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But this was no iawion. On that sunny afternoon at WMey 
Common on the Portsmouth Road, men of the Parachute Regimcnt 
wnrrpcnacting a sancfromthc German invasion of Crete. 17 years 
ago to help former war artist Tccencc Cunoo capture the atmosphcn 
Of-btUe for one of two pictures he has painted for the Royal Le*tster- 

A f-r m? 8rtkt ib Mphg 
to b rh  regimental bi8torja 
up to date by painting batth 
w r r r o s t t ~ t k a l r a r t l w a ~ .  
kmttly ha uornpktd two out- shire Regimnt. 

The story rrauY k&h with SOLDIER. Looking through theissuc 
of September, 1957. the Colonel of the Regiment, Lisutmant-Gcneral 
Sir colio Callan&, saw a reproduction of Mr. Cunso’s dramatic 
painting, Opcni of the Minefields at El Alamein.” 

For some tune the General had ken anxiou8 to papehratc on 
canvas the Regiment's gallantry in both World Wars and looking again 
at theEl Alamin s~llc hedecided that Mr. cum0 should be asked to 
paint the two pictures. 

To represent World War One G c n d  callanda chose the winning 
of the Victoria Cross by Licutcoant I. C. Bamtt, a Territorial e r  
serving with the Ist/Sth Battalionof the Royal Lcioestnshirr Regiment. 
His choice was based00 his wish to portray for youngsoldirra Wcon- 
ditions in which that w r  was fought and to inspire Uum with ulis 
incident of a gallant young officw: leading a night attack against a YQY 
heavily defended German machinegun position. 

For World War Two the Genexal sought a compkte contrast and 
OVER.. . 











‘ 3  Shakespeare s Town Honours 
The Royal Engineers have been good friends to the people of Stratford-upon- 
Avon dnce the early days of World War Two. Now the link has been strengthened 
by the granting of the freedom of Shakespeare’s native town to the S a w r r  

L 

N hbmk oftberhr Avoa h s u a p a r r ’ s a r t i r e  StrntIord 
1 - o f ~ ~ O f M ~ W a ~  0 The audicnceS mamll.d that groujm of acton appearing 

from distant parts of the ground which seemed to have no communica- 
tion arith each other, came into 
view at d y  the right moments. 
The secret? A telephone net- 

WorL, sct up and manned by mm 
of the Royal Engineem. 

This is one example of the way 
the Sappers join in the life of 
Stratford-upon-Avon which has 
now shown its appreciation of the 
parr they play hy conferring its 
Frredan oa the CQW of Royal 
EwiQe=. 
The Linkhehvecn the town and 

the corps goes back only to 1940. 
Thm, after Dunkirk, the War 
OBce 0- “ckar the ports.” 
Dumps of cmginer stores began 
to appear at Long Marston, five 
miles out of Stratford. Fmm this 

- 

Stratford could have doue with 
its military neighborn before. As 
the Mayor, Councillor H. W. 

Guyver, said at the Freedom 
c4cmony, during the Civil Wars 
one arch of the town’s ancient 
bridge oyer the Avon was d e  
m o W  in military operations. 
“Not having a Royal Engkcm 
Depot at Long Mamton in thog 
dam we had to wait anznlyears 
More the bridge was repaid.” 

Relations betwen tbe Depot 
and the town have ken good 
from the start. “A large commu- 
nity like the Depot, only a few 
miles away, is bound to make an 
impact on a plaa IIICO Stratford, 
add the impact has been a gocd 
onq” Stratford‘s town ClCrL, Mr. 
T. E. Lowth, told SOLDIER. 
Having ken a sol+u h d  (4 
the Royal Wanwksbm Reb 
mcnt) Mr. Lowth has seen - 
thing of the impact of military 
units on towns elsmhen. 

