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The go-ahead for British Service
women to carry arms marks a major
milestone in WRAG history. GRAHAM

WRACS'
g s o rscons [ LT [
ON SELF
DEFENCE

THE WOMEN’S ROYAL ARMY CORPS
— motto: Gentle in Manner, Strong in Deed
Y — has come on a long way since its formation
Xy exactly 32 years ago from its sister fore-
runners of the Women’s Auxiliary Army
Corps set up in 1917.

Re-named the Queen Mary’s Auxiliary
Army Corps a year later and then formed up
as the Auxiliary Territorial Service in 1938,
the girls in khaki have served vigilantly
through two World Wars.

Through the subsequent years of
improved technology and know-how the
WRAC have acquired many of the skills, and
taken on many of the jobs, that were hitherto
only performed by men. But until very
recently there was one important male
military preserve from which our skirted
soldiers were excluded — they were not
allowed to carry guns.

Now, that has been changed, for the girls
have had their sights firmly fixed by the
Government to fall in line with those of
servicewomen in six Nato countries. They
are to get training in the use of firearms —
notably the Sterling sub-machine gun and
the Browning 9mm pistol — for limited
self-defence on bases in emergencies.

The move follows the 1980 Statement of
Defence Estimates when Mr Francis Pym,
the Secretary of State for Defence,
announced that if the fullest use were to be
made of women in the Services it might be
necessary to revise the traditional attitude to
allowing them to bear arms.

After all, women in the Nato forces of
Belgium, Denmark, France, Canada, the
Netherlands and the USA are already,
training in similar programmes.

In Britain, however, training will be given
to limited numbers and will be compulsory in
the WRAC, except for those who have
‘genuine objections’ to arms training.

The role for the WRAC is seen in areas
where armed soldiers might be needed else-
where, such as communications centres in
BAOR. Arming women, it is felt, will
achieve greater flexibility of personnel
deployment but Servicewomen will not be
armed in Northern Ireland.

Left: Aden 1966. Girl on range with Sterling.
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And the girls themselves . . . how do they
view the prospect of packing a hip-borne
holstered pistol or the possibility, however
remote, of strafing a potential human target
with the tried and tested Sterling?

SOLDIER sought the random, unre-
hearsed views of ten such girls from a cross-
section of the WRAC who may, or may not,
be called upon to carry out the proposed
weapon training.

Overall, the WRAC girls we spoke to think
they could shoot to kill, if they had to — but
only just. All drew the line at having to kill a
terrorist-inspired pre-teenage guerrilla in
defending a home base.

The dectet of WRAC girls, all based at
Aldershot, were asked to imagine two
hypothetical scenarios. In the first, three
armed infiltrators suddenly come bursting
through the door of the installation they are
defending, confronting them with split-
second deadly purpose. In the second, a
lesser possibility, a fresh-faced, 12-vear-old
youngster stands in that same doorway, his
arm arched back, ready to lob a grenade into
their startled midst.

Assuming that they would be the first per-
son to be confronted, be the closest to an
SMG or a pistol, and, alone, have the inital
responsibility for nerve-twitching reaction,
how do the girls think they would handle
either of these situations? Would they panic
.. .fireblindly. . .freeze. . .orsurrender?

4 wold dl'end myself”’

Private Jo Starczewski, an 18-year-old
orderly room clerk wasn’t entirely sure: “If |
had to shoot, I suppose I would. If it was him,
me, her or whoever, I suppose I would shoot
them on instinct. I would defend myself but I
hope that the case will never arise of being
faced with a situation where I am going to
have to kill someone because, at one point or
another, I might just back down.”

She added: “I once handled a pistol on
exercise and, quite honestly, it frightened
me. I wasn’t expecting the noise to be quite so
loud. I don’t think I could shoota 12-vear-old
boy.”

The self-preservation theme was echoed
by Sergeant Beryl Jones, a PTI, who said: “If
it was between him, or them, or me, I think |
would be able to shoot them.”

She was not so positive about the
-grenade-gripping boy. “I would try to wound
him or talk him out of it,” she mused.

