


More Muscle.
Less weight.
Less money.
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A more compact car than
Mercedes normally produce, the
new 220 is up in performance, °
because it's down in weight. The
220 body is 85" shorter for
manoeuyrability and parking but
it's no less roomy inside!

New low-line styling. New
curved side windows increase
visibility dramatically. Inside, the
instrument panel, controls,
upholstery and heating system
are all new.
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iOn
Mercedes 220

$1147

---------------------1
Please send me details of the Mercedes-Benz range.
Tick whichever applicable: [_]1am being posted abroad.

] HP facilities.

Mercedes-Benz (Great Britain) Ltd., Nato Sales Division,
Avenfield House, 127 Park Lane, London W.1. 01-629 5578

L---------------------

Against the U.K. price of
£2,297 all this Mercedes motoring
machinesy is nothing shortof a
bargain at £1,147.

But that's all you pay if you're
about to be posted abroad.

Notonly doyou get it
purchase tax free and duty free
but worry free too. We can
arrange HP facilities.

Fill in the coupon below, we'll
do the rest.

L----

SOLDIER

DECEMBER 1968

Volume 24, No. 12

Contents

4 See-the-Army diary
9 Sappers’ treasure island airfield

11 Front cover story
13 SOLDIER to Soldier
14 Humour—Christmas 1917 by Larry

15 Iran earthquake—Army aid

16 Green Howards in Honduras

17 Caribbean Signal Squadron’s hurricane watch
17 How Observant Are You?

18 Left, Right and Centre

20 Light Infantry in Army film

21 Wargamers Convention

Purely Personal

Lille liberation parade

The General and the Sentry

Army competitors in Mexico

Your Regiment: 71—The Royal Highland
Fusiliers

31 Vehicle navigation by computer
32 Book reviews

35 Prize competition

37 Letters

38 It Happened in December

Collectors’ Corner

Services Jobfinder
Anglo-Ghanaian troops exchange
Army help in Scotland

Back cover story

Editor: PETER N WOOD
Deputy Editor: JOHN WRIGHT
Feature Writer: HUGH HOWTON
Art Editor: FRANK R FINCH
Research: JOHN JESSE
Picture Editor: LESLIE A WIGGS
Photographers: ARTHUR BLUNDELL
TREVOR JONES
Advertisement Manager: K PEMBERTON WOOD
Distribution: Miss D M W DUFFIELD

Editorial, photographic, advertising and circulation (except trade distribution) inquiries
should be addressed to:
SOLDIER 433 Holloway Road London N7. y

(Phone: GPO—o1-272 4381 Military network—Holloway Military).
Trade distribution inquiries to PO Box 569, London SE1.
SOLDIER, the British Army Magazine, is published for the Ministry of Defence b:
Her Majeatg"s Stationery Office and printed by Harrison & Sons Ltd, 134 Blyth Road,
Hayes, Middlesex. © Crown copyright 1968.



£520

Scholarship

plus a career opening

Army Scholarships carry a grant of up to £260 a year, tax-free, for
two years; they are intended to help able boys stay on at school to study
for their ‘A’ levels (Higher Grade for Scotland). The money is made
up of a refund of tuition fees up to £160 p.a., plus a maintenance grant,
dependent on parents’ income, of up to £100 p.a. -

The scholarships carry with them, for the successful, the assurance
of a place at Sandhurst —and can therefore be a boy’s first step to a
career as an Army Officer.

Selection is by written examination and interview. Boys aged 15
years and 5 months to 16 years and § months on 1st January 1969 are
eligible, and application must be made before 1st December 1968.

For full details of the scheme, write to:
Major T. W. Tilbrook, Army Officer Entry, Dept. 462, Lansdowne
House, Berkeley Square, London, W1X 6AA
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Rally winning BMW 2000 TI

on the sporty, sparkling
BMW 2000 TI1

FOR EVERY SERVICEMAN whois..will be.. or has been serving in H.M. forces over-
seas BMW offer their brilliant 114 mph 2000 TI at a special price — as well as tax and
@ M Q duty free.

‘Only £1,040 and you can enjoy the thrill of owning this unbeatable saloon with sports
car performance. The 2000 Tl cannot conceal its sporting origin yet, at the same time, it
is ideal for both town and motorway driving ; speed and acceleration reserves ensure a
margin of safety providing complete mastery of any traffic situation which may arise.
The BMW 2000 Tl is just one of the brilliant BMW range. Compare performance of
BMW with competitive marques and you’ll find BMW the leader . . . every time.

Here’s the full unbeatable BMW range: [ T e S O E |
SAV'NG FROM £605 to 2853 i SEND COUPON TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS: i
Model 0-50 Top Speed  U.K. Price YOUR | To: BMW Concessionaires G.B. Ltd., Export Division |

(ga0s) (mph) RILE | 142 Holland Park Avenue, London W11, England. Tel: 01-727 0611 |
BMW 1600 7.2 102.2 £1 375 £770 | Please send me details of BMW range —and my special privileges. I
BMW 2002 6.8 113:0 €1 597 £870 I | am being posted abroad D | am serving abroad :
BMW 1800 89 1006 £1,5697 £935 | (AL WAEAT Mot |
BMW 1800 Auto 82 1002 £1,749 £1,085 | name :
BMW 2000 8.1 105.0 £1,848 £1,035 | Address :
BMW 2000 Auto 93 1040 €£1998 £1,135 | |
BMW2000TI 71 1140 £1,899 £1,040 } :
BMW 2000 Tilux 7.1 1140 £1,998 £1,145 e e e e e e e e T =

PAGE 6



For easy

car ownership
choose NAAFI

and enjoy

thesefadvantages

% ‘GO ANYWHERE' CAR HP. No snags when you are
posted. (Many companies insist that the car must stay
in the UK until the agreement is fully paid).

% UP TO 124% DISCOUNT on the basic price of many
popular makes of British cars bought through Naafi from
a dealer in the UK.

% LOW HP CHARGES
% FIRST-CLASS CAR INSURANCE

% DEPOSIT SAVING —a unique scheme that will reduce
the HP cost of your car.

% TOURING CARAVANS

¥ PRIVATE SALE HP to help you sell your car to a Service man
{(or to buy a car from a Service man) in UK or Germany

Naafi's Credit Manager will be pleased to send
you full details of the Naafi way to easy ear ownership.
Complete and post the enquiry form today.

To: CREDIT MANAGER, NAAFI HQ, LONDON SE11

1.1 am thinking of buying the following new car under the Naafi
scheme providing a substantial saving on the basic price

Make
Model
Extras and accessories required__

.

2. Delivery date requested
3. Address for delivery

4, The car is for Home use
The car is for Export use in = ==
(state country)
: . Delete
5. | wish to pay for the car by cash in full whichever i

| wish to use the Naafi Car HP Scheme NOT required

| wish to trade-in my present car if possible
Make Year
6. (a) Rank

Name (Block Letters) LS, e
(b) Address for reply (Block Letters) _

7. Date_

To bring you calm, _
to give you vigour,
the Monks of Buckfast

blend their
tonic wine to

A glass of Buckfast Tonic Wine helps |,

relieve the pressures of every day life, |Trya sample- ow!|
gives you that moment of peace and | 1o ; chandier & co. (Buckfast) Lta
quiet while youenjoy its subtle flavour | Abbey House, Peterborough Rd. |
and full-bodied maturity - Sets YOU UD | piessesend me » sampe of Bucktust |
again with its tonic ingredients which | Tonic Wine.1 enclose PO. value /6 to
make you feel better, be better. Take | cover post & packing I

pleasure in a glass of Buckfast - it's |

all to your good! | g
From off-licences, licensed grocers |
and licensed chemists. | Address

Bottle 18/9, half bottle 9/11.

buckfast

(BLOCK LETTERS)

TONICHWIN E |[t5alltoyour good!

from the Benedictine Monks of Buckfast Abbey . —_ = — ____,




b
VspERRY RAND

Half the price of its nearest competitor, the 8
Sperry Chobham Navigator solves one of the
soldier's most pressing problems, that of §
circumnavigating a tight Defence Budget, |
at the same time possessing a continuous &%
vehicle map reference — presented with =
unbeaten accuracy.

Accepted for general service by the British
Army, ordered in Scandinavia, and proved
over countless thousands of miles from the &
Arctic to the Sahara, the Sperry Navigator &
- by automating the navigating function -
gal:;)ws the Soldier to get on with the tactical
job.

SPERRY

GYROSCOPE DIVISION

NAVAL & MILITARY GROUP

Stonehouse, Glos. England
Phone: Stonehouse 2231
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In the former haunt of pirates the Royal Engineers are working to bring tourist riches to a poor treasure island

WIND OF GHANGE IN THE COGONUT TREES

gers and blood-red rubies, golden
goblets and sunken galleons—
untold treasure still lies buried in the
Virgin Islands of the West Indies.
Royal Engineers have been excavating
there for nine months, but they have
not found anything yet.
They did not expect to unearth treasure

P IECES-OF-EIGHT, jewelled dag-

Story by Hugh Howton
Pictures by Trevor Jones

trove. Their purpose is to bring wealth to
the islands, not to take it away.

They are building an airfield—an airfield
that after its opening in March will see
the arrival of regular planeloads of sun-
starved tourists with plump wallets.

“Tourism is the only way to make our
economy viable,” His Honour John Suther-
land Thomson, Administrator of the British

Virgin Islands, told SOLDIER in the
whitewashed Government House at Road-
town, the capital.

Despite legends of treasure the islands
are poor. There is no significant industry,
skilled workers commute to the United
States Virgin Islands and local produce
consists of fish, cattle and livestock,
limes, bananas and coconuts, rum and

Above: Bodies burnt to a rich mahogany, sappers
lay a section of runway surveyed by theodolite.
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s and baskets, The
estimated total local revenue for 1968 is
£448,000. The British Virgin Islands
(population 8619 in 1964) have to supple-
ment this with handouts from the bounti-
ful British taxpayer—an annual grant in aid
of £130,000 and capital grant of £269,000
for the financial year 1968-69.

The airfield is the key to tourism.
Work is now going ahead on a new hotel-
boat marina complex and there have been
numerous enquiries from hoteliers and
potential developers in Britain and North
America.

“If things work out right the islands

Above: Piece-of-eight, counterstamped Tortola,
of 1806, It could be cut into halves, quarters,
and eighths. Current currency is the US dollar.

Right: In the fast fading twilight, a section of
runway is watered before being rolled. The local
soil, called taras, a decomposed granite, is
used for the foundation. The runway, built in
layers, has a bitumen limestone-chipping surface.

Below: A seafaring chart of the 17th century.
Beef Island was so-named because pirates used
to graze their cattle here. Normands (now
Norman) Island is supposed to be the original of
Robert Louis Stevenson’s ‘“Treasure Island.”
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will be self-su

years,” prediced Mr Thomson. “So
we are very grateful for what the Royal
Engineers are doing.”

Although undevelopcd the Virgin Islands
have been on the map for centuries.
Columbus discovered them in 1493 and
called them after St Ursula and her ill-
fated 11,000 virgins.

There are names around that smack
of seafaring yarns—Frenchman’s Cay,
Rogue’s Point, Sir Francis Drake Channel,
Fat Hog Bay, Hawks Nest, Paraqulta
Bay, Hell Hole and Shark Bay. Norman
Island is supposed to be Robert Louis
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Swwmon’s Treasure Island and
Dead Chest Island is celebrated in the
pirate song “Fifteen men on a dead
man’s chest; yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of
rum!” Planters cultivated sugar cane here
and kept warm black mistresses on their
estates and cool pink wives in England.
But when sugar beet was grown more
cheaply elsewhere, the planters left and the
slaves were emancipated.

Despite a pageant of history, the islands
have been in the 20th century for only
15 years. It was then that the first asphalt
road was built on the main island of Tortola.
The status symbols of a mule and panama

( \-.":‘.-
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Above: Quality control. A sapper and a locally
employed labourer check a sample. If wrongly
laid or compacted the runway could erack. The
capital cost of the airfield is £216,000—to be
borne by the Ministry of Overseas Development.

Right: Their mess may have been named the
“Beef Island Hilton™ with tongue in cheek, but
there is an abundance of mouth-watering fruit for
the picking. There are 100 trenchermen of REME,
RE, RAOC, RAMC, RAPC and Signals to feed.

This map, from }qfrg‘b West Iudum A!Ia.:, is in the pos-

session of New Yor

hat have been superseded by the mini-
moke and flamboyant fibreglass construc-
tion helmet. The Queen opened a new
lifting span bridge connecting Tortola and
Beef Island during a royal visit in 1966.
Now the Queen’s soldiers are building an
airfield on Beef Island. The winds of change
are blowing through the coconut trees.

The soldiers—53 Field Squadron (Air-
fields), Royal Engineers, from Waterbeach,
Cambridgeshire—arrived with their com-
plete airfield equipment on board a logistics
landing ship in March after a ten-day
4000-mile transatlantic sea voyage from
England.

It is a bold project, the first time the
Army has built an airfield abroad for non-
military use. It came about as a result of
ministerial co-operation and ability to kill
two birds with one stone. The Ministry of
Defence found it was running out of sites
for the sappers to build airfields and the
Ministry of Overseas Development wanted
to help the somewhat neglected British
Virgin Islands. The cost is being borne by
the two ministries.

The runway will be 3600 feet long and
take the 45-seater turbo-prop Avro 748
(civil version of the Andover). A regular
twice-daily service will link Beef Island

to Antigua, St Kitts and the United States
Virgin Islands. During the year-long pro-
ject the present dirt strip is remaining open
to accommodate the existing short-range
air-taxi service.

The terrain is rugged and the sappers’
first job was to clear 3000 by 500 feet of
thorn, cactus, tamarind trees and prickly
pear. “Only about ten per cent of this
stuff is at all pleasant to stand in,” the
sappers’ officer commanding, Major Nigel
Clifford, observed drily. More than 60,000
cubic yards of earth had to be removed,
much of it boulders and solid bedrock
granite.

DECEMBER 1908 & One Shilling and Sixperce

SOLDIER

Excavation on a treasure island.
An aerial view of the sappers’
embryo airfield and their tented
camp nicknamed Rag City. The
airstrip extends 300 feet out into
Conch Bay. SOLDIER Photographer
Trevor Jones took *hls picture
from a Cessna aircraft at 500 feet.
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Above: A Beatle tune has a chorus of cicadas
and tree frogs. L/Cpl Alan Hodgkinson ACC,
of Liverpool, plays guitar in the camp group,
Jack’s Union. They run dances and invite local
girls. The “garden” is cacti and conch shells.

Left and below: Transport, old and new. But the
sole main road is still a novelty, like a cross
between a race track and the big dipper. Sleepy
Thomas Liner, top Tortola taxi-driver, thinks
the airfield will be “real good for business.”

e —
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Then they had to dig away “Ma Brodie’s
Hill.” The 30-foot high hill, with a
ruined cottage on top, had to make way for
the end of the runway and a new access
road. There is a local legend that Ma
Brodie, a cranky old widow, poisoned some
thieves who had stolen her cattle and buried
the thieves’ bodies in her back garden. “But
we never found anything there except a few
empty beer and lemonade bottles,” said
the major. y

“Obviously, though, she had read the
Good Book, because she had built her cot-
tage on rock and not sand. We had a big
job blasting it.”” Ma Brodie’s hill and cot-
tage have both now gone but her grave
remains intact at the side of the new
airfield, shaded by the palm trees which
she planted herself,

Once the sappers thought they had found
gold. Specks of “gold dust” were discovered
by some of them on a nearby beach. But
scientific examination in the on-site soil
laboratory showed it to be a material called
phlogopite, a decomposed mica which has
a golden sheen. “If we do find treasure
though, we are going to put up a barrier
at the bridge and declare UDIL,” joked
Captain Cyril Woodfield, the soil tech-
nician.

The sappers need a sense of humour
because working conditions are tough.
They wield shovels and drive heavy lorries




and bulldozers in a midday temperature of
102 degrees in the shade. But on the run-
way, parched white by the fierce sun, there
is no shade. As Major Clifford pointed out:
“It’s very hard work. Eight hours of this
is a good day’s work in the United King-
dom. On top of that it is very hot and very
dusty. A civilian worker would earn three
times as much and then claim expenses.
But we are fully operational here—we are
doing what we would do in war.”

