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The Rover Concession purchase 
Wherever you are in the world, if you are considering a new car, Tax Free 
la export or UK% Paidfor use in Britain you could be on theway to 
awning a prestigious new Rover at well beluw UKList Price. There will 

arranged 0 Flexible finance - tailond to suit p (subject to status) 
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efficient mail order system. 
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NEWSLINE 
City honours the Fusiliers Army’s 

major 
role in 
France 
THE BRITISH Amy will 
have a malor role III the D-Day 
cornmemoratwe programme In 
Normandy. More than 2,500 
mops from the 3rd (United 
IGnedom) Divlsion are involved 

. 
L 41 

City of London as one of its prlvikged rigimente on April 29 to mark the silver jubllea of the RRFs 
formation. The Duke of Kent, CoioMi-in-Chlef of the regiment, took the salute 

Anglian micer 
kill-” in Bosnia 
CAPT Steven Wormald, a liai- 
son officer with the 2nd Battal- 
ion, The Royal Anglian 
Regiment, was killed on April 
29 when his Land Rover set off 
an anti-tank mine near Gomji 
Vakufat the start of Grapple 4. 

He is the fifth British soldier 
to die during the 18 months of 
Operational Grapple. He had 
just arrived with the 2 R 
Anglian battalion group to 
take over from the 1st Battal- 
ion, Coldstream Guards, which 
has returned to Germany at the 
end of its six-month tour. 

Another Royal Anglian and a 
Coldstreamer were ir$ned. 

Tension increased si@- 
candy following Bosnian Serb 
attacks on UN troops. 

Soldiers of A Company, 1st 
Battalion, The Duke of 
Well ion’s  Regiment, re- 
turned fire after being shot at 
twice during a foot paml 
inside the ceaseflre exclusion 
zone around G o d e .  

The eight-man pap01 was 
pursued by Bosnian Serb sol- 
diers and carried out a fighting 
Withdmwd m which thm 
Serbs were believed killed. 

A column of 48 vehicles with 
183 reinforcements from C 
Company was blocked by 
Bosnian Serb for four days 
until allowed to pass on May 4. 

The Dukes were accompe 
nied by Norwegian medical 
teams and French engineers as 
well as Royal Engineers, and 
are working alongside U h h -  
ian infantry. 

Only eight hours after arri 
ing they were visited by Gen 
Sir John Wiley, Britain’s Joist 
Commander of British Forces 
supporting United Nations 
operations in former Yuw- 
slavia. He stopped off during a 
two-dpy visit for talks at 
Zagreb, Split and Sarajevo. 

A Nordic battalion observa- 
tion post near Tuzla w e  
under artillery and mom@re, 
and when eight Danish Leop 
ard tanks moved up they were 
attacked by anti-tank missiks. 

The Danes tired 72 tank 
rounds during a two-hour 
clash, silendng the Serbs and 
reportedly ldlling nine. It WBS 
the most serious co&ontation 
so far between UN m o p s  and 
Serbian forces. 

UN troops came under fire 
seven times - six from Serb 
positions. British soldiers near 
Tram& used their mortars for 
the first time in reply to . .  
shelling. 

When 1 R Anglian took 
command on May 1 4  the ini- 
tial dispositions were Battalion 
HQ and one company of 2 R 
Anglian at Vitez, with two 
companies at Gomji Vakuf. 

Tactical HQ and A plus C 
Company of 1 DWR were at 
Goraade, with the remainder at 
Bugojno. No decision had 
been taken to extend their 
four-month tour to six months. 

C Squadron, The Light Dra- 
goons replaced A Sqn at 
Tomislavgrad, while D Sqn 
was at ZeDce with a UOOD at 
Maplaj. 

Tension off the Balkans 

- ,  

in organising services at five 
war cemeteries and carrying 
out a massed parachute drop. 

Services at Ranville, Her- 
manville, Douvres, Ryes and 
Bayeux are the responsibility of 
3 Para, 3 Div Signal Regiment 
I RWF, 47 Regiment RA and 
36 Engineer Regiment respec- 
tively. 

In addition, 3 Close Support 
Regiment RLC will organise 
the British veterans’ parade at 
Arromanches beach, and 100 
officer cadets from Normandy 
Company, RMA Sandhurst, 
will parade at an international 
ceremony, attended by heads 
of state, at Omaha beach. 

The huge military operation 
will involve the move of stores, 
vehicles and soldiers by logistic 
landing ships from 17 Port and 
Maritime Regiment RLC at 
Marchwood. 

Soldiers will be accommo- 
dated in four administrative 
bases and aboard two landing 
shios moored at Cam. An -* 
RLC-Expedmonary For 
Insutute canteen will also 
estabhshed. 

Scots DG 
bird group 

based Royal 
Guards  are am 
a conservation 
a top MOD 
second year ruruung. 

ed for their efforts in tumin 
acres of tangled 
shrubs, once a military 
area3 into a haven for 6 

The Silver Otter was awa 

. . .  ~ 

cnt species of bird 
va$ieties of plants 
flowers. The p u p  . . . .  

increased dramatically on May 
1 when the British frigate H M S  
Chatham, leading six Naw 
warships, was nearly rammed 
by one of two pawl boats 
accompanying a former Yugo- 
slav Navy fngate, manned by studying migration 
Serbs, which tried to intuvene 
when a tanker was $topped. 

linhed a bird-ringing ‘station <,:’:,+ , 

and bred and release 
barn owl chicks. 



If you're looking for an off-roader that's really 
proved itself, take a look at the new Mitsubishi 
Shogun. 

The Shogun's pedigree has been tested in the 
most gruelling rallies. lst, 2nd and 3rd in the 
Park-Cape Town Rally and winner of Africa's 
Atlas Rally. 

Now. the range IS more desirable than ever, 
with a choke of engines that includes the 
powerful new 3.5 litre V6  24 valve petrol and 
2.8 litre turbo diesel. 

Super Select 4WD, alloy wheels, electrlc 
wlndows, electrically heated and adjustable door 
mirrors, cruise control and central locklng are all 
fitted as standard. 

And it's even covered by a 3-year 100,000 
kilometre warranty, a 6-year anti-corrosion 
perforation guarantee and a 3-year Pan-European 
breakdown and recovery service. 

The new Mitsublshi Shogun. On earth. gravel, 
mountain track, or even the Nng's Road, there's 
nothing quite like it. 

I 
I 

_________...-___________________________..-.-------------------.-.-.--------------..-~..-----------------..-------~~-- 

The new Mftsublshl Shwun Ran- wfth a 3-year 100,OOH kfkwmetre Warran& S w m  
and &year antl-wmwslon perhratkn guarantea. 
please s e d  me hdl Infomatlon on the Mitsubishl Shogun range 

Postcode 

Resent car (make) 
Send to Export Department 

U.K - The C h i t  Car Company Umlted. Watemwr, Clmncsstw, olos OL7 1 LF. Tel 0285 ----77 
Germany ~ The Colt Car Company Umited. 41374. Wman Tel 01 0 492 163 7036 
Falkland islands - Stanley Services Urnitad. Port Stanley. Tel. 010 800 22822 
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(Performance pay 'rubbished' 
PERFORMANCE related pay 
lor the Forces was descr bed as 
"a load 01 absolute rdobsn' n 
the House of Lords. 

The phrase was used by 
opposition c h i t  defence 
spokesman Lord Willjams of 
Ehrel. who said that until more 
details were available on how 
the matter was to be examined 
We shah continue to take the 
very hostile view that we have'. 

Aim of the proposal, suggest- 
ed Lord Campoel of Croy. was 
to recognise tne past achieve- 
ments and experience of those 
who could not expect further 
promotion, such as warrant offi- 
cers. 

Lord Dean of 8esw-cn said it 
was right that men and women 
now takng on increas.ng 
responsibility because of the 
reduction in the Armed Forces 

'Is # not at least arguable.' . said Lord Hailsham. the former 

Should be better rewarded. 

Lord Chancellor, 
"that petforman- 
ce related pay 
would be incon- 
sistent with the 
general ethos to 
be attached to a 
uniformed and 
disciplined Ser- 
vice?" 

A ary of def8tlCS 
toplcs from Westmlnster 

Defence Under-Secretary Lord 
Cranborne said the matter was 
being examined independently 
by the Armed Forces Pay Review 
Body and Senior Salaries Re- 
view Body and the Government 
was keeping an open mind. 

e . .  
Mr Peter Hardy asked the 

Prime Minister if he will now 
reconsider the question of the 
award of campaign medals for 
those involved in the invasion of 
Europe in 1944 and in the bomb- 
ing campaign over mainland 
E u r m  from 1940 onwards. 

In 'wriiten' 
answer Mr 
Major replied 
that Kihg 
George VI had 
approved the 
France and Ger- 
many Star f i r  all 
wbo.fook part,in 
the Normandy 

invasion and subswent opera- 
tions in mrth we$ Europe; and 
the Air Crew Europe Star for 
those in operations over Europe 
upto June5 1944,providedthey 
qualified for the 1'939-45 Star. 

e . .  
This column was' itself the 

subject of a Commons written 
question when Shadow Defence 
Minister Dr David Clark asked 
the Secretary of State What 
information the new parliamsn- 
tary column in SOLDIER maga- 
zine will include". 

Armed Forces Minister 

Jeremy Haniey replied that 
column contained a brief digest 
of defence matters considered 
by the editor to be of interest to 
his readership. 

"The column will reflect infor- 
mation which affects Army per- 
sonnel, their dependants, and 
the ex-Service community." 

e . .  
The police report on alleged 

war crimes in the Falklands was 
delivered to the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service on March 29. the 
LordChancellor told the Lords. 

Any decision to take the 
matter funher would be made by 
the Director of Public Prosecu- 
tions in consultation with the 
Attorney-General. 

e . .  
On March 1 1994. member- 

ship of the Army's long-term 
reserve was 104,722. MPs were 
told. 

Welsh 
goats 
go on 
parade 
THREE VIGs (Very Impor- 
tant Goats) took part in a 
never-to-be repeated occasion 
at Maindy Barracks,CardiiT. 

The volunteer soldiers of the 
2nd Battalion, The Royal Reg- 
iment of Wales were on parade 
to say a formal goodbye to 
Dewi V, their mascot, who, 
along with his keeper, Goat 
Major Sgt C o h  Pryce, was 
returning to ciwy street. 

Also on parade were Tatfy 
N of the regiment's 1st Battal- 
ion and Shenkin I, new mascot 
of the 2nd Battalion. 

Dewi V was also the mascot 
of the 3rd Battalion, now amal- 
gamated with the 4th Battalion 
to form the new 2nd Battalion. 
In a previous existence - as 
Sospan I11 -Sbenkin I was the 
mascot of the 4th Battalion. 

Rangers killed 
PTES Glen McGowan, 
Rodney Tosh and William 
Salters of the 5th Battalion, 
The Royal Irish Regiment, 
died and five others were 
injured in a fire at their bar- 
racks in Magherafelt, CO Lan- 
donderry, on April 30. 

Nunshigum veterans remember 

Heroism 50 years ago In Buna  was n w m  at BovlnWn when Burma umpaign y.MM. RoDM( 
Gnendala, Arthur Frwr  and Rkhard Tww attended the Royal Swu Dragoon Guud. (CanMnkm and 
Greys) wmmemolgtlon ot the Battle of Nunshlgum, at whlch B Squadron, 3rd C a W n W  retook a 
streteglc hlll new Imphai. Tank commanders had to expow their heads and shouid.re bacaw. ot the 
steep Incline, and wwe plcked off one by one as they Rred thelr pistols 

Gurkhas to stay 
THE GURKHAS will continue to se&e in the British Army after 
the withdrawal from Hong Kong in 1997, said Defence Secretary, 
Malcolm Riniind in Nepal. During his recent visit be saw a pro- 
gramme being implemented to resenle and train Gurkhas made 
redundant in the Defence cuts. 

He also paid uibute to dozens of Gurkha Second World War vet- 
erans receiving pensions at the Gurkha Welfare Centre in West 
Nepal. Mr Rikind met ex-Rifleman Bhanbahakta Gurung, who 
won the Victoria Cross in Burma in 1944, one of seven holders of 
the VC still living in the hills of Nepal. 

To rs teams 
MORE than 400 teams were 
due to participate in the 35th 
Ten Tors expedition which 
began on May 14. 

About 2,400 young people 
entered the annual event and 
faced the rigours of two days 
on Damnoor. The Ten Tors is 
organised by staff from Head- 
quarters 43 (Wessex) Brigade 
based at Exeter. 
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The Singlepoint Combat Sight SP260 is bacl 
Since its inception in the early 70s, 'The Both Eyes 
Open' red dot system has been copied but not 
equalled. 
Singlepoint remain THE sight for the shooter looking 
for speed to add to accuracy - if you'd like further 
information then just send us a 
S.A.E. marked Singlepoint 
and we'll happily 
send you 
details - 

The SP260 is 
now available for 

immediate delivery 
from the exclusive 

distributors at an 
introductory price of 

f69.95. 

BAlTLE ORDERS LTD 
DEPT SD, 71A EASTBOURNE ROAD, LOWER WILLINGDON, EASTBOURht I EAST SUSSEX EN20 9NR TEL 0323 4851821437309 (FAX 487309) 

YOUR MOST EXCITING POSTING 
THIS YEAR! 
BCBY NEW ADKNlURE 
MILITARY CAlAlDGUE 
body for inspenion: more thnn 3W items of 
pmfsrsionol dothing nnd equipment (most 
NATO npproved), nII illustrated ond dercribed in 
our FREE24-pngecolourcntnlogueOUT NOW. 

thegenuineSdSSmotk.0PMondather 
IR- proof clothing, survivnl kik nnd tools. 
cookinglfirelighting nids, webbing, innovative 
bigens, knives ond much, much more. 

Mony exclusive ond hnrd-to-find lines, including 

M&:tdWr life more prncticol 
ond mrdottoble. no mmer how tough the 
conditions. Clipthe coupon or ring todoy. 

I*nl*ATID*"L L r n  

5.D.Golding Tailor: .. Lfd. ... .... . .  

- Tailors by appointment to: - 
The Househo ld  Cavalry. 

l s t  The Queen's Dragoon Guards. 
The Queen's Own Hussars. 

Royal  Tank Regiment.  
Corps o f  Royal Engineers. 

Royal Corps of Signals. 
The Prince of Wales's Own Reg iment  o f  Yorkshire. 

The Royal  I r ish Regiment.  
The Queen's Lancashire Regiment.  

The Duke  of Wel l ington's Regiment.  
The Royal Reg iment  o f  Wales. 

The Worcestersh i re  a n d  S h e r w o o d  Foresters. 
Princess o f  Wales's Royal Regiment.  

The Duke of Edinburgh's Royal  Regiment.  
The  L igh t  Infantry. 

7 t h  Duke of Edinburgh's Own Gurkha Rifles. 
The A r m y  Air  Corps. 

The Royal A r m y  Chaplain's Depar tment .  
The Royal Logist ic Corps. 

Royal A r m y  Med ica l  Corps. 
Corps o f  Royal Electrical a n d  Mechanica l  Engineers. 

The Ad ju tan t  General's Corps. 
Royal A r m y  Veter inary Corps. 

Smal l  A r m s  School  Corps. 
Royal A r m y  Dental  Corps. 

Intel l igence Corps. 
A r m y  Physical T ra in ing  Corps. 

The Berkshire Yeomanry.  
The Inns of Court a n d  Ci ty  Yeomanry.  

Royal Gloucestershire Hussars. 
The Wessex Regiment .  05 

~ermnsi ~ e ~ ~ s , o n  01 MC Goldlng 

our IDsClal la$, %ewY(ce IS available a, "0 e.,ra char98 

kxclurlvely cut and fallored ~n our own workrooms by experienced craftsmen. under the 

We ofler fop 4Uallly I e N l C B  U m W  the llnesl Bararhes and Supedne ms!enab. wlth 
competilive pme8 and credit. 

nlnlsture medals, Sam Blowne belts. spurs, George boats. Mess well~ngfrrn~ and k k k ~  
We C B V  alsc SUPP<Y milhlary he>, blazer hadqer. hariqer (11 r a n i  Marirlla shr i ,  

".,__ 

Our Representative will call at your 
request. Ring (0727) 841321 - 

Fox (0727) 831462 or write far details to: 
220 Hatfield Road, St Albanr, H e r t s  ALl 4LW 

Name .................................................................. 
Address. .............................................................. 

................................................ Tel I ...................... 
I P i e a r e  S ta te  your p a r t i c u l a r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  below: 
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Sapper - -  
on line 
A CLASS 47 lmmotive was 
named 'Tne Sapper' at Strat. 
Iorodpon-Avon in recognition 
ot HO Engineer Resobrces, 
Centra. Engineencg Park, Long 
Marston. Roya. Engineers, who 
have had the Freeaom 01 lhe 
town for 35 yews, are respon- 
SiDle for 19 miles of track at the 
sores depot and ra'way lines 
within Bntish Forces lnstalla- 
tions in Germany. 

0 . 0  

Meoics from B rmingham- 
Dased 202 (Midlands) Genera 
Hospltal RAMC(V) pJSh0d a 
Royal Marines unn into second 
place to win tne overall team 
trophy 'n a twoday, 50-mile 
march at RAF Swanmn MOrley 
in Norfol~. 

0 . 0  

Fobr veteran 25pounder 
field guns saved lmm the 
scrapmap boomed out over 
Cardin to celebrate the oirth. 
day of the Omen on April 21 
when TA gunners of C (Glam- 
organ Yeomanry) Troop. 211 
(Soulh Wales) Battery Roya 
Artillery (Voldnleers) f irm a 21 - 
gLn salute. 

0 . .  

Proceeds trom tne Iona open 
aay at the Support Weapons 
Wing. Netheravon. will oe 
donaled 10 help bbild a new vil- 
lage hall at F,ghefdean ano 
swell the Netneravon Church 
Roof FJnd. The farewell ges. 
lure marks a close relationship 
s m e  1904 The Wing is due to 
move to Warminster nen April. 

Ikr, 
LCPI h i n y  Weir, CPI AIKW win, d ' c o i i n  k K e n M ,  Ctn John Kaegan, Ctn G m  kciusky and pte 
Carolina Welsh, who m m  Involved in tha clean-up at Abingdon 

Pudding on a good show Troops in 
clean-up 
campaign 
BOMB squad soldiers f rom 
721 Squadron, 11 Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Regiment 
RLC used "Wheelbarrow" - 
the remote-controlled bomb 
disposal device - to help fill 
two sldps ofrubbish taken kom 
a Hereford brook during 
National Spring Cleaning 
Week. 

Several tons o f  rubbish dog- 
ging hedgerows and ditches 
mund Dalton Barracks, Abing- 
don, were removed b y  3 and 4 
Regiments RLC. 

Training areas near Alder- 
shot and Church Crookham 
were spruced up by more than 
300 soldiers from the 1st and 
3rd Battalions, The  Parachute 
Regiment; the 7th Battalion, 
7 th Duke of Edinburgh's Own 
Gurkha M e s ;  and 5 Airborne 
Brigade Logistic Battalion who 
spent two days clearing up 
rubbish. 

RS window unveiled Prlnce of Wales's Own Reglment of 
Vorkahtre Woluniears) cooked UD a 
reclp for success a commfiion A S T A I N E D  glass window dedicated to  the 1st Battalion, 
hdd In Tha winning loam In The  Royal Scots, was unveiled in the ancient Canongate 
Exarclsa Grebe Grey, the HQ Enstarn 
Dlstrlct's Twrltorlal A,,,,y Kirk, Edinburgh, during a series of visits in the regiment's 
coakery and sk~lls event wLI* recruiting area. Soldiers o f  C Company, led b y  the Pipes and 
(top to bowom) at Shaun Mershali, h s  and the Lowland Band, were given a rousing reception 
Cpl Davld Houghton, LCpls Kevin when they marched through Haddington, Musselburgh, 
Lefley and Tommy nought Penicuik, Linlithgow and Peebles. 
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IT'S ALL 
BEAUTIFULLY 

The new Renault Lagunais 
a car which from concept 
to production has indeed 
worked out beautifully. 

'"''-h its bold distinctive 

valve diesel give high levels 
ofdrivingeaseandpleasure. 
Four levels of equipment 
offer a range rarely found 
in this class of cw - power 

:rior styling, sophis- assisted steering, side 
ted comfort and impact bars and seat belt 
ertly designed 2nd: are-tensioners, remote 

I 

well equipped interior, 
together with a high 
standard of safety, security 
andmanufacturing quality, 
the new Laguna combines 
style and practicality in a 5 
door saloon. 
A choice of four engines 
including a 1.8 lim and 2.0 
litre petrol, a powcrful 

control central locking, 
engine immobiliser and 
electric front windows arc 
standard across the range. 
ABSanddrivers sideairbag 
are available on all models 

For more information on 
the new Renault Laguna or 
any other vehicle in the 
Renault range,  lease 

TO ORDER, TELEPHONE 0202 670581, QUOTE ISBN AND ORDER CODE AA11, OR WRITE TO. Cassell PlC, Stanley House, 3 
Fleets Lane. bole, Dorset, EH13 3AJ P&P: ORDER (UK) TO €25 = f2.50; €25 - €75 = f5.00; .€75 plus = FREE. ~ ~ 1 1  



ment announcement on the futureoftheoriginal bridge-replaced 
recenUy by a wider version -to be made after the 50th anniver- 
sary commemorations. See Pages 52-53. 

F i tPg occasion 1 

Receiving a fining tor his new Ro) 
Gmham Yanders, who commands 
Berlin. Attaching the ornate hr&+ I 

German tailors employe6 in t 
It will close in September as 

Sop# mess M is Capt 
al Resources section in 

Ir_ ".".."" .I Herr Klm,  one of WO 
>Tailor Shop at Alexander Barracks. 
the Berlin drawdown. 

I Tim aoes Dutch I 

I gunners-he knew pre- 
cisely what to do. He I moved to Holland and 
se? up the Wings of 
Freedom' Museum in 

c 

Normandy veterans Rlohard Todd and John H m r d  
exchanged memones at Aldershot when they met to open a D- 
Day exhibition in the Airtmme Forces Museum. M 4  Howard led 
the glider-borne Ox and Bucks Light Infantry which captured 
Pegasus Bridge, while Lt Tcdd was with 7 Parachute Battalion 
which relieved Mai Howard's force. Both await a French Govern- 

+I isby of Defence medical staff in aigcal * W. Fwr of the team. which will be 



Tears as Italy 
veterans return 
VETERANS of the Italian campaign paid 
emotional visits to Second World War battle- 
fields, monuments and war graves in a 15-day, 
50th anniversary tour. 

The pilgrimage was organised by the Italy 
Star Association 1943-1945. 

A special honour was accorded the veterans 
on April 23 when the people of cervia brought 
forward the fiesta marking their liberndon date 
to coincide with the visit, which included a 
tour of the town’s monuments and a wreath- 
laying ceremony at the naval memorial. 

First major engagement on the pilgrimage 
was at Anzio, where a reception by the mayors 
of Nettuno and Anzio included plaque 
exchanges and the presentation of a medallion 
to every veteran. The new museum was also on 
the itinerary and wreaths were laid at the war 
and beach-head cemeteries as well as at the 
Gnrdon Highlanders’ Stone. 

Moving down to Terracina, the party visited 
the Commonweath War Graves sites at Caser- 
ta, Salemo and Cassino, where wreaths and 
personal tributes were laid at all Crosses of 
Sacrifice before the hills of “blessed memory’’ 
were traversed once more. 

Association national chairman Mr Maurice 
Cheadle commented: “The Sangrn site must 
be one of the most outstanding of settings for 

remembrance. The cross stands high and the 
headstones descend gently in semed rows. 

“Here much emotion was shown, including, 
I must admit, by myself. It was peace personi- 
fied. We will remember.” 

Montechio and G r a b  were new cemeter- 
ies on the i themy and the veterans cpued at 
Coriano Ridge before pmeeding to their 
headquarters at Cervia. 

A Saturday parade mduded 98 veterans of 
the association, an Italien naval contingent and 
50 children who correspond with IWO London 
schools. The sound of the pipes drew crowds. 

After various wreath-law, Mr Cheadle 
joined the mayor and town dignitaries on a 
stage to address a packed public square. 

Mr Cheadle hopes to arrange a further tour 
soon to cover Italy’s northern war graves. 
Those wishing to join the Italy Star Association 
should contact the national se-. Mr G 
Swain, 76 Manor Road, New Miltoni Hants 
BH25 5EN (tel: 0425 614884). 

0 The association has been k t e d  up to 30 
places on the “Hampshire Remembers D- 
Day” parade at Nedey, near Southampton, on 
May 27 in recognition of the role of its veterans 
in the early occupation of Europe, through 
Sicily and the Italian mainland, as well as in 
southern France. 

II 

Musical 
salut 
m n  NO right of 
criticised in several national 
newspapers and on radio 
recently for being disrespectful 
to D-Day veterans because of 
my one-man Glen Miller act. 

When this act entertained 
Government personnel on 
April 14 and three days later 
starred at London’s Teddy 
Bear Show at Fairlield Hall, 
Croydon, there was nothing 
but praise. 

On Sunday June 5, I shall be 
Celebrating at Newhaven Fort. 
A mmbonist for 30 years, I 
shall be celebrating the music 
of Glen Miller and Tommy 
Dorsey. 

Most important of all, I shall 
be celebrating the reason why 
those D-Day Servicemen died. 