Many of the contacts between 
the town and the Depot follow 

“- ; . , - >, 

The Sappers 
the ptm of gocd pcrsoDpl and ford‘s “swordofsatc” &amied’ 
dficial rrlatioos behukn aoy m procesliolr kfmt of the 
Law unit and its civilian neigh- Mayor. l%stwohn&dweapon, 
bourn. councinorn and m~nci l  f a  rkt  tcn ia~hes IW, is borne 
oUicials mat otticas socially and by a uniformed Ssunadccud by 
on busiaess; troops play both for. .the Mayor from one of the 
and against- the town’s sports 
teame; the Sappm an uwrr in 
aome capacity or other at Uow. 
ahowa and Armistice Day and 
Mayor’s Sunday mmmnica; the 
Depot baps the lqcal civil 
Dsfwa organkfiea; and soon 
the Gnnhincd Cadct Force of 
SbpLcspearc’s old sfbool will be 
awlitcd to the Raysl Engineem 
instead of the Depot of the Royal 
WalwiCMk Regiment, W W  
is maging into that of the 
F o r a e r ~ i n ~  ire. 
j WhatnaLesthelinkbetwc+thc 
town and Depot un-I ia what 
d e s  Stratfd different from 
any other town ofSimiLvh the 
memory of ShpLespcua and all 
that is done to keep it alive. on S h a L a p a F e ’ S  birthday, the 
town dcbrntes in a big way, and 
the mm from Long Marston line 
the streets for the ceremony. 
During the day, &gr of aoac 90 
countries arc hoistul, d y  
by npresentatiw.~ of thog states. 
If np reprorrntatives arc available, 

‘ gursb of the cor- 
$ Z S & t  for, tbsn. This 
year, the aae of perssuoY went 
to the mast-head at the hands 
of colonel H. R. Granwood, 
mmmander of No. 1 Enginca 
stores Depot. 
on sholrapeerc Sunday. strat- 

Scrvicos~or vduntary -&a- 
tioas. T b i s ~ i t w u c a m e d b y  
RSM F.. W. Bellis from bug 
Marston. 
This year, too, the chpthsm 

Band of the Royal Engineers 
played both during the shpksb 
pcare’sbinbdayspd~rchalespare’s 
S U n d a Y f d l o ~  Nowthat 
the Corps has the town’s Fme- 
dom, Coloncl G r a n d  says 
firmly, “Every year in futurc a 
Royal l3nehem &nd wiil play 
on these oasricrrp.” so far, uwrr has been no sign 
of th Shakespeare Momorial 
Thoatn hving Royal Engineers 
to pioy ddim in its productions. 
as Cownt Garden Opera HOUSC 
hfs ouardsmen. “But we’ll he 
looking into the possibilities of 
that,” says G~Ionel Granwood. 

AtCoventoarden,thearrpngb 
mat came about h w  Quem 
V i r i a  Uikd the unmilitary 
operatic SOMim ahc saw on the 
stage. The.Royal lhghccm bave 
no compinints a b u t  the sddm 
they we on the stage at Stratford. 
They arc still Chuddb over a 
ctverful inspeuion hy a guwal 
wbich  we of them saw in a 
production of “ M a  way That 
Ends Wdl” at the Memorial 
Tbewe the ~ t . W o r e  the 
Freedom ceremony. 
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MEDOM, high-day1 hlgh-doy, fmedmnl 
W l l l S h o k ~ ~ h c l d n o C h i n ~ i i k e t h e ~ n g  
0 t h  Freedom d his notire Smtfo-Avon 

on the Royal Engineem In mind when he wrote that 
line, but it is l i k e  that he would have debmkd the 
occasion with something w l i 7  jubilant. 

He might, indeed, have paid them the sort of tribute he 
put inta the mouth of the Duke of York in Henry Vi, who. 
speaking of Kenahhmen, said: 

F 

In them I trust, for rhq an  soldiers. 
Witty. EOUMOUS, liberal, fdl af spirit. 
Shakespeare liked ddlem, to judge fram hh play& and 

he certainly knew a good deal about them. One writer 
has made a gaad case for supposing not merdy that 
Shakespeare s e d  aa a ddler, but that he n0Ch.d the 
rank of sergeant. 

