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FRONT COVER: National flags
inside the Musée Memorial at
Bayeux in Normandy provide
a backdrop to the famous
photograph of British com-
mandos going ashore in Nor-
mandy. It was taken by Sgt lan
Grant of the Army Film and
Photographic Unit.

The scene that greeted Army Film and Photographic Unit linkman Capt Derrick Knight and cine
cameraman Sgt Desmond O’Neill as they went ashore in Normandy on June 6, 1944. Morning

D-DAY
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mist covers the beach as tanks of the 13th/18th Hussars touch down near a guiding flare. Mined
obstacles jut menacingly above the waves. Sgt O’'Neill, who joined the staff of the embryonic
SOLDIER magazine a few months later, is now one of Britain’s top society photographers. On
Pages 62-63 he tells how he was wounded on D-Day, a misfortune which enabled him to scoop
the world with film taken on the invasion beaches. Capt Knight died earlier this year

This commemorative issue of SOLDIER is
published as a tribute to the brave men and
women who took part in the great invasion
that began the liberation of Europe 50
years ago.

Much of the content is devoted to their
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More than 200 members of The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers exercised their right to march through the
City of London as one of its privileged regiments on April 29 to mark the silver jubilee of the RRF’s
formation. The Duke of Kent, Colonel-in-Chief of the regiment, took the salute

Anglian officer
killed in Bosnia

CAPT Steven Wormald, a liai-
son officer with the 2nd Battal-
ion, The Royal Anglian
Regiment, was killed on April
29 when his Land Rover set off
an anti-tank mine near Gornji
Vakuf at the start of Grapple 4.

He is the fifth British soldier
to die during the 18 months of
Operational Grapple. He had
just arrived with the 2 R
Anglian battalion group to
take over from the 1st Battal-
ion, Coldstream Guards, which
has returned to Germany at the
end of its six-month tour.

Another Royal Anglian and a
Coldstreamer were injured.

Tension increased signifi-
cantly following Bosnian Serb
attacks on UN troops.

Soldiers of A Company, 1st
Battalion, The Duke of
Wellington’s Regiment, re-
turned fire after being shot at
twice during a foot patrol
inside the ceasefire exclusion
zone around Gorazde.

The eight-man patrol was
pursued by Bosnian Serb sol-
diers and carried out a fighting
withdrawal in which three
Serbs were believed killed.

A column of 48 vehicles with
183 reinforcements from C
Company was blocked by
Bosnian Serbs for four days
until allowed to pass on May 4.

The Dukes were accompa-
nied by Norwegian medical
teams and French engineers as
well as Royal Engineers, and
are working alongside Ukrain-
ian infantry.

Only eight hours after arriv-
ing they were visited by Gen
Sir John Wilsey, Britain’s Joint
Commander of British Forces
supporting United Nations
operations in former Yugo-
slavia. He stopped off during a
two-day visit for talks at
Zagreb, Split and Sarajevo.

A Nordic battalion observa-
tion post near Tuzla came
under artillery and mortar fire,
and when eight Danish Leop-
ard tanks moved up they were
attacked by anti-tank missiles.

The Danes fired 72 fank
rounds during a two-hour
clash, silencing the Serbs and
reportedly killing nine. It was
the most serious confrontation
so far between UN troops and
Serbian forces.

UN troops came under fire
seven times — six from Serb
positions. British soldiers near
Travnik used their mortars for

the first time in reply to
shelling.
When 1 R Anglian took

command on May 14 the ini-
tial dispositions were Battalion
HQ and one company of 2 R
Anglian at Vitez, with two
companies at Gornji Vakuf.

Tactical HQ and A plus C
Company of 1 DWR were at
Gorazde, with the remainder at
Bugojno. No decision had
been taken to extend their
four-month tour to six months.

C Squadron, The Light Dra-
goons replaced A Sgn at
Tomislavgrad, while D Sqgn
was at Zepce with a troop at
Maglaj.

Tension off the Balkans
increased dramatically on May
1 when the British frigate HMS
Chatham, leading six Nato
warships, was nearly rammed
by one of two patrol boats
accompanying a former Yugo-
slav Navy frigate, manned by
Serbs, which tried to intervene
when a tanker was stopped.

NEWSLINE
City honours the Fusiliers

Army’s
major
role In
France

THE BRITISH Army will
have a major role in the D-Day
commemorative programme in
Normandy. More than 2,500
troops from the 3rd (United
Kingdom) Division are involved
in organising services at five
war cemeteries and carrying
out a massed parachute drop.

Services at Ranville, Her-
manville, Douvres, Ryes and
Bayeux are the responsibility of
3 Para, 3 Div Signal Regiment
1 RWF, 47 Regiment RA and
36 Engineer Regiment respec-
tively.

In addition, 3 Close Support
Regiment RLC will organise
the British veterans’ parade at
Arromanches beach, and 100
officer cadets from Normandy
Company, RMA Sandhurst,
will parade at an international
ceremony, attended by heads
of state, at Omaha beach.

The huge military operation
will involve the move of stores,
vehicles and soldiers by logistic
landing ships from 17 Port and
Maritime Regiment RLC at
Marchwood.

Soldiers will be accommo-
dated in four administrative
bases and aboard two landing
ships moored at Caen. An
RLC-Expeditionary Forces
Institute canteen will also be
established.

Scots DG
bird group
wins award

SOLDIERS from Cartterick-
based Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards are among members of
a conservation group to receive
a top MoD award for the
second year running.

The Silver Otter was award-
ed for their efforts in turning 28
acres of tangled trees and
shrubs, once a military training
area, into a haven for 60 differ-
ent species of birds and 150
varieties of plants and wild-
flowers. The group also estab-
lished a bird-ringing station
studying migration patterns,
and bred and released several
barn owl chicks.
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If you're looking for an off-roader that's really Super Select 4WD, alloy wheels, electric

proved itself, take a look at the new Mitsubishi windows, electrically heated and adjustable door
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NEWSLINE

‘Performance pay ‘rubbished’’

PERFORMANCE related pay
for the Forces was described as
“a load of absolute rubbish” in
the House of Lords.

The phrase was used by
Opposition ~ chief  defence
spokesman Lord Williams of
Elvel, who said that until more
details were available on how
the matter was to be examined
“‘we shall continue to take the
very hostile view that we have”.

Aim of the proposal, suggest-
ed Lord Campbell of Croy, was
to recognise the past achieve-
ments and experience of those
who could not expect further
promotion, such as warrant offi-
cers.

Lord Dean of Beswick said it
was right that men and women
now taking on increasing
responsibility because of the
reduction in the Armed Forces
should be better rewarded.

“Is it not at least arguable,”

Lord Chancellor,
“that performan-
ce related pay
would be incon-
sistent with the
general ethos to
be attached to a
uniformed and
disciplined Ser-
vice?"

Defence Under-Secretary Lord
Cranborne said the matter was
being examined independently
by the Armed Forces Pay Review
Body and Senior Salaries Re-
view Body and the Government
was keeping an open mind.

Mr Peter Hardy asked the
Prime Minister if he will now
reconsider the question of the
award of campaign medals for
those involved in the invasion of
Europe in 1944 and in the bomb-
ing campaign over mainland

A summary of defence
topics from Westminster the

In a written

answer Mr
Major  replied
that King

George VI had
approved the
France and Ger-
many Star for all
who took part in
Normandy
invasion and subsequent opera-
tions in north west Europe; and

the Air Crew Europe Star for °

those in operations over Europe
up to June 5 1944, provided they
qualified for the 1939-45 Star.

This column was itself the
subject of a Commons written
question when Shadow Defence
Minister Dr David Clark asked
the Secretary of State “what
information the new parliamen-
tary column in SOLDIER maga-
zine will include”.

Jeremy Hanley replied that

. column contained a brief digest

of defence matters considered

by the editor to be of interest to

his readership.

“The column will reflect infor-
mation which affects Army per-
sonnel, their dependants, and

~ the ex-Service community.”

The police report on alleged
war crimes in the Falklands was
delivered to the Crown Prosecu-
tion Service on March 29, the
Lord Chancellor told the Lords.

Any decision to take the
matter further would be made by
the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions in consultation with the
Attorney-General.

On March 1 1994, member-
ship of the Army's long-term
reserve was 104,722, MPs were

Qaid Lord Hailsham, the former

Europe from 1940 onwards. Armed Forces Minister - told.

Welsh
goats
go on
parade

THREE VIGs (Very Impor-
tant Goats) took part in a
never-to-be repeated occasion
at Maindy Barracks,Cardiff.

The volunteer soldiers of the
2nd Battalion, The Royal Reg-
iment of Wales were on parade
to say a formal goodbye to
Dewi V, their mascot, who,
along with his keeper, Goat
Major Sgt Colin Pryce, was
returning to civvy street.

Also on parade were Taffy
IV of the regiment’s 1st Battal-
ion and Shenkin I, new mascot
of the 2nd Battalion.

Dewi V was also the mascot
of the 3rd Battalion, now amal-
gamated with the 4th Battalion
to form the new 2nd Battalion.
In a previous existence — as
Sospan III —~Shenkin I was the
mascot of the 4th Battalion.

Rangers Kkilled

PTES Glen McGowan,
Rodney Tosh and William
Salters of the 5th Bartalion,
The Royal Irish Regiment,
died and five others were
injured in a fire at their bar-
racks in Magherafelt, Co Lon-
donderry, on April 30.

Nunshlgum veterans remember

Heroism 50 years ago in Burma was marked at Bovington when Burma campaign veterans Robert
Greendale, Arthur Freer and Richard Teese attended the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards (Carabiniers and
Greys) commemoration of the Battle of Nunshigum, at which B Squadron, 3rd Carabiniers retook a
strategic hill near Imphal. Tank commanders had to expose their heads and shoulders because of the
steep incline, and were picked off one by one as they fired their pistols

Tors teams

MORE than 400 teams were
due to participate in the 35th
Ten Tors expedition which
began on May 14.

About 2,400 young people
entered the annual event and
faced the rigours of two days
on Dartmoor. The Ten Tors is
organised by staff from Head-
quarters 43 (Wessex) Brigade
based at Exeter.

Gurkhas to stay

THE GURKHAS will continue to serve in the British Army after
the withdrawal from Hong Kong in 1997, said Defence Secretary,
Malcolm Rifkind in Nepal. During his recent visit he saw a pro-
gramme being implemented to resettle and train Gurkhas made
redundant in the Defence cuts.

He also paid tribute to dozens of Gurkha Second World War vet-
erans receiving pensions at the Gurkha Welfare Centre in West
Nepal. Mr Rifkind met ex-Rifleman Bhanbahakta Gurung, who
won the Victoria Cross in Burma in 1944, one of seven holders of
the VC still living in the hills of Nepal.
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A COMEBACK

FROM COMBAT

The Singlepoint Combat Sight SP260 is back

Since its inception in the early 70’s, ‘The Both Eyes
Open’ red dot system has been copied but not
equalled.

Singlepoint remain THE sight for the shooter looking
for speed to add to accuracy — if you'd like further
information then just send us a

S.A.E. marked Singlepoint

and we’ll happily
send you

details —

The SP260 is
now available for
immediate delivery
from the exclusive

distributors at an
introductory price of

£69.95.

BATTLE ORDERS LTD

DEPT SD, 71A EASTBOURNE ROAD, LOWER WILLINGDON, EASTBOURNE,
EAST SUSSEX BN20 9NR TEL: 0323 485182/437309 (FAX 487309)

YOUR MOST EXCITING POSTING
THIS YEAR!

BCB'S NEW ADVENTURE
MILITARY CATALOGUE
Ready for inspection: more than 300 items of
professional clothing and equipment (most
NATO approved), all illustrated and described in
our FREE 24-page colour catalogue OUT NOW.
Many exclusive and hard-to-find lines, including
the genuine SAS Smock, DPM and other

IR- proof clathing, survival kits and tools,
cooking/firelighting aids, webbing, innovative
bergens, knives and much, much more.
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Make outdoor life more proctical
and comfortable, no matter how tough the
conditions. Clip the coupon or ring today.

3 INTERNATIONAL LTD.
Send to: BCB Internationol Limited, Clydesmuir Rood Ind. Est.,

@.D.Golding fgjers

Military Livery and Civilian Tailors

—G.D.Golding
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We are pleased to be Regimental
Tailors by appointment to:

The Household Cavalry.
1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards.
The Queen’s Own Hussars.
Royal Tank Regiment.
Corps of Royal Engineers.
Royal Corps of Signals.
The Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire.
The Royal Irish Regiment.
The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment.
The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment.
The Royal Regiment of Wales.
The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters.
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment.
The Light Infantry.
7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles.
The Army Air Corps.
The Royal Army Chaplain’s Department.
The Royal Logistic Corps.
Royal Army Medical Corps.
Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.
The Adjutant General’'s Corps.
Royal Army Veterinary Corps.
Small Arms School Corps.
Royal Army Dental Corps.
Intelligence Corps.
Army Physical Training Corps.
The Berkshire Yeomanry.
The Inns of Court and City Yeomanry.
Royal Gloucestershire Hussars.

The Wessex Regiment.

Exclusively cut and tailored in our own workrooms by experienced craftsmen, under the
personal supervision of Mr Golding
We offer top quality service using the finest Barathea and Superfine materials, with
competitive prices and credit
Our special fast service is available at no extra charge
We can also supply: military ties, blazer badges, badges of rank, Marcella shirts
miniature medals, Sam Browne belts, spurs, George boots, Mess wellingtons and khaki
shirts
Full-sized and miniature medals remounted
Service dress hats, side hats and Blues hats supplied

05

w Cordiff CF2 205 Telephone: 0222 456900 (24 hours) -J
* I Gand 10 BCE Internotionol Limited, Ciydesmuir Rood o, 5.

Cordiff CF2 205 Telephone: 0227 456900 (24 hours)

I

|

I

|

|

|

|

e e 8

II_ Our Representative will call at your -:

request. Ring (0727) 841321 — |
I Fax (0727) 831462 or write for details to: |
| 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW |
N D SNl L e |
: e TR SR g 1 £ B e |
i 0 e e iR et I
I ................................................ [ S . VR ]
| Please state your particular requirements below: {



NEWSLINE

Springing into action from 4 Close Support Regiment RLC are LCpl Daren Steven, LCpl Graham Mailer,
LCpl Danny Weir, Cpl Andy Melia, Cfn Colin McKenna, Cfn John Keegan, Cfn Sam McClusky and Pte
Caroline Welsh, who were involved in the clean-up at Abingdon

Sc':IICIJ_IOer Pudding on a good show Troops in

on iline

A CLASS 47 locomotive was Clean-up
campaign

named “The Sapper" at Strat-
ford-upon-Avon in recognition
of HQ Engineer Resources,
Central Engineering Park, Long
Marston. Royal Engineers, who
have had the Freedom of the
town for 35 years, are respon- BOMB squad soldiers from
sible for 19 miles of track at the 721 Squadron, 11 Explosive
stores depot and railway lines O Eiarics Dis;’)osal Regiment
within British Forces installa- % i
tions in Germany. RLC used “Wheelbarrow” —
the remote-controlled bomb
® ® L disposal device — to help fill
Medics from Birmingham- two skips of rubbish taken from
a Hereford brook during
National Spring Cleaning
Week.
Several tons of rubbish clog-
ging hedgerows and ditches
Panani Emfﬁ*kﬁ w;]‘ll round Dalton Barracks, Abing-

based 202 (Midlands) General
Hospital RAMC(V) pushed a
Royal Marines unit into second
place to win the overall team B
trophy in a two-day, 50-mile ? ¢ O,
march at RAF Swanton Morley o~
in Norfolk.

& & " / e don, were removed by 3 and 4
Struwberrj Souce Regiments RLC.
~ Four veteran 25-pounder ey L Training areas near Alder-
field guns saved from the Old 2 Yorks Favowrite shot and Church Crookham
scrap-heap boomed out over Cid ;
Carc o celebrat the bih ) e s appoars VR R b
day of the Queen on April 21 i ;
when TA gunners of C (Glam- c\ D) b w 3rd 'Battallons, The Paracbute
Regiment; the 7th Barttalion,

organ Yeomanry) Troop, 211
(South Wales) Battery Royal
Artillery (Volunteers) fired a 21-
gun salute.

7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own
Gurkha Rifles; and 5 Airborne
Brigade Logistic Battalion who
spent two days clearing up
rubbish.

.

Proceeds from the final open i
day at the Support Weapons Members of the 3rd Battalion, The

: ; Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of R S " d H I d
E‘Jo'ggt'e d’ﬁgmra;ﬂﬁa avr:glw \?ﬂe Yorkshire (Volunteers) cooked up a Wwin OW U n Vel e
lage hall at gigheldean and recipe.: for success in a competition A STAINED glass window dedicated to the 1st Battalion,
swell the Netheravon Church Eiltgrclir;ey(grr:t.)eTGhe Witr:‘ni:'gotEeaT n The Royal Scots, was unveiled in the ancient Canongate
Roof Fund. The farewell ges- g p—1 Kirk, Edinburgh, during a series of visits in the regiment’s

: . District’'s annual Territorial Arm - . -
ture marks a close relationship cookery and military skills event wa: recruiting area. Soldiers of C Company, led by the Pipes and

since 1904. The Wing is due to (top to bottom) Sgt Shaun Marshall, Drums and the Lowland Band, were given a rousing reception
Q:we to Warminster next App Cpl David Houghton, LCpls Kevin when they marched through Haddington, Musselburgh,
Lefley and Tommy Hought Penicuik, Linlithgow and Peebles.
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IT'S ALL WORKED OUT
BEAUTIFULLY

The new Renault Laguna is
a car which from concept
to production has indeed
worked out beautifully.

With its bold distinctive
exterior styling, sophis-
ticated comfort and
expertly designed
well equipped interior,
together with a high
standard of safety, security
and manufacturingquality,
the new Laguna combines
style and practicality in a 5
door saloon.

A choice of four engines
including a 1.8 litre and 2.0
litre petrol, a powerful
170bhp 3.0 litre V6 petrol
andanewrefined2.2litre 12

RENAULT

and:

valve diesel give high levels
of drivingeasecand pleasure.

Four levels of equipment
offer a range rarcly found
in this class of car - power
assisted steering, side
impact bars and seat belt
pre-tensioners, remote
control central locking,
engine immobiliser and
clectric front windows are
standard across the range.
ABS and drivers side air bag
are available on all models

For more information on
the new Renault Laguna or
any other vehicle in the
Renault range, please
contact Renault Export
Sales direct on 081 896
7519.

Welll - handle it -all
beautifully.

[ THE NEW LAGUNA BY RENAULT—I

RAGGED WAR
The Story of Unconventional and Counter-
Ty Revolutionary Warfare
Leroy Thompson

Guerrilla warfare, terrorist and revolutionary activities have become an

)

increasing part of the modern world causing democracies worldwide to

; engage in counter-insurgency operations. VVritten by a warfare expert, this
sharp, readable study demonstrates how traditional military action has
been sacrificed in order to counter the development of more ‘ragged’, irregular

war tactics. Fully illustrated with unusual and stunning action photographs, this historical examina-
tion of strategic progress gives a fascinating insight of ‘ragged’ war which has its origins in the dawn
of warfare.
HB 234 x I56mm
ISBN: | 85409 057 7

192pp 64 b&w photos £16,99

CHANGING ORDERS
The Evolution of the World’s Armies, 1945 to the Present

Peter G. Tsouras

The fifty years since World War Two have seen dramatic changes in the world's armies and
through a series of snapshots’, the author charts the many influences, such as technological
advances, intercontinental alliances, the Cold War and revolutionary warfare
The subject is covered country by country, the performances of each army are
then assessed, paths of development are validated or repudiated and world-
wide trends identified.

HB 234 x I156mm 368pp 30 photos, 13 maps £20.00

ISBN: | 85409018 6

GUNS OF THE ELITE:

The Special Forces Firearms, 1940 to the Present

George Markham

Foremost in the struggle against terrorism are the special forces This
book provides a penetrating account of the weapons of these elite fight-
ers. Special Forces have risen to prominence in the last thirty years as
their special fighting skills have involved them in delicate operations
The availability on the open market of weapons that were once con-

fined to military service has allowed terrorists to equip with weapons of the

" 1
—
T

utmost sophistication, forcing the Special Forces 1o seek ever-beuer equipment to meet the

threat. These developments are reflected in the extensive changes now made in the Guns of the

Elite since 1987. Topics covered include: handguns; compact sub-machine guns; rifles; shotguns;

and, ammunition and its effectiveness.
Hbk 276 x 219mm

176 pages Over 250 photos and line drawings

ISBN: | 85409 1980 £19.99 Available August

BRITISH CAMPAIGN MEDALS

From Waterloo to the Gulf
Robert W. Gould

This new, fully updated edition of the classic guide to medal collecting
remains the best introduction and illustrated reference. Written by a
collector, it covers every medal issued to the British Forces who took
part in wars and campaigns over a |80 year period. A complete
description of every award and clasp is given, together with a life-size
illustration with ribbon and a brief history of the campaign for which

they were awarded. New sections in this edition include advice on

displaying and cleaning, researching the recipients, and much more. As well as all this

new information, there is the added bonus of a fully updated price guide to make this a welcome

new edition and still the leading guide of its type.
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Brldge of memories

Normandy veterans Richard Todd and John Howard
exchanged memories at Aldershot when they met to open a D-
Day exhibition in the Airborne Forces Museum. Maj Howard led
the glider-borne Ox and Bucks Light Infantry which captured
Pegasus Bridge, while Lt Todd was with 7 Parachute Battalion
which relieved Maj Howard's force. Both await a French Govern-
ment announcement on the future of the original bridge - replaced
recently by a wider version — to be made after the 50th anniver-
sary commemorations. See Pages 52-53.

Fitting occasuon
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Receiving a fitting for his new Royal Logistics Corps mess kit is Capt
Graham Manders, who commands the RLC Local Resources section in
Berlin. Attaching the ornate braid epaulettes is Herr Kirca, one of two
German tailors employed in the RLC Tailor Shop at Alexander Barracks.
It will close in September as part of the Berlin drawdown.

T|m goes Dutch

When Tim Royall took
voluntary redundancy
after 18 years with the
gunners, he knew pre-
cisely what to do. He
moved to Holland and
set up the “Wings of
Freedom” Museum in
Veghel.

Crltlcal time

afadebolofolofolatoladolabotodofotobolatobe for Marjone
Driving amb|t|on: and medics

Cpls Morgan Bridge (left) and Michael
Doherty of The Parachute Regiment set off Six nursing officers from 219 (Wessex)
from Aldershot in their specially adapted y Eigiq Hospital, RAMC (Volunteers)
Land Rover earlier this month to compete in X head for Bangladesh this month to
the notoriously arduous Wamn _T_ransyivania_n assist and train the Bangladesh Min-
Trophy 1994 off-road competition. The pair 4 jsiry of Defence medical staff in critical
had just four days to get to the assembly y care. Four of the team, which will be
point for the challenge near the . pageq in Dhaka, are pictured with their
Czech/Ukrainian border, followed by a X leader, Maj Marjorie Bandy (standing,
seven-day drive through the Ukraine. Cpl X right), who is the hospitals deputy
Docherty broke the world record for the J  matron, On her right is Capt Jane Bird,
ascent of Ben Nevis by carin 1992, with Maj David Knowles, Capt Paula
% % % % % % %k % % % % % %k k k% %k %k %k O'Brien and Maj Jim Gardiner in front.
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VETERANS of the Italian campaign paid
emotional visits to Second World War battle-
fields, monuments and war graves in a 15-day,
50th anniversary tour.

The pilgrimage was organised by the Italy
Star Association 1943-1945.

A special honour was accorded the veterans
on April 23 when the people of Cervia brought
forward the fiesta marking their liberation date
to coincide with the visit, which included a
tour of the town’s monuments and a wreath-
laying ceremony at the naval memorial.

First major engagement on the pilgrimage
was at Anzio, where a reception by the mayors
of Nettuno and Anzio included plaque
exchanges and the presentation of a medallion
to every veteran. The new museum was also on
the itinerary and wreaths were laid at the war
and beach-head cemeteries as well as at the
Gordon Highlanders’ Stone.

Moving down to Terracina, the party visited
the Commonweath War Graves sites at Caser-
ta, Salerno and Cassino, where wreaths and
personal tributes were laid at all Crosses of
Sacrifice before the hills of “blessed memory”
were traversed once more.

Association national chairman Mr Maurice
Cheadle commented: “The Sangro site must
be one of the most outstanding of settings for

Tears as Italy
veterans return

remembrance. The cross stands high and the
headstones descend gently in serried rows.

“Here much emotion was shown, including,
I must admit, by myself. It was peace personi-
fied. We will remember.”

Montechio and Gradara were new cemeter-
les on the itinerary and the veterans called at
Coriano Ridge before proceeding to their
headquarters at Cervia.

A Saturday parade included 98 veterans of
the association, an Italian naval contingent and
50 children who correspond with two London
schools. The sound of the pipes drew crowds.

After various wreath-layings, Mr Cheadle
joined the mayor and town dignitaries on a
stage to address a packed public square.

Mr Cheadle hopes to arrange a further tour
soon to cover Italy’s northern war graves.
Those wishing to join the Italy Star Association
should contact the national secretary, Mr G
Swain, 76 Manor Road, New Milton, Hants
BH25 5EN (tel: 0425 614884).

@ The association has been granted up to 30
places on the “Hampshire Remembers D-
Day” parade at Netley, near Southampton, on
May 27 in recognition of the role of its veterans
in the early occupation of Europe, through
Sicily and the Italian mainland, as well as in
southern France.

Musical
salute

WITH NO right of reply I was
criticised in several national
newspapers and on radio
recently for being disrespectful
to D-Day veterans because of
my one-man Glen Miller act.

When this act entertained
Government personnel on
April 14 and three days later
starred at London’s Teddy
Bear Show at Fairfield Hall,
Croydon, there was nothing
but praise.

On Sunday June 5, I shall be
celebrating at Newhaven Fort.
A trombonist for 30 years, I
shall be celebrating the music
of Glen Miller and Tommy
Dorsey.

Most important of all, I shall
be celebrating the reason why
those D-Day Servicemen died.

If we don’t celebrate the
reason why they died, then
they died in vain. — Peter
“Fats” Baxter (ex-Service-
man), Hove, E Sussex.

OPERATION OVERLORD

50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE D-DAY LANDINGS

BUY YOUR OFFICIAL D-DAY SHIELD AND ONE FOR
YOUR FATHER AND GRANDFATHER TOO

WE, THE
LIMBLESS,

FOR HELP

LOOKTO YOU |

Write to:
SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road,
Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU.

s —
The above picture depicts the official Shield, Shield Clock and a D-Day picture plaque. The
Shield design has been officially approved by the Ministry of Defence. Each Shield product
purchased will benefit Service charities.

Please complete the order form below and send with your cheque or PO, payable to
Achievement Marketing International Ltd to Mrs Susan Evans, Client Services, Achievement
Marketing International Limited, PO Box 13, Malvern, Worcestershire WR14 2YX. Achievement
Marketing International Limited is the parent company of Defence Consultants International
Limited.

Your purchases should arrive within 14 working days. Prices include packing/post and VAT for
purchases within the UK and EC. and include packing/post for elsewhere in the world. If not
completely satisfied please return within seven days. We look forward to hearing from you.

el R L e e Rl e Tl L ST e IR S e e e T

(block capitals please)
L TR e S S R S S e

We come from two World Wars, Korea,
Kenya, Malaya, Aden, Cyprus, Ulster,
The Falklands and all those areas of
turmoil where peace must be restored.

Now, disabled and mainly aged, we
must look to you for help. Please help
by helping our Association.

BLESMA looks after the limbless
from all the Services. It helps to
overcome the shock of losing arms,
or legs or an eye. And, for the severely
handicapped, it provides Residential
Homes where they can live in peace
and dignity. s

Help the disabled by helpin ST IR
BLESMA with adonaton now or HE FIRST STEP
legacy in the future. We promise.you by arecent, young
that not one penny will be wasted. double amputee

PLEASE GIVE TO THOSE WHO GAVE

Give to those who gave — please

ke i L e e _: J B Donations and information: The Chairman, National Appeal Committee,
1 wish to purchase the following: 3y BLESMA. Midland Bank PLC. 60 West Smithfield, London EC1A 9DX
PRODUCT NUMBER REQUIRED PRICE EACH SUB TOTAL
Shield £19.95
2os BLESMA
D-Day Picture £29.95
: TOTAL & BRITISH LIMBLESS
BHgRRREIe S0t e st e EX-SERVICE MEN'S ASSOCIATION
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The other D-Day Dodgers

AN RASC platoon, we were
under canvas near Southamp-
ton, kid-callow but enthusias-
tic at sharing history’s
momentous pageant.

We drove 3-ton Bedfords
laden with materials of inva-
sion and envied the lads on the
invasion craft.

We would be with them. All

Let’s not
forget
Burma

DURING 1944 there were
battles in other countries
which were just as significant
as the Normandy landings in
their respective theatres of war.

However, their 50th
anniversaries are being accord-
ed little public attention in this
country. For example, in Italy
in May, Monte Cassino was
captured after much hard
fighting, with Rome being
taken on June 4.

Between March and July the
Fourteenth Army was engaged
in the Imphal/Kohima cam-
paign in North-East India
which was the turning-point of
the war in Burma.

The Japanese planned to
capture Imphal together with
all the men, equipment and
stores which had been pre-
positioned there for the
planned re-conquest of Burma.
Also they intended to install a
puppet regime in Bengal.

Fortunately, the Japanese
surrounding Kohima were
beaten, with their final strong-
hold being captured on June 4.
The advance south to Imphal
began on June 6. Imphal was
relieved on June 22, although
the fighting lasted until July 18.
— Nigel L Rylatt, Hudders-
field, W Yorks.

® In marking the D-Day anniver-
sary, SOLDIER, in common with
others, is reflecting the official
international commemoration of
the start of the Liberation of
Europe. This magazine is also
taking the opportunity where
appropriate to remember the 50th
anniversaries of other events
around the world (eg Cassino,
May 16 issue). Mr Rylatt’s letter is
a welcome contribution. — Editor

right, then, behind them.

We? There was “Shiner”,
who did just that at the dance
at Nether Wallop village hall;
“Poole”, who boasted his town
had the largest enclosed piece
of water in the country; ex-
circus lad big Jonesey who had
a“do” with'a Yank . . .

The names of successive

exercises had appeared on our
transport work tickets. Now it
was EXERCISE OVER-
LORD.

We were going over? No?
OK, so we’re not first-team
stuff; but our time will come.

It did. But Normandy via
Gourock? Is the Channel too
full, or is it to fox Jerry?

| BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

“Schnozzle”, the barrack-
room know-all, laughed and
said: “Typical bloody Army.
We don’t know where we're
going ’till we get there.”

He stopped laughing when
we hit Burma. — Dr Lewis
Corina (ex-T/14418460
Driver RASC), Runcorn,
Cheshire.

2 INF BDE
PROVOST
SECTION
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THANKS FOR ALL
THE LETTERS

ONCE again readers of SOL-
DIER have come up trumps,
this time with replies to my
query on phonetic alphabets
(Letters, February 2).

I have received 22 replies, so
far, including one from New
York and one from Montreal,
plus a phone call from Innis-
fail, Queensland here in Aus-
tralia.

The caller was formerly a
bandsman in the Royal Corps
of Signals Band in the UK,
who after coming to Australia,
joined the Royal Australian Air
Force Band and is now retired.

From my initial search for
three phonetic alphabets my
mail from SOLDIER readers
has produced 13! Thank you
one and all.

In 1987 I asked for informa-
tion on an Army cap badge I
had purchased and received 62
replies from far and wide iden-
tifying the badge as belonging
to the Guards Machine Gun
Regiment.

The Letters section of your
magazine is certainly an ideal
source for information on mili-
taria. - G C Hogben, Sea-
ford, Victoria, Australia.
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War pensions

agency pledges

better service

MORE THAN 40 ex-Ser-
vicemen's  organisations
attended the launch in April
of the War Pensions
Agency. Guest of honour
was the Duke of Edinburgh.

According to chief execu-
tive Peter Mathison,
agency status will give him
and his staff “the ability to
concentrate on why we are
here — to serve war pen-
sioners”.

He said: “It gives us the
freedom to decide the best
way to meet this responsi-
bility and gives a direct link
with Ministers.”

And Peter Lilley, Secre-
tary of State for Social
Security, said war pension-
ers could expect a better
quality of service, built
upon the improvements

delivered by the former
War Pensions Directorate.

He identified significant
improvements under
agency status: faster hand-
ling of claims, a more per-
sonal approach and better

communications.
The War Pensions
Agency employs 1,700

staff, most of whom are
based at Fylde in Lan-
cashire to deal with admin-
istration and payment of
claims.

The remainder, about
450, are involved with the
Welfare Service, liford Park
Polish Home, and the com-
puter and personnel sec-
tions.

Contact the War Pen-
sions Agency on 0253
858858.

SERVICE KIDS
JOIN FORCES

INCREDIBLY Bad People
beware, Naafi's Small
Force is out to get you!
Three specially-commis-
sioned cartoon characters
-~ TT (who turns into a
tank), Dek (an aircraft carri-
er) and Jet (a fighter plane)
— lead the Force, a new
club for Service children
launched by Naafi.

Membership packs of
badges, pencils and other
goodies, plus a monthly
magazine full of pop and
video game updates, com-
petitions, jokes, letters, and
giveaways are all part of
the fun for children who
join the club.

Naafi shops have the
details.

FOR MANY people, their
memories of the Royal
British Legion are jogged
once a year when they see
a poppy-seller with a tray,
writes Phil Wilcox.

Or by the moving sight of
thousands of poppies
descending silently from
the roof of the Royal Albert
Hall during the annual Fes-
tival of Remembrance.

But for the rest of the
year, the RBL and its tire-
less officers carry on
behind the scenes with the
vital dual functions of wel-
fare and fund-raising.

One such officer is
former Scots Guard John
Whiteley, recently appoint-
ed as the Legion's first
county field officer (CFQ) in
Surrey under its restructur-
ing plan.

He and his 35 fellow
CFOs — who among them
cover the whole of England
and Wales — are the first
non-volunteers in  the
RBL’s history to be taken
on at county level.

Some larger counties are
covered by more than one
CFO.

“Previously, things were
administered at area
(regional) level: the East-
leigh branch, for example,
being responsible for Kent,
Surrey, Hampshire, the Isle
of Wight, Sussex and Berk-
shire.

“Now, they look after the
Legion's clubs and we work
in concert with them,” said
Mr Whiteley.

Main responsibility of

Qach CFO is to co-ordinate

John Whiteley, the Royal
British Legion’s County
Field Officer for Surrey

welfare work within the
county for ex-Servicemen
and dependants, and to
assist the large network of
volunteers who undertake
the annual poppy appeal.

All the chairmen of the
counties have a say in the
officers’ appointments, and
the CFOs have no authori-
ty, apart from clearance to
write cheques for up to
£350 for deserving cases
who can show genuine
need.

These can range from
widows or widowers of Ser-
vice personnel to ex-Ser-
vicemen and women (who
have served a minimum of
seven days in the Forces)
and their dependants,
including children up to 17
years of age.

Or beyond that if they
have special reasons, such
as disability.

Among its numerous ser-
vices, the RBL can also set
up Government-subsidised
pilgrimages to, for exam-
ple, Anzio, where a sol-

dier's widow can visit her
husband’s grave and the
battlefield.

Each RBL branch has its
own secretary, backed by a
committee, primed with
contacts such as Citizens
Advice Bureaux and Age
Concern.

But they, like John
Whiteley, are well aware
that “welfare is not just
about giving money out, itis
about visiting people”.

And what about those
poppies?

“Most people in this
country have no concept of
what the poppy money is
spent on,” he said.

