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PM's Gulf visit 
~~ mom COVER: cpiwiiy 
Rushton and LCpl Sld 
Wd#(na) +It0 a 
RI.nnig.n relay mast In 
tha Saudi Amblm dosort. 
The ..turn 
@ommunlccltlons system, 
Inuse outside Germany 
tor tha first Ume, has ken 
well mceived. Full story in 
Page 25. 
Pcture Terry Champion 

should be addressed to BFPO 
3000. Separate mail facilities 
already exist for relatives. 

m m m  

Cpl Richard Going, RAMC, 
based with 33 Field Hospital in 
Saudi Arabia, was found dead 
from a gunshot wound. The 
Royal Military Police 
immediately began an 
investigation. His death is not 

b e i  treated an suspicious. Cpl 
Goi i ,  who had been saPingat 
Cambridge Military Hospital, 
Aldershot, had been in the Gulf 
for six weeks. 

m e a  

Territorial Army personnel 
with medical training have b&n 
approached by the hiinistry of 
Defence to volunteer for 

SumrOPapS 

PRIME Minister Mr John 
Major announced that he would 
visit British Servicemen in the 
Gulf during the Christmas 
holiday period. 

. m m  

A mail savice for members 
of the public to send unsolicited 
cards, lettm and small, 
non-perishable gifts to troops in 
the Gulf has been set UD. Thev 

0 A feat& on the Brunei 
Training Team has been held 
WW. -_ 

Based on the Naafi Report and Accounts for 
theyeareuaed2sApril19W.Copiesmaybe 
obtained on application to The Secretary, 
Naafi, Imperial Court, Kennington Lane, 
London SE11 SQX. 
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Reserve .av;ns of 
- binreen16pto68psdoy  

0 

drhc 
S W Y  

arssoriaso wpivc (hnllwify 
&marion for ServiF* 

gusontwl locpl a&& in the have Gulf. complied, Somc 

a8i*orbasImtapipswitllin 
tlr *mics & whieh 
rlloar a s@e Servicenun who 
is GUC of the country for more 
thrn 61 dnyr to beexempt fmnn 
the crrmmanfy charge. 
Married sarice pcrmnnel 

ptr maagt &U six months' 
absence from home. ALL M 
pdvised to oec thdr I d  
ragiRration officer on their 
nmrn b efinblish if they pte 

eligible for a nfuad. 
0 . 0  

A 5rst batch of97 vehicles of 
27 Regiment RCT left Tmvers 
Barracks, ALdershot fa Mnr- 
clnmod Military Port on 
November 30. Eventually 40 
vddcks and 7w mldiers fmm 
the ngiment will be deployed 
to Saudi Arabia us 27 Re@ RCT 
W P .  

The main elements were 
fmm Aldershot and Bulford, 
nnd will be joined by units fmm 
Bicegter and Tidwonh. 

Personnel will fly out to the 
Gulf in thta batches to operate 
the regiment's mainly 14-tonne 
and 10-tonne mcks. The 
regiment, which is Eommpoded 
by Lt Col Peter Verge, also hrs 
the capability to h d l e  Wafer, 
penol, oil and other liquids. 

rw#u$?p&lfj that 1 0 4  

1 

An MOD WkW- Smphp- 
sised that appropches had becn 
made to individuals, not units, 
and that service would not 
W y  be in the Gulf. 
The reservists will be 

dtpbyed to provide cover for 
A n ~ y  medics now deploying to 
the Middle Enst, and could be 
scodonal in the Umted &ng- 
dom or Germany. It is &ble 

y volunteer to go 

. . e .  

A plea for a fd Chriaunes 
me from RFA Diligence, a 
tleetalrdiary ship bnsed in the 
Gulf, has red ted  in 50 tlas 
being diaptchcd to m p s  in 
thQnrea,cwrtesyofInted!am. 

The trees, shipped out from 
Mnrchwood Military Port, were 
being delivered to military 
bpsea in the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar, OmM and 
Bahrain. No uees were being 
smt to Saudi Arabia m 
deference to the host nation, 
which does not celebrate 
ChIiSrmnS. 

0 . 0  

SSAFA pmvided SS,m free 
chdstmpa cards for Servicemen 
in the Gulf to enable them to 
& traditional seasonal greet- 
ings to their loved ones at 
home. 

0 0 .  

Mercury is to install 50 
telephone boxes in Saudi 
Arabia, having tested the 
system worldwide. The boxes 
will accept pre-paid Mercury 

- -. 
U 

Le 
you1 
how 

We'll send you a quotation, along with our buying guide, I or FREEPHONE from 
GERMANYIBERUN 01 30 9806 

HOUND 06022 9806 
BELGIUM 114310 

(ollow up to 30 secs for connecbc 

. _ _  
- -MAT( LRi 

car prices and brochures of your choice. 

most secure route to a new car, right or 
left hand drive. 

Natocars really does offer the simplest, L 1'OF BRILUwATEfi 1 
I -  n 

SURNAME lwruLs I 
I 
I 
I 
I m L  

lwNm 

r n E s E t n m o R ~ s s  

Tu HOME TELWORK 

MAKE CWOUR 

TypEILGLGnElCl CI 

1 M R E G N O  HHlElGN R E  NO 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1 

cards at U for three minutes. 
Service personnel will have to 
pay for the cards although one 
erhwillbemadcavpifabkfree 
as a result of donations made by 

call k e s  from being jammed 
by coins. 

It is hcped to extend the BT 
fadlity to families livbg in 
BAOR. 

1 CHA5SlSNO - 
NUMBER OF OWNERS AClUAl MILEAGE 

.. .- .. .. .... _. 

the Bdtish W B  and * * e  
LWy Tetegraph d m .  

The system was expected to 
be operating by December 21. 

The o~etscps fadlities charge 
levied against Service families 
tiving in Germsny has been . . o  

1 
I I F E S  GNE UPlW DATE 

HAS CAR MOT CERTIFICATE? OR BFG CEAIIRCIITE? 0 
- - . 

British Telecom were hoping 
to have Desert Direct, B 
cut-price reverse charge fal! 
sywem, working from Sa& 
Arabia to the United Kinpaem 
byDecanber15.cpllswiUbe limited to ten minutes, and #ill 

be charged to the UK number 
at the reduced rate of €1.15 a 
minute. 
Both BT and Mercury 

systems are designed to prevent 

. . I 

4 
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0 . 0  

SSAFA pmvided SS,m free 
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in the Gulf to enable them to 
& traditional seasonal greet- 
ings to their loved ones at 
home. 
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I 
M W y d  and wife Paul and Bellnda 

both sergeants serving in 
21 1 (Wessex) Field Hospitai. have each 
r W e d  Lord Lieutenaqt'sCertkalesfor where she mer and married Paul. In 1987 
outstanding service to the Territorial they were posted together to the new 
Army. Bellnda joined the QARANC (V) in Taunton detachment which they have 
1979. enlisting with 21 1 Fd  has^ in Exeter develomd into a successful subunit. 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Long-serving 
gets another I 

* * * * * *  'I e c 

c 

Wicky 
nedal 

c 
c 
c 
CLCPl wcky .Ion.+ 
+:(right) Mned the A n y  in 
e1949 as a boy bugler in 
cttw, Herefordshire Light 

Infantry. Forty-one years 
*later. and 57 years old 

this month, Wcky has 
*teen presented with the 
CBEM. Now serving with 
CHQ Sqn of the Royal 
e Monmouthehire Royal * Engineers (Militia). he 
*has a rare lalem as a 
cbugler and has played at 

countless pageants and * military occasions all wer 
ethe world. 
C W h  also holds the 
+UN Kdrean War Medal. 
ethe British Korean War 
*Medal, and the TA and 
CVoluntaer Reserve Long 

Service Medal with bar. * When the TA reorganised in 1967 he reverted to * 
*private from the rank of corporal to continue his* 
C ServiM). and has Since turned down promotion many C 
+times to remain with the Bugles and Corps of Drums. C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '2 
Cpl Tlm Hughaa (right) of D Coy, 5 
RRF from Bury was the fastest 
military mpetitor at the sponsored 
individual cornpetinion on the 
Krypton Factor N course at 
Holmmm Moor. LancS. His team 
was the fastest and received 
trophies from N presenter Gor- 
don -a. me ~ r m y  Benevolent 
Funa was one of the mneficiaries. 



:urlls In the 
ed to & un 
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CURED DELIVER ‘w I 
aboM 20 per cent mom 
Minisuy of Lkfence mail - 
flnssi&d from top smct 
downwards - to the 
Golf crisis. 

