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Soldier Readers can cut the cost
of joining the RAC.
And cut the cost of breakdowns.

Soldier Readers enjoy savings of up to £34 on
RAC Membership. And as a member you can
also save on breakdown costs - our patrols fix
more than 80% of vehicles on the spot.
Callouts are quick and, like our labour,
absolutely free. Furthermore, with personal
membership, you can call on our services no
matter whose car you are travelling in.

To join or for further details call FREE on:

0800 581077

quoting your code GE 0008.

If you are already a member of the RAC you
can enjoy discounted rates at your next
membership renewal. Call 0345 331133
for details, quoting GE 0008.

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other RAC offer. Discounts apply to certain service
levels and all payment methods except instalments. Prices include Insurance Premium Tax at the
standard rate of 2.5% on VAT exempt insurance and joining fee if applicable. All details correct at
time of publication. Full membership details in RAC Terms Of Membership
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Travelling light . . . a British paratrooper about to take part in the largest Allied parachute drop since the
Second World War hauls his personal equipment towards a waiting transport aircraft. Well wrapped in pro-
tective material, the bundle contains his bergen, rifle, rations and ammunition

British paras

make light

of casualties

SEVENTY-NINE soldiers - 41 of them British - were injured when
United Kingdom and American airborne units taking part in Exercise
Purple Star joined forces in the largest Allied military parachute drop
since the Second World War. One soldier suffered a broken pelvis.

But casualties — mostly ankle
injuries — were said to be
lighter than expected. Military
planners had forecast that four
per cent of the force would be
injured during the operation.

Nearly 2,000 troops from
Aldershot-based 5th Airborne
Brigade and 4,000 American
soldiers from the US Army’s
82nd  Airborne  Division
jumped at night from 800ft
during Operation Big Drop III.

The first wave of 146 trans-
port planes — in a formation
22-miles long — released vehi-
cles, cargo and artillery pieces
on to the drop zone (DZ) at
Fort Bragg in North Carolina.

Earlier, at Cherry Point
Marine Corps Air Station, the
British paratroop force divided

into “chalks”, one for each of
28 US C-130 Hercules aircraft
tasked to transport the 5 AB
Brigade contingent to the DZ.

The first aircraft carried the
brigade’s new commander,
Brig Graeme Lamb. Crowds
gathered at the end of the
runway to wave the aircraft off.
The propeller-driven C-130s
lifted off 15 seconds apart.

In the preceding phases of
the month-long exercise,
Britain’s 3 Commando Brigade
took part in a massive amphibi-
ous landing on a beach in the
vast US Marine Corps training
area of Camp Lejeune.

More than 50 warships and

auxiliaries gathered off the
coast during the night. While
most of the troops and vehicles
were put ashore by landing
craft, others were airlifted by
helicopters.

During the initial stages a
Cobra attack helicopter and a
Sea Knight troop carrier air-
craft collided.

Both plummeted into a
heavily-wooded area of swamp.
Fourteen American Service-
men were killed; there were
tWO SUrvivors.

All flying operations were
suspended for a time, which
meant a long delay in getting
units ashore.

At one point, 29 Commando
Regiment, Royal Artillery had

@® Turn to Page 14
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FANCY A TAKEAWAY?

Buying your next car from Natocars is as easy as ordering a chinese. Just pick up the phone, choose from a varied
menu, seek expert advice on content, place your order and in no time it's ready to collect or have delivered.

Tasty!

Naturally, it's good to 'eat’ around sometimes - spice of life and all that - but none of us like to be taken for a ride. And when the
fare can cost £10,000 or more, your taste buds may never recover!

Fortunately, the recipe for successful car buying is available and being served daily at Natocars.

Perfected over 30 years, we give customers a no-risk menu of services that guarantee an enjoyable, hassle-free experience. Value
that only the best ingredients can provide.

56 people will pander to your every need. Each model on the card (over 1,000) has a special discount tax free or tax paid. Many
have additional bonuses and you can choose from our factory fresh stock or have your car prepared to order.

You can even bring your own and we'll pay a very good price for it!

Should you wish to top up the budget, Natocars provide a choice of finance plans, plus deferred payments for your dlscounted
insurance premium. Plus, the full service also applies to our guaranteed quality range of used cars.

And, if you like cream on it, we'll even deliver to your door.
Easy? Of course!

So, don't get carried away and have others dine out at your expense, just PHONE - FREE shown * - fax or post the
coupon and we'll satisfy your appetite for your next car.

FREEPHONE FROM

*Germany- 01 3085 9806. *Helland- 06022 9806. *Belgium- 0800 14310.
Other areas- 01278 455555. Fax- 01278 450396.
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‘i '\' NATOCARS

s N A Rewarding Experience N
Membership .
Sobiriy Natocars Ltd * Wylds Road » Bridgwater ® Somerset * TA6 4DG
.g @ HYLNDAI @ b i @ m AUOI "" @
VOLKSWAGEN FORD HYUNDAJ VALXHALL VOO ROVER PEUGEOT LAND-ROVER MERCEDES-BENZ
Please send me the Natocars Buying and Price Guide, car brochures of my (_hou,e, pIus other information as shown E
Rank: _ Initials: ___ Surname; Tax Free Cars | | Used Cars [] Finance Plans :Is
i Tax Paid Cars D Part Exchange D Car Insurance DE
Anticipated delivery date: Car Deposit [ | =
— bl el s Savings Plan —
Pl o For use in (Country):
home: Fax:
I am interested in: Make / Model "'N’ATOOARS

NATOCARS LTD*WYLDS RD+«BRIDGWATER
o SOMERSET TA64DG*Tel: 01278455555« Fax: 01278450396
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Soldiers
Immune
under

firearms
amnesty

A FIREARMS amnesty being
held throughout the United
Kingdom from June 3-30 will
also include immunity for Ser-
vicemen and women.

An MoD Police spokesman
said that because many
firearms in Great Britain had
“originated through Service
sources in, for example, the
Gulf and Bosnia”, it had been
agreed when setting up. the
amnesty that the MoD Police
should play an equal role to
that of Home Office forces.

The amnesty also covers
ammunition and self-defence
sprays, which, with guns, may
be handed in to any MoD or
civilan police station.

An MoD Police amnesty
helpline — 0371 854300 — will
be open throughout the period.

Shock for
younger
leavers

RESEARCHERS are claiming
that younger people leaving the
Army have had more difficulty
finding jobs than their older
colleagues.

The Ex-Services Resettle-
ment Group says that accord-
ing to statistics from a
computer survey, two years
after discharge about twice as
many ex-soldiers hetween 20
and 24 are unemployed as their
civilian counterparts.

® Full story in Cari's Column
- Pages 12-13.

ARMED Forces Minister Nicholas
Soames visited Germany to see
staff of HQ 1st (UK) Armoured
Division going through the
Brigade and Battle Group Trainer
at Sennelager. They are due to

deploy to Banja Luka later this .

month, relieving HQ 3 (UK) Divi-
sion, which will return to Bulford.

On parade: soldiers representing different trades of the Army in which the AITO offers courses assembled
at Arborfield, one of the Service’s largest training centres and home of the Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers Training Group School of Electronic and Aeronautical Engineering and Princess Marina College

Training reorganised
under single umbrella

THE Army Individual Training Organisation (AITO) was officially launched by the
Minister of State for the Armed Forces, Nicholas Soames, on May 22.

The AITO, which came into
being on April 1, is designed to
train soldiers in their individ-
ual skills. It is responsible for
the majority of the establish-
ments needed to train 85,000
soldiers every year to meet the
needs of the Field Army and
the Quartermaster General.

To achieve this the AITO has
a military and civilian staff of
12,000. It covers 34 establish-
ments at 39 sites, and has a
budget of £495 million, making
it the largest defence agency.

It is commanded by the
Director General of Individual
Training, Maj Gen Christo-
pher Elliott, who is also the
chief executive.

A Customer Advisory Board
convened by the Adjutant
General will decide training
priorities.

Individual training is split
into three phases: basic recruit

or Phase 1 training; Phase 2
training in basic skills required
for regiments or corps; and
Phase 3 training to further
professional skills. There are
1,400 Phase 3 courses, ranging
from languages to sniping,
computing to supply logistics.

With its headquarters in
Upavon, Wiltshire, the chief
executive is supported by a
management board comprising
the heads of personnel, finance,
training plans, training man-

agement and a secretariat.

Following the launch, Mr
Soames visited Arborfield and
Winchester. Arborfield is home
to four establishments: HQ
REME Training Group; the
School of Electronic and Aero-
nautical Engineering; the
School of Equipment Support
(Army); and Princess Marina
College.

RAC, Light Division, AAC,
AGC and Int Corps recruits
are trained at Winchester.

More help for ‘risk’ recruits

AN extended recruit course is
being considered to help “risk
candidates” join up, Maj Gen
Christopher Elliott revealed at
the launch of the AITO.

The scheme is aimed at
people highly motivated to join
the Army but not fitted by their
lifestyle to be safely put into

the rigorous ten-week basic
recruit training programime.
The Army would take risk
candidates “for a week or two”,
show them how to train, then
allow them home to get them-
selves up to standard. It is seen
as an option to pass many more
people through basic training.
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Soldiers are
there when you
need them...

Counesy ol Sntmer Magazme

...please be there when
they need you

The Army Benevolent Fund provides help to any man
or woman and their families if they are serving or have
served in the British Army and are in real need. This help
is given in two ways: th rough grants to supplement Corps
or Regimental aid and by financial support to over 70
national charities providing for the special needs of those
in distress.

Our overall aim is to bring help to the many cases
where state assistance is inapplicable, inadequate or

unable to meet the immediate need.

Send off

Your donation, covenant or legacy full co;DuNggV f
er

will provide invaluable assistance
for those who served their country.

Please help them in their hour
of need.

We owe a lot to the soldiers who fought so hard for our freedom and our future and continue
to protect us. | would like to make this wmrmumn o helu those of them who are in need

encloseadonationof €10 ] £15(] £25(] omere__

|‘ Please send me details on making a \egacy or how | could donate through Payroll Giving

l [] Piease send me ioied ok

Please charge n} Access/Visa/ Cr*amear‘i M) Dat
Wit v Date

A2 colour posters showing cap badges

of Today's Army. | enclose £ (£2 per copy inc. p&p)

Signature ey A Name SHLAY
Address SErEapr S SaRte A

SoNRENL: = ¥ X T ___Postcode _
Data Pmuunn An We may occasionally wish out our work. If you would pr efer

that we do not, please tick the box [ | gistered Cha um 1645

Tailors

@.D.Golding i

Military Livery and Civilian Tailors

L TR E T AR

Our Representative will call at your
request. Ring (01727) 841321 -
Fax (01727) 831462 or write for details to:
220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts ALT 4LW

SOLDIER

MAGAZINE
PHOTO REPRINTS

Have you, or anyone you know, been
featured in SOLDIER? If so, you can order
top quality reprints from our Photographic
Department.

All prices are inclusive of VAT and p&p:

o O s £5.60 8" x 6" ... E0.50
12"x8"..... 81000 .
Digital Prints (up to A4 size). ... £7.00

Other sizes available on request.

All enquiries please to:
The Photographic Department,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, ¢
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU
Tel: 01252 347357 Mil: (722) 2357
Fax: 01252 347358 Mil: (722) 2358
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French President Jacques Chirac inspects a Guard of Honour formed by No 1 Company, 1st Battalion, Irish
Guards on Horse Guards Parade during his State Visit to Britain. President Chirac, accompanied by the
Duke of Edinburgh, was escorted by Maj Cassian Roberts IG, Captain of the Queen’s Guard

Terriers deployed to
Split and Sarajevo

FOUR hundred Territorial Army soldiers drawn from units across the United King-
dom flew to former Yugoslavia last month to join their Rggular counterparts.

The latest roulement of part-
time soldiers to serve in the
Balkans, they will spend six
months in Split and Sarajevo.
Meanwhile, some TA soldiers
coming to the end of the first
Op Resolute six-month tour
have opted to stay on.

The Terriers are helping to
provide base and convoy secu-
rity, and are involved ‘in com-
munications and field hospital
duties. Thirty members of 4/5
Rangers based in Portadown,
County Armagh, are patrolling
alongside Gurkhas at Divulje
Barracks, near Split.

® 9 R Irish, from Antrim,
exercised in the Brecons while
the 7th (Belfast) Battalion was
on camp at St Martin’s Plain in
Kent. The soldiers were able to
develop skills not normally
tested on their Northern Ire-
land training areas.

1t's a fact ey

There were 2,990 full-time and
2,858 part-time members of

when it amalgamated with the
Royal Irish Rangers to form
the Royal Irish Regiment on
July 1, 1992. On March 31,
1996, The Royal Irish Regi-
ment (Home Service) consist-
ed of 3,014 full-time and 2,122
part-time soldiers. — Parlia-
mentary reply.

the Ulster Defence Regiment |

TA capbadges in Bosnia. Front to back: Pte David Watterson, 2 RHF;

Pte Subash Shrees, 3 RGR; Pte John Pyper, 4/5 Rangers; LCpl Steve
Green, 4/5 Green Howards; LCpl Phil White, 3 PWO; Cpl Billy Mont-
gomery, 2 SG; Cpl Jim Scott, 3 BW; LCpl Glynn Leaning, 3 DWR; Fus
Danny Jary, C (Fusilier) Coy, 4 QLR; and Pte Andy Hamill, 7/8 A and S

Ten Tors hit by blizzard

HUNDREDS of teenagers
had to be rescued from Dart-
moor when blizzards forced
the annual Ten Tors expedi-
tion to be cancelled.

Army and Royal Navy heli-
copters were called in to evacu-
ate youngsters to safety in the
Army camp at Okehampton on
the edge of Dartmoor.

Most of the 2,400 entrants
made their own way to safety
and many teams of six com-

pleted the course but Brig John
Powell, Commander of 43
(Wessex) Brigade, decided that
the gales, driving rain and
snow showers made it too dan-
gerous to continue.

The trek takes place over
Dartmoor’s ten main tors, with
competitors marching between
35 and 55 miles. Ironically, it
was last abandoned ten years
ago when 200 competitors suf-
fered heat exhaustion.

Picture: Steve Baillie

AT
A summary of Defence
topics from Westminster

Part-time

boss for
reserves,
cadets

ARMED Forces Minister Nicholas
Soames told the Commons on
May 20 that it was intended to
appoint a part-time Director of
Reserve Forces and Cadets in
the MoD next year.

Speaking during the passage
of the Reserve Forces Bill, he
said the MoD also aimed to
appoint a TA brigadier later this
year to a post in the Directorate
of Development and Doctrine.

Earlier he said opportunities
were being considered to
increase the scope of TA officers
to obtain the necessary qualifi-
cations for command and staff
appointments. It was intended
especially to encourage a fur-
ther TA presence at the junior
command and staff college.

“In addition, | am actively con-
sidering the possibility of TA offi-
cers attending the higher comm-
and and staff college,” he said.

INCREASE

“l aim to increase the number
of TA staff appointments at lieu-
tenant-colonel and major levels,
which will help to broaden the
range and experience of serving
officers.”

An amendment by former TA
officer Julian Brazier that there
should be a two-star reserve
officer appointment to advise on
policy matters was withdrawn.

The Bill, which brings the law
on reserves up to date and will
permit reserves to be used more
flexibly, was passed after its
third reading.

S gy

A fresh attempt to obtain par-
dons for more than 300 British
Empire soldiers executed in the
First World War for cowardice,
desertion and other offences
failed in the Commons on May 9.

After several unsuccessful
written pleas to the Prime Minis-
ter in the past, Mr Andrew
Mackinlay had proposed an
amendment to the Armed
Forces Bill at the report stage.

0 S0 L)

Royal Ordnance, part of
British Aerospace Defence Ltd,
is being awarded two contracts,
together valued at about £80
million, to supply five years’
worth of 81mm mortar ammuni-
tion to the British Army.




STRESS

COMBAT :

From earlier wars we had ‘Shell
Shock'. Today they call it ‘Combat
Stress’. What Corporal Alan Young
saw and heard in Sarajevo left him
cowering in a corner. And he still
can't leave his room.

For many veterans, not just
from Bosnia but from the Falklands,
Korea, and especially the Second
World War, the story is the same.
‘Combat Stress' can shatter a
life forever.

Today Alan is looked after by
the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society. With over 4,000 men and women to care for and
who knows how many more, we need every penny you can spare. Psychiatric care,
nursing and the management of our homes costs money that will only
come from people like you, people who care about those who gave
more than they could spare.

Please do help. We have need of every penny urgently.

ourtesy of Soldier Magazine

COMBAT They tried to give more than they could.
%SQTBESS‘PJ Please give as much as you can.
Nerra, WS o protect those concerned this s an amalgam of case histories in our care.

EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY
Dept.SDR. Broadway House. The Broadway, Wimbledon SW19 1RL Telephone: 0181-543 6333

| D Please find enclosed my donation for £50/£20/€10/£5/€
or charga my Access/Visa/Charitycard No.

| O HlERYENEEEE

Reg. Charity No. 206002

Expiry date of card

|
e
D Ptease send me further details about the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Saciety
Name (BLOCK LETTERS) |
Address
| Signature S0R I

Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you with news of our work. If you would prefer

| that we do not, please tick the box D I

If you are a member of the UK Armed
Forces (inc TA & Cadets) you

can now apply for our
Forces Discount Card.
This entitles you to 10%
discount on all our prod-
ucts. (Catalogue contains
over 600 items of military kit)

Hostage Rescue Vest £125 Documentation Pouch £15
DPM Bivi Bag £150 100 Litre DPM Bergen £229.99
DPM Gore-Tex Jacket £229 DPM

NVG Monocular £320 Tropical Shirt £39.99
NV Goggles £880 Lofty Wiseman

Danner Boots (Acadia)  £155 Survival Knife £250
British Army Assault Vest £125  Bulletproof Vests £299
(inc 25 litre day sack — latest issue) Knifeproof Vests £299

I To apply, please send a cheque/PO/international money order made payable to:
. AVPRO Ltd (Dept Soldier), P O Box 9128, Acton,

| London W3 6GE.

: Tel: 01276 687720 Fax: 01276 63465
i
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SOLDIER

Magazine of the British Army

. . . Offers a few words from
the wise!

"

I would again express my thanks and
appreciation for your most prompt reply ser-
vice, wishing the best of luck to the
SOLDIER Magazine and looking forward
to my copy for a long time to come.” — MD,
Bristol.

