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THE LARGEST British air- 
mobile operation since DDay 
has been successfdly mounted 
in Northern Ireland, with more 
than 1,000 men and women 
descending on Crossmaglen in 
south Armagh. 

Operation Rectify marked 
the end of the refurbishment of 
the joint ArmyiRoyal Ulster 
Constabulary base at Cross- 
maglen and was planned by 
HQ 3 Infanny Brigade in Por- 
tadown in conjunction with 
RUC Southern Region. 

The operation involved 
securing a number of supply 
routes through south Armagh, 
down which 1,400 tonnes of 
buildm supplies were moved 
by the Royal Logistic Corps. 

Vehicle checkpoints were 
established on all roads into 
Crossmuglen to control access 
into the village. 

As vehicle movement in 
south Armagh can be danger- 
ous, 5 Regiment AAC and the 
RAF's 230 Squadron moved 
most of the men and stores in 
22 helicopters including Chi- 
nook, Puma and Lynx. 

e- - - - - - - -  
Slick management of the air 

assets was essential to the suc- 
cess of the operation and was 
carried out by the tactical 
headquaxters of 5 Regiment 
AAC, which was collocated 
with brigade HQ. 
In the last phase of the oper- 

ation three battalion groups 
were lifted in some 2,000 pas- 
senger movements with 30 
tonnes of equipment. 

Past experience with 6 Air- 
mobile Brigade in Germany in 
the 1980s and 24 Airmobile 
Brigade in the early 1990s was 
invaluable. This scale of 
brigade operation has often 
been carried out on exercise. 
The concept, which had never 
been proved under operational 
conditions, has cleared a major 
hurdle. 

The engineering work at 
Crossmaglen was the largest 
and recently most undertaken technical by project Royal 

Engineers, said the officer 
commanding 33 Fd Sqn RE, 
Maj John Watton. 

Construction of the base arid 
an elevated sangar involved up 

to 180 sappers and 39 pieces of 
engineering plant, including 
seven cntnes, which were 
doubleuewed to enable work 
to continue 24 hours a day. 

Despite five terrorist ina- 
dents, the workwas completed 
in ten weeks, almost two weeks 
ahead of schedule. Dunng one 
incident, the Provisional IRA 
launched a mortar attack 
which injured one sapper, but 
work was under way again less 
than two hours after the attack. 

Among units involved were 
32 Regt RA, 25 Engr Regt, HQ 
3 Inf Bde and Sig Sqn, 1 WG, 
1 PWRR, 1 RAnglian, 1 
KOSB, 1 WFR, 1 Staffords, 2 
Para, 3,7,8 and9 RIrish, 172 
Pro Coy RMP, 5 Regt AAC, 
26 Tpt Sqn RLC, 321 EOD 
Sqn RLC, Army Dog Unit NI, 
and 230 Sqn RAF. 

"It was a high risk and corn 
plex operation," said Com- 
mander Land Forces Maj Gen 
Anthony Leask. "Its succes8 is * ' 
due to the hard work and pro- -*- 
fessionalism shown by all who I ' 
took pan and they deserve the 
highest credit." 

3 
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for an off-roi s really 
P’ a look at the subishi 
Shogun. 

The Shogun’s pedigree has been tested in the 
most gruelling rallies. lst,  2nd and 3rd in the 
Paris-Cape Town Rally and winner of Africa’s 
Atlas Rally. 

Now, the range is more desirable than ever, 
with a choice of engines that includes the 
powerful new 3.5 litre V6 24 valve petrol and 
2.8 litre turbo diesel. 

Super Select 4WD. al wheels, :tric 
windows, electrically heatec d adjusta joor 
mirrors, cruise control and central locking are all 
fitted as standard. 

And it’s even covered by a 3-year 100,000 
kilometre warranty, a 6-year anti-corrosion 
perforation guarantee and a 3-year Pan-European 
breakdown and recovery service. 

The new Mitsubishi Shogun. On earth, gravel, 
mountain track, or even the King’s Road, there’s 
nothing quite like it. 

.................................................................................................................... 

The new Mitsubishi Shogun Range with a 3-year 100.000 kilometre Warranty 
and 6-year anti-corrosion perforation guarantee. 

s i i m 7 ~  

Please send me full information on the Mnsubishi Shogun range. 

Name Address 

A Postcode Tel. No. 

Present car (make) (model) 

Send to: Export Department 
U.K. - The Colt Car Company Umited. Watermoor, Cirencester. Glos. GL7 1 LF. Tel.: 0285 655777. MllSUBlSHl 

HlnDRS Germany - The Colt Car Company Umited, 41 374, BrOggen. Tel: 01 0 492 163 7036. 
Falkland Islands - Stanley Sewices Umned. Port Stanley. Tel: 010 500 22622. 

DESIGNED TO BE DRIVEN ~ 

NEWSLINE 
Monk denies Germans hid in Monte Cassino 
A C W M  that German sol- 
diers used the monastery at 
Monte Cassino for shelter has 
been categorically dismissed by 
a surviving monk. 

The May 2 issue of Soldier 
carried a report in which 
Monte Cassino Veterans Asso- 
ciation secretary Mr John 
Clarke said Father Don Agos- 
tin0 Saccomanno had admit- 
ted the presence of German 
troops during the fierce 
Second World War battle. 

“The decision to bomb the 
monastery has been vindicat- 
ed,” said Mr Clarke, after 
meeting the monk during a 
visit to Monte Cassino in 
March. But Don Agostino 
denies he told Mr Clarke that 
Germans sheltered from the 
bombing in the subterranean 
St Benedict’s Chapel. 

“I explicitly deny having 
made the statements recount- 
ed in the amcle,” he told Sol- 
dier. And a senior British 

officer who was present at the 
meeting between Mr Clarke 
and Don Agostino confirmed 
that the monk made no refer- 
ence to the presence of 
German troops. 

Historian Tom Airken, who 
has camed out extensive 
research into the controversial 
bombing of the Benedictine 
abbey, says he has found no 
evidence that Germans shel- 
tered there. 

“It seems to me that the Ger- 

Cook’s tour 
takes strain 
A BYPASS on the main low- 
level route north of Mostar in 
Hercegovina has been named 
after the military plant foreman 
responsible for designing and 
constructing 36 Engineer Reg- 
iment’s major engineering pro- 
jects. 

The mammoth operation 
directed by WO1 Barry Cook 
skirted two bridges over the 
river Bijela blown up last year, 
forcing aid convoys to take the 
tortuous high mute Triangle. 

Sappers had to carve a route 
through solid rock for 22 
metres, bridge a 172-metre gap 
over the river, and weld British, 
Spanish, Slovak and Malaysian 
engineers into a cohesive 
group. 

Over 21 days they used 2 %  
tons of explosive and moved 
more than 50,000 tons of rock, 
working long h o w .  Another 
20,000 tons were moved to 
build ramps for a Soviet-style 
pontoon bridge. 

‘‘I had never used that kind 
of explosive and the lads had 
never drilled before,” said 
WO1 Cook, “but it seemed the 
bigger the challenge the better 
we The worked.” bridge and Cook’s 

Bypass were opened by Brig 
Andrew Ridgway, Comman- 
der British Forces in former 
Yugoslavia, with the comman- 
ders of the new Bosnian Feder- 
ation Army, Gen Anto Rosso 
and Brig Muslimavic. 

Brltlsh sappers relnforce a brldga on a Unlted Natlons supply route in former Vugoslavla 

Anglians 
injured 
SOL&RS from the 2nd 
Battalion, The Royal 
Anglian Regiment, who 
were injured when their 
Spartan set off a mine in 
Bosnia also had their 
weapons and personal 
equipment stolen. 

They were helicoptered 
to Tuzla where the injuries 
were said to be not life- 
threatening. 

The vehicle was on its 
way to an observation post 
near Maglaj. 

Soldier killed 
PTE Sean Richard Tayior of the 
1 st Battalion. The Duke of Welling- 
ton’s Regiment. was killed when 
he was struck by small arms fire at 
Gorazde in Eastern Bosnia on 
June 26, as this edition went to 
press. 

mans did exploit the abbey of 
Monte Cassino, but that they 
did so in far subtler ways than 
by using it for observation or as 
a hidey-hole. They had, in 
effect, constructed a coconut 
shy around a ming vase, and 
were quick to use the desuuc- 
don of the object of value for 
propagandist purposes.” 

Told of Don Agostino’s 
denial, Mr Clarke said he was 
interpretation. “shaken” but stood by his 

LD bring 
peace to 
I 

Maglaj 
D SQUADRON, The Light 
Dragoons has been in Bosnia 
for more than three months 
having deployed as part of the 
Augmentation Force on March 
12 and is based in Maglaj, the 
most northern British location. 

Since its amval the squadron 
ias been joined by A 

Squadron, currently operating 
in the Tomislavgrad area. All 
four Light Dragoon Sabre 
Squadrons have either com- 
deted a six-month tour or are 
ment ly  deployed in-theatre. 

The job involveS ensuring 
that the peace accord signed by 
the BiH (Muslims) and the 
HVO (Croats) in February is 
holding and that humanitarian 
aid is getting through. 

The Maglaj finger was cut 
off for months until the block- 
ade was lifted on March 19. 

The troops are finding the 
job interesting. Tasks include 
patrolling the buffer zone, 
monitoring active sites, escort- 
ing aid and supervising and 
controlling the movement of 
heavy weapons. Manning of 
check points on main UN 
routes is also a necessary, if 
tedious job. 

The situation remains at 
times tense, with an active 
front line between the BiH and 
the Bosnian Serbs some 8OOm 
from the base. Since No 3 Coy, 
1 Coldm Gds moved in to 
Maglaj on March 20, to be 
replaced on roulement by D 
Squadron in April, the lot of 
local people has improved. 

They had been on the receiv- 
ing end of nine months of 
heavy shelling during the 
blockade but now enjoy a rela- 
tively normal lifestyle. 

5 
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NEWSLINE 
QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY HONOURS 

If you're leaving the Forces, we'll help make it come true. 

I Castle RE: Mal I W J Cleasby 
REME; Cap1 D L Cook, In1 Corps: 
CoH P Cross LG: Ma. G W Cdn e. 

O H  Poliock IG; SSgt A W Pridham 
REME; Maj R J Radice RA; SSgt E 
G Rider RA; Maj P E Rogers RE; 
WO2 K Sahi QGE; Sgt A L Sayer 
AGC (SPS); SSgl R H Shiels AGC 
(SPS); Maj N A Sim PWRR; Sgt P 
Simmonds, Gren Gds; WO1 G A 
Skivington REME; LCpl W Smith 
WFR TA; WO2 M J Stringer, R 
Signals; Sgt P A Surch RA; Maj T 
D G Townley, 17 Anglian; Sgi C D 
Walker BEM. REME: Mai J R 

GCB 
Gen Sir Charles Guthrie KCB LVO 
OBE ADC Gen, late WG. 

Royal Canadian Regt; SSgt E P 
Danon, Para TA; Maj M M David- 
son BEM, SG; Cpl P G Dean 

Signals; WO2 J Dewberry AGC 
(SPS); SSgt K Dodd, R Signals; 
Maj P A Duncan RA; Cpl T Gifford 
AGC (SPS); WO1 T Graham AGC 
(SPS); SSgt G W Heaton, Para; 
WO1 A Hewson RE; Maj R S Jack- 
son R A  SSgt Johnson, R Signals 
T A  Cpl C M Lee, Int Corps; Sgt 
Kesha*umar Limbu 7 GR; WO2 
W E  Linton. R Irish. 

WO2 A S Livesiey, Int Corps; 
Capt L A Lloyd RE T A  Maj S J 
Marriner AGC (SPS); Maj B 
Mather. Coldm Gds: Lt J Mavson. 

REME; Sgt N De Oweneley, R 

Maj Gen J P FOiG CB OBE MC. 
late RGJ. 

CB 
Maj Gen W J Courage MBE, late 5 
DG; Maj Gen D Grist OBE, late 
Glosters; Maj Gen A C P Stone, 
late RA; Maj Gen M T Tennant, 
late RA. 

CBE 
white RE; Maj F Windie R E  WOI 
P J Wise RLC. 

Brg J R Drew,lati REME: Brig R 
D S Gordon, late 17121 L: Col B C 

RRC 
Col I M Leith-Maqlregor. late 
QARANC. Larnbe, late R A  Brig H A Wool- 

nough OBE, late WFR. 
OBE 

Col C R Elderton RLC; Col G R B 
Jones TD, late RAMC TA; Lt Col J 
M Kane RLC: Lt Col C M E Puah 

ARRC 
WO1 P C Cooper OARANC, Mal J 
D Thornton OARANC GCE: Gen Sir Charles Guthrie, 

Chlef of the General Staff 

J B~~~~~ REME; hnaj J F ~ a t t y  RE; 
WOI N E Baugh, R Signals; Sgt S 
J Bean RLC; Maj J P F R Bendall 

WO2 Li; cpi W A T 0 Billington Bennie. AGC R Signals; (SPS); 
Rev E H Brown TD, RAChD T A  
Maj P R Butler, Para; Mal J W 

~ ~~ ~ 

RTR; Lt Col C Robinson B fM 
RLC; Acting Lt Col C J Rowiand 
ACF; Lt Col N G Smith QOH; CO1 A 
R E De C SteWaiI LD; Lt Col S M p 
Wall Stewart RE. MBE. QDG; Lt Col P A 

MBE 
WO2 G A Barker RLC TA: WO1 T 

~~ ~~~ 

R Signals: SSgt A W Mc Allisier. d 
Irish; w o 2  G H ~ ~ l ~ t ~ ~ h  AGC 
(SPS); WO1 P Middlehurst BEM 
RE; WO2 J McC Millsip RLC; Sgt 
M T Moloney RA Maj N Moore 
REME; ~~j J p Newis+dwards 
RLC: WO1 M Newton RTR: LBdr 
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sJ-bailey RA; WO2 P R Ogden 
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THREE British soldiers have 
been killed in two separate 
incidents during battle group 
training exercises in Canada. 

Pte Marc Anthony Smith, 
25, from Poole, Dorset died on 

June 9, after a Wamor W ran 
over his Land Rover at the 
British Army Training Unit, 
Sufiield (Batus). Pte Smith 
was serving with the 1st  Battal- 
ion, The Devonshire and 
Dorset Regiment. 

Cpls Roben Hawksley and 
Manin Bailey of The Queen's 
Royal lancers were killed 
when an artillery shell explod- 
ed near their trench during a 
live-tiring exercise on June 14. 