Paradise is expensive. It is all right for
an American millionaire cruising round the
islands in a luxury yacht with bikinied
blondes sipping iced martinis on deck.
But on a soldier’s meagre budget it is very
different. Prices are highly inflated in the
British Virgin Islands for two reasons—
rich American tourists and the fact that
everything is imported. A tube of tooth-
paste costs seven and six, a cheap comb
three and six, whisky six shillings and a
dinner for two about five pounds without
wine. “You can’t take a girl out every night
of the week here,” ruefully remarked a
good-looking young lieutenant,

At first the blasting and bulldozing
disturbed the easy-going atmosphere. Here
life is mafiana (put off till tomorrow what
you can do today), a smile is as broad as a
melon slice and modernity is ice cubes
with your rum.

The Army employs several people from
the local villages of Long Look and East
End and the locals have become fond of the
soldiers of Rag City, as the tent encamp-
ment is known.

Sam Ezekial Thomas, proprietor of the
local bar, lets the sappers have drinks at
reduced prices. He explained: “They shoot
a little pool, they play a little juke box and
have a cream soda or beer in between. If
they drink too much and get a little uncom-
fortable, I take them home in my car.”

Above: The ones that did not get away—a red
snapper and a crayfish. Snorkelling Sergeant
Don Major (right) was once chased 200 yards by
a grey nurse shark. Skin-diving soldiers have
seen wrecked Spanish galleons on the ocean bed.

Below: Bulldozing at sunset. The cooling trade
winds ripple the turquoise sea. “But at midday
it feels like 170 degrees,” says dozer driver
L/Cpl Mike Turner. “You sweat a lot, but if
you drink plenty of lemonade it’s all right.”

SOLDIER
to a
Soldier

As the Army, for once in a while
disengaged on almost all fronts,
squares up to 1969, the focus switches
from confrontation, terrorism and
rioting to the peaceful pursuits of
training, exercises, adventure and
helping the civilian community.

OPMACC—Operation Military Aid
to the Civil Community—has its
problems of agreement with trade
unions and employers’ federations,
payment for services rendered and
safeguards on training value. But
within these necessary limitations
the scheme works well and is
expanding.

And in their own localities the
soldiers’ help does not go unnoticed.
The Colchester Gazette drew attention
in its leading article to “"Perhaps the
most important picture in the paper
this week’’—of soldiers helping
parishioners to build a new church.

“It is almost a commonplace that
soldiers participating in the Garrison
Community Aid Scheme should be
there to lend a hand. But, far beyond
its content, this picture is important
to the Gazette and its readers. And
the reason may be seen by a glance at
last week's paper.

“There, in half a dozen cases of
varying seriousness, soldiers figured
in crime stories. Thereby the Garrison
suffered an injustice of which readers
often complain; a tiny minority were
contributing quite disproportionately
to the overall image.

“*Some such degree of distortion is
probably inevitable in the mirror
which newspapers hold up to life, for
it is the exception to the rule which
makes news: the social failure, the
personal success, the above-average
endeavour and the short-fall.

““The ordinary, decent, steady, well-
doing citizen, be he soldier or
civilian, student or worker, gets no
comparable attention. That's why,
this week, we’re glad, as some sort
of corrective, to focus attention on
the good deeds soldiers do, and the
high civic regard that by far the
majority deservedly enjoy."”

*

But before 1969 there is still the big
problem of 1968—Christmas presents.
If you still have no idea what you're
going to give father, son or uncle,
here are some suggestions for pre-
sents that will be appreciated:

SOLDIER—a year's posted supply
for 21s, two years for 40s or three
years for 57s 6d;

Military uniform prints—a range of
18 in full colour at prices from 10s to
£4 10s (single or sets of six) or, in
black-and-gold frames, from £5 5s
a pair to £21 a set of six;

Colour print of Terence Cuneo’s
D-Day painting, 21s:

Colour print of David Shepherd's
QOosterbeek Crossroads painting, 63s;

Or a SOLDIER Easibinder, to hold
12 issues, at 12s 6d.
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A PITCH
OF TENTS

F ever the ubiquitous American
Itourist reaches Gomabad in the

heart of Iran he is in for a surprise.
Thirty local peasants will want to
practise their English on him. They
know just one phrase—‘Pull on the
bloody rope”—and they learned it
from a British soldier.

Warrant Officer I Edward F Smith,
Royal Army Medical Corps, was in Gona-
bad to plan and supervise the erection of a
tented hospital on the fringe of the earth-
quake disaster area. The 30 peasants and
some young students were his labour force.

Mr Smith is warrant officer in charge of
the Royal Army Medical Corps Field
Training Wing at Mytchett. He was sent
out to Iran by his Corps at the request of
the British Red Cross which had been
asked by the Iranian Red Lion and Sun,
through the International Red Cross, to
supply tentage for housing and for a
temporary 300-bed hospital.

From Britain, Mr Smith flew in a
chartered Britannia, with 25 tons of tentage,
to the Iranian capital, Teheran, then on to
Mashad in the Khorasan Province where
he and a British Red Cross official bought
equipment. When a second aircraft had
brought another 26 tons of tentage they
drove overnight, with a hair-raising five
miles in the mountains, to (Gonabad.

The hospital site was the local football
field. It took a full day to sort out 65
marquees, 70 160-pound Indian pattern and
100 assorted tents, and another six days,
working from 7am to 6pm, to erect them.

What the peasants lacked in knowledge
they made up for in willingness and hard
work—“They grafted their hearts out.”
And up went the tents and marquees in the
intricate pattern of a hospital—pairs of
25-bed marquees each of five sections and
two ends linked by corridors and “bandbox”
for nursing offices. Twelve marquees in all
in three blocks of four, for men’s, women’s
and children’s wards, more tents for the
hospital staff, administration, stores, kit-
chens, laundry, lavatories, showers, opera-
ting theatre—a football field of tents.

There were problems; Warrant Officer
Smith, in civilian clothes but wearing his
Army beret and badge, sweated through
them with his labourers in 90 degrees
Fahrenheit. The football field, as hard as
concrete, shattered wooden pegs—metal
pegs had to be obtained. The local workers
had never seen tents of that kind. “Mister
Smiss” taught them by sign language how
to put up the tentage and showed his
approval of a good job with a thumbs up
gesture. It took him two days of chuckles
and giggles to discover that thumbs up has
a different meaning in Iran!

A week’s hard work and the tentage,
replacing a small hospital destroyed in the
earthquake, was ready for equipping and
staffing by the Iranians.

“Mister Smiss,” his job finished, flew
shakily out in an overloaded light aircraft
over the salt desert to Teheran then back
via Tel Aviv to the less exciting world and
work of Mytchett.

k‘ﬁ:’meumup——twoenlqﬁvem

Along WO I Smith’s guide lines go more pegs. .

Wooden pegs shattered in th;ha.rd ground. Note
the supervisory student complete with umbrella.”
: ; %7
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Recently SOLDIER Picture Editor Leslie Wiggs visited British
Honduras where the Army is represented by a company of 1st
Battalion, The Green Howards, and agarrison staff. Herehe presents
two aspects-of Army life in this far-away colony in Central America

IF THEY

T is'a powerful weapon, especially
Iin the hands of British soldiers;

it has helped to win campaigns—
and at present it is being used to good
effect in British Honduras.

Hearts-and-minds it is called and it
involves giving the often poor and needy
local people a helping hand. And there is
plenty of poverty and need surrounding the
company of lst Battalion, The Green
Howards, out there in the Caribbean.

Into the jungle they have gone in platoon
strength—by Land-Rover, foot or dugout
canoe—to give their aid. It is a job for
which the British soldier seems uniquely
suited; he just loves helping people.

A dugout with an outboard motor was
hired, usirig money out of company funds,
to visit lonely Indian villages where sick
parades were held.

One platoon discovered in one locality
that a woman expecting a baby was in
difficulties—and a soldier rode for two
hours on horseback for help.

PAGE 16

AN HEL

SONEBODY

Near San José one platoon helped out
two members of the American Peace
Corps who had the materials but not the
labour to build a school. The Americans
were getting pretty desperate until 5
Platoon came along.

At Stann Creek they helped to build a
school, painted a church and redecorated
the vicarage in The Green Howards
colours. At San Pedro they built a road to a
rice paddy field. Near the Mexican border
they patched up another school, this one
damaged by hurricane.

For one expedition they slung a Land-
Rover across an ancient steamer (the
vehicle’s front and rear protruded over
either side of the boat) and were at sea for
20 hours. In Belize they have taken an
orphanage under their wing and teach the
children physical education and football.

Most hearts-and-minds jobs have ended
with a soldiers-versus-civilians soccer
match, and platoons have received gifts.

Yes, it is a powerful constructive weapon.

——————

Top: Laying the foundations for the Stann Creek
school. Above: Typical of the roads in B ;
Honduras. This held up a platoon for one night.
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N HURRICANE
WATCH

N addition to their task in British
IHonduras of providing rear link

communications to the United
Kingdom, men of 633 Signal Troop,
Royal Corps of Signals, keep a weather
eye open during the hurricane season
which lasts from June to November.

Each season sees the generation of a
number of tropical depressions some of
which intensify into storms and two or
three of which develop further into hurri-
canes.

Hurricanes are named after girls but once
one of them causes destruction the name is
never used again. Such names are Hattie,
which caused untold damage in British
Honduras in 1960, and Beulah, the worst
hurricane this century which missed Hon-
duras by a hairsbreadth.

Once a-hurricane is located by satellite

and United States Navy reconnaissance
aircraft a continuous stream of information
is transmitted to all Service organisations
W the area from the US Navy fleet weather
facility at Jacksonville, Florida.

This information is plotted in the Royal
Signals centre at Airport Camp in British
Honduras and passed on to the authorities
concerned. The Signals building is hurri-
cane-proof and self-contained with its own
power plant and hurricane antennae. As
hurricanes move forward at between only
five and 20 miles an hour, ample warnings
can be given to the garrison and civilian
population of the colony to enable well-
established hurricane drills to be put into
operation (see SOLDIER, April 1968).

During Leslie Wiggs’s visit Hurricane
Gladys, which began off British Honduras,
moved north and crossed Southern Florida,
carefully tracked by the Signals troop.

Top: 633 Troop keeps track of Hurricane Gladys.

These two pictures look alike but
they differ in ten details. Look
at them carefully. If you cannot
spot the differences see page 39.




GARFORTH %G

Mr Charles Garforth won the first Vietoria Cross of
World War One and there is nobody alive who
earned the decoration before him. Now he has a
tank named after him. Mr Garforth gained his
decoration at Mons in 1914 while a troop sergeant
with A Squadron, 15th The King’s Hussars. And
54 vears later at Tidworth he unveiled his name
painted on the green hull of the squadron leader’s
tank of A Squadron, 15th/19th The King’s Royal
Hussars, Lieutenant-Colonel J C Inglis described
Mr Garforth, pictured with his wife, as the most
gallant and honoured member of the squadron.

left, right
centre
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Fire! Centurion of The Royal Scots Greys in action
while representing the British Army during the
Canada Cup NATO tank shoot at Hohne in
Northern Germany. The best tank crews in
Europe were there and The Greys managed to
win third place. Winner was Belgium with a new
lightweight tank and second came the Germans
with their Leopards. It was probably the last time
that the British used the Centurion in the com-
petition; it is rapidly being ousted by Chieftain.

Major-General Philip Shears, formerly of The
Border Regiment, pictured with the Victoria
Cross he bought at Sotheby’s for £320 on behalf
of The Border Regiment Museum at Carlisle.
It was awarded in 1857 to Private William Coffey
of the 34th Foot, later The Border Regiment.

Field-Marshal Viscount Montgomery of Alamein
at the Imperial War Museum. He went there to
open a new documents room, the main exhibit of
which is the original German surrender document
signed on Luneberg Heath on 4 May 1945,
which “Monty” had presented to the museum.
“The German Command,” reads the document,
“to carry out at once, and without argument
and comment, all further orders that will be
issued by the Allied Powers on any subject.”



On parade—40 male dancers. In charge—
Sergeant William Brown of the Seots Guards
Depot at Pirbright. During the making of the
film “Oliver!” Sergeant Brown was asked to
train the dancers to march in strict Guards style
for a key sequence of the picture, Said the ser-
geant: “I treated them like any ordinary Army
intake and they co-operated splendidly. Mind
vou,” he added, “these lads were a bit inclined
to ‘ance lhrough it all.” Later, just before the
film’s premiere, Sergeant Brown was a special
guest at a reception where he met the stars of
“Oliver!”—Harry Secombe, Ron Moody, Oliver
Reed and Shani Wallis.
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East and West. Left: Russian tanks carrying out
a tactical training exercise “somewhere in the
Soviet Union.” And above: A United States
soldier with the latest ML-14 rifle with a starlight-
scope sight enabling detection in darkness—it is
used by American and South Korean soldiers
patrolling the demilitarised Korean zone to
stop infiltration from North Korea.

Since 1948 the Far East Training Centre at
Nee Soon in Singapore has prepared more than
24,000 recruits from Singapore and Malaya for
the British Army. Now there will be no more
locally-enlisted recruits—and recently the final
passing-out parade took place. With the rundown
of the Army in the Far East the emphasis has
changed to non-commissioned officer training,
and for the next two years, until it closes down
altogether, the centre will hold six-week cadre
courses for NCOs from Far East units. Other
courses covering catering, hygiene, languages
and air transportation will also take place.

This cartoon is a humorous approach to a
serious subject—the behaviour of troops training
on private land in Scotland. It appears on the
cover of a booklet of “dos and don’ts” being
issued to soldiers there. Although, states the
publication, the Services enjoy great respect and
affection in Scotland, it is important that this
reservoir of goodwill is maintained and fostered.
Training areas should be kept to; roads and
tracks taken care of: moorland and forest fires
guarded against; and fishing, deer stalking and
boating net interfered with. The booklet adds
that soldiers should always attempt to do a
job for the owner of the land they are using,
such as repairing a track or fence—*Any
small piece of help you can give or even the
offer of it helps in cementing good relations,”

With the temperature around 100 degrees there
was no shortage of people to try the new swim-
ming pool at Bahrein Garrison when it was
opened recently by Brigadier A J Archer, Com-
mander Land Forces Gulf. The 82-foot-long pool
is the latest amenity for the garrison’s non-
commissioned officers and men. The water is
cooled by pumping it to the top of the tower on
the left and dropping it over hundreds of slatted
boards while air is blown over it. The pool, which
cost £60,000, replaces a smaller temporary one.
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Inthe Malaysian jungle professional film-makers and soldiers co-operated in

<“AMBUSH

People mingling, the babble of

voices, Director David Dimmock

is analysing a coming scene with
Rupert Nicholas as the rest of the film
unit heaves equipment into position.
Very soon a few more seconds of
“Ambush Patrol” will be in the can.

Yet this is one film not aimed at the box
office. “Ambush Patrol” is a 30-minute
Army instructional documentary on the
tactics and preparation of a jungle patrol.

It was shot by Associated British-Pathé
around Terendak, Malaysian base of 28th
Commonwealth Brigade. Rupert Nicholas
is Captain Nicholas, commanding A Com-
pany of 3rd Battalion, The Light Infantry,
and, except for two professionals, John
Stone and Paul Grist, the actors at work
here in the jungle are his men.

Grist played Lieutenant Bob Hunt,
leader of the ambush patrol; he described
the first few days’ work as the toughest in
a 12-year acting career. Stone was Major
Peter Griffiths, the company commander;

PATROL”

it was the type of role that has earned him
a respected reputation in the cinema and
on television.

The first few days were spent filming
interiors near A Company lines in tents
heated to oven pitch by film lights. Most
of the action and drama was saved for the
last two weeks at locations up to 40 miles
from Terendak.

Some of the most spectacular shots were
taken on a quiet road at Ayer Keroh, 15
miles from Malacca. They involved seven
three-ton lorries, carrying the 50 soldiers of
the platoon, plus Saladins and Ferrets
driven up from Singapore by The Life
Guards.

Any passer-by could not have failed to
be impressed by the sight of the convoy
screeching to a halt and the platoon leaping
from the lorries and disappearing into the
jungle. Only the presence of the film crew
shattered the illusion of real-life drama.

The week spent filming the actual
ambush sequence in an area 25 miles from

k

Terendak required careful planning to
make sure all details were technically
accurate. Even the enemy had to be exact
in every way.