“As a regular reader . . . I was very interested to
read of Ms Anne Pitcher and her amazing writing
feats, on the ‘PEOPLE’ page of SOLDIER of
May 13 1996 . . . Keep up the excellent work —a
great read!” - DH, Hersham,
Walton on Thames.

“l would like to compliment you on the excel-
lence of your magazine.The articles provide won-
derful insight into the operation of the Army and
the ordinary soldier’s life. The photography is
exceptional and enhances the stories. Every two
weeks | go to the local “British Shop” and usually
read every word as soon as | get home. Keep up
the good work.” GLG, Peterborough,
Ontario.
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SOLDIER goes to the
top of the class again

FOR THE second successive
year, Soldier has been voted
best in its class in a national
competition.

In our April 29 edition we
reported that staff writer Phil
Wilcox’s profile of cartoonist
Larry had won an award of
excellence in the Communica-
tors in Business Awards for
1996. When the awards cere-

mony took place in Brighton
on May 8 it was announced that

after further deliberation by the -

judges the feature had been.
elevated to “best in class”,
ahead of 33 other entries.
Soldier also learned that it
has scooped an additional
merit award apart from the one
already announced for head-
lines. The extra award was for

COMMUNICATORS *
IN BUSINESS AWARDS

CLASS
L WINNER

its October 30, 1995 article
headed “Bounty boost for front
line” breaking the news that
the Army was giving £1,000 to
soldiers in certain arms for
extending their service.

It brings to eight the number
of awards won by Soldierin the
past five years.

\ M -0 L D n
CONSERVATION

§ WORK
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DEFENCE LAND
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Outright excellence: A delighted Col Cliff Paskell,
Commandant Bordon Garrison, looks on as Sir
Peter Hutchinson, chairman of the Forestry Com-
mission (centre), presents the Forestry Authori-
ties’ National Centres of Excellence award to Earl
Howe, Parliamentary Secretary of State for Defence,

Sapper to
challenge
Gasherbrun

BRITISH Servicemen and
women are to attempt to climb
the north-west face of the
world’s 11th highest mountain,
Gasherbrun 1 in the Himalayas.

Col Meryon Bridges RE will
lead a team drawn from all
three Services and including
Army logisticians. They will be
accompanied by civilian
research scientists. ‘

It will be only the second
Britsh ascent of the mountain,
and the first 8,000-metre peak
climbed by a Service expedi-
tion without oxygen.

Also on the expedition will
be a junior team — all under 23
years old — drawn from the
three Services.

4

on Hankley Common, Surrey. Unusually, the Army
Training Area at Longmoor District near Aldershot
won the award outright in all four categories:
improving the quality of the landscape; creating
benefits for wildlife; providing public access; and
growing timber in environmentally sound ways

= E) é\ : = k]

Goodbye Briiggen: Members of 3 Base Ammunition Depot, Royal
Logistic Corps, exercise the Freedom of the City of Briiggen, Ger-
many — granted in 1973 — for the final time before the depot is closed
and handed over to the German authorities in September

be announced in
the next issue,

Thousands go
into prize draw dated June 24.
Meanwhile, ques-

tionnaires received after May
20, though not qualifying for the
draw, will be professionally
evaluated with all the others.
We will let you know the experts’
conclusions in due course.

THOUSANDS of
readers respond-
ed to the appeal in
our April 29 issue
for their comments about Sol-
dier. Questionnaires received
by May 20 went into a £100
prize draw which was being
conducted as this edition went
to press. The lucky winner will

! Sapperf Logg Soldiers in
REME|
the re: inima cont 2%

What the papers have been saying

Les ‘Super-pros’

SENIOR French officers have
admitted that the British Army is
better. In a front-page article in
Le Monde newspaper, French
commanders praised the pro-
fessionalism of British forces
which they describe as the
“super-pros”. — Daily Telegraph

J United States port authori-
ties impounded as unsafe the
Kapitan Mezentsev, a Ukrainian
roll-on roll-off vessel chartered
by the MoD and being used to
carry supplies off North Carolina
during Exercise Purple Star. —
Daily Telegraph

J A Pentagon study has
found that despite the hundreds
of millions of dollars spent to
keep American troops fighting
fit, many of them eat, drink and
smoke too much for their own
good. — Guardian

1 Freelance mine disposal
expert and former Royal Engi-
neer Paul Jefferson, blinded and
crippled while clearing Gulf War
mines without safety equipment,
has won a compensation case
estimated to be worth more than
£1m. - Independent

MPs warned
on MQ sale

THE Commons Defence Select
Committee has been warned of
“irretrievable damage” to Ser-
vice life if the privatisation of
the MoD’s married quarters
estate goes ahead.

Army Families Federation
chairman Cherry Milne told
MPs that fewer homes would
be available and Service fami-
lies would lose their integrated
community spirit.

® See letters — Page 28

g lt's a fact sy

MAJOR Army units totalled 96
on April 1, 1996, as against
128 six years ago. The figures
cover Regular Army units of
battalion size or equivalent in
the major Combat Arms.
Included in the latest total
are one training regiment each
for the RAC, RE and R Signals;
Gurkha infantry battalions; and
one AAC TA squadron. It does
not include the Household
Cavalry Mounted Regiment. —
Parliamentary reply.
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‘Crash’
course

Looking on as potential Territor-
ial Army officers take part in a
training course is Lt Gen Hew
Pike (second right), Deputy C-
in-C Land Command. He was
visiting the headquarters of 145
(Home Counties) Brigade Spe-
cialist Training Team, a TA unit
based in Aldershot.

Sixteen candidates took part
in a classroom exercise which
involved planning and carrying
out a rescue following an air-
craft crash in a remote area of a
foreign country.

morsels

Mercian

LCpl John Dennis, an
RLC chef serving with The
Royal Mercian and Lan-
castrian Yeomanry, shows
off some of the fare which
won him and the three
other members of the reg-
iment's Combat Caterer
team five of the seven
prizes in the 143 (W Mid-
land) Brigade competition.
He and Sgt Barrie Shep-
herd, Cpl Bomber Harris
and LCpl Ray Ball repre-
sented the brigade in the
UK finals at Grantham,
where they won the shoot-

o
I
Enjoying a two-week visit with their 1
hosts, the Queen’s Gurkha Signals, at :
Prince of Wales Barracks in Hong |
Kong were Officer Cadets Matthew |
Grattan and Annabel Taylor. .
Seen with Cpl Bagpir Pun, the pair, :
who began officer training at Sand-
hurst last month, hope to put their |
|

]

1

i

1

1

I

I

I
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experience in the Territory to good use.
While in Hong Kong, they were tasked
to compile a photographic record of the
QG Signals, details of which will be
incorporated into a corps painting to be
commissioned in ten years’ time.

Itisn't every day that a 100-year-old soldier visits his former drill hall. But that was the

case with Norman Booth, who served with the 7th Battalion, The Duke of Welling-

\  ton’s Regiment during the First World War. The battalion, disbanded in the 1950s,

‘ \ i o was succeeded by 3 DWR (West

: 1 Riding) (Yorkshire Volunteers), whose

present-day members invited Norman

to celebrate his centenary by being
their guest at the Huddersfield base.

Pictured looking at the 7 DWR roll

of honour with Cpl Mick Whittaker,

Capt Tim Johnston and Maj Robert

Bramham, Norman saw a weapons

and drill display and joined in a cele-

bratory supper before giving a short
talk on his life on the Western Front.
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ing and NBC stands.

| Mills Mount Battery, perched in
1 the loftier regions of Edinburgh
i Castle, was the scene of a pre-
#l sentation of 11 pipe majors
| certificates to students from
H the Army School of Bagpiping
| by Armed Forces Minister
| Nicholas
i ground, left). On his left are Lt
| Col Andy Middlemiss, Divi-
Y sional Colonel, The Scottish
il Division;
! Guthrie, Chief of the General
| Staff (in Edinburgh with Mr
8l Soames to attend a meg‘ung of
! the Army Board); Maj Gen
Jonathan Hall,
Scotland;
Johnston, Scots DG;
and Pipe Maj Bruce
Hitchings, Highlanders.

Gen Sir

Soames (fore-

Charles

GOC
Alan

LCpl

Sgt Dave Whitley MPC/Land

gl
Anyone for
pommes frites?

Flying the culinary flag for Great
Britain in Bosnia is Cpl Steve Watson
(right), as French soldiers sample a
British meal. Chefs from the British
ARRC Support Battalion, Royal
Logistic Corps, also feed American,
Italian and British soldiers.
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Down memory lane

Meeting up with soldiers from his old regiment, the Royal Dragoon
Guards, during a visit to Girdwood Barracks, Belfast — where they
are on a six-month tour of duty — was Northern Ireland Secretary
Sir Patrick Mayhew. During National Service in the late 1940s, Sir
Patrick served as an officer in the 4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards.

He retains close links with the regiment, which amalgamated in
1992 with the 5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards to become the
Royal Dragoon Guards.
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'THE FUSILIERS'

It took a' shoot-out between
Alnwick-based Z Company, 6th
(Northumberland) Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers and
Sheffield University Officers’ Train-
ing Corps to decide the outcome of
Exercise Martial Merlin, 15th
(North East) Brigade's demanding
1996 annual military skills competi-
tion. But their prowess should
come as no surprise, since 6 RRF

LCpl Paul Ralfs,
serving with 33
Engineer
ment (EOD) in
Bosnia, gives a
mine awareness presentation to children at
Prva Ojnovna School in Donji Vakuf.
Although only two of the school’s pupils
have been injured by mines, the threat to
Bosnia's youngsters is still very real: at least
2,700 minefields are known to exist in the
divisional area, yet to date records for only
2,000 are available.

LCpl! Ralfs has been giving the presenta-
tions since December.

Almost 1,000 children between the ages
of seven and 15 assembled in the school
hall to hear him and other IFOR experts
deliver their warning.

o i e e

afety
first

Regi-

L

Those fantastic Fusiliers . . .

recently took the opportunity to
photograph all their 1995 champi-
on teams before the trophies had
to be returned.

Pictured above (left to right) are
the shooting team, winners of the
2nd Division's Parachute Cup and

Bisley Falling Plates competition;
the orienteering team, 1995
brigade champions, with LCpl
Dorothy Mills, the 1996 over-35
individual champion; X Company,
last year’s Martial Merlin champi-
ons; the 1995 2nd Division road

safety quiz winners; the sailing
team, winners of the Sadler Trophy
at the Army Sailing Regatta; the
winners of the Yellow Brick Road
Corporate Challenge; and the win-
ners of the 2nd Division field cater-
ing competition.
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New agency is
UK’s biggest
dental surgery

SERVICE personnel make up 80
per cent of the staff employed by
the Defence Dental Agency, the
formation of which from the three
single-Service dental corps was
reported in the last issue of Soldier.

Under the new arrangement
they will spend most of their work-
ing career in the Service to which
they were recruited, providing pri-
mary dental care and having an
operational role. Teams equipped
with portable dental surgeries are
currently treating troops deployed
throughout Bosnia.

Air  Vice-Marshal Jefferson
Mackey, chief executive of the
agency, said dentistry was a spe-
cialised service managed most
effectively on a tri-Service basis.

It is one of four medical agen-
cies to come under the Surgeon
General and its creation, following
a recommendation by the Defence
Cost Study, “will offer improved
levels of patient service coupled
with flexibility and cost-effective-
ness across the three Services.”

The Defence Dental Agency —
the largest employer of career
dental staff in the UK — has respon-
sibility for 292,000 patients based
in 195 locations worldwide.

Two major professional and
trade training establishments are

located at Aldershot and Halton,
providing basic and advanced
training for dental officers and
dental hygienists as well as post-
graduate training for dental officers
and civilian practitioners.

Sweet
talk .. ..

Celebrity chef Gary Rhodes
cuts a telephone cake to mark
the launch of Legionline, the
new helpline set up by the
Royal British Legion with the
help of Tate and Lyle. By ring-
ing 0345 725 725, serving per-
sonnel and members of the
ex-Service community and
their dependants can obtain
authoritative, expert advice on
a range of issues.

Mrs Janine Carter (right), admin-

istrator of the Army Families
Federation in Northern Ireland,
cuts a cake to mark the re-launch
of the Federation of Army Wives
under its new title. Looking on

are Col Trevor White, Assistant

Chief of Staff G1-G4, HQ North-

ern Ireland, and Mrs Vanessa
Dineen, AFF’s assistant adminis-
trator in the Province. The cere-
mony, at Thiepval Barracks,
Lisburn, was echoed at eight sta-
tions around Northern Ireland.

Listening Legion
launches helpline

A NEW national helpline which could benefit more than 16 million serving and ex-Service
people and their dependants was launched on May 20 by celebrity chef Gary Rhodes.

THE Ex-Services Resettlement
Group regularly contributes to the
Counterpoint  programme  on
BFBS.

Over the years we've covered
the experiences of people leaving
the Services who want to find a
job. New research undertaken by
the Group has thrown up some
interesting findings.

Based on a variety of small
samples over the years it has fre-
quently been said that 80 per cent
of all Service leavers

some people, it's not an
accurate view of all
leavers.

In 1992 the Group
embarked on a project called
Overview. It started with the Army
and eventually included all three
Services. The latest findings con-
cern the Army.

Overview isn’'t a sampling exer-
cise. A computer disk containing
all the National Insurance num-

this might be true of person serves the
more likely he or
she is to find a job
when leaving’

bers of those who left the Army in
the previous two years is sent to
the Department of Social Security.
Staff mark on the disk all those
who are registered as unem-
ployed on the date of their nation-
al computer run and add the
period of current employment.
The disk is then returned to the
Group.

This kind of research relies on
confidentiality. The reason the
disk isn't returned to the MoD is

that individuals could be

have a job three months  ‘The general pic- identified. This would be
after discharge. ture emerging... an offence under the
It seems that, while is thatthe longera Data Protection Act.

The Ex-Service Reset-
tlement Group cannot
identify people and
does not wish to.

The Group is interest-
ed in the information only in its
pure form. Speaking on Counter-
point on BFBS, Henry Hawkesley
of the Group said they have no
way in which to identify individuals
and that strenuous efforts have
been made to ensure that all legal
requirements have been met.

There is a computer run every
three months and there have now

been five separate _ S

runs on the Army.
There has been a
remarkable consis-
tency between them.
Some categories do
better than others.

Before Overview
there was a long-held
opinion that if some-
one served in the
Army for a long time
he or she would
become set in their
ways and would be difficult to
employ and experience difficulties
in settling down to civilian life.

The general picture emerging
from the research is that the
longer a person serves the more
likely he or she is to find a job
when leaving.

This confirms the anecdotal evi-
dence. Many have said that they
believe this to be the case but,
until now, we have had no evi-
dence to support it.

Those who have held the opin-

ion have argued that a person with
good organisational skills and a
highly-developed
sense of loyalty is likely
to be attractive to an
employer. Until now, we
have had no hard evi-
dence to prove the
point.

The major problem,
according to Overview,
seems to lie with young
leavers. The national
unemployment figure
for those aged between
20 and 24 years is 17
per cent, but for those leaving the
Army in the same age group the
figure, up to the two-year point
after discharge, is about double
that of their civilian counterparts.

This may seem to be alarming
news for those in the age group
who are about to leave. But these
figures should be seen as a warn-
ing and an incentive to act.

Civilians have to be unem-
ployed for six months before
becoming eligible for employment
training. Unemployed ex-Service

Statistical shock for young leavers

people can get it on discharge and
they should get an extra £10 a
week on top of unemployment
benefit as well.

I'm indebted to  Henry
Hawkesley for all the information.
He'll be back in the Counterpoint
programme next month for a
follow-up interview, so stand by for
more information.

| am as guilty as everyone else
of relying on the “everybody
knows” kind of discussion. |
thought that everybody knew that
anyone with an LS and GC was
going to have a hard time getting a
job in civvy street.

| assumed that a young Service
person would have more time to
adapt. It seems we are wrong. So
what are the implications of the
findings of Overview? I'm sure the
Ex-Service Resettlement Group
will have the answer next month.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO 786;
or c/o Soldier.

® MQ letter — see Page 28

The Royal British Legion's
Legionline — 0345 725 725 — will
offer expert advice on issues rang-
ing from pensions and benefits to
small businesses and training
schemes.

Sugar conglomerate Tate and
Lyle, who share a 75th anniversary
this year with the Legion, paid for
the setting up of Legionline and
have met the first year's adminis-
trative costs.

The line was established in
response to the growing number of
enquiries directed to the RBL and
other Service organisations. It
aims to be the first point of contact
for serving and ex-Service men and
women with queries or concerns.

Although many calls are expect-
ed to be from war widows and the
ex-Service community and depen-
dants, contact has been made by
serving soldiers and their families.

Legionline co-ordinator John
Ashton said: “People ’'phone us
from all over the world, many des-
perate for help and practical sup-
port. One woman needed to track
down the family of a British pilot
shot down in France; another man
serving in the Forces was having
trouble funding vital equipment he
needed for his disabled son.

“We were able to provide both
with the information and contacts
they needed.”
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E EZEY ] [{ 3 ARMY COMMANDO UNITS INVOLVED IN PURPLE STAR AMPHIBIOUS LANDING

Sprs Digger BeII and Ross Whlte rehearse
mine clearance drills at Camp Lejeune.
Behind them are LCpl Simon Woodham
and Spr Mark Loader. All are members of 1
Tp, 59 Indep Cdo Sqn RE

Drop injuries
on light side

® From Page 3

only three 105mm Light Guns, one trailer and
24 soldiers ashore; 59 Independent Comman-
do Squadron Royal Engineers was similarly
delayed.

Commando Logistic Regiment, which has
100 soldiers on its strength, took more than two
days to disembark. The latecomers faced
heavy surf which had built up over the preced-
ing 48 hours.

Two hapless Commando loggies had a
shock when they drove their Land Rover and
trailer down the ramp to “wade” the vehicle
ashore. Because the surf was deeper than they
expected, their vehicle began to float away.
They were towed to safety by a big-wheeled
tractor.

Defence Secretary Michael Portillo had little
problem reaching the shoreline. He stepped
from a landing craft on to a 1940s vintage
Beach Armoured Recovery Vehicle (BARV)
which took him ashore, where he was “cor-
ralled” by the huge media contingent waiting on
the beach.

WARTIME AIRFIELD

Camp Davis, a sprawling former wartime
airfield, proved an ideal inland location for 5
Brigade to carry out a tactical air landing oper-
ation (TALO).

Trees and shrubs now grow where buildings
and hangars once stood, providing ideal cover
for the brigade after hundreds of troops and
light vehicles had been airlifted in on a succes-
sion of Hercules aircraft.

