










THE INFANTRY A NEW LOOK FOR 
NEW httk ovtet for the is on the way. 

It hdldes a new web equipment, more d o r t . b k  to 
wearthathepreneattypc,anhnprovedKoru4ykcoab.1 

which will &XI m e  aa a hivoosf. .ad a m w  fomr robber liner for 
dI=3%&lK-WkdbootsrYbnylorlWL%aWStUpdWlH A The Infanbyman of the future will be more 

comfortably clothed and equipped. h new 
battle outiit will include a more efEdent 
web equipment and a cape-cum-birouc. 

air to circulate freely round the 
body. It has a detachable hood, 
a “poacher’s” pocket at the back 
and a pencil pocket in front. 
Breast pockets slopc inwards for 
easy ncccss. Combat trousers are 
made of the same material as the 
smock. The new parka for use in 
cold climates is now fitted with a 
“cod-picce”which passcs between 
the I*. 

One new itan the Infantryman 
will particularly welcome is the 
calf-length Cape GS which re- 
places both the groundsheet pnd 
the gas cape. Made of waterproof 
nylon, it can be worn over full 
equipment and has a hood which 
fits over the steel helmet. The 
lower half unbuttons round the 
waist and when attached to 
another cape makes a two-man 
bivouac4 six f a t  long and four 
feet wide. 

The Infantryman (and soldiers 
in most other Aqns as well) will 
also wear moulded rubber-soled 
boots fitted with washable plastic 
insoles and tied with nylon laces. 
These boots will never be re- 

a 

. 

pair&, the uppers will have worn 
out by the time the soles have 
worn thin and the boots will be 
sent ThesoldimwhoposedatWnr- for salvage. 

minster also wore the new-style 
steel helmet liner made of foam 
rubber and protected by nylon 
stockingette to soak up sweat. AU 
steel helmets will be the same 
sizc, adjusted to fit the individual 
by the thickness of the lining. A, 
new plastic water-bottle which 
fits into the mess tin and has a 
screw top and drinking CUP was 
also on show. 

Many other items of clothing 
and equipment are soon to 
undergo troop trials. They in- 
clude a suit for tank and 
armoured car crews, long pants 
to be worn with combat trousers 
in very cold weather, improved 
denims made of unshrinknble 
material and terykne socks. New 
cooking stoves, safer and easier 
to operate than the present On-, 
are being designed. Experiments 
are also being carried out with 
plastic water-repellent camou- 
Rage nets and scrim. 

In cold cilmatm the soldier Tha m w  cape whlch replaces 
will waar a “fur-linad” parka the graundshwt and gas cope 
with a hood and cod-piece. can b. used as a bivouac. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  fl iJ 

SOLVfER to Soldier recently in his divisional maga- officers and men in his regiment 
zinc: “We must not become so. who will become redundant. 
soft or well-housed that we are 

NE of the moetremduble 

been Lkute~~t-Colonel revakd by the death Montsg~~ of 

Clddsoa DSO, wbo stole more 
than a million polsds worth d 
iod&Thl diueonds from d e r  
the It very happened nom in d 1940, the Genmame, when the 

Germans over-ran HoIland and 
occupied the building where the 
bulk of the industrial diamonds 
in Amsterdam were locked in a 
huge steel safe. Colonel Chidson, 
then aged 47, offered to bring 
them back to England. With two 
Dutchmen, he went to Holland 
by destroyer and the three made 
their way to Amsterdam. They 
entered the vaults (Gennans were 
occupying the top doors), opened 
the safe, poured the diamonds 
into a sack and made their way 
back to tbe Dutch coast. Mer a 
nightmare journey through the 
minefields in a tug they met up 
with the destroyer and the 
Colond climbed aboard, hearing 
on his back a sack containing 
f1,250,COO worth of diamonds. 
He was awarded the DSO. 

Colonel Chidson, who served 
in World War One as a pilot in 
the Royal Flying Corps and was 
the first British pilot to claim the 
destruction of a Gennan aircraft,. 
never spoke of his exploit in 
Amsterdam. If friends asked 
questions he always replied, “I 
was only doing my job.” 