“They think the Legion is
chiefly bound up in the First
and Second World Wars. In
fact 1968 is the only year
since the Second World
War that a soldier has not
been killed on active ser-
vice.

“The vast majority of
funds (including a propor-
tion of each membership
affiliation fee) is spent on
women dependants who
outlive their husbands and
are not receiving benefit
payments, but need a little
additional help.”

The organisation was
founded in 1921 because a
“forgotten army” had come
back from the war to find no
jobs.

“Now, with Options, it is
happening again on a
smaller scale. It is not only
the old and bold we are
aiming to help. It is the
average 22-year-old sol-
diers, not all of whom are

THE TAX-FREE CARS IN FRONT.\ \

manufacturer in the UK.

How would you like your Toyota? As a mid-engined two-
seater, as a 4 x 4 off-roader, a whispering saloon or estate,
or an eight seater people carrier?

Toyota have a wider range of vehicles than any other

And with a bigger research and development budget than
anybody else, every Toyota is the car in front.

Class-leading specifications. Multi-valve engines are
standard equipment on Toyotas, as is power steering

(except Starlet). But then Toyotas have always taken
standard equipment to new standards. And while they've
taken value to a new high, they've taken depreciation to a
new low.

They've also taken reliability way ahead. That’s why
every one comes with a 3-year/60,000-mile manufacturer’s
warranty.

Send us the coupon or call your local agent for full details of
the Toyota range and tax-free deals.

But be warned. Once you've driven the car in front,
there's no turning back.

Bob Nicol

contact your local agent or complete the coupon and send it to Tax Free Sales,

Toyota (GB) Ltd., The Quadrangie, Station Road, Redhill, Surrey RH1 1PX.
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going to get jobs at first,
and who don't necessarily
turn to the Legion initially.”

If Mr Whiteley had his
way, everyone leaving the
Services would be given a
year's free membership of
the RBL to give them an
idea of what it is about.

“| am 56 years old, which
is quite young in Legion
terms,” he said.

“But | feel it is vital that
we should get younger
people to come forward
and organise aspects such
as the poppy appeal and
collection.

“The vast majority of RBL
members join to be a
member of their club as
well as their branch. | see
my job as recruiting more
fund-raisers, collectors and
welfare workers from the
former," he explained.

‘There is more to the Legion thana
tray of poppies

the bigger businesses in
the county
covenanting and similar
money-raising schemes.

John has been busily
engaged at “poppy parties”,
thanking collectors for their
good work before — in the
best military terms -
preparing for the “big push”
later in the year.

The CFO system is still
evolving, he said, but he
feels that he and his col-
leagues — the vast majority
of whom are ex-Service,
ranging in age from 38 to
56 and previously holding
ranks from sergeant major
to colonel or group captain
— will now provide the
advantage of an obvious
link for branch secretaries
to contact.

Now he plans to arrange
more county-run events in
the Surrey area (where
there are 94 branches, 40
clubs and more than
20,000 members) and get

blazing” job of a CFO very
stimulating and admits that,
after
industry, it is quite pleasant
to be involved in the chari-
table side of life.

how the job can be worth-
while sprang to mind.

dren had been abandoned
by her husband, leaving
her living on benefit in
rented
We got a new fridge for her.

of thanks, offering help with
any of the RBL's activities.”

added to this year's “legion”
of collectors?

involved in

He is finding the “trail-

the hurly-burly of

One recent example of

“A wife with three chil-

accommodation.

“She wrote a lovely letter

Guess who has just been

w,

MEN and women who have
lost their jobs or face redun-
dancy as a result of cut-
backs in the defence or
defence-related industries
have been given a series of
15-week management
courses absolutely free by
the University of North
London.

The courses, supported
by the European Social
Fund, will involve training in
general, transport or leisure
management, all said to be
areas with good career
prospects.

The really good news is
that these aren't the only
courses which are free.

Others, designed specifi-
cally by the university for
people made redundant
through no fault of their
own, include Women Into
Work — open to unem-
ployed women. All are EC-
funded.

In a recent edition of
Counterpoint on BFBS,
Sue Bagwell from the uni-
versity  described the
campus as a lively place full
of people from all walks of
life and of all ages. If you're
likely to be returning to the
UK you might consider this

» COUNTERPOINT

Help yourself
to free course
at university

kind of study. It's always
worth asking if there are
similar courses in the area
to which you are returning.

Founded in 1938 to help
the war effort on the home
front, the Women's Royal
Voluntary Service grew to
be the UK's largest volun-
tary organisation.

These days the WRVS
works with local community
services, hospitals and
emergency services. They
provide meals-on-wheels,
family centres, books-on-
wheels, hospital shops and
canteens, toy libraries and
many other things.

They are also familiar to
the Service community.

Kate Buchanan talked on
Counterpoint about their

campaign to heighten
awareness. They have a
new logo but haven't given
into anything trendy that
will date in a few years
time. The letters and the
crown are still there but the
impression is rather softer.

Did you know that one in
ten of their members are
men — or that more men
than women joined last
year? Neither did I.

A very good factsheet is
available from the Army
Families Advice Bureau. It
deals with house owner-
ship and highlights two
important schemes.

First, the Advance of Pay
For Assisted House Pur-
chase Scheme for those
who have reached the age

'FOR FAMILIES

Empty MQs
ready for
drawdown

AN AGENCY which wants
empty homes in the UK to
be used for homeless fami-
lies has drawn attention to
thousands of unoccupied
married quarters.

At the launch of a
research paper, the Empty
Homes Agency claimed the
MoD was the government
department with the largest
number of unused houses.

The agency was setup to
suggest ways that these
homes might be brought
back into use for the
142,000 families who are
registered homeless.

The MoD plans to hand
over the MQ estate to an
independent housing trust
in the next 12 months and
one of the trust's first tasks
will be to consider the use
of the empty homes.

But a study by Judy Dug-
dale into ex-Service hous-

of 50 years or are within
two years of completing a
pensionable engagement.
People who qualify may get
an advance on their gratu-
ity of up to £5,000 towards
the cost of buying a house.

The scheme finishes on
September 30 but redun-
dees will be able to submit
claims until March of next
year provided that they
notify their unit admin
offices before September
of their intention to do so.
AFAB Information sheet
11/2A has more details.

The Services Home Sav-
ings Scheme was intro-
duced in 1993. Service
people over the age of 18
who do not already own a
house are able to open a
savings account.

Providing they save a
fixed sum for at least five
years and use the money to
buy a house, the MoD will
contribute £1 tax free for
every £4 of their savings
and interest.

Savers must be at least
25 years of age before this
allowance can be claimed.

Contact Cari at BFBS,
BFPO 786 or c/o SOLDIER.

ing, published last year by
the Joseph Rowntree
Foundation, showed that
the ssituation is not as seri-
ous as the agency'’s report
implies.

“Many of the empty mar-
ried quarters have already
been designated surplus to
requirements and are for
sale,” she said. “Others are
in a repair and refurbish-
ment programme which will
be one of the housing
trust’s first priorities.

“The vast majority of
empty homes are those
held ready for incoming
families who are on the
move with a new posting,
many returning from Ger-
many.

“There was considerable
criticism of the MoD for
allowing these properties to
stand empty for long per-
iods but with the establish-
ment of the housing trust
the turn-around time for
repairs and maintenance
should improve and any

properties  surplus  to
requirements be disposed
of quickly.”

@ In reply to a Commons
question on April 12,
Armed Forces Minister
Jeremy Hanley said that as
at December 31, 1993 the
MoD owned 10,108 vacant
married quarters and 151
vacant MoD houses.

In addition, 1,468 vacant
married quarters were in
the process of being sold.

“The majority of the
vacant married quarters
were either undergoing or
awaiting major works or
modernisation, held for unit
deployments, or already
allocated to Service fami-
lies who were due to move
in shortly.”

He added that the MoD
sold 2,000 MQs last year
and intended to sell anoth-
er 5,000 during the next five
years.

Young benefits

THERE isn't always a job
available for school
leavers, which makes a
new Benefits Agency book-
let particularly valuable to
youngsters.

Young people’s guide to
Social Security (FB 23) will
also be of interest to full-
time students.
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Normandy fighters

‘a special breed’

“ORAL. HISTORY” 1z the
name of the game nowadays
when it comes to relating
events of the comparatively
near past, and, let’s face it,
gathering a collection of per-
sonal recollections and setting
them in order to form a read-
able cohesive book is easier
than creative writing — really a
bit like reviewing! .
However, this is certainly
not meant as an adverse criti-
cism of a lately-published work
related to the Allied invasion of
Europe. Eye-Witness D-Day:

Drawing
on a fund
of memories

LEICESTERSHIRE couple
Frank and Joan Shaw hit on a
winning formula to raise many
thousands of pounds for Ser-
vice charities.

Their first four volumes of
reminiscences of Servicemen
and women, civilians and
members of wartime voluntary
organisations have raised
£85,000 so far.

Of this, £50,000 has been
presented to the Royal British
Legion for a convalescent
home for ex-Servicemen.

Subjects covered were
Dunkirk, service in the Home
Guard, the Battle of Britain
and the Blitz.

Now the dedicated couple
have produced a fifth volume
of their “We Remember” series
of books. We Remember D-Day
chronicles the experiences of
130 people from all walks of
life. -

The book opens with an
account of the death of Lt Den
Brotheridge, who was shot
dead as he helped seize the
Pegasus Bridge in the early
hours of June 6. He is said to
have been the first Allied sol-
dier killed on D-Day. - LJM

We Remember D-Day compiled
by Frank and Joan Shaw. From
the authors at PO Box 44, Hinck-
ley, Leicester LE10 OFA, price £16
(inc postage) made payable to
“Dunkirk CA”.
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can be expected:
confident, whingeing, fright-
ened and pathetic — they are all
here.

The Story of the Battle by Those
Who Were There is an anthology
compiled from interviews with
scores of veterans, as well as
from diaries, memoirs and let-
ters home.

As Jon E Lewis rightly

states in his introduction: “A
legend has grown up in the
years since the war to the effect
that the invasion was a matter
of one glorious day in June, fol-
lowed by a triumphal march on
Paris.

“The reality was conspicu-

ously different. It took the
Allies ten weeks of bloody,
painful fighting to get out of
Normandy. At
infantry casualty rate rivalled
that of the Western Front in
World War 1.”

times the

The book does not fall into

the trap of being concerned
only with that one “glorious
day”.

The editor has drawn on

first-hand accounts of prepara-
tions for D-Day, the landings
themselves from both air and
sea, and the subsequent fight-
ing in Normandy. The recol-
lections are those of civilians,
Service personnel
ranging nationalities,
and arms of service, and war
correspondents.

of wide-
ranks

The accounts are as varied as
inspiring,

For many, perhaps most, of

the participants, D-Day was
their first experience of battle.
Not that apprehension ever

— LI

Books received as this issue was
being prepared:

Accidental Warrior: In the Front
Line from Normandy till Victory
by Geoffrey Picot. Paperback ver-
sion of the vivid account, written
mostly in 1945 by an officer in the
1st Battalion, The Hampshire
Regiment. Penguin, £6.99.

The Penguin Atlas of D-Day and
the Normandy Campaign by
John Man. More than 60 colour
maps, based on up-to-date re-
search. Penguin, paperback, £10.

leaves a soldier, but at least the
tempered warrior has some
idea of what can be expected.

The book is an admirable

tribute to those who took part
in the greatest
operation of all time.

amphibious

As Jon Lewis says: “The

men who fought in Normandy
in 1944 were a specialbreed.”
] -

Eye-Witness D-Day: The Story

of the Battle by Those Who were
There edited by Jon E Lewis.

Robinson Publishing Limited,

paperback, £5.99.

THE REPUTATION of the
British Army’s 7th Armoured
Division — the famed Desert
Rats — received a severe dent in
the opening battles of the Nor-
mandy campaign, when it was
accused of not fighting hard
enough.

On August 4, 1944, the axe
fell and its GOC, Maj Gen
George Erskine, was replaced
and more than 100 of his offi-
cers — all Eighth Army veterans
— were cross-posted either to
other units in Normandy or
back to UK training units.

Churchill’s Desert Rats is the
story of the division’s final
campaign which took it from
Normandy to Berlin told in the
words of the young soldiers
who fought with it.

One recalls requesting air
support from RAF Typhoon

fighters and being attacked by
mistake. Another recounts the
capture of a 12-year-old
member of the Hitler Youth,
armed with a Schmeisser
machine pistol, a Luger pistol,
three grenades and a paratroop
knife. The unfortunate boy was
said to have received a
“damned good spanking”
before being sent off to a PoW
cage.

Patrick Delaforce’s tale of
armoured warfare will be
enjoyed by veterans of the
North-West Europe campaign,
and there is much to commend
it to today’s British Army. —
LM

Churchil’'s Desert Rats by
Patrick Delaforce. Alan Sutton,
hardback, £14.99. (Second World
War veterans can buy a paper-
back edition for £10, including
postage, direct from the author.
Tel: 0273 564372 for details.)

Highland Division troops of the 5th Seaforths disarm German prison-
ers during the crucial Battle of the Triangle near Caen as the Allies
fought to break out of the Normandy bridgehead six weeks after D-
Day. From Battalion, story of the unit from El Alamein to the Elbe

Credit overdue to
the glider pilots

OPERATION Tonga was the
first stage of the airborne
assault on Normandy — and
One Night in June is the story of
the Glider Pilot Regiment’s
role in that action.

Co-authors Kevin Shannon
and Stephen Wright believed
the crews of the 89 gliders in
that action who did not actual-
ly take part in the famous coup
de main had not received due
recognition.

Using the memoirs of one of
the pilots -Kevin’s father, Bill -
they set out to put the record
straight, with painstaking
research and interviews with
SUrvivors.

In his foreword, Gen Sir
John Hackett, patron of the
Glider Pilot Regiment Associa-
tion (though never a glider
pilot himself) describes the
book as “the best piece of writ-
ing about gliders in war”.

Told in a readable, narrative
style, the story is well comple-
mented by seven detailed
appendices and the whole is
dedicated to pilot Billy
Marfleet, Wright’s uncle, who
died on Operation Tonga, and
Bill Shannon, who survived to
tell the tale. - CH
One Night in June by Kevin
Shannon and Stephen Wright. Air-
life, hardback, £16.95.

Picture: QO Hidrs Regimental Archive

After the battles,
a classic history

ONE OF the extraordinary
things about Battalion is that
this classic infantryman’s view

of war should have been out of

print for 48 years.

This powerful account of the
5th Barttalion, The Seaforth
Highlanders from 1942 to
1945 — from El Alamein to the
Elbe, including Normandy —
was originally entitled Sans
Peur, the unit motto.

Journalist Alastair Borth-
wick, who had joined the
Seaforths in 1943 after being
commissioned into the Glas-
gow Highlanders in 1939, was
excused parades by his CO at
the end of the war to write the
unit’s recent history through
the eyes of the soldiers.

That he was able to do so
while the men were still waiting
to be demobbed was every his-
torian’s dream come true.

The battle-hardened battal-
ion, part of the 51st Highland
Division, had travelled 3,000
miles and fought through two
dozen actions, many of them at
great human cost, including
France (landing on D+2).

“The readers I had in mind
were the men of the battalion
and their relatives and friends —
people who would want to
remember who had done
what,” the author wrote in a
new introduction earlier this
year.

The result, a glorious fusion
of sharp recollection and
richly-detailed description
deserving of a much wider
readership, went out of print
soon after being published in
1946. Now, thankfully, it is
back.

In a work remarkable for its
depiction of frontline actions,
even a seemingly mundane cat-

Nothing Less than Victory by
Russell Miller. Oral history of D-
Day compiled from letters, diaries,
official reports and interviews.
Penguin, paperback, £7.99.

D-Day: The Normandy Landings
and the Liberation of Europe by
Anthony Kemp. Well illustrated,
194-page pocket guide (for rela-
tively large pockets) in the New
Horizons series. Thames and
Hudson, paperback, £6.95.

Invasion '44: The Full Story of
D-Day by John Frayn Turner.

Reissue of the 1959 documentary-
style narrative. Airlife, paperback,
£12.95.

Southwick: The D-Day Village
that Went to War by Geoffrey
O'Connell. Local history of
“Suthick” (as it is pronounced),
north-west of Portsmouth where
lke, Monty and co had their pre-
invasion HQ. Ashford, Buchan &
Enright, PO Box 20, Leatherhead,
Surrey KT24 5HH, paperback,
£5.99.

D-Day: The Invasion in Pho-
tographs edited by Tony Hall. The

story in 64 pages of well-captioned
pictures. Good value A4 paper-
back. Salamander Books, £4.99.

A Guide to the Beaches and Bat-
tlefields of Normandy by David
Evans. Described as ‘the first
comprehensive gazetteer for the
independent traveller”. Michael
Joseph, hardback, £14.99.

Overlord: The War Room Hand-
book Guide by Brian Jewell.
Easily-understood record of the
complexities of the operation.
Broadwater House, 30 Park
Parade, Harrogate, Yorks HG1
5AG, paperback, £8.95.

Books reviewed recently:

D-Day, 1944: Voices from Nor-
mandy by Robin Neillands and
Roderick de Normann. Wiedenfeld
and Nicholson, hardback, £17.99.

D-Day: Operation Overlord —
From its planning to the Libera-
tion of Paris edited by Tony Hall.
Salamander Books, hardback,
£24.99.

Overlord Coastline by Stephen
Chicken. Spellmount Ltd, £11.95.

The Black Bull: From Normandy
to the Baltic with the 11th
Armoured Division by Patrick

Delaforce. Alan Sutton, £14.99. \

The D-Day Encyclopedia edited
by David G Chandler and James
Lawton Collins Jr. Helicon, case-
bound, £40 (£35 before July 31).

D-Day: Piercing the Atlantic
Wall by Robert Kershaw. lan
Allan, hardback, £25.

D-Day: 06/06/1944 by Richard
Collier. Cassell, £14.99.

Pegasus Bridge by Stephen E
Ambrose. Pocket Books, £6.99.

The Commandos: D-Day and

After by Donald Gilchrist. Robert
Hale, paperback, £7.99. /

Alastair Borthwick, uthor of
Battalion, pictured this year
at his home in Ayrshire

alogue of facts takes the reader
back — in this case to Nan
beach at Courselles on D+2:

“The Jock, as he prepared to
go ashore, was a sadly bur-
dened creature.

“First, as a basis, he wore
boots, battledress, and a steel
helmet. Next came his web
equipment, to which were
attached ammunition pouches,
two waterbottles, a small and
bulging haversack slung at the
side, a bayonet, and an enor-
mous pack round which a blan-
ket had been bound with pieces
of string.

“Next, on top of all that had
gone before, were a respirator
and a lifebelt. If he were lucky,
he carried a rifle: if unlucky, a
bren gun, a two-inch mortar,
or a load of two-inch mortar-
bombs done up in sacking and
worn round his neck like a
horse-collar.

“If any man had gone over-
board he would have sunk like
a brick, lifebelt and all.

“And to all this was added
the invasion wader, a garment
of repulsive design and doubt-
ful wutility, elephant-waisted
and duck-footed, made of
green oiled cotton, and (we
found) extremely liable to split.

“As the seat was so cut as to
admit the small haversack and
the two water bottles as well as
other necessary portions of the
wearer, the invasion wader
must go down as the least
becoming garment in history.”

Among the battalions of
books which have invaded the
market for the D-Day 50th
anniversary, this one deserves
to survive at least another 48
years — in print. - CH

Battalion by Alastair Borthwick.
Baton Wicks, hardback, £16.99.
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NATIONAL

and the Battle for Normandy ARMY
June-August 1944

MUSEUM

Two special exhibitions to
commemorate the 50th
anniversary of Operation
Overlord

Rex Whistler’s War
1939-July 1944
Artist into Tank Commander

The wartime work of the artist
Rex Whistler, who was killed
while serving with the Welsh
Guards in Normandy, July 1944

Monty’s Men

The British Soldier

and the D-Day Campaign
A look at Operation Overlord

from the individual soldier’s
point of view

NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM

Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea, London SW3 4HT

Admission Free
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From His Royal Highness
The Duke of Edinburgh

WINDSOR CASTLE

A great many people and a large proportion of the
ships of the Royal Navy were involved in the D-Day
landings in Normandy, but some of us had to 'mind the
shop' elsewhere while all this was going on. In my
case, it happened that early in 1944 I had joined a
newly-built Fleet Destroyer that was destined to serve
with the British Pacific Fleet against Japan. The ships
of the 25th Flotilla came together in Scapa Flow in the
Orkneys to work up to operational efficiency and we
found ourselves left alone to guard the Fleet Base
while the invasion was taking place.

We may not have been present at the landings, but
we all followed the events with very close interest as
it was only too clear that these landings - if
successful - were going to be the beginning of the end
of a war that already lasted five long years and caused
untold misery, despair and destruction. As the events
in Normandy unfolded and it became obvious that the
landings had been a brilliant success for the Allied
forces, we all felt a great surge of relief and
thankfulness that the last lap had commenced. Although,
as it turned out, it was nearly two more years before
my ship sailed into Tokyo Bay to witness the Japanese
surrender.

D-Day was one of the most memorable for everyone
involved in the war effort and I believe that the
commemoration of its Fiftieth Anniversary should be
seen as a tribute to all those, serving in the forces
or working at home, who contributed so much to eventual
victory and to the beginning of a new and more peaceful
life for all the people of Europe.

o
\_\ JV\X! '
\

By the Chief of the Defence Staff, Field Marshal Sir Peter Inge GCB

THE PRESS communiqué from
Allied Supreme HQ issued at 0905
on June 6, 1944 apprised the whole
world of the initiation of the D-Day
landings: “Under the command of
General Eisenhower, Allied naval
forces supported by strong air forces
began landing Allied armies this
morning on the northern coast of
France.”

Fifty years later we are commemo-
rating the anniversary of this crucial
moment in history. This D-Day
Anniversary edition of SOLDIER
Magazine represents one important
example of these commemorations
and it gives me great pleasure to pro-
vide this foreword.

We owe a great debt of gratitude to
those who so valiantly fought, many
laying down their lives, on the beach-
es of Normandy 50 years ago, defeat-
ing Hitler’s much-vaunted “Atlantic
Wall” and establishing a firm, albeit
small, bridgehead by the end of that
long hard first day. To do so cost
12,200 Allied casualties, of which
some 3,300 were British.

The determination, skill and fight-
ing spirit shown by those taking part
in this, the largest amphibious attack
in history, is only too apparent. The
initial assault on the beaches on that
day alone required nearly 7,000 naval
vessels and some 14,000 aerial sorties
to land in France more than 83,000
men from Canadian and British
forces, as well as 73,000 US troops.

efforts of the vast numbers of military
and civilians alike who laboured in
many countries to prepare for and
bring about this military colossus.

Churchill summarised the assault
landing in Parliament that same day:
“This vast operation is undoubtedly
the most complicated and difficult
that has ever taken place. It involves
tides, wind, waves, visibility, both
from the air and sea standpoint, and
the combined employment of land,
air and sea forces in the highest
degree of intimacy, and in contact
with conditions which could not and
cannot be fully foreseen.”

While we commemorate the
courage and determination of the

Allied Forces on that day, and along-
side veterans at the many ceremonies
particularly remember those who fell,
I also hope these events will focus our
minds on the men and women of
today’s Forces.

Our country has every right to be
proud of the soldiers, sailors, airmen
and airwomen in our Armed Forces.
They serve their country in the vari-
ous theatres throughout the world
and in a vast variety of difficult and
demanding roles, with the same level
of commitment and dedication that
was shown throughout Operation
Overlord.

The same spirit and comradeship
that sustained their predecessors is
still very much in evidence and forms
the core of the ethos that makes our
Armed Forces so special. This is
something which, in these difficult
times of change and contemporary
pressures of life, we must carefully
nurture.

It is to the success of D-Day that
we owe the peace and security that
we have enjoyed since 1945. The
maintenance of that peace in a turbu-
lent world rests in part with today’s
Servicemen, their credibility and pro-
fessionalism. I believe those involved
in the landings of 50 years ago would
be proud of their successors, as
today’s fighting Services are proud of
them and the standards that they set.

S PY e \ s

L Behind these statistics are the

Their spirit
sustains us

4
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SOLDIER thanks all those who
have contributed to the pro-
duction of this D-Day Com-
memorative Issue, particularly
the Normandy veterans them-
selves.

Special acknowledgements
are due also to Les Gwyer

(design and map); Brian Jewell
(main article); the War Room,
Harrogate (map detail); Piers
Storie-Pugh and Stuart Camp-
bell of the Royal British Legion
Pilgrimage Branch; the Imperial
War Museum; the National
Army Museum; the Army His-

Acknowledgements

torical Branch; the Airborne
Forces Museum; Portsmouth
D-Day Museum; Mme Arlette
Gondrée-Pritchett; the inter-
viewees for their time and
assistance; the advertisers for
their valued support; and mem-
bers of the SOLDIER Photo-

graphic Department past and
present.
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Manton (Bill Bidmead, Fd
Marshal Lord Bramall, Maureen
Gara, Desmond O'Neill) and Phil
Wilcox (Brig Tom Collins, Bill
Millin, Richard Todd).
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IT CANNOT be over-emphasised that
there never was nor will be again a military
operation as great as the allied invasion of
Normandy in June 1944.

Those who were there and survived, no
matter what their feelings were at the time,
know that they were fortunate in witness-
ing history in the making at close quarters.

From as early as February 1944 the
British Isles had been

the stomach would expand to an irrepara-
ble extent!

The fighting ships began to move south
from their northern bases on June 2 and
on the following day a vast convoy which
had been assembling off Falmouth sailed
in an easterly direction.

D-Day was to have been Monday June 5,
but on the previous Saturday the weather
broke, causing another

virtually sealed from the

day’s wait in the

rest of the world, partic-
ularly from  neutral
countries where German
intelligence = operators
abounded.

Then, in April, a strip
of coast all the way from
The Wash to Land’s End
was closed to non-
residents and even to
members of the Armed
Forces who did not have
legitimate reasons for
being in the area. Postal
and telephone services
were severely cut and

Brian Jewell, who wrote

this article,
18-year-old Royal Engi-

embarkation camps or
afloat in congested con-
ditions for those unlucky
enough to have already
boarded.

Because of the delay,
vessels already at sea
were ordered to return to
assembly areas. The
ships and craft of Force
U, destined for Utah
beach in the American
landing sector, could not
be contacted by radio
and destroyers had to be
sent to shepherd them

was an

overseas mail was cen- neer with a beach back.

sored. group attached to the On Sunday June 4 the
In May, at ports all 50th  (Northumbrian) weather was equally

over the country, Mer- Division when he stormy and there were

chant ships and Royal
Navy landing craft were
loaded with the hard-
ware needed for the
massive amphibious op-

As time for the inva-
sion approached, the

landed on Gold beach
at 0700 hours on D-Day.
Now a military histori-
an, he is director of his
own museum in Harro-
: gate and author of
cration. Overlord, a guide to the
amphibious operation

fears that it might not be
possible to carry out the
invasion within the few
days when the tides on
the French coast would
be right.

The fate of the entire
operation was in the bal-

troops who were to take
part were “sealed” in embarkation camps
which meant that apart from being con-
fined within barbed wire barriers and
fences, they were not permitted to send
letters or to make telephone calls.

An advance of £1 or so in French francs
was issued to each man, as well as a pocket
guide booklet and a gilt-coloured tin of
emergency “food” — a chocolate-flavoured
compound that swelled in the stomach,
taking away the pangs of hunger. There
were instructions to the effect that it
should only be eaten in dire circumstances
and then only one square at a time spread
over several hours. It was rumoured that if
the instructions were not strictly observed

22

ance but on Sunday
evening, Gen Eisenhower, the Supreme
Commander, learned from his metereo-
logical officer that there was a slim chance
of improvement in the weather that could
last through Tuesday June 6.

It was perhaps the most unenviable
decision that any commander has had to
make, but by dawn on Monday, after a
restless night, Eisenhower had made up
his mind. “We’ll go”, he ordered, and
again the ships and armada of smaller
craft were on the move.

The sheer size of Operation Neptune,
the seaborne part of Overlord, defies
imagination. A total of 6,939 vessels were
engaged in the Channel crossing, includ-

_JUNE 6, 1944: AS SEEN BY A YOUNG SAPPER

They wou

ing 1,213 fighting ships, 4,126 landing
ships and craft, 863 merchant ships.
Fifty-four smaller craft, including 20
so-called “Rhino” ferries and towing
craft, were lost through bad weather
during the crossing. It was a near miracle
that out of all the vessels engaged, the
great majority reached the Normandy

coast at all, let alone arrived at their allot-
ted times, almost to the minute.

As an 18-year-old with no experience of
battle, I well recall being seasick and
scared all the way over, consoling myself
illogically with the thought that the Army
had to feed us (sometimes!) and the best
way to face the coming days was to take

Many elements of the Normandy landings are dawn together in this dramatic painting by Terence Cuneo, commissioned by SOLDIER in 1964 to mark the 20th anniversary of D-Day

the intervals between meals as the greatest
danger times . . . Get through the hours
between breakfast and lunch, and again
between lunch and evening meal and then
I’ll be all right.

Of course, in the event, meals hardly
ever came at regular intervals and, to
make the whole idea nonsense, there was

Ild never, could
ever, see ifs like again

that horrific moment on D+3 when
almost the entire party I was with was
wiped out by a mortar bomb while heating
the Machonochies (tinned meat and veg-
etable stew).

The 82nd and 101st US Airborne Divi-
sions, commanded by Maj Gens Matthew

® Turn to Page 25
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THE SAPPER’S STORY

D-DAY 5

b

Inset: Normandy coastline today

Confusion,
but all was
not lost . . .

® From Page 23

B Ridgway and Maxwell Taylor respec-
tively, were dropped on the night of June
5-6 over the Contentin peninsula to give
diversionary and linking-up support to the
Americans landing on Utah beach.

Of the two airborne divisions, the 82nd
was the only one with previous battle
experience, having had an especially
rough time supporting the Sicilian land-
ings at Salerno, whereas the 101st had
been raised specifically for D-Day and
were now in action for the first time.

It was therefore by no means a univer-
sally approved plan and some top brass on
the SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters
Allied Expeditionary Force) staff had seri-
ous misgivings.

The brief for the 82nd US Airborne
Division was to isolate the western flank of
the invasion by taking the crossroads at
Ste-Mére-Eglise and by capturing or
destroying bridges over the Rivers
Merderet and Douve.

The task of their compatriots in the
newly-formed 101st was to take the town
of Carentan and keep open the landward
roads for the seaborne forces.

Pathfinders of the US airborne Divi-
sions took off before midnight on June 5
but because of low cloud over Normandy
these parachutists landed some way from

e - ":‘,.w'- .
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An Army bugler sounds the general salute on board the first landing craft to reach the beaches to the west of the mou

Spfl;lureld=m&iﬂ;
689 Road and Airfield
Construction Company RE

'WE LEFT Felixstowe in a convoy of ten
tank landing craft and passed the Isle
of Wight as we made our way to
France. There was a long line of ships
making the return journey which
stretched back to Normandy. We
arrived on the evening of D-Day. The
battleships and rocket craft were firing
continuously. ; .
There was a scare while we were
under a smokescreen as a plane flew
overhead, but it turned out to be a Spit-
fire. We landed early next day by
climbing down a scrambling net to a
pontoon and stepped dry-footed on to
the beach. Unfortunately, my mate,
Fred Bone from Chesham, had to
endure many months of torment. He

\had lost his false teeth overboard. )

their dropping zones and had to set up
their “Eureka” radio beacons and lights
where they landed.

This resulted in confusion and the main
forces subsequently landed in the wrong
DZs. In fact, the paras of both divisions
were scattered over an area of a great
many square miles.

All was not lost and the airborne men,
fighting in small groups, eventually linked
up together in larger groups and achieved

th of the River Orne.

most of their objectives, including the
town of Ste-Mere-Eglise, which was taken
by 0400 hours. The US Airborne divi-
sions suffered about 20 per cent casualties
in the night.

The British 6th Airborne Division,
commanded by Maj Gen Richard Gale,
was given the task of taking or destroying
bridges on the eastern flank of the Allied
landing beaches, on the high ground
between the Rivers Orne and Dives (the
latter being the river on which William the
Conqueror had assembled his invasion
fleet in 1066).

Of particular importance were the
bridges over the Orne and the Caen Canal
which had to be captured before the Ger-
mans could destroy them.

In the first few minutes of June 6, glid-
ers carrying men of 2nd Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, accom-
panied by a detachment of sappers and
under the command of Maj John Howard,
crash-landed close to a bridge over the
Caen Canal. Howard’s glider came to rest
a bare 50 yards form the bridge, closely
followed by two others of his force.

Taken by surprise, the German defend-
ers were overwhelmed and the bridge was
held despite German counter-attacks.
This was the now famous Pegasus Bridge
at which, during the afternoon of D-Day,
men of Brig Lord Lovat’s 1st Special Ser-
vice Brigade, encouraged by the music of
Lord Lovat’s personal piper Bill Millin,
joined up with John Howard’s tired but
successful Ox and Bucks.

Three days earlier, at about midnight
June 2-3, two Royal Navy midget sub-

@ Turn to Page 27
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June 5, 1944...4:15 a.m.

KAY...

With these words, Dwight D.
Eisenhower, Supreme Commander
of the US Army, set in motion the
Allied invasion of Europe, the

WED

greatest military operation

the world has ever known.

Zippo salutes the 50th anniversary of D-Day, June 6, 1944 with two special
limited editions. The D-Day Commemorative Lighter, embellished with an
antique brass medallion patterned after the Allied troops’ sleeve patch, replicates
the black crackle finish of the authentic WWII Zippo.
The Allied Heroes collector’s tin contains four high-polished brass lighters,
each bearing a portrait of an Allied military leader: Generals Eisenhower,
Montgomery, de Gaulle and Lt. Gen. Bradley.
A free brass key ring, etched with
R the D-Day emblem, completes

this set.

Zppo

Lifetime Guarantee—Made in USA.

U.K. Distributors
W.A. Ingram Associates Ltd
London ® Tel. 081 964 0666
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THE SAPPER’S STORY
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Sixty-four hours
underwater was
remarkable test
of endurance

@® From Page 25

marines, X20 and X23, left Portsmouth
for the French coast with a mission to act
as markers showing flashing green bea-
cons seaward off June and Sword beaches
in the British and Canadian landing
sector.

Each craft carried a crew of two naval
lieutenants and an engine room articifer,
augmented by a Combined Operations
pilotage party of two naval officers.

They arrived off the Normandy coast
shortly before dawn and lay on the bottom
until 0508 hours on January 6 with only
brief intervals of coming to periscope
depth in order to take bearings.

Sixty-four hours under water was a
remarkable test of endurance for the five
men of each craft. Although not under
few, the extremely cramped conditions
made them ten of the less-celebrated
heroes of the operation.

The Germans undoubtedly felt safe on
the night of June 5-6, convinced that no
invader would be mad enough to go to sea
in such heavy weather. Fd Marshal Erwin
Rommel, commanding Army Group B,
had decided to make a quick visit to Ger-
many for his wife’s birthday.

There was, of course, the drone from

Lt John Milton, 6th Battalion,

The Green Howards

AT LAST we boarded the Empire
Lance at Southampton on June 5 and
sailed into the English Channel. The
weather was bad and many of us were
seasick. None of us slept much that
night and breakfast was not exactly
hilarious.

Before dawn the assault landing
craft were lowered and we had to
climb down the scrambling nets with
our full equipment in a strong sea. The
final jump was not much fun but my
platoon all made it and set off for the
beach navigated by two young
marines. Great credit to them: they
landed us at 7.30am in exactly the
right place. '

The shore was extremely noisy and
we got off the beach in very quick time.

| still have vivid memories of little
French villages, sunken lanes, wound-
ed soldiers and dead cattle. We had
several skirmishes during the day but
the talk that night was inevitably of the
gallantry of our Sergeant Major, Stan-
ley Hollis, who was subsequently
awarded the only D-Day Victoria

\Cross. )

g

the engines of RAF and USAAF bombers
but there was nothing unusual about that
— they had been overhead most nights for
months.

