G LR

BATTLE

GURKHAS
GO DOWN

=
=
=
[ 2]
(=)
-
=
m
=
=
=
[
=
o
=
m
[
=3
=
=

ATISNIM ‘HLINS ‘30H04 ‘I9AHE

09°€3 €102 AVIN



g

New VW Golf SE 20TDi 150 3dr Man

Automatic Distance Control (ADC) | 16" Alloy Wheels |
Composition Media System (CMS) | Titan Black
‘Zoom/Micro’ Upholstery | Bluetooth Telephone

Connection | Air Conditioning | and more

Just £16,195 otr tax free
or £19,695 otr tax paid

VW Polo 1.4 85PS Match 5dr Man

Air Conditioning | 15" Alloy Wheels | Front Fog Lights
| Multi-device Interface (MDI) | Rear Tinted Windows |
Remote Central Locking | Radio/CD Player with 6
Speakers & Aux-in Socket | and more

Just £10,299 otr tax free
or £12,500 otr tax paid

——
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VW Tiguan S 2.0 TDi man 2WD BlueMotion VW Touareg 3.0 TDi V6 204PS Altitude Auto

16" Alloy Wheels | Air Conditioning | ESP including EDL 20" Alloy Wheels | 8 Speed Auto Tiptronic Gearbox |
& ASR | RCD 310 DAB Digital Radio/MP3 Compatible CD Body Styling Kit | DAB Digital Receiver for RNS 850
Player with 8 Speakers | Titan Black ‘Pakata’ Upholstery Navigation/Radio System | RNS 850 Touchscreen

| Electronic Parking Brake | and more Navigation Radio System | and more

Just £16,395 otr tax free Just £29,995 otr tax free
or £19,995 otr tax paid or £36,995 otr tax paid

CarsDirect, 015228140

IF YOU SERVE YOU SNVE or German Free Phone:

forcescarsdirect.com | 0800 1800 1°

VW Polo tax paid available with further £1000 discount in conjunction with PCP deal. Prices correct at time of print, excluding metallic paint. Subject fo status. Images for illustration purposes only.
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Decorations and
demands

ELCOME to our May issue, where we delve into
the heart-stopping stories behind the operational
honours and awards for Op Herrick 16.

To all those who have lived out similar battlefield
encounters, | hope these tales fill you with pride at the
outstanding job you continue to do against a backdrop of
financial difficulty and organisational uncertainty.

For every soldier who is handed a decoration, there are
Scores more whose courageous actions go unrewarded — or
gven unnoticed — by senior colleagues.

Wherever in the world you are reading this magazine,
whether you are focused on Afghanistan, Mali or contingency
operations, | hope you like what you find.

And for troops too modest to soak up their own
achievements, enjoy instead our articles on the Aussie
outback (pages 40-43), combat footwear (pages 38-39) and
the top ten machine guns of all time (pages 48-49). ™
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“l was only doing what any
other soldier would have
done for one of their own”
Troops’ daring deeds decorated p27
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the top ten machine guns of all time
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normal green soldiering”
Part-time Paras prep for new mission  p44
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Soldiers support Thatcher funeral

hundreds of Servicemen and

women to play a role in the funeral
of Baroness Thatcher, who was laid to
rest in London with full military honours.

More than 700 troops took part
in the occasion, many of them from
units linked to the conflict in the South
Atlantic and others who had served in
the campaign as young soldiers.

The former prime minister’s coffin
was brought to St Paul’s Cathedral by a
gun carriage of The King’s Troop, Royal
Horse Artillery.

Throughout the procession, The
Honourable Artillery Company fired
minute guns from the Tower of
London as personnel from all
three Services lined the route.

As the cortege arrived at
St Paul’s, soldiers from 1st
Battalion, Welsh Guards
mounted an honour guard.

On the steps of the
cathedral members of
The Blues and Royals,
Household Cavalry
Regiment stood to
attention alongside
Chelsea Pensioners and
colleagues from both the

FALKANDS veterans were among

Royal Navy and Royal Air Force.

Those carrying the coffin included Sgt
Jason Buffham (RA), Cpl Carl Spence
(RE), LCpl James Steel (Para), LCpl Tej
Pun (RGR) and LSgt Paul Quayle (SG),
whose father is a holder of the South
Atlantic Medal.

Guiding the bearer party was garrison
sergeant major WO1 Billy Mott and
Maj Nick Mott, both of whom deployed
to the Falklands as young Welsh
Guardsmen. Together with Col Hugh
Boddington, the chief marshal in the
escort party, the brothers were on the
RFA Sir Galahad when it was attacked
by Argentine forces, resulting in the loss

of 32 comrades.

! Veterans of the conflict were
among those invited to the
service, including Tony Davies, a
former regimental sergeant major
of the Welsh Guards, who said he

. was “humbled” to have been part
W of the ceremony.

‘It was amazing and
moving,” the ex-soldier
explained.

. “When you looked

around St Paul’s and saw
all the people who were
there it was immense.

“But actually, it didn’t feel like a state
occasion — more a family funeral.”

Commenting on the crucial role of his
unit of 35 years, he continued: “I think
it meant everything to the regiment to
be involved. We took heavy losses in
the Falklands and it was a tremendous
honour for them to be involved in saying
goodbye to such a great lady.

“To see the two Mott brothers there,
who were young soldiers at the time,
still serving today and playing such a
prominent role was fantastic.”

Thousands of onlookers turned out to
witness Baroness Thatcher’s funeral.

Fears that protesters would try and
disrupt the high-profile event proved
largely unfounded.

“It was an amazing atmosphere,”
added Mr Davies.

“Obviously we weren't sure if things
were going to kick off and there was
a great deal of security but thankfully
nothing happened to take the edge off
the occasion.

“You could hear the clapping and
cheering as the coffin arrived at the
cathedral and when it left, and that was
very moving.”

@ Digital dossier - page 59
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Army apprenticeships praised

HE Army apprenticeship
I programme has been
rated “good” by education
inspectors, with a mark of
“outstanding” for its hospitality and
catering elements.

The scheme, one of the UK’s
largest such training initiatives, has
at least 15,000 soldiers engaged
in 43 different qualifications at any
one time.

Its latest evaluation is a significant
improvement on the “satisfactory”
score it received from the Office for
Standards in Education, Children’s
Services and Skills back in 2009.

Brig Gary Morris, director of the
Army’s Educational and Training
Services branch, said: “We are
very pleased that the report has
recognised the high quality of our
programme, which delivers trade-
related apprenticeships to more
than 95 per cent of troops joining
the Service.

“We believe the scheme improves
the capability of our soldiers whilst

serving and gives them a nationally
recognised qualification that is
valuable to them on leaving.”

The training focuses on
information and communications
technology, engineering and
logistics. In addition, there is a
bespoke package for combat
infantrymen and opportunities in
catering and animal care.

Each year more than 8,000 troops
gain an intermediate apprenticeship,
which is equivalent to five GCSEs
at grade A-C, or an advanced
apprenticeship, which corresponds
to an A level.

TROOPS who undergo tough
mission-specific training packages
prior to deploying to the stifling heat
of Afghanistan usually put their feet
up and relax on a rest day.

But soldiers from 1st Battalion,
The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers,
spent their well-earned time off in the
sweltering environment of a bikram
yoga room ahead of deploying on Op
Herrick 18.

Around 30 members of the unit
took part in the 90-minute class,
which was staged at the Hot Bikram
Yoga Studio in London.

Organiser Lt Pat O’Hara (1 RRF)
said: “Having practised the discipline
before, | thought it would be a great

i

Fitness first: The discipline helped to test the fusiliers both physically and mentally

—ersonnel profit from yoga

experience for the platoon and would
give personnel a mental and physical
challenge they would enjoy.”

For most soldiers it was the first
time they had tried the technique,
which involved moving through 26
postures in 40 degrees Celsius heat.

Explaining the benefits of the high-
temperature training, yoga expert
Olga Allon said: “The session really
stretched the guys both physically
and mentally.

“As well as testing their
cardiovascular endurance, the
experience would have helped
strengthen their mental capacity in
ways that can be applied to other
activities in life.”
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PAY FREEZE FINISHES

B ARMED Forces personnel have seen their
salaries increase by up to 1.45 per cent
despite ongoing measures to cut costs in the
public sector.

The end of the two-year pay freeze for
government employees saw Servicemen and
women receive a one per cent pay rise from
last month.

In addition, the chancellor’s recent budget
revealed that the so-called X factor payment
is to go up by 0.5 per cent from this month.

The pensionable premium, which reflects
the relative disadvantage of service in the
military compared to civilian work, is to grow
from 14 to 14.5 per cent for Regular troops.

George Osborne announced a further
period of financial restraint that would keep
increases in base pay at one per cent until
2015-16.

But unlike other public servants in the UK,
the Armed Forces will continue to benefit
from annual incremental wage progression
during this time.

For further information read Army briefing
notes 17-13 and 21-13.

REDUNDANCY REPRIEVE

B FEWER Army personnel will lose their
jobs under tranche three redundancies next
month than originally planned.

Developments in the Army 2020 structure
and changes in the Service’s manning
forecast mean that some fields initially
included have been removed, while others
have seen adjustments to the overall
numbers of troops eligible to be cut.

No new fields have been created and the
number of non-applicants has not increased.

Those affected by the change will be
notified by their chain of command.

Further information and guidance can be
found in Army briefing note 30/13 and the
ninth edition of the Army Redundancy and
Transition Newsletter.

HELP REDUCE RED TAPE

B THE MoD is asking its staff to share their
cunning plans to cut bureaucracy and
simplify everyday work processes.

Open to all civilian and military employees,
the Red Tape Challenge will gather bright
ideas under three different themes; the digital
office, effective communications and best use
of resources.

Submissions for the first category close on
May 3, the second on May 24 and the third
onJune 14.

Visit gemsonline.mod.uk for more
information about the challenge.

HOME SCHEME SHIFT

B THE annual waiver premium for the long
service advance of pay (LSAP) payment,
used to help troops buy a house, is to be
increased six-fold.

Personnel claiming must now pay a yearly
waiver fee of 30 pence per £100 borrowed.
Previously the premium was five pence.

Individual soldiers can receive an advance
of up to £8,500, which would result in a total
of £25.44 being charged.

The fee rise has been introduced to
accommodate the number of LSAP
payments being waived, which has increased
considerably since the premium was last
adjusted in 2007.
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Colours Tirst for formation

THE Mercian Regiment will be presented
with new colours for the first time at an
historic parade next month.

The event at Worcester’s Sixways
Stadium will see all four battalions of the
regiment marching together to receive
the revered silk flags.

The Infantry unit was formed in
2007 by merging three single-battalion
regiments and creating a Reserve
component in addition.

Each formation has served under its
previous colours until now, however they

will be marched off for the final time on
June 6.

Large contingents from all four
Mercian battalions, regimental
associations and affiliated cadet forces
will be present at the occasion, which
will incorporate numerous marches.

A British Army spokesman said:
“Colours are only presented every 25
years and this will be the first time that
all four battalions of this regiment have
been on parade at the same time to
receive new ones.”

MALI MISSION TAKES OFF

M BRITISH troops have arrived in Mali and
are preparing to advise the country’s soldiers
on how to defend the north-west African
state against extremists.

The 40-strong group was drawn from
1st Battalion, The Royal Irish Regiment; 29
Commando Regiment, Royal Artillery and
45 Commando, Royal Marines as part of a
European Union training mission.

The troops will help develop Malian
soldiers’ infantry and artillery skills.

Defence Secretary Philip Hammond
said the operation would counter a violent
insurgency that threatens to disrupt the UK.

Snake handllng and survival in India

RITISH troops have been
Blearning jungle survival

and snake handling skills
alongside the Indian Army.

Some 100 members of D
Company, 1st Battalion, The Royal
Welsh spent last month training in
the mountains of Belgaum with the
country’s 17th Kumaon Regiment.

Aimed at developing both nations’
counter-insurgency drills, Exercise
Ajeya Warrior saw the two units
exchange a platoon of 27 men,
with the British formation renaming
itself Tipu Company after the famed
Asian warrior.

In preparation for the final phase
of the visit, a series of joint tasks
in the region’s forest, host troops

taught their UK colleagues how
to live in the jungle and handle
potential encounters with wildlife
such as vipers and cobras.

Maj Richard Sernberg, officer
commanding D Company, said
that despite the differences in
background, the two forces could
share techniques.

“There is much that we can learn
from the Indians and hopefully we
can offer them the benefit of our
recent Afghanistan experience,”
said the officer.

“D Company is the product of an
Army that has been solely focused
on operations in Helmand province.

“This exercise is our opportunity
to re-learn some of the basic

generic skills we may require on
future missions.”

Accompanying the Royal Welsh
soldiers were four British experts
in the fields of counter-IED, media,
force protection and stabilisation.

~oval Mall reassures ranks over post

THE government has assured soldiers
the British Forces Post Office will remain
unaffected by the announcement that
Royal Mail could be privatised.

The coalition intends to sell shares
in the postal organisation in order to
protect its future but insists military mail
will remain unchanged.

A spokesman for the Department of
Business, Innovation and Skills said:
“Free post to the Armed Forces does
not depend on Royal Mail remaining in
public ownership.

“These services are available to
personnel who are undertaking
operations such as those in Afghanistan
and the Ministry of Defence fully
reimburses Royal Mail for provision of

these facilities.”

Currently the government wholly
owns both Royal Mail Group Ltd, which
provides the UK mail service, and Post
Office Ltd, which runs the country’s
network of post offices.

A campaign opposing any sale

has been launched by the —

Communication Workers
Union, which argues that
without public ownership
affordable prices, rural services
and free post for Servicemen
and women will disappear.

The “save our Royal Mail”
drive claims that prices will rise,
small businesses suffer, the
countryside left isolated and

free initiatives for the blind threatened.
A campaign statement said: “A
privately owned organisation will not
want to maintain this non-profit making
freepost scheme for British Forces,
neither can it be compelled to.”
Rebuffing the claims, Candice

e Macdonald, head of corporate

media relations at Royal Mail

Group, commented: “Any
change in ownership would not
affect the British Forces Post
Office. The Queen’s head will
remain on stamps and our red,
and indeed gold, post boxes
aren’t going anywhere.”

For more details visit www.
royalmailgroup.com/node/4642
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redundant?

Want to-carry on-working in a
challenging.environment?

Why not consider Maritime Security?

In Maritime Security, a Team Member could earn £250 a day, or £300
a day as a Team Leader. Our residential 25 day Maritime Security
Operator’s course gives you all the certification, knowledge and
skills to deploy confidently on any vessel as part of a security team.

You will leave the course with the following:

» MCA Ship Security Officer (SSO]) » Country Intelligence and Cultural Awareness
* Management & Maritime Security Officer (MSO] * Post Incident Forensic Management

* MCA STCW$95 Fire-Prevention and Fire-Fighting (ILM endorsed programme]

* MCA STCW95 Personal and Social Responsibility * Piracy and Vessel-hardening module

* MCA STCW95 Elementary First Aid * Weapon Management System

* MCA STCW95 Personal Survival Techniques e First Person on Scene (FPOS-i)

* RYA Maritime Radar User’s Certificate (Accredited to Edexcel].

* RYA Short-range VHF Licence

90% of the cost of your 25 day residential course will be covered
by your individual resettlement grant.

Call today to discuss your future.

"v\' INTERNATIONAL

Consultancy and Learning Centre of Excellence

Broadstone Mill | Broadstone Road | Stockport | Cheshire | SK5 7DL | Tel: +44 (0] 871 99 88 777
Email: enquiries@marsec-international.com | Visit: marsec-international.com
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Army alcohol warning

LMOST one in four Service
Apersonnel are misusing

alcohol, according to new
research by a serving soldier.

Pte Erasmus Quartey (RLC,
pictured below), a former psychology
teacher, undertook the study as part
of his public health master’s degree.
It found that many troops are drinking
to a detrimental level.

Currently under peer review for
publication in medical journals, The
Prevalence of Alcohol Misuse in the
United Kingdom Armed Forces was
produced while the soldier was on a
six-month tour of Cyprus.

Although its findings broadly reflect
the issue of excessive drinking in
Britain as a whole, the Serviceman
hopes the report will help to tackle
the problem among Army colleagues
in particular.

“My research concludes that
nearly a quarter of UK Armed Forces
personnel are drinking in a way
that is detrimental to their health,
their family’s health, their personal
safety, the safety of their colleagues
and wider group operational
effectiveness,” explained Pte
Quartey.

“Although many
studies have been
conducted on the
prevalence of alcohol
misuse in the British
military, no systematic
review and meta-
analysis has
ever been
conducted
on the
topic.”

The
father-of-
two said
he had
been

inspired to undertake the self-funded
project after witnessing excessive
consumption among others.

“During my six years’ service in
the British Army | have noticed that
the amount of drinking has gone up
and | have seen soldiers with serious
alcohol problems, so | decided to
base my master’s research on the
issue,” he said.

“The findings are not an indictment
of the Armed Forces — it's a study to
help people out.

“The military has been completely
behind my work and | have made the
MoD aware of it as well.”

With his analysis now in the public
domain, the junior soldier’s ultimate
goal is for people to understand the
prevalence of the problem and to
take action where necessary.

“I want colleagues and other
troops to be aware of the dangers of
drinking and | hope my work can be
used as a guide for future policy,” the
loggie added.

“As with the general UK
population, alcohol misuse is
arguably one of the most worrying
issues for the MoD at the moment.

“A lot has been done to

combat the problem but |
am recommending that even
more could happen.

“There is still an indifferent
attitude towards the issue across
the Armed Forces but it has a long-
term detrimental effect.”

The Army health promotion team

is expected to run a “drink safe”
campaign later this year.

® Talkback - page 53
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TRANSFER CHANGES

B THE Army’s policy on transferring between
trades has been rewritten to make it easier for
personnel to change roles, particularly if they
are affected by compulsory redundancy.

Opyportunities to move to another trade
are now published online on the recently-
launched Official Army Vacancies List.

Anyone thinking about transferring should
identify an appropriate option and discuss
the matter with their chain of command
before applying.

For full details and conditions of the
transfer process read DIN201301-16, which
also contains guidance on moving to the
Royal Navy and Royal Air Force.

LONG-DESERVED AWARD

B HEROES of the Second World War who
served in Bomber Command and on the
Arctic convoys will receive new awards,
defence minister Mark Francois has said.

Up to a quarter of a million veterans and
the families of those who died could be
eligible to receive the Bomber Command
clasp and Arctic Star.

The death toll of those serving in Bomber
Command during the conflict was 55,000
while more than 3,000 men died in the
freezing waters of the Arctic.

Mr Francois said: “All those who served
our country deserve nothing but the utmost
respect and admiration from us.

“I am delighted that these special
individuals will begin to receive the
decorations they have so long deserved.”

Eligible veterans and next of kin are
encouraged to apply for the new awards via
www.veterans-uk.info or by calling 08457
800 900.

COMMAND COMMENCES

B JOINT Forces Command, a new
headquarters set up to coordinate a range of
military capabilities, is fully operational.

The organisation was established to
improve the way the MoD conducts missions
by bringing together specialist functions such
as medical services, linguists, training and
education and intelligence resources.

The establishment is based in Northwood
and oversees more than 20,000 military and
civilian staff at sites around the world.

Among the formations under its direction is
the Permanent Joint Headquarters, which will
continue to command current operations.

A key aim of the new group is to create a
more direct link between front-line experience
and top-level planning.

FREE PASSES PRONTO

B ARMED Forces personnel who
successfully win ballots on the Tickets for
Troops website no longer have to wait for two
years in order to bid for another event, the
charity has announced.

The period between entries has been
slashed to one year.

Those who have waited more than 12
months since their last successful attempt will
be able to apply to attend the most sought-
after events with immediate effect.

Around a quarter of the free passes
supplied by the organisation are balloted in
order to make it fair for its 120,000 members,
while the rest are available on a first-come,
first-served basis.
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Master chef

AN Army cook has been
recognised for his morale-
boosting work by the senior
military chief in Helmand.

LCpl Kennedy Mutonga Muia
(RLC) received a Commander’s
Coin from Brig Bob Bruce for his
culinary efforts while deployed in
support of the Scots Guards.

The 28-year-old was handed
the award alongside seven other
Service chefs.

A citation said LCpl Mutonga
Muia showed “selfless dedication
to duty” while putting others first.

During Herrick 17 he provided
meals at FOB Oulette and various
other bases.

He sometimes
cooked for more
than 100 troops

5

All smiles: ‘The Ox’ took time out to visit British troops ahead of the World Cup qualifiers

—oothaler's focus on Forces

with only a
lslmla"h‘.ea’" to RISING star of the England football
eT%elsmc;I dier team took a break from his training
schedule to meet troops preparing

has since been
promoted to

the rank of
corporal.

for deployment to Afghanistan.

Arsenal’s Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain
met members of 66 Works Group,
Royal Engineers at Chetwynd Barracks
in Chilwell to mark the start of a new
partnership between the England
Footballers Foundation and The British
Forces Foundation.

Soldiers kitted the 19-year-old Gunner
out in body armour and gave him a

counter-IED demonstration.

At the time of the trip the star had
been preparing for World Cup qualifiers
against San Marino and Montenegro.

Speaking about his visit, the winger
said: “It's been humbling to come here
to meet the people who serve our
country and do a difficult and dangerous
job in order to keep us all safe.

“On behalf of the entire squad, | wish
them well on their tour and our thoughts
will be with their friends and families
who remain at home.”

TELEMARK TEST

| INJURED Servicemen were among
a group of veterans to complete a
gruelling trek across a frozen mountain
plateau in Norway.

The expedition, organised by charity
Pilgrim Bandits, retraced the footsteps
of the heroes of Telemark, members
of the Norwegian resistance who
conducted daring raids against Hitler’'s

atomic weapons programme during the

Second World War.

Braving 80mph winds and -30
degrees Celsius temperatures, the
party travelled 65 miles across the
Hardangervidda national park.

The team included Rfn Paul Jacobs,
who lost his sight in Afghanistan, and
LBdr Ben Parkinson, who sustained
severe injuries on Op Herrick.
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LEAGUE OF GENTLEMEN

: SWAG FORCE FOR GOOD QUIDS IN

COMPANY COOPERATION
Following a visit to the Combat Stress treatment
centre by Thales UK's vice chairman, the defence
firm donated £25,000 from its charity trust to
help raise awareness of mental health. The
company pledged a further £10,000 to sponsor the
organisation’s fund-raising Annual Armistice Lecture
at the Royal United Services Institute.

Combat Stress

£35,000

RUGBY REPS
Five officer cadets from the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst
cycled 44 miles on static bikes before
England’s rugby game against South Africa at
Twickenham. The event took three-and-a-half hours,
during which members of the public donated money.

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity

£9,450

MOUNTAIN MISSION
Members of 2nd Battalion, The Duke of Lancaster’s
Regiment braved freezing conditions to scale some
of Britain’s tallest summits in
memory of two comrades who died
after being injured in Afghanistan in
2010. A team of 30 soldiers climbed
Munro (pictured right), a 3,000ft
mountain in Scotland, while another
group tackled the Three Peaks
Challenge in tribute to Kgn Darren
Deady and Capt Andrew Griffiths.

The Duke of Lancaster's
Regiment charity and
Help for Heroes

£1,900
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44 THE BRAVERY OF EVERYONE ELSE AND THE DESIRE TO HELP KEPT ME

GOING. EVERY SINGLE SOLDIER OUT THERE IS DESERVING OF AN AWARD 7”
- STANDOUT SOLDIERS HONOURED FOR HERRICK HEROICS, PAGES 24-37

KUKRI COMEBACK

B THE kukri has been formally

reintroduced into close-quarter combat
training for the Gurkha combat
infantryman’s course.

Service personnel on the
package learn to close with
and engage the enemy using

personal weapons and tae kwon
do techniques.

The drills aim to hone soldiers’
initiative, speed and offensive

abilities and demand skills in rapid
assault and precise application of

lethal force.

Maj Rupert Anderson, OC Gurkha
Company at the 2nd Infantry Training

Battalion, said: “Over the years the
close-quarter combat skills had
moved away from using the kukri but
we've restarted it and it’s unique in

that other troops in the Army don’t do it.

“It’s a really good piece of training to
teach discipline, aggression, initiative,
flexibility, agility and identity.”

The intensive skills programme
involves approximately 20 hours of
tuition and culminates with individual
and team demonstrations of patterns
and techniques.

GRAB A GRAND

B MILITARY technicians are being
invited to enter a
prestigious
competition
run by the
Institution of
Engineering
and Technology (IET)
for a chance to win £1,000.
The inaugural Armed Forces
Technician of the Year award is aimed at
Service personnel who have made an
outstanding contribution to the field.
The prize will be presented annually
as part of the IET’s Achievement
Awards, which will be held this year on
November 20.
Nathalie Cameron, Armed Forces
development manager for the IET,
said: “Anyone who has contributed
creatively to the development of a
new engineering product, service or
process and demonstrated exceptional
commitment should apply.”
The deadline for applications is May
31. Visit www.theiet.org/apprentice-
awards for further details.

LEARNING CREDIT CALL

B TROOPS who have failed to register
for the enhanced learning credits
scheme are being urged not to pass up
the funding available to them.

Entitled personnel who missed
previous chances to sign up during
basic training or after eight years’
service have until October 1 to submit
an application.
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Army’s rapid reaction force have

been put through their paces
alongside their Italian counterparts on a
demanding exercise in Monte Romano,
near Rome.

Exercise Eagle Eye gave experts
in intelligence, surveillance, target
acquisition and reconnaissance (Istar)
from 16 Air Assault Brigade a chance to
test their full range of capabilities while
sharing techniques with the Brigata
Paracadutisti Folgore.

The wide-ranging programme
included joint training on basic skills,
working together behind enemy lines
using Istar and securing and marking
drop and landing zones for paratroopers
and helicopters.

The exercise for soldiers from
D Squadron, Household Cavalry
Regiment; 5 Regiment, Royal Artillery;
23 Engineer Regiment (Air Assault); 3rd
Battalion, The Parachute Regiment and
the Pathfinders ended with an assault
on a simulated terrorist camp.

All British units that undertook the
mock mission provide personnel for
the Air Assault Task Force, which is

R ECONNAISANCE troops from the

nteligence insight in ftaly

Eagle’s Eye-view: The varied training package saw troops secure and mark drop zones

ready to deploy anywhere in the world
at short notice to conduct military
operations ranging from non-combatant
evacuations to war fighting.

Capt Ben Neary, of 3rd Battalion,

The Parachute Regiment, said: “The
success of any operation is down to the
intelligence that the plan is built around
and this exercise has been about testing
our capabilities to gather and act on
that information. It has been a great
experience to share our skill set with
[talian paratroopers.

“After a long operation in Afghanistan
both armies are regenerating the
specialist capabilities of their airborne
forces to be ready for future operations.”

Capt Bruno Ambrosini, of the Italian
Savoia Cavalleria Regiment, worked
with D Sgn, HCR as his unit evolves to
perform the same airborne cavalry role.

“It's been very hard training but an
excellent opportunity to learn from the
British, who are Nato allies we have
served alongside on operations,” he
said. “It's really good to exchange
procedures and knowledge so we can
successfully develop our forces and
work better with the British in future.”

Pictures: Cpl Obi Igbo, RLC
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LCPL JAMIE WEBB (24)
1ST BATTALION,
THE MERCIAN REGIMENT
DIED MARCH 26 — AFGHANISTAN

o~ B

Partners in progress: Royal Marines worked alongside soldiers for more than a decade

SOLDIERS from 1st Battalion, The Mercian
Regiment are mourning the loss of a “talented and
inspirational” junior non-commissioned officer,
who was killed as he approached the end of his
second tour in Afghanistan.

LCpl Jamie Webb was wounded in an
insurgent attack on his patrol base in the Nad-g

Ali district of Helmand province and passed away
the following day.

The Serviceman joined B Company, 1st
Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment in 2006.

He served in Ballykinler, Northern Ireland on
Op Banner and later in Irag on Op Telic 11.

During 1 Mercian’s 2010 deployment to
Afghanistan, his hard work and reliability saw
LCpl Webb singled out for promotion. He was

v

[roops salute efforts of Marines

E last commando group of Royal
Marines to serve on Op Herrick has
returned to the UK, marking the

end of more than a decade of missions
alongside the British Army.

In a parting gesture, troops from 40
Commando lowered the Royal Navy’s
white ensign, which had flown above

their base in Nahr-e Saraj for six months.

Personnel from the unit were the first
British troops to deploy to Afghanistan
back in 2001.

During their numerous tours of the
country, nearly 200 Marines have been
awarded honours for bravery and
commitment including a George Cross,
seven Distinguished Service Orders and
ten Conspicuous Gallantry Crosses.

Capt Jamie Edwards was the liaison
officer for 1st Battalion, The Rifles while
serving with 3 Commando Brigade on
Op Herrick 14.

Praising the contribution of his
colleagues in the Green Berets, he said:
“They have a great work ethic and were
clear from the outset that we are all one
team and they were there to support
the ground units, provide enablers and
make sure ground-holding battlegroups
wanted for nothing.