In the final stages of Purple Star, an opera-
tion involving what was believed to the largest
helicopter assault ever mounted — 1,000 troops
in 60 helicopters — had to be postponed
because of darkness and bad weather.

More than 53,000 British and American
troops took part in the exercise, deploying as a
joint task force to assist the country of “Kartu-
na” against invaders from the neighbouring
“Korona”.

UK and US units operated as if under a
United Nations mandate and appropriate
United Nations Security Council resolutions.
Purple Star was also used to practise the func-
tioning of the Permanent Joint Headquarters

WHEN LCpl Michael Bandey and the rest
of the Royal Engineers’ breaching party
went ashore under cover of darkness to
clear a safe path through a beach minefield,
they hardly expected to encounter the bat-
talion of American Amtrak amphibious
vehicles which raced past them.

Anything can happen in the confusion of

battle, and the amphibious landing phase
of Exercise Purple Star was no exception.
The US Marine Corps unit

had mistaken the British [ it L
beach landing site for its Pictures: Mike Weston

own a mile further west.

But no harm was done and LCpl
Bandey’s team continued to prod their way
up the sand, marking mines for disposal as
they went. Once the way had been cleared,
the fighting units of 3 Commando Brigade
moved ashore from the fleet of landing
ships lying up off the beach.

The brigade, a Royal Marines forma-
tion, has a large number of commando-
trained soldiers, notably 29 Commando
Regiment, Royal Artillery; 59 Independent
Commando Squadron, Royal Engineers;
and about 100 Royval Logistic Corps supply
and transport specialists serving in the
Commando Logistic Regiment.

The amphibious landing phase of the
exercise tested the operations officer of the
logistic unit, Capt Simon Hutchings, RLC.

“I’ve had a busy time learning about sea-

There go
the Marmes

based logistics, a new departure for me. My
previous appointments were with land
units. Since sailing with the landing force, I
have been familiarising myself with combat
service support at sea.

“Supplies required by the brigade are
held on board Royal Fleet Auxiliary ships,
and it is our job to bring them ashore and
deliver them to the fighting units,” he said.

Javelin detachments from 20 Comman-
do Battery RA, based in
Kirton-in-Lindsey, were
sited around the perimeter
of Brigade Main headquar-
ters to provide air defence to the complex.

As Soldier arrived, the battery comman-
der’s party was disembarking from a Sea
King helicopter. Maj Nigel Best and his
gunners crouched low to avoid being blown
over by the rotor blade down-draught as
the helicopter flew back to HMS Fearless to
pick up more soldiers.

Capt Ian Mulholland RA had already
been ashore for two hours, but there had
been a 24-hour delay in getting the bat-
tery’s command post ashore to link up with
its missile detachments.

“When we tried to land the night before,
heavy surf prevented us getting off the
landing craft. We were taken back on board
HMS Fearless and were brought in again
this morning after the surf abated,” he said.

Maj Tony Troulan, OC 59 Indep Cdo

Right: Commando
loggies drive
through the surf
during the
amphibious land-
ing. One vehicle

Sgn RE, said his men were fulfilling their
role of providing close support to 3
Brigade.

“This included mobility operations -
clearing minefields and bridging - and
counter-mobility operations — demolition
tasks and minefield-laying,” said Maj
Troulan. “We pushed west as fast as we
could in support of the Marines, ensuring
the momentum was kept up by clearing a
way through any minefields they encoun-
tered.”

After the exercise, 59 Squadron was split
three ways. One part accompanied 42
Commando to the Carribean on a two-
month tour, while another set off for a
month-long combined arms exercise in
California. The rest returned to their new
base at Chivenor in North Devon. The
squadron recently moved from Plymouth.

Having seized its objectives, the brigade
was ferried across a two-mile wide estuary
near Camp Lejeune. The exercise culmi-
nated in a two-pronged attack by 3 Com-
mando Brigade and the 5th Airborne
Brigade against “enemy” forces massed on
a training area at Fort Bragg.

Exercise Purple Star was part of the final
work-up of Britain’s new Permanent Joint
Headquarters (PTHQ) at Northwood and
the Joint Rapid Deployment Force which
includes both 3 and 5 Brigades.

® More reports in next issue

got out of its depth

Right: 8 Bat-
tery’s com-
mand post
pictured during
a halt in heli-
copter opera-
tions following
a mid-air colli-
sion in which
14 US Service-
men died. At
that point, the
battery had
only three guns
and a trailer
ashore. Pic-
tured are Gnr
Scot Hawke, Lt
Alex Sharples,
LBdrs Steven
Spencer and

recently established at Northwood, and the _ 5 7 GrgQGJar;lrS_. -
strategic deployment, command and control of - ‘ - 3 2 and Gnr Bria
the UK's new Joint Rapid Deployment Force. The battery commander’s party unloads equment froma F\‘oyai Navy Sea ng Javelin operator +Bdr lan Barclay scans the skies for enemy aircraft Krakow
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& 37:\1 1] {J 5 MILLBANK'S HISTORIC COLLEGE LOOKS TO THE FUTURE

Lady of the
lives on

THE NEWILY-established Royal Defence
Medical College (RDMC) in Millbank,
London has a lot of history to live up to.

Now officially tri-Service, as from April
1, the organisation took over both name
and premises of the Royal Army Medical
College, occupant of the building since its
opening 89 years ago last month.

Maj Gen George Cowan, last in a long
line of commandants of the college in its
old form, spoke to Soldier shortly before
handing over to his successor, Surgeon
Commodore Ian Jenkins, the naval officer
who has taken the helm as
the first RDMC comman-
dant.

“Medically, the Crimean
War was a shambles,” Maj Gen Cowan
said.

“When Florence Nightingale went out,
she found the doctors didn’t have any
proper training in preventive medicine or

any education in the military aspects of

their profession.”

So in 1860, the Army Medical School
was established at Fort Pitt, Chatham.

Before then, doctors joining the Army
had been posted directly to their regiments,
or had undergone a small amount of mili-
tary medical training at York Hospital in
Chelsea or the General Invaliding Hospital
on the Isle of Wight (moved that year to
Fort Pitt).

Three years later, postgraduate military
medical training transferred to the then

Report: Phil Wilcox
Pictures: Mike Weston

newly-opened Royal Victoria Hospital
at Netley, Southampton, Maj Gen
Cowan explained.

On the recommendation of a Royal
Commission after the Boer War, the
Royal Army Medical College was built
on the site of a huge prison (the Mill-
bank Penitentiary) on the edge of the
Thames and opened in 1907.

Getting on for a century later, the
college —now a Grade 2 listed building —
currently provides post-graduate train-
ing in military surgery, military medi-
cine, Army pathology,
military psychiatry, pre-
ventive medicine, mili-
tary entomology, general
practice and the dental sciences.

“We have for many years, of course,
taught all three Services and the
Reserves here, and the teaching staff at
the RDMC will still be mainly from the
Army,” said the major general.

The Professorships of Military
Surgery, Medicine, Pathology and Psy-
chiatry are held jointly with the Royal
Colleges, most of which are based in
London.

“This establishment is used a lot for

the interface of civilian and Service
medicine in the capital, which we feel is a
great asset,” the outgoing commandant
said.

He envisages the college’s role becoming
increasingly important in the future, train-

Maj Gen George Cowan, final commandant of the Royal Army Medical College, with Florence
Nightingale’s favourite picture, “The Burial Ground at Scutari” by Edward Lear, given to the
college for safe keeping
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ing for “the sophisticated modern care of
the wounded Serviceman right from the
point of wounding, to the evacuating
chamber, to home.”

Also, with UN deployments to areas
such as Rwanda and Angola becoming
more prevalent, maintenance of expertise
in preventive and tropical medicine would
be essential.

Post traumatic stress and battle shock
studies were equally important — “an area
in which the college leads the field.”

Maj Gen Cowan, who himself attended
the Royal Army Medical College in the
1960s and specialises in tropical medicine,
is taking on a civilian post as a post-gradu-
ate Dean in London.

“I will have no great regrets,” he said. “I
will have been commissioned in the Army
for 34 years, and the time has come to
apply my skills in another direction.”

In his introduction to the Royal Army
Medical College handbook, the major gen-
eral writes: “The lessons of history ate par-
ticularly relevant today in a time when
cost-cutting is foremost, but when the con-
duct of specialist training for all doctors is
becoming even more strictly controlled and
the need for continuing medical education
for trained doctors is being increasingly
recognised.

“The contacts nurtured over many years

between the RAM College and the Medical
Royal College is achieving those aims in the
Army.”

As the Royal Defence Medical College
in turn makes its mark in the military histo-
ry books, the hope is that further achieve-

ments will follow.
With the centenary of
the Royal Army Med-

Left: Lt Col Mitch
Clarke does a spot
of “heavy read-
ing” in the
RDMC’s compre-
hensive library: an
1894 volume of
the Lancet

Picture: College Photo Unit

ollac)a
curiositie’s

1 GAS MASKS: Teaching was suspend-
ed at the Royal Army Medical College
during the First World War, and the
premises were used for production of
vaccines and, later, for research into pro-
tection against chemical warfare, when
early gas masks were developed at the
college

1 WE NEVER CLOSED: Although the
college was seriously damaged by
bombs in 1941, courses in tropical medi-
cine continued throughout the Second
World War and more than 3,000 officers
passed through

1 BIRD BRAIN: When the Russian
equivalent to the RAMC's Surgeon Gen-
eral visited the establishment, he was
presented with

a plaque bear-
ing the col-
lege’s badge
depicting an
owl and snake
on a rod, with
accompanying
crown and
swords.

He could
understand the
significance of
everything bar
the owl, but
when it was
pointed out
that it repre-
sented Athena,

goddess of
wisdom, he
said: “That is
what was puz-
zling me: in my

Above: Detail from
the now defunct col-
lege badge and logo,
designed by a staff
entomologist in

cm..mtry, e 1961. Taken from

believe owls‘to" Homer's fliad, the

be vary Stupid. motto says: “Always
0 HEROES' to e the best

ROOM: In the Royal Army Medical Corps’
Officers’ Mess, situated next to the col-
lege, a collection of paintings and other
memorabilia in the VC Room illustrates
the acts of gallantry and valour which led
to the award of the Victoria Cross —in .
some cases twice — to 39 members of the
medical services
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ical Corps fast approaching, the future
location of the Royal Defence Medical Col-
lege is still under discussion . . .

Plus ¢ca change? : Letter from Florence
Nightingale comments that, following a
report “ the [Army Medical] school is saved”
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NEXT year, the oldest, most
famous and accomplished
motor cycle display team in
the world - the Royal Sig-
nals White Helmets — will
celebrate its 70th birthday. §

Since January it has been i ;
business as usual as the : J
team trained hard to per- ¥
fect its exciting and daring
display for the 1996
summer season.

First of many public dis-
plays of the year took place
last month at its base at
Blandford Camp in Dorset.

An invited audience of
families, friends, VIPs and
representatives of several
British companies who will
be providing all-important
sponsorship throughout
the forthcoming season
was present.

During the display, those
riders who have joined the

COVETED

team this year and complet-
ed a very demanding selec-
tion course were presented
with their coveted White
Helmets by Maj Gen Archie
Birtwistle, the Master of
Signals.

The short ceremony rep-
resented a graduation from
novice to display rider.

“It signified that those
who had successfully made
the grade in training were
worthy to be members of
such a high profile team,” a
member of the Royal Sig-
nals said.

They can now look for-
ward to joining their estab-
lished fellow-riders in
topping the bill at the
action-packed Royal Tour-
nament in July.

R"N Signals - 3
White Helmets - . muan| 1',

WHITE
HELMETS

I

¥

Pictures: Richard Constantine

18



2 37:\.[ I] {{ 3 LIGHT INFANTRY BATTALION WINS CONFRONTATION BATTLE

THE machine gun opened up on
Call Sign 31 without warning.

Two crew members on sentry duty in the
Light Infantry Warrior armoured fighting
vehicle saw tracer strike only a few metres
away. Their gunner was asleep in a nearby
bunker.

When Pte Andrew Foster got behind his
30mm Rarden canon he was told to return
one round if the Warrior

S

R Ao e

was fired on again.

This was going to be
difficult — not because.of
the range of 1,900m, but
because Pte Foster had
been trained to fire three
rounds as quickly as pos-
sible, not single shots.

“There was a little
buzz as we waited, and
when we were fired on
again I instinctively put
two armour-piercing
rounds into the posi-
tion,” said Pte Foster.
“There was no more
firing after that.”

Pte Foster’s platoon of
B Company, 2nd Battal-
ion, The Light Infantry,
had been in location in a
Muslim area for two

Pte Andrew
Foster, who
returned fire
with Warrior’s
main armament

Short, sharp
response

Warrior vehicles of A Company 2 LI en route in the Sanski Most-Bihac area

weeks, a large Union flag
flying above it, and the
Light Infantrymen were
ready to make a robust
response to any trouble.

Soldiers from 2 LI
also returned fire when
engaged by Bosnian
Serbs.

On both occasions the
brigade commanders of
the forces involved were
confronted by an angry
commanding officer, Lt
Col Ben Barry, who gave
them “a severe interview
without coffee”.

The 2nd Battalion
landed at Split as part of a Multi-National
Brigade Rapid Reaction Force and at first
operated round Sarajevo and Mount
Igman. :

An unexpectedly early fall of snow at
Mount Igman caused problems but quick-
ly accustomed the Light Infantrymen to
the Bosnian winter and operating over long
distances in a complex multi-national envi-
ronment. The battalion
moved 250km to the
other side of the country

Lt Col Ben Barry, commanding off
Light Infantry, in front of one of his Warriors

Reports: Gordon Skilling

Pictures: Mike Weston

5. s o A W

icer of the 2nd Battalion, The

when it changed from UN command to
being part of the NATO-led Dayton Peace
Agreement Implementation Force (IFOR)
to control the area from Sanski Most to
Bihac.

It was an epic two-day journey in
appalling weather, with a platoon being
attached to the Light Dragoons to provide
security for their impressive advance to
Banja Luka.

Most of the 180km of
confrontation line which

"‘&-‘ .: g i

Sgt Jock Murray (right) and vehicle com-
manders listen carefully to a briefing

had to be policed was mined and there was
very little information or intelligence on the
120,000 soldiers of three armies who had
to disengage.

The battalion operated in strength on
either side of the confrontation line and a
great deal of liaising and patrolling was
necessary, with company and platoon com-
mander$ taking every opportunity to exer-
cise initiative.

Opening crossing points on formerly

@ Turn to next page
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237\ 1][J 3 FROM CLEANING UP SCHOOLS TO MAKING THE ENVIRONMENT MORE HEALTHY, BRITISH SOLDIERS ARE DOING THEIR BIT

THE AROMA of roast pork loses
its attraction when it emanates
from a pit in which the carcasses
of diseased pigs are being incin-
erated.

3 t gz 5 Gunners from 26 Regiment Group,
Pte Richard Udale relaxes beside his Warrior Royal Artillery had a severe problem to
cope with because of the large number of

s hort’ s harp diseased pigs running wild in the Sanski

Most area.
respon se ‘ Some 2,000 had to be shot, burned
and buried by men of 17/159 Battery to
prevent them contaminating the water
supply and spreading dysentery or

i

@® From Page 19

mined tracks was tricky and there were cholera.

lucky escapes when vehicles went over British squaddies are well used to

mines. making the best of any environment, and
In its final phase the battalion was based civilians living beside them benefit from

in Banja Luka, with a company remaining such enterprise.

at Sanski Most as part of The Queen’s “Neither we nor the local school chil-

Royal Hussars battle group. dren had anywhere to exercise, so we
The British element of IFOR soon won refurbished a gym,” said Maj Mike Red-

the confidence of soldiers and civilians in mond, the 17/159 Battery commander.

areas in which they were operating and the “It was not in an ideal condition after

military objective of separating opposing being used by various militia.”

forces and supervising their return to bar- BIG CLEAN UP

racks was achieved as planned. Gunners helped local people clean it
Pte Foster’s training had paid off, even if up, provided locks to secure it, and the

he fired an extra round. town soon had a proper facility which
So, too, had the battalion’s preparation. could be used by children and soldiers.

It benefited from exercising at BATUS More than 200 displaced youngsters

during the previous two years, gaining a also discovered the joys of Sunday after-

solid foundation of basic skills as well as noon tea parties organised by the gun-

ommunity

and helicopters. old school, which sent out boxes of
“It was a pretty significant achievement sweets.

to go into an unexplored area at the end of The battery is housed in a wood factory

a very long supply line in winter with com- which used to supply fitted kitchens to a

munication difficulties,” said Lt Col Barry. major DIY retail outlet in Britain. It now

provides timber for

new rafters, doors
and window frames,
indispensable in the
reconstruction
process.

First customers
were the gunners
themselves, who
struck up a rapport
with the German-
speaking foreman
and were given per-
mission to use spare
wood to make
themselves  more
comfortable by
constructing their
own furniture.

A little ingenuity
soon transformed
Field lesson: Training continues for soldiers of A Company, 2 LI pro- their tents.
viding part of 4 Armoured Brigade’s reserve force during preparations Little skill was
for the return of the Bosnian Serb Army to the Anvil needed by the
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Queen'’s Lancashire Regiment help Serbs load aid for a 1'ural community '

Queen’s Royal Hussars to get the Kljuc
school up and running. All that was needed
was a bit of cleaning, wood to heat the
school, and the inspiration to get stuck in.

The Hussars were probably the only
people in Bosnia to worry about getting
permission to cut down trees — environ-
mental considerations are ingrained fol-
lowing heightened awareness in Britain and
Germany.

Over four weekends the Hussars provid-
ed the means to let the community help
itself. “We trucked the school staff up into
the forest with our chain saws, felled half a
forest, loaded the trucks and took it to the
school,” said Maj Keith Deakin.

The labouring was largely done by civil-
ians, but British and Canadian troops were
also roped in, and a grateful community
invited them to a banquet. '

Engineering equipment had to be bid for
to repair roads which had collapsed into the
river Sava. This had meant a long detour
for villagers on the left bank, but also
opened up patrol routes for the Hussars.

Fork lift trucks could clear most of the
derelict cars peppered along the roads, but

Willing hands help put a
"back on its feet

normally become battle group logistics
officer on deployment, but as the Chal-
lengers were not firing their weapons
and the long logistic chain was operating
smoothly, he could devote his time to
helping regenerate the community
through G5 projects.

As last year’s BAOR football champi-
ons (and the first cavalry regiment to win
since 1956, said Maj Deakin) the regi-
ment was not averse to arranging foot-
ball matches.