If we don’t celebrate the 
reason why they died, then 
they died in vain. - Peter 
uFata” Baxter (ex-Service- 
man), Hove, E Susses. 
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The other D-Day Dodgers 
AN RASC platoon, we were 
under canvas near Southamp- 
ton, kid-callow but enthusias- 
tic at sharing history’s 
momentous pageant. 

We drove 3-1011 Bedfords 
laden with materials of inva- 
sion and envied the lads on the 
invasion craft. 

We would be with them. AU 

right, then, behind them. 
We? There was “Shiner”, 

who did just that at the dance 
at Nether Wallop village ball; 
“Poole”, who boasted his town 
had the largest enclosed piece 
of water in the country; ex- 
circus lad big Jonesey who had 
a “do” with a Yank. . .  

The names of successive 

exercises had appeared on our 
transport work tickets. Now it 
was EXERCISE OVER- 
LORD. 

We were going over? No? 
OK, so we’re not kt-team 
stuff; but our h e  wiU come. 

It did. But Normandy via 
Gourock? Is the Channel too 
full, or is it to fox Jeny? 

“Schnozzle”, the barrack- 
room know-all, laughed and 
said: “Typical bloody Army. 
We don’t know where we’re 
going ’till we get there.” 

He stopped laughing when 
we hit Burma. - Dr Lewia 
Corina (ex-T114418460 
Driver RASC), Runcorn, 
Cheshire. 

DURING 1944 there were 
battles in other countries 
which were just as significant 
as the Normandy landings in 
their respective theatres of war. 

However, their 50th 
anniversaries are being accord- 
ed little public attention in this 
country. For example, in Italy 
in May, Monte Cassino was 
captured after much bard 
fighting, with Rome being 
taken on June 4. 

Between March and July the 
Fourteenth Army was engaged 
in the ImphalKohima cam- 
paign in Norrh-East India 
which was the turning-point of 
the war in Burma. 

The Japanese planned to 
capture Imphal together with 
all the men, equipment and 
stores which bad been pre- 
positioned there for the 
planned re-conquest of Burma. 
Also they intended to install a 
puppet regime in Bengal. 

Fortunately, the Japanese 
surrnnnding Kohima were 
beaten, with their final strong- 
hold being captured on June 4. 
The advance south to Imphal 
began on June 6. Imphal was 
relieved on June 22, although 
thefightinglasteduntilJuly 18. 
- Nigel L Rylatt, Hudders- 
5eld, W York. 

0 In marking the 0-Day anniver- 
sary. SOLDIER, in common with 
others, is raflmting the official 
international commemoration of 
the stan of the Liberation of 
Europe. This magazine is also 
taking the opponunify where 
appropriate to remember the 5Gth 
annlvemrias of other events 
around the world (EQ Cassino, 
May 16 issue). Mr Rylat’s leftar is 
a welcome contribution. - Edfior 

ING how Fus Jeffer- 
%n won rhe VC by-tinng 

PL9T in Iralv in .May 

A sad endmg for such a 
aw man. - W FOX, 
etalee, CO Ddtam. 

I 
THANKS FOR ALL 
THE LETTERS 
ONCE agam readers of SOL 
DIER have come up trumps, 
this time with replies to my 
query on phonetic alphabets 
(Letters, F e h w  2). 

I have received 22 replies, so 
far, including one from New 
York and one fmm Monueal, 
plus a phone call from Innis- 
fail, Queensland here in Aus- 
tralia. 

The caller wus formerly a 
bandsman in the Royal Corps 
of SignaIs Band in the UK, 
who after coming to Australia, 
ioined the Rnyal Australian Air 

source for information on mili- 
taria. - G C H e ,  Sea- 
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From my mnal search for 
three phonetic alphabets my 
mail fmm SOLDIER readers 
has produced 13! Thank you 
one and all. 

In 1987 I asked for informa- 
don on an Army cap badge I 
had purchased and received 62 
replies from far and wide iden- 
tiw the badge as belonging 
to the Guards Machine Gun 
Regiment. 

The Leners seaion of your 
magazine is certainly an ideal 



1 FOR FAMILIES 
War Densions e 

agency pledges ready for 
drawdown 

FOR MANY people, their 
memories of the Royal 
British Legion are jogged 
once a year when they see 
a poppy-seller with a tray, 
writes Phi1 WIIcox. 

Or by the moving sight of 
thousands of poppies 
descending silently from 
the roof of the Royal Albert 
Hall during the annual Fes- 
tival of Remembrance. 

But for the rest of the 
year, the RBL and its tire- 
less officers carry on 
behind the scenes with the 
vital dual functions of wel- 
fare and fund-raising. 

One such officer is 
former Scots Guard John 
Whiteley, recently appoint- 
ed as the Legion's first 
county field officer (CFO) in 
Surrey under its restructur- 
ing plan. 

He and his 35 fellow 
CFOs - who among them 
cover the whole of England 
and Wales - are the first 
non-volunteers in the 
RBLs history to be taken 
on at county level. 

Some larger counties are 
covered by more than one 
CFO. 

dier's widow can visit her 
husbands grave and the 
battlefield. 

Each RBL branch has its 
own secretary, backed by a 
committee, primed with 
contacts such as Citizens' 
Advice Bureaux and Age 
Concern. 

But they, like John 
Whiteley. are well aware 
that 'Welfare is not just 
about giving money out. it is 
about visiting people". 

And what about those 
poppies? 

"Most people in this 
country have no concept of 
what the poppy money is 
spent on," he said. 

"They think the Legion is 
chiefly bound up in the First 
and Second World Wars. In 
fact 1968 is the only year 
since the Second World 
War that a soldier has not 
been killed on active ser- 
vice. 

"The vast majority of 
funds (including a propor- 
tion of each membership 
affiliation fee) is spent on 
women dependants who 
outlive their husbands and 
are not receiving benefit 
payments. but need a litt 
additional help." 

The organisation wa 
founded in 1921 because a 
'forgotten army" had come 
back from the war to find no 
jobs. 

"Now, with Options, it is 
happening again on a 
smaller scale. It is not only 
the old and bold we are 
aiming to help. It is the 
average 22-year-old sol- 
diers, not all of whom are 

tray of poppies better service 
AN AGENCY which wants 
empty homes in the UK to 
be used for homeless fami- 
lies has drawn attention to 
thousands of unoccupied 
married quarters. 

At the launch of a 
research paper, the Empty 
Homes Agency claimed the 
MOD was the government 
department with the largest 
number of unused houses. 

The agency was set up to 
suggest ways that these 
homes might be brought 
back into use for the 
142.000 families who are 
registered homeless. 

The MOD plans to hand 
over the MO estate to an 
independent housing trust 
in the next 12 months and 
one of the trust's first tasks 
will be to consider the use 
of the empty homes. 

But a study by Judy Dug- 

ing, published last year by 
the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation, showed that 
thesituation is not as seri- 
ous as the agency's report 
implies. 

"Many of the empty mar- 
ried quarters have already 
been designated surplus to 
requirements and are for 
sale."she said. "Others are 
in a repair and refurbish- 
ment programme which will 
be one of the housing 
trust's first priorities. 

'"The vast majority of 
empty homes are those 
held ready for incoming 
families who are on the 
move with a new posting, 
many returning from Ger- 
many. 

"There was considerable 
criticism of the MOD for 
allowing these properties to 
stand empty for long per- 
iods but with the establish- 
ment of the housing trust 
fhe turn-around time for 
repairs and malntenanoe 
should improve and any 
properties surplus to 
requirements be disposed 
of quickly." 

0 In reply to a Commons 
question on Aptil 12, 
Armed Forces Minister 
Jemmy Hanley said that as 
at December 31, 1993 the 
MOD owned 10,108 vacant 
married quarters and 151 
vacant MOD houses. 

In addition, 1,468 vacant 
married quarters were in 
the process of being sold. 

"The majority of the 
vacant married quarters 
were either undergoing or 
awaiting major works or 
modernisation, held for unit 
deployments. or already 
allocated to Service fami- 
lies who were due to move 
in shortly.'' 

He added that the MOD 
sold 2,000 MOs last year 
and intended to sell anoth- 
er 5,000 during the next five 
years. 

Young benefits 
THERE isn't always a job 
available for school 
leavers, which makes a 
new Benefits Agency book- 
let particularly valuable to 
youngsters. 

Young people's guide to 
Social Security (FB 23) will 
also be of interest to full- 
time students. :+. ? . , 

'~ 15 
.. , .~ 

MORE THAN 40 ex-Ser- 
vicemen's organisations 
attended the launch in April 
of the War Pensions 
Agency. Guest of honour 
was the Dukeof Edinburgh. 

According to chief execu- 
tive Peter Mathison, 
agency status will give him 
and his staff 'The ability to 
concentrate on why we are 
here - to serve war pen- 
sioners". 

He said: "It gives us the 
freedom to decide the best 
way to meet this responsi- 
bility and gives a direct link 
with Ministers." 

And Peter Liliey, Secre- 
tary of State for Social 
Security. said war pnsion- 
ers could expect a bener 
quality of service, built 
upon the improvements 

delivered by the former 
War Pensions Directorate. 

He identified significant 
improvements under 
agency status: faster hand- 
ling of claims, a more per- 
sonal approach and better 
communications. 

The War Pensions 
Agency employs 1,700 
staff, most of whom are 
based at Fylde in Lan- 
cashire to deal with admin- 

going to get jobs at first. 
and who don't necessarily 
turn to the Legion initially." 

If Mr Whiteley had his 
way, everyone leaving the 
Services would be given a 
year's free membership of 
the RBL to give them an 
idea of what it is about. 

"I am 56 years old, which 
is quite young in Legion 
terms,'he said. 

"But I feel it is vital that 
we should get younger 
people to come forward 
and organise aspects such 
as the poppy appeal and 
collection. 

"Thevast majority of RBL 
members join to be a 
member of their club as 
well as their branch. I see 
my job as recruiting more 
fund-raisers. collectors and 
welfare workers from the 
former," he explained. 

John has been busily 
engaged at "poppy parties", 
thanking collectors for their 
good work before - in the 
best military terms - 
preparing for the "big push" 
later in the year. 

The CFO system is still 
evolving, he said, but he 
feels that he and his col- 
leagues - the vast majority 
of whom are ex-Service, 
ranging in age from 38 to 
56 and previously holding 
ranks from sergeant major 
to colonel or group captain 
- will now provide the 
advantage of an obvious 
link for branch secretaries 
to contact. 

Now he plans to arrange 
more county-run events in 
the Surrey area (where 
there are 94 branches, 40 
clubs and more than 
20,000 members) and get 

the bigger businesses in 
the county involved in 
covenanting and similar 
money-raising schemes. 

He is finding the '?rail- 
blazing" job of a CFO very 
stimulating and admits that, 
after the hurly-burly af 
industry, it is quite pleasant 
to be involved in the chari- 
table side of life. 

One recent example of 
how the job can be worth- 
while sprang to mind. 

"A wife with three chil- 
dren had been abandoned 
by her husband, leaving 
her living on benefit in 
rented accommodation. 
We got a new fridge for her. 

"She wrote a lovely letter 
of thanks, offering help with 
any of the RBrs activities." 

Guess who has just been 
added to this year's "legion" 
of collectors? 

welfare work within the 
county for ex-Servicemen 
and dependants, and to 
assist the large network of 
volunteers who undertake 
the annual poppy appeal. 

All the chairmen of the 
counties have a say in the 
officers' appointments, and 
the CFOs have no authori- 
ty, apart from clearance to 
write cheques for up to 
f350 for deserving cases 
who can show genuine 
need. 

These can range from 
widows or widowers of Ser- 
vice personnel to ex-Ser- 
vicemen and women (who 
have served a minimum of 
seven days in the Forces) 
and their dependants. 
including children up to 17 
years of age. 

Or beyond that if they 
have special reasons, such 
as disability. 

Among its numerous ser- 
vices, the RBL can also set 
up Government-subsidised 
pilgrimages to, for exam- 
ple, Anzio, where a sol- 

istration and payment of 
claims. 

The remainder, about 
450. are involved with the 
Welfare Service, llford Park 
Polish Home, and the com- 
puter and personnel sec- 
tions. 

Contact the War Pen- 
sions Agency on 0253 
858858. 

SERVICE KIDS 
JOIN FORCES 

dale into ex-Service hous- 

"Previously, things were 
administered at area 
(regional) level: the East- 
leigh branch, for example, 
being responsible for Kent, 
Surrey, Hampshire, the Isle 
of Wight, Sussex and Berk- 
shire. 

"NOW, they look after the 
Legion's clubs and we work 
in concert with them." said 
Mr Whiteley. 

Main responsibility of 
each CFO is to co-ordinate 

INCREDIBLY Bad People 
beware, Naafi's Small 
Force is out to get you1 

Three specially-commis- 
sioned cartoon characters 
- TT (who turns into a 
tank). Dek (an aircran carri- 
er) and Jet (a fighter plane) 
- lead the Force, a new 
club for Service children 
launched by Naafi. 

Membership packs of 
badges, pencils and other 
goodies, plus a monthly 
magazine full of pop and 
video game updates. com- 
petitions, jokes. letters. and 
giveaways are all part of 
the fun for children who 
join the club. 

Naafi shops have the 
details. 

..y.wG 
of 50 years dr'4W 
two years of completing a 
pensionable engagement. 
People who qualify may get 
an advance on their gratu- 
ity of up to f5,000 towards 
the cost of buying a house. 

The scheme finishes on 
September 30 but redun- 
dees will be able to submit 
claims until March of next 

by the European Social year provided that they 
Fund, will involvetraining in kind of study. It's always campaign to ' heighten notity their unit admin 
general, transportor leisure worth asking if there are awareness. They have a omces before September 
management, all said to be of their intention to do SO. 
areas with good career to which you are returning. into anything trendy that AFAB Information sheet 
prospects. 

The really good news is 
that these aren't the only 
courses which are free. 

. ,.Others. designed specifi- 
;;.@@iy by the university for 
:,.#&e made redundant 

own, include Women Into 
work - open to unem- 
ployed women. All are EC- 
funded. 

In a recent edition of 
Counterpoinf on BFBS. 
Sue Bagwell from the uni- 
versity described the 
campus as a lively place full 
of people from all walks of 
life and of all aaes. If You're 

similar courses in the area new logo but haven't given 

.i , through no fault of their 

MEN and women who have 
losttheirjobsor face redun- 
dancy as e resun of cut- 
backs n tne oefence or 
Defence relate0 naLstrles 
have oeen given a ser es of 
15 weed management 
courses aDsolLtely free by 
me University of Nonn 
-onoon 

The CoLrses sLpponed 

Help yourself 
to free course 
at university '"-FREE L C A '  S IN Ff 

i r---- How would YOY W e  pur  lbyofal Aa P mid-enpmnd two- (except Starlet). Rut then h y o f a s  have alwnys taken 
water, ss B 4 li 4 off-roader, B whispering saloon 01 estate. itandard equipment t o  n e r  standards. And while they've 
or an eight s e a f ~ i  people c-er? taken value to  a "e" high. they've faken depmeiafion to a 

Toyota have a wider mnge of vehicles than any other n e w i ~ w .  
manufacturer in th' UK. They've also taken mliahilily way ahead. Thrt'a why 

And with B bigger researeh and development budget than every me comes -7th B 3~yeariW.WO-mile manufactunis 
warranty. 
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anybody eke. every Toyota IS the car in front. 

i d equipment on Toyolar. as i s  power steering theToyoLarangeandtax-freedeals. 

there's no fuming hack. 

-. 
will date in a few years 
time. The letters and the a . .  

Founded In 1938 to help crown are still there but the 
the war effort on the home impression is rather soner. 
front. the Women's Royal Did you know that one in 
Voluntary Service grew to ten of their members are 
be the UKs largest VOIUn- men - or that more men 
tary organisation. than women joined last 

These days the WRVS year? Neither did I. 
works with local community a . .  

A very good factsheet is 
available from the Army 
Families Advice Bureau. It 
deals with house owner- 
ship and highlights two 
important schemes. 

First, the Advance of Pay 
For Assisted House Pi',- 

1 112A has more details. 
The Services Home Sav- 

ings Scheme was intro- 
duced in 1993. Service 
people over the age of 18 
who do not already own a 
house are able to open a 
savings account. 

Providing they save a 
fixed sum for at least five 
years and use the money to 
buy a house, the MOD will 
contribute E1 tax free for 
every E4 of their savings 
and interest. 

Savers must be at least 
25 years of age before this 
allowance can be claimed. 

........ -1.. /1 

services, hospitals and 
emergency services. They 
provide meals-on-wheels. 
family centres, books-on- 
wheels, hospital shops and 
canteens, toy libraries and 
many other things. 

They are also familiar to 
the Service communitv. 

THE CAR IN FRONT IS A m T O Y O T A  
. - ~ ~  ~ 

likely to be re th ing io  the ~ K i te Buchanan talked on chase Scheme for those Contact Cari at BFBS. I UK you might consider this Counterpoint about their who have reached the age BFP0786orc/oSOLDIER. 14 



After the battles, I 
a classic history 

‘a special breed’ 
leaves a soldier, but at least the 
tempered warrior has some 
idea of what can be ewEted. 

ONE OF the e x t r a o r d i i  
t b i n g s  about Banaliott is that 
this classic infantryman’s view 
of war should have been out of 
print for 48 years. 

This powerful account of the 
5th Battalion, The Seaforth 
w a n d e r s  fmm 1942 to 
1945 - fmrn El Alamein to the 
Elbe, including Normandy - 

Peur, the unit motto. 
Journalist Alastair Borth- 

wick, who had joined the 
Seaforths in 1943 after being 
commissioned into the Glas- 
gow Highlanders in 1939, was 
excused parades by his CO at 
the end of the war to write the 

the eyes of the soldiers. 
That he was able to do so 

while the men were still waiting 
to be demobbed was every his- 
torian’s h a m  come uue. 

The battle-hardened b a d -  
ion, pan of the 51st Highland 
Division, had travelled 3,000 
miles and fought through two 
dozen actions, many ofthem at 
great human cost, including 
Fiance (landing on D+2). 

“The readers I had in mind 
were the men of the battalion 
and their relatives and friends - 
people who would want to 
remember who had done 
what,“ the author wrote in a 
new induc t ion  earlier t h i s  
year. 

The result, a glorious fusion 
of sharp recollection and 
richly-detailed description 
deserving of a much wider 
readership, went out of print 
soon after being published in 
1946. Now, thankfully, it is 
back. 

In a work remarkable for its 
depiction of fmntline actions, 
even a seemingly mundane cat- 

was originally entitled sans 

unit’s recent history through 

“ORAL HISTORY” is the 
name of the game nowadays 
when it comes to relating 
events of the comparatively 
near past, and, let’s face it, 
gathering a collection of per- 
soasl reconections and setting 
them in orda to form a read- 
able cohesive book is easier 
than creative writing - really a 
bit like reviewing! 

However, this is certainly 
not meant as an adverse criti- 
cism of a lately-published work 
related to the AUied invasion of 
Europe. Eye-Wimss D-Day: 

The S m  of rhe Banle ty Those 
Who Were Tkw is anrholow 
compiled from interviews with 
scores of veterans, as well as 
from diaties, memoirs and let- 
ters home. 
As Jon E Leuis rightly 

states in his introduction: ‘A 
legend has grown up in the 
years since the war to the &n 
that the invasion was a matter 
of one glorious day in June, fol- 
lowed bv a ~ i u m ~ h d  march on 

The book is an adminMe 
tribute to the whn took pm 

operation of all time. 
As Jon Lewis says: “The 

men who fought in Normandy 
in 1944 wecea spedalbreed.” 
- BJ 

Eye-Wltnena D-Dsy: The stay 
otth.B.t(lebyThorWhowere 
Thm Wed by Jon E LM. 
Robinem P u M i  UmW, 

in me &Tearest amphibious 

paperback. f5.99. 

i 
ilr Borthwkk, author ot 
Ion, plctured thls yeer 

et h k  home In Ayrshln 
alogue of facts takes the reader 
back - in this case to Nan 
beach at Courselles on D+2: 

“The Jock, as he prepared to 
go ashore, was a sadly bur- 
dened creature. 

“First, as a basis, he wore 
boots, battldess, and a steel 
helmet. Next came his web 
equipment, to which were 
attached ammunition pouches, 
two wsterbottles, a small and 
bulging haversack slung at the 
side, a bayonet, and an enor- 
mous pack round which a blan- 
ket had been bound with pieces 

“Next, on top of all that had 
gone before, were a respirator 
and a lifebelt. If he were lucky, 
he carried a rifle: if unlucky, a 
bren gun, a two-inch mortar, 
or a load of two-inch mortar- 
bombs done up in sacking and 
worn round his neck like a 
horse-collar. 

“If any man had gone over- 
board he would have sunk like 
a brick, lifebelt and all. 

“And to all this was added 
the invasion wader, a w e n t  
of repulsive design and doubt- 
ful utility, elephant-waisted 
and duck-footed, made of 
green oiled cotton, and (we 
found) extremely liable to split. 

“As the seat was so cut as to 
admit the small haversack and 
the two water bottles as well as 
other necessary portions ofthe 
wearer, the invasion wader 
must go down as the least 
becoming garment in history.” 

Among the battalions of 
books which have invaded the 
market for the D-Day 50th 
dvers ;uy ,  this one deserves 
to survive at least another 48 
years - in print. - CH 

of string. 

Paris. 
“The realiw was cons&%- 

ous~y ditfewt. It took the 
AUies ten weeks of bloody, 
painful fighting to get out of 
Normandy. At times the 
infanuy casualq rate r i d e d  
that of the Western Front in 
World War I.” 

The book does not fall into 
the trap of beiig concerned 
only with that one ‘glorious 
day”. 

The editor has drawn on 
first-hand accounts of prepara- 
tions for D-Day, the lan- 
themselves fmrn both air and 
sea, and the subsequent tight- 
ing in Normandy. The recol- 
lections are those of civilians, 
Service pemnnel of wide- 

and arms of service, and war 
correspondents. 

The accounts are a8 varied as 
can be expected: inspiring, 
confident, whingeii, fright- 
ened and pathetic - they are all 
here. 
For many, perhaps most, of 

the participants, D-Day was 
their first experience of battle. 
Not that apprehension ever 

ranging nationalities, ranks 

Drawing 
on a fund 
of memories THE REPUTATION of the 

British Army’s 7th Armoured 
Division - the famed Desert 
Rats - received a severe dent in 
the opening battles of the Nor- 
mandy campaign, when it was 
accused of not fighting hard 
enough. 

On August 4,1944, the axe 
fell and its GOC, Maj Gen 
George kkine, was replaced 
and more than 100 of his offi- 
cers - all Eighth Army vetersna 
- were ems-posted either to 
other units in Normpndg or 
back to UK training units. 

ChamhiiI’s Docn Ran is the 
story of the division’s iird 
camppien which took it from 
Namandg to Balin told in the 
words of the young soldiers 
who fought wirh it. 

One recalls requesting air 
S U ~ R  from RAF Tphoon 

fighters and being attacked by 
mistake. Another recounts the 
capture of a 12-year-old 
member of the Hitler Youth, 
armed with a Schmeisser 
machine pistol, a Luger pistol, 
three grenades and a paratnmp 
M e .  The unformnate boy was 
said to have received a 
“damned good spanking” 
before b e i i  sent off to a POW 
cage. 

Patrick Delaforce’s tale of 
armoured warfare will be 
enjoyed by veterans of the 
North-West Europe campaign, 
and there is much to commend 
it to today’s British Army. - 
LJM 
Churchill’s D.rerl Rat. by 
Patrick Delafm. Alan Sutton, 
hsrdback, f14.99. (Second World 
War veterans can buy a paper- 
back ediion for f10. including 
m e ,  direot from the author. 

Credit overdue to 
IXICESTERSHIRE couple 
Frank and Joan Shaw hit on a 
winning formula to raise many 
thousands of pounds for Ser- 
vice charities. 

Their first four volumes of 
reminiscences of Servicemen 
and women, Eivilians and 
membm of warrime voluntary 
organisations have raised 

the glider pilots 
OPERATION Tonga was the 
first stage of the airborne 
assault on Normandy - and 
One Night in 3une is the story of 
the Glider Pilot Regiment’s 
role in that action. 

Co-authors Kevin Shannon 
and Stephen Wright believed 
the crews of the 89 gliders in 
that action who did not actual- 
ly take parr in the famous coup 
de maitz had not received due 
recognition. 

Using the memoirs of one of 
the pilots -Kevin‘s father, Bill - 
they set out to put the record 
straight, with painstaking 
research and interviews with 
survivors. 

In his foreword, Gen Sir 
John Hackett, patron of the 
Glider Pilot Regimenf Associa- 
tion (though never a glider 
pilot himself) describes the 
book as “the best piece of writ- 
ing about gliders in war”. 

Told in a readable, narrative 
style, the story is well comple- 
mented by seven detailed 
appendices and the whole is 
dedicated to pilot Billy 
Martleet, Wright’s uncle, who 
died on Operation Tonga, and 
Bill Shannon, who survived to 
tell the tale. - CH 
One Nlght h June by Kevin 
Shannon and Stephen Wnght. Air. 
Lie, hardback, f16 95 

I;&000 so far. 
Of this, L50,OOO has been 

presented to-the Royal British 
Legion for a convalescent 
home for a-Servicemen. 

Subjects covered were 
Dunkirk, service in the Home 
Guard, the Battle of Britain 
and the Blitz. 