“They struck a perfect balance
between working hard but at the same
time maintaining spirits — making sure
their guys and girls rested, exercised
and relaxed.

“My last memory of operating with
them is one of feeling included, working
under an excellent ethos that allowed
mission command to be exercised and
morale to be maintained.”

More than 14,000 Royal Marines have
served in Helmand since the start of
the conflict, in areas including Sangin,
Nahr-e Saraj and Musa Qala.

Defence Secretary Philip Hammond
added: “The courage of these personnel
and indeed all of our Armed Forces who
have served in Afghanistan over the past
decade has been outstanding.

“Their commitment has made sure
that transition of security to local control
is deliverable by the time we end our
combat operations in 2014,

“The hard work of 40 Commando,
Royal Marines over the winter months
has led to impressive progress in the
capabilities of Afghan forces as they
take on security responsibility with
decreasing levels of assistance from UK
and Isaf forces.”

awarded his first stripe the following year.

Throughout the latest tour, the 24-year-old
worked as a company intelligence collator and
section 2iC in the Transition Support Unit Nad-e
Ali —a role that cemented his reputation as a
highly capable junior leader.

Capt Richard Sawyer, 2iC of C Company,
described his colleague as “a fine soldier”.

“It was LCpl Webb’s unique and loveable
personality that makes him unforgettable,” said
the officer. “It was clear to all how much he
enjoyed working with his mates in the Army and
how much he loved his family.”

The Serviceman leaves behind his parents Sue
and Dave. A family statement read: “We are so
proud of Jamie being a Mercian soldier.”

SURVEYING ATTITUDES

Bl PERSONNEL who have received
questionnaires as part of this year’s
Armed Forces Continuous Attitude
Survey are being urged to return
their responses this month.

Thousands of forms have been
distributed to officers, soldiers
and their families in order to get
valuable feedback on life in uniform.

The findings will be used to argue
the case for making or changing
policies that affect military
personnel and their loved ones.

In 2012, more than 3,253 troops,
together with 2,429 Army families,
took part in the exercise.

All replies are treated in the
strictest confidence and not seen
by the chain of command.

Last year, the survey found
that 35 per cent of soldiers were
dissatisfied with their basic pay.

Of those quizzed, 39 per cent said
they intended to stay in uniform for
as long as possible while a tenth
said they aspired to leave before the
end of their engagement.

The 2012 survey also gauged
views on the standard of Service
accommodation, with 56 per cent
expressing satisfaction.

Paperwork for the latest study
should be returned by no later
than May 7 - or June 10 for those
completing the Families Continuous
Attitude Survey.

@ Talkback takes your views —
pages 53-59

Accommodation assessments: The
2012 survey found that around 56 per
cent were satisfied with Service digs
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On side: Army boxers lend their support to the testicular cancer awareness campaign

nd the palls to talk,” troops told

examine themselves for the signs
of testicular cancer and talk openly
about their concerns.

A campaign to raise awareness
of the disease was launched by the
Checkemlads charity and Army health
promotion team at the Service’s latest
rugby showdown with the Royal Navy
in Twickenham using a comical mascot,
the appropriately-named Pte Parts
(pictured above).

Speaking to Soldier about the
initiative, WO2 Mick Riley (RLC), charity
co-founder and a survivor of testicular
cancer, explained: “The main thing
that we’re trying to get across is self-
diagnosis and the importance of not
being afraid to discuss medical issues.

“One of the biggest problems we
have is that talking about testicles isn’t a
usual topic of conversation.

“But by looking at information [about
the symptoms], watching videos on our
website and speaking to people, lives

S OLDIERS are being encouraged to

The most common symptom is a
lump or swelling on a testicle, which
can be found with a monthly self-
examination using the fingers.

Other signs of the disease can include
a dull ache, sharp pain or feeling of
heaviness in the scrotum.

Fewer than four per cent of testicular
lumps turn out to be cancerous.

However, with more than 20 soldiers
diagnosed each year, the Service is on a
mission to change attitudes.

“The lads are not educated very well
on how to check themselves and that
needs to change,” WO2 Riley said.

“I'am also trying to inform health
professionals, especially across the
Army, about the importance of checking
and treating testicular cancer.”

Research shows men are 20 per cent
less likely to seek medical intervention
for health complaints than women,
instead opting to “tough out” iliness
while giving priority to work over
treatment and rest.

\

can be saved.”

Research shows testicular cancer
is a growing problem in men between
20 and 35 - the principal age group of
British Army personnel.

“By using the Pte Parts mascot we
will hopefully get troops talking about
the issue,” WO2 Riley added.

For more details on the campaign
visit www.checkemlads.com

...Guards for your gadgets

THE answer to last month’s spine lines competition lay in the

West African country of Sierra Leone. (Siaka) Stevens, (Joseph

Saidu) Momoh, (Ahmad Tejan) Kabbah and (Ernest Bai) Koromo
have all held office as president of the developing country.

This month we have teamed up with Diablo Skinz (www.diabloskinz.com)
to offer five lucky readers the chance to “pimp up” the smartphones, iPads,

Kindles and laptops in their home with these Army-inspired
covers. Made from premium self-adhesive vinyl with
a heavy-duty laminate, the skins protect devices
from all sorts of small scratches and knocks.

To win a set, tell us
what links the words on
the side of this issue.

Answers, plus postal
address, to the usual
place or comps@
soldiermagazine.co.uk by
May 31. Good luck!
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BUSINESS SKILL BOOST

A PARTNERSHIP between the Essex business
community and The Parachute Regiment is
helping to support soldiers leaving the Army.
The Pride-P initiative offers free
career guidance, interview
training and
mentoring
from
members
of the local
NN Institute of
X Directors.
1—4{!‘.]

ENGAGEMENT TEAM TRIUMPH

THE Army engagement team has received
one of the communication industry’s top
honours for the presentation it delivers to
help audiences understand Land Forces.
The Award for Communication Effectiveness
was handed over by the International Visual
Communications Association in London.

ITCHY AND SCRATCHY

TROOPS from 1st Battalion, Coldstream
Guards have come down with the contagious
skin disease scabies. The Daily Mail reported
that 120 members of the unit contracted the
illness after an exercise in Germany.
<., Caused by a mite, the condition

¢\ leads to severe itching. An MoD
spokesman said specialist cleaning

\\ was taking place while the department

established the source of the outbreak.

DRESS MESS

AROYAL Marine who dressed in a sergeant’s
uniform while still a corporal has been fined
£300. Robert Barnett, of 40 Commando,
admitted wearing the ensemble adorned

with medals he was not entitled to at a family
wedding last June. The Serviceman, who
has been promoted to sergeant since the
incident, was found guilty at a court martial
in Portsmouth. During the hearing it was
explained that Barnett had wanted to “big it
up” in front of his loved ones.

BAD DRILLS
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Members of the MOD and
UK Forces get up to 20% off

Save on your Vodafone monthly plan and share the
discount with up to five of your friends and family

power to you

For more information, drop into your nearest
Vodafone store or visit vodafone.co.uk/mod



Corsa Ltd Edition

1.2 16v VVT 3dr, Air con

FROM £9,195
BUYBACK AVAILABLE

Astra GTC

1.4i 16v VVT Turbo 3dr
With 19” Alloy Wheel upgrade

Available from stock!

FROM £11,895

FREE BLACK DIAMOND
UPGRADE AVAILABLE

Insignia Exclusiv

2.0CDTi 16v 130ps 5dr

FROM £11,495

2.0CDTi 16v 160ps 5dr

FROM £11,995

BUYBACK AVAILABLE

Corsa Turbo,
Black Edition
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FROM £9,995

BUYBACK AVAILABLE
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BUYBACK AVAILABLE

T Y \
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New Adam

BUYBACK Available
Jam 1.2i FROM £8,995
Glam 1.2i FROM £10,295
Slam 1.4i FROM £11,595
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1.6i 16v VVT 7 Seat MPV, Air con

FROM £9,350
BUYBACK AVAILABLE

Antara SUV 5dr

2.4i 16v 167ps Exclusiv

FROM £12,995
SAVING £6,520 on UK list price

2.2CDTI 16v 163ps 4x4

FROM £17,995
SAVING £8,260 on UK list price

FREE BLACK DIAMOND

UPGRADE AVAILABLE

200+ Used cars of all makes from £2,995 in stock!

Come and visit us in your NAAFI Max:

Elmpt (02163) 5711241 from Germany
0049 2163 5711241 from UK

Fallingbostel (01562) 9000013 from Germany
0049 1562 9000013 from UK

Gutersloh (05241) 238148 from Germany
0049 5241 238148 from UK

JHQ (02161) 56296103 from Germany,

0049 2161 56296103 from UK N A A F l

Hohne (05051) 470353 from Germany, EST.1920
0049 5051 470353 from UK

Sennelager (05254) 86931 from Germany,
0049 5254 86931 from UK

info@naaficarsales.com www.naafi.co.uk/cars
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OUNG Muslims have been
Yput through their paces by

Reserve troops as part of a
leadership event in Bolton.

Soldiers from 103 Regiment,
Royal Artillery teamed up with the
Bolton Council of Mosques (BCoM)
to run a development course for the
organisation’s youth members.

The two-day project at the Nelson
Street Territorial Army centre saw
people aged between 13 and 21
take part in a variety of tests aimed
improving their leadership and
organisation skills.

Under the instruction of part-time
soldiers the youngsters put up a
tent while blind-folded, were given a
fithess test and used teamwork and
military communication equipment
to complete a treasure hunt.

Capt Hendrik Steutel (103 Regt,

_ ——
On side: Reservists in Bolton offered a two-day development course for young Muslims

Soldiers forge new

NKS
RA) said: “There is a mosque very
close to our TA centre and although
we are neighbours a lot of the young
people who attend had never been
here before.

“We wanted to demystify what
we do and forge stronger links with
Bolton’s Islamic community.

“The effort they put in over the
two days was superb - they really
did give 100 per cent and that
attitude made it very enjoyable for
the instructors.”

Khalid Kadva, a youth worker
at the BCoM, added: “The young
people got to work as part of a team
and discovered some skills they did
not know they had.

“The soldiers put together a
fantastic programme and we look
forward to working with them again
in the near future.”

YOUTUBE PROVES A HIT

B AFTER seeing more than 100,000 hits on
the “TA Live” recruitment videos, the deputy
commander Land Forces is optimistic the
Service can attract 30,000 people to serve
with the Reserves.

Maj Gen Ranald Munro believes the
groundbreaking campaign, which has seen
adverts championing the work of part-
time soldiers broadcast live from Helmand
province, is proving successful.

“Look at the data: 100,000 hits on
YouTube, 7,500 registrations on site and from
that, just under 3,500 contacts where people
take it a step further and start enquiring about
the process of joining the TA,” he said.

“I'am really optimistic that this will be a
success — we have been given a mission and
the Army operates very well when it is given
a mission.”

STANDARDS REVISED

B THE chain of command has announced
details of revised medical standards for
personnel wanting to join the Territorial Army.

Regular and ex-Regular officers and
soldiers can now enlist into the organisation
with the grading of medically limited
deployable (permanent).

For more information on the move visit
ABN 03/13.

CALL TO TA TWEETERS

B RESERVISTS are being urged to take to
social media channels to show their support
for this year’s Uniform to Work Day.

The annual initiative
sees part-time troops
wear military attire to
their civilian jobs.

Anyone who
chooses to join in
with the campaign
on Wednesday, June
26 is encouraged
to take a photo of
themselves in uniform
with their colleagues
and upload the image
to Facebook or tweet
it using #UTWD and
#ArmedForcesDay.

Established
to champion the
important role the Reserves play in both the
community and defence, the event forms part
of Armed Forces Day, which this year falls on
Saturday, June 29.

Reservists braced for extreme Everest adventure

A TEAM of Reservists from the Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers are
beginning preparations for an expedition
to Nepal.

Fourteen personnel from 103 Battalion
will travel to Lukla in the east of the
country in October to conduct three
weeks of adventurous training.

Their route through the Everest region
will see them tackle three climbs of more
than 5,000 metres.

“It will be very testing,” said event
organiser Maj Nick Marlow, the unit’s
regimental admin officer.

“Altitude is the main thing we need to
take into account and we’ll do that by
making gradual ascents and allowing
time to acclimatise.

“We will have experienced staff on the
team but the majority will be novices.

“The safety and well-being of the
whole group is my primary concern.”

Although the battalion have already
completed a 25-kilometre walk through
the South Downs, training will begin in
earnest next month.

“We’re planning to go to the Brecon
Beacons and the Lake District to get

some practice over hillier ground,”
continued the officer.

“We need to make sure everyone has
a good level of fitness and has passed
all the mandatory tests before we leave.”

Having trekked through the Nepalese
mountains himself on three previous
occasions, Maj Marlow was in no doubt
about what troops would gain from the
challenging serial.

“It’s all about the importance of
teamwork and how people react in
different environments, as well as
building camaraderie,” he said.
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SOLDIERS from 1st Battalion, Welsh Guards

mount an honour guard as the coffin of

Baroness Thatcher arrives at St Paul’s

Cathedral on a gun carriage of The King’s

Troop, Royal Horse Artillery. Some 700

Service personnel played a role in the funeral -

of the former prime minister, many from units T M |IIII|E
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AREYOU IN
THE ARMED
FORCES?

EVER HAD A BANK LOAN,
MORTGAGE OR CREDIT CARDS?

If so, you have almost certainly been mis-sold Payment
Protection Insurance (PPI).

You could be owed thousands of pounds!!

Reclaims UK have claimed back over £700,000 for
Armed Forces personnel.

Our biggest claim to date for a serving soldier is £19,418.88.

Don't delay, call us for free right now.

Reclafms UK

YOUR CLAIM IN THE SAFEST HANDS

0800 008 7241
www.reclaimsuk.co.uk

Your claim could be settled within weeks.



Reclaims UK recently
sponsored the Royal
Artillery Gold Cup
Day at Sandown
Park for the second
successive year.

( ( Reclaims UK North West Ltd helped me claim back successfully.

Bringing my PPI Claim to just over £16,000 with a first class service throughout,
I would recommend them to anyone wanting to make a claim ) )

Armed Forces hugely mis-sold Payment
Protection Insurance (PPI)

If you or your partner are in the Royal Navy, British
Army or Royal Air Force (Armed Forces) and have
taken out a credit agreement (car finance, credit cards,
loans or mortgages) in the last 10 years, then there is

a good chance you will have been mis-sold Payment
Protection Insurance (PPI) and being in the Armed
Forces means you could be entitled to thousands of
pounds in repayments and compensation. Armed
Forces in the UK are believed to be owed over £65
million in mis-sold PPI.

How are we helping the Armed Forces?
Since July 2011 Reclaims UK North West Ltd has
endeavoured to tailor a personal service to the Armed
Forces. Working tirelessly to claim back monies that
have been wrongfully and completely mis-sold
throughout the tri-services on a massive scale, it has
been our pleasure to help so many families claim back
life changing sums including £16,383.12 for Mr & Mrs
Broadist (22 Fd Hosp) whom this money has helped
through a relocation starting their new life in Canada.
The money has also helped Mr & Mrs Allen (39 Regt)
pay off all their debts, enjoy a wonderful family holiday
and buy a lovely new Audi A3 with the £13,445.41 we
were able to claim back for them. It is definitely worth
noting that both Mr & Mrs Allen and Mr & Mrs Broadist
were previously declined by their respective banks
when they tried to claim the money back themselves. It
was no easy task to reclaim the money but we did not
take no for an answer and if you feel you have a claim
we will do the same for you.

To make your claim contact us on:

Tel: 0800 008 7241 Email: info@reclaimsuk.co.uk

We were proud to continue our support for the Royal
Artillery Gold Cup Day again in February this year which
was another success in our bid to raise awareness of
mis-sold PPl throughout the Armed Forces.

Why use Reclaims UK?

Reclaims UK is a small family-run business that can
guarantee you will only ever speak to one person
throughout your claim. There is no waiting around
listening to annoying hold music and being passed
from pillar to post. You will also be given a direct
mobile number so that you can contact the personal
claims handler at any time. As we appreciate the busy
lifestyle of Service personnel we offer a 24-hour service
for anyone who is currently on tour.

Reclaims UK has visited several UK and Germany based
regiments in the last 12 months and our campaign to
raise awareness of mis-sold PPl and claim back money
for soldiers has been an ever growing success. If you
feel that you or someone you may know have paid PPI,
please get in touch today. You can call our freephone
number, email or fill out an online contact form. It's a
hassle-free process that can only benefit you. This is
the biggest financial scandal in history and we are
here to help.

Reclaims UK has helped claim back over £700,000
for British Armed Forces. There are still thousands
of personnel out there that do not know they have
PPl and could be entitled to thousands of pounds
in repayments and compensation. Call Reclaims UK
today to see if you have a claim.

Reclaims UK

YOUR CLAIM IN THE SAFEST HANDS



RITISH personnel are while under intense enemy fire,
B rightly celebrated those who proudly served in

for unrivalled levels Afghanistan between the spring
of bravery, courage and - and autumn of 2012 have been
determination and their efforts ~ praised in the latest round of

= 9 on Op Herrick 16 proved to be no  operational honours and awards.
"«'fc; “exception to the rule., On announcing the list ot*“
- Froma soldierwho‘s’ingle- _ ati :
: ~ handedly cleared anentire =~~~ Defence Secretary Philip %
~ compound of insurgents to a medic Hammond said: “In a changing
i - Wwhorushed to save colleagues  world the bravery and commitment
\
For personnel serving in Helmand province there
is nothing more reassuring than having the best
medical care available, should it be required. Those
charged with delivering this capabhility on the front
line take the role very seriously and risk and bravery
_ come with the job...
1\ a2
N, ?" W AS a 19-year-old soldier on her first It was a 360-degree ambush. After a
» '»*‘ operational tour, Pte Abbie Martin (RAMC)  couple of minutes I heard the fateful

found herself in one of the more active
areas of the insurgency while attached
to Queen’s Company, 1st Battalion,
Grenadier Guards.

Ona number of occasions she treated
traumatically-injured colleagues, often
putting the need to help patients ahead
of her own safety, and those actions have
seen her receive a Queen’s Commendation

for Valuable Service.
Pte Martin was
4 initially called into
action when a
guardsman was

words ‘man down’.

“I'just wanted to get to him and had
to be held back because the fire coming
our way was so intense. After about ten
minutes | made it and just focused on'my
job, doing everything | could before he
was evacuated.”

Pte Martin remained with the soldier
throughout the extraction and selflessly
exposed herself to enemy fire. Her
assessment and treatment of the casualty
were described as excellent.

She later treated personnel injured in a
grenade explosion, when her foresight in

> + shot in the chest. having pre-positioned medical equipment
Y Y k> T “It was my very -~ ensured they received immediate care.
Loy » {- ' . first operation,” On a third occasion, Pte Martin had to
‘4{ 147 @.‘; .~ she recalled. help those suffering with fragmentation
& b = “Suddenly, we wounds following a rocket-propelled

were under attack
from anywhere
between six

- and ten
=\ } _ ' positions.

grenade attack.

The Servicewoman said: “The bravery
of everyone else and the desire to help
kept me going. Every single soldier out
there is deserving of an award.”

~ security on operations abroador
~rescuing mountaineers and sailors |

7 » deserve our gratitude and respe
deserving decoration'fecipients, % 3 “I'hopé these awards go some
- way to underlining how much this
country values the efforts anw
sacrifices of our Armed Forces.”.

i M WALKING into a vicious insurgent

: ambush did not stop Army medic Cpl

i Daniel Rudge from delivering faultless

: care to four colleagues who were injured
¢ in a hail of enemy rounds.

: with the Afghan Uniform Police in the

i Pupalzay area of Lashkar Gah when the
: group suddenly came under fire from

¢ two positions.

: of the partnering unit was shot twice.

i Ignoring the threat of incoming bullets,

i Cpl Rudge remained with the casualty to
i give first aid throughout the 70-minute

i battle before starting an extraction.

targeted the patrol and forced them to

i through the long grass as he gave life-
; -saving first aid.

i you are pretty aware of the danger,” he
i said. “When my commander was hit

: the bullets landed two metres in front of
: me and ricocheted off the ground before
¢ striking him.

i establish what his injuries were. They

i were life-threatening-as the bullet had

: hit several internal organs before exiting
: his body.

full recovery, although | haven’t seen
¢ him since | handed him over to the
evacuation team.”

an Afghan stepped on an improvised
: explosive device resulting in three
: casualties, two of which were serious.

X A IEvery single
soldier out
there is
| cdeserving
[ of an award?

and personally treated the most injured |
i policeman, who had lost his right foot
i and an eye.

i Dispatches states: “His repeated

i acts of bravery, disregard for his own
i safety and skilful competence directly
i contributed to saving the lives of four
i men on the battlefield.”

| [ f y
“of our Servicemen and women _
remains unswerving. = " &

“Whether fighting for our

within the British Isles, they
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The 29-year-old was on a joint patrol

As the soldiers took cover a member

As they moved, a third enemy position

i cross open ground, where the company E
: commander was shot. (g
i The medic put himself in the firing line
i 1o offer immediate care and rounds cut . »

“When you are in that type of situation

“When it happened my priority was to

“Thankfully he went on to make a

The patrol was soon struck again as

Cpl Rudge took charge of the situation

His citation for a Mention in
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A DARING Reservist ignored the
threat of machine-gun fire and rocket-
propelled grenades to rescue a wounded
Afghan soldier who was shot during an
enemy ambush.

Capt Richard Oakes (4 Mercian) was
on his second Herrick tour when his
partnered patrol with the Afghan National
Army (ANA) came under attack.

As Taliban fighters targeted personnel
from four firing points one of the ANA
soldiers was hit.

The officer took decisive action and
moved his men across 200 metres o
of dangerous open ground to
reach the casualty.

Capt Oakes and the team
medic dashed forward in
plain sight of the enemy to
extract the soldier but
in doing so the latter
was hit.

Lying in the open
and in full view of
the insurgents,

the 38-year-

old —who served

as a Regular in Bosnia, —
Northern Ireland and /

Iraq — administered first t

aid to the medic before
organising an evacuation
from the area.

His actions have been rewarded with
the Military Cross.

The Serviceman'’s citation reads:
“His quick thinking, robust leadership,
conspicuous personal gallantry under
fire and tactical astuteness all
undoubtedly prevented further §
loss of life. 3

“Capt Oakes demonstrated
outstanding bravery,
selfless commitment
and determination
throughout.”

Capt Richard Oakes (Mercian) L
R
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One of the greatest
attributes of British
personnel is their
steadfast determination
to go to the aid of
colleagues who find
themselves in the most
perilous of situations.
These soldiers have
received the highest
accolades for the
extraordinary courage
shown when helping
their comrades...

Providing support: Tpr Elliot
Britton (KRH) on a foot patrol
in the Lashkar Gah region

of Helmand province during
Operation Herrick 16

Pictures: Cpl Paul Morrison, RLC; Cpl
Steve Blake, RLC and Cpl Andy Reddy, RLC

AN NCO who ran through enemy fire to
assist the injured crew of a vehicle hit by
a rocket-propelled grenade has received a
Mention in Dispatches.

Sgt Antony Holland, of The King’s Royal
Hussars, was leading a training and
advisory team for the Afghan National Army
when it, and 20 other soldiers in the patrol
under his command, came under attack.

For almost eight hours they were
subjected to sporadic gunfire before the
RPG struck one of the vehicles, deafening
the crew inside and peppering the
commander in shrapnel.

The personnel then came under attack
from three different angles and the senior
NCO’s own platform became stuck in a
ditch. Mindless of the risk, Sgt Holland
and a medic left the relative safety of their
position and ran 70 metres through enemy
fire to reach their injured comrades.

He said: “Through irrigation channels,
knee deep in mud with our kit on it felt like
250 metres.

“We could hear the gunfire cracking
above our heads.”

Insurgents’ rounds rained down around
him and the medic as they assessed the

B THE threat of being targeted by enemy
rounds failed to deter Sjt Lee Slater (Rifles)
in his bid to rescue an injured colleague who
had been shot in the leg.

The 31-year-old was leading a patrol in
the Bowri desert when personnel came
under fire as they spoke with a local farmer.

One soldier was struck in the leg and fell
to the ground, while his comrades dived
for cover. -

Sjt Slater organised his men and, as they
returned fire, he ran from safety to help his
wounded colleague.

He said: “| could see the rounds landing
within'50cm of him in clouds of dust. | knew
he had been hit and there wasn’t any time
to spare.

“It was adrenalin that took over. | wanted
to get him to safety because | knew if he
stayed where he was he might be hit again.”

In what was described as a “Herculean
effort”, the NCO dragged the casualty and
his 30kg of kit to cover 20 metres away.

r,
'

Sgt Antony Holland (KRH)

casualties. Sgt Holland then returned fire,
allowing his colleague to work.

“Just 15 inches away there were
splashes in the ground where the bullets
were striking,” he recalled.

“There was no cover, so | was leaning
over the medic and using him as a firing
platform so we could supress the enemy.”

Eventually they got the injured man to
safety but Sgt Holland then had to ensure
the stranded vehicle was guarded to stop
it falling into Taliban hands.

His citation states: “His composure and
bravery recovered an extremely dangerous
situation and almost certainly prevented
further casualties being inflicted.”

Despite coming under heavy and accurate
fire throughout the rescue, Sjt Slater’s
actions saved the man’s life and he has been
awarded a Mention in Dispatches.

He said: “I feel | was
only doing my job
—what any other
soldier would have
done for one of
their own.”

His citation reads:
“In the most hostile
circumstances he
demonstrated
immense
personal
courage
borne of a
remarkable
devotion to
his men.”




DISPLAYING the highest levels of
courage and leadership while under
immense danger has seen Pte Lewis
Murphy (Yorks) awarded the Queen’s
Commendation for Bravery.

On a mission to find four insurgents
who had abducted an Afghan police officer,
the soldier’s team found themselves in
horrendous terrain comprised of dense
vegetation, thick mud and poor visibility as
they crossed the Helmand River.

As night fell the enemy opened fire with
machine guns that were less than ten
metres away. In the hail of bullets one of the
soldiers suffered a serious gunshot wound
to the neck.

The platoon commander was then hit in
the leg and, although he was able to carry
on, it increased the pressure on his men.

As the casualty extraction began it was
obvious the first injury was critical and a
helicopter landing site was cleared.

However, a deep river running above
chest height lay in the way and, realising
that using a stretcher was not practical,
Pte Murphy made an instant and life-
threatening decision.

The 24-year-old removed his protective
equipment, put the stricken soldier on his
back and began to wade and swim across
the thick mud and water.

He said: “It was instinctive. | didn’t think
about the danger of it, | just thought if |
leave my equipment on I'll drown.”

The physical exertion of carrying his
comrade, who was still wearing kit totalling
more than 100kgs, was such that Pte
Murphy began to falter half-way across.

“I remember being so angry with

myself,” he recalled. “I
screamed out and thrashed
the water in a rage,
asking myself why |
couldn’tdo it.”
Inspired by his
selfless act of
humanity, others
rushed to assist and
the team managed to
get the casualty to the
helicopter.

Pte Lewis Murphy (Yorks)

M FOR LCpl Adam Jackson, thoughts of
personal safety were the last thing on
his mind as he ran through enemy fire to
rescue a wounded comrade.

The 22-year-old, of 1st Battalion, The
Royal Welsh, was part of a patrol that was
targeted by insurgents when it was no
more than 300 metres from its checkpoint
in Nahr-e Saraj.

A bullet struck one of the soldiers,
leaving him badly injured and unable to
move, and the enemy increased its rate of
attack using small arms and grenades.

As the multiple returned fire and used
smoke bombs to conceal their injured
colleague, LCpl Jackson sprinted across
an open road to usher a civilian to safety
before going to help his friend.

Despite the smoke, the insurgents
targeted the duo but the junior NCO began
the task of dragging the incapacitated
soldier — who weighed in excess of 130kg
with his body armour and equipment — out
of danger so first aid could be given.

LCpl Jackson has been awarded a
Mention in Dispatches for his actions.

M ACIVILIAN who moved to Spain in
search of employment and ended up joining
The Royal Gibraltar Regiment has been
awarded a Mention in Dispatches.

Pte Liam Downs was on his first
operational tour and attached to 1st
Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regiment when
he consistently put himself in harm’s way to
support his comrades under enemy fire.

During a mission to disrupt a notorious
Taliban safe haven, a hail of bullets from an
isolated compound targeted the 24-year-
old’s patrol.

Though sheltered, they had minutes
before the insurgents would out-flank them
and the only escape available was to cross
open ground.

Pte Downs volunteered to climb on to the
roof of the compound and provide covering
fire but he soon became the focus for
Taliban fighters.

Undeterred, he pressed on and his actions
allowed his platoon to traverse 200 metres
of terrain and reach safety before providing

confidence in
those around

LCpl Adam Jackson (R Welsh)

“This was my mate and my emotions
were driving me, it never occurred to me
that | was putting myself in danger,” he
explained. “The only way I can describe
why | did it is this; if it was someone in
your family who got hurt, you would go
out of your way to stop that happening and
help them.

