigadier Mubarak, Deputy Commander of the Kuwaiti Army and a
product of Sandhurst. For 17 months now this Liaison Team has been hard
at work helping to bring the Kuwait Armed Forces, which were on the point
of expanding and reorganising when the country became independent, to a
degree where they can themselves defend the life blood of their new
prosperity.

Through the Team’s European eyes, Kuwait has all the fantasy of the
Arabian Nights. American Cadillacs are parked outside lean-to shacks and
the Bedouin in their desert tents watch programmes from Baghdad on
transistorised Japanese television sets. The roads diverging from the capital
are rapidly being converted into dual carriage highways flanked by avenues

OVER...

OIL. Crude, thick, black oil. Gushing up endlessly from below desert

IN AN ARABIAN NIGHTS ATMOSPHERE, BRITISH SOLDIERS ARE HELPING TO
BUILD OIL-WEALTHY KUWAIT'S ARMY INTO A HIGHLY MOBILE FORCE WHICH

WILL BE ABLE TO DEFEND THE NEWLY-INDEPENDENT STATE'S LIFE BLOOD : . :
PAGE 5



OIL-FIRED ARMY corinues

of trees and, in a country where there is
practically no natural fresh water, the
sprinklers in every garden flow throughout
the hours of daylight, thanks to a modern
distillation plant which daily produces
six million gallons of fresh water from the
sea.

In the sun at midday the temperature can
rise to 170 degrees Fahrenheit in summer,
but air-conditioning has made living com-
fortable for the greater part of the popula-
tion.

The Liaison Team succeeded a British
Mission established in 1952. Members of
the team, all volunteers, are seconded to the
Kuwaiti Army for an initial period of a year.
If they wish to do so and their work is up
to the very high standard which their Com-
mander, Lieutenant-Colonel G. R. K. Lyon,
of the 3rd Carabiniers, demands, they may
extend their tour year by year. Staff-
Sergeant Henry Bujko, of The Royal
Dragoons, who instructs on armoured fight-
ing vehicles, has served in Kuwait since
1956, and is happy to continue. For others,
one year proves enough.

The success of the Liaisen Team’s mis-
sion depends on cordial relations with the
Kuwaitis, and on the personal example set
by its junior members. Lieutenant-Colonel
Lyon is able to do much to foster under-
- standing.

He is a fluent Arabic speaker who
served in the Sudan and with the Aden
Protectorate Levies before taking up his
present appointment.

Apart from speaking the language he has
a deep understanding of the Arab mentality;
among other things he realises that when
a member of the Kuwaiti Staff fails to do
something which he has promised, it is more
probably due to his being too polite to refuse
a request in the first place, even though he
knew there was no possibility of ever com-

plying, than to forgetfulness or mere in-
efficiency. This knowledge can be extremely
useful when it comes to soothing an indig-
nant instructor who feels that his efforts are
being thwarted because the Kuwaitis have
failed to fulfil some simple agreement.

Working under him, Lieutenant-Colonel
Lyon has a team of instructors who are all
responsible for advising on one or more
aspects of military training. Their numbers
are so few that rarely, if ever, can an instruc-
tor be allowed to concentrate on one subject
alone. -

Drill and ceremonial are the special
province of Regimental Sergeant-Major
J. B. Finnie, of the Scots Guards. Regi-
mental sergeant-majors and drill sergeants
of the Brigade of Guards have for many
years watched a motley assortment of
recruits walk through the Depot gates at
Caterham and Pirbright and seen them
walk out of the same gates as trained soldiers
—and a credit to the Brigade—only a few
weeks later, but few of them could ever have
been faced with the problems which beset
Regimental Sergeant-Major Finnie.

But he has brought his Kuwaiti instruc-
tors up to a standard where they are able to

B.rigmiier Sheikh Mubarak discussing an exercise with his senior commanders and
his staff officers while Lieutenant-Colonel Lyon (right) sits in on the conference.
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turn out, at the end of six weeks’ training,
men who could take their place on any
parade ground. Since his knowledge of
Arabic is limited to the basic words of com-
mand, and these have often been learned
when preparing his next day’s work, per-
sonal example is the only way in which he
can get his instruction across to his squad.
And the general bearing and turnout of the
Kuwaitis reflect the high standard which he
sets.

Sergeant D. Macey, Coldstream Guards,
is in charge of weapon training and assists
the Regimental Sergeant-Major with drill.
Whatever change of thought there may be
in Western armies as to the value of close
order drill and the barrack square, no doubts
exist in the mind of Brigadier Mubarak as
to their worth in converting the tribesmen
and Bedouin, who make up his rank and file,
into disciplined and trained soldiers.

Other aspects of training have their own
advisers; among them Sergeant D. Alder-
kin, Royal Engineers, assists with field
engineering and particularly mine warfare,
while Staff-Sergeant W. Jamieson and Staff-
Sergeant A. Cox, of the Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers, give a guiding hand
with vehicle repair and maintenance.

Unfortunately for the British instructors,
they remain on British Army rates of pay.
A recruit in the Kuwaiti Army is paid £45 a
month on enlistment and £65 a month on
completion of six weeks’ recruit training!
Rates of pay for higher ranks—the rank
structure is similar to that of the British
Army though, because of the shortage of
officers, many junior officers and in some
cases senior non-commissioned officers hold
appointments senior to their ranks—are
correspondingly greater than those of
equivalents in British service.

But there are compensations for the
Liaison Team members in Kuwait. Their
pay is from Kuwaiti funds and is not subject
to income tax. Married men have excellently
furnished and air-conditioned quarters free
of charge.

Electricity and gas are free, too. Their
only expenses are for food, drink and
clothing, but the cost of these is high. Many
of the Team have friends among the oil com-
pany employees and enjoy a social life with
them but the recent withdrawal of honorary
membership of the company’s club, which
the Team used to enjoy, is a heavy blow
where recreational facilities are limited.

Even with the demand created by the

Left: The Amir of Kuwait
watches a ceremonial par-
ade whichmarked Kuwait’s
Independcnce Day . .. And,
right, the Army’s regi-
ments dip their Colours in
salute as they march past
the Amir’s garlanded dais.

large-scale increase of the Kuwaiti Army to
its present size of 5000 men there is no
shortage of recruits.

This expansion more than trebled the
manpower and more than doubled the
Army’s strength in armoured fighting
vehicles. Organised generally on the lines
of a British brigade group, the Kuwaiti Army
has Centurion tanks, Daimler armoured
cars, which are gradually being replaced,
Saladins and American soft-skinned
vehicles. It has a high proportion of Mobats
and is the first Army in the world to have
the British Vigilant guided anti-tank missile
in operational quantities.

The only non-British weapon is the
Kuwaiti soldier’s rifle. Because supplies of
the standard self-loading rifle were not
readily available, the Army equipped itself
with the Belgian FN, from which the SLR

Regimental Sergeant-
Major J. B. Finnie, Scots
Guards, gives a cautionary
command=——in Arabic—
to a squad of Kuwaitis.

Left:Sergeant Dave Macey,
Coldstream Guards, keeps
an eye on a Kuwaiti Com-
mando practising gun drill.

Staff-Sergeant Arthur Cox,
Royal Electrical and Mech-
anical Engineers, gives a
hand in the maintenance of
this Saladin armoured car.
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was developed. The Kuwaiti soldier wears
boots and gaiters and shirt and slacks
similar to British khaki drill but of a
better, American-type cloth. The officers
wear bush shirts. The beret is replacing the
traditional Arab type headdress except for
ceremonial occasions. The British 1939
pattern equipment is being replaced by
later patterns.

Living conditions are excellent by any
standard. Troops are housed in stone bar-
racks, all of recent construction. “I want the
best men—and to get them I am prepared
to provide the best conditions,” says Briga-
dier Mubarak. The soldiers spend much of
their off-duty time drinking coffee and talk-
ing—they are great talkers—in the canteens.
They are not keen sportsmen but, as every-
where in the Arab world, play Soccer,
especially in winter. The Mohammedan
religion is strictly observed. Drunkenness
is unknown and the Army deals severely
with soldiers drinking any alcohol.

A recent addition to the order of battle is
a Commando Brigade of about 800 men.
This unit would be used for operations
similar to those carried out by special forces
in the Western Desert during World War
Two. Captain Hamish Emslie, Royal
Marines, who previously instructed Royal
Marine Commandos at Lympstone, in
Devon, is responsible with Lieutenant-
Colonel Wajih Al Madani, the Brigade
Commander, for the training. Again, as he

OVER...
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speaks little Arabic, Captain Emslie’s suc-
cesses depend on his personal example.
This includes leading squads of trainees on
forced marches through the desert, where
the thermometer reads 140 degrees and
the sand is so hot that feet are burned
even through the soles of ammunition
boots.

From his experience with the British
Army, both on his attachment and during
the crisis of 1961, when he formed an in-
tense admiration for Brigadier D. G. T.
Horsford DSO, who was commanding 24th
Brigade Group, Brigadier Mubarak realises
that individual training is not enough on its
own, and that the eventual success of armies
depends on efficient command and staff pro-
cedure. This can be practised only on
formation training, so during the cooler
winter months the Army spends much of its
time on unit and brigade exercises in the
desert.

This has disclosed the one gap in the
present organisation which Brigadier
Mubarak is finding difficult to fill. This is
to provide sufficient officers of the quality
he needs to lead his new Army. To over-
come this he is starting a new officers’ train-
ing school with a course based on Eaton Hall
and Sandhurst. Brigadier Mubarak’s mind
is obviously filled with pleasant memories
when he says that his new venture will be

«

the “Sandhurst of Arabia.” He also in-
tends to run courses for officers of company
commander and equivalent level.

Much has been achieved during these 17
months. In June, on the first anniversary of
Kuwaiti independence, the Army staged a

full-scale ceremonial parade and march past

for the Amir. Military observers from
foreign states, includi representatives
from Headquarters, Middle East Command,
in Aden, were impressed by the bearing of
the soldiers and the parade’s atmosphere of
efficiency.

This demonstration of modern weapons
in the hands of trained soldiers should cause
any potential aggressor to pause and could
well prove to be an important factor in the
preservation of peace in the Middle East.
Brigadier Mubarak is emphatic in his
assertions that the Kuwaitis will never
start a war—but that they will always be
ready to counter any aggression on the part
of others.

His words are now backed by a young but
well-trained and heavily-equipped Army
designed to act as a highly mobile force for
defensive operations in desert conditions.
And behind it all Britain is still bound by
treaty with the Amir to go to his assistance
again should he ask for it.

From a report by Joint Public Relations
Staff, Middle East Command.

Outside Jaiwan Camp, a crowd of would-be recruits (in background) watch the Army

[ Kl T

Headquarters Military Police detachment and guard as they turn out for inspection.
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HE man to whom the Amir of Kuwait

entrusted the task of creating a self-
sufficient Army which could look after
Kuwaiti interests with less dependence on
outside help is Brigadier Sheihk Mubarak
Abdullah Al Jaber Al Sabah.

This colourful young soldier—he is in
his early thirties—took up his appointment
as Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces in March, 1961. He was
educated in England, at Millfield School.
From there he went on to Eaton Hall
Officer Cadet School and then to Sand-
hurst.

On leaving the Royal Military Academy,
Brigadier Mubarak served an attachment
with The South Staffordshire Regiment,
which he still describes as the best and
happiest Regiment in the British Army,
and with the Ist King’s Dragoon Guards.
During this period he became a sincere
admirer of the training and traditions of
the British Army, and this is reflected in
his reorganisation of the Kuwait Army.



'Only rarely, in this century, have the Highlanders seen the men of their own Regiment. So the Ist Battalion
of The Black Watch took its men home to show its ain folk how today’s Army moves and fights

The reel, the march and the strathspey rang, too, through

Perth and Pitlochry, Blairgowrie, Carnoustie, Dunferm-
line, Dunblane . . . And with the pipes and drums came the troops,
displaying their skill in battle techniques, bayonet fighting and
unarmed combat. The famous red hackle was back in Scotland.

The Black Watch had come home.
Scotland’s senior Highland regiment had, since World War

THE skirl of the pipes sang through the streets of Dundee.

-~ Two, been busy in the world’s trouble spots—Germany, Korea,
Kenya, Cyprus—but, for the first time in 25 years, the
Ist Battalion had a home posting. Now it was to show how things
should be done, taking over as Demonstration Battalion at the
19 School of Infantry, Warminster.

But at the first term-end the Battalion packed its bags and took
the high road—to Perthshire, Angus, and Fife, where the bulk of

; the Regiment is recruited, to revisit places it had not seen—nor
been seen in—for years.
2 In an intensive five-week campaign The Black Watch pre-

sented 33 displays and miniature tattoos throughout the three
counties, beginning with a spectacular display at the Crieff
Games where the Pipes and Drums of the Regular weare joined

: by those of the two Territorial battalions to form a 100-strong
: pipe band.
Happily the Battalion’s home-coming coincided with the silver

OVER...
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Men of “B” Company
and the Battalion Mili-
tary Band on parade
for the show held in
Cockshaugh Park at
St. Andrews in Fife.

Right: A Champ lead-
ing a cavalcade of to-
day’s Infantry vehicles
through the old West
Port in St. Andrews.

Right: Jimmy Edwards?
No, but Private John Cook
bears a striking resemb-
lance to the professor.
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Half-time at Dens Park during Dun-
dee’s home game against Aberdeen—
and The Black Watch Pipes and
Drums are entertaining the crowd.

Photographs by SOLDIER
Cameraman FRANK TOMPSETT

continuing B LAC K
WATCH

jubilee as Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiment
of Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, and
a highlight of the tour was her visit to Perth,
headquarters of the Regiment since the last

- century, for a ceremony to honour the

occasion. Here, too, history was made as
the Regular and Territorial battalions
paraded together for the first time ever.
Alongside the 1st Battalion were the
4th/5th Battalion (Dundee and Angus), the
6th/7th Battalion (Perthshire and Fife), the
Old Comrades and affiliated units of the
Army Cadet Force. It was a memorable
family occasion in which all Perth shared.
On parade in the 1st Battalion alone were
five sets of brothers: The Pennys and the
Duffs from Dundee, the Beedies from
Blairgowrie, the Duffies from Newcastle and
the Hamilton twins from Cumberland. Of
the officers, 12 have relatives in the Regiment
and four are sons of former officers. Two
officers, Captain Peter Carthew and Lieu-
tenant Colin Innes, had both fathers and
grandfathers who commanded Black Watch
battalions, and a young bandsman, Drum-
mer Edward Docherty, is also following in
his father’s and grandfather’s footsteps.
Other highlights of the Battalion’s home-
coming were the Regiment’s Highland

Games at Budden, on the banks of the Tay,

where the Battalion was encamped, and a
nostalgic drumhead service at Aberfeldy
in Perthshire, where the newly-formed

Black Watch held its first parade 223 years

ago.

The Battalion made a more tangible con-
tribution to the welfare of the community
when a blood transfusion unit from Dundee
Royal Infirmary visited Budden Camp.
There were 400 volunteers, far more than
the unit could cope with, but by the end of

-
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the day the Scots had given 149 pints of
blood. :

This month, after block leave, the Batta-
lion returns to the School of Infantry to
resume demonstrations for subalterns and
senior officers on the platoon commanders’
and company commanders’ courses, display-
ing what a platoon and company are capable
of in attack and defence, and showing how
things should be done “by the book.”