That was when Gurkhas proved to be as
good at acting as they are at soldiering.
Twenty-four of them, armed weth authentic
communist weapons and dressed in uni-
forms specially made by the Terendak
tailor, formed the guerilla patrol finally
ambushed in the last few minutes.

Blanks were used but this did not upset
the authenticity of the scene. The jungle
echoed to the crackle of gunfire and a
series of dummy explosions simulating a
grenade necklace and a claymore mine as
Pathé’s Billy Jordan, formerly a newsreel
cameraman in the Western Desert and
later in Korea, kept his camera rolling.

In the filming there was only one real
casualty—a Gurkha who chipped a tooth
while enthusiastically flinging himself to
the ground when “wounded.”

It will be several months before those
who took part get a chance to see themselves
on the screen. And, of course, some

soldiers will not see themselves at all. Only
2700 feet of the 13,000 feet of film shot
will be used in the final approved version
of “Ambush Patrol”—so somebody will
finish on the cutting-room floor.

Camera-side econference aml‘ “dead” bandit. 1
Left: “Guerillas™ advance as the camera rolls.

Below: Whirlwind lands with dog tracker team.
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EYES DOWN FOR A THIN RED LINE

hey packed their armies into

I cardboard boxes, dismantled the

plastic battlefields and went

home. The wars were over. And pick-

ing up the pieces were contestants in

the third annual War Games Conven-
tion in London.

In private life they were anything from
van drivers to retired brigadiers but for two
days they had been armchair generals
fighting again some battle—Roman,
Napoleonic, American Civil War or modern
—in the comfortable atmosphere of a
Kensington hotel.

The troops were no more than an inch

high. Their plastic bodies were covered

with uniforms painted on with finger-
aching care and they were armed with
needle-like spears, muskets or rifles.

“Some people like to recreate things like
the Roman Wars but in competitions like
this we set up the basic conditions and let
tactics and generalship take over.” Mr
John Tunstill, organiser of the convention
speaking. “That way,” he added, “ Napo-
leon can win at Waterloo.”

The wargamers’ adroit manoeuvres
seemed a far ery from boys shooting match-
sticks from toy cannon at tin soldiers on the
carpet, but this is where, usually, it all
begins. They gather their private armies
and equip them with meticulous accuracy.
An army of 500 costs about five pounds.

But this is only half the battle. Most war-
gamers study military history deeply and
become authorities on various periods.
Each era has its devotees. Some, with little
bands of redcoats in stockades surrounded
by native hordes, re-fight the Zulu War,
while others are attempting the annihilation
of North London with nuclear weapons.

Most popular periods are Roman, Napo-
leonic, American Civil War, World War
One and World War Two, because the
information about them is detailed and
readily available in libraries, bookshops and
places like the Imperial War Museum. The
figures can be bought in model shops
which now, inevitably perhaps, include a
model soldier boutique in Islington.

Miniature warfare, as it is called, has
become widespread in the last four or five
years in Britain, the Commonwealth and
America.

Strangely, there are as yet no war
games groups in other countries with long
military histories, such as France, Spain,
Italy, Austria and Germany.

What is the attraction? Mr Tunstill
again. “A lot of people have tried to anal-
yse us. Psychiatrists have even said war
gaming is a reversion to childhood, that we
have an unresolved power complex or we
are repressed homosexuals because we
play with soldiers. It’s all absolute rubbish.
It’s just a hobby and an interest—and it’s
growing.”

Above: Table-top generals re-fight an action of World War Two and (below) a battlefront close-up.
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PURELY
PERSONAL

SCARFE’S MONTY

A gross caricature, yes—but no mistaking
whom it is supposed to represent. This is
famous cartoonist Gerald Scarfe’s impres-
sion of Field-Marshal Viscount Mont-
gomery of Alamein. And taking an amused
look at it (right) is Lord Boothby. The
60-inch high figure—which, we are told, was
in papier maché for casting in fibre glass in a
limited edition of ten—was on show at the
Grosvenor Gallery, Davies Street, London,
at the Friends and Famous People Exhibition
of sculptures and paintings ranging from
caricatures to formal likenesses.

STEAM IN THE BLOOD

Sergeant Frank Eatwell likes letting off
steam. Not so much on the parade ground
or sports field, more in the workshop. For
he recently completed a quarter-size scale
model of an 1898 Burrell traction engine.,
Sergeant Eatwell, an armourer in the Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, is
pictured above with his model at the Central
Ammunition Depot, Royal Army Ordnance
Corps, at Kineton in Warwickshire. Steam is
in his blood—his father drove a steam lorry
and grandfather pushed a steam plough.
The engine is coal-fired, weighs two and
a half hundredweight and has a top speed of
five miles an hour. It took Sergeant Eatwell
eight years to build—in Britain, Aden and
the Trucial Oman States—and is named
“Julie” after his eight-year-old daughter.
With it he hopes to raise money at shows and

fairs for a handicapped children’s chariry.

He has special reasons. His daughter Julie
is handicapped too.

PETTICOAT PARAS

It is a course normally reserved for tough
soldiers, but Corporal Pat Heelan (right)
and Lance-Corporal Mary Smith said:
“If men can do it, we can.” The petite pair
are believed to be the first non-commissioned
officers of the Women’s Royal Army Corps
to qualify as skydivers. They have com-
pleted a free-fall course at the Army Para-
chute Centre at Netheravon—three weeks’
ground training, synthetic descents, static
line and free fall jumps. Both are members of
the WRAC Battery at the School of Artillery,
Larkhill. Outdoor girl Corporal Heelan has
several other athletic interests—including
pot-holing,

A NEW SMILE

The Army has made Karen smile again.
Karen, five-year-old daughter of Warrant
Officer Brian Turnbull of the Royal Army

Ordnance Corps Supply Sub-Depot at
Dhekelia, Cyprus, was unable to eat solid
food after losing most of her milk teeth. So
dental technician Sergeant George David-
son (above) set about making her a mini
upper denture. Now not only can Karen
smile, shé can also chew bubble gum.
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RICHES INDEED

Five silver cups and a collection of shields
and medals—enough silverware to fill a
sideboard—were won by Major Mike
Riches in the Singapore Rifle Association’s
“Bisley” meeting. His trophies included the
Governor Cup, the main prize of the day.
Major Riches, who commands 14 Flight,
Army Air Corps, has competed at Bisley,
shoots for the Army and has represented
Wiltshire in inter-county events.
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FATHERS ARE “SIR”

Seeing their sons in uniform was too much
for old soldiers John Hedley and Herbert
Plaine, so they joined up again—with
Ist Cadet Battalion, Herefordshire Light
Infantry.

“The sniff of khaki around the house
again was too big a temptation, especially
when it was parade nights for my lad,”
admitted Band Warrant Officer Plaine, whose
son David is a cadet drum-major (pictured
first and second left).

“The same went for me,” agreed Sergeant
Major Hedley, so he signed on to be with his
son Paul, a cadet lance-corporal. But there
is no favouritism and both boys have to call
their fathers “sir.” Said Warrant Officer
Plaine: “We treat all the lads the same.
They’re a grand body of troops.”




Twice British soldiers have liberated Lille, France. They returned to the town recently and again the cry was

WlVeIes
fnglais

Story by John Wright / Pictures by Trevor Jones

% HEY are treating us like lost
I children who have returned to
the family.” In this way a
British Legion veteran of World War
One describes the welcome given to
British soldiers of the past and present
by Lille, the great industrial town of
North France liberated in two world
wars by les anglais.

It is an autumn day of unseasonable
warmth, a day chilled neither by the
approaching winter nor the frosty relation-
ship between Paris and London. The

Lillois wave little Union Jacks, stand stiffly
for the British National Anthem and offer
enthusiastic applause to the Britiske troops
marching through their streets. Their
affection for Tommy, who has twiced
lifted the oppressive German jackboot
from their necks, is manifest; the Entente
is at its most cordial.

The occasion is a parade to celebrate the
liberation of 50 years ago. It comes at the
end of another “invasion”—British Week
in this twin city of Leeds in Yorkshire.
It has been a week of shops packed with



pictures of the Queen, Union Jacks and
British goods; of London Transport buses
and Leeds policemen in the streets; of
drinking bitter in a prefabricated British
pub in the Place du Général de Gaulle—a
£15,000 commercial venture by the Board
of Trade in a town which is the birthplace
of the French President.

And what a week for The Royal Scots
Greys Band! It has played at football,
rugby and hockey matches, at the Opera
and at fashion shows, given concerts in the
squares and marched through the streets.
The skirl of the pipes is the sound of the
moment. “They are probably the most
popular people in the town,” says an
excited British consular official.

Waiting now in disciplined silence along-
side the Greys in the Place Rihour are 100
men of 24 Missile Regiment, Royal
Artillery. They have just marched from the
romantic moated Citadel, barracks of the
43éme Régiment d’Infanterie, where they
have been staying since arriving from Pader-
born in Germany a couple of days ago. They
came armed with compo but were disarmed
by the French Army’s magnificent food—
and the Lillois have been treating them as if
they spearheaded the liberation army all

T
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those many years ago. The square is
dominated by the grandiose extravagantly
sculpted war memorial, which is draped

with a ¢ricoleur of huge proportions. B

Thousands of citizens wait expectantly,
held in check by gesticulating gendarmes.
Here also are the soldiers of the 43éme
Régiment d’Infanterie and their Band; until
recently they were stationed in Germany,
too.

Everybody is waiting for a crowd of
VIPs—including French Minister Maurice
Schumann, British Ambassador Christo-
pher Soames and General Fayard, Com-
mandant of the 2éme Région Militaire—on
its way to the parade down the Rue
Nationale after ceremonies at Marshal
Foch’s statue and the Cimeriére de Sud.

Now they are coming and with them are
the standard-bearing ancients who were
the French poilus and British Tommies
of Flanders and the Somme. Most of the
British Legion veterans come from Arras
or Paris—men who have made their homes
in the country they gave so much to and
spend their working hours tending the
graves of their comrades.

The ceremony follows the well-tried
pattern of such occasions although the

of the Gendarmerie purr past.
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Above left: The motorcycles Above right: Curious Lillois

Above: Medals,|flags and grey
beards—veterang, of the wars.

who have not known oppression.

A patrol of The Lancashire Regiment are said to be the first British troops to enter Lille in 1918. But they did not
stay long. Avoiding the enthusiastic crowds they swung round the town in pursuit of the Germans.

As a matter of courtesy the first unit to enter. the centre of Lille was a French regiment that had been fighting
alongside the British. The people of the town knew.about their liberation before any troops arrived on the scene. On
17 October friendly pilots flew low overhead and one of'the ’planes, flying the tricoleur, landed by the public gardens.
The pilot was the f\gayor’s son and after announcing the news of the German retreat he flew away in order not to
give the Germans provocation to shell the town.

Lille was undamaged except for the effects of enemy bombardment in 1914. The suburbs were looted but French
threats of reprisals and the vigour of the British advance had prevented the Germans from laying waste to the city
as planned. However the town had suffered badly during the occupation with thousands of its citizens taken away as
hostages or slave workers, :

Eight days after the British Army passed round Lille in pursuit of the Germans the first train of supplies for the
civil population ran into the city and British railway gonstruction troops began the job of Tepairing the railway
system in the area. : ' 1

Left: The immaculate phalanx of 24 Missile Regt.

Right: Lille 1918. Formal entry of British Army.

bagpipes of The Royal Scots Greys add a
special poignancy. The wreaths of poppies
and of carnations are laid respectfully at
the foot of the towering memorial, the
prums of the 43éme Reégiment d’Infanterie
render the Sonnerie aux Morts and Lille
is silent for a minute. Then a lone piper
plays a lament.

Now the mood changes. The national
anthems of those World War One allies:
Britain, France, Belgium and the United
States echo around the Place Rihour. Then
the troops leave the square to return a few
minutes later in a march past.

Playing the British Grenadiers, The
Royal Scots Greys Band comes first and
attracts warm applause from the French
crowd. Following is 24 Missile Regiment,
smart in Number Two dress.

The French infantry, clad in combat kit
and each squad led by a line of men with
sub-machine guns, passes now and after
them are the motor-cyclists of the Gendar-
merie dressed in blue and scarlet and riding
in immaculate formation. Hard on their
heels are the armoured cars of 7éme
Reégiment de Chasseurs.

And that is that in the Place Rihour. The
VIPs leave in their black Rolls-Royces and

Citroéns for a service at the Eglise Saint-
Maurice and the Lillois go home for Sun-
day lunch or call into one of the numerous
cafés. Their talk is of 1918 and 1944, of
British Tommies and French poilus, and
then, like good Frenchmen, they concen-
trate on the serious business of eating.

There have been other reminders of
stirring times in the week before. In the
Place Birdwood the Mayor of Lille un-
veiled a plaque commemorating General
Birdwood, leader of the British Fifth Army
which liberated the town, and spoke of
the sacrifices of British troops for the
French people. At the ceremony was Lord
Birdwood, the General’s grandson, who
was given the plaque drape.

And also at the ceremony was a man
called Mr Ernest Swan. He entered Lille
the day after the Germans left in 1918 and
has been there ever since. A sergeant in the
Military Police, he entered the liberated
town to find billets for the approaching
British troops. He was seized by a joyful
crowd and carried shoulder high. Eventu-
ally he married a French girl and settled
in Lille.

Yes, it has been a memorable week in
Lille: 3
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Beat the taxman
and move abroad.

With the help of Ford you can avoid

‘paying purchase tax on your new car and move

abroad feeling completely free to enjoy it.

What’s more, you can drive your Ford
in Britain for 6 months before you leave. Free
of purchase tax.

Sharp practice?

Not at all. Just one of the many tax free
privileges you are entitled to if you are being
posted overseas.

Servicemen between overseas postings can
qualify for up to 12 months tax free driving in
this country.

Glad you signed on ?

If you’re leaving immediately, Ford will
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arrange to ship your car for you direct.

So, feel free to move.
Tax free.

Contact your local Ford Dealer or fill in this coupon
and mail to The Showroom Manager,
Ford Motor Company Ltd, 88 Regent Street, L.ondon Wi.

Dear Sir,
I reckon I am eligible for your legal tax dodge.
Tell me more about the Ford Personal Export/Visit
Europe Scheme for

Escort Cortina Corsair Zephyr/Zodiac

Name m iy iy :

Address ) 1l

SR R

If you are already stationed outside the UK, ask about thc Ford
Visit Europe Scheme. Another legal way of cheanng the UK Taxman.




MEXIGO
MEDALLISTS

TAFF-SERGEANT Ben Jones,
SRoyal Horse Artillery, rode to

victory in the Valley of the Brave.
The Valley, 80 miles from Mexico City,
was the scene of the three-day equest-
rian event in the Olympic Games.

Immaculate in dress uniform, Staff
Jones rode a flawless round in the final
show-jumping section to clinch the team
gold medal. Two of his three team-mates
had earlier collected 25 penalty marks
between them, so everything rested on him.

After he had completed the 12 jumps
faultlessly, the British contingent broke
the silence of the Mexican afternoon siesta
with cheers and cries of “Jolly good show!
Well done, old boy.”

Staff Jones said afterwards: “The
Poacher did not give me a moment’s
worry. He tried to take the bit and make
his own pace, but I soothed him down and
told him to take it easy. He must have
known what I was saying because he
relaxed and I had a wonderful ride.”

The gruelling course—two horses were
killed on it in one event—was compared to
the Burma Road by a newspaper corres-
pondent. When Staff Jones set out on the
steeplechase, the track was under water and
the fences invisible in the mist,

The Poacher, who is partial to ale and
stout, began to get “hooked” on the oxygen
he was given after strenuous work-outs at
the high altitude. Said the staff-sergeant
with a smile: “I don’t mind having a
boozer with me but when I get a hippie
thrown in, then it is too much.”

The gold medal was won threé days
after his 36th birthday. He has been in the

£ ]

Maj Monty Mortimer, RCT Sgt Jeremy Robert Fox,
manager of the British of REME, who came ninth
modern pentathlon team. in the modern pentathlon,

;

$/Sgt  Instruetor Reonald Gnr John McGonigle gave
Bright, APTC, coach for a spirited performance in
modern pentathlon team. flyweight but outpointed.

Above: Success smile. 5/Sgt
Jones with his gold medal.
Below : The Duke of Edinburgh
congratulates the triumph-
ant British equestrian quartet.

Left: Almost a naval salute for
the National Anthem. Cdfitain A
Jardine with yachting bronze.