Both men served in the Gulf 
War. Cpl Hawksley, 29, from 
Nottingham, was a member of 
the 17121st lancers before 
amalgamation, while Cpl 
Bailey, 25, from Northamp- 
tonshire, was formerly with rhe 
16thi5th Queen's Royal 
Lancers. Both regiments amal- 
gamated last June at Tidwonb 
to form QRL. 

Continental TA 
to be disbanded 
TEN YEARS after it was 
formed, the Continental Tem- 
torial Army is to be disbanded 
on November 30. The 160- 
strong unit was formed in 
Germanyin 1984. 

Wherever you are in the world. if you're considering a new car. tax free for export 
or tax paid for return to Britain, you could be on the way to owning a 

prestigious new Rover at well below List Price. There will be a 
big saving from the Rover/SCE concession. 

0 Expert advice and test drive 

0 Delivery where you want it - shipping arranged 

0 Flexible finance - tailored t o  suit you 
(subject to status) 

0 Used car disposal Facility 

0 Widespread after sales care network 

0 Fast efficient mail order system 

If it's Rover.. .it's SCE 
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ThE Mullinat ona, Div s on 
Central (Airmobile) was acti- 
vated at Rheindahlen in Ger- 
many on June 22. The MND(C) 
is headed by Maj Gen Pieter 
Huysman of the Netherlands 
Army, and comes under the 
command of the Allied Com- 
mand Europe Rapid Reaction 
Corps (ARRC), commanded by 
Lt Gen Sir Jeremy Mackenzie. 

m o o  
Winners of the annual Ben- 

gough inter-troop competition 
held by The King's Royal Hus- 
sars at Sennelager were 2 
Troop, C Squadron. 

0 0 0  
The Base Ammunition 

Depot at Longtown, Hereford 
and Worcester. has become 
the first British Army unit to 
oualifv for an Investors in 

i' 
k 

Barracks, Paderborn. He was one of eigrht representative soldlers- 
two from each company - chosen to recelve medals from the 
Prlncess, the regiment's Deputy Colonel-in-Chief 

D and D celebrates 
OFFICERS and men of the 
4th Battalion, The Devonshire 
and Dorset Regiment had a 
double reason for celebration 
when they marched through 
the town of Sherbome on May 
28. They were exercising their 
new Freedom of Sherbome, 
received by their Colonel, Gen 
Sir John Wilsey, that morning, 
and marking the official open- 

ing the previous day of their 
remodelled regimental mu- 
seum at the Keep in Dorch- 
ester. 

About L260,OOO has been 
raised by the regiment towards 
the museum project and a fur- 
ther L270,OOO is needed from 
public donations. The opening 
was performed by the Duke of 
Kent, Colonel-in-Chief. 

7 
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NEWSLINE 
Serious injury claims top I ,I 00 
SERVICE personnel made 
more man 1,100 compensation 
claims for serious injury against 
the Ministry of Defence in 1993, 
Detenca under-secre(ary vis- 
mWnC~bomeDld lhSLwds.  

In aswar to a quostion by 
LoFdswinfenonMan,he  
gava me fdlowblg flDures for 
daims recaived over me past 
five years. 

With the number of claims still 
outstanding given in brackets, 
the Rgures are: 1989.594 (72); 
1690. 664 (192); 1991, 895 
(372): 1992, 960 (435): 1993, 
1.169(941). 

No distinction is made in lhe 
fgures for the degree of injury. 
The number of claims outstand- 
ing mnc!&a those where liabdty 
is not in question but where 
agreement has yet to be 
reached on the actual amwnt of 

50th annhrersary of D-Day. . . .  
Defence Under-Secretary 

Lord Cranborne paid tribute in 
me krds to me work of me 
three Armed Services in the D- 
Day commemorations in the UK 
and Normandy. 

Lord Williams of Elvel, 
Opposition Defence spokes- 
man, had earlier congratulated 
Lord Cranbwne himself on the 
organisation of the events. . . .  

Between Apni 1, 1990 and 
May 1. 1994, the Regular 
Army's uniformed strength 
(trained and untrained) was 
reduced by about 20 per cent, 
Defence Procurement Minister 
Jonathan Aitken tom the House 
of Commons. 

. . .  the Armed For- 

Details of fut- 
~ ~ S u P p l Y  the middie of 
arrangements 
for me AN fence Procure- 
*ices = 

Jonathan K i n  
tom the House 

question, Mr David Martin asked 
about the progress of plans to 
transfer me Armed Sewices 
fwd  supply task 10 Naafi. Following an imease in April. 

Armed Forces Minister the average, 7O-year-6ld 
Jeremy Haniey. who Second worm war widow 
announced proposals to close rewives atotaitax-free pension 
two Royal Navy victualling of almost f140 a week, said 
depots, said negotiations with Sodai Security Under-Secre- 
Naafi had now reached a satis- tary Lord kitor. 
factory conclusion. He declined a request put in a 

question from Lord Mackie of 
Benshie for a 30 per cent rise . . .  
for war widows -to mark the 

of Commons. . . .  

An order for about 90 attack 

the 
Hoi 

BLISTE LIEF I 
I Gentle and effective treatment for painful blisters 

0 Cornpeed acts like an extra layer 
of protective skin 

0 Cornpeed gives instant pain 
relief and creates perfect 
healing conditions outdoor pursuit shops 

Available from larger branches 
of Boots, chemists, sports and General test for revamped Warrior Rescue 

wins MC cornneed@' O~Slnbutod m me UK by 

I 
For furlher information: 0772-421434 compspd k. qSlmbldFrnarkwnld wco141uIt 

8 
rorbothanr 

A WELSH Guards military 
observer in Cambodia who had 
a price put on his head by 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas has 
been awarded the Military 
Cross for his "inspired conduct 
and m a d c e n t  example". 

Within two weeks of arriving 
in November 1992, Capt 
Richard Williams was taken 
hostage for four days, and 
when he was later refused 
armed help for two colleagues 
abducted by guerrillas, he car- 

IF YOU'RE BUYING1 iMen c m  me part exchw@?d. 
trade'mkon the prlrclple fhat 'There's 
orlyso much In a ded' - a  gocd new 
car &count means less money for 
youold one d u c e  m a .  

Fortunateh/. Natocors you set no 
vice and plerdy of m a !  Cur siratght 
Wing you the choice of wer 
7 0 0 ~ . ~ t h o v c u s c o u n t e d p c i c e s  
pkdshed 'up brit' in cur special 
Compreherak kgng Gude. 

UB fhen offer the best ircdein prlce 
based on r e d  m a k t  wlues. pnd, if 
yow ccn Is tax free, you may not have 
to payvATuhen senlng to Natocars. 

\Ibu also have the option of a lanrrote 
finance plan M credt protection, an 
extra &count on you i m m  
premium. plus special concessions for 
fenytra91 of doorstep delivery. 

So. send o( fa fhe fcnn for a 'no 
o b l ~ o n '  estimate for yw present 
c a r o n d ~ y w f r e e c o p y o f  
Natocars'C;IMetoCuEu@o.pluscar 
bochuesofywchdoe. 

ried out a single-handed 
rescue. 

On one occasion he and ... UNTIL YOU S E N D  IN THE FORM 
seven Indonesian soldiers were 
ambushed by 25 Khmer 
Rouge, and when the com- 
mander refused to counter- 
attack Capt Wdiams took 
over and flushed out the guer- 
rillas, killing four without 
injury to his party. 

TOCARS 
Wyids Rd. - Bri * Somerset - TA6 4DG 

Tel: 0278 Pter 555 * F a :  0278 4.50396 --------- 

Leeds opens streets r 
DURING a two-day visit to 
Britlsh soldiers in former 
Yugoslavia, Armed Forces 

great advances in co-operation 
between Croat and Muslim In thanks for service in Ger- 
Bosnians compared with his many, the Chief 01 me German 
last visit a year ago. Defence Stalf, Gen Naumann, 

He was met a1 Split by Brig presented honorary ribbons to 
Andrew Ridgway, Commander The King's Royal Hussars, Tha 
British Forces, and called on 2 Queen's Lancashire Regiment 
R Anglian at Vitez, 1 DWR at and The Gordon Highlanders. 
Gorazde and Bugojno. and Almost 80 British units have 
later saw Lt Gen Michael Rose. been honoured by me historic 
UN commander, in Sarajevo. Fahnenband. 

Minister Jeremy Haniey saw . . .  MEF 
to the Yorkshire LI I I I 

I am imemed in: (p imu&)  finance 0 
T~XFWO UsedCar 0 insurance 0 I 
Tax paid 0 Savings Plan0 Part Exchange 0 
Rank: Initials: 
Surname: 

I 

I 
I 

Addre-: I 
Telephone - work ern:- I 

home: Fa:- I 

OFFICERS and soldiers of 8th 
Battalion, The (Yorkshire) 
Light Infantry exercised their 
right to parade through Leeds 
at the invitation of the city's 
Lord Mayor. 

The banalion is directly 
descended from the King's 
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry - the only regiment to have 

been founded in Yorkshire and 
to have maintained a perma- 
nent connection with the 
county ever since - which was 
granted the Freedom of Leeds 
in 1945. 

A message of congrarula- 
dons was sent by the Queen 
Mother, the KOYLI'o 
Colonel-in-Chief. 

Delivery date (Required): 
F o r u s e d C o x t r y L  _ , _  - - - 
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Gorazde and Bugojno. and Almost 80 British units have 
later saw Lt Gen Michael Rose. been honoured by me historic 
UN commander, in Sarajevo. Fahnenband. 

Minister Jeremy Haniey saw . . .  MEF 
to the Yorkshire LI I I I 

I am imemed in: (p imu&)  finance 0 
T~XFWO UsedCar 0 insurance 0 I 
Tax paid 0 Savings Plan0 Part Exchange 0 
Rank: Initials: 
Surname: 

I 

I 
I 

Addre-: I 
Telephone - work ern:- I 

home: Fa:- I 

OFFICERS and soldiers of 8th 
Battalion, The (Yorkshire) 
Light Infantry exercised their 
right to parade through Leeds 
at the invitation of the city's 
Lord Mayor. 

The banalion is directly 
descended from the King's 
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry - the only regiment to have 

been founded in Yorkshire and 
to have maintained a perma- 
nent connection with the 
county ever since - which was 
granted the Freedom of Leeds 
in 1945. 

A message of congrarula- 
dons was sent by the Queen 
Mother, the KOYLI'o 
Colonel-in-Chief. 

Delivery date (Required): 
F o r u s e d C o x t r y L  _ , _  - - - 

I 

I .- 
0 



Workshop's attacking option 

' 1  .. sation was a spectacular focus 
for bi-centenety celebrations of 
the regiment in Aberdeen. 

The Gordons' campaigns in 
the Egyptian and Sudanese 
campaigns were highlighted 
following a parade of 400 Gor- 
dons murching through the 
"granite aty" exactly 200 years 
aker their first parade there. 

The beauriful Duchess of 
Gordon did her bit for the reg- 
iment by placing a guinea 
between her lips and offering it 
- and a kiss - to original 
recruits. 

Today's Gordons have spent 
a week visiting their uaditional 
recruiting m u n d  in the north- 

I 

Mlon aliAts m no1 nom1 actlvltl.~ for a0ldi.n of 70 Alrcntt Workshop bawd at ylddk Wallop - 
U I l b U h Y W  on Llon Sun exucisa in Cyprus. Sgt Tom OConnor, LCpl John Dobbln, LCpl Tony Hmr- 
rlng, Cpl Rlchk Valiance end S Q ~  OU uluwy mfmsh their Infantry sklllr Mar  Epirkopl 

Cast Of -Scotland, exerclsing 
then Freedom in the burghs 
and beaung remat. 

Cabbies go back to Normandy I . 
b I ~ ~ : ~ r J  J d 
BULFORD Conservation 
Gmup on Salisbury Plain has 
reached the last ten of the 
Shell Best of Bener Britain 
campaign for volunlary groups 
WhlCh work to improve the 
enuironment. Tne group. of 
Army and civilian personnel. 
~ t e d  450 nesting boxes made 
from recycled ammunaion 
boxes and has ikweased the 
population of barn owls on Sal- 
isbury Plain by 500 per cant. 

0 . .  
Gazelles of 6 Flight Army Af 

Cow in Shavhury camed 
mcks to Helvellyn in the LaKe 
District. The Territorial Army pl- 
Ids and crew spent th ree  days 
on training mm underslurIQ 
loads which were used 10 con- 
struct a new path thmugh sev- 
erely eroded areas of fellside. 

0 . .  
Sixty cadets of The Royal 

Green Jackets and the Band of 
The Light Division sounded 
retreat outside the headquW 
tws of RGJ in the West End of 
London in ce)ebratim of the 
cadet unit's centenary year. 
Designated The King's Royal 
Rifle Corps. the unit - Wm only 
cadet unit ever to have earned 
r s  own battle nonour, in South 
Africa - was inspected by Fd 
MarShaiLordBramall-himself 
a Green Jacket. 

The Army Benevolent Fund provides help to any man 

served in the British Army and are in real need. This help is 
given in two ways: through grants to supplement Corps or 
Regimental aid and by financial support to over 70 national 
charities providing for the special needs of those in distress. 
Our overall aim is to bring help to the many cases where 
state assistance is inapplicable, inadequate or unable to 
meet the immediate need. 

assistance for those who served their country. 

r woman and their families if they are serving or have 

Your donation, covenant or legacy will provide invaluable 

Please help them in their hour of need. 

The Military Sales Hotline is 0 
Monday to Friday 0900 - 1700 

0 Special flight offers 

0 Competitive rates for. 
- Car Hire 
- Hotel Accommodation 
- Travel Insurance 

These offers are 

spouses, unmarried dependent 
up to the age of 2.- 
eligible persons. 