First the Battalion demonstrates all Infan-
try weapons and their capabilities, and the

fire power of a platoon. Battlecraft, at

platoon and company level, is another dis-
play, showing how troops should support
one another with covering fire as they
advance. Perhaps the most impressive
demonstration is of company fire power,
staged at night with all weapons firing tracer.
Guns from the School of Artillery, Lark-
hill, and a squadron of tanks of the 3rd
Carabiniers add to the spectacle.

There are also mock attacks and, later,
exercises in which the Scotsmen act as
enemy for the students. Other demonstra-
tions include mine-laying and detecting, lay-
ing and negotiating barbed wire, and attacks
from helicopters.

Keeping pace with modern Infantry
techniques, the Battalion has formed an
armoured personnel carrier platoon. “A”
Company provides a rifle platoon for demon-
stration purposes at Mons Officer Cadet
School, Aldershot. A support platoon at the
Support Weapons Wing of the School of
Infantry, in Netheravon, and a section at
the Small Arms School, Hythe, are other
Battalion commitments. Another role for
members of “A” Company is a starring one

in a film being made to illustrate Infantry-

tank co-operation.

In their first battle, at Fontenoy in 1745,
men of The Black Watch were described as
“Highland furies.” In 1962 that fighting
spirit is still undisputed, but the Regiment,
by the nature of its new role, can add a new
distinction to the long list—as the Army’s
foremost exponent of copybook Infantry

fighting!
PETER ]. DAVIES

KEEPING THE PEACE

In Cyprus the Battalion had been doing the
job for which The Black Watch was formed—
that of keeping the peace.

It was in 1725 that six companies were

formed in the Scottish Highlands to stop.

fighting between the clans and prevent
plotting against the Government. Because
of their dark Government tartan and their
police role they became known as The Black
Watch.

Fourteen years later the companies were

formed into a regiment, and The Black Watch
soon saw action in France. In their first
battle, at Fontenoy, the Highlanders earned
a reputation that was to be maintained to this
day. Later the Regiment fought in America,
Egypt, the Peninsular War, the Crimea, the

Indian Mutiny, Ashanti and the Boer War.

In World War One, The Black Watch was
in practically every battle from the retreat
from Mons to the final offensive, and equally
in World War Two it was in action on almost
every major front—at Dunkirk and St.
Valery and in British Somaliland, Crete, the
Western Desert, Italy, Burma and North-
West Europe.

More recently, as the tension eased in
Cyprus, the Regiment turned its attention to
sport. Last year brought a third successive
victory in the island’s pentathlon champion-
ship, victories in the swimming and rifle
competitions, and runners-up medals in the
football championship after winning the
previous year.

R,

Spare a thought for the man on the wire as a comrade makes a

human bridge of him during a demonstration at Warminster.

"

COVE
PICTURE

IKE the ancient Greeks,
men of The Black
Watch emerge from

their “Trojan horse'’ (the
Armoured Personnel Car-
rier FV 432, now officially
called Trojan) and dash
forward to the attack un-
der cover of a smoke
screen. The scene is Salis-
bury Plain during one of
the many displays of copy-
book Infantry fighting
which fall to the 1st Bat-
talion in its capacity as
Demonstration Battalion
at the School of Infantry,
Warminster.

TRIPLE ENTENTE—AND CORDIALE!

HE families of three company commanders of the ‘ist Battalion demonstrated the
Regiment’s family spirit during its stay in Scotland.: They; their wives, eight children and
seven dogs formed a major family unit in'spacious Baldovan House, Dundee.

The strongest contingent was ‘“‘commanded’’ by Major lfan Critchley, who also commands
“A’" Company. It comprised Mrs. Critchley, their four children, Anna (ten), Bruce (eight),
Julia (five) and baby Adrian, plus three dogs—two Pekingese and a Labrador.

The Watson “clan’’ was headed by Major Mungo Watson (“C’’ Company) with Mrs. Wat-
son and their three children, Alistair (nine), Patrick (seven) and daughter Shane (two).
Major Bruce Hamilton (“‘B’* Company) and Mrs. Hamilton have one son, Roderick (three).
They scored heavily in the canine field with an Alsatian and three Pekingese.

It was an arrangement to try the best of family friendships—three housewives sharing one
kitchen!—but far from finding it so, everyone enjoyed the adventure. In fact the families are
old friends. Major Hamilton and Mrs. Critchley are brother and sister, and Majors Critchley
and Watson have been friends since their schooldays.

Despite the wives' combined operations in the kitchen, meals were a problem. As Mrs.
Critchley remarked: “It was like feeding a regiment!”
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Egypt along three 100-foot ropes,

35 soldiers took the strain and heaved
—and ers of a ton of gun edged
another foot up the boulder-strewn slopes
of Mount Snowdon.

Inch by inch, foot by foot, over rock out-
crops, through boggy ground and along
rough paths they pushed, pulled, prised,
coaxed and cajoled the load onwards and
upwards. Territorials of “Q” Battery, 304
(Essex Yeomanry, Royal Horse Artillery)
Regiment, Royal Artillery, from Chelms-
ford, had set out to place their 3.7-mm pack
howitzer on the 3560-foot summit of Wales’s
highest mountain—and they did just that!

PAGE 12

SPREAD like the slaves of ancient

It all began with a casual word in the
Mess. The men had asked for a tough
week-end task, something they could
get their teeth into. Lieutenant Andrew
MacTavish suggested: “Why not tackle
something unusual—like taking a gun up
Snowdon?”

Was it possible? Unlikely, thought the
Terriers, but they decided to work it out
and see. Provisional plans and preparations
were put in hand. Training in rope work,
knots, lashings and pulleys was arranged and
the men spent three days in a disused chalk
pit, practising hauling the gun up 80-foot
cliffs.

At this stage Lieutenant MacTavish, who

1 The trek begins on the
shores of Llyn Llydaw.
This sledge, the second,
carries the gun’s pivot,
recoil system and trail.

2 The sledge in diffi-
culties on the path te
Glaslyn. Behind the
hauling party is the
peak, covered in mist.

3 VWithin sight of Snow-
don’s summit the teams
begin the final haul,
using 100-foot ropes
for the rough slope.

was attached to the Essex unit from the
Royal Buckinghamshire Yeomanry at Ayles-
bury (part of 299 Regiment, Royal Artillery)
asked if his unit could take part and it was

agreed that seven Buckinghamshire men -

should join the party, bringing the strength
up to 35.

Other preparations included map-reading
lessons featuring the Snowdon area and first
aid lectures angled to provide for any
possible mishaps on the assault. A recon-
naissance party plotted the route via the
well-known Pig Track from Pen y Pass to
Llyn Llydaw and Glaslyn, along the narrow
twisting track at the side of Crib y Ddisgl,
over a steep scree-covered slope and, for the

4 Capt Raife Wellstead levering at a gunwheel.
Left to right, Gor G. Forsythe, Gnr G. Rendall
and L/Bdr P. Young manhandling the recoil
system. This was the most difficult job of all.

6 After 10 hours the Gunners reached the moun-

tain railway. This was the easiest stretch.

last short stretch, up the track of the
mountain railway.

Came the big day, a convoy of three three-
tonners and four Champs drove through
Friday night, picking up the Buckingham-
shire contingent on the M1 Motorway and
arriving at base camp in time for an early
breakfast.

Champs took the party as far as Llyn
Llydaw at 1400 feet, where the gun was
packed on three specially made sledges.
This was one fewer than had been planned
and the fourth was sorely missed as the
overloaded sledges began to overbalance on

the uneven track. One sledge turned over
29 times.

So the Terriers decided to carry the parts
(several weighing more than two hundred-
weight) for a third of a mile to Glaslyn,
where the gun was assembled. Here began
the arduous two-hour, foot-by-foot haul
over boulders and bog, then on without
Ppause over a narrow twisting path where the
gun was again dismantled and the larger
pieces lashed to poles and carried by up to
eight men.

For the final and most difficult hazard, a
steep scree-covered path narrowing at times

to six inches with sharp drops on one side,
the party’s six strongest men edged the
chase (the muzzle-end of the barrel) for-
ward, an exhausting operation. The rest of
the barrel and the recoil system were loaded
on to a sledge towed by 20 men with four
supporting the outside runner.

It had taken more than seven hours to
gain 1288 feet—but the summit was in sight.
The gun was quickly re-assembled on the
railway track and the final haul on 100-foot
ropes began. Within the hour cheerful
Territorials sang “The Screw Guns” as they
hauled the howitzer to the peak.

There they left it to be brought down by
rail, and headed, with the same single-
mindedness, for base camp and bed. Not
until next morning did the Terriers renew
their interest in life generally. Then the
question was: “What shall we do next
year?”

BUSKERS IN THE BALTIC

Lieut T. L. Sharpe, Director of Music, Conducting the Junior Leaders in a concert at Leningrad’s Palace of Culture.

UDDENLY, as the
MS Dunera steamed
into Leningrad, a Rus-

sian military band appeared
from nowhere and struck up
a march. As the last chords
died away the Band of the
Junior Leaders Regiment,
Royal Armoured Corps, pro-
duced a “counter” march!
The Anglo-Russian musical
duel had begun.

The young British bands-
men, accompanying a thous-
and Hampshire schoolchild-
ren on a fortnight’s tour
of the Baltic, played as they
had never played before.
Marches, ballads, waltzes,
speciality pieces, solos . . .
The two bands, playing alter-
nately, matched each other
note for note as the young
tourists moved slowly through
the Russian passport office.

Obviously something
special was needed. In an
inspired moment Lieutenant
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The Band’s jazz group played in the Dunera’s
cafeteria every night during the cruise.

The Band, in its smart walking-out dress of
blazer and flannels, plays for a church ser-
vice while the ship sails through the Baltie.

W The view provides a counter-atiraction as the Band plays the Dunera into Kiel.
— R 3
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continuing

BUSKERS IN
THE BALTIC

T. L. Sharpe, Director of Music, led the
British band in “When the Saints Go
Marching In.” The Russian crowd on the
quayside roared its approval and clamoured
for more. Not to be outdone, the Russian
bandsmen delved into their music cases and
emerged triumphantly with a Soviet version
of “In the Mood.”

This was just one of the many memorable
incidents in the Band’s unique tour aboard
the former troopship, now serving as an
educational cruise vessel. Soon afterwards
the young bandsmen—all under 17—
became the first British Army band to play
in uniform in Leningrad.

The cruise was a wonderful experience
for the young musicians, one that none of
them would have missed—but it was no rest
cure. During the 14 days’ cruise the Band
gave six concerts, played for eight dances,
three sing-songs, two church services, gave
a marching display and played the ship in
and out of port six times.

After a two-hour stay at Kiel, where
German children were entertained on board,
the Dunera sailed on to Stockholm where
the Junior Leaders were to give their first
shore concert. They found their perform-
ance had béen well advertised by Stockholm
Entertainments Committee and a large audi-
ence in the main gardens of the city received
the Band warmly.

After the quayside duel at Leningrad the
young musicians played before a large and
appreciative Russian audience at the Palace
of Culture, afterwards exchanging gifts and
musical scores with their hosts.

Next day, as the Junior Leaders prepared
to play the Dunera out of port, the Russian
band re-appeared, apparently well armed
for a prolonged musical campaign. But the
ship’s departure prevented this and the
British musicians had the last word with
“Land of Hope and Glory.”

Two more days at sea brought them to
Copenhagen, where all the young people,
including the bandsmen, flooded into the
bustling shopping centre in search of gifts.
The evening brought the Band’s happiest
performance, a marching display through
the Tivoli Gardens where in no time it
seemed that everyone in the Gardens was
marching along beside the Band. It was a
fitting climax to a memorable tour.

"



The Army in Hong Kong has a long tradition HONG

KONG
REPORT

of helping local people. And when a typhoon

hit the area, soldiers were in the forefront

streets in Hong Kong and the New

Territories, mingling with the debris
of shattered buildings. In the wake of
Typhoon “Wanda” more than 100 people
lay dead, 200 were missing and 75,000
homeless.

Army establishments suffered consider-
able damage in the 162-mile-an-hour peak
of the typhoon, but there were no casualties
among the soldiers and their families. And
before “Wanda™ had blown herself out, the
troops had started their mercy work,
rescuing, caring for the homeless and clear-
ing the debris.

The full force of the typhoon fell in the
Tide Cove area of the New Territories.
Sweeping over the Army Air Corps’ airstrip
at Shatin, a tidal wave drove local people
into the control tower, the only building left
undamaged. The back wall of the hangar
and a brick-built oil store collapsed and
Nissen huts were wrecked.

At the height of the storm, men of “B”
Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th Duke of Edin-
burgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles, were in Tai Po

OVER...

rescuing and looking after the many homeless SAMPANS and even junks littered the

Sappers of 54 Independent Field Squadron use
sandbags to plug one of the two gaps torn in
Shatin’s sea wall by the 10-foot tidal wave.

e



S/Sgt J. Ellis, Army Catering Corps (left),
and Cpl D. Burton work with a ieawa of
Gunners and Chinese cooks te prepare
marrows. - Below: Gurkhas and Chinese
unloading food at a distribution point.

rescuing Chinese fishermen and other vil-
lagers from the tidal wave. Gusts tore the
roofs from buildings in Shamshuipo and
from four married quarters in the Army
village of Sek Kong where, as elsewhere,
generators crewed by Gunners of 34 Regi-
ment, Royal Artillery, provided an emer-
gency electricity supply.

On the day after the typhoon, troops were
out in force in the havoc-stricken areas, con-
centrating on Shatin. Gurkhas from all three
battalions of the Gurkha brigade gave con-
siderable help in looking after the homeless
and clearing roads. Men of the 2nd Battalion,
2nd King Edward VII’'s Own Gurkha Rifles,
supplied rations to the homeless of Sha Tau
Kok, a village victim of the ten-foot tidal
wave, and also worked in Sek Kong.

A company of 2nd Battalion, 6th Queen
Elizabeth’s Own Gurkha Rifles, moved into
Shatin to help in clearing up there. Recovery
teams from “C” Squadron of the 17th/21st
Lancers, 4 Regiment, Royal Artillery, and
17 Infantry Workshop, Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers, were in Tai Po,
removing junks from the main road and
shifting other debris. Men of 29 Company,
Royal Army Service Corps (Pack Trans-
port), left their mules to clear roads near
Dills Corner.

Toiling in pouring rain, Sappers of
54 Independent Field Squadron, Royal
Engineers, plugged with 20,000 sandbags
the two breaches in Shatin’s sea wall at the
head of Tide Cove, while the Squadron’s
plant assisted in clearing the main road from
the village to Tai Po. Men of 20 Independ-
ent Recce Flight, Army Air Corps, were
busy in their own hard-hit maintenance area
and in the streets of Shatin.

On Hong Kong Island, ambulances of 56

Company, Royal Army Service Corps, took
the injured to hospital while Sappers of
Hong Kong Bomb Disposal Troop worked
through the night plugging with tarpaulins a
large hole torn in the roof of the British Mili-
tary Hospital in Bowen Road. Many civilian
casualties were treated at military hospitals
and unit medical centres.

At Stanley Fort, in the south, the cook-
house and NAAFI of the 1st Battalion, The
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment, were badly
damaged, and windows and doors were
blown in. On Stonecutters Island, in Hong
Kong Harbour, officers and men of the
Royal Army Ordnance Corps depot there,
and Royal Navy officers, helped to rescue
the crew of the 1545-ton Panamanian
freighter which ran aground at the height
of the gale.