They are currently flying out 
an ema 1,ooo1b of dpssiGed 
m a m i d a w e e k t o S a u d i  
Arpbisr while about ZW,W 
items are dealt with tpebday at 
the dcpt in St Giks Court, 

Navy rdicumn, 42 defeacc 
cvluk, and dvil EwmrLts, 

who son out the ml. 
Col Cash likens his depart- 

ment m “the heart that pumps 
the blood of the MOD.” 

He explained: “Many people 
ssy that &e hiinistry lives on 
pper. If you can call paper the 
blood of the MOD thm you can 
classify us as the hean.” 

He said the Gulf crisis had 
considerably inem.4 their 
workload and his s&, who 
were working long how, were 
loyal and devoted. 

Mai s a d  k e y ,  who Lmh 
after the military side of the 
operation, said: 

“In 1985 the Defence 
Courier service asswed the 
responsibility for the civil 

Imssca%asandFaw.lregws, 

military equivalent of the 
Queen’s Messenger Service and 
enjoy d~plomatic ’ 
under the Vienna 

Whi le  the  Queen’s 
Messengers are responsibk fm 
the movemepr of d&p 
mail from the Fo~ei@ 
Commonwealth Office to 
ovcstas embassies, consulates 

conrius deliver classitied isms 
for the MOD to its locations 
worldwide for the three 
SeFviCs. 

vpclrndes for the prestigious 
courier iobs are much 
sought-after. Candidates face a 
srringent Sdcction procedure 
which can take up to a year. 
The attraction is the 
opportunity of foreign travel. 

Destinations that are 
regularly visited include 

Belize, Falkland Islands, 
Brunei, Cyprus and Gibraltar. 
‘Spdals’  could be anywhere at 
any time. The tasks are 
$located hps a .share so that of exotic every places. courier 

Col Cash said that previous 
military experience was 

and high EonrmisgiolLs, defence 

Italy, Gumany, America, Btlgium, Hons pormgal, Krmg, 

on which we can capiwfisc. I t  is 
especially useful when people 
try to insist on seeing what they 
are canying and they have m 
penuade them it is not 
possible.” 

While Army and Royal Air 
Force deliveries of classified 
items may be relatively easy, 
Royal Navy ships can be a 
problem to reach, espdnuy 
when they have been diverted 
un0;PeftcdY 

But the couriers and 
mease~gers - like the man on 
the Milk Tray advertknmt - 
are alwa~rs rewxcdid, and Wre 
the Ponv ExFnrss. the mail 

ptpcrioc. 

something of6 hybrid. We have 
two scpante, but very d&y 
working together, systems. 
The@ thue was iniw 
resislllnaonbothsideabaDuK 
they did not kwa much about 
each orher, the co-oprstion 
betweeamilirpry*acfcivilipn 
staff is now ‘ay good.” 

Thetwompindcptmncn$ 
are the MOD mail service mud 
theDefemcouriersaviee. 
vans CplIkt d times a 

day - in a secme link - all the 
mail &om the 21 htoD h o w  
in London. There is always a 
tcam CUI 24-how rtondby at 
MOD Main Building. 

They sloo wllcct from a 
tewinal at RAF Brim Narton, 
from several bases on the South 
Coast, and there issnighrlyrun 

“It is fair to say wc are stil l  
., 

ow Wlodlatyour 
4t3a Lw‘ write for 

Herlr AL4 4tW. 

&me ................................................................. 
Address ............................................................... 

................................................ Tel ...................... 
Pleore state ww partlcular requiremenh below: 

............................................................................. 

L ............................................................................. - --.- - -- - --- -- - 
10 

There is a post 1 amwMumy(M),lnchargeotthe 
mom which acts as London Courtw Terminal, and R O W  
aninterfacebetween N.vv po1l-n Ken Rodwm who 
M ~ D  mail and the 
Post ORii. ?e current When it is suspected that the 
budget for posting Royal Mail system is being abused, mail is 
is fS70,000, a reduction on last intercepted. “Policing” 
year’s sum. inquiries start at a very high 
Wherever possible second kvel in the department from 

class mail is used. There is also w%h the item originated. 
a ‘‘policing’’ system to k k  Employed on more sensiuve 
that official mail is what it work BIT the defence couriers, 
claims to he - and not who are all e~-d&cr 01 
Christmas cards, corps e X - w m t  officers from the 
magazines, and so on. three Services. They are the 

doale with ahip Inall 

must Within gei thmig~~.  the UK . there is a 

similar messenger ni-smict 

ensure that secrets moved by 
private firms under contract to 
theMoDarecarriedinasmur 

11 

system operating. Coluiers also 

manner. 



WlLLYO &3 IAY THE PRICE OF A BMW 
STILL NOT OWN ONE? 

/ 

And to think you’d scanned all the brochures, d- d tha rosd tests 

Well, firmlsh. 
And now you find you can drive away a BMW 3’16 for €8.774. 

and fmally reached a firm decision. 
’ 

1 - - ---- - - - - - - --- - -- --- - - - - -- - - - - - 
To BMW (GBJ Ltd. Tourist and Diplomatic Selss, I 

I 
I Please send me information on: I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

1 70 Park Lane, London WlY 3TE. Telephone: 07l401 p66 

I 3 Series 0 5 Series 0 7 Series 0 Motorcycles 

I 0 RHD 0 LHD 0 Delivery UK 0 Delivery Germany 
I 

J I  
SLR I 

U ‘SURNAME 

I I  
I 

I I 1 I 
I 

I ,  
1 ADDRESS 

TELEWONEHOHE 

PRICE FOR BMW 3le IZDRI MI\NUAL DELIVERY MUNICH A 1  2 %Wit 

Op Granby 
f am i I ies 
THE Army is bdng seen at its 
caring fwat possibL best by conditions ensuring pre- the 

vail back in Germany for the 
f d c a  of soldiers deployed in 
the Gulf‘, niw J d e r  
orittims. 
As Mnj John Hnrcuss, SO2 

01 (PS) at Verden HQ 1st 
Armonred Division, e x p k i i ~ L  
“Tile main priority after 
getting 7 Armoured Brigade 
amywustomsurewe 
g o i n g t o l o s e t h e  
home.” 

Granby vpdous nsv conces- 
sions and enbw&m@ were 

After s&krs Idt l%r o p  

ons on new 

wives of I2ommdw ‘ oftifus 
in the Gulf and representatives 
of wim’ clubs were 

~ ~ t i o n  centtes with r&- 
able news from the Gulf; 

6 Exchange of videos with 
family activities on film 
mamd for recordks of life 
on 6 Gfanby; 

. 

*Wider choice d W 
activities, inch* drp Md 
nigilt ckmts, outiw, cmd wen 
kssons in .22 rifle SbWiig; 

b k l e t s  listing where to 
go fa which Services; 

Regimental magazines 
with news from Germany Sent 
to the Gulf; 

Manper  to help wives 
move into new married 
quprtm; 

.Home start service for 
wives whose uus break down - 
with minor repairs tnken on - 
just a phone call away; 

A telephone room where 
wiyes can spzak in comfort and 
IxivpEy; 

0 A mini flat for emergency 
USe; 
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Capt Peter Smith, Families but we always fmd a soluuon. wives helping the leas expa’i- 
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On Parade 
Which of these handsome runners UNITU) KINGDOM Mazda Cars FFXEPOST ND 1507, Tax Free Sales 

77 Mount Ephraim, TmbridgeNUs Kent ll4 86s. 
Telephooe: 0892 511877. 

rt GmbH, Boschstrasse 15.49W Herford- 
Diebmck Telephone: 05221 3958. 

BELGIUM: pod Autos Chaussee de 
Bruxelies 1894 7458 Maisieres. 

Telephone: 06572 8836. 

'Reds' - -  
3 d w r  hatch? The hell b& 
4dOOr saloon? 

Every one's a winner! 
There's a choice of three 
brand new 16valve engine4 
from 1.3 to 1.8 litres (the 1.8G 

join 

Force 
- the 
PARCELFORCE is deliver- 
ing - to the ~orces me 
stnkmg red vans and 
aircraft are now taking HM 
Forces parcels overseas at 
special rates 

There are two rate$ - 
standard, takmg five work- 
ing days to most destina- 
lmns at c w l m  rates; and 
econciny, the lower oost 
option, which can take 
between two and six weeks 
to cettrun destin&ns 

A red leamet avariab!e af 
all Post Offices and BFPOs 
gives ail the n v  
informatmn clearly A letter 
rate leaflet is also worth 
studylng 

A freephone hotline has 
been a up to deal Wlth 
Gulf postal queries me 
number is o800-224466 

can spring from 0-6Oin 8.2 
seconds). AU three bodv sMes offer class leadine internal 
space; & stronger andsd& and shine with i e k i n g  
coats of special paintwork Equipment includes power 
steering on all models and elechic windows power mof and 
elecbic minors on most. 