“The only way | could do that was going
out there to get him.”

The junior NCO’s citation states: “LCpl
Jackson has demonstrated levels of
performance and commitment to which we
should all aspire.”

cover for a withdrawal.

The junior soldier said: “I got on to the
roof for a better viewing position and, with
a machine gun, | was able to overwhelm the
insurgents’ four positions.

“When | look back now it seems a
stupid thing to do but that’s the job and the
other gunners were doing the same as me
throughout the tour.”

Pte Downs again demonstrated his
selfless courage later in the deployment
when his patrol was targeted in a well-
coordinated insurgent attack.

Disregarding his own safety, he
positioned himself in the enemy’s sights
to draw their fire and his actions let his
multiple gain the upper hand.

His citation reads: “He
inspired confidence in
those around him,
invariably placing
himself in the most
danger to protect his
colleagues.”

him, invariably
placing himself

in the most
cdanger to

protect his
colleagues?”

Pte Liam Downs (RG)

Pictures: Cpl Paul Morrison, RLC and Cpl Steve Blake, RLC




WHAT'S THE VALUE OF

YOUR ARMED FORCES
PENSION?

In these changing times, you need to know
where you and your family stand and we’re
here to help protect your mterests.

FIGHTING FOR THE FORCES
AND THEIR FAMILIES

The Forces Pension Society is your
pension watchdog; independent and
not-for-profit.

We're here to help all ranks in all
Services receive the pension to which
you're entitled.

Your expert source of advice

When you join the Society, you’ll have access
to our Pension Helpline, staffed by the
acknowledged experts in Armed Forces Pension
Schemes. We deal with hundreds of queries
every month ranging from pensions on divorce,
redundancy, when to leave (and when not to),
pension troughs and the impact of the next
AFP Scheme.

The benefits of membership

Joining our fast-growing membership (now
approaching 44,000) means you'll be supporting
an organisation that campaigns for Armed
Forces Pensions to be among the best in the
public sector (we've been closely engaged in the
AFPS 2015 process). We also campaign against
unfairness in earlier schemes, notably widows’
loss of pension on re-marriage.
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You'll receive many benefits in addition to the
Pension Helpline access, including copies of our
bi-annual magazine, Pennant, e-newsletters and
a growing number of discounted services from
FPS Travel (offering discounts across all types

of travel) to Healthcare, Motoring, Legal and
Financial advice and much more.

Join online now and receive a free
Worldwide City Break voucher worth £100
Membership costs just £32 p.a.

(including your ——

spouse/partner) and H‘Wﬁm\
if you join us online @ Worldwide City Br®

we’ll send you a (g Lo £100.0C \
£100 City Break | i .
voucher (terms & | e
conditions apply). Lo
Just visit www.forcespensionsociety.org

quoting promo code SDR2013.
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JOIN US NOW AND PROTECT YOUR INTERESTS.

Forces Pension Society
68 South Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, London, SW8 1RL

A member of @CObSEO

Tel: 020 7820 9988 email: memsec@forpen.co.uk www.forcespensionsociety.org
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B WORKING in the face of extreme
danger, bomb disposal expert Sgt David
Acarnley risked his life to defuse a series
of IEDs in Afghanistan.

The 31-year-old, of 11 EOD Regiment,
Royal Logistic Corps, was called to the aid
of a Danish armoured vehicle after it hit a
roadside device.

A secondary
weapon had been
located at the
back door of the
platform, trapping
the crew inside,
and the Serviceman

i1 searched my
way towards
the casuaity
using the
cdetector and

the danger, I’'m too laid back really. |
searched my way towards the casualty
using the detector and visual signs. But
there is a different kind of pressure when
you know someone is injured.”

Just three months earlier he was tasked
with making safe 150kg of explosives
discovered concealed
in a culvert under
Highway 1, the
main route through
Afghanistan.

Although a robot
had disarmed the
device, its complex

was tasked with visuadl signs. components still
counterpenscoud.  BUE there's a TS

make their escape. different kind The only way Sgt
stal.ll'?griexzrr’kaasngfher of pressure ﬁ]c:r:ln‘lgsc&urlgllr1%:‘1't;h

soldier triggered
a third IED and
immediately hecame
a priority casualty.
Sgt Acarnley
switched tasks to clear a route to his
injured colleague so medics could reach
him and give life-saving first aid.
The NCO then returned to his original
objective of rescuing the stricken crew.
He said: “I never really thought about

when you
know someone
is injured?”

equipment and crawl
into the culvert.

Using a rope, he
steadily hauled all of
the explosives to a safe location.

The senior NCO’s citation for the
Queen’s Gallantry Medal states: “He has
time and again demonstrated unstinting
bravery in the face of multiple, complex
and imminent explosive threats.”

Bomb beaters

Improvised explosive devices continue to be
the scourge of coalition forces in Afghanistan

deadly threats...

and these British soldiers have heen highly
commended for their efforts to neutralise such

: W CODEBREAKER Pte Lewis Treloar (1

¢ R Anglian) has been awarded the MBE

i after his ability to reveal the whereabouts
i of enemy weapons stashes led to the

i discovery of at least 40 major stores

¢ during his tour.

The former builder volunteered for

i the role of lead IED searcher within his
¢ multiple and, having spent a month

¢ familiarising himself with the ground

i inthe eastern Kopak region, cracked

i the system of warning signs used by

i insurgents to highlight the location of
i hidden devices.

“I had a lot of experience from my

previous tour and | would think about
i where | might hide something,” the
23-year-old explained.

“Then, if we got a reading on the metal

detector, we would dig and we started
i finding weapons.”
some of his protective :

Pte Treloar quickly shared his insight

:with other units in the area and his efforts
: resulted in a dramatic increase in the rate
soldiers discovered IED stashes.

His citation reads: “This denial of lethal

aid to the enemy came at an important
i time and left the insurgents unable to
i re-establish themselves.”

The married father-of-two, who joined

the Army in 2009 and was on his second
i Herrick tour, was shocked to receive news
i of the award.

He said: “It’'s one of the biggest things

that’s ever happened to me and will ever
i happen to me.

“But the real reward is seeing these

weapons off the streets. | knew we were
: doing good out there and could see what
i we were achieving.”

Pictures: Cpl Paul Morrison, RLC and Cpl Steve Blake, RLC

ground, who were exceptlonal & explame
Maj Slaughter.
The officer’s award citation states: “His
. umque achievement has been to employ his
! ience and intellect lo resolve a seemingly




B REPEATED displays of exemplary gallantry in
the face of a tenacious enemy have earned Capt
Michael Dobbin (Gren Gds) the Military Cross.

The officer commanded the battlegroup’s
reconnaissance platoon and led his men to
victory over insurgent forces against the odds on
four occasions.

They were first called into action during an
ambush deep in Taliban territory, when the
formation suffered two casualties.

With the enemy attempting to thwart the
evacuation, Capt Dobbin launched an audacious
attack and drove his men forward in a'relentless
pursuit of their rivals, pushing them back more
than one kilometre until they were defeated.

Three days later, his platoon launched-an air
assault to neutralise a potent sniper team.

The soldiers faced heavy fire as they came in
to land but the 28-year-old led the charge across
200 metres of open ground.

After early success, the mission stalled when
two of his men were killed-.

In an attempt to restore the momentum,

Capt Dobbin threw'himself into an assault with
grenades and small arms while braving machine-
gun rounds from as close as five metres.

Two soldiers were injured but the mission
resulted in the routing of the sniper team.

A further firefight ensued when the platoon
faced four armed insurgents during an extraction
from an overnight ambush.

Aftera guardsman had been shot, the officer
charged forward and established a baseline that
drove the insurgents off.

/ A day later their temporary checkpoint was

/" | subjected to a fierce enemy assault and the
attackers came face-to-face with the commander
as they probed the front door.

He grabbed his kit and dashed after them and
with other soldiers following his lead they were
able to secure the perimeter and coordinate the

treatment of a wounded colleague.
“The insurgents had the
advantage of fighting on their
own turf and laying IEDs but the
morale was great within our
very tight group,” explained
Capt Dobbin.
“In combat, your brain
is going at a million miles
an hour and you are trying
to predict what the enemy
will do as well as assess the
position of your soldiers so it
is offensive and defensive. The
\ platoon’s performance was
2 AR ~ exceptional.”

capt Michael Dobbin (Gren Gds)
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B FACING a ferocious and determined
enemy inspired Gdsm Ratu Soko (WG) to
routinely disregard his own safety and help
turn firefights in his company’s favour.

The Fijian-born Serviceman was involved
in a mission to disrupt insurgent activity to
the south of Yakchal village, an area that was
considered to be a Taliban safe haven.

On the first day the
soldiers came under
attack while based
in a recently-taken
compound, receiving
highly-accurate
fire from multiple
locations.

On hearing the
extent of the assault,
Gdsm Soko placed
himself on a wall to
identify and suppress
the firing positions.

The contact lasted
for more than an hour and the soldier
expertly talked his comrades onto targets
throughout, giving them clear indications of
where the insurgents were.

His quick thinking minimised the
confusion and helped his commander

tocdo”¥

B A RESERVIST soldier proved to be the
perfect embodiment of the “one Army”
philosophy when he took command of a
patrol to fight off insurgent forces.

LCpl Chris Morton (2 R Irish) was
attached to 3rd Battalion, The Rifles as
part of a police advisory team in Nad-e Ali
when an improvised explosive device hit
the lead vehicle in his formation.

The 42-year-old moved to provide cover
before checking for casualties. He helped
the stricken crew, including the gunner
who had suffered a leg injury, before the
platoon commander was hit by what would
prove to be a fatal gunshot.

A further blow followed when the
second-in-command was also struck and,
with both officers incapacitated, LCpl
Morton took control.

Al was nervous
but the
cacdrenadlin
meant 1 kept
a clear head
cand did what
1 was trained

control the battle.

Two days later, the company was targeted
in a coordinated ambush and Gdsm Soko,
who was based on an exposed compound

roof, was the only hope of identifying enemy

firing points.

With sustained rounds targeting his
building he continued to search for and
engage the closest
Taliban locations
to reduce the
imminent threat to his
colleagues.

joined him on the
roof but was shot
in the head. Seeing
his friend had been
severely injured, he

to draw enemy fire

away from the stricken

soldier and allow an
extraction to be completed.
On receiving a Mention in Dispatches
he said: “| didn’t think about anything. My
training kicked in. | was nervous but the
adrenalin meant | kept a clear head and did
what | was trained to do.”

“We went out on patrol with 12 soldiers
but with three men injured and people
treating those that were wounded, as well
as having someone on the radio, it left me
effectively with five,” he explained.

“This was the worst situation we could
have found ourselves in. | was wondering
where this was going to end; could this
day get any worse?”

By stepping up to assume the role
of commander he rallied his men until
reinforcements arrived.

His citation for a Mention in Dispatches
reads: “LCpl Morton’s exemplary actions
on this day successfully regained control
of a potentially catastrophic
situation. Under fire and
leaderless, his gallantry saved
the day.”

Displaying a cool head under
pressure, the daring deeds

of the following soldiers
demonstrated the true fighting
spirit of the British Army during

Herrick 16...

A fellow guardsman

ignored his own safety

B THE exceptionally-gallant actions of
a quick-thinking Serviceman have been
rewarded with the Military Cross after he
risked his life to single-handedly take the
fight to the Taliban.

LCpl Lawrence Kayser (1 R Anglian)
was part of a platoon of soldiers who
were taken deep into enemy territory to
clear a notorious insurgent stronghold.

They became involved in a series of
deadly battles over the following ten days
that could have ended disastrously if it
had not been for the immense courage of
the 27-year-old.

The personnel waited for hours to
ambush a known Taliban route and as
dawn arrived a group of enemy fighters
positioned themselves, purely by chance,
beyond a wall in the compound just three
metres away.

A single insurgent rose above the
structure to find 20 soldiers beneath him
and a fierce firefight erupted.

LCpl Kayser realised his colleagues
were at risk and leapt from his ditch.
Sprinting round the wall, he engaged the
foe at close quarters.

He said: “I have done a few tours
before and have learnt a bit about enemy
tactics so | didn’t want him to get between
the lads and cause a nuisance. | decided
to move through a nearby doorway and
cut him off.

“l went through and, by fluke, the
insurgent came round an inner doorway
to the right of me at exactly the same
time. | fired from the hip and | knew I'd
hit him in the arm. He took cover and |
chased after him. | was angry and didn’t
want him getting away.”

As the soldier pursued the man a
grenade was thrown into the alleyway,
landing just metres from his feet. As he
sought cover he was struck on the arm by
shrapnel from the blast.

However, he pressed forward but the

enemy fled, allowing him to clear
the rest of the compound. It
was only when he returned to
base five hours later that he
discovered the extent of his
wounds.

His citation reads: “The
decisions LCpl Kayser made
that day were in the full
knowledge of the extreme

danger he would be exposed to.
“At any stage he could have
stopped or waited for support
but he knew with every second
the shock effect of his assault
would dissipate, placing
his comrades in
greater danger.”




evin Poneskis had a full
and busy career in the
yal Artillery and leftas a
Regimental Sergeant Major in 2011
financially free — never needing to
work again if he chose not to.

At age 20 as a young soldier, Kevin started
buying properties to rent out. He soon found that
the rent he received not only paid the mortgages
but put money into his pocket as well. It wasn’t
long before he was earning more from his
property portfolio than from his Army pay!

Financial security for you
and your family...

Kevin decided not to apply to extend his career
at the 22-year point and left the Army without
the need to get another job because of the
financial security he had created for himself and
his family through property investing.

In the past year alone, Kevin has more than
doubled his portfolio equity and income... proof
that there has never been a better time to buy
investment property!

It will take Kevin about 22 hours
to share his ideas with you...

Kevin is holding a series of FREE 2¥2 hour
seminars where he aims to show you why it is
that Armed Forces personnel across the rank
spectrum are ideally positioned to become
successful property investors. Why it is that
you should be making your own provisions for
the future and why property investing, if done
correctly, can give you the security and life
choices like no other passive income business.

As Kevin recently left the Army he is equally
qualified to show those due to leave the Armed
Forces and those who have already left how to
successfully invest in property.

Ever thought about investing in
property but didn’t know where
to stari...

Kevin became financially free by creating his
own property portfolio. You may not want to
create an extensive portfolio you may just want
one or two properties as a pension pot or to
safeguard against redundancy.

Whatever your thoughts about property
investing, Kevin will pass on to you some of his
experience as a property investor in the Armed
Forces so you can decide if property investing is
right for you...

Throughout his property investing career,
property prices in the UK have gone up and they
have gone down. But because Kevin knows the
right types of properties to buy he has thrived no
matter what the market conditions. This is just
one of the ideas Kevin will share with you at his
FREE 272 hour seminar.

You’ll learn...

« The property investing strategies Kevin uses
every day... and why now is a great time to
be investing in property.

= How to buy one rental property or ten... the
choice is yours and Kevin will show you how.

* Why it is that Armed Forces personnel are
ideally positioned to become successful
property investors.

= At the very least how to get the best deal
possible on purchasing your first family home.

It may be that you want to buy a rental property
now to earn an extra income and then move
into it yourself at a later date when you want

to settle down. Or it maybe that, like Kevin, you
want to create a large property portfolio and at
a future date turn it into your main income or
even a business. Whatever your thoughts about

PROPERTY INVESTING

FOR ARMED FORCES PERSONNEL

Former RSM Kevin Poneskis shows you the exact
money strategies he used to become financially
free while still serving in the Armed Forces.

property investing, please come along to Kevin's
free 2% hour seminar and why not bring along
your partner as they would also be more than
welcome!

Book your FREE ticket right
away... Admittance by ticket only.

A big demand for the events is anticipated
and as places are limited - please register
for your FREE ticket right away.

Plymouth - 4th June - The Copthorne Hotel
7pm - 9:30pm

Bristol - 5th June - The Aztec Hotel

7pm - 9:30pm

Andover - 6th June - Quality Hotel

7pm - 9:30pm

Tel hotline: 0844 443 3785
Quote ref: Soldier

Online: www.forcespropertyfamily.co.uk
Email: enquiries@fieldingfinancialfamily.com

When you arrive at Kevin's free 22 hour seminar
you will receive once again... ABSOLUTELY
FREE — an audio book called RICHES - The

7 Secrets of Wealth you were never told
with contributions from Gill Fielding, Duncan
Bannatyne, James Caan, T Harv Eker, Brian Tracy,
Michael Gerber, and many, many more.




B A YOUNG officer who led an assault
after being seriously wounded in a Taliban
ambush and the medic who saved his life
have been awarded the Military Cross.

Lt John Scarlett (Coldm Gds) was leading
his police advisory team on a visit to an
Afghan National Civil Police checkpoint in
Helmand’s Upper Gereshk Valley when the
attack happened.

Leaving members of the group with their
vehicles, he took the remainder of his men
to the base to wait for the local commander
to return.

But when the people he was due to meet
did not arrive the 26-year-old gathered his
soldiers into a patrol formation and began to
leave via the only exit —a confined corridor
leading to a pedestrian gate.

Lt Scarlett and his interpreter moved out

from the checkpoint and as they did so they
heard machine-gun fire coming from inside,
where four colleagues had been waiting to
depart the building.

Medic LCpl Stephen Shaw (RAMC)
crawled out to tell him an Afghan policeman
had shot at them and three soldiers were
severely wounded.

After ordering the remaining member of
his team to suppress the sangar position,
the officer ran into the compound to assist
his comrades.

However, he was struck in the leg and
body armour by enemy fire and the medic
raced inside to drag him clear and tend to
his injuries.

“I owe my life to LCpl Shaw, absolutely,”
Lt Scarlett declared. “I wasn’t coming out if
he hadn’t grabbed me.

“To come into the
killing area and pull
me clear showed
exceptional bravery.

He then used his skill to
stem the bleeding.”

LCpl Shaw said:
“Bullets were
pinging everywhere.
Once | pulled John
outside, | strapped
him up and asked if he
was ready to crack on and
he said yes.

“My main focus then was on
getting to the casualties inside but
it wasn’t possible initially. It is the
worst feeling having men down
and not being able to get to them.”

LCpl Stephen Shaw (RAMC)
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The partners who grieve,

The injured who suffer,

The families who struqggle,
The veterans who remember,

The aircrew who fly,

The children who wait,
The homeless who shiver,

The seamen who sail,
The unemployed who despair,

The soldiers who fight,
The disabled who strive,
The heroes who serve.

We help them all.

Shoulder to shoulder with all who Serve LECION

Call 08457 725 725 or visit britishlegion.org.uk




Pictures: Cpl Paul Morrison, RLC

A BRITISH soldier who prevented
tragedy by ordering a ceasefire when he
spotted insurgents using children as human
shields has received the MBE.

Maj Martin Hedley, of The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers, felt a bullet strike his
rucksack during the firefight but ordered his
men to stop shooting to protect the lives of
youngsters who were in the firing line.

The officer volunteered to serve in
Afghanistan with 3rd Battalion, The Rifles
and was commanding an eight-man team
that was three kilometres away from the
nearest UK support.

He then found himself leading an Afghan
company of more than 100 men that had
just seen its commander killed in battle.

A day after the tragedy he led some of the
home-grown soldiers into enemy territory
where they came across insurgents firing
from behind children.

Despite the danger he and his men were
in, Maj Hedley said it was a straightforward
decision to cease shooting.

He added: “We are well trained to fire
with the protection of the local population
in mind; this is key to achieving success
in Afghanistan. The benefits of targeting
an insurgent are outweighed by the risk of
wounding or killing a civilian.”

On six other occasions the officer and his
men were caught in ambushes and found
themselves under fire on almost every
patrol they undertook.

However, Maj Hedley was relentless in
leading his Afghan National Army (ANA)
soldiers back to the fight, often sprinting
across open ground alone and under fire to
inspire them into action.

His citation reads: “Maj Hedley kept the
Afghans going in the dark days after their
charismatic leader was killed in action; an
impressive feat for a non-Afghan officer and
a real testament to his sustained courage
and leadership.”

It added: “He alone made the pivotal
difference in persuading the ANA to
continue fighting during that crucial period.”

Operational Awards
cand Honours

Afghanistan

Victoria Cross:
LCpl James Thomas Duane ASHWORTH, Gren
Gds (killed in action).

Officer of the Order of the British Empire:

Lt Col James Maurice Hannan BOWDER, Gren
Gds; Lt Col Zachary Raymond STENNING, Yorks;
Lt Col Neil Bryan THORPE, REME; Lt Col Stephen
Nicholas WEBB, R Welsh.

Member of the Order of the British Empire:
A/Maj Paul David BLAGBROUGH, Para; Maj
Edward Richard Hugh COLVER, Yorks; Maj
Alexander Vaughan COOPER, Scots; Maj Martin
James lan HEDLEY, RRF; SSgt Jason William
McCONNELL, RLC; Lt Col Matthew QUARE, RE;
Maj Christopher Tom SARGENT, WG; Capt
Damian Robbie SLAUGHTER, RLC; Pte Lewis
James TRELOAR, R Anglian; Maj Adam Piers
WOLFE, R Anglian.

Distinguished Service Order:

Maj Piers Lyndon ASHFIELD, Gren Gds; Lt Col
Michael Patrick ASTON, R Anglian; Brig Douglas
McKenzie CHALMERS, late PWRR.

Conspicuous Gallantry Cross:
Lt Luke Timothy John MASON, Yorks.

Royal Red Cross:
Lt Col Andrea Jane LEWIS, QARANC.

Military Cross:

Cpl Robert BOSWELL, Para; Capt Michael Olaf
Chetwynd DOBBIN, Gren Gds; Cpl Alexander
William GUY, R Anglian (killed in action); LCpl
Lawrence Mark Craig KAYSER, R Anglian; Capt
Richard Alexander OAKES, Mercian (V); SSgt
Rory O’CONNOR, Para; Capt John Philip Henri
SCARLETT, Coldm Gds; LCpl Stephen Andrew
SHAW, RAMC; LSgt Markus STRYDOM, Gren
Gds.

Queen’s Gallantry Medal:
Sgt David Paul ACARNLEY, RLC; LCpl Geoffrey
John SALT, REME.

Mention in Dispatches:
Gdsm Danny Lee BENTLEY, Gren Gds;
Cpl Christopher Richard BROWN, KRH;
Gdsm James Robert CORNISH, Gren
Gds; Pte Liam DOWNS, RG; LSgt Ashley
John HENDY, Gren Gds; Sgt Antony
Craig HOLLAND, KRH; LCpl Adam James
JACKSON, R Welsh; Cpl Ashley David
KELLY, Rifles; Capt Jonathan William
MORTIMER HENDRY, Para; LCpl
Christopher MORTON, R
Irish (V); Gdsm Michael
Joseph OGDEN, Gren
Gds; LSgt Robert
Anthony POINTON,
Gren Gds; Pte

Shaun Darren

Leigh ROBERTS,

R Anglian; Sgt

Daniel Stephen
RUDGE, RAMC;

Sgt Ross SILVEY,

R Anglian; Sjt Lee
SLATER, Rifles;
Gdsm Thomas Jack
SLOCOMBE, WG;
LCpl David Edward
SMITH, Gren Gds; LBdr

Thomas Michael SMITH, RA; Gdsm Ratu Lemeki
Toutou SOKO, WG; Pte Emily Jane TOMKINS,
RAMC; Capt James Morgan WALTERS, R Anglian;
Sjt James Andrew WATSON, Rifles.

Queen’s Commendation for Bravery:

LCpl Simon David DENT, Gren Gds; Pte Lewis
John MURPHY, Yorks; Pte John Michael
RUSHTON, R Welsh.

Queen’s Commendation for Valuable Service:
Cpl Kyle ALEXANDERS, Int Corps; SSgt Gary
ANDERSON, AGC (SPS); Capt Benjamin Nigel
Harrison BARDSLEY, WG; Col John Henry
BOWRON, late Rifles; Maj Charles Michael
Barnard CARVER, R Welsh; A/Lt Col Andrew
David COX, Mercian; Maj Timothy James DALBY-
WELSH, LD; Lt Col Andrew Paul Longstone
DAWES, RA; Lt Berne Robert Wilson FLOWER, R
Anglian; WO1 Andrew John GAME, RAMC; Capt
Thomas Edward Frederick GARDNER, R Signals;
Sgt Paul Mitchell GREENWOOD, RA; Capt George
Henry HARPER, RE; Maj Edward Peter William
HAYWARD, RHG/D; Sgt Robert John HEATH,
WG; Lt Jonathan Nicholas KUME-DAVY, Yorks;
Maj Edwyn Nicholas LAUNDERS, WG; Lt Col
Glyn David Cledwyn LLEWELLYN, R Welsh; Lt
Col Neil LLEWELLYN, RLC; Capt Christopher
Michael Blake LOWER, Rifles; Pte Abbie Georgina
MARTIN, RAMC; W02 Anthony Vincent MILLS,
R Welsh; Cpl Edward Thomas O’BRIEN, Int
Corps; Lt Col Alexander Thomas Lindsay POTTS,
KRH; Maj Simon Philip PUXLEY, Int Corps; Lt
Col John Henry RIDGE, RE; Lt Thomas Barton
John SIMPSON, R Welsh; CSgt Richard Anthony
THOMAS, R Welsh; W02 David George TIDMAN,
RA; W02 Eric Joseph WHITEHOUSE, Yorks; Sgt
Antony Lawrence Arthur WILLS, RA.

Rest of the world

Officer of the Order of the British Empire:
Lt Col Timothy Peter JENKINS, PWRR (V).

Member of the Order of the British Empire:
W02 Neal Anthony HARRISON, Int Corps.

Queen’s Gallantry Medal:
W02 Malcolm Edward QUIGLEY, RLC.

Queen’s Commendation for Bravery:
A Sgt Nikki Anaeos DUNNE, Para; W02
& Paul MCCOMB, Para.

Queen’s Commendation for Valuable
Service:
Cpl Peter Donald DOLAMORE, Int
Corps (V); Pte Paul Robert KNAPP,
Para; Maj Nicholas Keith
LN SOLOMON, Para.

Inspirational: LCpl Adam
Jackson (R Welsh) has been
Mentioned in Dispatches
for rescuing an injured
colleague under fire
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Combat boot range
takes a big step

Report: Becky Clark

RITISH troops will soon be
, sporting the very latest
Forces footwear.

In the biggest overhaul to
combat boots since the 1980s, brown
models will start to hit quartermasters’
shelves within weeks.

Apart from the obvious change in
colour, the new styles will offer soldiers
unprecedented personal choice in both
fit and function. The kit will also feature
female-specific sizes for the first time.

Available in medium and wide fits
from sizes three to nine for ladies and
five to 15 for gents, the boots come
in five types according to the job the
wearer will be doing.

Each variety then has two different
models available so that personnel can
pick the one that suits them best.

Brought about by lessons learnt
from operations over the past ten
years, the new selection is designed for
a range of climates and duties, from
cold to hot weather and light patrolling
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to intensive combat.

The introduction of the updated kit
is part of the personal clothing system,
with the colour brown selected to
match the Army’s current multi-terrain
pattern uniforms.

All of the boots were subjected to
extensive trials involving some 3,500
Servicemen and women, with any
brands found to cause blisters within a
short time immediately discounted.

Maj Phil McGregor (RAPTC),
from the clothing team at Defence
Equipment and Support, said initial
feedback from those personnel
involved in testing the range had been
“very positive.”

“The latest combat boots will provide
troops with a greater choice, comfort
and utility for any future operational
geographical location wherever
they may be deployed, worldwide,”
explained the officer.

“What is most important is that the
user selects the boot based on the best
fit and not the brand name or style,”
he added. m

Picture: Cpl Mike O'Ngill, RLGx 7148

COLD WET WEATHER COMBAT
PATROL
(COMBAT COLD WET)

DESERT PATROL

DESERT COMBAT

USE: Both highly water-resistant,
these boots are primarily for intensive
combat, although they can also be
worn for lightweight patrolling.

TERRAIN: Field, track, road, rubble

and rock.

CLIMATE: Temperatures ranging
from -10 to 35 degrees Celsius in
combination with warm or cold
weather socks and general service
gaiters as required.

USE: Worn mainly where the combat
threat is medium to low and patrol pack
weight is light but if the threat level
increases they can also be used for
heavy combat for limited periods.

TERRAIN: Field, track, road, rubble
and rock.

CLIMATE: Temperatures ranging
from -10 to 35 degrees Celsius in
combination with warm or cold
weather socks and general service
gaiters as required.

USE: Primarily for cold and wet
environments, these highly water-
resistant boots will be worn by military
personnel deployed in the field on training
exercises and operations during the
winter months.

TERRAIN: Arctic and coastal areas, rough
off-road and moorland ground.

CLIMATE: Cold and wet conditions from
-19 to 20 degrees Celsius in conjunction
with cold weather socks and general
service or snow gaiters as required.