BenevoMt Auwcktion for War Mo 
s back to Normandy to mark the 50th 

Swedes drop in on 24 Airmobile Brigad : 
A SWEDISH military team ment and manpower in its tional treaty concerned 
paid a one-day visit to 24 Air- peace-time location. The team, confidence security build 
mobile Brigade units in Colcb- tasked under the reciprocal measures - was met and b 
ester and Wattisham to arrangements of the Vienna ed by the brigade's 
evaluate the brigade's equip- Document 1992 - an intema- der, Brig Peter Grant 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 
1 THE ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND 
L--,--- --- 4 In conjunction with the Services Booking Centre 
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SSgt Blll Pmctor (back row, fourth left), is lwking forward to retirement 
after nine years' service with the Meteorological Troop, Central Volun- 
teer HQ RA. Before mat. Bill. Seen here with colleagues at a detachment 
commanders' (Territorial Army) course at Larkhill, had been a Regular 
gunner for 23 years 

won me rmpny ror n 
9 best overall shi 

From left to right a 
Col Alan Mole, LC 

Wh; inese cram s n m  
from the 6th (Norlt- 
umberland) Battalion, 
The Royal Regiment lotti 
of Fusiliers carried off &art Melvln, Fi 

when they became Maj Alan Wall, WO2 
Eastern District Territorial Army my Ward, WO2 Alex 
champions at the annual skill-at- McNelsh, Sgt Chrls Kam, Fus 
arms meeting at Strensall. near Stephan Durham, 2nd Lt Peter 
York. Sgt Chris Kane, 6 RRF, Grlfflths. 

four majar trophies me< S o e o ~ e y  nawitso.., 

I 

***************** 
IA'S 1,000 E 

c c 
c 

A single-handed achievement was celebrated c 
in Aldershot when Sylvla Nash, voluntary + 

ednor of Scornline- the sports infor- C 
mabon sheet which covers the c 

Southern District - for the past C 
20 years. notched up her c 
1,OoMh issue. Sylvia. who has * 

, foilowed the careers of many t 

NOT OUT = 

Wnen Offmr Cadet Mark 
Budgen of Tedord-based 
Rova. Mercian Lancastrnan 
Yeomanry, who is training for a 
commission. is not engaged in TA activities such as trying his hand 
at the Wales skill-at-arms meeting at Sennybridge. he has an 'eggs- 
traordinary" ciwy occupation. He's an osbich farmer. owning 12 of 
the beasis from which he hopes to breed. . . 

3 5- : i . . .  
.... 

PICKFORD'S MOVE 
After more than 19 years. RSM Bob 
Plckford is back at Meeanee Bar- 
racks, Coichester. as RSM of 1 LI. "It 
hasn't changed much, although I feel 
a lttle more important than I did then," 
joked Bob, who in the intervening 
oeriod has served all over the world. 
He hasjusttaken overfrom RSM M.v 
Qamer. 

Par I. 

Signal Squadron won the gru- 
elling two-day Commander's 
Cup competition on Dartmoor 
against ten other Royal Sig- 
nals units. From left (back) are 
Cpl Kevln Fbad, LCpl AI Ham- 
mond, LCpl Andy Hodgeson, 
Sig Tony Barker; (front) Sgt 
Jlm Duncan, Capt Steve 
Vlckery, Sig Paul Hendenon, 
Sig Taff Klnsay. Teams are 
picked at random so Comman- 
der of Communications, Brig 
Nlgel Wood, can assess stan- 
dards. 



Ar- Yong rock 'n roll! 
! I  

QARANC took over the plan- 
ning and leadership. 

Other members of the team 
were Capt Jane Couper, Sgt 
Sharon Armsby, S 5  Helm 

LcCormac, Cpl Owens Pozzi- 
unlng and LCpl Sheli Bithell 

(all QARANC), and Cpl Andy 
Honeyman and LCpl Kerry 
Mount of the RAMC. 

The hospital party-none of 
whom had previous experience 
~ flew from Hong Kong to 
Kathmandu and spent three 
days canymg out capsize and 
emergency drills on the rapids 
of the less-demanding Tnsuli, 
a nver which follows the Kath- 

landu-Pokhara road, before 
riving and trekking for four 

,ays to the launch site on the 
Karnali. 

Puning the Jailhouse Rock 1 episode behind them, the 
rafters "with more than a little 

I fear" continued their voyage, 
eventually completing a 
190km stretch of the river 
during which they negotiated 
more than 70 further white 
water rapids without mishap. 

The expedition ended at 
Chisapani, from where the 
BMH team visited Toyal 
Bardia wildlife reserve for a 
memorable elephant safari. 

INE nurses and medics and 
I administrator from BMH 
ong Kong had a terrifying 
cape while shooting rapids 

-.I the Kamali river in Nepal. 
Things went disasuously 

wrong when their raft over- 
med on Jailhouse Rock, the 
rgest rapid on the river, tlip- 

The cold and exhausted 
pmg bodies in all directions. 

Wl - 
'hvdra 

(areas where the water recircu- 
lates on the other side of the 
rock) before safety kayakers 
managed to pull them back to 
the raft. 

Expedition member S S 5  
Andy Day AGC(SPS) and a 
river guide were heaved on to 
the upside-down raft, but 
before it could be righted the 
raging river had swept the party 
I into anothe- ---LA 

some time for the party to 
regroup. Miraculously no one 
was injured and the raft ar  -" 

equipment was recovered. 
The only casualty was .... 

shoe worn by Sgt Tony Chns- 
tou RAMC, although he did 
retrieve the in-sole1 

Exemse Fools Paradise was 
conceived by Capt Jeff Lub- 
bock, then adventurous train- 
:-g OB--- "- n?4H Hong 

an& b was posted 
! lefferies 

sited dowr 
of the eon 

.L 

TEN soldiers from the First 
Battalion, The Staffordshir+ 
Regiment W e - P r i n c e  of 
Wales's) took pan in Exercise 
Amazon Dragon, an expedi- 
tion with the double aim of 
climbing Mt R o w  m the 
south east of Venezuela and 
journeying by boat down the 
Rio Orinoco, along the 
Orinoco Delta to the sea. 

Led by Lt Adam Brancher, 
the team spent more than a 

week climbing the mountain, 
with seven of the soldiers 
making the summit. 

Living conditions for the 
journey by native boat along 
the Orinoco Rwer were primi- 
tive, but this allowed the 
group, who have since 
deployed on a residential tour 
of Northern Ireland, to gain an 
insight h a  the .customs and 
ways of 1Ee;Of th$Delta Indi- 
anS. 

Sheffield .. :1 

team hot 
foot it Brunei rafters take on 
to Mexico 

I 
- 

excursion 
TEN members of B Com- 
pany, 1st Battalion, The 
King's Own Scottish Bor- 
derers visited the D-Day 

three dormant volcanm to the 
east of Mexico City. 

Led by 2nd Lr Bob Childs of 
64Sqn, who had proposed and 
o rgan id  the project, the part- 
time ddim spmt 14 gruelling 
& y S i n ~ C W l t U & l O g -  
gingup5,422milesintfm- 
night 

Fint slmrmir, Cofre De 
Paoa (432m) involved an 

altitude sickness and 
cold on the final 

a Malinche (4,46lm), 
ras the steepest of the 

ree volcanoes. But there was 
io tune to warm up during a 
ott res* recreation break 
Acaoi 

taken by 1 KOSB on 
D-Day advance and on the Caen, subsequent and 

visited graves of fallen 
Borderers at Hermanville. 

the summit they were surprised 
to find armed police guarding 
television and radio masts. 

A large pack of dogscaused a 

c 

Members of the team emeri- 
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Our Repmsmtafhm will rdf at your 
mqW. Ring (0727) 841321 - 

Fox (0727) 831462 or write for detuils to: 
220 H& Rood, St Albons, b l e m  AL14l.W 

I 
I 
I 
I Name .................................................................. 
j Addr eJs ............................................................... 
1 ............................................................................. 
I 

I 
, ................................................ Tel ...................... 

t ------------- -- 
Please slobs vow poFttculor requhemenh b l o w :  

............................................................................. 

ZlPPO LIGHTERS 
ENDRAVED IN COLOUR WITH 
YOUR REGIMENTAL CREST 

The original petrol 
windproof lighters. 

Guaranteed for life or 
repaired free of charge. 

Delivered duty paid UK 
or duty free overseas. 

Minimum engraved 
order 50 

For information on models availabk, with no minimum order 

For full deteils complete the wupm M o w  andsend to: 
requirement please tick 

............ ........................................................... 
WAIIPORAMMSLWTESLTD..,UmT27WiNDUNlglYQNTRL, 

3 m U D B R O K E G R O V E , U W @ W  
~ s e r s n d m s f u l l d e t a i l a ~ t  howtoobtainZippo lishmrsansnvod 
with my Wimsnnl Crm. 

NAME ................................... i ............................................... 
ADDRESS ............................................................................ 

. . . . . . .  

ApreaAlen@ys0p\rmin 
D o m n u n d a n d t h e s m D u  
man' of a Northem Ireland 
tour, the red dragon ofW& m 

the Lincolnshin catntrynde. 
To put it &er way, the 

mcmbun of 22nd Regiment 
Roqnl Attillery, 5 w* 
Gzmnns", have beon 
used to life ut tfieir baw in 
KittOnLindsey near scunthor- 
pe, fmm whose sirfitld tbe 1%- 
en&wyDouglasBsda&w. 

He would have appreciated 
the r & w n t ' s  aim which 
although these dsys it has 
dmpped its air defence role 
fiam in tide, is "to prevent 
memy airaaft intcrfehg with 
ground opantiona'. 

c o d  of Lt Col Steve 
Thmaas, re-ed fmm DO-- 
mund in August 1992 after 14 
yeprs in Gtnnany and was 
deployed CO Nonhan Ireland 
in April last year. 

"My probkm ss$m wc came 
b a c k m ~ w a s ~ ~  
wcPrrnerinfantrYbvtwc 
hed m mJ;o sum tbat we 
did not lose our rir defence 

WYplPntiaeitsfcttffmplyin 

The regiment, under the 

Dllnaon 
lands in 
Lincolnshire 
ski&" Lt col Thomas snid. 

So fiam November until 
Msrch, all of22's baK& had 
to re-pain on Rapier and 
Javelin, cnlminn- in thek 
firiryr mi& in the Hebrides. 

'We have now finished OUT 
tahnicalrraininpandpreback 
o n m c k w i t h a c r i c a l t "  
@aid the CO, whae own test 
excrck, Summer Drpeon, is 
dwtoaontiIeaKtpfmmthe 

goats in Awpst and Septcm- 
be€. 

The regiment, under the 
command of 3rd (VK) Divi- 
sion &ud with corps trooposup 
porting the Wied Rapid hac- 
tion Corps, has five banmcs, 
including a Commando bat- 
tay, and uses surveillpace 
radar, optical mckem and 
Rapier as well as Javelin shoul- 
deAa&ed mksW. 

For dassroom trainitlg, a 
compar&tivcly archaic syrcp! 
using slide pmjecdans has 
been supemeded by a simulp- 
tor not utllik the ubk@twa 

notches well as more hwing wphisicaced, a much ~loyr  BS 

= - d e w -  But the new kit is %eamal 

smow Sitting purpose. W e  an itumucsm, 

@TUmO15orrO 
17 
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WELSH GUNNERS 
densed into a priority arc, so 
missiles are not wasted. 

“If we are weak in a particu- 
lar area, we can either ask the 

ck it on CO if we can have some 
Javelins to fill that particular 
can. or we can re-configwe, 

- sending the recce 

said one member 
of the battery. 

Detailsoftarget 
engagement rates 
- the number of 
times an aircraft 
can be hit within a 
certain arc - are 
recorded. 

Console opera- 
tors, who have the 
help of a surveil- 
lance radar, and 
are usually under 
the ordm of a 

Xapier poop commanders detachment commander (a 
recce up to 15 to 20 sites and bombardier or sergeant), gen- 
return to the command post erally have two to three sec- 
with data on the areas which onds reaction time on 
the weapon 6ystem can and ident i fyingathedimageof  

can identify an enemy 
a skill put into practice 
r classroom whenever 

ves a con- 

officers out again,” 

I I 1  watching - and is 
not allowed to 
tire unless he 
has identified the 

This is put to 
invaluable use in 
the field, as mem- 
btrs of the regi- Fd 
ment’s 35 Battery Roylll rwlm 
demonstrated to 

22 ~~1 

r 1 

intemptions for alxmonth tour and 
re-tnlnlng are 22 R.plilWnt’lr NgbY 
squad, who reached the finals of a k r y  
m h v  fsrrt -son e x d  the Annv CUD Above - Bdr Nlcholaa 

Evana opomtw point- 
ing stick In the field, 
wlth Gnr Wayne J o m  
at COMoie 

Y 

Below - identifying 
end ehootlng down 
the enemy on class- 
room trainer is Gnr 
Matthew Welch (back- 
ground) as instructor 
Bdr Leighton Yhnell 
keeps an eye on the 

a-, , 

: WO s o m m  nom m e  mgimmrr 

battery was set up. To begin 
with, the amount of Comman- . .  

7 

not be feasible to use radar, 
such as when a unit is first 
deployed to the field and 
cannot use electronic equip 
ment, a hand-held “pointing 
stick” will over-ride the radar if 
necessary. 

The DN181 radar tracker 
system has all-weather capabil- 
ities, 24 hours a day. Its only 
act-back, said one of the opera- 
tors, is that it takes a compam- 

i rnveiiing 

launch 
school 

. member. 

~ a real magnet for 
en, said one 

At some stage in theaeld, all 
operators will take their turn 
helping out in the echelon sup- 
POK vehicles, an .essential part 
of any operation, canying aa {’, 
they do the poops’ cooking 
equipment, sleeping hags and which is I 
washing facilities. 
A demonmation of a totally 

different kind waa m o d  for 
SOLDER’S visit by members 
of20 ccmm~ndo ~ p n s r ~ ,  P ~ R  I ~ ~ d r  ~ain said “we months. 

look easy, speedily arr 
themselves into an ami 
mation on hitting the gn 

) 

. 
) 

“And of course, apart from 
telling would-be recruits about 
jungle and Arctic warfare expe- 
riences, with the extra element 
)f the missiles, I think we can 
>ffer much more than our 

rgiments.” 
:ol Thomas is very proud 

n t ’ s  connections. 
first Welsh CO of 
;unners. We have 

ties with the towns of 

--- ‘ 

our recruiting area is the whole :: 
of Wales.” . .~ 

With three awards across the”’ 
ranks in the first, revised, Hon- 
ours List and progress being 
made on the sporting side now 
that his men can settle down 
and live up to 22 Regiment’s 
recruiting motto: “High tech- 
nology soldiers in the modem 
Army”, he is a happy man. 

I ..’: 

There is only one cl 
his horizon, he says. 

“I like to recruit 
em - and 7 RHA 

t s&, which is translated a target. 
c---- -- computer print-out. A Rapier launcher, with six ___  __ . .-- . 

o f 3 c o m m p n d D ~  have come a long way since the Their c~fpvpn 1an1 and Newport, and from me.. .” 
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BATTALIONS in Nato's Allied Command 
Europe Rapid Reaction Corps have to be ready 
to deploy anywhere at short notice, and the 
4W5th Battalion, The Royal Irish Rangers (V) 
is proving this by operating in the Falkland 
Islands. 