Army cooks were called in to assist the
Hong Kong Government’s Social Welfare
Department in feeding the 75,000 homeless.
The Department needed help in cooking
some of the rice quota and in preparing and
cooking vegetables. Major A. V. Gibson,
Army Catering Corps, stripped Hong Kong
Ordnance Depot of every conceivable kind
of container, concentrated a large number
of his Corps’ cooks into one camp and com-
mandeered a fleet of lorries from 28 Com-
pany, Gurkha Army Service Corps, to move
the raw and cooked food.

With the help of 43 Regiment, Royal
Artillery, the cooks sent supplies of steam-
ing rice, potatoes and marrows to a central
“Command Post” to be loaded with meat
and fish on Army and Government vehicles
for the final journey to ten distribution
points.

From a report by Army Public Relations,
Hong Kong.

Three more well satis-
fied customers. Home-
less Chinese children

leaving a distribution
point with pots of food
for their needy families.

O locally-enlisted Chinese dog-handlers, Lance-
Corporal Tong Jam Sing and Lance-Corporal Ma Kwai
Wing, who were on duty at 20 Independent Recce

Flight when the typhoon hit Shatin, brought 30 local people
into their guardroom and moved them to further safety to
the control tower as the water rose. Then they rescued
their dogs from the kennels, which were awash, carrying
the animals to safety through chest-high water.

At Lyemun Barracks, on Hong Kong Island, the typhoon
damaged the cage of the two Himalayan bears, Betsy and
Winnie. Betsy escaped but was promptly arrested on the
barrack square and marched to the guardroom to spend
the next 48 hours in solitary. The eight monkeys also
escaped at the beginning of the storm but soon afterwards
returned of their own accord to weather out the typhoon
in familiar surroundings.

Three small parties of 34 Regiment, Royal Artillery,
were camped out during “Wanda”’, two of them on islands
and the other in the north-east of the Colony. All were
safe and well.

This Chinese woman
patienﬂ_\' waits her turn
with her baby at one of
the ten food distribution
points set up to cater for
the 75,000 homeless.

8

PAGE 16



THE GUNNERS
¥ PIPELINE

OR four months before Typhoon
“Wanda” struck, men of 97 Battery

(Lawson’s Company), 4 Regiment,
Royal Artillery, had been carrying on a task
that has become traditional to the Army in
Hong Kong and the New Territories—that
of helping in the development of rural areas.

The Gunners came in on the first stage
of a fourway project which will materially
alter the lives of 450 villagers on the tiny
island of Ma Wan (total area, three-quarters
of a square mile) lying midway between the
mainland and the Colony’s largest island,
Lan Tao. Behind the project were Kowloon
Rotary Club, the District Office, the Island
Rural Committee—and the Gunners.

The Battery provided manpower to lay
pipelines linking the island’s two villages
with the site of a 12,000-gallon water tank
and a new well to be designed and con-
structed by the Rotary Club as its com-
munity service project.

With occasional interruptions for military
exercises, between six and 18 Gunners at a
time worked on the island, laying 3500 feet
of 1}-inch pipeline. At first they set up camp
overlookmg one of Ma Wan’s beaches and
after a morning’s work spent the afternoon
in swimming and sunbathing. Later they
travelled to and from the island daily. The
- . % task was popular and there was never a

shortage of volunteers. The Gunners also
Left to right, L/Bdr David Copeland, Gnr Keith Coventry, L/Bdr Michael Arden and extended the school playground in one of
L/Bdr Leslie Williams thread one of the last lengths of piping used in the Ma Wan project the villages.

HONG

i They Enjoyed

3 The Drill!

ANDLING a pneumatic drill, it seems, is the secret
ambition of the Chinese boy. At least, that’s what the
Sappers of 54 Independent Field Squadron, Royal

Engineers, think after entertaining 17 Chinese students drawn
from three senior secondary schools of the Hong Kong
Government.

The students, visiting Army units in the Colony as part of the
annual “Students’ Week in Business,” were shown collapsible,
folding and assault boats by the Sappers and taken on short trips
out into the bay. Then there was a demonstration of earth-
moving plant and the handling of compressor-driven tools. Here
the pneumatic drill came into its own, although most of the
students found the drill driving them rather than the reverse.

Earlier, at Sek Kong airstrip in the New Territories, the
students had seen an equestrian display by 29 Company, Royal
Army Service Corps (Pack Transport) and “C” Squadron,
17th/21st Lancers, and an air drop of supplies by an Auster
of 20 Independent Recce Flight, Army Air Corps. Then they
inspected Centurions in the Lancers’ tank park.

From the Sappers’ camp the students sailed in a landing craft
of 79 Company, Royal Army Service Corps (Water Transport),
across Hong Kong’s busy harbour to Lyemun Barracks, home of
the Hong Kong Chinese Training Unit.

There the students saw physical training and fieldcraft demon- . &
strations and finally tried their hand with the .22 self-loading
rifle and light machine-gun on the 30-yard range.

The students’ verdict?—“The Army looks a lot of fun.”

“I’ve got the foreman’s
job at last,” says Sap-
per Andrew Jamieson
as he watches one of the
Chinese students trying
out a pneumatic drill.

Miss Chan Sze Fung
firing a light machine-
gun under the watchiul
eye of Pirbright-trained
CSM Lai Kwong, of the
Chinese Training Unit.
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An Auster pilot opens the throttle to go round again after making a trial landing

approach to the aircraft carrier.

AUSTERS ON THE FLIGHT DECK

HREE Austers made history when, dur-

ing strategic reserve exercises in Cyprus,

they became the first Army aircraft to
land on the flight deck of the Royal Navy’'s
carrier, HMS Hermes. The object was to
test how rapidly operational liaison could be
established between ground troops and their
naval support.

A Fleet Air Arm - pilot was sent ashore to
brief the Air Corps pilots on the techniques
of landing on a carrier. Then the three
Austers, of 3 Recce Flight, took off from the
airstrip at Dhekelia with orders from the Com-

mander of 19 Infantry Brigade Group to land
on the carrier, steaming 30 miles off the coast
of Cyprus. The Brigade Commander,
Brigadier D. A. Beckett DSO, was a pas-
senger of Captain T. J. Knott, and the other
two pilots, Captain P. J. Hughes-Reckitt and
Captain Ingram, carried the Fleet Air Arm
officer and the Royal Navy Liaison Officer in
Cyprus.

Differences in the radio equipment used by
the aircraft and carrier caused some initial
communications problems before the pilots
could begin the difficult task of landing their

light aircraft on the carrier’s angled deck.
Because of wind conditions, turbulence set up
by the carrier’s movement and the fact that
Hermes was steaming into the wind, the
Austers touched down at a speed of 25 miles
an hour over the deck instead of the usual
60 miles an hour experienced on an airstrip.

As a result the aircraft scored a total of 20
“rollers” (the naval term for touching the deck
and taking off again without stopping). But
the skill of the pilots was much appreciated
by a record number of spectators in the
carrier’s “Goofers’ Gallery.”

THE NAVY

THE ARMY
AND THE

AIR FORCE

WARDS to three men, one from each
Service, epitomise the success and effici-
ency of the unusual joint-Service tech-

nical support of the Army Air Corps by the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
which, for some time now, has been helped in
its shortage of artificer and aircraft technician
trades by secondments from the Royal Navy
and Royal Air Force.

Now the MBE has been awarded to Lieu-
tenant P. H. Kennett, Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers, for services with 12
Independent Liaison Flight Workshop,
Rhine Army; and to Warrant Officer J. C. J.
Wimlett, Royal Air Force, for services with
the Army Air Corps Centre at Middle Wallop;
and the BEM has been awarded to Chief Petty
Officer G. L. Fielder, Royal Navy, for services
with 656 Light Aircraft Squadron Workshop,
Malaya.

Lieutenant Peter Kennett was one of the
founder members of Army Air Corps Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. Com-
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Left: Chief Petty Officer
G. L. Fielder, now at
the RNAS,

Culdrose.

Centre: Warrant Officer
J. C. J. Winmlett, for-
merly at AAC Centre.

Right: Lieutenant P, H.
Kennét, REME, now in
an Infantry work-shop.

pleting his conversion course to aircraft
artificer in March, 1958, he was posted to 12
Independent Liaison Flight Workshop in
Rhine Army as staff-sergeant and promoted to
warrant officer before being commissioned and
posted to 15 Infantry Workshop, Rhine Army.

Chief Petty Officer Gordon Fielder was
seconded to aircraft servicing early in 1959
and volunteered for overseas service with 656
Light Aircraft Squadron Workshop in the Far

East. He completed his secondment earlier
this year and is now serving at the Royal
Naval Air Station, Culdrose.

Warrant Officer Jack Wimlett has 27 years
of aircraft servicing behind him. He was
posted to Middle Wallop, then the Royal Air
Force Light Aircraft School, in 1957 and a
year later was seconded to the Army to help in
forming the Technical Wing of the Army Air
Corps Centre. He is now serving overseas.
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FOR VALOUR: ﬂ@

AT
BAYONET
POINT

T was the 25th of September, 1943, in Italy.
Men of the 3rd Battalion, Coldstream
Guards, were attacking the Pagliarolli
feature, a steep wooded hill near Salerno.
But before it could reach the crest the right-
hand company was held up by heavy Spandau
and mortar fire and all the officers became
casualties . . .

Company
Sergeant-Major

PETER
HAROLD
WRIGHT

COLDSTREAM GUARDS

Company Ser?eant-Haior Wright went forward to see what could
be done. Finding no officers left he immediately took command of
his company and crawled forward by himself to find what opposition
there was. He returned with the information that three Spandau
posts were holding up the attack...

Collecting a section and putting it into a position where it could
give covering fire, Company Sergeant-Major Wright attacked each
po:t“ hlinglo-hcnded with hand grenades and bayonet, and silenced
all three...

e
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He then led the company on to the crest, but on realis-
ing that enemyfire made the position untenable, he took
his men back a short way down the hill and up to the
objective from a different direction. Regardless of
heavy enemy fire, he reorganised what was left of the
company and placed the guardsmen in a position to
consolidate the objective...

Soon afterwards the enemy launched a counter-
attack, but it was successfully beaten off. Later,
with complete disregard of heavy shell fire on the
area of his company headquarters and the re-
verse slope of the hill, and of machine-gun fire
from the commanding slopes to the left flank,
Company Sergeant-Major Wright hrou?ht up
extra ammunition and distributed it to his men.
Dueto his magnificent leadership and outstanding
heroism, the battalion captured and maintained
its hold on a very important objective.
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“Quick, this way, the Sergeants’ Mess is on fire!”

“How much longer must we meet like this, in secret?”
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SENIOR SERVICE

Satisfy

fine tobacco

") THE OUTSTANDING CIGARETTE OF THE DAY

i
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iiii

firmly filled
full size

If you're looking for a really good rum

this is the label on the bottle ...

INCORPORATED 2% MAY 1670

HUDSON'S BAY
JAMAICA RUM
| Bttt Syt Bitein. by
Trudsons Bay Company of Seotlamd .

EDINBURGH
PRODUCE OF JAMAICA

... the bottle is in the NAAFI
and you know where the NAAFI is
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" THE ARMY
SPECIAL
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2.30 Friday Dec. 21
7.45 Friday Jan. 4

Further information
from the Orderly Room

or BOOK DIRECT from
THE BOX OFFICE
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THE ARMY
IN THE HOUSE

OLUNTEERS for regiments and corps for

which recruiting is restricted are en-

couraged, so far as possible, to join other
units. But they cannot be forced to join
against their wishes. This was the reply
given by the War Minister(Mr. John Profumo)
in the House of Commons to questions by
two Members.

Captain J. S. S. Litchfield (Sutton Coldfield)
had asked whether all volunteers wishing to
enter restricted regiments were absorbed into
other units, and Mr. J. Morris (Aberavon) had
asked how many suitable recruits had not been
accepted because of restrictions. Captain
Litchfield then asked if it was acceptable to lose
recruits to the Army because some regiments
were larger than others, and if a man with a
weapon in the wrong regiment was not better
than no man at all.

Mr. Profumo replied that there had always
been recruiting ceilings, even before the war,
which were set by the general manpower ceiling.
All that happened was that for 20 years there
had been no problem because of conscription.
For a balanced Army there had to be a balanced
intake. There was no evidence of serious loss
of would-be recruits.

L ]

Replying to Mr. W. Stratton Mills (Belfast,
North), Mr. Profumo said no Army battledress
blouses and trousers were manufactured in the
Republic of Ireland during 1960-61. Just under
three per cent of the trousers required were made
there during 1961-62. Mr. Mills then asked on
how many occasions during the past six years
had forces and establishments of the Crown
been attacked by members of the Irish Republican
Army wearing British battledress. Mr. Profumo:
*l cannot say on how many occasions, but my
hon. Friend can be fairly certain that we will
account for every pair of trousers which we
order from Southern Ireland before we pay for
them.”

L ]

Questioned by Mr. Roy Mason (Barnsley) on
family accommodation in Malaya, Mr. Profumo
said some projects had been held up by a review
of commitments but other work was proceeding.
The building of the new cantonment in Terendak
to house the Commonwealth Brigade Group began
in 1958 and nearly all the single accommodation
had been completed. There were about 250 hirings
in the vicinity, 786 married quarters had been built
and he expected the remaining 122 to be finished
early next year.

L]

Mr. A. P. Costain (Folkestone and Hythe)
asked the War Minister how many commanding
officers in Rhine Army had given written instruc-
tions to their officers to learn German and, after
a period, to take an examination in the subject,
and when such orders were given. Mr. Profumo
replied that so far as he was aware no such
instructions had been given, but officers in
Germany were given every encouragement and
facility to learn German. Cash awards were
made to all ranks who passed an examination
at colloquial standard. ;

®
Asked by Mr. W. W. Hamilton (Fife, West) if
he would consider introducing financial in-
centives to encourage military personnel in all
overseas stations to learn the language of the

country, the War Minister said such facilities
were already available through the Royal Army
Educational Corps and included instruction by
local teachers. Troops were given every en-
couragement to take advantage of these arrange-
ments, without cost to themselves, and financial
awards were already made for three progressive
levels of proficiency.
L ]

Mr. James Ramsden, Under-Secretary of State
for War, told Mrs. Judith Hart (Lanark) that Honest
John rockets had been fired at each of the School
of Artillery's two open days at Larkhill this year
by the owners of souvenir programmes bearing a
lucky number. One rocket was similarly fired by a
member of the public last year. The point of the
open days was to arouse public interest in the
Services, The preparation of the rocket for firing
was part of normal military training. ‘‘Pressing
the button is rather fun for the people who attend
these open days,” added Mr. Ramsden.

[ ]

Asked by Mr. Morris what sports facilities
there were in Rhine Army outside normal
working hours, Mr. Ramsden said all the normal
sports were available in barracks and all ranks
were encouraged to take part in them. Outside
there were facilities for sailing, canoeing,
swimming, cycling and ski-ing. Mr. Ramsden
promised to look into a point raised by Mr.
Morris that by the time soldiers returned to
barracks and had an evening meal after work or
exercises, sports equipment storekeepers had
gone off duty.

