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THE STYLE. THE POWER. 
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THE COMFORT. 
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KOVEH 200 SERIES 

THE CHOICE. 

ROVER 800 SERIES 

Wherever you are in the world, if you're considering a new car, tax 
free for export or tax paid for return to Britain, you could be on the 
way to owning a prestigious new Rover at well below List Price. 

Expert advice and test drive Delivery where you want it - 
shipping arranged Flexible finance - tailored to suit you Used 
car disposal facility Widespread after sales care network Fast 
efficient mail order system. 

Send for your information pack or call the Hotline now on 
0367 241 225 SCE Ltd, FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR 
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--------- ----------- HOTLINE r 
0367241225 I Name Title/Rank 
FREEPOST. hragdon. Address 

SCE Ltd 

Oxon SN7 IBR 
Tel. Day Tel Eve. 
Car for use in (counuy) Date required 

I am interested in Mini 0 Metro 0 Maestro 0 Montego Saloon/Estate 0 
Rover 200 Series 0 Rover 400 Series Rover 800 Series FastbacLvsalwn 
Tax free for export 0 Tax Paid for UK use 0 
Post to: SCE Ltd. FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR (No stamp n d e d  if mailed in UK or BFFQ). 
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APBL 29,1991 
VOL. e7m June return for 4 Bde 

r IS expcted that the 

rmMued Bli@de bade gmup 
1 9 e  eamiu - b& 
ie end of June. 
Defence Secrerary Tom King 
id in awriuen answer in the 
ousedCummonatbatBdrpin 
d no intention drrninisg a 

3QZlh@ b C S l t 0  Of t8e 4th 

td returned to &e united 
in%dcan and Gummy, and 

the main withdrawal was 
expected to be complete by 
mid-April. 

p e r s o n n d  w u e  
to Saudi Arebia 
r e m  of equipmeat and stMcg 

Mr J s h  said UP to 5m 

ban* pup, sid Air Ring. 
About 1,500 SpOuM 
k dcplolnd m replace men in 
thekmkwuDsandmrakr 

admtage of mining opporm- 
n i h  while its equipment was 
stin in th Gulf. 

New U& to replace those in 
the K u d c  battle group are, 
from -Y, D Squadron, 
5th Royal ImkkiWg Dragcon 
Guards, and HQ and fwo 
~ R o p P l ~ w m e n f ,  cxunpnnies of the 2nd Battalion, 

and 31 Field Banay, of 47 
FieId Regiment, Royal Artil- 
luy, wbich is based at Thorney 

m of 47 Alr Despatch Squadron RCT prepare to drop supplies to Kurda In Northern Iraq. Bad 
uther caused thls mlsslon to be aborted. 

bespatcbrs cut leave to h stranded Kurds 
IE decision to *aid to the building a total of 32 one-ton 
OusDndSofKurdswddedin containers (!la woodm bass 
e monntain0 of Nottbem Iraq borrds with sapes and mnieg 
ant the rccpU from leave of m bold the contents). The "Hercs" vc flying 

Air Bsparch Thefkscof tbm sadafromaTwkkhhDscss 

m the Gulf. persconel, whotlyandmnio- m 47 Sqmdron, w%kh IMIE 
From9amonSaturdayAprit taintheaircrpft,plestbetirStof eofaed a Willdn 

boprd. Perccforppar until the early hours of &e 

on-orop in their hangar pt 
yneham, Wilts, receiving aLstoftheRCTda&mmt,a Brpin during &e %tbbpim 
!M ~RUICY gores and total of PI) offifer and 16 meh. f a d r e  of 1984-85. 

prr of a US-led oprptian. 
ampwt, recently returned andtheadpnnapartyofRAp Rctidoperp~marzootI1R 

~ t s ~ ~ ~ t e h  IUrming day uoops WO* abmes 
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First lady 
of Kuwait? . l-b Who was the &ut Service 
woman to enter Kuwait City 
as the country was liberated 
by AUied forces? 

One person laying claim to 
the mstinction is Cpl Catherine 
Bryden-Smith, WRAC, who 
has enlisted our help to try to 
discover if anyone beat her to 
it. 

She is aware that other 
WRAC pusonnel must have 
entered Kuwait with the British 
1st Armoured Division via 
Iraq, but reckons her flight into 
the city on March 2 might 
qualify her for the record book. 

The story of why and haw is 
one of those little dassics which 
have emerged since the dust of 
war began to settle. . . 

It seems that as the city was 
liberated, two British mothers 
emerged from their hiding 
places and headed for the 
British Embassy, where they 
begged for help to get 
much-needed baby food and 
nappies. 

British Ambassador Mr 
Michael Weston contacted Gen 
Sir Peter de la Billikre, and in 
no time Defence Ministry  
officials in Riyadh were 
popping out to the local 
supermarket for all the nses- 
saries, plus a few cuddly toys. 