USE: Where the combat threat is medium
to low and patrol pack weight is light,
although if the threat level increases they
can also be used for heavy combat for
limited periods.

TERRAIN: Desert, sand, field, track, road,
rubble and rock.

CLIMATE: Temperatures ranging from
-10 to 45 degrees Celsius in combination
with either warm or cold weather socks
as required.

USE: Primarily for intensive combat roles,
although also for lightweight patrolling.

TERRAIN: Desert, sand, field, track, road,
rubble and rock.

CLIMATE: Temperatures ranging from -10
to 45 degrees Celsius in combination with
warm or cold weather socks as required.
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DEFENDER Leather
outer layer, fabric
lining
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fabric lining
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Leather outer layer,
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lining
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Gurkhas head down
on annual training mi

Report: Richard Long
Pictures: Steve Dock

HEN faced with

the prospect of

training overseas,

UK personnel can
normally expect to be testing their
skills and drills on the Canadian
prairies or the plains of Kenya.

However, when troops from B
Company, 2nd Battalion, The Royal
Gurkha Rifles recently ventured
from their base in Brunei they
found themselves in a totally
different environment.

Having travelled more than 3,000
miles from their Asian home, the
formation arrived in Australia for
a month-long package of serials
and live firing drills in the searing
outback heat.

Set within the Townsville training
area in northern Queensland,
Exercise Pacific Kukri gave the
riflemen an opportunity to train
at company level while working
with assets such as mortars and fire
support in a package that offered
a lot more than simply putting
rounds down the range.

“The reason we come here is for
the real estate, to move around as
a big unit,” Maj Grenville Chaganis,
officer commanding B Company,
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told Soldier as the training neared

its completion.

“In Brunei we are constrained
by how much we can do but this
exercise allows us to operate at a

higher level.

"Often when people run live
firing there are so many restrictions.

“Out here the guys have been
involved in an ongoing scenario
and have operated tactically

throughout.

“As soon as we
are on the area we
are committed. They
are living in that
mindset throughout
the whole package.

"When out on
patrols and missions
they can suddenly
find themselves
in an advance to
contact, an attack or
an ambush scenario.

“This is completely tactical and
they have got a lot more out of it
compared to being on the ranges.”

Around 180 soldiers were
involved in the exercise, which saw
them progress from live firing on an
individual basis to company level.

They had to battle challenging
terrain in various tasks and also
found themselves involved in a

peace support mission.

“This process was aimed at

mirroring operations within a
contemporary environment,” Maj
Chaganis explained.

“Normally training is geared

AWhen out on
patrols and
missions they
can suddenly '
find themselves
in an advance
to contact, an
attack or ambush/”

towards Afghanistan but ‘wanted

to steer away from that. /
“For example, there was no IED

threat and the guys were able to

move around as they would in .«

other theatres of -
operation, rather

_than performing . t,d% %

V'al'lon-'?'fs. .
“My main effort .~ .

was to get soldiers - :
conducting low- /
level inteé-ligénqe-
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gathering tasks - .
‘and living in a way
that we'have not
done before.
“Usually you go

Y
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to places where
people have been based for a
long time and you get everything
handed to you. | wanted troops to
get that information from nothing
in order for them to carry out
company strike operations.

“We were working out of a
forward operating base so they had
to get in to a routine and conduct
security patrols. >>
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Fire support: Soldiers from 2nd
Battalion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles
fire an 81mm illuminating mortar
during Exercise Pacific Kukri

in the Townsville training area,
Queensland, Australia
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>> “We were last in Afghanistan in
2010 and have carried out a lot of
jungle training since then.

“Most of my guys have done
nothing like this before.”

The exercise saw soldiers embroiled
in a scenario involving the fictitious
nations of Oceana and Duskia, with
the Gurkhas helping the formeriin
their mission to stop enemy;forces
reaching Townsville.

The differences compared with
Brunei were particularly evident in-a
gruelling 27-kilometre trek through
the bush, where the ruggediterrain
took hold.

Maj Chaganis said: “The ground
here is not nice; there are logs,
massive hills and rocks so going cross-
country is hard work but we have got
through it pretty much unscathed.

“On the advance party the
temperature was up to 40 degrees
Celsius. | did not think
we could do the exercise
in that heat. Luckily it
cooled off slightly. It is
still pretty hot but it is
manageable.

“In Brunei you are in
the jungle with a tree
canopy. Here, you are in
direct sunshine all day.”

Company 2iC Capt
Badri Rai told Soldier
the exercise had offered
excellent training opportunitiesand
he was delighted to see personnel
perform so well.

The troops learnt a number of new
skills during their time in Australia,
such as how to establish their own
forward operating base, and the
officer believes this will hold them in
good stead for the future.

He said: “The feedback from the
range team is that the boys have been
working very hard.

“\We have 20 new guys who
have joined us so it has been really
beneficial for us to be here.

“\We do not have as much land in
Brunei, so in terms of conventional
warfare training we cannot do all
that much.

“We haven't done any Op Herrick
drills. That phase is finishing in a
couple of years but the company
commander is very forward thinking

a1t is hard
work but
but there

doubt the
training is
incredible”

and we will be going somewhere else
in the future.

“That is why we are moving away
from Afghan-style training. So now,
if we deploy elsewhere, we will be
properly prepared.

“The guys are happy to be here and
they are working very hard.

"1f we look after the boys they will
do their job properly.”

While the exercise delivered clear
benefits for the company it also gave
supporting assets a chance to test
their skills in a new environment.

The mortar platoon was able to fire
a high concentration of rounds and
the Australian bush offered valuable
training for those involved.

“Firing on to ground where friendly
forces are deployed is a good test for
us,” said mortars OC, Capt Nick Gross.

"Compared to Brunei, this is a lot
more favourable. Salisbury Plain
is very easy but here
there are lots of trees,
which raised questions
regarding muzzle fire.
There is a lot to consider.

"There are 46 soldiers
in the platoon and 14 of
those are new to us. We
have brought them along
to beef up their learning.

“A'lot of my guys will
go to Warminster for
career courses and having
four.weeks in the field will help them
pick up7and.improve on'what they -
know already. = S - %

“One of the advantages of being .
overseasisthat people do'not get
called away for fatigues or sentry = A
duty. The whole landscape is'herg for - o
our taking. i :

.84 ™ ‘l‘}'. » . -
Itisihard work but thereis ng; A3 &

doubt the training isincredible.?; 4 % % (Y
While a trip to Australia may® ;J;ﬁﬂ s
‘conjure images of beautiful ** %

beaches and barbecues; it proved?
| to be anything but a holiday for the‘_ﬁﬁ%

personnel'of B Company. * %
The rugged outback formed the

ideal proving ground for the soldiers.

and offered a fresh approach to <

training asthe Army moves away R

from Afghanistan‘and towards the - »

challenges of the future. B 3
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Bush rangers: A Gurkha
soldier mans a defensive
position during Exercise
Pacific Kukri while fellow
personnel engage in the
serial’s final attack (helow)

e

:J'The CO says...

EXERCISE Pacific Kukri is an annual
tasking for a company from The
Royal Gurkha Rifles, who alternate
their training between Australia and
New Zealand.

Lt Col Fraser Rea, the outgoing
commanding officer of 2 RGR
(pictured below), joined personnel
for the closing stages of the serial
and spoke to Soldier about the
benefits of the package.

Ly | #M\We want them to prepare, deploy and
' operate overseas, sustain themselves
while they are here and then recover.

While in the country the target is to
get up to company level operations with
as much complexity as possible, working
with the Australians and support
weapons in a variety of scenarios from
different ends of the warfare spectrum.

The terrain is difficult and it is very hot,
which makes it a testing environment for
everyone involved.

There are a lot of benefits to working
in New Zealand and Australia.

They are our traditional allies and
there is an emerging importance in the
Asia Pacific region; it is one of the fastest
growing in the world.

There are a lot of potential global
flashpoints in the South China Seas and it
is extremely important on the economic
side that the Gurkha brand exerts UK

influence in the area.
Post-Afghanistan we
will be more involved in
defence diplomacy. This is a
great opportunity to go
somewhere new, deploy,
7 work in a climate we are not
U used to and come back.
I am hugely impressed with
what is going on here. Unless
you are going through
pre-deployment
training for
Afghanistan
you are
- unlikely to see
A= anything this
demanding in
terms of live
firing. 0N




Para Reservists live up
to regimental motto
as they prepare for
reaction force role

Troops tested: Pte John Rainey and
LCpl Neal Jones (4 Para) during
Exercise Black Jaguar at Warcop

training area in Cumbria




Report: Becky Clark
Pictures: Graeme Main

S the future under Army 2020 becomes
clearer for Regular units, plans to better
integrate the Reserves into the new-look
Force are continuing at pace.

This month, 40 soldiers from 4th Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment will begin a year-long stint
as part of the High Readiness Reserve (HRR).

A component of the Air Manoeuvre Task
Force, the vital role will see them placed on five
days’ notice to deploy anywhere in the world

; alongside Regular counterparts from 2 Para, the
p = = formation’s lead unit.
= L Soldierjoined the troops as they prepared for
the task during Exercise Black Jaguar at Warcop
training area in Cumbria.

"It's very exciting to be part of the reaction
force and be the only Reserve Infantry unit at this
high level of readiness,” said Maj Justin Tancrel,
training major for 4 Para.

“This is our internal validation exercise to
confirm our soldiers are ready to integrate with
2 Para and they'll then join them for further
training serials.

“The guys are really enthusiastic about the
new role and you can see that from their levels
of attendance.”

Covering live firing as well as section and
platoon attacks, the exercise provided a
comprehensive test of combat drills.

“Our motto, ‘utrinque paratus’, means ready
for anything so we're covering a broad range
of training objectives, including drills on heavy
machine guns and underslung grenade launchers
as well as medic and signals practice,” added
Maj Tancrel.

Sgt James Law of A Company explained
that the preparations represented a shift in focus

§ ' » for the unit.

% “We're pulling away from Afghanistan-type
training to conventional warfare,” said the
33-year-old.

& ; 3.4 . "It's great to get back to normal green
+ & * e U : Y 2% soldiering; all the bread and butter skills.”
. Vi : - With 12 years in 4 Para and two
= T TS - : Herrick tours behind him, the senior
S — e P S 2 - . NCO said the increasing role of
o - . s . et S N AP, S, the Reserves made it a good
. > = s ORISR time to join. >>

.
-
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@ FOR Ptes Cameron O’Brian and Mark
Cooper, two of the battalion’s most recent
recruits, joining 4 Para marked a new
chapter in their military careers.

Both had several years of full-time
service under their belts before signing up
as Reservists.

“I’d been out for three years but |
missed the camaraderie so | joined 4
Para last year,” explained Pte 0’Brian,
who swapped the Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers for a civilian job as
a high-voltage cable joiner.

“It’s different but I’d definitely
recommend it to anyone.

“In the Regular Army there’s a lot of
down time, but when you’re in the TA you
only have the weekends so everything is
planned and organised.

“You pack in all the training and then
you go home.”
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>> “We've already seen some of the
benefits to the battalion with things like
gym kit, equipment and getting a lot of good
exercises like this live firing one, which is at
the very top end of the scale.

"What other TA unit is going to have 50
calibres firing in while
they go through section
attacks? It doesn't really

£ The guys are

— I took all my leave last year to complete
courses. It's hard but it's what | enjoy doing.”

Although employers will be compensated
financially if members of their workforce
deploy, they won't receive money while these
personnel remain on standby.

Maj Tancrel described how
the unit was liaising with
bosses to gather support for

get any better.” o 17eofip  the new commitment.

Among those eagerly !‘Eally e"thus“st"" “By and large, the bigger
oricpsingthepopet,  ghout the new - cnispaeten
o enoyoperotors  rale and you Gan o does come vl o0

”Iihe ||-|R"R is : tr}c}eally see that from ?ﬁploygddat fshort no%c:]cetc_)ve,;
good role,” said the . e period of a year. That isn
26-year-old. theu‘ |eve|8 of lost on us,” he said.

We could deploy " . Our job is to persuade them
anywhere, any time. dtte"dam..e ’ it's worth it.

“We don't know what
we'll be doing so we're concentrating on
getting up to scratch.

“This is only my third weekend with the
company so | am looking forward to brushing
up on my infantry skills and getting back
into it.”

Pte Cameron O'Brian agreed that the
unpredictable nature of a quick response role
was part of its appeal.

"We've been told we'll be on the front line
if anything kicks off,” he said.

“No one knows what it will involve yet but
| think that makes it interesting.

"Being on standby for a year doesn’t worry
me because | see it as my job, not something
I just do as a hobby.”

Despite looking forward to the task, the
25-year-old admitted it would be a challenge
to balance training and potential deployments
with the demands of his civilian role.

“The company | work for is large and a
lot of the guys are ex-Army so they're good
about it, but my job takes me away a lot so it
can be a bit of a struggle.

"Any time | do get off | come to 4 Para

Former Royal Engineer Pte Cooper
(pictured right) took voluntary redundancy
in December and enlisted in the TA
straight away.

“I left because I felt like doing
something different but | wanted to keep
the connection with the Army,” he said.

“The combination of civilian and
military life suits me and as a part-time
job I’ve found it’s very flexible.

“It’s up to the individual, of course, and
those who leave might not want anything
more to do with the military but | would
definitely endorse it for those who wish to
maintain the link.

“I’d worked with the TA before and at
times there was a bit of a label attached
to Reservists but | haven’t seen that here.

“Everyone’s very professional and
there’s a positive mentality.

“The training is as good - if not better

“Employers will undoubtedly
get a soldier who is at the peak of their
fitness; someone whose infectious can-do
attitude will add considerable value to their
own organisation.

“If they can stand the gap for the duration
their soldier is away, the person they get
back will be sharper and more experienced
to manage responsibility and everyday
fast-balls.” M

JOIN 4 PARR

4th Battalion, The Parachute Regiment is
currently recruiting soldiers and officers. The
unit has a national footprint with bases in
and around London, Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Leeds, Liverpool and Newcastle.

@ If you are interested in joining visit
www.4para.co.uk or call one of the
following regional numbers: Scotland,

A Company, 01412 245628; London, B
Company, 0298 749 5694; North East and
North West, C Company, 0191 483 2201

in many respects — and
I’'ve learnt a lot about
infantry skills.”

Pte 0’Brian added:
“There’s a lot of banter
between the Regulars
and the TA but 4 Para is
an elite regiment so the
quality of soldiers
is high. They don’t
let you fall
behind.”
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BREN
A HEAVY barrel and extensive buffering

led to claims that the .303 calibre Bren was
too accurate for a machine gun, with insufficient
dispersal of rounds on targets. Otherwise, it was
superb and remained in service until the early 1990s
as the 7.62 Nato L4. The weapon is named after Brno in
Czechoslovakia where it was originally designed in the
1930s and the British state arms factory in Enfield.

VICKERS

THE British redesign of the Maxim

gun, improved and simplified for
wartime production. Stamped black steel
replaced shiny brass and Maxim’s ingenious
toggle-lock was flipped upside down to
make a more compact receiver. Originally
called Vickers-Maxim, it was renamed
Vickers after Maxim’s death.

FN MAG

THE unofficial Nato-standard
general-purpose machine

gun, originally designed and built by

FN Herstal in Belgium as the MAG 58

and developed at the same time as

the British L7. This has been in
continuous service since 1962,
surviving attempted replacement
at section level by the L86 Light

Support Weapon in the 1980s.

4THE standard Soviet GPMG

of the Cold War era, still in
widespread service and much prized by
insurgents in Afghanistan. In commaon
with other Russian designs, it is cheaper
to make and has lower maintenance
requirements than Nato equivalents.
Unlike most belt-fed machine guns which
rely upon rimless cartridges for a reliable
feed, the PKM successfully chambers the
old rimmed 7.62x54R round first fielded
in 1891 with the Mosin-Nagant rifle.

BROWNING
M2HB

INTRODUCED to US service

in 1933 and based on the M1918

original, John Browning’s .50 calibre

“Ma Deuce” is still in service around

the world, often in improved Heavy

Barrel form. British L111A1s also

fe quick-change barrel, now

adopted by the US in their

A2. This model will serve Nato for
des to come.

Pictures: Graeme Main and Steve Dock
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MG42

INFAMOUS due to its German service
during the Second World War, the
general-purpose MG42 and its 7.62 Nato
derivatives are still in use in Germany, Italy
and Pakistan. The original, chambered for
7.92x57mm Mauser, had an extremely high
rate of fire (1,200rpm) and an unusual roller-
locked mechanism.

ULTIMAX
BUILT in Singapore but created under the

supervision of Scottish-born expert Sandy
McCormack to a design by former Armalite employee
James Sullivan. This weapon was made around the
concept of low-felt recoil and can be fired using one
hand with its butt touching the firer’s nose. It has

not been widely adopted but remains technically

one of the best machine gun designs ever created. A
7.62x51mm version is currently in development.

AUTO
SELECTION

From historic models to the latest weapons,
experts from the National Firearms Centre list
the top ten machine guns of all time

MAXIM

THE first true machine gun,
# invented by naturalised
~ ; ; ' Briton Sir Hiram Maxim and the first
= to be adopted by the British Army in
1890. The military establishment
did not initially appreciate the value
of the weapon and it was issued
in small numbers to the Royal
Artillery on wheeled field carriages.
Maxim’s early prototype lacked a
trigger, featuring instead a fire-
based on its service designation and selector lever running from “safe”
the Russian for “sweetheart”, which through to“slow” rate of fire, and
gives an idea of the high regard in a maximum “fast” setting of 500
which it’s held by Russian troops. rounds per minute.

BROWNING Mk2
A CLASSIC American design adapted for British air service just before the Second

World War. Though the US itself opted for the Browning .50 to arm its fighter
aircraft, the British solution was initially to fit eight .303 Brownings to the Spitfire and Hurricane. Later
supplemented with a 20mm cannon, the Browning served right through the conflict.

THE Soviet 12.7x108mm
equivalent of the Browning .50

is designed to be set up on its
traversing/elevating tripod by one
man. Nicknamed the “Dushka”
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Representative fi na nCe*
Corsa SXi1.2i16vVVT 3dr

Free Insurance?
£1 69 PLUS 21-75 year olds

per month**

Offers end 1*' July 2013 so to find out more about our great Military Partners offers, simply visit: www.vauxhall-military.co.uk
and use the login: MILITARY. Call the Partners helpline on 0844 875 2448 or visit your nearest Vauxhall retailer.

mulitary partners
discounts for you and your family

www.partnersprogramme.co.uk VAUXHALL

LIFETIME =TF

WARRANTY 100,000 MILE

Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/100km) and CO, emissions (g/km).Corsa SXi 1.2i
16v VVT 3dr: Urban: 39.2(7.2), Extra-urban: 62.8 (4.5), Combined: 51.4 (5.5). CO; emissions: 129g/km.

*Available on selected models only, at participating Retailers. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/offers or contact your local Vauxhall Retailer for details. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply.
Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee / Indemnity may be required. Finance supplied by either Vauxhall Motor Finance RH115R or Vauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Offer will apply
to Vauxhall Associate Partners only. All other customers are excluded. Offer available on orders or registrations before 1 July 2013, **Corsa £2,303 customer deposit followed by 60 monthly payments
of £169, Corsa model shown includes metallic paint, optional at extra cost (£525). tFirst year insurance offer available on Corsa SXi models only. The offer will cover the full premium for drivers aged
between 21-75 (motor palicy only). Drivers must have held a valid full UK licence for a minimum of 1 year. Only available through Vauxhall Insurance. Policies are underwritten by Ageas Insurance Ltd.
Insurance offer available on orders or registrations before 1 July 2013. Other insurance specific terms and conditions apply. Vauxhall Partners includes all employees and pensioners of nominated
companies and their ted eligible relatives. Vauxhall Partners discount is in addition to all other retail offers. and is applicable to the vehicle, factory fitted options, number plates and delivery. Wea
reserve the right to change or withdraw any aspect of the Vauxhall Partners Programme without prior notice. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000
mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. Correct at time of going to press 18/04/2013.

You are entitled to claim compensation
for injuries sustained whilst in Operational
Theatres, in Training or at any time.

Harris Fowler has a specialist Military Injury
team who are dedicated to helping
soldiers rebuild their lives.

s future

CALL FREE or VISIT us online
() 0800 132 965 (®)harrisfowler.co.uk

[EE

Harris Fowler

—— THE PERSONAL INJURY SOLICITOR —

Haris Fowler is a rading name of Harrs Fowler L1, authorised and reguiated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority No, 558271 You’ve got nothing to lose and perhaps a lot to gain
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YOUR letters provide an insight into the issues at the top of soldiers’ agendas . . . but please be brief. Emails
(mail@soldiermagazine.co.uk) must include your name and location (although we won’t publish them if you
ask us not to). We reserve the right to accept or reject letters, and to edit for length, clarity or style. Before

you write to us with a problem, you should first have tried to get an answer via your own chain of command.

TALKBACK

Last place in the medal race

the Imperial Service Medal after 25

years’ service and Regulars for the
Meritorious Service decoration after 20 if
they are a holder of the Long Service and
Good Conduct honour.

Non-Regular permanent staff (NRPS)
cannot qualify for either as they are not
civilian or Regular — nor are they eligible
for the Queen’s Volunteer Reserves Medal
(QVRM) even if the holder of the Volunteer
Reserves Service Medal (VRSM).

Once again, it seems that NRPS are being
treated unfairly, verging on discrimination,
in regard to honours and awards.

Given that these staff are a critical
element in the life cycle of TA units, it
seems their service is undervalued.

As | am approaching retirement after 30
years of NRPS service, my commitment will
be recognised by the award of the VRSM
—and only then because of a rule change
in 1997 that allowed us to qualify as we
previously had not.

It is also worth noting that NRPS are
eligible for the VRSM at 15 years compared
to ten years for their TA counterparts.

C IVIL servants can be considered for

KOREAN COMEBACK

M IN response to last month’s letter on
the Korean Medal, | wish to point out that
as with many principles, there have been
occasions when exceptions have been
considered advantageous.

Authorisation for British and
Commonwealth Forces personnel who had
served in Korea to wear both the British
Korean Medal and the UN Korean Medal
was given because the government at the
time wished to demonstrate the strongest
support to the newly-created United
Nations for its leadership of the military
campaign on the Korean Peninsular. — Brig
Matthew Lowe, D Pers Ops.

Slice of Service life

This month’s ruminations from the ranks...

Uniform unease
Medal moans

Army 2020

April Fool
Talkback fury
tittle tattle

Surely as a matter of equality we should
be entitled to one of the additional awards,
be it the Meritorious Service Medal,
Imperial Service Medal or the QVRM? —
Name and address supplied.

Brig Matthew Lowe, D Pers Ops, replies:
There are only 13 QVRMs awarded across
the entire military each year. The honour
is limited to members of the Reserves due
to different terms and conditions.

Reserves are liable to be called up
for active duty at any time. NRPS are,
in general, full-time employees with no
liability outside terms of their contract.

Non-managerial members of the civil
service qualify for the Imperial Service
Medal on retirement after at least 25
years but were ineligible to receive the
Queen’s Jubilee Medals.

On retirement after 30 years’ service
since 1997, an NRPS individual can be
awarded the VRSM with two clasps as
well as two Jubilee Medals.

Exemplary service can also be
recognised by the honours detailed in
LFS0 3100 and award of the MBE.

PROMOTION PROBLEM

W MAJ Jim Hawkins is right to point
out the importance of retaining the
trained manpower of those leaving
the colours (Talkback, March).

Col Lyanne Maclean’s response,
however, carries the risk of
demoralising those already serving
in the TA where promotion depends
not only on time and qualification but
the random occurrence of vacancies
against unit establishments.

Those already serving in that
force will see their prospects of
advancement harmed by the arrival of
ex-Regulars retaining their rank.

At the same time, for those Service
personnel to keep existing rates of
pay while Reserves are at the lowest
point on the incremental scale, and
for them to enjoy a smaller training
requirement and lower call-out
liability for a similar bounty, would be
equally divisive.

Possibly the solution would be to
organise them into a separate body,
from which they could be mobilised
when needed. — Tony Heathcote, late
RPC Volunteers.

Booze rules confused?

WHILE watching the Six Nations match

at the Millennium Stadium in March, BBC

cameras cut to a shot of a group of Royal

Welsh soldiers in multi-terrain pattern

fatigues consuming alcohol in the stands.
Correct me if | am wrong, but when

| deployed on Op Olympics we were

not allowed to drink in a public place in

uniform. Has the policy changed since

then? — Maj S Stanley, Scots.

Brig John Donnelly, DPS(A), replies: It
is a measure of the nation’s
current affection for

its Armed Forces that
organisers of sporting and
other public events are

happy to provide tickets

for troops and encourage
them to attend in uniform.

However, these soldiers
are for all intents and
purposes off duty.

This is different from the
Olympic Games, when the
Ministry of Defence provided
troops to serve on duty with
responsibility for public safety
and security measures.

Although Servicemen were
not continually employed

on such tasks, to avoid any confusion by
civilians special orders were issued to
prohibit the consumption of alcohol in
public whilst wearing uniform.
In normal circumstances the situation
requires judgement and good leadership.
Queen’s Regulations, paragraph 26
of annex B to chapter 3, contains the
following guidance: “Excessive alcohol
consumption is not to be tolerated;
drunkenness is a military offence.
“Commanders are to ensure that
social functions take place in
a controlled environment,
where alcohol is consumed
. responsibly and that there is
~no degeneration into excessive
drinking.
“They must also set an
example through their own
moderation.”
We do not tolerate public
drunkenness - in or out of
uniform — but nor should we be
shy about showing the Army to
be a place where young men and
women can have fun and enjoy
alcohol in a responsible manner.

That includes having a drink
whilst supporting their country
playing rugby.
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When his country needed him,
Martin was there.

The Royal Star & Garter Homes is a charity that provides brilliant care to disabled
members of the nation’s military family with high care needs.

We are there for people like Martin, who served in the Border Regiment. Martin is
now almost completely paralysed from the waist down.

We enable him to be as independent as possible and live life to the full.
As a charity, we do not receive any direct government funding and rely on the

generosity of our supporters to fund the high level of specialist care that we
provide.

You can show your appreciation for Martin and others like him, by making a
donation to The Royal Star & Garter Homes today.

Call 0845 370 7500 or email donations@starandgarter.org
or visit www.starandgarter.org

¥ The Royal Star
w & Garter Homes

] Caring for the nation’s military family since 1916

\ Registered Charity No 210119

\ \/g!l‘&.'«'iﬂ‘\ confidence

PTSD
Deafness/Tinnitus

On Duty Injuries
Faulty/Defective Equip
Divorce/Separation
Children - Access/Custc

Get thejustice youdeserve...

Military
Lawyers4u.com

(8 can 01274 727 190

or Text ‘soldier’'to 60777
or email soldier@militarylawyers4U.com

Vintry House, 18-24 Piccadilly, Bradford. BD1 3LS.
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‘Halt to housing scheme hurs retention’

Armed Forces home ownership scheme

as it is a great opportunity for Service
personnel to afford houses that may
otherwise be beyond their means.

There has been a high level of interest in
the programme, so much so that the limited
funding the MoD provided was exhausted
in August with the remainder of applicants
placed on a waiting list.

| have just been informed that the
department has decided the scheme will be
ended in 12 months’ time. But why?

The programme not only saves military
personnel a significant amount in interest
payments but gives the MoD a potentially
significant return on their investment by
purchasing a percentage of the property.

At a time when Service accommodation is
increasing in price and there is an apparent
plethora of support for troops to buy their
own property, we can once again see that
this is not mirrored by the powers that be.

If we can’t look after our guys, how can
we expect housing firms to do the same?

| understand that there are new-buy
schemes available but these aren’t always
feasible or attractive.

We are now ending something that has
been a resounding success for only a short-
term gain.

At a time of financial uncertainty, yet
another of the Army incentives has been
taken away.

The puzzle of poor soldier and officer
retention is not that difficult to solve when
faced with such ludicrous decisions. — Capt
S Clarke, 2 Para.

| HAVE been keeping a keen eye on the

Nikki Burgess, Pers Trg, Future
Accommodation New Employment Model,
responds: The pilot study launched in
January 2010 to increase the choice of

affordable home ownership opportunities
for Service personnel is due to end in
March 2014 and it is unlikely that it will be
extended in its current form.

The benefits of an MoD-specific package
are now limited, due in part to the success
of the programme in opening up other
HomeBuy schemes to the Armed Forces.

When the initiative was launched most
others were not open to or practical for
serving members of the military.

However, through the development of
this pilot HomeBuy and FirstBuy now treat
Armed Forces personnel as a priority
group and offer more flexibility — for
example, by allowing properties to be sub-
let if the owner is deployed.

Because of this fact, more than two-
and-a-half times as many Servicemen and
women have bought through FirstBuy as
through the Armed Forces scheme in the
past two years.

TALKBACK

Applications for HomeBuy have also
been high, although completion figures
aren’t yet available.

In addition, the chancellor has
announced new HomeBuy schemes
offering greatly increased equity amounts
and removing the income limits which
previously applied.