Apart from the occasional mistimed
tackle, the pitches were safe enough.
The surrounding area, however, is
strewn with mines and EOD teams led
by people like Sgt Mike Garcia concen-
trate on giving mine awareness lectures
to school children.

Information was one of the vital com-
modities provided by soldiers of the 1st
Battalion, The Queen’s Lancashire Reg-
iment to Serb communities returning to
the Anvil.

INFORMATION CENTRES

Centres were originally set up by 1
RRF to help civilians find out what facil-
ities were available and eased their trau-
matic return to devastated towns.

“QOur resources are limited, so our job
is to identify tasks which can be done
and tell the UNHCR or non-govern-
mental organisations about them,” said

working with armoured engineers, artillery ners. LBdr Andrew Fenton wrote to his  Over to you: Ptes Jason Dawson, Bobby Eaton, Stephe n Somerville and Mick Sumner of the 1st Battalion, The Capt Edward Hemesley.

B Sgn, QRH, part of the QLR Battle
Group, provided 300 meals one day and

Sweet memory: Maj Duggie Bro
Knezevic a commemorative bar of chocolate
heavier equipment was needed to clear
buses and lorries.

The Hussars HQ established itself in
Dettingen camp (named after a 1743 battle
honour), a former transport establishment
which provided an ideal dump for the pile
of vehicles.

OC HQ Squadron, Maj Deakin would

¥

st T
wn gives Mihajlo  ¢qidiers, many Serbs have an affec-
tion derived from their memory of

also water containers until the
community sorted its own supplies.

“We are a signpost,” said Lt
Steve Greenwood, normally 1
QLR’s motor transport officer but
currently liaison officer for the
Mrkonjic Grad rural area.

“Everybody comes to us and we
point them in the right direction. It
started with food, water and hospi-
tals, but every question you can
think of came to us.”

After a couple of weeks Sgt lan
McCleary could see the difference
with electricity, running water and
more coffee shops opening.

As well as respect for the British

how Britain helped the Partisans during
the war. The first bar of chocolate Mihajlo
Knezevic ever had was from a British sol-
dier who parachuted into the Ribnik valley
to help Tito in 1944.

As a 12-year-old, Mihajol used to carry
messages over the mountains from parti-
sans in his valley to other partisans.

WO1 (ASM) Welsh REME, who tracked
down the mixer in Zagreb, discusses its
operation with Vurdic Kamenko

More than
a crumb of
comfort

BREAD is back on the tables of Mrkonijic
Grad, thanks to the tenacity of 32 Armoured
Engineer Regiment.

Extensively damaged during the war, the
local bakery was repaired by sappers helped
by soldiers from the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers.

But the bakers, mixing dough by hand,
had no way of keeping up with demand
despite working through the early hours
every morning.

Lt Col Peter Wall, CO 32 Armd Engr Regt,
tasked the REME Workshops with finding an
electrical mixer to increase output. A cement
mixer was tried and discarded before a
proper custom-built dough mixer was located
in Zagreb.

The Overseas Development Agency put
up the money and the sappers fetched the
machine on a 14-tonner, the only vehicle big
enough to carry it.

Baker Vojvodic Milorad was estatic. When
formally presented with the mixer by 4th (UK)
Armoured Brigade commander Brig Richard
Dannatt he said it would allow the bakery to
increase production from 800 loaves a day to
up to 4,000.

“Iwanttothank IFOR. .. this is very impor-
tant to us in Mrkonjic Grad.”

After 52 yvears, Tommies were again in
his valley, and Mihajlo now sells chocoate,
biscuits and cakes at the front gate of a fac-
tory occupied by B Company 1 QLR. In
memory of his first chocolate, Maj Duggie
Brown, OC B Coy, gave him another bar.
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Powerful persuaders

A CHALLENGER main battle tank presents a powerful and
arresting spectacle in the countryside near Bosanski Petrovac.

It is a very visible sign of military capabil-
ity, reassuring civilians while at the same
time deterring the previously warring armies
from not complying with the Dayton Peace
Agreement.

Before Dayton, no United
Nations peacekeepers had
been allowed into this Serb-
held area between Bihac and
the former British armoured
brigade headquarters loca-
tion in Sipovo.

But following the Muslim-
Croat Federation offensive
last year, the Serb 2nd
Kryena Corps was pushed
back, and both Serb and
Muslims are returning to the
area in ever larger numbers.

They needed reassurance
that the fighting would not
start again, and for them the
IFOR Challenger was a
strangely comforting sight.

“Arguably there is no
other weapons system that
can make our statement the
way a tank can,” said Lt Col
Nigel Beer, commanding officer of the Catt-
erick-based Queen’s Royal Hussars.

The high plateau is ideal tank country, if a
bit rocky, but tanks are careful to keep to
“green routes”. Unusually for Bosnia, there
are many open areas which give clear fields
of fire.

“The one thing we are not doing is motor-
ing across country because of the mine
threat,” said Lt Col Beer.

When the armour arrived there was tangi-
ble concern that there would be non-compli-
ance with the Dayton agreement.

“Things have gone much better than
anyone dared hope on the military side,
partly because local people are war-weary
and want peace,” said Lt Col Beer.

But he was also quite clear that it was
IFOR’s overwhelming military strength
which had deterred non-compliance.

QUALITY OF LIFE

“We have been in the business of reassur-
ance, but in many ways we are now entering
a more difficult phase. The military aspects
were quite clear-cut but we are increasingly
likely to find ourselves trying to improve the
quality of life of civilians, whether in minor
civil aid projects or by assisting other organ-
isations.

“These political, police, humanitarian
and economic areas will be much less clear-
cut and in many ways more challenging,
requiring greater flexibility and adaptability
by officers and soldiers.”

The QRH Challengers are employed in
an unusual way, fulfilling tasks traditionally
carried out by reconnaissance soldiers:
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Lt Col Nigel Beer, command-
ing officer QRH

observation posts, vehicle checkpoints and
patrolling. It is far removed from their
normal high-intensity training

Despite high mileage, the tanks were per-
forming excellently, said LCpl Ben Kinsella.

Serving within a Canadian
brigade provided another
dimension for the headquar-
ters and one of the two
squadrons deployed.

The QRH Battle Group
and the 6th Czech Mecha-
nised Battalion to its north
both come under command
of the 2nd Canadian Multi-
National Brigade, based in
Coralici, north of Bihac.

Although the Hussars are
under Canadian control for
operational tasking, the regi-
ment received all its logistic
support and administration
from 4 Armoured then 1
Mechanised Brigade, which
also has operational control
over B Squadron in Mrkonjic
Grad.

Regimental headquarters
is at Kljuc, just outside the British brigade’s
Anvil area and in the Canadian brigade
boundaries.

This Muslim town is also home to G
Company of the 2nd Bat-
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An A Squadron Challenger negotiates a checkpoint guarded by a QLR Saxon

Pipe Major David Johnston plays Reveille in
QRH headquarters at Dettingen camp

talion, The Royal Cana-
dian Regiment, part of
the QRH Battle Group
along with B Company,
2nd Battalion, The Light
Infantry (replaced by a 1
WFR company), and
Hussars’ A/C squadron.
Completing the inter-

national flavour is a
detachment of Dutch
Marines who provide

forward observation offi-
cers for the battle group.

Liaison with the
Canadians presents no
problems, particularly
with A Squadron’s Cana-
dian 2iC under com-
mand.

Capt John Malevich is
on an exchange posting
from the QRH’s sister
regiment, the 8th Cana-
dian Hussars, which is
also the regiment of the
Canadian brigade commander. Capt Male-
vich is half Slovenian, so has a personal
interest in helping bring peace to former
Yugoslavia.

If peace is threatened in the QRH area of
responsibility it is not expected to be

s

Trooper Adam Barrett and Tpr Jon Gardner enjoy a brew while waiting t

through confrontation between the Serbs
and the Federation, but between the Bosn-
ian Muslims and Bosnian Croats in Kulen
Vakuf.

“Muslims hold the east bank and the
Croat military hold the west bank, and

it

TR -
o deploy on patrol

although it is really nothing to do with the
Dayton Agreement, it is a flash point and 1
have a platoon of infantry based there,” said
Maj Andrew Cuthbert, officer commanding
A Squadron.

The regiment tried to avoid having any-

~ i

A QRH tank crew passes time while waiting to deploy with B Squadron

thing like Cyprus’s Green Line which sug-
gested a permanent presence, but an
infantry platoon is continuously based in the
town.

In return for this platoon — from 2 LI-1
WEFR - a troop of Challengers was detached

to B Company at Sanski
Most.

The squadron is based at
Alamein Camp at Bosanski
Petrovac, collocated with half
of the regimental reconnais-
sance troop of four Scimitars,
along with the battle group
echelon support, the Light
Aid Detachment and Quar-
termaster Technical’s depart-
ment.

One of the regiment’s
assets, its pipe band, is widely
spread and Pipe Major David
Johnston has his work cut out
organising band practice

The former Queen’s Royal
Irish Hussars had a strong
band, but when the regiment
amalgamated with the
Queen’s Own Hussars in
1993, Pipe Major Johnston
had to rebuild it from scratch.

Many recruits come from
the Birmingham area and he is
encouraged by the support he gets from this
side of the regiment: 60 per cent of the band
is English.

English or Irish, the local Muslims appre-
ciate the IFOR presence — and the sight of
Challenger.
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HOW DASU RAN ITS OWN SHOW
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Cpl Craig Murthick, LCpl Cheryl Simmons, LCpl Paul Duke, Cpl Robert Hart and Cpl Percy
Rivers of the Defence Animal Support Unit training wing at Sennelager set up dog sections to

provide unit security in Croatia and Bosnia

Dogged approach
pays off for teeth
arm that lost its bite

IT WAS a dog’s life for Cpls Bob Hart
and Percy Rivers when they arrived in
Bosnia.

With a couple of other two-legged and
six four-legged members from the
Royal Army Veterinary Corps
Defence Animal Support Unit
(DASU) in Sennelager, they
arrived in early December to pro-
vide security for 24 Airmobile
Brigade units based at Ploce.

Their canine charges had
undergone an intensive six-month
course to adapt them from NATO

_rules of engagement to United Nations rules.

“Their previous training made them
non-aggressive. They were taught to hold
on without piercing the skin or biting,” Cpl
Hart explained.

Just weeks after arriving in theatre the
brigade was short-toured and the Royal
Anglians whom the DASU had trained as
handlers returned to Britain.

“We then had to change back to IFOR
rules and re-train all the dogs to make them
bite properly,” said Cpl Hart.

The dogs were flown from Sennelager in
special air-portable aluminium kennels in
which they spent the next three months as
there were no suitable facilities available at

24

Split. The transit kennels were so small the
dogs had to be constantly exercised.

For a while the animals were housed in a
tent close to a site used for personnel in
transit, and there were a few near
ll misses before a safe location was
found in an abandoned concrete
(I) bunker on the sea front.

0 Having arrived with dogs, dog

food and dog equipment but little
P other support, it was up to the two
corporals to convince command-
ing officers of the benefit of their
brand of security.

Quartermasters had to be found, vehi-
cles borrowed and electricity provided for
kennels. It was a difficult task, with no
back-up until they were taken under the
wing of support headquarters at Divulje
airfield.

As units who wanted the dogs had to
provide handlers for training, there was
sometimes a reluctance to take personnel
away from their normal jobs.

But dog sections were soon established
with Royal Logistic Corps establishments
at Lipa and Kupres and the presence
expanded to 18 dogs and 40 handlers over
a variety of locations from Split to Sipovo
and Sarajevo.

Guinness,
guts and
Goose
Green

DESPITE failing to break the record of
crossing East Falkland on foot in less than
nine hours, Sgt Keith Rumbold and Cpl

Steven Walker had
the satisfaction of
raising more than
£2,000 for the
Goose Green pri-
mary school play-
ground.

Both members
of the Adjutant
General’s Corps
serving in the Falk-
land Islands, the

1 Cpl Steven Walker
pair attempted to (left) and Sgt Keith

run the 100km Rumbold
(62.5 miles) from
the school to the war memarial in Stanley.

Cpl Walker, whose next tour of duty will
be to Bosnia, was unfortunately medically
withdrawn after 40 miles, but insisted on
continuing the run at a later stage to sup-
port his colleague’s successful attempt.
The current record was set by a Falkland
Islander on horseback.

Sgt Rumbold is currently recognised by
the Guinness Book of Records as the co-
holder of the 24-hour basic fitness test
(BFT) relay. This involved completing the
three-mile timed Army test a staggering 58
times in 24 hours.

Oars power...

These soldiers from the 1st Battalion, The
Royal Irish Regiment clocked up the equiva-
lent of 400 miles on rowing machines, far
enough to have taken them from Armagh —
where they on an operational tour - to their
current base at Catterick.

WO1 (RSM) Dee Orwin (foreground), who
organised the event in the soldiers’ spare
1ime, says the choice of charity was obvious
after two cases of meningitis had occurred
within the battalion.

FOUR very fit members of
the 4th Battalion, The Para- T

in the swim: Sgt Alan Wright (centre, moustache), of HQ and

-~
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Central Group R

ADC, with some of ti

for the Dunblane Appeal Fund by swimming 3,112 lengths (about 77,800m) of the pool in Gibraltar Barracks, Aldershot in a time of 2'/2 hours

Para Terriers choose
Holy Land challenge

chute Regiment (V) have
taken up a gauntlet thrown
down by Polar explorer Sir
Ranulph Fiennes to take part
in a “biblical triathlon” later
this year.

Between October 12 and
20, they and, the organisers
hope, members of the Regu-
lar Parachute Regiment and
other Army units will be
attempting to swim across
the Sea of Galilee, cycle to the
Dead Sea and trek to Massa-

e \ T

da in the cause of charity. The  ajj set for the Holy Land: (left to right) Pte Gerald Whitelock;

cost to individuals taking part  pye gean Pratt; LCpl Wilfred Cresswell; CSgt Ralph Rutter

will be £900 in sponsorship,
plus an identical amount after the event.

Money raised will be used to invite a
teacher from every one of the UK’s 30,000
schools to training courses at centres run
by the David Lewis Organisation to help
them identify children who may be in the
incipient stages of epilepsy.

For every person entering the event and
raising the required sponsorship amount,
the organisation will be donating £250 to
the Army Benevolent Fund. Every TAVRA

‘

approached to date has shown interest and
the Army School of Physical Training in
Aldershot is among Regular units keen to
get involved.

Organisers say the intention is to struc-
ture the event to “stimulate competition
between the élite contenders, but also offer
enjoyment to those who have less
endurance but enjoy a challenge in an
exciting and historic part of the world.”

@ See coupon on Page 28

We’ll tak the
back roads ...

A SEVEN-hour run from Glencorse Bar-
racks to Dunblane Cathedral, covering a
60-mile course following backroads
through Livingston, Lintlithgow, Falkirk,
Stenhousemuir and Stirling, helped to
raise more than £1,500 for the Dunblane
Appeal Fund.

The team of eight runners from Army
Training Regiment Glencorse, including
Cpl Rod Leach, a PTl seconded to the reg-
iment from 1st Battalion, The Highlanders,
who dreamed up the idea, all currently
serve as instructors there.

Promising dividends

THE BURMA Star Association, the 1940
Dunkirk Veterans Association and SSAFA
are among 25 ex-Service and civilian char-
ities which will benefit from £350,000
raised by the Tribute and Promise appeal.
Held last year to raise awareness about
the needs of the wartime generation, the
initiative had as its focus the VJ 50th
anniversary celebrations on August 19,
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CENTRE ZIP
ACTION BAG

Antarctica2C Isodry (centre zip)

£14£.00
Merlin Softie 3 £ 55.00
Hawk Softie 9 £ 75.00
Osprey Softie 12 £ 89.99
Military issue Sleeping bag £ 79.09
Military issue bag + base £ 99.99
Goretex issue Bivvy Bags
Full zip/hood Aretic issue £140.00
Non zip squaddie issue £110.00
Arctic issue Nylon, Olive Green £: 1999
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for free
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UK & BFPO
P&P £2.99
ANY SIZE
ORDER.

PRI Orders
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PLCE Chest Rig _

Genuine issue, 3 ammo
2 utility Pouches, Main body
of'rig is a large storage area,

DPM or Green £44.99
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Stay Warm—-\ Q\Q |
and comfortable. \ ¥ \ \-%
Buffalo Sp6 shirts £72.99
olive or black
Original Mountain shirts
£67.99 olive.
All other Buffalo kit stocked

SAS/Para

CWC G10 Seiko Chrono.

Bergan Rucksackl
£57.99 -£65.99 Genuine £185.00

1251tr. 3 external

pockets,
Waterproof
Butyle Nylon
outer, very heavy
duty. Genuine

Military Issue Watches.
Analogue + Chronograph
Military Watch Straps in stock.
CWC are genuine issue Beware of
imports with similar sounding names

FREE CAT : 0171 790 5257
CREDIT CARD ORDERS:0171 790 0900

CALLERS MON-FRI 9.30AM-5PM & SUN MORN 10-1PM

issue £189.99 I £

fPLCE Bcrgcn,l Berghaus
1251tr, side
pouches make
a 35hr day
| patrol pack.
I Cordura outer, |
lightweightand
durable Only

Cyclops2 Vulean
1001tr
| Bottom zip entry
| for easy access,
side pouches zip
off to make day
pack Bargain
14500 |  £175.00

Danner Boots +
Matterhorn Boots, for
severe weather use.
Goretex, Thinsulate
insulation, Vibram
commdo soles, Phone 3
. for details and best
U.K. prices. All type
of Genuine military
footwear in Stock.

INFO :

(1)

. e 3)
0171 790 5585 HITEC

FAX : 0171 791 0008

1) Army Issue Assault
Boots, New £39.99
2) Goretex Army Issue Boot
liners, keep your feet dry
and warm, (Mid calf length)
New £14.99
(Knee length) New £24.99
3) Army issue 80% wool
socks, cushion sole, only
£2.99 pr.
JUST IN ... LATEST
DPM TACTICAL VEST
GENUINE ISSUE.  £125.00
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Easy used car disposal-agreed
price before handover day

Delivery where you want it, or
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order service

Flexible finance tailored to suit
you (subject to status), now
including Rover Select
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qualifying buyers

shipping arranged
* Widespread after sales care
network

If it’s Rover...it’'s SCE
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and over again...
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Paratrooper
with a mission

THE Maginot Line, Dunkirk,
Sicily, Arnhem . . . old soldier
Reg Curtis tells what it was like
to be in the thick of the fighting
with No. 2 Commando 11th
SAS 1st Parachute Battalion.
And an exciting story he relates
in Churchill’s Volunteer - A Para-
chute Corporal’s Story.