'1 

Own a winner yourself. Take one for a canter. and we'll back vow selection 1 
with attractive finance and a three year wananty! 

Please send me a lull i n l o n a h  pack. I.m interested in 121 0 323 0 626 0 U-7 0 MXS 0 Don't know 0 
MNK& NAME 

CONTACT ADDRESS 

A n  you Wing ua: B d  htothoaun 
n SOLDIER'S otflm. Front, AnneArmatrong, Jury Kmnnd of TNT Exp&, WO2 Jerry B m n .  and nna 
Foulger wlth 8017 Chrlstoopher; mu, Wdlne Wllla d SOLDIER, EWne Lythm, Joyce l3d)el)wood md OlH Town The new Rover. The new GTi. 

Tax Book bonanza tips, 
free members ofSQLDIERSafl 

aet abwt o!gafddng a 
cdleclion. Then a phone 
aril mulled in "the two 
Jenys" pining the cause - 
and a diapstoh to the Gulf 
'waa U d e r  way. 
w 2  Jnry man, of 

.the Logislic Executive 
(MY) '- - iob 
imlves the loading of 
sh@ - and Mr Jew 
Kennard, of TNT Express. 
freely gave their services to 
transport the wnsignment 

chain reaction. of wives and families, to to Marchwood to catch the 

was that details of special and magazines to send to In contrast to the heat of 
Gulf postage rates were soldiers in the Gulf. the Gulf. it was a cold damp 
circulated to all post offices Wives of men serving morning when I met 33 
(see story elsewhere on with 22 and 33 Field Field Hospital wives who 
this page). Hospital. Aldershot, and were enjoying a coffee 

One immediate result launch an appeal for books November 25 seiling. 

morning In an otherwise 
descwted Aldershot camp. 

The llrwp agned the 
mail swvica had so far 
been very g w d  - but at 
f15 for ten minutes the 
Eost of telephone calls horn 
the Gull was a wmy. 

Local M e  had been 
exmnely kind, with gener- 
ous donations for their 
children's Christmas party 
- crisps and cola from 
Nurdln and Peawck, cake 
from Safeways, gccdie 
bags from Woolworths, 
mince pies and drinks from 
Naafi, biscuits from Bods 
and paper cups and 
napkins fmm W H SmRh. 

0 I spoke to the Ministry 
of Defence, who were 
aware of the diffiarlties 
concerning cost and delays 
of phone calls betwean the 
Gulf and GermanyNK. 
Various schemes were 
being discussed with Brit- 
ish Telecom and Mercury 
and resuns were expected. 
More details in Page 5. 

15 

WIVES of soldiers serving 
in the GUil and w h e r e  
have s p a W  a hint effotl 
to solve a communication 
problem - and make those 
quiet hours In the desert 
less bleak. 

When Joyce Bellwwd, 
whose husband is sewing 
wi!h 22 Field Ambulance, 
wrote to me about the high 
postage rates for sending 
much-needed bwks and 
magazines to husbands in 
*+e Middle East. it set off a 

PROBLEMS Ot Sewice- 
men meking the tmnal- 
lion to clviihn R h  w e n  
hl@hHghtd in e lycMt 
EBC TV Advlce Shop 
m-. 
ing and atarilng a 
budneae. Some SOP 
vlceman have had to 
Ilve wlth e fellad buai- 
nasa. 

The inland R m n w  
her published an easy- 

taining Intormation on 
what the lax office will 
n w d  horn you - such 
ea bmlneu recorda, 
the tu con..qu.mu 
of havlng e buaineu 
partner, clrimlng U- 
pansee againet tu end 
your rlghta H y w  
dlugma wHh the tax 
bin. 

able trom the Inland 
RWm4W. 

% O M  In0lUd.d hou, 

to-- booWet Con- 

F r N  copk. IVOIC 

_I_-..- 

THE N E W  ROVER 216 GTI 

Another response was 
for SOLDIER, with the nelp 

Q 
{OV E I; HOTLINE 

0367 241225 
SCE Lrd. 

FREEPOST. Faringdon. 
nxon S N ~ I B R  

Let's follow lead of the Irish - 
WE could take a leaf out of The pack provided by the 
an Irish bwk when it Irish Defence Forces for 
comes to providing an families of personnel serv- 
information pack for the ing in Unlted Nations 
British families of soldiers Peacekeeping Forces is 
w i n g  in the Gulf. the besr I have seen. 

T , I K  F R E E  
5 c E 

When I showed it to 
British Army wives they 
agreed it could form a very 
useful basis for a similar 
series aimed et families of 
Gulf tmrsonnel. 

U 
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ZlPPO LIGHTERS 
ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH 
YOUR REGIMENTAL CREST 

The original petrol 0 windproof lighters. 

Guaranteed for l i fe or 
repaired free of charge. 

Delivered duty paid UK 
or duty free overseas. ’ Minimum engraved 
order 50 

Also available. Zippo Camouflage Lighters, Knives, Keyholders 
and Writing Instruments- no minimum order requirement, 
For full details on how to obtain Zippo lighters engraved with 
your Regimental Crest send your name and address to: 
............................................................................. 

W A INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD., 36 HERTFORD ST, LONDON W1 
Pleasesend me full detailsaboul howtoobtainzippo lightersengraved 
with my Regimental Crest. 

NAME ................................................................................... 
ADDRESS ............................................................................ 
............................................................................................... 

iforget you 

Please Remember 
A donation, a covenant, a legacy or through 

the Payroll Giving Scheme to The Army 
Benevolent Fund will help soldiers, 

ex-soldiers and their families in distress 

THE ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND 
DEPTS 41 WEEN’S GATE, LONDON SW7 5HR 

I 

THE 
QUALITY CHOICE 
900 in ject ion from f8895 
900 T u r b o  from f10595 
9OOOi Series f r o m  f11450 
9000 CD Series f r o m  f11795 

SAAH 9011OS iiltrrl will, optmnal rear spoiler 

Please send me the Id t r s t  Saab price5 Name Initids K.ink 
and inlotmation 

SAAB 9OOi 16 Turbo 0 
9000; 0 Turbo 0 9000 CD 0 
Please enclose details oi your  
l lrxible iinance package f 0 DM 0 

-____--___---___________________________ x- 
Address 

Work Telrphone Homr 

SAAB EXPORT . 77 PICCADILLY . L O N D O N  W1V OAY 

Telephone - 071 409 0990 

A shepherd 
moves with 
his flock 
Members of Arthritis Care in 
South West Scotland may 
have been wondering where 
their regional organiser, Peter 
Clapton, has got to. He has 
been missing for the past few 
months. 

The answer is fust Germany, 
secondly Saudi Arabia. 

Peter, a hill farmer from 
Balbeg, Straiton, Ayrshire, was 
on his TA annual camp (he is a 
former Scots Guardsman who 
belongs to Central Volunteer 
Headquarters) when the Gulf 
crisis developed. 

Because the TA exercise was 
cancelled, he was switched to 
work as a staff officer on Op 
Granby. His job was connected 
with the formation of the Force 
Maintenance Area - at the port 
where all the ships have been 
unloading. 

Someone said, jokingly, that 
he should move with them and 
he took them at their word. 

When the staff of the FMA 
arrived in Saudi Arabia Maj 
Peter Clapton, Scots Guards 
(right), was with them. 

“I thought I could afford a 
little more time away from the 
farm,” he said. “The sheep and 
cows are very good at looking 
after themselves.” 

Peter keeps rare belted 
Galloways and was pleased to 
hear from home that he was 
going back to two new calves. 

Before leaving for the TA 
annual camp Peter, who has 
been working for Arthritis 
Care, a national charity, for 
about ten years, was in the 
process of forming new 
branches at Stranraer and 
Troon. He’ll he pitching into 
this task when he gets hack. 

He will have some explaining 
to do, however, to his wife, 
Sarah, and their three children. 
He was only expected to be 
away a fortnight! 

I 1 

I 

c 
9 
1 : a 
5 
E 

Fly lngfsrawel l :Awaveto the ._~~~ .~~_~  ~~ ~ ~~~ ~~~~~ ~ ~~~~~, ~~.~ ~~ 

lifetime’s ambltlon by being taken on a flight Ins Spinlre. During the hali-hoir spin from Leavesden 
Airfield, near Watford, the aircraft, owned by Mr Richard Parker, rolled and looped the loop. Gen 
Pascoe ratlred on December 27 to be succeeded by Gen Sir Davld Ramsbotham. 