However, it was not so quiet and peace-
ful as it seemed from the German obser-
vation posts. Allied ships had been
arriving from about midnight and now, as
H-Hour approached, landing craft were
heading for the beaches, and amphibious
tanks were being launched for the assault.

About 900 Duplex Drive, or “swim-
ming” tanks were made ready for D-Day
by fitting a collapsible canvas screen
around the top of the hull. Some turned
out to be death traps when they were
swamped in the heavy swell.

Between 0530
and 0800 hours the

View of Gold beach from high ground behind the village of Arromanches

‘About 900 Duplex Drive, or

forces were put ashore) were spread over
one hour 15 minutes. At Utah and Omaha
in the American Western area H-Hour
was 0630 hours; British and Canadian
beaches had later H-Hours: Gold 0725,
Juno 0735-0745, and Sword 0725 hours.

The assault on Utah beach was made by
the 4th US Division, some of whom were
landed up to a mile off-target.

Utah was by no means an easy landing,
but by the afternoon the GIs were pushing
inland and were linking up with the para
and glider troops who had landed in the
early hours.

In addition to their commitment on
Omaha beach, one of the US regimental
combat teams was responsible for seizing
the German heavy
artillery battery on

Naval Bombard- “swimming” tanks, were made Pointe du Hoc,
ment Forces of the ready by fitting a collapsible which jutted out
Western  (Ameri- canvas screen around the top of into the Bay of the
can) and Eastern the hull. Some turned out to be Seine some four
(British and Cana- death traps when they were miles west of
dian) sectors, in swamped' Omaha beach.

unison with the
Combined Allied Air Forces, softened up
the German defences.

Beaches codenamed Gold, Juno and
Sword were the responsibility of the East-
ern Task Force, under the command of
Rear-Admiral Sir Philip Vian, who had
the cruiser HMS Seylla as his flagship.

Eighteen bombarding ships were
assigned to Gold and 13 to Juno. Sword
had an even larger naval force allocated
and here the bombardment took place
from only a few hundred yards off shore.

Because of the tidal differences of the
beaches, H-Hours (when the assault

The:  wtask:.- of
taking the battery was allocated to a provi-
sional Ranger force (the US equivalent of
a British Commando). Three companies
of Rangers had to scale the 100ft high cliff,
which the Germans had given a liberal
dressing of barbed wire and trip flares, by
means of mortar-fire grappling lines and
scaling ladders, a drill that had been
rehearsed on the cliffs of the Isle of Wight
for some months.

Other Rangers, landing with the 116th
RCT on Omaha, were to have moved on
to the battery from inland, but in the event

@ Turn to next page
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Capt Donald Warrener,
7th Battalion, The Green Howards
REVEILLE 0315 on Empire Lance.
Formed up in boat loads on “C” deck
listening to commentary on loud hailer
from bridge and orders of the day from
Gens Eisenhower and Montgomery.
Lowered in our landing craft at 0500.
Awesome and inspiring sight of
Allied fleet shooting with everything
they had at the coastal defences, an
umbrella of steel following the mas-
sive air bombardment by the Allies.
The beach littered with casualties and
beached landing craft from first wave,
and a pall of dust and smoke making
identitication of targets difticult.

Our first objective, a heavy battery,
surrendered after a few moments of
gunfire. | led the battalion for the rest
of the day.

Skirmishing in area of Crépon ...
light resistance and surrender after a
brief firefight. We were ordered to
make good a bridge north of Creully,
but there was no opposition. The
enemy had withdrawn.

Shot at in Crevilly by Winnipeg
Rifles entering from the east who mis-
took us for enemy. We made friends
and waited for the rest of the battalion
{o come up. :

Sent off in lead, south. Skirmish
around Fresné-le-Crotteur, where we
were shelled by a supporting cruiser.
Frantic signals stopped it after three
salvos. By now we were so far forward
we were being mistaken for the
enemy! :

On to south of Coulombs, a few hun-
dred yards short of the Caen-Bayeux
road and our D-Day objective. At 2200

hours we were ordered to dig in north
of Coulombs for the night. It had been

@ery long day. )
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It was like some
deadly fairground

® From Page 27
these Rangers were landed too far to the
east and had to abandon the plan.

The ascent of the cliff was successfully
completed but by the time the Americans
reached the battery the Germans had
withdrawn their guns.

Eventually the guns were destroyed but
the enemy counter-attacked and the
Rangers were under siege for two days
until relieved by second-wave troops from
Omaha beach.

On board the Western Task Force flag-
ship USS Augusta, Gen Omar Bradley, in
charge of the American land forces, was a
worried man. Reports from Omaha beach
spoke of nothing but heavy casualties
among 1st US Infantry Division (the “Big
Red One”, which was returning to French
soil for the first time since the First World
War).

Omaha was better defended than any
other invasion beach and by noon Bradley
was considering an evacuation and using
the Division to reinforce other beaches,
even those in the British sector. But at last
came the reassuring news that the GlIs
were fighting their way off the beach.

The British and Canadians landing on
the eastern beaches found that in the main
the naval bombardment had done its job,
and the troops were able to gain a
foothold. However, resistance was still
fierce in the comparatively built-up resort
areas and the slow, slogging style of street-
fighting was inevitable.

On Gold beach the 50th (Northumbri-
an) Division had the task of pushing
inland and to take the towns of Arro-
manches and Bayeux. The Division’s 69th
and 231st Brigades landed at La Riviére
and Le Hamel respectively to find them-
selves heavily engaged by troops of the
German 352nd Division.

The specialised armour, the Crabs,
Crocodiles and other “funnies” of the
79th Armoured Division’s “z00”, helped
the Northumbrians get off the beach, but
not without heavy casualties.

It was on Gold beach that I went ashore
at about 0700 hours, tasked with other
sappers to destroy beach obstacles:
“hedgehogs” and “tetrahedra” ironwork
and other nasty devices that Rommel had
ordered to be set up.

Only when our demolition charges were
exhausted was it realised we had no fur-
ther instructions — perhaps it was thought

Right — German engineers scatter as an
RAF reconnaissance aircraft swoops low
over a Normandy beach to photograph
obstacles under construction. Thousands
of pictures were taken to build up a
composite assessment of defences along
the Channel coast

we were not going to need them! When
there was time to look around it was like
some nightmarish and deadly fairground.

The 47 (Royal Marines) Commando
had a particularly arduous task, despite
the fact that they had come ashore two
hours after the first landings. Their target
was Port-en-Bessin, a small port on the
right extremity of Gold beach. The plan
was to attack from the land side and, in
order to do this, the Commandos would
have a ten-mile march.

Unfortunately the assault troops, 1st
Hampshires, were having a bloody and
hard time, losing their commanding offi-
cer and many others. The Commandos
did not reach Port-en-Bessin before dark
and it took another day to capture the
town.

One company of 5th East Yorkshires of
69th Brigade was pinned down on Gold
beach at La Riviére for some time and
again these assault troops had good reason
to thank the specialised tanks of the 79th
Armoured Division for relieving their
plight.

Similar incidents, great and small, were
happening on Gold beach throughout the
daylight hours of D-Day but, by its end,
the brigades of 50th Division had fought
their way inland and had linked with
troops of the 3rd Canadian Division and
the 2nd Canadian Armoured Brigade
which had landed on the neighbouring
Juno beach.

The Canadians’ objective was Carpi-
quet airfield near Caen, as part of Mont-
gomery’s plan to capture the city of Caen
by the evening of the first day. In the
event, it was not until July 10 that Caen
would be “neutralised” and the 18th
before all the suburbs of the city were

e
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eventually cleared of the enemy.

The Canadians did not have a good
start: many of their landing craft were
wrecked on underwater obstructions and,
as they had been delayed by bad weather,
the beach, by now at high tide, was too
narrow for adequate marshalling of men
and equipment.

On Juno beach, as on Gold, the “fun-

D

Troobs shelter behind an M10 tank destroyer after coming under fire as they fight their way inland on the first day

nies” of the 79th Armoured Division gave
invaluable help in getting off the beach,
thus permitting Canadian tanks to cut the
Caen-Bayeux road seven miles inland.

Between the Canadians landing on
Juno beach and the British 3rd Division
eastward on Sword beach, there was an
area allotted to two Royal Marines Com-
mandos: 41 and 48 of 4th Special Service
Brigade.

The brief for 48 (Royal Marines) Com-
mando was to land at the small village of
St Aubin two hours after the Canadians
had made their assault on Juno and, at the
same time, 41 was to land five miles east-
ward at Lion-sur-Mer. The two units were
then to turn towards each other and meet,
mopping-up the enemy as they went.

However, 48 came under unexpectedly
heavy artillery attack which greatly deplet-
ed their strength, adding to the casualties
sustained when some of the landing craft
were wrecked.

At Lion-sur-Mer 41 also had troubles,
but the main difficulty came at the end of
the day when a mixed force of armour and
infantry from the 21st Panzer Division
succeeded in reaching the coast at Luc-
sur-Mer between the two Commandos,
thus splitting the British and Canadian
beaches. Fortunately for the Allies, the
Germans found it wiser to withdraw as
follow-up landings progressed.

The most easterly of the invasion
beaches was Sword with the British 3rd
Division landing at Le Bréche. This was a
built-up area and the Germans had con-
verted houses into defensive bunkers. It
was the only landing area where the Allies
met German naval opposition, in the form
of three E-Boats which torpedoed and
sank the Norwegian destroyer HNMS
Svenner.

The landings on Sword were, as else-
where, expensive in terms of casualties
and equipment but by 0900 hours La
Bréche had been taken and elements of
the 3rd Division were advancing inland
towards Colleville.

Finally, the town of Quistreham on the
extremity of Sword beach had to be taken
and this was achieved in the early after-
noon by 4 Commando and two troops of
French commandos of the 1st Special Ser-
vice Brigade.

By the end of D-Day many gallant men
had died, but the numbers were less than
expected. History had been made but
most of those on or just inland of the Nor-
mandy beaches that night did not know
the state of the campaign, only the com-
parative safety or otherwise of the imme-
diate surroundings.

To all who had taken part it was the
momentous day; they would never, could
never, see its like again.
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THE BRIGADIER’S STORY

D-DAY

THE OPERATION Overlord landings
are part of the British military heritage.

But the mounting of such a vast under-
taking — with its convoluted arrangements
for ensuring that millions of men and hun-
dreds of thousands of vehicles were trans-
ported across the Channel in the right
order and at the right time — was every bit
as vital.

Behind the scenes was Brig Tom
Collins, Director of Movements for Con-
tinental Operations, and his team ~ not to
mention a very concerned major general.

In October 1943, Brig Collins, working
to Gen Holmes, Director of Movements
in the War Office, was put in charge of
that department’s machine which was to
operate the mounting of the huge loading
and embarkation plan on “this side of the
water” in accordance with Gen Mont-
gomery’s requirements.

“I had a special American staff to assist
me in connection with the large US forces
taking part, and I had to work intimately
with the naval staff under Admiral
Creasey and his deputy, Admiral
Ramsay,” recalls the brigadier, now 89.

Fortunately for the success of the oper-
ation, he added modestly, its outline plan
and the immense preparations in the
building of embarkation points had been
completed by the time of his appointment.

“It had taken two years to do it and it
proved flexible enough to meet almost any
change in the opera-
tional plan, and to
match the require-
ments of the far shore
in men and materials
at the pace required.

“In fact, we went
on modifying it as dif-
fering circumstances presented them-
selves — right up to the last minute.”

As history relates, the original assault
plan drawn up by Gen Paget (three
infantry divisions, one armoured and one
airborne division) was doubled in size
once Montgomery became involved.

The original date for D-Day (May 5,
1944) was postpened, since his stipula-
tions for the assault were too much for the
ships and craft available.

“Monty knew what he was doing, and
had the prestige to carry his require-
ments,” said the brigadier.

Both plans involved the same general
landing area on the far shore.

Investigations over two years had deter-
mined that the area chosen was by far the
best from the point of view of enemy
opposition, and that the shore and hinter-
land were suitable.

“What was remarkable,” Brig Collins
said, “was that the particular area had
been known to hundreds of officers and

Gen Paget’s original

assault plan was doubled
in size once Montgomery  volved.
became involved

Brig Tom Collins

clerks in the planning offices for two years,
and yet the Germans still had no idea on
D-Day where we were going to land.

“Also, when we did, that it was not a
feint attack to divert their attention from
the Dover-Calais axis.”

A major factor which affected the
brigadier in his new
appointment was the
sheer variety of units
and equipment in-

These covered any-
thing from amphibi-
ous vehicles to
articulated and non-articulated supply
vehicles and road construction vehicles
and portable cranes.

All of these had to go into their light
ships or craft and to their particular
embarkation points.

“The business of embarking the men of
the fighting units was comparative child’s
play,” said Brig Collins.

Major problem was the 30,000 vehicles
which had to go into more than 1,000
ships and craft.

The latter varied from LSIs (Landing
Ship Infantry), which were, in fact con-
verted cross-Channel vessels, to the tiny
LCM (Landing Craft Motor) or ferrying
craft — each carrying one vehicle for shut-
tle ferrying on the far shore.

A battalion — 800 men — was usually
contained by the LSIs, which carried their
own assault craft. The ship could be dis-
embarked in a matter of minutes.

Principal carriers of vehicles were the
LSTs (Landing Ship Tanks), which

beached on the Normandy beaches and
each discharged 30 to 40 tanks or 50 to 60
vehicles on to dry land.

Finally, said Brig Collins, there were
the MT (Motor Transport) ships, mostly
American Liberty ships, each of which
held upwards of 100 vehicles.

In all, more than 20 different ships and
craft were used, excluding the pontoons,
lighters and other unloading craft.

“Most of them had their own restric-
tions regarding the height and weight of
the vehicles they could take: there was
never enough of any one type, and we
were receiving new ones right up to
D+30.”

The coastline and hinterland where the
huge embarkation operation was to take
place proved the biggest headache of the
lot.

“Broadly, the requirements were: no
tide, so that loading at the hards or ramps
could take place 24 hours out of 24 and
hinterland which was hard and flat, with
good road access or surface with no need
for road building or improvement, with
loading points where one wanted them
and not dictated by inland access.

“The hinterland also needed to be suit-
able for construction of embarkation
camps, with marshalling camps behind
them where men and vehicles were to get
into their craft loads and - further back -
concentration areas to which units were to
proceed from their home stations. Good
road access from one to another was
imperative,”

Added to that, good depth of water at
loading points was essential, so that craft
could load without danger.

“North Africa for the Sicily landings
was perfect: no tide, no road problems on
the hard sand, and camps and areas could
be established precisely where required,”
said Brig Collins.

England, on the other hand, could not
have been worse . . .

“The change of tide around our shores
is so great (24ft each 24 hours), our coast
line is intricate and deep water rarely lies
close in. Apart from that, the coastal roads
and lanes are so winding and the country
inland from the coast so enclosed for cre-
ating camps or areas which could feed
from one to the other.

“This meant that the operation, which
could have been mounted on 15 to 20
miles of the African coast, was, in fact,
spread from Yarmouth to Milford Haven
— a complicated stretch of coastline
spreading well over 1,000 miles with its
estuaries and inlets.”

There were 24 different embarkation
points between the two locations, made
necessary by the total loading capacity in
24 hours, since the assault and follow-up

June 24 ... calm seas ... and the incredi-
ble unloading operation is in full swing

had to load simultaneously. The British
loaded from Yarmouth to Portsmouth
and the Americans from Southampton
to Milford Haven, with each of the 24
points requiring its own embarkation
camp, marshalling and concentration
area and special road layout — many of
which had to be either built or greatly
improved.

“Even with the large number of
embarkation points, the loading of vehi-
cles for the assault and follow-up had to
begin six days before D-Day,” said Brig
Collins, who was twice mentioned in dis-
patches during the Second World War.

Some ships (the small coasters carrying
stores) actually sailed for Normandy five
days before D-Day, because they were so
far from the naval rendezvous in the
Channel.

“There was some difficulty in stopping
them when the whole operation was post-
poned for 24 hours due to the weather,
because of course wireless silence had to
be maintained.”

The most difficult aspect of the loading
operation was sectorisation: getting the
right people in the right place in the mar-
shalling area — sometimes just two or three
men - so that they could fit into the appro-
priate craft and arrive at the time which
Montgomery required.

It was essential, in loading the build-up,

Brig Tom Collins with Gen Montgomery

to keep the embarkation points filled with
troops and vehicles, so that returning
ships and craft were never kept waiting.

Units moved from concentrative areas
in the Midlands to the marshalling areas
(about 15 to 20 miles from the coast) then
to the embarkation areas, which, like the
marshalling areas, were designed to hold
48 hours’ flow.

Once the loading began, each area was
filled from the one behind as it emptied
and a continuous process began in which
the entire expeditionary force began to
move towards the South Coast.

“The enormous movement which
began six days before D-Day,” Brig
Collins explained, “gave rise to one final
complication bigger than any previously
tackled: the possibility of postponement,”

This would have required a halt and
possibly even a reversal of the whole

process, with one of the inevitable conse-
quences being the difficulty in maintain-
ing secrecy in the meantime.

And that is where the “very concerned
major general” came in.

He had been appointed to sit opposite
the brigadier and plan for such a contin-
gency.

“I can still recall the strained look on his
face until the operation was finally
launched,” the latter said.

His most vivid memory of D-Day is of
the relief at things finally getting off “as
smoothly as could be expected” despite
the weather, with only occasional hiccups.

“D-Day was not only the greatest com-
bined operation ever undertaken: I would
hazard a guess that it was the greatest that
ever will be.”

And does he think the present-day
British Army would be capable of mount-
ing such a gigantic logistical exercise?

“Oh, yes,” said the former Green
Howard, who joined the Army 70 years
ago and retired in 1948, “only this time
around, as was shown in the Gulf War, all
you would need would be one man with a
computer.”

He has no great plans to commemorate
the anniversary, five decades on.

“Ten of us get together for a lunch once
a year in St James’s,” the brigadier said,
“but these days I have to confess that I am
rather more interested in Roman remains
than I am in Normandy.”
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CAMERA IN ACTION . | _D-DAY

Left — LCpl Lodge
RE displays a new
type of German
magnetic mine -
designed to cripple
Allied tanks - that
was found after Tilly-
sur-Seulles was lib-
erated by the Allies.
Curiously, the sap-
per is carrying two
rifles. The second
cannot have belong-
ed to the Army pho-
tographer who took
the picture because
he would have been
armed with a pistol

Above — When the 4th Special Service Brigade landed near Lion-sur-
Mer, the beach became a bit congested. Here A Troop of 41 (RM) Com-
mando maintains a low profile. Standing (right) is Lt Paddy Stevens

i s a | At B .
Following the rout of a panzer attack in Normandy, smoke pours from a farmhouse at
Christot. British troops cover exits ready to deal with German soldiers who may be hiding
within. A military censor has obscured the formation badges on soldiers’ uniforms, hence
the white blobs on each man’s shoulder

Right — British troops suffered heavy casualties on the beach-head. In
the lee of a Churchill AVRE named Cheetah, two medics and a doctor
treat the injured. A wounded man, foreground, crawls to safety

Below — After just one Crab flail tank got ashore from LCT 947,
two direct hits knocked out a second and detonated Bangalore
torpedoes, killing the commanding officer of 5 Assault Regiment
RE, Lt Col A D B Cocks, and others. Unable to discharge its
cargo, the craft withdrew and sailed back to England, carrying
its dead and wounded with it. Here, sappers are seen plugging
shrapnel holes

Supplies for the Royal Air Force were brought forward from the beach-
es and dumped in the Normandy fields. In this picture, an RAF supply
officer (hand raised, left) supervises the unloading of 500lb bombs
from DUKWs used to transport the bombs directly from ships
anchored offshore. The soldiers are from a British Army beach group

32

Amid the ruins of the village of Tilly-sur-Seulles, Royal Engineers sweep the main street with mine detectors while riflemen search

wrecked buildings for snipers. The town, which was liberated by British troops on June 18, was badly damaged by shellfire. Centre
left is a wrecked Bren carrier. The local war cemetery contains 1,222 burials, including 986 British and 232 German
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THE COMMANDO’S STORY

_D-DAY @

Private Bill’s nine lives

WHEN Army commando Pte Bill Bid-
mead joined a stretcher party carrying a
wounded soldier back on D-Day, he
escaped death by inches as a shell struck
beside them. Two stretcher-bearers were
killed instantly, a third had his arm sliced
off by shrapnel, but the 20-year-old com-
mando was unscathed.

Today, Bill, now 70 and retired from a
lifetime in the building trade, lives at
Heston, West London, surrounded by
commando memorabilia. One page of his
wartime scrapbook features a poignant
reminder of war — photographs of German
soldiers’ families picked up on the battle-
fields of Normandy.

After the war, Pte Bidmead continued
his soldiering, albeit on a pari-time basis.
He joined the London Scottish Regiment,
serving more than 20 years with the Terri-
torial Army.

Fifty years after the Normandy land-
ings, Bill still remembers his lucky escape
from death and other horrific incidents
during the ferocious efforts by the British
Army to gain a foothold in France.

No. 4 Commando was one of four

Army and one Royal Ma-
rines Commando making
up Brig Lord Lovat’s Ist
Special Service Brigade,
which had been tasked to
land at Ouistreham to clear
the town’s strongpoints and
gun emplacements. Pte
Bidmead was a member of
A Troop, a light support
troop equipped with Vick-
ers “K” guns that fired 900
rounds a minute.

The Highland Light
Infantry private and his Bill Bidmead today
fellow commandos were

carried across the English Channel on
board two converted Channel steamers,
The Princess Astrid and Maid of Orleans.

Assault landing craft took No. 4 Com-
mando ashore. Bidmead’s craft was hit
and reared up almost vertical. He was
jammed between his seat and the boat,
under a pile of men.

The ramp was kicked open and the
commandos debouched. The first man
out was practically ripped in half by a

burst of machine-gun fire.

Bidmead, still trapped,
feared he would drown as
the craft began to fall back
and sink.

“A comrade, seeing my
plight, dashed back and
freed me. I jumped into the
sea, now neck-deep. As I
waded ashore, I saw men
drowning in shallow water.
Wounded, their 90Ib ruck-
sacks weighed them down.

“A company of East
Yorks had been landed ear-
lier to clear the beach and
lay white tape to mark a clear passage for
us. They had not got ten yards before
many had been cut down and they were
ordered to dig in. It was an act of madness
that only added to the carnage.

“I stepped over one wounded soldier
whose stomach had been ripped open. 1
couldn’t stop and help.

“I ended up in a building giving cover-
ing fire to troops attacking a German gun
battery. I foolishly leant out of the window
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to get a better aim and was seen by a
sniper who fired at me. As I ducked back
inside to reload, a round whistled by me
and hit the man behind me in the stom-
ach.

“We carried him back on a door, but
had to duck in a doorway when a German
fighter flew over us with machine guns
blazing. We left the wounded man there
and marked his position with a small
yellow pennant so he could be collected
later.

“As we came back we found 30 East
Yorks lying behind a hedgerow. All were
dead, save one who was screaming for a
padre. An oil bomb had dropped in the
middle of them. It exploded burning oil
and left a great black patch.”

That afternoon, No. 4 Commando
linked up with the Oxfordshire and Buck-
inghamshire Light Infantry glider force
that had seized Pegasus Bridge. It was still
under fire and the commandos ran across
in twos and threes.

One officer was killed crossing the
bridge. A soldier accompanying him was
deeply upset by his loss and came across
three German prisoners sitting beside the
bridge.

“One cried out for water. The soldier
said, ‘T’ll give you water’ and shot them.
Nothing was said at the time, but the sol-
dier was later killed himself. Funny thing.
You usually found that if people went out
of their way to kill someone, they general-
ly ended up dead themselves.”

Pte Bidmead and A Troop were sent
out in front to make contact with the
enemy.

“I got my head down, but someone
tapped on my helmet and whispered ‘Ger-
mans!” Moving forward out of a wood
were dozens of coal-scuttle helmeted sol-
diers. Alongside me a Welsh Guardsman,
Taff Hughes, picked up his K gun and
opened fire. A stick grenade exploded in
front of my trench. Shrapnel hit my lip
and my mouth was smothered in blood.
The force of the explosion flung me to the
bottom of the trench and I heard someone
say, ‘Young Bid’s had itr’. Our mortars
pounded the German positions and we
managed to withdraw.”

The troop rejoined the surviving mem-
bers of No. 4 Commando and dug in in
front of a farmhouse. Over the next five
days, they were shelled and mortared con-
tinuously.

“Sgt Fraser used to be very daring. He
sat in a slit trench, 75 yards in front, snip-
ing at Germans. Eventually, he was killed
and, because I was always boasting about
my shooting, my lance corporal told me to
take his place.

“I was on my own and it was traumatic.
I nearly went off my head. Sgt Isherwood
came out with a bar of chocolate for me. A
mortar landed close by and he dived for
cover, but the blast ripped his trousers off.
He could see I was doing no good and
pulled me out of there.

“We took it in turns to sleep in a chick-

Pte Bill Bidmead pictured soon after the
battle for Walcheren

en coop. 1 crawled in and shooed the
chickens away. When I fell asleep, they
climbed back on their perches and smoth-
ered me in their droppings. I must have
looked a right sight!

“The German soldiers made one last
attack, but we cut them to pieces. We
killed ten of them to one of us. A patrol
went out and counted 250 German dead.
Later, an 80-strong detachment of bicy-
cle-mounted German reinforcements
halted opposite our position.

“They were exhausted, having cycled
all the way from Paris. As they dismount-
ed and threw their kit down, we opened
fire. It took 30 minutes to kill them all.”

No. 4 Commando remained in the
front line for 83 days. Of its original 700-
strong complement, only 70 remained
unwounded. :
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: Sherman Duplex Drive tanks still fitted with flotation skirts and propellers join the commando attack on German positions which had to be

cleared before the commandos could move on to reinforce the airborne troops who had captured Pegasus Bridge
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FOREIGN SERVICE MEDAL Service Commemoratives Pty. Ltd., is proud to announce the releuxeﬁ
commemorative for foreign service, to be available to all qualified British
COMMEMORATIVE Cmnmonweullh_ and Allied ex-servicemen and women and to Civilian
Volunteers. (Police, Fire Service, Essential Services, Coast Guard, Merchant

| Navy, Ambulance, Red Cross, etc.)

This medal is to commemorate overseas service in both WAR and PEACE
that has not been recognised by any award.

Both this superb medal and its miniature are STRUCK in bright cupronickel -
to the same high standard as the military medals and decorations for which the
Mints of the British Empire were so renowned. This is not some inexpensive
casting. (The medal and suspender bar are two piece assembly.) The design is
deliberately reminiscent of the by-gone days of ‘Empire’.

The medal’s beautiful ribbon represents the colour of the eastern sky when the
sun rises without a cloud, crimson falling into gold, and gold into blue.

This Medal is available with CLASPS to denote the particular areas where you
served overseas. In this way several Clasps representing your various areas of
foreign service can all be attached to the one medal, as is the practice with all
the various General Service Medals.

Clasps (bars) are to be attached and rivetted to each other and to the medal
suspender assembly. Clasps are made from cupronickel, and are of a similar
construction and assembly type as used on the various General Service Medals.
This Commemorative can also be displayed without any clasps (bars).

Neither medal mounting nor engraving services are offered or provided by
Service Commmemoratives Pty. Ltd. Such requests should be directed to
professional medal mounting services.

Individuals and organisations may have specially made clasps (bars) -
minimum order of 50 - to recognise specific service, if such service is not
REVERSE already covered by the large range of clasps now available.

I Medals shown in line art for clarity This is a Commemorative - and like all other commemoratives it is unofficial,
It may be worn in civilian dress.

{ PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS TO ENSURE YOUR ORDER CAN BE SENT WITHOUT ERROR

Surname:

Il Christian Names:

Postal Address:

P/Code:

Areas of Service:

Rank: Branch of Service: Service No:

If for N.O.K. State Relationship

CLASPS NOW AVAILABLE
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= AUSTRALIA + OCCUPATION OF JAPAN then be placed with the manufacturer, who will effect dispatch in an estimated 6-8 weeks.

= BERLIN AIR LIFT » KOREA

* MALTA » UNITED NATIONS FORCES
* FRANCE 1940 + BORNEO

* INDIA « SOUTH WEST PACIFIC
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« EAST GERMAN BORDER « SOUTHERN OCEAN International Bank Draft payable in Australian Dollars to:

* NORTHERN NORWAY » BOMB & MINE CLEARANCE Service Commemoratives Pty. Ltd. P.O. Box 173, Dromana, Vic. Australia 3936
* BERLIN GARRISON « MALAYA (Sole Distributor for this Medal.) Aust. Company Register No. 059 615 753

* CARIBBEAN * SYRIA
* FAR EAST « GREECE Mounting and engraving services are not offered or provided by Service Commemoratives Pty. Ltd.
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« CYPRUS « PALESTINE THE FOREIGN SERVICE MEDAL COMMEMORATIVE (F.S.M. Commemorative)

* HONG KONG * NEW BRITAIN [ Full-size medal & 12 inches of ribbon ready for mounting at $75 each. P
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« MIDDLE EAST « 0CCUPATION OF GERMANY = - ——— ( Polished and rivetted )
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e _ ( Print clasp title ordered )
Second and Subsequent full size Clasp(s)/Bar(s) $30 each
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THE BEACH GROUPS

In this impression of a Normandy beach on D-Day, members of the beach group can be seen organising the traffic and lines of supply. The
artist, Cpl Eric Earnshaw, 5th Battalion, The Royal Berkshire Regiment, was seconded to SOLDIER in the closing stages of the Second World
War. An exhibition of his drawings is on show in the Museum of The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment, Cathedral Close, Salisbury

Many of the achievements of units and
formations on D-Day were kept secret
until the end of the war in Europe. In July
1945, SOLDIER was able to reveal the
story of the Sign of the Fouled Anchor.

THE WORLD had to wait a long time
before it learned the secret of the men who
wore the fouled anchor sign. But it was
worth the wait. Theirs was the story of the
beach groups, specialist units from all the
three Services tasked to keep vital supplies
flowing from the beaches.

Even in the Army the men in khaki with
the fouled anchor sign on their arms were
something of a mystery.

The first beach group was activated for
the Sicilian landings, but by June 1944
they were a much more complex and com-
plete organisation. Training began more
than a year before D-Day, when specialist
units from the Army, Royal Navy and
Royal Air Force, plus an infantry battal-
ion, were drawn together to form a com-

plete amphibious formation. They moved
from locations all over England to a secret
training ground in Scotland where they
found their sea legs, became adept at load-
ing and unloading every type of landing
craft, and experts with the whole range of
assault weapons.

Approximate strength of a beach group
was about 3,500. The Royal Navy ele-
ment was composed of signallers to main-
tain communications between the
beaches, the ships and home bases, and
commandos responsible for the move-
ment of craft up to the beaches.

The RAF element had two functions, to
ensure that the requirements of RAF
units, and the provision of air strips, were
not overlooked, and to provide a balloon
section to protect the beaches from air
attack.

Not the least important parts of the
groups were their infantry battalions,

® Turn to Page 39
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CODE-NAME MULBERRY _

poAY ),

They took their harbours, too

TWO artificial harbours towed to Arro-
manches proved one of the great success
stories of the battle for Normandy. Along
their mile-long piers, Allied craft were
able to disgorge urgently-needed cargoes
of tanks, guns, trucks, stores, rations and
munitions.

In 1942, the Directorate of Ports and
Inland Water Transport was tasked to pro-

duce prefabricated piers long enough to
extend from the shore into water deep
enough for coasters to lie alongside. The
piers would have to be strong enough to
support the heaviest weapons, capable of
rapid assembly, and sufficiently robust to
ride out storms at sea.

A prototype constructed on a remote
Scottish beach in early 1943 confirmed
that huge sections of the floating bridge —
code-named Mulberry — could be towed
across the Channel and slotted into place.

The harbours consisted of outer float-
ing breakwaters, inner fixed breakwaters
made of concrete caissons and floating
piers running from the pierheads to the
shore. Complementing Mulberry were
“Gooseberry” harbours formed by 60
blockships sunk in line to give 51/2 miles of
breakwater protection to small craft oper-
ating off the beaches immediately after D-
Day. There, before Mulberry became
operational, coasters could lie high and

BUT what happened to Mulberry? SOL-
DIER’s archive reveals its fate and pro-
vides details of its disposal.

Apart from the remains of the huge
concrete caissons still in position off the
Normandy coast, much of the harbour
was recycled and the obsolete blockships
sunk to form part of the breakwater were
refloated, towed to Britain and sold for
scrap.

Undamaged Phoenix caissons were sal-
vaged and put to other uses by the Admi-
ralty. The Dutch employed some in dam
repairs on Walcheren and elsewhere, and
a number were bought by the Icelandic
Government. Most of the Spud pierheads
and the Whale bridging were purchased
by France and towed to Fort Gentil,
French Equatorial Africa, to form a har-
bour.

The rest was shipped back to Britain
and handed over to the Ministry of Supply
for disposal.

An article in SOLDIER revealed that
two sections of Mulberry Harbour at
Rainham in Essex were being used to
import timber into the country.’

The Phoenix Timber Company bought
two pieces of history: Mulberry floating
pierheads Nos 401 and 416. One had
been the first to be linked with the Nor-
mandy coast after the storm of June 19
(7,000 vehicles crossed it in 24 hours), the
other had carried a shore-to-ship ramp for
ambulances at Arromanches.

They were towed to Frog Island, Mud-

dry at low tide and unload their cargoes
into DUKWSs — amphibious landing craft
— manned by drivers of the RASC.

Despatch of the equipment began on
the evening of D-Day. Construction went
well until D+13 when a severe storm blew
up. The American harbour, Mulberry
“A” at St Laurent-sur-Mer off Omaha
Beach, was severely damaged. Parts were
salvaged to rebuild the British Mulberry
“B” at Arromanches, which was soon
back in full swing.

Port Winston, as the latter was unoffi-
cially known, unloaded equipment at an
astonishing rate. By the end of July 1944,
more than 1.5 million personnel, 300,000
vehicles and almost two million tons of
stores had been landed.

Without Mulberry, the Allies would
have had to storm Cherbourg or Le Havre
to gain port facilities. The outcome of the
battle of Normandy could have been very
different.

land, and installed along with 240ft float-
ing Whale from Arromanches. Until then,
ships had had to sail up river to Surrey
Commercial Docks and discharge their
timber into barges which took the cargo
back to Frog Island.

Another section of Mulberry, consisting
of a bridge span and a ramp float, was
towed to Preston, Lancashire, where it
was used to ease the shipping of heavy
vehicles to Larne.

Above — Mulberry A. The view to the beach.
American combat vehicles drove ashore in
great numbers before a storm wrecked this
harbour

Below - a lorry loaded with much-needed
supplies of timber drives ashore over
Whale bridging connecting ship and shore
at Frog Island

THE BEACH GROUPS

® From Page 37
which were responsible for the movement
of stores, vehicles and equipment to the
dumps — and the defence of the entire
beach area.

Their work in the early stages of the
landing was carried out under the most
perilous conditions.

Each group also had three sapper sec-
tions, one for road construction and main-
tenance, one for the operation of cranes
and bulldozers, and one for port opera-
tion.

Communications between the beach
group and the assault formations were
provided by the Royal Signals.

The RASC supplied general transport
companies with fleets of DUKWSs and
non-amphibious vehicles, and maintained
the Detail Issue Depot for food and the
petrol depot.