* * *  
0 clmlr-.ad-IJagger d world wu Tno uploita hrs. 

~~~ ~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~ ~ - .~ 
unwilling or finable to move at 
short notice by air, sea and road 
and FIGHT. . . A life of adven- 
ture and physical fitness will 
appeal if the job can be made 
exciting and worthwhile.” =+?q@%~l$ .-*/. 1. .-L.i. 

‘.!$q@l2:& * 
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ROSPECFS for U 1 0 r  Pa- wammt 4 c u a  and 

reduodmry in the nest four 

Sir Frederic Hooper, chair- 
man of the Regular Fords Re- 
settlement Service, has said that 
an increasing number of vacan- 
cies for redundant Servicemen are 
hemming available. Industry is 
rapidly expanding and there are 
not enough suitable men to fill all 
the posts. About half the officers 
to be “axed” will be between the 
ages of 35 and 46 and it should 
he easier to place them in 
industry in the future than in the 
past. 

But there should .be no room 
for complacency. The problem 
will not be easily solved and 
much will depend on the efforts 
of the “axed” themstlves. 

SOLDIER heartily applauds 
the commanding officer of the 
4th Hussars (Sir Winston 
Churchill’s OM regiment) who by 
advertising in a daily newspaper 
has received sufficient offers from 
civilian firms to emgoy aU the 

rrllaag who .rill be omn- 
pelled to leave the Army throngh 

Y a n ,  look br%ht 

I HE great d e l y  to the chief & author& in a free 
comby mlrt be to &(sin a supply of r e a d s .  Where a pwu- 
ktion h fond d iadepcndence .ad domestie We, where the “T wagra of the farm or factory compete with the b.rrpdr, the 

m Y i r v y . d h o r # b ~ ~ v e n o ~ V n i o w i l l h e t h e e r h o r t . t i ~  
to support the honour and dimity 
of me State udesu they lead to 
measmm which rill make the 
u i h m  .ad ploughmen WUUW 

I The leader writer of The 
Pimess, who wrote this 100 years 
ago, would not have to alter one 
word today. The Army’s recruit- 
ing problems in 1957 are virtually 
the same as in 1857, except per- 
haps that the lure of civilian life is 
even stronger. 

Only the foolish or habitually 
hopeful would expect men to 
flock to the Colours in peacetime 
if they could do better for thew- 
selves as civilians. The Army’s 
task, therefore, is to convina 
young men, not only civilians but 

,also National Servicemen and 
those at prcseot on a thrc~year  
engagement, that the Army is at 
least as good an employer a8 any 
civilian firm. 

In the near future this should 
not be difficult to prove. As 
SOLDIER went to pnss. an 
announcement on new condi- 
tions of s n v i c t t o  include, it 
was thought, in- in pay and 
marriage allowanas and the 
issue of a new walking-out dress 
-was exptctcd. New combat 
clothing and equipneat (dctnil8 

b ellw.” 

of are which also on are the given way. in this The issue) War 

Minister, Mr. John H a .  has 
said that within the next six to ten 
years barrack aceanmodation 
and married quarters will be 
brought at least up to civilian 
standards. 

The private soldier of the 
future who signs on for six ycars 
(now the minimum period of 
Colour service) is Wrdy to receive 
about f5 a week and “all found.” 
“AU found“ means free food, 
aaommodation, clothing, heat. 
light and fuel so th t the private 
soldier in barrach will have 
about fS a week to s p d  as he 
plcases. How many civilians have 
that much money in their pockets 
after they have met all their com- 
mitments? It is a thought that all 
National Scrvicrmen and tbok at 
present serving a thm-$ear 
engagement would be wisc to 
ponder well before deciding to 
rush back into Ciwy Strect. 

But pod pay, security and 
comfort wiU not appeal to all 
men. Ways must also be found to 
attract the advcntur us As 
Major-Cenml R. H. I%&-, 
who commands 4th Infantry 
Division in Germany, mote 
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-did 
&raw* 

in tbe bjggea &my manoeuvres in Brit& 
this year. The accent was on mob- 

:wac san m action when about 
I200 mcll of the Scots Guards, 
Irish G d  and Royal Scots 
Fusilicn &w in Lkverky and 
Hastinp aircraft of Royal Air 

