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Coptain of the jugby XV at It. They &palled his Chriition name ir 
P4’8, young Mantpornq poses the school nguter in 1902. In 1926 
with his worn. cmwtesy ,-I pnrr they b l i n k  it on the ploque (right). 
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NOW ‘BERNARDO’ n e  thougnr suosequent genera- 
tions of boys who saw the por- 
traits would ask what sort of 
men these were. 

“We were both I ~ f ~ t r y  sol- 
diers. He was in the Grenadier 
Guards, I was in the Royal War- 
wickshire Regiment. We both 
became Colonels of our regi- 
ments. We were both over the 
age of 50 when we reached high 
command in the field. We were 
both Knights of the Garter. 
Marlborough appears to be 
wearing some sort of body 
armour. We may come to that. 
He died at the age of 72. I am 
hoping I shaU not. 

“I have devofed the whole of 
my adult life to soldiering and the 
profession of arms. Marl- 
borough, ,besides being the lead- 
ing rmlitary personality of 
Europe, was alqo the leading 
diplomatic and political person- 
ality of Europe. In those days 
the same man could perform the 
two functions. I don’t believe 
you can today. I think the Ger- 
mans professionalised wir and 
that democracy has professional- 
ised politics. I have never at- 
tempted to mix in politics. War 
is a very rough game. Politics, I 
think, is perhaps worse.” 

Field - Marshal Montgomery 
also leadership. had something He defined to say it as about “the 

capacity and the will to rally men 
and women to a common pur- 
pose, and the character that in- 

-spires confidensa.” Lesdership 
depended on truth and character, 
but the element of truth was not 
always understood. A leader 
must speak the truth to those 
under him. 

“I did not alwarJ in the war tell 
all the soldiers all the puth. It 
was not n-saryand might have 
compronud secrecy, but I did 
tell them what it was necessary 
for them to h o w  to play their 
part and what I did tell them was 
true, and they knew it and that 
built W e  up their were confidepce.” enmtuwal forces 

bottled up in man, and when one 
wan dealing with a large number 
of men-he had had two million 
under command -these emo- 
tional forces were trrrief They 
had to have s o d  outlet. “It has 
to be one that is positive and 
constructive, warms the heart 
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‘MON-TY’ ,IS vegetables and finally meat. The! the h C h  Of llanilndy 
slept in a cage in the 00icers 
mew and were taken for walks 
every day, following pivate 
Brick like affcctionap dogs. 
Wben they were eight montl- 

old the cub’ friendly habit 
nipping o&ers’ 1- &reas 
their popularity and the animals 
were flown to London and pro 
sented to Regent’s Park Zoo. 

Another patrol of the IIIMIp- 
shim was attacked by a croco- 
dile in Pahang. While searchilrg 
for ambush positions;;rnCn of 
“D” Company had to crow B nar- 
row, muddy rivu. Tlle 61 
three men stepped on to a “fall4 
log” and jumped to the oppo- 
site bank. The fourth stumbled 
and kiaL#l the “log” which 
sprang up, open$ its cavernous 
mouth and flung itself at the rest 
of the trol The nearest man 
jumQaPPupwards with his legs 
wide opwl and the crocodile 
passed between them. The others 
took hasty cover and the croco- 
dile dived back into the river. 

A sergeant in the same com- 
pany had as near an escape from 
death as any man can have when. 
a King Cobra-ne of the most 
deadlv snlrkes in the wnrld- 

It happened in 1944. The vic- 
tor of Alamein had come home 
to take command of Z l s t  Army 
Group, the striking force for the 
invasion of Europe. St. Paul‘s 
School had evacuated to Win- 
chester in 1939 and the buildiug, 
which had been headquarters of 
Britain’s invasion defences, now 
became headquarters of the inva- 
sion olPensive. (Later it was to 
be headquarters of the Austrian 
Control Commission and then 
the Polish War office before 
beiig restored to its owners.) 

“Monty’s First Eleven,” the 
well-tried Staff who had been 
with him in the Western Desut 
and Italy, moved into the class- 
rooms. The schoolboy who had 
never entered the High Master’s 
room now took it over as his 
office. He lived just across the 
road. 

“I received some extremely 
rude letters from inhabitants of 
Hammersmith to ask me to go 
away,” he recalled. “At that time 
there WIF some attention being 
paid to London by German 
bombers, and this particular area 
had received some of it. Jndeed, 
some members of my hpdquar- 
ters were killed in houses nearby. 
I have never discovered an evi 
dence that the G ~ M  Le; 
this building was my headguard 
ters.” 