k h tempting w go one further and try t o  show that ha 
was an engineer, since one can show alrnort anything by 
quoting lines from Shakespeare out of context. RaJisting 
thattmptatian. however,it isfairtosaythatShakapeare 
knew a good deal about military engineering of hh day. 
He certainly knew i t a  language. Hotspur. dreaming 
martial dreams, was heard by hir w4fe w b. talking in hk 
h P  of 
. . . transke. Mtr. 
Wpcrlhodoer. f d m  wrcrpco. 
Shakespeare gets down to the techniqw of siege mining 

in Henry V, when that garrulaau Welsh offkcr. Hwlien, 
reporrr 

Tell you the Duke it is mn so gad to come m theminw; for, 
look you, the mines is mn according m the disciplines of war; 
the omcavitks af it is )#( rufficicm Far. Imk you. th’mh- 
mrsary-yau may dlrcuu it unto the Duke, look yau-is digt 
hinuelffaur yard under the carnomnimr; by Chghu, I think 
‘a will Now all. if rhum h mn better dimctians. 
Shakrrpeam, indeed, h fond d minas and cwntormtnes. 

I WHI delve one yard belaw t h i r  dnsr 
Andbl~(hemwtbenr0on. 

The Bard of Avon air0 knew something about anorher 
Royal Enginwn’ activity-camouftagr In Macbuh, the 
w i t c h  tell him he will not be vanquirhed until 

Hamlet, thhnouning revenge, sap 

G m x  Birnom Wmd m high Dunrinane Hill 
Shall came against him. 
Come against him it d w .  when his Wager  in Birnam 

le( erey suldkr hew him down a baugh 
And tear’t before him; thereby shall we shadow 
Tk. numbers ofwr ht. and make dhcoreq 
E n  in rspon af us. 
But however much Shakespeare knew abaut miiitary 

englneering, there is one passage which proves he was mt 
a military engineer himself. it is that in which Hamlet says 

Wood orders 

. . . ‘tis the sport w have the engineer 
Hain with his mvn e r .  
No Sapper could hove written that. 
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TROUP 
and &Third Division fough# ad& 
laying action with the F d  be 
forere- Astherhsdowshg- 
thened Victor’s CdrmUrJ left thc 
cowofawoodaadfPosdthehcpUias. 

The Frcach Iight &v&y were 
thefirsttomove..Tbeyhvasd 
towards the town to teat the 
Spaniards who replied with fire 
along the whole of their line. l k  
enaay wa-e (00 far &for it to do 
any damage and Wdksky was 
amazed to sk four Spanish 
battalions break and Ba. For- 
tunately, not all the spanisrds 
were 50 panicky and mc re- 
maindea6lkdthe~. 

Apart from the 8tKfnnit of the 
caroDchac$ellin,wbichthe 
5ecmd Division m.re about to 
occupy, the British were now in 
posgon. victor waa quick to 
nohathatthercwacnotroqa 
on the summit andleabed that if 
hecouMtalcaitthellliescDnld 
not hold their line. so. in the @h@zing dunk he 
sent tbF& reghwnta to take tbs 
hillfmmthncddrs. OlCLoa 
the nay in the dark the tcEoed 
wan sbqged by tbs Btitiah Fi 
Division h t  thc t h q  the 9th 
L . e e r , & B d t h c h e t .  

GcacdHil iwantalkingto 

nwded the llt 
~ ~ b e s a w n m o n t h e  
aummitfbuafewsimts. 
theyw&&I)ritishheordsod 
D o n d t a n t 0 ~ ~ 6 r i u g .  I t w  
not until he Waa aimort st thc top 
of the hiu that DooclLn leabed 
the mistake. Wounded, and par- 
rowly avoiding capture, DoadLn 
got backto S t W m t t ’ 8 M a n d  
the 29th and the 1st Battalion of 
the 48% with their bayonets 
Icvellsd, charged and swept the 
Fnoch, into the Portina. Thrrs 

ofthecnemywackiued. T At wn&xtdayWellcskyssw 
the enemy drawn up ready for 
battle. AfewFrmchtmop8wa-e 
p M  in front of the Spaniards 
but the& body of theformida- 
Me fora opposed t k  British and 
p r a s a r e d t o ~ t h e i % F O D C  
Meddlin. 