RCT, who was thirty-first
in the modern pentathlon. but

Lieut Rodney Craig, RCT.
His team eliminated in the ’
fencing (sabre) quarter-final. in discus.

H-,r’r

L/Cpl Barry Lillywhite, Capt Michael Howe, Para,
rcservt:i_{fjor the pentathlon
1

Sgt-Instructor W Tancred,
APTC, was below his best

Army since 1952 and has just over five
years more to serve. He is married with
twin children and stationed at the Royal
Army Veterinary Corps Depot at Melton
Mowbray. His equestrian career began in
1960 and took in the Badminton horse
trials, Irish and French internationals,
European championships in Moscow and
the Tokyo Olympics.

The Army-won another medal, a bronze,
for yachting. Captain Adrian Jardine, T &
AVR helicopter pilot, was a member of the
three-man crew of Yeoman XVI which
came third in the 5.5-metre class.

They beat a German yacht by only two
feet in a hard fought race. Captain Jardine
explained the tactics: “We decided when
we rounded the last mark in seventh posi-
tion that it was time to do something
different. We broke away to starboard out
to sea. We moved across and went by all
their sterns, and it looked quite good.
Amazingly, no one tacked to cover us even
when we were laying to the finishing line.
It was tremendous and it paid off.”

His twin brother, Major Stuart Jardine,
of the Royal Engineers, was tenth in the
Star class.
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YOUR

REGIMENT 71

YOUNG commander—33-year-

old Major-General Arthur Wel-

lesley—surveyed Assaye and
realised he had got himself into “a
confounded scrape.” But the bravery
of two Highland regiments, the 74th
(later 2nd Highland Light Infantry)
and 78th Highlanders (2nd Seaforth
Highlanders) turned disaster to
triumph. This was the first major
victory for the man who was to
become the Duke of Wellington.

It was September 1803—a dozen years®

before Waterloo—when Wellesley, who
was seeking out a small detachment of
Mabhratta infantry, came face to face with
the entire Mahratta army of 60,000 men
which outnumbered him by ten to one.

The enemy, well-disciplined and offi-
cered by Europeans, occupied a comman-
ding position on a slope overlooking the
River Kaitna. Wellesley’s force, largely of
unreliable Indians, had been marching
since before dawn in the hot sun.

Retreat would mean rout. The enemy
artillery opened up with ball and canister.
Some British guns stuck in the ford
while the remainder were shot up as bullock
teams trundled them into position.

The heroic Highlanders of the 74th
advanced grimly and silently except for
the skirl of solitary bagpipes. They were
forced to pick their way through thick
cactus, flanked by panic-stricken native
troops, on into the teeth of the enemy
cannon and muskets. Suddenly the firing
stopped-and whooping Mahratta horsemen
charged at full gallop waving their long
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BAGPIPES
& BRAVERY
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curved swords. The Highlanders did not
yield but closed in upon their Colours
thrusting bayonets into man and horse.

Every officer was killed or badly wounded
and only 100 soldiers were left. The
quartermaster, James Grant, who had been
coming up behind with the supplies,
rushed forward holding his sword followed
by men of the baggage guard, clerks,
orderlies and sick. If this was to be their
Regiment’s last stand, they would die too.

The British Light Cavalry, which had
been waiting restlessly for orders, was
launched into the artack and cut the
Mahrattas from their saddles. With them
came Captain Boswell Campbell of the
74th (he had been down-graded to non-
combatant after losing an arm in a previous
campaign and breaking the other while
pig-sticking). He rode into action with the
reins in his teeth wielding his sword with

Above: With the skirl of bagpipes and swaying
kilts, the 74th Highlanders advance at Assaye.
Their commander Wellesley (later the Duke of
Wellington) called them “My fighting Regiment.”
Above, right: Scots Fusiliers near Mons in 1914.

Below: Bugle and Assaye elephant on the badge
of Highland Light Infantry; lion and unicorn
of Royal Scots Fusiliers; and badge of Royal
Highland Fusiliers (Band and Pipes and Drums

-f 5'.:
his injured arm. The charge of the 19th
Light Dragoons carried them through the
Mahratta Horse into the infantry. The
enemy front broke and the survivors fled.

Meanwhile, Wellesley + had been per-
sonally leading an attack against the guns.
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The 78th Highlanders, sppported by
staunch Madrassis, drove the enemy into
the river before their bared bayonets.

It was a pyrrhic victory—413 bodies of
the 74th lay strewn across the half-mile of
the advance. Yet when Wellesley gave the
order to pursue the routed enemy, Quarter-
master Grant formed line and advanced the
Colours. At sunset he led the remainder of
the 74th out of the action.

The 74th and 78th Highlanders and
19th Light Dragoons were honoured by the
award of an Assaye Colour. This third
colour is still trooped each year by The
Royal Highland Fusiliers. It is carried on to
the parade ground by the quartermaster,
then passed by the regimental sergeant-
major to a subaltern for trooping.

The history of The Royal Highland
Fusiliers began in 1678. Charles Erskine,
Earl of Mar, raised a regiment (later the
21st of Foot) to keep peace among the war-
ring clans in the North of Scotland and
fanatical covenanters in the south. The
Regiment was nicknamed “Mar’s Grey
Breeks” because of their grey trews.

At Dettingen—the last time the British
Army was led in the field by a monarch—
the “grey breeks” were charged by the
crack French cavalry, “The Grey Musket-
eers.” The 21st’s square was breached but
it closed like an oyster, the soldiers turned




inwards and the 200-strong enemy were all
unhorsed or slain apart from half a dozen
survivors. The King decided to make merry
at the expense of Sir Andrew Agnew,
commanding the 21st. “Sorry to see the
French horse get among your men,” he
said blandly. “Aye,” retorted the Laird,
“but they didna get oot again!”

It was in 1771 that the 73rd Highlanders
(later renumbered 71st) were raised. The
74th came in 1787. They were amalgamated
a century later to form The Highland Light
Infantry. The two Highland regiments
attained the heights of glory in the Penin-
sular campaign. At Badajos the 74th scaled
the ramparts after their ladders had been
flung back into the river again and again.
Piper John MacLaughlan of the 74th stop-
ped to repair his bagpipes which had been
pierced by a bullet, then carried on playing
atop the ramparts as the garrison was
chased out through the gate. At Vittoria
the 71st climbed and held the Puebla
Heights while the 74th advanced in line,
dressing on the Colours which became a
target for every French gun. A near miss
showered the Colour party with earth and
stones but it struck down that same Piper
MacLaughlan. The indomitable piper called
to the colour-sergeant to prop him up and
hand him his pipes, which he played until
he died.

Comedy and tragedy had a part in the
history of The Royal Highland Fusiliers.
The 21st was part of a force which defeated
the Americans at Bladensburgh and entered
Washington, where some ate the presiden-
tial banquet which was to celebrate their

defeat. In 1852 HMS Birkenhead was
carrying reinforcements for the Kaffir War
when she hit an uncharted rock and began
to sink. The women and children were
bundled into the lifeboats. The ship’s
captain urged the soldiers to follow but
Lieutenant-Colonel Seton of the 74th, who
was officer commanding troops, told them:
“Stand fast, men, or you will swamp the
boats.” They stood silently in neat ranks
as the ship went down. All the women and
children were saved but only 193 of the
631 officers and men of the 74th survived.
'They died by drowning, from the sharks
and in the tangle of seaweed—all within
sight of the Cape of Good Hope.

The 21st (later The Royal Scots Fusi-
liers) made a heroic stand in the Crimean
War at a strong point on the Inkerman
Heights known as “The Barrier.” This
position held firm against the full weight
of the Russian attacks and was afterwards
the rallying point for other units which had
been cut off during fierce hand to hand
fighting in the thick fog.

The Royal Scots Fusiliers and The
Highland Light Infantry lost nearly 17,000
officers and men killed in the bloodbath
of World War One. They were in the
British Expeditionary Force which held
back the German Army, secured the
Channel ports and gave the British time to
arm. It was at Mons that they first showed
their mettle (when every man was capable
of “15 well-aimed rounds a minute with
his Lee Enfield rifle’”) and Mons which was
reached by the 4th Royal Scots Fusiliers
on Armistice Day. Between them the two
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Already he has that bulldog look. Winston Chur-
chill, who led Britain through World War Two,
commanded 6th Battalion, The Royal Scots
Fusiliers, in 1915, angot off on the wrong foot
on his first day as an infantry commanding officer.
He ordered the Battalion to fix bayonets while
they were at the slope and later, reverting to
his cavalry training, gave the command, ““Three’s
right—Trot!"" But the Scots soon warmed to this
dour Englishman. He ordered dry socks for
sentries who had been standing in the rain and
joined in a concert in a barn, giving a rather raucous
rendering of “My Old Tarpaulin Jacket.” His
section of the front at Ploegstruet (“‘Plug Street”
to the Tommies) became one of the most aggres-
sive. While in command, Lieutenant-Colonel
Churchill personally made 36 forays across no
man’s land. Mr John McGuire, a corporal at the
time, wrote in the regimental magazine: ‘““We
crawled on our stomachs across muddy ground
punched with shell holes. Near the German lines
we settled in a hole and listened to the Germans
talking. While we were out our side never fired but
the rmans, worried by the silence, sent up
Verey lights and followed up with heavy machine-
gun strafing. I often thought we’d had it but
Churchill showed no fear.” On amalgamation of
the 6th and 7th Battalions (owing to heavy
casualties) Churchill was the junior of the two
commanding officers. He followed Haig’s instruc-
tions and returned to the House of Commons to
secure the one thing most needed—conscription.
Sir Winston was later to remark: ‘‘Although an
Englishman it was in Scotland I found the three
best things in my life—my wife, my constituency
and my Regiment.”

regiments won over 100 battle honours.

The landings in Sicily and Italy (in
company with 2nd Highland Light In-
fantry), Arakan and Burma, were the main
campaigns of The Royal Scots Fusiliers in
World War Two. The 1st Highland Light
Infantry, which suffered heavy casualties as
part of the British Expeditionary Force,
hammered the Germans back from Nor-
mandy in 1944. The 2nd Highland Light
Infantry was with the 5th (Indian) Division
at Keren in 1940 which defeated an Italian
army of 250,000—odds of ten to one.

Postwar the 1st Highland Light Infantry
suffered nearly 100 casualties trying to keep
the peace between the Arabs gnd Jews in
Palestine. They were to have a similar job
in Cyprus ten years later in 1956, but this
time only three soldiers were killed. :

The history of The Royal Scots Fusiliers
came to an appropriate end on 18 October
1958 when the final passing-out parade
of recruits was commanded by Second-
Lieutenant F Q E Agnew, a descendent of
the commanding officer of the 21st at the
Battle of Dettingen.

January the following year saw the birth
of The Royal Highland Fusiliers (Princess
Margaret’s Own Glasgow and Ayrshire
Regiment) by amalgamation of The Royal
Scots Fusiliers and The Highland Light
Infantry. The new regiment gained the
Freedom of Iserlohn, West Germany, in
1966 and served with the United Nations
force in Cyprus for six months. A contin-
gent of 1st Battalion is returning home to
Fort George, Inverness-shire this month
after a tour in Gibraltar.
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National
Savings

The surest way to make your
money grow is in National Savings.

It's the safest way too - with
aregular interest rate that will give
you a steady return.

Or, if you like a gamble, but don’t
like to lose - have a crack at the
£25,000 prize with Premium Bonds.

National Savings Securities.

The Post Office Savings Bank and
Trustee Savings Banks:

National Savings Certificates:
British Savings Bonds:
Premium Savings Bonds.

Ask your Unit Savings Officer
about National Savings.

Or write to: The Secretary,
H.M. Forces Savings Committee,
Block B, Government Buildings,
London Road,

Stanmore, Middlesex.
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The General
and the sentry
* ¥ %

X *

*

*

b w

Marshal Alexander Suvorov was one
of the greatest generals in Czarist Russia,
long before the Revolution, and he was
also a great humorist. He loved to play
tricks on his soldiers and ask them tricky
questions.

One of his favourite pranks was to
wake up the whole camp at daybreak
by crowing like a rooster. Sometimes he
would disguise himself as a private soldier
and wander through the camp, listening
very often tosome harsh criticism of himself.

Several times however the prank-loving
general met his match. Once, when a
trooper brought him a message from the
colonel of a dragoon regiment which had
just been in action, Suvorov asked the
messenger ‘“What is the difference between
your colonel and myself ?”

This was an awkward question for the
man to answer as his commanding officer,
Colonel Soltikov, was one of the most
handsome men in the Russian Army,
while the marshal was very ugly. The
trooper thought for a while then coolly
replied “The difference is that my colonel
cannot make me a sergeant, whereas your
excellency can do so whenever you like.”

Caught in his own trap Suvorov laughed
and made the witty soldier a sergeant on
the spot.

Another time the general was prowling
around the outposts at night waiting for a
chance to play one of his tricks. According
to custom he was lightly clad although
it was a bitterly cold night. The old warrior
was said to be able to endure the cold more
than any man in his army. He was very
proud of this reputation and never lost a
chance of demonstrating the fact.

Coming upon a sentry, he called out to
him “Hello, brother, how many stars are
there in the sky ?”

The sentry recognised the general’s
voice at once but, pretending not to know
it was Suvorov, he replied, “Just wait a bit
and I’ll count them for you,” and began
counting in a loud voice, “One, two, three,
four.”

This was a good joke to the sentry
wrapped up in his thick greatcoat, but it
wasn’t the general’s idea of fun. Thinly
clad as he was, he found it much colder
than he liked and when the soldier had
reached a hundred, and was still counting
gaily away as if he intended going on for
ever, Suvorov decided he had had enough.
He stopped the sentry short, took his name
and made off as fast as his half-frozen body
could go.

The next morning the shrewd sentry
was promoted to corporal for having been
“too smart for the general.”

John Symons

Add that extra
sparkle to your leave
travel via A'H'L
—it costs so little!

]

OVERNIGHT
SAILINGS
WEEKLY
BETWEEN
ROTTERDAM
AND HULL

Going home or returning from leave, you'll find
this popular ASSOCIATED HUMBER LINES
service both convenient and comfortable for
yourself and your family. Economical too—fares
until 23rd June 1969 are from £7.0.0 (single) or
£13.10.0 (return) including dinner, berth and
breakfast, with a concessional discount 0f15% to
H.M. Forces and dependants travelling on
sailings marked * (note: up to 31st March next,
this concession applies to a/l sailings). Cars ac-
cepted subject to prior reservation,

SAILINGS
ROTTERDAM HULL
PRINSES BEATRIXHAVEN "AT JETTY ALEXANDRA DOCK
Mon. *Tues. *Wed. *Mon *Tues. =*Wed.
*Thurs. Sat. Thurs.  Fri.

Enquiries and Bookings from your
local Travel Agent or
ROTTERDAM AGENTS:

N. V. AGENTSCHAP HUMBERDIENSTEN,
hibert Plesmanweg 135, Rotterdam-22, P.0. Box: 5226
Telephone: 29 0144 Telex: 22634

HULL AGENTS:
ELLERMAN'S WILSON LINE LIMITED,
10 Chapel Streel, Telephone 25575
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“MAGIG EYE”
ON WHEELS

OON British vehicles will be
S sprouting a strange angular struc-

ture at their front ends—a struc-
ture which can pinpoint their position
with uncanny accuracy.

This “magic eye” is the Sperry (Chob-
ham) Mark I1 Navigator, developed by the
Fighting Vehicles Research and Develop-
ment Establishment, at Chobham, and
Sperry’s, the instrument makers. Earlier
this year the Ministry of Defence (Army)
placed an order worth half-a-million pounds

for the equipment. The order followed
several years of intensive Army field trials
as well as tests by Sperry all over the
world.

The navigator provides continuous posi-
tion fixing in the form of a running six
or eight figure map reference appearing
on a main unit which can be fitted any-
where convenient, such as the glove
compartment of a Land-Rover.

Accuracy is better than one per cent
of distance travelled—only a few yards in a
tactical situation. The principle is simple.
Position is plotted from speed—derived
from the vehicle transmission—heading,
provided by a magnetic compass system.
A computer completes the picture.

The system, which relieves a vehicle
commander of the task of constant map-
reading, is likely to be seen first on Land-
Rovers, Stalwarts, armoured personnel
carriers and Ferret scout cars.