L ]

The cost of living in Berlin is no higher than
in the United Kingdom, declared the Defence
Minister (Mr. Peter Thorneycroft), when asked
by Mr. F. W. Mulley (Sheffield, Park) if British
forces in Berlin could receive the same overseas
allowance as that paid to troops in the German
Federal Republic. Mr. Mulley said there was a
strong feeling among the Berlin Servicemen,
particularly those in the Royal Air Force, that
when they were transferred from another part
of Germany to the city their costs were the same
and their responsibilities greater, but there was
no allowance for the difference. Mr. Thorneycroft
said the local overseas allowance was intended
to compensate for essential extra expenditure
incurred in living overseas as compared with
living in the United Kingdom. Troops in Berlin
received family rations and domestic services at
concessional rates which they did not get in the
rest of Germany.

Mr. Mulley then asked the Minister if he would
withdraw the '“artificial currency” of British
Armed Forces Special Vouchers and pointed
out that the other two Western occupying powers,
France and the United States, had both aban-
doned special currencies for their troops.
Mr. Thorneycroft replied that the Special Vou-
chers were not artificial currency; they were
fully negotiable within the limits defined on them.
The arrangement was generally regarded as
fair and acceptable and it was not unknown to
pay troops who were in an operational or near-
operational role in currency of this kind.

L ]

Mr, |, Davies (Gower) asked the War Minister
what inquiries he was making into the explana-
tion of the high explosive shells which had been
found on Lianmadoc beach on the Gower coast.
Mr. Profumo replied that the shells were the resi-
due of a war-time range. Some were mustard gas
shells and others were high explosive. They had
been brought ashore by the abnormally strong
gales and tides of last winter.

The whole area had immediately been cordoned
off, warning signs were erected, and wardens
were patrolling. Urgent action would be taken to
clear the area and destroy all shells but, said Mr.
Profumo, this might take some time.

L ]

Mr. Charles A. Howell (Birmingham, Perry Bar)
asked the Prime Minister if e would issue a direc-
tion to all Government deparimentsthat no contracts
be issued to any firm known to have prevented its

employees from attending Territorial training and;

where possible, to cancel existing contracts with
such firms.

Mr. Macmillan replied that service in the Terri-
torial Army was one of the most worthy contribu-
tions a citizen could make to the defence of his
country. He would deplore any Territorial being
prevented from fulfilling his obligations, but this was
a voluntary service and in his view it was better to
rely on the voluntary co-operation of employers.

MIEIDALS

by Majer.Joha-Laffin

ﬂ MAHARAJPOOR AND
PUNNIAR STARS

'WO awards unique among medals are

the Maharajpoor and Punniar Stars,
given for the decisive battles of the
Gwalior Campaign, both fought on 29
December, 1843.

British troops, under Major-General Sir
Hugh Gough, had gone to Gwalior to
quell unrest and to establish“a strong
government. This done, they were
ordered back to India only to find that a
Mahratta army of 18,000 troops was
waiting for them, strongly entrenched at
the village of Maharajpoor and defended
by 100 guns. The British force of 14,000
men had 40 guns.

The battle took place in difficult
country, gashed by deep, almost impass-
able ravines. Fighting was fierce and the
Mahratta gunners were bayoneted at

Obverse of the Maharajpoor (left) and the
Punniar Stars, hung from a rainbow ribben.

their guns, while the Infantry threw away
their matchlocks and fought hand to hand
with the British.

British regiments engaged were the
39th (Dorsets), 40th (2nd Somersetshire
Regiment, later South Lancashire) and
16th Lancers.

About the time the battle of Maharaj-
poor was ending, the left wing of the
British army, under Major-General Grey,
discovered a force of enemy in the hills
near Punniar and by a brilliant attack
carried every position. British regiments
engaged were the 3rd (Buffs) and 50th
(Royal West Kent), with two squadrons
of 9th Lancers. The two victories were
dearly bought, with more than 1,000
British casualties.

British and native troops were awarded
bronz, six-pointed stars made from cap-
tured cannon, having in the centre a
small silver star with “Punniar 1843’ or
“Maharajpoor 1843’’ and the date of the
action.

The stars were originally fitted with
curved, broad brass hooks for attachment
to a loop on the coat, but in some cases
steel rings were run through them so that
they could be suspended by the rainbow
ribbon used with other Indian war
medals. Some medals are found with
straight bar or decorative suspenders.

The reverse of the stars is quite plain,
except for the name, number and regi-
ment of the soldier engraved in light,
slanting script.
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Through gross mismanagement and a cruel
Russian winter the British Army was now
a shadow of its former self. And only a
small, inexperienced section was pitched
against Europe’s most formidable fortress

COURAGE
i~ THe GHAOS
OF

A sortie during an assault on the batteries at Sebastopol.
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NY British soldier who fought through
the Crimean campaign can be said to
have had his hour of glory, whether

he charged with the Light Brigade at
Balaclava, was engaged in the carnage at
Inkerman—or even if he was one of those
who ran away from the Russians at the
Redan in the last days of the campaign.

On 24 September, 1854, the 60,000-strong
British Army under Lord Raglan, fresh from
its triumph at Alma, crossed the hills in
the tracks of the retreating Russians and
looked down on the fortress of Sebastopol.
The troops were to continue looking at it,
with increasing despair, for a year. Thous-
ands were to die in front of its defences,
through shot and shell, disease, privation
and intense cold. !

A quick thrust by the British and French
armies immediately after Alma could have
carried the fortress, but the Allies made the
fatal mistake of delaying their assault until
their heavy siege artillery had been landed.

Courtesy: The Pa Gallery.

By that time the Russians in Sebastopol were
prepared to repulse them on all sides.

Using Balaclava harbour as a base for
supplies, the Allies established their camps
in the autumn of 1854 on a plateau over-
looking - Sebastopol from the south. Not
until 17 October were they ready to open
a bombardment that was to continue inter-
mittently for eleven weary months.

The Battle of Balaclava was fought on
25 October, Inkerman eleven days later, and
thereafter the badly mauled Russian Army
retired to Sebastopol, never again daring to
face the Allies in the open. The stage was
set for the blackest year in British Army
history. The bitter winter brought immense
suffering to the ill-clad troops; the medical
services collapsed, cholera, typhus and
scurvy raged and a fine army was steadily
whittled down.

There was no shortage of stores at Bala-
clava—nor any means of transporting them
over the seven miles of mud and rock to the
troops outside the fortress, until a railway
was laid down in the spring. If food was
issued, it was ruined for the lack of cooking
facilities. The starving, shivering troops
lived on salt meat and biscuits in the bitterest
winter any of them had experienced. “The
noblest army ever sent from these shores,”
said The Times, “has been sacrificed to
the grossest mismanagement.”

By the spring, Raglan’s army was but a
shadow of the powerful, eager force which
had landed in the Crimea six months earlier;
and before it loomed Europe’s most for-
midable fortress, garrisoned by a vast num-
ber of Russians prepared to fight and suffer
to the last.

In April a second bombardment opened,
and in June a third. The gaps in the British
ranks were filled by raw recruits, many of
whom, their officers noted, did not even
know how to load a rifle. By mid-June, the
French, regularly reinforced, outnumbered
the British by three to one and our Army’s
part in the Crimea was now a comparatively
minor one.

Two powerful bastions faced the Allies,
each presenting a challenge that had to be
met. Opposite the French, on the British
right, was the Malakoff, a fort that bristled
with artillery and was the key to the entire
defence of the city. Raglan had on his
front the forbidding Redan which, towering
300 feet above sea level, had two faces, each
70 yards long, meeting at an angle of
65 degrees; and earthworks, a 20-feet deep
ditch and a tangled abattis of tree branches
eight feet high and many more deep.

After a 12-day bombardment, the Allies
attacked the two redoubts on 18 June but
were beaten back by the terrible storm of
grape and musketry that swept the open
ground. The British alone lost 1500, includ-
ing many experienced officers. Lord Raglan,
bitterly disappointed at this failure, died ten
days later and was succeeded by General
James Simpson, aged 63, a man of great
caution. “They must be hard up,” he is
alleged to have said, “to appoint an old man
like me.”

The next attack was planned for 8 Septem-
ber, and at dawn on the 6th, over 800 Allied
guns erupted in a barrage the like of which
the world had never seen. In three days,

13,000 shells and 90,000 round shot
pounded the fortifications in a bombard-
ment which the Allied commanders were
convinced would destroy the opposition.

The plan was that the French would
assault the Malakoff at noon on the 8th with
30,000 men, and that the Brtish would hurl
themselves at the Redan s soon as the
Malakoff had fallen. The British assault
was to be carried out by a Rifle Brigade
covering party to keep down the enemy fire,
a ladder party of 320 carrying 40 ladders,
a main assault of 1000 infantry and a work-
ing party of 200, with about 4500 men in
reserve.

Simpson’s decision to send in such a small
party remains a mystery. Events proved that
it was entirely inadequate. Further fatal
flaws in the planning were that the main
mass of the reserve was stationed too far
in the rear, with no quick route to the front,
and that the task of assaulting the fortress was
given to the two most exhausted divisions—
the Light and Second. Both had been bled
white in the campaign and neither could
boast more than 15 per cent tried veterans.
The Highland, the Third and the Guards
divisions, all comparatively fresh, were to
be mere spectators.

Any glory that came out of this ill-starred
attack on the Redan went largely to the
British officers, who died in scores at the
head of untried troops.

At noon the bombardment ceased, a bugle
call rang out and the French, who had sapped
to within 25 yards of the Malakoff, emerged
from their trenches to sprint towards the
fortress. The Russians, not expecting an
attack at this hour, were caught by surprise;
their commander was eating lunch when
French soldiers burst into his dugout.

Within minutes the tricolor fluttered from
the ramparts. The British were to wait for
a rocket signal from Simpson’s headquarters
before launching their attack, but the sight
of the tricolor fired the excited troops.
“Come on!” they bellowed to each other,
and the storming parties of the 2nd and
Light divisions leapt out of their trenches
in headlong disorder.

The resultant confusion was fatal. The
stormers converged in a ragged mass on the
Redan salient, leaving the ladder parties
behind them. Toiling up the 280-yard slope,
they ran into such a hail of fire that it was
a miracle that any survived. In the first
minutes the open ground, dotted with inert
redcoats, looked like a poppy field.

The storming parties, Light on the left,
Second on the right, tore away the abattis,
crossed the ditch and climbed the escarp-
ment. There, the attack ground to a halt.
The troops pulled up and sought cover when
they saw the vast number of Russians lining
the front of the Redan.

Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Unett, lead-
ing the Light Division stormers, which in-
cluded his own regiment (The Green
Howards), fell mortally wounded. All along
the escarpment, broken regiments huddled
in groups, pouring musket fire into the
Redan but ignoring their officers’ pleas to
advance. Young officers dashed about,
waving their swords, recklessly exposing
themselves in vain attempts to persuade
men to follow them.

In this crisis the British officers covered
themselves with glory. Captain Chippindall,
of The Green Howards, stood exposed on
the parapet, forage cap on the point of his
sword, to urge his men on. Young Lieuten-
ant Molesworth, of the same regiment,
coolly lit a cigar, which was promptly
knocked out of his mouth by a shell splinter.

Colonel Hancock (97th Foot—later 2nd
Queen’s Own Royal West Kents) died at the
head of his men. So did Cuddy of the 55th
(later 2nd Border), and Eman (41st—Ilater
1st Welch), and Patullo (30th—later 1st East
Lancashires). Badly wounded were Gough
(33rd—1st West Riding), Tyler (62nd—1st
Wiltshire) and Lysons (23rd—Royal Welch
Fusiliers).

The first-comers’ failure to advance
blocked the progress of the reserves, so that
men of ten regiments, hopelessly inter-
mingled, clustered like bees on the escarp-
ment. Bugler Doyle, of the 55th, courage-
ously leapt on to the parapet and sounded
the advance—but there was no response.

Colonel Windham, leading the 2nd Divi-
sion, bore a charmed life. Amid intense fire
he crossed repeatedly from one side to the
other, coaxing and cursing. Three times he
sent back pleas for reinforcements, but the
reserves were still far back, threading their
way through the maze of their own trenches
blocked with wounded.

Finally, Windham went back himself, leav-
ing the assault with no officer higher than a
captain. Codrington, the Light Division
commander, told him he had no troops to
send. He sprinted over to Markham, com-
manding the 2nd Division. “With one bat-
talion I could take the Redan,” he pleaded.
“Then take the Royals,” replied Markham.
But by then it was too late.

Conforming to the pattern of officer gal-
lantry that day, three officers of the 41st
Foot, in a last attempt to stir the men, dashed
forward together, swords aloft, into the
Redan. They fell dead as one man, and the
British troops, who admittedly had suffered
two hours of terror in a holocaust of fire,
wavered, broke and fled, slithering and
tumbling down the escarpment. Behind
them the Russians advanced in a solid
wedge, continuing the slaughter.

Wrote an eye-witness: “It almost broke
my heart to see our soldiers, our British
soldiers, of whom I was so proud, run away.”
Fortescue, the military historian, summed it
up with: “The simple truth is that old
soldiers cannot be made in six months.” He
might have added that in the ill-conceived
attack on the Redan, raw recruits were asked
to do something that would probably have
defeated an equal number of battle-tried
veterans. Ironically, the Russians evacuated
the Redan that night and the long and bloody
siege came to an ignominious end.

If the story of the Redan makes sorry
reading for the proud British Army, it
deserves inclusion in the Hours of Glory
series for the valour of the officers. “They
were obliged to go to the front,” wrote an
eye-witness, “and were shot down like dogs,
not being able to get their men to advance.”
Of the 2450 British casualties, about 160
were officers—an unprecedentedly high
proportion.

K. E. KENLY
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record of seven games won and two lost. Picture
shows British Army Warrant Officer Ronald G. Field-Marshal Slim
meh.hnglmlghymngutheidlma
match against Americans at Headquarters,
Allied Forces Southern Europe.

cengratulating Senior Under-Officer C.

, representing the Queen,

Hook.

The Changing of the Guard cere-
mony on Parliament Hill, Ottawa,
has become a major holnhy at-
traction in Eastern Canada. Tourists
motor hundreds of miles to watch the
ceremony, a daily summer event
since 1959. On parade here are
Canadian Guardsmen.

QUEEN’S MEDAL

—and three prizes

T the largest Sovereign’s Parade at the Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst, since the parade was
started 14 years ago, the Sword of Honour was

presented to Senior Under-Officer Robert J. Coate, a
former pupil of Downside School. There were 940
officer cadets on parade, 241 of them passing out to
commissions, including Qabus Bin Said, son of the
Sultan of Muscat znd Oman, who will serve in his
father’s forces, and cadets from Iraq, Nepal, Nigeria,
Ghana and East Africa.