. Forcc Transport Command from, 
Odiham to Colerne. They then 
marched at hieh speed f a  22 

whicii the Guards, supported by 
CeMwion tanks of 8th Royal 
Tank Regimeat and 7th and loch 
Royal Hwsars and armoured 
cars of the Lite Guards (which 
f k b t  for both sides) met stitt 
opposition 011 the River Avon. 
Th oely bridg had bseo blown 
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"Oh. I was axed." 

~ ~~ 

"All right, chaps. we've bought ORi?.''. - 
- ~. 

~ . .  Christmas .- 
. ,  . I '  

. - .  
I , .  . .  . . .................... ~.... -* 

I 
. .., . .  6 

..: "Farhw Christmas ba blowad. I want them for baftalion parade." 
,I 

P. : i . .  "Can't anyone here mend a fuse I" , . .  ' ~ 1 ,r-:< ', -~ ~. . I ., 

- ' 
I .  

1 

- 

"And a very Merry Christmas to you Sergeant." 
.I_ , 
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* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Suime!rs Blow UB a Castle- i 

R 

r n  I 
APPERS of 117 F W  Engineer R e g i m t .  Royal Enginwn, were 
given an unusual task recently: they were told to go and blow 

Raask Conk. noor F(ommra, built 150 years aga and soid to a 
protrrlonal footballer in the 1930s fora, had ion b a n  unsuitable 

bulk and would hove cost many hundreds of pounds to domalls 
in the normal way. So the Army wus called in. 

The h p p n t a c k l e d  the job rciantltlcally. borin h o k  at selected 
spots in the 3-k bin. thick walls CO hdd 500 Ibr. c! plastic explosive. 
When the charges were set off rimultanaously the castle callapred 
like a p d c  of cards. All that wus M of o MIC~ ataely home was 
M,WO cons of rubble w k h  the local council proposeto use for road 
widening. 

s up a coale. 

b as a rwldsnce or for any orher purpose. But I t  R ad b a n  stout1 The Truncheon is 
marched to th 

fore being handed 
t o  t h e  .o lder  
soldier on parade 

The Truncheon 
stands six-fee 

signed by Quee 
Victoria herself. I saluting base b 

high and was d 

SI 
The Oueen's Truncheon 

c 
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In their tiny Auster aircraft, the pilots of 656 Light Aircraft 
Squadron have logged more than 110,OOO hours flying 
over the jungles of Malaya, spotting terrorist hide-outs, 
directing guns, rescuing lost patrols and dropping leaflets 

. 

Left: Major L. J. Whnl -  
er DFC commands No. 
656 Squadron. H e  i s  
now on his second tour 
of duty in Malaya. B- 
low: Captain R. Stave- 
ley, o flight commander. 
spends many hours in 
the air above the jungle. 
All pilotsarevolunteerr. 

From Kuda Lumpur. Sergeant D. 
Walton at  the controls of his Aurter. 
heads for the jungle on routine patrol 
in search of terrorist camps. Below: 
Captain H. G. Crutchley and two fellow 
pilots pinpoint on the map one of the 
many jungle areas to be searched. 

T can he very lonely Oying 
over the jungle . . .” Cap- 
t a b  H. G. Cnrtchley, of the “I Royal Artillery, looked 

rdectively at a map of Malaya 
on the wall of his a c e .  Four- 
Bfths of it wns coloured the dark 
green that denotes jungle. 

Captain Crutchley is Squadron 
Captain of 656 Light Aircraft 
Squadron, Army Air Corps, 
which has its headquarters in 
palm-thatched huts on the out- 
skirts of Kuala Lumpur, capital 
of the Federation of Malaya. 

The Squadron has 31 single- 
engined Auster aircraft, the fly- 
ing fleas of modern aerial war- 
fare. Since the start of the 
Emergency in Malaya eight years 
ago they have played a vital role 
in the fight against Communist 
terrorists. Flying at little more 
than 80 mph, often no more than 
500 feet above the treetops, Army 
pilots jockey their little Austers 
on a criss-cross search for terror- 
ist camps and cultivation plots. 

Usually they fly alone. Fre- 
quently they find nothing. The 
Communists have become air- 
minded, and now spend hours 
camouflaging their camps to 
make them invisible from the air. 

The greatest hazard facing the 
two- and three-seater Austers as 
they fly their daily patrals over 
scarred rock mountain-tops and 
down misty valleys is the risk of 
being forced down. Malaya’s trO- 