Meanwhile, Catherine was 
plucked from her post at the 
Field Records Office in Riyadh 
to accompany the baby bundles 
to the hitherto beleaguered city 
- an bard the General‘s 
personal jet. 

A cavalry 
celebration 
This year’s Army-led Royal 
Tournament will open on July 
10 before an audience com- 
prised largely of members of 
the Armed Forces who fought 
in the Cuff, and their families. 

More than 6,000 husbands, 
wives and children will be the 
guests of the tournament 
organisers to celebrate Britain’s 
role in the victory. 

With profits going to the 
Gulf Trust and other Service 
ckuities, the show‘s main 
theme will be the history of the 
cavalry. 

More than 2,000 men and 
women and 200 horses will be 
involved in the telling of the 
story. 

Outside the m, an 
extensive exhibition will in- 
clude vehicles and equipment 
from the Gulf campaign. 

Tickets are already available 
from the box office at the 
Exhibition Centre in Warwick 
Road, London SW5 (tel: 071 
373 8141). The show runs until 
July 27. 

such as foot and mouth into the 
United States. The clean-up 
also applied to soldiers’ boots. 
As the fust British equip 

ment was heing loaded aboard 
merchant shipping, a Defence 
Ministry spokesman said that 
as far as he was aware, the UK’s 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food had no 
plans to introduce similar 
measures. 

Painting 
appeal 
An appeal for funds to 
acquire a famous military 
painting for the nation has 
been launched by the 
National Army ‘Museum. 

John Pramtl Knight‘s 
group portrait, “The 
Peninsular Heroes”. which 
h a s  bean in private hands 
since it was painted in 1848, 
has been lent to the museum 
while the f69.000 purchase 
price is raissd. 

The 31 heroes of the 
Peninsular War portrayed 
include the Duke of Welling 
ton, Sir John Moore. Gen 
William George 111. Napier and King 

Odes to Champagne 
the Gulf thank you 

I 

Ten “champagne weekends” 
in lunu~. holiday cottages in 
the New Forest are b e i i  
offered as prizes in a free draw 
open to all Army personnel 
who served in the Gulf. 

Terry Moore, owner of the 
Ladycmss Estate, s a i d  “We 
wanted to make our own 
gesture of appreciation to our 
&icent men and women 
who served in the Gulf.” 

Each prize of a bottle of 
champagne and up 10 three 
nights in a cottage for two is 
available between October 1, 
1991 and May 31, 1992. 
Entrants should send a SAE 
and unit name to Terry Moore, 
The  Ladycroas Estate, 
Beaulieu, Hampshire SO42 
70L. 

Among the many hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of lines of 
verse written about the Gulf 
war are those of the pmWic 
Tamar Sed ,  whose work has 
amacted the attention of 
some of the key figur+s 
involved in the conflict. 
So determined is Mrs Segal 

that the war should be 
immortalised in verse that she 
plans to tell the story in a 
volume of 23 poems to be 
published soon. 

“I feel that a record is so 

US orders 
hose-down 

iportant that, if I have to, 
dl underwrite the whole 

project,” she told SOLDIER. 
Mrs Segal’s Gulf work has 

found favour in the top 
echelons of the British Army 
and has been well received by 
President Bush and Mrs 
Thatcher. 

S h o e  before leaving Saudi 
Arabia, SOLDIER staff in the 
Gulf ULme acmss what must 

an the world’s largest 
washdown point, where the 
entire range of military 
vehicles belonging to the 
United States Army and 
hlarine Corps were b e i i  
hosed down with high- 
pressure water jets. 

It seems US Department of 
A@dture officials are insist- 
ing that every truck and tank 
has all traces of desert sand and 
dirt removed before it can be 
allowed back on American soil. 

The department feels that 
tracks and wheels of dirty 
vehicles entering the country 
could import regional diseases 

A better deal on PCs 
~~ 

Mpny readers may not know getting the best deals on 
that for the past four years a hardware, software and 
Personal Computer Associa- peripherals for computer buffs. 
tion has worked on behalf of days were held last year 
men and women b a t e d  and more will be planned 
with the Services to get value during 1991. 
for money in the purchase of Contact point for details is 

Wiua Commander David kit. 

- Closing date for enmes is 

September 1. 
In addition, the estate is 

offering a 7v2 per cent discount 
on all bookings taken from 
Army employees. 

9 
. .I The PCA is dedicated on 071 218 5989. . 
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RAPC visit I: pays off . . . 
Dundee husband and wife Maj Ron and 
Capt Ywnne Buld - plus mascot - 
were among 250 soldiers hwn 205 
(Scottish) General Wpital who returned 
to the Gulf horn Prestwick Airport. 

