










than the No. 4; the bprnl is 21 opsnafterthelastroundhasbccn 
i n c h  long as against 25 inches. firrd. The bolt ,is cl& either by 
Thewqmniswcllbahmxdand depmeing the catch after E- 

ATUIST.. .  mE SELMBIDEII (continued) 

cannot unlock until after the wards whilcs’the riRe is firin& c&tahandk;whi&isnotsur- loadingorbydrawingtheaxk- 
blfI48thar*AthCberrol. with the risk of distracting the prising a+ i ts .  makers, the inghandkback. 

T& ri& has two distinctive k. Bec%w it is no! v- Fabrique Nation& &Armss de Either the B r i t k h d c s i i  . fcatum not found on ordinary nentlyfixcd tothebolt, itcannot G ~ p r o d u a s o m e o f t h e b g t  opt id  sight or the normal 
rifles: a’ pistol g4, (like that on be used to fom the mechanism swrhng ri&S and shot-guns in aperture sight fiu) pe unploycd. 
the Bmn gwn) fits snugly forward agaiaat a damaged round the worM. Troop trials will decide w b i i  k 
.behind the trigger guard, &d a orp”eC olptnaion and so caw The F.N.’s ’ holds ZO tobeadoptd. 
coc4ing handle plaesd (unlike on a p m  which only an a ~ o u r n  ‘rounds and w r * t - a n d - a -  By.ngulating the gas cylinder 
the Brm) on the l & - W  side. couldrepak. quartaouncar when empty, and the nffc can be uscd to fin the 
In this paitiom the cocking In its present fom..the rifle one pduiul nineandaquarter Energagenadt. 
handle ie easy ta operate and t k  without the magkzinc attached OunesSfuK Hoprevsr,itisintmded In a dnnonsuaton of theF,N. 
ritk can be kcpr rougMy aligned weighs nine pounds three ounces that rg-loading shpll normally be on a miniature range at the 
on the target whsn ramdying (a few ounces heavier than the donefromfivbroundclips which T o m  of London, Wamnt- -. NordosstBecccking No.4rifb). ItsoMaaulcngthis thesoldiawillbnrryinbmdolie.rs. orsdr Douglas Maber of the 
hPndkil(0rs bpdoRards and for- SdlArmsSchoolCorpsmgagsd 

- 

4lt indrcs, three inchsr clhorter For this reason the W t  r e p a d  
firnlre ta- --tin- nm .__._ __- ._._. _-_ --._ 

.> .’. 250 yards away, firing sin@ 
,+,+,.i ;.,, F . shorn and bursts of automatr 
m::-\ 486 fire at the rate of about 650 

.:A“fi,2.6z rounds a minute. All shots were 
on target. 
Major-General F. R. 0. 

Matthew, Director of Infantry, 
said the new rifle when mass- 

, , :.- produced would cost about f30. 
* . ’ .  F?obably-nts w@d be 

’ . .  madc for factories u1 Bntain to 

c , 

c . 
I 
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. 
NEW RIFLE WILL. ALTER 

TACTICS 4 N P  7 . 1  
NTRODUCTION of tfie self-londiag riRe ia likely to bave far- 
raehingeffatr en thefuture mrkwpnrd OrgfMktiOn of the Amy.  

Bsrpse aI the imasea&power rhkh canbe brought to bear 
by the F.N. nad the U A1 sub-- (desmibed in M month’s 

SOLDIFSO, me battle OrsnaisotiW and lactica of every nnn--p.rIia!- 
wiy meInfnnhy--mpYbave to be 
cbnged. The A w y  wlu Pmb.blY 
kv? fewer ri&s .nd mm sub- 
-c lbemm 
AU a m  will receive both 

weapons but in varying propor- 
tions accordiog to their needs in 
action. The hfant?y will have the 
largest proportion of r k .  
Thcsc new automatic weapons 

I 
will not, however. oust the Bren 
gun. Thisweaponwill bemodikd 
to fire the new ,300 inch ammuni- 
tion and will have a new magazine 
which will be interchangeable 
with that of the F.N. The future 
of the Vickers medium machine- 
gun is still undecided. It may be 
replaced by a new and lighter air- 
cooled machine-gun firing the new 
.3OO-inch round. 