pical climate and mountainous 
terrain combine to produce 
treacherous air currents and sud- 
den storms that toss a light air- 
craft about the sky like an empty 
matchbox. 

In the crew-room at Kuala 
Lumpur a sergeant pilot just 
returned from a flight to the 7000 
feet Cameron Highlands said,“I 
had full power onandtheAuster’s 
nose up, hut we sank like a stooe.” 

None know better than these 
pilots that the chance of escaping 
from the jungle after a crash is 
almost nil. Sergeant Ken MKon-  
nell, who recently staggered hack 
to civilisation 22 days after crash- 
ing into the jungle, was a lucky 
exception. 

Pilots of 656 Light Aircraft 
Squadron have logged over 
11O.OOO flying hours in Malaya. 
Even now, when the pace of the 
emergency is slackening, Austers 
are busy as ever buzzing out over 
the jungle to drop in at police 
forts or to “recce” suspected ter- 
rorist camps. 

Flights stand by for immediate 
action at the Malayan towns of 
Taiping. lpoh, Seremhan, and at 
Sembawang on Singapore island. 
The Squadron’s landing ground 
at Kuala Lumpur is Noble Field, 
a grandiloquent name for what is 
only a gravel runway. Few of the 
Auster landing strips scattered up 
and down the country are more 

Major L. I. Wheeler DFC, who 
han 350 yards long. 

i 

TUNGLE 
I 

commpndr the-;aayshis 
pilots have d w d o p d  many 
techniques pionwed in Burma, 
and have i n m t e d  new ones. 

Aerial r so rmniwnm is the 

up00 to support ground troops in 
othr ways. The-ydrop asws, nxes, 
explosives, wireless ws and other 
small, u r g e n t l y - n d  items of 
equipment to troops in the jungle. 
and carry out tricky supply drops 
on mountainous SI+ where 
larger aircraft cannot go. \ 

Auster pilots also act as 
observers for Royal Artillcry and 
Royal Navy Gunners. Guiding 
lost patrols back to base is an- 
other of their tnska, but the most 
spectacular is lu&r dropping. 
Millions of lea8etnhveshowered 
from Austers sincc 1948. 

was an Auster pilot who die 
covered a terrorist camp in the 
Cameron Highlardr and marked 
it for bombing. Several months 
later a surrendering terrorist con- 
firmed that Malayan Communist 
hrty  boss Chm Peng and his 
wife were in the camp at the time 
of the raid. Three of Chin Rng’s 
bodyyard were killed. 

At one of‘* pollcs forts deep in tha jungle when landing s t r i p  
for the Austen hove k e n  built, Captoln Stovelay odmira a b l a -  
pipe belonging to on oborlgim boy. No- father r f th  hls umbmlla. 

COLDSTREAM WERE THE FIRST ACROSS 
U U I  SE4XJNDUSw ~~ to Nach tk atto d tk 
Cddsbrrr Gpue, took am a new .ad mvd asviq 
nbrmr*. dtk Ld Bamnom W u e  tksnttaclrv “N tk newly campkid Wrp h St J.ma’l hri. Lmdm, 

W r n Y  wm ~ t o l b p b n c .  
The object of the exercise was realistic and certainly less expm- 

to make what the Ministry of sivetest. 
Works engineers eallsd b “live For nearly hour the Cold- 
bad test” to try the strength of streamera marched, counter- 
the new bridge. It could have marched, double-marched and 
been loaded with w+ts but the executed traditionally crashing 

istry considered that 300 haltsonthepre-strcsedwncrctc. 
rdsmcn,enchweigbiagabout Three engineers from the 

would provide a more Ministry of Works crouchai in 

a small rowing boat under the 
central span of the bndge and 
busied themselves with cbprts 
and instruments to gauge reac- 
tions on theu stress-testing 
instnunents. 

The impact of somc 22 tons of 
CoIdrtreamuJ on the bri+ 
causal anxiety to onlookers but 
none to the men from the 
Mmis of Workswho cxpresced 

The new bridge will have heavy 
demands made on it. As well ns 

t h e m 2  v*l entirely sntis6ed. 

providing a much needed short- 
cut a c r w  the lake, it will attract 
lunch-time loiterers and on OOCB- 
sions ad jaant  serve events. ns a grandstand for 

This was not the first time that 
Guards- had ban usrd for 
an experiment of this nature. 
Some years ago a battalion of 
Guards wns marched to the 
House of Commons to tcst the 
eBicienc of he machinery which 

humidity. 
c o n t r o  r 8 tcmper ,a ture  a n d  
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