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HE name of Albubern stands for one of the 
hnrdest and bloodiest ‘‘soldiers’ battles” in the 
British Amy’s history. Several regiments T engaged m it fought mightily, sufrered dread- 

fully and won immortal renown. 
Yet Albubcra remains specially aasoeinted with the 

57th Regiment of FOotLnow the Middlesex Rkgiment 
(Duke of Cambridge’s Own-d Is proudly mm- 
memorated on the regimental cap badge. From that 
battle s p y  their famous regimental nickname “The 
DiehardK. 

In May, 1811. Wellington was preparing to break 
out of his bridgehead in Portugal into Spain. Early 
in the month the fortress of ALmeida, in the north, 
had fallen as a result of his victory at Fuentes de 
Oiioro, leaving the way open to his advance on Ciudad 
Rodrigo. In the south General Sir William Beresford 
was laying siege to the immensely strong fortress of 
Badajoz. On 12 May, Beresford learned that Marshal 
Soult with about 25,000 Frenchmen was marching up 
from Seville to ‘relieve Badajoz, and Wellington’s 
orders were that he should abandon the siege for the 
time being and move down to intercept the French. 

Beresford assembled his forces, consisting of about 
7000 British soldiers with Spanish, Portuguese, and 
German troops, to a total number of about 30,000, 
and marched south-eashvard. On the 15th he took up 
position along a ridge overlooking the village of 
Albuhera and a stream of the Same name. Most of 
his British troops had not yet met the French in battle 
and were keyed up to prove themselves. though for 
days they had been living. wretchedly on horseflesh. 
On 16 May at about 8 am. some skirmishing and 

CaMOnading began and an hour later the French 
attacked. One column crossed the stream and 
advanced towards the left of the Allied position, but 
the movement was soon halted and proved to be 
a feint. The main assault came in almost imme- 
diately on the Allied right flank and was delivered by 
a huge column of Infantry numbering about 8o00, 
with numerous squadrow of cavalry, including Polish 







I !  IN A “SURVIVAL” COURSE IN THE CANADIAN ARCTIC, BRjTlSH SOLDIERS 
HAVE BEEN LEARNINQ HOW TO LIVE AND FIQHT AT a6 DEQREES BELOW ZERa 

TEAM Otrdd*rsftinn NatL Atht i c  Tratg orspetba 
e o u a b i r s , i n d n d i w e b M B r i U & ~ . a d p & ,  hui jud 
won a relentkm t m b  a the rim dtbs c.ndlu ~retle, 

On the white, desolate tundra, where tempera- go dorm to 
35 or more de- below zero and exposed &rh trracs within 
seconds, the weather is a fonnidabk emmy and ladr of r e s p ~  
for it can mcan death. 

It can be beaten, but only by coursps, considerable willpower 
and high mode.  

The Canadian Army has been training troops in Arctic warfare 
sina 1946, when Fort Churchill camp m established as B joint 
experimental and training station, but the m t  four-and-a-half 
week “survival” course w&l the first to bc held UICre foi NATO 
tmom. 

A ~ m o e a ~ o f ~ i m i p o g .  TbeaenJwntbsmld 

n6 camp was deveiopd as a northem testing station becavs~ 
the locality is the only Q ~ M  available with a&the-year-md rail 
communications, a modem harbur, opoz, for three months of the 
year, and an airfield. 
Because many attending the courae, which trains “evtn grren- 

horn’’ in all ph- of living and fighting in the Arctic, were new 
to the conditions. mninnin the first week w&l to lechurs 
d d r i l l s o n n  there wks also an hour’s snowshcamarch 
Flrry day. 

I 
I 

[n the scwnd weak the troops, using Canadian Army M c  
clothing and equipmnt, spent their fvst night out on the tundra- 
in tents and slqing bags. They also learned how to build igloos. 
snow caves and defensive positions. 

Thin@ bfx-ame d Y  tough in the third week when the students 
spent four consecutive days and nights on the tundra, moving, 
living and “fighting“ on foot, without shelter of any kind. The 
training included a seriea of taaifsl cxercisas during w h i i  they 
moved 70 miles on foot. 