The Ministry of Defence will continue
to support property purchase by members
of the Armed Forces. For example, the
long service advance of pay programme
remains in place.

Under the new employment model
options for a new home purchase incentive
are currently being considered — including
further equity share arrangements.

It is too early to say what shape
the offer will take. However, military
personnel will be consulted on the options
to ensure that what comes next is both
appealing and practical.

Daily food charge leaves sour taste

WITH the inception of pay as you dine
(PAYD) imminent across the board, why
are personnel within non-converted mess
facilities still paying the full
daily food charge
and having to

sign chits for
every meal rather
than paying the
increment per meal
signed for?

Under the
current system |
must submit leave
through JPA for
every weekend period
in order to have these
costs excluded.

However, my
colleagues and |
frequently work
through lunch periods

and purchase food from the barracks’
Londis store, thereby paying twice for every
lunch with no facility to reclaim the costs.
As mess accountants
check every chit
for audit purposes,
it would seem an
obvious solution
to eliminate the
salary-deducted
daily food charge
altogether and pay
the same amounts
through mess bills
for chits written at
the normal rates of
entitlement.
This system has
been successfully
demonstrated by the
other two Services for a
number of years during

the PAYD transition period. — Name and
address supplied.

Brig John Donnelly, DPS(A), replies: It
has to bhe accepted that the introduction of
PAYD requires a transitional period.

Units which are at the end of
implementation will retain the old system
until full PAYD is introduced.

Several transitional arrangements were
considered but changes site-hy-site was
the selected option.

Full implementation across all Army
units is now linked to the future catering,
retail and leisure development (Project
Hestia), a responsibility of the Defence
Infrastructure Organisation.

| note your comment about working
through lunch periods. In accordance with
JSP 752, if there is a Service need you are
entitled to reimbursement of the daily food
charge (see chapter three).
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Lack of financial training doesn't stack up’

full-time Reserve and Regular service |
am looking to leave the Army.
| have little interest in working in the
private sector and have been applying for
upper-middle management jobs in the
public sector, including the civil service.
What has struck me is the level of
financial control and planning that is

AFTER more than ten years’ Reserve,

expected in all these posts. J—

If this is indicative
of the wider job
market, the Army is
doing our officers,
warrant officers and
senior NCOs a real
disservice.

In a number of
assessments | have
scored highly in people
and project management,
but poorly in financial planning.

This is not because | am innumerate but
because | lack the necessary experience of
overseeing budgets.

In a recent discussion with a civil service
manager it was pointed out that it is not
uncommon for financial delegations worth
tens of thousands of pounds to be made to
relatively junior civilian staff (D or C2 grades
in Ministry of Defence parlance).

Bust-up over bhiggest battles

| AM writing with reference to your March
article on Britain’s 20 greatest battles.

| feel the Battle for Cimic House, Iraqg, in
2004 should have featured.

The conflict lasted for the duration of
the six-month tour but fighting reached a
peak between August 5 and 28, when the
intensity was such that armoured convoys
were unable to reach the base to resupply
the British.

However, none of the waves of infantry
attacks by the Mahdi Army got within 30
metres of UK lines.

CO Maj Justin Featherstone was given
permission to withdraw if he felt events

A senior captain or major would never
have that much monetary freedom — except,
perhaps, on operations.

| am an adjutant and my CO doesn’t have
that much discretion over his own budget.

Whilst financial controls and probity are
essential in any organisation, why does
the Armed Forces (and the wider MoD)

not empower our more junior
commanders with
responsibility in this
area instead?
It strikes me
that behind every
budget holder there is a
small army from the civil
secretariat or J8 to tell
him or her what they can
= and cannot do.
il Surely in times of
tightened resources we would
be better served by training our
commanders to properly manage their own
budgets and slimming the J8 “tail” to that
required to support the audit, control and
advice function, rather than holding the
purse strings entirely?

This would create an efficiency for
defence, but also up-skill our people and
prepare them for life after the Service. —
Name and address supplied.

e

U sif

required it but he refused to have his men
leave their posts.

Efforts to repulse the enemy have been
described as “the longest continuous action
fought by the Army since the Korean War”.

It was also the lengthiest defensive stand
since the Second World War.

At the end of the siege our casualties
were six seriously injured soldiers and one

fatality — my good friend Pte Chris Rayment.

However, on the opposing side the
casualties were significantly higher,
estimated to be at least 200 dead and
leaving a seriously depleted force in Al
Amarah (pictured above) that was incapable

LIGHT-BULB MOMENT

Maj Alex Ward, SO2 Officers, Directorate
Training (Army), responds: Currently,
budgetary training is only provided
to those who need it for their future
assignment in a specific role that requires
such knowledge to fulfil it.

There is very little generic teaching
delivered at the moment as this is not yet
deemed a training requirement for all.

SORRY I'M LATE!
I'M EX-ARMY AND |
DION'T BUDEET FOR
THE BUS FARE! .

of attacking the British in large numbers for
the remainder of the coalition’s presence.

This conflict is close to my heart having
served in the region during this period. —
Sgt Richard Moore.

M AFTER almost 22 years of service | have finally come up with a cunning plan -
one so cunning it’s worthy of a knighthood.

This idea would either save the Army money or make for more motivated
Servicemen and women, albeit financially.

Like it or not there is a percentage of troops who do not pass their Military Annual
Training Test (MATT) 2 and other unit-level required MATTs.

Whether they are then put onto remedial training or downgraded at a later date is
by the by at this point.

My cunning plan would be to award the X factor payment based on satisfactory
completion of MATT 2.

Surely this would motivate people and make for a fitter, healthier Force?

If a soldier has a medical condition then that is a different matter, of course. — Cpl
Baldrick, Blandford Garrison.
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Yardstick jape: The prospect of a ‘soaring skills’ initiative for MPGS personnel — Soldier’s fictitious

rival to The Parachute Regiment’s selection process (pictured) — failed to amuse some of our readers

Taking the P Company

article in the April edition “Security staff

get ahead of the game”.

P Company has always been the yardstick
for parachute course selection.

If the “soaring skills” initiative is as tough
or tougher, which | very much doubt, then
why not have paratroopers do this instead
of P Company?

For years certain parties have been
attempting to do away with this selection
process to make access to The Parachute
Regiment and support arms easier.

We could very well end up like the US
82nd Airborne Division, where there is no
vetting system other than the parachute
course itself and there are male and female
soldiers who would not have a hope of
passing P Company.

I HAVE just read with disbelief your news

As for being costly to send personnel to
Catterick, who does Maj Stanley Longdon
think he is kidding?

Catterick is in Yorkshire not Ulan Bator.
No, this is the thin end of the proverbial
wedge and | guarantee Servicemen arriving
via this initiative will be greatly resented by
members of The Parachute Regiment. —

Mike Brownridge.

M | AM aware that “Security staff get ahead
of the game” was an April Fool’s Day joke
but I and a number of my colleagues have
taken offence to this article.

We are all serving members of the
Military Provost Guard Service and have a
vast wealth of knowledge and experience
among us.

Most of the unit’s personnel are former

Messy affair for living-in members

WHY do the Army’s living-in members pay
double the mess subscriptions of their
married counterparts?

| have asked numerous regimental
sergeant majors for an answer, always
receiving the same feedback that “it’s in the
Queen’s Regs”.

Since pay as you dine (PAYD) was
introduced, every member of the mess has
had the option to eat within the cookhouse
at the same price as living-in members,
therefore we are all equal.

Cleaning is under a service contract, as
are white goods, and therefore | can see no
justification for this extra fund.

Although only about £6 more per month,
| am writing on principle as nobody can
seem to explain where this money goes.

Living-in members are being
discriminated against and this feeling will
remain until | receive a credible answer.

This may seem trivial but many troops |
have spoken to feel the same. — Name and
address supplied.

Brig John Donnelly, DPS(A), replies:
Subscription rates are linked to occupancy
rather than messing or food eaten and the
term dining-in needs updating to living-in:
there is no link to PAYD.

The solution to this question lies with
your unit and not Army policy.

Speak to your mess presiding member
or committee but in principle it is
appropriate that living-in members pay
more to reflect the services available.

Whilst all messes are available to
livers-out it is not their weekly residence
and by extension they do not have the
same daily access to facilities.

One solution you could propose at the
next mess meeting is the introduction of a
livers-out charge equivalent to 50 per cent
of mess subscription for livers-in.

This would result in equal amounts
being paid into the general purpose
fund by all members (if you consider the
current subscription level does not match
the increased availability of facilities).

TALKBACK

senior ranks from across the three Services
having served 20 years and upwards, which
makes us very diverse and capable of any
task or situation we encounter.

We have soldiers who have been on
operations including Granby, Northern
Ireland, Bosnia, Kosovo, Telic and Herrick to
name but a few.

So we have proved ourselves in real life
challenging combat scenarios.

Why we would even want to be part of
the airborne units is beyond me as | see
them as redundant to what we require as an
Army, being an ex-Infantry soldier myself
and seeing my old regiment amalgamated
with others.

The MPGS do posses a high range of
skills and capabilities and we are certainly
not just a bunch of old farts who check IDs.

We find this article highly insulting
towards us as a unit; this may not be a view
shared by the whole MPGS but certainly by
myself and colleagues at our site.

Maybe if you took the time to visit and do
a proper article about us you may discover
all of the above.

As with all units, | appreciate there are a
few individuals out there who will probably
give out the wrong impression about the
MPGS. — Pte Hiram Dunn, MPGS.

The editor, taking care to avoid eye
contact with the guards outside Ordnance
Barracks, responds: Rest assured that it
was not our intention to offend with our
annual April Fool’s Day prank.

It is the experience of the Soldierteam
that our readers are usually more than
willing to take a joke in this respect.

In reality, we are all too aware of the
valuable contribution made by members of
the MPGS.

This is evidenced by a number of recent
features focusing on the varied duties of
the Service’s armed security specialists.

MOVE RULES CONFUSE

W HOW come you must be in your last
two years to get your final tour of duty
allowance? | have purchased my own
house back in the UK because | am coming
to the end of my service and want my kids
and wife to have stability.

| was originally told | might be able to get
this move at public expense if | was to sign
a waiver stating that | wouldn’t claim from
the Army again for removals concerning my
family but | have now discovered that this
is not true.

If | am entitled to the move, | don’t
understand why | can’t just have it and sign
a waiver. — Gpl Michael Hulme, 3 Mercian.

Brig John Donnelly, DPS(A), replies:
Although there is no provision to fund

the final tour of duty allowance for all
members of the British Army, any soldier
making a qualifying move could be
entitled to disturbance allowance and
movement of personnel effects if they
elect to relocate into a privately-owned or
rented property.
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Now recruiting Yeoman Warders for
Historic Royal Palaces - HM Tower of London

A career in modern heritage tourism for
forward thinking, people focussed individuals
who are excellent communicators and have an
inherent sense of fun reflecting modern Britain.

To find out more and apply visit our website
www.hrp.org.uk

BOARDING SCHOOL Email: info@QE.org Daily Telegraph and The Times rank our College as
Girls & Boys for a copy of our free 7th most academically successful co-ed day and
5 to 20 years prospectus and DVD boarding school in the UK and our Faculty as 30th!

We understand the needs of service families with staff who are married to serving members of the Forces with years of
experience in ensuring our 200+ Forces children settle well, are confident and highly successful. Our boarding facilities
are the best in Europe. Every bedroom has its own private shower and toilet plus telephone, voice mail, large plasma
TVIDVD player with gaming port (on timer), a Sony PS3, and hot drinks facilities. House staff are friendly and caring.

We take a wide ability range yet our Academic Results put our College 7th out of 118 independent schools. Successful
CCF unit. Huge range of sports + £6m new Sports Centre, new 100 station £1m gymnasium health club + music and
drama. 98% of A-Level students go on to the best Universities. The majority of College students go to the prestigious
Russell Group / 1994 Group / City Universities. Easy to get to by road, rail and air. We work hard, we play hard. Top of
the line academic facilities and resources with an amazing range of out of hours activities. One new pupil described our
Estate as “Imagine Hogwarts meets American Campus”. Dedicated, professional, friendly and helpful staff go the
“extra mile” to ensure your child is happy and doing well. Forces families from all over the UK, not just the North.

QUEEN ETHELBURGA'’S COLLEGE | 4 Schools -1 Campus [ LIHAR] R0

Thorpe Underwood, York. YO26 9SS. Tel: 01423 333330 | All ages - All abilities BRI ETHITI{]GLe] org

“Your prospectus was a “Our son read your prospectus. “Great prospectus and at last “Thanks for sending your
pleasing change over the Wonders will never cease. one, in fact the only one, we prospectus with details of your
usual. We loved your section He soon found the piece about  really believe. My wife said you  Forces Discounts. We have not
on boarding - truthful and all the things you put in a ‘hit the nail on the head’ found any independent school
level-headed comes to mind. boarding bedroom includinga  and address the issues that which can match you.

It gave us reassurance.” PS3, now he is all smiles!” matter to parents and children.” You say it for real. We loved it.”

Your contribution per child, per term, is only £795 ~ plus Childcare Vouchers accepted! We aim to increase in future in
line with % Forces pay increases. This now means we rank as one of the most competitively priced schools for Forces in
the UK and you get a school that is increasing in size, has spent £50m on improvement upgrades, where the Academic
results are brilliant and where children are happy, confident and successful. We have 750 boarders and 325 day pupils.
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-, Views from the coalface

AT the risk of raking over old coals,
| wish to return to the fraught issue
of the Afghanistan Nato medal
(Talkback, March).

. The UK needs to move on and

| stop clinging to a mythical and, dare

| say, self-delusionary moral high
ground with regard to decorations.

We are perhaps one of the very

. few nations, if not the only one,
="~ Wwhich denies its troops the right to
a» wear the Nato medal.

| am not suggesting we go as far
as some countries and grant awards
for feats such as passing the annual
combat marksmanship test but we
need to amend our rules to account
for the wider consensus.

Policy is not handed down on
tablets of stone and should seek to
reflect, not dictate, attitudes.

If it is not capable of adapting it
is poor and not worth a fig — we are
debating rules set out in 1919, for
goodness’ sake!

Should anyone wish to respond
to my letter, please do not repeat the

following: “One of the key principles
laid down by the committee on the
grant of honours, decorations and
medals is that permission will not

be given for UK citizens to accept a
foreign award if they have received,

or are expected to receive, a UK

award for the same service.” k

The policy is well known; simply L';
quoting it does not justify it. A

| am reasonably confident that
should troops be given the right
to wear the Nato medal, very few
would decline the offer.

Those responsible for the policy
must remember a couple of facts.

Firstly, honours are a source of
great pride to individuals. Secondly,
the only person who truly knows
their worth is the wearer.

This decoration is not some
keepsake or “bling”, so come on
gentlemen in London, let those
awarded it wear it if they choose.

We are all grown-ups capable of
making these decisions. — Name
and address supplied.

TALKBACK
" DIGITAL DOSSIER

THIS MONTH'S ELITE TWEETS

#O0P HONOURS (P 24-37)

dPoplarsPenny

Well deserved, proud to be a Brit, they do a
hard job and don't get the recognition they
deserve

dPoppyLegion

Congratulations to everyone on the
#0perationalHonours and Awards List,
you make us proud!

#FUNERAL PRIDE (P 7)

ddanolbest

Flags at half mast for Thatcher on camp!
Shows the Army’s opinion of the Falklands
War #greatachievement

#CANCER CONCERN (P 1k)

dPrivatePartsukK

Big well done to Jeff Saunders
@armyboxingteam for not only baring all
for @checkemlads campaign but new ABAE
champ too!!!

~@dsoldiermagazine -

Equipment issue proves equivocal

“Clothing issue requires clarification”

(Talkback, February) based on my
personal experience.

During my time on operations recently it
was laid down that only
Service-issued boots

I FELT compelled to reply to the letter

and body armour were —
to be worn by troops. STANDARD
The wearing of Crye ISSUE BOOTS
clothing was banned AE!?MBO%Y
because this was ONLY TO

exclusively for elite
units in addition to
being the new pattern
adopted by both the
United States and
Danish armed forces. 8

I, along with my oo
chain of command,
were told to enforce this
robustly — which we did. As far as | was
concerned, this extended to the Army as a
whole; we wear our pattern clothing, end
of chat.

| was therefore amazed to see the carte
blanche comment from Lt Col Matthew
Tressider in Talkback, which stated that
“there are no rules restricting the purchase
of non-issued clothing and on-the-man kit
by individuals”.

| must disagree.

B8E WORN!

We as an army have gone for years
wearing all manner of clothing and
equipment from around the world.

The Service spends millions on improving

this and developing a new up-to-date
pattern only to put in print
an excuse for blokes to
wear what they like.

| agree that the clothing
is not yet perfect and |
for one use a non-issued
daysack and off-the-shelf
webbing — simply because
they are better.

To be honest, this was
an acceptable practice
that was supported by the
procurement of Camelbak
daysacks during Operation

= Herrick 16.

But what implications
does the use of non-issued body armour
have on an individual’s insurance in the
event that they are injured?

And how do we clearly identify UK
personnel when a complaint is raised
against a unit in a joint operational
environment and we can’t tell who is who?

We are in danger of returning to the
scruffy Borrowers we were once branded
back in the good old days. — Name and
address supplied.

Col Charlie Sykes, CD Combat, responds:
It is Army policy that soldiers should be
given excellent equipment for operations
and training, while providing value for
money for taxpayers.

There is absolutely no discretion
available for items of personal protective
equipment — the issue kit has been
exhaustively trialled and tested and its
capability is understood.

There is also no discretion on the
pattern of equipment in order to ensure
combat recognition.

The defence clothing team’s personal
clothing system offers an outstanding
set of kit to the dismounted soldier for
most environments and Army HQ strongly
encourages the chain of command to
direct its use for very good reasons.

These include ease of replacement
on exercise or operations, a common
understanding of the environmental
capability of clothing, minimising the
chances of unintended consequences of
wearing non-issue equipment, ensuring
Service personnel do not waste their
money purchasing “fad” items from
catalogues, uniformity and integration
with other soldier systems.

However, the final decision on what
items can be worn lies properly with the
chain of command.
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COMPETITIONS

Spine line winners: Mrs J Matthews, Dallas,
Morayshire; D Clarkson, Chippenham,
Wiltshire; K Chapman, Glasgow; K Dickens,
Hounslow; L Matthews, Basildon, Essex;

2nd Lt H Joseph, 2 Sig Regt, York; Lt Cdr K
Stockton RN, Cosham, Portsmouth; J Palfrey,
Farnborough, Hampshire; A Penn, West
Molesey, Surrey; Capt D Punshon, 251
Tpt Sgn RLC(V), Irvine.

The Bay DVD: Melanie Gardiner,
Freshwater, Isle of Wight; Bohdan
Kuczynski, Lower Bourne, Farnham;
Elaine Patterson, Southport,
Lancashire; G Marshall, High
Barnet, Hertfordshire; Dawn

Totton, Newcastle upon Tyne.

Boker pen: Michelle Williams,
Preston, Lancashire; Angela
Francois, 100 Regt RA, Luton.

© Diany

Until May 6: The | am Strong exhibition of
new work, paintings and prints by Arabella
Dorman is on show at The Royal Green
Jackets (Rifles) Museum in Winchester from
1000-1600, Mondays-Saturdays. For more
details visit www.rgjmuseum.co.uk

Until further notice: Chelsea Pensioners’
wartime stories are being captured in

a new online collaboration between the
National Army Museum and the Royal
Hospital Chelsea. The Old and the Bold is
an audio-visual history project, which aims
to document the personal accounts of “The
Men in Scarlet” from the First World War to
the present day. The videos are available to
view at www.nam.ac.uk

June 6: Mercian Regiment — New Colours.
This unique event will be held at Worcester
Warriors Rugby Club. Gates open 0900 with
the parade taking place from 1100-1215.
Tickets are £2 each. After the parade there
will be a number of subsidised options for
food priced from £4 to £17. This is the first
time the regiment has been presented with
colours following their amalgamation in
2007. For more information please contact
the colours project officer on 01543 434352.

June 11-14: Soldier Technology 2013.

The 12th Annual Soldier Modernisation
Conference and Exhibition, Olympia
Conference Centre, London. For more details
visit www.soldiertechnology.com

June 16: Afghan Appeal Fund Day of
Cricket. Burton’s Court, Royal Hospital
Chelsea. 1100-1700. The Army Wanderers,
Eton College, Afghan Appeal Fund XI and the
sponsors Freshfield Bruckhaus Deringer will
be bowling a few overs to raise cash for the
AAF. All welcome. Entry £15 including lunch.
Under-12s free. For more information log on
to www.afghanappealfund.org.uk

June 21: Service personnel are being offered
a two-for-one ticket deal on admission to
Royal Ascot. In addition to world-class
horse racing, guests will be able to enjoy
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the spectacle of the parade ring, the royal
procession and traditional singing around the
bandstand, as well as gaining access to the
exclusive Armed Forces bar. To book call 01344
878536 or visit www.ascot.co.uk/military using
promotional code “Military13”. Forces ID will be
required on entry.

BULLET
POINTS

June 27-28: RUSI Land Warfare Conference —
The 2013 Royal United Services Institute LWC
will take place at The Institution of Engineering
and Technology, Savoy Place, London. The event
aims to provide an opportunity to influence
thinking and decisions and encourage debate
and discussion on key issues facing the British
Army. The conference is open to Service and
civilian personnel of all ranks, Regular and
Reserve. Attendance from junior officers,
SNCOs and staff college students is particularly
encouraged. Further details on the application
process and costs are available in ABN 24/13 or
by visiting www.rusi.org/landwarfare

June 28: The Quad-Service LGBT conference at
Main Building, London.

June 29: Members of the three Armed Services
will march in the London Community Pride
event. Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
personnel and their colleagues are encouraged
to boost the Army numbers. Further details in
DIN 2013DIN0O1-042.

@) DIRECTORY

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity: 0845 241 4820

Armed Forces’ Buddhist Society: Chaplain 020
7414 3411; www.afbs-uk.org

Armed Forces’ Christian Union:
01252 311221; www.afcu.org.uk

Army LGBT Forum: www.armylgbt.org.uk;
chair@armylgbt.org.uk

Armed Forces Muslim Association: Chaplain
0207 414 3252; www.afma.org.uk

Armed Forces Humanist Association:
www.armedforceshumanists.org.uk

Army Ornithological Society:
www.armybirding.org.uk

Army Welfare Service: 01980 615975;
www.army.mod.uk/welfare-support/welfare-
support.aspx

Army Families Federation: 01264 382324;
mil 94391 2324; www.aff.org.uk

Blind Veterans UK: (formerly St Dunstan’s)
www.blindveterans.org.uk; 0207 7235021
British Limbless Ex-Service Men’s
Association: 0208 590 1124; www.blesma.
org
Career Transition Partnership: 0207 766
8020
Children’s Education Advisory
Service: 01980 618244; enquiries@
ceas.detsa.co.uk
Ex-Services Mental Welfare

Society: 01372 841600; www.
combatstress.com

Family Escort Service: 0207 463
9249

Forcesline: UK — 0800 731 4880;
Germany — 0800 1827 395; Cyprus
- 080 91065; Falklands — #6111;
from operational theatres — Paradigm
Services *201; from anywhere in the
world (CSL operator will call back) — 0044
1980 630854.

Forces Pension Society: 0207 820 9988
Heroes Welcome: www.heroeswelcome.co.uk

Help for Heroes: 0845 673 1760 or 01980
846 459; www.helpforheroes.org.uk

Joint Service Housing Advice Office:
01722 436575

Medal Office: 94561 3600 or 0141 224 3600

Mutual Support (Multiple Sclerosis group):
www.mutualsupport.org.uk

National Gulf Veterans’ and Families’

Association Office: 24-hour helpline 0845
257 4853; www.ngvfa.org.uk

Poppyscotland: 0131 557 2782;
www.poppyscotland.org.uk

Regular Forces’ Employment Association:
0121 236 0058; www.rfea.org.uk

Remount: 01451 850 341;
www.remount.net

Royal British Legion:
www.britishlegion.org.uk

RBL Industries Vocational Assessment
Centre: 01622 795900; www.rbli.co.uk
Scottish Veterans’ Residences: 0131 556
0091; www.svronline.org

Service Personnel and Veterans Agency:
0800 169 2277 (from the UK); 0044 1253
866043 (from overseas)

SSAFA: 0845 1300 975; www.ssafa.org.uk

The Not Forgotten Association: 020 7730
2400; www.nfassociation.org

INTELLIGENCE

The following Army Briefing Notes, Defence
Internal Briefs and Defence Information
Notices can be found online by visiting
www.armynet.mod.uk

ABN 23/13: Removal of financial incentives




ABN 22/13: PADR - Performance award
ABN 21/13: Budget pay awards

ABN 20/13: Promotion from TA or Regular
Reserve into full-time Reserve service full
commitment

ABN 19/13: Long service advance of pay
waiver premium

ABN 18/13: Future British Forces Broadcasting
Service

ABN 17/13: X factor increase final

ABN 16/13: Voluntary early release scheme
2012-14

ABN 15/13: AFPRB pay award final

ABN 14/13: Armed Forces continuous attitude
survey

ABN 13/13: Re-subordination of ESG

ABN 12/13: Sports supplements
misinformation Soldier magazine

ABN 11/13: Civilian RRA recommendations

DIN 2013DIN01-072: Amendment to JSP 477
— community development, youth and play
work; and consultation on next revision

DIN 2013DIN01-071: Non-industrial civilian
personnel policy meeting, May 30, 2012

DIN 2013DIN01-070: 68th Defence Whitley
Council meeting, September 6, 2012

DIN 2013DINO1-069: Pay and non-
consolidated performance awards — formal
disagreement meeting, December 13, 2012

DIN 2013DIN01-068: Withdrawal of the human
resources professional standards

DIN 2013DIN01-067: Advanced command and
staff course

DIN 2013DINO1-066: Army career
management training — train the trainer
package “training in a box”

DIN 2013DINO1-065: Dental treatment rates
overseas

DIN 2013DINO1-064: Launch of revised policy
and procedures for civilians who are or may like
to consider becoming Reservists

DIN 2013DIN01-063: Armed Forces Covenant
(Libor) Fund

DIN 2013DIN01-059: Late entry commission in
the Corps of Royal Engineers

DIN 2013DINO1-057: Late entry commission in
the Royal Artillery and the Royal Army Physical
Training Corps

DIN 2013DINO1-056: JHC HQ restructuring

DIN 2013DINO1-055: Increase in the pensions
earnings cap 2013-14

DIN 2013DIN01-054: Relationship education
courses within the Armed Forces

DIN 2013DIN01-053: Long service advance
of pay (LSAP) — review of the LSAP waiver
premium

DIN 2013DIN01-052: Annual “Chadri Kala” Sikh
moral development course — May 17-19, 2013

DIN 2013DINO1-051: Process for exceptional
case funding requests

DIN 2013DIN01-049: Increase in the rate of
excess fares allowance from April 6, 2013

DIN 2013DIN01-048: Cleanse of HR
qualifications on HRMS

DIN 2013DIN02-002: Transmission of STRAP TK
clearances for overseas visits

DIN 2013DIN03-005: Launch of the new Middle
East and North Africa strategy and supporting
website on DIl-Secret

DIN 2013DIN04-046: Defence Equipment
Support contractor support arrangements for
ESIX

DIN 2013DIN04-045: Weapon equipment —

declaration of obsolete/obsolescent status

DIN 2013DIN04-044: Amendment of the EH
operational modules

DIN 2013DIN04-043: Lifejackets — replacement
of pre-April 2005 UML Mk 6 operating heads
NSN - 0472/4220-99-991-1868

DIN 2013DIN04-042: MoD Sanctuary and
Energy Awards 2013 - calling notice for
nominations

DIN 2013DIN04-041: Replacement smoke
grenades

DIN 2013DIN04-040: The United States-United
Kingdom Defence Trade Cooperation Treaty

DIN 2013DIN04-039: Declaration of extension
to out of service date — pyrotechnic pistol 1
inch No.1 Mk 5

DIN 2013DIN04-038: Review of mandatory
equipment inspection policy
DIN 2013DIN04-037: Declaration of

obsolescence — GPS navigation sets and
receiver sets

DIN 2013DIN04-035: Equipment tables, scales
and schedules

DIN 2013DIN04-034: Minister (DEST)
Acquisition Awards 2013 — calling notice for
nominations

DIN 2013DIN04-033: Confirmed out of service
date director artillery L1A2

DIN 2013DIN04-032: Airworthiness and other
domain implications of adhesive, tapes and
sealants contract, agreed firm schedule items
part 2

DIN 2013DIN05-014: New air finance military
capability model

DIN 2013DIN05-013: MoD basic grade
messaging (X400) move to SMTP

Continued on page 64

TEN details have been changed on Shane
Wilkinson’s photograph of the Royal
Artillery’s last surviving Railway Howitzer
on its way to form the centrepiece of an

exhibition at the Het Spoorwegmuseum in

Holland. Circle the differences in the left
image and send the panel to HOAY 858,

Soldier, Ordnance Barracks, Government

Road, Aldershot, Hampshire GU11 2DU by

May 31.