The RAMC established field dressing
stations on the beaches and was responsi-
ble for casualty evacuation centres. Mili-
tary police provided traffic control while
REME had a Beach Recovery Section for
the recovery of “drowned” vehicles or the
repair of damaged ones. The Pioneers
were expected to help everywhere, assist-

ing on the beach, on road construction
and in burial work. Each beach group was
a miniature army in itself.

They landed with the first waves of
assault troops, fighting on the beaches and
at the same time establishing lines of com-
munication so that following troops
wanted for nothing in food and equip-
ment.

The weather was a bitter enemy in the
early days of the invasion. Men worked
round the clock for weeks on end. They
were bombed, machine-gunned and
shelled continuously until the battle
moved beyond them into Caen.

The success of the initial vital stages of
the landing depended heavily on the work
of the men wearing the sign of the fouled
anchor.

Such is the story of the back line of the
front. When their task ended with the
opening of the Channel ports, they went
forward to take their places alongside the
soldiers who had passed through them on
the beaches.

And when the crossing of the Rhine was
achieved, former beach group men were
on the banks of the river to control the
operatlon
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THE WAY IT WAS...

THE STORY OF THE BATTLE BY
THOSE WHO WERE THERE

FOREWORD BY FIELD MARSHAL LORD CARVER

For the participants, the events of D-day and the
bitter battle for Normandy remain, 50 years later,

the most momentous of their lives.

Here, via extracts from the letters, diaries
and memoirs of ordinary servicemen and their
commanders, is what it was like to be part of the

mightiest amphibious invasion in history.

This gripping, often moving, book is vivid history and

a remarkable insight into the reality of warfare.

PAPERBACK, £5.99
WITH PHOTOGRAPHS, A DETAILED MAP
AND THE FULL ALLIED ORDER OF BATTLE

Please order from your usual bookseller or,

in case of difficulty, from the publisher, using the coupon below
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THE FIELD MARSHAL'S STORY

D-DAY @

who went back
with the Queen

WHEN THE war in North-
West Europe ended in 1945,
Capt Edwin Bramall was the
only officer serving with the
2nd Barttalion, The King’s
Royal Rifle Corps who had
landed with the battalion at
Normandy. All the others had
been killed or wounded.

He had been lucky . . . In the
intervening, action-packed
months, he had twice been
wounded and once, while help-
ing a soldier whose foot had
been blown off in a minefield,
he had himself stepped on a
mine that failed to explode.

He had the Military Cross
pinned on his tunic by Gen
Montgomery.

Now a Field Marshal and a
former Chief of the Defence
Staff, Lord Bramall, 70, is a
champion of the Forces, speak-
ing frequently on their behalf
in the House of Lords. He is
Chairman of the Trustees of
the Imperial War Museum.

The King’s Royal Rifle
Corps crossed the Channel on
the evening of D-Day aboard
an American tank landing
ship.

“On D+1, our ship joined a
queue of craft waiting to
debouch their cargoes of men
and material. The sight was
fantastic. There was an enor-
mous armada of ships of every
size and shape stretching as far
as the eye could see.

“We drove our vehicles off
into deep water and everyone
got soaked. There was an air
alert and beachmasters were shouting for
us to get off the beach. We didn’t hang
around and, after driving through mine-
cleared lanes, we dispersed into the Nor-
mandy countryside and halted in an apple
orchard.

“We first went into action at Villons-
les-Buissons, astride a main road where
we dug trenches and took up defensive
positions. There was nothing between us
and the enemy, but we were strong on the
ground. We had tanks, artillery and air

E 2B

Fd Marshal Lord Bramall sits under a portrait
depicting him as Chief of the Defence Staff

and naval gunfire support and were able to
keep all attacks on us at arm’s length. Not
so for the Canadians next to us who were
involved in terrible hand-to-hand fighting.
There were some very nasty incidents. It
was rumoured that prisoners were shot.
“At 20, I was much younger than most
of my soldiers who had fought their way
through Italy. They had been through a
hell of a lot and were pretty tired. A lot of
them thought it was about time someone
else had a go. Of course, it was

Montgomery’s
plan to mix
the enthusiasm
and freshness
of new units
with the ex-
perience of the old.

“The shelling was terrible. I remember
one gun in particular. It must have been a
240mm railway gun. Its shell made a noise
like a tube train arriving at an under-
ground station. If you heard it coming,
you hirt the deck. Its effect carried a very
long way.

“One landed in a field just behind me,
but a man 200 yards away was decapitat-
ed by a shell-splinter. There were also
Nebelwerfer mortars: ‘moaning minnies’
we called them.

“All this went on while we were
involved in the intense business of consol-
idating and holding our positions. But
there were moments when the Germans
got quite close to the coast. If we had
failed to retain a foothold and been driven
back to the sea, the end of the war would
have been put back almost indefinitely.”

The liberation army received a mixed
reaction from the local population which
had not, until then, been badly affected by
the war because Normandy was a major
food-producing centre.

“The Germans had left them pretty well
alone and then we arrived and their homes
were flattened by gunfire, their cattle
killed, and Caen reduced to rubble.

“I remember we were digging in on the
first night and about to start fighting for
our lives. The weather was ghastly and we
needed overhead protection. I saw a pile
of corrugated iron sheeting in a farmyard
and told my men to make use of it. Out
came the farmer in an absolute rage,
telling me I had no right to take it.

“I told him where he could stuff it, but I
suppose you can’t expect a man who
works on the land and whose farm means
everything to him to welcome what was
happening on behalf of some great cause.

“I thought the bombing of Caen a great
mistake, because it achieved little. It flat-
tened the city, but the Germans knew it
was coming. They saw the Pathfinders
dropping flares and left the town. After
the raid, they moved back in.”

® Turn to Page 45
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ORDER OF BATTLE

oAy 5,

Gold Beach -~ British Division

50th BRITISH (NORTHUMBRIAN)
DIVISION

69th INFANTRY BRIGADE

5th Bn The East Yorkshire Regiment
6th Bn The Green Howards

7th Bn The Green Howards

151st INFANTRY BRIGADE

6th Bn The Durham Light Infantry

8th Bn The Durham Light Infantry

9th Bn The Durham Light Infantry
231st INFANTRY BRIGADE

2nd Bn The Devonshire Regiment

1st Bn The Hampshire Regiment

1st Bn The Dorsetshire Regiment
Divisional Troops

HQ 50th Infantry Division

61st Reconnaissance Regiment, RAC
357th, 385th and 465th Btys, 90th Field
Regiment, RA

99th and 288th Btys, 102nd Anti-Tank
Regiment, RA

233rd, 295th and 505th Field
Companies, RE

235th Field Park Company, RE

2nd Bn The Cheshire Regiment (MG)
Units under command for assault phase
8th ARMOURED BRIGADE

4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards
Nottinghamshire Yeomanry (Sherwood
Rangers)

24th Lancers

56th INFANTRY BRIGADE

2nd Bn The South Wales Borderers
2nd Bn The Gloucestershire Regiment
2nd Bn The Essex Regiment
Elements of 79th Armoured Division
2nd County of London Yeomanry
(Westminster Dragoons)

2 Tps 141st Regiment, RAC

6th Assault Regiment, RE

86th and 147th Field Regiments, RA
394th and 395th Btys, 120th Light Anti-

BATTLE HONOURS

NORMANDY LANDING
June 6, 1944

The assault on and across the
Normandy beaches:

4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards
13th/18th Hussars

22nd Dragoons

Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry
Staffordshire Yeomanry
Westminster Dragoons (2nd County of
London Yeomanry)

East Riding Yeomanry

Inns of Court Regiment

Royal Warwickshire Regiment
King's Regiment

Royal Norfolk Regiment
Lincolnshire Regiment
Devonshire Regiment

Suffolk Regiment

W

Aircraft Regiment, RA

73rd and 280th Field Companies, RE
1st RM Armoured Support Regiment
47 RM Commando

GHQ Liaison Regiment

Beach Groups

2nd Bn The Hertfordshire Regiment
6th Bn The Border Regiment

Plus elements of:

Royal Corps of Signals

Royal Army Service Corps

Royal Army Medical Corps

Royal Army Ordnance Corps

Corps of Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers

Corps of Military Police

Pioneer Corps

Juno Beach - 3rd Canadian
Division

7th CANADIAN BRIGADE

The Royal Winnipeg Rifles

The Regina Rifle Regiment

1st Canadian Scottish Regiment

8th CANADIAN BRIGADE

The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada

Le Régiment de la Chaudieré

The North Shore (New Brunswick) Regt
9th CANADIAN BRIGADE

The Highland Light Infantry of Canada
The Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry
Highlanders

The North Nova Scotia Highlanders
Divisional Troops

HQ 3rd Canadian Division

12th Canadian Field Regiment SP, RCA
13th Canadian Field Regiment SP, RCA
14th Canadian Field Regiment SP, RCA
32nd Bty, 4th Canadian Light Anti-
Aircraft Regiment, RCA

16th and 18th Canadian Field
Companies, RCE

Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa (MG)

East Yorkshire Regiment
Green Howards

Cheshire Regiment

South Wales Borderers
Hampshire Regiment

Dorset Regiment

South Lancashire Regiment
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry

Royal Berkshire Regiment
King’s Shropshire Light Infantry
Middlesex Regiment

Royal Ulster Rifles

Glider Pilot Regiment
Parachute Regiment
Hertfordshire Regiment

Also awarded to the Commando
Association

NB — By the time Battle Honours were awarded in 1951,
some regimental titles had changed.

The famous Southwick House invasion map has been reproduced as part of a special exhi-
bition in Portsmouth’s D-Day Museum

Units under command for assault phase

2nd CANADIAN ARMOURED
BRIGADE

6th Armoured Regiment (1st Hussars)
10th Armoured Regiment (Fort Garry
Horse)

27th Armoured Regiment (The
Sherbrooke Fusilier Regiment)

4th (SPECIAL SERVICE) BRIGADE
48 RM Commando

1st Section, RM Engineer Commando
C Sqgn, Inns of Court Regiment

PEGASUS BRIDGE
June 6, 1944

This subsidiary engagement denotes the
capture by coup de main of the Orne
bridges.

The Honour was emblazoned by the:
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry and Glider Pilot Regiment and
was also awarded to The Parachute
Regiment.

MERVILLE BATTERY
June, 1944

In this engagement units of 6th Airborne
Division captured the Merville Battery.
The Honour was emblazoned by the
Glider Pilot Regiment and was also
awarded to The Parachute Regiment.

19th Canadian Field Regiment SP, RCA
62nd Anti-Tank Regiment, RA

HQ 80 Anti-Aircraft Brigade

372, 375 Btys, 114 Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment, RA

321 Bty, 93 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment,
RA

5th Canadian Field Company, RCE
26 and 80 Assault Squadrons, RE

72 and 85 Field Companies, RE

3 and 4 Btys, 2 RM Armoured Support
Regiment

Beach Groups

8 Bn The King's Regiment

5 Bn The Royal Berkshire Regiment
Plus elements of:

Royal Corps of Signals

Royal Army Service Corps

Royal Army Medical Corps

Royal Army Ordnance Corps

Corps of Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers

Corps of Military Police

Pioneer Corps

Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps

Sword Beach - British Division

3rd BRITISH DIVISION

8th INFANTRY BRIGADE

1st Bn The Suffolk Regiment

2nd Bn The East Yorkshire Regiment
1st Bn The South Lancashire Regiment
9th INFANTRY BRIGADE

2nd Bn The Lincolnshire Regiment

1st Bn The King's Own Scottish
Borderers

2nd Bn The Royal Ulster Rifles

185th INFANTRY BRIGADE

2nd Bn The Royal Warwickshire
Regiment

1st Bn The Royal Norfolk Regiment
2nd Bn The King's Shropshire Light
Infantry

Division Troops

HQ 3rd Division

7th, 33rd and 76th Field Regiments, RA
20th Anti-Tank Regiment, RA

246th Field Company, RE

2nd Bn The Middlesex Regiment (MG)
Units under command for assault phase
27th ARMOURED BRIGADE
13th/18th Royal Hussars

The Staffordshire Yeomanry

The East Riding Yeomanry

1st (SPECIAL SERVICE) BRIGADE
3, 4 and 6 Commandos

45 (RM) Commando

2 Troops 10 (IA) Commando (French)
Elements of 79 Armoured Division

22 Dragoons

5 Assault Regiment, RE

218 Bty and HQ 73

Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, RA

1 Tp 318 Bty (of 92 Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment, RA)

263 Field Company, RE

629 Field Squadron, RE

41 RM Commando (from 4 Special
Service Brigade)*

3 Tps 5 Independent Armoured Support
Battery SP, RM

Beach Groups

5th Bn The King's Regiment

1st Buckinghamshire Bn

Units of 51st Highland Division which
landed on D-Day and came under
command of 3rd British Infantry Division
5th Bn The Black Watch

1st and 5/7th Battalions, The Gordon
Highlanders

Plus elements of:

Royal Corps of Signals

Royal Army Service Corps

Royal Army Medical Corps

Royal Army Ordnance Corps

Corps of Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers

Corps of Military Police

Pioneer Corps

|'|er| the tide

Note: *41 RM -Commando was an element of 4
Special Service Brigade, which was put under
command of 3 British Division on landing on wrong
beach.

6th Airborne Division

3rd PARACHUTE BRIGADE

8th and 9th Battalions, The Parachute
Regiment, AAC

1st Canadian Parachute Battalion

5th PARACHUTE BRIGADE

7th, 12th and 13th Battalions, The
Parachute Regiment, AAC

6th AIRLANDING BRIGADE

2nd Bn The Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry

1st Bn The Royal Ulster Rifles

A Coy 12 Bn The Devonshire Regiment
Divisional Troops

HQ 6th Airborne Division

6th Airborne Armoured Reconnaissance
Regt, RAC

211 Bty, 53rd Airlanding Light Regiment,
RA

3rd and 4th Airlanding Anti-Tank
Batteries, RA

3rd and 591st Parachute Squadrons, RE
249th Field Company (Airborne), RE
286th Field Park Company (Airborne),
RE

22nd Independent Parachute Company
1st and 2nd Wings Glider Pilot
Regiment, AAC

Plus Airborne elements of: -
Royal Corps of Signals

Royal Army Service Corps

Royal Army Medical Corps

Corps of Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers

MY MEMORIES of D-Day are full of
thanks to the warriors of 50th Division.
As an ex-boy soldier, not yet 18%
years old, | was dispatched to the 5th
East Yorks, at sea, waiting to invade
Europe.

During my boys’ service | had learnt
of the famous 50th Division and the
battles fought in the Western desert
and the invasion of Sicily. Now | joined
my heroes for the greatest battle ever.
How could we lose or come to any
harm?

| was now a soldier of the wonderful
69th Brigade; a battalion of East York-
shire and two battalions of Green
Howards who had already defeated
the Germans.

The struggle across Gold beach, the
casualties, the heat, noise and
exhaustion of the fight were absolute-
ly indescribable. | know | should have
died of fright alone without the calm-
ness under fire of these wonderful
fighters wearing the ribbon of the
Africa Star who taught me to survive

\thnt day. )
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‘Do you think

we have had it?

I think we
probably have , . .’/

@® From Page 41

Why had it taken so long to liberate Caen?

“The Germans were too strong and
fought well. They were from the best divi-
sion of the German Army. Being Waffen
SS, most were fanatical Nazis who fought
with exactly the same fervour and desper-
ation that we would have done if we had
been repelling an invasion of Britain.”

Lord Bramall believes the difficulty of
the terrain had been underestimated.

“It was not like Salisbury Plain which
you could just motor across. In the bocage
country of Normandy, you couldn’t see
further than the next field, and the succes-
sion of very deep hedgerows and ditches
proved ideal for the enemy to defend.”

Lord Bramall was armed with a
revolver. A “bloody useless weapon”, he
said, preferring to carry a rifle or sten gun.

Had he killed an enemy soldier?

“Yes. Once, I knew I had killed a man.
It is not difficult in the sort of conditions
we were faced with. Either you will be
killed or someone else is. It’s part of a pat-
tern.

“I never actually stuck someone with a
bayonet . . . I always tried to dispose of
the opposition before that moment
occurred.”

In one dramatic incident, a company
group was subjected to direct fire from
German tanks or self-propelled guns that
had broken through.

“We took what cover we could. With
another platoon commander, Lt Bernard
Jackson, I sheltered under a half-track.
The shells came crashing down. The com-
pany commander and sergeant major
were killed, as was another platoon com-
mander.

“I turned to Bernard and said: ‘Do you
think we have had it?” He replied: ‘I think
we probably have’. There was a terrible
crash as a shell struck our vehicle. When
the dust had cleared, I looked down and
not only was he dead, but his whole body
was blackened from head to foot. The
blast had killed him.

“I thought I can’t just stay here, so I got
out from under my vehicle. It was like a
scene from hell. Vehicles were blazing
everywhere. I felt a burning sensation
down my side. I thought I was on fire and
threw myself down, rolling around on my
side to put the flames out.

“Eventually, the scout platoon com-
mander and I got the company moved
into cover. The door of my half-track had
been blown off. It was then that I discov-
ered I was wounded. It hadn’t been fire. I
had been hit by shrapnel.”

After his wound had been dressed at a
first aid post, Bramall was evacuated to
Britain with another wounded KRRC
officer, Maj Roland Gibbs (who was to
precede him as Chief of the General

Troops make their way along wooded country lanes in Normandy, east of Le Beny Bocage.

Lord Bramall believes the difficulty of the terrain was underestimated

Staff). Both men returned to Normandy a
month later.

“When we arrived at a rear port centre,
I caused a lot of agitation because I was so
anxious to return to my battalion. Some
base wallah told me I would have to
‘bloody well take my turn’, so Maj Gibbs
and I stole a vehicle and drove ourselves to
rejoin the battalion.”

Tactics in the early stages of the Nor-
mandy campaign were unimaginative:
Operation Epsom had been a typical
example. One of the leading battalions, a
Scottish regiment, formed up on a start
line and advanced across a cornfield
behind a creeping artillery barrage.

“Their casualties were enormous. They
were shelled on the start line. Some of the
shells were our own. They suffered casual-
ties moving forward, because the enemy
knew they were coming. In contrast, the
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders were
ordered at short notice to seize two
bridges over the River Odon. There was
no time to lay on artillery fire and they
went through on a one-man front, the
leading company commander having
found a covered line of approach.

“They achieved complete surprise and
ended up six miles behind the enemy and
secured the two bridges with less than ten
casualties. I bet if they had formed up in
the usual way, they would have suffered
heavy casualties and made only half the

progress. It wouldn’t work every time,
but, post war, what became known as the
‘infiltration attack’ had much to com-
mend it.”

The young platoon commander found
the “fog of war” often caused breakdowns
in communications, and came up with a
novel solution.

“In today’s Army, practically every
fighting soldier has access to radio com-
munications. Then, we only had comms
back to the company commander. The
very moment my section got any distance
away from me — 150 to 200 yards — it was
almost impossible to communicate with
them against the noise of battle. You had
to dash over and shout in their ear, which
wasn’t ideal, I carried a small funnel-like
megaphone, tucked in my belt, so my
voice would carry further.

His D-Day experiences remain part of
the Field Marshal’s life. They are with him
always. During the 40th anniversary cele-
brations in 1984, as Chief of the Defence
Staff, he travelled to Normandy with the
Royal Family on board the Royal Yacht.

“Never in my wildest dreams on D-Day
did I imagine that 40 years afterwards I
would be sailing through the Caen Canal
with the Queen as Britannia passed the
Pegasus Bridge where Madam Gondrée
was waving a Union Flag at us.”

Now, 50 years on, Lord Bramall’s latest
pilgrimage will be more low-key.
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THE (0)-{FGIAL
D-DAY

ANNIVERSARY

PEWIER
TANKARD

Hand-crafted ———
in the UK by @f%ﬂ

This unique and permanent memento of the
event that changed the course of history is just
£19-95 including postage & packing.

| Please send ............ 50th Anniversary | pint tankard(s) at £19-95 including postage &

| packing, to the address below. | enclose cheque/postal order value: ............ in full payment.
| To: AR Wentworth Ltd. 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield $1 3)A

|
i
| NAME 5 |
I =3
|
|
R

| ADDRESS
I

‘ POSTCODE Please allow at least 2| days for us to process your order.

OFFICIAL PRIORITY - OFFICIAL PRIORITY - OFFICIAL PRIORITY

UNION JACK CLUB

™ [ The
Services Club
Tk \\ in London

Whether on leave or travelling on duty, stay at

your own club, conveniently situated near

Waterloo Station, at very modest rates. Duty

travellers can book their accommodation directly
with us.

Single, Double and Family bedrooms
- many En Suite.

All modern facilities — Restaurant — Bars — Colour
TV Rooms — Launderette — Snooker Tables —
Reading and Writing Rooms — Conference Areas.

Members of Allied and NATO Forces most
welcome.

Officers are also welcome.

To book your accommodation contact:
Reservations Office
Union Jack Club
Sandell Street,

London SE1 8UJ

Tel: 071-928 4814 Fax: 071-620 0565

D5

WORLD WAR i
GOMMEMORATIVE LIGHTERS

Issued at intervals since 1990 and exclusive to the United
Kingdom, Zippo lighters in the UK World War Il Series present
a unique and vivid record of British and US participation in the
war in Europe and North Africa.

The series so far:- WINSTON CHURCHILL, BATTLE OF
BRITAIN, BOMBER COMMAND, MONTGOMERY &

EL ALAMEIN, DAMBUSTERS,
AIRBORNE & PARACHUTE
REGIMENT, BRITISH SECOND ARMY,
US 8TH AIR FORCE, SCREAMING
EAGLES, ALL AMERICAN AIRBORNE.

For details of this Collectors’ Series and D-Day
Commemorative lighters please contact:

W A INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD

Unit 27, Grand Union Centre
336b Ladbroke Grove
London W10 5AX
Tel: 081-964 0666 Fax: 081-968 0400
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Troopers of 3 CLY are given haircuts by two of their comrades
under cover of their tank

AN EXHIBITION at the National Army Museum tells the
story of D-Day and the battle of Normandy through the expe-
riences of individual British soldiers.

Many of the photographs, on show for the first time, were
taken by Capt (later Maj) James Sale MC, of the 3rd County
of London Yeomanry (Sharpshooters).

Capt Sale’s camera fitted into his battledress pocket, and he
used it to record the landing on Gold beach on D+1, campaign
life and tank warfare. After landing near Mont Fleury, the
Sharpshooters attacked a radar station at Bouvres and took
part in the battles to capture Caen.

Part of 4th Armoured Brigade and equipped with Sherman
tanks, they were later amalgamated with the 4th County of
London Yeomanry which had suffered heavy losses at Villers
Bocage on June 13.

“Monty’s Men — the British Soldier and the D-Day Campaign” runs at
the National Army Museum until September 18.

A Sharpshooters’ tank crew enjoys the
evening meal on a table made of ammunition
boxes. The jar with a white label is an Army-
issue thermos flask. The picture was taken at
Vernay, after the British advance around
Caumont and Vire in early August 1944

e

: : Maj Oliver Woods MC, who commanded A
Trooper Booker (looking at camera) is the recipient of much female attention at Grand Vil-  Company, has his first shave since landing
liers. This picture was taken after the Allied victory in Normandy and during their rapid  in Normandy. Maj Woods was Foreign Editor
advance across northern France at The Times before the war
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THE NURSE’S STORY

It’s all right, lads,
the QAs are here!

FOR AS LONG as wars have been
fought, the ordinary soldier has had a fear
of being left alone on the battlefield with
no one to tend his wounds.

In June 1944, troops going into action
on D-Day were reassured by the news that
they were to be supported by some of the
finest medical and nursing facilities avail-
able. Casualty clearing and field dressing
stations would be deployed close behind
the front line to ensure the injured could
quickly be moved to general hospitals in
the rear maintenance areas.

This confidence was not shared by
wounded German prisoners treated in the
British Army’s forward hospitals. They
had been told by their commanders that
they would be killed if captured.

QA nursing sister Maureen Gara wit-
nessed panic-stricken patients having to
be held down while doses of morphia or
penicillin were injected. They were terri-

fied that the syringes contained poison.

Now 78, retired and living in Aldershot,
Maureen maintains a keen interest in the
work of today’s Queen Alexandra’s Royal
Army Nursing Corps. After the war she
earned a General Service Medal with
clasps for the Malaya and Borneo cam-
paigns.

In the run-up to the invasion of Nor-
mandy, she and fellow nurses from the
then Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military
Nursing Service spent weeks in a field out-
side. Watford erecting and dismantling a
1,200-bed tented hospital and memoris-
ing the contents of hundreds of packing
cases carrying medical supplies for the
79th General Hospital that would arrive
in France before the staff.

“In April, our tents and hospital equip-
ment were taken away and, after a period
spent training in Scotland, we were sent to
Saxmundham in Suffolk where we joined

a large concentration of troops. There we
were issued with rolls of red and white
hessian, and needles and twine. We sewed
yards of hessian before realising we were
making a huge Red Cross to mark the hos-
pital from the air.

“On D+9 we boarded a ship at
Southampton and set sail that night for
Normandy. Next morning, it anchored
offshore and we were allowed on deck. It
was miles from the beach and we felt quite
vulnerable. After a long delay, we scram-
bled down nets with other soldiers into
LSTs that were fussing around the ship.
Only half-a-dozen medical staff were
allowed in each boat load. They couldn’t
afford to lose 50 to 100 doctors and nurses
in one go should an LST have been sunk.

“We couldn’t go forward because a
barttle was raging, so we spent the first
night resting behind a hedge. Soldiers,
whistling and singing, marched up the

As he closed the door behind him
and stepped into the street, the
bomb exploded. We collected him
after his discharge from hospital.

A bomb can do a lot of damage in
a narrow Belfast street where
danger has become a way of life
for over 20 years.

We now look after him in our

residential home. He will never leave it because of his fear of the outside.

54

HAIG HOMES

50 YEARS ON
(in fact it’s 66 years)

AND STILL HOUSING . . . !

His brain connects the outside with pain, terror and danger. He can now only
look at the outside world from the safety of four walls.

The Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society has over 3,000 ex-Service men
and women to look after and there are more still on the waiting list. Please
do help. We have need of every penny urgently.

They tried to give more than they could.
Please give as much as you can.

Toprotectthose concerned, thisisan amalgam of several such case histories of patients in our care.
EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY I
Dept. §, Broadway House, The y, Wi SW19 1RL. Telep E

[ Please find enclosed my donation for E50/£20/£10/E5/€ |
[ Please send me details of Payroll Giving

Name/Rank/Number |

| Regiment or Corps
s |

Address

Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you with news of our work, If you would prefer that we
do not, please tick the box. £

(...and still growing)

Over 800 houses and flats
throughout the UK to let to
ex-Service families.

Contact:
Haig Homes, Alban Dobson House,
Green Lane, Morden SM4 5NS.
Tel: 081-648 0335 Fax: 081-646 6247

Smiling nurses and doctors of 79 General Hospital travel by open truck from the beach
head to their hospital. Within a few hours they were ready to receive the first of more than
400 wounded soldiers to arrive that day. Maureen Gara is pictured far right centre

road on the other side all night long. Next
morning, trucks took us to our hospital
which had already been erected. We
unpacked our gear and got the wards
ready.

“The first convoy of ambulances carry-
ing wounded arrived at 4pm. We received
more than 400 casualties that first day. I
worked in the resuscitation ward. The
most badly wounded came to us.

Some had awful injuries.

“Often their rifles had been used as
splints. Bayonet wounds
were especially dangerous
as a patient whose artery
had been severed could
bleed to death internally.

“Several of us had been
trained to administer blood
by the Blood Transfusion
Service at Bristol. We had
some terrific RAMC male
nurses working alongside
us.

“My first patient was a
19-year-old gunner. I bent
down to talk to him and told
him I was a QA. He shouted
to the other wounded: ‘It’s
all right lads. The QAs are here.” Some
patients raised a cheer, but others did not
believe him. In our steel helmets, boots
and battledress, we hardly looked like
nurses.”

Fatally-injured casualties who were
inoperable were removed to a special
ward. It was staffed by a sister and three
padres. The last rites were given and the
patients allowed to die with dignity.

“It had to be done. You couldn’t have
soldiers who were going to live watching
others die. I can say with confidence,
every soldier who came to us with any
chance of life was given that chance.

“The conditions we worked under were

Maureen Gara

rather horrific and the noise was dreadful.
Shells whistled over the hospital.

“We rested at night under cover in
trenches. One night there was a lull in the
fighting and Sister Kay Kilby and I crept
back to our tent. Because of the shrapnel,
staff used to sleep with their steel helmets
covering whichever part of their body they
wished to protect. I slept with mine over
my head, so if I was wounded anywhere
else, I would still be able to think.

“We were woken next morning by an
orderly called Dillon who
brought us mugs of tea and
told us we shouldn’t have
been there. I was shocked
to find a lump of shrapnel
had ripped through the tent
and struck my pillow next
to my head.

“The CO had ordered
that we should all be issued
with a tot of rum each
evening to help us sleep in
the trenches. It made me
sick, so I had been saving
my rum ration for my
boyfriend, Peter, who was
serving in Normandy with
the Reconnaissance Regiment.

“I looked under my camp bed and said
to Kay: ‘It’s all right, Kay. It’s missed
Peter’s rum.’

“She said sharply: “What do you mean
it’s missed his rum. More importantly, it
missed your head!’

“The giant Red Cross we had sewn
seemed to do the trick. The hospital was
in the centre of a huge concentration area,
surrounded by tanks, guns and troops.
German aircraft bombed them, not us.

“One afternoon, a German pilot flew
down one side of our hospital perimeter,
machine-gunning as he went. He did the
same on the other side without hitting us.

§ My D-DAY
MEMORIES

~ leg. His foot had lown
| This was our first casualty
\ the invasion of Normandy.

I remarked that Germans obviously
weren’t all bad. One of our surgeons told
me I was too charitable, pointing out that
the enemy commanders must have known
we were treating their wounded.

“Eventually, other hospitals were estab-
lished alongside ours. We called the road
running between them Harley Street.
Once, I was astonished to see some newly-
arrived nurses staggering through mud,
wearing their red nursing capes over their
uniforms.

“I asked why they were dressed like
that, and they told me their matron had
said the soldiers would like to see them
arriving as ladies. Our matron, sensibly,
told us to wear helmets, boots and gaiters
just like anyone else.”

T T T . S N B S A OB A 30 R © 150 S T AT A BEanws ()



If you’re leaving the Forces, we’ll help make it come true.

SSAFA Reg Charity No: 210760, FHS Reg Charity No: 2097

Settling down in civvy street is a lot easier if you've got somewhere to and after you've been discharged. Last year we helped over 1,000 AT T
move into. That's why SSAFA have set up the Housing Advisory ex-Service families find accommodation. This year it'll be more. ,SS_AP_‘_é
Service specifically for people leaving the Forces. In a difficult time, it's one less thing to lose sleep over. [ THE SOLDIERS

We've over 11,000 contacts in private sector housing in the UK If you think we can be of help, contact your local SSAFA branch é ‘M:.I\ T"II,VE:;
and we'll do our very best to help you find a place of your own before (see phone book) or ring SSAFA Central Office on 071 403 8783. Il ASSOCIATION

& The ARNHEM %

50th Anniversary Medal
A gift to those who gave |

Medals are available from the Airborne Forces Museum,
Browning Barracks, Aldershot, Hampshire or Spink & Son
Ltd., 5 King Street, St James'’s, London SW1. £25.85 incl. of

VAT. (Please add £3.50 for UK p & p and £5 overseas).

Remember them

For every medal purchased a significant contribution will be

made to the Airborne Forces Appeal AFCDT
Reg. Charity 800342.

SPINK & SON LTD. 5, 6 & 7 KING STREET, ST JAMES'S, LONDON SW1Y 6QS. TEL: 071-930 7888. FAX: 071-839 4853. TELEX: 916711.
English Paintings and Watercolours - Oriental, Asian and Islamic Art - Textiles - Medals + Coins - Bullion - Banknotes




MISCELLANY

D-DAY (‘3

® Numbers

On D-Day itself, 59,900 personnel,
8,900 vehicles and 1,900 tons of stores
were landed. By D+50, 631,000 per-
sonnel, 153,000 vehicles and 689,000
tons of stores, plus 68,000 tons of fuel
and oil had been delivered to the
bridgehead.

@ Bath time

The first mobile bath and laundry units
(MBLU) landed on D+12. The bath sec-
tions operated with forward units, often
under shell and mortar fire, to provide a
change of clothing and baths for the
troops. In the early stages of the cam-
paign, laundry sections concentrated on
providing clean linen and clothing for hos-
pitals. One MBLU could provide clean
underwear and a bath for every man in a
division once a week.

® Newspaper

A mobile duplicating section at-
tached to HQ Second Army arrived
on July 2 and within four days had
produced the first issue of the
daily Second Army Troop News.

® Home comforts

The first Naafi/Expeditionary Force Insti-
tutes landed on D+17 and established a
base canteen depot under canvas at
Sully. To supply troops who arrived up to
D+30, issues of Naafi/EF| special packs
were made. These provided cigarettes,
matches, stationery, razor blades and
soap for 30 men for 21 days. In addition,
17,500,000 cigarettes and 3,140lb of
tobacco were issued free during the early
stages of the invasion.

® Exhaustion

The incidence of battle exhaustion
rose steeply from the beginning of
July (2.5 per 1,000 per week) to 5.563
per 100 by the end of the month.
Enemy mortar fire was stated to be the
main cause. Divisional Exhaustion
Centres were opened and more than
65 per cent of casualties returned to
duty.

@ Entertaining

Football and rugby equipment for the
troops was packed in cases. Daily news-
papers were provided, one to ten men.
Five “Stars-in-Battledress” concert par-

Infantry soldiers, carrying bicycles, use a rope to steady themselves as they wade ashore
from a landing craft. Some troops were ordered to land wearing waterproof “gas” trousers
over their battledress trousers. The resulting sores, caused by chafing, added to the
discomfort of the invading troops

g Note

Because it was thought the retreating
Germans would destroy large quanti-
ties of French currency, French
francs were printed in America. Of
these, 2,899,500,000 francs were
aliotted to the 21st Army Group. On
June 21, the Base Cashier landed in
France with 51/2 tons of notes which
were held in the specially reinforced
cellars of the Chateau de
Courseulles. The sterling equivalent
of £21.7m was sent to France . . . and
not a single franc was lost.

-

ties landed on the beaches on D+8 and
gave performances within a mile of the
front line, usually on a “stage” made by a
3-ton lorry with its sides down. Fifty Army
cinemas showed films for eight hours a
day to large audiences. By the end of
July, 5,500 wireless sets had been
issued.

@® Air mail

The first Army postmen in theatre were
those of 6 Airborne Division who landed
by parachute and glider well before
H-hour. Those accompanying 1 and 4
Special Service Brigades landed an hour
after the sea assault began. Others fol-
lowed. It had been planned to deliver mail
to assault units on D+1, but this was
delayed to D+2 because of shipping diffi-

culties. The first despatch from theatre
was made from Beach Group Army Post
Office No S688 on June 8.

@ Landing strips

The construction of forward airfields
was the responsibility of five special
Royal Engineers groups and one RAF
wing. By the end of June, excluding an
emergency landing strip, ten airfields
had been built in the beach-head area.

® Fire drill

Six fire fighting companies were
deployed during the assault. In the
first phase the Army Fire Service
attended 109 fires, 44 of which were
caused by enemy action.

@® Vehicle check

Strict control had to be exercised over the
arrival of replacement vehicles especially
as the first Black Market in liberated
Europe showed signs of starting on the
beaches. Units who wanted to “make” a
vehicle sent back drivers to meet landing
craft. If the opportunity arose they drove
away whatever caught their fancy.

® God’s work

More than 50 chaplains landed during
the first 24 hours. Their work in the for-
ward areas made a major contribution
to good morale.
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_THE ACTOR'S STORY ___

Para who fouglﬂl the
battle twice ‘

TO A POST-WAR generation, Richard
Todd must rank as the epitome of the
British hero on celluloid, in roles as widely
differing as Robin Hood and Wing Com-
mander Guy Gibson.