6

Hopefully, time for talk would be on her
side!

And the three men? “I would only open
fire if they opened fire,” she smiled. “Iwould
wait for them to do it first because they might
not see me.”

Cook Noelle Hutchings, 25, was indeci-
sive. She said: “If I had to shoot someone . . .
well, I don’t know. Guns don’t frighten me
though I've never fired one. I think that if it
was a case of my mates getting killed then I
would have to shoot to kill. I might possibly
lose my nerve but perhaps I wouldn’t if my
mates were in danger.”

Pledges of no panic . . . no surrender came
from diminutive Private Viva Rose, a 20-
year-old stewardess in the Garrison Officers’
Mess. “I can’t really say I could kill someone
but I suppose it’s either my life or theirs,”” she
offered. ““I would shoot to injure but could
not shoot to kill, not even the boy with the
hand grenade. But if he were over 16, I think
I could. People like that know what they are
doing.

“I don’t think I would panic and I don’t
think I would surrender. I am quite stubborn
about things like that. Yes, I could shoot but
it would have to be a quick look and a bang.”

Another promise of stalwartness came
from 22-year-old Driver Davina Mills. “To
be honest I don’t think I could shoot someone
and I am not sure I could kill. And I haven’t
got the heart to kill the boy. I love children.
But I don’t think I'd lose my nerve if it
came to the crunch. I would not panic or
surrender.”

Her likely courage further emerged. “I
think my MT training has helped me to keep
calm in certain situations. I’ve fired a 9mm
pistol and [ am not frightened by the noise.
Yes, I think you could, perhaps, rely on me.”

*“1 couldn’t kill anyone”’

Lance-Corporal Alison McClelland, 18, a
Royal Signals clerk was quite clear of her
standpoint on the issue.

“I couldn’t kill anyone — no way! I can’t
even hold a gun properly. I would keep
thinking to myself that the armed intruder
has a wife and children at home waiting for
him,” she declared.

“I think I would refuse to carry a gun. I
didn’t join the Army to carry a gun and [
don’t think girls are built for them anyway
although I have done Battle Camp training
with competitive shooting on the ranges.
Guns are heavy. [ won’t do the training — I
shall object.”

Royal Signals data telegraphist, Lance-
Corporal ‘Dee’ Riley, 27, thinks the training
of the WRAC in firearms handling is long

overdue and says she could shoot an intruder.

“To me, it's quite simply either me or
them. I would shoot them. As for the boy, I
would shoot at his arm. Someone older, I
might shoot to kill.”

She takes the concept of weapon training
seriously for her khaki-skirted sorority.
“You should know exactly how to fire an
SMG or pistol and not be frightened by it.
You've got to be able to give back-up for your
male colleagues in a defensive situation.”

“*“Women in the Army have got to be able to
defend themselves'

That back-up for soldier colleagues was
also in the mind of Staff Sergeant Win
Carnegie, 41, a CQMS, who has been in the
Army for 18 vears and has also served in
Northern Ireland.

“In a defensive situation I think I could
shoot but I wouldn’t really know until I am
faced with the situation. As for the boy, I
would try to distract him or talk him out of it
because he is so young and doesn’t really
know what he is doing. I cannot bring myself
to shoot a child let alone kill him.”

Win went on: “On the whole, I think
women in the Army have got to be able to
defend themselves in the situations suggested
on bases in emergencies and be capable of
standing by their male counterparts.”

One of these ‘counterparts’, she relates,
when told about women taking on weapon
training and asked his opinion, simply
imparted that he would ‘cross his fingers’.

Equally forthright, Win suggested: “I
don’t think many WRAC girls will like the
idea of having lethal firearms in their hands.
But they will h#ve to go to their conscience
and live with it.”

"“‘Iwould stay calm—then goto piecesafterwards™




Maternal instincts and a tough up-
bringing have shaped the attitudes of 21-
year-old admin assistant Private Stefanie
Humphrey who savs she could probably kill
an intruder in the SOLDIER scenario.