A photocopy is acceptable but only one
entry per person may be submitted.

First correct entry drawn after the
closing date will win £100; the second and

third will receive £25 gift vouchers. The
results will be announced in the July issue.
Usual rules apply. March’s winners: First
correct entry drawn at random was Sarah
Christian, 9 AAG, Thirsk. Runners up:
Steve Hawkins, AHDSU, Wattisham and
Shelly Holness, 3 PWRR, Canterbury.
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DIN 2013DIN05-012: Public disclosure of
commercial management information

DIN 2013DIN05-011: Re-organisation of
combat tracks group to the armoured vehicles
programmes

DIN 2013DIN05-010: Formation of the Defence
Primary Health Care (DPHC) south region and
transfer of regional rehabilitation units to DPHC

DIN 2013DIN05-008: Relocation of HQ tactical
medical wing

DIN 2013DIN06-012: Policy for the vaccination
of civilian welders and hot-metal cutters against
pneumococcal disease

DIN 2013DIND6-011: JSP 403, volume 2,
change 6, amendment 2 and range safety
notices

DIN 2013DIN06-009: Release of JSP 319 —
edition 3 — AL 6 joint Service safety regulations
for the storage and handling of gases

DIN 2013DIN06-008: JSP 482 MoD explosives
regulations edition January 4, 2013

DIN 2013DIN07-053: Change of responsibility
for MoD VBS2 software management

DIN 2013DIN07-051: Qualified weapons
instructor intelligence surveillance
reconnaissance course

DIN 2013DIN07-050: Officers’ petroleum
course 2014

DIN 2013DIN07-049: School of Aerospace
battle management courses

DIN 2013DIN07-047: Exercise Caribbean Wings
2013-14 — exercise instruction

DIN 2013DIN07-046: Defence instructional
techniques and defence instructional techniques
(trainer) courses delivered by the AES: 2013-14
and Field Army franchise support

DIN 2013DIN07-044: Joint and single Service
security, intelligence, photographic and geo-
spatial training courses for training year

DIN 2013DIN07-043: Defence language
courses for training year 2013-14

DIN 2013DIN09-003: The Alan Hirst Memorial
Prize

DIN 2013DIN09-002: Armed Forces Day, June
29,2013

DIN 2013DIN10-019: Military equitation
courses 2013

DIN 2013DIN10-018: Army triathlon events
calendar 2013

DIN 2013DIN10-017: The Army Golf
Association — major events 2013

DIN 2013DIN10-016: Army Sport Climbing
Championships 2013

DIB 26/13: New arrangements for performance
management and managing poor performance

DIB 25/13: Joint Forces Command becomes
fully operational

DIB 24/13: The new operating model for
defence

DIB 23/13: PUS and VCDS define role of the 3*
chief of defence personnel

DIB 22/13: Chancellor’s budget statement —
public sector measures

DIB 21/13: Armed Forces Day 2013 — 100 days
to go

DIB 20/13: Publication of the Service
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complaints commissioner’s fifth annual report

DIB 19/13: Chancellor’s budget statement —
X factor

DIB 18/13: Successor to chief of the defence
staff appointed

DIB 17/13: Armed Forces pay award 2013

DIB 16/13: Civil service reform: terms and
conditions review — proposed changes for
broader banded staff below the SCS

DIB 15/13: Launch of MoneyForce, a new
financial website for the Armed Forces

© Aol

All serving and retired members of the
cavalry and yeomanry are invited to muster
on Sunday, May 12 in Hyde Park for the 89th
annual parade and service of The Comhined
Cavalry Old Comrades Association. The
parade steps off at 1055 and the salute will be
taken by a senior member of the royal family.
Those attending are invited to form up with
their regiments on The Broadwalk between
0930 and 1045. Entrance to the service at
the bandstand is by ticket only and a limited
number of wheelchairs for those unable to
march but who wish to participate are also
available. Applications for tickets for both the
seated and standing enclosures should be
made in advance through regimental home
headquarters. Application for a wheelchair
should be made in the same way. For more
details contact Maj D Carter, headquarters
squadron leader, Household Cavalry Mounted
Regiment on 0207 414 2564.

Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
Regimental Association. The annual reunion
will be held at Worcester Rugby Club from
1200-1800 on Saturday, June 1. Past and
present members of the regiment and their
families are welcome. Admission £2 each.
Further details from C Baines, assistant
regimental secretary, on 0115 946 5415.

79th Artillery clerks’ reunion and association
dinner on June 21-23 at Larkhill. AGM
followed by dinner on Saturday, June 22.

Full details from the reunion secretary Maj

lan Constantine, 32 Regt RA, Roberts Bks,
Larkhill, Salisbury SP4 8QU. Telephone 01980
845253 or email ian.constantine758@mod.uk

Royal Hampshire Regiment annual reunion
luncheon for all Territorial battalions and
successors in 1 and 2 Wessex on Saturday,
September 28 at Newburgh House,
Winchester, 1200 for 1300. Contact Maj

lan Taylor at 4 Cedar Wood Close, Fair Oak,
Eastleigh by telephone 023 8069 4771 or via
ian.p.b.taylor@btinternet.com

407 Troop RCT will host an informal reunion
for members who served between 1980 and
1983 on the weekend of Friday, September
20 to Saturday, September 21 at Cirencester.
For further information please contact Colin
(Thommo) Thompson on 07887 986 588 or
email colin.thompson103@mod.uk

A reunion for all former members of the Army
Dog Unit, Northern Ireland who served in the
province between 1973 and 2007 will be held
at The Royal British Legion Club Arlewas on
Saturday, May 4. For more information email
John Tucker via johnatucker70@yahoo.com

AOADSHOWS

The Army Engagement Team wants to hear
from members of the public who would like
a personal invitation to its hi-tech roadshow.
The event starts with a drinks reception, is
followed by a presentation and questions and
culminates with refreshments. There will be a
range of military personnel on hand to answer
any of your questions. Call 01276 412880

or email your name and address to apt.
mod@btconnect.com with the event you are
interested in attending.

May: 8, Kingston-upon-Thames; 14,
Stamford. June: 4, Aberdeen; 5, Glasgow; 6,
Edinburgh; 25, Cardiff.

©) SEARCHLINE

The producers of a pilot show for Channel
4 are looking for people to put themselves
forward to win a holiday for 12 of their
family and friends. If you are interested

in having a laugh and possibly winning a
luxury break for you, your family or friends,
contact takeoff.uk@talkback.co.uk by
Sunday, May 12.

Firepower: The Royal Artillery Museum
needs to hear urgently from serving and
ex-Servicemen and women of the Royal
Regiment of Artillery for oral history

project Fighting Talk. They are recording 50
gunners’ personal conflict experiences from
post-Second World War to the present, with
particular focus on the campaigns in the
Falklands, Bosnia, Northern Ireland, Iraq and
Afghanistan. Interviews will be preserved
for future generations in the archives

of both Firepower and the Imperial War
Museum. Participants receive a CD copy.
Contact Annette McCartney via annettem@
firepower.org.uk or 020 8312 7113.

Wayne Woolley would like to find a friend
called Helen Silvers. They served together
with 9 Supply Regiment between 1998 and
2002 but lost contact. If anyone has any
information please contact Mr Woolley on
07503 230754.

Lee Yarwood-Ross, a PhD researcher, is
looking to collect data from men who have
experienced lower-limb amputation in Iraq
and Afghanistan to further understand the
challenges they have faced. Those interested
in taking part can submit their stories at
www.surveymonkey.com/s/LowerLimbAmp
and he is also interested in doing

some face-to-face interviews. For more
information call 07545 885686 or email via
lee.yarwood-ross@stu.mmu.ac.uk

2013 marks the 50th Anniversary of the
founding of The British Army Golf Club
(Sennelager). The organisation is looking
for information that could help to keep alive
the history of 50 years of golf. If you were
a member or know a member, all memories
are welcome. Please send any letters to
British Army Golf Course (Sennelager),
Senne 1 33175 Bad Lippspringe, Germany
or email james.goff@paderborn.com. Visit
www.sennelagergolfclub.de




. —from the wonderful play parks to

T little ones easy.

~ Germany, Maj Gen John Henderson,

Retumn to the UK not child’s play

ERMANY, once known as the land of
G milk and honey, is not regarded as
the lucrative posting it once was.

Although there are still the significant
attractions of tax-free cars and petrol and
the country’s child benefit which non-
serving spouses can claim, many families
find their lifestyle is more limited as the cost
of living and challenging exchange rates
reduce disposable income.

However, those with small children
— particularly where the partner is stay-
at-home — will find that the additional
assistance of the above elements still make
this country a great posting.

Additionally, tax-free alcohol and
cigarettes are seen as a bonus by some
but reduced employment opportunities for
partners make it a less appealing option for
many families.

The challenge for commanders whilst
the Army draws down is to ensure that the
provision of schooling, childcare (which has
always been an issue) and health facilities is
still viable.

As JHQ moves east, the pressure on

WHILST | am a fan of the Army returning

to Britain, attracted by a reported £1.8
billion boost to the country’s economy
and the greater availability of work and
training for spouses, there are of course
some things that we’'ll all miss dearly
about life in Germany.

Not least, it will be sad to say goodbye
to the close proximity and availability of
skiing, Christmas markets, Oktoberfest
and excellent community spirit.

Families will also pine for the
country’s excellent facilities for children

“tiergartens”, which made entertaining

Whilst it’s time to be UK-based, there
is no doubt that overseas postings
provide an opportunity to experience
life in a different location which many
individuals will mourn.

General Officer Commanding

will be introducing a one-stop shop for
“BFG-ing” cars and additional measures
to simplify administrative processes
across the country.

housing is also a concern.

So while the UK works towards squeezing
everyone in, British Forces Germany (BFG)
has the difficult task
of ensuring that schools maintain
sufficient pupils to be viable as a staged
exit is planned.

We are assured by Headquarters BFG that
they are adopting a “cliff-edge” approach
and having worked in Germany | am well
aware of how committed these staff are to
getting it right.

Rather than a dwindling of numbers
across the whole country, each garrison will
be shut abruptly so that all services will be
available until withdrawal.

BFG is well versed at closing areas; at
its height 67,000 troops were posted there
and since the early 1990s locations across
northern Germany have been shut so they
have the benefit of experience and lessons
learnt to ensure drawdown is as pain free as
possible for those still serving there.

The Army Families Federation (AFF) will
be monitoring the situation.

Our Germany branch and its

coordinators enable Service personnel and
their loved ones to feed back on anything
they find problematic.

This year’s AFF Germany conference will
allow attendees to voice their concerns over
current issues and the return to the UK.

Senior commanders, including Director
General Personnel Maj Gen Richard Nugee,
will be available to answer questions and |
am delighted that the Minister of State for
Defence, Personnel, Welfare and Veterans,
Mark Francois, will be on hand to address
the high-profile event and we hope take
questions as well.

The session, held in Herford’s
Divisional Conference Centre on June
27, is always a sell-out so book your seat
early by registering at www.aff.org.uk/
germanyconference/index.htm

All families and personnel are welcome to
raise issues and anyone can post a question
on our website. W




NOWYOU CAN BUY
DIAMONDS & JEWELLERY
AT WHOLESALE PRICES DIRECT
FROM THE MANUFACTURERS

We supply retail shops with a vast range of beautiful diamond
engagement rings, wedding rings and jewellery. We can offer the
same prices to the Armed Forces on production of their MoD passes.

Examples Examples
18ct White Gold Diamond Solitaire Ring Platinum Diamond Solitaire Ring
0.50ct Size 0.75ct Size
Retail Price £2,900 Retail Price £4,850
Wholesale Price £1,300 Wholesale Price £2,150

Call us first — for a private appointment
ALAN BICK JEWELLERY
Suite 211, 100 Hatton Garden, London, ECIN 8NX
Tel: 020 7242 5831
www.alanbick.co.uk sales@alanbick.co.uk

WMilitary Meivketin
Onfgzmﬁona/ J

Suppliers of commemorative plaques and presentation pieces

Let us design your Regiment
and Operational plaques

(minimum quantity 25)

PLAQUES: £12.95 each
SHIELDCLOCKS: £24.00 each

for a full colour brochure contact:
82-84 Steward Street, Ladywood, Birmingham.B18 7AF
Telephone / fax:0121 454 5393
email: mmisales@militarymarketing.co.uk
website: www.militarymarketing.co.uk
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LEGION
ABE
THE SOLDIERS'

CHARITY

supporting our forces charities

tel:01642 601501
sales@motif8.co.uk
www.motif8.co.uk

MILITARY MEDALS

www.bigburymint.com

Highest Quality Military Mounting, Cleaning Glazed Display Frames
Replacement Medals Engraving & Repairs & Presentation Cases

For expert, friendly advice contact us now
BIGBURY MINT
Tel: 01548 830717 >

E-mail: info@bigburymint.com ™ P

€4 T F-‘-\.\- v

Bigbury Mint, River Park, Ermington, Devon, PL21 9NT



Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd

Specialists in Orders Decorations and Medals

Full Size and Miniature Medals supplied and
mounted for wear or display to the highest
| standards.

(License No. D/IPR/IX/E/0019/02)

MoD Licensed Medals
‘ Available from stock including

@ Telic
@ Afghanistan
@ Golden Jubilee
£ NATO, EU and UN
| ® Long Service awards
8 Complete range of gallantry awards

| We offer a complete engraving service and
| supply fine handmade storage cases,
| display cases and wallets for your awards.

| Whatever your requirements our helpful staff
will be pleased to help with your enquiry by
telephone, email or fax.

Visit our secure on-line shop
www.worcmedals.com

Unit bulk enquiries welcome

56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove, B61 8LL Tel: 01527 835375
Fax: 01527 576798 eMail: wms@worcmedals.com

EMBROIDERED - WOVEN-ENAMELLED BADGES

Best quality
~ Best prices
~ Best delivery times
" No artwork set up charges

Specialists with over 45

WE GUARANTEE to give YOU the BEST value, the BEST service,
the BEST prices and the BEST quality badges available in the UK.

Check out our website to place your order

51-55 Enville Road, Kinver,
Stourbridge DY7 6BX
TELEPHONE : 01384 878550
email : info@tolleybadges.co.uk

M MICHAEL JAY

Ties

from O. H. Hewett Ltd

UNIFORMS
MADE TO MEASURE

MESS DRESS
SERVICE DRESS

No.l DRESS

S5.B. BLAZERS

D.B. REGIMENTAL BLAZERS
SPORTS JACKETS AND TROUSERS

DINNER SUITS
LOUNGE SUITS

Ties made to order in
silk or polyester.
For information regarding prices and
minimum quantities please contact:

O.H. Hewett Ltd at
21 Farncombe Street
Godalming, Surrey GU7 3AY
Telephone: 01483 426917
Fax: 01483 424810
Website: www.ohhewett.com
Email: enquiries@ohhewett.com

48hr or 2Week make up

MICHAEL JAY TAILORING

5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK P14 SEP

TEL:01449 614602/604:FAX
Email: info@michaeljaytailoring.com

DIXIES CORNER MILITARY SUPPLIES
Trecastle, Brecon, LD3 8RG

4

Alterations/repairs done on site.
Bergens ‘Pimped’! Prompt turnaround.
Bespoke Webbing, Molle Hippo Pads, Yokes, Bags,
Pouches, Chest Rigs etc. Keela Jackets, UnderArmour,
Blackhawk, Sealskinz, Snugpak and lots more!

iR a

s I“;' o -Jﬂ‘l- = '._:.I

W“;w.’dij_xiéscorner.co.uk |
Tel: 01874 638091

® Mess shirts from £29.95 @ Sameday bespoke framing on site
@ George boots £49.99 @ Engraved gifts, plates and
@ Officers’ dress swords from £600 presentation medallions

Incl VAT @ Discount on bulk orders

Medal court mounting £4 per medal. Mini medals from £4.
Please check our updated prices on our web site.

FULL SIZE OP TELIC & 0SM AFGHANISTAN MEDALS @ £20
FREE ENGRAVING ON FULL SIZE MEDALS
Extensive range of miniature and replacement medals and ribbons.
Very fast tum around. 99% of medal mounting is done the same day.
\ery large stock available for next day delivery.

Much mare on our website.
Our shop Is open 6 days a week.
All our prices Include VAT, lax free sales available for BFPO overseas.

www.messdress.com

88 Stewart Road, Bournemouth BH8 8NU
Tel: 01202 302846 Fax: 01202 383874

sales@messdress.com
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DRAGON

TACTICAL

The Spartan SF

Bergen. Designed
with help from

the UK's most 2
elite forces. Hand ¢
built to their
specification.

T
gw SPARTAN

Tel. 01206 854354
www.dragonsupplies.co.uk

Printed or Embroered
Leisurewear
to your Own Design

Minimum Order only 8 shirts for Custom Designs.
Stock Design/Crest + Your Lettering - Minimum Order One Shirt.

FREE Sample Garment on NEW orders above 20 Shirts.

For a Free Colour Brochure contact :
TEES TOTAL, 153 High Street, Royal Wootton Bassett, Swindon SN4 7AB

Tel :+44 (0)1793 849888 Fax :+44 (0)1793 849890
Email : sales@teestotalclothing.co.uk

= To view the full Range of Garment Styles
VISA and previous designs. Visit our web site at
www.teestotalclothing.co.uk
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VERLORD

ilitary Spectacular

- 500 re-enactors
300 +vehicles

Mav z.rnnn

Over100 traders
Proudly supporting

Hounds -\

Y ggeroes by

Q)

Legal Advice
and Guidance

Resettlement Grants Personal Injury
Wills and Probate Courts Martial
Lasting Powers of Attomey Criminal Law

House Sale or Purchase (LSAP)  Family Law

Forces Law Network Solicitor members offer legal services to
serving and retired personnel throughout the world (including
Reservists, the Civil Service and their families).

Initial advice and guidance is FREE with 10% discount
thereafter. Our reputation is well supported with over 60
years’ experience in legal assistance to the Armed Forces.

www.regimentalshop.com
Email: sales@regimentalshop.com Tel: 0845 459 1964




WINDSOR MEDAL
Mounting Services

We specialise in quality medal
mounting and medal ribbon bars

s (]
il Loy %4

Visiting tailoring service
in your office, mess or home.
Beautifully bespoke-tailored
lounge, tweed and dinner suits.
Realistic prices, high quality
cloths, personal proficient
caring service.

‘We can also supply:
® Military Berets ® Beret Badges
® Medal Emblems ® Medal Framing
@ Blazer Badges ® Mess Dress Badges
@ Medal Brooches @ Nol & FAD Badges
Full mess dress service Ex Household Cavalry Cer ial Tailor,
for ofﬁcers, SNCOs Master Tailor Qualified, 25 years experience.
and JNCOs.
Contact James Burke
From UK: 0049 1725 409415
BFG: 01725 409415

Email: travellingtailor@aol.com

3 Wells Court, Saxilby, Lincoln LN1 2GY

TEL: 07786 073060
or 01522 702254

MAIL ORDER BUSINESS ONLY
www.windsormedals.com

www.james-burke.de

e+ Brooches

e Lapel studs

Cufflinks

¢ Pendants

¢ Tie-stickpins

4 l{l”lt'ﬂmg Telephone; 0121-551-0509
Email; sales@bickertonjewellery.com
Website: www.bickertonjewellery.com

CUT OUT THE MIDDLEMAN AND SHOP DIRECT WITH US!

TO RDVERTISE IN SOLDIER TELEPHONE 01252 787106

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES &
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS

[Select any Regiment or Corps)

PACE/RACING STICKS - 36” INDIAN ROSEWOOD
(SCREW FITTING) WITH CARRYING CASE, LEATHER
SWORD BAGS & KNOTS, TIES (REGIMENT or CORPS)

MILITARY MATTERS

7 WATERSIDE, GREENFIELD, SADDLEWORTH, OLDHAM OL3 7DP
TEL: 01457 877010 FAX: 01457 877010 EMAIL: military.matters@btopenworld.com

MIIARD

® Accredited mountain bike leader training

® Personal riding skills development
e Accredited MIAS MTB maintenance courses

® South Wales & Brecon Beacons
AEDEN ONEILL
gethinmtb@gmail.com
www.gethinmtb.com

Tel:07988760720

Accredited MOD Supplier.

OFFICER & NCO MESS DRESS

MESSKITONLINE.CO.UK

Discounts on Marcella Shirt, George Boots,
Bow Tie and Braces when ordered
online with your uniform

* Priority Service Available

* Full Range of Accessories
* Uniform Badges & Buttons
* Miniature Medals
* Mounting Services

0% FINANCE
_ AVAILABLE

ON ALL MESS UNIFORMS

Fine Military Tailoring from Goodalls Tailors
WWW.MESSKITONLINE.CO.UK

‘\; 0113 2889944 BE¥A sales@messkitonline.co.uk

Lancashire MICHAEL JAY
Embroidery ¥ CIVIL AND MILITARY
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1929 o0 TAILORS

Our unbeatable
MESS DRESS ™%

ZAP BADGES, NAME (S
offer .

TAPES, RANK SLIDES,
TRFs, etc.

Tour T-shirts, polos,
sweats and hoodies.

INCLUDES

& 14 day Make or
& 4S8hr EXPRESS
M Lowest prices

& Best Fit

¥ Highest quality
Best payment terms

You want it, we supply
it! We will not be beaten
on service, price or
turnaround! Suppliers to
most of UK distributors!

Local agent to measure in most areas

Tel:01449 614602/604:fax }

Email: info@michaeljaytailoring.com

As our customers say

units 8 & 10 Sution Dak Drive, The service is simply unbeatable

St Helens, Merseyside WA9 3PH

Email: sales@lancashireembroidery.co.uk
Tel: 0151 546 5161 Fax: 0151 549 1128
www.lancashireembroidery.co.uk

5 Tomo Business Park STOWMARKET Suffolk IP14 SEP

ﬁ MILITARY s Y0ur_ sil_uation‘is unique
Bl -

~ Invest for the future with a buy
to let propert:

Helping Service Personnel ey

onto the Property Ladder ~ Let us do the hard work

- By Military for Military i
www.militarypropertysolutions.com

Terms and conditions apoly

LOST MEDALS

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL-SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

RAYMOND D HOLDICH INTERNATIONAL
P.0. Box 2123, Hockley, SS5 9AG

Tel: 01702 200101
Email: rdhmedals@aol.com
www.rdhmedals.com

Navigation Training

Intensive 2-day courses in Map &
Compass work. Practical/Min Theory.
Small groups (4/5). Ex-Mil Instructor.

Acc incl.

Contact Andrew 01974 821680 or
email brynderwen@tiscali.co.uk
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WwwiisaNaNameoNicollEg (§ Julian Young & Co 2

SOLICITORS & HIGHER COURT ADVOCATES &l 2/ ) A0
ATTENDANCE AT POLICE STATIONS FOR

MILITARY & CIVILIAN INTERVIEWS
SURRUERSITOMHIEIVILITARYESINGE COURT MARTIAL & ALL CRIMINAL

T-shirts, sweatshirts, polo shirts, rugby shirts,

jackets & much, much more DEFENCE CASES

FREE ColourlBrochure Nf)_Minirlrlurn Order
B e National and International Attendance
BULK DISCOUNTS * QUICK DELIVERY Legal Aid may be available

We ship WORLDWIDE . VAT free to BFPO overseas
EMERGENCY NUMBER OFFICENUMBER

+44 (0) 7956 502 069 +44 (0) 207 724 8414
JULIANYOUNG@JYLAW.CO.UK

WWW.JYLAW.CO.UK- 118 Seymour Place, Marylebone, London W1H INP — SRA N

ensig NOTICED!Y

MOTIFS A huge selection of garments available embroidered
with YOUR personalised company or club motif.

SPECIAL OFFERS E N

TO HM FORCES

EMBROIDERED GARI“ﬂENTS 1 “HES ® BASEBALL CAPS
Incl: Polos, Sweats & Rugbys, Jackets, azi i inj ® TIES s
Trousers, Overalls, Shorts & many more Free iron-on baclung ® PRINTED T'S

; olours. Fast deli ® ENAMEL BADGES
Online catalogue available at ours. Fast delivery. © ENAMEL BADGE!
ww.ensignmotifs.co.uk s

AL

Tel: 01436 842581 Fax: 01436 842854
www.ensignmotifs.co.uk

Email: sales@ensi
FULL COLOUR REEP : 0800 328 4348
ENS

THE DEFENCE AC ADE
PRESENTS

E % LA
FEATURIN kﬁ_.ﬁ* .,,G.ETOFFI E § W

Royal Marines Band i ; * Tickets can be purchased from the quence Academy Hgadquarters, Shrjve‘hham

3 maj h s DA ﬁ\& m /J »(: es open from B’pm and events p'tart at 7;! .G
_ "“k\\

'-Swmdcmr SN6 BLA - 01793.76°5676

V li i er— ’ \
Guest' .oca st LOU se'.\fl."!_-“- < Tickets are o*avalf\ble from the DefencJAcJevaalﬁ Gate Reception, Eﬁf}lillf\
Magnificent MK XI Spitf . usmgﬁkc S and at Shrivenham Village Post Office ‘l !

Choreographed Fi ! |splay 7 FaIﬂlly TCketS "'-\\- (2 adults and up o 2 (!hnd.ren unAer rﬁ]‘

(subject to weather) -
Fireworks Spectacular by ~ 5 Adult Tickets *. @18  (aged 1659
Kimbolton Fireworks : / _..--Senior-Ticket's " @‘ﬂ@ (aged 60 or over)

Defence Academy Militar . B
y y Children’s Tickets @'ﬂ@ (free admission for children aged 4 or under)

Wives Choir
el = y ()pm tothe gerEr@ipublic, all profits will be distributed between the main Armed Forces Charities and 2 local
Toxic ‘Swindon Covers Band charitable organisalions

The Hyperbolics 4 T -

Bring a picnic or purchase refreshments from the bar; NO barbecues or pets please!

g
Defence Academy
of the United Kingdom
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iclassified

FOR SALE

British Army cap badges
Many scarce, phone 01797 363761 for
free list. www.webbmilitary.co.uk

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2 for
list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue Street, Filey, North Yorkshire YO14
9HU. Tel: 01723 513287 Website:
www.cairncrossmilitaria.co.uk

Discount diamonds
Manufacturing/wholesale jeweller
based in Hatton Garden, London has
been supplying diamond engagement
rings and wedding rings at trade

prices to current serving officers and
Servicemen and women on a ‘word-of-
mouth’/recommendation basis for the
past 18 months. If you are planning to
get engaged or married and would like
to take advantage of these trade prices
(not availabe to the general public)
then contact Philip by telephone on
020 7404 0912 (Monday-Friday) or
email philip@rajaveer.com Testimonials
available on request.
L |

SMART TURNOUT
LoNDON

HIGH QUALITY
REGIMENTAL MERCHANDISE
~ MADE TO ORDER ~

atlz.

0845| 29 29 00
SALES@SMARTTURNOUT.COM
e

sports| 0TTERY
RESULTS

Tie Specialist - Current Ties and New

Designs to order. Bulk & PRI discounts.
0845 2575710 sales@bespoketies.com

SPORTS

Buy martial arts clothing, footwear,
training weapons and equipment from
the UK’s first choice for karate, judo,
tae kwon do, MMA and more. Visit our
website for great prices and top brands
delivered worldwide.
www.paragonmartialarts.co.uk

BOOKS

Specialists in new and used military
books. Visit our website or for a
printed catalogue call 01303 246500.
www.militaryhistorybooks.com

SERVICES

NHS-funded, confidential and
bespoke support service offered to
County Durham Reservists. Contact
Jack English to find out more on 0191
386 2634 or 07943 174944

Finding homes for military personnel.
We organise your mortgage, search
for your ideal property, manage the
complete purchase, arrange the

letting if required, and pay all your
professional and legal fees www.
forceshomes.co.uk

At long last! They also serve.
www.militarywivescross.com

i | YOUR FAMILY T
. NAME IN PRINT )

~1 *%| A history of your surname
!\ including crest/coat of arms

g 98 A %1%\ printed on A3 parchment
e ". paper, Framed or Unframed.

| Also available: Blazer Badges
| and Engraved Glassware etc.

@, | Prices startat £12.95
— Other products also available

View or order online at:

www.afamilynameinprint.co.uk

email: sales@afamilynameinprint.co.uk

or Order by Telephone:
01747 823149

% Free Surname search ¥
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b When ordering please quote : oed
\ ‘soldier’ on checkout to reueivu )
wat, 109 DISCOUNT g king) |

TO ADVERTISE IN SOLDIER
TELEPHONE 01252 787106

WANTED

ALL RANKS ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEES)
WWW.FREDBUTLIN.COM

When you book a function/
£50 donated to PTSD veterans’ ¢

Singers, bands, comedy, famllysﬁ‘
dinner dances Trillions of ideas

FRED BUTLIN FORCES!