Senior Under-Officer Colin Hook, a former pupil of
the Army’s Windsor School, Hamm, and Welbeck
College, won the Queen’s Medal, for the cadet heading
the table of merit, the combined mathematics and
mm&ﬂoyﬂ&mlmmmmm
the Rainey Anderson prize. A son of Lieutenant-

i Transport
commissioned inln'the Engineers and awarded

Anthnny]lmk.RvyllEmuunlymgmdn

hmmmmnndowhieh-homdudel Saraceruuniuh-

As a week-end exercise, Territorials of 577 Field

skinned vehicles, Saladins and Ferrets of 2nd Royal Tank Squm,RoyﬂEngmm:,bmltull.-foﬂBnhy
ment drive past Major-General A. J. C. Block DSO, GOCM:.I:?;& Bridge over the River Arun at Burpham, near

hhyn,utheﬂegnnenl,nﬂmn:hroe—yurtourmNorthAﬁmn, Arundel in Sussex. The bridge has been bought by
says farewell .o Libya. During its tour the Regiment covered a the West Sussex River Board as part of the River
tremendous mileage on desert training, with squadrons normally Arun improvement scheme to prevent extemsive
spending ten days in barracks and ten days in the desert for cight mnluﬂnodmgoflow-lymggmunl. Here, the
months of each year. On adventure training one party drove over- Sappers raise the bridge to remove the building
land in Land- Rovers from Benghazi to Nairobi. rollers before positioning the final supports.
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The new Victor has probably been admired
more than any family car since the war.

Its clean line of good design (and that

"means the engineering as well as the body
styling) makes it one of Europe's most

distinguished cars—and you may be able

to buy one for only £510!

If you are being posted abroad —or if you
y i i are stationed abroad and are returning

W h at S th e beSt th I n g to England for re-posting overseas—you

can buy a new Victor entirely free of

abO Ut an OVG rseaS pO Sti ng ? purchase tax. 6-cylinder Velox and Cresta

from £655. VX 4/90— Vauxhall's new 4-

cylinder extra performance, extra luxury

car—£680. Ask youf local Vauxhall

dealer, or write to Vauxhall Motors Limited,

YO U C A N B U Y A Overseas Delivery Centre, Wardour Street,
! London, W.1.

NEW

Germany ask Adam Opel Filiale,
. Kettwiger Strasse 69, Dusseldorf about exemption

VAUXHALL VICTOR
Serviced wherever you go by

FO R £51 0 Vauxhall and General Motors dealers.
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COMPETITION 54

AEEREERREEN

1 Clean, modern lines, with a graceful

sweep suggestive of Greek columns yet
symbolic of the future? Is this a picture
of: (a) Part of the United Nations build-
ing in New York; (b) A prosaic collection
of empty metal cabinets; (c) The west end
of Liverpool’s Anglican Cathedral; or (d)
A Canadian zebra crossing?

2 What is wrong in the following? (a)

Every motor vehicle on Britain’s roads
must bear a registration number; (b) The
right-hand side of a ship used to be called
“larboard’’ but is now called “port™;
(c) The1957-58 Trans-AntarcticExpedition
captured three polar bears and presented
them to London Zoo; (d) When Henry Vi
won the throne in 1485 he became the
first Tudor King of Britain.

3 Complete the sequences: (aA) ADGIM-;
YBC-

b)ABDGK-; (c)AZ ; (d)

AKDNG-.

4 Unravel these items of clothing and

equipment: (a) IT RAGES; (b) LAST BED
REST; (c) CATON AIR; (d) SHARK CAVE.

5 How many: (a) Bells are struck on board

shipattheendof thethird watch; (b) Nobel
prizes are awarded annually (5,10 or 15);
(c) “Weeks in a Balloon’’ and *‘Leagues
Under the Sea’’ in Jules Verne's novels;
(d) Square miles in England’s smallest
county, Rutland (65, 125, 302)?

6 First names please, of: (g) de Gaulle;

(b) Mozart; (c) Bradman; (d) Lindbergh;
(e) Longfellow.

>

WHAT DO YOU KNOW?

ERE is another SOLDIER quiz with the chance to put your-
H self among the prizewinners for the price of a stamp and
some head-scratching. All you have to do is send in
your answers to reach SOLDIER’s London Office by Monday,
17 December.
The senders of the first six correct or nearest-correct solutions to be
opened by the Editor will receive the following prizes:
1. A £10 gift voucher.
2. A £86 gift voucher.
3. A £4 gift .
4. Three recently published books.
5. A 12 months’ free subscription to SOLDIER and whole-plate
monochrome copies of any two photographs and/or cartoons which have
appeared in SOLDIER since January, 1957, or from two personal

negatives.

4, Servicemen and women and Services’ sponsored
prize; other readers are eligible for prizes 4, 5 and 6 only.

6. A 12 months’ free subscription to SOLDIER.

RULES

1. Entries must be sent in a sealed envelope to: :
The Editor (Comp 54), SOLDIER,
Road, London N7.

433 Holloway
2. Competitors submit more than one entry, but each must be accompanied by th
“Competition 54"ml:gd printed on this page. s i

3. Correspondence must not accompany the entry form.

civilians may compete for any

7 The constonants have been removed from

these names of film stars and replaced by
dashes: (@) -o-- -i-=—=; (b) l-=-i- -e-—-a-; (c)

-au---o-. Who are they?

8 Which word on this page contains a

deliberate spelling error?

9 Who were associated with: (a) Preparing

steel by a special process; (b) A dagger-
knife with a blade about 12-in long; (c)
A military belt with shoulder strap; (d) A
waterproof overcoat; (e) A rounded stiff
felt hat with narrow brim?

10 True or not? (a) Sheffield is in the South

Riding of Yorkshire; (b) A lawn tennis
player can legally hit a ball on his op-
ponent’s side of the net and win the point;
(c) Henry Viil’s seventh wife died from
pneumonia; (d) The loganberry is a cross
between a raspberry and a blackberry.

The solution and names of the winners will appear in the February, 1963, issue.

-
-

—e-a -a--0; (d) A-e- -ui-e--; (e) --a--e- |

e

11 Clever people, these Chinese! Are they:

(a) Painting fruit trays; (b) Making cere-
monial drums for temples; (c) Spreading
crushed shrimps to dry; or (d) Refurbish-
ing café tables?

HOW
OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

These two pictures look alike, but they vary in
ten minor details. Look at them very carefully.
If you cannot detect the differences, see page 38.
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Others find it heavy going. It’s the same when
it comes to managing money. Some do. Some
don’t. But whichever kind you are, you will
certainly find an account at the Midland Bank
an enormous help in dealing with your money
problems.

Ask at your nearest branch of the Midland for

details of how we can help you. 5

Midland Bank

HEAD OFFICE: POULTRY, LONDON, E.C.2

OVER 2,350 BRANCHES IN ENGLAND AND WALES
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THE “IFS” OF ARNHEM

other defeats, is full of “ifs.” If

the American generals had not been
so busy dodging their Supreme Com-
mander’s order to give Montgomery the
material support he needed; if Allied intelli-
gence had been more efficient; if there had
been more aircraft; if the weather had been
as good as the forecasters predicted . . .

Given some of these conditions, and some
others, perhaps it would all have come off.

The 1st Airborne Division and a Polish
brigade were dropped at Arnhem to seize the
bridge over the Neder Rijn. Two American
divisions were dropped between them and
the British Second Army to seize the Maas
and Waal bridges over which Second Army
was to march 60-70 miles to Arnhem.

The men at Arnhem achieved only a short
and shaky control over the bridge; many of
them never saw it. In eight fierce days the
lightly-equipped men from the skies defied
scratch but substantial German forces
armed with tanks and self-propelled guns.
At last the survivors, short of food, sleep
and ammunition, were ferried across the river
to a slender spearhead of Second Army.

The lessons of Arnhem were sharp and
costly, but they were not lost. Christopher
Hibbert does not labour them in “The Battle
of Arnhem” (Batsford, 25s), a splendidly
readable contribution to the British Battles

r I VHE Arnhem story, like that of many

series.
Because the Royal Air Force had over-
estimated the amount of enemy anti-aircraft
artillery near the bridge at Arnhem, the
troops were dropped three to five miles from
the objective. German strength in the area
had been badly underestimated (an intelli-
gence officer who rightly and_passionately
insisted the area contained a concentration of
German armour was told he was suffering
from nervous exhaustion, and sent home).
The result was that only a fraction of the
force got through to the bridge. Wireless

Left, Field-Marshal Sir John French, who
commanded the British Army, and (right),
General von Kluck, the German Commander.
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sets did not work properly in the area, so the
Divisional Commander, Major-General
R. E. Urquhart, went to look for himself—
and got cut off from his headquarters.
Battalions were fighting independently, with
little or no knowledge of what was happening
elsewhere. It was, said Brigadier J. W.
Hackett, who landed on the second day, a
“grossly untidy situation.”

Lack of communication with the supply
aircraft resulted in a great deal of much-
wanted material being dropped to the Ger-
mans. What did reach the troops was not
always what was required. When they were
short of water it was dropped in enemy terri-
tory and the thirsty Red Devils opened up
packages which contained soap.

When General Urquhart made a bid to
rejoin his headquarters, he was nearly shot by
Brigadier G. W. Lathbury. The Brigadier
was hit in the spine and paralysed by a
Spandau bullet; they got him into a house
and a German face appeared in the window,
to be shot in the mouth by the General. The
wounded Brigadier had to be left with a
Dutch civilian. A few houses away, the
General was holed up for nearly a day by the
crew of a self-propelled gun parked outside
his window.

Brigadier Hackett lost his stick while
landing. As he was looking for it, he saw ten
German soldiers ready to surrender. He told
them to wait, and only when he had found
his stick did he march them off into captivity.

Equally cool was a Major Coke, of The
King’s Own Scottish Borderers. He was
marching some walking wounded to a place
of relative safety when he got involved in a
spirited argument with two German officers
who insisted the men were prisoners. They
did go into the bag—but Major Coke
commandeered a German tank to carry
them.

The Dutch civilians, to quote one officer,
“were marvellous.” Some helped the fighting

An aerial view of Arnhem
Bridege showing German ar-
moured vehicles w don
the northern ramp as they

tried to cross the bridge.

26

e
P

men and more helped the wounded. Others
stayed, hungry but uncomplaining, in their
cellars while their homes and possessions
were battered and destroyed above them.
When it was all over, hundreds of the
wounded in Dutch Hospitals wete helped to
freedom by the Dutch resistance.

Though the plan failed at Arnhem, the
other river bridges were seized and Second
Army was able to join up with the men who
had taken them. Failure was not complete.

MONS—THE LEGEND

HE Battle of Mons in August, 1914,
ranks among the greatest of the
British Army’s triumphs. All who
fought there were heroes, their gallantry
chronicled to the last hour and the last
bullet. But now that legend has been
exploded—by a woman—in “August 1914”
(Constable, 45s.).
Mrs Barbara Tuchman claims that these

stories of valour obscured the real character

of Mons and made it seem only a glorious
victory. It was F. E. Smith, later Lord
Birkenhead who, for recruiting purposes, did
most to create this legend. But during the
first month of the war, says the author, British
troops never came into contact with more
than three of the 30 German corps. British
casualties at Mons were 1600, less than three
per cent of the whole British contingent.

French casualties during the Battle of the
Frontiers, of which Mons was only a part,
totalled 140,000. Unquestionably the British
fought well and bravely, but no better than

many French units or the Belgiang at -

Haelen. And all Mons achieved, says Mrs
dTauchman, was to hold up the enemy for one
y.
This so-called victory was the first British
action against the enemy in France and, if
Sir John French, Commander of the British
Army, had realised that von Kluck, the
German General, opposed him with as many
as four corps and three Cavalry divisions, it
might not have taken place at all. On
22 Aqgust, Sir John stated that the British
offensive would not take place “owing to the
retreat of the French Fifth Army.” But
Lanrezac’s army had not yet retreated, as

General French well knew. Despite his
belief that von Kluck led at the most two
corps and Cavalry, Sir John was not prepared
to take the initiative. At the eleverth hour
came news that Lanrezac had ordered his
men to hold the line of the Sambre instead
of attacking across it. French agreed to hold
the canal at Mons.

At 9 am. on 23 August, German guns
began to shell the British positions. Nine
hours later General French ordered his men
to retreat. The British could blame this on
the withdrawal of Lanrezac, admits the
author, but the accompanying disorder and
confusion was of their own making. Second
Corps’ withdrawal order was fatally delayed
because of General Smith-Dorrien’s strange
choice of headquarters—a village without
telegraph or telephone. Had Sir John French
contemplated a serious encounter with the
enemy he would surely have asked Smith-
Dorrien to move to a more suitable position
and his own headquarters would not have'
been at Le Cateau, thirty miles south of
Mons.

Reluctance to fight and eagerness to retreat
characterised the part played by the BEF
during August, 1914. Lord Kitchener was
probably the only member of the British High
Command who did not believe in the com-
fortable doctrine that war would be over by
Christmas. Britain met the German threat
militarily unprepared and with half-hearted
co-operation and communication with her

French allies. French railway tracks were
the wrong gauge for British trucks and
British soldiers were not even sure whom
they were supposed to fight—nor did they
particularly care:

War began in the remarkable atmosphere
of enthusiasm which characterised Britain’s
entry into the Crimean and Boer campaigns.
Disillusionment came sooner because the
war was nearer home. Even so, Sir John
French did not commit his army until just
before the Battle of the Marne in early
September. He had no love for the French
and would not submit to French command.
He agreed to co-operate fully only after a
dramatic, histrionic appeal to extract his sup-
port made by General Joffre, Supreme Com-
mander of France. Joffre drove 115 miles
to General French’s headquarters and ended
his passionate plea with the words,
“Monsieur le Maréchal, the honour of Eng-
land is at stake.” This medieval gesture had
the desired effect. Abandoning the attempt
to answer in French, Sir John, overcome with
emotion, replied: “Damn it, I can’t explain.
Tell him we will do al] we possibly can.”

The 426 pages of Barbara Tuchman’s
vividly and informatively written book tend
to ignore logistics in favour of personalities.
Too often the reader is left wondering why.
What, for example, started the rumour that
Russian troops had landed in Britain? And
why did not von Kluck use all his forces at
Mons?

AND THE “MYTH”’ OF ALAMEIN

“ L ALAMEIN,” by Michael Carver
(Batsford, 25s), is still another in
the excellent British Battles series.

Unlike the other volumes reviewed

in SOLDIER, however, it is more a

students’ history than one for the general

reader.

The author (Major-General R. M. P.
Carver DSO, MC, now commanding 3rd
Division) gives a careful account of the move-
ments, successes and failures of the forma-
tions taking part and some highlights in the
experiences of individual units in this com-
plicated battle. It all becomes rather hard to
follow (a more generous supply of maps
would help here) and there is a dearth of
personal stories to give intimacy and
colour.

An exhilarating exception to this shortage
is the description given to a war correspon-
dent by an officer of the Royals, of how two
squadrons of his Regiment broke through
the Axis line, the first to do so, and got loose
among the soft-skinned transport in the rear.

Captain Charles Up-

ham VC and Bar, at
his first investiture.

It was the kind of thing that armoured car
crews must dream about.

There is drama in high places—Mont-
gomery telling a corps commander, at the
height of the battle, that if he and his
divisional commanders were not determined
to break through the enemy line, others
would be found who were; Rommel’s stand-~
in, Stumme, dying on reconnaissance;
Rommel himself contemplating retreat while
Churchill frets because nothing seems to have
been achieved.

One well-established story the author
treats without respect is that of the Afrika
Korps being lured to defeat in soft sand,
during the curtain-raiser battle of Alam
Halfa, by a false map deliberately “lost” in
the forward area. There is no sign, he says,
that this, or any of the other deceptions prac-
tised at the time, had any effect on Rommel’s
plans. Is this another cherished myth for the
waste-paper basket? Or will some other
historian attempt to prove that the deception
really did work?

FIGHTING PARSONS

LTHOUGH the Druids had been
excused war service in Scotland,
Christian clergy made an early

appearance on the scene, bath as priests and
combatants.