“I was brought up in a very hard world, in
the West Midlands, amongst racialism and
stuff like that and I think I could turn my
hand to shoot someone,” she says. “I think
one would remain absolutely calm or hysteri-
cal in such a situation. I would stay calm —
and then go to pieces afterwards when no-one
could see me.”

And what of the boy with the fragmenting
‘pineapple’, an unwelcome donation which
would detonate within seconds?

“Well, I think I would try to maim him. I
don’t think I could kill him. I might even try
to talk him out of it. Children are so much
more malleable than adults . . . but these are
my maternal instincts coming out,” she
grinned.

““I would certainly not get gun happy”’

Switchboard operator, Private Lesley
Davies, 21 — “I couldn’t hurt a flea” — is
another subscriber to personal survival.

“It’s an in-born instinct. No-one wants to
die and if it’s a question of living — him or me

‘— then I would probably shoot. And I would

expect all my female colleagues to do the
same,” she said seriously.

And what would she do about the menac-
ing boy? “I think I would shoot to hit him
first but I would only use the gun if I had to. |
think I am mature enough to know when to
use it. | would certainly not get gun-happy.”

Lesley endorses the idea of weapon train-
ing for the WRAC for use in defensive
emergencies as envisaged by the Govern-
ment.

She has already fired the SMG and her
verdict: “It’s easy to handle and to shoot.”

It is not likely that the WRAC girls will be
trained to use the standard SLR which is, for
them, heavy and has a sharp recoil action.
Nor will the women carry. firearms at all
times and neither will they be used in combat
roles.

As Mr Francis Pym concluded there is now
a “readiness to accept limited change” hence
the decision that Servicewomen can be
trained in the use of firearms for defensive
purposes.

Women carrying arms are already a familiar
sight. Clockwise from top left: female Israeli
trooper leading patrol; Belgian military
policewoman; girl soldier m the American army;
Patriotic Front woman combatant in Rhodesia.
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TELEVISION ARRIVED IN BELIZE in
time for Christmas — which was not bad
going for a country without a TV service.
The achievement was made possible by
video cassettes and a lot of financial self-
help.

The 1st Battalion The Queen’s Regiment,
from Howe Barracks, Canterbury, had
made the 5,660 mile journey to Central
America in October for a six-month tour as
the Belize Force infantry, and were able to
run TV programmes from Christmas Eve
onwards — the first time that the ‘box’ had
been seen in Belize.

A decision was made by the Belize Force,
headquartered at Airport Camp, to borrow
£20,000 from the Army Welfare Fund
repayable at under £1 a head a month for
each force member. Main components of the
force, in addition to 1 Queens, are the
Chestnut Troop RHA, a Royal Hussars
squadron, an Army Air Corps Gazelle
Flight, RAF Harriers, Puma helicopters and
RAF Regiment.

Twenty-one TV sets and the rest of the
equipment were brought for the various
messes and a video cassette delivery service
organised via the British Forces Broadcast-
ing Service for canned BBC and ITV pro-
grammes.

But there is no Coronation Street in the
jungle for 1 Queens. Platoon by platoon they
are being put through the Jungle Training
Centre at Guacamallo Bridge — an area
which, according to old hands, contains the
worst jungle in the world. Gurkhas, know-
ledgeable about jungles, say it is the thickest
they have ever seen.

Lieutenant-Colonel David Dickens, CO
of 1 Queens, about 520 strong, explained
that as a battalion which latterly spent four-
and-a-half years in Werl with Rhine Army,
they had not encountered jungle conditions
since the Malayan Emergency and had no
residue of jungle experience. For many of
their young soldiers it was the first time
overseas and jungle fighting had to be
learned from scratch.

The soldiers see very little of the actual

_ Jungle Training Centre — a collection of
atap huts — but an awful lot of the Belizean
jungle.

| The Army Air Corps’ detachment,
or flight, in Belize consists of four
Gazelle helicopters and three
pilots. OC, Major Jeremy Wheeler
said: ‘That makes us lucky in hav-
ing a spare aircraft but on the
other hand we could accommo-
date another pilot.”