Because of the shape and 
mechanic4 construction of the 
new nffe drastic changes will have 
to be made in the present form of 
arm drill. As the main spring is 
housed in the butt the rifle must 
not be banged on the ground as 
the present bolt-action ri& often 
is in the interests of smartness 
and pision.  This dots not 
mean that the F.N. is not a sturdy 
weapon. A Wa; offia expert 
says, “It will stand up to rough 
%matment very well, but continual 
banging on the ground wuld 
damage the mechanism.” 
Guards and Light Infantry 

regiments and the School of 
vantry at Warminster @ve bkn 
mgtruded to C X b t M i t h  new 
drillmovemntp. Until themethod 
of handling is otficiaUy approved 
units will be forbidden to hold 
armdrill parades with the new *, 

The otd ri& will probably be 
retained for ceremonial purposes 
in London. 

The .rules governing rifle m t -  
inss N aho have to be revised 
but W Army Rule Association 
am not perturbed. The neQIJsBly 
alterations can be introduced 
almost overnight, they say. 

Footnote: Can MYOW saprest 
The F.N. is shorter and slimhtlv Dowlor names for the F.N.-bnd 

~ ~ h Y % s p p s d 8 W h h ~ f R C & t b r b d C a U  
Amy: -b laqwa mad w sbool mb!Pta or the T ~ f ” e n t e t b e ‘ ~ ” ~ ~ ~ p b s 8 t .  (Soon 
the R o d  Air Fomrltl facetbe sum dBjpIty.1 

The possibility that wr will become too technical for the troops 
wa&ting it has already occumd to mhy.  Military 8hnW must now 
simplii their inventions so that they can be operated by uneducated 
Tom, slow-moving Dick and helpless Harry. In World War Two that 
$liabolicaUy complex invention, the anti-aircraft predictor, was 
operated with comidcrabls success by farmers’ boys and office boys, 

.I 

I 
knowledge could 
have b g n  put on 
a button, but hap- 
~ i l v  their natural 

I 
. .  
common-sense  
would have re- 
quired consider- 
ably more space. 
S c i e n*t i s t s 

I 
moaned becuuse 
some of those who 

wen unimaginative 

was no good moaru 
handed. They soon 

needed technicians of tomorrow 
may well be the repair men. 

EXT time the boys take ’ 

man was ‘known personaUy to 
the writer, and was of excellent IEUTENANT - GENERAL 
character and behaviohr.” L Sir Brian Horrocb @And 

And, as i t  turned out, he was. quite a press for himself when he 
The editress of Womun says saidthattheyoungBritiahsoldiar 

this showed great enicrprisc on was dominated by “Mum.” 
the part of the young soldier. Wh6 is going to be the brave 
Our reader who mds the cutting man to take a cradr at wived? A 
says, a trifle sardonically, that no letter just received by SOLDEER 
doubt the young soldier “oould (not a unique one) begins: “My 
ham prcduccd his General CSrti- husband is a Regular and wp haw 
licatc of Education had it bean decided to buy his diccharps. . . .” 



THEY -P,HOTOGRAPH ' I N F L l  GHTC Scientists keaptheArmyahemdoftherestofthaworldin'thamost of the Armament Research Establkhment 
up-to-date wwpolrs, ammunition and explosives. Their 