The Chobham is unaffected by normal
storage of rifles, radios and other equip-
ment. In vehicles with a large moving
metallic mass, such as a tank’s big gun,
a vehicle gyro compass can be used to
supply heading information.

Eighty of the navigators have been
bought by the Royal Swedish Army and
the instrument is under evaluation in
NATO and other countries, from which
Sperry’s confidently expect export orders.

It has been used by university expeditions
in such areas as the Sahara and Afghanistan,
by Kenya to map its road system, by a
civil engineering firm for geological surveys
in South Arabia—and has even been
fitted to a hovercraft employed on a
survey along Canada’s Mackenzie River.

Picture shows the navigator fitted to a Stalwart.
PAGE 3|




Your forces
bookshop
has Christmas
Inthe bag

Call in and see the full Christmas selection of books,
paperbacks and magazines: children’s picture books
and annuals; toys, games and gifts; Christmas cards
and calendars.

There are hundreds of gift ideas for all your family and
friends.

g‘tORGES BOOKSHOPS

BAOR
Berlin (YMCA)
Bielefeld (YMCA)
Bunde (YWCA)
Celle
(Church of Scotland)
Cologne (YWCA)
Detmold (Salvation Army)

Menden (Church Army)
Minden (Salvation Army)
Moenchen Gladbach
(YWCA)
Munster (Toc H)
Osnabruck (Church Army)
Paderborn (Toc H)
Sennelager (Church Army)

Episkopi (YMCA)
Famagusta (MMG)
Nicosia (YMCA)

NORTH AFRICA
Tobruk (Salvation Army)

PERSIAN GULF

Dortmund (YMCA) Verden (Toc H) Bahrain
Dusseldorf (YMCA) Wolfenbuttel (MMG Services Club)
E'allmgl;bnséel (YWCA) (Church of Scotland) Sharjah

amelin (Church Arm i
Hanuove: r y) GIBRALTAR (MMG Services Club)

(Salvation Army) Wesley House (MCFC) FAR EAST
Herford (YMCA and YWCA

rd ( an CYPRUS Hong Kong

HQs)
Hohne (YMCA)
Iserlohn (YMCA)
Krefeld (YMCA)
Lippstadt (Church Army)

Services Central Book Depot (W. H. Smith & Son)

(European YMCA)
Singapore (Commonwealth
Services Club)
Malacca
(Church of Scotland)

Akrotiri (YWCA)
Berengaria (YWCA)
Dhekelia

(Church of England Club)

“A History of Warfare” (Field-
Marshal Viscount Montgomery)

The mind of a man comes through
in his writings and this masterpiece,
recording 9000 years of warfare and
looking beyond, is clearly Montgom-
ery of Alamein, a great captain in
the widest sense.

Believing in his destiny even as he
moulded it, he projected his person-
ality to his troops in World War
Two—an image of success and
inflexible resolve. In earlier years he
had studied the generals of history
rather than the dispositions of their
troops in battle, trying to understand
their minds. Having downgraded
Julius Caesar, “the most disap-
pointing of great conquerors,” noted
Napoleon as “too ambitious” and
Haig as “unimaginative,” it must
have been easy for him to look upon
his own adversaries as normal-sized
mortals and never as geniuses. Yet he
never underestimated them.

His first two chapters, “The
Nature of War” and ““Generalship,”
reveal his own thoughts, character
and driving personality., His own
“rules of life”” show through and
from them it must be deduced that
he would have been highly successful
in any profession. His thoroughness,
staff training, generalship, military
knowledge and forceful self-driving
power made this mammoth investi-
gation into the history of warfare a
modern miracle of production.

Others have toiled for years
through research and study. Monty
employed and co-ordinated a small
team of experts, incorporated his
own thoughts and appreciations and
the final result was ready in months,
He leads the reader clearly and easily,
with copious illustrations, through
ancient and medieval warfare to the
great days of Spain, the Ottoman
Turks, Marlborough, Nelson, Napo-
leon and Wellington. Then to the
Mongols, Chinese, Japanese, India
and the wars of modern times.

He records that the Romans, with
no aristocratic officer class, appointed
as centurions experienced soldiers
of the same social background as the
privates. These leaders were “tried
professionals” who knew the feel-
ings, frustrations and failings of
their men; “they understood war and
they treated it as a job which had to
be done.” He adds: “It was largely
because she could always produce
first class NCOs and privates that
Rome proved so successful in her
campaigns.”

Monty gives Wolfe full credit
for fighting “one of the great battles
of the world” on the Heights of
Abraham at Quebec. The crucial
phase lasted ““only some |5 minutes”’
but it “changed the allegiance of
Canada from France to England.”
Of Wellington: “the great principle
of his life was ‘duty’ .. .”” “sure and
steady . . .”” “above all a master of
defence.” But, of Waterloo: “It is
a nice point as to who made the
worse errors—Wellington or Napo-
leon.” Nevertheless, “I have always
considered Wellington to be 'the
best soldier Britain has produced for

PAGE 32 '

ki kil

many a long day.”

MASTERPIECE OF
A GREAT CAPTAIN

In the chapter “Learning the Hard
Way,” he quotes Maeterlinck: “The
past is of use to me as the eve of
tomorrow ; my soul wrestles with the
future,” and emphasises again that
nations must learn from the past
if they are to plan the future wisely.
Neglect to do so, he says, means the
path to success has to be trodden
the hard way—and “the cost is then
paid in men’s lives.”

His thoughts are often with the
men and he gives full credit to
juniors: “The good general of today
will (win battles) with the least pos-
sible loss of life;” and “In the end a
battle is won by the fighting spirit of

junior officers and men—whatever
the quality of the higher com-
manders.” In the “Epilogue—The
Ideal of Peace,” he concludes, “The
true soldier is the enemy of the
beast in man.”

Looking to the future he believes
the West must plan with a maritime
strategy and confine an enemy to a
land strategy.

This volume is excellent value,
not least in its presentation. There
are nearly 600 pages, 35 maps, 32
fine colour plates and 224 other
illustrations including battle plans
and weapons. Here history, often a
dry subject, is exciting and pala-
table. It is neither gloomy nor fearful
but records the sequence of events
and the qualities of men that have
brought us to today and, if studied
intelligently, should lead us on to
what Monty foresees as ““a glorious
sunrise when Reveille will waken the
nations of the world to an era of
goodwill and peace.”

Collins, 84s GRH

DEFENCE TO ATTACK

“Amiens: 1918” (Gregory Blaxland)

Perhaps the most significant fea-
ture of events of 1918 on the British
part of the Western Front is the
superb and astonishing way in
which the soldiers responded after
nearly four years of trench warfare.
It was a rcsdponse perhaps no other
army could have made. When
Ludendorff launched his great offen-
sive the British, Australian, Cana-
dian and New Zealand divisions bent
but did not break, then went over
to the \victorious attack.

One reason for their high morale,
says the author, was the quality of
their leadership. Most brigade and
battalion commanders owed their
positions to prowess in battle. Many
battalion commanders were under
30—and 35 was the age limit. With
this inspiring leadership went the
high concept of a soldier’s duties,
inherited from the Victorians, the
proud example of the Regular Army
of 1914, and finally the British
soldier’s sense of humour.

General Sir Henry Rawlinson
emerges as the star on the British
side. He and his Fourth Army staff
took over the crucial front from the
unjustly discredited Fifth Army of
Sir Hubert Gough (who was to wait
until 1936 for vindication) at a
time of crisis, just before Haig’s
famoiuis “Backs to the wall” order.

Major Blaxland writes admiringly
of Haig, not least because he was
the one senior commander to see
that the war could be won in 1918
rather than a year later.

The villain of the piece is Lloyd
George, who attacked Haig crypti-
cally but scathingly in the House of
Commons and made a dishonest
statement that the Army in France
was stronger at the beginning of
1918 than a vear earlier.

Major Blaxland thinks Lloyd
George may unconsciously have been
contributing to winning the war by
slandering the British Expeditionary
Force in the House. It was better
for the morale of the soldiers that
they should be able to lay the blame
for the retreats they had endured on
the machinations of politicians rather
than on their generals,

Thg author rightly devotes more
space to the magnificent fighting of
the divisions than to the internecine
warfare of the high command, and
his battle descriptions are fast-
moving and compelling reading.

Frederick Muller, 455 RLE

FLEXIBLE APPROACH
NEEDED

“Infantry in Vietnam’ (Editor, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Albert N Garland,
USA)

“Jungle warfare demands a com-
plete reorientation from conventional
thought and tactics. Don’t throw
away the book, but a flexible
approach to tactics and operations
must be developed. As I see i,
a new book is being written by the
units fighting in Vietnam.”

INFINTRY
INVIETHAM

PUBLISHED BY INFANTRY MAGAZINE

This is that book, and the quota-
tion comes from one of its contribu-
tors, a former battalion commander
in Vietnam. It is something new
in training manuals. A selection was
made from combat experiences and,
after the training experts had had a
go at them, the staff of the magazine
Infantry added professional read-
ability and illustrations.

Each chapter makes its point
vividly with the aid of a dramatic
incident in the fighting, supported by
sketches and photographs. Subjects
covered include the enemy, intell-
igence, patrolling, ambushes, attack,
defence, fire support, combat sup-
port, special operations, pacification
and leadership.

A subject which British readers,
with memories of the Malayan
emergency and other guerilla cam-
paigns, will consider gets scant
treatment is “hearts and minds.”
A chapter headed “Friendship pays
off”” demonstrates the need for
strong and willing popular support,
but there are no hints on how to
obtain it.

One of the most impressive
chapters, perhaps because the sub-
ject is one of the least familiar to
British readers, deals with the
discovery of a Viet Cong tunnel
complex. In searching this particular
one a sergeant took with him a
telephone wire so that he could
communicate with the surface. More
than a mile and a half of wire had
been paid out before he reported
that his party had engaged an
unknown number of men.

Infantry Magazine, Box 2005, US
Army Infantry School, Fort Benning,
Georgia 31905, USA, $2.95 plus
$0.30 postage and packing RLE

TO SURRENDER OR NOT

“Yapan’s Longest Day” (compiled by
the Pacific War Research Society)

During the 24 hours up to noon
on 15 August 1945 the Japanese
people lived their longest day. They
heard their Emperor’s voice, most
for the first time, and learned through
him that their country had been
defeated in war for the first time.

The decision set off a chain
reaction in Tokyo. Men brought up
to. believe in the divinity of their
Emperor and their country’s mission,
in the sanctity of Japanese soil, in
the invincibility of their race, could
not believe defeat had come.

This pro-war faction began a

frenzied round of activity aimed at
keeping Japan at war. Suspense
mounted and the outcome was in
doubt up to the final moments before
the Emperor broadcast to his mill-
ions of subjects.

It was an historic day by any
standards and the 14 members of the
Pacific War Research Society cer-
tainly do justice to it. They set the
scene with a lengthy chapter detail-
ing the events leading up to Japan’s
defeat—the Potsdam Declaration
gave her the choice of surrender or
“prompt and utter destruction.”

The civilians in Premier Suzuki’s
Cabinet were inclined to accept the
Allies’ invitation to “follow the
path of reason” but the Service
representatives, particularly the War
Minister, General Anami, were not
so easily convinced.

The Cabinet, unable to agree on
whether or not to surrender, took
the almost unprecedented step of
inviting the Emperor to make the
decision. He favoured the Potsdam
terms, explained his reasons fully
and ended: “I desire the Cabinet to
prepare as soon as possible an
Imperial Rescript announcing the
termination of the war.”

General Anami heard this from
the Emperor’s own lips and had
no choice but to obey yet still he
tried to allow the Imperial Army to
end its life with some semblance of
honour. He later committed suicide
to atone for his “supreme crime,”
the defeat of the army entrusted to
his care. Despite this the fanatics
still brought their country to the
brink of civil war.

The Pacific War Research Society
spent eight years compiling this
document. Unlike many histories
this one has the great merit of
understanding and of being able to
communicate many facets of Japa-
nese life and death which the West
regards differently.

Souvenir Press, 37s 6d JCWwW

LIMITLESS OBJECTIVES

“Revolutionary Warfare and Com-
munist Strategy” (Geoffrey Fair-
bairn)

“If people start believing that
non-communist Asia will be lost
eventually to communist Asia, then
everybody will make this adjustment
accordingly.”

Not the words of an American
State Department man trying to
justify his country’s role in South
Vietnam, but those of one of Asia’s
most prominent left wing leaders,
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew of
Singapore. In his view a communist
victory in Vietnam would ““telescope
the time left to the rest of us.”

This, briefly, is the theme of Mr
Fairbairn’s comprehensive analysis
of the progress of the communist
advance in south-east Asia,

Mr Fairbairn, lecturer in history
at the Australian National Univer-~
sity, places the whole Red threat
to the East against its historical and
cultural background. Vietnam, of
course, is the hub of south-east
Asia’s wheel: of fortune. Mr Fair-
bairn points out, rightly, that there
is every reason to believe Mr
Richard Nixon’s contention that
“from Japan to India, Asian leaders
know why we (the Americans) are in
Vietnam and, privately if not public-
ly, they urge us to see it through
to a satisfactory conclusion.”

The plain truth is that unless the
Americans have the staying power
to gain their satisfactory conclusion,
no non-communist Asian country
can look forward to a free future,
Asian leaders know this only too
well. Tunku Abdul Rahman has
said that once the communists take
over South Vietnam it would be
only a matter of time before Malay-
sia went under. The Filipino presi-
dent has forecast that a Red victory
in South Vietnam would signal the
reactivation of communist insurgency
all over south-east Asia. Japan feels
the same. So do the leaders of Laos,
Cambodia and Korea.

The objectives of communism are
limitless, something which the free
world seems determined to learn
the hard way. Until it can learn to
marshal its forces with the same
totality as the communists the free
world seems fated to a rough road.

Mr Fairbairn’s extremely worth-
while book gives the general reader
a firm grasp of the problems and
makes a notable contribution to
understanding of a situation which
is fraught with danger.

Faber, 45s JCW

IN BRIEF

“Modern Pistol Shooting”
Freeman)

Like many others of the less
popular sports, pistol shooting as
set out by an expert has facets un-
suspected by the uninitiated.

As a strengthening exercise, for
example, pistol-shooters are recom-
mended to hold a water-filled milk
bottle or a smoothing iron at arm’s
length. The United States Army
marksmanship training unit has a
whole series of ‘““dynamic tension
physical exercises™ which the author
reproduces complete with sketches.

There is an ideal moment of fire,
between six and ten seconds after
taking aim, when breathing, trigger
control, ability to hold and concen-
tration are just right. Smoking be-
fore firing is detrimental because
of its effect on breathing and pulse.
Stop smoking altogether and use the
money to buy more ammunition or
better equipment, says the author,

This very comprehensive guide
starts with joining a club and works
up to international competitions.
Major Freeman was British cham-
pion in 1954 and has shot for his
country 11 times.

Faber, 30s

Bellona Handbooks

Part 1 of Bellona Handbook No 1,
“A Summary of the Self-Propelled
Weapons of the German Army
1939-45" (reviewed July), dealt with
weapons on German-built fully
tracked chassis. Part 2, in the same
format of 11 x 5 inches and again
compiled by P Chamberlain and
H L Doyle, covers weapons on
foreign-built fully tracked chassis.

Contributors, willingly or other-
wise, were Czechoslovakia, France,
Italy, Russia and the United King-
dom (in this case Matildas and Bren
carriers left behind at Dunkirk).

Like Part 1, this handbook
includes historical comment, brief
details of the armoured vehicles,
background information and a glos-
sary of terms. Therd are more than
50 1llustrations.

Bellona  Publications, Badger's
Mead, Hawthorn Hill, Bracknell,
Berks, 8s (8s 6d by post in UK)
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Ferry

your car
home for
half-price?

This is an important offer — specially introduced for
HM Forces in BAOR and attached civilian personnel.
Between Oct 1 and May 15, North Sea Ferries take
your car from Rotterdam (Europoort) to Hull (and back)
at half price.

It’s a convenient drive-on drive-off service too —
operating at night, so you get a comfortable night’s
sleep on route. All service passengers get 109, off

their fares — even cheaper on special 8-day return
excursions — and there is a comfortable berth, dinner,
morning tea, and full breakfast included in the fare

plus 3 bars, duty-free shop, T.V., even a juke box.
Drive off next day at Hull and you’re home. There’s no
fuss, no*time wasted and no extras - everything’s
included in the price. From
£9.8.6. single with your car -
from £7.8.6. single with cabin
berth only.