Prominern in their reception were 70 
personnel from the RAPC Computer 
Centre at Worthy Oown and the RAPC at 
Bulford, who ensured Mat outstanding 
pay problems were resolved on the spot. 
To speed up the pmceedings, &itish 
T e l m  helped the RAPC staff to link up 
"live" to their mainframe computer in 
Hampshire. 

W i n g  in to Wwthy Down from 
preshvick Airpolt are (from left) SSgt 
Stave Stmway, Sylt Godon C o o p  
.I, Cpl Mlck Wonno(, and Sgl DaI 
liazi.dm. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * *  - -  

doddle for the wruiters of Wakefield- 
based 8th Battalion, The Llght 
Infantry. They have signed up six sets 
of brothers, plus two s i m .  two 
father-and-sm combinations. and a 
husband and wife, 

Lateat to join the family battalion 
are the Plneky brothers. From left to 
right are Res Nathan, Andraw and 
Malthaw. The three of them signed 
UP on the Same day just More  

~ 

I 
~ ~ ~~~ 

I 

17 I i.__ ' ~ 

I IAl 

1 I I Sharon's fither is Maj Donk Walker 
AAC. and her grandfather. Charles 
Walker, S e W d  30 years in the Royal 
Engineers. 

.-. ~ 

A happy band of movers from Marchwood-based 52 Port Squadron RCT al AI Jubayi maritime port in 
Saudi Arabia, These men will be responsible for loading vehicles and equipment aboard ships moving 1st 
IUdtirhl Armoured Division's kit back to BAOR and the United Kingdom. 



FIESTA RS TURBO. 
How hot do you like your hatch? 

ESCORT SPORT. 
Award winning design with 
$party character to match. 

ORION GHIA. 
A classic family saloon with 
modem styling and finesse. 

SIERRA 4x4 COSWORTH. 
The most mwerful Droduction car Ford ptesent the latest models in 

their line-up. 

Whether you want the stylish and 

practical Fiesta or the luxury of the 

new Granada GLX there's a Ford made 

to suit your needs. 

AI1 Ford models are right hand 

drive with full U.K. type approval and 

extra equipment to meet BFG legal 

requirements. 

Don't forget Ford's Price Protection 

policy and Aftercare package which 

includes one year's free RAC member- 
ship, glass etching for security and 

6 years anti-corrosion assurance. 

As always, there are special dis- 

counts availabfa to members of HM 
Forces. So if you've been promising 

to treat yourself to a new Ford, now 

is the time. 

For more details contact your local 

Ford U.K. dealer, Naafi cat showrooms, 

Germany, Naafi of Nottingham, or 

Natocars, Bridgwater, Somerset. 

e& built by Ford. A 

, .  . .  
. 

. .. . .  

Tax Free Sales 
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HoIt, 10 OR. Ar rhe&tion 
Gmnbywimdrrwpl~plact, 
Ire is rrsponsiMe for auomting 

BAOR and the Urn#$ ww 
Tmopsaudquipmentoffh a b  

seat$ on lkfnft e* to 

Rinedola. Tknharna* 
1st (Eritish) xnnwrrd D&i- 
sion and its Fom Miinteapnrr 
k e n  are involved in a 
complicpted ''coI1MfUtiye with- 
&war from the Gulf. 

Cspt Hoh gplpincd: "W 
momiog, h j  Nick Lon 
QDG and I sit dsman 
n list of allocated fliehts and 
compare it with E 116t e? 
divisiod sub-unitg 
who hns got to mosh 
when. Then we 
information to 2 

d.p.lturn 
hwnthm 

. .  . 

' .  . .  ... . .  

tat MT & .. scheme moved just 700 

all the biddins for 

workisgin P smc& Zkhfmge.'' 
South camy-based 29 MC 

had deployed two 
squpdrem CO the Gulf to move 
personnel baek by air and 
equipment by ship. 

Explnined calmdim ex- 
change ofticer, hj John 

Royal Amy Ordnance Corps to 
decide what needs to bc put on 
the jaty 80 that ships can be 
bpded with the right wmbina- 

L.n: The world's b l p m  
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NEW BMW 3 SERIES? 

It can't be delivery. Because we have immediate availability of 

Call us on 071-409 3355 or complete the coupon and send to the address 
some models. British Forces prices for 316i start from DM 28,614. 

below. 