The Rev. A. C. Dow MC has traced their
history up to the Crimean War in “Ministers
to the Soldiers of -Scotland” (Oliver and

.Boyd, 30s), a scholarly work which, thorough

though it is, cannot accommodate all the 5600
clergy on whom he collected notes during his
researches.

Before the standing army, the clergy seem
often to have been warriors as well. A Bishop
of Glasgow used beams intended for his
cathedral as battering rams. At the siege of
Stirling, clergy worked as engineers and
gave up the roofs of three cathedrals for
munitions.

In 1399 a parson named Danielson seized
Dumbarton Castle and three years later
traded it for a bishopric. In 1543, a regiment
of more than 1000 Scottish monks took the
field against the heretical English. More than
a century later the “Nonconforme Ministers”
were reported to be “chiefe commanders” of
the rebellious Covenanters.

Scottish clergy went overseas to minister
to their fellow-countrymen in the pay of
foreign monarchs. One became Bishop of
Ofrleans and gave considerable help to Joan
of Arc.

British troops taking cover behind a dis-
abled German tank at the Alamein battle.

RELUCTANT HERO

platoon of the 20th New Zealand In-

fantry Battalion. The platoon com-
mander skulked in his dug-out and did not
appear. “Next time,” threatened his com-
manding officer, “I'll charge you with
cowardice.”

The subaltern thus reprimanded was
Lieutenant Charles Upham VC, who was-to
become the only combatant to win a Bar to
his Victoria Cross (the only other two double
VCs were both medical officers).

INtheWosternDesert,aVl’Pvisiteda

The‘incident of the VIP visit was typical
of Upham’s attitude. His biography, by
Kenneth Sandford, “Mark of the Lion”
(Hutchinson, 25s) might, in the best sense,
have been entitled “Reluctant Hero.” Cap-
tain Upham disliked being singled out for
great honout and has always maintained that
his men did as much as he did.

His dislike of the glory that went with his
decorations was partly due to single-
mindedness. He hated the Germans and

OVER...
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BOOKS continued

thought anything that did not directly con-
tribute to fighting them was a waste of time.
That was why Upham was never a good
parade-ground soldier nor a well-dressed
one.

His first Victoria Cross was earned in
Crete by a series of exploits which included
drawing enemy fire and taking on two well-
armed Germans with a rifle, when he had
only one arm fit to use, all at a time when he
was weakened by five weeks of dysentery.

Upham refused to wear his ribbon. “All
right, if you won’t wear it, I'll wear it myself,”
said his batman. A commanding officer’s
direct order that the ribbon be worn
clinched the matter. The only mention of
the award Upham made in his letters to his
fiancée was, “Please don’t put VC on your
envelopes.”

When his brigade was surrounded at
Mingar Qaim in the Western Desert,
Upham was conspicuous in the defence and
break-out. “Charlie’s got to have another
VC,” said his commanding officer. But
before the papers could go through,
Upham distinguished himself again at
Ruweisat; fighting on after having an arm
smashed while leading a frontal attack.
Then he was hit in the leg and taken
prisoner.

He was one of the Germans’ most trouble-
some priscners. He had a boot shot off in
one escape dttempt, jumped blind from a fast-
moving train in another and ended in the
“bad boys’” prison at Colditz.

When he was released in 1945, the papers
for Mingar Qaim and Ruweisat were

brought out of the files. It looked like
two bars—but that had never been done
before. The two were written into one
citation. Major-General Howard Kippen-
berger, the New Zealand commander, was
summoned to see King George VI, who asked
for his comments. “In my respectful opinion,
Sir,” said “Kip,” “Upham won the VC
several times over.”

News of the Bar brought Upham a flood

. of unwelcome publicity. His home town

opened a fund to buy him a farm, but at his
insistence the money was devoted to children
of New Zealand troops killed in the war. He
bought his own farm, like other ex-soldiers,
with a mortgage.

HIGH ADVENTURE

N 1960, Annapurna II, one of the last
unclimbed 26,000-foot peaks, was sur-
mounted by three determined climbers. It

was the climax of an unusual Services expe-
ditien, in which officers of the British Army,
Royal Marines and Royal Air Force climbed
as a team with officers of the Indian and
Nepalese armies.

Despite some official help, the expedition
was mainly private enterprise and one con-
tribution came from a fund set up from fines
levied against Marines for drunkenness many
years ago.

The chronicler of the expedition was
Captain R. H. Grant, the Royal Marines repre-
sentative, and he tells his tale briskly and
colourfully in “Annapurna II” (William
Kimber, 30s). The final assault on the
summit, in which the author took part, was full
of drama. The climbers had underestimated
the distance they had to cover, and time was
precious. Soft snow was a very real danger.

The author’s oxygen apparatus failed early

in the day and reduced his effectiveness to such
an extent that, not until it was all over, did he
realise that he might either have dumped the
load or offered his part-filled cylinder to a
companion whose supply was running low.
The wonder of it is that his strength was equal
to his courage and enabled him to stay with
his companions through eleven hours of
strenuous climbing in the rarified atmosphere.

He admits that the time factor induced risks.
At one stage on the way down, he slipped on
a snow-slope but managed to stop himself
with his ice-axe, only to see one of his com-
panions falling past him, pulled down by the
author’s own fall. At the end of the 60-foot
rope joining them, the second man jerked to a
halt, and the ice-axe held them both. So
exhausted and oxygen-starved were they that
after this narrow escape they carried on with-
out speaking,

Although only three of the expedition
reached the summit of Annapurna II, several
more topped another peak on the same ridge,
Annapurna IV, at 24,630 feet. It was a con-
solation prize for at least some of the many
whose efforts had brought Captain Grant and
his two companions to within striking distance
of their goal.

SIX-YEAR SAIL

HAT prompts a man to cut loose from

his family and career to embark on a

single-handed six-year yoyage in a tiny
yawl from England to New Zealand? And
what manner of man could be so prompted?
Some, but by no means all, of the answers to
these questions are to be found in Adrian
Hayter’s “The Second Step” (Hodder and
Stoughton, 21s).

The author, who served in a Gurkha regi-
ment, covers a wide field during a vastly event-
ful era. He tells of life in the old Indian Army
in war and peace and includes a brief but
horrifying description of some of

THE SHOP

FOR SOLDIERS

The soldier of today needs—and
enjoys—plenty of newspapers,
magazines and books of all kinds.
They keep him alert, amused,
well informed, and in touch with
all aspects of life. For the widest
choice and most comprehensive
service he goes to his nearest
FORCES BOOKSHOP.

® Books not actually in stock
can be ordered.

® If there is no Forces Bookshop at hand, write to:

SERVICES CENTRAL BOOK DEPOT

FORCES BOOKSHOPS AT
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BERLIN (Y.M.C.A.)
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the events which took place
during the tragic period of tran-
sition to independence in 1947.

When his regiment was trans-
ferred to British service and sent
to Malaya, he went with it. His
experiences during that troubled
episode bit deep. Though he
believed wholeheartedly in the
denial of Malaya to Communist
domination, some of the methods
he saw adopted to achieve this end
were anathema to his own nature
and, against the advice of his
friends, he eventually “kicked
against the pricks.”

Throughout his narrative the
author, a brave soldier but an
unorthodox, introspective and
very deeply sensitive individual
appears to be seeking an ill-
defined and elusive personal goal
which always seems to evade him.
However controversial his views
and the extremes to which he was
prepared to go in order to pro-
claim them, his story is lively and
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Fusiliers, 1939-46" (20s).

The Battalion was re-formed
under the cloud of impending war
in April, 1939, and the book,
which includes eight pages of
photographs, tells its story in
detail through the war years until
disbandment in March, 1946,



Taking a tight rein, Cpl
Finnis urges his mount
over the third fence in

the Army championships.

CORPORAL MAKES SPORTING HISTORY

HENEVER British pentathlon is

spoken about in future the name

of a certain corporal of The
Middlesex Regiment is bound to crop up.
The name is Finnis, christened Fortescue
Benjamin but better known as Mick!

The record books will show it was in
1962 he became the first man to win the
Army, Inter-Services and British Open
Championships in the same year. They
will also show that in the Army Champion-
ships this remarkable multi-athlete scored
5002 points, becoming the first Briton ever
to top the 5000 mark.

But the record books will not show that
25-year-old Corporal Finnis achieved this
remarkable feat with a broken bone in his
left foot, or tell of the drama of the final
event of the open championships, the horse-
riding, when the leader’s horse refused and
Corporal Finnis sped round the course to
snatch victory.

In the Army Championships, in a field
of 36, he ran 4000 metres cross-country
with his foot strapped up and finished 13th,
came second in the horse-riding event over
a rugged Hampshire course, swam 300
metres and came fourth, fenced with all his
35 rivals to win the épée event, and came
second in the pistol shooting.

But the open event at Gosport was an even
sterner test, with first-class athletes from

Italy and France, a strong challenge from
the Royal Marines, and experienced civilian
competitors in the field. After the fencing,
on the first day, Corporal Finnis was lying
eighth. Third place in the shooting and sixth
in the swimming gave him a stronger
position after the second day and ninth
place in the cross-country running gave him
an overall third place before the final event,
the horse-riding.

In the lead, 279 points ahead of Corporal
Finnis, was Alphonso Ottaviani, a 25-year-
old teleprinter operator from Rome. Only a
calamity could rob him of the title—but
the calamity came. His mount refused at the
second fence, the rider was thrown and the
horse bolted. Dazed and bruised the Italian
remounted, but fell again at the next fence
and decided to retire.

And while scrap iron merchant Bob
Phelps, in second place, had trouble at the
sixth fence, Corporal Finnis rode a wonder-
ful round in 4 minutes 39 seconds to clinch
the title. There was more excitement when
the penultimate rider, Lieutenant Paul
Stevenson, Royal Marines, clipped seconds
off Corporal Finnis’s time, a feat which took
him from sixth to second place, 228 points
behind the winner.

Corporal Finnis also contributed to an
Army hat-trick in the event, with the British
Open and Inter-Services Team Champion-

ships to add to the individual events. The
Army’s three other top-class competitors,
Lance-Corporal M. Thomas, The Glouces-
tershire Regiment, Corporal Len Collum,
The Life Guards, and Lieutenant Adrian
Lane, Royal Military Police, filled the
fourth, fifth and sixth places respectively.

Corporals Finnis and Collum and Lieu-
tenant Lane also formed the Great Britain
team which gained a first-ever wvictory at
Bremen this summer in the Modern
Pentathlon international (see last month’s
SOLDIER).

Aftex his record-breaking victory in the open
competition, Cpl Finnis receives the cup
from Lieut-Gen M. C. Cartwright-Tayler.

Success in pentathlon calls for supreme physical fitness and con-
stant practice at the five sports, and with a normal day’s work to do
this means being up with the lark!

Corporal Finnis and his friend and rival Corporal Collum (last
year's British and inter-Services champion) are stationed together at
1 (British) Corps, Rhine Army, at Bielefeld. They rise every day at

5.30 am for a pre-breakfast swim, and after work each day comes the
cross-country running and usually fencing or pistol practice. For
Corporal Collum, a clerk, horse-riding is reserved for Sundays, but
Corporal Finnis's work in charge of stables gives him the occasional
extra ride. Any spare time their schedule allows, the two men spend
in weight-liftina !
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World success for

DD D

FILTER KINGS

In a few months, STATE EXPRESS 555 FILTER KINGS have
achieved international success. On land, on sea and in
the air, in Africa, in Europe, in Asia, in the Americas,
‘the demand today is for FILTER KINGS, sales in many
markets being already greater than those of any
similar king size cigarette. The reason — quality;
superb tobacco with a fine filter giving a gentle smoke
yet so satisfying to the taste. :

State Express...the
best cigarettes in the world
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SPORT

continued

The small but powerful engines thrust the
go-karts forward at the drop of the flag.

GO-KART GRAND PRIX

ELAXED at the wheel of his Ghost Special /LK 101, Lance-
Bombardier Wheatley sped down the straight leading the
field, braked hard for the bend—and nothing happened!

His go-kart swerved and plunged into the bales of straw lining the
track. The hot favourite was out of the 1962 Rhine Army Go-Kart
Championships.

As he tore round the twisting concrete course at up to 50 mph
a small pin holding the brake torque arm had worked loose and
dropped out. And so did Lance-Bombardier Wheatley, of 1st
Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery, who, driving before his home
crowd, had led comfortably in the early heats.

More than 60 drivers battled round the 498-metre circuit spread
over two gun parks at Tofrek Barracks, Hildesheim, some com-
pleting as many as 70 laps in heats and finals. But the testing course,
with its many bends and steep two-foot drop into the straight, took
its toll of machines.

Wheels flew off, engines packed up, and in later races shredded
straw bales, standing out from the sound ones, warned drivers of the
danger spots where the daring but less skilful had come to grief.
But while there was never a dull moment for the large English and
German crowd the thrills and spills produced not a single injury.

Despite feverish activity in the pits—where every kart pulling in
was surrounded by a team of mechanics armed with spares, span-
ners and fuel—only ten of the 16 starters finished the 30 laps of the
Fast Prix, and in the Slow Prix there were five casualties out of 15.

The championship was divided into three classes—governed
largely by the price of the 100 cc machines—and each driver raced
in three heats and was given points for his finishing position in each
heat. In the class for machines costing not more than £25 all com-
petitors drove in the 20-lap final, but in the final for machines cost-
ing not more than £40 there was room for only the faster half of
the field of 33, though a non-finalists’ competition was run for the
half with lower scores.

There were few entries in the more than £40 class so no cham-
pionship award was made, but the more powerful machines came
mto their own in the Fast Prix won by Sergeant Gilmore, of 3rd
Royal Canadian Horse Artillery, driving an MC 20 Special. Mem-
bers of the “Spanners and Speeders” of the Canadian 4th Field
Workshops also competed alongside the 16 British units at the
championships.

Champion in the £25 class (all Clinton A490s) was Craftsman
Nicholson of 14 Company, Royal Army Service Corps, and the
Slow Prix, for the same class of machine, was won by Corporal Bass
of 19 Regiment, Royal Artillery. Sergeant McCrae, of 4 Armoured
Workshops, triumphed where competition was fiercest—in the £40
event, driving a Trokart LK101.

The organiser of the event, Battery Sergeant-Major R. Newman,
1st Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery, showed that his talents were
not restricted to administration when he set up a lap record of
35.4 seconds during the previous day’s practice. His time was
unequalled throughout the championships.

The riders bunch together on a corner of the Hildesheim circuit.




BENGHAZI BOWMEN

OULD it be the first sign in the Army of reaction to the
push-button weapons of the guided missile age? As auto-
mation spreads through the Services is the soldier hanker-

ing after the skills of yore? What other reason can there be for
the formation of the i Bowmen? '
Run-of-the-mill sports like football and cricket have taken a
back seat with a group of British soldiers at this Libyan port. The
royal and ancient sport of toxopholy is in the ascendancy.
Founder member, coach and secretary of the Benghazi Bow-
men is Private Reg Cannon, of 33 Independent Supply Depot,
Royal Army Service Corps. A well-known archer in the south of
England, he formed a club at the BBC, The Aerial Bowmen, and
was a member of the London Archers. While stationed at Alder-
shot early in his Army career he coached at the Royal Aero-

Pte Reg Cannon, coach,
founder and secretary,

in practice at D"Aosta
Barracks, Benghazi, the
home of the new club.

nautical Establishment at Farnborough.