Bhvam the two world was 
wmy Scrvice munition WM over- 

rt.rtling ad- m design and 

mada. The BtaMirhment in- 
v a ~ t d  a new type oPcorditc wh+h 
did not decay and anew w h ~ e  
which, when used with a spslal 
dslry fuzs, cnabkd a shdl to 

t b c y d c v e l o p s d ~  plotin& 
the sacnt of which was banded 
over to cormnercial Ems. Later, 
w t m  paked to pmdum an ovwl 
more powcrful explosive than any 
than known, the Establishment 
ms$e cxbauative ttsts on nearly 
200 diffamt compounds and 
found thc prmwef in RDX. This 
was used in World War Two in 

hauled and in the pocexs many 

Pd- Of W p o M  Wcrc 

penoepte WOUI and ~rplode 111- 
si& the carget. Two. yaan later 

organisation's work 
search for IMW information and ideas is  nweiending 

wps translated into 
many new and powerful weapons berod the Ruhr anal Eder Wms. of, the atomic bomb. Under. I)r. 
in World War Two. m n ,  theyworealsogive.nthe (now Si) Willkm Pcmcy more 

It was lorBely due to the Enrb- job of nelrptivine the m i c  than half the staff at Fort Hal- 
, lirhmmt's work between the warn mine, which they did in &- stead wan htchcd to thewojsct 

that Britain posmsed the b u t  ably quick time. Ahnost wmy audtheyfomodthcnuchvrofthe 
information o n m t  wcapcma pod type of enemy bomb and mioc Atomic W blcarch &tab- 
ammunition when World War pabgd through their hpnds, so Iishmcnta&ton. 
Two came. Shortam wen the that they could diDcover the srrfmt Today theheAnnammtsRcacsfcp 
main problem, and in tbe early awl quickest means of run&@ WMishmmt confinss ita IINVI- 
ycarsofthesuundwarthcEnrh- thgnharmkss. tiartolesa 
l i t  conccntratcd on bringing 
scientific knowledgo to bear on was entnuccd with the hqmt and the Soldia's point of view its work 
production. most important task in its history in still of the 5% importance. 

the EsfPMidunent was called won 

After the war the FataMiahmenl than the at-- 

E J. GROVE atrptegr of war change3 -rascar& into, and devdopnttnt , 
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“hn’t It tlm this man was relieved?" 

POLDTER 
HUMOUR 

“h .this is the srptd, Tarrier you ga 
wofkina wirh in the park I* 

“1’11 w r b  to my MP abwz you lot, I will.” I 



prcduad the four-man jungkjeep which woighsd 
not quite seven hundredweight and had a road 
s p s d  of 30 m.p.h. Fitted to it was a traik which 
could be wed as a boat to ferry the a r  and its 
Rm - r ivm.  The end of the war came 
befon it could be used opuationally in the 
Bumu jungla. 
The latmt British m i o n ,  ofkhlly known a 

the "Truck quam-ton, combat, 4 by 4," ha8 
made its a-na in all parts of the world 
where British soldiers are rrving--even in Kom 
where five d them undcnvurt troop triah. It hns 
p r o d  to be more comfortobk a c r m  country 
because of its imprevcd suspension, and also 
more powerful. I t  is built 10 stand up to very 
rough trcarm~u and is powatd by a Rolls-Row 
&ne. 90 per ccnt of the parts being intcr- 
changeabk with those of other engines in the m 
combat vehick range. 
The engm and all the ekctricpI parts are dust- 

proof and unaffected by tropical climates and 
growths. All electrical components arc fitted 
with SupprcJSors and screened to prevent wireless 
interference. A ''snort'' can be fitted as an air- 
intake for the engine and the vehick is aSigned 
to be more quickly and easily waterproofed then 
its pladaussor. 

An unusual feature not pospacaed by a y  other 
i s e p t y p  vehick is that the reverse gear 18 built 
into the war axk  casing. Separate kven  control 
the forward and werse gears and the vehick CM 
be driven in both directions thmugb the full 
range of five gears.. 

This m British vehick is the fid develop 
m ~ l t  of the chassis-ksa prototypes produced 
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i ! 
1. I 
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powerful-looking: No b t y ,  but 

theRuuianmodrrl. 

Right: n o n  mh 
vent lono l :  t h o  
Dutch  version. 

Left: Czachoslo- 
vokio hor two 
j ~ p ~ p e v e h i c l ~ ~ :  

L this is  the Skodcl. 

-- :=.!a 
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