Reg started his working life
in 1934 in a south London
engineering factory. He was
keen to learn and planned his
future around the job, but a
strike put him out of work and
he joined the Grenadier
Guards for a short term, after
which he intended joining the
police force.

But, as with so many other
young men, the war intervened
and Reg found himself in
France, guarding the suppos-
edly impregnable Maginot
Line, where he and some other
Grenadiers captured two pris-
oners following an exchange of
fire and a bayonet charge.

From here on Reg’s story
takes off. Returning from
Dunkirk he volunteered for the
Paras, after Churchill put out a
call.

The training was tough. Too
tough for one of his pals, who
lost his nerve on a training
jump from an RAF balloon
which, had he +succeeded,
would have earned him his
Para wings.

With his own “wings” firmly
in place Reg saw action in
Sicily and North Africa and, of
course, Arnhem.

His description of the battle
for the famous bridge is

The Anglo-Boer War: The
Road to Infamy 1899-1900 by
Owen Coetzer. Author sheds
new light on the Natal cam-
paign, from which defeat was
plucked out of almost certain
British victory. Such was the
scale of reversal at Spion Kop,
Colenso, Vaalkrautz and Lady-
smith that they became names
to blight the reputation of the
cream of British generals. Arms
and Armour Press, hardback,
£16.99.

Fascism: A History by Roger
Eatwell. Vintage, paperback,
£8.99

Churchill’'s Volunteer: A Para-
chute Corporal’s Story by Reg
Curtis, hardback, Avon Books,
£14.05.

detailed, fast-moving and hell-
ish. Wounded men lay every-
where, unable to tell him
anything about the fate of 1
Para.

He was seriously wounded
himself and medics decided to
strap him and another to the
bonnet of a jeep, with two
more in the back, and make a

IT IS NOT surprising that
over the years British Army
chiefs, when faced with a situa-
tion requiring fighting men of
the highest calibre, have often
turned to Scottish regiments to
meet their battlefield needs.

Tough and ferocious, the
status and reputation of Scot-
tish warriors and latter-day sol-
diers of famous regiments
stems from hundreds of years
of inter-clan battles, cross-
border forays and fighting
against the English.

Whether they were better
than others as fighting men in
those far-off days is open to
question, but as Philip Warner
shows in Famous Scottish Bat-
tles, from Stirling Bridge in
1297 to Culloden in 1746 — of
which the 250th anniversary
has just passed — many of
them, in those bygone times,
had a propensity for extreme
violence and, at times, would
go on the rampage for the sake
of something to do.

Consequently, Scottish men
acquired a reputation for being
fierce, fearless and loyal, the
combination of which has pur-
sued them down the centuries
and is one they have proved in
countless battles and wars ever
since. Philip Warner’s book is

Man BEHIND
TR
PARACHUTE

dash past the enemy
guns. They made it,
but with many others
he was captured soon
afterwards and
became a PoW.

This is an all-
action story told in a
straightforward,
although at times
quirky style, and
should prove of
interest to all sol-
diers past and pre-
sent. — JM

Churchill .

Famous Scottish Battles by
Philip Warner. Leo Cooper,
£9.95. 1745 — A Military History
of the Last Jacobite Rising by
Stuart Reid. Spellmount Publish-
ers, £18.95.

an easy-to-read and interesting
account of 16 major battles
over a span of 500 years, which
will excite the curiosity of read-
ers other than those with just
an interest in military history.

There are up-to-date maps
of the 16 battle sites and sur-
rounding areas which visitors
and readers alike will find most
helpful in their understanding
of what went on and where.

While Philip Warner covers a
selection of battles over hun-
dreds of years, Stuart Reid
confines himself to the battle of
Culloden Moor, the last full-
scale battle fought on British
soil,

In his book 1745 - A Military
History of the Last Facobite
Rising, Stuart Reid joins a long
line of others — not least him-
self since this is a follow-up to
his earlier study of the battle,
Like Hungry Wolves — in telling
the story of Charles Edward
Stuart, more popularly known
as Bonnie Prince Charlie or

. adrawing by Reg Curtis

ting men
aledonia

The Young Pretender, and his
Jacobite army and their annihi-
lation by Cumberland’s men
(including both English and
Scots) at Culloden.

Annihilation, massacre, car-
nage, call it what you will: the
rebels were overwhelmed in a
very short time. Hundreds
died in a hail of grapeshot in a
matter of minutes as they
charged the British line with-
out inflicting a single casualty.

Reid’s final casualty figures
for the battle are 1,500 rebels
dead or dying on the battlefield
against 50 dead and 259
wounded on Cumberland’s
side.

Hundreds more Jacobites
were badly wounded or died of
their wounds, or were hunted
down and slain. It was total
destruction by a far superior
force.

With the defeat went the
dreams and hopes of the Ital-
ian-born Charles Stuart, who
fled from the battlefield when
he realised all was lost.

The author tells the story of
the last military campaign on
British soil in great detail,
much of which is verifiable
since he lists his sources at
some length.

Good reading. - JM
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duty on the field of battle during the
period September 5 to 15, 1950 — during
this period the brigade held a critical
sector of the Naktong river line — and for
its participation in the general offensive of

The 3rd Royal Australian Regiment

-Citation recognised British brigade’s heroism-

FURTHER to the letter from Les Peate
(May 13) I can confirm that the Korean
Presidential Citation was awarded to the
27th British Infantry Brigade and not the
27 COMWEL Brigade as he says.

The citation stated that the award was
for outstanding and heroic performance of

arrived in Korea on September 28 and did
not join the brigade until October 1 when
it was renamed the 27th British Common-
wealth Infantry Brigade.

By this time the brigade was located in
the area of Suwon. — Lt Col (Retd) HR
Jeffes, Hove, E Sussex.

Did any British unit make a
bayonet charge during the
Second World War and has
any since?

| believe the last bayonet
charge by a formed unit took
place on April 11, 1945 and was
mounted by 6 Commando
during the Essel bridgehead
battle in N Germany. Full details
can be found in my book No Tri-
umphant Procession — The For-
gotten Battles of April 1945. - Lt
Col J D K Russell, 1 PWRR.

In July 1944 at Eterville in Nor-
mandy, the men of C Coy of the
2nd Bn Glasgow Highlanders
(46 Brigade, 15th Scottish Divi-
sion) were put in support in an
area by the church where the
enemy had broken through.

The company was caught by
heavy mortar fire and lost a lot
of men while getting into posi-
tion. It was then attacked by
German heavy infantry support-
ed by a few tanks.

The Germans were killed to a
man in a bayonet charge led by
Cpl Lorrimer. When the Ger-
mans withdrew they left more
than 100 dead in and around C
Coy's position. Mortar fire
resulted in 85 casualties among
the Glasgow Highlanders. - T G
Smith, Knutsford, Cheshire.

ervice tenants
live In the ‘worst
of all worlds’

CARI ROBERTS’S remarks in Soldier on the subject of rent increases for
Service married quarters (April 29) were smug. Here is a more jaundiced view.

Married quarters rent rises
are presented as “no more than
a catching-up exercise”, and
“placing the military on a par
with their civilian compara-
tors”.

This may seem to some to be
all very well, but as yet I see no
evidence of the Ministry of
Defence taking steps to pro-
vide services in line with these
increased rents, or on a par
with their civilian comparators
— landlords like me who own
and rent properties (through
agents or otherwise) in the
world outside the Forces.

The transfer of MQ proper-
ties to the private sector offers
no advantages whatever to the
tenant.

If anything it further compli-

British Honduras medal?

I BACK Leon Clarke (Letters,
May 13) in his call to the Royal
British Legion to support
efforts to get campaign medals
for men who did their bit in
troubled parts of the world.

I and many others who
served in British Honduras
(now Belize) also did not
receive a medal. — G J Clark
(ex-1st KSLI), Doncaster,
Yorks.

cates an archaic situation, to
the disadvantage of the tenant.
The new chain of responsibili-
ty for MQs will be:

® The bricks, mortar and
paint will be owned by profit-
making civilians who are
responsible for their upkeep.
These buildings will be rented
to the MoD who will:

@ Sub-let the properties to
Service tenants through the
Defence Housing Executive
(DHE).

® The rent paid by tenants
goes not to the local DHE, but
to the Exchequer, which allots
a budget to the DHE.

® DHE employs Estate
Management Officers (EMOs)
who then supposedly act as the
MoD’s property management
agents but who (unlike my
agent) are not responsible for:

® Supply and maintenance
of furnishing, carpets, curtains
etc. For these landlord/agent
responsibilities the MoD’s very
own Accommodation Services
Units (ASUs) remain responsi-
ble. They are -effectively
autonomous since they are in
no way subordinate to DHE,
despite the fact that they are in
effect contractors providing a
service to DHE and — more
important — to the tenants.

For the Armed Services, the
landlord/tenant/agent relation-
ship is skewed to the disadvan-
tage of the tenant for reasons
including the fact that DHE is
on a fixed budget from the
Exchequer which is not direct-
ly related to rental income

from managed properties.

This both eliminates the
dynamic free-market influ-
ences that characterise land-
lord/tenant/agent relationships
in the real private rental prop-
erty imarket, and insulates
DHE and ASU from bottom-
up tenant-driven pressures to
develop and exercise the bud-
getary flexibility vested in local
housing authorities.

In effect Service tenants are
being asked to pay real market
rates without being offered real
market service — the worst of all
worlds.

‘ARCHAIC’

MoD landlords are allowed
to charge their tenants 1990s
rents but to retain with their
ASUs the same archaic, unre-
sponsive, centrally-run, low-
budget system that prevailed
20 years ago.

The effect of this decision
will be to persuade more and
more Service personnel to take
advantage of what Service
schemes are available and buy
their own homes — with disas-
trous effects on the communal
nature of regimental life, in

UK and abroad.
Cari is presumably above
such trivia. — Mrs J M

Sturtivant, clo 5th (War-
wickshire) Battalion! The
Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers, Coventry.

@ Cari Roberts comments: “My
column is aimed at provoking
debate and I'm delighted that Mrs
Sturtivant has taken the trouble to
raise important issues.”

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW
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Search is on for
youngest reader

JAMIE Westbrook, aged 11,
asked if he is the youngest
reader of Soldier (April 29).

I am seven years old. I have
an uncle who was in the Welsh
Guards and who passes on the
magazine to me. «

Please could you put my
letter into Soldier so that my
uncle will read it? — Bradley
Williams, Hitchin, Herts.

WHILE not wishing to take
anything away from Jamie
Westbrook, may I introduce
you to eight-year-old
Johnathan Severyman, from
Aigburth, Liverpool.
Johnathan, whose mum
works for me at Kelton Grange
Nursing Home, Aigburth, has
“adopted” me as his Uncle
Major Alf. Like Jamie, he is
Army-barmy, to the extent of
taking his dad out at weekends
to the local park to explore
caves and conduct rfoute
marches, complete with haver-
sack-rations, webbing and
faithful retainer guard-dog
Sasha. :
Johnathan takes my old
copies of Soldier and digests
them from cover to cover. — A
Summers TD, Liverpool L.17.

‘

IN RESPONSE to Jamie’s
letter, I am ten-and-a-half and
have been reading Soldier for
three months.

I enjoy it very much and
receive my copy from my
grandfather, who served with
the Middlesex Regiment for 33
years. — Nick Waldron, Can-
terbury, Kent.

Loyal reader Suzanne Batch, 11

AM 1 your youngest girl
reader? My name is Suzanne, I
am 11 vears old, and I have a
sister called Stephanie.

I live near Ashford in Kent
and go to school at the local vil-

lage. I have been interested in
the Army since I was four.

I go to the Royal Tourna-
ment every year and I can’t
wait to join the Army Cadets. I
have been reading Soldier for a
year. Suzanne Batch, Ash-
ford, Kent.

I AM 13 years old, so not as
young as Jamie Westbrook but
an avid reader of Soldier. I par-
ticularly enjoy the reports from
around the world.

I think you should publish
more information about the
Bosnia affair and others. This
school is exclusively for sons
and daughters of serving or
former Service personnel and
many of the students have
fathers or mothers out there. —

Tom Whateley, Haig
House, Duke of York’s
Royal Military School,

Dover, Kent.

® We do try to cover Bosnia as
widely as possible, Tom — indeed,
there are several pages in this
issue. But we take your point. —
Editor.

I AM a young fan of yours and
have been reading and collect-

For the record...

Light Brigade

REF J W Bell's letter (April 1),
Canon William Murrell Lummis's
Honour the Light Brigade records
the names of every man at Bal-
aclava — of all five regiments
participating. The good canon
was also editor of the 11th Hus-
sars Journal.

Nary a mention of the 7 H or
the KDGs! They weren't there!
Far from “making-up the brigade”
he maligns my own 13th LD
who were not only in the front
line but on the right of it.

There's a yarn that Cardigan
told-off some 13th LD who rode
abreast of him, “Who’s leading
this bloody charge anyway?” He
had his bottle, black or no. | can
hear him, as if alive, “calling out”
a certain cavalry officer!

Every book and picture I've
studied agrees with the Soldier
comment on sequence and for-
mation. — Gerry Frizzelle (ex-B
Sqn, 13th/18th Royal Hussars
(QMQ)), London SE12.

® Mr Bell, whose original letter
provoked such commenl, was
moved to conduct further
research in the Middlesbrough
reference library and has writ-
ten with the following quote from
the Cambridge Historical Ency-
clopedia of Great Britain
(Christopher Haigh, Cambridge
University Press, 1985): “The
regiments taking part were the
17th Lancers, the 13th Hussars,
the 11th Hussars, the 4th Hus-
sars and the 8th Hussars.” Mr
Bell writes of his pride and
respect for the 11th Hussars,
which he joined in 1933. He was
posted in the Second World
War to 1st The Kings Dragoon
Guards. — Editor.

Total soldiers
| AM SURE many were delight-
ed (but possibly not taken in by)
Col April Fulcher, late WRAC
and the project CCCC97 (April

i

However, this redoubtable
lady is not the first with the “total
soldier” concept; one Brig
George Chatterton actually had
such men in his regiment during
the Second World War.

It was known as the Glider
Pilot Regiment . . . see their his-
tory! And they were pilots as
welll — lan Penneck, South-

well, Notts.

ing your magazine for more
than a year.

I enjoy finding out about or
collecting anything to do with
the British Army and have
done for quite some time. I
especially like photographs of
British soldiers in action. —
Ross McGlade, Balerno,
Scotland.
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LS1)YEARS AGO

From Soidier, June 8, 1946

BRITAIN'S PRIDE

A rumble of heavy tracks on
the streets of London heralds
the armoured contingent of
the British Army. At its head
is a brand new Comet, a spec-
imen of Britain's latest and
finest cruiser tank, resplen-
dent in spotiess green paint
against which her spare
track-links contrast their
shining black. Sitting in her
turret . . . is Lt R G Byron,
DSO, 4/7 Royal Dragoon
Guards, commander of the
tank and of the armoured
contingent. He has been in
the Army since 1918.

(From a report on the Victory Parade)

7Z5YEARS AGO

From Soldier, June 1971

HOVER BOVVER

A frightened housewife living
on a remote island 500 miles
inside the Arctic Circle sent a
message to the Norwegian
police, reporting that a mon-
ster had come out of the sea
in a snowstorm and crawled
up the beach. What she had in
fact seen was her first hover-
craft, one of four which 60
men of 200 Hovercraft Trials
Squadron, RCT, had taken to
northern Norway for three
months of trials in arctic

conditions.

Pilgrimage

FORMER soldiers and their fami-
lies gathered in Abergavenny on
May 11 to remember their com-
rades of the 3rd Battalion, The
Monmouthshire Regiment.

The annual pilgrimage to lay
wreaths at the war memorial in the
town centre is always held on the
closest Saturday to May 8 — the
day in 1915 during the second
Battle of Ypres when, obeying the
order to stand to the last man, the
3rd Monmouths lost 703 killed and
wounded without giving an inch of
ground to the enemy.

All set to take on one of their
more unusual tasks were LCpl
Anthony Harper (left) and LCpl
Leon Potts of 125 Field
Squadron, RE (V), based at
Stoke-on-Trent.

They used a hydraulic plat-
form to drill two metal nest
boxes into position 70m (250ft)
up a cooling tower at Ince
power station in Cheshire.

The boxes have been spe-
cially designed for peregrine

=2 D) N

falcons
(inset), a
protected
species
whose
natural
nesting
habitat is sheer cliff faces — an
environment which, unlike the
cooling tower, does not always
provide protection to the birds
from criminals who steal eggs
and chicks for profit.

Initiative sets
‘people’ goals

THE ARMED Services and the
Ministry of Defence have been
committed to achieving the
Investors in People (IIP) Standard
by Field Marshal Sir Peter Inge,
Chief of the Defence Staff, and
Richard Mottram, the Parliamen-
tary Under-Secretary.

IIP aims to help organisations
improve performance by setting
and communicating business
goals and developing people to
meet them “so that what people
can do and are motivated to do
matches what the organisation
needs them to do,” says the MoD.

Responsibilities

include:
payment of outgoings and salaries, preparing annual
returns to Inland Revenue and liaising with bankers and
Charity Commissioners, preparing budgets and

attending regular Friends’ meetings.
Hours and honorarium negotiable.
Apply, with CV, to:
Hon. Secretary, Friends of the Imperial War Museum,
Lambeth Road, London SE1 6HZ.

A qualified person is required to take over the
financial management and computerisation of the
FRIENDS OF THE IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM,

a registered charity with 5,000 members and expanding.

collecting  subscriptions,
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Any organisation seeking IIP
accreditation must be indepen-
dently assessed against a nation-
al standard but, the MoD stresses,
the IIP is not simply a training ini-
tiative: it is about making best use
of human resources.

Although departmental commit-
ment has only just been made,
there has been increasing interest
in the initiative across the MoD
and Armed Forces for some time.

To date, four establishments —
Base Ammunition Depot Long-
town; the 4th Battalion, The King's
Own Royal Border Regiment;
Civiian Pay Records Office
(Bath); and the Army Presentation
Team — have received accredita-
tion.

A further 20 have made a formal
commitment with their local Train-
ing and Enterprise Councils.

1 HORSE SENSE: Army fam-
ilies interested in matters
equine will be interested to hear
that special discount rates are
being offered for groups of 12
or more for this year’s Horse of
the Year Show at Wembley from
October 2 - 6. A feature this year
will be the French equitation
team the Cadre Noir (giving dis-
plays from October 4 - 6), who
have not appeared in this coun-
try for 12 years.