1 - - - _ _  - - _ - - - - - - - - __ __ _ - _ _ - - _ - - - _ _ 
To B M W  IGB) Ltd. Tourist and Diplomatic Sales, I 

I 
I Please send me information on: I 

I 
I 
I 

i 70 Park Lane, London W1Y 3TE. Telephone: 071-409 3355 

I I 0 3 Series 0 5 Series 0 7 Series 0 Motorcycles 

I I 0 RHD 0 LHD 0 Delivery UK 0 Delivery Germany 

I I I  
SLRS I SURNAME 

THE NEW B M W  3 SERIES I _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  J 
I 
I 

:..: 
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’ 1 Cheshiremakes 
quick return - but 
it didn’t stop raining 
THE professionalism of the 
A m y  in Northern Ireland has 
seldom shown itself to better 
advantage than during the 
Iccent quick-time deployment 
of the 1st B a d o n ,  The 
ChcshirrR~,torcinforcc 
mmps covering the closure of 
certain border chcclrpoints. 

Only four months after most 
of them had completed a 
six-month roulement tour in 

’1 500 men flew 

into Bdykelly security forces 
base, their Hercules aircraft 
touching down in the early 
hours of a wet morning. 

They had travelled light 
under orders to carry only 
enough kit on their backs to 
sustain them in the field for five 
days. 

Waiting guides took them 
across the streaming runways to 
temporary acwnuncdation. 

The Quarmmasts, Mai Ron 

Gooswin, and his staff had 
already set up shop in the 
celebrated “Big Black Hangar” 
and from there cumpany 
sergeant-majors collected 
ammunition, colour sergeants 
dmR three days’ rations, and 
the regiment signals oEcer, 
Capt Sirnon Ellis, drew 30,000 
pndl batteries. 

The troops were able to nap 
on camp beds (which were also 
waiting for them), the CO, Lt 
Col Bob Stewan, had 24 hours 
to issue his orders and the next 
day the Cheshires flew by 
Chinook to their opuatlonal 
areas. It was still raining. 

“It didn’t stop for three days 
and nights,” said Maj Good- 
win. “I’ve never secn rain like 
it.” 

The Cheshires went into the 
d e n  border mea remarkably 
cheaful, thanks to the water- 
proof Gore-tex suits issued to 
every man. Even Fire Support 
Campany, plunged into Fums- 
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Pte Bob Dav 
Also with the rlfle cornpanlea were the offlcem’ mea9 
atwerds, Pte M v e  Davis end Pte Bob Bntchell. 
Travelllng Ilght, the battllilon was able to cell on 
every man 

Lun-.. I. _.._ . 
A platform betwaen their lndivldual trenchea provldw the p e M  dlnner Gblc 

.. -. 2 dug in along I hedge and well 

Cheshire honours Ballykelly dead 
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t was .very spcdslwxwon. but for 
plso a wondahrl day outwith his 

Six-ye.ar-old Prince Harry gave the appearance of 
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&her fd a heavy machine gun. 
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Harry left behind. 
y u y  well-behaved 

Lett: Prince Charlea al ease 
among hls men - like the 
Gurkhas he enjoys a joke 

Far left: Blackthorn In h 
kukrl on his belt 
dafenders in place - 
Harry watches hls 
flrlng a heavy machlne 
Sgl Bishnu Kumar P 
explains the drlll 

Below left: PrI 

war 

the Gurkhar 



MY COUNTRY'S INTEREST, I 
my own!'@ 2 s  I 

I Now I'm lookin1 after 

. 
expefiiae has pmved 0 winning Combination, PUrChaw 
hanchise has enabled me to own my own business With 
that technical suppofi and advice is only 0 phone coil away Thanks to 

Check Out tor yourself the business Opportunities on offer, Choose 
tom Contract Cleaning. rpeclaiiring in providing ongoing SeNices tor 
every place ot work tom supermarkets to factories. A fronchise ideally 
wted to those With experience of manpower management. 
Other Opportunities include On-Location Carpet 
md furniture Cleaning service5 Furniture Repoh 
Sewlcer and Merry Maids. 

iiceMOster 
Issuiance 

i SeNiceMastei we have become very successful 

For further infoimdlon please HI1 in the coup0 
below to flnd Out mote about the Opportunities 

Return to Don Rudge. SeNiceMaSter Ltd,. 
SeNiceMaster have to offer.'' 

308 Meiton Road. LeiceStei, LE4 7SL. 
Teiephone 0533 610761 

I --I 

Free with every Mazda - that perky new 
feeling you'll get from ownership. Whether 
waiting at the lights or the school gates the 
feeling's unmistakable. 

only does it look great; it comes ready equipped 
with every luxury including air conditioning, 

You'll take pride in the 626 GT 5-door. Not 

ABS brakes and powered roof, windows mimrs 
and locks. 

323 Fastback. Head turning, low-profile lines. 
Terrific performance from new 1.6 and 1.8 
16-valve engines, and sweet, sure-footed handling. 