The only TA infantry battalion in Northern 
Ireland, 415 Rangers is the first to be used in an 
MOD mal of the feasibility of using volunteer 
reserves in support of the Armed Services in 
circumstances short of war, 

The reinforced platoon of 40 soldiers from 
Portadown, Newtownards, Abbotscroft, Bally- 
mena, Enniskillen and Armagh will carry out a 
four-month tour as part of the Reinforcement 
Infantry Company from the 1st Battalion, The 
Royal Irish Regiment, which is based in 
Cyprus. 

Most volunteers are single, and almost 
three-quarters are employed. Some are stu- 
dents who can use their summer vacation, 
others are changing jobs or are intending to 
join the Regular Army after the tour. Only one 
soldier has had to resign from his job. 

"Looking at the quality of the soldiers I am 
not surprised they are so valuable to their 
employers that they have been given time off 
and job security when they return," said the 
commanding officer, Lt Col Hugh Sturgeon. 

The battalion has no operational role within 
Northern Ireland. Its training includes 
nuclear, chemical and biological subjects, as 
well as anti-tank weapons in keeping with 
being ready to mobilise abroad in suppart of 
national defence policy. 

Training in the South Atlantic will be split 
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ranzes, uatrollina, a quick reaction force and 
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DIOUrs of 
WINDSOR Castle was the 
dramatic sening on June 8 
when the Duke of Edinburgh 
pmeuted ~ l o u r a  to the 1st 
Battalion, The Royal Glouces- 
rershire, Berkshk and Wilt- 

The Duke, as Colonel-in- 
Chief, with the Duke of 
Gloucester, Deputy Colonel- 
in-Cbief, and Maj Gen Robin 
Grist, Colonel of the new rem- 
ment, then joined a rank ofbat- 
tahon representatives to receive 
a unique honour. 

ous stand by the 1st Battalion, 
The Gloucesterahire Regi- 
ment, supported by Troop C, 
17orh Independent Morrar 
Battery, Royal Artillery in 
Korea in 1951, Gen Gordon 
Sultivan, Chief of StafF of the 
United States Army, tied a blue 
United States presidential cita- 
tion, the Solma-Ri streamer, to 
agunof25/170 (Imjin)Battery 
RA and the new regimental 
colour. 

tokens to the battalion and bat- 
tery representatives. 

The regiment is formed 
from the amalgsmadon of The 
Gloucestershire Regiment and 
The Duke of Edinburgh's 
Royal Regimeat (BaLshirc 

shim Regiment. 

in recognition of the glori- 

Gm Sullivan also presented 

w :"- I. ! .i:.,','. _., :,,.: ..... ~ 
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FIFTY YEARS on, the 1994 
invasion of Normandy proved 
a much more peaceful affair 
than on D-Day as soldiers, past 
and present, gathered to 
remember those who fell in 
action and commemorate the 
beginning of the Second Front. 

It was perhaps apt that the 
British Army’s 3rd (United 
Kingdom) Division, which had 
taken part in the original D- 
Day landing, was selected to 
support the Second World War 
veterans in their commemora- 
tive events. 

Again the British Army 
deployed by sea and air. At the 
Marchwood Military Port in 
Hampshire, dozens of vehicles 
were driven up the ramps of 
two Royal Fleet Auxiliary loss- 
tic landing ships, Sir Guluhad 
and Sir Bedivere, as more than 
800 troops marched on board. 

The vessels are descended 
from the tank landing ships 
(LCTs) used so extensively on 
D-Day, and form part of the 
United Kingdom’s Amphi- 

bious Task Group. The mili- symbolic representation of the 
tary port, used as an assembly embarkation of the invasion 
area for Operation Overlord force. 
and a Mulberry harbour con- In addition, the landing ship 
struction site, is home to 17 HMAV Ardennes took part in 
Port and Maritime Regiment the Royal review of embarked 
RLC (Lt Col Mike Bowles), veterans. Meanwhile, three 
which was heavily involved in other Army vessels set sail for 
providing assistance to D-Day Arromanches on the Nor- 
events. mandy coast. 

RAF C130 Hercules aircraft 
bers D-Day flew another 

500 Servicemen 
and women 
across the Eng- 

event at Netley, 

For the Hampshire Remem- 

Company from 
the Royal Mili- 
tary Academy, 

a barge taking 
him to the 
Royal Yacht. A week later at Sandhurst and 20 “press min. 
the start of the UK national ders” drawn from the Territor- 
commemorations, from a ial Army’s Pool of Public 
beach at Stokes Bay, Gosport, Information Officers com- 
Chieftain main battle tanks manded by Col Mike Peters. 
were loaded on board two of 5 1 Another 1,100 British sol- 
Port Squadron’s RLCs diers, of the 1st and 3rd Battal- 
(ramped crafr, logistic) as a ions, The Parachute Regiment 

From thls observation pianorm constructed by these sappers from 198 Fkld Support Squadron (EOD). 
vlsltors to Merville Battery will be better placed to vlew the whole wartime comDIex 

and elements of 10 Para, 
descended on a Ranville drop- 
zone. 

After the two RFA ships 
entered the Caen canal at 
Ouistreham and steamed 
towards the restored city of 
Caen, soldiers had a grand- 
stand new of the new Pegasus 
Bridge which was raised to 
permit the grey-painted troop 
carriers to sail past. 

At Caen docks, personnel 
from 59 Movement Control 
Squadron RLC were waiting to 
co-ordinate the move of 
incoming troops to administra- 
tive bases from where unit8 
would carry out their support- 
ing tasks. 

The operation, codenamed 
Iron Tribute, involved the 3rd 
(United Kingdom) Division 
organising services at five wir 
cemeteries and a British veter- 
and parade at Arromanches. 

While divisional troops were 
deploying, three specialist TA 
units were putting finishing 
touches to projects around the 
D-Day landing areas. 

Commanded bv Lt Col 
Peter Hayward-Broomfield, 
sappers from 120 and 130 
Field Squadrons (Air Support) 
and 198 Field Support 
Squadron (EOD) (V) used 
their two-week annual camD to 
renovate historic sites. To 
assist in moving men and 
materials, two Gazelle heli- 
copters and crew from the 
TA’s 666 Squadron Army Air 
Corps were attached. 

On D-day the 9th Battalion, 
The Parachute Regiment, 
commanded by Lt Col Ter- 
ence Otway, was tasked to 
knock out a battery of German 
guns at Menille. Allied plan- 
ners had been concerned that 
the battery posed a threat to 
the eastern flank of the 
seaborne landings at Sword 
beach. 

A less than successful para- 
chute drop left the battalion 
scattered across the Normandy 
countryside. Of its original 
strength of800 men, only 150 
made it to the start line for the 

I 

. 

One 01 the Isrger(-ewr peacalm pmchute drops took place on the orlglnal wartime drop LOM (02) 
n Ranvllle, whmn mom Man 1,200 pru landed In two w a v u  from 17 C130 HercuiM aircmn. Many of 

replacemen1 tor the long-es~3llshmd PX4 system. H VIS the first publlc ahowlng for the new ‘chute 
Me pmhutlst.  1IM urlng the new IOvr-kVOl pImhU1. (LLP) which has jur( antered SONIC0 as a 

force attacked the battery from 
the rear and captured the 
objective in 30 minutes. 

Some years ago, one of the 
battery’s casemates, which had 
been used as a cowshed for 40 
yem, was renovated by 10 
Field Squadron RE. This year, 
198 Squadron was tasked to 
refurbish a second, to provide 
access for visitors. 

Said the OC, h4aj Jeremy 
Smethursc “We cleared out 
the interior of the bunker and 

which covered its top. Con- 
crete steps were laid and a 
viewing platform was con- 
structed to enable veterans and 
visitors to stand on top and 
obsetve the whole battery area. 
We also built some orientation 
tables which will contain point- 
ers to key points around the 
area.” 

At the site of Pegasus Bridge, 
on the opposite bank from 
Cat6 Gondrce, sappers laid the 
foundations for a path across 

zone. Stone columns mark the 
spots where the three gliders 
came to a standstill. 

From a cWtop overlooking 
Arromanches, soldiers built 
steps down to the town and 
erected railing at the cliff edge. 
Nearby, others were installing 
a memorial, on behalf of the 
RE Association, to mark the 
involvement of the many Royal 
Engineers units in the landings 
and battles. 

Its central feature is a map of 

sapper perspective, surround- 
ed on three sides by a stone 
wall. Formation insignia have 
been mounted around the wall. 

One of the soldiers involved 
in the stone’s construction in 
the UK was LCpl Terry More- 
ton, a stonemason in civilian 
life who has worked on York 
Minster. 

“There was a bit of a drama 
when we found one of the key 
pieces of Podand stone had 
been badly cut,” explained 
Col Hayward-Broomfield. “I 
phoned the quany and staff 
there spent their bank holiday 
weekend cutting a replace- 
ment. We then had to find a 
way to collect the stone t h m  
the UK. 

“Fortunately, the US con- 
tingent was working further 
along the coast. I asked their 
help and they provided a Chi- 
nook helicopter which flew us 
back over the English Channel 
to collect the new segment of 
memorial.” 

The sappers also found time 
to tour the battlefields and 
cemeteries. As they prepared 
to leave, a second invasion was 
taking place - a veritable 
armada of ferries full of veter- 
ans and their families, landing 
at French ports in the region. 
The old soldiers were gather- 
ing to remember their fallen 
comrades, meet fellow sur- 
vivors and to tell their grand- 
children of their part in 
Operation Overlord. 

It was now that months of 
planning by 3rd (UK) Divi- 
sion’s Commander Royal 
Artillery, Brig Mike Raworth, 
and his stafipaid off, as Deputy 

Figgurs explained: 
“when tasked for this opera- 

tion, we began by identifying 
the nature of the ceremonies, 
the order of service and who 
would conduct them. We 
wanted to ensure that the vet- 
erans were able to celebrate the 
commemoration of their 
deeds, 50 years ago, in the best 
possible way. 

“We smwe to ensure, as far 
as it was possible, that they 
were looked after, dven the 
right information and able to 
get to the right place at the 
right time.” 

Two principal divisional 
headquarters were established 
- a main HQ on board two 
landing ships at Caen, and a 
divisional support group which 

chief of staff, Col Andrew 
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Dave Soan-, 
nd Falkland, lead 

iner a maas parachute drop 
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end hls gunner 
ines, are both 
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Abo\n: A monk smong Normandy vetamns reviewed 
by the Ouwn md Duke ol Edinburgh st Anomanches 

Rlght Sappen from 36 Enslneer Reglmant prepare tha 
bwch st Arromanchr tor tha Ousen'e vlait 
Above centm: Pans await ordam at the Ranvllle DZ 

Above: Panda commander 
Academy Sgt Major, WO1 
Davld Cox, had more than 
10,oM) vstarans under hie 
command at Arromanchee 

L.tt: Parkad ne* to a section 
of Mulbarry herbour, 23 PFA 
madlcs await a cell during the 
Armmanches march-past 

Rlght Thb bust ol Maj Gan 
Rlchard Gale, wartlms 
commander of 6th Airborne 
Division, wan unveiled at 
Ranvllle by the Prlnca oi 
WaIr .  Tha bust was sculpted 
by Vlvl Mallock 

Left During a 
private visit to 
Ranvllle war 
cemetery, the 
Colonel 
Commandant of 
The Parachute 
Regiment, Maj 
Gen Rupert 
Smlth, the 
Prince of Wales 
and Regimental 
Colonel David 
Parker watch a 
wartime Dakota 
aircraft passlng 
overhead 

i 

M 
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comma 
Campbail 

Above: Army n 
Michelle Browr 
Roaaii and LCp 

convenatlon wlth D-Day 
medical offlcer Lt Col (Rat4 

Shepherd 01 23 r r m  n n a  

. . ~  ,. BertHodgson. ~, . .  : 
,. . ' , ~ ~  ~ 

Mlllln entertains VI 
Bayeux wlth a vlrtu 

--low: Ths Ch id  
Delence Statl, Fd Marshal 
Slr P e r  Inge, grwta two 
Normandy veterans -r 

11 Rmglmbnt 
rmemoratlva 

nermanvllle 

Rlght: Normandy 14 klcheni  

Army, Royal Navy and Royal Alr Force. 
He elao served In the TerrRorlel Army 

Far rlght: Cpl Gary Chandler and Mal . ' 
Mark Bettarldge 01 653 Squadron M C  
provide ground control communicatlons?~~;,; ~:, 
for t h m  Lynx hellcopters hrrylng ' ' 

~ve.tenne to e ceremony at Pegasus 

Flnan, ex-REME, saw sarvlce wlth the 

~. 
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0 From page 25 
trolled logistics for the 

ch major unit deployed on 
peration was tasked to 
ise a service of remem- 
e a t  five British war 
teries selected from 18 

rdchutr Regiment took 

MF a t  Douvres la E. Mlwrande. 47 Reeimcnt. 
b y a l  Artillcry at Rvcs and 36 
Shineer  Reeiment at E k u x  
I I 

Other units involved includ- 
, ? ,#d 1 M A ,  9 Supply Rcgimenr 

RLC, 158 Provost Company 
’ -%P, 653 Squadron AAC, 
W214 Squadron of 21 Signal 
Regiment and Catering Sup- 
port Staff Medical cover was 
provided by 21 Parachute 
Field Ambulance RAMC, 
while the REME‘s equipment 
support sections kept the dim- 
sion’s trucks on the road. 
32 

Attendance at D U a y  cerr- 
monies is an annual occur- 
rrncr for 3 Div, with elements 
travelling to Francr to com- 
memorate the invasion at its 
central point, Hsrmanville- 
sur-Mer. 

Over the yrdrs, the division 
has presented the village with 
gifts to mark the very real 
friendship that exists between 
the inhabitants, the division 
and its veterans. These have 
ranged from a computer for the 
village school to a Churchill 
A V E .  sited on a memorial at 
La BrCchc d’Hermanville. 

This year’s gift was a stat- 
uette of a British soldier knecl- 
ing in prayer before rhc 
invasion, sculpted by Peter 
Hicks. It was presented to the 
Mayor of Hermanville by the 
GOC 3 Div, M a j  Gen Mike 
Jackson. 