In St Paul‘s School, the &IS 
for the invasion were rbo8st 
When they were complete, Field- 
Marshal Montgom left his 
staff to work out t h X k L s ,  and 
8* ofl by private train t o  Visit 
the invasion troops, making those 
famous speecbea which increased 
his already Breat popnlaritv, 
r o d  the enthusiasm of hm 
armies, and caused concern in 
wrtain quarters in whitehan. 

On 15 May. 1944, the King and 
Queen, Mr. Winston Churchill, 
General Dwight D. Eismhowu 
and many high commanders 
gathered in St. Paul‘s School to 
hear the details of the final plan 
from Field-Marshal Montgom- 
ery. St. Paul‘s part in the 
invasion was nearly over. 
To commemorate these 

momentous events, the High 
Master’s room has been redecor- 
ated. At one end is a new fire- 
place over which is a Latin in- 
scription to the erect that the 
memorial was dedicated “By 
Paulinca in honour of a Pauliie, 
Bernard Law Montgomery, 
Leader of Leaders, on account of 
the warlike plans made up in this 
room and on account of the final 
victory Q V ~  Gerniany in 1945.” 
In the Latin, the Field-Marshal‘s 
first name is rendered as 
“Bernardo.” 

At the other end of the room a 
portrait of Field-Marshal Mont- 
gomery hangs beside one of 
another Pauline general, the first 
Duke of Marlborough. (Their 
arms face each 0th- from the 
st-G-i-gIass windows in the 

school hall.) Inside tho door is a 
parchment, rmrding the his- 
toric events which occurred in 
the school in 1944. Since all this 
has been done to remind future 
Paulinea of their legacy, it seems 
likely that admission to the High 
Master’s room will no longer be 
restricted to offenders. 

Field - Marshal Montgomuy, 
who went to the school to unveil 
the plaque, called on the High 
Master, Mr. A. N. Gilkes. to 
translate the Latin iascriptioa 
“I don’t understand Latin,” said 
the Field-Marshal. “I never 
cared about Lath. 1 was a mathe- 
matician-quite a good one, 
actually.” 

It was a great honour, said the 
Field-Marshal, for his portrait 
to hang beside Marlborongh’s. 

HE High M.sta‘a mom 
at St. plul.s sebod, 
Hammersmith - t he  T shod WW hugM Jubn 

Miltm and s.olUe1 Pef#ya-ll.B 
b s d e  PI- 

Few of the boys who have 
entered the room, however, have 
noticed its architectural merits. 
Most of them have peen pro  
occupied with thex mssion-to 
rcccive punishment. Many a boy 
who has passed through the 
school with an unblemished 
record never saw the inside of 
the Hieh Master’s roan. 

One- virtuous Pauline was 
Bernard Law Montgomery, a 
day boy from 19132 fo 1996. He 
was an important member of the 
school, captain of the tughy 
hftem, a member of the &kat 
and swimming teams, captain of 
one of the clubs which at St 
Paul’s take the place of “houcus” 
-and a private in the OBiCers’ 
Train& Corps. “But,” Field- 
Marshal V i w t  Montgomery 
of Alamein told the school re- 
CeOUY, “I had to wait until I Was 
a commander-in-chief before I 
entered that room.” 

slitheied across his knees while Field-Modal 1;18n(p- in-h the Combined Cadet F ~ ~ s ~  sontin- 
he was resting in a buho in pent. Me once poroded hen as a piivate. W o w  With the Hiph Moster, 
Pahang. The petrol had settled Mr. A. N. Giikw, ha - thrweh the ranks of pmnt-dny Poulina. 
down on a hillside by the j&e’s 
e d p  when the giant sllake,-ap 
parently wanting to drink in a 
nearby strcam, streakd through 
the nuddle of the position. Seeing 
the men, it changed its course, 
shot through the sergeant’s basha 
and disappeared into the jungle. 

In Kenya, security patrols 
have had frequent clashes with 
rhinoceros, buffalo and elephant. 
If an animsl has to be shot, de- 
tails must be reported to the local 
game warden. 
When a rhinoceros attacked a 

patrol of the 1st (East Africa) 
Reconnaissance Squadron in the 
Aberdarea, all the m h i  sscaped 
into the b w b w  except one- 
Trooper Justo. As the rhino 
charged, its horn went between 
the trooper’s legs, neatly depriy- 
ing him of his trousers. Thc toss 
deposited him in front of a 
second rhino which trod on his 
foot. Both animals made off, 
leaving Trooper Justo little the 
worse. 
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