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Tk. ripnr of o l  the 
m r p a  and divisions 
thot hcad Libyo 
olt pointed on the 
wollr d the Royol 
Arm). knk Corp. 
depot in T o h k .  
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Work has already begun on a 
t h r e y w  plan to provide nnw 
barracks and mon amenities. the 
lack of wbicb is Lemly felt by 
thom porr*oos separated from 
their neighbours by vast 
diataocarafdarcrt Moremmd 
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N. L. Si. P. Eunbuty DSO, 
ex-Frontier Force Rifles. 

The 12th County of London Home 
is one of the most be-medalled 

Gwrd Botkrlion 
units in Brituin 

i ribbons of the b o g  Service and 
Good Conduct Medal and the 
Territorial Efficiency Medal to 
which he hopes to add (if and 
when one is issued) a Home 
Guard long service medal. Mr. 
Shergold, “born into the Cold- 
stream Guards,” became a regi- 
mental sergeant-major and later 
was commissioned in the Royal 
Pioneer Corps. 

For evening training, the Bat- 
talion borrows the rooms of the 
London Irish. In the drill-hall, 
an officer who w e d  with the 
Royal West African Frontier 
Force in Burma in World War 
Two was practising bayonet- 
fighting with a corporal who 
jumped from a prisoner-of-war 
train in Italy and made his way 
to Switzerland and home. 
Two young privates were set- 

ting up a Vickers machine-gun; 
both had b n  turned down for 
National Service because they 
did not reach the medical stan- 
dard. Elsewhere, there was a 
private wearing the Royal Fleet 
Reserve Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal. Giving Sten-gun 
tuition was Second Lieutenant 
A. V. Burbury who wore the rib- 
bon of the Military Cross won in 
World War One, the “wings” of 
the Royal Flying Corps and the 
“wings” of the Special Air Ser- 
vice, acquired in 1948-50. Near- 
bv was a lieutenant with the rib- 

. . <  

T n a ~ d g b t f o r t b e l # b C o r m t y d L w d w  
Hosv Gwrd B.thHoq at mC DoLe d York’m 
aaQ1..rta,- I Through thc cramped orderly room, khaki 

figurra passed to the armoury to draw weapons. Most 
received the same greeting, irrespective of the rank 
indicated on their uniforms: “Good evening, Mr. 
So-and&.” Some were hailed by ranks which did 
not coincide with the insignia on their battledress. 
One who wore a major’s crowns was called “Colonel.” 
The reason : in the Home Guard, everyone is simply 
a “member” until he oa on parade. Only then does 
his Home Guard radk matter. In the course of half 
an hour a general may beawne a private and then 
a general again. 

In the next roam, the Commanding Officer, Lieuten- 
antColonel N. L. St. P. Bunbury, DSO (in private 
life, Brigadier, late Frontier Force Rifles) was studying 
thc training programme with the second-insommand, 
Major B. Read Taylor, MC (formerly a Regular lieu- 
tenantcolonel in the South Staffordshire Regiment). 

A pile of greatcoats stood on a table. On the wall 

The faca d a p m h ~ e :  I.& h rl- t: Majw A. H. Mirehell, DCM; Z/Li.ur. H. C. V. Jolhff, h m w  qmadmn 
hdar, RAF; and rhe Medical OHicsr, Major 1. Skme hirh, an Inhnrry &ice, in World War One. 

0;l the miniature range, Com- 
pany Sergeant-Major M. V. 
Barton was giving Sten-gun in- 
struction with an aid of his own 
devising. It consists of a cylinder 
which throw a thin, powerful 
beam of light parallel with the 
barrel when the trigger is pressed. 

When training had been going 
on for an hour or so, Regimental 
Sergeant-Major A. E. Butler 
DCM began rounding up the 
Battalion for a lecture. RSM 
Butler won hs decoration in 
World War One, with the 6th 
C O U I  of , endon ,Riff=, a Ter- 
rito umt in whch he was a 
bombing sergeant. He was in the 
Home Guard in World War Two, 
and at one time wrth a unit 
known as the London Taxi 
Column. This was a flying squad 
in which a company consisted of 
24 taxis, each manned by a cor- 
poral (its driver) and six armed 
men. 

The Myre r  was the Bat- 
talion’s &edical officer, Major T. 
Skene Kdrh, a disting4shed 
pathologist who was an Infantry 
ofticcr in the Queen’s Royal Regi- 
ment in World War One, before 
transferring to the Royal Army 
Medid  Corps. He was a Hohle 
Guard medical officer in World 
war  Two. 

The nominal rolls of the Bat- 
talion list, among others, a com- 
pany quartermaster - sergeant 
who was a wing-commaader in 
the Royal Air Force, a second- 
lieutenant who was a squadron- 
leader and a compsny quarter- 
mastersergeant who was a Sap 
per major. On the Resuvc roll 
is a private after whose name 
appear the letters CBE, DSO, 
MC and another with CMG (a 
diplomat by profession). That 
does not mean that all members 
of the Home Guard are men with 
dishgubhed careers. mere arc 
plenty who have earned cam- 
paign ribbons as privatm or non- 

, commissioned ofticcrs; there are 
a few who have had no previous 
military service. 