M Jlf 

Regiment puts Bill in the picture 
On November 8, 1917 at Hui 
in Palestine, 181 officers and 
men of the Warwickshire and 
Worcestershire Yeomanry 
Regiments carried out what 
was to be one of the last 
classic cavalry charges. 

Over a distance of almost 
1,SLUI yards, against artillery 
and machine-guns, they over- 

ran the enemy positions and 
routed a massively superior 
force of almost 2,000 troops. 

Seventy-three years on, one 
of the men who took part in the 
charge was honoured by the 
successor regiment, The 
Queen’s Own Mercian 
Yeomanry, at a special lunch in 
Coventry. 

~~ 

M r  Bill Wood, formerly of 
the Warwidtshire Yeomanry, 
received a copy of the Lady 
Butler painting immortalising 
the achievement. It was 
presented to him on behalf of 
the QOMY by Maj Cecil Weir, 
squadron leader of the regim- 
ent’s Warwickshire and Wor- 
cestershire Squadron. 

Immortality 
for hero of 
Dewsbu ry 
The bravery of the only 
Victoria Cross holder from 
Dewsbury, Yorkshire, may be 
immortalised by the naming of 
a road &er him. 

Sgt John William Ormsby, 
King’s Own Yorkshire Light 
Infantry, fought his bravest 
battle on April 14, 1917 when 
he dashed through heavy 
machinegun fire to capture an 
important enemy position. 

When the only surviving 
officer was wounded he took 
command, organised his new 
position and held the line until 
relieved. 

Members of the family still 
live in the Dewsbury area and 
many male descendants are 
named after him. Especially 
proud is grandson LCpl John 
Yarrow, who joined C Com- 
pany of the 8th (Yorkshire) 
Battalion, The Light Infantry 
when it was raised in 1986. 

He and his commanding 
officer, Lt Col Christopher 
Deedes, have visited the King’s 
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 
Museum in Doncaster, where 
his great-grandfather’s medals 
are on display. 
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Pascoe ratlred on December 27 to be succeeded by Gen Sir Davld Ramsbotham. 

M Jlf 

Regiment puts Bill in the picture 
On November 8, 1917 at Hui 
in Palestine, 181 officers and 
men of the Warwickshire and 
Worcestershire Yeomanry 
Regiments carried out what 
was to be one of the last 
classic cavalry charges. 

Over a distance of almost 
1,SLUI yards, against artillery 
and machine-guns, they over- 

ran the enemy positions and 
routed a massively superior 
force of almost 2,000 troops. 

Seventy-three years on, one 
of the men who took part in the 
charge was honoured by the 
successor regiment, The 
Queen’s Own Mercian 
Yeomanry, at a special lunch in 
Coventry. 

~~ 

M r  Bill Wood, formerly of 
the Warwidtshire Yeomanry, 
received a copy of the Lady 
Butler painting immortalising 
the achievement. It was 
presented to him on behalf of 
the QOMY by Maj Cecil Weir, 
squadron leader of the regim- 
ent’s Warwickshire and Wor- 
cestershire Squadron. 

Immortality 
for hero of 
Dewsbu ry 
The bravery of the only 
Victoria Cross holder from 
Dewsbury, Yorkshire, may be 
immortalised by the naming of 
a road &er him. 

Sgt John William Ormsby, 
King’s Own Yorkshire Light 
Infantry, fought his bravest 
battle on April 14, 1917 when 
he dashed through heavy 
machinegun fire to capture an 
important enemy position. 

When the only surviving 
officer was wounded he took 
command, organised his new 
position and held the line until 
relieved. 

Members of the family still 
live in the Dewsbury area and 
many male descendants are 
named after him. Especially 
proud is grandson LCpl John 
Yarrow, who joined C Com- 
pany of the 8th (Yorkshire) 
Battalion, The Light Infantry 
when it was raised in 1986. 

He and his commanding 
officer, Lt Col Christopher 
Deedes, have visited the King’s 
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 
Museum in Doncaster, where 
his great-grandfather’s medals 
are on display. 
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Drills shine through 
a short-lived crisis 
FORCES in the Gulf breathed 
a huge sigh of relief after a 
full-scale chemical warfare alert 
was called following the launch 
of Scud missiles by Iraq, and 
SOLDIER was there to share 
the heart-stopping experience. 

Writer Laurie Manton and 
photographer Mike Weston 
were, at the time of the alert, 
living under field conditions 
with a British Army higher 
formation at a desert location in 
Eastern Saudi Arabia as the 
drama unfolded. 
Military intelligence experts 

monitoring satellite pictures of 
the region and AWAC early- 
warning radar aircraft gave 
notification that a number of 
missiles had been fued and a 
warning was flashed through- 
out the Gulf as troops were put 
through various stages of alert. 

At SOLDIER'S location, the 
formation was ordered into the 
highest level of chemical 
warfare alert and troops donned 
full IPE (Individual Protective 
Equipment), the fust time in 
decades that the British Army 
had kitted up for real in re- 
sponse to such a threat. 

For years, especially in 
BAOR, the British Army has 
practised its NBC drills and 
training paid off the moment 
the klaxon horns sounded a 
warning. From every direction, 
the yells of "Gas-Gas-Gas!" 
could be heard as the troops put 
on their respirators. 

The headquarters complex 
under cam bristled with activity 
as duties were allocated. 
NAIAD and other teams were 
deployed to monitor con- 
tamination levels and report on 
their fmdings. Signallers and 
watchkeepers in the armoured 
command vehicles adjusted 
their headsets and continued to 
provide communications de- 
spite the difficulties of operat- 
ing in full IPE. 

Men not assigned to specific 
duties remained under cover 
and waited. The worst imagin- 
able scenario faced the troops 
but there was no sign of panic 
as they faced the nightmare of 
chemical warfare without 
faltering. Calm professionalism 
and dedication to duty shone 
through. 

Two rapid-response motor 
cycle-borne posties were de- 
livering urgent dispatches and 
t8 

How Brltlsh newspapbrs reported the Scud "altack" 

mails at the time of the alert 
and they attached themselves to 
a Geld detachment of 1 PC R e p  
RE where mail continued to be 
sorted despite the restrictions. 

Three men crewing a massive 
Challenger armoured repair 
and recovery vehicle were at 
their posts awaiting the call to 
provide REME support. They 
were from a Forward Recov- 
ery Group of 7 Armoured 
Workshop REME and their 
vehicle was aptly named 

Troops everywhere were 
showing that quality and 
looking after their comrades 

charity. 

through the buddy-buddy 
system. In the headquarters, a 
computer screen flashed with a 
message indicating that the 
missile firing had been a test, 
The alert state could now be 
lowered. 

Three men sat quietly in an 
exposed position on the desert 
sand. Two were observers who 
stared intently at their col- 
league - LCpl Woody Wood- 
land, R Signals, who had 
volunteered to carry out the 
sniff test. 

A detachment commander 
with 21 Signal Regiment (Air 
Support) attached to an 

element of the Support Heli- 
copter Force, LCpl Wood- 
land's was the job no one 
envied. To check for the 
presence of gas vapours, he 
broke the seal of his respirator 
and sniffed gently for ten 
seconds before reseallng his 
mask. 

Five minutes later he 
repeated the operation. If he 
suffered no ill effects, a report 
was passed to the local 
commander who signalled it up 
the chain of command. 

All over the desert, man and 
machines were sniffing the 
atmosphere. Results were 
analysed and f d l y  an order 
was issued to stand down. 
Respirator and noddy suit 
could be removed. 

Normal duties resumed and 
those who were free made 
themselves and their chums a 
and well-earned cup of tea. 

When the chips were down, 
training took over and the 
British squaddie did his duty. 
SOLDIER was proud to have 
been a fmt-hand witness. 

GIANT VIPER 

Abow - Latest recruit to joln the Desert Rats Is Jeremy the 
Jerboa, slgned up tor the duratlon by 21 Engr Ragt and 
plctured here wlth Spr lan Andrews 
Rlght - A combat engineer tractor smashes through a 
dehnsive sandbank 

Glent V lpr  smlla out over a desart mlneflald and (Insat) detonates spectacularly to clear a passage for the ORlH tanks (below rlght) 

I 

CLEARS THE WAY ~ 

FOUR Giant Viper mine 
clearance devices provided a 
spectacular climax to a full- 
scale demonstration by combat 
engineers in the Saudi Arabian 
desert. 

A 200m-long cord, six inches 
in diameter and packed with a 
ton of high explosive, is fved 
across a minefield and deton- 
ated on the surface. 