But as a lieutenant in the 7th Light
Infantry Parachute Battalion of the 6th
Airborne Division, he found himselfin the
thick of the action at Pega-

(under Maj John Howard) and bloody
good work by the chaps.”

When the main force flew in after the
Pathfinders, Lt Todd found himself not
only in the first plane — but the first soldier
out of it.

“It was not from choice, I can assure
you,” said Mr Todd, elegant in dark

blazer, grey trousers and

sus Bridge on D-Day.

When SOLDIER spoke
to him at a hotel in Hamp-
shire where he was taking
a break from filming locally
with the BBC, this modest
gentleman was anxious to
play down any hint of per-
sonal acts of derring-do at
the time.

“I am not trying to say ‘it
was hell and I was there’,”
he said, those famous deep
tones instantly familiar.

On the contrary, he felt
— despite being the first
British soldier from the
main force to parachute
into Normandy on the day
— the whole Pegasus
Bridge episode had been
over-glamorised.

“I suppose it is highlighted in the public
mind because there was something solid
in the form of a bridge there, and not just
a strip of sand.”

The capture and subsequent holding of
Pegasus had been a brilliant example of
planning, training, leadership and the
“rather special qualities” of airborne
troops, Mr Todd added.

It was a wise decision to alter the origi-
nal idea of parachuting in to capture the
bridges, since they would probably have
been spotted.

“In the event, with the six gliders
coming in silently, three to a bridge and as
close as possible to them, the element of
surprise was total.”

One bridge was captured without any
resistance, the other (later to be re-named
Pegasus) almost without loss.

Out of a force of 180 glider-borne
troops from the 2nd Battalion Oxford-
shire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry
and a 30-strong detachment of 249 Field
Company (Airborne) RE, one officer was
killed on the bridge and two other officers
injured.

“It was almost the perfect operation,
with minimum casualties, the successful
surprise factor, excellent leadership

Still touring: Richard Todd

Parachute Regiment tie.

“The first few aircraft
got in with a certain
amount of surprise factor
on their side, but after
that, many of them were
shot down. I was damned
lucky.”

The men of 7 Para took
over the holding of the
bridge at approximately
2am, then, under the
command of Col Geoffrey
Pine-Coffin, held a pocket
until late on the evening of
D-Day, until they in turn
were relieved by a battal-
ion from the Warwick-
shire Regiment, who had
been seaborne.

“7 Para suffered very
heavy casualties,” said Mr
Todd. “The first were caused by a very,
very scattered drop. Some were captured,
some were killed in the air before they got
to the ground, others were killed fighting
their way through.

“We dropped 610 men: by the morning
of D-Day, there were 240 left.”

June 6: Equipment and a jeep being
unloaded from one of the gliders which
has just landed

From a total of five officers and 120
men originally in A Company, there were
no surviving officers and fewer than 20
men by the middle of June 6.

“They had borne the brunt of the
attack. In C Company, who were in the
grounds of a chateau more or less next to
A Coy, all the officers were killed and
there were only 20 men remaining. B
Company did better as far as officers were

Expert advice from their real-life counterparts on the set of The Longest Day for actors Peter
Lawton (with Brig Lord Lovat, whom he portrayed) and Richard Todd, getting some pointers
from Maj John Howard

concerned, but had more lost on the
ground.”

When Lt Todd and his fellow Paras
were relieved by the seaborne troops, they
went back to the area of Ranville to the
east of the River Orne and Caen Canal.

“We dug in and that night we were
quite heavily attacked, with guns coming
from Breville. On D+1 we had quite a
little fire-fight, then on the second half of
that day we were ordered to move to Le
Mesnil, to clear quite a large area of
orchard and field.”

The commander of B Company was
hit, and a close friend of Richard Todd’s
was killed.

“I think possibly the most unsung
person of the day was Col Pine-Coffin,”
he told SOLDIER.

“He was not only the man who trained
7 Para Battalion, but he also controlled
them all at the time and remained cool,
calm and collected.”

And what are Richard Todd’s feelings
about The Longest Day, the famous film
about the events of D-Day, in which he
was one of a huge line-up of stars?

“I was asked to play myself, but I would
have found that too embarrassing: I didn’t
do anything major enough to depict in a
film.

“Instead, I played my good friend John
Howard, who acted as military adviser on
the film. The Pegasus Bridge segment was
pretty accurate, but John did say after-
wards that I portrayed him as much more

g )

‘stiff upper lip’ than he would have done!”

Mr Todd has recently re-visited old
haunts for the BBC, on both sides of the
Channel.

He is particularly upset about the fate of
the bridge which holds such striking
memories for so many. (The original
Pegasus Bridge currently lies temporarily
abandoned in a field, its 1990s successor
having opened only last month.)

“Pegasus has its own crucial place
among the other momentous events on D-
Day. It is very sad.

“We knew the bridge would have to go,
because it is antiquated, rusty and not big
enough to take the volume of modern traf-
fic. But I feel it was very insensitive of cer-
tain parties not to leave it in situ at least
until after June.”

In his opinion it should be re-erected
very close to its original situation, so that
people could identify with it. The Nor-
mans are “terrifically pro-British and pro
6th Airborne”, and are as livid as we are.

“There has been talk of erecting it
somewhere over here, but I don’t think it
would mean a great deal to the current
generation,” said the former lieutenant,
with a hint of wistfulness.

Did he have a war-time photograph of
himself?

“People didn’t go round with a camera
taking portraits,” he said, as charmingly as
only he could.

“This wasn’t a film, you know. It was
the real thing . . .

l.r Basil Heaton,
86 (Herts Yeo) Field Regamenl R.A

| WAS the junior officer in a troop of |
four self-propelled guns. Our role was
to bombard the beaches from the sea
_(the run-in shoot) and then come
~ashore behind the first wave uf
infantry. -
- We opened fire at 0650, closing on
the shore at the rate of 200 yards per
~minute, and landed at 0805 on Gold
beach in support of 69 Infantry
Brigade. We landed just below the Ver-
sur-Mer lighthouse and in front of the
dreaded Mont Fleury Battery.
The 6th Green Howards attacked
this gun position with great gallantry
- and CSM Hollis won a VC. On their left,

MY D-DAY B
MEMORIES |

the 5th East Yorks took the Ilght- .
 house and by 0900 our guns were
clear of the heach and deployed in this
area. . -
By nightfall ‘the brigade had'
advanced seven miles to come within
sight of the Caen-Bayeux road. We
spent the first night in Crépon prepar-
ing a fire programme for the dawn |
counler-attack The boach head was -
secure. o
®On Soptember 18, 1993 a small
contingent of old soldiers from the
Hertfordshire Yeomanry (86 Fd Regt
RA) gathered at Ver-sur-Mer near
‘Arromanches to witness the unveiling
- of a memorial to the gunners of 50th
(Northumbrian) Divislon - a D-Day
_ assault division. The site of the memo- |
E:ria! ‘donated by the French Govern-
~ment, was 200 yards east of the spot
‘on Gold beach where 1 had Ianded on |
D-Day. - |
_ Somanymemories.... .
- The sun went down three umes that

&y And we were very young - )




Bull’s Head crushed
all before it

TIP OF THE SPEARHEAD: “Attack” was the
first and last word in 79 Armoured Division’s
dictionary of war. D-Day was largely their day.

WHEN Maj Gen Sir Percy C S Hobart
was brought out of retirement in 1942 at
the age of 57 to command the 79th
Armoured Division, his superiors can
hardly have realised how much of a contri-
bution he would make to victory.

Hobart, who had joined the Royal
Engineers in 1904, was a veteran of India
and the First World War. He had won the
Military Cross at Neuve Chapelle and
later a DSO and six wartime mentions in
despatches.

Transferring to the Royal Tank Corps,
he became Director of Military Training
before raising the 7th Armoured Division
in Egypt in 1938-39. He was placed on
retired pay in 1940 and became a corporal
in the Home Guard.

In 1943, Hobart — affectionately known
as Hobo - was tasked to collect all
special assault equipment under his com-
mand. By the end of the campaign in
North-West Europe, Fd Marshal Mont-
gomery would record: “This division has
been, and is, unique among all the
divisions in the Allied armies.”

Because of the divi-
sion’s unique constitu-
tion and role, its story
takes in every big opera-
tion in the crushing of
Fortress Europe.

Over and over again it
provided armour and
special assault teams
which penetrated pow-
erful defensive positions.
Its greatest undertaking
was the invasion on D-
Day, its next greatest the
crossing of the Rhine. In
between it was con-
cerned in almost every
important action, and
the techniques which it deployed after
intensive experiments all over the UK
during 1943 and 1944 proved invincible.

Despite some spectacular failures such
as the “Great Panjandrum”, a Catherine
wheel-like device for exploding mine-
fields, the development of the division’s
secret weapons continued at various sites
throughout Britain.

Specialised equipment selected for the
landing included the CDL (a searchlight-
mounted, one-gun Churchill or Grant

This photograph of an “Ark” bridge tank was not released until exactly one year after the

original D-Day landings. In this trial, the Ark formed a ramp up which armoured vehicles
were able to advance to scale obstacles such as sea walls
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The Churchill AVRE mortar tank, for destroying heavy forti-
fications, was one of the division’s star weapons

tank), the Crab (a flail mounted on a
Sherman gun tank), the armoured bull-
dozer, Churchill AVREs carrying fascines,
small box girder bridges, mine-deflecting
ploughs, and the DD tank, an amphibious
Sherman capable of navigating at sea.

These devices — “Hobart’s Funnies” —
were all secret, and so well was the secret
kept that not a single case was reported of
DD tanks being welcomed by anti-tank
fire before they landed.

The invading British Second Army con-
sisted of three spearheads, the right flank
being taken by 50 (Northumbrian) Divi-
sion. For the initial landing in this sector,
79 Armoured Division supplied 12 teams,
from B and C Squadrons, Westminster
Dragoons and 81 and 82 Assault
Squadrons, RE.

Despite the beach difficulties at Le
Hamel and a sea which carried the craft
too far east, and despite the onshore wind,
which piled up the tide half-an-hour
before schedule, by nightfall the teams
with 231 Brigade had carried out their
tasks and had rallied near Buhot.

The second group of assault teams were
with 69 Brigade, just to the west of La Riv-
iére, and conditions there were much the
same. There were many individual deeds
of valour. On the whole of this front, out
of 12 attempted lanes, seven had succeed-
ed by nightfall, providing four safe exits on
one brigade front and three on the other,
through which the assaulting infantry and
armour, and later on the multitude of
follow-up vehicles and men, could pour
into Normandy.

The centre spearhead, handled by 3
Canadian Division, also brought two
brigades up, on the right the 7th and on
the left the 8th. The 7th landed

s

In July 1944, the first pictures were released of a new type of tank operating in Normandy. An official statement announced that i

"y L .
t was known

as a field tank and consisted of a tank chassis fitted with a special anti-mine device. This device projected forward of the tank with chains
which whirled like a flail as the tank advanced, exploding mines in its path

at  Courselles-sur-Mer
behind four assault
teams from B Squadron,
22 Dragoons, Westmin-
ster Dragoons and 26
Assault Squadron, RE.
The 8th came in behind
four assault teams from
B Squadron, 22 Dra-
goons and 80 Assault
Squadron, RE. For this
central spearhead 12
lanes were cleared.

The left spearhead
was an assault by 3 Brit-
ish Division, one brigade
up, on a front of two bat-
talions, each preceded
by a 79 Armoured Divi-
sion assault group found
from 22 Dragoons,
Westminster Dragoons
and 5 Assault Regiment,
RE.

The Germans could
hardly comprehend what had hit them.
Giant flails on rollers, fitted to the front of
some tanks, cleared minefields by explod-
ing mines harmlessly in front of the vehi-
cles. Petards — Armoured Vehicles Royal
Engineers (AVRE) fitted with a 290mm
short-barrelled mortar — lobbed a 40lb
dustbin-sized mortar at close range to
destroy blockhouses and gun emplace-
ments. Crocodile tanks fitted with flame
throwers, against which there was no
defence, poured liquid fire into enemy
positions.

Within a few hours it became clear that
for the first time in history a seaborne
assault had been achieved by armour pre-
ceding infantry — armour in such force

.

A closer view of the flail reveals holes ripped in its roller by
shrapnel from exploding mines

that it had not only led the succeeding
infantry on to its objectives, but actually
overwhelmed enemy defences, already
weakened by incessant aerial and naval
bombardment.

The test of action had, by its results,
proved the fundamental rightness of the
policy adopted in regard to the specialised
armour,

But the 79th Armoured Division’s suc-
cess was achieved not without loss.
Twelve Crabs and 22 AVREs were
knocked out during the fighting on June 6,
and 169 men were killed or wounded.

Most of the beaches were open to traffic
within a few hours of touching down. In
their first action, men of 79 Armoured

Division had played a decisive part on
every British beach.

During the next seven weeks life for the
division consisted of a great number of
small but important actions in the penin-
sula: the reduction of enemy strongholds
and similar actions.

On Monday night, August 7-8, the
breakthrough which smashed the Caen
hinge began. 79 Assault Squadron, RE
marked the route forward for the Canadi-
ans; Crabs silenced several 88mm guns.
They followed immediately behind the
leading armour on each sector and in most
cases found themselves leading columns
on to their objectives. Luckily they met no
mines, and long before it was light enough
for the enemy gunners to take aim, the
armour had reached its objective some
6,000 yards forward.

The breakthrough was effected and the
scene was set for victory in the Falaise
Gap. Thereafter, until the defeat of Ger-
many, the division was in the thick of the
fighting.

It also took on many minor tasks, some
unexpected, such as the torching of
Belsen. There, Crocodile flame-throwing
tanks were used in the concentration
camp to burn infected grounds and huts
with liquid flame.

The decision made in 1943 by the Chief
of the Imperial General Staff to vest in one
man the control and development of all
specialist armoured devices had paid a
handsome dividend.

In June 1945, the process of dis-
bandment was started, but 79 Armoured
Division had left its mark along the roads
of Europe and on military history. Allies
and enemies alike would never forget the
division’s “Bull’s Head” sign.
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'MUSEUMS GUIDE

REME MUSEUM

Isaac Newton Road, Arborfield
Garrison, Reading RG2 9LN. Tel:
0734 763567. D-Day Exhibition
from June 6 onwards. Open Mon-
Fri 09.00 to 12.30, 14.00 to
16.30hrs. Admission free.

EXTENSIVE D-DAY
EXHIBITION
at the AIRBORNE FORCES MUSEUM,
Browning Barracks, Aldershot,
Hampshire, from 7 April to 20
August. Open day Saturday 4 June.

CORNWALL

DUKE OF CORNWALL'S LIGHT
INFANTRY

The Keep, Bodmin, Cornwall PL31 1EG.
Telephone 0208 72810. Fine 19th centu-
ry building immediately behind the Reg-
iment's war memorial on the B3268 on
edge of town. Open Monday-Friday
08.00-17.00, closed Bank Holidays.

ALDERSHOT MILITARY MUSEUM

Queen's Avenue, Aldershot, Hants
GU11 2LG. Telephone 0252 314598.
May 16-Oct 31, new temporary exhi-
bition ‘Aldershot & D-Day’. Open
March-October 10.00-17.00, Nov-
ember-February 10.00-16.30.

FLAMBARDS VILLAGE THEME PARK
WITH BRITAIN IN THE BLITZ

Culdrose Manor, Helston, Cornwall TR13 OEA.
Telephone 0326 574549/573404. Cornwall
Aircraft Park, war galleries, Britain in the Blitz,
coastal forces, Lutfwaffe target for tonight, the
evacuees and many more military exhibitions.
Open Easter to end of October every day,
10.00, last admissions 16.00, Park closes
17.30.

D-DAY EXHIBITION

Mounted by Winchester's Military Mu-
seums, Peninsula Barracks, Winchester
S023 8TS. Tel: 0962 864176. D-Day exhibi-
tion open April 1 to September 30, Mon-Sat
10.00-16.30hrs, Sun 12.00-16.00hrs.
MUSEUMS open all year except for two
weeks at Christmas. Admission to D-Day
Exhibition: £1.00 per person, Family (4)
concession £3.00.

DERBY

DERBY MUSEUM, The Strand, Derby

DE1 1BS. Tel 0332 255581. Displays
of 9/12 Lancers, Derbyshire Yeomanry
& 95th (Derbyshire) Regt (Sherwood
Foresters). Open Tues-Sat 10.00-
16.30, Mon 11.00-17.00, Sun 14.30-
16.30.

DEVON

RAMC HISTORICAL MUSEUM

Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, Nr Aldershot, Hants
GU12 5RQ. Telephone 0252 340212. The pro-
gression of medical treatment from the forma-
tion of the RAMC to the present day. Includes
Corps Memorial Chapel and Herb Garden.
Open Mon to Fri 08.30-16.00. Bank Holidays
and weekends by appointment. Admission
free. Facilities for the disabled.

COBBATON COMBAT COLLECTION
Chittiehampton, Umberleigh, N
Devon EX37 9SD. Telephone 0769
540740. One man’s collection —
from tanks to gas masks. Open
April 1 to Oct 31 daily, 10.00-18.00.
Winter Mon-Fri 10.00-16.00.

THE ROYAL HAMPSHIRE REGIMENT
MUSEUM

Serle's House, Southgate Street, Winchester,
Hants 5023 9EG. Telephone 0962 863658.
Memorabilia of The Royal Hampshire Regi-
ment from 1702-1992. Open Monday to
Friday 10.00-12.30 and 14.00-16.00. April to
October, Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holi-
days 12.00-16.00. Admission free.

DORSET

THE KEEP MILITARY MUSEUM

The Keep, Bridport Road, Dorchester,
Dorset DT1 1RN. Telephone 0305
264066. D-Day display includes 1 Dorset
in first sea landings on Gold Beach. Open
Easter until September 30, 09.30-17.00
Saturdays, closed 13.00-14.00. Admis-
sion Adults £1.50, children 75p.

THE GURKHA MUSEUM

Peninsula Barracks, Romsey Road,
Winchester, Hants S023 8TS.
Tableaux, Dioramas, shop and mail
order. Open Bank Holiday Mons,
Tues to Sat 10.00-17.00 hrs. FREE
PARKING.  Admission:  Adults
£1.50; children/senior citizens 75p.

ROYAL SIGNALS MUSEUM, Bland-
ford Camp, Dorset DT11 8RH. Tele-
phone 0258 482248. Open 10.00-
17.00 Monday to Friday all year, week-

ends 10.00-16.30 June to September.
HAMPSHIRE

ROYAL MARINES MUSEUM

Southsea, Hampshire PO4 9PX.
Artefacts, medals, exciting new dis-
plays to cover 300-year Royal
Marine history. Open 9.30 to 17.00
hrs Whitsun to August/10.00 to
16.30 hrs September to May. Adults
£3, children £1.50, OAPs, £2.

AIRBORNE FORCES MUSEUM

Browning Barracks, Aldershot, Hants.
Telephone 0252 349619. The story of
Airborne Forces from 1940 to the pre-
sent day. Open Mon to Sun 10.00-
16.30. Admission: Adults £2.00,
Children and OAPs £1.00.

THE ROYAL GREEN JACKETS

Peninsula Barracks, Winchester, Hants
S023 8TS. A remarkable regimental
museum from 1741 includes a Sound
and Light commentary on the Battle of
Waterloo with 25,000 model soldiers.
Open Monday-Saturday 10.00-17.00,
Sunday 12.00-16.00.

HERTFORDSHIRE

LETCHWORTH MUSEUM
Broadway, Letchworth, Herts SG6 3PF.
Telephone 0462 685647. Curator Anna
Mercer. Special exhibition ‘D-Day and
Beyond’ May 28-July 30, 1994 - local
memories of the second world war from
D-Day to de-mob. Admission free. Open
Monday-Saturday 10.00-17.00.

KENT

THE BUFFS MUSEUM (ROYAL EAST KENT
REGIMENT) CANTERBURY

Housed in the High Street Royal Museum and
Art Gallery, Canterbury, Kent CT1 2JE. Tele-
phone 0227 452747. The story of one of Eng-
land's oldest infantry regiments. Includes
extensive medal collection; drums; silver; uni-
forms; weapons, some sporting & leisure pur-
suits. Open Monday to Saturday 10.00-17.00.
Admission free.

INTELLIGENCE CORPS MUSEUM
Templer Barracks, Ashford, Kent
TN23 3HH. Telephone 0233 657208.
History of British Military Intelligence
from Queen Elizabeth | to the present
day. Open Tuesdays and Thursdays
09.30-12.30, 14.00-16.30 but prior
telephone call advisable.

ROYAL ENGINEERS MUSEUM

Brompton Barracks, Chatham, Kent ME4
4UG. Telephone 0634 406397. The influ-
ence of The Royal Engineers worldwide.
Open all year, Monday to Thursday 10.00-
17.00, closed Friday. Saturday and Sunday
11.30-17.00. Admission Adults £2.00, chil-
dren and senior citizens £1.00, family ticket
£4.50.

ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
MUSEUM, Maidstone Museum and
Art Gallery, St Faith's Street, Maid-
stone, Kent ME14 1LH. Tel 0622
754497. Open Mon to Sat 10.00-
17.30, Sundays 14.00-17.00, Bank
Holidays 11.00-17.00.

LANCASHIRE

CARILLON WAR MEMORIAL TOWER
Queen's Park, Granby Street, Lough-
borough. Telephone 0509 263151.
Open Good Friday to September 30
from 14.00-18.00. Persons wishing to
inspect the tower at other times
should apply to the attendant in the
Park.

LONDON

CABINET WAR ROOMS

Clive Steps, King Charles Street, London
SW1A 2AQ. Telephone 071-930 6961.
The authentic underground shelter used
by Churchill, his war Cabinet, Chiefs of
Staff and military planners during the
second world war. Open every day
except Dec 24-26, 10.00-18.00, last
admission 17.15.

MUSEUM OF THE ORDER OF ST
JOHN, St John's Gate, Clerkenwell,
London EC1M 4DA. Telephone 071-
253 6644. Open Monday to Friday
10.00-17.00, Saturday 10.00-16.00.

THE LANCASHIRE FUSILIERS
REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

Wellington  Barracks, Bolton
Road, Bury BL8 2PL. Telephone
061-764 2208. Open every day
except Wednesday and Sunday,
09.30-16.30.

NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM

Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea, London SW3
4HT. Telephone: 071-730 0717. From May
18-September 18 we will be holding a
series of Exhibitions and Special Events for
D-Day including “Monty’s Men: The British
Soldier and the D-Day Campaign” and
“Rex Whistler's War”. Open daily 10.00-
17.30 hrs. Admission free.

LEICESTERSHIRE

RUTLAND COUNTY MUSEUM

Catmos Street, Oakham, Rutland
LE15 6HW. Telephone 0572 723654.
Special gallery on the volunteer sol-
dier in Leicestershire and Rutland.
Open-Mon to Sat 10.00-17.00, Sun
(April-Oct) 14.00-17.00, (Nov-Mar)
14.00-16.00

Please mention
SOLDIER when
replying to
advertisements

MIDDLESEX

ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL OF
MUSIC, Kneller Hall, Whitton, Twick-
enham TW2 7DU. Telephone 081-898
5533. Open weekdays 10.00-12.30
and 14.00-16.30, Wednesdays 10.00-
12.30. By appointment only.

NORTHUMBERLAND

KING’S OWN SCOTTISH
BORDERERS
The Barracks, Berwick upon Tweed
TD15 1DG. Telephone 0289
307426. Open Mon to Fri 09.30-
16.00, Sat 09.30-12.00. Closed
Easter, Christmas and New Year.

FUSILIERS MUSEUM OF

NORTHUMBERLAND
The Abbot's Tower, Alnwick Castle,
Alnwick, Northumberland NE66 1NG. Tele-
phone 0665 602152 or 510211. Admission
is inclusive to Alnwick Castle entrance fee,
unless specific request to visit Museum
only. Open March 31-October 14, 1994,
daily 11.00-17.00.

SOMERSET

FLEET AIR ARM MUSEUM

RNAS Yeovilton, lichester, Somerset BA22
8HT. Telephone 0935 840565. New £2 mil-
lion carrier exhibition opens spring 1994.
Open 10.00-17.30 (April 1 to Oct 31) 10.00-
16.30 (Nov 1 to Mar 30). Admission Adults
£5.50, Children (5-16 years) £3.00, 0APs
£4.50, Family (2 adults 2 children) £14.00.
Special group rates.

SOMERSET MILITARY MUSEUM,
The Castle, Castle Green, Taunton,
Somerset TA1 4AA. Tel 0823 255504.
Open Monday to Saturday 10.00-
17.00. Closed some Bank Holidays.

STAFFORDSHIRE

MUSEUM OF THE STAFFORDSHIRE
REGIMENT, RHQ Staffords, Whitting-
ton Barracks, Lichfield, Staffs WS14
9PY, Telephone 021-311 3229. Open
week days 09.00-16.00, closed Bank
Holidays, Christmas and New Year.

SURREY

ROYAL ARMY CHAPLAIN'S DE-
PARTMENT, Bagshot Park, Bagshot,
Surrey GU19 5PL. Telephone 0276
471717. Open Monday to Friday
10.00-12.00 and 14.00-16.00. By
appointment. Closed August.

SUSSEX

ROYAL MILITARY POLICE
MUSEUM
Roussillon  Barracks, Broyle

Road, Chichester, W Sussex PO19
4BN. Worldwide activities of the
RMP from Tudor times to Bosnia.
Open Tues to Fri, 10.30-16.30.
Summer weekends 14.00-17.00.
ADMISSION FREE

SUSSEX COMBINED SERVICES
MUSEUM

The Redoubt Fortress, Royal Parade,
Eastbourne BN22 7AQ. Telephone 0323
410300. Royal Sussex Regiment and
Queen’s Royal Irish Hussars Museums.
Open Easter to November 6, 09.30-
17.30 daily. Admission Adults £1.70,
Children £1.00.

TYNE & WEAR

MILITARY VEHICLE MUSEUM

Exhibition Park Pavilion, Newcastle
upon Tyne NE2 4PZ. Telephone
091-281 7222. Display of weapons,
vehicles and uniforms from WW1 to
date. Special liberation display
May-Sep 1994. Open 10.00-16.00.

YORKSHIRE

SCOTLAND

THE GREEN HOWARDS REGIMENTAL
MUSEUM

Trinity Church Square, Richmond, N
Yorkshire DL10 4QN. Telephone 0748
822133. Open: 1-28 Feb Mon to Fri
10.00-16.30; 1-31 Mar and 1-30 Nov
Mon to Sat 10.00-16.30; 1 Apr-31 Oct
Mon to Sat 09.30-16.30; Sun 14.00-
16.30.

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM THE ARGYLL
AND SUTHERLAND HIGHLANDERS

The Castle, Stirling FK8 1EH. Telephone
0786 475165. Open Easter to September,
Monday-Saturday 10.00-17.30, Sunday
11.00-16.30. October to Easter, Monday-
Saturday 10.00-16.00. Admission to
museum free but there is an admission
charge to the Castle.

EDEN CAMP MODERN HISTORY

THEME MUSEUM
Eden Camp, Malton, North Yorkshire
Y017 0SD. Telephone 0653 697777. A
uniqgue museum covering the Second
World War, D-Day display new for 1994.
Open Feb 14-Dec 23, seven days a week,
10.00-17.00. Allow three hours for a
visit.

13th/18th ROYAL HUSSARS (QMO)

Cannon Hall, Cawthorne, Nr Barnsley,
S Yorks S75 4AT. Telephone 0226
790270. There will be a tribute/exhibi-
tion centred on the D-Day landings.
Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.30-
17.00, Sundays 14.30-17.00. Closed
Mondays.

15th/19th THE KING’S ROYAL HUSSARS
AND NORTHUMBERLAND HUSSARS

Fenham Barracks, Newcastle upon Tyne
NE2 4NP. Telephone 091-239 3140/3141/
3142. Open Monday to Friday 09.00-15.00.
This museum will move in November 1994
to be a part of “Newcastle Discovery”,
Blandford House, Blandford Street, New-
castle upon Tyne NE1 4JA.

WARWICKSHIRE

ROYAL REGIMENT OF FUSILIERS
(Royal Warwickshire), St John's
House, Warwick CV34 4NF. Tele-
phone 0926 491653. History of the
Regiment from 1674 to present day.

WILTSHIRE

THE REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH'S ROYAL
REGIMENT (BERKSHIRE AND WILTSHIRE)
The Wardrobe, 58 The Close, Salisbury, Wilts
SP1 2EX. D-Day exhibition dedicated to No 8
Beach Group and 3rd (Canadian) Infantry
Division. Open April to October daily, 10.00-
16.30, Monday to Friday February, March
and November.

WORCESTERSHIRE

MUSEUM OF THE WORCESTERSHIRE
REGIMENT

City Museum and Art Gallery, Foregate
Street, Worcester WR1 1DT. Telephone
0905 25371. The story of Worcester-
shire’s County Regiment from 1694. Spe-
cial D-Day and Normandy display. Open
09.30-18.00 Mon-Fri, 09.30-17.00 Sat.
Admission free.

THE WAR ROOM
30 Park Parade, Harrogate, North Yorkshire
HG1 5AG. Visitors by appointment — tel 0423
500704. Private collection of relics, uniforms,
insignia, photographs and models, dedicated
to all who served in the two world wars. The-
matic exhibitions are mounted from time to
time and of course the current main feature is
Operation Overlord. One note of caution:
access is not easy for disabled visitors, the

War Room being located on a first floor.

PRINCE OF WALES'S OWN REGI-
MENT OF YORKSHIRE MUSEUM, 3
Tower Street, York YO1 1SB. Tele-
phone 0904 662790. Open Monday-
Saturday 09.00-16.30. Admission
Adults 50p, children and senior citi-
zens 25p.

THE YORK & LANCASTER REGI-
MENTAL MUSEUM, Library & Ars
Centre, Walker Place, Rotherham,
South Yorks S65 1JH. Tel 0709
382121 ext 3625. Open Tues to Sat
10.00-17.00. Closed Sun, Mon & Bank
Holidays. Admission free.

NORTHERN IRELAND

THE ROYAL ULSTER RIFLES
REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

5 Waring Street, Belfast BT1 2EW.
Telephone 0232 232086. Open
Monday-Friday 10.00-12.30,
14.00-16.00. Not open on Public
Holidays. Admission free.

THE BLACK WATCH MUSEUM

Balhousie Castle, Hay Street, Perth
PH1 5HR. Telephone 031-310
8530. Open Monday-Friday 10.00-
16.30 (winter 15.30), Sunday and
Public  Holidays  14.00-16.30
(Easter to September only).

COMBINED OPERATIONS MUSEUM

Cherry Park, Inverary, Argyll PA32 8XE.
Telephone 04995 218. OPEN: April/May/
June/Sept/Oct 10.00 to 18.00 hrs (closed
Friday), Sundays 13.00 to 18.00 hrs; July
and August Mon to Sat 10.00 to 18.00 hrs,
Sunday 13.00 to 18.00 hrs. Admission:
Family £3.00. Adults £1.00. Senior citi-
zens/children 80p.

QUEEN'S OWN HIGHLANDERS
(Seaforth and Camerons) REGIMEN-
TAL MUSEUM, Fort George, By Inver-
ness V1 2TD. Open April to
September, Mon-Fri 10.00-18.00. Sun
14.00-18.00. October to March, Mon-
Fri 10.00-16.00.

WALES

18T THE QUEEN'S DRAGOON GUARDS

The Castle, Cardiff CF1 2RB. Telephone
0222 222253. A very fine example of a
cavalry museum. Open all day Sun, Mon,
Tues. Morning only Weds. Admission to
castle, adults £2.20, senior citizens and
children £1.10. No charge to visit
museum.

SOUTH WALES BORDERERS MUSEUM

The Barracks, Brecon, Powys LD3 7EB.
Telephone 0874 613310. 300 years of
history. Zulu wars. Large medal collec-
tion and armoury. Shop open April to
September 09.00-17.00 Monday-Satur-
day; October to March Monday-Friday.
Admission £1.00.

THE ROYAL WELCH FUSILIERS

The Castle, Caernarvon,
Gwynedd LL55 2AY. Telephone
0286 673362. Open Summer
09.30-18.00, winter (end Oct to
end March) 09.30-16.00.

NEWHAVEN FORT

Fort Road, Newhaven, E Sussex BNS
9DL. Telephone 0273 517622. Restored
Victorian fort holding a military and
wartime collection and D-Day exhibition.
Open daily until October 2, 10.30-18.00.
Admission Adults £2.95, senior citizens
£2.00, children £1.75.

MUSEUM OF THE WORCESTERSHIRE
YEOMANRY CAVALRY

City Museum and Art Gallery, Foregate
Street, Worcester WR1 1DT. Telephone
0905 25371. Worcestershire’s Volunteer
Cavalry Regiment from 1794 to 1957. Spe-
cial D-Day and Normandy display. Open
09.30-18.00 Mon-Fri, 09.30-17.00 Sat.
Admission free.

THE ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS

The Castle, Enniskillen, Co Fermanagh, N
Ireland BT74 7BB. Telephone 0365
323142, Tells the history of this famous
Irish Regiment from 1689 to 1968. Open
all year round Monday to Friday 09.00-
17.00, May to Sept Sat and Sun 14.00-
17.00. Admission £1.00.

If you require more
information on any of the
above museums please
contact them direct on the
telephone number in their
advertisement




THE PIPER’S STORY

D-DAY (‘9

‘Mad’ Bill sounded

ADDRESS a letter merely to “Bill Millin,
Devon” and you can be confident that it
will be delivered without too much trou-
ble.

That is one legacy of an unforgettable
incident on a French shore half a century
ago which has marked his name indelibly
on the collective memory of those who
were there, and countless others all over
the world who were not.

He is the man who, as Brig Lovat’s per-
sonal piper, let the enemy know on D-Day
that the British troops were defiant as they
poured ashore on Sword beach. He played
the bagpipes as he waded from the landing
craft and continued to do so as, with gun-
fire all around, he marched up and down
among the dead and wounded.

SOLDIER caught up with “Piper Bill”,
who is continually in demand at war-time
anniversaries and commemorations, at
the opening of new displays in
Portsmouth’s D-Day Museum.

“The image which stays in my mind,”
he said, “is of leaving the Hamble river
and sailing through the flotilla of 21 land-
ing craft and the invasion fleet of hun-
dreds and hundreds of ships.

“I was in the bow of the leading group
and I remember the troops throwing their
hats in the air as we passed.”

After a stormy Channel crossing, he
and his fellow-soldiers landed at five in the
morning on June 6.

It is not difficult to imagine the words of
Brig Lord Lovat, commanding officer of
Ist Special Service Brigade,
ringing in his ears.

“You are going to lead the
biggest invasion in the history
of warfare,” the brigadier had
told him.

“Thanks very much,” had
been Bill’s immediate thought,
but, the sprightly septuagenari-
an told SOLDIER, although
he could have refused, there
was something in the way his
chief put it that made him feel
he had already volunteered . . .

So he found himself jumping
off landing craft LCI (S) 519’s
right-hand ramp into the water, bagpipes
aloft, following Brig Lovat, who had leapt
off the left ramp, as he waded towards the
distinctly unfriendly greeting which await-
ed the incoming troops.

“Once I could find my feet, I started to
play The Highland Laddie, the regimental
quick march of the Scots Guards, as I
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Brig Lord Lovat

One of the most famous images of D-Day. Bill Millin, pipes at the ready, prepares to follow
Lord Lovat (on right of column of men) from the landing craft

went ashore. The brigadier had been
involved with military training with the
regiment, and it brought a smile to his
face,” recalls Bill Millin.