One nrucise took the troops out into the white wilderness by 
“snowmobik” and dropped than one at a time in cardully 
a& lacking any landmarks and two miles apart. Not knowing 
where they were, the students had to figure out their position with 
the aid of only a ~ompau and rcgrwp without bcing a p t d  
The final F s  training in the “fight f a  survival” took plsa 

in the “me Imne’’ among the sparse, blinard-swept spruo~ m 
which offered only a small dew of protection, and the last few 
dayvwere spent in examinations at Fort Churchill: 

AU the students were fitted out with Canadian Army clothing 
and equipment, including a nylon parka, nylon wind-proof trousers, 
warm Arctic muff& for the feet, mitts trimmed with wolwine fur,, 
a Slaping,bag fiued with down; and campingequi~mmt. They were 
ako issued with ration packs which provided betmen 454m and 
calories daily, almoJt double that of the average m8n’s daily intslre. 

I 
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&,far con o ddlw corqing 50 lb. no ddlcr could emer mOi. thqn WO miles. 
dkit morch in 12 dop? LaKDcorpoml Tom Hvrton thought 

Tkec vu the o r s u m  in the otherwise. H. sold he could mor&.S m l l g  
MHnrclc the D.pa qf tb  Porochurc o doy for 12 cumcutive d o p  end what wos 

,H 
R ~ i n w d . n k a ' T l m d d h e n & a r o i d  monherouMproveit. 

t 
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aim tk. -.,I- 
ndd (in tlu - d th. pkcw), o 
WorroM o(l*.r in the Royal Army 
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Thip ycar a f m u s  e d g e  set up to e h a t e  Army omers in the intricate art3 of staff duties celcbretLIs 

its c e n t e m .  
h f m  the St@ CouCge at Camberley was formed, largel,, as a result of the disastrous ine@iency of 

u#ttrakd staff in tlrc Crimean War, generals ehose.their own staff omms from aynong their wealthy and 
i@tenthI (but, more oBen than not, d t a r d y  ignorant) fiicndr. Not until World War One, however, 
Bid the Staff Co&e-once unkna7y described as “a forcing house f i r  unpk?asant people”-begin to 
achieve the-high reputation it edoys today. 

In the artick below ERIC PHILLIPS tells how the Staff College grew from mo&si beginnings in a 
&rek imkhire  aublic house into . . . 

divisions (tWo at Camtcrby a 
onecschatMintcyandAMcrsh~ 
eachof6Qoffiar-studcnts. ’I 
Bfenhcim Wing was dosed 
1951. 

Today the Staff Colkgc COI 
mandant is Major-Gaeral R. 

m t l y  commanding 4 
Infantry Division 
Germany. Its chm 
Is to tmn  oliicers I THE SCHOOL WHERE GENERAWARE MADE war, and III so doing to I 

HE St.8 Cdlcge was not eatirely a io 1858. It had exiated 
in a mhor lam sba 1799 w k n  ColoDsl .I& Le M d ,  
a anlrynmn lrrm &e cbumel Isks, beumc Commmbt  of8 

imporrnvat ofclliEas of over fm yrur’ sonia, to Et @em la st.11 

T b  was on13 one instruqw- room for the Seniors as weil. The 
oeneral Francis Jarry, a French latter also moved, homm, to 
Royalist emigr&fqr, the 26 offi- temporary quartcm at Farnham, 
a r  students, who paid their own where they spent kven yean. 

In the Penmsular War 88 ex- 
T d v e  yean later, on 24 June, students of the Senior W r t -  

1801. the c o l l q  beam fully ment s e d  on the Quutn- 
stablished aa the-Royal Military master-Gglcral’s staff and m y  
Collogc, largely through the in- others M d  staff posts elamhcrc. 
tsnst of King Goorgc I11 and his I t  was a good beginning: If, the 
son, Thc Duke of York, Coin- flow could have k e n  maintalned 
mandcr-in-Chief of the Army. the Army’s pmfessional &imCy 
When a Junior Department (the would have steadily improved and 
forerunner of the Royal Military som of our ninetknthantun 
Academy) was formed in 1802, military disasters might not have 
the school at High Wycombe happened. As it was, during the 
bcfame the Senior Department. long spcll of paa after Waterloo, 
By 1810theSenior Department and inattention to the needs of 