The ensuing explosion des- 
troys mines along a path 20ft 
wide and the length of two 
football pitches, leaving a clear 
route for tanks and armoured 
personnel carriers. 

The sappers of 21 Engineer 
Regiment were demonstrating 
their capabiliv to breach Iraqi 
defences around Kuwait should 
they be called upon to do so. 

Intelligence reports indicate 
that Iraq has lined the border 
with defences that include 
anti-tank ditches and "berms" 
(high sandbanks) that protect 
defenders. 

The sappers moved up a 
number of combat engineer 

tractors (CETs) to clear a berm. 
The versatile tracked vehicles 
made short work of the 
sandbank, pushing sand into an 
anti-tank ditch to provide a 
bridge. 

Some of the larger ditches 
were traversed by the Chieftain 
bridgelayer or Armoured Vehi- 
cle Launched Bridge (AVLB). 
Others were fded with fascines 
- bundles of heavyweight 
plastic tubing over which the 
following vehicles drive. 

Once breached or bridged, 
the obstacles were quickly 
surmounted by QRIH Chall- 
enger main battle tanks and 
Warriors of 1 Staffords. 

I 

I '  



1 
WO2 (Master Baker) Peter Kln! 



How the 
Warrior 
Angels 

a 

, ,.,,. ." , .~. , 



Cpi Bob Wilding (second 
from left) in the door of a 
Puma with (from left) Fg otf 
Andy Turner, Fg OIT Andy 
Palmer and Fit Lt Richard 
Holmes, all of 230 (Tiger) 

their pilots on the condition of 
the patients. 

Said a pilot: “It is up to the 
medic to tell me what is wrong 
with the passengers because 
that helps me to decide how to 
fly the aircraft. 

“There could be cases in 
traction and you wouldn’t want 
to jink at all but fly smooth and 
straight. 

“On the other hand another 
patient might be losing blood so 
you may have to make a harsh, 
fast flight to get him attention 
as quickly as possible.” 

Lt Col Paddy Magee, CO of 
24 Airmobile Field Ambulance. 

nr 

Ptarmiaan’s a I r --. 
“STATE OF THE ART” is an 
overworked phrase but in the 
eyes of the US Marine Corps 
communications experts there 
is no better way to describe 

The British secure system 
has made an outstanding 
impression on Americans in the 
Gulf and nowhere is it 
appreciated more than on a 
hillside in the north of Eastern 
Province, Saudi Arabia. 

There, overlooking the clus- 
ter of camouflaged vehicles and 
tents which make up the 
headquarters of the 1st US 
Marine Division, are two 
unobtrusive box body lorries 
. . . SASiMC or secondary 
access switch and message 
centre and a radio relay. 

When SOLDIER called they 
were manned by 2nd Lt Ken 
Russell’s detachment of 1 
Squadron, 1st Armoured Divi- 

ptarmigan. 
winner 7- 

I f ‘  sion Signal Regiment, though it 
was difficult to be sure  just who 
was in occupation as three 
Marines and a signalman were 
spending an off-duty spell 
playing cards at a table under 
the cam net. 

“We get on just fine,” said 
Gunnery Sgt Hector Adorno, a 
big Californian serving in 
Comms Coy, HQ 1 “Mardiv”. 

The cordial Anglo-American 
relationship was vouched for by 
Cpl “Kitch” Kitchener, who 
repairs any technical faults, 
LCpl Simon Meadowcroft and 
Signalmen Craig Walker, Dean 
Bird and Taff Elston, the 
generator king. 

Confirmation of the Marines’ 

high regard for W g a n  came 
from Capt Tim Phillips, liaison 
oficer from Mardiv’s com- 
munications electronics YE- 

Lt Col Paddy Magee 

A MILESTONE in British 
Army and Royal Air Force co- 
operation has been reached on a 
busy airfield in Eastern 
Province, Saudi Arabia, where 
combat medical technicians of 
the Royal Army Medical Corps 
are being integrated into the 
Support Helicopter Force 
which backs up the 7th 
Armoured Brigade. 

The men belong to Collect- 
ing Troop, 24 Airmobile Field 
Ambulance, normally stationed 
at Catterick. 

From both sides of the fence 
the experiment is looking 
highly promising. 

For Collecting Troop the 
voyage to the Gulf began on the 
M5. Two coach loads of 
personnel from 24 Airmobile 
Field Ambulance were heading 
for adventurous training at 
Tenby, Wales, when a police 
car signalled them to halt. 

“We thought we were being 
stopped for speeding,” said Lt 
Stuart Campbell, who com- 
mands the troop, “but it turned 
out that a police helicopter had 
been asked to find us and 
directed a road patrol to tell us 
we were wanted elsewhere.” 

Reinforced by members of 
19 Field Ambulance from 
24 

Pumas will probably be used 
to take ammunition and stores 
to the forward area carrying 
underslung loads. 

On the way up to the front 
the RAMC men will act as 
observers, watching from the 
window on one side of the 
aircraft while the crewman 
watches from the other. 

“Though we have electronic 
devices to detect threats, a lot 
of work still has to be done with 
the Mark I Eyeball,” said 
Flying Officer Palmer. 

Medical technicians will be 
ready to press the buttons 
which drop flares to decoy 
heat-seeking ground-to-air 
missiles. 

For the extraction of 
wounded, the seats have been 
removed from the rear of the 
Pumas and harnesses attached 
to a loop of wire on the floor 
where seven casualties and their 
equipment can be carried. 

Sgt Jimmy Smyth RAMC 
“We live, work and eat with the 
Puma crews. We get briefed 
with them in the crew briefing 
room, pick up safety and 
survival kits there, NBC 
clothing and bleeper vest and 
go when they go.” 

During operations the 

says his men get regular clinical 
training within the unit and 
understand trauma life 
support. 

“Since they’ve been training 
with helicopters for two years, 
it seemed sensible to allot this 
particular role to them. It is 
unique - and probably the most 
intimate RAF and Army 
integrated deployment in the 
whole of Operation Granby.” 

The colonel sums up the 
quality of his men in a few 
words - “they’re airframe 
comoatible . . . airframe 

tion. 
“We need the Ptanniean 

Colchester, 24 Field Am- 
bulance assembled at Saigh- 
ton Camp, near Chester, 
and a Puma flew in to help 
in the training programme. 

When they arrived in the 
Gulf, Collecting Troop 
moved to an airfteld where 
the Pumas of the Support 
Helicopter Force were con- 
centrating, their “pink” 
desert camouflage in 
marked contrast to the dark 
black-green livery of the 
United States Marine Corps 
aircraft. 

They promptly began 
training to become the 
fourth member of a Puma’s 
crew - the others being the 
pilot, co-pilot and crewman. 

The soldiers have since 
won warm praise from the 
fliers. 

interface because it gives a 
state-of-the-art digital com- 
munications system so we can 
contact the British brigade 
attached to us using either fax, 
data or voice capability. 

“Ptarmigan gives them a 
unique capability . . . I’m sort 
of envious . . . I wish we had 
this system. It allows them to 
pick up the phone while they’re 
on the move and taUt covert 
(secure speech) to anyone in 
their directory.” 

The American system, 
though sophisticated, is not 
considered as comprehensive. 

When Brig-Gen James 
Myatt, Commander 1 Mardiv, 
leaves his tactical command 
post to direct operations funher 
afield Maj David Limb of the 
Parachute Regiment accompa- 
nies his staff in a Land Rover 
fitted with SCRA - single 
channel radio access - enabling 
him to maintain contact with 
7 Bde while on the move. 

In simple terms it is like 
having a secure car phone. 

Maj Limb is also an integral 
part of 1 Mardiv. 

“We have three British teams 
Turn to nextpage 
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frierhy.” 
Co l  J o h n  T i n s l e v ,  System travels well . .  

Commander Medical, HQ 
British Forces Middle East: 
“The Pumas are fundamental 
to medical plans. In this 
particular theatre where the 
road systems found in Western 
Europe don’t exist, they are 
essential in the task of 
evacuating casualties requiring 
urgent operations. 

“The rest of the medical 
support is on the ground. The 
arrival of the Pumas has made 
us confident the medical plan is 
ready to go and will enable us to 
do the maximum amount for 
the greatest number of 
soldiers.” 

OP GRANBY has led to 
Ptarmigan being deployed 
outside BAOR for the fust 
time. 

By the time 7 Armd Bde was 
operational Ptarmigan was 
being used by more than 1,000 
people and about 100 mobile 
phones were in service. 