Joy comes unconfined at the wheel of the 

Pride and Joy. It's a feeling you'll get across 
the whole Mazda range. 
And thanks to Mazda 
quality it's one that won't 
wear off, particularly with Pride &Joy our 3-year warranty plus. 
May we demonstrate? 
UNITED KINGDOM: Muda Cars 
FREEPOST ND 1507, Tax Free SalesDPT. S3 
77 Mount Ephraim, Tunhridge Wis 
Kent TN4 8BS. Telephone: 0892 511877 
GERMANX E&Kf.xportCmbH. 
Boschstrasse 15,4900 Herlord- 
Dlehmck. Telephme: 05221 3958. 

BELGIUM: Pool Autos, Chaussee de 
Bruxelles 189A. 7458 Maisieres. 
Telephone: 116572 8836. 

Qi 

THE PRESTIGIOUS 626 GT 5-DO01.. THE EXHILARATINI- .~. ~ ~ - - - - A C K .  

0 Spedal NATO Femes prices 0 W d w i d e  dealer support 0 Law cost RDme 0 Permnal selvire and advice 0 Dellwly UK. Germany or Belgium 0 P M  exchanges welcome. 

3u 

Please send me a lull inlormation pack. I.m interested in 121 0 323 0 626 0 Rx-i c! Mx-5 0 Don't know 0 
RANK&NAME 

I CONlACTADDRESS 

Tax Free Car Sales W I I R K E L ~ U T N U ~ H O M E E L ~  

C O W R Y  
I 
I POSTiNCDATE 

'Perilapthe 
bravestman 
I ever knew... 

turnacorner 

9 

bx-loot-tour Sergeant 'Tiny' G't'r'e. 
DCM.~asperhaprthe hrawstmanhis 
Colonel ewr knew 

BUI now, aner seelng sewice In Men. 
aner being booby-trapped and ambushed 
in Nonhern lreiand, Sergeant 'TlW' 
cannot bearto turn acorner. iOrlesr Of 
what IS on the other side. 

ltisthe br~"~uertmenandwomen1rom 
ihe Sewices that suner monfrnm mental 
breakdown hrtheyhavetned,eachoneolthem,to~iver cou mthe 

ConvaiescentHamesand.forlheold. there isourveterans' Home where 
the can See Out [hell d a s  In Peace. 

?hew men andwomen h~wgiYentheiimindstotheirCount~ 11 ware 
t~heipthem,wemuslhawlundr DOplea~ehelpuswlihadonatlon,and 
wllh a leg.lCy loo. perhaps The debt is owed by all 01 US 

'"They've given more than they could- 
please give as much as you can." 

I0 p 'o l~c i  mortmnc*sed m,s,ian "malgamol mw,e %"C"CdJI ",tn,,eiatPa,,mm ,n O Y I  rare 

SCNICBOf OWCOUntV. 
We look alter these bnw men and wmen We help the! ve run our own 

- _ _ - _ - _ _ - _  - 
rEX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY1 

I BAMDWAV HOUSE, THE BROADWAY, WIMBLEDON SW9 1RL. TEL 0816%36333 

. . .. .. .. . . I 0 Please hnd enclosed my donation lorC50IC~lClWC51C ,. . I 0 Please send me details of Payroil Giving 

1 Regiment or Corps ,.. .. .. , . . . .. . . . .. . . . ,.. . 

I Mdress . . . .. . . . , .- , . . ..- ._ . 

NarneiRanklNumbei . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . 
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- fly the flag at Spruce Meadows I 

The delights of Spruce Meadows seem a long way away when, like Gnr 
Paul Townley (centre) you are In the early morning sweeping d d l l  
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Designed 
for comf Will Gulf 

lads get 
a medal? 
DESPITE 54 dead and 69 
wounded in the Suez Canal 
Zone from October 1951 to 
March 1952, the Ministry of 
Defence rejected the award of a 
medal on the grounds that 
“evenrs in the Canal Zone were 
in the nature of everyday tasks 
and although mops wen 
involved in skinnishes and 
there were casualties, the 
situation was not deserving for 
a recommendation of the grnnr 
of a General Service Medal”. 

I hope the die-hards who 
used this as a criterion have 
faded away or a lot of soldiers 
who ~ ~ e d  in the Gulf and 
expect a gong are going to be 
disappointed. - C L Golder, 
Bolton. 

I 

Fighting He back.ed the cranes 
tested in 
conf Ii 

Outnow: Survival Aldr’ 1991 catalogue of 
rdmolQthing and equipment wrona horse! YOUR article on 56 (MT) 

Training Squadron Royal En- 
gineers (February 4) stated that 
the squadron is the only 
fighpP unit giving specialist 
trainmg on the operating and 
servicing of the Cranes Field 
Medium 315. 