(8 day excursion return £10.5.0.
without your car)

& SHA ;;.'

Q\nnlh l‘p‘,
oF

sy

U mﬁ‘
ROTTERDAM (EUROPOORT) — HULL NIGHTLY

' Name__

Sounds sensible. Send me some information in full colour.

Address

S01

NORTH SEA FERRIES, PO Box 1476, Rotterdam, Holland

BAOR.?

If you are arriving soon,
or are here already,
and interested in a new:

Triumph (family models)

o 1200F £453
|5 /o 1300 £597
2000 £844

OFF @ ex works

or Peugeot: discount

prices all '69 models from
£595 ex works

LIST PRICES SLASHED

Then for details of
UK[Germqny delivery,
speciﬁcat_ions,

Nato prices, HP, Partex
call, phone or write to
Peter Brennan-Dupleix

of .

Walter Hagen & CoGmbH

I Importer—Sole Distributor

;
l
|
|

J

415 Krefeld, Pestalozzistr,
West Germany

Please send details of l
O TRIUMPH o PEUGEQT I

NAME

------------------------------------

Telephone Krefeld 28311
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COMPETITION 127

PRI NNNNNNINNNNNRNNNNNNNNRRBENRRERRRES

seesssese
AL LR LN

You can’t see the wood .. .

to be won plus 11 Airfix plastic kits and consolation prizes. If you win

an Airfix prize you have a choice of kits within the series listed.
All you have to do is compare the Christmas trees on this page and decide how many
different varieties there are. Send your answer—just one figure—on a postcard or by
letter, with the “Competition 127" label from this page and your name and address, to:

The Editor (Comp 127)
SOLDIER

433 Holloway Road
London N7.

This competition is open to all readers at home and overseas and closing date is Monday,
17 February 1969. More than one entry can be submitted but each must be accompanied
by a “Competition 127" label. Winners will be drawn from correct entries. Answer and
winners’ names will appear in the April 1969 SOLDIER.

HERE’S a Christmas competition for everyone. And there’s £20 in cash

PRIZES

1 £10
2 85

3 £3

4 £2

5 Classic Historical Ships Series 9
7

Classic Historical Ships Series 8 or
Scale Elite Series 8
8-9 Classic Historical Ships Series 7 or
Scale Elite Series 7

10-12 Motorised Museum Models Series 6,
Famous Ships Series 6 or Aircraft
Series 6

13-15 Aircraft Series 5
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Christmas is the
time for picking
Puffins

Not many more Puffin Picking days to Christmas
And a Puffin is yours for just £7/11/0 deposit
A handsome present for your family or yourself
It packs flat and packs a money saving punch
Save over £30 hard cash by building it yourself
and in a few days you have a grand little boat
which sails, rows or motors
Start saving now, get set fo. spring
and summer sailing with a Puffin

Send the coupon for
full details on how to

Pick a Puffin

Prices all including packing and delivery and everything except paint for kits.

Kit Puffin Dinghy
Kit Sailing Puffin

£38/15/0
£49/19/0

Finished Puffin Dinghy
Finished Sailing Puffin

£72/ 5/0
£85/17/0

Send the coupon for full details on how to Pick a Puffin
To Polycell Prout Limited Broadwater Road Welwyn Garden City Herts

Name

GARAVANS!

SURREY CAR AND
CARAVAN CO. LTD.

Specialize in supplying
H.M. Forces Personnel
on the Continent.

Distributors or Agents
for Sprite, Eccles,
Fairholme, Knowsley,
Thomson, Bluebird
Europe the new Car
Cruiser, and all
reputable makes.

Write today for full details of our
advantageous terms:

CAR & CARAVAN CO. LTD.

Display Site:—
Woaldegrave Rd.,
Teddington, Middx.
Tel: 01-892 7643
Head Office
Engineering :—

44 Richmond Road,
Kingston, Surrey.

SELF DRIVE CARS

FORCES

CONCESS/ON

RATES

MINIS, M.G.s
AUSTIN 1100s, 1800s
TRIUMPH 1300s

12 SEATER, VANS, ESTATES

AUTOMATICS
HILLMANS
ZEPHYRS
CORSAIRS
CORTINAS

R.A.F. BRIZE NORTON
Phone: Carterton 325

CHEAP RATES
SEND FOR CURRENT LIST

I‘;J'OW IN OPERATION AT

EDWARDS of EPSOM

28-38 UPPER HIGH STREET

EPSOM, SURREY

Cables EDWARDSCAR

Phone: 25611 EPSOM
Now at R.A.F. Lyneham

Tel: 01-546 6340 Telephone: Bradenstoke 405

Address
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76 page

 Australia

It gives you all the information you want to
know — covers Housing, Education, Climate, Social Services,
Business Prospects, Banking, Trade Introductions and lots more. It’s free.
We're Australia’s largest bank, guaranteed by the Australian Government,
and the biggest lender for housing finance. We have over 9,000 Branches
and Agencies throughout Australia, providing every banking facility.
We want to give you all the help wecan. We have specially qualified
Australian staff to assist with your enquiries at our office in Australia
House, Strand, London, W.C.2. And in Australia we have free information
centres in all main cities. Don't hesitate to call if you need advice.

Now —send for your free copy of that book/et. Or telephone 01-836 1367.

To: Australian Financial and Migrant Information Service,
Commonwealth Savings/Trading Bank of Australia,
Australia House, Strand, London, W.C.2.

Please send me a copy of your free 76 page booklet about Australia.
Name: Mr./Mrs./Miss

Address

50
(Guaranteed by the Australian Government)




The wrong way

In the review (July Bookshelf) of
Noel Barber’s ‘‘Sinister Twilight”
about the fall of Singapore the question
is asked “Why were the guns pointing
the wrong way ¢’

May I point out that the Singapore
guns were anti-naval weapons and were
correctly sited to deal with naval tar-
gets. These guns were fixed armament
and the striking velocity of the shells
in the field would have been very ineffec-
tive against infantry.

It is interesting to note that the same
charge has not (to my knowledge) been
levelled against the coast defence guns
of Hong Kong which failed to save that
garrison.—W ] Kemp, 8 High Street,
Pirton, Hitchin, Herts.

Rorke’s Drift dinner

A Zulu War commemorative dinner
is being held in the Banqueting Hall,
Whitehall, on the evening of 2 January
1969, the 90th anniversary of the Battle
of Rorke’s Drift, in aid of the National
Army Museum. In the reception room
before the dinner there will be a display
of British Army and Zulu trophies
loaned by regiments concerned in the
defence of Rorke’s Drift, the National
Army Museum and South African
museums.

Tickets at £5 5s (single) and £9 10s
(double) are available from: Rorke’s
Drift Commemorative Dinner Com-
mittee, 42 Berkeley Street, London W1,
—J Wilkinson-Latham, Member of
the Committee.

Territorials

When I read about The Leicester-
shire and Derbyshire Yeomanry’s do-it-
yourself camp I felt very angry at the
shameful way the Government has
treated an old and faithful servant of our
country—the Territorial Army. From
1948 to 1951 and again from 1953 to
1954 I had the privilege of serving with
The Leicestershire Yeomanry as a
squadron permanent staff instructor.
They were a fine bunch of lads and I
have always classed those years as
some of the happiest of my Army career.

Incidentally the name Derbyshire
Yeomanry took my thoughts back to
October 1943 when I was an escaped
prisoner-of-war hiding in the Gran Sas-
so mountains a few miles from Pescara.
Most of the British POW in this area
were contacted by a small party of
airborne troops and I am positive that
the lieutenant in charge wore Derby-
shire Yeomanry titles. Could any reader
confirm this >—J Bingham, 24 Clois-
ters Road, Luton, Beds.

Having read ““Terriers With Tails
Up” I think & is high time the British
Army had a “‘trade union’’ in much the
same way as the modern German Army,
I am not knocking Lieutenant-Colonel
Baring and his men, only the system
l:h.at makes thls sort of thing considered

“‘a good show.”

The American Army may have “‘uni-
ons” soon and it is significant that the
most disciplined military nation on earth

"of frequencie

British

has already got them. The L
soldier is always expected to put up with

the “‘not enough and too late” philo-
sophy and it i$ about time things were
changed.

I realise the Army cannot ‘‘down
tools” in the face of the enemy but at
least it should have the tools available
and decent camps and conditions in
times of peace.—J Sims, 111 Holling-
bury Road, Brighton BN1 7N,
Sussex.

Jap walkie-talkies

As a keen modeller using radio
control I am alarmed at the reference
in the August SOLDIER (‘“Terriers
With Tails Up™) to The Leicestershire
and Derbyshire Yeomanry using Japa-
nese walkie-talkic sets.

These sets are built for the American
market and use the 27MHz *‘Citizen’s
band” for which no licence is required
in the States, In the United Kingdom—
whatever shopkeepers may say—a
licence is required by any civilian
wishing to operate a transmitter. Since
the band from 26.96 to 27.28MHz is
reserved generally for industrial uses
within screened buildings and for radio
control of models, the GPO will not
issue a licence to amateurs to use these
walkie-talkie sets,

Unfortunately the illegal use of these
sets continues and the interference they
cause has led to loss of control of models.
When a model aircraft is concerned
this can mean a crash and the write-off
of anything from £50 to £500 worth of
equipment. If the model aircraft is
flying at a competition there can be a
danger to spectators—there have been
two fatalities in Germany this year.

There is apparently no legal allocation
to military tra.nsm.lttcrs
but the 40-60MHz band is not used
because of television interference., Ac-
cording to an editorial in the May 1967
issue of Radie Control Models and
Electronics it is known and admitted that
military transmissions during Exercise
Stardust caused models to crash at
Lasham on 16 March 1967. The
editorial pointed out strongly the
dangers of military use of the 27MHz
band and it is understood that in fact
the radio control band is no longer
allocated to military units.

I hope the foregoing emphasises the
dangers of units using these Japanese
walkie-talkie sets.—Maj R B Downs
RE, 523 Specialist Team RE (Con-
struction), B Camp, Barton Stacey,
Winchester, Hants.

Anzio

Having recently seen the film ‘““The
Battle for Anzio” I protest at the
scant treatment accorded to the
British Army. From my personal
knowledge of thls battlefield and all
that went on there I consider this film
in no way reflects the part played by
1st, 5th and 56th British divisions, to
say nothing of many minor formations.

Perhaps a visit by the producers
to the British cemetery at Anzio before
making the film would have been a
good thing—H G Taylor (ex-141
Fd Amb RAMC, 5 British Division),

’"',’z-f-__

12 Grey Court, Newton Hill, Wake-
field, Yorks.

Army Fire Brigade

While sorting through some papers
I came across this photograph of the
British Army Fire Brigade attached to
GHQ British Forces in Turkey at
Constantinople 1921-23. A description
on the back reads: ‘A most efficient
unit which was transported to Scutari
(across the Bosphorus) to combat a fire
which lasted seven days.”

Surely this must have been one of the
first, if not the first, motorised fire
brigades in the Army ?—Maj L Ridg-
way (Retd, late RASC), 657 Foxhall
Road, Ipswich.

* Euven going back some 45 years this
unit cannot claim to be the first of its kind.
There was an Army mobile fire brigade at
Aldershot in 1912 and almost certainly a
motorised umit serving overseas in World
War One

Ar Major Ridfway’s request SOL-
DIER has sent the original photograph
to the Royal Corps of Transport Museum
and a copy to the Army Fire Service.

One pace forward !

The regimental reunions noted in
SOLDIER prompt me to ask whether
any of that hard-worked gang of the
registry and microgram service serving
under me at GHQ Middle East, 1940-43,
are readers of SOLDIER. Should there
be I would be glad to have a line with a
view to meeting one day—over a

g

of a century is a long time
$e prospects of yet lm'rh::-u

for some of us! L
getclzi 657 Foxlun

VG padre

Rgt msy mtmstf :gadeu “Who hlve
taken advantage o e opportunity of
buying the wonderful pnl:m of David
Shepherd’s “‘Oosterbeek Crossroads™
and Terence Cuneo’s ““D-Day”’ that the
Royal Army Chaplains Department has
rints avmlable for purchase of Terence
uneo’s painting of the presentation of
the Victoria Cross to the Reverend T
Bayley-Hardy, Chaplain to the Forces,
by King George V at Dunkirk in 1918,

In a short 11 months this gallant
chaplain earned his Victoria Cross,
Distin, ed Service Order and Mili-
tary ss and the citation for the
supreme military award refers to
his gallantry over a sustained period and
not for a single action.

Any collector interested is invited to
write to the RAChD Centre, Bagshot
Park, Bagshot, Surrey.—Lieut-Col
GCE Crew, Secretary and Cura-
tor, RAChD Centre.

Scots Guards Fusiliers

I hope the following extracts from
““British Battles on d and Sea”
(In the Crimea 1854 & 1894—Sir
Evelgn Wood) will be of interest to

A Everett who sought enlighten-
ment (letters September) on the Scots
Guards Fusiliers incident at the Alma,

““When the centre battalion, the
Scots Fusiliers, came to a stone wall
in the vmcyards, thcy were ordered to
‘break ranks’ and ‘get over the wall as
best they could’ and in a very irregular
formation they crossed the river,
endeavouring to form up on the
southern bank . . . ... .. the Generals
and Staff were as eager as the men and
before the line was properly formed, an
officer shouted out ‘Forward Fusiliers,
what are you waiting for ?*

It is interesting to note that two
distinguished ge%erals whc;u\lverc present
as company officers, while agre
subsmm?:lli‘ in all other respectsg,rdsgg
as to the formation as it crossed the
vineyards. One who was with the right
centre company says, the order was
‘“‘Advance in double column of com-
panies from the centre.” The other,
who was with the left centre company,
says the advance was in line and the
only order heard was ‘“‘Get over as
best you can.” Both ggree the battalion
was not given time to re-form after
it reached the southern bank.

““The original bugle call was ‘Cease
fire’ in obedience to orders from a
mounted officer and shortly after, the
same bugler sounded ‘Retire’ apparently
without orders!”

Some confusion and disorder followed
but Lieutenant R J Lindsay (afterwards
Lord Wantage VC) of the Scots
Fusilier Guards, who carried the
Queen’s Colour, stood his ground as the
tide of men passed the little group
around him. It was fiercely attacked by
the Russians until Lieutenant Lindsay

o

GURKHA AMALGAMATION

Caught up in recent reductions of British infantry, the 1st and 2nd
Battalions of 10th Princess Mary's Own Gurkha Rifles amalgamated on the

island of Penang, Western Malaysia.

Raised officially in Burma in 1890, the Tenth Gurkhas is much older than
this, being the direct descendant of the 10th Madras Infantry, raised in 1766.
The additional title of “Princess Mary's Own” was bestowed on the
regiment in 1949 by King George VI. The regiment also became affiliated to
The Royal Scots and adopted the Hunting Stewart tartan as its own. In
World War One the regiment won battle honours for the part it played at
Gallipoli and in the Egyptian and Mesopotamian campaigns.

In World War Two, after fighting in the Middle East, the 2nd Battalion
went to Italy and fought as part of 43rd Gurkha Lorried Brigade in the
bitter campaign up the Italian Peninsula. The 1st Battalion, in recognition
of its part in the critical battle of Tuitum Ridge in Burma, was awarded the
unique battle honour of being allowed to fly the 17th Divisional black cat
banner alongside its own regimental flag. And in 1945 came a signal
honour when 1st Battalion was selected to receive the formal surrender of

the Japanese 28th Army.

Now, with the curtain already down on another chapter in the life story
of the regiment, the traditions, spirit and strength of the 1st and 2nd
Battalions have naturally fused together in one battalion.
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THE Ghristmas hook for

all military enthusiasts
OR AN IDEAL GIFT AT ANY TIME

WORLD UNIFORMS
mrounioes [N COLOUR

Volume One —

Vohume 1

The Europoan
Neess  The European Nations

The first of a series of full-colour books

describing and illustrating the uniforms,

badges and ranks of present-day units

throughout the world, with regiment and

corps histories. The second volume,

Badges covering America, Asia, Africa and

Rarks Oceania, will be published in Autumn

R;-K-J;a';: 1969. Over 200 illustrations in full
Histones

colour. Large page size of 12}" x9}".