Maj Scott Ewing, OC 1 Sqn 1 
Armed Div HQ and Signal 
Regiment, said that although 
lessons were being learned and 
re-learned in the desert the 
principles were the same as 
those applying in the Second 

World War. One of the biggest 
problems was keeping the 
equipment operating in a 
hostile environment. 

“It’s like working with an 
abrasive . . . everything wears 
out quickly, tyres, the soles of 
your boots, generators . . . I ’  

To counter this every item is 
being kept meticulously clean. 
Vacuum cleaners have been 
purchased locally to ensure the 
box bodies which house 
delicate equipment can be 
cleaned without dust being 
raised by brooms. 

Flying Officer Andy LCpi Ste.. YII.I.O rullecting 
Palmer, Puma crewman: Troop, 24 Alrmoblie Fd Amb 
“Unlike our own medics the 
troops are all trained to work in their advice is invaluable. 
the field rather than a medical “They fly on every trip we 
centre . . . on the floor of a make. Everywhere we go they 
helicopter, the middle of the go. As we are not always going 
desert, anywhere. to be carrying casualties they 

“Though all aircrew receive are getting a quick make-ee 
medical training we have learn-ee on how to be a crew 
nothing like the expertise of member, and they’re doing 
these combat med techs, so very well.” 
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Ptarrn ig an 
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here. one is WtJdng in tB+ 
diviriemal HQ Bp8 P m m a 6 ~  
of the Intclligeecce 4. 

“Anorher is the signals 
detachment providing the Pur- 
*link to 7 Bde in the h id  
and €0 cvay other &it& unit 
hur, Amby and RAF. 

“The third teamis the lioicsn 
oflticar (that’s me) and my 
siplkr with d0y-w 
day liaison and planning.” 
Tbe Bri$i& fosuilwdon 

sceared to be wnsiddk, 
given their smsll n u m b .  

“The Int argrnisDtion have 
hadasieaiticpar impsn on the 
Ins Cell and most d w l y  
Pmmigfa is a great SU(ERPS 
story. Maybe one or MO 
Amedfans are now regretting 
their declsim to buy the 
F& trunk node system,” 

He said the advantage of 
ptswigan m emphasised 
every evening in the desert 
where distances bewcen units 
were great and night travel was 
diffifult. 

“Thnoks to our system the 
Brigode &-of-staff and the 
Cormnaada CM tallr direct to 
altunim fmm the point of enuy 
to the theam right forward on 
a conference 4 that links 
everyone. If’s like holding an 
‘0’ Group by telephom and our 
US friends envy it.” 

From I Mardiv a drive oyera 
flinty ridge led to Little 
20 

Yorkshire. Cpl W i  Rushton 
from Bradfod and LCpl Sid 
Coles from Selby belong to the 
raxe breed of SQldier which 
rnms radio relay stations. 
They am quite happy to Iive 

&e hermits ifnecessnry, two of 
them openatkg a four-touner 
cantaming UHF radio sets and 
s- by 8aialo. 

At Little Yodrshire they had 
the benetit of the mmpany of a 
US Marine detachment and 
were taking the opportuuity to 
promote the mues of their 
home county’s cuisine. 

LCpl Cob, whose grand- 
father was a sappu at Alamun, 
and whose fntbn saved in 

Aden, Bpd sforrd a diplematif 
~ W i t h h i s A m a i C s a  
f r i d  by in&* them to 
sweet minapia. He was proud 
of the fact that heand his chum 
had wed a four-r- to p l l  
one of the vaunted A~CKICM 
“Hummus” out of a slir umch 
o m  dark night. 

Quite a drive away lay 
another vital link in the 
Ptannigan chain. 

At TNnk Node 041 a few 
million puads’ worth of 
equipment was fpKfully con- 
cealed in a quarry. The 
detachment consisted of 25 
men under Lt Philip Wheeler, 
who celebrated SOLDIER’S 

arrival by having a haircut. The 
opuptiam was cnrried out by 
LCpl J a b  Jackson, driver to 
the OC, Maj Smtt E-, and 
appeared to be painless. 

The Trunk Node may be 
Umed to an automatic 
tdephone exchange and passe 
its trafEc by “shots” (radio 
paths) to other nodes to 
distribute. 

The detachment had moved 
in only that day but it was a 
case of business as usual. 

The squadron has spent 
y e a r a ~ i n t h e f o F e x s a f  
Gamany and yet seemed to 
have taken to the desen 
nHlUdly. 

“AND this request,” said the 
American Forces Broadcasting 
DT. “is for the bovs on The 
P&h.” 

The Porch! If it coniures uv 
a vision of a rocking c& on H 
verandah in the Deep South, 
forget it. Mint juleps are out. 

The Porch is a bare slope 
overlooking a scrub-dotted 
plain in Eastern Province, 
Saudi Arabia. 

It is occupied by crack 
American missile troops, expert 
British signalmen and some of 
the most popular cooks ever to 
leave St Omer Barracks, 
Aldershot, home of the Army 
Catering Corps. 

Oh, and there’s a resident 
fox. 

The first British soldiers to 
set foot on The Porch were Maj 
Scott Ewing, OC of 1 
Squadron, 1st Armoured Divi- 
sion Signal Regiment, and Sgt 
Chris Hymas, reconnoitring a 
suitable site for a trunk node 
detachment (roughly, the Ptar- 
migan telephone exchange). 

They found a place all right 
but it was on a rise overlooldng 
the positions of a US Marine 
Corps missile unit which for 
tactical reasons was planning to 
move to the same spot. 

No problem. After a chat it 
was decided that that particular 
bit of desert was big enough for 
both of them. 

When the Marine combat 
engineers dug the new missile 
positions they levelled the 
p u n d  and made scrapes for 
the Signalmen too. 

After that Bravo Battery, 2nd 
Light Anti-Aircraft Missile 
Battalion, did all it could to 
make the British comfortable. 

They provided everything 
from flak jackets to fruit juice 
and arranged for one of the 
excellent American tents to be 
delivered along with its wooden 
floor. 

And they weren’t having the 
best of times themselves. 

The Marines’ cooked rations 
had to travel some distance and 
what with that and the shift 
system being worked, the last 
men to get their food somehow 
lost their appetite. 

They looked in admiration at 
the activities of LCpl Shaun 
Gravett, “ACC attached”, in 
producing three good meals a 
day for more than 20 men. 

Until the unit admin vehicle 

=a takes a break wlth PtelStCiasa Mark Phlppsol the US Merine Corps 

arrived he did it using “compo” 
and two saucepans and a frying 
pan on two electric hot plates. 

When the stoves arrived the 
scene was transformed, npec- 
ially as I00 per cent fresh 
rations became available. 

Node commander Capt Neil 
Dewar saw an opportunity to 
repay some of the kindness 
received. 

He sought and obtained 
official authoritv to feed the 
Marines. 

When SOLDIER arrived. 
British and Americans were 
lunching at Marine-made pic- 

nic tables in the dappled shade 
of a cam net. 

It could have been a bistro in 
one of the more tomd parts of 
the South of France had ir not 
been for the accumulated fxe 
power all round and the rifles 
and respirators. And the 
absence of wine. There was 
cherry juice instead. 

LCpl Gravett was absent sick 
but LCpl Steve Briggs, on loan 
from 21 Signal Regiment, and 
Pte Stewart McMillan were 
serving rissoles and chips 
followed by fruit. 

An impressive dixie was 

bubbling away with stew for 
the evening meal. 

“You’ve got to feed growing 
boys,” said LCpl Briggs, 
looking at a Marine who closely 
resembed the great Joe Louis. 

Messrs Briggs and McMillan 
are now experts at preparing 
hamburgers, the favourite food 
of the USMC. 

American MREs - “meals 
ready to eat” and the equivalent 
of British compo - are also 
going down well. With a desert 
fox. 

He became attached to the 
Turn to nextpage 
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AN OLD Leatherneek 
slsdc the day for a lot of 
sofdiers at B parade to 

wae Red Cross amrbands 
indicating their active smrice 
mk. 

Saudi dignitaries and d o r  
0tfr;erS of the allied forces 
saw the Colours marched on 
to be followed by the c m -  I ’  m o d  rmadw ’ of a massive 

On the 
Porch 

0 From Page 27 
site after Marine LCpl Rodney 
Thomas saw him lurking in the 
shadows and threw him a 
tit-bit. 

The visits became regular 
and when the Marines moved, 
the fox came too. 

They called him al Wahdi 
after the bottled water issued to 
them when they first arrived. 

“He likes everything in the 
MREs except chicken la 
king,” said LCpl Thomas, 
from Jacksonville, Florida. 
Al Wahdi has been known to 

answer to his name, but it may 
be that he merely recognises 
voices as being adsociateh with 
MREs. 