“The Home Guard attracts 
keen and patriotic men,” says 
Lieutenant - Colonel Bunbury. 
“Many have found the way to the 
Territorial Army barred by age 
or physical disabilities, so they 
have turned to the Home Guard. 
Many do far more than the statu- 
tory I5 hours of training every 
three months. 

“Those on the reserve roll are 
equally keen, but cannot spare 
the time to train regularly. How- 
ever, we know what they can do 
and where they can be fitted into 
the unit. They are good men who 
will not he snapped up by 
sane other organisation if war 
comes. They would be among 
the first considered for promo- 
tion in war, when the Battalion 
would fill with them and with 

grounds belonging to the Royal 
Hospital. Chelsea, and at week- 
en& parties go to Pirbright or 
Wormwood Scrubs for shooting. 
The Battalion is now negotiating 
for permission to use a row 
-of derelict buildings for street 
fighting. 

Off-duty, the Battalion runs an 
all-ranks social dub, and pro- 
duas  its own magazine. In this 
you may read that a company 
sergeant-major (lieutenant-colo- 
nel) has reverted to private at his 
own request because businsss 
takes him out of London and 
that a private has been lost for the 
next four years because he will 
be in Liberia as president of the 
development corporation. 

The Battalion is a cadre unit 
of the Home Guard, which 

- 

war-time. One battalion has a 
retired as a private. lieutenant-general serving 

The Home Guard age-groups 
are in almost inverse proportion 
to those of the Regular Army. In 
a census of 20 London District 
battalions, it was found that 
40.5 per cent were over 50, 25.3 
per cent between 40 and 50,202 
per cent between 30 and 40, and 
only 14 per cent under 30. More 
than 57 out of every hundred 
men had previously served in the 
Army; 26 were veterans of World 
War One and 40 of World War 
Two. About one in ten had 
served in both Wotld Wars. 
More than 40 in every 100 served 
in the 194045 Home Guard. 

Besides the cadre battalions, 
there are effective battalions with 
an enrolled strength of 300 as 
well as re3ervists. Those west of 
a line from Flamborough Head 
to Selsey Bill are cadre battalions, 
and those east of the line effective 
battalions, except in London, 
which has mostly cadre bat- 
talions. 
The men and women (four 

women may join each cadre bat- 
talion, 12 each effective batta- 
lion) receive uni€orm and travel- 
ling and suhsistence allowances. 
Anyone between the ages of 18 
and 65 may join provided he has 
no Reserve commitment Re- 
servists who apply to join have 
their casea considered individu- 
ally by the War Office. OUicers 
of the Cadet Force may serve 
simultaneously in the Home 
Guard, as officers or in the ranks. 

The task of the Home Guard 
is defence against airborne at- 
tack and against small seaborne 
raids; protecting key-points 
against raids and sabotage: help- 
ing with civil defence; and 
defence against invasion. 

Home Guard battalions take 
the name8 of their counties. The 
members wear the badges of their 
county regiments except in the 
County of London, where they 
wear the Royal Fusiliers’ badge. 
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was a map of Chelsea and Kensington which is used 
for instructing the men on the topography of the 
Battalion a m .  Greatcoats and maps.were there 
because there was nowhere else to put thrm. The two 
rooms and a mal l  combined store and armoury are 
all the administrative space the Battalion has. With 
few stores, no transport, no rations, and only two paid 
soldiem in each battalion, the Home Guard is Britain’s 
most economical fighting force. 

The Battalion’s permanent staE consists of the adjut- 
ant / ouartennaster. Cantain 

- 
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TO find mnutllal mmbin&ons of d 1  ribbans d kn*. ilaipnk, 
r*k n w  Home Gwrd kmHw. Secand h k n n r  A. V. Em 
wbo w n  awarded tk. Milikry C l o r  in Warld War One, wwn -9; 
winss warn in rhe Rorol Flyins Corn br- his .horldw-rh d rho 

Sped01 Air %U gained with rho MLh’ RH1.r in 1918-50. 

W.E.Neiu-Hall (Who joined the 
Queen’s Bays as a trooper and 
left as a major) and his civilian 
clerk, Mr. L. T. R. Shergold. 
On training nights, Mr. Sher- 
gold becomes Warrant Officer 
Class Two Shergold, and on his 
breast arc, among others, the 

new rermits.” means that its establishkent of 
enrolled members is 100, in addi- 

some own-air trainine in tion to its reservists. It has. in 
In summer, the Battalion does = e * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

NGS SHOW THE WAY: 
i 
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"AN right, a//  right, I admit I never 
o cleaner cookhous  floor^ 

* * * * * * * * * *  

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
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2 m S O L D I E R  
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"And I say without faor 
of contradiction , . . ., ''1s this the right way to gef 

to the detention hrocks?" L. .. .~ 

" T M s  fatk-he preferred to remoio in ihe ronb." 
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