Port Division School of 
Transportation Royal Corps of 
Transport at Marchwood runs 
many courses which include the 
operating and servicing of the 
Coles 315 crane. The Joint 
Service Mobile Crane Course is 
one. - Capt (Red) M A 
Il*hnrdson, McMuUcn Bar- 
d, M.rchaood. 

I HAD to write ro you, as I 
usually do at the beginning of 
April each year, on the subieft 
of the April Fool spoof in 
SOLDIER. 
This year you have me 

worried! Evayrhing published 
appears to beofs serious nature - except the story on Page 7 
headed “Gren Gds make horse 
%?me’’. 

I believe we are k h g  taken 
for a ride with the article about 
the “Inkerman Light Horse’’ in 
the FaWands. 

Am I right, or have you 
caught me out this year? - Alec 
Coleman, hianchester. 

I 

WHEN YOU 
LEAVE YOU 
STILL NEED 
A ROOF OVER 
YOUR HEAD 

IHow the West E3 M. r i 

W l m  Awl 1 

mosr readers this year. probably 
because rhe subject of our s p w f  
was of such a mslrive nature mar 
it touched a few raw nerves. You 
gor rhe page nghf, Mr Coleman - 
bur rhe clue ro me spwf was in the 
..__>I.__ I., I-... ..- I” I__.  

Remember one” and in the picture wtion, 
which mentioned the figure 
f1.041,991 (a cunningly- 
disguised date). Credit for the 
ingenious hoax must go ro ceriain 
frbds in Western DisWict with a 

r 

the Scots? 
THE letter from Anne Marie 
Bennett Grignon ( k h  18) 
&erred to ‘‘English soldiers”. 

However, it is well-known 
that four out of seven regiments 
from the Scottish Division 
alone have been smving in the 
Gulf, as well as the Welsh and 
Irish personnel stationed here. 

We would be grateful for use 
of your page to put the record 
suaight. - Fus William 
Fslcrmer a d  Fus Bany 
Do- BFPO 649. 

33 

REUNIONS 0 More on Page 37 
’ost your coupon to Dept 35SL. 
Survival Ads Limlted, Moriana, 

)r Glasgow 1.”” 

.All sscond world war 
vetenns are invited to a “We’ll 
Meet Again” weekend organised 
by the Monte Cassino Veterans 
Association in Chester, August 30 
10 September 1, 1991. including 
an alternoon at the races, a 
concert compered by Charlie 
Cheater and a senrice in CheSler 
Cathedral followed by laying of 

wrealhs and a parade of 
standards through the city. For 
details, write with SAE to J Clahe, 
41 Aldermary Road, Manchester 

OThe Queen’s Reglment 
grand reunion will be held at 
Bassingbourn Barracks, Royston, 
Hem, on June 30. at noon. 

M21 2QW (tei: 061-881 4594). 

h m ~ s  fmm M 4  w D Marshall on 
0227 763434, ext 4254 

O R O ~ ~ I  nwn ASSOCI~~ IO~:  
The Royal Lweslershire Rsgim- 
ent annual reunion will be held at 
Leicester on June 22 and 23, 
1991. Detaiis from the Secretary. 
TA Centre, Uhrerscroft Road, 
Leicester (tel: 0533 622749). 
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0 REVIE 

I’ I- - ‘I Portsmout 
soldiered on THERE can be no other such 

comprehensive account of life 
in a British city during the First 
World War than Keep the 
Home Fires Burning, John 
Sadden’s story of Portsmouth 
and Gosport. 

This is also his maiden bwk 
and he should not rest on his 
laurels, which he thoroughly 
deserves, but should find 
another subject to research as 
well as this. 

Complete your 
kit with 

SOLDIER 
Order your copy from your 

newsagent today! 
Or take out an 

annual subscription 
f16.55UK, f10.00BFP0, 

f21.15 overseas. 
Soldier Magazine subscriptions 

Ordnance Road, Aldershot, 
HantS Gull 2DU. 
Tel: 0252 347353 

or Aldershot Mil2353 

His dry sense of humour 
permeates this book, such as 
the account of the rounding-up 
of aliens in 1914 “One man, 
visiting a nearby village to 
attend the funeral of a relative, 
was arrested by soldiers while 
leaving the church. As he was 
escorted away under armed 
guard he disconsolately re- 
marked, ‘I had not been to 
church for I 5  years and this 
does not give one much 
encouragement’. 

This was the first time that 
the effects of war, including the 
bombmg of cities by Zeppelins, 
conscription, rationing and 
enormous casualties from the 
battlefields, were felt by the 
civilian population and Sadden 
paints a most detailed picture, 
enhanced by some 300 remark- 
able photographs and copies of 
advertisements. 