ENTERTAINMENT

Free Quote email: fred@fredbutlin:

Tel: 01543 898342

i

Al Designs

Garment Printers &
Embreiclerers
T-shirts - Polos

-2
Sweatshirts .“g’
Hoodies and e
much more! -
www.print-a-shirt.co.uk ::l :‘l =3
in
Contactus! |, g
Tel: 01244 311028 ::::I:c’
aonedesigns@aol.com | 1 3
mumn
A1 Designs T
55 Brook Street, Chester ] ygoi &
Ch13DZ T

Visit our website:
www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

INE-LO ®
- the wor.'
best gquy line
runner

release. Will not shake loose, even in|
extreme conditions. Out-performs

guy runners.

10% discount until
30th June at

28-30 JUNE 2013
Rouen - Le Mans - Paris - Alps - Monte Carlo - Nice
Get a team.
mep;d?;ggo?m E
oin ess across Europe!
1st Prize - £1,000 .Cfl
2nd: £600/ 3rd: £300 —
Best decorated car: £100
Plus Daily Challenge Prizes
Limited Offer: £150 per team

...... BOOMBANGERRALLY
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THE 12TH ANNUAL SOLDIER MODERNISATION CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION

11-14 June 2013 - Olympia Conference Centre, London
www.soldiertechnology.com

Soldier Systems & Equipment Modernisation
Conference & Exhibition

World’s Leading Conference And Exhibition
For Future Soldier Modernisation

Request the Programme Today
Call: +44 (0) 207 368 9465

Email: soldiertechnology@wbr.co.uk

Register Now at www.SoldierTechnology.com
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Interview: Joe Clapson

N a brutally violent adaptation of a bestselling
Lee Child novel, the writer of The Usual Supects
has brought the no-nonsense character of Jack

Reacher to the movie screen.

In the knowledge that an army of Reacher fans
demand a decent showing, Christopher McQuarrie
has written and directed a fast-paced thriller with
Tom Cruise as his testosterone-loaded protagonist.

VIVACIOUS VIEWING

EVIL DEAD 2 out now

AS soon as | opened this special edition
Blu-Ray it went straight in the machine and

| watched it four times in one week. | do not
believe you will find anyone in the Forces
community that doesn’t love this film and if
such a person exists, they are strange. This
is a cult classic — it is that simple. If the Evil
Dead movies themselves aren't enough then
the acting legend that is Bruce Gampbell
surely is. The newly added features on this
version completely justify you buying it for a
second time. Once you've watched them all

BLOOD
SIMFLE

BLOOD SIMPLE out now

AT the outset | wondered why you would
bother watching this director’s cut of the
Coen brothers’ first film. 'm glad |
persevered though because after a slow

start it became far more than its dated first
impressions. A wealthy businessman hires

a hitman to kill his cheating wife but the
gunman turns out to be dishonest. The movie
explores infidelity and abusive relationships
with occasional flashes of Tarantino-esque
irony and the longest buried-alive scene I've
endured. Casting is spot on and the macabre

Aficionados of the book series have pointed out
that their paperback hero is 6ft 5ins and 18 stone,
which differs from Cruise’s pint-sized frame, but that
is a minor detail and doesn’t hold the film back.

Reacher —a former army investigator — is called
into action to prove the innocence of a man accused
of a multiple sniper attack in Pittsburgh.

Working alongside defence lawyer Helen Rodin 2%
(Rosamund Pike), Cruise’s character analyses 4
evidence and uses his physical prowess to L
aggressively dispatch anyone deemed an obstacle.

To satisfy his audience McQuarrie serves up
some of the best vehicle pursuits in recent memory.

“The night car chase scene took forever to shoot,”
the director said.

“I'knew there were high expectations. But we also

you can simply feed on Evil Dead 3.
Cpl Adam Jackson, 3 Para

ending is genuinely unpleasant.
Maj Neil Johnson, AAC

Rt

I DIDN’T COME HERE TO DIE out now
THIS film is for lovers of low-budget
horror movies with a touch of humour. Six
young Americans on voluntary service go
to a wooded area to prepare the site as a

PENGUINS out now

FROM the same people who made
Earthflight and Polar Bear: Spy On The Ice,
this documentary uses some pretty off-the-
wall methods to film penguins in various

knew we were playing with a rigged deck. We had
Tom Cruise, and he knows how to drive — it was

pretty edgy stuff.”

However, it wasn’t multimillion-dollar action
sequences that caused concern for McQuarrie but
creating perfect chemistry among his stellar team

of actors.

“The challenging stuff is always character,” added

the Oscar winner.

community resource. Despite an alcohol
ban a drunken party ensues, resulting in

the second-in-command poking her eye
out on a tree branch and having to be taken
to the hospital by the group chief. Without
leadership accidents start to happen and the
death-count grows until only one person

is left. The surreal ending provides a real
surprise with a darkly comical twist.

environments around the world. From the
Antarctic to the South American deserts
and the Falkland Islands, various breeds of
the black and white bird are followed using
spy cameras cunningly disguised as eggs,
rocks and even animatronic penguins. |
cannot fault the excellent filmmaking in any
way but | did find the background music a
bit annoying at times.

“| was looking for a certain attitude from Helen. Andy Kay, ex-RS
Rosamund and | couldn’t meet face-to-face for an
audition so | met her on Skype.

“She immediately had me laughing and | wanted
Helen to have that strength and humour.”

On her role as the risk-taking attorney working
opposite one of Hollywood’s biggest names, Pike
(Made in Dagengam, An Education) said: “We
see a lawyer who is being tested emotionally and
psychologically. She is very smart and at the same

Rodge Tapply, ex-RE

P

WIN... THE NEW TWILIGHT ZONE

WIN... THE MARINE 3: HOMEFRONT

time very understandable.

“Reacher makes Helen think; he’s annoying and

he touches on her weak points.

“He exposes her where her thinking is flawed — he

is a challenge and | like a good challenge.”

The film is based purely on Child’s novel One
Shot and with a long list of further material still
untouched there is now potential to build a lucrative

movie franchise.

Following a head-turning display in this offering

Pike said she would be happy to do more.

“| would always be up for another one. | would
work with Tom Cruise again in a flash because he is

that inspiring,” said the Londoner.

IN the series’ most explosive entry yet, Sgt
Jake Carter (Mike Mizanin of WWE fame)
returns home to discover that his sister has
been abducted by violent extremists. While
on a mission to rescue his sibling he finds
himself fighting terrorists bent on mass
destruction. Soldier has teamed up with
Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment
to offer a copy of the DVD to five lucky
readers. To have a chance of winning, tell us
Mizanin's wrestling nickname. Answers on a
postcard to the usual address or by email to
comps@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Closing date: May 31

THE breathtaking television series that
redefined the fantasy genre with its displays
of grandeur and a first-class cast list is
coming to DVD. Broadcast from 1985 to
1989, the iconic series continued the legacy
of the original and took screen drama to a
new level. Soldier has teamed up with Shock
Entertainment to offer the 13-disc box set

to one lucky reader. To have a chance of
winning, tell us which year the new series
first hit television screens. Answers on a
postcard to the usual address or by email to
comps@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Closing date: May 31
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Review: David McDougall

HE last time we were involved in the
defence of Sera — the planet on which
Gears of War is set — we were fighting
hordes of evil locust and lambent.

But don’t worry; we won and all was well in
the world.

So it seems odd that Epic Games, the joint
developer of this title, would take us back to
our old stomping ground.

Once you jump into the campaign you
immediately notice subtle differences
between Judgement and its brethren — and
that’s a good thing.

The latest instalment takes place in the
early days of the conflict, not long after the
vile locust emerged and hegan mercilessly
laying waste to everything that wasn’t as ugly
as they were.

But instead of jumping into the mighty
shoes of Marcus Fenix again, you take the
reins as Damon Baird and each member of
Kilo Squad thereafter.

If fighting a subterranean menace wasn’t
bad enough, the opening scene sees our
new hero and his comrades on trial for an
unspecified crime.

For those new to the franchise, fear not.
Judgement swiftly brings you up to speed,
and the basics of surviving and winning the
intense firefights are quick to pick up.

And for veteran campaigners there are
plenty of exciting additions and inclusions to
make this a fresh and challenging experience
for everyone.

If the difficulty levels don’t cut it you
can choose to undertake the mission
declassification element.

These are specific modifiers that make a
task more demanding, earning you extra stars
to unlock additional weapon skins, characters
or the aftermath mission that takes place
during Gears of War 3.

These variations might involve utilising
only one type of weapon, reducing visibility,
or including a time limit on each section of a
particular level.

They also add snippets of fiction that are
exclusive to Kilo Squad.

Once you tire of the campaign, Judgement
provides plenty of other challenges in its
multiplayer mode.

Standard online play is as reliable as ever
and also features “bots” for those who don’t
have access to Xbox Live or just fancy honing
their skills against Al-controlled rivals.

Overrun is a team-orientated player
versus player version of the old horde mode,
whereas survival pits a team of gamers
against computer opponents.

Though Judgement certainly looks and
feels like your typical Gears of War offering,
it’s a finely polished and refined version of
what came before.

The visuals are a feast to look at and the
whole game feels tighter and more fluid yet
reassuringly familiar as well.

And the humanity of it all shines through
in this iteration far more than the steroid-
induced lookalikes of yesteryear.

If you're a fan of the series, this is a sound
investment that is worth making. If you’re
not, it’s about time you were.

VIRIUAL PLAT

GHOST WARRIOR 2
for Xbox 360/PS3/PC

VISUALLY this release
is atrocious and makes
very poor use of its
graphics system. The
game only lasted

five hours on the
hardest setting and

the multiplayer option
suffers from having just two maps. The
missions are straightforward and very linear
but the parts where you actually look down
the scope and grasp the ballistics associated
with it are quite good. It even requires you to
squeeze the trigger as opposed to snatching
it. However, the enemy’s behaviour is
unrealistic and the death animations are quite
possibly the worst | have ever seen.

SSgt Graeme Russell, Scottish Tpt Regt

SIM CITY
for PC

THE point of this Sim
City reboot is the same
as it's always been:
transform a plot of open
land into a hustling,
bustling metropolis.

As the ultimate mayor
and planner, you have
the god-like power to construct a small town
then elevate it to a thriving city. But the title
requires online servers and this is where it
falls down. I've been kicked out of sessions
and unable to connect at times. Without the
ability to save progress it is frustrating to
lose hours of work due to a crash. This could
be the best-ever Sim City game, but only if
the support starts firing on all cylinders.

Sgt Lee Gibbs, REME

TIGER W0OODS PGA TOUR 14
for Xbox/PS3

DEVELOPERS EA
Sports offer the latest
addition to their hugely
successful Tiger Woods |
franchise but, despite |
a few tweaks and a
fine polish, it is pretty
similar to what has
gone before. The control system remains
unchanged, which is a good thing and means
players can pick up their clubs and head
straight to the first tee. The introduction of
some of the biggest stars from years gone by,
along with their ageing kit and equipment, is
a nice touch and there are plenty of courses,
tournaments and online options to keep
hardened fans entertained.

Richard Long, Soldier

THE 39 STEPS
for PC

THIS game is an
adaptation of John
Buchan’s classic
espionage novel of the
same name. It allows the
player to take on the role
of protagonist Richard
Hannay, who must solve
the mystery of The 39 Steps before the bad
guys catch him. It creates an effective air

of mystery and suspense without resorting
to high-end graphics or overly complex
gameplay. This is not a release for those who
love shoot-em ups, it is an engrossing and
absorbing narrative that rewards players who
like to be drawn into a story and immerse
themselves in the world they inhabit.

Capt Alex Janaway, RAMC

CRYSIS 3
for Xbox 360/PS3/PC

THE Crysis series

is renowned for its
stunning visuals and
the third instalment
iS no exception. Your
character, Prophet, is
waging a war against
Ceph and the Cell
Corporation in the New York of 2047. He has
an arsenal of futuristic guns and weapons at
his disposal and these options allow you to
adapt your style according to each situation.
This is almost worth buying for the graphics
alone but when they are complemented by

a great campaign and some interesting and
innovative multiplayer modes it makes the
game a must-have.

Stephen Smith, MoD Corsham

ARMY OF TWO: DEVIL'S CARTEL
for Xbox 360/PS3

THIS title offers a whole
new aspect to combat
and destruction thanks
to its impressive use of
the Frostbite 2 engine.
Enemies learn as the
game evolves and

will try to flank and
outmanoeuvre you at every opportunity. The
graphics are exceptional but the storyline

is long and slow. After a while you start to
question your resolve but eventually there is a
good twist to developments. If you are after a
release with a strong plot this may not be for
you. But if you are looking to shoot up plenty
of bad guys and build scores to purchase
additional extras then it is a must-have.

Sgt Craig Backhouse, Coldm Gds
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Review: Richard Long

FTER hitting the musical headlines

with three Grammy-nominated albums,

alternative rockers Yeah Yeah Yeahs have

been enjoying some time away from the
group dynamic.

Singer Karen 0 co-created the psycho-
opera Stop The Virgens hefore collaborating
with Trent Reznor on /mmigrant Song, which
featured on The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo.

Guitarist Nick Zinner curated, composed
and led an orchestral work entitled 47
Strings in New York and the Sydney Opera
House, while drummer Brian Chase has been
focusing on a solo project.

However, the trio have put their distractions
to one side to reunite for the release of
Mosquito, an album that sees the band
moving in a distinctly positive direction.

“We would love for this music to make our
fans feel something, whatever that may be,”
0 explained.

“So much feeling went into this record,
it was the rope ladder thrown down into the
ditch for us to climb up and dust ourselves off.

“I hope others can climb up it too; we’re
excited to share the good vibes.

“We took a more playful, lo-fi approach to
songwriting this time round.

“Much of the music we created was
demoed in our little basement studio in
Manhattan with drum machines, a sample
keyboard and tons of delay.

“I think this record has more moodier and
tripped-out songs than you’ve ever heard from
us before.

“You might catch some roots reggae and
minimalist psychedelic influences in there.

“It is a feel-good, food-for-the-soul,
chicken-soup-for-the-ears Yeah Yeah Yeahs
album, which doesn’t mean easy listening — it
means kind of raw, kind of chaotic, kind of
dreamy. Kind of us.”

Mosquito marks a strong diversion from
the band’s last offering /t’s Blifz, which hinted
at an attempt to break into the mainstream,
and returns to the raw and edgy sound they
had previously been acclaimed for.

Single Sacrilege is easily the standout
track thanks to its trippy undertones, Under
the Earth embraces a reggae vibe, while the
fun approach is evident on Subway, which
includes audio samples from the subway.

Although this may struggle to make the
impact of debut offering Fever To Tell it does
have its merits and should be considered as
a welcome addition to the Yeah Yeah Yeahs’
mounting back catalogue.

THE 20/20 Experience by JT

POP sensation O\ /
Justin Timberlake | '}, "®C;

the musical scene : '
for a while but the

release of The 20/20 g
Experience marks :

boasts strong and distinctive vocals and
with some tracks stretching beyond six
minutes in length there is plenty to enjoy.
The focus seems to be on ballads and by
relaxed and mellow. Mirrors is the standout
track and sees beautifully written lyrics
backed by a great beat. Overall, this is his
best album to date and | thoroughly enjoyed

has been away from

his triumphant return. This fabulous album
listening to this you cannot help but feel
every song.

Kim Cresswell, Army wife

Bloodsports by Suede

OFTEN billed as

the poor man’s
Oasis, Suede

have attempted, like
S0 many other 90s
bands, to reform and
rekindle lost fame.
The first three tunes — Barriers, Snowblind
and /t Starts and Ends With You — kick off
this offering well but it slowly falls away
with a descent into deep and moody songs.
That is, until final track Faultlines, which is
an unadulterated popish rock number with
a snappy guitar riff — the very essence of
what Bloodsports is about. Although it fails
to hit the highs of the band's defining album
Animal Nitrate, it is still a very good and
distinctively Suede release.

LCpl Scott Roberts, Londons

Blood and Chemistry by Arcane Roots

IF Coheed &
Cambria and
Mumford & Sons
had a lovechild,

the result would be
Arcane Roots.
The trio’s first full
album is very impressive and with a
conglomeration of influences the band
deliver rhythmically complex “math rock”
with clinical devastation. Compared to

the musical voyage that is Slow, Sacred
Shapes and Triptych are more aggressive.
With Andrew Groves’ vocals ranging from
soaring and soothing to frenzied and
furious, you cannot predict what comes
next. The standout track is Held Like Kites,
in which profound lyrics combine with
haunting guitar leads to move your insides.

Capt Matt Walpole, PWRR

aial

Reincarnated by Snoop Lion

THE expert cannabis
smoker who was a
pioneer of the G-funk
genre has, for the
time being, converted
to Rastafarianism
with the new name

of Snoop Lion for this album. Produced
by Diplo’s Major Lazer team it is a well

put together creation but isn’t a successful
change of musical direction for the wannabe
reggae artist. Despite a few forays into old
school beats with So Long, which is decent,
this is merely a record featuring famous
faces — including the likes of rap star Busta
Rhymes and pop princess Miley Cyrus —
who attempt and fail to pull off convincing
Jamaican accents.

Joe Clapson, Soldier

Bankrupt by Phoenix

ON the back of the
seismic success of
Wolfgang Amadeus
Phoenix this French
four-piece have,
perhaps sensibly,
stuck to a formula
that proved hugely popular. However, the
fifth studio release, which has been four
years in the making, was worth the wait
and serves up plenty of synth, oodles of
keyboards and multilayered vocals. The
finely polished record is clearly influenced
by sounds of the 80s but also confirms
the band as innovators and classic-pop
revivalists. Bankruptis a pulse-raiser and
consolidates the group’s lofty position at
the top of the alternative rock genre.

Richard Long, Soldier

#Willpower by Will.i.am

FOR his fourth solo
studio release this
Black Eyed Peas
heavyweight has
enlisted the “talents”
of, among others,
Justin Bieber,
Miley Cyrus, Nicole Scherzinger and
Britney Spears. Clearly with that roster of
auto-tuned idols, this saccharine pop-fest
will fly off the shelves but is one purely for
the mass market. Will.i.am has become
something of a household favourite with
his witty interjections on BBC's The Voice
and he won't lose fans with this offering.
However, the tracks are celebrity-fuelled
dancefloor fodder and definitely do not
mark him out as a musical genius, as some
people have suggested.

Joe Clapson, Soldier
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Interview: Becky Clark

HITE man, white man, give us money,”
shouted the group of machete-wielding
tribesmen as they pursued canoeist Phil
Harwood, along the Congo River.

It was 2008 and the former Royal Marine had
embarked on a solo quest to paddle the length of
the mighty waterway from source to sea.

Throughout the five-month expedition, he would
encounter not only death threats but snakes,
crocodiles, swamps and treacherous rapids, as well
as a serious bout of malaria.

Canoeing the Congo tells the tale of how he
survived against the odds to become the first person
to complete the 4,700-kilometre odyssey, seeing
human nature at its best and worst along the way.

Among the many dangers he faced, Harwood
cites the half hour he spent trying to out-paddle his
would-be robbers as the most terrifying.

“They eventually caught me up,” he told Soldier.

“| basically morphed into a raging madman and
went berserk, shouting threats and abuse at the top
of my voice while waving around my machete with
my arms splayed like a football hooligan.

“Luckily they bottled it.”

Despite such narrow escapes, the 47-year-old
said he seriously considered quitting just once.

“The only point where | thought about giving up
but chose not to was as | entered the Luvua River
section, which is extremely remote,” explained the
fearless ex-Commando.

“| was warned that there were still Mai-Mai rebels
in the area, and told that if they caught me | would
be killed and it wouldn’t be a quick death.

“Eighteen months earlier two missionaries were
captured, tortured, castrated and beheaded.

“Three South African kayakers had also drowned
trying to negotiate the area.”

Fortunately Harwood made it through the
region and the rest of the trip unscathed, a fact he
attributes largely to his days in the military.

“Tactical covert campsites at night in the bush,
having confidence in myself as a result of arduous
Marine training-and mostly having the physical
assurance to face hostile types without backing
down got me through,” he said.

“I never wanted any trouble, but | think the Iook in
my eyes told people | wouldn’t stand for any s***.”

_While-agression was not uncommon, Harwood
also encountered humbling kindness and hospitality
from the ‘people he met-on his journey, especially
the friendly fishermen who helped him on his way.

The experience left him with a deep sense of how
much most of us take for granted.

-~ “We have so much opportunity in this country,

‘he reflected.

“In some ways it has-put more pressure-on me to
- achieve my full-potential-and do-something-amazing
~ with my life-because | know there’s never really-an
excuse with a British-passport — |ts just-acase of

- working hard atit.

~“Inthe Congo; it doesntmajrter how much they

_—graft, they’re'completely on their own, living witha- -~ -

)

totally corrupt government. “They get nothing.

After-five months surviving on little more than
rice-and-his wits, Harwood returned to civilisation,
describing the completion of-his mission simply-as
“Weird,-but with-an overwhelming sense of relief”.

Although some 140 years have passed since
Henry Morton Stanley became the first European to
navigate the Gongo; Harwood’s book is proof that
the path-leSs travelled'isstill out there forthose
brave enough to seekiitout. ™

AECONNOITRING AEADIN

The Brunei Revolt

by Nick Van Der Bijl =

THE
DESCRIBING a g
relatively little-known II% E‘wﬂlil-
action fought by 1962-1963
British forces 7
shortly before the

so-called Indonesian
Confrontation, the
book begins with a
history of Brunei and North Borneo and the
creation of Malaysia. The account of the
revolt itself is researched in great detail but
is rather dry and fails to absorb the reader.
However, the lack of decent maps was the
main drawback. Even to someone familiar
with the geography, it proved impossible to
follow the tactical or strategic movements,
which was a disappointment.

Maj (Retd) Alistair Clark

Ghost Circuit
by Raph Munro

ROOTED in the author's
experiences in military
intelligence and a
multinational tobacco
company, this novel
sees a team of covert
operators unearth a plot
linking illegal cigarette
sales to a terrorist cell threatening the lives
of British troops in Afghanistan. Although
awork of fiction, detailed descriptions of
surveillance work lend the story authenticity
and seem to offer a genuine glimpse into
the murky world of private espionage. Taut
action and well crafted characters make

for a compelling read, while the ending
raises hope that a sequel will follow.

Becky Clark, Soldier

The Tank War

by Mark Urban e e e,
BBC Newsnight S
correspondent Mark @
Urban has compiled | _%=5
ahistory of the entire | =1 ‘;:,;
Second World War

through the eyes of a TANK
few men from the 5th W AR

Royal Tank Regiment.
Previously unearthed diaries and first-hand
accounts from veterans reveal a warts-and-
all picture of tank warfare and how Britain
rediscovered its ability to conduct a form

of conflict that it had pioneered. One regret
is had this book been written ten years ago
many more ex-tankies may have been able
to contribute their stories. Nonetheless, an
excellent addition to an ever-growing genre.

Maj Laurence Roche, AGC (ETS)

Tales from the Special Forces Club
by Sean Rayment

THIS book tells ten
stories about the men
and women who went
behind enemy lines

to take the fight to the
opposition during the
Second World War.
The tales of derring-do
range from a very young girl whose job it
was to finish training agents prior to their
insertion, to the pilot who transported them
and others who served in Europe, the desert
or the jungle. Recounted in person to the
author, their bravery, resourcefulness and
modesty shine through. Gently uncovering
immense feats of courage, the book is
humbling and well worth reading.

Andy Kay, ex-RS

Up to their Necks
by Joe Plant

THIS excellent title is a
scrapbook account of

1950s National Service.
Appalled to be called

up and put through
basic training, Joe EF\,., |
Plant stepped forward =S

for overseas service to see the world, only to
find himself in the Malayan Emergency. The
book beautifully describes the paradox of
conscription; those drafted would never have
volunteered but the ensuing experiences were
unique and friendships enduring. In these
times of cutbacks, the text recalls the huge
footprint of an Army supporting an empire.
Highly recommended — not least for former
National Servicemen.

Lt Col Andy Gladen, RE

Extreme Night Strike
by Chris Ryan

IN this second offering
in the author's “Extreme”
series, former SAS hero
John Bald is a man at
war with himself and
fighting a losing battle
with the bottle when

he is reluctantly thrust
back into one final mission. Predictably, the
job goes pear-shaped and Bald is the fall guy.
Finding himself fighting through the ghettos
of Florida and the war-torn streets of Tripoli,
he soon discovers the lines between friend
and enemy are blurred and he will have to call
on all of his skills to survive. You can't really
go wrong with a Chris Ryan book — another
belting read.

VIGHT STRIKE

Cpl Adam Jackson, 3 Para
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UNDER ARMOUR TACTICAL COM

SUITABLE for the scorching heat to the bitter cold and
everything in-between, these All Season Gear gloves
feature a Clarino synthetic palm that’s strong, light,
washable, and retains its softness when wet — unlike
natural leather. Elastic and Velcro wrist closures ensure a
comfortable fit and cushioning on the palm, knuckle and
hand provide extra protection.

www.heinnie.com £57.95

SNUGPAK GEOGRIPS

THESE all-round activity gloves are an excellent choice to keep close
by when on the go. Featuring finger and palm rubber grip systems

for maximum dexterity, the lightweight neoprene construction

ensures a better grip, allowing you to handle and operate items with

ease. The water-resistant fabric means you can even wear these
gloves when wet and their drying time is impressive.

www.uktactical.com £14.95

SEALSKINL ULTRAGRIPS

AVAILABLE in either a black or olive colour, these are very
popular gloves. Using SealSkinz patented technology, they
feature a warming Merino wool and have grip dots on the palm
and fingers. A popular choice, the Ultragrips are close fitting,
dexterous, windproof, breathable and 100 per cent waterproof.

www.dixiescornermilitarysupplies.co.uk  £30

WILEY X AYBRIDS

DESIGNED for tactical and combat operations, these models
feature a removable knuckle protector designed to withstand
the kind of abuse that comes with hard use. With impressive
standards for both flame and cut resistance, they are built
for the toughest conditions and feature a treated goat skin
leather for durability.

www.dragonsupplies.co.uk £59.99

HIGHLANDER TOUCH SCREENS

A CHEAPER option, these water-resistant fleece outdoor
gloves have been designed to allow easy touch-screen
navigation for smartphones, iPads and PCs. They feature
windproof laminated fleece and synthetic palm, forefinger
and thumb fibre tips which allow you to type texts and emails
while keeping your hands warm.

www.survivalaids.com £9.50

WIN... APAIR OF MACWET GLOVES

@ Soldier has teamed up with MacWet to offer four readers a pair of these
durable outdoor gloves. To be in with a chance of winning, tell us how
much they cost per pair. Answers on a postcard to the usual address or
email to comps@soldiermagazine.co.uk by May 31. Good luck!
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Review: LCpl Michael Mcmurtry, IG

ACWET gloves are being marketed with
some pretty big claims.
The breathable, hardwearing sports
accessories — priced at an affordable
£27.99 - hoast an “all grip, no slip” technology
that is apparently unrivalled in any type of
outdoor environment.

| first used them in the Falkland Islands on
exercise — and what better place to test this
kit out.

With weather conditions in the field similar
to those of the Brecon Beacons, the MacWets
really had their work cut out.

Designed with both professional sportsmen
and women and amateur adventurers in
mind, the gloves had a rather more serious
undertaking when put to the test in the harsh
environment of the South Atlantic.

From the offset of the trial, | thought these
gloves were superb.

They are so lightweight and thin that they
make tasks such as changing mags and
administrating yourself in the field simple.

Being so fine, however, can often pose the
danger of damage to material under pressure.

But the MaclWWets do not seem vulnerable
to rips and tears, and | found them to be very
durable and hardwearing on unforgiving rock
and shingle.

Their waterproof material — suitable for the
most challenging of watersports - is surely the
ultimate selling point for this gear.

Being thin means that even if soaked they dry
within minutes when placed on a radiator back
in camp or even when left on the user’s hands
on a windy day.

Most gloves currently on the market are bulky
and uncomfortable, causing a negative impact
on your movement.

However, the way the MacWets’ Aquatec
fabric responds to hoth moisture and climate
change means users benefit from maximum grip
and comfort at the same time.

The breathable palm fabric causes any
moisture on the skin to be wicked to the outside
as quickly as possible.

The gloves are available in 14 different sizes
and a variety of colours — in either Micromesh
for the warmer months or a cosy Climatec for
more wintery conditions.

All in all, the MaclWWets are an awesome piece
of kit for soldiers who mean business.