It was a bizarre experience, he agreed,
to walk out of the water still
playing, and to be confronted
with the sight of wounded
British soldiers lying where
they had fallen.

“Quite a few of them asked
where the medics were. I had
no idea, but told them they
were on their way.”

With just a hint of sarcasm
in his voice, the celebrated
piper asked Brig Lovat what he
should play next.

Back came the reply The
Road To The Isles, and that is
the composition which the
assembled masses, including the occu-
pants of a machine-gun emplacement at
the top of the road, were regaled with as
the former Highland Light Infantryman
and Queen’s Own Cameron Highlander
marched up and down the exposed beach.

“At one stage, a large figure looked me
up and down, then bellowed in my ear in

an angry voice: ‘You mad bastard’. It was
a commando sergeant,” said Bill.

By the time he left the shore, the
brigadier and the other commanders had
moved on, and he had to catch up.

“Lovat was a good soldier and, being an
aristocratic type, he just carried on and
never ducked down, while I was crawling
through ditches,” Bill, who is president of
the South Devon and Torbay branch of
the Normandy Veterans’ Association,
explained.

On reaching the Orne bridge, he looked
at the brigadier.

“We could see the airborne chaps at the
ather side of it. He said: ‘Come on’, so we
both went over it, as I played, and made it
safely.

“As soon as we were at the other side, a
tall chap materialised and said to the
brigadier: ‘Very pleased to see you, old
boy.” It was Lt Henry ‘Tod’ Sweeney of
the airborne forces (now director general
of the Battersea Dogs’ Home).”

Lovat then apologised for being 2%
minutes late for the rendezvous!

Unlike his less fortunate CO, who was
wounded by shellfire in France, Piper

® Turn to Page 61




THE
ROYAL DOULTON
D-DAY

COMMEMORATIVE

PLATE

A SPECIAL EDITION
ENGLISH FINE BONE
CHINA PLATE
FROM AN
ORIGINAL
PAINTING BY
ANDREW
WHEATCROFT

&

e ONLY AVAILABLE
FROM LAWLEYS
BY POST

® WILL ONLY BE
PRODUCED DURING
1994

& EMBELLISHED WITH
22 CARAT GOLD BANDING

o FULL 10 INCH DIAMETER

We are delighted to announce a very
special tribute from Royal Doulton to
commemorate the momentous events
of 6th June 1944.

The Royal Doulton D-Day
Commemorative Plate marks the 50th
Anniversary of a crucial moment in our
history; the illustration is by a much
acclaimed artist; and the plate is from
the studios of Royal Doulton. In every
respect it is an important and historic
work which will greatly enhance any
collection.

FROM A PAINTING BY A GREAT ARTIST
At the centre of the plate is a reproduction of an
original painting by Andrew Wheatcroft. It shows
two of our most famous leaders: General Bemard
Montgomery, C-in-C of the 21st Army Group; and
Lt. General Crocker, commander of the British 1st
Cormps. Behind them landing craft disgorge their
vehicles and Royal Marine Commandos; while
above, barrage balloons keep German fighters
from flying low over the beachhead. The border
consists of Montgomery's Arms (at 12 o'clock); the
Badge of the Royal Tank Regiment (at 9 o'clock);
the Badge of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment
(at 3 o'clock); Monty's famous beret (at 6 o'clock);
and various military designs and motifs.

TO MARK THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF OPERATION OVERLORD

TRADITIONAL
CRAFTSMANSHIP
The Royal Doulton D-Day Commemorative Plate is
made from English fine bone china, and has been
created by the craftsmen of Royal Doulton, Each
plate has a special glaze to bring out the rich
colours of the illustration, and is embellished with a
generous band of 22 carat gold.

The D-Day Commemorative Plate will only ever
be produced during 1994. Each will bear an
exclusive backstamp incorporating the artist's
signature and will only be available from
Lawleys by Post. A Certificate of Authenticity will
accompany each plate.

EXCELLENT VALUE

The Royal Doulton Commemorative D-Day Plate
represents excellent value at just £45.00
(including VAT, postage and packing). This may
be paid in three convenient interest-free monthly
instalments of £15.00 each. An early application
is recommended to avoid disappointment.

Royal Doulton

Lawleys by Post, Minton House, London Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 7QD
Lawleys by Post is a /s of Royal Doulton (UK) Ltd. Registered No. 58357

Gth JUNE 1944

THE LAWLEYS BY POST
NO QUIBBLE GUARANTEE
We want you to enjoy possessing and treasuring your plate.
Iif, when it arrives, you decide you don't want it, send it back to
us and we'll send all your money back without question; and
of course it goes without saying that if there's anything wrong
when you get it we'll replace it or refund your money straight
away. This does not affect your statutory rights.

[ e >

I PRIORITY ORDER — NO STAMP NEEDED

Please enter my order for “The Royal Doulton Commemorative D-Day Plate”
at £45.00 including VAT, postage and packing. | enclose a cheque payable

I to Lawleys by Post for £15.00 as the first of three instalments [_]

I OR for £45.00 as payment in full ] OR please debit my Access/Visa card
with £15.00 for the first instalment and with two subsequent instalments of
£15.00 at monthly intervals [[] OR with £45.00 as payment
in full (] A written quotation is available on request.

I Card Number Bp_!_rv Date
R AERGNEERUNE B REE S
l Name

:Address._ =
I "

| Postcode 9 igin
I Signature e Date

(fam over 18 years of age) -
Send to Terry Selman, Lawleys by Post, FREEPOST, Stoke-on-Trent
I sta78R or telephone (0782) 744787 anytime (answering machine
| outside office hours) to place your credit card order. Please allow
28 days for despatch from receipt of your order.
S$.305.94



Genevan Performance Watches

D-Day Special,

Promotion
to HM. Armed Forces

500 High Performance Sports Watchesfrom the Genevan Wa ; syst
Collection will be undersold on this Special D“Day Promotign.

Genevan Pefformance Watches come with a 3 year internatignal

warranty andda full money back guarantee. This'offer can not be beaten.

You are dealing direct with the manufacturer
Please Mote: Genevan Watches as featured in this advertisement are
cufrently retailing at the full RRP in leading high street jewellers
and department stores.

Series 9000 Gentlemen’s
luminous Dial

Day - Date/Moonphase
Unidirectional Bezel

Steel and 18t Gold Electroplated
Water Resistant 3ATM
Loncealed Clasp

Normally £355
D-DAY PRICE

£96.95

Series 4000 Ladies /
lumingus DT f
Unidifectional Bezel

18ct Gold Electroplated
Water Resistant 3ATM
Congealed Clasp

Normally £305
“D-DAY PRICE

£89.95

Genevan International, 313 Regents Park Road,
Finchley, London N3 IDP

N a1
SEND TODAY -~ SAVE UP TO £258

| Return to: Genevan International, 313 Regents Park Road,
| Finchley, London N3 [ DP (plesse wrice in the boxes the quaniity of watches you require)

Please send me: 9000 Series Gents (DM1064G)  (Quantity) :l
4000 Series Ladies (DD1082L)  (Quantity) [:]

| enclose a Cheque or Postal Order for £ (includes post
I and packaging) made payable to Genevan International
or please debit my /Access/Visa/Barclay Connect Card.

| carano [T T T T T T T T T T TTTT]

| ExpiryDate ______________ Signature

I Name Mrs, Miss, Ms, Mr Initials
| Address

I Postcode
I Credit Card Orders by phone. Tel: 081 343 2898

Note: Because of the exceptional nature of this offer, we are limiting the quantity to

500 watches, at this Special Promotional Price. Please allow 7-14 days delivery. 4
R S e S —

L——————————
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| CITADEL |  AWARDS

VOLUNTARY SERVICE

MEDAL (VSM)

THE MEDAL PROPOSED BY AND
PRODUCED EXCLUSIVELY FOR
VOLUNTEERS

Recognition has at last been given to the Volunteers, both men &
women, commissioned or non commissioned from all three
services, who have given service to Great Britain & the Empire
during peacetime or hostilities with a devotion second to none.
These beautiful commemorative medals are produced in
hallmarked Sterling silver and crafted by CITADEL AWARDS
to their traditional high standards. The full size medal may be
engraved with service details. A silver miniature is also
available.

Order by phone or complete the coupon below and send with
your payment, or credit card details, to:
CITADEL AWARDS, P.O. BOX 171, PLYMOUTH,
DEVON. PL1 1IFY
Tel: 0752 872672 Fax: 0752 872723
or send for an application/order form.

This medal may be applied for posthumously by next of kin.

(S/1)

PHONE: 0752 872672

ENEE

Open 8am to 8pm Monday to Saturday.

ﬁ ORDER NOW BY POST OR

YES![_]Please send me the full size Voluntary Service Medal £39.50
YES![_]Please engrave service details given below +£8.00
YES![]Please send me the miniature medal £16.50
(Prices include £2.50 carriage and insurance.) Total cost
Service Details:

Initials and Surname if different from below

(where applicable) Rank. .. .....
RHR O S OEVIB. v o b b i g s Period of Service 19
Payment Details:
BUPHAIDE. o ¢« vl v mn Signature
Forenames

Postcode ek
I enclose my cheque/PO/made payable to Citadel Awards
Please debit my Visa/Access/Mastercard account
CREDIT CARD NUMBER
exeirvoate /s (L ||




THE PIPER’S STORY

D-DAY 7@

if | had turned
the brigadier
down, | might
have ended up in
the cookhouse

@ From Page 58

Millin went through the North African
and Sicily campaigns, as well as Nor-
mandy and Germany, unscathed.

“l was very lucky, Normandy was
likened to Stalingrad in terms of loss of
German and Allied lives. I stayed in
France from June 6 to September 6, and it
was horrific.

“People on opposing sides were so close
that you could hear them speaking — and,
after a while, you could even distinguish
who was about to fire by the sound of the
bomb going down the barrel of the
mortar.”

Earlier this year, a mystery was solved
for Bill.

As a result of a newspaper article about
him, a coxswain who had taken part in the
D-Day landings wrote from Carlisle and
told him he had a box belonging to Bill
which the piper had left on his landing
craft.

“It contained, among other things, my
practice chanter: I told him that, having
kept it for 50 years, he might as well hold
on to it!”

He had asked the sailor how the craft
had fared after the troops had waded
ashore.

“He told me that the boats were getting
knocked out one after the other by heavy
gunfire. They were petrol-driven and very
thin-skinned. At one stage, they had to
pull one that was on fire off the beach.”

Bill, a retired psychiatric nurse who
lives in Dawlish, still keeps his lungs in
trim and is constantly practising.

He will be at his best when he pipes for
ten minutes at a tribute at the Eisenhower

Bill Millin in front of the Portsmouth D-Day Museum embroidery in which he features

Montgomery and Rommel. It goes with-
out saying that he will be returning to
Normandy for the D-Day commemora-
tions.

“Tust think,” he said, “if I had turned
the brigadier down, I might have ended up
in the cookhouse — and then I would have

Piper Bill’s exploits are already assured
of a permanent place in history, not least
in his likeness, captured (pipes and all) in
the D-Day embroidery in the museum in
Portsmouth.

As the Queen Mother said to him when
she saw the embroidery a few years ago:

Archives in Kansas attended by the sons
Churchill,

of three famous fathers

missed out on the most memorable expe-
rience of my life.”

“They will still be talking about you in a
thousand years’ time . . .

Troop Sgt Chris Clancy,
67 Anti-Tank Battery,
kzmh Anti-Tank Regt RA

| HAD to land immediately
behind the assault infantry

MY D-DAY

strong-point Cod, whlch\
was under assault by the

and carry out a reconnais-
sance of the brigade area
for anti-tank purposes. One
troop of self-propelled M10s
had landed Iimmediately
behind the infantry and the remaining eight
guns would be going ashore as soon as possi-
ble after midday.

| stepped into three feet of water on Queen
Red beach. The area was under intense shell
and small arms fire, with casualties drowning
and floundering around.

Dead ahead was a low beach wall at La
Bréche. Fortunately my inelegant scramble
exposed a Tellermine (a booby-trapped anti-
tank mine) linked to several others. | gingerly
pushed the sand back to further expose the trap
and got out on to the lateral road in front of

MEMORIES

East Yorks.

| hared off to catch up with
the South Lancs entering
Hermanville. There was a
deal of sniping by a scat-
tered enemy. My reconnaissance took me south
to the open country near Mathieu and then back
seawards to Colleviile.

In a wooded clearing not far away | came
across a railway wagon surrounded by dozens
of Tellermines and other booby traps in various
stages of assembly in what was obviously a
workshop. As Wellington said: “A close run
thing”.

From an anti-tank point of view the fields with
barbed wire aprons and festooned with
“Achtung Minen” signs raised doubts. Which
were ruses de guerre? j




GENERAL SERVICE CROSS

This superb sterling silver hallmarked cross was instituted in
1992 as a commemorative award available to those men &
women who have given valuable services to the British
Commonwealth in peacetime & hostilities since 1939, &
whose services in many cases have gone unrecognised.
Members of all regular & reserve forces or equally important
support units, including
WOMENS LAND ARMY, WVS, SJAB, NURSING,
FIRE & POLICE SERVICES
to name but a few, may apply. The Cross can be inscribed on
the reverse with the recipients service details making a
valuable everlasting tribute to be treasured for life and worn
with pride. An ideal gift or presentation.

Order by phone or complete the coupon below and send with
your payment, or credit card details, to:
CITADEL AWARDS, P.O. BOX 171, PLYMOUTH,
DEVON. PL1 1FY
Tel: 0752 872672 Fax: 0752 872723
or send for an application/order form.

This medal may be applied for posthumously by next of kin.

ORDER NOW BY POST OR
PHONE: 0752 872672

BNEe

Open 8am to 8pm Monday to Saturday.

YES![_]Please send me the full size General Service Cross £32.50
YES![_ | Please engrave service details given below +£8.00
YES![_]Please send me the miniature Cross in Silver £14.00

(Prices include £2.50 carriage and insurance.) Total cost

Service Details:
Initials and Surname if different from below

Service No

Unit of Service

Payment Details:

Sarnamel . Lol TR Signature

FORGHAMERLS &+ i wbio e i il B Pt P T

FL e e Bk e R ARG R Ul e L S 2 S R L VR
Postcode

Sy (where applicable) Rank. . .......
Period of Service 19

I enclose my cheque/PO/made payable to Citadel Awards
Please debit my Visa/Access/Mastercard account
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THE CAMERAMAN’S STORY

‘Strewn in

our wake as
we crossed
the Channel
was an
endless line
of abandoned
packing cases
and discarded
rations’

MY D-DAY
MEMORIE

FIFTY years ago cine-cameraman Sgt
Desmond O’Neill was wounded as he
filmed British troops fighting their way off
Sword beach. Evacuated that night to
England, his pictures were immediately
released to the newspapers — the first to
show the British Army in action on D-
Day.

Today, Desmond, a very active 71-
year-old, is one of Britain’s leading society
photographers. His work appears regular-
ly in the pages of The Tatler and Hello!
magazine.

After recovering from his D-Day
wounds Sgt O’Neill was posted to the
embryonic SOLDIER at Eaton Square,
London, serving as one of this magazine’s
founder photographers until 1951.

Now living in Surrey, Desmond recalls
the events of June 6, 1944 with great clar-
ity.

As a teenager he had stood in a burning
street at the height of the Manchester

S
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blitz, feeling no fear. Then
18 years old, he had taken a
detached view through the
viewfinder of a large plate
camera as he captured
images of towering cotton
warehouses set ablaze by
German incendiary bombs.

Three years later, on a
beach in Normandy, he dis-
covered what it really felt
like to fear for his life.

By then, Sgt O’Neill, of
the Lancashire Fusiliers,
was one of six stills and
cine-cameramen of No 5
Army Film and Photo-
graphic Unit (AFPU)
selected to land with the
3rd Division on Sword
beach. He went ashore with
the South Lancashire Regi-
ment.

His AFPU link man,
Capt Derrick Knight, was
confident of  success.
O’Neill asked how he
would get his film back and
was told to be on the steps
of Caen Town Hall on the
evening of D-Day. From there, the film
would be taken to a nearby airstrip from
where a Spitfire would fly it back to Eng-
land.

O’Neill would have missed his City
Hall rendezvous anyway. Caen did not fall
until July 9.

His sea journey to Normandy proved
uneventful, although many of the soldiers
on board the landing ship believed they
were about to face the very worst the
German Army could throw at them.

Most of the craft carried large packing
cases filled with 40 days of rations, choco-
late and cigarettes. En route, troops broke
open the ration packs and stole the ciga-
rettes and chocolates, heaving what was
left over the side.

“Strewn in our wake as we crossed the
Channel was an endless line of abandoned
packing cases and discarded rations,”
recalls Desmond O’Neill.

“As we nosed in to the beach, a grey
mist hung over the landing area. I filmed a
knocked-out tank still burning and a land-
ing craft on my left which had been hit and
was ablaze.

“The ramp dropped and our vehicles
trundled out on to the beach. I jumped
down and started filming troops running
past. The second wave had come in and
the barrels of anu-aircraft guns pointed
skyward.

“I was carrying a revolver and a 35mm
Vinton cine-camera. In a rucksack on my
back, I carried 1,000ft of film in cans.

Society photographer Desmond O'Neill on assignment

“Qur path through the seawall exit was
blocked by a disabled flail tank. Its dead
commander hung out of the turret. It was
too dicey going past the tank because we
were being fired on, so I cut along the
beach, filming as I went.”

In company with an Intelligence Corps
sergeant, O’Neill sheltered
near a blockhouse, looking
for a way to reach the scene
of heavy fighting further on.

“All of a sudden, I felt a
pain in my elbow, looked
down and saw blood. I
turned to my companion,
but he lay dead on the sand.

“] went in to the block-
house. It was like Dante’s
Inferno — full of severely
wounded soldiers. I asked a
medic whether he could do
anything for me. He ripped
up my sleeve and slapped a
field dressing on the
wound, telling me to get myself back to
England.

“] staggered out and met an artillery
captain who had been shot through the
shoulder. We went down to the beach
where some small landing craft were
coming in. [ shouted to one of them, ‘Can
you take us back? We’ve been told to evac-
uate’, but this young naval sub lieutenant
said he had strict orders not to take
anyone back to England.

“We trudged further along the beach to

Sgt O’Neill

a field dressing station in a tile factory. As
we got there, a plane flew towards us.
Someone said, ‘Oh look. It’s a Spitfire.” I
shouted, ‘Don’t be a bloody fool. It’s a
Messerschmitt.” With that, the aircraft
started maching-gunning the beach. Two
men carrying a stretcher dumped it and
ran like hell. An RAMC officer saw them
and threatened to shoot the two stretcher
bearers.”

Sgt O’Neill and other wounded soldiers
were taken off the beach to a waiting ship
in a DUKW amphibious vehicle. He was
admitted to St Margaret’s Hospital,
Epping, the next morning, still clutching
his camera and film, and telephoned
AFPU headquarters.

“My unit was furious when I told them
I was in England. They said I should be in
France. I said I had been wounded. There
was an embarrassed silence at the other
end of the phone. Someone drove down
from London to collect my film and it was
quickly released to the Press.

“My pictures were the very first to show
the British Army in action on the D-Day
beaches.”

There was an awful row at the War
Office because next to nothing in the way
of film or photographs was getting back
from O’Neill’s colleagues.

Jimmy Mapham took what is probably
the best remembered image of D-Day . . .
a straggle of troops, some advancing with
shock registered an their faces, the
wounded being assisted, and the dying
beyond. Billy Greenhalgh was wounded
on the beach and Norman
Clague was killed when a
mortar round went through
the roof of a farmhouse in
which he was sheltering.
George Laws’s camera
broke and he escorted a
party of German prisoners
back to England before
returning to AFPU head-
quarters at Pinewood Stu-
dios, where he picked up
another camera and eventu-
ally made his way back to
Normandy.

Len Grant landed with
commandos at Ouistreham
where they were heavily engaged by the
enemy. He later filmed Lovat’s piper, Bill
Millin, leading the march to Pegasus
Bridge.

Desmond O’Neill says the American
combat camera units were better organ-
ised and had special boats waiting on the
landing beaches to rush their film back.

“As a result, they swamped the world
with their photos. We could provide little.
It was, perhaps, fortunate that I was shot
and brought film back with me.”
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Those who remained . . .

This article was prepared by the Royal
British Legion Pilgrimage Department,
which organizes visits to Commonwealth
War Graves Commission cemeteries in
Normandy and all over the world

THE BATTLE of Normandy ended with
the complete defeat, but not the complete
destruction, of the German forces. It cost
the lives of some 25,000 Commonwealth
Servicemen and women.

They are buried in 18 Commonwealth
War Graves Commission (CWGC) ceme-
teries in the Calvados. All were designed
by Philip Hepworth, although the designs
for the Cross of Sacrifice and the Stone of
Remembrance are the original ones creat-
ed after the First World War by Reginald
Blomfield and Edwin Lutyens.

The headstones are the same tradition-
al design, bearing not only the name, rank
and date of death of each individual, but
also the badge of the service or regiment.

Old soldiers know that in nearly every
case, the unit becomes a sort of surrogate
family for a youngster leaving home, often
for the first time, and the badge on the
headstone reflects this.

At the foot of each headstone will usual-
ly be found an epitaph — chosen by the
family — making each one individual and
unique. ;

Commemorative services are being
held on June 6 at the six war cemeteries
nearest the landing beaches: Bayeux,
Ryes, Bény-sur-Mer (Canadian arrange-
ments), La Délivrande, Hermanville and
Ranville.

The 18 war cemeteries in the Calvados
are at:

® Banneville-la-Campagne, 8km
east of Caen.

® Bayeux, the largest CWGC Second
World War cemetery in France, on the
peripheral boulevard south of the city.
Bayeux was the first French city to be lib-
erated; the German 915 Division with-
drew without a fight.

® Bény-sur-Mer (Canadian), 5km
south of Juno beach, where the 3rd Cana-
dian Division landed.

@® Bretteville-sur-Laize (Canadian),
south of Caen on the Falaise Road.

® Brouay, just south of the Bayeux-
Caen main road and half way between the
two.

® Cambes-en-Plaine, 6km north of
Caen.

® La Délivrande (Douvres), 8km
south of Juno beach.

® Fontenay-le-Pesnel, 16km west of
Caen on the road to Caumont. Near this
cemetery is a memorial to the 49th Divi-
sion.

® Hermanville, just south of Sword
beach.

® Hottot-les-Bagues, 13km south of
Bayeux. There is a memorial to The

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery at Bayeux. It is the Commission’s largest S:cond World War cemetery in France

Dorset Regiment in the town square.

® Jerusalem (Chouain), the smallest
war cemetery in Normandy, 8km south of
Bayeux. It contains only 47 graves,
including two padres buried side by side.

® Ranville, the Airborne cemetery,
Okm north-east of Caen. Some of the ear-
liest graves of the airborne operation lie
just behind the perimeter wall of the
neighbouring churchyard.

® Ryes (Bazenville), 8km north-east
of Bayeusx, lying just south of Arromanch-
En;

® St Charles de Percy, the most
southern of the war cemeteries in Nor-
mandy, 40km south-west of Caen.

® St Désir, 4km west of the cathedral
city of Lisieux.

@® St Manvieu, 9%km west of Caen.

® Sequeville-en-Bessin, 2km north
of the Bayeux-Caen main road and half
way between the two.

@® Tilly-sur-Seulles, 12km south of
Bayeux. Tilly fell into Allied hands on
June 19, after a tremendous tank and
street battle between Erskine’s 7th
Armoured Division and the Panzer Lehr.

Those who have no known grave are com-

memorated by name on the Bayeux Memori-
al opposite the war cemetery.

The connection with the Conqueror is
recalled by the Latin inscription on the
frieze of the memorial:

“NOS A GULIELMO VICTI VICTORIS
PATRIAM LIBERAVIMUS”™

(“We, once conquered by William, have set free
the Conqueror’s native Land”)

War cemeteries of other nations in the
Calvados are:

® The Normandy American cemetery
at St Laurent-sur-Mer, overlooking
Omaha Beach, where 9,000 are buried.
(Another 14,000 dead were repatriated to
America.) Three recipients of the con-
gressional Medal of Honour lie in this
cemetery.

® The Polish cemetery at Langanner-
ie, 18km south of Caen on the N158 road
to Falaise (650 burials).

® The German cemeteries, at La
Cambe, 23km west of Baeux on the N13
road to Caventan, and at St Désir 4km
west of Lisieux, practically adjoining the
Commonwealth War Cemetery. About
25,000 are buried in these two sites, and
another 50,000 in Normandy, but outside

the Calvados. Most of the Common-
wealth War Cemeteries also contain
German graves. In fact, one in ten is
German, and they are looked after with
the same care as the Allied graves.

The Pilgrimage Department of the
Royal British Legion is taking 400 people
in organised groups to Normandy for the
50th anniversary commemoration. Each
one has been asked to choose which war
cemetery he or she wishes to attend for the
commemorative service.

They will be given an optional visit to
Arromanches (site of the Mulberry artifi-
cial harbour), while those who have rela-
tions or comrades buried elsewhere in the
Calvados will have the opportunity of a
visit to the graves.

The intention is for all the commemo-
rative services to be simultaneous, so that
the principal act of Commonwealth
homage is carried out at the same
moment.

There are many interesting places and
landmarks of the Normandy operations to
visit.

Quistreham (from the Saxon “West
Ham”) at the eastern end of the landings

and the end of Sword beach, defined by
the Orne River. Near here is a small
museum commemorating the action of 4
Commando: 1st Special Service Brigade,
under Lord Lovat, had the task of landing
immediately behind the assault forces and
then clearing a route inland to Pegasus
Bridge.

The men of 4 Commando and two
troops of Free French Commandos under
Kieffer were part of the brigade, and
landed at 0820 about 2km west of
Quistreham.

Lion-sur-Mer, landing beach of 41
(Royal Marines) Commandos in the
centre of Sword Beach.

Courseulles, centre of Juno beach. It
was here that Gen de Gaulle landed on
June 14 en route to Bayeux, an event for
which the town was awarded the Croix de
Guerre. The 7th Canadian Brigade, led by
the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, the Regina
Rifles and 1 Canadian Hussars, went
ashore here, helped by DD tanks and
other “funnies” of 26 Assault Squadron,
Royal Engineers, and cleared Courseulles
by 1000 hours.

In the days following, the small port of
Courseulles played a vital role in helping
the Mulberry harbour at Arromanches to
maintain the flow of supplies which the
advancing armies so desperately needed.

Graye Crossroads tank. The tankis a
Churchill AVRE (Armoured Vehicle
Royal Engineers) of 26 Assault Squadron.
It had been used as a road bridge on the
main exit from Mike sector during the
invasion (although full of explosives). It
was recovered in 1976 in the presence of
Bill Dunn, the

This memorial to the Allied Forces stands
on the banks of the Orne

began, just before sunrise, the Longues
battery replied.

Its first salvo straddled HMS Bulolo car-
rying the HQ of the British 30 Corps.
HMS Ajax immediately brought her own
6-in guns into action and, at a range of
some 12km, fired 114 rounds at Longues.
Three guns were destroyed but the fourth
gun recommenced firing until the garrison
surrendered.

Pointe du Hoc. The task of taking this
clifftop position was given to the US 2 and
5 Ranger Battalions, who rehearsed cliff-
scaling with commando instructors at
Swanage. A promising technique was the
fitting of firemen’s extending ladders to
DUKWSs, and two of the British-manned
assault craft that set off from Force O at
0430 on June 6 had the ladders.

In 1960, a dramatic granite monument
was erected to commemorate the
Rangers. The area remains as it was after
the invasion, complete with bunkers,
dugouts and shell

original driver.
Tierceville’s
Statue of Eros.
This amateur copy
of the famous
statue was erected
by 179 Field
Company, RE, on
August 23, 1944,

Resistance veter-
ansin 1971.

For more information on Royal British
Legion pilgrimages contact:

Pilgrimage Department, Royal British
Legion Village, Aylesford, Kent ME20
7NX (tel: 0622 716729).

Staff of the Royal British Legion’s Pil-
grimage Department are acknowledged
experts in visits to war cemeteries and
memorials worldwide. They also admin-
and restored by ister the Government Grant-in-Aid
Scheme for Service Widows.

holes. Many sol-
diers, American
and German, lie
buried here. In the
parish church of
Cricqueville-
en-Bessin, 3km
inland, there is a
plague commem-
orating the sol-
diers who fell in
1944.

Creully. It was
at Creullet Chateau that Gen Mont-
gomery parked his caravan and set up his
Tactical HQ. He met Winston Churchill
and Field Marshal Smuts in the drawing
room of Creullet Chateau on June 12, and
King George VI on June 16. Between the
chateau and the little town of Creully is
the memorial to the 4/7th Dragoon
Guards (unveiled by the Duchess of Kent
in June 1992).

Longues: Batteries de Longues (Le
Chaos). Each of the four casemates con-
tained a 155mm rapid-firing naval gun.
When the Allied naval bombardment

Caen. A plaque
to the first Canadian soldier (Hill) killed
in Caen is mounted on the wall of the Pre-
fecture Garden in the Boulevard
Bertrand. The Monument to the
Déportés is in the Place de la Resistance
(French patriots deported by Germans
and Vichy French during the occupation).

The tomb of William the Conqueror is
in the Abbé des Hommes.

Ducy - Ste Marguerite, just south of
the Bayeux-Caen road, about half way
between the two. There is a memorial
here to the Black Watch, Tyneside Scot-
tish, June-July 1944.
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Madame Arlette Gondrée-Pritchett pictured inside the
Pegasus Bridge Café Gondrée, the first building liberated

by Maj John Howard and his glider-borne soldiers of the
Ox and Bucks Light Infantry. She remembers her father
greeting them with champagne hidden from the Germans.
Below: High and dry — the war-time Pegasus Bridge, now
replaced by a wider version. The old bridge will be
preserved in France at a location to be determined.




Exclusively for this double
issue, we have doubled the
first prize in this popular
competition to 4100 and
introduced two runners-up
prizes of £25 each.

The pictures here are from
our Frank Finch -cartoon
archives. Find ten differences
in detail and you could win
one of our cash prizes. Just
circle the differences in the
right-hand picture, cut out
the whole panel, add your
name and address and send
to HOAY 588, SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

COMPETITION 588

GU11 2DU by July 1. Do not
include anything else in your
envelope. More than one entry
can be submitted and on this
occasion photocopies will be
accepted if you do not wish to
spoil this D-Day issue . The
first correct entries drawn will
be the winners. No corres-
pondence of any kind can be
entered into.

The names of the winner of
the £100 first prize and two
runners-up will be announced
in the July 25 issue.

Pedro’s
MEXICAN BAR,

4 i 3

Pedro’s
MEXICAN BAR.

% Ty [

Hrtvsp b a2 T
~ ML o o
Name: (Give rank or title) Address:

Competition No 585: Congratulations to A J Treadway, Army Careers Office, London WC2, who wins £50. Book prizes go to
runners-up SSgt Dick Kalinski, 1 Regt AAC, BFPO 47, and Mr Tony Tracey, of Aldershot.

about John

® Information
Rhodes, an RAMC captain who
was billeted at a public school in

Douvres la Délivrande, Nor-
mandy, between June 15-August
25, 1944, is sought by teachers M
and Mme Elie and Denise Fargiet.
Replies to E G Taylor, 40 Hazel-
holt Drive, Bedhampton, Havant,
Hants PO9 3DW (tel: 0705
790152).

® Ronald Joseph Sparkes RE
(1861511), who was based at
Ross Barracks, Shorncliffe, Folke-
stone, 1930-40. His daughter
Marina, adopted 1941 following
death of her mother in 1941, would
like to have news of him. Replies
to Mr R W Milward, 46 Tangier
Road, Richmond, Surrey TW1D
5DW.

@ Singapore Swimming Club:
The club celebrates its centenary
in November and wishes to trace
ex-members, particularly from the
period just before and just after the
Japanese occupation. Replies to
Maurice Sheares, Katong PO Box
50, Singapore 9143 (tel: 3452122,
fax: 3444476).

® Band of PWO: Past and pre-
sent invited to farewell parade and
all ranks barbecue, July 9-10.
Details from Band Office, 1 PWO,
Belfast Barracks, BFPO 36 (tel:
Germany 541 960 5517). Ex-
members Noel Brickett, Stephen
Dean, Dave Fretwell, Nigel Hartill,
Phillip Penny, Kevin Tempest and
Bill Wright are asked to make con-
tact.

@ Malta 1953-55: Robert “Nobby”
Acres, whose wife was called
Renata, please contact Charlie
Don'’s daughter, Alex Don, on 081-
509 0827.

® 18 Regt RA (1964-70): David J
Padgett, 36 Princess Ave,
Wellington, Telford, Shropshire
TF1 2LJ (tel: 0952 416089),
wishes to hear from former col-
leagues with a view to arranging a
reunion.

® Peggy Trotton: Miss D
Richards (35 Hollinghurst Road,
Radcliffe, Manchester M26 1JN)
wishes to contact school friend
Peggy Trotton who trained at Rat-
cliffe College of Further Education
and married after joining the Army
in 1975-6.

® 51st Highland Division (Hol-
land 1994) veterans who wish to
join a pilgrimage led by Gen Sir
Derek Lang to Holland from Oct
21-31 are asked to write to him at
PO Box 3, Musselburgh EH21
7LE. Ceremonies may be led by
Pipes and Drums of a Scottish
regiment and include the erection
of a Highland Division memorial.

®52 Light Infantry (Rhine
crossings): A four-day pilgrimage
is planned for March 1995 to the
field of battle near Hamminkeln,
Germany. Survivors and their fam-
ilies are asked to contact Howard
Wright, Chasestone, 11 Paddock
Drive, Dorridge, nr Solihull, W
Midlands B93 8BZ (tel: 0564
773478).
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Sword of
destiny

WILKINSON Sword has produced
a special commemorative piece to
mark the 50th anniversary of D-
Day. It costs £399.

Based on a traditional Crusader
sword, its pomme! carries the
enamelled badge of the Supreme
Headquarters Allied Expeditionary
Force, the grip is in blue to depict
the Channel, and the crossguard
holds five shields representing the
five invasion beaches.

Etched into the 34in steel blade
are the names of the 12 countries
involved in the landings.

Enquiries to Wilkinson Sword at
19-21 Brunel Road, London W3
(tel: 081-749 1061).

® Examples of more than 100
posters commissioned by the Min-
istry of Information during the
Second World War are to be sold
at The London Scottish RHQ, 95
Horseferry Road, London SW1 on
June 10. Estimates from John
Jenkins at Onslow's (071-384
2682).

They include the famous “Dig
For Victory” and “Careless Talk”
series.

Case to solve

MILITARY horologist John
Mitchell has sent an appeal to
SOLDIER readers to see if they
can shed any light on this clock
and its use.

The case is missing, but clues
suggest the timepiece might be
part of field communications, pos-
sibly artillery, equipment.

Manufactured by Smiths Indus-
tries in the late 1950s or early
1960s, the case carries the part
number 6645-99-445-4742, a ref-
erence number QSSC 100 and the
numbers KA/19735 and 595
SCW.

Anyone with time on their hands
to investigate?
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Approvmg the tank klller S new sun are Col Robert Waight, Lt Col Hans Hesse (German liaison officer

at Larkhlll), Lt Col Alaistair Cumming and (rear) Daryl Brown and Jack Hargreaves, who were instru-

mental in refurbishing the gun

Gaailary. 63 Seymur

forms and schedules from the
Business Centre, 71 Bondw ]
16-23: Niimagen Marches,
19-30: Royal Tournamen

 on 071-373 8141).

RAF BOSTONS

WS WARSPITE

Tank killer’s
new livery

A GERMAN 88mm anti-tank gun,
one of the most feared weapons of
the Second World War, has been
restored to its former glory by 18
Base Workshops at Bovington.