Now the dedicated couple 
have produced a fifth volume 
of their “We Remember” series 
of books. We Remember D-Day 
chronicles the experiences of 
130 people fmrn all walks of 
life. 

The book opens with an 
account of the death of Lt Den 
Bmheridge, who was shot 
dead as he helped seize the 
Pegasus Bridge in the early 
hours of June 6. He is said to 
have bem the first AUicd sol- 
dier killed on D-Day. - LJM 

Tel: 0273 564372 for details.) 

f Reissueofthe 1959documentarv- 
~ 

story in 64 pages of well-captioned Books renewed recently: D&force. Alan Sumn, f14.99. \ 
Books received as this issue was Nothing Less than VlCtMy by zsy  W@& 
being prepared: Russell Miller. Oral history of D- 

Day wmpiled lmm letters, diaries, 
Addental Werrlw: In the Front official reports and interviews. %uthwkk The OkY vab 
une horn Normandy tlll Vlctoy penguin. paperback, f7.99. that Went to War by Geonrey 

sion of Um vivid account, written D-Dsy:The Nomndy Landlngs “wick’ (as is pronounced)# 
mody in 1945 by an officer in the and the Libemtkm ot Europe by north-w9s1 0‘ POrtSmOuth 
1st W b n ,  The Hampshire Anlhony Kemp. Well illustrated, !kev MonV and CO had their P- 
Regiment. Penguin. f6.99. jg+page (fw invasion HQ. Ashford, Buchan & 

tively large podcets) in me ~ e w  EntigM, PO Box 2Q Leathsmepd, 
ThePengulnAtlarofD-Daysnd H O ~ ~ Z O ~ S  series. mmms and *mY KT24 5HH, paperback, 

John Man. More than W dour  
maps. based OR up-to-date re- Invaslon’C(:TheFuHSto#yot LUlay: Nm lnvmlon In Pho. 

I Penguin. paperbads f10. paU by John Frayn Twner. tognph.edlted by Tony Hall. The 

by Geolfrey Picot. Paperback ver- o’candl. Local history of 

the m n d y  mmp.@n by ~udson,paperbad~f6.~5. f5.99. 

Ddbed as $le first ~ . m ~ :  Opention m o d  - Pm: PkrClng the Atlantk 
wmprehemve gareneer fcf the 

travellerm, Michael 
Joseph, hardback, f14.99. 

Overlord: lhe War Room Hend. f24.99. Collier Cassell. f14.99 

~ r ~ m  ~ t s  pf.nning to the ~~bera-  
Uon of Paris edlted by Tony Hall. 
Salamander k+Oks, hardback, DDly: 06/06/1944 by Richard 

Well by Robe“ Kenhaw. lan 
mans hardba* f25 

We R.msmb.r poay wmpiled 
by Frank and Joan Shaw. From 
th% authors at PO Box 44, Hinck- 
W ,  Lekeser LE10 OFA, pncef16 
(in0 postage) msde payable to 
“Dunkirk CA”. 
16 
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8.madwater ~ouse ,  3’, Park TheBlackBull:FromNormandy The commandos: DDI~ and 
Parade. Harrcgate. Yorks HGI to the W c  wlth the 11th A M  by Donald Gilchnsl Robert 
SAG. PaDerbaCk, f8.95. Armoured D l v k h  by PatM Hale, paperback f7 99 Battallon by Alastar Borthmck. 

Baton Wicks. hardback, f16.99. 
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D-DAY 
and the Battle for Normandy 
June-August 1944 

ltvo special exhibitions to 
cwnrmemomte the 50th 
aoplivesary of Operation 
OverIord 

r 

Arm WO Tank Commander 
The wartime work of the artist 
Rex Whistler, who wtfs killed 
while serving with the Welsh 

Monty’s Men 
The British Sol& 
and the D-Day Ca 
A look at Operation Overlor 
fram the individual soldier’s 
point of view 

NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM 
Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea, London SW3 4HT 

Admission Free 
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From His Royal Highness 
The Duke of-Edinburgh 

WINDSOR CASTLE 

A great many people and a large proportion of the 
ships of the Royal Navy were involved in the D-Day 
landings in Normandy, but some of us had to 'mind thc 
shop' elsewhere while all this was going on. In my 
case, it happened that early in 1944 I had joined a 
newly-built Fleet Destroyer that was destined to serve 
with the British Pacific Fleet against Japan. The ships 
of the 25th Flotilla came together in Scapa Flow in the 
Orkneys to work up to operational efficiency and we 
found ourselves left alone to guard the Fleet Base 
while the invasion was taking place. 

We may not have been present at the landings, but 
we all followed the events with very close interest as 
it was only too clear that these landings - if 
successful - were going to be the beginning of the end 
of a war that already lasted five long years and caused 
untold misery, despair and destruction. As the events 
in Normandy unfolded and it became obvious that the 
landings had been a brilliant success for the Allied 
forces, we all felt a great surge of relief and 
thankfulness that the last lap had commenced. Although, 
as it turned out, it was nearly two more years before 
my ship sailed into Tokyo Bay to witness the Japanese 
surrender. 

involved in the war effort and I believe that the 
commemoration of its Fiftieth Anniversary should be 
seen as a tribute to all those, serving in the forces 
or working at home, who contributed so much to eventual 
victory and to the beginning of a new and more peaceful 

D-Day was one of the most memorable for everyone 
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SOLDIER thanks ail those who 
have contributed to the pro- 
duction of this D-Day COm- 
memorative Issue. particularly 
the Normandy veterans them- 
selves. 

Special acknowledgements 
are due also to Les Gwyer 
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ch meant that apart from bn 
d witha barbed wire barri 

rences, they were not permiued to se1 
letters or to make telephone calls. 

An advance of Ll or so in French fran-. 
was issued to each man, as well as a pocket 
guide booklet and a gilt-colourcd tin of 
emergency “food” - a chocolate-flavoured 
compound that swelled in the stomach, 
taking away the pangs of hunger. There 
were instructions to the effect that it 
should only be eaten in dire circumstances 
and then only one square at a time spread 
over several hours. It was rumoured that if 

instructions were not smnly observed 

stomach would expand to an irrepara- 
extent1 

The fighting ships began to move south 
h m  their northern bases on June 2 and 
on the following day a vast convoy which 
had been assembling off Palmouth sailed 

D-Day was to have been Monday June 5, 
but on the previous Saturday the weather 

no 
le, 
m=- in an easterly direction. 

broke, causing another 
day’s wait in the 
embarkation camps or 
afloat in congested con- 
ditions for those unlucky 
enough to have already 
boarded. 
Because of the delay, 

vessels already at sea 
wereorderedtomumto 
assembly areas. The 
ships and craft of Force 
U, destined for Utah 
beach in the American 
landing sector, could not 
be contacted by radio 
and destroyers had to be 
sent to shepherd them 
back. 

On Sunday June 4 the 
weather was equally 
stormy and there were 
fears that it might not be 
possible to carry out the 
invasion within the few 
days when the tides on 
the French coast would 
be right. 

The fare of the entire 
operation was in the hal- 
ance but on Sundav 

Gen Eisenhower, the Supremi 
mmander, learned fmm his metereo- 
ical officer that there was a slim chance 

or improvement in the weather that could 
last through Tuesday June 6. 

h was perhaps the most unenv?able 
ision that any commander has bad to 
ke, but by dawn on Monday, after a 

restless night, Eisenhower had made up 
his mind. “We’ll go”, he ordered, and 
again the ships and armada of small= 
craft were on the move. 

The sheer size of Operation Neptune, 
the seaborne part of Overlord, defies 
imaeination. A total of 6,939 vessels were 
ene in the Channel crossing, includ- 

.. 

,~ .. : 

~. 
. 

ing 1,213 fighting ships, 4,126 landing 
ships and ctaft, 863 merchant ships. 

FW-four smaller crpft, mclnding 20 
sosalled “Rhino“ ferries and towing 
craft, were loa thmugh bad weather 
during the cmssing. It was a nenr miracle 
that out of all the -Is engaged, the 
great majority reached the Normandy 

coast at all, let alone arrived at their allot- the intervals between meals as the greatest that horrific moment on D+3 when 
ted times, almost to the minute. danger times . . . Get through the hours almost the entire party I was with was 
As an 18-year-old with no experience of between breakfast and lunch, and again wiped out by a mortar bomb while heating 

battle, I well recall being seasick and between lunch and evening meal and then the Machonochies (tinned meat and veg- 
scared all the way over, consoling myself I’ll be all right. etable stew). 
illogically with the thought that the Army Of course, in the event, meals hardly The 82nd and lOlst US Airborne Divi- 
had to feed us (sometimes!) and the best ever came at regular intervals and, to sions, commanded by Maj Gens Matthew 
way to face the coming days was to take make the whole idea nonsense, there was 0 Turn to page 25 
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tnstruction Company RE 
ELEFTFelixstoweinaconvoyoften 
I k  landing crafl and passed the Isle I Wiaht as we made our way to 

lr Harold Merritt, 
I9 Road and Airfield 

~ 

I ance There was a long line ot SnlPS 
ihmg Ihe return journey whtch 
.etcned b?ck to Normandy We 
rived on the evening of D-Day. The 
,ttleships and rocket craft were firing 

continuousiy. 
There was a scare while we were 

under a smokescreen as a plane flew 
overhead, but i f  turned out to be a Spit- 
fire. We landed early next day by 
climbing down a scrambling net to a 
pontoon and stepped dry-tooted on to 
the beach. Unfortunately, my mate. 
Fred Bone from Chesham, had to 
endure many months of torment. He 
',d lost his false teeth overboard. 



June 5 ,  1944 ... 4:15 a.m. 

. 
L. 



Sixty-four hours 
underwater was 
remarkable test 
of endurance 

eFmF?9ge25 

marines, X20 and X23, left Portsmouth 
for the French coast with a mission to act 
as markers showing flashing green ben- 
cons seaward off June and Sword beaches 
in the British and Canadian landing 
sector. 

Each craft carried a crew of two naval 
lieutenants and an engine room anicifer, 
aupented by a Combined Operations 
pilotage party of two naval officers. 

Th9 arrived off the Normandy coast 
shortly before dawn and lay on the bottom 
until 0508 hours on January 6 with only 
brief intervals of coming to periscope 
depth in order to take bearings. 

S i - f o u r  hours under water was a 
remarkable test of endurance for the five 
men of each craft. Although not under 
few, the exuemely cramped conditions 
made them ten of the less-celebrated 
beroes of the operation. 

The Germans undoubtedly felt safe on 
the night of June 5-6, convinced that no 
invader would be mad enough to go to sea 
in such heavy weather. Fd Marshal Erwin 
Rommel, commanding Army Group B, 
had deaded to make a quick visit to Ger- 
many for his wife’s birthday. 

There was, of course, the drone from 

Lt John Milton, 6th Banalion, 
The Green Howordr 
AT LAST we boarded the Empire 
Lance at Southampton on June 5 and 
sailed into the English Channel. The 
weather was bad and many of u s  were 
seasick. None of u s  slept much that 
night and breakfast was not exactly 
hilarious. 

Belore dawn the assault landing 
cralt were lowered and we had to 
climb down the scrambling nets with 
our full equipment in a strong sea. The 
final jump was not much fun but my 
platoon all made it and se1 off tor the 
beach navigated by two young 
marines. Great credit to them: they 
landed us  at 7.30am in exactly the 
right place. 

The shore was extremely noisy and 
wegot off thebeach inveryquicktime. 

I still have vivid memories of little 
French villages, sunken lanes, wound- 
ed soldiers and dead cattle. We had 
several skirmishes during the day but 
the talk that night was inevitably 01 the 
gallantry of our Sergeant Major, Stan- 
ley Hollis, who was subsequently 
awarded the only D-Day Victoria 

I Vlew of Gold W c h  from hlgh ground behlnd the village of Arronunches 

forces were put ashore) were spread over 
one hour 15 minutes. At Utah and Omaha 
in the American Western area H-Hour 
was 0630 hours; British and Canadian 
beaches had later H-Hours: Gold 0725, 
Juno 0735-0745, and Sword 0725 hours. 

The assault on Utah beach was made by 
the 4th US Division, some of whom were 
landed up to a mile off-target. 

Utah was bv no means an easv landine. 

the engines of pAF and USAAF bombers 
but there was norhing unusual about that 
- they had been overhead most nights for 
months. 

However, it was not so quiet and peace- 
ful as it seemed from the German obser- 
vation posts. Allied ships had been 
arriving from about midnight and now, as 
H-Hour approached, landing craft were 
heading for the beaches, and amphibious 
tanks were being launched for the assault. but by the afternoon the GIs were p u ~ - g  

About 900 Duplex Drive, or “swim- inland and were linking up with the para 
ming” tanks were made ready for D-Day and glider troops who had landed in the 
by fitting a collapsible canvas screen early hours. 
around the top of the hull. Some turned In addition to their commitment on 
out to be death traps when they were Omaha beach, one of the US regimental 
swamped in the heavy swell. combat teams was responsible for seizing 

Between 0530 the German heavy 
and 0800 hours the artillery battery on 
Naval Bombard- “swimming” tanks, were made Pointe du Hoc, 
ment Forces of the ready by flttlng a collapslble which jutted out 
Western (Am&- canvas screen around the top of into the Bay of the 

Seine some four can) and Eastern the hull. Some turned out to be 
miles west of 
Omaha beach. 

(British and C ~ M -  
dian) sectors, in 
unison with the The task of 
Combined Allied Air Forces, softened up taking the battery was allocated to a provi- 
the German defences. sional Ranger force (the US equivalent of 

Beaches codenamed Gold, Juno and a British ‘Commando). Three companies 
Sword were e responsibility of the East- of Rangers had to scale the 1 OOft high cliff, 

R e a r - A d d  Sir Philip Wan, who had 
the cruiser HMS ScyUa as his flagship. 

Eighteen bombarding ships were 
assigned to Gold and 13 to Juno. Sword 
had an even larger naval force allocated 
and here the .bombardment took place 
from only a few hundred yards off shore. 

Because of the tidal ditferences of the 
beaches, H-Horn (when the assault 

‘About 900 Duplex Drlve, or 

death traps when they were 

ern Task For 2 e, under the command of whichthe Germans had given a-liberal 
dressing of barbed wire and Uip flares, by 
means of mortar-fire grappling lines and 
scaling ladders, a drill that had been 
rehearsed on the cliffs of the Isle of Wight 
for some months. 

Other Rangers, landing with the 116th 
RCT on Omaha, were to have moved on 
to the battery from inland, but in the event 

0 IUmtonextpge 



7(h Batfnlii, The Orwn Howads 
REVEILLE 0315 on Empire Lance. 
Formed up in boat loads on "C" deck 
listening to commentary on loud hailer 
from blldgeandordenofthedayfrom 
Gens Eisenhower and Mantgomery. 
Lowered in our landing creft at 0500. 

Awesome and lnspirlng sight of 
Allkd fleet shooting wlth everything 
they had et the coastal defences, an 
umbrella of steel following the mas- 
sive air bomberdment by the Allies. 
The beach littered wlth casualties and 
beached landing craft from first wave, 
and a pall of duet and smoke making 
idenfiflcetion of targets difflcult. 

Our f i r 4  obiective, a heavy battery, 
surrendered after a few moments of 
gunfire. I led the battallon for the rest 
of the day. 

Skirmlshing in area of Cdpon . . . 
light resistance and surrender after a 
brief firefight. We were ordered to 
make good a bridw north of CreuIIy, 
but thera wes no opposition. The 
enemy hsd withdrawn. 

Shot at in Crevilly by Winnipeg 
Rlfles entering from the east who mis- 
took us for enemy. We made friends 
and waited for the rest of the battalion 
to m e  up. 

Sent off in lead, south. Skirmish 
eround Fresn&@Crotteur, where we 
were shelled by a supporting cruiser. 
Frantic signals stopped it after three 
salvoa. By now we were so far forward 
we were being mistaken for the 
enemy! 

On to south of Coulombs, a few hun- 
dred yards short of the Caen-Bayeux 
road and our DOay objective. At 2200 

'1 hours we were ordered to dla In north 
of Coulombs for the night. It had been 

ery long day. 

It was like some 
deadly fairground 

erronr~.g.zi 
these Rangers were landed too far to the 
east and had to abandon the plan. 

The ascent of the cWwas successfully 
completed but by the time the Americans 
reached the battery the Germans had 
withdrawn their guns. 

Eventually the guns were desmyed but 
the enemy counte~ttacked and the 
Rangers were under siege for two days 
until relieved by second-wave aoops from 
Omaha beach. 

On board the Western Task Force h g -  
ship USS Aupsra, Gtn Omar Bradlcy, in 
charge of the American land forces, was a 
womed man. Reports from Omaha beach 
spoke of nothing but hewy casualties 
among 1st US Infantry Division (the "Big 
Red One", which was m u s i n g  to French 
soil for the first time since the First World 
War). 

Omaha was better defended than any 
other invasion beach and by noon Bradley 
was considering an evacuation and using 
the Division to ceinforce other beaches, 
even those in the British sector. But at last 
came the reassuring news that the GIs 
were fighting thew way off the beach. 

The British and Canadians landing on 
the eastern beaches found that in the main 
the naval bombardment had done its job, 
and the aoops were able to gain a 
foothold. However, resistance was snll 
fierce in the comparatively built-up resort 
areas and the slow, slogging style of street- 
6ghting was inevitable. 

On Gold beach the 50th (Northumbri- 
an) Division had the task of pushing 
inland and to take the towns of Arm- 
manches and Bayeux. The Division's 69th 
and 23181 Bngades landed at La R i V i h  
and Le Hamel respectively to find them- 
selves heavily engaged by troops of the 
German 352nd Division. 

The specialised armour, the Crabs, 
Crocodiles and other "funnies" of the 
79th Armoured Division's helped 
the Northumbrians get off the beach, but 
not without heavy casualties. 

It was on Gold beach that I went ashore 
at about 0700 hours, asked mth other 
sappers to destroy beach obstacles: 
"hedgehogs" and "tetrahedra" ironwork 
and other nasty dences that Rommel had 
ordered to be set up. 

Only when our demolition charges were 
exhausted was it realised we had no fur- 
ther instructions - perhaps it was thought 

RlgM - 0.mUn unglnwn clclltu as an 
RAF r e c o n n a l ~  slrwrrtt u w w p  law 
OM( a Nomundy beach to 

ot pktum were takull to build up a 
C o m p o s l t B ~ m o f  defmconalon(l 
the ChEnnul CQSSI 

O ~ M U I I $ W C O I W r U C t b l l . T h M u a b l d S  

we were not going to need them1 When 
there was time to look around it was like 
some nighmarish and deadly fairground. 

The 47 (Royal Marines) Commando 
had a particularly arduous task, despite 
the fact that they had come ashore two 
hours after the first landings. Their target 
was Pon-en-Bessin, a small port on the 
right extremity of Gold beach. The plan 
was to attack from the land side and, in 
order to do this, the Commandos would 
have a ten-mile march. 

Unfortunately the assault troops, 1st 
Hampshires, were having a bloody and 
hard time, losing their commanding offi- 
cer and many others. The Commandos 
did not reach Port-en-Bessin before dark 
and it took another day to capture the 

One company of 5th East Yorlrshires of 
69th Brigade was pinned down on Gold 
beach at La Rivi&re for some time and 
again these assault noops had good reason 
to thank the specialised tanks of the 79th 
Armoured Division for relieving their 

Similar incidents, great and small, were 
happening on Gold beach rhroughout the 
daylight hours of D-Day but, by its end, 
the brigades of 50th Division had fought 
their way inland and had linked with 
aoops of the 3rd Canadian Division and 
the 2nd Canadian Armoured Brigade 
which had landed on the neighbouring 
Juno beach. 

The Canadians' objective was Carpi- 
quer airfield near Caen, as part of Mont- 
gomcry's plan to capture the city of Caen 
by the evening of the first day. In the 
event, it was not until July 10 that Caen 
would be "neutralised" and the 18th 
before all the suburbs of the city were 

town. 

plight. 

- ,r 

eventually cleared of the enemy. 
The Canadians did not have a good 

start: many of their landing craft were 
wrecked on underwater obstructions and, 
as they had been delayed by bad weather, 
the beach, by now at high tide, was too 
narrow for adequate marshalling of men 
and equipment. 
On Juno beach, as on Gold, the "fun- 

W 

, * .  . .  . * 

nies" of the 79th Armoured Division gave 
invaluable help in getting off the beach, 
thus permitting Canadian mnks to cut the 
Caen-Bayeux road seven miles inland. 

Between the Canadians landing on 
Juno beach and the British 3rd Division 
eastward on Sword beach, there was an 
area allotted to two Royal Marines Com- 
mandos: 41 and 48 of 4th Special Service 
Brigade. 

The brief for 48 (Royal Marines) Com- 
mando was to land at the small village of 
St Aubin two hours after the Canadians 
had made their assault on Juno and, at the 
same time, 41 was to land five miles east- 
ward at Lion-sur-Mer. The two units were 
then to turn towards each other and meet, 
mopping-up the enemy as they went. 

However, 48 came under unmpectedly 
Leavy artillery attack which greatly deplet- 
d their strength, adding to the casualties 
ustained when some of the landing craft 

were wrecked. 
At Lion-sur-Mer 41 also had troubles, 

but the main difliculty came at the end of 
the day when a mixed force of armour and 
infantry h m  the 21st Panzer Division 
succeeded in reaching the coast at Luc- 
sur-Mer between the two Commandos, 
hus splittkg the British and Canadian 
Neaches. Fortunately for the Allies, the 

Germans found it wiser to withdraw as 
foUow-up landings progressed. 

The most easterly of the invasion 
beaches was Sword with the British 3rd 
Division landing at Le Breche. This was a 
built-up area and the Germans had con- 
verted houses into defensive bunkers. It 
was the only landing area where the AUies 
met German naval opposition, in the form 
of three E-Boats which torpedoed and 
sank the Norwegian destroyer HNMS 
Smner, 

The landings on Sword were, as else- 
where, expensive in terms of casualties 
and equipment but by 0900 hours L a  
Bdche had been taken and elements of 
the 3rd Division were advancing inland 
towards Colleville. 

Finally, the town of Ouistreham on the 
extremity of Sword beach had to be taken 
and this was achieved in the early aftcr- 
noon by 4 Commando and two troops of 
French commandos of the 1st Special Ser- 
vice Brigade. 

By the end of D-Day many gallant men 
had died, but the numbers were less than 
expected. History had been made but 
most of those on or just inland of the Nor- 
mandy beaches that night did not know 
the state of the campaign, only the com- 
parative safety or otherwise of the imme- 
diate surroundings. 

To all who had taken part it was the 
momentous day; they would never, could 
never, see its like again. 
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clerks in the planning offices wr two yean, 
and yet the Germans still had no ides. on 
D-Day where we were going to land. 

“Also, when we did. that it was not a 

~ i o a ~ y ,  said Brig COWS, there w m ~ ~  
the MT (Motor Transport) ships, mostly 
A m a m  L i i  ships, each of which 
held upvatds of 1 0 0  vehicles. 

In all, more than 20 different ships and 
uaft were used, excluding the pontoons, 
lighters and other unloading uaft. 

“Most of them had their own resmc- 
tions regarding the height and weight of 
the vebiclcs thev could take: there was 

- 

achine IImt m 
OPERATION Overlord landings 
n of the British military heritage. 
the mounting of such a vast under- 
- with its convoluted arrangements 
uring that millions of men and hun- 
f thousands of vehicles were w n s -  
acmss the Channel in the right 

each discharged 30 to 40 tsnks or 50 to 60 
vehicles on to dm land. 

never e n o s  oi any one type, and 
were receiving new ones right up 

The consrline and hinterland whe that department’s machine which was to 
operate the mounting of the huge Ioading 
and embarkation plan on %is side of the 
water” in accordance with Gen Mont- 
gomery’s requirements. “Broadly, the requirements 

“I had a special Amerioan s d €  to assist 
me in connection with the large US forces 

tide, so that loading at the hards 

one of the mevita 
g the dSicuIy in 

to load simultaneously. The British 

match 1 plan, the require- and to 
ments ofthe tar shore 

at the pace required. 
“In fact, we went 

on modifying it as dif- 
fering circumstances presented them- a: 
selves -right up to the last minute.” 

a n  &get’s original 
assault plan was 

He had been appo 
its own embarkation the brigadier and plan fop such 

in men and materipls in size once Mon 
Africa for the 

to keep the embarkation points filled with 
troops and vehicles, so that returning 
ships and craft were never kept waiting. 

Units moved from concentrative areas 
in the Midlands to the marshalling areas 
(about 15 to 20 miles 6um the coast) then 
to the embarkation areas, which, like the 

other hand, could not 

ating camps or areas which could feed 
kom one to the other. 

“This meant that the operation, which 
could have been mounted on 15 to 20 
miles of the African coast, was, in fact, 
spread from Yarmouth to W o r d  Haven 

The latter varied fmm LSIs 
oned for 24 hours due to the weather, 
ecause of course wireless silence had to 
e maintained.” area on the far shore. LCM (Landing Craft Motor) or fen 

craft - each carrying one vehicle for I 
enormous movement ...-..I 

. , . .. ... 

- 
g e w .  

“I can still recall the strained look on his 
face until the operation was finally 
launched,” the latter said. . ,  

His most vivid memory of D-Day is of 
the relief at things finally getting off “as I, 
smoothly as could be expected” despite 
the weather, with only occasional hiccups. 