GREAT VALUE at 30s. net Add4/6 post & pka

if ordering by post)
From your hookseller or direct from the Publishers—

E)gm Patrick Stephens Ltd.
9 Ely Place, London, EC1 (01-405 2297)

TO: PATRICK STEPHENS LTD OR: YOUR
I 9 ELY PLACE, LONDON, E.C1. BOOKSELLER l
Please send............ copy/copies of WORLD UNIFORMS IN
L COLOUR, Vol 1. | enclose my cheque/POfor£€ .................. |
BONRME i s i T i 1
B B e e R s L e e i e R P A T e L l
(BLOCK (S}
EAPYTALE) «ovaiiiman sussaen s eshiiabene s iaiy wieie s sd s sessinsiesse
—— | —— | — ———— em— s — — R | — J

UK or European posting?

Step off the plane and
.\ !/ into a new car!

.

® Forces discount prices
® Free transporter delivery
"®Special forces H.P. terms
® Tax free or tax paid
® 3 years to pay
® All paperwork completed
for you
® Last minute orders
no problem

Order your new car before you leave. When you get back it will be ready and waiting
for you at the airport—fully insured, with all the paperwork completed for the U.K.,
Europe, or both. The Information Pack gives you the full gen ; forces discounts, special
H.P. terms, the lot. . . . Plus a sheaf of colour brochures of ali the latest
models to browse through at leisure. There's no obligation whatever. You can
weigh everything up, take your time choosing—and take delivery wherever you land.

Post to: NATOCARS Ltd., Moorlinch Garage,
Bridgwater, Somerset. Telephone: Ashcott 488

r------------------------1
Please send me your Information Pack—without obligation.

Rank

(Farocams 1)
(country) . **
' Tax paid for U.K. only (tick) N A T D c A R S

Delivery Date
PAGE 38

Name
Present Address
Tax free for U.K. and then

continued from page 37

and a fellow officer stood back-to-back
using their revolvers. But help arrived
quickly although not before the ;ig}}e
had been smashed in his hands. e
Colour was found to have 23 shot
holes in the fabric.—Lieut-Col H G E
Woods (Ret), 2 Playfair Mansions,
Queens Club Gardens, London Wig4.

Papers for posterity

The letter from the Keeper at the
Imperial War Museum (July) drew
attention to the historical value which
may attach to collections of private
papers on Service matters. May I take
this opportunity as departmental re-
cord officer for the Army Department
of mentioning those of the Army’s
official Enpers which are considered to
be of historical importance and are,
therefore, under the terms of the
Public Records Act, transferred to the
Public Record Office where they are
permanently preserved and opened to
the public when they are 30 years old.
Readers may be interested to know that
the Army’s papers in the PRO date
from the 16th century and that all
those created in 1937 or earlier are now
open to the public.

The particular value of the Public
Record Office as a place of deposit for
Army records is that the documents of
all Government departments are pre-
served there and this enables an impor-
tant event or phase in the Army’s deve-
lopment to be studied in relation to
Govemmenzdpolicy as a whole. Not all
official records would commend them-
selves as interesting exhibits in a
museum but they nevertheless assume
importance and interest when studied
in the light of contemporary events.

At present we are engaged on the
collection and arrangement of the vast
amount of material of World War Two.
Some of this makes fascinating reading
and those who served at that time may be
particularly interested in the war diaries
which every unit had to maintain while
on active service. There will be nearly
20,000 boxes of these.

Whilst every effort is made to pre-
serve official documents likely to be of
historical value some inevitably have

Correction

In the ““Your Regiment” (October)
it was incorrectly stated that the
Maid of Warsaw emblem was
awarded to 3rd The King’s Own
Hussars for supporting Polish troops
in Italy in World War Two. The
award was in fact made to the 7th
Hussars.

been lost, cither as a result of enemy
action or from other more mun
causes. I am therefore always grateful
to receive any official papers likely to be
of historical value which may have
remained in the hands of individual
officers or been tucked away in cup-
boards and which may help to fill gaps
in our records of past ®fents. If an
readers have any such papers in their
ﬁgssession or know where they are
ikely to be found—particularly those
created before and during World War
Two and any early Army papers of a
scientific or technical character—I
would be most interested to hear from
them.
Aot of the World War Two material
is at present held at the Army Records
Centre, Bourne Avenue, Hayes, Middle-
sex, where we maintain some 40 miles
of records of all kinds. Any serving
officers who would be interested in
being shown round the Centre are
invited to contact me at Northumber-
land House (telephone 01-930-9400,
extension 1824, or Mr Bishop at Army
Records Centre (01-573 3831, extension
16).—N J Hanscomb, Departmental
Record Officer (Army), stry of
Defence, Northumberland House,
%ocrthumberland Avenue, London
2. y

The cost in lives

It goes on and on—in almost every
publication. Arguments over how many
men died, how they died, and what gain
was met (made) by their death. Do

eople have to argue over the difference
gctween 55 or 56 deaths, or how many
{‘a(rds were gained by 1000 deaths ?—

0O II G Cooke, 50 Cmd Wksp
REME (Sek Kong Det), Hong Kong,
BFPO 1.

KNOT OR NOT ?

SOLDIER’s Competition 123 (Au-
gust) of knotted or not knotted string
could be worked out quite easily b
eye or with a loop of string—or could it
Surprisingly a quarter of the entries
were wrong. :

Of the eight pieces of string, C, D,
E, F and G were knotted.

Prizewinners were:

1 G W Andrews, 1 Morley Road,
Sutton, Surrey.

2z I C L1 Phillips, 1 Manor Farm
Road, Ford, Salisbury, Wilts.

3 Miss P Smith, 3 Douro Road,
Howe Barracks, 'Canterbury, Kent.

4 S J O’Flaherty; Burnt House,
Benenden, Kent.

5 RQMS Edwards, 49 Field
Regiment Larkhill, Wilts.

It happened in DECEMBER

Date Year
1 British Second Army entered Germany 1918
5 Prohibition in USA repealed : 1933

10 Royal Academy, London, founded 1768

10 Cuba became independent state 1898

10 Declaration of human rights 1948

14 Women first voted in British General Election 1918

16 Boston Tea Party 1773

17 Wright brothers flew at Kitty Hawk 1903

26 Radium discovered by Pierre and Marie Curie 1898

26 Scharnhorst sunk off North Cape 1943

31 Big Ben chimes first broadcast 1923

FORCES U.K. TRADE-IN SCHEME

If you are to be posted overseas soon and wish to dispose of
your present car, we will give you a high trade-in figure in

cash plus a credit note against a future purchase.
For full details write or telephone:

WEIR LODGE GARAGE,

Bridge Road, Chertsey, Surrey.
Tel: Chertsey 4264/2047.




6 Sgt J Musson, QRIH, RAC
Centre Regiment, Bovington Camp,
Dorset.

e are given preference
7. L/Cpl K W Austin, BE141, . .
B Wiax, SEE REME, Arberfield, on leaving the service
for vacancies as

8 Sgt Turnmer, ACIO, 40 Ash-
burnham Road, Bedford, Beds.
9 WO II A Humphries, WRAC,

Cammeron. Hibiands, Peaos, M Constables in the Army
aysia.

10 Keith Haig, Mournipea, ‘Auch- Depa I"t me nt CO l‘IStab U Ia I'Y.

termuchty, Fife, Scotland. F
e, Buiee, T o Raed, Appointments are
HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU? guaranteed prior to
Service discharge.

(see page 1T)

The two pictures differ in the following
respects: 1 Fourth line across sun. 2 Hair
of rear child. 3 Short end of rear child’s
scarf. 4 Length of soldier’s right trouser
leg. 5 Chimney of house. 6 Bird’'s wing.
7 Door of house. 8 Length of taller child’s
hat. 9 Pattern on taller child’s stocking.
10 Twig in top right corner.

COLLECTORS’ CORNER

Donald A Tresham, PO Box 36,
Chicoutimi, Quebec, Canada.—Requires
medals, badges, books etc pertaining to
The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
(Princess Louise's) (9Ist and 93rd) and
The Prince of Wales's Leinster Regiment
(Royal Canadians) (/00th and [09th).
Will purchase or exchange. All letters
answered.

J Hodgson, 262 New Hall Lane,
Preston PRI 45T.—Collects anything
pertaining to The Border Regiment
especially 1914-18 groups, stars or medals
and autographed letters in exchange for
other regimental insignia. Would welcome
hearing from ex-Border men. All letters
answered.

R Watson, 5 Elterwater Avenue,
Workington, Cumberland.—Wishes pur-
chase or exchange cap badges of 15/19
Hussars, Queens R Irish Hussars, Wor-
cestershire Regt, Dorset Regt, S Wales
Borderers. All correspondence answered.

Trooper M R Salter, Inglefield, Leigh
Road, Holt, Trowbridge, Wilts.—Re-
quires T & AYR cap badges or stable belts,

The Secretary, The Light Infantry
Office, 14 Mount Street, Taunton,
Somerset.—Has limited stock of officers
silver plated and bronze collar badges
and silver anodised aluminium buttons of
SCLI for sale to collectors. This regiment
was formed on 6 October 1959 and dis-
banded 10 July 1968 and relatively few
of these items will ever be available to
the collector, Prices—Silver plated collar
badges (pairs) £1 |2s 6d; bronze collar
badges (pairs) £4 10s; silver anodised
buttons 2s each etc.

A Fern, 182 Uxbridge Road, Hampton
Hill, Hampton, Middlesex.—Wants to
purchase 10th London (Paddington Rifles)
and 4th County of London Yeomanry
(Sharpshooters) cap badges.

Cyril Edmond-Blanc, 2 Rue Bourdelle,
91 Chilly-Mazarin, France.—Requires ~
French metal badges worn in Syria,
Lebanon and North Africa during World
War Two, also Free French metal badges
made in Engldnd. Offers French enamelled
badges and world-wide commando, para-
chutist and air force wings.

to eve
applican

choice of
CORPS OF i

COMMISSIONAIRES i 2 details from:
y Chief Constable

Founded 1859 et Army Department Constabulary
e (Department R)
Another career when your ! Ministry of Defence, London WCI
Service engagement expires. " Please send details of Service and
Application Forms
Age no bar.
Name and Rank
Divisions in 10 cities of the U.K. ey Address and Unie
Apply:
419a Strand, London W.C.2
01-836-6453
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A man knows where

he stands in the MEDICAL

modern Prison Service -

@ As a modern Prison Officer you
are trained (on full pay) to be- ORDERLlEs
come part of a well-organised
team. Your work is responsible, |

rewarding and well-paid.

e Basic pay starts at £14.19.6. GEC-AEI (Electronics) Limited will shortly have
rising in regular annual in- electronics installation teams operating in the
creases to £20.15.0. Middle East and Require Male Medical Orderlies

® New basic pay next January of to supervise all health and hygiene matters
£16.0.0. rising to £21.16.0. connected with the teams. Suitable applicants
(Overtime pay rates go up will possess S.R.N. or equivalent qualifications

correspondingly, of course.) and preferably be ex-service personnel with over-
@ Free housing, or a rent allow- seas experience.

ance of upto £3.7.6.

e Free pension and a generous
gratuity when you retire. We can offer an attractive basic salary with

e Free uniform or a clothing generous overseas allowances including free furn-
allowance. ished accommodation.

e 3 weeks and 3 days holiday,

N 3 2 plus 9 extradays, all on full pay. A s e g y
: Please apply in writing giving details of experience

’ | am between 21 and 42, 5 6” or over. Please send me a copy of your booklet to

about the Prison Service.
I Name . I The Personnel Officer,

(Block fetters please)

Address GEC-AEI (Electronics) Limited,
I Cotndy ' New Parks, Leicester.

To: Establishment Dfficer, Prison Dept. WSB52/1 Home Office, Telephone: Leicester 871331. Ext. 313.

Romney House, Marsham Street, London, S.W.1.

JOIN THE MODERN PRISON SERVICE

SERVICE ENGINEERS & TECHNICIANS

IN AN EXPANDING TEGHNOLOGIGALLY ADVANGED INDUSTRY

The continued development of our Field Service organisation has meant that we To: Personnel Manager,
need to strengthen our present staff with Engineers and Technicians with a wide
range of experience ranging from sophisticated solid-state techniques to electro-
mechanical applications.

The posts are situated in several parts of the country and do require a certain
mobility within a specified area.

The work is interesting and'varied dealing with installations such as Data Trans-
mission, Computer Systems & peripherals, N.C. Equipment, Road Traffic Signalling ek
and Remote Control. el ath duglh b

The, minimum qualification is the ability to work on one's own initiative and to
have a sound basic knowledge of the techniques involved, but an O.N.C. at least

would be a help. Training on specific equipments will be given. Ex-Service
Technicians particularly welcomed. pLESSEv

Please complete the attached slip and we shall send you an application form.

The Plessey Company Limited,

Poole, Dorset.
I am interested in the opportunities you have to
offer, please send me an application form:

Name B

BRO/255/A

‘_‘s:.

&1

Reproduced from SOLDIER Huwmour.
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Under this heading every month
SOLDIER will list jobs available to
officers, men and women of the three
Services who are about to complete
their Service engagement.

TEGHNICAL
PUBLICATIONS

NUCLEAR REACTOR EQUIPMENT

The Company’s Reactor Equipment Division at Whetstone, near
Leicester, offers career opportunities in Technical Publications
arising from the Division’s continued successes in the field of
nuclear power.

The work covers a wide range of sophisticated equipment
for which system and equipment handbooks and technical sales
literature are required and includes: fuelling machinery, reactor
cores, special purpose pumps and compressors, nucleonics and
specialised instrumentation, electrical control equipment, elec-
tronics and a miscellany of electro-mechanical and electro-

hydraulic equipment.

The products are for gas cooled, water cooled and sodium
cooled nuclear reactors. {

Applications for these posts are invited from experienced
Technical Authors and from Engineers, Draughtsmen or Tech-
nicians with experience in the Services or Industry who are
qualified to ONC/HNC level or equivalent and who have a real
interest in the field of Technical Publications.

Good career prospects and attractive salaries will be offered

with matching stafl terms and conditions of employment and the
benefits associated with a large progressive Company. Housing
in the district is reasonably priced and plentiful and unfurnished
houses or flats are available for immediate occupation for an
initial period to ease house transfer. Generous assistance is
provided over the settling-in period.

To apply, please send brief details of career to date to the

British Transport Police

d Technical Staff Officer (Ref $1992L), The English Electric
nee Company Limited, Cambridge Road, Whetstone, nr.
Leicester.
Constables [E ENGLISH ELECTRIC
4 [\ 4 A /
and

Policewomen

in London and throughout
the Country

Leaving the Services? Then choose a really
worthwhile civilian job.

BIRMINGHAM CITY
POLICE

offers a career to Ex-
Servicemen with

security for the future and
opportunities for promotion.

Variety, generous free travel, good pay, pension.

Here is an opportunity for those with intelligence

and initiative.
. Constable’s pay starts at £765 p.a. at age 19 years; £800

Qualifications : Physically fit with good eyesight. at 20 years; £835 at 21 years; £870 at 22 years, rising in
Men : §3:36 and &t least 6t 8 in. each case to £1,205 p.a. 42 hour week. G s leav
Women : 19-35, single and at least 5ft 4 in. 4 p f i enf:rou fpve
and allowances. Pension after 25 years. Applicants must
be over 5’ 8” in height and under 30 years of age (under 40
in certain circumstances).

write to :
Chief Constable (Recruitment), Dept. A
British Transport Police, PO Box No. 25

. Park Royal, London NW10 Apply now for further particulars.

POST THIS COUPON TO:

Chief Inspector M. Morton, (Dept. S/68)
Birmingham City Police Recruiting & Training
Centre, Pershore Road, Birmingham 5.

(Tel: 021-472-3201/2/3) for more details.

NAME e vn doiiesmnane wil kiRt e
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exeeptional
opportunities

full ¢time
& part time

A young but vigorous Company (offshoot of a
most successful concern) is engaged in a business
which whilst still in its infancy in this country is
nevertheless expanding and growing, at a
tremendous pace.

The Company concerned needs to fill a number

of positions, full and part-time. Those about to
leave the Service (or already retired) will be
considered for unusually remunerative full-time
positions involving negotiation and liaison.
Anticipated income in excess of £3,000 p.a.
(including bonus) plus expenses. Those not leaving
the service for the next 6-18 months and, of
course, those who are retired and working but
wish to substantially supplement their incomes
may apply for interesting part-time posts which
can lead to full time positions if desired.