Before the presentation, sol- 
diers laid wreaths on the beach 
before attending a 3rd Division 
service of remcmbrancs a t  thc 
Commonwealth War Graves 

L- 

emctery, where local children 
id flowers on the graves of 

those who died on D-Day. 
In the run-up to the national 

commemorative evqts, the 
area around Pegasus Bridge 
attracted the attention of thou- 
sands of veterans. The Bugle 
Platoon of 2nd Battalion, Thc 
Royal Green Jackets, led by 
Bugle Major Joey Byme, 
~ ~ ‘ a y e d  a t  a ceremony a t  Cafe 

and& to mark thc prescnta- 
. . ~ n  of a regimcnral memorial 
Dlauur to mark the establish- . .  
ment’s long connection with 

L -1 the Oxfordshire and Buckinp- 

With her binoculars and Union 
Flag at the ready, this Arro- 
manches resident was deter- 
mined to get a good view of 
the ceremonies 

- 
hamshire Light Infantry, 
whose soldiers landed in the 
glider operation at the bridge. 
The cafe was the first house to 
he liberated on D-Day. 

Following the cemetery ser- 
\,ices on June 6, it was intend- 
ed char as many British 
veterans as possible should 
march past the Queen and 
other members of the royal 
family a t  Arromanches. 

In advance of the various 

lead the prayers. Medics from 
23 PFA carried him awav on a , 

ceremonies, 20 Field 
Squadron of 36 Engineer Regi- 
ment put together prcfabricat- 
od platforms on which royal 
guests and clergy wouid stand, 
08 well as installing ramps to 
permit wheelchair access. 
They had been C O M U U C ~ ~ ~  in 
kit form at Engineer 
Resources, Long Marston. 
There would have been more 
sappers to hand, but one-third 
of the regiment had been sent 
fa Boama. 

Said Lt Simon Higgins: “We 
transported it all aaoss to 
France on our trucks. When 
we arrived at Bayeux, we found 
the factory premises, where we 
planned to assemble the Royal 
dais and platforms, wan laclong 
power, light or water. 

“My men w&d 19 hours a 

day for five days to get all the 
platforms painted, brass-edged 
and carpeted, ready for the 
events. 

stretcher. 
Ceremonial matters at Arm- 

manches were the responsibili- 
ty of the RMA Sandhurst’s 

“Because the tides on the Academy Sergeant Major, 
Normandy coast are so erratic, 
we had to pramse geuing the 
royal dsls off the beach before 
the tide came in, using a self- 
loadmg dump truck to carry it. 

“We also had to repair steps 
on the seafront leading to the 
beach, lay a special woven 
carpet from the steps to the 
dais, and construct a ramp over 
a sewage outfall pipe, across 
which the veterans had to 
march.“ 

neer Regiment found 
selves involved in 
duties at Bayeux wi 

Other elements of 36 

co-ordinated hv 

WO1 David Cox, Gren G d s  - 
who, es parade commander, 
had no idea how many veterans 
would turn up on the day, or 
whether the beach would sup 
port their weight. 

“I couldn’t be sure of num- 
bers so we rehearsed for 14 
divisions ofveterans, each 600- 
strong. In the event, 10,000 
turned up,” he said. 

“Because of the number 
involved and their age, we pied 

J keep it simple. There was no 
:hearsal. Veterans nuned up 

ide and away they went. 
h con-nt had a mar- 

from 3 Close 
ment RLC, and 
lead them thro 
had two sergean malors 
two colour sergeants 
Sandhurst to assist me.” 

during the parade we 
Army vessels from 
wood. The larger light-grey 
logistic landing craft, HMAV 
Amkan, was flanked by two 
ramped craft (logistic), Am-  
munches and Awzo.  

Many veterans were wearing 
a new medal for the first time. 
As a tribute to veterans of the 
Battle of Normandy, the Reg- 
ional Council of Normandy 
created a commemorative 
medal for veterans or next of 
!&. 

They were presented by 
regional councillors and 
mayors at the Women’s Abbey 
in Caen or on battle sites 
during formal ceremonies. The 
gold medal hangs from a. 
distinctive rainbw-coloured 

Beached behind the vetetan 

.i 



A new report commissioned by the housing charity Crlsls claims that ex-Service homeless are more 
disadvantaged than other homeless people. We look at what the Armed Forces do to redress the balance. 

What the Crisis 
b f-rvice report says to Germany A QUARTER of ail singie 

homeless people have 
seved in the Armed 
Forces, accordlog to 
research carried out for the 
housing charity CrisNs. 

A study of homeless  ex^ 
Service and former  mer^ 
chanl Navy personnei. 
Falling Oul', concludes that 
they are rnore disadvan- 
taged lhan other homeiess 
people. 

They are: 
0 more likely to sieep 

average older. have diffi- 
culty In settling or  ieaving 
the Forces, anu tound the 
level and Quality of heip in 
finding accommodation on 
leaving ihe Forces to be 
iow 

Of the 73 men inter- 
viewed iii tiosteis. soup 
Kitchens and homeiess 
centres in London. oniy 12 
per cent had received heip 
in finding accommodation 
when they left the Forces. 
and only 39 per cent were 
satisfied with the heip they 
had received. 

Many 410 had thought at 
the time that ltiey did not 
need I?eip had since 
changao their minds. 

The repor! concludes 
that r<?settlement iielp is 

much less so to single Set 
vicemen and women 

Only ten per cent i 
cases deait with by th 
Joint Service Housin 
Advice Office. set up i 
1992, are single people 
The report acknowledge 
that schemes do exist t 
help the singie ex-Servic 
homeless. but says the 
can help oniy a sma 
number each year. 

"Singie peopie ieavin 
the Forces sufter th 
double biow 01 losing the 
job and their accommod2 
tion;'says Crisis~ 

'7he nature of their iife i 
the Forces has meant thi 
they have not built up 
stake in housing ~- throug 
tenants rights or on th 

use-buying ladder - an 
?y have no right to b 
housed by their loci 
ithority 
'They are aiso mor 
eiy to havc C?coiiic inst 
tionaiised . . :' 
'-The MOD shouid recoi 
ie  the particular prot 
ns of singie peopl 
wing the Forces and th 
le they have in helpin 
em in the transition t 
iiiiaii life." This was espc 
rily important if1 the ligf 
the redundancies resul 

3 trorn Options fi 
mige 
Measures recommende 
the Faiiing Oul authot 

3ude: 

past PLrpose of tne roaa- 
snow was 10 ensLre tnat ail 
Germany-based ieavers 
p ann ng to ve m Scotland 
are aware of problems tney 
may face 

Hodsing ana employ. 
ment were the most press. 
ng ssues. and the 
roadshow team was grate. 
121 for s~pport g ven oy rep  
resentat ves from tne 
Convention of Scon sn 
Loca ALtnor t es Scan sn 
Homes the Law Society 01 
Scotland, the Emp oyment 
Service and Fde Enter- 
pr se 

YOL can contact the 
Action and Smoon Team 

I IU 
RESETTLEMENT experts 
from the Action and Sup- 
port team at HQ Scotland 
met more than 140 Service 
leavers and their wives 
during an intensive road- 
show tour of BAOR. 

Their presentations at 
Hohne, Gutersioh and 
Rheindahlen were made in 
two parts: short talks in the 
nmrning followed by dis- 
cussions after lunch. 

A member of the team 
also visited many units 
sending redundees to Scot- 
land to discuss admin prob- 
lems that have arisen in the 

---I- - 

homes rougn 
0 spend longer periods 

in temporary accommoda 
tion 

0 more likely to have 
been homeiess for many 

Army HO Scotland's Actlon and Support Team. Pictured lefl to right are (back) Mal 
Rod Jay, WO1 Gordon Proscolt, Mal Angus McPherson and Capt Steve Bollen; 
(Iront) data base operator Davld Moore, Cpl Helen Slurgess and Sgt Duncen Hay 

years 
In addition. homeless 

at Army rlQ Scotano at any 
lime Ther 24-hour teie. 

I) COUNTERPOINT numerous telephone calls. 
Aspects wvered range 
from council house and 
housing association rental, 
private rental and shared 
ownership to outright own- 
ership. It is also the office 
through which surplus mar- 
ried quarters are now sold. 

Housing advice is not 
restricted to married 
people. Virtually all the 
options are open to singie 
Servicemen and women. 
For example, the singie 
Serviceman is eligible to 
buy surplus married quar- 
ters, several single Service 
ieavers have participated in 
the Government Do-it- 
Yourself Shared Owner- 
ship (DiYSO) Scheme and 
a number have been nomi- 
nated by the JSHAO 
for rental accommodation 
to housing associations 
through the MOD Nomina- 
tions Scheme. 

There are a number of 
commercial initiatives that 
may provide useful conces- 
sions and options. Home- 
finder, a housing service 
developed by Nationwide 
Building Society in coliabo- 
ration with North British 

Housing Association, is a 
good example, offering a 
range of housing options 
suitable to many. Likewise, 
the N & P Preferential Mort- 
gage offers a very competi- 
tive mortgage package. 

JSHAO has details of 
other financial institutions 
through which mortgages 
are possible before the 
Service ieaver finds a job. 
For those with some time to 
serve, the Services Home 
Savings Scheme is an 
excellent way of maximis- 
ing savings. 

There is no question that 
sound advice and relevant 
information is available 
through JSHAO which has 
an impressive data base 
listing details of all local 
authorities in the UK and 
their policies towards hous- 
ing ex-Regulars, lists of 
housing associations. Iet- 
ting and estate agents. 

Where there is a specific 
housing policy or provision 
for single people, this has 
been noted. Guidance and 
assistance can only be 
given to those who seek it 
and it is never too early to 
start thinking about future 
housing needs. Prepara- 
tion leads to better 
prospects of success. 

For housing advice, con- 
tact: Joint Service Housing 
Advice Office, HQ UKLF, 
Old Sarum. Salisbury. Wilts 
SP4 6BN (tei: 0722 43 
82351823618237; lax: 0722 
43 8224). 

THE 1990s have seen a Scheme, under which the 
revolution in resettlement MOD adds El to every f 3  
support and advice for per- saved towards a house. 
sonnei leaving the Armed The MOD has pointed 
Forces. out that the Crisis survey 

Since the drawdown was fairly limited, involving 
announcement in 1991 all only 73 people, 21 per cent 
three Services have estab- of whom were not ex-Ser- 
lished effective organisa- vicemen (they were Mer- 
tions to help ieavers chant Navy seamen). More 
struggling to negotiate the than half those interviewed 
sometimes bumpy path into were over 50. 

phone number is Edin- 

burgh 031-310 Military 2353. 
2353 or 

Management 
awards for 
Servicemen 
WATCH out for a new 
Education for Promotion 
scheme for soldiers. 

Linked 10 the National 
Examining Board for 
Supervisory Management, 
the scheme wiii aiiow cor- 
porals to gain the introduc- 
tory award, and staff 
sergeants the certificate, in 
addition to the appropriate 
Military Education for Pro- 
motion Certificate. 

Entry into the scheme is 
conditional on satisfactory 
completion of pre-course 
packages in numeracy and 
literacy 

DSS leaflets 
NEW leaflets from the 
Department of Social Secu- 
rity include: Invalidity Bene- 
fit (NI 16A) and Statutory 
Sick Pay - check your 
rights (NI 244). 

Cheaper crossings 
SERVICE families can 
take advantage of a special 
15 per cent discount on all 
cross-Channel saiiings with 
Sally Ferries. 

the only one to be 
having problems with 
the CSA - particularly SSAFA adopts if you're a second wife 

YOU have probably 
noticed that SSAFA 
has undergone a 
slight change of 

- be assured that you are 
not. 

Don't be afraid to 
approach the FAW or any 
of the other agencies who 
can help. 

All information is treated 
in the strictest confidence. 

image. New advertise 
ments feature a line of 
people, all holding hands. 
Thev are reoresentha the I image 
generations ' of Seivice 
people and their depen- 
dants who benefit from 
SSAFAs supporting work. 

SSAFA sought the help 
of a major image wnsuitant 
before presenting its new 
face to the public. Accord- 
ing to Press Officer Chris 
Hogg. the new style reflects 
a wish to heighten 
SSAFAs profile rather than 
a change of purpose or 
direction. 

SSAFA has taken advan- 
tage of D-Day commemo- 
rations to launch a 
hard-hitting series of 
images to remind people of 
the debt they owe to those 
who risked their lives for 
freedom. 

0 . 0  

On the theme of D-Day, 
CounterpointS care spe- 
cialist wanted to talk 
about after-carethis month. 
Pauline Hamblin is an 
able and compassionate 
woman with a background 
in nursing and welfare. 

She pointed out that we 
n ail walk away from 
ti nmemorations, pat- 

ting ourselves on the back 
for recognising the men 
and women who endured 
the nightmares of D-Day. 

For the people who re- 
visited their old banle- 
grounds there may be 
months of readjustment. 
Those who were there may 
weii have memories stirred 
up. For the people who 
weren't there, there may be 
feelings of guilt that they 
survived. 

0 . 0  

Roz Potts. honorary sec- 
retary of the Federation of 
Army Wives, is leaving the 
organisation. She has been 
appearing regularly on 
Counterpointand I can only 
echo the words of Lady 
Wiisey, the FAW (UKLF) 
President: "During [her] 
time she has been a wise 
and guiding light watching 
over the Federation as it 
has grown and flourished." 

i could always rely on 
Roz for a sensible answer 
10 any question and, on a 
personal ievei, i shall miss 
her jolly appearances on 

me programme. M no you, 
f ner sxcessor s energy 1s 
anyrn ng to go ~ y ,  the baton 
nas oeen hanaea on to tne 
rtght person 

006 forward to weicom. 
ng Sner e W iams E en to 
tne Counterpoint team As 
tney say in tne bdsiness 
watch ih s space. 

0 . 0  

Ana speanng of FAW. 
tne MOD nas aec de0 that a 
mon tor ng syslem ShoJia 
be eSlaDiIShea to denlily 
me nimber of cases wnere 
me Cn d S~pport Agency 
IS fa I ng to De "sympatnet- 
IC' towaras Service peop e. 

Areas of concern are me 
tme altowed loi reply 
allowances an0 rnon- 
gages. it YOL re encoinler- 
ng 0 ff cult es .v th tne CSA 
please te ephone me FAW 
off ces n the UK on 0722 
438231 

Certain y tne eners mat 
come 10 me reflect al three 
areas of concern I also 
sense a feeling of isoiaton 
n the tone 01 the eners If 

YOL re fee ng tnat YOL re 

ciwy street. 
Advice and counselling 

on every resettlement issue 
- from housina to lobs. 

Advice 
0 0 .  

Finally. three long-run- 
ning stories are attracting 
the attention of the media at 
the moment: the compen- 
sation payments to women 
who left the Services on 
pregnancy: the proportion 
of ex-Servicemen currently 
living on the streets of 
London; and the possibility 
that those who served in 
the Gulf War may be suffer- 
ing iii effects, allegedly 
resulting from environmen- 
tal factors. 