“The spirit of ‘Business as 

usual’ knew no bounds, but not 
everyone welcomed the martial 
activities. For one well-to-do 
lady resident of Clarence 
Parade, the passing of the 
vulgar tripper was now a matter 
of regret; his loud exuberance 
on the common opposite had 
been bliss compared with the 
piercing calls of the Army 
bugler which, she bravely 
complained, was ‘a source of 
torture to shattered nerves’.’’ 

But other ladies did their bit 
to release men for the front by 
joining the Women’s Royal 
Naval Service, the Women’s 
Royal Air Force, the Land 
Army, the Corporation tram 
and water services, the muni- 
tion factories and the dockyard, 

Others still sold their 
services to the thousands of 
Servicemen passing through 
Portsmouth and Gosport, few 
of whom took Lord Kitchener’s 

advice to “avoid any intimacy 
with women”, with the result 
that venereal diseases reached 
such proportions that free 
medical treatment was pro- 
vided and more than 20,000 
cases were treated in the first 
two years. 

When the war was over 
memorials were erected outside 
Portsmouth City Hall to the 
estimated 6,000 men and 
women who died and on the sea 
front at Southsea, a Naval 
Memorial to the 9,000 men of 
the Empire who had “no other 
grave than the sea”. 

Gosport’s war memorial was 
more practical - a hospital. - 
PSN 

Keep the Home Flres Burnlng. 
The Story of Portsmouth and 
Gosport in World War 1 by John 
Sadden. Published by Portsmouth 
Publishing and Printing Lld. Price 
f12.95. 

“A tale of physical endurance, endless drudgery and frequent humiliation. 
It will bring home to many what life in our armed forces is actually like.” 

PADDY ASHDOWN 
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A 
JOURNEY THROUGH lVlOLENCE I 

I 

MICHAEL ASHER 

Tale of 
intriaue 

U- 

and 
treason 
BRITISH soldiers waiting in 
Venlo on the German-Dutch 
frontier in the spring of 1945, 
apprehensive of the great 
amphibious crossing of the 
Rhine that was to come, were 
unaware of the dramatic 
incident that occurred near the 
town some 52 months earlier, 
when the leading British 
intelligence agents in Holland 
were snatched by the SS in an 
audacious kidnapping. 

Everyone likes reading “sec- 
ret war” stories and in Betrayal 
at  Venlo Leo Kessler gives us 
several stories in one hwk, 
each intricately linked but al l  
capable of standing alone as a 
tale of high adventure. 

The author points an 
accusing fmger from the start: 
“If the truth of what had been 
going on at this frontier that 
November came out - a British 
Prime Minister negotiating 
with the enemy two months 
after he had declared war on 
their country, and a ‘royal‘, 
disguised as a major-general in 
the British Army, actively 
engaged in discussing treachery 
with that same enemy as late as 
1940 - the whole nation’s 
confidence in the ruling class, 
perhaps even in the dynasty 
itself, might be irrevocably 
shaken.” 

The opening chapters are 
concerned with two uncon- 
nected plots which might have 
brought the war to an early 
end, but one of which could 
certainly be interpreted as 
treachery. 

One involved the British 
agents in Holland, Sigismund 
Payne Best and Maj Richard 
Stevens, acting under instruc- 
tions from London, negotiating 
with Germans who were 
mistakenly believed to ‘be  
planning the overthrow of the 
Nazis. 

The other, a plot born in the 
mind of an unlikely German, a 
far from youthful Swabian 
carpenter, Johann Georg Elsar: 
“. , , this humble little man 
preparing to assassinate the 
Fiihrer seems to have had np 

Contaminated 
view of Haig 

ANYTHING published at 
this late date which examines 
Douglas Haig as the First 
World War British comman- 
der on the Western Front 
must be inspired by new 
thinking or backed by the 
discovery of hitherto hidden 
material. 

In the latest book on the 
subject, Haig‘s Command: A 
Reassessment, Denis Winter 
sets out to analyse what he 
believes to be a major 
historical fraud. 

He claims to have disco- 
vered strong evidence that 
informal documents relating 
to Haig, such as his diaries, as 
well as ofiicial confidential 
material, were over the years 
tampered with and in some 
cases even removed 
altogether; it is asserted that 
official war records, both 
political and military, were 
systematically distorted dur- 
ing the war as propaganda, 
and subsequently put through 
extensive laundering for the 
Official War History. 

“What did stanle was a 
collection of GHQ and Army 
Command material which had 
no counterpart in the Public 
Record Office . . . The one 
conclusion making sense of 
the anomalies was that 
falsification on a considerable 
scale must have taken place 
for so many documents to 
have been held back . . .” 

Altogether, the book is 
more than a criticism of Haig; 
it amounts to a character 
assassination, much of the 
justification for which seems 
to stem from the works and 

some unpublished papers of 
Charles Bean, the author of 
the Australian War History. 