“D-Day was not only the greatest com- 
bined operation ever undertaken: I would 
hazard a guess that it was the greatest that 
ever will be.” 

And does he think the present-day 
British Army would be capable of mount- 
in= such a gigantic logistical exercise? 

3h, yes,” said the former 
vard, who joined the Army 

ago and retired in 1948, “only 
around, as wahhown in the Gul 

~~~~~ wouldneedwouldbeonem 
purer.” 

--e has no great plans to commemo 
the anniversary, five decades on. 



1 1 ,  rrrMERA IN ACTION 
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*r lee of a Churchill AVRE named Cheetah, two medlcs and a doctor 
lmnt the Inlured. A wounded man, fowround. crawls to sately 
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I Amld Um NIM of the vll- of Tlllywr-Seulka, Royal Englnnn sweep the maln dm( Wh m l n  d.trtorr whlle rMenm anrch 
w r u k u l  buUdlngs for snipers. The town, m k h  was Ilbented by BrlUah troop. on JUM 18, was badly dimaguJ by ahellflre. Centre I la Is a wrocked B n n  nrrbr. The 1-1 wsr ceme(uy contains 1,222 burlals, Inciudlng 686 Brltlsh and WZ Gemun 

Supplleaforthe Royal Air Force were brought forward from the beach- 
ea and dumped in the Normandy fields. In this picture, an RAF supply 
olllcer (hand raked, lefl) supervises the unloading of 5001b bombs 
han DUKWs used to transporl the bombs directly from ships 
anchored offshore. The soldiers are from a British Army beech group 
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WHEN Army commando Pte Bill Bid- Army and one Royal Ma- burst of machine- 
Bidmead, still mead joined a stretcher party carrying a rines Commando making 

wounded soldier back on D-Day, he up Brig Lord Lnvat’s 1st feared he would 
escaped death by inches as a shell struck Special Service Brigade, the craft began to 
beside them. Two stretcher-bearers were which had been tasked to 
killed instantly, a third had his arm sliced land at Ouisueham to clear 
off by shrapnel, but the 20-year the town’s strongpoints and 
mando was unscathed. gun emplacements. Pte 

Today, Bill, now 70 and reti Bidmead was a member of 
lifetime in the building trad A Troop, a light support 
Heston, West London, surrounded by troop equipped with Vick- 
c w d o  memorabilia. One page of his ers “ K  guns that fired 900 
warrime scrapbook features a poignant rounds a minute. 
reminder ofwar -photographs of German The Highland Light 
soldiers’ families picked up on the battle- Infantry private and his Yorks had been landed ear- 

lier to clear the beach and fields of Normandy. fellow commandos were 
After the war, Pte Bidmead continued carried across the English Channel on lay white tape to mark a clear passage for 

his We- ,  albeit on a part-time basis. board two converted Channel steamers, us. They had not got ten yards before 
many had been cut down and they were He joined the London Scottish Regiment, The Princess As& and Maid of Orleans. 

Sssing more than 20 years with the Tem- Assault landing craft took No. 4 Com- ordered to dig in. It was an act of madness 
torial Army. mando ashore. Bidmead’s craft was hit that only added to the carnage. 
Fifty years aftex the Normandy land- and reared up almost vertical. He was “I stepped over one wounded soldier 

mgs, Bill stil l  remembers his lucky escape jammed between his seat and the boat, whose stomach had been ripped open. I 
from death and other honific incidents under a pile of men. couldn’t stop and help. 

“I ended up in a building giving cover- during the ferocious efforts by the British The ramp was kicked open and the 
Army to gain 8 foothold in France. commandos deboucbed. The first man ing fire to troops attacking a German gun 

NO. 4 Commando was one of four out was practically ripped in half by a battery. Ifoolishlyleantoutofthewindow 

D get a better aim and was seen by a 
sniper who fired at me. As I ducked back 
inside to reload, a round whistled by me 
and hit the man behind me in the stom- 
ach. 

“We carried him back on a door, but 
had to duck in a doorway when a German 
fighter flew over us with machine guns 
blazing. We left the wounded man there 
and marked his position with a small 

llow pennant so he could be collected 
er. 
“As we came back we found 30 East 

dead, save one who was screaming for a 
padre. An oil bomb had dropped in the 

ddle of them. It exploded burning oil 
d left a great black patch.” 

Pte Bidmead and A Troop were sent 
out in front to make contact with the 
enemy. 

“I got my head down, but someone 
tapped on my helmet and whispered ‘Ger- 
mans!’ Moving forward out of a wood 
were dozens of coal-scuttle hehneted sol- 
diers. Alongside me a Welsh Guardsman, 
Taff Hughes, picked up his K gun and 
opened fire. A stick grenade exploded in 
front of my trench. Shrapnel hit my lip 
and my mouth was smothered in blood. 
The force of the explosion flung me to the 

“A company of East Yorks lying behind a hedgerow. All were bottom of the trench and I heard someone 
say, ‘Young Bid’s had it’. Our mortars 
pounded the German positions and we 
managed to withdraw.” 

The troop rejoined the surviving mem- 
at afternoon, No. 4 Commando bers of No. 4 Commando and dug in in 

front of a farmhouse. Over the next five 
were shelled and mortared con- 

ser used to be very daring. He 

and sink. 
“A comrade, seeing my 

plight, dashed back and 
freed me. I jumped into the 
sea, now neck-deep. As I 
waded ashore, I saw men 
drowning in shallow water. 
Wounded, their 901b ruck- 
sacks weighed them down. 

with the Oxfordshire and Buck- 
’ e Light Infantry glider 
ized Pegasus Bridge. It w 
and the commandos ran 

e officer was killed crossing 
bridge. A soldier accompanying him was 

set by his loss and came across 
prisoners sitting beside the 

The soldier 

but the sol- 

, because I was always boasting about 
ooting, my lance corporal told me to 

I was on my own and it was uaumaric. 
I nearly went off my head. Sgt Isherwood 
came out with a bar of chocolate for me. A 
mortar landed close by and he dived for 
cover, but the blast ripped his trousers off. 
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‘Leaving the Army was a big step for me. 
The nsaltlement &ice in SOLDIER really 
helped to make my titatart in civilian life 
eaS1er’ I 

:< 
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lost Contact with a 7 
rnch Of good mater 

I served with during World 
War 2 - I  couldn’t believe 
it when Searohline got us 
back in touch!’ 

You usually found that if people went out 
of their wuy to kill someone, they general- 
ly ended up dead themselves.” 

He could see I was-doing no good and 
pulled me out of there. 

“We took it in turns to sleep in a chick- 

Pte Bill Bidmead pictured soon after the 
battle for Walchenn 

en coop. I crawled in and shooed the 
chickens away. When I fell asleep, they 
climbed back on their perches and smoth- 
ered me in their droppings. I must hav 
looked a right sight! 
“The Geman soldiers made one lask 

atradr, but we cut them to pieces. We 
killed ten of them to one of us. A patrol 
went out and counted 250 German dead. 
Later, an 80-strong detachment of bi 
cle-mounted German reinforcem 
halted opposite our PO 
“They were exhaus 

all the way from Pan’s. 
ed and threw their kit 
fire. It took 30 minutes o 

No. 4 Command 
front Line for 83 days. Of its original 700 
strong complement, only 70 remsinei 
unwounded. 

I 
I:, ii 
I .  

$ 
i 

Shaman Duplex Orlw tanks stlll f W  with flotation aklm and propellus join the commando attack on German positlons which had to be 
clmved before the commandos could move on to mintweetha 8kbometmOp. who had captured Pagaaus Brldga 
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in this impresston of a Normandy beach on D-Day, memters of the beach group can be saen organislng the traffic and lines of supply. T b  
artist, Cpi Eric Earnshaw. 5th Battalion, The Royal Berkshire Regiment, was seconded to SOLDIER in the closing stages of the Second WoriE 
War. An exhibition of his drawings is on show In the Museum of The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment, Cathedral Close, Sslisbuty 

Sign of the 

Y Many I achlevmnta of unHs and 
formations on DDay warn kept secret 
until the end of the war in Europe. in July 
1945, SOLDIER was able to reveal the 
story ofthe Slgn of the Fouled Anchor. 

THE WORLD had to wait a Iona t h e  

plete amphbious formation. They ma-* 
from locations all over England to a secret 
training ground in Scotland where they 
found their sea legs, became adept at load- 
ing and unloading every type of landing 
craft, and experts with the whole range of I 

before it learned the secret of the men who 
wore the fouled anchor sign. But it was 
WO& the waif. Theirs was the story of the 
beach groups, specialist units from all the 
three Services tasked to keep vital supplies 
flowing from the beaches. 

y the men in khaki with 
the fouled in the anch ’T. sign on their arms were 
something of a Ihystery. 

The first bead! group was activated for 
the Sicilian landings, but by June 1944 
they were a much more complex and com- 
plete organisation. Training began more 
than a year before D-Day, when specialir 
units from the Army, Royal Navy an 
Royal Air Force, plus an infantry L---’ 
ion, were drawn together to form 

assault weapons. 
Approximate strength of a beach group 

was about 3,500. The Royal Navy ele- 
ment was composed of signallers to main- 
tain communications between the 
beaches, the ships and home bases, and 
commandos responsible for the move- 
ment of d up to the beaches. 

The RAF element had two functions, fa 
ensure that the requirements of RAF 
units, and the provision of air strips, were 
not overlooked, and to provide a balloon 
section to protect the beaches fmm air 
attack. 

Not the least important parts of the 
groups were their infantry battaho 

0 Turn to Page 39 



TWO artificial harbours towed to Arro- 
manches proved one of thc great success 
stories of the battle for Normandy. Along 
rheir mile-lung piers, Allied craft were 
able to disgorge urgently-nwded cargws 
vf tanks, guns, trucks. stores, rations and 
munitions. 

In 1942, the Directorate of Ports and 
Inland Water Transport was tasked to pro- 
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P and there it was- aoOps wen 
Ihg In NormwKty and beach heed! 
been formed. 
0700, ths wholc battailon was or 
narch, Converging by mpanie!  
ie vast  storehouse^ that made ur 
Donnlngton serea depot - jus 

rcB that inclub 

lnoludad vshlcle 
mlcs, plonmrs, fiighallers, er)( 
sus. Cze&a, Bdglws, Dutch 
,h and Canadian soldiers workw 
@de U$ too. 

acceaeorbs. I 

e night shlfl took owr at 1800. we 
es back to ou1 

e w t  at W. mt evmyom wan 
M beeches on &Day, but it was a 
ing time and everyone was there 

in srririi. 

duce prefabricated pirri long enough to 
cxtcnd from the shore into water deep 
cnough for coasters to lie alongside. The 
piers would have to he mong cnough to 
support thc heaviest weapons, capahlc of 
rapid assembly, and sufficiently robust to 
ride out  stnrms at sea. 

.4 prOlotypC constructed on a rcmoie 
Scottish beach in early 1943 confirmed 
that huge sections of the floating bridgc ~ 

code-named lMulberry ~ could bc towed 
across the Channel and slotted into placc. 

The harbours consisted of outer float- 
ing breakwaters, inner fixcd breakwaters 
made of concrete caissons and floating 
piers running from the pierheads to the 
shore. Complementing Mulbcrry were 
“Gooseberry” harbours formed by 60 
blockships sunk in line to give 5 I;? milcs of 
breakwater protection ro small craft nper- 
ating off the beaches immediatciy aftcr D- 
Day. There, before Mulberry became 
operational, cvastrrs could lie high and 

Without Mulberry, the Allies would 
have had to storm Cherbourg UT Lc Havre 
to gain port facilities. The nutcome of the 
battle of Normandv could have been verv 
different. 

dry a t  low tide and unload rheir car 
into DUKWs ~ amphihious landing 

~ manned by drivcrs of the KASC. 
Despatch of the equipment began o 

the evening of D-Day. Construction 
we11 until D+ 13 whcn a severe storm blew 
up. Thc Amcrican harbour, Mulberry 
“A” at St Laurent-sur-Mer off Omaha 
Beach, was severely damaged. Parrs were 
salvaged to  rchuild the British Mulberry 
“B” at Arromanches, which was soon 
back in full swing. 

Pvrt Winston, as the latrcr was unofti- 
cially known, unloaded equipment ar an 
astonishing rate. By the end of July 1944, 
more than 1.5 million prrsunncl, 300,000 
vehicles and almost two million tons of 
stores had been landed. 

I 

BUT what happened to Mulberry? SOL- 
DIERS archive reveals its fare and pro- 
vidcs details of its disposal. 

Apart from the remains of the huge 
concrete caissnns still in position off the 
Normandy coast, much of the harbour back to FrogIsland. harbour 
was recycled and the vbsolcte hlnckships 
sunk to form part of the breakwater wcrc 
rrfloated, towed in Britain and sold for 
scrap. 

vagcd and put to other uses by the Admi- 
ralty ‘l‘he Dutch employed some in dam 
repairs on Walchcren and elsewhere, 
a number were bought by the Icelan 
Government. Most of the Spud pirrhc 
and the Whale bridging were purcha. L 

by France and rowed to Fort Genii 
French Equatorial Africa, i n  form a har- 
bour. 

The rest was shipped back tn Britain 
and handed vver to the rMinisrry ofsupply 
fur disposal. 

An article in SOLDIER rcvcaled that 
two sections of Mulberry Harbour at 
Rainham in Essex were being usrd to 
import timber into the country.’ 

The Phoenix Timber Company bought 
WO pieccs of history: Mulberry floating 
pierheads Nos 401 and 416. One ha? 
been thc first to be linked with thc Nor 
mandy cuast after the storm of June 1 ’  
(7,000 vehicles crossed it in 24 hours), th 
other had carried a shore-to-ship ramp fo 
ambulances a t  Arromanches. 

Thev were towed to Froe Island. M u d  

land, and installed along with 240ft float- 
ing Whalethm Arromanches. Undlthen, 
ships had had to sail up river to Snrrey 
Commercial Docks and discharge their 
&bet into barges which took the - 

Another section of Mulberry, consisting 
of a bridge span and a ramp float, was 
towed to Preston, Lancashire, where it 
was used to ea= the shipping of heavy 

A k  dulberry A. The view to the beach. 
Am I combat vehicles drove ashore In 
great numbers betote a storm wrecked this 

Below - a lorry loaded wllh mucl led 
supplies of timber drlves ashi ver 
Whale bridging connecting rhlp and ahi 

Undamaged Phoenix caissons were sal- vehicles toLame. at Frog Island 

I 
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which were responsible for the movement 
I, vehicles and equipment to the 
- and the defence of the entire 

oe 

10. 
in the early stages of the 

.=--A out under the most 
condi 
p u p  had three sapper sec- 

tions, one for road construction and main- 
tenance, one for the operation of cranes 
and bulldozers, and one for port opera- 
tion. 

Communications between the beach 
group and the assault formations were 
provided by the Royal Signals. 

The RASC supplied general transport 
companies with fleets of DUKWs and 
non-amphibious vehicles, and maintained 
the Detail Issue Deoot for fwd and the 
petrol depot. 

The RAMC established field dressim 
stations on the beaches and was respons; 
ble for casualty evacuation centres. Mili- 
tary police provided traffic conml while 
REME had a Beach Recovery S I for 
the recovery of “drowned” vehii the 
repair of damaged ones. The rioneers 
were expected to help everywhere, assist- 

ing on the beach, on road consmction 
and in burial work. Each beach group was 
a miniature army in itself. 

They landed with the first 
assault troops, fighting on the be 
at the same time establishing lines o 
munication so that following 
wanted for nothing in food and 
ment. 

The weather was a bitter en 
early days of the invasion. M 
round the clock for weeks on 
were bombed, machine-gunned and 
shelled continuously until the battle 
moved beyond them into Caen. 

The success of the initial vital stages of 
the landing depended beady on the 
of the men wearing the sign of the fc 
anchor. 

Such is the story of the back line of the 
front. When their task ended with the 
opening of the Channel ports, they went 
forward to take their places alongside rhe 

: d o  had passed through the: 
cbes. 

0 
0 



THE WAY IT WAS... 
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1 The Army Benevolent Fund provides help to any man 
or woman and their families if they are serving or have 
served in the British Army and are in real need. This help is 
given in two ways: through grants to supplement Corps or 
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nt back 

WHENTHE war in Nonh- 
west Europe ended in 1945, 
Capt Fdwin Bramall was the 
only o5cer serving with the 
2nd Battalion, The King’s 
Royal Ritle Corps who had 
landed with the battalion at 
Normandy. All the others had 
been killed or wounded. 

Hehadbeenlucky. . . Inthe 
intervening, action-packed 
months, he had twice been 
wounded and once, while help- 
ing a soldier whose foot had 
been blown off in a minefield, 
he had himself stepped on a 
mine that failed to explode. 

He had the Military Cross 
pinned on his tunic by Gen 
Montgomery. 

Now a Field Marshal and a 
former Chief of the Defence 
Staff, Lord Bramall, 70, is a 
champion ofthe Forces, speak- 
ing frequently on their behalf 
in the House of Lords. He is 
Chairman of the Trustees of 
the Imperial War Museum. 
The King’s Royal Rifle 

Corps crossed the Channel on 
the evening of D-Day aboard 
an American tank landing 

“On D+1, our ship joined a 
queue of craft waiting to 
debouch their cargoes of men 
and material. The sight was 
fsnmtic. There was an enor- 
mous armada of ships of every 
size and shape stretching as far 

. as the eye could see. 
“We drove our vehicles off 

into deep water and everyone 
got soaked. There was an air 
alert and beachmasters were shouting for 
us to get off the beach. We didn’t hang 
around and, after driving through mine- 
cleared lanes, we dispersed into the Nor- 
mandy countryside and halted in an apple 
orchard. 

“We first went into action at Villons- 
les-Buissons, astride a main road where 
we dug trenches and took up defensive 
positions. There was nothing between us 
and the enemy, but we were strong on the 
ground. We had tanks, artillery and air 

ship. 

and naval gun6re support and were able to 
keep all attscks on UB at arm’s length. Not 
so for the danadians next to us who were 
involved interrible hand-to-hand fighting. 
There =.some very nasty incidents. It 
was rumoured that prisoners were shot. 

“At 20, I was much younger than most 
of my soldiers who had fought their way 
through Italy. They had been through a 
hell of a lot and were pretty tired. A lot of 
them thought it was about tune someone 
else had a go. Of course, it was 

Montgomery’s 

the enthusiasm 
and freshness 
of new units 
with the ex- 
perience of the old. 

”The shelling was terrible. I remember 
one gun in particular. It must have been a 
24Omm railway gun. Its shell made a noise 
like a tube train arriving at an under- 
ground station. If you heard it coming, 
you hit the deck. Its effect carried a very 
long way. 

“One landed in a field just behind me, 
but a man 200 yards away was decapitat- 
ed by a shell-splinter. There were also 
Nebelwerfer mortars: ‘moaning minnies’ 
we called them. 

“All this went on while we were 
involved in the intense business of consol- 
idating and holding our positions. But 
there were moments when the Germans 
got quite close to the coast. If we had 
failed to retain a foothold and been driven 
back to the sea, the end of the war would 
have been put back almost indefinitely.” 

The liberation atmy received a mixed 
reaction from the local population which 
had not, until then, been badly affected by 
the war because Normandy was a major 
food-producing centre. 

“The Germans had I& them pretty well 
alone and then we arrived and their homes 
were flattened by gunfire, their cattle 
killed, and Caen reduced to rubble. 

“I remember we were digging in on the 
first night and about to start fighting for 
our lives. The weather was ghastly and we 
needed overhead protection. I saw a pile 
of corrugated iron sheet@g in a farmyard 
and told my men to make use of it. Out 
came the farmer in an absolute rage, 
telling me I had no right to take it. 

“I told him where he could sruffit, but I 
suppose you can’t expect a man who 
works on the land and whose farm means 
everything to him to welcome what was 
happening on behalf of some great cause. 

“I thought the bombing of Caen a great 
mistake, because it achieved little. It flat- 
tened the city, but the Germans knew it 
was coming. They saw the Pathfinders 
dropping flares and left the town. After 
the raid, they moved back in.” 

eTurntoPsw15 

plan to mix 



Showing the deployment of land forces, including airborne divisions, engaged in the invasion of Normandy on D-Day, June 6 1944 
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Situation of German units 
at dawn on D-Day 

Major German gun 
batteries 

Counter attacks by 1 21 PanzerDivision 

First assault waves 

Held by allies at 
2400 hrs on D-Day 

0 
Dropping and landing zones in early hours of June 6 ...*. .,, 
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Can ~ Canadian 
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Ide ~ Brigade 
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:do ~ Commando 
LCT Regimental I 
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'A'A I L o  HQ 6th Airborne Division 
6th Airborne Armoured Reconnaissancp 

rcraft Regiment. RA 
73rd and 280th Field Companies, RE 
1st RM Armoured Support Regiment 
47 RM Commando 
GHQ Liaison Regiment 
Beach Groups 
2nd Bn The Hertfordshire Regiment 
6th Bn The Border Regiment 
Plus elements of: 
Royal Corps of Signals 
Royal Army Service Corps 
Royal Army Medical Corps 
Royal Army Ordnance Corps 
Corps of Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers 
Corps of Military Police 
Pioneer Corps 

J&NWOk.clr-MC8#BWM#l 
D M . h  

7th CANIDUN SRlOADE 
The Royal Winnipag Rifles 
The Ragha Rifle Regiment 
1st Canadian Scottish Regnnent 
8thcANADIANBRKuM 
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada 
Le RBaiment de la Chaudkd 

Regt. RAC 
21 1 Sty, 53rd Airlanding Light Regimen 
A 

1Mth INFANTRY BRIGADE 
2nd Bn The Royal Warwickshire 

1 st Bn The Royal Norfolk Regiment 
2nd Bn The King's Shropshke Light 
Infantry 
Division Tmops 
HQ 3rd Division 
7th, 33fd and 76th Field Regiments, RA 
20th Anti-Tank Regiment, RA 
246th Field Company. RE 
2nd Bn The Middlesex Regiment (MG) 
Units under m m a n d  for assault phase 
27th ARUOURED BRlOADE 
1 M l6 th  Royal Hussars 
The Staffordshtre Yeomamy 
The East Riding Yeomenry 
1st (SPEML SERVIOE) BRIQ*DE 
3,4 and 6 Commandos 
45 (RM) Commando 
2 Trwps 10 (IA) Commando (French) 
Elements of 79 Armoured Division 
22 Dracloons 

R6giment ;d and 4th Airlandino Anti-Tank 5ou1 BRmsw W O R W R I A N I  
M ~ O N  
69fh INFAWRY BRIGADE 
5th Bn The East Yorkshire Regiment 
81h Bn The Green Howerds 