WBS turning out o h r s  better the British Army, the Royal 
trained in staff duties than ever interest in the school for OlfiDaS 
before and the Junior Department waned. Thc Duke of 
was supplying ngimnts with became indflercnt, even hostilt, 
wellcdcrcated ensigns. Indeed, to all idea8 about education for 
the Commiarionag of Military soldm, including the Vaining Of 
Inquiry were so satisfkd that stptr offiars, and ’the W u r y  
they rewnuncnded new buildin@ enforced economies through re 
should be provided at Sandhurst ductions of both students and 
for the Senior Deparimcnt. In teachera. 
1812 the opiaer cadets moved to The Senior Departmnt &U- 
Sandhurst, but there was not ally lost its pnStige and bccunc 

T . e d l q ( e s e t ~ , i n t h e A n t e l o p l a e a t H ~ W y ~ ~ ‘ Y a r t b  

ealploymmt.~ 

. e x W .  . 

l a d y  a refuge for married 
dfiars who wished to avoid 
foreip sema and unmanied 
OffreFJ whose aim was to shirk 
regimental duty. 

Yet during this inglorious era 
one man at least, and he a 
civilian, did his bat to uphold 
the proper standprdr of the 
drsprmmt. HC was John Nar- 
r h ,  who in 1820 became Mathe 
matical P m f q r .  To his per- 
sonal d o n s  alone was due 

while the College was in the 
doldrums. Worn Narrien j o e ,  
the syllabus contained few mili- 
tary subjeco. He m n  realiscd 

.‘that the hishly sehtific and un- 
practid tuition -(it included 
sstronomy, the higher branches 
of mathematics end languages) 
was not calarlsted to frt an 
offiar for staff work, and sct 
h i d  to study, and then to 

tion and Eartramentat~on (the 
choia. fonatnrtl ‘on and protee 
tion of camp): 

After the crimcsn war Quem 
Victoria and the Duke of Cam- 
bridge, the Commandtr-in-Chief, 
played an important part in 
reforming the Senior m t  
and a new system of mstruction 
was &vised. Thc nalnc was 

Such ElICCCS8 M WBS Schkved 

teach tactka, gunnery, fortilica- 

. .  
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. .  
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bridge -kid .the foundation stom 
of the present building (originally 
designed without a bathmom or 
an adequate hot water system) in 
December, 1859. The following 
year Qukn Vittoria planted the 
famous beech tree on he front 
lawn. 

During the building operations 
“Cambridge Town” sprang up 
along theLondon road, but this 
nnmc m n  led to postal c o d -  
sion with Cambridge and was 
cormpted into Camberley. The 
new building was occupied in 
1862. In 1868 appcpred the ab 
brated wkge  badge of the owl 
(symbol of wisdom) sumounted 
b y a c r o w n a n d p e l r h e d o n  
CIOMcd swords (signifying war). 
Yet the w u m  somehow re 

mpincd imperfectly dcaigricd to 
impart war-wisdom; it was still 
too unpractical and scientific. 

changed to the Staff College and 
on I April, 1858, the first Stafr 
College course began. No fks 
were to be payable by students for 

trance and final examinations 
were institutdand the syllabus 
included military subjffes. though 
mathematics wntinucd to 
dominate it. 
.’ The Duke of. c3unbridgc also 
laid d o m  the qudi6dons for 

first requirement. for aik-de- 
camp-that they, should write “a 
distmct and k b l e  hand”- 
sug~ested by Lord PalmeFJton, 
the Primc Minister, who was 
“sorry to soy that the Offictn of 
the Army a16 apt, as a NIC; to 
write like kitchen maids.” 

In 1858, Jams  Pcnncthomc, a 
pupil of Nash, was asked to sub- 
mit plans for a new Staff Colkge 
buildina and the Duke of Cam- 

the two-yearcoursc. Properm-. , 

,ali gtwb Of staff Offictn: The 

Commandant. He i n f u d  a com- 
pletely new spirit into the place 
and at last carried out training 
on practical lines. The Staff 
College Drag was formed in his 
time, and with his active support 
brought about a revolutionary 
change in the life there,. contri- 
buting duch to the improvement 
of the type of officer attracted to 
the Stafr coucge. 