Details: 0181- 900 9988.

B
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An occasional series on
what the journals of
other armies are saying

From a special Bosnia edition
of the Swedish Armed Forces’
magazine férsvarets forum:
Throughout history Sweden [not
a member of NATO] has had
many violent conflicts with her
present colleagues in IFOR.
Swedish King Charles Xl
marched deep into Russia and
also had hostile relations with
Poland. Both Finland and Norway
have belonged to Sweden in
unions where neither the forma-
tions nor the dissolutions were
without pain. Now together with
the USA, Sweden is working for
peace alongside ex-enemies.

From Army newspaper, Aus-
tralia: A four-year project is
under way to design and build a
Korean War Memorial on Can-
berra’s Anzac Parade. It will be
dedicated on the anniversary of
the Battle of Kapyong, a defining
moment in what the Australians
call their “forgotten war”.

From Army, Association of
the US Army magazine: The
US Army is now deeply involved
in the Balkans. . .. The stakes
are high. It may be that we are
witnessing the evolution of a
new order of affairs defining the
world’'s expectations for burden
bearing by the sole surviving
superpower. — Maj Gen Edward
B Atkeson, US Army (Retd).

From SALUT, magazine of the
South African National Defence
Force: As part of the SANDF’s
investigation into possible future
peacekeeping operations, senior
members attended an interna-
tional workshop in Pretoria. Part
of a Norwegian government-
funded project, it was also
attended by representatives
from  Botswana, Lesotho,
Namibia, Malawi, Mozambique,
Mauritius, Swaziland, Tanzania,
Zambia and Zimbabwe.

From Army Reserve maga-
zine (USA): “Oocah!” “Hough!”
“Aieeyah!” “Hoo-wah!” ... The
great regiments of history have
always had such rallying calls.
In America's Army our heritage
rings with stirring battles cries:
“Geronimo!”, “Garry Owen!” and
“NSDQ (Night Stalkers Don't
Quit)". There is power in all of
these expressions. And make
no mistake about it — there is
power in “Ooah!” — Gen Gordon
R Sullivan (former Army Chief of
Staff).

DATES

St e TR

Picture: Sgt lan Liptrot, Gren Gds

WITH Euro 96 upon us, football
boots will be very much in evi-
dence in stadium and on televi-
sion screen.

But Surrey businessman
Don Telford is interested in
them for quite another reason:
he wants people to SEND him
their old football boots . . . for
dispatch to Africa.

Don’t bin

your boots

“Don’t bin your old boots” is
his message. “They may be
rubbish to you, but they are
‘solid gold’ to a young African.

“Football is the most popu-

lar sport in that country, but the
people are poor and boots are
expensive,” says Don, a former
TA sergeant in The Duke of
Wellington’s Regiment. He
runs a shipping company and
has recently returned from
Uganda.

He can be reached on 01252
783280, fax 01252 782063.

Wildenrath

anniversary.”  All
trained ranks who have served
with 59 Indep Cdo Sqn RE are
invited to attend. Details from Capt
M D Berrill, RMB Chivenor, Barn-
staple, N Devon EX31 4AZ

REUNIONS

Stags  1985-92:
Reunion to be held at RAF Brize
Norton Rugby Club on June 22.

Details from Sgt Aly Wynn on RAF
Halton ext 6110.

Commando sappers: Reunion
on July 26-28 at RM Barracks,

Chivenor to coincide with 25th
commando-

(Chivenor Mil 7603).

40th Regiment RA: Regimental

reunion- of the Lowland Gunners,
past and present, takes place in
Edinburgh on August 24. Details
from WO2 (BSM) Pivett, 40th

Major General: T J Sullivan — To
be Chief of Staff Headquarters
ARRC, May 17. g
Brigadiers: C R Watt — To be
Director ASC, May 13.
Colonels: J C W Gillman — To
Ministry of Defence, May 7; M A

APPOINTMENTS

Regiment RA, Caen Barracks,
BFPO 30.

22 (Gibraltar 1779-1783) Battery
RA: Serving members will be
hosting a weekend reunion, to
include a formal dinner, parade, all
ranks function and church service,
for all former members of the bat-
tery on September 20-22 at
Roberts Barracks, Larkhill. Details
from Project Officer, 22 Bty
Reunion, Roberts Barracks,
Larkhill, Salisbury, Wilts SP4 8QU
(01980 675965 or 675948, or
Larkhill Mil (732) 5965 or 5948).

Infantry Boys/Junior Leaders
Battalion: Former boys and per-
manent staff, Tuxford. Harrogate,
Plymouth, Oswestry please note
the second annual reunion dinner

Hart - To be Comdr RASU, May 6.

Retirements

Brigadiers: D H Coombe, late
RAMC, May 9; A Dean, late
RAChD, May 18.

Colonels: A J G Wight, late
WG, May 16.

The Queen Mother inspects men of the 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards at a ceremony in the private gar-
dens of Clarence House during which she presented a new Standard to her “Welsh Cavalry”

rescheduled from
August 3 at Worthy Down and will
now be held on October 19 at 5

has been

RGJ Training Centre, Milton
Keynes. Details from Howard
Johnson, 35 Maes-y-Sarn, Pen-
tyrch, Cardiff CF4 8QQ, please
enclose sae (or tel 01222
891274).

12th Battalion, Devonshire Reg-
iment (6th Airborne): The 50th
reunion dinner will be held at the
Devon Hotel, Exeter by-pass
(Mattord Roundabout), Exeter, on
October 12. Personnel who
served with the 12th Devonshires
from 1940-45 are asked to contact
social secretary Mrs Ada Follett,
Rosemount, Exmouth Road,
Exton, nr Exeter, Devon EX3 0PQ
(01392 874596).

May

30-June 6: Armed Forces Art
Soaciety 63rd exhibition, Nation-
al Army Museum, Chelsea.
June

3: SSAFA military band spec-
tacular, Duke of York's HQ,
Chelsea, 7.45pm. Tickets £5
(payable to Greater London
TAVRA) from Duke of York's HQ,
Chelsea, London SW3 4RY.
5-6: Floodlit Beating Retreat by
massed bands of Household
Division, Horse Guards Parade,
2130. Salutes to be taken by
Princess Margaret (5th) and the
Duchess of Gloucester (6th).
Tickets, £10, £8 and £5, from
0171-414 2271,

11, 12, 13: Beating Retreat by
Royal Marines on Horse
Guards Parade to mark 75th
birthday of Captain General,
6.15pm. Tickets: 01705 547205.
15: RLC at Home. Displays,
demonstrations, sideshows at
Princess Royal Barracks, Deep-
cut, Camberley, Surrey, 2-6pm.
15: Queen’s Birthday Parade.
Colour trooped by 1 ‘IG
(rehearsals June 1 and 8).
15-21: Weymouth international
military and veterans’ festival.
23: Colchester Garrison Coun-
try Day, Fingringhoe Ranges,
including 24 AB Bde military dis-
play and music. Proceeds to
ABF, SSAFA and local charity.
25: Evening with ex-Para Frank
(“It's the way | tell 'em”) Carson
at Airborne Forces Museum,
Aldershot (01252 349619).
29-30: SSAFA fund-raising Air
Day, RAF Waddington, Lincoin.
July

5: RE Rowing Club 150th anni-
versary reunion, Royal Henley.
9-20: Royal Tournament.

11: RBL 75th anniversary ser-
vice, Westminster Abbey.

14: Para spectacular, Southsea
Common, in aid of Airborne
Forces welfare. Free entry.

21: Oxon-Bucks RBL gala day,
Stonor Park, Henley-on-Thames.
28: Tank Museum battle day,
Bovington.

August

14-26: Gurkhas at Gallipoli
exhibition, Gurkha Museum,
Winchester (01962 842832).
September

7-8: Berwick Military Tattoo.
Proceeds to SSAFA.

October

6: Aldershot militaria exhibition
and fair, The Maltings, Farn-
ham, Surrey,

November

16: Band of RAF College Cran-
well performs at Cranwell in aid
of SSAFA. (details: 01406
425550).

® 7o include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

SEARCHLINE

651 Air OP/AAC Squadron:
Reunion and new association pro-
posed. For details, please send
stamped, addressed envelope to
Nigel Driver, 41 Laburnum Road,
Sandy, Beds SG19 1HG (tel
01767 682451).

Dortmund,
Germany: Former teachers and
pupils sought for reunion on July
27. Details from Sharon Selman

Cornwall School,

(née Stephenson) on 01622
743100 evenings, 01622 773260
days.
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To the banner

bor

ROYAL Scots and Gurkhas
carried out a ceremony
dating back more than 100
years when two colonels
exchanged pipe banners at
the home of the 3rd Battal-
ion, The Royal Gurkha
Rifles, Church Crookham.

Lt Gen Sir Peter Duffell, Reg-
imental Colonel of The Royal
Gurkha Rifles and Brig Mark
Strudwick, Regimental Colonel
of The Royal Scots, tied the ban-
ners to the bass drones of pipes
carried by a Gurkha and Royal
Scots soldier to mark their long
association.

Also present was Lt Col John
Poole-Warren of The Royal
Green Jackets, who was present-
ed with two pictures to mark his
regiment’s affiliation with the
Gurkhas.

The honour — some misguid-
ed souls would say the blame —
for having introduced Gurkhas
to the Scottish Highland bag-
pipes is claimed by the First of
Foot, a Lowland regiment
known to have had a serving
piper in the 1630s.

The Gurkhas and the Indian

Gurkha culture

Army were probably the first to
adopt the pipes; today they are
played in almost every country,
and several armies have pipe
bands, from Jordan and Egypt to
Malaysia and Brunei.

The pipes have long been an
integral part of the Gurkha mili-
tary culture, with traditional
Gurkha tunes adapted to the
instrument and played with traditional
Scottish marches and airs.

Gurkhas attending piping courses at
Edinburgh Castle are renowned for their
dedication to learning a foreign instru-
ment, with strange terms and weird, late
medieval music. They succeed through
hard work, and the most recent to pass out
from his pipe major’s course was
awarded a distinction both in
theory and practical.

The doughty Highlanders of
Nepal first acquired their love of
the pipes when they met Britain’s oldest
royal and Regular regiment while serving in
India in the 1890s, though the connection
with Britain dates back to around 1815.
While the Royal Scots and most of the
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British Army were defeating Napoleon 4t
Waterloo, another little-known campaign
was being fought with particular ferocity.

But during the Anglo-Nepal war British
and Gurkhas noted each other’s bravery . . .
and the fact that prisoners were treated
honourably. Survivors of the Battle of
Malaun in 1815 decided to join the East
India Company Army and
formed the first four British
Gurkha battalions.

After a long association with
the Royal Scots in India the 1st
Battalion, 10th Gurkha Rifles established
the first Gurkha pipe band.

From 1895 the pipes and drums were
trained by the pipe major of 2 RS and
pipers of the 2nd Battalion, 10 GR were

Lt Gen Sir Peter Duffell, Regimental Colonel of The Royal Gurkha Rifles, and Brig Mark Strudwick, Regi-
mental Colonel of the Royal Scots, tie banners on the pipes of LCpl John Todd and Piper Narayan Rai

trained between 1909 and 1911.

On both occasions the pipers were given
permission by the Royal Scots to wear their
tartan, the Hunting Stewart.

Royal Scots and Gurkhas fought along-
side each other in 1915, repelling Turkish
attacks on the Suez Canal then landing at
Gallipoli.

The link continued throughout the
Second World War bur it was not until
1950 that the affiliation with the Royal
Scots was confirmed, and permission was
given to wear a patch of Hunting Stewart
Tartan on Gurkha uniforms and as a back-
ground to the regimental badge.

It was at this time that it became custom-
ary for colonels of the regiments and com-
manding officers to present pipers with
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These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to
HOAY 638, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by June 28. Do
not include anything else

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

in your envelope. More
than one entry can be sub-
mitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The
first correct entries drawn
will be the winners. No
correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
July 22 issue.

Name : (Give rank or title)

Address :

Competition No 635 (April 29): Congratulations to Mr R
Stappleton, of Wrexham, Clwyd, who wins £50. Book
prizes go to runners-up Mr D J McCoy, of Maida Vale,
London W9, and Sgt Crick (ACF Instructor), of Rushden,

Northants.

new banners for the bagpipes. When 10
GR merged with the other regiments of the
Brigade of Gurkhas to form the Royal
Gurkha Rifles, 3 RGR adopted the tradi-
tions of 10 GR.

The day chosen for the ceremony was
Delhi Day, which commemorates a battle
honour won by The King’s Royal Rifle
Corps and 2 GR and perpetuates another
strand of tradition.

Lightning pace

After the battle, the Gurkhas asked to be
known as riflemen and to wear the rifle
green uniform, black buttons and black
crossbelt of the RG], as well as adopting
the Rifles’ pace of 140 to the minute,
instead of the normal infantry pace of 116.
Pipers tend to march at a more stately
swagger of 112, although Gurkhas still play
at a hectic 140.

While the Gurkhas have easily adopted
the traditions of line regiments, L.Cpl John
Todd of the Royal Scots found it less easy
marching with the Gurkhas when he
paraded to receive the Gurkhas’ banner.

“I’ve never marched so fast in all my
days,” he declared.

‘

Lt Gen Sir Peter Duffell presents a framed print to Lt Col John Poole-Warren of The Royal Green
Jackets to commemorate their affiliation with the Gurkhas
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MILITARY CV SERVICES

The original CV service for HM Forces:
established in 1984

- Ny
C \ ] - for Military
S personnel
Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.

Quality content. Impeccable presentation
Competitive price. Nation/Worldwide service.

A world-wide CV firm run by a former
Army officer and current full-time career
Laser printing. Free clent CV storage consultant. Past clients include men and
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes, women of all ranks from every part of the

Updates, Application Letters, etc. Army. .
SERVICE - CV Why not write or telephone for full details to:
Anthony Jacques,
Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS, 66 High View Road,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ

Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU
Tel / Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 msaJ

MOFFATS SCHOOL

Kinlet Hall Bewdley Worcestershire

A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families

* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

* High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline
* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

* Our own escorts to and from airports and stations

* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats.
Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn

Telephone: Kinlet (01299) 841230. Fax: (01299) 84 1444

.

Tel: 01483 823766
e aase M«rmﬂm(&m
Venue: Hereford. Various courses yearly. Next course scheduled for late July 1996 :

| Course Director: Peter Mc Aleese. Vast experience training CP Bodyguards, the Military, the |
SAS & Operational.

h rse All necessary drills including Personal VIP Protection & Escort, Threat
Covers: Assessment, Residential Security, Firearms, Bomb Search, Terrorism}
, Protocol, Defensive & Evasive Driving, etc. :
ng;_ Including accommodation and meals: £750. :

For application form and further details mﬁamwmwp stamp to: .
688 Mmm Oﬂ‘len. cio‘c!iﬂnge Books, 17 Shubbery SWW M o

Tel: 0181 677 266
SECURE YOUR FUTURE

Train with TCM Ltd to become a
COMPUTER HARDWARE TECHNICIAN

Computer Technology is the Driving Force in Industry and Commerce. It
will provide an ever increasing Demand for Skilled Hardware Technicians
with JOB SECURITY.

TCM can provide you with these skills. Full-time courses of 4 or 10 weeks leading
to City & Guilds Micro Computer Systems Installation and Maintenance Level 1.

Tel: 01634 404200

WARMINSTER SCHOOL

Coeducational, Day and Boarding
4 to 18 years old
% Pupils can join at any age
* Long experience in caring for Service families
* Bursaries available, plus 6th Form Scholarships, and awards at 11+
+ Continuity of educaton across the whole age range, within a caring,
friendly community
% An opportunity to keep the whole family together
* Small class sizes, excellent facilities
* High standards, and clear expectations
Prospectus and further details may be obtained from
Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8PJ
(Tel: 01985 213038; Fax: 01985 214129)

Warminster School is a registered charity providing education for boys and girls

And who doesn t?
And the way to do it is to take a low cost,
high profit Market Stall Franchise with
The Traditional Hardware Company.

Our experienced management team have developed a
unique franchising concept which puts you in command
of your own destiny. Our proven system allows you to
earn a substantial income operating a business on your
local markets. We are part of one of Europe's largest
suppliers of DIY/Hardware products, so you can be
confident that we're here to help you all the way. We
supply you with a 'ready to run business' which includes
a quality all weather market stall and over 650 product
lines that we know people will buy all the year round.
We run a comprehensive training program to cover all
the aspects of running the business. Your investment
will be low but the rewards will be high.

For further details contact us soon-
that's the way ahead.

[.P.Turner Director of Sales and Marketing
Traditional Hardware Company Ltd
Parsonage Way Trading Estate Chippenham Wiltshire SNI5 5PN

Telephone 01793 724663 Fax 01793 724015

Please mention T,
CVs & RESUMES
so LD'ER When A-speaaﬁsl g:d fully comp;’ehgnswe seMce
replying tO :Ii:lc;rdess entirely to the individual which
advertlsements f .J—;b‘applica;ig:l::t:r

# Printed on A4 white card
3# Fully bound
# Client's own disc

ONLY £20 ( Including UK postage)
For full details and expert advice please
contact: Gerald Hunter BA (Hons), 30
Winskill Road, Liverpool L11 1HB

Answerphone/fax

Canada is looking for immigrants
who are skilled and professionally
trained people.

If you would like to know more
about a new life in Canada

For a FREE Assessment

0151 256 8874

C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & Master|
Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services, over,
2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different Media

CG" NOW on Presentation types available. Complete package
06 providing Unbeatable Quality.
0 1 8 ] 385 88 For an Information Pack
please Phone or Write to:
ACADIA Mr MacDonald

3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull,
East Yorkshire HU6 9UA
Tel: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days a week) D8

Friendly — Experienced
Canadian Immigration, Business

& Settlement Specialists

TRAIN TO BE A

BODYGUARD

Excel Security have been providing Bodyguards to the rich,
famous (and not so famous) for many years. Our comprehensive
training course was fully featured on Channel 4’s “Cutting Edge”.
Our ex-students work all over the world. The training is very
thorough and quite demanding. Whilst our main occupation is the
provision of Trained Bodyguards, we do hold around four training
courses a year for those who wish to start a new career in the Close
Protection Industry. Could you be a Bodyguard? Please send for
our free information pack and find out. The courses can be done
whilst serving or on resettlement. Obtain your free information
pack by calling 0181 770 7955 during office hours or writing to:

CP Training Division,

Excel Security (1988) Limited,
51 Lower Road, Sutton,
Surrey SM1 40R.

D8

34



NEED A CV?