Winter’s view of Haig is 
summed up fairly early in the 
book: “His period of com- 
mand, fmt of a corps, then of 
an army, had exposed grave 
professional weaknesses in a 
man whose rise had always 
owed more to intrigue and 
patronage than to any 
evidence of talent as a 
soldier.” 

Assessments of the Battles 
of the Somme, Passchendaele, 
and Cambrai show up 
miscalculations and blunders 
on the part of Haig. 

In the Official History, the 
Somme, Haig’s first cam- 
paign, is presented as a battle 
forced on him by the French, 
whereas it is pointed out by 
Winter that Haig prepared 
the battle badly, using it as a 
diversionary attack. Some 
diversion, with over half a 
million casualties to its name! 

“Whether in terms of 
ground gained or damage 

inflicted, the Somme has all 
the appearance of a disastrous 
experience for the British 
Army; why was the battle 
fought? What went wrong? 
Why did Haig persist from 
July to November?” 

As partial answers to these 
questions, Wmter points out 
three basic weaknesses shown 
at the Battles of the Somme 
and Passchendaele: “A faulty 
selection of the battlefield, an 
inability to break the crust of 
the enemy’s position at the 
outset and a failure to exploit 
such fleeting opportunities for 
b r e a k t h r o u g h  w h i c h  
appeared.” 

This is a b w k  that will give 
ammunition to those who 
believe that most comman- 
ders in the First World War 
were either extremely thick or 
unfeeling butchers. 

In the case of Douglas Haig 
the accusations are that he 
was, variously, devious, stub- 
born and unimaginative, his 
errors making him responsi- 
ble for the horrific blwdshed 
staining all accounts of that 
conflict. 

But there are pundits who 
equally earnestly believe that 
the Allied Command, and 
Haig in particular, had no 
alternative to launching these 
offensives. 

Without them, the Central 
Powers, it is claimed, would 
almost certainly have gained 
control of Europe. - BJ 

Halg’s Command A Reas- 
sesament by Denis Winter. 
Published by Viking. Price, 
hardback, f18.99 

great thoughts, no doubts, no 
uncertainties, no fears. He 
seemed possessed solely by that 
one fixed idea: he must kill 
Hitler.’’ 

Elsar very nearly succeeded 
with his one-man attempt, 
using a home-made bomb in a 
Munich beer hall, whereas the 
ill-conceived British plot could 
never have been anything other 
than a disaster, with a number 
of far-reaching consequences. 

An amazing mix of familiar 

names springs from the pages 
of this book Anthony Blunt, R 
A Butler, David Eccles, Kim 
Philby, and a certain Czech, a 
“teenage private named Hoch, 
who would later become 
Private Leslie du Maurier, and 
finally Capt Robert Maxwell”. 
It must be said that by no 
means all the names dropped 
had any connection with the 
intrigues. 

The book is the result of 
some entemrising research on 

the part of Leo Kessler. 
“Naturally after the war no one 
wanted to be associated with 
any wartime deals with Hitler. 
It is probably for this reason 
that the papers relating to the 
whole episode will not be 
available till the year 2015 . . . 
By then, gentle reader, most of 
us will be dead.” - BJ 

Betrayal at Venlo by Leo 
Kessler. Published by Leo 
Cooper. Price (hardback) fl5.50. 
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Cambridge on target:. 

It’s the Volvo way of saying - - - 
welcome back. 

British Military personnel involved in the Gulf conflict can now 
benefit from a unique Volvo offer. 

If they order any Volvo model from Volvo Export U.K. during 
the month of May, they get an extra 5% saving on both tax-free 
and tax-paid purchases. 

For more information on this special welcome-back offer, 
please complete the coupon and mail it to us at the address 
below. 

VOLVO 

I To: Volvo Export. Please send me further details of yoh special offer. Ref: SOL 

Rank I am interested in the Volvo Name 

Address 

Req’d delivery date 

4400 4600 4800 

Telephone 240~740~94009600 

1 Volvo Export, FREEEPOST 30, Hatfield, Herts AL9 7AR. TelO707 262388. Fax 0707 261712. Telex 24949 Volvo G I 
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benefit from a unique Volvo offer. 

If they order any Volvo model from Volvo Export U.K. during 
the month of May, they get an extra 5% saving on both tax-free 
and tax-paid purchases. 

For more information on this special welcome-back offer, 
please complete the coupon and mail it to us at the address 
below. 

VOLVO 

I To: Volvo Export. Please send me further details of yoh special offer. Ref: SOL 

Rank I am interested in the Volvo Name 

Address 

Req’d delivery date 

4400 4600 4800 

Telephone 240~740~94009600 

1 Volvo Export, FREEEPOST 30, Hatfield, Herts AL9 7AR. TelO707 262388. Fax 0707 261712. Telex 24949 Volvo G I 