Marines 
celebrate 
birthday 
birthd~y fake under exart. 

Lt  Ceo Wnlter Banner, 
Mprine &rimander in rhe 
Gulf, remind& his men that 
tens of thousands of Marines, 
past and present, had rrk- 
bnted the Corps binhday 
wore thun while ‘“preparing 
for battle”. 

Messsgeo were rend out 
from W&ington and the VS 

Gen Nonnan Schwmkopf. 
Then the pest of honour 

spoke - Lt Gen Gary Lucke, 
cMnmpnder of the US 18th 
Airborae Corps, a stocky 
westhabenten msn, whose 
msny decorations for bravery 
all their own story. 

“I pm d&@ted to be 
lure,“ he said, ‘&cause my . fnthrrwas a Marine. He made 
lanee-co@ . . . seven 
times.” 

Luck senior, it appears, 
w88 like m y  good soi&m, 
fond of “a run ashore*’, 
and accustomed to being 
“kusted”. 

The story went down well. 

L 

(There is an opportunity here 
for any Desert Rats who 
fraternise with a fox - it could be you can’t hang with the big dogs Spites), Battery Commander: been as smooth as silk . . . we 
called Rommel.) on the porch you need to get off “We consider ourselves big dogs haven’t had any logistic, admin 

And the name The Porch? It it.” here. When we found the British or personnel problems. The 
came from First Sgt Fred (Eng trans: If you can’t stand Army wanted to occupy this site Brits are feeding us three high- 
Saldate, since evacuated sick, the heat, get out of the kitchen.) too we worked out the logistics quality meals a day . . . they’re 
whose favourite saying was: “If very welcome on The Porch.” 
28 

LCpl Stephen Briggs and F’te Stewart McMilian Of the ACC feed Amerlcan soldlers 

CaptJeffSpeights(pron0unced and co-ordination issue and it’s 

Brltlsh and Amerlcan soldlen at a Hawk missile ilte In Saudl Arabla. Each warhead contalns 2,500 ballbearings 

BIRD OF PREY 
TWO platoons of Bravo 
Battery, 2nd Light Anti- 
Aircraft Battalion, United 
States Marine Corps, are 
deployed some miles apart in 
Eastern Province, Saudi Ara- 
bia, protecting vital installa- 

One is commanded by the 
dons. 

OC, Capt Jeff Speights, the 
other by his executive officer. 

Each has the same equip- 
ment - two acquisition radars, 
two illuminating tracking 

surfsee-to-air guided 

Arabla have concentrated 
under the protectton of an 
umbralla of slrcrafi and 
missiles. Followtng the 
report (Dec 10 Issue) on 
Patrlot. tha Isteat In US 

radars, a control-vehicle and 
four launchers mounting three 
16ft-long missiles each. 

In each of the pointed 
warheads are 2,500 ballbear- 
ings. 

Aircraft coming within range 
of the proximity fuse are 
blasted from the sky as if a 

giant was using a 12-bore 
shotgun on them. 

Travelling at twice the speed 
of sound after they leave the 
launcher, the missiles have a 
disclosed range of 25 nautical 
miles and can reach targets at 
more than 50,000 ft. 

US Marine Corps defences in 

the Gulf are distributed in 
depth and count on long-range 
surveillance by AWACs and 
other devices to warn of an 
impending attack. 

Capt Speights: “One system 
compliments the other. That’s 
the way Americans do business. 
We like the fighters out there 
up front to take on the initial 
package, split it up, ruin the 
enemy’s game plan, so to 
speak. Then the Patriot, the 
Hawk and the Stinger take him 
on . . . the man on the ground 
with his rifle, if need be.” 

Bravo Battery was on 
exercise in the United States 
when it was mobilised for 
Operation Desert Shield. 

In Capt Speight’s view the 
Hawk is the “No 1 Missile 
system in the world.” 

It is, however, a system that 
has been around and exported 
for 30 years. Today Phase 3 is 
exclusively in the hands of the 
US Army and Marine Corps. 

It is acknowledged to be 
sigruficantly better than Phase 
2, some of which were captured 
by the Iraqis from the 
Kuwaitis. 

The great advantage of 
Imuroved Hawk Phase 3 lies in 
its control “van”. 

From the AWACS and other 
long range surveillance systems 
the Han,k batteries can pick up 
via a digital data link a picture 
of what is going on up to 100 
miles away. They can therefore 
afford to wait as long as 
possible before switching on 
their own radar systems which 
can give away their positions. 
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10 Regiment Group RCT gets to grips with life on . . . 

TO THE Americans it is the 
Dustbowl, to the British 
Moonbase I. The US Marines 
have marked it with a great slab 
of stone proclaiming it as Never 
Ever Land. A more desolate 
piece of real estate it is hard to 
imagine. Ammunition Supply 
Point 1 has only one rival and 
that is the wilderness of ASP 2. 

Out on a ridge in the desert 
great banks of earth (bunds in 
the vernacular) have been 
bulldozed into long rows, some 
with bays in them, which form 
wide avenues down which 
fork-lift trucks race, belching 
f h e s  to add to the dust clouds. 

Nagging winds were raising 
eddies of sand when SOLDIER 
arrived with Maj Andy Ander- 
son, OC 17 Sqn RCT. 

At the entrance of what must 
have been a quarry, LCpl Bob 
Shertenlier from New Jersey, 
an ammunition technician of 
the 142nd Combat Service 
Support Detachment, US 
Marine Corps, squeezed into 
the back of the Land Rover to 
act as escort and guide. 

His unit had been in the 
Dustbowl for weeks. 

“We’ve given up going 
mad,” he said with a grin. “We 
just live it out a day at a time.” 

Inside the ammunition re- 
ception area, Cpl Martin 
Wallace of 17 Sqn was seeing to 
the unloading of a 14-tonne 
truck. 

His section of six vehicles 
had left the Force Maintenance 
Area empty at 3.30am, picked 
up ammunition at one point, 
dumped it at another and was 
now preparing for its next task. 

“I expect we’ll be back at 
camp about IOpm;” he said. 

(It was in fact 2am.) 
Willing horses is about the 

only way to describe the men of 
10 Regiment Group RCT (Lt 
Col Philip Chaganis). They 
have worked unstintingly since 
they landed in Saudi Arabia. 

Based at Bielefeld for 40 
years the group was brought up 
to a strength of 860 for Op 
Cranby. 

Ammunition is one of the 
principal loads carried. It 
arrives in the docks in all 
shapes and sizes and, handled 
by 52 Port Sqn RCT, is picked 
up immediately by either 17 
Sqn, which has a total of 80 
30 
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Pallets of shells In store at Moonbase 1, one of several ammunition supply polnts Cpl Andy Sleep, arnrnunltlon convoy eacoti >I Phlllp Cheganls, CO 10 R q i  Gp RCT 

“It is quite a challenge,” said 
Maj John Wallace, the OC. 

“Not only have we got to 
adapt to desert conditions but 
we have to trial and develop a 
new concept of logistic opera- 
tions with the new fleet. 

“The main role assigned to 
us is bulk carriage of water - 
something which has not been 
done by the British Army for 
many years. 

“We’ve been given a special 
tank, shipped out specially for 
the operation, which carries 
14,000 litres. Most are for 

water but a few are for fuel.” 
In one month the squadron 

carried 2,024,000 litres of water 
plus 100 I S 0  containers and 
more than 7,000 tons of 
ammunition. 

The operations officer marks 
up the tally every day. 

The beauty of DROPS is that 
the whole load-bed or flat-rack 
can be placed on the ground by 
a hydraulic system which is an 
integral part of the vehicle. And 
left there, if need be. 

Ground loading is much 
faster and a detachable flat-rack 

l4-tonnes, or 12 Sqn which has 
60 of the new DROPS vehicles. 

The versatility of DROPS - 
Demountable Rack Off- 
Loading and Pick-up System - 
a Leyland Dafs product, is 
proving to he one of the 
pleasant surprises of the 
operation. 

It was due to come into 
service in BAOR on October 4 
but because of Op Granby the 
whole issue plan was advanced 
and the first of them was 
collected from Antwerp on 
September 12. 

allows greater use of the 
vehicle, which does not have tn 
stand for hours while it is 
loaded. 

The truck then hauls its own 
load aboard and can leave it at 
its destination without waiting 
for it to be extracted manually 
or by fork-lift uuck. 

DROPS was originally in- 
tended to move artillery shells 
which third-line units could 
leave in the corps or divisional 
areas for the second line to 
collect. The gunners then send 
their own DROPS vehicles to 

take the ammunition to the gun 
positions. 