Captured shortly after D-Day, it
is one of only two in the country
and languished outside the Sup-
port Weapons Wing at Nether-
avon for more than 25 years until a
former commandant, Col Robert
Waight, wrote to Lt Col Alaistair
Cumming, the present command-
ing officer.

With help from the Combined
Arms Tactics Centre Battle Group
Light Aid Detachment at Warmin-
ster, the gun was towed to Boving-
ton where it was painstakingly
dismantled, the rust sand-blasted
away, and reassembled in authen-
tic livery.

When the Support Weapons
Wing moves to Warminster in April
next year, the Small Arms
Museum will have to expand to
give it pride of place.

25 GROUNDCREW RELOADING . 25 COASTAL BOMBARDNENT BV zs 25 IMFANTRY REGROUPING ON 4 /i | ADYANCING WLAND FRON _ g IO
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The strip of D-Day stamps issued to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the landings

Normandy landings immortalised on stamps

A SET OF five 25p Royal Mail
stamps, featuring archive photo-
graphs from the Imperial War
Museum of British Servicemen
taking part in the D-Day landings,
goes on sale at Post Offices

nationwide on June 6. The
stamps, designed to re-create the
front page layout style of Picture
Post magazine, use the pho-
tographs in time sequence of the
events on the day.

These include infantry re-group-
ing on Sword beach, troops
advancing inland at Ouistreham,
and commandos on Gold beach.

Further details are available
from Raoyal Mail, tel 071-320 7443.

Fiery farewell
to BAOR
commander

A MUSICAL tattoo, complete with
burning torches — a traditional
German military honour only
accorded in exceptional circum-
stances to officers of the rank of
general or above — was laid on as
a formal goodbye to Gen Sir
Charles Guthrie, last Commander-
in-Chief BAOR, on his departure
to take up his appointment as
Chief of the General Staff in
London,

About 600 German soldiers,
sailors and airmen, a large band
and numerous dignitaries attend-
ed the event.

The farewell ceremony was led
by Lt Gen Hartmut Bagger, Chief
of the German General Staff.

Malta plea
to Services

THE GEORGE Cross Island
Association, which has some
4,000 members across the world,
wants to hear from anyone who
has served in Malta.

The association's aims are
mainly to foster the Service spirit
and to reunite the people of Malta
with all who have served there.

Further details from F Rixon, 10
Nepaul Road, Tidworth, Hants
SP9 7EU.

Contingent
for Chios

IN SEPTEMBER 1944, British
Forces were involved in the libera-

tion of the Aegean island of Chios.

Greek campaign veteran ' Ron
Yates is organising as large a con-
tingent as possible to visit Chios in
September “to show salidarity with
our war-time allies, the former
Greek Forces, partisans and
people of the Aegean.

“l can only hope that the num-
bers making this combined pil-
grimage and family holiday will
show our Greek friends that we do
care and remember their hard-
ships and sacrifices endured from
1941 to 1944 under Nazis and
Fascist occupation,” Mr Yates
says.

Veterans can contact him at 100
Longridge Road, Ribbleton, Pre-
ston, Lancs PR2 6RL (tel: 0772
791898).

SPECIAI_.__I_J-DAY Exmnmons '

. National Army Museum (071-730 071 ‘{} :
@ Tank Museum, Bovington (0929 403463). L
@ Museum of The Duke of Edinburgh's Royal Regiment, Cathedfai

. Glose, Salisbury, story of the Beach Groups (0722 414536).
@ Imperial War Museum, D-Day to Victory exhibition (071-416 5000).
@ D-Day Museum, Ponsmouth zncludas Overlord Embroldery (0?05
- 827261).

~® Royal Engmaers Museum Chatham (0634 4{3639?)
~ @ Airborne Forces Museum, Aldershot {0252 349619‘,\ and Mders!wt. -
~ Military Museum (0252 314598). . -
- @ Combined Operations Museum, Inverary {0499 2203)

® REME Museum, Arborfield, Reading (0734 763567).
: aterfront Museum, Poole (0202 673322). : .
of Army Flyi ng. Middle Wallop, D- Day display {0264 .

: \ eh _e Museum, Newcast!e-ugon Tyne (ﬂ91-281 7222}

. Ponsmooth (0705 733060} _
e Museum, Gosport (0705 5292_17} -

' 'ﬂﬁ 50th anmversary cf Remew at the Fteat Purﬁand Harbour

27: Hampshire Remembers D-Day, Royal Vlctorfa Gaunfzy Park,
~ Netley, near Southampton (0703 285831).

28-30: Military Vehicle Trust 50th anniversary commemoraﬁon raily,'
_ Sﬁgsaa Common, Portsmouth. (Deta»ts 04895?2582} .

2: Parade of veterans bands and vehicles, Weymomh (0929.
426310).
- 3: D-Day Taftae. ‘Bath and West Showground, Shepton Maiiet {ticket
hotline 0749 823270).

'weicome

| of Gen Sir Richard Gale.
.'Narmandy

| Hermanville, Ranville and Ryes.

Cenotaph.

| 4: Southwick House garden.party HMS Dryad near Portsmouth;
~ Beating Retreat, Portsmouth; Portsmouth Guildhall dinner.
5: Drumhead Service, Southsea Common, F*ortsmouth Ve’rerans

_ Flotilla departs Portsmouth tor Normandy, led by Hoyal Yacht -
- Parachute drop near site of Pegasus Bridge and unveﬂmg of bust

Service of commemoration, Herma.nvme mihta:y crefemeny, '

- 6: National services of commemoration in Gommonweam War
Graves Commission cemeteries at Bayeux Douvres Ia Détiwande,

~ International service, Omaha Beach, led by | Pres;dent Mmerrand
Arromanches march and fly-past.
25: 50th anniversary reunion festival, Royal Albert HaI} . '
26: 50th anniversary parade on Horse Guards fo!lowed by semce at |

® Cambridgeshire Regiment:
Annual service of remembrance in
Ely Cathedral, 2.15pm, June 12,
followed by reunion. Details from J
R Stubbings, 25 The Vineyards,
Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4QG
(tel: 0353 663294/662203).

® RE Association: All sappers
invited to reunion weekend June
17-19, Ripon, N Yorks. Contact
Bill Rudd on 0765 606808.

® Armourers Association: Re-
union to be held on June 25 in
London. Details from C Dennis, 18
Willowslea Road, Bevere,
Worcester, Worcs WR3 7QP.

® Exeter UOTC: Second reunion
in conjunction with summer ball on
June 25, Wyvern Barracks,
Exeter. Tickets £32 each from
EUOTC, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter

EX2 6AE or tel: 0392 412758.

® St Boniface (Rheindahlen):
Annual reunion at Holy Trinity
Church, Prince Consort Road,
London SW7 on June 26. Former
choir and congregation welcome.
Contact Lt Col A P M Hole, 39
Vogan Close, Reigate, Surrey
RH2 8AT (tel: 0737 244001).

® Princess of Wales’'s Royal
Regiment: Grand reunion on
June 26 at Howe Barracks, Can-
terbury, Kent, 1130. Telephone
0227 818054 for details.

@ 12th Bn, The Devonshire Reg-
iment (6th Airborne) 1940-45:
48th annual reunion dinner to be
held at the Devon Motel, Exeter
by-pass, October 15. Contact Mrs
Ada Follett, Rosemount, Exmouth
Road, Exton, nr Exeter, Devon

EX3 0PQ (tel: 0392 874596).

1995

® ATS Dinner Club: Reunion in
Buxton, Derbyshire, June 1995.
Applications by June 30 to Mrs Joy
Balmain, 57 Greenbank Road,
Preston, Birkenhead, Merseyside
L42 7JJ. Enclose sae.

@ History of the Kenley area,
south of Croydon, is being
researched by the Bourne Soci-
ety, which wishes to trace Royal
Artillery and Tank Corps person-
nel stationed there during the war.
Replies to C Burgess, 110 Hayes
Lane, Kenley, Surrey CR8 5HR.

@ Author compiling history  of
Challenger 1 main battle tank
wishes to correspond with readers
who have served in the tank, par-
ticularly in action in the Gulf, and
including Challenger CRARRVS.
Replies to Simon Dunstan, 37 St
Dunstan's Avenue, London W3
6QD (tel: 081-992 9823).

® Author Terry Davis is writing a
book on the village of Arne,
Dorset and wishes to hear from
anyone who was stationed there
during the Secaond Waorld War.
Replies to 2 The Oaks, Kitlings
Lane, Stafford ST17 OLE.

@ 12 RSME Regiment will be
amalgamating with Depot Regi-
ment RE in September. Anyone
who has donated items which they
would like returned should contact
Mrs Sheila Young on 0634 822601
by September 30. Unclaimed
pieces will be donated to the new
1 RSME Regiment.

Brigadiers — A S H Irwin — To
MoD, May 3; A C | Gadsby - To be
Comd RAC Centre, May 2.

Colonels - C A Den-McKay —
To be Comdt Sch of Logistics,
May 3; D H A Shephard — To RCB,
May 3; M A Ponikowski — To be
DA/MA Bogota, May 7.

Lt Cols — A P Harris RE—To be
CO Southampton Univ OTC, May

3; A M Mackenzie RE — To be MA
Stockholm, May 2; M P Stallard
APTC — To be Comdt ASPT and
Dep APTC, May 2; G A Hazle-
wood RLC — To be CO 6 Supply
Regt RLC, May 2; A D Hutchison,
Gren Gds — To MoD, May 2.
RETIREMENTS

Brigadier - P W Symes, late
RAOC, May 6.
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EMPLOYMENT & RESETTLEMENT
C.V.s

CVs

EXPERTLY PREPARED

For professionals, by professionals, the first
step to a new career!

We specialise: Est 12 years
Advantageous rates, free quotes
PRESTIGE SERVICES

London W1

071-486 0321

TO CREATE ACTION

Professionally prepared and
laser printed.
Phone or fax (0932) 820388
8amto 8 pm
PROGRESSIVE PROFILES

MILITARY CV SERVICES

The original CV service for HM Forces;
established in 1984

Your CV written by a former Army Officer and
Industrial Personnel Manager. Since 1984,
over 1,400 satisfied Service clients, many of
whom now hold good civilian jobs. Why not
write or telephone for full details to:
Major (Ret'd) John Cooper,
12 Water St, Stamford, Lincs PE9 2NJ.
Tel: 0780 62960. 13119

ARE YOU LEAVING?

A professional C.V. will get your job
application noticed.

Contact us for full details:

PREMIER C.V.s

27 Connaught Road, North End,
Portsmouth PO2 9BP

Tel/Fax: 0705 698975 (24 hrs)

euro-academy

LANGUAGE COURSES ON LOCATION IN EUROPE
IDEAL FOR ADULT LEARNERS
COURSES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TOO
ALL LEVELS
France, Germany, Italy, Portugal and Spain
We have 23 years experience and can select the
right course for you
For brochures and Information
Call 081-586 2363
77A George Street, Croydon CRO 1LD

D6

YACHTING CAREER
Complete Sail Training Programme from
Beginner to Full Professional RYA/DoT
International Yachtmaster Offshore (Skippers)
Certificate for the Self Sponsored Student. For
Career or Personal Competence including all
British Vocational Qualifications,

Prospectus:

Solent School of Yachting, The Quay,

Warsash, Southampton, Hants SO31 9FR

Phone: (0489) 583066

UNIVERSITY
DEGREES

Utilise your existing Life Experience to earn
your Degree through Earlscroft University:
* Forces/Ex-Forces Discount
* Special Credits for Military Experience
% Credits for Life Experience and Prior
Learning
* Tailor-made Subjects
* Low-Cost Correspondence Programmes
% Bachelors, Masters, Doctorates
% Entry at any time.
Details: Dr S. Simms, E.U.L,
Redgrove House, 393 Lordship
Lane, Dulwich, London SE22 8]N

D&

Fax: (0489) 572054
C V We specialise
S in HM Forces
Quality content
. Fast service
M Laser printing
B Free storage

SERVICE-CV
Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ
® 0752 344842 (24 hrs) s

NEED A CV?

With such fierce competition in the job market,
first impressions have never been so important, A
professionally prepared Curriculum Vitae will
automatically put you one step ahead of other job
seekers,
CV SERVICES is one of the most experienced
companies of its kind, having been market leaders
since 1981, enjoying a worldwide reputation tur
high quality and standards of service.
We are now offering all Forces personnel an
excellent DISCOUNT off our standard fee.
For free details contact:
Forces Dept, PO Box 573
Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands B73 6PA
021-355 2187

SERVICES

Curricula Vitae Specialists o

JOBS AT SEA
and ABROAD

Unskilled, skilled, inexperienced, good pay.
UKiworldwide. Cruise ships, tugs, merchants,

tankers, ferries, dredging olligas rigs, trawlers
diving, salvage, yacht crews, marine bio ‘ogv su fVEV
: her jobs abi

Vital information obpam (with
supplement,
for: summerlwinter holiday rf*\sJ\.U"
for all land & water sports, tour gl
leaders, drivers, Delmontage, Eurodisney staff, nan-
nies, au pairs, chefs, waiters, bar staff Dk Croupiers
photographers, beau entertainers, host
aircrew, retail, medical, security, storemen, volunt
equestrian, admin, FFLegion, Kibbutz, archaeology,
Moshay, emigration, etc)

Complete jobpack £8.95 cheque/PO:
MARINE EMPLOYMENT, (Floor 2/E),
Brittanic House, Swanage BHI9 INF. o

To all those leaving the
Service . . .

Looking for a home
but haven’t got a mortgage?

Do you want to move now?

Looking for a mortgage
but haven’t got a job?

Looking for help?

Get Your New Home
Before You Get Your New Job
If you are currently leaving the Service you are probably
thinking about buying somewhere for you and your family
to live and thar means a mortgage
Until now you had to have a job before you could ger your
mortgage, but not any longer.

A new scheme available through

Cotswold County Financial Services
and backed by a major lender gives you a way to purchase
your new home before you find your new job,

How Does It Work?

Briefly, the scheme utilises part of your lump sum
payment to provide a 33% deposit and to secure morigage
payments for the first two years. This will give you plenty
of time to concentrate on findinga new job without having

to worry about providing a secure home for your family.

What Do I Do Now?
For full details of the scheme all you need to do is phone
the Mortage HelpLine number shown below and we will
arrange for one of our national network of advisors 1o talk
10 you
STOP PRESS!

We have negotiated with the lender 1o provide the
majority of your deposit in the form of an advance against
your terminal grant which will enable you to buy your new

home NOW!

8\

Mortgage HelpLine

Louis Stuart-Kelso

0242 235271
or
0453 755266

(outside office hours)

\L ¥

NORTHERN ROCK

D6 Subject to status

Bodyguard

Training

Excel Security have been providing
Bodyguards to businessmen and the
rich and famous for many years. We
train men and women who are
interested in a new and exciting
career. We are members of the
International Professional Security
Association. Find out if this career
move is for you by applying for our
Free Information Pack, courses can
be completed whilst you are still
serving or on resettlement.

Tel: 081-770 7955 (9am to 5pm)
or write to:

Excel Security, 51 Lower Rd,
Sutton, Surrey SM1 4QR.

SOLDIER Advertising
0252 347352

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

IF AN ADVERT
IS WRONG,
WHO PUTS
IT RIGHT?

We do.

The Advertising Standards
Authority ensures advertisements
meet with the strict Code of Adver-
tising Practice.

So if you question an adver-
tiser, they have to answer 1o us.

To find out more about the
ASA, please write to Advertising
Standards Authority,
Department X,
Brook House,
Torrington Place,

London WCIE 7THN. ASA

This space is donated in the interests
of high standards in advertisements.
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Leaving the Forces?
Thinking about
your future?

etus help

Free advice is available to you now.

The RFEA is part of the Forces Resettlement Service and
has 40 advisers throughout the UK.
If you have served with good
character for a minimum of 3 years
(less if discharged on medical
grounds), the RFEA s at your service
on employment and resettlement
matters. Send off the coupon today.
s — — — — — — — — — — — — —

The Regular Forces Employment Association

RFEA

Reg. charity 207691

25, Bloomsbury Square, London WC1A 2LN
I Please send me details of the RFEA.

I Name/rank ..
' Bddvass.....cioiion b

I
L;;:;:;;:;;__J




SOLDIER MART

COMMANDO COURSE BADGES from  £0.95 Polyester.

OFFICERS BULLION BERET BADGES from £4.25
SNIPERS CLOTH BADGES from £2.25
REPRODUCTION GLENGARY BADGES from £8.00
FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION PARA WINGS  from £4.95
FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION BERET BADGE from £3.50
FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION WHITEKEPI  from £28.00
SOUTH AFRICAN PARA BADGES from £3.50

50 page illustrated catalogue offers Europe’s

(refundable on first order) to MIKE LAPWORTH, coloured visual by rejurn.
15 WOODSIDE GROVE, BRISTOL BSIO TRF. Printed or woven designs.

Minimum order 25 printed ties.

hféﬁ?%i, VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM. SURREY. RH1 3EA
SOLDIER TELEPHONE: 0737 645113
WHEN REPLYING TO FAX 0737 645892
ADVERTISEMENTS

MILITARY INSIGNIA
BULLION PARA WINGS from £5.00
ANODISED BERET BADGES from £3.50 O T Ak N
ver 300 individual Regimental
DZ PATCHES (over 35 different) from £2.00 designs held in stock IngSiIk and
FEATHER HACKLES from £4.00

best selection of current military insignia. Send £2 For your own design we offer a free

Polyester, Silk/Polyester or S%k Cloth.

BRUNO ’n

THE MILITARY BEAR o

N
‘Bruno’ is a traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed e o - \@_}
in Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret ‘5"’ ViTh o AT
complete with your cap badge. _; \'L,;’

‘Bruno’ is currently available for all regiments and corps of the British Army (less
Gurkha units)

‘Jock’ wears TOS : RHF white hackle. Royal Scots tartan patch; A & SH tartan
patch : Black Watch red hackle : QOH blue plume. Gordons & KOSB TOS only
(No badge available for Scottish Regts).

ACC Bear available in chef’s whites, ACC beret.

UN Bear, desert combat kit, UN beret with UN badge or your own badge.

To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.0./Credit Card No. (incl expiry date) for
£31.00 payable to ‘POSTAL BEARS’, name and address of person to receive bear
and your special message to:

POSTAL BEARS, Dept D., 1/2 Barker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB.
24 hour telephone order service (0743) 241962 Fax: (0743) 232112 5

HARGREAVES

PROMOTIONS LTD

Quality Embroiderers & Screenprinters
of Leisure Wear.

Suppliers to British,

Nato & U.N. Forces
A wide range of garments,
badges, etc available

Contact our Army Rep: Tracey Firth
Tel: 0746 34563
Fax: 0746 34264
List of Armed Services Motifs
and Catalogue on request.

RODNEY ROAD,
FRATTON INDUSTRIAL EST., N
PORTSMOUTH, m
HANTS. PO4 8SY, T

! TEL: 0705 822436 gum o g
FAX: 0705 822177 =Rz== g |

HAVE YOU SENT
FOR THE 50th
ANNIVERSARY
CATALOGUE?

AWkRD PROD
30, HASLEMERE, SU
ELEPHONE: 0428'607267

i B E: i

FULL OF SPECIAL
COMMEMORATIVE
ITEMS TO MARK THE
JUBILEE OF THE
NORMANDY CAMPAIGN

ORMANDY CAyg,

Y 1994 NOIVE

311414 1944 N,

(

”H ANNIVERSW

AVAILABLE FREE FROM

AWARD PRODUCTIONS LTD., DPT. CN50
P.O. BOX 30 HASLEMERE, SURREY
ENGLAND GU26 6UT. TEL: 0428 607267
FAX: 0428 605672

¥




SOLDIER MART -~ _
BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

RCARICATURES
.[;',i,l‘:rl"‘f“ “f‘é‘f“f“; e s o" D IE n ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE
i) %ot ghviintin oo Too good to dismiss — Hand-made BLAZER BADGES in fine wires & silks - £13.50
TNZ= LTS o s . = -pail - -
] | | take outasubscription | | RamspaiesWALL PAGUES: 5 0 AR GRDGtS a0
W) P“‘/f\“”f“"” now! PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR OUR PRICE LIST
E il A | one: D. J. PARKINSON (DEPT. S)
gift for all occasions. Telephone: 186b LEWES ROAD, BRIGHTON BN2 3LD.
Also cartoonists for 0252 347353 Tel: Brighton (0273) 686877 (a.m. only) m

/ :
parties, etc. For samples
and prices or a quotation

m:-k s Caricatures: 081441 6607 \U l‘l‘ l) .
PRINTED or Eunbroctered

T-SHIRTS P

WORCESTERSHIRE TO YOUR OWN DESIGN
MEDAL SERVICE i

Full size and miniature medals *
supplied and mounted for wear
or display. Send for full list of

SWEATSHIRTS
* POLOSHIRTS

miniature Imedals, emblems,
clasps, etc. Y
23 Golden Cro;? Lane,GCa‘;ihill : * R U G BY s H I RT s -
Telophone (0527) 836375 : * SWEATERS o -

Access/Visa welcome

BASEBALL CAPS

\\ For free full colour brochure and
information pack from the UK's
leading supplier to H.M. Forces
contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett, N
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB.

TEL:(0793) 849888

D5 'l

SPRINGFIELD ARMY STORES

NEW CATALOGUE OUT NOW - SEND 50P
FOR 50 PAGES OF MILITARY, CAMPING,
/AL ECTORS, LEISURE .........

& SPRINGFIELDS © | STATION STREET
CROSS STREET

BURTON ON TRENT

STAFFS DE14 [BT

RETAIL SHOP OPEN
TO CALLERS 9-5.30
0283 66137 OR 30707
SMALL ADVERT BUT

3 =
5 THE CATALOGUE ¥

LﬁfJ(;;sERSJ:g;(fDS FAX: (0 793) 849890 ‘ - “'
we'LL 6ive vou THe cReoiT For BEING WELLDRESSED — Y (O RIKK ARS sl
& 40 YORK WAY, LONDON N1 9AB

TEL: 071-278 7007 FAX: 071-713 0165
® GENUINE MoD ISSUE @

Combat caps 6 %" £3.00 No. 1 Dress trousers,

U N I FOR M AL Cotthl feiia £10.00 red or white stripe £18.00
2 i 3 Green barrack trousers £6.00

Combat jackets . ;
INTEREST FREE CRED" Gitade | £20.00 Swedishovercoats, new £15.00
Grade 2 £12.00 British Army greatcoat  £12.00
' - { §| | Parkers, fur fabric lined — RAF rain coats £10.00
S Grade 2 £15.00 Fireman'’s tops £8.00
READY TO WEAR MESS K’T = WOS AND SERGEANTS AT Waterproof jackets (new) Fireman's trousers £8.00
300 LESS THAN Green & white reversible £18.00  Track suit tops £2.50
llh 4 A ” Waterproof trousers Track suit bottoms £2.50

o DE To MEASURE combat and green £16.00  Sjeeping bag, pat 58 (good used)
SIZES 36"-44" CHEST IN SM, MED AND LONG Bodywarmers st T e o e oy
ew 38,

Bodywarmers with : ’ s i
For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps please contact us (see below) | qjceves s10:0p; C*moullagencts 20 x 20, £25.00

& Green light-weight trousers
UK: Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds Legwarmers £6.00  ith map pockets £10.00

1526 ONU. Tel: 0532 826102. Fax UK: 0532 821457 Woollen Army jumpers New combat smocks, fully

Monduys-Friduys 9um-5pm Crewneck £10.00 lined 1968 pat £65.00
Air Force trousers £6.00 Good used smocks £25.00
Woollen Air Force Tropical Hats £7.00
ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE | | v-neck jumpers £5.00 RAF jacket, 1972 pat (new) £5.00

All new advertisements are accepted on a pre-paid
basis only. Cheques/POs payable to “Soldier”.
Monthly accounts will be opened subject to
approval and satisfactory references. Otherwise

DELIVERY CHARGE Under £100 — £3.95 Over £100 - FREE

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: All orders must include payment, and are subject to delivery
charges as shown. Payment can be made by cheque, postal order or cash — please send cash
by registered post. Credit card orders can be made by phone. All goods offered subject to
availability. Goods will be dispatched within 48 hours whenever possible. Personal cheques will
be cleared before despatch of order. Money back guarantee on all items, less postage, provided
goods returned/exchanged UNUSED within 14 days. Please send additional postage for goods

prepayment applies.

D4 to be exchanged.

Dé
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SOLDIER MART

12 Roses red/pink
£13.85
24 Roses red/pink £18.50
12 Carnations mixed red/pink £12.50
4() Freesias £14.75
Special ljnuqm-l £2250

Bougquets roses/ carn/f/f £17.50
Bouquets cam, £/f £16.50
Spray Carnations /1150

" D-DAY SPECIAL _ *v
JOY’S ROSES -

D-DAY SPECIAL - £20.00 and £16.00
Cuddlies as normal
Prices & order forms on request
Prices include p/p & VAT
VISA/ACCESS/AMEX .l({rpu'd on
postal orders — include expiry date
Cheques/PO payable to
Joy’s Roses
Flamingo, Sampsons,
Guernsey
CI1.GY24WB

Able-WOVEN 72
‘Name ques Black on
100% Polyester Wash-Dry Clean £3 . 50

White
Tested and Approved to B.5.5742 1989
One line up to 30 woven letters/spaces

STATIONERY £15 200 8" x 6" Printed
Sheets + 50 Plain + 100 Envelopes

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No.

or any words you need up to 6 Lines
1000 Selt Adhesive Labels 19 x 40mm
Black on White Black on Gold

£3.75 £4.25

All Prices include Post/VAT. UK only.
PAYMENT with ORDER. Del. 14-21 days.

LOST Your Medals?
We can replace them

NOW Tel: 0752 872672

0{,\1 5/'6

&

Full Size & Miniatures.
Mounting Service & Ribbons.
S.A.E. for Replacement List
Toad Hall, Newton Ferrers,
Plymouth, Devon,

Steepleprint Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton

NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - & 0604 810781 EnglandPLB1DH o

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze" figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

.. COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

MR107
(25cm)
£50.65

Send crossed cheque/P.0. with order or S.A.E.
for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (0474) 365511.

1817 Fax:(0474) 537166

“Cold cast bronze™

PEUGEOT

TAKE YOUR LION
BAWARY v

TAX FREE!

* Unbeatable finance

* Top part-exchange prices

* Discounts on full Peugeot range
* Sports Hatch specialists

* Lion used car dealer

Ring Richard Courcoux:
0722 335268
from Germany 0044 722 335268

Or write to:

Southampton Road, Salisbury,
Wilts SP1 2LE, England

CRAZE BROTHERS EXPORT

D5

ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS

53K HIGH ROAD, BUSHEY HEATH, HERTS WD2 1EE
T 081-9 500 500 Fax: 081-950 8511

PEUGEOT APPOINTED EXPORT AGENTS
“Excellent semce & -
unbeatable prices’,
Lt Cdr
Napier

“Colleagues were amazed at your
cheaper prices”
Maj Harrison

TAX FREE & TAX PAID
TRY US FOR THE BEST PRICES ON OTHER MAKES, TOO!!
Full Finance, Insurance & Part-Exchange facilities

PART-EXCHANGE YOUR RHD CAR IN THE UK AND

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW REGULATIONS!!
CLIP COUPON FOR FULL DETAILS AND FREE COLOUR BROCHURE

NAME & RANK >%
ADDRESS

TELEPHONE % I

1 am interested in a new (make & model)

TAX FREE FOR EXPORT [| TAXPAID FORUKUSE [ FINANCE []
INSURANCE [] DELIVERY DATE

PART-EXCHANGE

Please post to: ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS, 53A High Rd, Bushey Heath, Herts WD2 1EE. 2
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SOLDIER MART

CASH’S NAME TAPES
For marking children’s clothing

Mailed in 28 days from receipt.
3 doz (same name) £6.60
6 doz (same name) £7.30
12 doz (same name) £9.10
State RED/BLACK/BLUE/GREEN
Please enclose Cheque/PO
payable to Boddingtons.
Boddington’s Name Tapes
‘Doodles’, Cannons Lane
Hatfield Broad Oak
Bishop’s Stortford,
Herts CM22 THX

SCE HOTLINE
0367 241225

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

D5

BINDERS

Preserve your
copies of
SOLDIER in
our set of
attractive and
resilient
Easibinders.

£8.75 (set of 2)

UK, BFPO and overseas
surface mail

£11.50 airmail

To order your binders send your cheque/PO (£ sterling
only) payable to SOLDIER to: Soldier Magazine Binders,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

j GROUP EXPORT
ESTABLISHED 1908 DMSION

BLACKPOOL ROAD, PRESTON PR2 6BX

= 0772 793054

IF YOU DON'T CALL

== Glving you the complete
Tl export sale treatment we

¥ vaperwork, and the
worries making your export

BS(WRS?O;:NN‘] . sale simple and worry free,
—Spu  EXPERIENCE & ITSHOWS! _ eeTURNTHEZS o
TO PERRY'S GROUP EXPORT DIVISION, BLACKPOOL ROAD,
PRESTON, PR2 6BX. PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ON:-
VAUXHALL  [C]| CITROEN [] NAME
FORD (]| PROTON [ RANK UNIT
ROVER (1| OTHER MAKES ] ADDRESS
RENAUT (| USEDCARS [

LANDROVER (1| LHD O

VOLVO (]| ReD O

PEUGEQT D FINANCE ] APPROX DEL DATE REQUIRED
NISSAN (| PART EXCHANGE [] HOME TEL NO.

ovora [ USRATERANG.  worx
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ROYAL ALEXANDRA AND
ALBERT SCHOOL

Gatton Park, Reigate, Surrey RH2 0TW
“The most popular boarding school for Service children”
(SUNDAY TELEGRAPH)

* 520 boys and girls - 8 to 18
* A high standard of education
* A happy, stable and caring environment
* Set in 250 acres of Surrey parkland, accessible
from M23/M25
* Fees (including uniform) within BSA
Engquiries to the Admissions Secretary
Tel: 0737 642576 Fax: 0737 642294
Charity No 311945

D&

Wilton House School

Battle, Hastings
East Sussex TN33 9BS
0424 830234

Co-educational boarding and day school

Head office and
senior school:
Catsfield Place
Battle

GCSE and ‘A’ Levels -,

Junior school:
Broomham
Guestling
Hastings

& S-13years

1y, Q
13-18 vears i o N

ONs pvec ®9

Small classes. Remedial and individual tuition arranged
when required. Computer workshop, swimming pools,
tennis courts, games fields and horseriding. Escort
services to and from airports. Special terms for Service

children additional to Service grants.

Established since 1954
Apply: The Principal at head office

CIVILIAN, MILITARY, SPORTING AND LADIES’
BESPOKE TAILORS UNIFORM SPECIALISTS

Hodges & (o bespoke tailors
since 1935, offer the very best
in quality and service using
only the finest materials
tailored by experienced
craftsmen. All garments are
supplied with a full fitting
service. A full range of
accoutrements are available
from stock, including mess
dress shirts, spurs, mess
wellingtons, George boots,
ties, blazer badges, miniature
medals and badges of rank.

| For further details please
. contact:
HODGES & (0
Claro Court Business Centre, Claro Road, Harrogate, North
Yorkshire HG1 4BA

Tel: 0423 560369 Fax: 0423 520996
Also at Cambrai Barracks, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire




LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

— Tenants and Homeowners welcome

— Nainterviews, Confidential service by post

- Good benefits if you settle your loan early

For quotes, written details and free advice

Tel: 0929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days

(from overseas 0044-929 423925)
NORSTAR FINANCE 20119

Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of post Service

Example of prices.—
CB: £32, CBE: £15; MC/DCM/MM/
QGM: £10, OBE/MBE/BEM: £7; MSM
£8, LS & GC: £6; Coronation/Jubilee
Medal £7; UN Cyprus £6; S/Atlantic +
rosette: £6; GSM G VI.R. with clasp:
£6.50, GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf
Medal with clasp: £6; Second War Stars
£2 each; Defence/War Medals: £4 each
Miniature Mounting Bars for D.IY
mounting: 1 space - £1; 2 - £1.10, 3 -
£1.20,4-£130,5-£140,6 - £1.50;7 -
£160,8-£1.80,9-£2 10-£220

plus 17 5% V.AT. and £1 postage

* 7-day medal mounting service for full-
size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’
and ‘court' style.

* Full-size medals supplied
= Wire Blazer Badges
* Mess Kit Badges
* Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc

Competitive Prices. First-class quality
and delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to
the Medal Specialists
(25p stamp appreciated)
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (0455) 239262

SOLDIER MART

@ micHAELJAY || T-Shirts )
XCLUSIVE -
TAILORING Sweatshirts ROVER

SCE HOTLINE
0367 241225

offer e

INCLUDES

B/ 14 day Make or
¥ 18 hr EXPRESS

Lowest prices
( Best fit
B Highest quality

PLAY GERMAN LOTTO
6 FROM 49

Best ent te
paym rmx £25 million paid to winners ever week, the
Keiwlswent v weapave (amaci ares . 3 . biggest in Europe. 7 figure winnings for 1st
| Please telephone 0449 766088 Div., 6 figure winnings for 2nd Div., 5 figure
a5 ourl e winnings for 3rd Div. every week, 7
: 55 Brook Str dividends in total. Minimum weekly stake
The service is simply unbeatable Tel: Ch?acste?t(oeg;ﬁ?gﬁtgzra £7. For details and coupons send two 25p
WIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET SUFFOLK L * J STampS to H D B0|dt‘ Lono & PGD'S
Agency, F Abtissinnen Str. 6, 53498 Bad
Breisig, Germany.

D6

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments -
printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25
ENAMELLED - min. 100
BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min, 25
@ WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure

nsgn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN

MOTIFS

NOI 1 1 8 ¢ German or UK delivery
HAS LANDED

GOOD RECONNAISSANCE
MEANS YOU MUST

For the best range of military clothing and ADDRESS........co.co
equipment please send an SAE with 29p :
stamp for our NEW No. 11 catalogue to:

SPECIAL AIR SEA SERVICES Pant exchange details
Lancaster, Lancashire LA1 5QJ FREEPHONE

Telephone: 0524 64204 INSTANT ACTION  Germany 0130-8544-96

UNBEATABLE
SERVICE

s

=iy VAUXHALL

® RHD or LHD programme
@ Used Car Sales in Germany
® Demonstration Vehicles at

Super Savings m
e Finance — dm. or Sterling M

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

| am interested in ...........

@il HOTLINE
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EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE! ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of our goods. High quality,
competitive prices and prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGH STREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP
Tel: 0522 513333 Fax: 0522 530383
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EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

AACA&SHAGC KRH,LD,PARA

Regimental
Brooches

"AT TRADE PRICE"
J.M.BICKERTON

Manufacturing Jewellers
23 VYSE STREET,
BIRMINGHAM B18 6LE.
Tel: 021 551 7366

MEDALS

~
ﬂT First
Hamblin Racing Lid
FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts
TO OPEN T Shirts - Sports Shirts
CREDIT - DEPOSIT Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
ACCOUNT Shorts Socks & Ties
PHONE FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
J C HAYDEN NO MINIMUM ORDER
g JENKINS KNITWEAR
(EX.W.0. 2 5 VERNON PLACE N.OR'I'HERJS COURT
0044 0530 260159 A el (Nottm) 0602 274469
. o

FIRMIN & SONS PLC

Established 1677
MEDAL DEPARTMENT

MINIATURE MEDALS SUPPLIED

Customers Full Size & Miniature Medals
mounted in either Court or Swing Style.
For the complete and professional service
at the most affordable prices available.
GLOBE WORKS, 82-86 NEW TOWN ROW,

BIRMINGHAM B6 4HU
Telephone 021-359 6666 Fax: 021-359 3321

PWRR,QDG,RLC,SAS.ScotsDG,etc. REPLACED IN
RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE AND
)\ Az MINIATURE
e
3 DAY MOUNTING
UNIFORMS SERVICE
MADE TO MEASURE
ey it WRITE OR PHONE FOR
Officers No. 2 Dress £365.00 QUOTATION
Army No. 1 Dress £285.00
Barrack Trouser £49.00 RAYMOND D
$B. 8Bl £130.00 %
D.B. Blazer £150.00 HOLDICH
Evening Suit T/Wool £165.00 Trafalgar Square
Eeing Suitiiool e Collectors Centre,
Civilian Sluns from e E‘WBIS:.OO 7 Whitcomb Slreet,
4BHr or 2 Week Make up London WC2H 7THA
v n ey Tel: 071-930 1979
TEL:0448 766088  FAX. 0449 766606 0374 133493

D&

Military Accounting Systems
Printers to HM Forces

Catalogue and Price List
on request

MemoFile Military Systems
CHURCH HOUSE
CHURCH STREET
LONDON EI15 3JA

Telephone: 081-534 3851
Fax: 081-555 7567

MILITARY

Systems

A
d

A fascinating magazine, building a historical record of the
world’s most famous armed forces. Featuring photographs
and drawings never before published!