7th Sn The Green How- 
151~4 tNFhNTRY M A D E  
6th Bn The Duham Light Infantry 
8th Bn The Durham L@ht Infantry 
9th Bn The Durham LQht Infantry 

stlwFANTRYBRUUDE 
md Bn The Devonshire Re@ment 
1st Bn The Hampshire Regiment 
l s l  Bn The Dorsetshire Regiment 
Divisional Troops 
HQ 50th Infantry Division 
61st ReC-XIMiSSanCe Regiment, RAC 
357th, 385th and 465th Btys, 90th Field 
Regiment, RA 
99Lh and 288th Btvs. 102nd Anti-Tank 

I 

atteries, RA 
rd and 591st Parachute Sauadrons. RE ~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ 

49th Field Company (Aigrne), R E  
86th Field Park Company (Airborne), 
E 
2nd Independent Parachute Company 
stand 2nd Wings Glider Pilot 
egiment, AAC 

oyal Corps of Signals 
oyal Army Service Corps 

Ius Airborne elements of: .a 

I 

, .  
Regiment, RA 
233rd. 295th and 505th Field 5 Regiment. RE 

218 Btv and HQ 73 Companies. RE 
23Mt, Field Park Comoanv. RE Light AntiAircraft Regiment, RA 

1 Tp 318 Bty (of 92 Light Anti-Aircfaft 
RaQiment, RA) 
283 Fild Compsny, RE 
629 Field Squadron, RE 
41 RM Commando (from 4 S&al 

2nd Bn The Cheshire Reg'iment (MG) 
U& under command for assault phase 
81h ARkWLIRED WGADE 
W t h  Royal Dragoon Guards 
Nottinghamshire Yeomanry (Sherwood 
Rangers) 
24th Lancers 
561h MFANTRY BRiGADE 
md Bn The South Wales Borderers 
2nd Bn The Gloucestershire Regiment 
2nd Bn The Essex Regiment 
Ekwnents Of m 
2nd County of Lo 
(Westminster Dragoons) 
2Tps 141st Regimant, RAC 
I%I Assault Regiment, RE 
86th and:l47th Fidd Fbgimnk, 
mth and 395th Btys, 120th Light Anti- 

The Nirth Shore (New Brunswick) Regt 
Bth CANADIAN BRlQADE 
The Highland Light Infantry of Canada 
The Stormont. Dundas and Glenoarw Units under wmmand for assault phase 

2nd CANADIAN ARMOURED 
BRIGADE 
8th Armoured Regiment (1st Hussars) 
10th Armoured Regiment (Fort Garry 
Horse) 
27th Armoured Regiment (The 
Sherbrooke Fusilier Regiment) 
4th (SPECIAL SERVICE) BRIGADE 
48 RM Commando 
1st Section, RM Engineer Commando 
2 Sqn, Inns of Court Regiment 

19th Canadian Fie!d Regiment SP, RCA 
62nd Anti-Tank Regiment, RA 
HQ 80 Anti-Aircraft Brigade 
372.375 Btys, 11 4 tight Anti-Aircraft 
Regiment, RA 
321 Bty, 93 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 
RA 
5th Canadian Field Company, RCE 
26 and 80 Assault Squadrons, RE 
72 and 85 Field Companies, RE 
3 and 4 B ~ s ,  2 RM Armoured Support 
Regiment 
Beach Groups 
8 Bn The King's Regiment 
5 Bn The Royal Berkshire Regimen 
Plus elements of: 
Royal Corps of Signals 
Royal Army Service Corps 
Royal Army Medical Corps 
Royal Army Ordnance Corps 
Corps of Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers 
Corps of Military Police 

Service Brigade)' 
3 Tps 5 Indepmdent Armoured Support 
Battery SP. RM 
Beach oroups 
5th Bn The King's Regiment 
1st Buckinghamshire Bn 

its of 51st Highland Division which 
ndedon DDayandmmunbsr 

mand of 3rd M s h  Infantry 

Battalions, The Go& 

Royal Amy Ordnance Corps 
rps of Royal Electrical and 

echanical Engineers 
Corps of Military P o l i i  
Pioneer Corps 

Note: *41 RM Commando was an &w of 4 
! Service Brigade. w h l d  was pul wrla 
< Id of 3 British Oiv!aion WI lsnding WI 
t 

Pioneer Corps 
Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps 

" ,  
Highlanders 
The North Nova Scotia Hiohlanders 

I 

Divisfone/ Troops 
HQ 3rd Canadian Division 
12th Canadian Field Regiment SP, RCA 
13th Canadi i  Field Regiment SP, RCA 
14th Canadian Field Reglment SP. RCA 
32nd Bty, 4th Canadian Light Antc 
Aircraft Regiment, RCA 
16th and 18th Canadian Field 
Companies, ACE 
Cameron Highlanders of 0tt;nVa (MG 

e Dennis Bowen, 
h Battalion, 
e East Yorkshire Regiment 

I MEMORIES of D-Day are lull of 
anks to the warriors of 50th Division. 
i an ex-boy soldier, not yet 18% 
ars old, I was dispatched to the 5th 
1st Yorks, at sea, waiting to invade 
irope. 
During my boys' service I had learnt 
the famous 50th Division and the 
ttles fought in the Western desert 
d the invasion of Sicily. Now I joined 
I heroes for the greatest battle ever. 
IW could we lose or come to any 
rm? 
i was now a soldier 01 the wonderful 
th Brigade; a battalion of East York- 
ire and two battalions of Green 
iwards who had already defeated 
?Germans. 
The struggle across Gold beach, the 
sualties, the heat, noise and 
haustion of the fight were absolute- 
indescribable. I know I should have 
!d of fright alone without the calm- 
ss under fire of these wonderful 
hters wearing the ribbon of the 
rica Star who taught me to survive 
I t  A-., 

BATTLL -IONOURS -1 
llow 6,1944 
The assautt on and across the 
4onnandy beaches: 

Uhnth Royal Dragoon Guards 
I3thll8th Hussars 
2nd Dragoons 
jherwood Rangers Yeomanry 
Staffordshire Yeomanry 
Westminster D r a g m  (2nd County of 
.Qndon Yeomanry) 
iast  Ridm Yeomanry 
Inns of Courl Regiment 
Royal Warwickshire Regiment 
King's Regiment 
Royal Norfolk Regiment 
.inColnshire Regiment 
)evonshire Rsaiment 

I 

Green Howards 
Cheshire R&wnt 
south wales Borderers 
Hampshire Regiment 
Dorset Regiment 
Swth Lancashire Reghent 
Oxfordehire and Bwkinghamshire Light 
Infantry 
Royal Berkshire Regiment 
King's Shropshire Light Intantry 
Middlesex Fbgimant 
Royal Ulster Rifles 
Glider Pitot Regiment 
Parachute Regiment 
Hertfordshire Regisnent 
Also awarded to the Commando 
Association 
w-ey tMme U. Hwun mn .yMs h WS, 
~ ~ * M ~ .  

I 
Jum 6.1914 
This subsidiary e n g m n t  denotes the 
W u r e  by coup de main of the Ome 

The Honour was emblazoned by the: 
OxforcWie and Budunghmhire Light 
Infantry and Glider Pilot Regiment and 
was also awarded to The Parachute 
Regiment. 

II..vBuBarrm 
Jmno, 194a 
In this engagement units of 6th Akbome 

WideeS 

>&y$ - , *\.;; 

,-:*:,;:r ..&..' 
- ___ f l w m  

8th and 9th Battalions, The Parachw 
Regiment, AAC 
1 st Canadian Parachute Battalion 
5th PARACHUTE BRIGADE 
7th, 12th and 13th Battalions. The 
Parachute Regiment, AAC 
6th AIRLANDING BRIGADE 
2nd Bn The Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry 

&d$$k?$ ;., ,*-&>-, 
-tci.., 

3rd PARACHUTE BRIGADE +?:?;$<>> '3rd BRITISH DIVISION 
8th INFANTRY BRIGADE 

-1st Bn The Suffolk Regiment 
2nd Bn The East Yorkshire Regiment 
1st Bn The South Lancashire Regiment 
0th INFANTRY BRIGADE 
2nd Bn The Lincolnshire Regiment 
1st Bn The King's Own Scottish 
Borderers 
2nd Bn The Royal Ulster Rifles 
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I THE FIELD MARSHAL’S STORY 

’Do you think 
we have had it? 
I think we 
urobablv have . 8 

t trrRor so long w liberare Cam? 
were too strong and 

sioi of the German b y .  ~eing waffen 
SS, most were fanatical Nazis who fought 
with exactly the same fervour and desper- 
ation that we would have done if we had 
been repelling an invasion of Britain.” 

Lord Bramall believes the diIXculw of 
the terrain had been underestimated. 

yIt was not like Salisbury Plain which 
you could just motor across. Inthe bocage 
county of Normandy, you couldn’t see 
further than the next field, and the succes- 
sion of very deep hedgerows and ditches 
proved ideal for the enemy to defend.” 

Lord Bramall w s  armed with a 
revolver. A ‘‘bloody useless weapon’’, he 
said, preferring to carry a rifle or sten gun. 

Had he kJkd an mmy soldier? 
“Yes. Once, I knew I had killed a man. 

It is not ditlicult in the sort of conditions 
we were faced with. Either you will be 
killed or someone else is. It’s part of a pat- 

“I never a d y  stuck someone with 8 
bayonet . . . I always med to dispose 01 
the opposition before that moment 
occurred.” 

In one dramatic incident, a company 
group was subjected to direct lke from 
Gaman tanks or self-propelIed guns that 
had broken through. 

‘“we took what cover we could. With 

tan.  

another platoon commander, Ia Bemard 
Jackson, I sheltered under a half-track. 
The shells came crashing down. The com- 
pany commander and sergeant major 
were killed, as was another platoon com- 
mander. 

“I turned to Bernard and said ‘Do you 
rhink we have had it?’ He replied: ‘I think 
we probably have’. There was a temble 
crash as a shell struck our vehicle. When 
the dust had cleared, I looked down and 
not only was he dead, but his whole body 

StafF). Both men returned to Normandy a 
month later. 

“When we arrived at a rear port centre, 
I caused a lot of agitation because I was so 
anxious to return to my battalion. Some 
base wallah told me I would have to 
‘bloody well take my turn’, so Maj Gibbs 
and I stole a vehicle and drove ourselves to 
rejoin the battalion.” 

Tactin in the early stages of the Nor- 
mandy campaign were unimaginative: 
Operation Epsom had been a typical 
example. One of the leading battalions, a 
Scottish regiment, formed up on a start 

wps blackened from bead t line and advanced across a cornfield 
blast had killed him. behind a creeping artillery barrage. 

“Their casualties were enormous. They 
were shelled on the start line. Some of the 
shells were our own. They suffered casual- 
ties moving folward, because the enemy 
knew they were coming. In contrast, the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders were 

side to uut the flames out. ordered at short notice to seize two 
brie over the River Odon. There was 
no e to lay on artillery fire and they 
went through on a one-man front, the 
leading company wmmander having 
f o d  a c o d  h e  of approach. 

‘They achieved complete surprise and 
ended up six miles behind the enuny and 
secured the two bridges with less than ten 
casualties. I bet if they had formed up in 
the usual way, they would have suffered 
heavJI casuclttics and made only half the 

” 

Britain with another wounded KRRC’ 
of6cer, hhj Roland Gibbs (who was to 
precede him as Chief of the General 

. ’ 

progress. It wouldn’t work every time 
but, post war, what became known as C 
‘in6luation attack’ had much to COI 
mend it.” 

The young platoon commander fo 
the “fog of war” often caused breakdo 
in communications, and came up wi 
novel solution. 

to dash over and shout in their ear, whi 
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UNION JACK CLUB 
m R I Services Club -& in London 

ihether on leave or travelling on duty, stay at 
your own club, conveniently situated near 
Waterloo Station, at very modest rates. Duty 
travellers can book their accommodation directly 

with us. 
Single, Double and Family bedrooms - many En Suite. 

All modern facilities - Restaurant - Bars - Colour 
TV Rooms - Launderette - Snooker Tables - 
Reading and Writing Rooms - Conference Areas. 
Members of Allied and NATO Forces most 

welcome. 
Officers are also welcome. 

To book your accommodation conk%cf: 
Reservations Office 

Union Jack Club 
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London SE1 8UJ 
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AIRBORNE & PARACHUTE 
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US 8TH AIR FORCE, SCREAMING 
EAGLES, ALL AMERICAN AIRBORNE. 
For details of this Colleitotors' Series and D-Day 
Commemorative lighteh please contact: 
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Troopera ot 3 C L V  . 
under cover 01 their tnnk 

AN EXHIBITION at the National Army Museum t d s  the 
story of D-Day and the battle of Normandy through the expe- 
riences of individual British soldiers. 

Many of the photographs, on show for the first time, were 
taken by Capt (later Maj) James Sale MC, of the 3rd County 
of London Yeomanry (Sharpshooters). 

Capt Sale’s camera fitted into his  battledress pocket, and he 
used it to record the landing on Gold beach on D+ 1, campaign 
life and tank warfare. After landing near Mont Fleury, the 
Sharpshooters attacked a radar station at Bouvres and took 
pan in the battles to capture Caen. 
Part of 4th Armoured Brigade and equipped with Sherman 

tanks, they were later amalgamated with the 4th County of 
London Yeomanry which had suffered heavy losses a t  Villers 
Bocage on June 13. 

“Manly‘s Man - the BrBIsh Soldiet and tJm P h y  Camplpn” runs at 
th. ICtlonai Army Muswm until September 18. 

boX~S.-he jar wlth a white lab01 Is an Army- 
Issw t h m o a  flask. The picture was taken at 
Vetnay, after the BRlsh sdvanm around 
Csumont and Vlre In early August IS44 



It I s all right, lads, 
here! lmii, 

FOR AS LOKG as w m  have becn fied that the synngcs contained poison. 
fought, the ordinary soldier has had a fear 
of being left alone on the battlefield with 
no one to tend his wounds. 

In June 1944, voops going into actlon 
on D-Day were reassured by the news that 
they were to be supported by some of the 
finest medical and nursing facilities a v d -  
able. Casualty clearing and field drcsslng 
stations would be deployed close behind 
the front line to ensure the injured could 
quickly be moved to general hospltals in 
the rear maintenance areas. 

This confidence was not shared by 
wounded German prisoners treated in the 
British Army’s forward hospitals. They 
had been told by their commanders that 
they would be killed if c a p m d .  

QA nursing sister Maureen Gara wit- 
nessed panic-smcken patients having to 
be held down while do- of morphia or 
penicillin were injected. They w m  t&- 

Now 78,retimlwdIlvinginAldershot, 
Maureen maintains a keen interest in the 
work of todsy‘s Queen Alexandra’s Royal 
Army Nursing Corps. After the war she 
earned a General Service Medal with 
clasp for the Malaya and Borneo cam- 
paigns. 

In the run-up to the mvasion of Nor- 
mandy, she and fdlow nurses from the 
then Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military 
Nursing Service spent weeks in a field out- 
side. Watford erecting and dismantling a 
1,200-bed tented hospital and memoris- 
ing the contents of hundreds of packing 
cases carrying medical supplies for the 
79th General Hospital that would arrive 
in France before the staff. 

“In April, our tents and hospital equip- 
ment were taken away and, after a period 
spenttrainingin Scotland, we were sent to 
Saxmundham in Suffolk where we joined 

residential home. He will never leave it because of his fear of the outside. 
His brain connects the outside with pain, terror and danger. He can now Only 
look at the outside world from the safety at four walls. 

The Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society has over 3,000 ex-Sewice men 
and women to look after and there are more still on the waiting list. Please 

do help. We have need of every penny urgently. 

ThaytriedtoQivemomthanthaycould. 
Please Qive as much as you can. 

m.carnrrazgpm 

Mdm 

a large concentration of troops. There we 
were issued with rolls of red and white 
hessian, and needles and twine. We sewed 
yards of hessian before realising we were 
making a huge Red Cross to markthe hopr 

“On D+9 we boarded a ship at 
Southampton and set s a i l  that night far 
Normandy. Next morning, it anchored 
offshore and we were allowed on deck. It 
was miles from the beach and we felt quite 
vulnerable. After a long delay, we scram- 
bled down nets with other soldiers into 

; 

.zz’$ 
’ .  %’ 

1 ’ 

.;~ . ..I , pital from the air. 
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LSTs that were fussing around the ship. 
Only half-a-dozen medical staff were 
akmed in each boat load. They couldn’t 
afford to lose 50 to 100 doctors and nurses 

. 4OOwounded roldlem to arrlve that day. Maurs~l Gara Is pictured far rlgM wntm 
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50 YEARS ON 
(in fact it’s 66 years) 

( . . . and still growing) I AND STILL HOUSING 

-....- .. ~~~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ 

in one go should an LST have been sunk. 
“We couldn’t go forward because a 

battle was raging, so we spent the first 
night resting behind a hedge. Soldiers, 
whistling and singing, marched up the 

trucks took us to our hospital Shells whistled over the hospital. 
d already been erected. We “We rested at night under cover in 
our gear and got the wards trenches. One night there was a lull in the 

fighting and Sister Kay Kilby and I crept 
e first convoy of ambulances carry- back to our tent. Because of the shrapnel, 

wounded arrived at 4pm. We received staff used to sleep with their steel helmets 
than 400 casualties that first day. I covering whichever part of their body they 

Some had awful injuries. 
“otten their rifles had be 

else, I would still be able to think. 
“We were woken next morning by an 

orderly called Dillon who 
brought us mugs of tea and 
told us we shouldn’t have as a patient whose artery 

had been severed could been there. I was shocked 
hleed to death internally. to find a lump of shrapnel 

“Several of us had been had ripped through the tent 
trained to administer blood and struck my pillow next 
by the Blood Transfusion 

“The CO had ordered 
wme terrific RAMC male that we should all be issued 
nurses working alongside with a tot of rum each 
US. evening to help us sleep in 

“My first p a k t  was a the trenches. It made me 
sick, so I had been saving 19-year-old gunner. I bent 

. fbwn to talk to him and told my rum ration for my 
him I was a QA. He shouted boyfriend, Peter, who was 
to the other wounded ‘It’s serving in Normandy with weren’t all bad. One of our surgeor 
all right lads. The QAs are he- ~ ome . t-- ~ ~~ :onnaissance Regiment. me I was too charitable, pointing 01 

patients raised a cheer, but others did not ‘‘I looked under my camp bed and said the enemy commanders must have known 
believe him. In our steel helmets, hoots to Kay: ‘It’s all right, Kay. It’s missed we were treating their wounded. 
and battledress, we hardly looked like Peter’srum.’ “Eventually, other hospitals were estab- 
nurses.’’ “She said sharply: ‘What do you mean lished alongside ours. We called the road 

Fatally-injured casualties who .t’s missed his nun More importantly, it running between them Harley Street. 1~~~ ~~ 

inoperable were removed to a spi nissed your headl’ Once, I was astonished to see some newly- 
ward. It was staffed by a sister and t “The giant Red Cross we had sewn arrived nurses staggering through mud, 
padres. The last rites were given and seemed to do the Pick. The hospital was wearing their red nursing capes over theu 
patients allowed to die with digniry. in the centre of a huge concentration area, uniforms. 

“It had to be done. You couldn’t have surrounded by tanks, guns  and troops. “I asked why they were dressed like 
soldiers who were going to Live watching German aircraft bombed them, not us. that, and they told me their matron had 
others die. I can say with confidence, “One afternoon, a German pilot flew said the soldiers would ”‘ 
every soldier who came to us with any down one side of our hospital perimeter, arriving as ladies. Our 
chance of life was given that chance. machine-gunning as he went. He did the told us to wear hel--t. 

“The conditions we worked under were same on the other side without hitrinp us. iust like anvone el 

,,,,..Jsedthedoorbehind him 
and stepped into the street, the 
bombexploded. We collected him 
after hisdischarge from hospital. 
A bomb can do a lot of damage in 
a narrow Belfast street where 
danger has become a way Of life 
for over 20 years. 

We nnw Innk after him in our ,j 

I 
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Over 800 houses and flats 
throughout the UK to let to 

ex-Service families. 4 

Contact: 
Haig Homes, Alban Dobson House, 

Green Lane, Morden SM4 5NS. 
Tel: 081 -648 0335 Fax: 081 -646 6247 
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A YOUNG M v d  olRcer S d d d  US 
over the tannoy and told ua that the 
shoreline along Gold beach waa plant- 
ed with ad girdem wlth m l w  
8ttechsd.Heeddedthatwhenhewasa 
few m l h  from the ahore, he Intended 
to ”put hls foot down” and gsl us e6 

’Weanwhile gentlemen, w t  some 
sleep. 1’11 Ist you know when.” 

‘Hear lhlsl Hear thlsI” . . . I renllsed I 
mud have dozed off. How, I don’t 
k H 

ckse tome beech aa pooslbls. 

C d 
us, and the shells and rockets that 
were Hrlng towards UU, beach. 

Two hundred yards. 1 W yards, then 
crash! Our a& came to a shuddering 
halt amld a loud explodon. A Jesp thet 
should have been first on was no 
more. In H5 place w88 a gaplng hole In 
the deck. 

The ramp wont dawn. WHh the 
englne of my Bren carrhr raarlng, I 
remmed It Into flrsl gear. let on the 
brakes and shot over the hob Into the 
sen. ns hucks gripped the beach and 

forward. An eternlty 



If vndm l-ving the Forces, we'll help make it come true. I r 
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0 Numbers 
On DDay Itself, 59,900 personnel, 
8,900 vehlcles and 1,900 tons of stores 
were landed. By D+50, 631,000 per- 
sonnel, 153,000 vehicles and 689,000 
tons of stores, plus 68,000 tons of fuel 
and oil had been dellvered to the 
brldgehead. 

0 Bath time 
The first mobile bath and laundry units 
(MBLU) landed on D+12. The bath sec- 
tions operated with forward units, often 
under shell and mortar fire, to provide a 
change of clothing and baths for the 
troops. In the early stages of the cam- 
paign, laundry sections concentrated on 
providing clean linen and clothing for hos- 
pitals. One MBLU could provide clean 
underwear and a bath for every man in a 
division once a week. 

0 Newspaper 
A moMk dupllcatlng section at- 
tached to HQ Second Army s r W  
on July 2 and withln four days had 
produced the flrst issue of the I 

1 
0 Home comforts 

~, ~~~ ~ ~~~ ~~ ~~~. 
Enemy mortar fire was stated to be the 
main cause. Divisional Exhaustlon 
Centres were owned and more than 
65 per cent of Gsualties returned to 
duty. 

0 Entertaining 
Football and rugby equipment for the 
troops was packed in cases. Daily news- 
papers were provided, one to ten men. 
Five '"Stars-in-Battledress" concert par- 

- 

I was the responsibility of five SpeCisl 
Royal Engineers groups and one RAF 
wing. By the end of June, excluding an 
emergency landing strip, ten airfields 
had been built in the beach-head area. 

I not a sinale franc was iost. I 

ties landed on the beaches on D+8 and 
gave performances within a mile of the 
front line, usually on a "stage" made by a 
3-ton lorry with its sides down. Fifty Army 
cinemas showed films for eight hours a 
day to large audiences. By the end of 
July, 5,500 wireless sets had been 
issued. 

0 Air mail ~ 

The first Army postmen in theatre were 
those of 6 Airboine Division who landed 
by parachute and glider well before 
H-hour. Those accompanying 1 and 4 
Spacial Service Sri@s landed an hour 
after the sea assault man. Others fol- 
lowed. It had been planned to deliver mail 
to assault units on D+1, but this was 
delayed to D+2 because of shipping diffi- 

0 Fire drill 
Six fire fighting companies were 
deployed during the assault In the 
first phase the Army Fire Service 
attended 109 fires, 44 of which were 
caused by enemy action 

0 Vehicle check 
Strict control had to be exercised over the 
arrival of replacement vehicles especially 
as the first Black Market in liberated 
Europe showed signs of starting on the 
beaches. Units who wanted to "make" a 
vehicle sent back drivers to meet landing 
craft. If the opportunity arose they drove 
away whatever caught their fancy. 

0 God's work 
More than 50 chaplalno landed during 