To form the Benghazi club, Private Cannon provided his

own archery equipment for

members, but the growth of the
club has earned it a grant from
Army welfare funds. Now
there are several British and
American civilian members in-
cluding four women.

JUNIOR
LEADERS

SPRING
SURPRISE

ARACHUTISTS domi-

nated the team events

at the Army Swimming
Championships at  Eltham
Baths, Kent. The 3rd Bat-
talion The Parachute Regiment,
won the inter-unit champion-
ship, and the 2nd Battalion of
the same Regiment took the
water polo title, swamping 36
Regiment, Royal Artillery, from
Rhine Army, by 13 goals to two
in the final.

Private J. Butterworth, of the
2nd Battalion, achieved a fine
double with the 440 and 880
yards freestyle, but his was not
the only swimming double.
Lance-Corporal M. Thomas, of
The Gloucestershire Regiment,
smashed the Army record for
the 3x66% yards medley by
13.6 seconds with a time of
2 minutes 28.6 seconds, and won
the 100 yards backstroke event.

The surprise of the champion-
ships was the success of the
Infantry Junior Leaders Bat-
talion, Oswestry, which took
second place in the inter-umit
championship. There were
double honours, too, in the
diving with Corporal C. Phillips
(23rd Parachute Field Ambu-
lance, Royal Army Medical
Corps) taking the one metre and
three metres springboard, and
Private G. Jones (Women’s
Royal Army Corps Depot) win-
ning the same events in the
women’s championships.
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Banking facilities for
Warrant Officers, N.C.Os

and Other Ranks

Lloyds Bank, through Cox’s and King’s
branch, Pall Mall, has a long tradition of
service to the Armed Forces. We are
glad of the opportunity to extend our
service to all ranks of the Army through
any of our 1850 branches.

If you become a customer of Lloyds
Bank you will have a personal banking
account ‘which gives you a full banking
service at a modest cost. You will be able
to keep your money affairs in good order.
You will have the full use of a cheque
book and you will have a wide range of
specialist services at your disposal should
you desire to use them.

The staff at any of our branches will
be glad to answer your questions and to
welcome you as a new customer.
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| If you are stationed abroad,

| or are unable for some

| other reason to call at one

| of our branches, please

| write for a copy of the

| booklet ' Banking facilities

| for Warrant  Officers,

I N.C.0Os. and Other Ranks
of the Army’" to: Public

| Relations Officer, Lloyds

| Bank Limited, Post

| Office Court, 10

| Lombard Street,

| Leondon, E.C.3.
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This new 64 page
guide giving you the
facts, clearly and
simply—explaining the
latest methods and
costing you nothing!

Write for your
FREE copy NOW!
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To: LLOYD'S FAMILY PLANNING CENTRE,
COMMERCIAL ROAD, PORTSMOUTH

Yes—Send Free Family Planning Guide today. | am an adult.

Hand embroidered in gold and silver wire and silk for the following:
CAVALRY * YEOMANRY * GUARDS °* COUNTY REGIMENTS
SCOTTISH, WELSH and IRISH REGIMENTS ° CORPS
TERRITORIAL REGIMENTS, ETC. Price from 30/- each
REGIMENTAL TIES
In all the sbove services in two qualities
Pure Siik 18/6 cach Terylene or Silk and Rayon 12/8 each

15-17 MARKET STREET, MAIDENHEAD, BERKS
Established 1887 Pelplen: Mebdostond 3590 ||

PLASTIC

REPLICAS
Send 1/- in stamps for a full colour illustrated booklet giving hints
on casualty faking and details of all Sets of these ultra-soft plastic
imitation wounds which are widely used in First Aid and Field

Training. Easy to apply, clean to use and last indefinitely. So perfect
in design that it is difficult to dis-

tinguish from real injuries. For
advanced training use our latest
-No. 4 Set which concentrates on
more complicated injuries. Also
available is a new and more efficient
adhesive. Write for details.

BROWNING'S LTD., Dept. A,
69 Aberdeen Street, Hull, Yorks.
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Fall In, The Wives!

The GOC was most interested in Mrs. C. M.
Roberts’ suggestion (Letters, September) that
Army wives might have been represented in the
“Army of the 60s" display held recently in Alder-
shot. He is very grateful for the idea and has every
intention of putting it into practice on a future

occasion.—Lieut-Col J.
HQ Aldershot District.

Motor-cycle Corps

We do not agree with Cadet Birt-
whistle (Letters, July) that scout cars
are as ient as motor-cycles for recce
purposes. Motor-cycles are much

, more manoeuvrable and can
get almost anywhere, certainly to many
places quite inaccessible to scout cars.

B , in @ nuclear war, units
would have to be widely dispersed, per-
haps two or three miles apart, to avoid
concentrations becoming perfect nuclear
targets, and here the motor-cycle des-
patch rider would be invaluable.

Perhaps when Cadet Birtwhistle is
trying to turn his scout car in a narrow
oou:tjlyhncornmunr' ilar confined space
he will think again about a well-trained
and well-equi motor-cycle recce
corps.— Priestley, Bdr J.
Dixon and Gar

. Edwards,
Regiment, RA ('l'ﬂ'), Bolton, Lancs.

Airmen in Aden

No credit has yet been given in
SOLDIER to thcdRoyal Air I:lo::g:
chunent armoure: car squa
which served so tly in the Aden
Protectorate until its role was taken
over by the Army in 1957.

I served with the 1st Camerons
MMGs attached to these armoured cars,
and witnessed an t in the
Wadi Harib when three Regiment
armoured cars attacked a fort and a
force of several hundred Yemeni
regulars and hammered them. The
same three cars served in other engage-
ments at Nejd Misr, Nejd Mergab,
Manawa, Wadi Ain and Ganiyah, to
name only a few.

I was proud to serve beside such fine

British or French?

With your review of “Battles of the
Crimean War” (SOLDIER, August)
you published a contemporary photo-
ph over the caption “Men of a
tish mortar battery lounge behind
the breastworks, while a comrade ka_lggs
casual watch.” This is incorrect. e
soldiers depicted are not British, as
stated, but French, as also are the
mortar and emplacement.—M. Brewer,
2 South Lodge, Hillbrow Road,
Esher, Surrey.

% The picture is from SOLDIER’s

. archives and bears a caption stating that

these are British soldiers of a tish
mortar battery.

“Closed Shop”’

Retired Officer appointments are not
Oﬁ’n’ under current regulations, to
S Service or Extended Service com-
mission . Thus it would apj
that Extended Service officers of 20

years’ service or more are not considered .

to be capable of filling such appoint-
ments, although almost ocmmlpp; at

R. R. Ray MC, AAG,

some time during their active list e-
ment they performed equivalent duties
to those of in the Retired Officer
bracket.

It is difficult to understand this
“closed shop” attitude and the obvious
injustice of the re ions as they stand
at present.—“Jock,” Malaya.

King’s German Legion
Can you please inform me when the
King’s German Legion existed, how
numerous it was and if there is any
literature on the subject ?—H. Coorer,
cfo Ferm..nﬁh County Hospital,
Enniskillen, N. Ireland. g
% The King’s German Legion existed as
such from 1803 to 1816, and its strength
on 15 December, 1815, was 12,228 ers
and men and 3,558 horses. A “History
of the King’s German Legion’” by Boone
was published in two volumes in 1832, but
it has long been out of print and is now a
collectors’ piece.

Penny for the Guy

Remember, remember the Fifth of
November,
Sebastopol, powder and shot.
When eral Liprandi
Charged John, Pat and Sandy,
And a jolly good licking he got.
The above old Army jingle may be
:Epmpri.lte for the November issue.—
N. Peyton, 11 Rodney Avenue,
Tonbridge, Kent. :
% It is indeed. See “Hours of Glory”
pages 24-25.

Saddlery and Lances

In his Iﬁpﬂl for saddlery and lances
(SOLDIER, May), SQMS John
raises a very pertinent question. e
cannot find lances, saddlery or sabres
here either, and some time ago 600
sabres were thrown into a deep river in
order to be “written off!” Lances seem
to be unheard of weapons, but officers’
Infantry ern swords seem to be
quite easily obtainable and are used in
lieu of sabres.

It seems a pity that equipment cannot
be made available to the Legion of
Frontiersmen, the members of which
provide their own uniforms and horses
at considerable expense. All that is
requi are saddlery GS, sabres and
lances.—J. K. McCausland, (Lieu-
tenant, Legion of Frontiersmen),
Iron Road, Penguin, Tasmania.

Natal Carbineers

I read with interest Colonel Fechally’s

letter (SOLDIER, Auguat), and note
the query mark against the Natal
Carbineers. 1 have a copy of the
“Transvaal Special” edition of “The
Black & wglilt:kBudget 1899 and n;::
contents in several photograp
of the Natal Carbineers, one of which
shows Colonel Greene, Major Talliston,
tain Shepstone and Captain Tatham.
regiments serving in South Africa
at that time were the Natal Royal Rifies,
Mashonaland Mounted Rifles; Cape

E R S

Mounted Rifles and Railway Pioneer
Regiment. This is to mention only 2
few, as there were numerous Cavalry
outfits.—E. F. Rashbrook, 124 Mait-
land Park Road, London NW3.

VG Brothers

In his letter (SOLDIER, August)
Mr Blennerhasett mentions four sets of
brothers who won the Victoria Cross.
According to the booklet issued by the
National Army Museum, Sandhurst, in
May of this year, another of
brothers who won the VC were
James Blair, 2nd Bombay Light (;:valry,
and Lieutenant Robert Blair, 9th
g:.en's Own) Hussars. Both won the

during the Indian Mutiny and,
assuming the statement to be correct,
would have been the first VC brothers.—
Canon W. M. Lummis MC, Fen
Farm, Barnham Broom, Norwich,
Norfolk.

% SOLDIER is informed by

Nati rmy the two
Blair VCs were not brothers but cousins.
The ion arose from the phrasing
of a letter from a mutual first cousin once
removed. ents of General Fames
Blair VC, of the Honourable East India
C , were Edward Macleod Blair,
S! ﬁ 5th Bengal Light Cavalry, and

, second daughter of Lieutenani-
General Fames Kennedy, of the Bengal

ight Camh%. The parents of Captain
fifbkcﬂ Blair VC were Mr. Wilgm‘?ldr,

; %_Aummn, and his wife, Yane Christian.

is father became Mr. Fustice Blair, of
Corfz,mdiumsanphmofl.ard
Meadowbank.

Fine Feathers

I d;ﬁljgee with Mr Leventhal
(LETT , September) and say “Up
the khaki and down the blues.”

After ae‘:is;g my husband in his No. 1
Dress “Bl 1 was not surprised when,
on an outing with the children, they
pointed to the Salvation Army coming
down the road and asked, “Is that the
same Army as Dad’s in, Mum ?* He
could just as easily have been taken for
a hotel porter or a bandsman in his
coarse “Blues” with the mandarin collar
and hideous, broad coloured stripe
down the trousers.

1 feel proud to be with my husband
now when he wears his new superbly
cut khaki uniform, and think it is a
pity that he has to wear that monstrosity
of a hat with it which, I guess, was

Lieut-Col _
C. B. Appleby DSO, Director of the *
J A AL, thﬂl

@ SOLDIER welcomes letters. There
is not space, however, to print
every letter of interest received;
all correspondents must, therefore,
give their full names and addresses
to ensure a reply. Answers cannot
be sent to collective addresses.
Anonymous or insufficiently ad-
dressed letters are not published.
® Please do not ask for informa-
tion which you caon get in your
orderly room or from your own

@® SOLDIER cannot admit corres-
pondence on matters involving dis-
cipline or promotion in a unit.
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origi d ed for the blue uniform.
_nﬂﬁ.l‘y C. ﬁ Roberts, 67 Jerome
Square, Aldershot, Hants.

Military Cross

During World War Two a friend of
e Bt i by o B
awar e tary Cross for r
Can SOLDIER please say if the Mggs
awarded to officers and warrant officers
only ?—C. H. Williams, mmy-

oun-

welly,

% The Mikitary Cross was instituted on
Kol
g ation, to captain,
subaltern, or mmt]ﬂw in the A

or Colomal Forces. MC can also
awarded to s and warrant officers
of the Royal Air Force for gallant service
on the ground as opposed to flying.

Bows and Arrows

The last occasions on which bows
and arrows were used by military forma-
tions in action would appear to be the
battles of Eylau and Friedland, fought
in February and June of 1807 respec-
tivell{, when some Tartar regiments of
the Russian forces were so armed. The
wea were presumably short, com-
posite bows of considerable power.

‘The crossbow to which Mr. Pritchard
refers (LETTERS, September) is
probably of American manufacture, and
in the hands of a good marksman is a
wea not to be sneezed at. Unlike
the longbow, which is a hjfh-traiectory
weapon of comparatively low velocity,
the crossbow is a high-velocity weapon
with an effective and accurate range of
up to 400 yards. At this range its killing

OVER...

CAPERING BANDSMEN

The King’s Shropshire Light Infantry
bandsmen spell out the letters
KSLI across the barrack square.

The caperi King’s Shropshire
Light Infantry d fail to remember
that they wear the Queen’s uniform,
with badge and insignia won by courage
and devotion to duty. I am surprised at
your Riublia'aing their antics.—M. H.
a ys Pryce, Brigadier (Rtd),
9 Tekels Avenue, Camberley, Surrey.

The sight of the Band of one of Her
Majesty’s crack Light Infantry regi-
ments performing in the manner of
second-rate music hall artistes is enough
to make the Duke of Wellington and
Lord Roberts turn in their graves.

Surely we need not ‘“‘Americanise”
the British Army any more? We
already have rubber soled boots, which
maybemmcﬂicieng,butlsecnoneed

for Bandmaster Riduign;? turn a fine
band like that of The King’s Shropshire
Light Infantry into a bunch of waltzing
coons.

It may suit a United States Army

Band to carry out the;‘enperformmocs,
but their Army has a different form of
discipline, and no traditions behind it.—

A. W. Read, Lieut-Col (Rtd),
Orchard CI New Barn Lane,
Prestbury, Glos.

FROM A SOLDIER

rust-proof and engraved blade and six
Gurkha Rifles Crests, all d on a.p

A MAGNIFICENT GIFT

WALL PLAQUE. A pair of Horn Handled Kukries, with

2 ehad

Silver-plated
4

6-in. 8-in. 10-in.
£27s. £3 £3 10s.

Add packing and postage 12s. per article (£1
Please send postal orders, American Express

board, for wall decorations and regimental museums:—

Add 18s. packing and postage for each plague.

GURKHA KUKRI, with two miniature knives and sheath, with white metal handle, £2 4s.;
horn handle, £1 15s.; wooden handle, £1 5s. Leather frog, 3s. extra.

from A.P.O."s or B.A.O.R.
No import duty on H.M. Forces gift parcels, if you buy for delivery in U.K.

Money refunded if not satisfied. For our new illustrated Catalogue, bigger and
better than ever, send 1s. P. O. or postage stamps to cover handling and airmail costs.

0.
smwums P.0. Box 27, 39 Lytton Road,
DEHRADUN, INDIA

12-in. blade
A4

for two). Orders supplied per C.O.D .post.
Company’s M.O. or cheque with all orders

FASHION GUIDE

This offer from London's Top Fashion

See the fabulous * TOP-TEN " suits. Also
the wonderful Suiting Samples (1962/3)

Write NOW (Servicemen welcome)

(Dept. S40), 273, Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.1.