This cuts out the fork-lift 
uuck operation cnmpletely, a 
time-consuming and labour- 
intensive business. 

Experience has shown that 
DROPS can be adapted for a 
variety of tasks. 

Two flat-racks have already 
been fitted out as tyre-changing 
units with generators and 
compressors. One is b e i i  held 
forward, the other in the Force 
Maintenance Area. 

Other variations will follow 

but it is with its water-canying 
task that DROPS was making 
its name in Saudi Arabia. 

SOLDIER accompanied Cpl 
Phil Jones’s section into the 
desen to deliver 30,000 titres. 

Cpl Jones, who is responsible 
for seven vehicles - five 
operational and two reserve - 
likes DROPS. 

“I can honestly say that in 
the four weeks I’ve had them 
I’ve had no major problems,” 
he said. 

A practical Liverpudlian, he 
pointed out that “because of 

the mileage we’re doing we 
have a 5,000km service every 
fortnight or so.” 

Travelling in the cab with 
Dvr Kevin Spencer at the 
wheel and his partner, Dvr Ian 
Mackay, manning the GPMG 
on top of the cab, it was clear 

I 

1 8  

I 

that truck. they too liked their new I. 
Some of it may have been 

automatic gearbox made driv- 
ing a pleasure. 

“We’ve had no bother and 
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Blg wheels in the RCT. From left , 
to rlght are LCpl William ; 
Bradshaw, Dvr David Farlsh, 
Cpl Martin McNeiI, Dve Greg 
Bmadfield. Dvr Paul Huohes. 
Dvr Wayne Chapell and DVYTZ 
Atkins 

,. R&SJ%BICE of 17- Sqn 
RCT in the W $ e k  enabW’ 

And there, in fFoM ef OUT 
eyes, in an arid deprrrsim in 
the desen, the dosrge was 
adjjtcd. 

.. , .  
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QUeSbioa: What h S  M Od 
drum end a heap of sand and 
cement got in common with a 
navigation satellite and a 
stretch of featureless desert? 

Answa: 14 Independent 
Topograptc Squadron RE 
(GW. 

THIS unique unit was de- 
ployed early in Saudi Arabia’s 
Eastern Province and has been 
hard at work ever since. 

One of its major tasks has 
been to put the 7th Armoured 
Brigade on the spot in a 
frquendy featureless land- 
scape. 

It has been putting down a 
confidence marker matrix - 
old oil drums sunk in concrete 
with geographic co-ordinates 
painted on the side to help 
soldiers check where they are. 

It is similar to an idea which 
many of the troops will have 
seen used at BATUS on the 
Canadian prairie. 

hlai Nick Rinbv OC: “The 
drums have & sited using 
global positioning system satel- 
lites. We have a number of 
satellite receivers which pick up 
rhe signals and can accurately 
position the navigational aids.” 

It is the fmt time since the 
Second World War that 
Militaty Survey has actually 
deployed a squadron in the 
field. 

It is also the frst  time that it 
has used in earnest the latest 
34 

boon to navigational aid - 
Magellan. 

It looks almost like a car 
phone with a little aerial that 
pops up. Push a few buttons 
and it tells you which satellite it 
is Kcdving. 

Push some more and you can 
read either a six or eight figure 
map reference giving your 
position to within 30 metres. 
You can even set it to guide 

you to a point - say ten 
kilometres away - and it will 
give you the direction in which 
to move either left or right of 
the track. 

Three-man teams - two 
surveyors and a signaller or 
driver - are constantly at work 
in the desert. 

The squadron also has two 
programmable computers for 
‘‘terrain analysis” to provide 7 
Armd Bde with information 
about the “going”, particularly 
the menace of sabkha. 

These salt marshes look like 
firm ground, especially in dry 

weather, but vehicles lured on 
to them sink in very quickly. 

“As we move into the rainy 
season the mobility of both 
tracked and wheeled vehicles 
will be restricted and with some 
degree of confidence we will be 
able to predict the go and no-go 
areas,” saidMa1 Rigby. 

The computers work on a 
data base which can be brought 
up to date . . . Digid Tunin 
Evaluation hogrammes is their 
name. 

They can be used to predict 
what effect the weather had on 
the terrain, and the input can 
include such things as pipelines 
(plenty of them out here) power 
lines, new roads and “cultural 
features’’ - buildings etc. 

At the time SOLDIER d e d  
much of the squadron’s work 
had been with 40 Field 
Regiment RA. 

“It has been very satisfying 
working with them,’’ said Maj 
Rigby. ‘They n d  to know 
exactly where they need to be 
and in which direction their 
guns should be pointing. We 
provide the basic control 
information and the gunners, 
using their PADS vehicles, go 
off and position the guns.” 

It is a far cry from BAOR 
where the whole area is covered 
with mapping control from 
which the gunners can pick up 
the main control point using 
PADS. 

The US Marine Expedition- 

LCpl Lee W h n  and Cpl 
Sun Kennedy enalyw the 
tensln 

ary Force has paid “14 Top0” a 
compliment by asking them to ~ 

control and to extend some of 

use their satellite navigation 
equipment (which is something”: 
the Americans lack in theatre)-.-. 
to check their own artillery - 
their control mints. 

and is providing survey support maps and some marked with 
for the 11th Marines. the oil-drum matrixes. 

Cheerful faces apart, the unit Working shifts to give 
is much changed from the one 24-hour coverage, they were 
SOLDIER visited at its alsofitthgmthepmductionof 
long-term base at Rarcingen mar~yuainingandht~ctional 

But the Repro men are there, actual template for the Red Rat 
the cartographers, photo- marking the brigade vehicles. 
graphers and printers, turning The strange a w c e  of 
out a variety of pmducts. many ofthe Red Rat’s offspring 

They were producing an wasduetothewayinwhichthe 

MB+ DUSSeldOfi in the Sp&. @US for W t S .  They Nt the 

The s q u a h n  is map of the Jerboa templaa’s shape fhanged as it 
happily alongslde the range and l m a o n  p%%dthroughunsMhandS. 

WIIW knowa exactly wham ha le, wRh the help of 
rig.tlon .id 

Getting 
the Rat 
right 
THE dircction the Red Rat 
symbol should face has been a 
maffer of much discussion. 

Put the the runplate on one 
way and it faces right; another 
way and it faccs left. 

h r d l n g  to capt Ron 
S i ,  of 14 Top0 Squadron, 
whose fatha served in the 
origid 7th Armoured Divi- 
sion, it should always face 
right. 

“I’ve never seen any historic- 
al picture of it facing left,” he 

apt Ron Sigge 

said. His father, Mr Tom 
Siggs, who lives in Chichester, 
Sussex, and served in the 2nd 
Battalion, The Royal Sussex 
Regiment, during the war, was 
being consulted. 

OPEN ALL HOURS 
THOUGH more than a million couriv Regiment. “We’re 
mapswhichcanbeupdatedon open all hours,’’ said Cpl 
the spot are held by 14 Top0 at Rrunbow. 

He and his companion 
forward its base, at o h  Map are Supply held furtha Points seemed quite at home in the 
(MAPSPS). wilderness. 

Like SSgt Brian Willis, who At the Brigade Maintenance 
Area the MAPSP was run by had arrived on a survey task 
Cpl Ian Rainbow and LCpl and gave SOLDIER a demon- 

stration of hhgellan’s capacity, Mark Buglaw. 
They were parked under they seemed toknow exactly 

aunouilagc next to their fellow what they were doing . . . and 
sappers of No 1 Postal and where they were, of course. 

H 
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record 
set for 
long run 

GROUP EXPORTS 1 FREEPOST 697 WHITSTABLE 
I KENT CT5 1BR 

I 
I 

I Rank and Name 
I Address 
I 

I 

I 
I Tel. No. (work)-Tel. No. (home) 
I I am interested in (car model1 ITROEN - VW AUDl 
i . .= 
I Delivery date required 
! I have a 
I 0 Full range of overseas finance at keen rates 

for part exchange 

& I 
Overseas insurance 

UK delivery 0 Ship to you direct . 
GROUP EXPORTS 0227-7705362 

52 
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I ' UK MILITARY 

FROM 

VOLVO 
ON ORDERS FOR 
NEW MODELS 
PLACED NOW! 
UNTIL 31st DEG-1990 
N o t  in coniunction with ony other : 

~- 
11 Offers. 

. .  . .  

Please send further details: 

Name Tel: 

*-a,aqactamaSaag 

SOL lIlpJ1 

Volvo Export P.O. Box 200 Hotfield Herts AL9 7AR Tel: 0707 262388 
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