theflrst24hwrs.Thelrwo~lnthefor- 
ward a m s  made a malor contrlbutlon 
to good morale. 

51 



Ju* e: Equlpnm rd a i n p  bdno 
UnlMdmd fmnl OR. of y* gHdm W h b h  
-iu*lud.d 

From a total of& oftims and 120 
men originally inA Comp.ny, thm were 
no surviving offian and fewer thsn 20 
mm by the middle of Jlme 6. 

"They had borne the brunt of rhe 
attpdc In C Company, who WCIT in the 
p o u n d s  of a fhstepu more or leps next to 
A Coy, all the oftian w a r  killed pad 
there w a  only 20 mcn rrmnining. B 
Company didbmrras far as ofticer8wpe 

w -  

Y -_.. .--. ".., 
86 (Herh reo) Field Regiment RA 

I WAS the junior offlcer In a troop o 
four self-propelled guns. Our role was 
to bombard the beaches from the sei 
(the run-in shoot) and then corm 
ashore behind the first wave o 
Infantry. 

We opened fire a1 0650, closing of 
the shore at the rate of 200 yards pi 
minute, and landed at 0805 on Gok 
beech in support of 69 lnfantq 
Brigade. We landed just below the Ver 
sur-Mer lighthouse and in front of the 
dreaded Mont Fbury Battery. 

The 6th Green Howards 
this gun position with great gatlanm 
and CSM HoUis won a VC. On thsir left 

the 5th East Vorks took the Iight- 
house and by GS00 our guns were 
clear of thebeilch and deployed in this 
area. 

By nighffnll, the brigade had 
advanced seven mlies to come withh 
sight of the Caen-Bayeux road. We 
went the first night in C r w n  prepat- 
ing a fire programme for tlle dawn 

. . .  
_. 



TIP OF THE SPEARHEAD: “ALta&“ lvar Ihe 
Wacdbt  W i n  79AmmuadL?hMm’s 
dlclfanaryofwer. L74aywa6krp&th&W. 

WHEN Maj Oen Sir Percy C S Habrut 
was brought out of retirunent in 1942 at 
the age af 57 to commend the 79th 
Armoured Division, his supamW can 
-have nalised howmuch ofa contri- 
bution hc would make to victory. 

Heban, who had joined the Royal 
Fhgincm in 1904, waa a vetcranofIndin 
and the F i t  World War. He had won the 
Military C m  at Nmw Chnplle and 
later a DSO and six warrime msntions in 
&spatChes. 

Trsnsfersing to the Royal Tank Corps, 
he became Director of Military Training 
Ware raising the 7th A r m a d  Division 
in Egypt in 1938-39. He was plpced on 
rrtiredpay in 1940 and became a corporal 
in the Home Guard. 

In 1943, Hobart - awctiOnarey known 
as Hobo - was tasked to collect all 
spccial assault equipment undw his com- 
mand. By the end of the camp- in 

gamery would recod “This division bas 
been, and is, unique among all the 
divisions in the Allied armies.” 

North-Wet Eumpe, Fd Marshal Mont- 

Because of the divi- 
sion’s unique constitu- 
don and role, its story 
takesineverybigopera- 
tion in the crushing of 
FmtressEumpc. 

Over andovcr again it 
provided armeur and 
sped.l assauk teams 
which peneaned m- 
rrfudofen&epdtian8. 
IQgrratesrunderreldns 
was the invankm on& 
Day, i s  next peates the 
croasinn ofthe Rhine. In 

the techniques wllich it deployed 
intensive exprimcnEa all OVQ the UK 
during 1943 and 1944 pmved inviucible. 
Despite some speasculnr 5ilum such 

as the “Great Panjandnm?” a Cathuine 
wheel-like device for explodii mine- 
fields, the development of the division’s 
secret weapons continued at various sites 
druughaut Britain. 

Specialised equipment selected for the 
landing included the CDL (a searchliit- 
mounted, one-gun Churchill or Grant 

tank), the Crab (a flail mowed on a 
Shennan gun tank). the armaured bull- 
dozer, Churchill AVRBacmybgfaseines, 
Smsn box @&I bridges, mine-deiiew 
ploughs, and the DD tank, an amphibious 
Sherrnan capable of navigating at sea. 

These devices - “Hobart‘s Funnies” - 
were all secret, and so well was the wcret 
kept that not a single case was reported of 
DD tankn being welcomed by anti-tank 
fire before t h 9  landed. 

The invading Btitish Second Army con- 
sisted of three spearheads, the right flank 
bting taken by 50 (Northumbrian) Divi- 
sion. For the initial Ianding in this sector, 
79 Armoud Division supplied 12 tezuns, 
from B and C Squadrons, Westminster 
Dragoons and 81 and 82 Assault 
Squadrons, RE. 

Despite the beach diEidties at Le 
Hamel and n sea which carried the craft 
too far east, and despite the onshore wind, 
which piled up the tide half9fi-hour 
before schedule, by nightfall the teams 
with 231 Brigade had carried out their 
tasks and had rallied near Buhot. 
The second group ofassault teama were 

with 69 Brigade, just to the west of La &- 
i.?re, and conditions there were much the 
same. There were many individual deeds 
of &our. On the &de sf this front, out 
of 12 attempted lanes, seven had s u d -  

I 
, 

edbynightfau,providiDgfoursafedtson 
one brigade  fro^ and three on the other, 
druugh which the assaulting infantry and 
nrmour, and later on rbe multitude of 
follow-up vehicles and men, could pour 
into Normandy. 

The centre spearhead, handleci by 3 
Canadian Division, alno brought two 
brigades up, on the right the 7th and on 
the I& the 8th. The 7th landed 

at Courselles-sur-Mer 8. I 
behind four assault 
teams from B Squadron, 
22 Dragoons, Wesrmin- 
ster D r a m  and 26 
Assault Squadmn, RE. 
The 8th came in behind 
four wault teams ftum 
B Squadron, 22 Dm- 
goons and 80 Assat& 
Squadron, RE. For this 
centrd spearhead 12 
lanes were clearcd. 

The left spenfhafl 
was an assault by 3 Brjt- 
&Dkkion,onebrigade 
up,onafrontofmbt-  
talion@., each preecded 
by a 79 Armoured Divi- 

hardly comprehend what had hit them. 
Gianr 5ails on rollem, fined to the fmnt of 
some tanks, cleared mklields by explod- 
ing mines harmlessly in front of the vehi- 
cles. Petards - A r m o d  Vehicles Royal 
Engineers (AVRE) fitted with a 29Omm 
s h o r t - b d e d  mortar - lobbed a 401b 
dustbin-sized mortar at close range to 
destroy blockhouses and gun emplace- 
ments. Crocodile tanks fitted wth Aame 
riuowers, against which there was DO 
defence, poured liquid fh into enemy 
POSifiOnS. 

Witbin a few hours it became clear that 
far the 6rst time in tristory a seaborne 
asoautr had been pchieved by armourpre- 
Ec$iaa hhw - n m u I  in such force 

Divisbn had played a decisive part on 
every British besch. 

Duiing the next seven weeks life for the 
division consisted of a great numher of 
small  but imprtant actions in the pmin- 
suls: the reduction of enemy aaongholds 
and similar acdona. 
On Monday night, August 7-8, the 

breaLthrough which smashed the Cam 
hit@ began. 79 Assault squadron, RE 
marked the route forward for the Canadi- 
ans; Crabs silenced s w d  %8mm guns. 
They followed immcdiarely behind the 
leading armour oneach sector and inmast 
cases found themselves leading columns 
on to their objccdves. LucLily thq met no 

for the enemy gunners to take aim, the 
armouz had reached in  objeaiw some 
6,000 yards forward. 

The bre&hrough,was effected and the 
scene was set for nctory in the Felaiae 
Gap. Therea€ter, unril the defeat of Grr- 
many, the division was in the thick of the 
fightin%. 

It also took on many minor tasks, same 

mines, and long before it was li& enough 

that it had not only led the s u e  
infnmry on to its objectives, but acfually:.?i ,..unexpected, such as the torching of 
overwhelmed enemy defences, already Belsen. There, Crocodile f l a m e h e  
weakened by incessant aerial and naval ranks were used in the concentration 
bombardment. camp to burn infected grounds and huts 

The test of action had, by its results, with liquid flame. 
proved the fundamental righmess of the The decision made in 1943 by the Chid 
policy adapted in regard to the specialised ofthe Imperial General Staffto vest in one 
BrmOUX. man the conuol and development of all 

But the 79th Armoured Division’s SUE- specialist a n n o d  devices had paid a 
cess was achieved not without loss. handsome dividend. 
Twelve Crabs and 22 AVREs were In June 1945, the p m w  of dis- 
knocked out during the fighting on June 6, bmdment was started, but 79 ArmoW 
and 169 men were Wed or wounded. .v!~,*. rDMsion had left its mark along the mads 

Most ofthe beaches were open to traftic ep-a+xof Europe and on military histmy.. Auiea 
within a few hours of touching down. In and enemies alike would never hrge the 
their first action, men of 79 A r m o d  divisirm’s ‘‘Bull’s Head” s h .  

..- ..._ 



at tha AIRBORN€ FORCES MUSEUM, 
Browning Barracks. Aldershot, 
Hampshire, from 7 Apdl to 20 

lsapc Newton Road, Arborfield 
Garrison, Reading RG2 9LN. Tel: 

fmrn Juw B pmMdr. Open Mon- 
Fri 09.00 to 12.30, 14.00 to 
16.3Ohrs. Admission free. 

0734 763567. O-Oar ExhibHhn 

blha~ie castle, Hay street, Perth 
PH1 SHR. Telephone 031-310 
8530. Open Manday+* 10.00- 
16.30 (winter 15.30), Sunday and 
Public HoRdays 14.00-16.30 
(Luter to September only). 

E@n Camp, hlprmo. bath Yorkshire 
Y O I ~  oso. TOW- 0669 ~ 7 7 7 7 .  A 
uniqun m w m  wvainp @a Sswnd 
WorM War, B O y  &?#ay new fof 1994. 
Dpw Fob lQo(p;%%saren davs awesk, 
10.W17.00. AWw lhm hours for a 
v k k  

Oueenk pruk, Grsnty Strsel LOW 
barough. T&phone OM10 289151. 
Open G w d  Friday to SSptsmeSr 30 
homl4.Wl8.W. P a m w h h i i m  
iospect the tower at other times 
should apply to the attendant in tha 
Park. 

QUEEN'S OWN HIGHHUNDERS 
[S&ofth end Camerons) REGIMEN- 
TAL MUSEUM, Folt Gsorge. By Invel- 
n889 IVI m. open WI m 
Ssplember, Mon-Fri 10.00-18.00. Sun 
14.00-18.00 October to Maroh, hh-  
Fr 6.00. 

r 
DERBY MUSEUM, The Strand, Dew 
DEI I S .  Telo332 255581. DbpbyS 
of9/t2lancars, DerbyshireYewnanly 
(L 95(h (De~yahire) Rag4 (Sherwood 
F0reSt.n). Open Tues-Sat 10.00- 
18.33, M m  ll.M)-17.00. Sun 14.30. 
18.30. 

Ctive Steps. King Charles street, London 
W1A 2AO. Teiephorm 071-930 6961 
The authem underground shelter used 

Statl and military p l u t m  during tb 
sewnd world war. Open every day 

admksian 17.15. 

by Chumhill, hk war CaMnRt, Chtsfs of 

Dac 24-26, 1O.W-18.00, last 
PRINCE OF WALESS OWN REGI- 
MENT OF VORWRSE MUSEUM, 3 

MUSEUM OF THE ORDER OF ST 
JOHN, Si John's Gate, Clerkenwell. 
w o n  EClM 4OA. Tdephone 071- 
253 M. Open Monday to Friday 
10.00-17.00, seturday 10.00-18.00. 

I day; October to March Monday-Friday. I Admission E1.W. --- 

THE ROYAL WELCH FUSILIERS 

Gwynedd U55 ZAY. Telephone 
0286 673362. Open Summer 
09.30-18.00, winter (end Oct to 
end March) 09.30-16.00. 

. ' SCHOOL OF 
MkIC,  Kn& Hall, Whitton, Twlck- 
enham Tw2 7W. Telephone 081-898 
5533. open vreekdsys 10.00-12.30 
and 14.00-15.30, Wednesdap 10.00- 
12.30. B y a p p d n ~ o n i y .  

1 KING'S OWN SCOTMIH 
BORDERERS 

AlRBoRllE FORCE6 MUSEUM 
Browning Barracks. Aldershot, Hank 
Te4aphane0252345619 Thestoryof 

sent day open Man to Sun I O W -  
1630 Admmion Adults BOO. : Children and OAPs €1 .W 

~ t r b o r ~ ~ ~ ~ w b ~ s  fmm iw m the pre- 

If you require more 
information on any of the 
above museums please 
contact them direct on the 
telephone number in their 
advertisement 

The Barracks, Bern& upon Tweed 
TO15 1OG. Telephone 0289 
307426. Open Mon to Fri 09.30- 
16.00, Sat 09.30-12.00. Closed 
Easter, Christmas and New Year. 
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ADDRESS a letter merely to “Bill lillin, 
Devon” and you can be confident that it 
will be delivered without too much trou- 
ble. 

That is one legacy of an unforgettable 
incident on a French shore halfa century 
ago which has marked his name indelibly 
on the collective memory of those who 
were there, and countless others all over 
the world who were not. 

He is the man who, as Brig Lovat’s per- 
sonal piper, let the enemy know on D-Day 
that the British troops were defiant as they 
poured ashore on Sword beach. He played 
the bagpipes as he waded from the landing 
craft and continued to do so as, with gun- 
fire all around, he marched up and down 
among the dead and wounded. 

SOLDIER caught up with “Piper Bill”, 
who is continually in demand at war-time 
anniversaries and commemorations, at 
the opening of new displays in 
Portsmouth’s D-Day Museum. 

“The image which stays in my mind,” 
he said, “is of leaving the Hamble river 
and sailing through the flotilla of 2 1 land- 
ing craft and the invasion fleet of hun- 
dreds and hundreds of ships. 

“I was in the bow of the leading group 
and I remember the troops throwing their 
hats in the air as we passed.” 

After a stormy Channel crossing, he 
and his fellow-soldiers landed at five in the 
morning on June 6. 

It is not difficult to imagine the words of 
Brig Lord Lovat, commanding officer of 
1st Special Service Brigade, 
ringing in his ears. 

“You are going to lead the 
biggest invasion in the history 
of warfare,” the brigadier had 
told him. 
“Thanks very much,” had 

been Bill’s immediate thought, 
but, the sprightly septuagenari- 
an told SOLDIER, although 
he could have refused, there 
was something in the way his 
chief put it that made h m  feel 
he had already volunteered . . . 

So he found himself jumping 
off landing craft LCI (S) 519’s 
right-hand ramp into the water, bagpipes 
aloft, following Brig Lovat, who had Leapt 
off the left ramp, as he waded towards the 
distinctly unfriendly greeting which await- 
ed the incoming troops. 

“Once I could find my feet, I started to 
play The Highland Laddie, the regimental 
quick march of the Scots Guards, as I 

- - -  

One of the most famous Images of PDay. Blll Mlllln, plpes at the ready, prepares to follob 
Lord Lovat (on right of column of men) from the landlng craft 

went ashore. The brigadier had been 
involved with military training with the 
regiment, and it brought a smile to his 
face,” recalls Bill Millin. 

It was a bizarre exuerience, he ameed, 
to walk out of the water still 
playing, and to be confronted 
with the sight of wounded 
British soldiers lying where 
they had fallen. 

“Quite a few of them asked 
where the medics were. I had 
no idea, but told them they 
were on their way.” 

With just a hint of sarcasm 
in his voice, the celebrated 
piper asked Brig Lovat what he 
should play next. 

Back came the reply The 
Rood To The Isles, and that is 
the composition which the 

assembled masses, including the occu- 
pants of a machine-gun emplacement ar 
the top of the road, were regaled with as 
the former Highland Light Infantryman 
and Queen’s Own Cameron Highlander 
marched up and down the exposed beach. 

“At one stage, a large figure looked me 
up and down, then bellowed in my ear in 

an angry voice: ‘You mad bastard’. It was 
a commando sergeant,” said Bill. 

By the time he left the shore, the 
brigadier and the other commanders had 
moved on, and he bad to catch up. 

“Lovat was a good soldier and, being an 
aristocratic type, he just carried on and 
never ducked down, while I was crawling 
through ditches,” Bill, who is president of 
the South Devon and Torbay branch of 
the Normandy Veterans’ Association, 
explained. 

On reaching the Ome bridge, he looked 
at the brigadier. 

“We could see the airborne chaps at the 
other side of it. He said ‘Come on’, so we 
both went over it, as I played, and made it 
safely. 

“As soon as we were at the other side, a 
tall chap materialised and said to the 
brigadier: ‘Very pleased to see you, old 
boy.’ It was Lt Henry ‘Tod‘ Sweeney of 
the airborne forces (now director general 
of the Battersea Dogs’ Home).” 

Lovat then apologised for being 2% 
minutes late for the rendezvous! 

Unlike his less fortunate CO, who was 
wounded by shellfire in France, Piper 

0 Turn to Page 61 



THE 
ROYAL DOULTON 

M A Y  
COMMEMORATIVE 

PLATE 
A SPECIAL EDITION 

CHINA PLATE 
FROM AN 
ORIGINAL 
PAINTING BY 
ANDREW 
WHEATCROFT 

ENGLISH FINE BONE 1 

FROMLAWLEYS 
BYPOST 

PRODUCED DURING 
1994 
EMBELUSHEDWITH 
22 CARAT GOLD BANDING 
FULL 10 INCH DIAMETER 

WILLONLY BE 

We are delighted toannounce awry 
speclel trlbute horn Royal Doulton to 
Commemoretethemom~sevents 
Ot6thJull0194A 

The Royal Doulton Way 
CommcMloratkrePlaternarksme5Cth 
Annhnwecuy of a Mlclel rnOment In our 
h h r y ;  the Illustration Is by a much 
acclalrned artls(; and the plate Is trorn 
the studloo oi mal ~ou#on. III eve.ty 
nspectlt Is an imponam and hicltorfc 
work whlch wlll greatly enhance any 
Collection. 

FROM A PAINTING BY A OREAT ARTIST 
Atthecsnb.dth%p!ateiaareQroductiondan 
~ p e h r a n s b Y ~ w h e a ( u o f f U s h o w s  
tvro of our most famous leaders General Bemard 
Montgomeiy, C-in-C ofthe2lstArmyGroup. and 
U General Crocker. commander of the British 1 SI 
Corps Behind them landing craff disgorge their 
Vehicles and Royal Marine Commandos, while 
above. barrage balloons keep German Rghters 
from flying low over the beachhead m e  border 
COnSiStS of Montgomery's Arms (at 12 dciock). the 
Badge of the Royal Tank Regiment (at 9 o'clock). 
the Badge of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment 
(at 3 o'clock), Montys famous beret (at 6 o'clock), 
and vanous milita!y designs and motbfs 

The Royal ChwUon aOay Commemorative Plate Is 
madekorn En@W nRe bone china, and has been 
created by the craflsmen of Royal Douiion. Each 
plate has a special glaze to brlng out the rich 
mlours offhe illustration, and is embellished with a 
generous band of 22 carai gold 
The D-Day Commemorative Plate will only ever 
be produced during 1994. Each will bear an 
eXClUSlVe backstamp incorporating the artlsYs 
signature and will only be available from 
Lawleys by Post A Certificate of Authentlcihl will 
accompany each plate. 

EXCELLENT VALUE 
The Royal h l t o n  CMnmemorative D-Day Piate 
represents excellent value at just f45.00 
(including VAT. postage and packlng).This may 
be paid in three convenient I terest-free monthly 
instalments of f  15.00 each.in eariyapplication 
is recommended to avoid diSappointmenL 

. 
L 

I 

THE 
NO Qull3ELE OUAliANrEE 

WewantyoutoenloywsssingendbcsDlnhtgyourplate. 
It, when itaniveqyoudeddeyoudonl waMRsend it backto 
us and we71 send a11 your money back without question; and 
ofcourseitgoeswithoutsayingthatifthere'sanything wrong 
when you set k we'll replace it or refund your money straight 
away mis does not affed yourstatutoiy rights. 
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MEDAL (VSM) 
XJNTARY SERVICE 

THE MEDAL PROPOSED BY AND 
PRODUCED EXCLUSIVELY FOR 

VOLUNTEERS 
Recognition has at last been given to the Volunteers, both men 6 

women, commissioned or non wmmissioned from all three 
services, who have given service to Great Britain & the Empire 
during peacetime or hostilities with a devotion second to none. 

These beautiful commemorative medals are produced in 
hallmarked Sterling silver and crafted by CITADEL AWARDS 
to their traditional high standards. The full size medal may be 

engraved with service details. A silver miniature is also 
available. 

( M e r  by phone or complete the coupon bclow and send with 
your payment. or credit curd d d s ,  to: 

CITADEL AWARDS. P.O. BOX 171. PLYMOUTB. 



If I had turned 
the brigadier 
down, I might 
have ended up in 
the cookhouse 

. F ~ P 8 # 0 5 8  
MiUin went throw the Nonb African 
and Sicily campaigns, as well as Nor- 
mandy and Germany, unscathed. 

"I was very lucky, Normandy was 
likened to Stalingrad in terms of loss of 
German and Allied lives. I stayed in 
France from June 6 to September 6, and it 
was h d c .  

"People on opposing sides were so closc 
that you could hear them swaldng - and, 
after a while, you could even di$lingui~JI 
who was about to fire by the sound of the 
bomb mine down the barrel of the - -  
monar.' 

Esclier this vear, a mystem was solved . .  
for Bill. 

As a result of a newspaper article about 
him, a coxswain who had taken part in the 
D-Day landkr(ls wrote from Carlisle and 
told him he had a box belonging to Bill 
which the piper had I& on his lnnding 
craft. 

"It contained, among other fhings, my 
pmctice chanter: I told him that, having 
kept it for 50 years, he e t  as well hold 
on to it!" 

He had asked the sailor how the craft 
had fpnd after the mops had waded 
ashore. 

"He told me that the boats were getting 
Lnoclred out one after the other by heavy 
gun6re. They were pepoWven and very 
dh-skinwd. At one stage, they had to 
puU one that was on 6ce off the beach." 

Bill, a retired pqchiatric nurse who 
lives in Dawlish, srill keeps his lungs in 
trirn and is constmtty practising. 

He win be at his h t  when he pipes for 
ten minutes at a tribute at the Eisenhower 
Archives in Kaneas attended by the 8008 
of three famous fathers - Churchill, 

. .  . .  

1 

.. . +'  

I Troop Sgt Chrir Clancy, 
67 Anti-Tank Bawry, 
20th Anti-Tank Regt RA 

. .  . ., .- , 

Montgomeq end Rommel. It W S  With- 
out snying that he will be returning to 
Normandy for the D-Day Mmmemora- 
tiOll8. 

the brigadier down, I might have ended up 
in the cookhouse -and then I would have 
missed out on rhe most memorable expe- 
nence of my life." 

piper Bill's erploirs M elreacty a s s 4  
of a permanent place in history, not least 
in his likeness, captured (pipes and 4) in 
the &Day embroidery in the museum in 
POnSmOUth. 

As the Qunn Mother said to him when 
she saw the embroidery a few years ago: 
"They will still be talking about you in a 
thousand years' t i m e .  . ." 

"Just think," he said, "if I had turned 

" b  I 
L 

I HAD to land immediately 
behind the assault Infantry 
and carry out a reconnais- 
sance of the brigade area 
for anti-tank purposes. One 
troop of self-propelled MlOs 
had landed immediately 
behind the infantry and the remaining eight 
guns would be going ashore as soon as POSSI- 
ble after midday. 

I stepped into three feet of water on Queen 
Red beach. The area was under intense shell 
and small arms fire, with casualties drowning 
and floundering around. 

Dead ahead was a low beach wall 81 La 
Breche. Fortunately my inelegant scramble 
exposed a Tellermlne (a booby-trapped anti- 
tank mine) linked to several others. I gingerly 
pushed the sand back to further expose the trap 
and got out on to the lateral road in front of 

strong-point Loo, which rn 
was under assault by the 
East Yorks. 

I haredotftocatchupwith 
the South Lancs entering 
Hermanville. There was a 
deal of sniping by a scat- 

tered enemy. My reconnaissance took me south 
to the open country near Mathieu and then back 
seawards to Colleville. 

In a wooded clearing not far away I came 
across a railway wagon surrounded by dozens 
of Tellermines and other booby traps in various 
stages of assembly in what was obviously a 
workshop. AS Wellington said: "A close run 
thlng". 

From an anti-tank point of view the fields with 
barbed wire aprons and festooned with 
"Achtung Minen" signs raked doubts. Which 
were ruses de guerre? I 
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re. I THE CAMERAMAN'S STORY 

FIFTY years ago Cinesamctaman Sgt 
Damorid O'NeiU was wounded as he 
filmed British troops fighting their way off 
Sword beach. Evacuated that night to 
Endand, his picnses were immediateb 
released to the newspapers - the first to 
show the British Army in p~flon on D- 
Day. 

Today, Desmond, a very active 71- 
yewold, is one 0fBritnin's leading sonety 
p h o t m h m .  His work appears regular- 
ly in the psscs of The T& and Hullo! 
mrgazine. 
After recovering from his D-Day 

HMIIIUIS Ss O W d  *as posted to the 
embryonic SOLDER at Eaton Square, 
London, serving as one of this magazine'$ 
foxink photo&mtphem until 195 1. 