Lengthy or detailed replies are not needed at this
stage as a simple application form together with
outline of positions available will be sent to all
responding applicants. No repeat No s.a.e.’s
please as they hinder rather than help. Please reply
to the Director, Hoisrite Limited, Mayfair House,
101 Dean Street, London W1.
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We not only stock a large amount of Antique Military items from
buttons and badges to helmets and swords but also a comprehensive
selection of small gift items both antique and modern suitable for
Christmas gifts to the Military and historically minded. There are our
superb range of figures standing 12” high. Hand painted pictures of
Uniforms of any Regiment, cigarette boxes with Regimental badges
and all the latest in Military books. We cannot describe here the large
variety of Christmas gift ideas we have. Possibly there is one that you
have been looking for.

Send 1/- for our Christmas gift list or 2/- for our regular Militaria list.
Whe% ordering please use the order form and give us as much time as
possible.

42 BERKELEY STREET, LONDON wixsrp




Britain said “Welcome!” to 300 Gha-
naian soldiers—and to Ist Battalion,
The Welch Regiment, Ghana said

Akwaa-ha!

It was the first exchange under an agree-
ment between the governments of the two
countries providing for annual training
exchanges. So while the Welshmen trained
with Ghanaians in hot scrubland and jun-
gle, Ghanaians trained with British troops—
Ist Battalion, The South Wales Borderers,
and 3rd Battalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment—in the dampness of autumnal Eng-
land. Both nationalities got a lot out of the
exchange, as these pictures show. . .

Akwaa-ba is Ghanaian for welcome.

Below: Welshman buys bow and arrows at Tamale
and medic Cpl John Foord in action up-country.

Left: Tribal markings of CGhanaian in Britain.
Below: Ghanaians watching demonstration on Sal-
isbury Plain and below that parachute training.
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Thirty Superb Styles
Hand Cut to Measure

§ and overseas.

FREE
50 Cloth
Samples
& Style
Guide in
full colour

Just forYOU!!

The foremost Mail Order Tailors present their spiendid new
Style Guide and the very latest ranges of Worsted and
Terylene cloths. Entirely free and without obligation. Every
suit is hand-cut and made to measure; our original measure-
ment scheme guarantees a perfect fit. Easiest of terms — a
small deposit and extended monthly payments. Just fill in
the coupon for full details. Prompt service for both U.K,

I MARSHALL TAILORS (Dept. M.49) —I
y 659/661, Green Lanes, London, N.8. 1
1 No. Rank :
I R trmeah et el aien e st sonpbpesnsos Ammvansith 1
: Address 1

e ————
SERVICEMEN

e : :
.

b oozenIRON-
02 NamE

TAPES

FOR ONLY .
Just iron them on quickly, easily.
They'll boil and dry clean, Guaran- o
teed permanent. Perfect for clothing,
items of kit, etc. Makes service kit
identification so much easier,

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. Print
name, rank and number and
send with remittance to

PERMA NAME TAPES (DEPT.
1 Littleton Road, Harrow, Middx.

NO SEWING

or name only
#'6 post FREE

8.0.)

NOEL BELL
CAR HIRE

Car key
& QA to Britain

ALL NEW MODELS
Mini Vans to
Zephyrs
Prices from:
£7-10-0 Per Week
including insurance
Unlimited mileage
Get details now from:
237 Roehampton
Lane,
London SW15
Tel: 01-788- 9321

We will meet you anywhere

At special
Military
Prices

Sprinzel

32, LANCASTER MEWS,
OFF CRAVEN TERRACE)|
LONDON W.2.

Phone: 01-723 1478.

BADGES

We make only the best
BLAZER BADGES
in fine gold and silver wire.

PLAQUES

Also attractive WALL PLAQUES and
CAR BADGES at 40/- each

INSTANT Endow:le;nt !t’l:an ul:’:élor.;gage loans
CAPITALISM S0k it et s e T
SCHOOL FEES FINANGE pom gy Aroedong

LIMITED

Associated Insurance
Brokers

T. & V. JOHNSON 'IB!nMIIIumSlmet

1 Albion St., Newmarket, Suffolk. Tel, 3515

8 Rose s:net Wokingham, Borkn Tel 934

226 Fleet Road, Fleet, Hants. Tel. 3436

218 Farnborough Rocd. Fambornugh Hants. Tel, 44655

Park Street, Camb-rln Surrey. Tel, 5131
Bath, Somerset. Tel. 64021
Station Hill, Chippenham, Wiits. Tel. 3166

SCARVES

Fine quality Saxony Wraps in Regtl.
colours (University style 60" x 104"
for 35/- each;
REGIMENTAL TIES 21/- each.

List from:

D. J. PARKINSON.

H.M. Services Hand Embroiderers
(Dept. S.) 124, VALLEY DRIVE,
BRIGHTON 5, SUSSEX

© FORCES DISCOUNT PRICES
1 FRAEE TRANSPORTER DELIVERY— ANYWHERE IN THE UK
3 SPECIAL FORCES HIRE PURCHASE

TAX FREE OR TAX PAID
o EVERYTHING SIMPLE & WELL ARRANGED
= LAST MINUTE ORDERS WELCOME

UK TRADE-IN SCHEME

VAUXHALL - HILLMAK - SINGER - SUNBEAM - HUMSER

Write for brochures and the Natocars
information pack. letting us know
approximately when you want delivery

NATOCARS

MOORLINCH GARAGE - BRIDGWATER
SOMERSET telephone ASHCOTT 371 441

You can choose from any of these apprenticeships.

TICK
HERE

("] Accountant Clerk

(] Aircraft Technician*
[_] Ammunition Technician

[] Bricklayer*

[] Carpenter & Joiner*

[] Chef*
[] Clerk

[] Control Equipment

Technician*

TICK
HERE

[] Draughtsman Civil
& Structural*

[ ] Electronic Technician*
[ | Engineer Surveyor*

(] Plant Mechanic*

[] Electrician*

O Plant Operatot*

[] Hygiene Assistant

TICK
HERE

Technician

And get all this as well!

Tuition for 0.N.C., City & Guild,

or ‘0’ level G.C.E. exams.

Instruction on the most
modern equipment.

[ ] Laboratory Technician*
[] Marine Engineer*

[ Machinist Fitter* [
[ ] Medical Assistant
["1 Motor Mechanic*

["] Operating Theatre

| Painter & Decorator*

Just tick against the apprenticeship you'd like to
have, and you’ll have chosen the trade training
that gives you all the extras.

TICK
HERE

[ | Physiotherapist
[} Radiographer

[] Radio Relay
Technician*

[ Plumber & Pipe Fitter*
| Radar Technician*

(| Radio Technician*

["1 Survey Technician*

r—--—_—__j
To: Army Careers MP6(A) 4

TICK
HERE

[ Terminal Equipment
Technician*

"] Telecommunication
Technician*

("] Technical Storeman
[] Welder*

*denotes trade recognised
by Trade Unions

Lansdowne House, Berkeley Square

Trained to Trades Union
standards in only 3 years.

Sport 2 afternoons a week —
judo instruction,skiing,sailing
—you name it, they've got it.

10 weeks paid holiday.
Free travel home.
Free hobbies.

Driving instruction.

Great comradeship
and an assured future.

Every boy at an Army Apprentices’ College gets
much more than a good trade training. He geis a
full life. With education for ‘O’ Level, O.N.C. or
City & Guilds exams provided as part of his
working day.

And there’s sport, military exercises and plenty
of action. All these quickly train a boy for a secure
future as well as giving him an exciting life.

Add ten weeks paid holiday a year, the chance to
save as much as £30 a term and you've got some
idea of the good life you could have at an Army
Apprentices’ College.

If you're 15-17 get all the details at your local
Army Careers Information Office (the address is at
your Post Office) or fill in the coupon:

London W IX 6AA.

Please send me full details of
Army College Apprenticeships and
Junior Leader Courses

DATE OF BIRTH

L) e must be resident in the U.K.) d!ﬂi‘lm
g mmsy s G Same D WSS M
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The Regiment will go to Scotland.

Two hundred and fifty years ago this
order would have meant probably further
hardship for long-suffering redcoats and
death for many a kilted Highland rebel.
The British Army often behaved badly
in the glens and even today you will find
Scots who, at the drop of a tam o’ shanter
(or a whisky and chaset), will mutter
“Glencoe” or “Culloden” at a sassenach
who gets too big for his boots.

The Regiment will go to Scotland.

This year the order—given to 38
Engineer Regiment, Royal Engineers, at
Ripon in Yorkshire—meant hard training
for sappers and improved conditions for the
men and women who live the tough life
of the North of Scotland.

The Highlands are the Wild West of the
British Isles. Distances are great, com-
munities scattered and not over-endowed
with the modern facilities that their
cousins in the south take for granted.

This year the Army, busily searching for
new roles now there are no more wars,
mounted an ambitious OPMACC (Opera-
tion Military Aid to the Civil Community)
programme in Scotland.

When Lieutenant-General Sir Derek
Lang, General Officer Commanding Scot-
land, opened a ski road built by another
Regiment—33 Squadron of 37 Engineer
Regiment—at Aviemore in the Cairn-
gorms, Sir James Mackay of the Highlands
and Islands Development Board was
quoted as saying that the sappers were
“transforming Scotland’s way of life.”

Not only the sappers. The Royal High-

A SAPPER

LOOSE

ABOOT THE HOOSE

land Fusiliers stationed at Fort George in
Inverness-shire have been showing that
infantry is effective at OPMACC work, too.
An officer of the Regiment has said that
civil community work has done more than
some purely military training to develop
initiative and junior leadership.

Recently an all-party group of Members
of Parliament made a two-day helicopter
tour of some of the OPMACC projects in
Scotland. This was followed by a similar
trip for Defence correspondents. Reported
the Sunday Telegraph’s man: “Scotland’s
Lieutenant-General Sir Derek Lang is
almost certainly the only serving general
to have sent a circular to his commanders
praising a saying of Chairman Mao.

“ “The Army must become one with the
people so they can see it as their own Army,’
says the quotation.”

And the Observer’s man reported: “As
for the civil community, its appreciation
(of the Army’s work) was obvious in talks
I had with crofters, islanders, tourists and
local officials, . . ”

Story by John Wright/Pictures by Arthur Blundell

Yes, this year the Army has certainly
been drawing attention to itself—and in
the best possible way—in Scotland.

Now back to 38 Engineer Regiment,
which moved to Scotland as a Regiment
and conducted operations from that well-
known if not beloved weekend: training
camp at Garelochhead not many miles
north of Glasgow.

Led by Lieutenant-Colonel J] H Foster,
the Regiment operated in three field
squadron areas and the aim was to give
each field squadron a range of tasks—to
give each one an island job, a demolition
and an earth-moving operation.

One squadron was in the far north of the
country, one in the middle and a third in
the Lowlands.

Strontian, Argyllshire, headquarters of
73 Field Squadron, veterans of the Dhala’
Road and on the point of returning to
that part of the world—to the Gulf.
Strontian is on a Government-owned
estate, once prosperous and thickly popu-
lated due to surrounding lead-mines, famed

Sapper at work on the Isle of Arran youth hostel.

v



for the discovery here of the atom bomb
element Strontium 90, but now under-
populated. A village shop and a couple of
hotels are its only attraction and most
tourists just drive straight through.

But ambitious plans are afoot to build
up the village, attract more people to it—
and this is where 73 Field Squadron came
in. There is to be a new $hop and tea-room,
a new telephone exchange, a house for
a policeman, an old people’s home and a
new village school. The sappers built a
road into the area of this planned develop-
ment, built a car park on the foreshore and
levelled and regraded the field where the
annual show is held.

They also got rid of such unsightly
things as old cars and old trees, tidied up
ditches and painted the village hall. When
Mr William Ross, Secretary of State for
Scotland, visited what the newspapers
up there call “the Government estate of the
future,” he said the sappers’ work was
efficient, speedy and of excellent quality.

Coll. This west coast island had an
airstrip but it was constantly swept by
sand and a couple of years ago an air
ambulance crashed on it. The Squadron’s 1
Troop widened the grass strip to 250 feet
and lengthened it to 2300 feet. The sappers
rolled it for the first time and drained the
area. They erected a windsock, repainted
the perimeter fence and constructed strip
markers.

They had a good time, too. Coll was
about the sunniest place in the country
this year and while 1 Troop was there the
island had its first wedding for 20 years—
and the members of the troop were invited.
And after work they were invited down to

Sapper smartens up the Strontian village hall.

The Army can do OPMACC jobs
for anyone—providing precautions
are taken in the interests of safety,
workers and individual organisa-
tions. -A request goes first to the
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the island’s hotel for a bath—on the house.

Vehicles were a problem. The troop
managed to get a light tractor and a Land-
Rover and trailer on to the island and
was helped out by the local laird who
provided a concrete mixer.

And when they left the lonely island
the men had the satisfaction of knowing
they had strengthened its people’s lifeline
with the mainland.

The hamlet of Blaich is just a few miles
up the road from Strontian. Here 2 Troop
of 73 Squadron worked on providing the
houses with a proper water supply. The
Royal Air Force heli-lifted equipment on to
a hillside overlooking the hamlet—and the
beauty of Loch Linnhe, which flows past
Fort William on the other side—and the
sappers dammed a stream, built a filter
tank and beyond it a storage tank, then laid
plastic pipe to the houses.

Also while it was in this lovely part of
Scotland, the field squadron demolished a
fire-damaged hotel, built a footbridge over
a stream in Glencoe—and helped to rescue
a man lost on Ben Nevis.

Two of the sappers, keen climbers, joined
a mountain rescue team when it turned out
to hunt for the man and they were in the
party that found him and carried him down
to safety.

Also doing airstrip work was 48 Field
Squadron—toiling to improve the facilities
on the outer islands of Colonsay and Oron-
say. The squadron also constructed a track
at Applecross on the mainland opposite
Skye to link up to one being built by the
county council.

It is a remote spot several hundred miles
from Ripon and the Regiment loves to tell

‘Work on the new road in this Argyllshire village.

relevant command headquarters
which has to clear the proposed
task with trade unions and em-
ployers. Then the command secre-
tary agrees with the applicant the

how its plant crews packed their rations and
drove their heavy machines up there
independently.

The field squadron also built a shinty
pitch at Invergarry for the local residents’
association. X

Many miles to the south on the Isle of
Arran, favourite spot for Glasgow trippers,
32 Field Squadron had the unusual task of
building a youth hostel for the National
Trust for Scotland—a complete brick-
built building—in the grounds of Brodick
Castle.

It will house parties of young people
attending adventure training courses on the
island. The sappers also helped to improve
the castle grounds.

On the mainland the field squadron
worked on regulating the flow of water in
Loch Winnoch, on the road from Arran
to Glasgow, which is going to be used for
wild life breeding; building a small
suspension bridge over a stream between
two farms; and demolishing a road bridge.
The squadron even moved into Glasgow
to build temporary accommodation for a
youth project sponsored by singer Frankie
Vaughan at Easterhouse.

And 15 Field Support Squadron, which
earlier this year completed an airstrip
on the island of Unst in the Shetlands
(SOLDIER, October 1968), was at Stirling
battling with the formidable problems of
supporting the Regiment’s widely-scattered
field squadrons.

The example of 38 Engineer Regiment is
just one, albeit a large one, of the Army’s
OPMACC operations in Scotland this
year—or, as one newspaper saying in a
headline: “How the Army wins the peace.”

amount of money to be paid to
Treasury funds for the work the Army
will do. And finally the job reaches
the unit concerned. It is easier to get
clearance in Scotland because of the




A

country’s shortage of labour and the
difficulty of some of the proposed
tasks. The jobs must have some
training value. In the case of the
Royal Engineers the best tasks are

SBN 11720618 0

Top: Constructing a footbridge in the grounds of Brodick Castle and (above) working on the hostel.

those thatpractise non-commission-
ed officers in leadership and trades-
men in their various skills and which
tax the administrative ability of a
regiment.

Preparing to build another footbridge
in the lush grounds of the Arran castle.

BACK COVER

SOLDIER cameraman ARTHUR
BLUNDELL climbed 60 feet up a
tree to take this picture of sappers at
work on the youth hostel at Brodick
Castle on the Isle of Arran. The
building was sited so as to be hidden
from view by the wall round the
grounds—this was to blend with the
castle grounds and prevent damage
by hooligans from Glasgow.

¥
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