I have been asked to 
comment by various organ- 
isations, so any advice you 
have to offer is welcome. 

Needless to say I treat ail 
letters in the very strictest 
confidence. 

0 . .  

You write to Cari Roberts 
at Counterpoint, BFBS. 
BFPO 786 or d o  SO 
DiER. 

training to financial plan- 
ning - is freely available to 
all Servicemen and 
women, married and 
single, at national, regional 
and local levels. 

This resettlement pack- 
age is designed to prepare 
the Serviceman long before 
he leaves. It starts typically 
with an interview two years 
before the departure date 
outlitling options. After that 
it is up to the individual how 
much he or she uses the 
services provided. 

A number of housing in- 
itiatives are now well estab- 
lished, including the 
Services Home Savings 

centre 
0 MOD should mdke us 

its empty quartei 
0.000 at the end of 199: 

MOST personnel, especial- 
iy those approaching dis- 
charge, wiii be aware of the 
existence of the Joint Ser- 
vice Housing Advice Office 
(JSHAO) based at Old 
Sarum, Salisbury. The 
need for housing advice 
was identified by the MOD 
Housing Task Force in 
1991 who recognised the 
increasing difficulties fac- 
ing many leavers. 

Since its inception, 
JSHAO has responded to 
more than 6,000 written 
enquiries and dealt with 

r single people ieavin 
e Forces; 
0 Schemes combinin 
inporary accommodatic 
th empioymecl trainin 
id housing and job-tint 
3 services should t 
Gtablished for people lea> 
3 the Forces. 
0 Housing and resenlt 
ent advice shouid mah 
> a  iarger part 01 the ove 
i programme for peop 
aving the Services ar 
e MOD Should considi 
ndering out this eiemei 
the programme to hou 

g advice agencies, ideal 
ose already establlshE 
the local area. 

pMng Otil available lrom Cosis 
,tiecnapel Road. London E l  i i  
I O i l  37704891.p2eC695 

Homefinder offers wider choice 
NATlONWiDE Building than 300 estate agents possession by Nationwide. 
Society has extended its across England and Wales. Details on 0604 793766, 
Homefinder part-buy. part- Homefinder, which has any Nationwide estate 
rent scheme to include been endorsed by the agency, the Joint Services 
propertiesavaiiabieforsale MOD. previously offered Housing Advice Office or 
from its network of more only properties taken into resettlementoffices. 
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Origin of Not only sappers 
at Beachley 

1‘5 EYE-VIEW 7 7 

Going 
from 
badge 
to worse! 

1 HAVE been burning the mid- 
night oil regarding George 
Robinson’s query as to the 
origin of the white feather 
being presented to a non- 
combatant (Letters, February 

Brewerk Dictiona y of P h w e  
und FabIe, published in the 
1930s, states that a cock would 
show the white ruff at the back 
of its neck when it had enough 
of fighting. 

Despite long hours of 
research I can find no reference 
to the custom being carried out 
before the First World War. 

As the novel The Four Feuth- 
m was published just after the 
Second Boer War I can only 
presume the author used artis- 
tic licence and the idea for the 
custom came from the book 
and perhaps the first version of 
the film. - Malcolm 
Cameron, Edinburgh. 

21). 
Another omission was of the 

large contingent of Beachley 
Old Boys Association who, 
despite the age of some and the 
inclement weather, took pan in 
the march through Cbepstow. 
Many more were spectators. 

There may be some Old 
Boys who are unaware that, 
despite the closing of the 
Apprentice College, the 
Beacbley Old Boys Association 
will continue to exist. All ex- 
Beadey boys can join. 

The address to write to for 
information is: Hon Secretary, 

BOBA, The Old Schoolhouse, 
Beachley, Chepstow NF’6 
7YG. 

I went to Beachley in April 
1942 as an apprentice artificer, 
eventually joining the Royal 
Artillery. For any ex-Boys 
reading this, I was in 4% 
Group, C Company. 

Although I have now been 
retired from the Army for 
many years I still look forward 
each fortnight to the arrival of 
Soldier. - G R Stanley, 
12 Leopold Drive, Bishops 
Waltham, Hnnts SO32 1Jv. 

HAVING examined the 
recently-issued headdress 
badge of a soldier of the 
Royal Gloucestershire, 
Berkshire and Wiltshire 
Regiment, I wonder who- 
ever approved such an 
awful specimen. 

In my new the design 
has some small merit but 
the execution and final 
result are badly produced, 
far too heavy and as far as 
I can recall quite the worst 
regimental badge to 
appear since such badges 
were generally adopted in 
1800. 

One can only hope that 
it will not be long before it 
is replaced. - H& L 
King (co-author, Regi- 
mental Badges of the 

ham, surrey. 
British A m y ) ,  F m -  

0 Picture - Page 23 

AS AN ex-apprentice of the 
Army Technical School, 
Beachley, I was naturally very 
interested to read the repon 
(May 2) on the pending do- 
s u r e  of the Army Apprentices 
College. 

May I enlarge on the com- 
ment “the school continued to 
provide the Army’s young 
Royal Engineers throughout 
the Second World War”. 

Throughout the war the 
Army Technical School also 
trained artificers and gun fit- 
ters for the Royal Artillery, 
vehicle mechanics for the 
RASC and other tradesmen 
who eventually joined the 
armoured regiments, RAOC 
and REME as well as RE. We 
were extremely proud of the 
various arms and corps we 
were destined to join on com- 
pletion of our three-year 
apprenticeships. 

Border skirmish “It’ll tlt on to three pnnelr I thlnk, SgI Jenklns.” 
0 New Colours for RGBWR - see Pages n-23 “DEPENDABLE county regi- 

ments . . . are the backbone of 
the British Army”. Having read 
this in Soldier (May 2) I imme- 
diately wondered which Scot- 
tish “county” regiments would 
fit your statement. 

M e r  all, as I understand, the 
%&nul’’ regiments of Scot- 
land do not even have regimen- 
tal stable belts, everyone 
having to use that of the Scot- 
tish Division. 

Then I read A Denton’s 
comment (J-etters May 2) 
regarding his Army service - 
“Why not the English?” What 

about the B*irirh squaddie? 
Ah, now we have the answer: 

the Armed Forces are really 
English. This would explain 
the rape and betrayal of 
Rosyth. 

It would also give credence 
to the story of the English offi- 
cer with the Royal Irish who 
was overheard stating that the 
only problem with his regiment 
was that there should be more 
English public schoolboys as 
there were too many Irishmen 
in the regiment. - A A Bol- 
land (ex-RMP), Middleton, 
nr Morecambe, Lancs. 

German naras 
~ai? Cassino Cheered up by the RLC I IIIustrYltlon from German 

forms 
book on pm-1914 unl- 

MAY I, through Sower, awaiting our coaches ailer the 
express my thanks to the mem- D-Day ceremony at Arro- 
hers of the Royal Logistic manches helped us greatly - 
Corps, whose unfailing cheer- quite apart from the endless 
fulness, h d n e s s  and courtesy supplies of hot and cold drinks. 
during the five hours we spent - Patricia Lloyd, Worcester. 

I ATTENDED the commem- the Queen’s Own Highlanders Yanks at the ceremonies, 
oration ceremomes at Monte pronded music, bugle calls although the 5th Army was for 
Cassino and MO. The Penin and laments at the cemeteries. a long t ime in command at 
sula Band of the Royal Green Musical support was also Cassino and all through the 
lackts and four h e r s  from provided at a parade m Gaeta campaign at MO. 

and the pipers attended sonal The Bundeswehr sent a lieu- 
functions. tenant and a dozen young 

Ex-soldiers from all over the paras. We old paras made them 
Commonwealth were there feel at home and they were all 
and all must have appreciated rather t o u c h d y  grateful. 
the presence of the band and Laurie Manton’s article on 
pipers. It was a moving and Monte Cassino (May 16) was 
memorable occasion. Only most effective and the thing of 

Berlin 
riddle Red in 

the face THE heraldic eagle on the ceil- 
ing of the corridor in 46 Army 
Education Centre, Berlin, as 
depicted in Soldier (May 2) is 
the Prussian eagle worn in 
brass on the spiked helmets 
(Pickelhuube) of a number of 
Prussian Grenadier regiments 
and the 3rd Regiment ofPruss- 
ian Horse Grenadiers before 
1914. 

The eagle with wings out- 
stretched and holding a sword 
and a sceptre was also used by 
Prussian G u a r d s  regiments but 
then they were augmented with 
different emblems. 

Line regiments had the 
Prussian eagle with its wings 
elevated on their spiked hel- 
mets. - H Muller, Lt Col 
(Retd) Royal Marechnus- 
see, Breda, Netherlands. 
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ACCORDING to a letter 
have received from the Editor those with no sense of history, its publication most sensidvej 
of The Guunlian Wedy,  a Suez and a beady eye on the exche- as the following issue was dom; 
Emergency medal was not quer, could have failed to inated by D-Day. - D Dean 
awarded, and never will be, anticipatetheneed. (ex-216th Queens RR and 4 
due to “British embarrassment Strangely, there were no Para),FMth,Kent. 
in the face of military and 

ch,, C. SEdden Ltd. NOW AVAILABLE IN KIT FORM 
which mcludes a 26 page full colour 
catalogue depichng the complete 
8Omm and 3oOmm ranges. 
CLUB PRICES 
8Omm €17.95 
VIGNETTES From €21 95 
MOUNTED From €39.95 
Prices include U K P+P 

CHAS C. STADDEN LTD. 

Newtown Business Park, Poole, 
Dorset BHl2 3LL 
Tel: 0202 717701 lyly( 

-- Albion Close, 

The worldwide renowned Sudden 
Collection, only previously avail- 

COLLECTORS CLUB 

able assembledm-solid pe& and 
handpainted, can now be obtained 
in kit form cast i n h c  English 
Pewter. 
Over 200 figures in the complete 
Collectioncovering allperiods from 
Medieval to modern dav. 

diplomatic humiliation, com- 
bined with a desperate desire 
to forget it ever happened”. 

If this is indeed the real 
reason it does not diminish in 
any way the efforts and sacri- 
fices of our mops. Should a 
token gesture be required to 
acknowledge the “cock-up” 
perhaps the medal should be 
given only to the rank and file. 
- Hogh )ones, Prince 
George, British Columbia, 
Canada. 

r 

Too hiah to be a Zer; - 
IN THE picture accompanying your report on the QRL’s Solo- 
mon Islands expedition (May Z), LCpl Billingham is sitting in 
the remains not of a Japanese Zero but of a P38 (Lockheed P38 
Lighming), a win-boom, twin-engined mid-wing fighter of the 
USAAC. 

The Mitsubishi Zero is a low-wing single-engine aircraft. The 
crossbar reinforcing on the side of the cockpit canopy is another 
clue. 

That wreck is worth serious money and would greatly enhance 
regimental funds. -John Tiley, San Francisco, California. 

Send €4.90 (or phone with credit 
cord details) for membership 
of the NEW STADDEN I 1:. - ....I-- - .... - ... . .... 

To wmmcmurilte the U-DAY Imdiw 
Muntgomwy. liiwnhuwur. Patron and Churchill Mlmm 

E-”..:.., 0_:^.. ~ .... L : .... # ,  Y .. , .. 
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t I- CLOSURES REUNIONS I SOLDIER 
to Soldier ORW *uoof.Hon: yal  

Green J-Ix AseowUo n 
reunion, July 8, Sh John Moore 
Banacks, Wlmhester. Details 
f m r n ~ W . R H Q , F f m i ~ w l a  
Barrade, Roms%y Road, Win- 
&ester, Ham Son 8TS (@I: 
a982 864176). 

0 lzlh Bn, mlkvollahln Rag. 
bnnt (6th Airborne) IB(b(6: 
4Mh annual reunlon dinner to be 
held at tha Devon Motel. Exeter 
bypess (Matford Rwndabout), 

ka. Rosemoum, Exmouth Road, 
odober 15. CMftad Mrs Ada Fo!- 

E x t o n , n r ~ . ~ W 3 O w  crewel% mlnwte, Nom N G B  
(tel: 0392 674596). 3ET (tel: MO2 285371). 

OBulpMf mupau W M  
Whamvm is rebating to 
Wanninster in April 1535 to come 
MderIhecontroloflTc,whfmthe 
Wos’ and SgW MW@E wu1 
merge: Anyone who presented 
items to the sots’ ~ e s s  and does 
natwish them to be transtsned is 
asked to d e  to RSM SWW, do 
SWW. N&eravm, Salisbury SP4 
gSG regarding digpora. 

0- Ra Ragt RAC (nu 
cWwNbNhk0 l?oglmw: 
m u n l h y  s u ~ I ~ o r s  and Mmfs 
are i M  to amMd a Service of 
Remembrance on Nownnber 13 
at Ihe Merchant Navy War Memo- 
rial. Tower Hill. London EC3. 
Wreaths will be lad for crewman 
and members of me regimem lost 
on June 24.1944. Details from M 
McEwen Charlish, 132 Park Lane, 
Carshanon, Surrey SM5 3DT (tei: 
081-647 4270). 

012 RguE Reglmnl will be 
ama@maUng with bepot Regi- 
ment RE in ssptember. Anycm 
who has donated n- wwch aey 
would Me rehlrned should contact 
Mrs Sh& Young on 0834822801 
by seplembef 30. unolaimed 
mea wiii be donated to me RBW 
1 RSME Regiment 

SEARCHLINE I DIARY 1 
NAAF OQun’aR.amnal*rrocr,  

non, sutton brsnch, nw iy  formed 
at TA Centre. Sum. Surrey, 
m(wts on first Mondsy of every 
month. Serving and ax-(;kreens- 
men and mnsltttmn reeimems 
welanne Details fmm Eric 
Hensby on 081-7155141. 

OMrs P Hams, 30 Kenwood 
Road, Portchester. Fareham, 
HanU PO16 BLR wkhe8totraca 
her slyl ylchal Wwn H w b  
(48). wlth whom she lost conrad 
m w a g o .  

0 JLR RI, Raln=YTroop, HaN. 
ford and Eraoole lOsBd1: 
wim a view lo a reunion. anyone 
who remembers Peter p i g )  Cde 
is asked la conlacl hlm a1 1 Rose- 
wood Close. Wesmomugh Way, 
Anlaby Common. M* HU4 7SQ 
(Id 0482 507321). 

O h s  a n y m  renmmber Sgt 
Huokl Bmwn, Kings, wholmd In 
Market DraytMl before the war. 