Now living in Surrey, Desmond recalls 
the events of June 6,1944 with great clar- 
iry. 

As a teenagerhehad s t w d  in a burning 
street at the height of the Manchester 

Alfred Sewell on the site of the gun he manned on D-Day 

degreased and deployed in Gnr Alfred Sewell, surrounding area. Mine at foot 
124 lightU Regiment wr of road leading to race track. 

We were on guns at dawn on Lewes, Sussex 
CAMPED in tents on Lewes June 6, watching huge fleets 
racecourse. Guns and vehi- of planes and gliders bound 
cles waterproofed to go on tor France. 
D+8. Suddenly a flying bomb We were warned to expect 
came up the course at 0100 dive bombers, rockets and 
hours, just missing the Tote God knows what. We prayed 
Board. for the boys going over. Over- 

Guns and vehicles hastily lord had begun. 

. . . .  . 



Thb article was prepared by the Royal 
Brltlsh Legion Pllgrlmage Department, 
which organlres vbits to Commonwealth 
War Graves Commlasion cemeteries In 
Normandy and all over the world 

THE BATTLE of Normandy ended with 
the complete defeat, but not the complete 
destruction, of the German forces. It cost 
the lives of some 25,000 Commonwealth 
Servicemen and women. 

They are buried in 18 Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission (CWGC) ceme- 
teries in the Calvados. All were designed 
by Philip Hepwonh, although the designs 
for the Cross of Sacrifice and the Stone of 
Remembrance are the original ones creat- 
ed after the First World War by Reginald 
Blomfield and Edwin Lutyens. 

The headstones are the same tradition- 
al design, bearing not only the name, rank 
and date of death of each individu 

LuLylJ for a youngster leaving home, often 

headstone reflects this. 
At the foot of each headstone will usual- 

ly be found an epitaph - chosen by the .. 
, Im‘aamily - making each one individual and 

~ 

Those whe vemiained 

mmemorative services are being 
eld on June 6 at the six war cemeteries 
earest the landing beaches: Bayeux, 

I 1  

: BCny-sur-Mer (Canadian arrange- 
, La Delivrande, Hermanville and 

ls war cemeteries in the Calvados The Commonwealth War Graves Commlrslon cemetery at Bayeux. R Is the Commlaslon’s 11 

memorazed by name on the Bayew Memori- 

The connection with the Conqueror is 
recalled by the Latin inscription on the 
fiieze of the memorial: 

“NOS A GULIELUO vicn VICTORIS 

allest al w o s i e  war cemetew 

the first French city to be lib- 

sur-Mer (Canadian), 5km jus Ive Land) 

PATRIAM LIBERA WMUS 
(“we, once oonquerad by WIIIIam, have aot free 

er nations in the .. 

0 The Normandy American cemetery 
south of Caen on the Falaise Road. es. at St Laurent-sur-Mer, overlooking 

O S t  Charles de Percy, the m o  Omaha Beach, where 9,000 are buried. 
Caen main road and half w southern of the war cemeteries in No (Another 14,000 dead were repatriated to 

mandy, 40km south-west of Caen. America.) Three recipients of the con- 
0 Cambes-en-Flaine, 0 St De&, 4km west of the cathedr gressional Medal of Honour lie in this 

ciw of Lisieux. cemetery. 
.La Delivrande (D S t  Manvieu, 9km west of Caen. 0 The Polish cemetery at Langnnner- 

south of Juno beach. kqueville-en-Bessin, 2km ie, 18km southofCaenontheN158 mad 
to Falaise (650 burials). 

Caen on the road to Caumont. Near this jetween the two. .The German cemeteries, at la 
cemetery is a memorial to the 49th Divi- Cambe, 23km west of Baeux on the N13 

road to Caveman, and at St DCsir 4km 
0 Hermanville, just south of Sw west of Iisieux, practically adjoining the 

Commonwealth War Cemetery. About 
25,000 are buried in these two sites, and 
another 50,000 in Normandy, but outside Bayeux. There is a memorial to The Those who have no known grave are corn- 

I 
the Calvados. Most of the Common- 
wealth War Cemeteries also contain 
German graves. In fact, one in ten is 
German, and they are looked after with 
the same care as the Allied graves. 

The Pilgrimage Depamnent of the 
Royal British Legion is taking 400 people 
in organised groups to Normandy for the 
50th anniversary commemoration. Each 
one has been asked to choose which war 
cemetery he or she wishes to attend for the 
commemorative service. 

They will be given an optional visit to 
Arromanches (site of the Mulberry artifi- 
cial harbour), while those who have rela- 
tions or comrades buried elsewhere in the 
Calvados will have the opportunity of a 
visit to the graves. 

The intention is. for all the conunemo- 
rntive services m be simultaneous, 90 that 
the principal act of Commonwealth 
homage is carried out at the same 

There are many interesting places and 
hndrmrks of the Normandy operations to 
visit 

Ouimeham (from the Saxon “West 
Ham”) at  the enstern end of the landings 

i 

i moment. 

i 

ar 
th 

a 
the end of Sw( 
Dme River. I- 

1 beach, defined by 
ar here is a small 

museum commemorating the action of 4 
Commando: 1st Special Service Brigade, 
under Lord Lovat, had the task of landing 
immediately behind the assault forces and 
then clearing a route inland to Pegasus 
Bridge. 

The men of 4 Commando and two 
troops of Free French Commandos under 
Kieffer were pan of the brigade, and 
landed at 0820 about 2km west of 
Ouistrebam. 

Lion-sur-Mer, landing beach of 41 
(Royal Marines) Commandos in the 
centre of Sword Beach. 

Courseulles, centre of Juno beach. It 
was here that Gen de Gaulle landed on 
June 14 en route to Bayeux, an event for 
which the town was awarded the Croix de 
Guerre. The 7th Canadian Brigade, led by 
the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, the Regina 
Rifles and 1 Canadian Hussars, went 
ashore here, helped by DD tanks and 
other “funnies” of 26 Assault Squadron, 
Royal Engineers, and cleared Courseulles 
by 1000 hours. 

In the days following, the small port of 
Courseulles played a vital role in helping 
the Mulberry harbour at Arromanches to 
maintain the flow of supplies which the 
advancing armies so desperately needed. 

Graye Crossroads tank. The tank is a 
Churchill AVRE (Armoured Vehicle 
Royal Engineers) of 26 Assault Squadron. 
It had been used as a road bridge on the 
main exit from Mike sector during the 
invasion (although full of explosives). It 
was recovered in 1976 in the presence of 
Bill original Dunn, driver. the 

T ie rcev i l l e ’ s  
Statue of Eros. 
This amateur copy 
of the famous 
StaNe was erected 
by 179 Field 
Company, RE, on 
August 23, 1944, 
and restored by 
Resistance veter- 
ansin 1971. 

Creully. It was 
at Creullet Chateau that Gen Mont- 
gomery parked his caravan and set up his 
Tactical HQ. He met Winston Churchill 
and Field Marshal Smuts in the drawing 
room of Creullet Chateau on June 12, and 
King George VI on June 16. Between the 
chateau and the little town of Creully is 
the memorial to the 417th Dragoon 
Guards (unveiled by the Duchess of Kent 
inJune 1992). 

Longues: Batteries de Longues-(Le 
Chaos). Each of the four casemates con- 
tained a 155mm rapid-firing naval gun. 
When the Allied naval bombardment 

rl 

11s memorlai to the Allied Forces stands 
on the banks  of the Orne 

began, just before sunrise, the Longues 
battery replied. 

Its first salvo straddled HMS Bdolo car- 
rying the H Q  of the British 30 Corps. 
HMS Ajax immediately brought her own 
6-in guns into action and, at a range of 
some 12km, fired 114 rounds at Longues. 
Three g u n s  were destroyed but the fourth 
gun recommenced firing until the gamson 
surrendered. 

Pointe d u  Hoc. The task of taking this 
clifftop position was given to the US 2 and 
5 Ranger Battalions, who rehearsed cliff- 
scaling with commando instructon at 
Swanage. A promising technique was the 
fitting of firemen’s extending ladders to 
DUKWs, and two of the British-manned 
assault craft that set off from Force 0 at 
0430 on June 6 had the ladders. 

In 1960, a dramatic granite monument 
was erected to commemorate the 
Rangers. The area remains as it was after 
the invasion, complete with bunkers, 

dugouts and shell 
boles. Many sol- 
diers, American 
and German, lie 
buried here. In the 
parish church of 
C r i c q u e v i 11 e- 
en-Bessin, 3km 
inland, there is a 
plaque commem- 
orating the sol- 
diers who fell in 
1944. 

Caen. A plaque 
to the first Canadian soldier (Hill) killed 
in Caen is mounted on the wall of the Pre- 
fecture Garden in the Boulevard 
Bertrand. The Monument to the 
Depones is in the Place de la Resistance 
(French patriots deponed by Germans 
and Vichy French during the occupation). 

The tomb of William the Conqueror is 
in the Abbe des H o m e s .  

Ducy - Ste Marguerite, just south of 
the Bayeux-Caen road, about half way 
between the two. There is a memorial 
here to the Black Watch, Tyneside Scot- 
tish, June-July 1944. 





lxclusively for this double 
;sue, we have doubled the 
rst prize in this popular GUI 1 2DU by July 1. Do not 
ompetiuon to L l O O  and include anything else in your 
ivoduced two runners-up envelope. More than one entry 
rizes of L25 each. can be submined and on this 
The pictures here are from occasion photocopies will be 4 

ur Frank Finch cartoon accepted if you do nor wish to 
rchives. Find ten differences spoil this D-Day issue . The 
I detail and you could win first correct entries drawn will 
ne of OUT cash prizes. Just be the winners. No corres- 

' 

4 -- 
ircle the differences in the pondence of any kind can be 
ight-hand picture, cut out entered into. 
ie whole panel, add your The names at the winner of 
ame and address and send the L l O O  first pme  and two 
I HOAY 588, SOLDIER, runners-up will be announced 
kdnance Road, Aldershot in the July 25 issue. 

r - 7  

runners-uD SSqt Dick Kalinski. 1 Reqt AAC. BFPO 47. and Mr Ton" Trace". o f  Aldershot. 

0 Information about John 
Rhodes, an RAMC captain who 
was billeted at a public school in 
Douvres la Delivrande. Nor- 
mandy, between June 15-August 
25, 1944. IS sought by teachers M 
and Mme Elie and Denise Fargiet. 
Replies to E G Taylor. 40  hazel^ 
holt Drive, Bedhampton. Havant, 
Hants PO9 3DW (tel: 0705 
7901 52). 

0 Ronald Joaeph Sparkes RE 
(1861511), who was based at 
Ross Barracks. Shornclifle. Folke~ 
stone. 1930~40. His daughter 
Marina, adopted 1941 following 
death 01 her mother in 1941. would 
like to have news of him. Replies 
to Mr R W Milward. 46 Tangier 
Road, Richmond, Surrey TW1 D 
5DW. 

0 Singapore Swimming Club: 
The club celebrates its centenary 
in November and wishes to trace 
ex-members. particularly from the 
period just beforeand just afterthe 
Japanese occupation. Replies to 
Maurice Sheares. Katong PO BOX 
50, Singapore 9143 (tel: 3452122. 
fax: 3444476). 

0 Band of PWO: Past and p r e ~  
sent invited to farewell parade and 
ail ranks barbecve. July 9-10, 
Details from Band Office. 1 PWO. 
Belfast Barracks. BFPO 36 (tel: 
Germany 541 960 5517). Ex- 
members Noel Brlcken. Stephen 
Dean, Dave Fretwell. Nigel Hartill. 
Phillip Penny. Kevin Tempest and 
Bill Wright are asked to make c o n ~  
tact. in 1975~6. 

Peggy Trotton who trained at Rat- 
ciiffe College of Further Education 
and married after pining the Army 

0 Malta 1953-55: Robert "Nobby" 
Acres, whose wife was called 
Renata, please contact Charlie 
Don's daughter. Alex Don. on 081 - 
509 0827. 

0 18 Regt RA (1964-70): David J 
Padgett. 36 Princess Ave. 
Wellington, Telford. Shropshire 
TF1 2LJ (tel: 0952 416089). 
wishes to hear from former c o i ~  
leagues with a view to arranging a 
reunion. 

OPeggy Trotion: Miss D 
Richards (35 Hollinghurst Road, 
Radclifie. Manchester M26 1JN) 
wishes to conlact school friend 

0 51si Highland Division (Hol- 
land 1994) veterans who wish to 
join a pilgrimage led by Gen Sir 
Derek Lang to Holland from Oct 
21-31 are asked to write to him at 
PO Box 3, Musselburgh EH21 
7LE. Ceremonies may be led by 
Pipes and Drums of a Sconish 
regiment and include the erection 
of a Highland Division memorial 

0 52 Light Infantry (Rhine 
crossings): A four-day pilgrimage 
is planned for March 1995 to the 
field of battle near Hamminkeln. 
Germany. Survivorsand their l a m  
ilies are asked 10 contact Howard 
Wright, Chasestone. 11 Paddock 
Drive. Dorridge. nr Solihull. W 
Midlands 893 882 (tel: 0564 
773478). 



Sword of 
destiny 
WlLKlNSON Sword has produced 
a special commemorative piece to 
mark the 50th anniversary of D- 
Day. It costs f399. 

Based on a traditional Crusader 
sword, its pommel carries the 
enamelled badge of the Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Expeditionary 
Force, the grip is in blue to depict 
the Channel, and the crossguard 
holds five shields representing the 
five invasion beaches. 

Etched into the 34in steel blade 
are the names of the 12 countries 
involved in the landings. 

Enquiries to Wilkinson Sword at 
19-21 Brunel Road, London W3 
(tel:o81-749 1061). 

0 Examples of more than 100 
posters commissioned by the Min- 
istry of Information during the 
Second World War are to be sold 
at The London Scottish RHQ. 95 
Horseferry Road, London SW1 on 
June 10. Estimates from John 
Jenkins at Onslow's (071-384 
2682). 

They include the famous "Dig 
For Victory" and "Careless Talk 
series. 

Case to solve 
MILITARY horologist John 
Mitchell has sent an appeal to 
SOLDIER readers to see if they 
can shed any light on this clock 
and its use. 

The case is missing, but clues 
suggest the timepiece might be 
part of field communications, pos- 
sibly artillery, equipment. 

Manufactured by Smiths indus- 
tries in the late 1950s or early 
1960% the case carries the part 
number 6645-99-445-4742, a ref- 
erence number QSSC 100 and the 
numbers KAJ19735 and 595 
SCW. 

Anyone with time on their hands 
to investigate? 
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Tank killer's 
new I ive ry - 
A GERMAN 88rnm anti-tank gun, 
one of the most feared weapons of 
the Second World War, has been 
restored to its former glory by 18 
Base Workshops at Bovington. 

Captured shortly aner D-Day, it 
is one of only two in the country 
and languished outside the Sup- 
port Weapons Wing at Nether- 
avon for more than 25 years until a 
former commandant, Col Robert 
Waight, wrote to Lt Col Alaistair 
Cumming, the present command- 
ing onicer. 

With help from the Combined 
Arms Tactics Centre Battle Group 
Light Aid Detachment at Warmin- 
Ster, the gun was towed to Boving- 
ton where it was painstakingly 
dismantled, the rust sand-biasted 
away. and reassembled in authen- 
tic livery. 

When the Support Weapons 
Wing moves to Warminster in April 
next year, the Small Arms 
Museum will have to expand to 
give it pride of place. 

hi 
The srrip OI u-way sramps Issuea to commemorate me  sum anniversary 01 me Ienaings 

Normandy landings immortalised on stamps 
A SET OF five 25p Royal Mail nationwide on June 6. The These include infantry re-group- 
stamps, featuring archive photo- stamps, designed to re-create the ing on Sword beach, troops 
graphs from the Imperial War front page layout slyie of Picture advancing inland at Ouistreham. 
Museum of British Servicemen Post magazine, use the pho- and commandos on Gold beach. 
taking part in the D-Day landings, tographs in time sequence of the Further details are available 
goes on sale at Post Offices eventson theday. from Royal Mail, telO71-320 7443. 

Fiery farewell 
to BAOR 
commander 
A MUSICAL tanoo, complete with 
burning torches - a traditional 
German military honour only 
accorded in exceptional circum- 
stances to officers of the rank of 
general or above - was laid on as 
a formal goodbye to Gen Sir 
Charles Guthrie, last Commander- 
in-Chief BAOR, on his departure 
to take up his appointment as 
Chief of the General Staff in 
London. 

About 600 German soldiers, 
sailors and airmen, a large band 
and numerous dignitaries attend- 
ed the event. 

The farewell ceremony was led 
by Lt Gen Hartmut Bagger, Chief 
of the German General Staff. 

Malta plea 
to Sekices 
THE GEORGE Cross Island 
Association, which has some 
4,000 members across the world, 
wants to hear from anyone who 
has served in Malta. 

The association's aims are 
mainly to foster the Service spirit 
and to reunite the people of Malta 
with all who have served there. 

Further details from F Rixon, 10 
Nepaul Road, Tidworth. Hants 
SP9 7EU. 

Contingent 
for Chios 
Ih SEPTEMBER 1944 Bnisn 
Forces were nvo veo n Ihe Iioera- 

lion of the Aegean island of Chios. 
Greek campaign veteran Ron 

Yates is organising as large a c o n  
tingent as possible to visit Chios in 
September "to show solidarity with 
our war-time allies, the former 
Greek Forces. partisans and 
people of the Aegean. 

" 1  can only hope that the num- 
bers making this combined pii- 
grimage and family holiday will 
show our Greek friends that we do 
care and remember their hard- 
ships and sacrifices endured from 
1941 to 1944 under Nazis and 
Fascist occupation," Mr Yates 
says. 

Veterans can contact him at 100 
Longridge Road, RibMeton, Pre- 
ston, Lancs PR2 6RL (tel: 0772 
791 898). 

0 National Army Museum (071 -730 0717). , ,  , 

Tank Museum, Bovington (0929 403463). 
Museum of The Duke of Edinburgh's Royal Regiment, Cathedral 

Close. Salisbury. story of the Beach Groups (0722 414536). 
0 Imperial War Museum, D-Day to Victory exhibition (071 -416 5000). 

D-Day Museum, Portsmouth, inciudes Overlord Embroidery (0705 

I 827261) 
Royal EnQ neers Musa~m Ctlalnarr 10634 40639'1 
Airborne Forces Museum. Adersnot (0252 349619 dno A.oerSn0l 

Military Museum (0252 314598). 
0 Combined Operations Museum, lnverary (0499 2203). 

REME Museum, Arbortieid, Reading (0734 763567). 
Waterlront Museum, Pooie (0202 673322). 

0 Museum of Army Flying. Middle Wallop. D-Day display (0264 
384421). 

Military Vehicle Museum, Newcastle-upon-Tyne (091.281 7222). 
RAF Museum, London, "Flying for Invasion" (081.205 2266). 

0 Hail of Aviation, Southampton (0703 635830). 
Southwick House near Portsmouth. Eisenhower's operational HQ 

(0705 210522). 
Royal Naval Museum, Ports 

0 Royal Navy Submarine Mus 

eet, Portland Harbour. 

is: 0489 572582). 

, bands and vehicles, Weymouth (0929 

nd West Showground, Shepton Mailet (ticket 

near Portsmouth; 

smouth. Veterans 

for Normandy. led by Royal Yacht. 
Pegasus Bridge and unveiling of bust 

oration, Hermanviile miiitary ceremony. 

oration in Commonwealth War 
Bayeux, Douvres la DBlivrande. 

ach, ied by President Mitterrand. 

0 Cambridgeshlre Reglment: 
Annual service of remembrance in 
Ely Cathedral, 2.15pm, June 12, 
followed by reunion. Details from J 
R Stubbings, 25 The Vineyards, 
Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4QG 
(tel: 0353 663294/662203). 

0 RE Association: All sappers 
invited to reunion weekend June 
17-19, Ripon, N Yorks. Contact 
Bill Rudd on 0765 606808. 

0 Armourers Association: Re- 
union to be held on June 25 in 
London. Detailsfrom C Dennis. 18 
Willowsiea Road, Bevere, 
Worcester, Worcs WR3 7QP. 

0 Exeter UOTC: Second reunion 
in conjunction with summer bail on 
June 25, Wyvern Barracks, 
Exeter. Tickets f3Z each from 
EUOTC, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter 

EX2 6AE or tel: 0392 41 2758 

0 SI Bonlface (Rhelndahlen): 
Annual reunion at Holy Trinity 
Church, Prince Consort Road, 
London SW7 on June 26. Former 
choir and congregation welcome. 
Contact Lt Col A P M Hole, 39 
Vogan Close, Reigate. Surrey 
RH2 8AT (tel: 0737 244001). 

EX3 oPa (tal: 0392 874596) 

1995 
0 ATS Dinner C lub  Reunion in 
Buxton, Derbyshire, June 1995. 
Applications by June 30 to Mrs Joy 
Balmain, 57 Greenbank Road, 
Preston, Birkenhead, Merseyside 
L42 7JJ. Enclose sae. 

OPrincess of Wales's Royal 
Regiment: Grand reunion on 
June 26 at Howe Barracks. Can- 
terbury. Kent. 1130. Telephone 
0227 81 8054 for details. 

0 12th Bn, The Devonshire Reg- 
iment (6th Airborne) 194045: 
48th annual reunion dinner to be 
held at the Devon Motel, Exeter 
by-pass, October 15. Contact Mrs 
Ada Follett. Rosemount. Exmouth 
Road, Exton. nr Exeter, Devon 

0 History of the Kenley area, 
south of Croydon, is being 
researched by the Bourne Sac- 
ety, which wishes to trace Royal 
Artillery and Tank Corps person- 
nel stationed there during the war. 
Replies to C Burgess. 110 Hayes 
Lane, Kenley, Surrey CR8 5HR. 

0 Author compiling history of 
Challenger 1 main banle tank 
wishes to correspond with readers 
who have served in the tank, par- 
ticularly in action in the Gulf, and 
including Challenger CRARRVs. 
Replies to Simon Dunstan, 37 SI 
Dunstank Avenue, London W3 
6QD (tel: 081-992 9823). 

0 Author Terry Davis is writing a 
book on the village of Arne, 
Dorset and wishes to hear from 
anyone who was stationed there 

the Second World War. A.,*^^ """"y 
Replies to 2 The Oaks, Kitlings 
Lane, Stafford ST17 OLE. 

I CLOSURES 
012 RSME Regiment will be 
amalgamating with Depot Regi- 
ment RE in September. Anyone 
who has donated items which they 
would like returned should contact 
Mrs Sheila Young on 0634 822601 
by September 30. Unclaimed 
pieces will be donated to the new 
1 RSME Regiment. 

I APPOINTMENTS I 
Brlgadlers - A S H lrwin - To 
MoD,May3;ACIGadsby-Tobe 
Comd RAC Centre, May 2. 

Colonels - C A Den-McKay - 
To be Comdt Sch of Logistics, 
May 3; D H A Shephard -To RCB. 
May 3; M A Ponikowski - To be 
DNMA Bogota, May 7. 

LtCols-APHarrisRE-Tobe 
CO Southampton Univ OTC. May 

3; A M Mackenzie RE -To be MA 
Stockholm. May 2; M P Stallard 
APTC - To be Comdt ASPT and 
Dep APTC, May 2; G A Harle- 
wood RLC -To be CO 6 Supply 
Regt RLC, May 2; A D Hulchison, 
Gren Gds - To MOD. May 2. 
RETIREMENTS 

Brigadier - P W Symes, late 
RAOC, May 6. 
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fl Freestorage 
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SOLDIER MART 

VISTA TIES. 28 HIGH STREET. 
MERSTHAM. SURREY. RHl3EA 

TELEPHONE: 0737 6451 13 
FAX 0737 645892 

HAVE YOU SENT 
FOR THE 50th i 

CATALOGL 
ANNIVERSARY +' 

FULL OF SPECIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE 

ITEMS TO MARK THE 
JUBILEE OF THE 

NORMAN,DY CAMPAIGN 

MVAILABLE FREE FROM 
AWARD PRODUCTIONS LTD., DPT. CN50 

P.O. BOX 30 HASLEMERE, SURREY 
ENGLAND GU26 6UT. TEL: 0428 607267 

FAX: 0428 605672 



Hilarious carieatuns 

from photos in colour 
'Groups' or 'Singles' 

anoonist. A unique 
for all occasions. 

I S 0  cart(lonists for 

1 WORCESTERSHIRE 1 
I MEDALSERVICE I 

Full size and miniature medals 
sup lied and mounted for wear I or c!sDIav. Send for full list of 
miniature medals, emblems, I " '  . clasps. etc. 

~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~~~~ ~ 

~~ ~ ~~. 

SOLDIER MART 

Too good to dismiss - 
take out a subscription 

now! 
Telephone: 
0252 347353 

FLASH - fs.00 

I I-IUN 1 IIIJ OR &&kd&eds 
TO YOUR OWN DESIGN 

* T-SHIRTS * SWEATSHIRTS 

* R U G B Y  SHIRTS 4 * SWEATERS -% /> * BASEBALL CAPS 9 

T' * POLOSHIRTS 

For free full colour brochure and 

i) information pack from rhe U K's  
leading supplier ro H M Forces 
contact 

WE'U GIVE YOU THE CREDIT FOR BEING WELL DRESSED 

READr TO WEARHESS KIT- WOS AND SERGEANTS AT 
0 LESSTHAN 30/ 0 "MADE TO MEASURE" 

U K  Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds 
LS26 ONU. Tel: 0532 826102. Fox U K  0532 821457 I 

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE 
~ ~~ 

All new advertisements are accepted on a pre-paid 