Issue 2 — The Blues and Royals —On Sale Now!

Send for your copy POST FREE, NOW!
Please enclose a cheque/postal order for £2.25 made payable to
A.S.P. or call our credit card hotline : (0442) 66551 ext. 210
Regiment Offer (SD), A.S.P., Circulation Dpt., Argus House,

Boundary Way, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP2 7ST

We can transfer any Full Colour design or photo

oo T-Shirts Sweatshirts

& Baseball Caps

Using the very latest technology in laser transfer printing!

Minimum order of one, with any image you like!
We are also specialists in screen printed & embroidered garments
Contact us for more information & price lists Ricara Leisurewear
River Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5BZ. (0903) 717298

Black Horse
International Trading Ltd
Don't be fooled by inferior imitations.
All high quality goods made by Black Horse carry the
Black Horse logo.

Black Horse are the first choice for specially designed Field Aids
for military and outdoor use.
Ask for Black Horse by name and check the Logo.
Black Horse International Trading Ltd

Church Lane, Pitsford, Northampton NN6 9AJ
Tel: 0604 880230 Fax: 0604 880227 =

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF

= Pa v TR,

OPERATION OVERLORD
THE NORMANDY INVASION 6th JUNE 1944

THE 50th ANNIVERSARY IN 1994 HAS BEEN CAREFULLY
CONSIDERED BY BATTLE ORDERS WHO HAVE PRODUCED A FINE
SELECTION OF QUALITY PRODUCTS FEATURING GOLD GILT
SILVER AND COMBAT BLACK ETCHED BLADED WWII STYLE
BRITISH COMMANDO KNIVES PLUS A UNIQUE HANDMADE
LEATHER ‘D’ DAY PLAQUE IDEAL FOR WALL DISPLAY

[SO GENUINE CLOTH BADGES AND INSIGNIA AVAILABLE
a« INDIVIDUALLY OR AS A SET

SEND S.A.E. MARKED ‘D’ DAY TO:

BATTLE ORDERS LTD (Dept SD)
71 EASTBOURNE ROAD, LOWER WILLINGDON, EAST SUSSEX BN20 9NR
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[}

Jesse Garron
presents

THE HISTORY OF
ROCK ’'N’ ROLL

ANYWHERE, ANYTIME

i /  THE BEST ROCK'N’ ROLL
S SHOW IN THE WORLD

Phone Jamie 0836 567556/0563 850400 Fax: 0563 850100

QUALITY SHEFFIELD
PEWTERWARE

Engraved Regimental
Badges, Ship’s Crests etc.
FREE brochure available

mL SLcadmiH Road, Sheffield S1 3JA. Tel: (0742) 725676 Jm
D-DAY FULL COLOUR PRINT |
o : B RAUL

16" x 18" J S
= o ¥ < g — \ @ PORTS
T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, i - .
B =1 B A LA | . z Polos, Rugby Shirts, \ =il Tk
BN incl p&p UK g_ooclietd Tops,
d : inglets, ish-
E3 - = £1 2.00 Baseball Hats, Ties, ™ L E:%lalfghr{l::e
- Embroidered Badges = :
| overseas & Jumpers, Pennants, - 1?:,‘:,’;? f;',‘,?"ﬁed
Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls, designs
L Cheque/F’O Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits ® Embrokidered
; V- jumpers
g ; payable A S PROMOTIONS alsz‘:r::anik::thgrentems
to O||Ver FOX Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane VISTA SPPRTS LTD.
v i8S 9 - o London E17 6AA Vista House,_ca High Street, Merstham,
Te Surrey RH1 3EA
&+ omvVBem + ¢ | Pleaseallow28 5 Tel: 0737 645113 Fax. 0737 645632
: days for delivery
Send to: Oliver Fox, 306 Duffield Road, Please mentlon SOLD|ER
Darley Abbey, Derby DE22 1ED. when replying to advertisements
Telephone: 0332 557856
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RANMGERS
TAX FREE CAR SALES

THE NEW PEUGEOT 306

BUYING IT WON'T
HURT YOUR POCKET

Right now, we'll offer you the kind of
finance you've only ever dreamt of on a
brand new Peugeot!

. i P 3

JUST FILL IN Forces discounts on full Peugeot range

COUPON *4 7140 nae*

BELOW, OR { 172% more on your part exchange

TELEPHONE/ * H *

FAX 0323 442233 - German or UK delivery

corn | K SOUNDS LIKE A DREAM COME TRUE

:E#G!I?ALI'JASL[TY ORI Ring Rick Barton 0980 653434, from Germany 0044 980 653434 or write 10!

* Berghaus Vulcan Rucksack. (100 ltrs) - Rangers TMS, Rangers Garage, _FFIEEPOST‘ Durrington, Salisbury, Wilts
and 2 side pockets, (olive) £184.95 * Lightning Jacket (olive-Goretex) £139.50 mL.xL SP4 8BR, England (No stamp required)

* Yeti Gaiters (attack or extreme) £49.95 * “Polar Pl'z.\fs' (rqcl‘ievse}r(ig:;;l:x} v 2664.95ML XL IR LRt e R SR s L TV S D e TR

live). i
+ Borghaus Munro Rucksack (oive)  £5995  gpurraoim apen Mon.Sat (10-5.30) POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK

NAME AND RANK
PLEASE SEND NAME:

£1.00 FOR 1994 ABmEReE M-ty - AREER GRS dRTet i S

CATALOGUE ADDRESS: DOREL: rite, . e 2R A
STRINGTOWN DELREQEBY. (ol dnt
SUPPLIES,

o it e SPRREOGE SC IR N SR T T B R sl S e i ey s

North St., Hailsham, Part exchange details
E. Sussex If you would like to order goods, please order using separate

BN27 1DQ letter. Cheques/POs payable to Stringtown Supplies. Credit Country of use
cards by phone or mail, cash by registered post.

D6




Military History Books., sae for list.
We also buy military history books,
single volumes or collections. Top
prices paid. Free booksearch service
available. Any book found by hard-
working professional. John McKenzie,
Carpenters, Cary Road, North Cad-
bury, Yeovil BA22 7DE. Tel: 0963
440557 10-16

“Head-dress Badges of The British
Army” by Kipling and King. The
definitive badge collector’s “bible”.
Volume One available June (£65);
Volume Two available now (£42.50).
Write to: H L & P King, Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB. Tel: 0252
716303, 10-11

CHELIFER BOOKS

Military books bought
and sold
Send SAE for catalogue to:
Mike Smith, Todd Close,
Curthwaite, Carlisle,
Cumbria CA7 8BE
Tel: (0228) 711388 .

[ Entertan

&54’1(6

Entertainment
Function Bands,
Disco & Karaoke

Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows
For all ranks,
Sgt/Officers’ Mess
Wedding & Private functions
Tel: 081-789 7227 /6645
Fax: 081-785 3533
Connextions The Name
You Can Trust!

1one

L Forsele” 7]

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -
ONLY £23.00 FOR A YEAR'S SUB-
SCRIPTION IN UK, £13.80 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £32.20 (OVERSEAS SURFACE
MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-
SCRIPHONS DEPT, ORDNANCE
ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GUI11
2DU. (Cheques to Soldier).

SOLDIER Magazine Binders — collect
your copies of SOLDIER in our easy to
use binders. Sold in sets of two, the
binders feature a full colour magazine
style cover, and will each hold up to
thirteen magazines. Cost per two
binders, inclusive of VAT and p&p, is
£8.75 UK/BFPOfoverseas surface
mail, and £11.50 airmail. To order
your binders send your name, address
and cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to
Soldier Magazine Binders, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Tc

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists  £1.00.
Castle Armoury(s), 18 Castle Street,
Dover CT16 1PW. 08-12

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art distributor. Access
to all British publishers. Hundreds of
original items also available. Catalogue
£2 + A4 sae. Cheques to: G Jennings-
Bramly, 5 Feversham Road, Salisbury,
Wilts SP1 3PP.
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Military Clothing, Equipment -
John Bull. Mail order 0765 604071.
Retail Hildyard Way, Catterick Garri-
son, N Yorks 0748 833614. Full list on
request., PRIs. Visa/Access. ] B Mili-
tary Clothing (S), 12 Littlethorpe Park,
Ripon HG4 1UQ. 36p SAE. 0765
604071. EOI84

SOLDIER Shield - the ideal gift for
the military enthusiast, or to add to a
collection. The SOLDIER shield
shows the magazine’s official insignia
on a dark wood base, and measures
180 X 140mm. The cost of the shield,
inclusive of VAT and p&p, is £17 UK
and [19 elsewhere. Send your
cheque/PO payable to “Soldier” to Sol-
dier Shield, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU. 8o

Military postcards. One postcard for
every regular regiment and corps. An
historic ‘pre-options’ record. SAE for
catalogue and sample. Geoff White,
Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol
BS19 3JA. 08-11

Hand Embroidered Wire Bullion
Blazer Badges. Specialist in Army,
Navy, Air Force and uniform acces-
sories. Leslie & Company, Commis-
sioner Road, Sialkot 1, Pakistan. Fax:
92-432-558815. 0s-21

Medals. Full/miniature medal
mounting service. Loose or court style.
Comprehensive range of miniatures
always available. Write or phone for
quotation. Firmin & Sons Plc, 82/86
New Town Row, Birmingham B6
4HU. Tel: 021-359 6666. Established
1677. EOI84

Collectors’ Metal badges, cap,
shoulder etc. 200 all different,
US$75.00 (airmail $15.00 extra).
Metal and wire badges a speciality.

Write to: Geoffrey Enterprises, Railway

- Road, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax +92 432

558910.

Army badges, long new list, many
rare. Send 60p plus stamped sae. Bas
Bruntlett, 68 Pinfold Lane, Methley,
Leeds. Tel: 0977 515811. 11784

SAS smocks £80, Para smocks £58.
Plus chest webbing, assault vests and
much more. For catalogue send sae to:
C K Supplies, 28 Hillbrow Road,
Bromley, Kent BR1 4]L. 11794

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
50p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. TIC

EOI94

D-Day. Set of five colour postcards,
featuring all armed forces, £2.99 inc
postage (overseas £3.49). Remit to: Mr
Tanner, 180 Whitehorse Road, W.
Croydon, Surrey CR0O 2LA. SAE
brings b/w flysheets and details. 11794

For wives, girlfriends, mothers and
daughters. Ensure their safety with a
personal attack alarm £14.99 including
p&p. Two for £29.00. Orders to:
Household and General Services,
FREEPOST (SE8601), London SEI
7BF. Telephone 0956 283902. Special
rates for PRIs, Wives’ Clubs etc. Full
money back guarantee. 1114

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list to: Caimncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks
YO14 9HV., 2294

Tune Belt, the original Radio Cassette
Holder, £14.95 inc p&p. From Tune
Belt UK, Belle Vue, Hornby, Lancs
LA2 81X, Tel & Fax 05242 21259.

10-16

Military T-Shirts - USA, British,
Foreign Legion, videos, posters. Illus-
trated catalogue £1 (refundable). C
Wilson, 8 Cottenhams, Blindley
Heath, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6JW. 1016

Military Insignia, 1994 54 page illus-
trated catalogue £2, refundable on first
order, lists hundreds of current British
insignia including officers’ badges, DZ
flashes, anodised, plus worldwide elite
insignia. Lapworth (S), 15 Woodside
Grove, Bristol BSI10 7RF. See our
advertisement on page 71. 08-13

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2X 25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside 141
28Y 117

VOLUNTEERS POCKET BOOK.
Valuable info on wide range of sub-
jects. Every Soldier should have one.
Includes Plastic Wallet Cover. £4.75
plus 50p p&p (UK). THE SA
80/LSW - SKILL AT ARMS &
SHOOTING. Training Tests &
APWT conditions pass first time. First
class diagrams and explanation of the
weapons. Fits into Volunteers Pocket
Book Plastic Wallet. £3.25 plus 30p
p&p (UK). Special prices for ten plus
copies. Order direct from publishers.
Cheques or POs payable to MILI-
TARY POCKET BOOKS, PO Box
28, Leven, Beverley, Hull HU17 5LA.
Tel: 0964 542878. TIC

Largest manufacturers and
exporters of hand embroidered Bullion
Badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
schools, colleges, clubs, associations
etc. Flags, Coat-of-Arms, lanyards and
all military accoutrements etc. Please
contact: J. Arthur & Co., PO Box
301, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432
558605. 05-15

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTI kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0717 900 900 Info 0717 905 257,
Order 0717 905 585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London E1

4PS. Tc
REGIMENTAL SHIELDS,
PLAQUES AND
SHIELDCLOCKS

In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your
shields for the Falklands, the Gulf
and now Bosnia and Croatia and
most other UN locations. Let us
design your Regimental and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure
to: Teresa Houghton, Military
Marketing, 16  Riverway,
Shipston on Stour CV36 4RD.
Telephone and Fax: 0608
663770. Minimum order 25
shields. £9.50, no VAT outside
UK. Shieldclocks £17.00.

LIMITED EDITION

The only official MoD shield
commemorating The 50th
Anniversary of D-DAY. The only
official PLAQUE commemorating
The 200th Year of The Yeomanry,
depicting The Official Cypher and
all badges of Today’s Yeomanry.
Cheque or postal order for £17.50
inclusive of VAT and Postage.

Allow 28 days for delivery

Purpose built hostel in Keswick,
Cumbria, Offering self catering accom-
modation for up to 50 persons in rooms
of 2-14 bunks. From £8/person/night +
VAT. Discounts available. Cost
includes electricity, gas and hot water.
Open all year. For brochure tel: 07687
75863. 10-11
Simply the lowest air fares. We
guarantee to beat any quotation. Do
call: Gem Travel on (0202) 310317.

FLIGHT DEALS

FROM HECK-IN TRAVEL

Pr. Fr

Bangkok £350 Israel £139
Canada £219 Mexico £295
Caribbean  £260 Rio £499
Dubai £309 Spain £49
Egypt £159 Switzerland £69
France £69 Turkey £143
Germany £89 usa £159
Goa £379

Greece £79 =
Holland £75 M )
haly £98 |  muesiamitints

PLAN YOUR OWN TRAIL!
TAP INTO OUR EXPERIENCE

BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE THROUGH
FULLY BONDED AGENT

SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY, ALL FLIGHTS ON RESTRICTED DATES
FOR OTHER DESINATIONS PLEASE CALL

071-637 3104

ATOL
2897

Somme, Hotel B&B in listed house
with war record and museum. Adjacent
Beaumont Hamel and Thiepval. If
required you can sleep in a 1916 billet!
Apply: Brooks, La Maison Blanche,
Mailly Maillet, 80560 France. Phone:
22-76-28-65. 113

Wyvern & Sarum. With offices in
Salisbury and Warminster and 200
properties, our ex-Service staff are very
experienced in managing properties for
Service Landlords. Telephone 0722
421701 or 0985 846905. Tic

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management

HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?

Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitable
fenants, manages your property and ensures its
retumn to you as and when required. With a base in
Leicestershire we also cover the East Midlands
counties of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.
For further information please ring:
0509 266151
or write to:
59 WESTFIELD DRIVE
LOUGHBOROUGH
LEICS LE11 3QJ

D5

GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

WE PROVIDE A COMPLETE,

COMPREHENSIVE AND  EFFICIENT

LETTING AND MANAGEMENT SERVICE
AT THE LOWEST RATE OF 10%.

WE LOOK AFTER YOUR PROPERTY

USING EXPERIENCED STAFF

SPECIALISED IN DEALING WITH HM
FORCES

"PHONE OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE:

GREENFIELD HOUSE,
DOWLANDS LANE, COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX RH10 3HX.

TEL/FAX: (0342) 718671 (24 hrs) ﬁ

Why not give someone “A Title for a
Tenner”. What a gift/presentation idea!

Details from S A Survival, Gayfield,
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1Q]J. 1694

Please mention
SOLDIER when
replying to
advertisements




CLASSIFIED

CHARITY
COMMISSION

Royal Tank Regiment
Benevolent Fund
Scheme for the alteration of the
objects of the charity

Ref: DM-248487-5C

The Charity Commissioners
have made a Scheme for this
Charity. Copies can be obtained
from them at Woodfield House,
Tangier, Taunton, Somerset,
TAI1 4BL,(ref: DM-248487-SC).

D6

Low cost household insurance,
covers MSQ, MFO, tenants, liability
etc. From £45 per year. Household
and General Insurance Services,
FREEPOST (SE8601), London SE1
TBP. Tel: 0956 283902. 0225

Printing = Draw Tickets — Low, low
prices. All forms of Unit, Club Mess
and personal stationery, Reasonable
prices. Ring for a free quote. Servis-
print 0305 835150 or Fax 0305
834692,

Loans £1,000-£10,000. No deposit.
No security required. Tenants wel-
come. Cars, home improvements, fur-
niture, clear loans, HP, credit cards,
cash spare. Norstar Finance, 0929
423925, 9am - 9pm, 7 days. 08-15

12/94

Please mention SOLDIER when .
replying to advertisements

GULF WAR MILITARIA
BOUGHT BY HISTORIAN

Badges, propaganda leaflets,
photographs, printed ephemera
and souvenirs etc.

Laurie Manton, c/o Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

FILM AND
PHOTOGRAPHS OF
SCOTTISH REGIMENTS

We are producing a documentary film and
book about Scottish Soldiers.
We are interested in using old film or
photographs never shown before. This is an
opportunity to share, with a wider audience,
stories and items, including old letters or
poems, that might otherwise be lost forever.
We are specially interested in film of
military pipers.
Westminster King Productions Ltd.,
Impact House,
20 Accommodation Road,
London NW11 2EP

Tel: 081-455 4789 Fax: 081-458 377433

This space
could work

for you
Contact our
advertising
department now!
0252 347352

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

April 30, 1994

Two-way tie for first prize (19 goals, £1,500
each): Sgt AN Bennett, 1 RRW, Tern Hill;
Sgt D J Merritt, 21 Engr Regt, BFPO 48.

Cfn P J Butler, 1 WFR, Tidworth; Cpl G M
Girvan, 12 RSME Regt, Rochester; LCpl
| M Goodchild, 29 Regt RLC, South
Cerney; Cpl S J Harvery, 28 (BR) Signal

Eight-way tie for third prize (18 goals,
£187.50 each): Brig J S Brewer, MoD;
Cpl A J Brown, 7 Signal Regt, BFPO 35;

Regt, BFPO 35; Sgt R J Marley, 42 Svy
Engr Gp, Hermitage; W02 B Mullen,
SFCC, Corsham.

D5

SOLDIER accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of
advertisements, or for any matters arising, or losses suffered
by readers as a result of an advertisement. Whilst SOLDIER
takes care to ensure that advertisements comply with the
British Code of Advertising Practice, the acceptance of an
advertisement for publication does not endorse that product
or service, and readers are advised that they should take
adequate precautions before sending any money, or entering

into any legally binding agreement. 5126

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the
following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shall have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and conditionally upon space being available. The Publishers reserve the right to make
any alteration they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval.

The Publishers also reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a
reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is
scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement
in a series. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in
sufficient time to allow amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For
Sale, Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, l’mperg for Sale, Reunions, Services,
Situations Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings will be applied if
deemed acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the
above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void insofar

as they are in conflict with them. 4

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

CHEQUE/PO Number

(Payable to SOLDIER)

26 27 28 29 30
If you need more space, or do not wush to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
COST: 30p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE & :86 VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
BOX NUMBER, IF REQUIRED @ £2.00 + VAT PER INSERTION
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS/PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE
WORDSAL 30p+. =¢8 Send to:
X INSERTIONS =0F CLASSIFIED ADS
BOX NUMBER =% SOLDIER
VAT AT 17.5% =F ORDNANCE ROAD
TOTAL ENCLOSED £ ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU11 2DU 0a
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SILVERMAN'’S

PLCE BERGEN BERGHAUS BERGHAUS
New NATO ref84;§;99-978-5360162 e re}égﬁ%&ﬁ?m%u ROC} '_ D-DAY
1 V Y SPECIAL
11 4 AIRBORNE FORCES
DENISON SMOCKS

New manufacture using
original material
£65.00

Genuine issue leather
banded Para Berets,

CAPACITY: 125 litres CAPACITY: 100 litres CAPACITY: 70 litres Victor style £12.99
FRAME:  Internal FRAME: Internal FRAME: Internal
WATERPROOF: Yes WATERPROOF: Yes WATERPROOF: Yes SHEMAGHS
COLOUR:  Green or DPM COLOUR: Green COLOUR:  Green Olive and black
FEATURES: Side pouches + Yoke FEATURES: Side pouches make day FEATURES: Side pouches £24.99 pr £6.99
(makes day patrol pack) pack (straps incl.) PRICE: £99.00
PRICE: £139.99 PRICE: PHONE
58 PATTERN AND PLCE WEBBING - FULL SETS AVAILABLE - BERGHAUS MUNRO AVAILABLE £59.99
DANNER DANNER DANNER BRITTON BOOTS
ACADIA OLYMPIC FORT LEWIS (GO FAST)
G . G, Ay G ety v T
o o (7]
R R R
E E ; E:
g T: [
E = E
X : X X ‘ 9 =
: Leather/cordura 'Iignt'er ‘Ail Iéather éanstfuhtlon Developed with the Fort The very latest in hi leg
than all leather 8" boot to keep feet Lewis Go Devils ‘ waterproof boot
Selected by L.A. Swat team warm and dry All leather construction Leather lined: £48.99
Insulated: £149.99 £169.99 £184.99 Cambrelle lined: £58.99
Uninsulated: £144.99 ASSAULT BOOT, SPEED LACE £48.99
WATERPROOF ALL LEATHER ISSUE BLACK DMS

AMMO BOOTS SERVICE SHOE

HIGH BOOTS (F/S)

Serwce shoe With DMS sole and

Genuine issue Ammo Boots

Slight factory secos, all E'eathé'r‘
waterproofed, DMS sole Brand new triple soled and studded toe cap
Genuine issue combat boot
£26.99 £62.99 New: £26.99

GENUlNE NEW ISSUE SLEEPING BAG SYSTEM

SLEEPING BAG Hollow fill fibre. High performance even in damp conditions. Wt 3kg ~ £75.00

i 2. COMPRESSION SACK to reduce volume of bag £17.99
3. GENUINE ISSUE ARCTIC BIVI BAG, Gore-Tex £149.99
BIVI BAG ARCTIC ISSUE, NYLON WITH ZIP £19.99
4. FOAM KIP MAT £9.99
5. NEW PATTERN sleeping bag with w/proof base attached £79.99
6. GOOD USED 58 sleeping bags always available SUPER £44.99
GRADE 1 £34.99
LONG Phone
: 7. SNUGPAK Military Green sleeping bags Phone
@ Sorbothane insoles/foot beds @ Socks combat @ Jungle boots @ SAS Smocks
@ Compeed for blisters ® Arctic socks @ Berets/leather bound @ All leather magnum boots
@ PLCE Chestrigs @ Tropical DPM suits ] @ Gulf patt. Desert boots hi leg ® Hi-Tec Magnum L/wt boots
® Parade Gloss @ KSB Boots @ Short Desert boots @ Hi-Tec Trail L/wt hiking boots
® Gore-Tex DPM smocks @ Para smocks @ Gore-Tex socks (Berghaus) @ PTl tops (old patt.) new

(POST & PACKING £2.99 ON ANY SIZE ORDER) ABOVE IS A SMALL SELECTION OF KIT AVAILABLE
PHONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 071-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION PHONE 0717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN’S (DEPTS), MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS

Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sundays 10-1pm
“Britain’s leading supplier of kit to the professionals” 05
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[ RUGBY LEAGUE BASKETBALL BOXING

| SPORT |

Rugby League joins the club

RUGBY League is now an offi-
cially-recognised Army sport,
having received formal
approval with an announce-
ment in the House of Com-
mons on April 28.

Army Rugby League Associ-
ation chairman Maj Martin
Morris heard the good news a
few hours earlier when Maj
Gen Alan Yeoman, Director of
the Army Sport Control
Board, rang to confirm the
ARLA’s new status.

The Royal Air Force has also
recognised rugby league.

(m—

IN BRIEF
Sigs pair

lead road
challenge

Marathon: York-based 2
Signal Regiment athletes Cpl
John Castle and Sig Kevin
Conlon finished second and
third in the Inter-Services
marathon run in conjunction
with the Gosport marathon.
And with Capt Tony Marshall
(RLC) and Pte Stewart Plews
(BAD Kineton) fourth and fifth,
the Army comfortably won the
team trophy. Race winner was
Lt Ginge Gough (RN).

[ ] [ ] L]

Athletics: The Army decath-
lon and 10,000m champi-
onships are to be held with the
individual track and field cham-
pionships at Aldershot Military
Stadium on June 16-17.

Rugby: Postal and Courier
Depot RLC Mill Hill beat the
Household Cavalry Regiment
in the final of the London Dis-
trict rugby sevens. Despite
being ahead three times in the
Prince of Wales's Cup final, the
Grenadier Guards lost in the
last minute to the Household
Cavalry Regiment.

Swimming: The Army junior
swimming and water polo
championships take place at
Chepstow on May 21-22. The
senior championships and the
Inter-Units single event relays
are to be hosted by RMA
Sandhurst on July 19-20.

\ b,

The 13-man code already
has wide support within the
Service. Indeed, proof of a sub-
stantial playing base was a cru-
cial factor in the ARLA’s
application to the Sport Con-
trol Board. The association
had formed in October 1993
with the express aim of win-
ning recognition.

A seven-a-side tournament
at Chepstow on April 17
demonstrated the point more
than adequately, with 15 senior
and three junior teams from
barracks all over the UK turn-

SENIOR coach WO2 Ces
Francis will bow out of the
Army in a blaze of glory after
the players in red swept all
before them at the Inter-
Services basketball champion-
ships hosted by RAF Cosford.
The Army equalled the
Royal Air Force’s 1993 clean
sweep by winning the men’s,
women’s and Under 23 titles.
Victories by 77-31 over the
Royal Navy and 56-51 over the
airwomen gave the Army
ladies, coached by Capt Dave
Maw (RE), a well-deserved

championship.
Their secret weapon was
Welsh international = Capt

Karen Jenkins, currently serv-
ing in Northern Ireland.
Against the Navy she scored 15
points, with LCpl Sue Blake

contributing 19 and Cpl
Debbie Sutton 11.
Under 23 coach WO2

(QMSI) Frankie Pask had to
whittle down 36 players to 12
for the tournament, reflecting
the enthusiasm at this level
among units.

They generated tremendous
team spirit in beating the Navy
67-49 and the RAF 81-60. Ina
good all-round effort, LCpl
Blake (RE), LBdr Johnson
(RA), Tpr Millar (RAC) and
Sig Jones stood out.

Chepstow wins

CHEPSTOW won the Army
Apprentice Colleges’ triangu-
lar games staged by Princess
Marina College at Arborfield.
Harrogate was the third col-

ing out in front of Sky Sports
Television, RFL development
officer Tom O’Donovan, and
BARLA national coach Brian
Chambers.

Winners were 12 RSME
who beat 30 Signal Regt in the
final.

An Army squad selected by
Brian Chambers was due to
take on the RAF at Hilton
Park, the Leigh RL ground, on

May 11.
At junior level, the Beachley
Bulls (all members of 82

Training Squadron at Army

Clean sweep

for Army
basketballers

Ces Francis’s highly moti-
vated team were determined to
complete the “redwash”, and
began by dismantling the Navy
challenge 91-51.

With SSgt Johnson (17), Sgt
Laslett (12) and Cfn Carl
Black (11) finding the target,
the seniors turned a ten-point
halftime lead into a second half
rout.

The final game, played out
to deafening support, pro-
duced a memorable climax to
the tournament. With the RAF
competing at National League
3 level, the sides were well
matched, and an interval score
of 40-40 reflected the close-
ness.

A narrow RAF lead was
maintained until the last few
minutes, when a three-pointer
from Black edged the Army in
front by a single point. WOI
Tim Brown (RLC) extended
that slender advantage to three
points and the soldiers held on
to win 85-79.

triangular games

lege involved in the games
which included rugby, football,
hockey, basketball, volleyball,
swimming, squash, tug of war
and karate.

Apprentices College, Chep-
stow) have had fixtures against
Wigan St Patrick’s Under-18s,
Swansea Knights, Bulford
Garrison and Cowley High
School, St Helens.

Twenty-eight players have
already completed the Level 1
coaching course.

Teams are being formed at a
number of units, and coaching
and referee courses are
planned for the summer.
ARLA secretary Cpl Martin
Coyd (Chatham Mil 2686) has
the details.

Triumph
for the
Kings

THE KING’s Regiment
hosted and totally dominated
the Army novice boxing cham-
pionships at Cavalry Barracks,
Hounslow, winning seven of
the titles on offer.

And the 1st Battalion’s com-
mitment and skill impressed
Army coach Sgt Norman
Phillips.

“The Kings were outstand-
ing,” he said. “They were so
much better prepared than the
others and lasted the rounds
better.”

He went away with a list of
Kingsmen he hopes will figure
in his senior squad plans next
winter.

“The featherweight, LCpl
Williams, has the potential to
be the next Combined Services
champion,” he said.

The evening was a triumph
for 1 Kings’ coach WO2 Tom
O’Connor, who saw five of his
seven winners stop their oppo-
nents inside the distance.

Novice boxing details:

Flyweight — Spr Barrett (38 Engr
Regt) w-0; bantam — Kgn Brument (1
Kings) bt Pte Hillman (27 Regt RLC),
rsc 1; feather — LCpl Williams (1 Kings)
bt LBdr Jessiman (7 Para RHA), rsc 2;
light — Kgn Winnard (1 Kings) bt LCpl
McDermott (1 Kings), pts m; light
welter — LCpl Buckley (1 Kings) bt Spr
Crangle (38 Engr Regt), rsc 1; welter —
LCpl Cass (1 Kings) bt Gnr Tink (7 Para
RHA), pts u; light middle — Sig Bam-
brook (2 Sig Regt) bt Sig Kirkbride (2
Sig Regt), rsc 2; middle — Lt Smith (29
Regt RLC) bt Pte Harris (1 RRW), pts u;
heavy — Kgn Pentith (1 Kings) bt LCoH
Gardner (LG/RHG/D), rsc 1; super
heavy — LCpl Tedford (1 Kings) bt Rfn
Brooks (2 RGJ), rsc 2.
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SEVENS RUGBY

ABA BOXING FINALS

SIGNAL SUC

2 Sigs
try romp

THE 19th Touche Ross Army
sevens, played at Aldershot on
April 27, provided a fitting
climax to a very hard and
eventful season, writes Roger
Thompson.

The 16 finalists, who
emerged from 122 entries at
District level, included new-
comers KOSB and 2 Para, and
two minor units, the Postal and
Courier Depot RL.LC and 12
Arty Sup Sgn RLC from
Northern Ireland.

The opening leagues pro-
duced only one surprise, 1
RWF emerging from a season’s
self-imposed hibernation to
beat 7 Para RHA by 17 points
to 12. Both went through.

The draw for the knock-out
phases ensured the strong Sig-
nals regiments and the Welsh
contingents were kept apart.
Having overcome 7 RHA, by
12-5, 7 Sig Regt marched on to
meet 2 Signals from York in
the semi-final. Although 2 Sig-
nals always had a score in
hand, the blistering pace of Lt
Brian Johnson provided a con-
stant threat up to the whistle.
Final score: 2 Sig Regt 17, 7

Sig Regt 12.
The second semi-final, 1
RRW against 1 RWF, was

bound to be a thriller - Wales v

Triple

THREE more Army boxers
have registered their names on
the hallowed list of national
amateur champions.

Gdsm Kev Short (WQG) is
the new ABA welterweight
champion, Cpl Steve Burford
(REME) is the heavyweight
king, and young contender Spr
Danny Watts (RE Trg Regt)
has lifted the super-heavy-
weight crown in his first season
in Army and Combined Ser-
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Lt John Merritt scores the final 2 Signal Regiment try against the Royal Regiment of Wales

Wales — but, being from differ-
ent sides of the valley, effec-
tively continents apart.

The RRW played muscular,
thrusting rugby before moving
the ball to probe further for
gaps elsewhere in the middle,
while the RWF, with Cpl Stu
Thomas jinking at something
like his 1992 form, moved the
ball quickly to the wide outside
where they had genuine pace.

After a captivating match it
was 14 points each — a tie
broken only in extra time by a
runaway RRW try.

RRW, the holders, against 2
Sig Regt was a repeat of the
1993 final. The signallers from

York had clearly matured
under their wise old coach,
Russell Gainford.

Directly from the RRW kick-
off, SSgt Chalkie Atkins, in his
last Army rugby appearance,
burst between two would-be
tacklers and looked for sup-
port. As he sprinted towards
the posts for a superb individ-
ual try, support came more in
the nature of wishing him well
than as a physical presence.

Cpl Lee Denham ran tena-
ciously for his second try, while
Cpl Carl Richardson, the
Army track athlete, ran outside
the Welsh cover to score under
the posts.

champions

vices colours. All three won
unanimous points verdicts in
the national ABA finals at
Birmingham on May 4.

Short, who has gone from
strength to strength this
season, knocked England No 1
Mark Santini over in the first
round with a body shot, and
twice more in the third round
with punches to the head.

Burford made up for last
year’s disappointment in the

finals by cleverly outboxing
London’s Israel Ajose. Watts
eventually got on top to. beat
Mohammed Khamhkoer, a
Russian  student currently
boxing out of the Fitzroy
Lodge club while studying in
London.

Two Royal Air Force final-
ists, Darren Fox and Owen
Spensely, lost on points.

® Kings' triumph - Page 81

The signallers moved them-
selves into open spaces and
made the ball do the work as
the Welsh ran out of tacklers.
But RRW maintained a threat
through SSgt Chris Spowart
and Capt Simon Butt until the
latter, who had spear-headed
both attack and defence, sus-
tained an unfortunate injury.

Shortly afterwards Mark
Parr claimed a fourth try, and
the final score went to Lt John
Merritt — after a dazzling series
of side steps and an outrageous
dummy.

Cpl Steve Bartliff converted
three of the tries, one from
wide out.

The signallers ran out win-
ners by 31 points to nil.

Before the prize-giving, Gen
Sir Michael Wilkes, President
of the Army Rugby Union, pre-
sented Mr Ian Beer, President
of the Rugby Football Union,
with a cheque for £8,000 in aid
of his SPIRE appeal.

This brought the full Army
contribution to more than
£10,000 — a magnificent effort
by rugby players. Prizes were
presented by Ian Beer and Mr
David Dixon of Touche Ross
Management Consultants,
whose generous sponsorship
enabled such a grand competi-
tion to be played.



% 5 people plus your Volvo

% 5 return crossings
choose from two routes o
‘Harwich/Hook or Dover/Calais
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