During World War Onc the 
staff College was closed until 
1921 when the first post-war 
examination was Md. For the 
first time all obligatory subjects 
were purely military. From then 
until 1939 the course was for 
two years and the maximum age 
for entry was r c d d  from 35 to 
33 years. Just before the last war 
the authoritiu decided that the 
annual output of staff otEars 
muat be largely increaacd, by 
running a oneyear course at 
Cambcrley for the younger otli- 
CCK W t a r t i n g  a new Senior 
Wing at Minlsy Manor, mar 
Camberley, for those about 35 
yeam of age. 

In World War Two special 
c o u m  of 17 weeks’ duration 
were held. Afterwards the wusc 
was lengthened agnin, first to six 
months, then to em year. Num- 
ben were increased and a third 
wing wsll opened at Bknheim 
Barracks. Aldershot. so that for 

fit them for sofond-pradc 
staff e m p b m t  and, with fur- 
ther exrm&ncc, for command. 
Usually, 140 British Army a- 
CCLS a& betwkn 28 and 32, 
attend the o n e m  course, with 
three o f f i a ~  tach fmm thc Royal 
Navy, the Royal Marines and the 
Royal Air Fora. The balana of 
180 shldents Is made up of 
o b  of the British Common- 
wealth, the United States and 
other fomign Armies. 

In gcncral, the aim is to pro- 
d u a  an otRu capable of rvltting 
about the solution of any miliary 
problem in an ordgly manna 
and prcscnting the rrsulw of his 
work in an understandable and 
a uacful way. The student also 
receives a firm grounding in 
tactical doctrine. EaCh of the 
three divisions of 60 students is 
broken down into syndicates of 
ten, with at least one from a 
Commonwealth army in each 
syndicate. The everyday method 
of study IS by syndicate discus- 
sion. 

The coum includes joint exer- 
a m  with the Royal Navy. Royal 
Air Fonr  and Civil Wens 
Staff Colkga4 and a Continental 
bat-ld tour. Closer w-opera- 
tion is being dmloped with the 
Royal Military College of Sciona, 
particularly on tshnical develop 
mnw and nuckn wapons. 

ii 
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During the sixycam’ cxistena 
of the Women’s Royal Army 
C o p  Staff College at Frimley 
Park (closed last July) women 
otliar-students anended general 
k u t w  at Camberley. The staff 
training w u m  for WRAC otli- 
am in future will be supuviscd 
by the Commandant of the Staff 
couege. 

Thae is pknty of play to 
balance the work at Camberlsy. 
The Drag is still active (shared 
now by the Royal Military Aca- 
demy) and there arc cricket, 
wb. -. hockey, -, 

squash, golf, sailing, shooting, ,I 
and even softball clubs. 

The Staff College is proud of I 
its many devoted household ser- I 
vants, some with astonishing I 
records of aervicc. The oldest is 
Mr. C. Read, who has been there 
for 58 years and is now 83. Two 
batmen, Mr. J. H. Fensom (73) 
and Mr. D. E. Moth (76) have 
52 and 53 years’ scrvia respec- 
tively, while Mr. C. T. Munt (63), 
the meg( Jteward ami Mr. T. 1. 
Gnen (62). mesa waiter, both 
have 48 years at ~amter~ey to 
their d i t .  

I 

i 
I 
i 
I the 1947 c o w  thcre were four 

nidluc*enryJa. I 

Nor  did^ its artificate o 
certain prospsct of s 
ment, for thcre was still 
favouritism. 

In 1868 a Royal Commissi 
began ‘ to  inquire again 
military education, especially 
the Staff Colleec, and in 1870 
new orders and regulations came 
out lxlscci on the principka that 
the Collogcqxisted to obtain the 
best q3haltal otficcls; trpin 
them pmctically; give’ them ‘a ,: 

reasonable w u r a n a  of staff 
cmploymnt for which they were 
trained, ‘and .plaa t h  in thc ’’ 
appointments for which they ’.. 
appeared best fitted. Colonel- 
B. B. Hamky, an extremely 
forceful pusonality, Wp1 *e 
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