House is too good to miss.

... all FREE
Most Suits only 10/- down.

HI-STYLES OF LONDON

P, MOORHOUSE
of Kent. Age 26.
CHEST 4 :

BICEPS 1
THIGHS 23"
WAIST 237

ordinary well-developed man or an athlete
who wants to move into a higher body-weight
division—the *Body-Bulk’' method is an
assured Takes 20 mi DAILY—
NO APPARATUS REQUIRED. All Correspon-
dence in Plain Covers.

Write to: CHIEF CONSULTANT,

HERE'S A MAN wimn » BODY

that men envy and women admire

“My physique is living
methods of training,’’ says

THE “BODY-BULK™ METHOD
of Physical Traini is Conducted b
THE WORLD'S FOREMOST INSTITUT!
OF PHYSICAL TRAINING EXPERTS.

FREE OFFER

SIMPLY STATE age and measurements (height,
chest, flexed biceps, wrist, waist, hips, thighs,
ankle). In return you will receive a detailed
statement of your personal possibilities—
telling you the weight and measurements
which you can reach by scientific training
together with ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE
ENTITLED “BODY-BULK." This course is
recommended by world-famous athletes and
costs less than any other course. Forces
personnel all over the world train on Body-Bulk.

to your

THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF PHYSICAL GULTURE
(Dept. M.25) Holwood House, Holwood Road, Bromley, Kent.

Are you faking your car with you?

KNOW YOUR COSTS IN ADVANCE

If you are importing or exporting your car or
motor cycle in or out of the United Kingdom

WE CAN OFFER YOU OUR COMPLETE PERSONAL SERVICE

Lowest handling charges

Free expert advice on the best method
of importation and exportation

Write now for full details and quotations to:—

MICHAEL GIBBONS & CO. LTD.
General Shipping, Forwarding and Insurance Agents

55/57 JUNCTION ROAD, LONDON, N.19. Telephone: ARChway 4688/9

Marine, Overseas and
U.K. motor insurance
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MORE LETTERS

potential compares favourably with that
of a rifle.

The rate of fire is, of course, very
slow, but for guerilla operations there
might well be some use for a compara-
tively silent, high-velocity weapon of
this nature. Anyway, crossbow archery
is excellent sport, the ammunition can
be gathered up and used over and over
again and the bows cost no more than
a decent rifie.—J. 0. Cornes (Captain,
AC:P, Ling Farm, Wortham, Diss,
Norfolk.

Bonnet and Glengarry

I would like to inform Mr A. S.
Robertson (LETTERS, September)

that the Glengarry has always been the
undress headwear of the Highland
Brigade (the feather bonnet being the
full dress headwear), and at no time
during their history did The Gordon
Highlanders wear the ilmarnock
bonnet until it was thrust upon all the
Scottish regiments (except The Royal
Scots Fusiliers) when No. 1 Dress was
introduced. The bonnet was always a
Lowland headdress in the Army, and
therefore quite incorrect for wear with
the kilt. The Gordon Hi ders were
only correcting this error by re-adopting
the Glengarry (with blue, red and white
dicing—no dark green) which was worn
by the Regiment right up to the end of

orld War Two and maybe even later,

THE LONDON
AMBULANCE SERVICE

requires MEN and WOMEN as Driver/Attendants. Basic
pay £12 8s. (42-hour week) including first-aid and running
repairs allowances. Shift workers pay range £13 15s.-£14 16s.
Initial training with pay. Uniform provided. Paid holidays.
Pension scheme on permanent appointment. Applicants
aged 21-45, must be experienced drivers in good health.

Apply to the

Officer-in-Charge (LAS/S/797/11),
London Ambulance Service, 150 Waterloo Road, S.E.1

<)
2%

QO-}OOOOO00000000{*00000000-}0

Bernards can arrange to send your choice of gifts to Q
any address desired on any date required, accompanied

¢ GIFTS

where

{ FOR HOME

T TP 8
36-page fully illustrated gift list will be sent free on re-

sud b
b

or greeting cards.

with details of the B d Service.

quest,

¢ THROUGH
{ BERNARDS

No duty—No breakages—Prompt delivery.
C. H. BERNARD & SONS LTD.,
Anglia House, Harwich, Essex, England

0000000000*}00000(’0«:"}00':-000

available from us. Please write by AE

G.S. Medals with different clasps: Palestine, S.E. Asia 1945-46, Palestine 1945-48,
Malaya, Cyprus, Near East, Far East, Arab. Peninsula, Coronation E Il R 1953, New .G.S.,
1936 with clasps 1936-37 or 1937-39 and old I.G.S. Medals with different clasps are
ROGRAMMES asking for our priced circular,
BLAZER POCKET BADGES — A SPECIALITY

YOUSAF & CO., 10 The Mall, LAHORE-3, PAKISTAN

WHY WORRY? YOU CAN
NOW REPLACE YOUR
LOST FULL-SIZE MEDALS.

Original full-size Medals and Cam-
paign Stars of WW I, Army and RAF

Foerme
Lohore Came.

rises to over £1,200);
examination for ex-Forces candidates,

limits for Forces service.
Write stating age, Forces service, eic., to:-

CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS

Executive Class examination for ex-Forces candidates, June 1963 (Basic grade

good promotion opportunities. Clerical Class
October 1963. Customs Officer 18-23,
March 1963 and Preventive Officer 19-21, February 1963; extension of age

CIVIL SERVICE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL
10 STATION PARADE, BALHAM HIGH RD., LONDON S.W.12

Can'’t afford private lessons? Learn
ballroom dancing at home! Send for
exciting booklet “Dance Escort”—
FREE to readers of SOLDIER—
which explains the dynamic SURE
STEP system. Just send name and
address to:

ESCORT DANCE INSTRUCTORS
Studio S0.8, Harrogate

Or Rock’n'Roll Course —Send 4/6 p.o.
or OLD-TIME 8/6 or CHA-CHA 5/6

or Escort’s complete Ceili Course, 6/6.

I would also point out that the Glen-
garry has also been re-adopted by both
The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
and The Queen’s Own Highlanders (the
former with their traditional red and
white dicing and the latter with no
dicing at all), the decision to change
having been made at a meeting of all the
Highland Brigade Colonels, and War
Office sanction having been obtained.

I agree with Mr Robertson that other
Lowland regiments (including The
King’s Own Scottish Borderers and
The Cameronians) have no claim to the
Glengarry, and I would be interested
to know how The Royal Scots Fusiliers
(and latterly The Royal Highland
Fusiliers) ever came to wear it.—
“Gordon Terrier.”

Cockadoodiedo!

RQMS “Cockadoodledoo” Acres, of
the Royal Army Ordnance Corps,
“crows” (quite rightly) about his Corps’
sporting achievements in the 1961/62
season (SOLDIER, September). But I
note that of the five events listed by him,
four were won by different units of the
Corps and one by an individual. Con-
sidering the size of the RAOC, I think
the sporting achievements of my own
Regiment compare very favourably.
Our record for 1961/62 reads as follows:
Northern Ireland Command Champions
at hockey, football, boxing, Rugby,
cross-country and athletics; BAOR and
Army Chnm(?ions at athletics; 4th in
the Army Cross-Country Chnmgion‘
ship, and UK semi-finalists in the y
Boxing Championship. This Battalion
also won the ARA Machine Gun Cup
in 1961.—S/Sgt G. Hayden, lst
‘Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment,
BFPO 17.

Not Amused

Thriller writer Clifford Witting
employed his spare time, during Army
service in the Orkneys, in writing a
book called “Subject—Murder.” It was
about the murder of a sergeant-major.
One day his own company sergeant-
major walked in and asked what the
book was about. On being told, the
CSM was NOT amused and, in an
effort to soothe, Witting said that he
would dedicate the book to him.

Surely this must have been the first,
and probably only, book in English
literature ever dedicated to a sergeant-
major ?—J. Symons, 17 Trematon
Terrace, Mutley, Plymouth, Devon.

Set in a panel in St. Benedict’s
Church, West Gorton, Manchester, are
the Crimean medals of Private Ferdi-
nand Stanley, of the Fourth Light
Dragoons (now The Queen’s Royal
Irish Hussars), together with a cuff
from his blue and yellow piped service
tunic.

Private Stanley died at the age of 80
in 1898, and was one of the last sur-
vivors of the famous charge “into the
Valley of Death.”” The silver oak leaf
clasps on his Crimea Medal ribbon bear
the names of Balaclava, Alma, Sebasto-
pol and Inkerman. Surely the preserv-
ing of a portion of an old soldier’s jacket
as well as exhibiting his campaign
medals must be a very unusual form of
memorial in a church, if not unique.—
W. Nolan (ex-RQMS, The Loyal
Regiment), 21 Priestland Terrace,
Tranch, Wellington, Shropshire.

The Crimean medals of Pte Stanley,
with a cuff from his tunic, set in
a panel in St. Benedict’s church.

Collector’s Corner

W. ). Dear, 166 Winchmore Hill Road,
London N21.—British military shako
plates, helmet plates and cap badges. Also
requires officer’s RNAS bronze cap badge.

R. Blake, 12 Hawthorn Road,
Chippenham, Wilts.—Worldwide mili-
tary regalia, badges, buttons, flashes,
lanyards, etc.

Sgt A. Deylgat, Queen Astrid Avenue
96, Assebroek (Bruges), Belgium.—
Worldwide badges and medals, will
exchange Belgian Army badges, medals
and German Signals.

C. Staveley, Gloyns, Yealmpton,
Plymouth, S. Devon.—Cap baliges of TA,
Cavalry, Yeomanry and unusual war-time
units.

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

(see Page 28)

The two pictures vary in the following
respect: 1. Driver’s cap badge. 2. Height
of black tail-fin. 3. Rocket support block
above van’s radiator. 4. tglponraphe n
“Fred’s.” 5. Teeth on ratchet near fins.
6. Length of rocket at tail end. 7. Band
round middle of rocket. 8. Radiator cap
of van. 9. Offside rear wheel of van.
10. Rear mudguard flap of Army lorry.

PRIZE WINNERS

Prize winners in SOLDIER’S Com-
petition 51 (August—quiz) were:

1. Maj J.
[lzrlgade of Gur cj/o GPg, Sl:m]mu.ngelE
atani, ya.
2. Capt G. Dibley, 1st Signal Regt,
BFPO %—t .

3. Gar J. Giblin, The s T
S cantn The King s Tk

4. CSM B. K. Longhurst, RASC/
74A Waldron Road, Earlsfield,
on SWI18.

5. Maj C. Barnes, RASC, RASC

MBmack Office, Osnabruck, BFPO
6. Sgt 1. H. Ross, RAMC, The
Pathology Laboratory, British Mili-
tary Hospital, Berlin, BFPO 45.
7. Cadet S. A. Janisch, School
House, Abingdon School, Berks.

The correct answers were: 1. (a)-(e)
(Dover-Calais); (g)-(b) (Southampton-
Le Havre); (c)-(k) (Folkestone-Boulogne);
(h (Harwich-Hook of Holland);
(7)-(f) (Newhaven-Dieppe). 2.(d)(French
st ts). 3. (a) Grenadier ds;
%9 The Life Guards; (c) The Black

atch; (d) The Royal Scots Greys;
(e) The Cameronians (Scottish Riﬁ?:).
4. Monoc(hyrome. 5. (a) Balmoral is a
private not State residence; (b) Micro-

meter measures, Micro. ifies;
c) Order of letters should Iz Oﬁ,mﬁé,

A. 6. (¢) (The Maid of Orieans).
7. (d) (Centaur, i.e. not a Zodiac sign).
8. (a) Ohm; (b) Macadam; (c) Morse;
(d) Dauvy; (e) Albert. 9. (a) Mecca;
b) Ric (variations accsﬁred);
(¢) Calf. 10. (a) Defence of the Realm
Act (District cer, Royal Artillery,
accepted); (b) Navy, Army and Air
Force Institutes; (c¢) 1962; (d) Knight
Commander of the Bath. 11. (a) Man-

chester (Victoria and Exc e); (b) Car-
diff; (¢) Aberdeen; (d) The jant’s
Causeway.

The answers fwen in SOLDIER
(September) to the quiz omitted
uestion 8 om Colonel Blood, who

) attempted to steal the Crown Fewels.
Answers to stion 9 were: (a) Singa-
pore; (b) Tripolitania; (c) Caribbean;
(d) Germany.

REUNIONS

Cavalry Corps Signals 1914-1919
(including Divisions and Brigades)
OCA. Reunion, Saturday, 10 Novem-
ber, Yictory Ex-Services Club, Seymour
Street, W2. Particulars from G. H. S.
Cooper, 17 North Circular Road,
Finchley, London, N3.

King’s Royal Rifle Corps, 19th and
22nd Battalions. OCA (109th and 110th
TRB). Dinner, 1 December, Queen’s
Royal Rifles HQ, 56 Davies Street,
W1. Particulars from W. H. Hearn,
15 Dartmouth Road, Ruislip, Middlesex.

Ex-Officers of TA Anti-Aircraft
Units. Reunion at Victory Ex-Services
Club, Seymour Street, W2, 6 p.m.,
1 December, buffet 10s. Particulars
from Major W. Darwell-Taylor, 6A
Bingham Road, Croydon, Surrey.
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TUBORG
fop taste in lager

By appointment to the Royal Danish Court, the
Royal Swedish Court and the Royal Greek Court

|

Sarvings
Facilitiox

money!

You may have said it yourself. But, consider. You
will probably never have a better opportunity than
you have now of putting some money aside for the
future. You enjoy good pay—with no overheads—
and all the facilities of the Post Office Savings Bank
scheme are yours for the asking. What could be
simpler ?

Make saving a good habit. Save as much or as
little as you like, but do it regularly. Keep your
money. in the Savings Bank as long as you possibly
can. You will find that it soon mounts up and collects
interest—ready to help start you up in the trade you
are now learning in the Service, or for furnishing

5 Sa’Gﬁ:'h.enhs;;)u’m bgk in ci'lnry life you will be glad you took advantage of your home when you get married.
the **Save while you rve’’ plan. ¥ .

Regular, sensible saving now with the Westbourne Park Build- All the details of the scheme are in the leafiets
ing Society could add up to a deposit on a home of your own and will help you : 2 :
S Sl S B ot Jnaliitass Whie (6 Liili Tl illustrated here. Write to me personally, and I will

Saving on Deposit Accounts have been especially designed for this send you a copy of the one that applies to your

purpose and at present yield 4—% free of Income Tax. A]bernatively you can
open a Share Investment accmmt and earn interest at 3;% free of Income Tax.
Ask your Paymaster now for full details of the scheme and

send now for a copy of the Westbourne Park Building Society brochure. . i o
Air Chief MarshalSir Hugh W. L. Saunders,

WESTBOURNE PARK

Service:

BUILDING SOCIETY Chairman, H.M. Forces SavingsCommittee,
Member of the Building Societies Association . 3
Chief Office: Westbourne Grove, London W.2. 1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7

Local Offices: Ashford (Kent), Bournemouth, Luton, Newton Abbot,

Newbury, St. Albans, Southampton, Southend, Woodford, Worthing Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee
and agencies throughout the country. -
st e e e | | ——
Shares and Deposits in this Society are Trustee Investments
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