For frele details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept
PO Box 573
Sutton Coldfield,
West Midlands
B73 6PA
0121-355 2187

SERVICES,_

~CARICATURES

Hilarious caricatures

*Groups' or “Singles’
from photos in colour

or B&W by a

= professional

e oy A *
P 4 cartoonist. A unique
=gl pift for all occasions.
5 = E 2
N / Also cartoonists for
wy, ] parties. etc. For samples
+ and prices or a quotation

Rick Coleman: 0181-441 6607
D4

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of post Service
Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £11;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £9; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £8; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Accumulated CSM: £6;
S/Atlantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VI.R. with clasp
£7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal with
clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.LY. mounting: 1 space - £1
2-£1.10;3-£1.20;4-£1.30;5-£1.40;6-£1.50:
7-£1.60; 8- £1.80; 9-£2.00; 10 - £2.20.
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage
e 7.day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary' and
‘court’ style.
® Full-size medals supplied
* Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
© Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

ok

UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE

Mess Dress P.O.A.
Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00
OR's No.1 Dress £295.00
Officers No.1 Dress £325.00
S.B. Blazer £150.00
D.B. Blazer £175.00
Dinner Suit T/Wool £220.00
Dinner Suit Wool £250.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

All prices subject 1o VA T. where applicable

48Hr or 2 Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK
STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY
TEL: 01449 766088 FAX: 01448 766606

MILITARY INSIGNIA

32 page illustrated catalogue lists hundreds
and hundreds of British insignia — anodised,
bullion, hackles, DZ flashes, s/utles, Para
wings, officers’ badges, arm bands etc
Also 20 page illustrated French Foreign
Legion catalogue listing ALL
legion insignia.
Send £2 (British)
and £1 (French)

MIKE LAPWORTH
26 SOUTHDOWN ROAD
BRISTOL BS9 3NL

~

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(25p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (01455) 239262

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!,

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting.up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive prices and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service,
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 BAP

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383

Join our ARMY

of readers

Contact our subscription
department on:

01252 347353

MILITARY

Military Accounting Systems
Printers to HM Forces

Catalogue and Price List
free on request

MemoFile Military Systems
CHURCH HOUSE
CHURCH STREET
LONDON EIS 3JA

Telephone: 0181-534 3851
Fax: 0181-555 7567

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

& BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT &
SWEATSHIRTS

* Ties x Sportsbags
* Golf umbrellas
* Baseball caps

Embroidered garments — Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36
Badges — embroidered — min gty 25
Enamelled — min 100
Blazer badges — min 5
Ties — woven — min 50, printed min 36
Baseball caps min 50
Sports bags min 50

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.

S.A.E. for price list.

Lancashire Embroidery & Insignia Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

Golf umbrellas min 25

Write phone or
fax for colour

-
Ensgn mnon
Kilcreggan,
MOTIFS! Dunbartenshire

G84 0JN
Tel 0143684 2581/2716 Fax: 0143684 2854

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £9.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £11.00
CHINDITS £8.00
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO
KNIVES (Black) £21.50
BELT BUCKLES WITH REGIMENTAL
BADGE £3.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
All prices include p&p

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.

Telephone 01706 846648 o7

SCOSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS

LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS

o INTEREST FREE CREDIT
 All Accessories Supplied.
Shirts, Bow Ties, Medals
George Boots, Badges, etc.
« For All Your Uniform, Suit
& Blazer Requirements.

Contact:

UK 284-294 Ley St. liford Essex IG1 4BS
UK TEL: 0181 478 2780
GERMANY TEL: 05252 4631

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE

Full size and miniature medals

supplied and mounted for wear

or display. Send for full list of

miniature medals, emblems,
clasps, etc.

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 OLG
Telephone (01527) 835375

Access/Visa welcome "

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MEDALS?

Consult the experts.
We can replace full size
medals and supply miniatures.

A fast, efficient service.
THE VETERANS’
MEDAL OFFICE
PO Box 61, Dallington,

Heathfield, TN21 925
Tel: 01435 830111

Dy S bbbt
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BROIDERED & PRINTED

RTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts — Sports shirts
Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT

ORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
: (Nottm) 0115 9274469

MESS DRESS

Made to
Measure Mess
Dress for
Officers & NCO’s

The finest quality
uniforms from the
specialist Military tailor
o3
Interest Free Credit

Full Medal Service

03
e
£

Our representatives are
in regular attendance
at most units and
will call on request
.I.

Call the specialist
Military tailor on

Germany, 0171 526 1340
Ansaphone, 05751 15087

UK, +44 (0)113 282 6102

UNIF@RMAL
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Uniformal Lid., Meynell Avenue,
Rothwell, Yorkshire 1526 ONU.
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Top qu_alityWO rk
Leisurewear

Suppliers to British, NATO and UN Forces.

Embroidered or printed
with your design

Plus badges, crests & promotional items.
Call now for free catalogue.

Rodney Road, Fratton Industrial Estate,
Portsmouth, Hants PO4 8SY.

Tel: (01705) 822436. Fax: (01705) 822177.

VISTA TIES |

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892

ease send SAE fooHst o

# 7% vmcumn BADGES

S MELLOW END

: MARTYRS LANE ;
WOKING GU21 5NJ &

SAMPLE
SHIRT

U.K. MADE OLIVE
GREEN T-SHIRTS

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES

36

T{ES

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2ZH THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979

@ English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

@ Embroidered

V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.

Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA.

Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

=

For your

MADE TO MEASURE t

Uniforms Suits ete v

we offer

™ 14 day Make or

i 48 hr EXPRESS
Keen prices

B First class fit

ﬂﬂlgh quality

B Excellent payment terms

Local agent (o measure in most areas

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

TAILORING

Please telephone 01449 ?66088'

0374 133493 )

1%& i /°WE SUPPLY CURRENT ISSUE "% 40 Lo
{ %) INSIGNIA TO UNIT PRI's, REGT, MUSEUMS AND ASSOCIATIONS. =~ 'wims®
DUE TO INCREASED DEMAND, WE NOW HAVE AMAILORDER  * é

SERVICE AVNLABLE e

Sulad o %

2e@sL0Uih e

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 SAY

Able-WOVEN W]
£3 50

Up to 30 letters/spaces Black on White
100% polyester. Tested to B.S, 5742 1989

1000 Able-LABELS

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No.
or any words up to 6 lines
1000 self-stick Labels 19 X 40mm

Black on White | Black on Gold | Black on Clear

£4.30 £4.80 £5.95

STATIONERY 50 8" x 6" Printed
Sheets + 20 plain + 50 Envelopes
£8-95 Phone-Write for full details
All Prices include Post/VAT. UK only
Payment with order. Delivery 16 days
STEEPLEPRINT Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - & 01604 810781

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Polos, Rugby Shirts,

Hooded Tops,

Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 SSU

Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

TRADE ENQUIRIES
ALSO WELCOME

BADGE/CREST IN FULL COLOUR
IN THIS DESIGN AND MANY OTHERS

£32.50 post free
(UK & BFPO addresses)

%s% Products

P.0.BOX 20

EVESHAM, WORCS., WR11 4YY
Tel: 01386 443852
PRI enquiries welcomed

o7

PRINTED or Ewxbrocdened.

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN

* T-SHIRTS

* SWEATSHIRTS
* POLOSHIRTS

* RUGBY SHIRTS
* DRILL TOPS

e
2 ¢

+ SWEATERS * CAPS .=

For FREE colour brochure fromig
X ¥
f’g&t

the U.K's leading supplier to
H.M. Forces contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett,
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB
TEL:(01793) 849888

FAX:(01793) 849890 §

_{(fé\




EWVVAR:T:

Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance °
* Part exchange * Continental delivery'
¥ 323 from £9,449 * 626 from £9,699
MX5 from £9,899
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX
POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (B5) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467
Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:

323[] 68261 MX3[] MX5[] MXB[] Xedos[]
(R T T e D ¥ N s R e LHD/RHD

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

1 Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range*

1  Finance at competitive rates

1= A convenient and generous trade-in

facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST

" THEN COME TO THE BEST

BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER

Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write
to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK
B O R e i el bisnciins ipsvines Wi busaminss e rabaanarea anss
R e e e e R e vl AU T B

| am interestedin ......... T s R T A r e, L AR
el O CRAaEHBIANS o5 | i sinsonisssnusstasianecii sabe i niensirintersiatadstschine

e T e N e R T
SOLDIER ©e

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports
Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
53A High Road, Bushey Heath, Herts, WD2 1EE
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or fax 0181-950 8511)

INDEPEND ENT

FINANCE

A
Contact KD the finance and Vehicle insurance with leading
insurance specialists first for a UK companies: instalment
competitive quotation and payments. Check our rates before
friendly personal service. you renew or take oul a new
policy.

Cull KD TODAY
on 01278 446787

Wide choice of special schemes
for H.M. Forces including:

loans with up to 60 months to
repay: Sterling or DM plans: life
cover with no exclusions.

Whatever you huy @

Stockmoor Park, Taunton Road
Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 6LD

Wherever you buy KD
T P

JSOVEREIGN]
UNBEATABLE B

CAR SALES

SERVIGE | PEUGEOT

e ;*m RENAULT
A 7 F .Y

UK (01 gaﬂ) 343333 e German or UK delivery
e RHD or LHD programme
/ e Used Car Sales in Germany

e Demonstration Vechicles at
Super Savings

e Finance — dm. or Sterling

Lovanee®

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

ADPRESS.....osvexnsessses

) i Sl DB RO BN b aiis s,

| am interested in...........

Part exchange details ............coveeeeernicnnane
COUNEFY Of USE ....civerinrienianiniiansisnisnssisssstasisnssisssnsssinssnsssrssnsnsssnsassessensanesnessnsan
FREEPHONE
sTanT acTion  Germany 0130-8544-96
HOTLINE
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ADVERTISE FOR A PEN

TO
PAL. Please send for
enclosing a  stamped  self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU.

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Your envelope must be no larger than
8"x4" and should only contain a letter,
and photograph if requested. Replies
received more than three months after
the cover date and large, heavy, or
poorly addressed envelopes will not
be forwarded.

Michelle, 22, 5'5", slim, green eyes,
long blonde hair, GSOH. Enjoys
socialising, aerobics, cooking, music,
films and fashion. Seeking male pen
pals aged 22-32. P725 12/96

Donna & Gaye, 5'8" & 5'2", fun
loving ladies with brown hair, green
eyes. Enjoy walking, cycling, pubs,
eating out and music. Seeking 2 fun
loving male pen pals aged 30+. P726

12106

Nikki, 26, 5', big brown eyes, dark hair
and GSOH. Enjoys cooking, pubs and
clubs, music, animals, travelling and
good times. Seeking male pen pals
aged 25-30. P727 12196

Yvette, 32, 5'9", hazel eyes, short
brown hair with GSOH. Enjoys cook-
ing, decorating, nightclubs and music.
Divorced with children, will reply to all
letters. Seeking male pen pals aged 30-
40. P728 1296

Sara, 26, 5'7", attractive, slim, caring,
lovable Yorkshire lass with many inter-
ests. Seeking well built single soldier
pen pals, Scottish or Northern with
dark hair and eyes aged 24-35. P729
12/96

Diane, 29, 5'6", slim, blonde hair,
brown eyes. Enjoys socialising , visiting
pubs, cinema and cooking. Would like
to write to male soldier pen pals aged
24-35. P730 1296

Jay, 30, 5'4", blonde hair. A nursing
sister living in N Ireland. Enjoys travel,
cinema, animal welfare and water-
sports. Seeking male pen pals aged
20+. P731 1296

Karen, 30, 5'4", long dark hair with
GSOH. Enjoys watching motor racing,
swimming, drinking and horses. Seek-
ing lonely soldiers as pen pals aged 25-
35. P732 129

details

Jane, 38, 5'8", long hair, outgoing,
very feminine, non smoking divorcée
with one child and GSOH. Would love
to hear from any tall, genuine service-
man. P733 12/96

Kaz, 28, slim, brown hair , hazel eyes.
Enjoys keeping fit, music, cooking,
socialising, pool and the quiet life.
Single parent seeking male pen pals
aged 22-30. P734 12/96

Stephanie, 18, 5' 3", slim, blonde
hair , blue eyes. Enjoys keeping fit, gym

workouts, good times, nightclubs,
pubs and living life to the full. Seeking
pen pals aged 18-24. P735 1290

Gail, 38, 5'7", friendly, chatty, slim,
attractive, blue-eyed brunette. Enjoys
socialising, reading, writing, letters,
music, films and more. Seeking male
pen pals aged 28-50. P736 12196

Jenny, 35, 5'5", atractive, cuddly,
blue-eyed blonde. Many interests,
pubs, clubs, cinema, walking, socialis-
ing, eating out, animal lover with
GSOH. Seeking male pen pals aged
25-40. P737 1290
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Jeni, 23, 5'8", enjoys keeping fit, pub-
bing, clubbing and good times. Bubbly
redhead, totally mad, seeks fun loving
male pen pals with GSOH aged 25+.
P738 1296

Julia, 25, 5'2", fun loving, big brown
eyes and dark hair. Enjoys badminton,
aerobics, music, pubbing and club-
bing. Seeking fun loving male pen pals
aged 20-28. P739 1296

Linda, 33, 5'4", attractive, slim with
brown hair and GSOH. Enjoys
cinema, socialising, quiet pubs, family
and having fun. Seeking tall, slim, fun
loving male pen pals aged 33-40. P740

12/96

Wendy, 30, 5'6", green eyes, brown
hair, totally mad, divorced with young
daughter. Enjoys music, walking,
motorbikes, reading, cooking, rock
and blues. Seeking male pen pals aged
25-35. P741 12096

Second hand bookshop

requires
books in all subjects, especially military,
history and politics. We collect! TLON
BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills, Meran-
tun Way, London SW19 2RD. Tele-
phone 0181-540 4371.

08-12/96

Military History Books. SAE for cat-
alogue. Purchase of books in good con-
dition on land warfare. Free specialist
booksearch. John McKenzie, Carpen-
ters, Cary Road, North Cadbury,
Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7DE. Tel:
01963 440557.

03 12/96

Absolutely Urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm
seven days). e

Left hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer. Tel:
0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823, Fax:
0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm seven
days). TG

5 onnegiong
Entertainment
Function Bands,

Disco & Karaoke
Comedians, Cabaret
Dance Shows
For all ranks,
Sgt/Officers’ Mess
Wedding & Private functions
Tel: 0181-789 7227 /6645
Fax: 0181-785 3533
Connextions The Name
You Can Trust!

“Head-dress Badges of the
British Army” by Kipling and
King. The collectors’ Bible.
Volume One (1800 - 1920) £65,
posted. Volume Two (1920 -
1995) updated and enlarged
£42.50 posted. H L & P King, 3
Saxon Croft, Farnham, Surrey
GU9 7QB. (Tel. 01252 716303)
Supplies limited.

10-16/96

Picture framing as a career. All
levels of training offered by a qualified
"Guild Commended Framer" in Bris-
tol. 01454 617022.

10-15/96

Business for Sale
Hardware/DIY/Timber Shop
Busy Shropshire market town
Retirement sale inc Living Accom
T/O £2k pw OP+40%
Established 1962
Freehold/Rental/Exchange

Tel 01746 780034 (Eves)

HOME & PC-BASED INCOME.
CV SERVICE FRANCHISE. Ideal for

.computer/literate service leavers. Info

pack 01983 298304 anytime.

8 bedroom, licensed guest house situated
on the Lincs' coast with restaurant, bar,
lounge, some en-suites & sea views. With
excellent facilities & condition (inside and
out) this thriving business is for sale as a
going concern and is an ideal opportunity
for ex-Army personnel.

Price £130,000
All enquires to:
Alison or Robin Thompson
Admiralty Guest House
22 Admiralty Road, Mablethorpe Lincs

Tel: 01507 472820

12-13/96

Military badges, good selection rea-
sonable prices. SAE for list: G Brindle,
2 Short Road, Smethwick, West Mid-
lands B67 6N]J.

09-12/46

Hand embroidered quality wire blazer
badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company, 4/477
Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan.

20-19/96

Cap badges, medals. Many collec-
table items. Medal mounting service,
framing. Large selection of military
and aviation videos available from Mil-
itary and Aviation Shop, 162 High
Street, Watford, Hertfordshire WD1
2EG. Tel: 01923 222446,

Militaria medals, cap badges, col-
lector breaking collection. SAE for list.
Current issue Army sleeping system
£75 complete. 2 Kingfishers, Shipton,
Bellinger, Andover, Hants. SP9 7]JR.

1396

WWLU/II Memorabilia relating to 145
(South Midland) Brigade. Silver
plaques, trophies, photographs, books,
documents. Also Vickers Machine gun
handbook. Tel 01252 347771. 1396

82nd Airborne, quality printed
authentic merchandise with embroidered
logo. Sweatshirts £18.99 (ash grey), t-
shirts £9.99 (ash grey), small-XL.
Baseball caps (white) £8.50. P&P
£1.50. Spartan Clothing, 302-304
Wellingborough Road, Northampton
NNI1 4EP. Tel: 01604 230161. Please
allow 28 days for delivery. 13198

07-12/96

Give them the most unique
gift/presentation idea ever! A “Scot-
tish Laird” Title for a ‘Tenner’, oh yes!
Details from S.A. Survival, Gayfield,
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1Q]J.

NATO (IFOR) medals now avail-
able. Full size £15.00, miniatures
£7.50 + VAT (UK) + postage (75p).
Send SAE for catalogue to: Miniature
Medals (SM), 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics LE10 2HP.

07-16/96

09-1208

Commemorative documents of mil-
itary service. Applicable to all branches
of service. Posthumous and overseas
requests catered for. For descriptive list
and request form, send SAEto: A. E. 8.
0.,0uter Ardoch, Kilwinning, Ayr-
shire KA13 7TQL.

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. TG

e v e e e e e e e s e e e ok ke ok ok ke ke ke
Regimental Shields, PPlaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway, Ship-
ston on Stour CV36 4RD. Telephone
and Fax 01608 663770. Minimum

AS/96

‘order 25 Shields. £9.95 no VAT out-

side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. ¢
e 7 e e ke e ok e e ook ok ok ok ko ok

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

2490

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. e

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to
INKERMAN Badges, PO BOX 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q.