basis only. ChequesPOs payable to "Soldier". 
Monthly accounts will be opened subject to 
approval and satisfactory references. Otherwise 
prepayment applies. 

D1 

40 YORK WAY, LONDON N19AB 
TEL 071-278 7007 FAX 071-713 01 

GENUINE MOD ISSUE e 
f3.00 No. 1 Dress m u  Combat cam 6 % ~ ~~ 

Combat trousers f10.00 
Combat jackets 
Grade 1 f20.00 
Grade 2 f12.00 
Parkers, fur fabric Lined - 
Grade 2 f 15.00 
Waterproof jackets (new) 
Green & white reversible f18.00 
Waterproof trousers 

red or white stripe 
Green barrack trousers 
Swedish overcoats, new 
British Army greatcoat 
RAF rain coats 
Fireman's tops 
Fireman's trousers 
Track suit tops 
Track suit bottoms 

frorn a.00 feather filledwith hood €18.00 
New f35.00 

combat and green f16d0 Sleeping bag, pat 58 (gwd used) 
Bodywarmers 

slam 
f6.K 
f15.00 
f 12.00 
f 10.00 
B.00 
a.OO 
f2JO 
f2.50 

Camouflage nets 20 x 20 f25.00 
Green light-weight trousers 

Bodywarmers with 
sleeves flO.OO 
Legwarmers f6.m with map pockets €10.00 

~~ 

Woollen Army jumpers 
Crewneck flO.OO lined I968 pat €65.00 
Air Force trousers f6.00 Good used smocks f25.M 
Woollen Air Force ' Tropical Hats €7.00 
V-neck jumpers f5.00 RAF jacket, 1972 pat (new) ES.00 
DELlVERYCHAROE Underfl00-€3.95 Overfl00- FREE 
ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: 41 oldm mwt I~xi luh pyrmnl. and are rubjw m 6811- 
ChlYgesPlshoIII. Paymemcanbema&bbydleque &stalordwweash-p&cs$ 
by r e w e d  wt. credn ~ a r d  OC*= a n  be mad6 phone. AI ~ 4 r  dfered subjsct m 
avai 4Iv. GmdavUl be dispatched Whin 48 bun ~ n e w r p Y d e .  Personal cheques vnll 
b e c h r e d ~ o r e h m p a k h o f a d a .  Maneywouaramaeons~lhems teupostage wed 
g M 4 r ~ m e d i e x c h ~ U N U S E D W h l n 1 4 d p y r .  P b s e s e d a d d l t m a 1 ~ ' k p w d s  
m be e x c h a w .  _. 

New combat smocks, fully 



SOLDIER MART 

STATlONupl€l5 ZW C x 6" Printed 

Au mces lnclud. PosIIVAT. UK onlv. 
PAYMENTIlthORDUL Del. 14.21 d w .  
S l q t I t 4 L M . D e  t S 0  E u l r b t o n  
N%HMIPTON NN6 e. zi WO( srmsl 

D-DAY SPECIAL 

$ g m  test bmnze" S e n d c r d d w u e l P . 0 .  withorderor S.A.E. 
fa Brochure 
PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS 

TAKE YOUR LION 
ji AWAY.. . . . . . . .. - 

TAX FREE! 
Sr Unbeatable finance * Top part-exchange prices * Discounts on full Peugeot range * Sports Hatch specialists * Lion used car dealer 

Ring Richard Courcoux: 
0722335268 

from Germany 0044 722 335268 
Or write to: 

CRAZE BROTHERS EXPORT 
Southampton Road, Salisbury, 

Wilts SP1 2LE, England 
I 

I ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS 
i3A HIGH ROAD, BUSHEY HEATH, HERTS W D 2  1EE 

TP "81-9 500 500 FAX: 081-950 8511 

B 1 

TELEPHONE m- 
I am interested in a new (make &model) 
TAX FREE FOR EXPORT 0 
INSURANCE 0 DELNERYDATE 

TAX PAID FOR UK USE 0 FIh'ANCE 0 
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SOLDIER MART ! 

I 0367 ss!! 241 225 

~ 

BINDERS 
Preserve your 

copies of 
SOLDIER in 

our set of 
attractive and 

resilient 
, Easibinders. 

f8.75(setd2) 
UK, BFPO and overseas 

surface mail 
f 11 S O  armail 

To order your binders send your cheque/PO (f sterling 
only) payable to SOWER to: Soldier Magazine Binders. 

Ordnance Road. Aldershot. Hants GU11 2DU 
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ROYAL AEXANDRA AND 
ALBERT SCHOOL 

W P a r E ,  m e .  sluFeyRH2 Ov 
"The most popular boording school for Seruice children" 

(SUNDAY TELEGRAPH) * 520boysdgir ls-8to18 * A hioh standard of education 
~~ ~ * A h&py. stable and caring environment * Set in 250 acres of Surrey parkland, a&bk 

* Fees (including uniform) within BSA 
from M23N2.5 

Enquiries to the Admissions Secretoy 
Tek 0737 642576 Fa: 0737 642294 

Chority No 311945 D( 

1 Wilton House School 
Battle, Hastings 

East Sussex TN33 9BS 
0424 830234 4 

CO-educanoml boarding and day schoo/ 

Head ofice alPd Junior school: 
senior school: Broomham 

BaUk Hastings 
GCSE and 'A' Levels 7' t 5-13yem 
13-18 years 

Catsfield Place Gwtling 

. . _- 
Small classes. Remedial and individual tuition arranged 
when required. Computer workshop, swimming pools, 
tennis COURS~ games fields and horsending. Escort 
services to and from airports. Special terms for Service 

children additional to Service grants. 
Established since 1954 

lodges 
&CO. 

LU 

CMLIAN, MILITARY, SPORTING AND LADIES' 
BESPOKE TAILORS UNIFORM SPECIALISTS 

uedgfis@clbeE ketuloR 

tn quality and s e m  using 
m c v ~ ~ ~ , o f i e r t E v e r y ~  

only the hnest matenab 
tdored by experienced 
craftsmen. All giuplent4 are 
supplled wth a full fithng 
sernce. A full mge of 
accouhements are a W i e  
from stock, mdudlng mess 
dress s h t %  spm, mess 
wehgtons. Geoge WS, 
ties, blazerbadgea, miruatwp 
medals and badges of rank. 
For furthn &tails plpasc 
mtnct. 

AWES &CO cluo COW BUS~~CSS centre, am  ad, H V ~ ,  NO& 
Yorkshire HGl4BA 

Tel: 0123 560369 Fsx: 0123 520996 
Also at Cambfiu Eamcks, Cattenck G a m n ,  North Y o r m  . 



SOLDIER MART 

MINIATURE MEDALS 
ReNm of parr So- 
Enm dpfia*:-  

CB P32. C B P C I S :  MClDCMlMW 
OGM: SI0 OBEIMBEIBEM. S7. MSM 
f8: LS 6 GC S6, CoronalionlJubilee 
Medal S7: UN C PWS f6 SiAllantio + 
rosalllt: f 6  OS& G.Vl.R with clasp 
S5 5 0  GSMlCSM Wdh cIm fe, Gum 
M.dsiwl(h cw: CB. Smnfwar  stars, 
CZ each, D e f e W u  Medda S4 -oh 
Miniature Mounting Bars 101 D,I.Y. 
m3Y"liw: I 'p". fl: 2 - C l . l O  3 .  
SI .20 :4 - f1 .30 :5 -S1 .4OB-Cl .Y ) :7 -  
f I B D : 6 - f l . W 9 - f 2  I O - C Z 2 0 .  

dus 17 5% V.A.T and SI mdme 

MICHAEL JAY 
Exclusive HAND CU1 

TAILORINC 
Our unbeatabk 
MESS DRESS 

oller 
INCLUDES 
dl l *yM&w 
d48hrmm 
dl..ull*# 
UrCrrnt 
~wwWw!4 
dmmmenimmr- 

p 4 

T-shirts 
Sweatshirts 
cmp1.u C9.1gn 0- Print 

A-ONE D E S I ~ S  
55 Brook Street. Chester 

Tel Chester (0244) 311028 

.............................. - -----., 
'IUS PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS 6 
/--- c . d C I C r r m e C R  

~ 

SCE HOTLINE 
0: - 

PLAY GERMAN LOTTO 
6 FROM 49 

€25 miillon pald m winners ever week. the 
West in  Eurqoe.7fylurswinningsf~rlet 
D~..BtQumwinni stor2nd Div.. 51igura 
winninsp far ardnBiv. evew w&, 7 
dvldsnds in lotd. Minimum weekly stake 
C7. For details and mu ns send Lwo 25p 
stamp to H D & Louo 6 Pmls 
Agency, F Abliasinnsn Sb. 6.53488 Bad 
Breidg, Germany. 

TIES - W o w  - min. 50 
Printed. min. 36 

Also - BASEBAU CAPS -min. 
SPORTS MGS - min. 50 

,.-I r I I . M C I I  .e _?- e . 1 .  .' 
WRITE PHONE or FAX for colour brochuri 
to Kilcreggan. Dunbartanshire G84 OJN 

11 
HASLANDED I 

OOD RECONNAISSANCE 
YOU MUST 

CHECK IT OUT! 
t range of military clothing and 

equipment please send an SAE with 29p 
stamp for our NEW No. 11 catalogue to: 

SPECIAL AIR SEA SERVICES 
St GeorgeS Works, St GeorgeS Quay, 

Lancaster, Lancashire LA 1 5QJ 
Telephone: 0524 64204 

German or UK delivery 
RHD or LHD programme 
Used Car Sales in Germany 
Demonstration Vehicles at 

~3 I"" 

......................................................................... 1 I 
I ADDRESS ........................................................ 

.................................................. E L :  ..................... 
UNIT ........................................ D E L  REO. BY.. 
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SOLDIR #1AIzT 
Jesse Garron 

presents 

THE HISTORY OF 
ROCK 'N' ROLL 

ANYWHERE. ANMIME 

THE BEST ROCK ' N  ROLL 
SHOW IN THE WORLD 

Phone Jamb 0836 5675W0563 850400 Fax: 0563 850100 

16" x 18" 
e 10.00 

incl p&p UK 
e 12.00 
overseas 

Cheque/PO 
payable 

to Oliver Fox 
Please allow 28 

days for delivery 

Send to: Oliwr Fox, 306 Duffield Road, 
Darley Abbey, Derby DE22 1ED. 

Telephone: 0332 657866 

1 
A 

PLEIWSEWD NAME: 
€1.00 POR 1994 

CATALOQUE ADDRESS: 

1 GET 
PROMOTION! 

1 TAXFREECARSALES I -  I 
BUYING IT WON'T 

HURT YOUR POCEET 
Right now. well offer you the kind of 

finance you've only ever dreamt of on a 
brand new Peugeotl 

Forces discounts on full Peugeot range' 

I .17M% more on your part exchange' 

I 'German 01 UK delivery' 

'Mi:&:. ;i 
Ring RlCk hrton ODID 653111. horn Gsimsny mU 980 6534W or wlhs to: 

TMS, ran per^ Gsrags, FREEPOST. DurrMon, Salisbury. Wilts 
SP4 BBR. England (No stamp rsquiredl. 

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE iNFORMATlON PACK 

NAME AND RANK ......................................................................... 

~. 

---------------- 

ADDRESS .................................................. 
............... EL: ....... 

I am interested in .................... 
Part exchange details ....................... 

. ,  ,., .~ 
.2 ....................... . .  
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LOTTERY RESULTS 
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S I LVE R MAN IS 
PLCE BERGEN 

New NATO re1 84-65-99-978-5360162 
BERGHAUS 

VULCAN 
NATO rsf 84-65-99-775-3039140 

BERGHAUS 

CAPACITY 100 litres 
FRAME: Internal 
WATERPROOF: Yes 
COLOUR: Green 
FEATURES: Side pouches make day 

PRICE: PHONE 
pack (straps incl.) 

CAPACIPI: 70 litres 
FRAME: Internal 
WATERPROOF: Yes 
COLOUR: Green 
FEATURES: Side pouchesf24.99 pi 
PRICE Eoo.00 

D-DAY 
SPECIAL 
URBORNE FORCES 
DENISON SMOCKS 
Y e w  manufacture using 

original material 
€65.00 

Genuine issue leather 
banded Para Berets. 
Victor style €12.99 

SHEMAGHSg , 
Olive and black$, . ; f6.99 e:...- 

58 PAITERN AND PLCE WEBBING - FULL SETS AVAILABLE - BERGHAUS MUNRO AVAILABLE f59.99 
DANNER DANNER DANNER BRllTON BOOTS 
ACADIA OLYMPIC FORT LEWlS (GO FAST) 

G G G 
0 0 0 
R R R 
E E E 
T T T 
E E E 
X X X 

. .  . : 
. ,  

All leather construction 
8’ boot 10 keep feet 

Developed with the Fort 
Lewis Go Devils 

The very latest in hi ieo 
wateroroof boot 

SekW by LA. Swat barn 
Inslllpted: fla.99 E169.99 
UninsUhW M m  

warm and dry All leather construction Leather lined: €48.99 
flu.99 Cambrelle lined: f58.99 

ASSAULT BOOT. SPEED LACE f48.99 

” .  

I .- 

ALL LEATHER ISSUE BLACK DMS 
SERVICE SHOE 

WATERCDROOF 

light actoryseconds, ail lea 
waterproofed, DMS sole 

Genuine issue combat boot 

Genuine issue Ammo Boots 
Brand new triple soled and studded 

Service shoe with DMS sole and 
toe cap 

m.94 t52.99 New: f26.99 

GENUINE NEW ISSUE SLEEPING BAG SYSTEM 
2. COMPRESSION SACK to reduce volume of nag Ell.99 
3. GENUINE ISSUE ARCTIC BlVi BAG, Gore-Tex flu.99 

,_ BlVl BAG ARCTIC ISSUE. NYLON WITH ZIP f19.99 
4. FOAM KIP MAT f9.W 
5. NEW PATTERN sleeping bagwithwiprooi baseanached m.99 

i 6. GOOD USED 58 sleeping bags always available SUPER w.89 
GRADE 1 m.94 
LONG Phone 

. 7. SNUGPAK Military Green sleeping bags Phone 

1. SLEEPING BAG Hollow fill fibre. High perlormance even in damp conditions. W 3kg f75.W 

e Sorbolhane insolsUlool beds e Sockscomb~l 0 Jungle book 0 SASSmoclD 
Compasdlor b l i den  
PLCEChMripr T r o p i c a i m  suits I 

0 ParadsGlnss 
0 Cora-Ter DPM smocks Parasmocks e Gon-Teasocks (Bewhaur) e Pl l lapr(o ldpan.)n~w 

PHONE 071-790 5 5 s  FOR INFORMATION 

0 A ~ k s n ~ b  0 BIrnll/lealh8r bound 0 Ali Iealhm maamum bonb 
0 Gull pan. Desart boots hl lop 0 HI-Tec Manmum Llvf boob 

KSBBoots e Sholt Dosilt boots e Hi-Tec Trail vwt hlkinu boolt 

(POST 6 PACKING E299 ON ANY SIZE ORDER) ABOVE IS A SMALL SELECTION OF KIT AVAILABLE 
‘HONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 0717-900-000 FOR CREDtT CAR0 ORDER8 

s 1 Lv E R M A  N ’ s (DEPT S), MILE END, LONDON E l  4PS 

“Britain’s leading summl ier  of klt to the Drofessionals” 
Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 &Sundays 10-lpm 

a 
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RUGBY LEAGUE BASKETBALL BOXING 1 IsPoRrl 
m 

RUGBY League is now an offi- 
cially-recognised Army sport, 
having received formal 
approval with an announce- 
ment in the House of Com- 
mons on April 28. 

Army Rugby League Associ- 
ation chairman Maj Martin 
Moms heard the good news a 
few hours earlier when Maj 
Gen Alan Yeoman, Director of 
the Army Sport Control 
Board, rang to confirm the 
ARIA’S new status. 

The Royal Air Force has also 
recognised rugby league. 

Sigs pair 
lead road 

Marathon: York-based 2 
Signal Regiment athletes Cpl 
John Castle and Sig Kevin 
Conlon linished sewnd and 
third in the Interdervices 
marathon run in conjunction 
with the Gosport marathon. 
And with Capt Tony Marshall 
(RLC) and Re Stewart PlewS 
(BAD Kineton) fourth and filth, 
the Army wmfortably won the 
team trophy. Race winner was 
Lt Ginge Gough (RN). 

* . *  
Athlatlcs: The Amy decath- 
lon and 10.000m champi- 
onships are to be held with the 
Individual track and field cham- 
pionships at Aldershot Military 
Stadium on June 16-17. 

* e *  
Rugby: Postal and Courier 
Depot RLC Mill Hill beat the 
Household Cavalry Regiment 
in the final of the London Dis- 
trict rugby sevens. Despite 
being ahead three times in the 
Prince of Wales’s Cup final. the 
Grenadier Guards lost in the 
last minute to the Household 
Cavalry Regiment. 

* * e  
Swlmmlng: The Army junior 
swimming and water polo 
championships take piace a1 
Chepstow on May 21-22. The 
senior championships and the 
Inter-Uniis single event relays 
are to be hosted by RMP 
Sandhurst on July 19-20. 

The 13-man code already 
has wide support within the 
Service. Indeed, proof of a sub- 
stantial playing base was arm- 
cial factor in the ARLA’s 
application to the Sport Con- 
trol Board. The association 
had formed in October 1993 
with the express aim of win- 
ning recognition. 

A seven-a-side tournament 
at Chepstow on April 17 
demonstrated the point more 
than adequately, with 15 senior 
and three junior teams from 
barracks all over the UK Nm- 

ing out in front of Sky Sports 
Television, RFL development 
o5cer Tom O’Donovan, and 
BARLA national coach Brian 
Chambers. 

Winners were 12 RSME 
who beat 30 Signal Regt in the 
final. 

An Army squad selected by 
Brian Chambers was due to 
take on the RAF at Hilton 
Park, the Leigh RL ground, on 
May 11. 

At junior level, the Beachley 
Bulls (all members of 82 
Training Squadron at Army 

m 

EL 
SENIOR coach WO2 Ces 
Francis will bow out of the 
Army in a blaze of glory after 
the players in red swept all 
before them at  the Inter- 
Services basketball champion- 
ships hosted by RAF Cosford. 

The Army equalled the 
Royal Air Force’s 1993 clean 
sweep by winning the men’s, 
women’s and Under 23 titles. 

Victories by 77-31 over the 
Royal Navy and 56-51 over the 
airwomen gave the Army 
ladies, coached by Capt Dave 
Maw (RE), a well-desemed 
championship. 

Their secret weapon was 
Welsh international Capt 
k e n  Jenldns, currently serv- 
ing in Northern Ireland. 
Against the Navy she scored 15 
points, with LCpl Sue Blake 
contributing 19 and Cpl 
Debbie Sutton 11. 

Under 23 coach WO2 
(QMSI) Frankie Pask had to 
whittle down 36 players to 12 
for the tournament, reflecting 
the enthusiasm at this level 
among units. 

They generated tremendous 
team spirit in beating the Navy 
67-49andtheRAF81-60. Ina 
good all-round effort, LCpl 
Blake (RE), LBdr Johnson 
(RA), Tpr Millar (RAC) and 
Sig Joncs stood out. 

Chepstow wins 
CHEPSTOW won the Army 
Apprentice Colleges’ triangu- 
lar games staged by Princess 
Marina College at Arbortield. 

Harrogate was the third col- 

Clean sweep 
for Army 
basket bal I e rs 

Ces Francis’s highly moti- 
vated team were determined to 
complete the “redwash”, and 
began by dismantling the Navy 
challenge 91-51, 

With SSgt  Johnson (171, Sgt 
Lasletr (12) and Cfn Car1 
Black (11) finding the target, 
the seniors turned a ten-point 
halftime lead into a second half 
rout. 

The final game, played out 
to deafening support, pro- 
duced a memorable climax to 
the tournament. With the RAF 
competing at National League 
3 level, the sides were well 
matched, and an interval score 
of 40-40 reflected the close- 
ness. 

A M ~ O W  RAF lead was 
maintained until the last few 
minutes, when a three-pointer 
from Black edged the Army in 
front by a single point. WO1 
Tm Brown (RLC) extended 
that slender advantage to three 
points and the soldiers held on 
to win 85-79. 

-iangular games 
lege involved in the games 
which included rugby, football, 
hockey, basketball, volleyball, 
swimming, squash, tug of war 
and karate. 

Apprentices College, Chep- 
stow) have had fixnues against 
Wigan St Patrick’s Under-18% 
Swansea Knights, Bulford 
Garrison and Cowley High 
School, St Helens. 

Twenty-eight players have 
already completed the Level 1 
coaching course. 

Teams are being formed at a 
number of units, and coaching 
and referee courses are 
planned for the summer. 
ARLA seaetary Cpl Martin 
Coyd (Chatham Mil2686) has 
the details. 

Tri 
the for 

Kings 

I 

THE KING’S Regiment 
hosted and totally dominated 
the Army novice boxing cham- 
pionships at Cavalry Barracks, 
Hounslow, winning seven of 
the titles on offer. 

And the 1st Battalion’s com- 
mitment and skill impressed 
Army coach Sgt Norman 
Phillips. 

“The Kings were outstand- 
ing,” he said. “They were so 
much better prepared than the 
others and lasted the rounds 
better.” 

He went away with a list of 
Kingsmen he hopes will figure 
in his senior squad plans next 
winter. 

“The featherweight, LCpl 
Williams, has the potential to 
be the next Combined Services 
champion,” he said. 

The evening was a triumph 
for 1 Kings’ coach WO2 Tom 
O’Connor, who saw five of his 
seven winners stop their oppo- 
nents inside the distance. 

Novice taxing details: 
Flywelghl - Spr Barren (38 Engr 

Reg) WQ; bantam - Kgn BNment (t  
Kings) bl Fie Hiliman (27 Regl RLC), 
rsc 1;ht.Ihn-LCpi Williams(1 Kings) 
bt LBdr Jesiman (7 Para RHA), rsc 2; 
lipht - Kgn Winnard (1 Kings) bl LCpl 
McDermU (1 Kings), pis m: llght 
weltw-LCpl Buckley (1 Kings) bl Spr 
Crangle (38 Engr Reg). rsc 1: weller- 
LCplCass(1 Kings) blGnrTink(7Para 
RHA), pls U: light middle - Sig Bam- 
brook (2 Sig Rsgt) bt Slg Kirkbride (2 
SigRegl), rsc2; middle-LtSmlth(29 
RegIRLC)btRsHarrIs(I RRW),ptsu: 
heavy - Kgn Psnliih (1 Kings) M LCoH 
Gardner (LWRHOD). rsc 1; sup1 
heavy - LCpl Tedford (1 Kings) bi Rfn 
Brooks (2 RGJ), rsc 2. 
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SEVENS RUGBY AEA BOXING FINALS J 

Chafkie 
sets up 
2 Sigs 
try romp 
THE 19th Touche Rogs Army 
sevens, played M Aldershot on 
April 27, pro*ed a tittiq 
dimrnr to a very hard and 
evmtful season, aritsl mpr 
Thompson. 

The 16 5indist8, who 
emerged from 122 entries at 
District level, included uew- 
comua KOSB and 2 Para, and 
two minorunits,the posml and 
courier Dep5t Ru3 and 12 
Arty Sup Sqn RLC fiom 
Nonhemheland. 
l-h oP=iw leagues Pro- 

duced only one sulp*e? 1 
RWF emerging from a season's 
seE-impmed hibernation tu 
beat 7 Para RHAby 17 points 
to 12. Both W e n t  duough. 

The draw for the knock-out 
phases ensured the strong Sig- 
nals reaeucs and the Welsh 
conriogents were kept apm. 
Having overcome 7 RHA, by 
1 2 4 7  Sig Re@ mmhed on to 
meet 2 Signals from York in 
the Sami-finol. Although 2 sg- 
nals &aye had a score in 
hand, the blisrmhg pace of Lt 
Brim Johnson provided a con- 
s m m  ttvat up to the whistle. 
Final score: 2 Si  Regt 17,7 
sigRe.gt12. 

The second semi-final, 1 
RRW against 1 RWF, was 
bound to be a thrills- Walesv 

. .. .. 

WsLes -but, bcing from differ- 
ent sides of the d e y ,  dec- 
t i d y  continent8 apm. 

The RRW played muscular, 
thrusriag rugby before moping 
mC ball to probe further RM. 
gap-s else- in the middle, 
while the RWF, with Cpl $tu 
Themas j- at mething 

L d  quickly to the wide outdde 
where taey bad p u i n e  pace. 
Atnr a cnprivariag match it 

was 14 points each - a tie 
broken only in extra time by a 
runaway RRW try. 

RRW, the holden, against 2 
Sig Rsgt was a repeat of the 
1993 W. The Siaopuers fkom 

li& hi6 1992 fom moved thC 

York had clearly rmwed 
under their wise old coach, 
Rposrll Gaintord. 

Dindyfmmthe RRWkick- 
OB', SSgt ChaMe Atldns, in his 
lenAnaBdVppllePlaace, 
burst berween td.0 would-be 
t&lI?ES and looked for sup- 
pa As he sprhed M w d s  
the posts for a superb indisid- 
lul try, 5upport eame laon in 
the nature of *him well 
Was a physicpl presence. 

Cpl Lee Dedham ran nns- 
aoudy for his second my, while 
Cpl cprl Richanison, the 
Anny track athlete, rnn Butside 
the Welsh cover tu score under 
t h e m .  

Triple charnoions 
I 

THREE more Aaay borers 
hve registued rhdr names on 
the Wowed list of national 
nmotetncharapjons. 

Gdsm Kev short (WO) 1s 

the new ABA warenveighr 
champion, Cpl Stwe Burford [m) is the heavyweight 
kiw& end youngconmnder spr 
Dmny Wum (RE Trg Regt) 
has Wed the -heavy- 
weight crown inhia iirat =son 
m Army and Combined Sa- 
n?. 

vices colour+. N1 three won 
varnimous pohts va.aicta in 
the n a h a l  ABA tinale at 
Ihmunefipm on Mny 4. 
Short, who has gone from 

strength to strength thls 
season, kn& Bnstpnd No 1 
Mark Santini over in the firsr 
mund with a body *E, and 
lwlce more in the third m& 
with to the head. 

B 6 r d  made up for lasr 

. .  

yenr's disappointment in rbc 

l i d s  by cleverly outboxing 
Loaboo's EsrsJ w. warm 
evemually gm on top to beat 
Mobammed I(hsmhlpocr, a 
Rugsian student currcnfly 
bo* aut of the Fitgos 
Lodge club neile mxtyhg in 
Londoo. 
Two Royal Air Foree final- 

ists, Dnrren F a  lod Wen 
Spelmly, lost on points. 

*Klng.'--I*p.w 

Thes&ldkFsmodrbwn- 
sehres into open sppcea and 
made the ball do the work aa 
the Welsh ran out of trtcklers. 
Eut RRW maiatpined a- 
through ssgt chris spowan 
and Capt &on Baut until the 
Inner, who had spcar-heedc8 
both a m &  and defence, m5 
tained M udommm injury. 

Shortly sfterwards h4ark 
Parr elairned a four& try, pad 
theW score went to Lt John 
Menin - after a dszzliogmim 
of side steps and an oumgeoun 
dununy. 

Cpl Steve Bartliff converted 
three of the mes, one from 
wide wt. 

The signallers rim out win- 
=by31 pointstooil. 
Before the +-giv& Gen 

sir h 4 i W  wmw, hident 
OfthePumpRuobyUWprc- 
sent& Mr Inn Bea, PEedent 
of the Ru&y FoMbpll Union, 
with a cheque for &?,OOO in aid 
of his WIRE appeal. 

This brought the full Amry 
csnmbution to more than 
&lO,Oao - a mosajficent e€fort 
by *Y P*. PfiW 
m t e d  by Ipn Beer and 
David Dixon of Touche Rosa 

Consultsnts, 
whose generow spoeaorship 
enabled such a grand competi- 
don c0 be played. 



A VOLI D 

X 5 people plus your Volvo 

*5 return crossings 
choose from two ro mi 
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Address: 

Stena Telephone Number: 
L I N E  I am interested in: 400 series 0 800 series 900 series 

Saloon 0 Estate 0 LHD RHD 0 Finance Quote 



D-Day para Fred Billing, then a 19-year-old private in 
the 12th (Yorkshire) Battalion, jumped from a Dakota 
over Normandy on the night of June 5 1944. Wlth 
other members of the machine-gun platoon, he 
landed near Ranville. Fred, now a sprightly 69 
and retired in Newbury, Berkshire, posed for 
this 50th anniversary photograph outside 
the Airborne Forcea Museum in 
Aldershot. With him is modern para 
Sgt Geordie Graham, a member of 
The Parachute Regiment's 
Mobile Display Team. 
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Picture: Tern/ Champlon 
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