W r k ,  and later comm$sioned 
a ochl in India? Raplissto Mrs E 
Wood (48 Hawanden Avenue, 
oouolas. lsle of Msn IM1 a). 
widow of his Mend, the late Capt 
Wood, Green Homudr 

O M  RAC (1865-67): Willlam 
W n n o n  Is mrq to traca Jam88 
M T. Smtt BiU Md)ouell, Paul 
stow and otbm lrun JLR RAC, B 
SIT (ChurctnU B W ) .  StMley 

Dorset. Replies to PO Box 2958. 
R m l a ,  2128 Johannesburg. 
South Alnca. 

0 M Bruw Ffeim, sports OfR- 
car m(h bndeswehr at Hoknnn- 
denin1668-59,mshestohacahIS 
Riends U WMI or W&ta and Sal 
ca*y, who were ather Royal 
Engineers or RCT. Replies ta him 
atlmmoblllenCMtorNordGmbH, 
Kurhaus81rabse 6. 2500 
Ksmpen/W. Germany 

OUCB, cmm)lHI hmk* 
pcrmoum (3a 1ow-D.c 1957): 
if you served M th lntanay Junw 
LIIlders BattsDon in Cmwnhlli 

W M  dralted to ISIE of M6Ul afler 

BBnedcs. w n  CamR 

63 Seymwr Street (behind Mabk Arch). London W1. Entry 
na schedules from the Guild of Aviabon Artists. The Bondway 

wnamenL EarlsCourt(~availab!sfmnboxolRce 

careersr~sc~ U.15 county &et championship finals. 
and BuW Barracks. Aldershot. 

olWu8nm POW (lelS.48): 

raw, V W a ,  EC. csnade V9C 
3K5) W I S ~  to locate any books 
or written ramrds of the ‘Pal 
POUCe” 

ODapmnml ot Archlva, 
8.huM. h h e s  to &ain pho- 
tographs, W s  or arlw!es of 
regiments M d i e r s  slatmad in 
me mamas dunng the semnd 
WOrM War. RE@& to Dirscmr of 
ArcMves. Department of W v e s ,  
PO Box SS6341, Nassau, 
Bahamas. 

0 Researcher of 1- Fd Amb 
(1847.65) and Fd Amb 0865 

photographs of these TA units in 
Clydach (1947-54) and Stekeon- 
Trent (19ylonwards). W m  to G J 
P a c k .  61 Birdxpve Road. 
Birchgmve. SWMW SA7 9JR. 

Si- AI- (3444 fer- 

to pnnmt day) wishes to b a r n  

Europe dum tha Gemnd WorlU 
War. R@es to  edit^, SOLDIER, 
Ordnatm Rosd. Aldershot G u l l  
2DU. 

lusc (Egypl 194852): Anyone 
0891w-r coyandesswr coy 

John Bailey is ask6d to Wlite 10 
who W N e d  W l m  DW M-U 

him M 3 Btpamlwg, Cly&ch, 
Swansea SA6 5NB. 

0 la Anti-lank mlmml RA 
and RASC, kevpt, 1950: Film 
pmducrion company wishes to 
hear from fwmw pecsonnel. Con- 
taot W n  Strwd, CMIvergence 
Pmdudlons, 10 The Chandlery. 
50 weshninaer Erif@ Road, 
London SE1 7QY (tel: 071-721 
7531). 

O A  memorial to RASC Air 
DW@&4WSvholost~Hver 
white atrempbng to re-wppfy Air- 
borne Forces at Arnhem In Sep 
tember 1944 will be unveiled and 
dedicated by Gen Sir John Ha&- 
ett M Sunday, November 16 
Location 
from the 
Cemetery. Deta~is fmm May W M 
Carlide RLC M RAF Lyneham 
6515 or 0249 890381 ext 6515. 

0J.p.nawL.bwrCIlnpSur- 
VIVW.’ AMdmwl ot Gmm 
Brltaln is a r r w n g  three hno- 
week mlsnmases to Wawa. 
Thailand. Malaysia and Bunna to 
mark the 50th anniversary of the 
end of the Second Workf War. 
W a r d  tram4 also possible. Pil- 
grimages not resMcted to JLCSA 
members. EnquMes to Three 
Pagodas VJ50, RIIyner Hwse, 23 

Cheshb Hlgher SKI Hillgate, 3ER. 
stoaport, 
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Mai Gen M J D Walker CBE has Rabat June 11 B W Barry LI  to 
be CO 2 LI, JuW6; A J Brown 
RAChD - To be Warden Church 
House UKSC(G), June 7; J B 
O%olman 10 - To HQ Londist, 
June 6 I C Shuker. R SI@!& - To 
HQ UKSC(G). June 6; D J E 
Woo& KRH -To Stan Col1 (OS). 
June 13: D J Cook6 REME -To 
Ho BFCypus. June 13. 

R m R m E N T s  
C o M  - R J Abbolt, late 

AAC. June17;DMGCharb,iate 
Para, June 1 6  R W Potts. late 
RADC, June 15. 

.... ~. __r_ .~ 
from May &I in wxm-skm to Gen 
Sir John Leannom KCB CBE. 

C0Ionab-A E WhiWy- To HQ 
ARRC, May 30; C A  Atkins -To 2 
Denl Gp. May 30; R E  Potts-To 7 
Dent Gp, June 3; M M s(altery- 
TOQEMH.Jum, 13. 

Lt colr - P T Macfarlane 
W h D  - To Pool of Chaplains 
U K  May 31; T M Wh%e RLC - To 
Staff CoU, May 31; C S K Ander- 
son LG - To be Def Attach6 
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REVIEWS 
Back to 
the Iron 
Duke’s 
fiery 
fields 
WORDS by Ian Fletcher, pho- 
tographs by Andy Cook. And 
fine photographs they are, too, 
in Fields of Fire - Batde$elds o/ 
the Peninsular War. 

Nothing wrong with Flerch- 
er’s words, either, as they tell 
the powerful story of Welling- 
ton’s six-year war from 1808 
against the French in Spain 
and Portugal. 

This a guide telling how, 
when and where Wellington, 
formerly Sir Arthur Wellesley, 
“arguably the greatest military 
commander in British history”, 
fought the French with a mix of 
English and Portuguese sol- 
diers to drive them out of Spain 
in 1814, resulting in the award 
of a dukedom. 

War in those days was a 
strange affair, with many offi- 
cers behaving like dandies by 
wearing top hats, carrying 
umbrellas and riding to 
hounds. Even Wellington was 
known to chase the fox, but 
drew the line at carrvine a . _  
brolly. 

The soldiers. on the other 
hand, experienced the rough 
end of life, but it was possibly 
better than before they joined 
up. For many it was an escape 
from poverty, crime and othei 
social problems and depriva 
tions. 

Cook‘s black-and-white 
photographs show the battle- 
fields as they are today, sup- 
ported by some excellent 
colour plates of famous paint- 
ings of battles and of historic 
sites taken by both him and 
Cook. 

This beautifully produced 
book, well set out with easy-to- 
read rype on high-quality 
paper, is an excellent compan- 
ion to battlefield tours. 

It is also a first-class refer- 
ence source which will enhance 
any bookshelf, hut keep it away 
from the coffee table in case 
someone has an accident. - JM 

Fields of Fire - Battlefields of 
the Peninsular War by lan Fietch- 
er, photographs by Andy Cook. 
Spellmount, €35. 
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Eyewitness in the Crimea 
THE CRIMEAN War, or 
“Russian War’’ as contempo- 
raries had it, is among the most 
extensively documented con- 
flicts in British military history. 

Kinglake’s eight volumes 
and the host of other lesser 
works down to the present day 
have surely told us all we could 
seek to know about that mis- 
managed campaign. 

So is there room for yet 
another offering? The co- 
authors of War Correspondents: 
The Crimean War demonstrate 
that there is. 

Unlike previous scribes, they 
concentrate on the despatches 
of William Howard Russell, 
who, as accredited correspon- 
dent of The Times, was the first 
to reveal to the shocked British 
public the appalling horrors 
and sufferings endured by the 

Soldiers of the Queen, from the 
initial assembly camp at Varna 
on the Black Sea to the final 
siege of Sevastopol. 

An Irishman, born in 1820, 
Russell had been a Times jour- 
nalist since 1841. When the 
“Russian War” erupted, his 
editor persuaded the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Lord Hard- 
inge, to allow him to 
accompany the Guards 
Brigade to “the East”. 

As the authors acknowledge, 
Russell was not the only war 
correspondent: there was G A 
Henty, who later achieved 
greater fame as the writer of 
boys’ adventure stories. Then 
there was Thomas Cbenery, 
Timer correspondent in Con- 
stantinople and later editor of 
that newspaper. 

But their despatches give 

way to those of the pre-emi- 
nent journalist whose name is 
familiar to all students of 
the conflict. The major part of 
this book reproduces in full the 
voluminous eyewitness 
accounts “Bill” Russell sent 
home via the new “Electric 
Telegraph”. 

Some of these include trivia 
uncomplimentary to the aged 
British C-in-C. While his 
troops were suffering from the 
cholera epidemic at Vama, 
Lord Raglan was worrying 
about the question of facial 
hair. Should the soldiers be 
ordered to shave? Compromis- 
ing as ever, he decreed that 
moustaches might be worn, 
but not beards. 

Contemporary photographs 
of hirsute Guardsmen and 
others show that this ruling was 

I PdW mntrv on screen I 

largely ignored. Lord Lucan of 
the Cavalry Division, while not 
quarrelling with his insubordi- 
nate subordinate, Lord Cardi- 
gan, was concerned about the 
‘‘dirty appearance” of his 
troopers and demanded that 
stocks of yellow ochre and 
white pipeclay should be requi- 
sitioned. Would mules be 
available to transport such 
necessities? commented Rus- 
sell. 

But the meat of his de- 
spatches was, of course, his 
blow-by-blow eyewitness 
descriptions of the battles of 
the Alma, Inkerman, and of 
course the Charge of the Light 
Brigade at Balaclava, which 
inspired TeMyson to thrill his 
public with his “into the Valley 
of Death” verslfymg. 

Russell’s later images of the 
fields of battle must have 
shocked the Victorians at their 
breakfast tables. 

“The skeleton of an English 
dragoon lay still with tattered 
bits of red cloth hanging to the 
bones of his arms . . . the half- 
decayed skeleton of artillery 
and cavalry horses lay as they 
fell, or had crumbled away into 
a debris of skin and hone. 

“From the numerous graves 
the uncovered bones of the 
tenants started up through the 
soil, as if to appeal against the 
haste with which they had been 
buried.” 

Lesser-known operations 
such as the Kerrch expedition 
and the naval offensive in the 
Baltic under Admiral Sir 
Charles Napier receive due 
attention, the latter contribut- 
ing his own despatches. 

The joint authors, Andrew 
Lambert and Stephen Badsey, 
are both professional lecturers 
in military history, the former 
at King’s College London, the 
latter at Sandhurst. They are 
thus well qualified to add 
explanatory introductions to 
each chapter. 

The numerous illustrations 
include several hitherto 
unpublished photographs by 
Roger Fenton, the earliest war 
photographer. 

This volume is a worthy 
addition to the corpus of litera- 
ture on the Crimean War. - 
JMB 

War Correspondents: The Cri- 
mean War by Andrew Lamben 
and Stephen Badsey. Alan Sunon. 
hardback. €17.99. 

.UMAI 
AN OLD after-dinner story 
tells of an Englishman walk- 
ing along Whitehall on a 
foggy night during a Second 
World War blackout who 
stops an English passer-by 
to ask which side the For- 
eign Office was on. 

“I don’t know, mate,” 
replies the passer-by, “hut I 
believe in the last war they 
were on our side.” 

The story is one of many 
told to great effect in Diplo- 
matic Bag, a collection of 
anecdotes, humorous or 
otherwise, from the world 
of diplomacy. 

Edited by Sir John Ure, 
one of Mrs Thatcher’s For- 
eign Office advisers during 
the Falklands crisis, the 
anthology ranges from the 
Renaissance to the Gulf 
War. 

Soldier-diplomats such 
as Lord Kitchener, Sir 
Fimoy Maclean and Sir 
Andrew Gilchrist come 
across larger than life in 
some of the more amusing - 
tales. 

Gilchrist. ambassador in 
Reykjavik at the start of the 
Cod War in the Seventies, 
found his embassy under 
attack by an angry mob and 
stones were being thrown at 
the windows by one large 
Icelandic fisherman with 
great accuracy. 

Tuming to his First Sec- 
retary, Gilchrist said coolly: 
“Try to remember that 
chap’s face: if he throws a 
cricket hall as well as he 
does a rock we ought to try 
to get him for the embassy 
cricket XI!” 

Faced on a later occasion 

George’s 
bosom 
friends 

by another hostile and nois: 
crowd ~ this time in Dublii 
 he decided to match deci 
bels with decibels an< 
instructed his Highlande 
military attache to drowr 
the sound of the oppositioI 
with his bagpipes. 

For sheer outrageou 
behaviour, few who figun 
in this gem of a hook car 
outdo George Brown, For 
eign Secretary in the Sixties 
who had a reputation fo 
peekmg down the bosom o 
his diplomatic hostess whet 
dining out at Londor 
embassies. 

But one evening at i 
Scandinavian embassy ht 
excelled himself - “causinj 
enormous offence”, accord. 
ing to one of his private sec. 
retaries at the time. 

“The ambassadress ir 
question was not young - 
and George had not trou- 
bled to peek down hei 
bosom,” says Sir Richarc 
Parsons. 

“Prepared for the experi- 
ence, she bad been deepl) 
mortified by his failure tc 
come up to scratch.” ~ CH 

Diplomatic Bag edited bl 
John Ure. John Murray. hard 
back, f19.99. 

Pipers alaved 
I I 

BILL MILLINs recently 
recounted exploits with Lord 
Lovat’s 1st Special Service 
Brigade at D-Day introduced a 
new generation to the courage 
of pipers leading soldiers into 
battle. 

The effect of Highland bag- 
pipes on our own troops - and 
the enemy ~ is part of our mili- 
tary heritage but heroism of 
earlier years was in danger of 
being forgotten until the re- 
publication of Charles Mal- 

role 
colm’s study, The Piper in Peace 
and War. 

The book, which details how 
pipers have led soldiers inta 
battle since the days of the 
Roman piper commemorated 
in Hadrian’s Wall, should be 
compulsory reading in the few 
remaining piping battalions. 