03-14096

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOP’s: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms, Full info on
SABO/LSW, Tests—~ and APWT’s,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines, MT
Driver, Tank & Aircraft Recognition.
ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price £7.50
(incl of p&p UK/BFPO). Trade Terms
on application. Available from selected
NAAFI Branches, Bookshops or direct
from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/Fax: 01964 542878. T

Tune Belt UK. The original radio/cas-
sette carrier, £14.95 inc p&p. Tel/Fax:
015242 21259. STD + CD sizes.
Black only. 11-14/90

Army Cap Badges bought and sold.
Insignia, Officers, Canadian, Aus-
tralian. £1.00 for lists. J Staines, 11 *
Russet Close, Polegate, East Sussex
BN26 6]T.

Full/miniature size medals mount-
ed for wear or display. Send for full list
of new miniature medals ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars,
clasps etc, and medal mounting costs.
Access/Visa welcome. SAE appreciat-
ed. Worcestershire Medal Services, 25
Golden Cross Lane, Catshill, Broms-
grove B61 OLG. Tel: 01527 835375.

AS/96

11:12:9¢

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehen-
sive range of military figurifes available
in resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for informa-
tion/brochure. Tel/fax 01380 828382.

01-24/96

Postcards of 13 new regiments and
corps. Light Dragoons, Highlanders,
Logistic Corps, AG Corps,etc. £5.95.
Geoff White, 19 Rushmoor Lane,
Backwell, Bristol.

1012196



Medals. Full/miniature medal
mounting service. Loose or court style.
Comprehensive range of miniatures
always available. Write or phone for
quotation. Firmin & Sons Plc, 82/86
New Town Row, Birmingham B6
4HU. Tel: 0121-359 6666. Established
1677.

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers. Hundreds of origi-
nal items also availible. Catalogue
£3.00 + A4/50p sae. Cheques to: G
Jennings-Bramly, 5 Feversham Road,
Salisbury, Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel: 01722
328523

EOI96

EOL

Largest Manufacturers and
exporters of hand embroidered Bullion
Badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, Schools, Colleges, Clubs etc.
Flags, Banners, Sashes, Coats-of-Arms,
Family Crests and all military accou-
trements. Also leather gloves, footballs,
track suits. Contact: J Arthur (PVT)
Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot 51310, Pak-
istan. Fax: 92 432 588605. 03-14/96
Cannon Curios, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts. Militaria, deacts,
prints, furniture, glass, china, books,
medal cases etc. 10-5 daily, closed
Wednesday. Tel: 01980 655099,

10-13/96

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2x25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road Birkenhead, Merseyside 141
2SY. 09-14/96

Fieldcraft, life skills, shooting skills,
outdoor survival, self defence and
much more. New book catalogue,
thousands to choose from. Free. The
Outdoorsman’s Bookstore, PO Box 15,
Brecon, Powys LD3 7XZ or phone
01874 658660.

03-25/06

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTT kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New. Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0171-790 0900, Info 0171-790 5257,
Orders 0171-790 5585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London E1
4PS. TC

North Wales, near Snowdonia/coast.
Cosy stone cottages (Gas CH), quiet
farm, away from it all. Ideal area for
touring, walking, fishing, wildlife,
lazing about. Budget prices. Free
leaflet, Tel: 01745 870426. 07-1298
CYPRUS BARGAINS!! Last minute
prices for 3 star hotel (B&B) and self-
catering now available throughout
season. Fourteen nights (including
flight/transfers)  May/June  £295,

July/August £317, September [£308,
October £318. 0151 722 3708.

03-16/96

MAY 11, 1996
First (477 runs, £2,500): Sgt | Revell, 23 Pnr
Regt RLC, Bicester.
Second (445 runs, £1,250): Capt K Tomlinson
131 Avn Sp Unit RLC, Middle Wallop.
Third (443 runs, £750): Lt Col K Best, MoD.
Fourth (441 runs, £500): SSgt J R Thomas,
RMA Sandhurst.

Fifth (439 runs, £400): Cpl A Garven, ATR
Glencorse.

Sixth (437 runs, £300): W02 C J Palmer, 12
Sup Regt RLC, BFPO 825.

Seventh (435 runs, £200): LCpl M J Herman,
BFPO 44.

Eighth (434 runs, £100): LCpIN S Brentley, 2
Bn REME, BFPO 38.

MAY 18, 1996
First (353 runs, £2,500): SSgt A B Doherty, 2
Signal Sqn (V), Dundee.

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

Second (350 runs, £1,250): Sgt D W Bower,
RHQ SG, London.

Third (344 runs, £750): LCpl G A Quate, 1
RS, Fort George.

Fourth (341 runs, £500): Maj M Abbott, HQ
AG, Upavon.

Fifth (340 runs, £400): SSgt J A Gilchrist,
SHAPE, BFPO 26.

Sixth equal (338 runs, £250): Sgt K J M
Neary, 23 Pnr Regt RLC, Bicester.

Sixth equal (338 runs, £250): Cpl R B Reid, 1
BW, Pirbright.

Eighth equal (337 runs, £25): Maj V Bennett,
125 Rat Sqn RLC (V), Glasgow.

Eighth equal (337 runs, £25): Sgt D C Hill,
BATUS, BFPO 14.

Eighth equal (337 runs, £25): Lt Col JD M
Ritchie, HQ QMG, Andover.

Eighth equal (337 runs, £25): Sgt G Simp
son, 1 Hidrs, BFPO 807.

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management
HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?
Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitable
tenants, manages your property and ensures its
return to you as and when required. With an office
base in Loughborough we cover most East
Midlands areas.
For further information please tel/fax
01509 266151
or wrifte fo.
134 KNIGHTTHORPE ROAD,
LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS LE11 5JU

D7

FROME (Somerset). Recent barn
conversion, five bedrooms, three bath-
rooms, fitted kitchen, courtyard,
garages, stables, 4 1/2 acres. OIRO
£215,000. 01749 85081

10-12/96

City of Canterbury Pipe Band
requires new members male or female.

Experienced players preferred but
learners welcomed as tuition can be
given. Tel 01843 291258, Colin

11-1296

Boughton, evenings.

MERE (A303) Wiltshire. Brand new
three bedroom semi, double glazed,
fitted kitchen, NHBC guarantee, free
mortgage protection. 5% deposit paid.
£54,500. 01749 850819.

10-12/96

LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

FORCES, TENANTS & HOMEOWNERS
- No interviews, confidential service by post
— Good benefits if you settle your loan early
For quotes, written details and free advice
Tel: 01929 423925 9am-9pm 7 days
(from overseas 0044-1929 423925).
NORSTAR FINANCE
Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers o
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YUGBY SEVEN

THE ARMY Rugby Union
season ended in style with the
Deloitte Touche seven-a-side
tournament at Aldershot, writes
Roger Thompson.

Early rounds were dominat-
ed by teams which excel at the
15-a-side game, but new
names such as ATR Lichfield
and 8 Regt RLC skilfully
fought their way through to the
final competition.

They were joined by The
Duke of Wellington’s Regi-
ment and the usual muster of
Welsh sides, although the
Welsh Guards and the Welsh
Gunners (22 AD Regt) had to
be satisfied with plate rugby.

The plate final promised to
be a highly competitive game
with 22 AD Regt taking on

Gunners
edge
ahead

16 Regt RA 25- HCR 10
A HARD-FOUGHT London
District inter-unit rugby Chal-
lenge Cup final was won by 16
Regiment RA, 25-10 winners
over the Household Cavalry
Regiment at Chiswick.

The cavalry opened the scor-
ing with a penalty kicked by
LSgt Daz Bradhurst, but the
lead was short-lived. A try and
conversion by Cpl Jerry Kelly
put the gunners in front, and
they extended it soon after-
wards with a Kelly penalty.

LCoH Paddy Roberts went
over for the cavalrymen and
Bradhurst added the conver-
sion to level the scores at 10-
10.

But the gunners pulled away
in the final quarter, running in
three tries through Gnr Eddy
Cochrane, Capt Kev Burgess
and LBdr Geordie Leach.

London District Army RU
chairman Col David Griffiths
presented the trophy to 16
Regiment.

40

HOCKEY

Same final, }
same result, W
but only just

newcomers 1 RTR. Captained
by the very experienced
Howard Graham, recently of 7
(Para) RHA, the Welsh Gun-
ners were, from the outset,
able to control the centre of the
field, allowing the ball to do the
work until the gaps were creat-
ed on the flank.

Graham scored four tries,
with Tom Langlands and Daz
Hall contributing to a very
impressive 59-12 victory.

The main final was the “old
firm” match of 7 (Para) RHA
against 2 Signal Regt, yet again
under the control of referee
Maj Keith Montgomery. The
gunners started explosively,
punching through tackles to
achieve numerical superiority
around the ball.

An excellent try was scored
by Jones in a style which sug-
gested a large score was to
follow. However 2 Signals con-
tinued to play the more tradi-
tional sevens, drifting and
shifting the balance of power
across the field until the gaps
were opened.

PIVOTAL PLAYERS

In Cassidy and Merrit they
had pivotal players capable of
directing the vigour of Curtis
and Denham - two Army
flankers who had missed most
of the season through deploy-
ment to Bosnia.

Denham, a strong and elu-
sive runner, scored an equalis-
ing try when he sprinted
unopposed under the gunner
posts. From a few yards out,
crucially, Merrit failed to con-
vert; score 5-5.

Spearheaded by Wade, 7
RHA showed there are few
substitutes for power and pace.
Frequently he and Van de Pant
took two or three tackles before
releasing the ball to the wily
Denwood, Willcoxon and Jones.
Sensing superiority, and a right
to retain the Deloitte Touche
Trophy, the gunners rammed
in two quick tries through skip-
per Denwood and Van de Pant
to take a 17-5 lead.

Apparently  unconcerned,
the signallers continued their

INTER-CORPS SHOOTING  CRICKET _

“brain not brawn” strategy,
Merrit creating space with
Curtis and Denham evading
tackles to provide opportuni-
ties far out.

Cassidy reverted to tradi-
tional centre, using his guile
and speed to cut through and
score. The conversion failed,
leaving 7 RHA 17-10 ahead
but tiring fast.

Perhaps the extravaganza of
scoring 140 points in the open-
ing rounds had started to tell.
Certainly they had stopped
controlling the ball and were
having to tackle on the back
foot to stem the onslaught.

The signallers’ reward came
when, from deep in their own
half, a quick release found
Cassidy, who swept around
outstretched arms and weary
legs to sprint fully 70 metres
for a try which he converted on
the whistle . . . 17-17 and
sudden death.

Neither team deserved to
lose, but after 85 minutes of
sevens rugby, a single mistake
or moment of creativity would
win the day. That fell to the
gunners and Willcoxon, who
conjured his own gap and ran
in powerfully to score.

The trophy was presented by
Gen Sir Roger Wheeler, Presi-
dent of the ARU, and Mr Peter
Dixson, senior partner at
Deloitte Touche. From 116
entrants, at Divisional level, 7
RHA again emerged champi-
ons while 22 AD Regt took the
plate for a gunner clean sweep.

(Qpromr

No way through: action in the sevens final between 7 (Para) RHA and 2 Sigry

Mappers
rebuild
to win
the cup

A REVAMPED 42 Survey
Engineer Group hockey team
retained the Army Minor
Units Cup against a strong
ATR Pirbright side in the final
at Aldershot.

Hit by a spate of postings
and operational and course
detachments, the mapmakers
had to rebuild during the season.

Following victory in the
sapper six-a-side tournament,
42 Svy’s coach, Maj John
Stamp, encouraged new and
lapsed players to become
involved, leading to the emer-
gence of Capt John Adlington,
Capt Hugh Vivian, Sgt Rob
Dickinson, Sgt Fitz Fitzgerald,
Spr Barry Marshall and Spr
Simon Cuthbertson.

Under the captaincy of Cpl
Dave Rolf the team went on to
win the 4 Division Knockout
Cup. Despite defeat in the UK
Sapper Cup semi-finals at the
hands of 25" Engr Regt, the
military survey, specialists from
Hermitage, Berks, went on to
win the 4 Div Minor Units
League and the Army Cup.

Regiment (hocped jerseys)

Picture: Mike Weston

THE Army Under 25 XI’s
four-wicket win over Oxford
University Authentics in a 55-
over match was a highly
encouraging result which
augurs well for the future of
cricket in the Service.

On a bright, cold day at St
John’s College the Authentics

| Authentic victory

batted first on a wicket appar-
ently full of runs. Their previ-
ous scores suggested they are
packed with batsmen, but
some fine Army bowling — and
variable fielding — restricted
them to 233 for seven.

But at 113 for six the Army
reply was in deep trouble until

Rampant Navy
champs outgun
tired Cheshires

1 Cheshire 0, HMS Neptune 4
ROYAL NAVY unit football
champions HMS Neptune
overturned a two-goal deficit
to hammer 1 Cheshire by four

Cpl Dave Rolf, captain of the victorious 42 Svy Engr Gp hockey team,
receives the Army Minor Units Cup from Lt Col John Adams RA,
chairman of the Army Hockey Association

Army women too good for Prisons

Army women 4, English Prison
Services 0

IN A bruising end-of-season

encounter at Newbold Revel,

the Army women’s football

team beat English Prison Ser-

vices 4-0.

They dominated the early
exchanges and Cpl Terry Ben-
nett (Army Sch of Catering)
and Bdr Sharon Black (14
Regt RA) tested the Prison

‘

Service goal with fierce drives.

Pte Nicky Burdon opened
the scoring in the 18th minute
when she headed in a corner
from Pte Tania Smyth (3 R
Irish). Bennett extended the
lead in the 33rd minute after
being put clear by Black’s pass.

Despite a couple of injuries
to Army players as a result of
fierce Prison Service tackling,
the Army went further ahead

clear goals in the final match of
the 1996 Naafi Jubilee Cup
competition at Qakington,
writes Derrick Bly.

The Army side were
supremely confident of success
after their five-goal blitz of
RAF Coltishall in their first
match. But the tall and power-
ful Neptune defence never
gave the Cheshires’ Army play-
ers, Cpl Tosh Williams and Sig
Simon Yeo, a chance.

The Navy champions scored
twice by the break to level the
goals-scored tally, then repeat-
ed the dose in the second half.
The trophy goes to the side
scoring the most goals in the
competition between the three
Service unit champions.

Neptune dominated for long
periods and the Cheshires
showed signs of fatigue from
their extensive training in
Kent.

Success in the Jubilee Cup
completed an excellent season
for the Navy during which they
beat the Army to the Inter-Ser-
vices title and won the South
West Counties championship
at the Army’s expense.

through second-half goals by
Pte Tracy Sumner (3 CS Regt
RLC) and Pte Tania Smyth.

It was a confident display by
the Army after a successful
two-week tour to Cyprus
where they overwhelmed the
opposition in each of their
three games.

They beat the Army (Cyprus)
10-0, the RAF (Cyprus) 12-0
and Cyprus Ladies 18-0.

a  responsible and mature
innings from 2nd Lt Dominic
Asquith (4 GS Regt RLC)
pulled the innings together.
Making his first appearance at
this level, Asquith scored an
undefeated 89 to set the scene
for a match-winning knock of
55 in 29 balls by Lt Ben Lang-
man (RDG).

Langman, currently serving
at ATR Winchester, is an
opening bowler, but he drove
superbly through the covers to
turn the match in the space of
five overs.

Oxford University Authentics
233-7 (55 overs, Pte M Blagrove
2-40, Cfn P Jones 2-25); Army U-
25s 234-6 (Lt P Monro 25, Asquith
89 not out, Spr J Knowles-Pfeiffer
27, Langman 55 not out). Army U-
25s won by 4 wickets.

RUGBY: Are you a keen
rugby player? Is your 21st
birthday after September 1?°
Do you want to play for the
Army at Twickenham next
year? If the answer to all
three is yes, contact Maj Tom
Wye on Hawley Mil (726) 3444
or 01252 863444.

R Irish
triumph
In corps
match

THE Royal Irish Regiment fin-
ished as clear winners of the
24th Inter-Corps target rifle
match shot at Bisley.

They established a three-
point advantage over last year’s
winners, the Royal Engineers,
at the 300yd mark on Century
Range, extending it to 15
points at 600yd. On Stickle-
down Range at 900yd the R
Irish lead went up to 19 points
as the SASC slipped into
second place ahead of the sap-
pers.

The engineers made up four
points on the final shoot at
1,000yd, but the SASC experi-
enced some difficulties and fell
back to fourth behind REME,
leaving The Royal Irish Regi-
ment as comfortable winners,

Highest individual score was
shot by Maj Peter Heyburn (R
Irish) who returned 180.9 out
of a possible 200.
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| GROUND-BREAKING RUGBY MATCH IN HONG KONG !

— |

Chinese and British soldiers enjoy a post-match song with the tourlng Kidderminster Carolians (rlnged |erseys) after their historic match

Chinese join forces
—on the rugby field

HISTORY was made on the playing fields of Hong
Kong last month .when, for the first time, the British
Garrison and the Chinese People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) combined forces in a rugby match against a visit-
ing team, writes Ruth Vernon.

Ideological differences were
forgotten as the lads scrummed
down against touring Kidder-
minster Carolians at Borneo
Lines, Sek Kong Station, one
of 14 military sites the PLA
will take over in July next year.

“It was very good to see sol-
diers of two different armies
enjoying a game of rugby,” said
Maj Gen Bryan Dutton, Com-
mander British Forces Hong
Kong.

“Sport is a great diplomatic
tool and leads to greater
understanding. Anything that
helps familiarise the PLLA with
the way of life in Hong Kong is
a positive move.”

The 13-strong Chinese
squad from the PLA’s Sports
Institute in Guangzhou was
invited by the Hong Kong
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RFU to take part in the city’s
international Carlsberg 10s
tournament, and accommo-
dated at Borneo Lines. Before
returning to China they
teamed up with the garrison’s
finest to take on the tourists.

Despite the language barrier
the combined XV gelled quick-
ly, with the PLA players bely-
ing their inexperience to show
fine running and tackling skills
during the first grassroots con-
tact between the two armies.
Kidderminster won 30-7.

Lt Gen Liu Guang-miu,
assistant director of the PLA
sports academy, commented:
“It has been a very good
opportunity to co-operate and
exchange rugby skills. The
relationship of the two armies
is forever.”

Chinese and Brmsh forwards team up to deny the Kidderminster
tourists (ringed jerseys) possession at a line out at Borneo Lines
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Watched by an audience of
Croatians, Army canoeing
* champion Pte Sarah
Whelan trains on the River
J Jadro, which runs through
. Split into the Adriatic. She
" was preparing for the Land
Command women’s slalom
championships on the Teifi
. In West Wales. Sarah, who
. returned to the UK this
* month, was serving as a
combat medic with 5 Field
Ambulance RAMC at Split.

Picture: Sgt Dave Whitley, Split
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