At 5 am. thc French artillery 
opaaiUPeqdW*ly- 
%wart’s and Tilson’s brilpdes, 
epsy tarper0 on the skyline, to lie 
down. Smoke from the Fnoch 
guns wen EO tbkk that the first 
Hin’s Division knew ofthe French 
advancewasslhmtheirown 
SkLmisharcnmc hackup the hill. 

whenthenlmkeclsarrdthe 
enemy wac only 100 yards away. 
“‘Advance” mated Hill and his 
DlvisiW kapsa to theh f&t and 
wt in a trrmmdoua volley which 

,hal!ed the French. Durins the 
furious that fdlmed 
colond Domnan mdc along the 
linecnowngioOhirmal. 

cobod -Aof% 

W E D  THE FRENCH 

The two Batralions ofthe48th 
werenowsidebys ide inthe  
antm, them on their left and 
TBC M E  and 66thoetheir right. 

The French fue rlpckmed and 
Hill’s mea, bayon& e*smine, 
toredoam thealopcanddmvcthe 
~ e I m n y i n t o t h e  
Patior. For the -d tim 
v i s  dhnts to mtml the 
Corro D e  Medellin had failed. 
After four hOd’@Jlting in the 
aw&iugSpacliah QPI a halt waa 
alled for both side8 to remove 
tbdr wounded. In a strange lull 
amnied of a few moments Wore 
met brieay as friends and drank 
to@kfromas- 
In the early afternoon Victor 

made his t h i i  auempt on the ha. 
and again fightmg rspsd all along 
tkBritiShlii. ontherightthe 
Fourth Division twre drove the 
F d  tack in disorder. In the 
centre the First Division, out- 
numbered hy two to one, waited 
until the enany was wthin 50 
yards, then eight battalions 6red a 
volleysimultaaeouslyaodcharge4 
driving V i r ’ s  m n  beyond the 
Wrtina. 

. .  

OaebipdcWL?&haltCdbe 
y d  the brook but tbc Guard8 
and the Kws German Legion 
svent too far, tect the frah aoops 
which V i  had held in rcservc 
and were t h m  tack. 
The French, msiw victory, 

PlnnuedhotlY and altholl&&rCs 
fighting was stiU gdng on on the 
hill, weueaby ordered the 48th 
to S(em the tide. 

A s t h e 4 s t h r u s h o d ~ t h e  
b i u c o l o a d D a r d l u r ’ S k O C C ~  
ab.aacd. He epllcd the next 
senior ofiicg, took df hit hat, 
bowed and Mid, “Major Middk- 
more, Touwill have the honovr of 
lesding the 48th.to the chge.” 

It d as dthe48th would 
be swept away by the retreating 
Britii troop but calmly they 
whkied bnck by companies to let 
themthrougtqputinade8dIymus- 
kehy fire and with their bayonets 
s t o w  the French advance. 
.This hrilli.nt action gave the 

Guards and the Germans time to 
raUy and all along the line the 
Frenchbceontoretreat. Thebattle 
was over and none had done more 
towinitthanthe48th. Ofthe700 

m e c l o f t h e ~ t w h o m n t  into action that day Dearly 250 

Waewledorwouodcd. 
ColooclDwdlPahadtobe 

left behind in Talavem when the 
army withdrew a few daya later. 
He died of hir wounds and was 
buried with full military honours 
by the French. Major Middkmore 
bsamcCoIomlofthe48thin 1843. 

The Regiment’s reward for ik 
glorious actkm in the battle came 
in 1816 when the F’rince R-t 
decreed that the word “TalaVe.ra” 
should be bome on the Colours 
and pppointmmk. 

Today the Northamptomhire 
t celebrate thcir victory 

at The &vera NorUlsmptonahire M a Reghmtal Regi- day. 

ment rejoice in the nicknarna 
‘‘The Black Cuffs’’ (from the 
colour of their facings in the 18th 
century) and ‘The steelbacks“ 
they (from edured the stoicism aOepine with as a punish- which 

ment) and were the last British 
regimmt to carry CokIura into 
battle-at Laing’s Nek in the 
Boer war. 

K. J. HAElpoBD 
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“The Army makes a man of you all right. I ftorted of In thc WRAC.” 

“Oh. yes, I’ve got o lot 
to thanlr the Army far..” 

- -  
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“This is f a m a l c .  h’s gat my number on it!” ................ 

“Before we were married you 
never cored if I was in step.” 

‘’ This beer’s terrible. 1’11 be glad when I’ve had enough.” Courtay U.S. A m y  Times 

I’ W e  interrupt this pragramme to present Glo-Brlte, the wmder boat pollsh.” 
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