They come highly recommended. B
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We pride ourselves on the first class service we provide to all our clients.
Professionalism is the foundation on which our business is based and it is the

way we serve our clients that distinguishes us from other law firms.
DISCOUNT

We have a wealth of experience in relation to Service legal matters and we are able to

provide comprehensive advice to Army personnel and their families in relation to: Fo R Fo Rc E s
Fami ionshi Service Poli o
® Family and relationships : Sﬁﬂﬁignﬁﬁzégratﬂg;mns PE Rso N N E L

® Personal Injury
® Service Complaints ® Courts Martial
@ Service Inquiries @® Court Martial Appeal Court AN D

@ Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney ® Service Civilian Courts
@ Conveyancing @ Administrative Action Cases FAM I LI Es
@ Continuity of Education ® Armed Forces Redundancy

PARKER

Telephone: 01722 412000

Email: david.yates@parkerbullen.com
Call our 24 hour helpdesk on 01722 426276 B UL L E N
www.parkerbullen.com
SERVING THE ARMED FORCES FOR OVER 200 YEARS SOLICITORS
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Riding high: Army surfing is targeting the upper echelons of Service sport thanks to a new outlook that includes professional coaching in Newquay

Lrest of 8 waue

Report: Richard Long
Pictures: Graeme Main

AVING seen sports such as rugby
union, football and boxing receive
top billing in Service circles the
Army’s surfers are now plotting their
path to the big time.

For years the activity has been
dismissed as nothing more than a
laid back pastime but with a new
management structure in place the
military’s wave riders have adopted a
distinctly professional outlook.

Capt Rich Griffiths (RE) and Capt Tom
Harrison (R Signals) are the men charged
with revolutionising Army surfing and the
duo have set clear goals to strive for in
the coming years.

“Our aim is to drive the club forward
and in a new direction, taking it from a
group of mates living in the same area to
a nationwide outfit with meets at different
locations,” Harrison told SoldierSport
during the organisation’s recent training
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week in Newquay.

“We had just over 30 guys competing
at the Army Championships and we have
150 on our mailing list. But we know
there are so many more out there.

“This week gives them time off work;
they can come and do the sport they
enjoy and take it to the next level.

“The bodyboarders do their own thing
while the more experienced surfers can
go off and practise. There is something
for everyone.”

The training camp falls between the
Army and tri-Service competitions and
offers a challenging schedule that covers
every aspect of the discipline.

Soldiers spend morning and afternoon
sessions in the water and use video
analysis to assess their technique.

The Newquay Activity Centre offers free
professional coaching and the charity
Surf Action lends its support to beginners
and novices.

A number of the sport’s leading lights
are also on hand to deliver instructor
talks to those taking part.

“If you play football this is the equivalent
of having Premiership stars coming in;
these guys are at the top of their game,”
Griffiths said.

“We are also providing training for
instructors and beach lifeguards and
have funding in place for six people to do



that this year.

“It means a junior NCO can set up a unit
surf club and send 12 guys out on the
water. That will help the sport grow.”

A beginners’ week is staged every
September to encourage newcomers to
the fold. They can then train throughout
the season with a
view to competing
in the military
competitions held
at the end of the
campaign.

“Surf culture is
rapidly emerging in
the UK,” Harrison explained. “The Army
lads are physically fit, dedicated and
mentally robust.

“We want to merge new surfers with
our existing talent so we can reach tri-
Service level.

“The initial focus will be on expanding
the senior set-up but from there we hope
to increase our base with developmental
and corps teams.

“Our aspiration is to see the Army
compete as a club side.

“I am sure there are guys out there
who surf every weekend and it would be
great to see them doing that under the
Service banner.”

«YQOU WOULD HAVE TO
PAY THROUGH THE NOSE
TO HAVE OPPORTUNITIES
LIKE THIS AS CIVILIANS””

The Army Championships proved to
be the perfect showcase for the talent
within the ranks but there is still work to
be done if the soldiers are to eclipse the
achievements of the military’'s dominant
team - the Royal Air Force.

Harrison said: “It was a good
competition
this year. The
guys are able
to pull off some
pretty decent
manoeuvres and
the standard out
on the water is
quite high, which is encouraging to see.

“There are those that have been surfing
a lot longer than others but the training
week is about helping them improve.

“Everyone can get something from it so
they can reach the next step in the sport.

“The RAF are so much more
established than us but we want to
produce a tri-Service winner.”

The change in focus has been
welcomed by surfing stalwart Sgt Dave
Holden (RAPTC, pictured above), who has
been part of the set-up for 14 years.

“It is very much needed,” he explained.
“We want to drive the sport on and we
now have the management structure

and organisation to take things to a new
level and compete with the Army’s more
mainstream pursuits.

“Surfing is something we are all
passionate about but it needs to reach
the same stage as football or rugby.

“The Newquay Activity Centre has been
fantastic and the developmental coaching
they offer is a first for us at this level.

“You would have to pay through the
nose to have opportunities like this in the
civilian world.”

Army champion Lt Clyde Bundy (RAMC])
grew up in the resort town and was
surprised to see the sport included on the
Service roster.

“I didn’t think there would be any surfing
when | joined,” the officer said.

“It is getting better and the younger
guys coming through are telling their
friends about it.

“It is probably the best time to be
involved. As long as I'm in the Army | will
stay on the team.

“We are looking at overseas trips to
Hawaii and Indonesia so there are exciting
times ahead.”

For more information on the sport and
how to get involved search “Army Surfing”
on the defence intranet or visit the
group’s website, www.armysurfing.org ll
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TRIPLE THREAT

Report: Richard Long hit top form in their debut campaigns “l joined the set-up in January and my
Picture: Steve Dock Richardson has made a triumphant target was to do the Combined Services
return after a five-year absence. and then go back to work,” he explained.
RMY coach SSgt Martin Anthony The 31-year-old was a firm fixture “But the opportunity to do the ABAs
A[RLC] is eyeing a hat-trick of titles  in the squad from 2004 to 2008 came up and it has gone really well. | did
when his fighters take to the ring and made a spectacular comeback not think | would get the chance to box
for the finals of the Amateur Boxing at March’s Forces’ showdown, when at this level again.”
Assaociation ([ABA) championships. he defeated Mne Dougie Kane in the The ABA finals were being staged as
Gnr Ryan Fillingham (29 Cdo Regt opening round. this issue went to press. B

RA), Pte Jeff Saunders (2 Para) and Sgt
Tony Richardson (LD) will all compete
for the top prizes in their sport as they
look to cap another superb season for
the dominant Reds squad.

Having secured a 30th successive
Combined Services title, Anthony saw
five of his prized athletes progress to
the ABA semi-finals and is hoping for a
clean sweep from those who qualified
for the tournament’s showpiece event.

“Their success has not come as a
surprise,” he told SoldierSport on the
eve of the finals.

“All three are new to the team but
they have done really well.

“They have got tough fights but | am
quietly confident we will come away with
three champions.”

For lightweight Fillingham, progress
at national level comes on the back of
an impressive first season with the
Army team.

The 18-year-old made his senior
debut in a narrow loss to Royal Navy
fighter AB Robbie Matthews at the
Combined Services but victories over
Joe Knight and Jordan Cooke in the
ABAs have set him on the path to glory.

“In the final | will be up against a
boxer called Isaac Dogboe,” the fighter
explained. “He represented Ghana at
London 2012.

“I have got nothing to lose and as an
Olympian he will be the favourite. I'm
going to pressure him and work from
the inside so he hasn’t got any room.

“I am confident | can do the job.”

Welterweight Saunders is also
enjoying a strong first year with the
Army squad and is fully prepared for
the challenge of facing opponent Sam
McNess in his final.

“Everything has gone to plan so far,”
he said. “I've fought some experienced
athletes in this competition.

“Considering | have been out of the
game for around ten months reaching
the final is amazing.

“He has won a few titles and has been
part of the Great Britain development
squad but | am confident ahead of the
fight. I'm just going to get in there and
see what happens.

“Hopefully | can win a title and do my
regiment and the Army proud.”

While Fillingham and Saunders have Top guns: From left, Pte Jeff Saunders (Para), Sgt Tony Richardson (LD) and Gnr Ryan Fillingham (RA)
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Main man: Stuart Pearce gets to work with his players ahead of this month’s FA Legends game

Pearce praises Army stars

Report: Richard Long
Picture: Steve Dock

Pearce has taken his first training

session with the Army’s footballers
ahead of their glamour tie against the FA
Legends this month.

The former Nottingham Forest star
took to the pitch at Aldershot’s Military
Stadium to lead the Servicemen in some
light drills ahead of their clash with the
Royal Navy and was pleasantly surprised
by the talent on show.

“Before | got here | knew the players
would be fully fit and committed; that is
the bottom line for Army personnel,” he
told SoldierSport.

“They have impressed me with their
technical skills and they like to pass the
ball. It should be a great match.

ENGLAND under-21s coach Stuart

INTER-SERVICES CHAMPIONS

A FIRST-half goal burst inspired the
Army’s footballers to a convincing
win against the touring Australian
Defence Force side in Aldershot.

The visitors found themselves
trailing 4-0 at the interval before
a spirited showing in the second
half saw them restore some
respectability in a 5-2 defeat.

Cpl Andrew Cottam (RE) opened
the scoring from a simple tap-in
before a fumble from the Australian
keeper saw him double his tally.

Strike partner Sig Sam Agar (R
Signals) extended the lead from a
quick free kick and then a cross from
Cpl Gerwyn Griffiths (RE) sailed into
the net from wide on the right.

Substitute LCpl Jay Hubbard (RE)
headed home at the far post shortly
after the restart before the tourists
grabbed two late consolation goals
to reduce the arrears.

“The lads are still smarting from their
defeat to the Royal Air Force but they look
to be in good shape.

“I'll be heading down for more training
sessions with them ahead of the game.”
Pearce will manage the Reds for the
match at Reading’s Madejski Stadium
with England boss Roy Hodgson taking

charge of the Legends’ side.

“It is a great opportunity to get involved
with the Army,” the coach added.

“We have had people from the Forces
come to visit us at under-21 level and
there has always been links with the
military. This is another part of that.”

The match will be played on Saturday,
May 18 and tickets, which cost £12
for adults and £6 for concessions, are
available from www.readingfcdirect.co.uk
or by calling the Reading box office on
0844 2491871. W

THE Army women retained their Inter-
Services football title thanks to a hard-
fought 1-0 victory over the Royal Navy
in Portsmouth.

After beating the Royal Air Force
3-0 in their opening match, the Reds
knew a draw would be enough to win
the tournament but a solitary strike
from LCpl Kellie Cox (RLC) ensured they
ended the campaign with a 100 per
cent record.

The winger fired home midway
through the second half to settle a
match that failed to hit top gear as both
sides struggled for momentum.

Cfn Jess Moran (REME, pictured left)
and Gnr Jade Clarke (RA) both went
close for the Army in the first half, while
Cfn Bianca Ross (REME) carried the
fight to the Navy in the second period.

The result was followed by a 3-3 draw
with the Australian Defence Force.

—
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Champions elect: The victorious REME Stallions launch an attack on the RE Sappers’ goal during last month’s Whittaker Cup showdown in Bracknell

Ice warriors appeal for new blood

Report: Richard Long
Picture: Steve Dock

BMY ice hockey stars have
Ar‘etur‘ned to action as part of their

continuing mission to expand the
sport within the Service’s ranks.

Five teams took to the surface for the
annual Whittaker Cup in Bracknell, with
the REME Stallions taking the top prize
thanks to an impressive 100 per cent
record against their rivals.

While the competitive element is
welcomed by those involved organisers
are hoping to see more squads form in
the coming years so the recent progress
can continue.

“Ice hockey became recognised as an
Army sport in 2011 and since then we
have been trying to promote it and get
more players interested,” said WO1 Tony
Higgins, manager of the RE Sappers.

“We are moving in the right direction
and two new teams have been
established in that time - ourselves and
the AGC Lions.

“There is a nucleus of hard core
players who have been involved for a
number of years. The majority have a
background at youth level but we are now
slowly developing people from scratch.

“It is good to have this tournament as it
brings all the corps together.

“We all have large squads and there
are lots of players on the bench so it
gives us the chance to change over and
get everyone involved.

“It would be nice to see some more
corps sides emerge. The REME and RLC
are well established; their soldiers are
often posted to British Army Training Unit
Suffield so they get to play through the
winter months.

“Unfortunately the younger teams do

not have that but we have more than
200 guys on the books at the moment.

“A lot of people think ice hockey is
about bashing others over the head with
a stick; it is not.

“We do not play full contact at this level
but it is an exciting activity that gives you
an adrenalin rush. Like any team event,
once you have a go you are hooked.”

Potential players must be competent
skaters and training sessions are held on
Sunday evenings in Bracknell and Monday
evenings in Basingstoke.

“You need to be able to skate forwards
and backwards and stop without crashing
into the barriers,” Higgins said.

“If you can do that there is no reason
why you can’'t become a proficient player
within two seasons. It is very addictive.”

Soldiers of all cap badges who are
interested in taking part should email
anthony.higgins788@mod.uk M

Williams progresses to Team GB’s ranks

HAVING made a name for himself with
the Army boxing squad Pte Ashley
Williams (2 R Welsh) is targeting
international success after being
welcomed into the Team GB set-up.

The 49kg fighter attended his first
training camp with the country’s elite
athletes last month and is eyeing a
medal-winning run when he competes
in a host of top tournaments.

The Service star will box at the World
and European Championships and has
already booked his place at the 2014
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow.

“I had three trials with Team GB and
I’'m now on the squad,” the Welshman

told SoldierSport. “I am training in
Sheffield every other week and | spar
with the best guys in the country.

“l am getting more experience and
being in that environment has allowed
me to expand my knowledge as a boxer.

“You get one-to-one coaching and
there is expert help with things like
nutrition and physiotherapy.

“I'm living, eating and sleeping
everything to do with the sport.

“I have a lot to thank Army coach
SSgt Martin Anthony (RLC) for.

“If he had not suggested dropping
down to the 49kg division | would not
be in this position.”
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SPORT SHORTS

B SUPER-it soldier Capt Mark Davies
(1 R Welsh) completed the Brighton
Half Marathon wearing full Army kit
weighing more than 20kg.

The Serviceman took part in the
challenge as a tribute to his friend Capt
Stephen Healey (1 R Welsh), who was
killed by an IED blast in Afghanistan.

He completed the course in 2hrs
28mins and raised more than £400 for
Blind Veterans UK.

B A TEAM of soldiers from 669
Squadron, 9 Army Air Corps are
planning a record attempt at the
Three Peaks Challenge to raise money
for the charities BLESMA
and Candle Lighters.
The personnel hope
ta climb the highest
mountains in England,
Scotland and Wales in
under 12 hours and
will be using Mk 7 Lynx
helicopters to fly between
locations. The current
record has stood since
the 1970s and their
attempt will begin on June 10.
Donations to the cause can be made
at www.justgiving.com/ coyote3peaks

B THE inaugural British Army track day
will be held at the Anglesey race circuit
on September 7.

Open to riders of all abilities, the event
will cater exclusively for personnel and is
not open to the public. The day is aimed
at helping soldiers improve their skills,
which can be transferred to the road
and make for safer riding.

Entry costs £130 and bookings can
be made by calling 0845 0267272 or
via www.focusedevents.co.uk

l A TEAM of soldiers are planning
a unique attempt to ascend Mount
Kilimanjaro and raise money for the
Forces charity Hire a Hero.

Lt Jamie Brooks (REME) and his
colleagues will drive 10,500 miles
from Birmingham to Tanzania non-
stop in ten days before climbing and
descending the peak in just six.

Former Welsh rugby player Garin
Jenkins and England footballer James
Beattie will join the Servicemen in
their summer challenge. For more
information and to make donations
visit www.hahkili2013.com

B WOUNDED soldiers at Tedworth
House Personnel Recovery Centre
have been given a welcome boost in
their pursuit of angling after Fishing for
Forces donated a range of rods, tackle
and equipment.

W02 Dean Williams, of the facility’s
sports programme, said: “Interest in
fishing has really taken off and | have an
event on my calendar every month.”
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RMY canoeists gave a strong
showing at the annual Devizes

Pad dleIEs 1( W;ves

.. “At least one boat was damaged
by guys slipping on the ice and there

to Westminster race. = ~are sections where you have to get

The pairing of LCpl Chris Lay (RE)
and Spr Gaz Irwin (RE] finished as*
the fastest Service crew in the event,
which follows a 125-mile course and
ends with a gruelling stretch of tidal
water on the River Thames.

They completed the challenge in
a time of 20hrs 49mins and their
success was a reward for the months
of dedication shown by members of
the Army and Royal Engineers squads
ahead of the race.

“Eight out of 13 crews reached the
finish line and it was quite challenging
this year,” team manager Maj Tim lves
(RE) told SoldierSport.

Olympians hit awards trail

THE Army’s Olympic heroes received
further recognition for their efforts at
London 2012 during the Combined
Services Sports Awards.

Soldiers scooped four of the honours
on offer at the annual ceremony, with
gold medallist Capt Heather Stanning
(RA) leading the charge.

The rower stormed the field to
take top spot in the women'’s pair
and her success saw her crowned
sportswoman of the year.

Judo sensation Tpr Emmanuel
Nartey (1 RTR) took the sportsman
of the year title after he qualified
for the Games following a fifth- ¢~
place finish at the African ;
Championships.

Fighting in the
under-73kg
category, the
Ghanaian was
defeated in the
last 32 by Dutch
rival Dex Elmont.

The sports
official accolade

out and run with the canoe before
returning to the water - that can be
very demanding.

“We started our preparations
in January and had a group of 22
soldiers training full-time.

“They were working on the water
five days a week and were pushed in
a series of build-up races along with
night paddles.

“It is our hope that this training
camp can now be used as a model for
the Army Canoeing Union as a whole
and there is no reason why we cannot
produce the fastest overall team in
this event in the future.” H

was presented to Maj Peter Underhill
(Rifles] in recognition of his efforts

in organising the Olympic shooting
competitions at \Woolwich Barracks.

He was responsible for planning and
delivering all events, including the design
and layout of venues, transport and
accommodation for athletes and
the import and export of arms.

The final Army sportsman to
taste success was rower Capt
i Nick Beighton (RE, pictured),
~/ who took the adaptive athlete of
| the year prize.

/ The officer lost both legs
.. above the knee in an IED blast in
- ) .. Helmand province and only
!1

started competing on the
water in 2010.
Rowing alongside

Sam Scowen he
| qualified for the final of
\ the mixed double scull
\ at the Paralympics but
" narrowly missed out
on a medal by finishing
fourth. W

hio

S!:"‘tN;

Picture: Graeme Main



Ascents of
Adventure

‘Adventurous Training provides the
opportunity to develop courage,
‘teamwork, leadership and initiative,
whilst also delivering challenge and fun

When's your next step?

For guidance on expeditions or information on
Adventurous Training courses visit: www.atga.mod.uk




Clear run: Cpl Dani Phan (Int Corps) outpaces the Royal Air Force defence during the Army’s 62-0 win in rugby union’s Inter-Services showdown

Phan fires Army to victory

Report: Richard Long
Pictures: Graeme Main

LATE hat-trick from Cpl Dani Phan
A[Int Corps) capped a dominant

display by the Army women as they
crushed the Royal Air Force 62-0 in the
opening match of their Inter-Services
campaign in Aldershot.

The flying winger helped the Reds run
in ten tries against their shell-shocked
opponents as the all-conquering squad
took a giant step towards retaining rugby
union’s top prize.

Bdr Katie Garside (RA) started the rout
in the seventh minute when she collected
a perfectly weighted offload from Phan to
touch down in the corner.

The centre turned provider moments
later as Gnr Jessica McCauley (RA]
opened her account before Capt Rebecca
Homer (RLC]) cut through the RAF
defence to score under the posts.

Fly half Cpl Amy Robinson (AGC (RMP))

joined the party following a neat exchange
of passes with Garside and Homer then
powered to the line to give the Army a
31-0 advantage at halftime.

The visitors gave a spirited showing at
the start of the second period but 2nd
Lt Erica Mills (RA) broke their resistance
following a strong forward drive.

McCauley added her second of the
afternoon after a superb sidestep allowed
her to sprint clear of the opposition
defence and open a 45-0 lead.

With the clock ticking down the Reds
continued on the front foot and Phan
profited from some strong running by
replacement Capt Alex Coxon (Int Corps)
to cross in the corner.

She added a second score just
moments later before completing the
romp with an outstanding solo try on the
left flank.

Phan and McCauley provided a clinical
attacking threat throughout the game,
while Robinson and Homer also caught

the eye with a series of strong and direct
runs in what was a sensational team
performance from the Reds.

Speaking at full-time, coach Capt Glyn
Barraclough (RAMC] praised the efforts
of his players and said the focus will now
turn to beating the Royal Navy.

“We executed everything we have
worked on throughout the season and
that is reflected in the final scoreline,” he
told SoldierSport.

“The RAF put up a good challenge but
we were well drilled, focused and we
stuck to our game plan.

“I thought Erica Mills, who was winning
her first cap, was outstanding and
LCpl Shellyann Magic (RAMC]) was very
effective in what was her debut at Inter-
Services level.

“The Navy will pose a different
challenge. They are stronger up front and
will be a threat. But we have real depth in
our squad and will put out a side that can
execute the plan.”
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SCINTILATING showing from
Asubstitute Pte Jack Prasad

(Scots) inspired a stuttering
Army team to a 33-18 win against the
Royal Air Force in the opening match
of their Inter-Services campaign.

The mercurial Fijian provided some
much-needed attacking impetus for a
Reds side that produced a torrid first-
half display characterised by a lack of
discipline and a host of errors.

LCpl Chris Budgen (2 R Welsh) and
LCpl Ricky Reeves (RE) were both
sin binned as the visitors dominated
the battle of the forwards and the
defending champions were lucky to
reach the interval with a 10-8 lead.

But Prasad’s introduction sparked
greater fluidity and the Army secured
the victory needed to set up a
championship decider against the
Royal Navy at Twickenham.

The match started in promising
style as Cpl Ceri Cummings (REME)
kicked a penalty in the third minute.

But instead of building on the
momentum the soldiers found
themselves camped inside their own
22 as the RAF piled forward.

The mounting pressure saw the
hosts concede a succession of
penalties and Budgen was given a
yellow card as his personal crime
count mounted.

However, the airmen failed to
capitalise on their superiority and a

rare advance downfield allowed the
Reds to add to their tally.

A high kick from Pte James Read
(2 R Welsh) caused hesitation in the
opposition defence and Spr Buks
Bakosa (RE) pounced on the bouncing
ball to set an attacking platform.

With teammates offering quick
support the play was spread wide to
the right, where scrum half Capt lan
Martin (Yorks) was on hand to touch
down for a converted try.

Cpl Dave
Hankinson
opened the RAF’'s
account with a
penalty in the
26th minute
before the
outstanding SAC
Josh McNally crashed through three
would-be tacklers to score.

Reeves then found himself in the sin
bin following a scuffle with a front-
row rival but some stern words at
half-time galvanised the home side
and within minutes of the restart LCpl
Ledua Jope (RE) powered to the line.

Hankinson kicked a penalty to keep
the RAF in touch but the introduction
of Prasad (pictured) and LCpl Peceli
Nacamavuto (RE) saw the Reds slip
into top gear.

Cummings slotted a kick to move
the score to 18-11 and LBdr Sam
Speight (RA) used his electrifying
pace to score the try of the game.

With the airmen threatening deep
in Army territory, the winger made a

“|T WAS OUR FIRST GAME
AND THERE MAY HAVE
BEEN A FEW NERVES, BUT
WE GOT THE VICTORY”

Reds made to sweat

crucial interception and sprinted to
the line.

Speight crossed again ten minutes
later as Prasad cut through the
defence with ease before the light
blues added a deserved second try on
the stroke of full-time.

“You have to give a lot of credit to
the RAF, they are a good young side,”
Army coach SSgt Axel Rees (REME)
told SoldierSport.

“Having seen the Army win the
veterans’
and women'’s
matches quite
comfortably |
think people
were expecting
us to do the
same. But
we had five new caps and we are an
emerging side.

“I would have taken a 33-18
triumph beforehand. It was our first
game in the tournament and there
may have been a few nerves, but we
got the victory.

“Our first-half performance was
poor and our lack of discipline was
disappointing - we gave away 12
penalties and had two yellow cards.

“There were a few strong words
at half-time but we knew we had the
firepower on the bench; that is what
Jack Prasad brings.

“There will be no complacency
ahead of the Royal Navy game.”

The Twickenham match was being
played as this issue went to press. ll
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Up for the cup: The Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers take the fight to their rivals in the final of rugby union’s inter-corps championship

Cummings signs off in style

Report: Richard Long
Picture: Graeme Main

HE Royal Electrical and Mechanical
TEngineer‘S regained rugby union’s

inter-corps championship with a
16-11 win over the Royal Engineers on a
freezing night in Aldershot.

Army star Cpl Ceri Cummings scored
11 points for the victors in his last match
at corps level and his efforts ensured the
team added further silverware to their
growing collection.

Having reached the last three finals
the REME started their latest showpiece
fixture against a strong sappers outfit in
confident mood.

A penalty in the opening stages
offered an early scoring opportunity but
Cummings failed to hit the mark.

The Engineers capitalised on the miss
in the 11th minute when Spr Buks Bakoso
rounded off a cross-field move to touch
down in the corner.

But the champions-elect fired an

immediate response as scrum half Cpl
Tom Chennel capitalised on a quick
penalty to burst through the defence
and create an attacking platform deep in
opposition territory.

From the resulting phases the ball
was fed wide to Cpl Kuki Tamani and the
winger finished in style in the corner.

Spr James Dixon exchanged penalties
with Cummings to move the score to 8-8
before the REME struck a decisive blow
on the stroke of half-time.

Chennel fired his team forward from
another tapped penalty and with Tamani
drawing tacklers Cummings was given
time and space to score just inches from
the touchline.

The second period was characterised
by hard running and strong tackling but

scoring opportunities were at a premium.

Cummings kicked his second penalty
on the hour mark to extend the lead and
a late spell of pressure from the sappers
could only produce three points from the
boot of LCpl Tom Best.

Chennel took the man-ofthe-match
award following an outstanding attacking
display and the REME pack did a superb
job in nullifying the threat from the
Engineers’ forwards.

Speaking at fulltime, a delighted
Cummings told SoldierSport. “That was
my last game in a corps shirt. | have
played ten years of rugby league and
union and it is fantastic to come away with
a victory.

“This is one of my best moments and it
has been an honour and privilege to play
with these boys.

“We felt slightly robbed when we played
them during the pool stages; we lost by a
single point to a penalty try.

“So we had something to prove. The
boys knew this was my last match and
they really put the effort in.

“I've got two games left in the Inter-
Services and hopefully this will give me
confidence for those.

“Representing the Army is fantastic but
corps rugby is where it began for me.” ll

touched down.

Coxon shines in corps finale

THE Adjutant General’s Corps cruised to a 29-10 victory
over the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers in the
women’s rugby union final.

Army star Capt Alex Coxon (pictured) was in superb form
at fly half and she crossed on more than one occasion in
what proved to be a comfortable win.

LCpl Vicky Lea and Sgt Hayley Cornforth were also among
the scorers, while Capt Gemma Stonebridge-Smith kicked
two conversions, as the AGC raced to a 29-0 lead.

But a spirited late showing from the REME reduced the
arrears as Cpl Rae Metters and Cfn Jazz Isoyama both
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We asked personnel from B Company, 2nd

-
I I na I wo rd Battalion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles about the
benefits and challenges of training in Australia

Cpl Dinesh Rai

{ "THE fire support group was
only formed in 2011 so we

J are quite new and this is our
first experience working with
the company. The commander

1 said it has gone very well. This
terrain is excellent as we need
high features to cover the whole
ground. We have long sights and
long-range weapons so it has
been very good and the missions
have been a success.”
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Rfn Parbin Rai

“HAVING to set up high in the hills and adjust
to the conditions has been a great experience
for me. I have only been in the Army for two
years and this has given me a chance to learn
from my senior colleagues. | will also be doing
scuba diving during adventurous training; we
have been working hard for a long time so that
is good for morale.”

Rfn Bhim Thapa

“WE did an advance

to contact on uphill
ground and it was very
challenging. At section &
level we marched for 20
kilometres and were not
allowed to use roads; we |
had to walk on difficult
terrain at night. During

the first two or three
kilometres | thought we
would do well to make

it. There were rocks and
some guys suffered
twisted ankles. I will
always remember that
part of the exercise.”

Cpl Nudan Gurung
“THIS is my first exercise
with the mortar platoon.
Since joining | have learnt
alot. | started at the very
basic level but | now
consider myself to be a
good mortar man. | have
gained confidence from
this exercise as we have
done a lot of live firing.
Coming from Brunei the
weather has not been
too strange for us; we are
used to it.”

Rfn Dhan Gurung
“WE have been
involved in a lot of
night shoots and
defensive drills. It has
been hard work and
there is a lot of up and
downhill involved. |
have enjoyed it as we
normally train in the
jungle. This has been
very different and we
have been able to
combine what we do
with heavy machine
guns and mortars. That
is an opportunity we
do not normally get.”

LCpl Minkaji Gurung

“1 DEPLOYED on Ops Herrick 9 and 14 in the rifle
company and have been posted to the mortar
platoon. This is my first overseas exercise in that
role. | have learnt quite a lot and it will help me
when | take my standard mortars course in the near
future. I now know how to send and formulate fire
missions and how to use different equipment such
as the fire control application. It is good to come
here and experience different things.”
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