First appearing nine years 

with 
the 
knife 
SOME diaries never contain a 
harsh word about anyone or 
anything. From their jottings it 
would appear their authors just 
don’t like writing about dis- 
agreeable events, 

Seldom, it seems, does any- 
thing nasty happen to them or 
those around them. 

Such a diary, for that is what 
A Doctor’s Experiences o/ L$e 
really is, are the reminiscences 
of Maj Gen Patrick Dignan, 
former Director of Army 
Surgery and Consulting Sur- 
geon to the Army. 

It is largely composed of 
malice-free stories about col- 
leagues, friends and acquain- 
tances, though there are some 
tragic episodes resulting from 
the nature of his work. 

No doubt the general could, 
had be wished, have filled his 
128 pages - which includes 36 
family album-style mono- 
chrome photographs - with 
more spirited tales and illustra- 
tions, but he sticks to his 
image, described in the fore- 
word by Col T A I Bouchier 
Hayes as a man who would 
“never tell a story that reflected 
badly on anybody other than 
himself. . _” 

This book mirrors the more 
positive aspects of his military 
life, but should not be dis- 
missed on that score. It’s actu- 
ally very good. - JM 

A Doctor’s Experiences of Life, 
by Pafnck Dignan. Penfland 
Press, €10.50. 

a vital 
after the end of the First World 
War, in which 500 pipers died 
and 600 were wounded, it 
chronicles the lore and legend 
of regimental tunes, traditions, 
and dress with anecdotes. 

Not only are the two battal- 
ions of Scots Guards and 20 
battalions of Regular infantry 
covered, hut also TA, the Irish, 
old Commonwealth and naval 
pipers. 

Attempts to disestablish 
0 Turn fo next page 
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EVIEWS 

One for the 
high road 

i 
The pictures here are from our Frank Finch 
cartoon archives. Find ten differaces in detail 
and you could be L50 richer or win a new book. 
Just circle the -ces in the right-hand 
picture, cut out the whole panel, add your name 
and address and send to HOAY 590, .S&, 
Ordnance Road, Aldershot Gull  2DU by July 
29. Do not include anything else in your 
envelope. 

More than one entry can be submitted but 
photocopies cannot be accepted. T h e  first 
correct enbies drawn will be the winnem. No 
correspondence of any kind can be entered into. 
The names of the winner of the L50 first prize 

and two runners-up will be announced in the 
August 22 issue. 

Rodney Bashford 1"1 

Name: (Give rank or We) I 

strings I Th. winner end runners-up in our specW f 150 contest (D-Day issue, 
May 3WJune 13  1994) will be announced in the next edition of 
Soldier, dated July 25. 
I- 

EMPLOYMENT & ZESEHLEML-11 

M W 6 E  COURSES ON LLXATION IN EUROPE 

NEED A CV? 
For free detailPmlact lb 

spaaallatJ (Eslabbshed on FORCES 1981) CVs 

won M W d  
WI Mdanal 

021.3552187 SERVICES ,_, 

~~ 

IOU1 FOR MULT W E U S  
COURSES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TOO 

ALL LEVELS 
Fnm, G m y .  lab, Pomgl and Win 

SERVICE-CV 
Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS, 

PLYMPTON. PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ 
t 07% 344842 (24 hrs) 

le h a w 2 3 ~ ~ ~ $ & m a n d c a n  M m s  
ngM mume tor you 

For bmchunr, and Infannation 
call 081886 2353 

77AGwwShwtCmydonCWlLD - 
GARDENER/ 

HOUSEKEEPER 
Required for employer in  
the Highlands of Scotland. 
Would suit retired couple. 

Duties in exchange for 
accommodation, to occupy 

picturesque gate lodge. 

Contact 
WCHEUEHAAS 

Iris pipes were 'weapons' 
' c.v.s 
TO CREATE ACTION 
Professionally prepared and 

laser printed. 

8 am to 8 pm 
P h o n e f f f a x ( ~ ~  

PRCGRESSIVE PROFILES 

SCOPE EMPLOYMEm 
SERVICES ~~~~ 

FIRST FLOOR OFPICES, 
BOW COURT. 

UK Businessman 
(Ex-Army Captain) Notthanis Wl3 (NE 

"EL 0463 712912 1.UFu: w a m  

SOLDIER Advertising 
0252347352 

Seeks key individuals for expansion 
of his international business. 

High incomes already achieved. m 
NORTHERN ROCK No investment required 

Tel:O3592426&Ul I 

~ 
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EMBROIDERED & PRINTED 
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR I U 

m-nwaemus-na- 
Sweaters - Sweatshirts 
T Shirts - Sports Shirts 

Rugby & Hochay derseys 
Shorts Socks & Ties I I & Baseball Caps 

Using the very latest technology in laser transfer printing! 

JENKINS KNITWEAU 
VEBNOII PLACE NORTHERN COURT CREDIT - DEPOSIT 

ACCOUNT 

J. C. HAYDEN 
Ex. W.O. 2) 

0044 0530 250159 I MernoFile 11 Jesse Garron 
pn*pents 

THE HtSTORY OF 
ROCK W' ROLL 

I L 1 MILITA- J 

1 Systems I I  

PEUGEOT ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS 
i3A HIGH ROAD, BUSHEY HEATH, HERTS WD2 1EE - 081-9 500 500 FAX: 081-950 8511 TAKE YOUR LION 

AWAY . . . . . . . ... 
T' FREE! 

f Leieure wlear. 
Suppliers to W i h ,  

List of Armed Services Mopifs 
and Catalogue on request. 

-nom. 

* Unbeatable finance * Top part-exchange prices * Discounts on full Peugsot range * Sports Hatch specialists * Lion used car dealer 

Ring Richard Courcouxr 
0722 335268 

from Germany 0044 722 336268 
Or write to: 

CRAZE BROTHERS EXPORT 
Southampton Road, Satisbury, 

Wilts SP12LE, England 
m 
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FREEPHONE 
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HOTLINE 

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN 
* T-SHIRTS * SWEATSHIRTS * POLOSHIRTS * R U G B Y  SHIRTS * SWEATERS * BASEBALL C A P S  

For free full colour brochure and 
information pack from the U K s 
leading supplier to H M Forces 
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BERGHAUS 

VULCAN 
UATO re1 84-65-99-775-3039140 

BERGHAUS 

D-DAY 
SPECIAL 
WBORNE FORCES 
DENISON SMOCKS 
New manufacture using 

original material 
f75.00 

Genuine issue leather 
banded Para Berets, 
Victor style f12.99 

S H E M A G H S  
Olive and black 

f6.99 

wmv: i m m  
FRAME Internal 
WATERPROOF Yes 

CAPACITY. 70 litres 
FRAME Internal 
WATERPROOF Yes 

FEATURES Side pouches C24.99 pr 
DOLOUR: G m w D P M  COLOUR Green COLOUR' Green 
FFI\NRES. SMS pouohep+Yolre FEATURES: Side pouches make day 

PRICE: phone 
pack (straps incl 1 PRICE: E99.00 (lw@WPBt~prk) 

PIUCE: M I  
a &W PLCE WEBBING - FULL SETS AVAILABLE - BERGHAUS MUNRO AVAILABLE €59.99 

DANNER DANNER BRITTON BOOTS 
tMwiutA OLrnPIC FORT LEWIS (GO FAST) 
DIwF(ER 

WATEWROOF ALL LEATHER ISSUE BLACK DMS 
A SI B 

. .  

waterproofed, DMS sole 
Genuine iswe combat boot 

Select sizes only - phone €62.99 New: E26.99 

Brand new triple soled and studded toe cap 

GENUINE NEW ISSUE SLEEPING BAG SYSTEM 
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0 aa hn- 
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UsMtcrinr 

P L E ~ S E  hOTE BADGE.I\OT hC--DED 
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X- INSERTIONS = f 
BOXNUMBER =L 
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BOXING ATHLETICS CRICKET 

THERE will be no chance of slot, and stipulated a bizarre So the WABA counted 
Commonwealth Games glory Powe I I sequence of meetings: PoweU out and nominated 
for Army and Wales light- 0 First date set by the Lawrence for the trip to 

Powell, not surprisingly, is 
weight champion LCpl Vinny 
Powell (3 RSME). 

The hard-hitting Welshman 
opted to box in his own nation- out; Army Boxing Association 

Commonwealth Games year when the WABA issued a Sears, who has protested 
and duly knocked out CardiRs strongly to the WABA, com- 
Gareth Lawrence in the final. mented: “It is a pity Wales 

ably ordered Powell, whose the 

WABA fell within Lawrence’s 
automatic 28-day medical sus- 
pension following his knock- 

Edmonton, Canada. 

disgusted by the decision. 
sn U bbed 

al ABA competition in this by wales Opowell was on holiday secretary Maj (Retd) Denis 

Army duties mean he is not 
resident in the Principality, to 

second box-off date; 
.And a third date was set 

Dominic’s delight 
won the 200m in preparation 
for the one-lap race at the 
Nationals in Sbeffield, where 
both he and Fus David Nolan 
(1 RRF) ran good times. 

Nolan opted for the 400m at 
Aldershot and won in 49.3sec, 
a time which he improved to 
48.4sec at Sheffield. 

In the absence through 
injury of LCpl John Smith (2 
Sigs), Cpl Ian Robinson (13 
Sigs) won his first 8001x1 title in 
lmin 55.6sec. 

WO2 Geoff Wade (3 RHA) 
won his sixth 5.000m chamoi- 

THE WAY Maj Dominic 
Hancock (HQNI) shot up in 
the air on crossing the lOOm 
finishing line at the Army indi- 
vidual athletic championships 
at Aldershot on June 8 could 
have signified delight - or dis- 
aster in the form of a pulled 
hamstring. 

Happily, his was a leap of joy 
on winning a tide for which he 
has had several near misses. 

He was one of a number of 
new names to emerge as many 
ofrhe Army’s 1993 champions 

titles. onship in 15min 22.9sec in the loom hurdles, Cpi Churchley (158 Pro 
Cpl Charlie Vincent made most competitive field of the COY RMP). 15.7SeC: 400m hurdles. 

the long haul from Cyprus to day. Sgt Bill Bailey, a “new- McKinney-Benney (Tps 
ford), 1 mln 1 4 . 9 ~ ~ ~ .  

finish second in both sprint corner” to the veteran ranks, High jump, Sgl Paul (Army Sch 
fmals and looks to be a good was third overall. but has broken that bamer Music). 1.Wm; long jump. Cpl Church- 
prospect for the future. Cpl Cpl Tim Tomkinson and already this season. ley, 5.24m; triple jump. Sgl Paul, 

10.62m; discus, Cpl Terry (99 PC Sqn 
RLC), 36.44m: javelin, Cpl Loflhouse Martin Blade (ATR Winches- 

ter), who has been making his (HoNI), 3 6 . 3 ~ ~ ;  0cdl M~~~~ 
mark over 400111 in the south, (RMAS), 10.10m. 
54 

did not return to defend their - ., ,... - . ~  .-.,, ~ . .  
team captain, was in excellent 
form to retain the long and 
mple jump titles. He didn’t 
quite get over 7m in the former 

ssgt Neil Killen (2 sigs) 
won the discus in fine style and 
is consistently throwing over 

Cpl Car1 Richardson (both 2 
Sigs) retained the 110m hur- 
dles and 400m hurdles. 

Best race of the champi- 
onships was the 3,000m 
steeplechase, won by Cpl 
Paddy Cairns (Bassingboum) 
in 9min 23.9sec after a fierce 
battle with LCpl Steve 
Thomas (1 R Anglian) and 
1993 winner Cpl Colin Palmer 
(36 Trg and Sp Sqn RE). 

Newcomer Pte Darren 
Dodds (27 Regt RLC) raised 
his personal best from 1.80m 
to 1.93111 to beat Cpl Trevor 
McSween (2 Sigs) in the high 
jump, and Cpl Alvin Walker (4 
Rem AAC). the new Armv 

40m. Cpl Shaun Jones (2 Sigs) 
retained the hammer title, 
junior athlete R e  Mark Welsh 
(8 Regt RLC) won the senior 
javelin title with 54.42111, and 
LCpl Mark Wiseman (1 
Staffords) showed potential in 
winning the shot with a heave 
of 14.41111. 

Women’s winners: loom, cpi 
Jackson (Ha Yo& Ganison), 1 2 . 9 ~ ~ ~ ;  
2Wm. Sgl Preece (1 Green Howards), 
2 8 . 5 ~ ~ ~ ;  000m. Cpi McCall (HO Sqn 
and 15 Sig Regt), 2min 19.5sec: 
1,500m. Cap1 Oerben (AGC Trg 
Centre), 4min 5 4 . 1 ~ ~  3,000m. Sig 

. v  ’. 
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KeIly 
warms 
up with 
fellows 
w U l Y  Holrms (rloht) gela 
Into her stride In the men’s 
1,5wm at’the Amy lndlvldual 
athletlc champlonships at 
Aldershot on June 8. 

She flnlshed slxth in a field of 
11, in a personal best of 4min 
7.7sec. The race was won by 
Sot Rod Finch (No 38) of 3 Para 
In e t h e  of 3mln 56.!3sac. 

Better known as an 800m 
runner at the top level, Holmes 
opted to run in the men’s flnal to 
get some meanlngful competl- 
tlon. 

A few days leter she took on 
Scotland‘s Yvonne Murray at 
the KP Natlonal Champlonshlps 
in SheWleid, winnlng a superb 
race in 4mln IAIsec, the slxth 
fastest ever run by a Brlton and 
one of the festest times In the 
world by a woman so far thia 
year. 

It earned her Instant selectlon 
for Great Blltain’s European 
Games squad, and a place In 
England‘s Commonwealth 
Games team. 

Flnch hedadisappolntlng run 
at SheWkld, but still hss time to 
impress the Commonwealth 
Gamea selectors. 

Plcfure Terry Champion 

Lining up 101 me camera m r e  going Into battle at the Royal Mllitary Academy, Sandhurst, for the first time In 40 yean ere reprerentatlves of 
lhw academy’s staff side wlth their counterpans from thw indlan Army’s Dehia Dun academy cricket team. Dehia Dun won by 81 runs but RYA 
cadets retrieved Sandhunt‘s honour two days iner when they tied a &over match 
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SOLDIER 1 Gold beach at Armmanches 
50 years on. The Regimental 
Band of the 1st Battalion, The 
Royal Angiian Regiment and 
the massed banners of 
veterans' organisatlons await 
the arrhrai ot the Queen. Her 
htalwty'a Army Vessel 
Arronmmhes provide8 a 
backdrop to the csmmonial 
event. Report and plctures In 
pages 24 to 33. n 
Picture: Terry Champion d 
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