Their main task is airborne

reconnaissance, but the pilots are
also trained as forward air control-
lers working with the RAF Harriers
directing the jets to their targets.
They also control the RHA guns
and the mortars of 1 Queens.
i The OC does an eighteen-
| month tour and his pilots and air-
| crewmen four months. “In that
four months,”” said Major
Wheeler, “they fly 200-250 hours
which is considerably more than
in most UK units.”

Pictured are Major Wheeler,
right, Sgt. Frank Lewis, centre and
Lance-Corporal Paul Roberts.

e S e ————

Colonel Dickens said: “The key to suc-
cessful jungle training is rapid acclimatisa-
tion through fitness, and the process started
back in Canterbury with lots of running.
Fitness training has continued in Belize with
three-mile runs for everyone at 6am.”

The first jungle lesson taught is not to
hack your way through the green screen
with a machete unless you want to be
exhausted in minutes in the 90 degree plus
temperatures with humidity up to 100 per
cent. Another lesson is to avoid the “bastard’
tree — an unpopular resident covered in
long needle-like thorns which tend to cause
festering wounds if you get a handful.

The soldiers are taught to lose their
natural fear of the jungle and survive in it.
They build bashas and learn that water
snails, iguana, armadillos, porcupines,
snakes and even parrots can be epicurean
feasts to a hungry man. There are also the
vines which pour sweet water when cut.

They also discover that the jungle is not
festooned with snakes or hock deep with
six-inch hairy tarantula spiders and scor-

e st s
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Above: Brothers, Duncan (left) and Rod Smith
show what well-dressed jungle fighter is wearing.
pions. You can go for days in the jungle and
see nothing move except soldiers. But the
‘nasties’ are there, and young soldiers are
taught that the way to deal with the highly
poisonous fer-de-lance or yellow jaw and the
boa constrictor, should they chance on one,
is to leave it strictly alone.

After two weeks in the jungle the soldiers
emerge saturated with sweat, covered in
insect bites, stinking like farm animals and
generally ‘knackered’.

The CO’s scattered command finds ‘B’
Company at Airport Camp, ‘A’ Company
210 miles due south at Rideau Camp near
coastal Punta Gorda, and ‘C’ Company at
Holdfast Camp, near inland San Ignacio, 73
miles south-west of Belize City. With their
supporting RHA guns and Royal Hussars’
Scorpions and Scimitars, they form Bartle
Groups North and South — there to counter
any threat from neighbouring Guatemala
whose long-standing claims on Belize are

continued on page 11

NN

e e A e e (S AR e T




TN

e T T

T

GENUINE

SURPLUS

® BERETS

® COMBAT CLOTHING
® PARKAS

® BOOTS

® 0.G. TROUSERS

® 0.G. SHIRTS

® BRK/DRESS TROUSERS

® '58 WEBBING
® RUCKSACKS
® WATER BOTTLES

‘Almost anything in genuine

govt surplus’

(S.A.E.) for catalogue please

SILVERMAN'S

(Department S)

2/8 Harford Street,
London, E.1.

Tel: 01-790 5257
Personal callers Mon.-Fri.

Nearest Tube — Mile End.

CACNICOMNY

We’re BIG in
British T=Shirts

At last you can get British made T-shirts in 100%
cotton and sweat-shirts made exclusively to our
specifications with the Union Jack label bringing you
quality and style at a price comparable with
imported T-shirts.

The latest automatic printing machines ensure
fast, quality control reproduction and 1000+
orders can be printed and delivered in days.

To prove how big we are phone

061-480 8241/2

for free colour brochure pmee lists or write to:
CAPRICORN GRAPHICS, Dept 29, POBox 1,
Offerton Industrial Estate, Hempshaw Lane,
Stockport, Cheshire SK2 5TX.

D.O.E.

tests for

ASTRA Hatchback
47.1 mpg at
constant 56 mph

UK OFFICE: 1013 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON, NW11 7ES. TEL: 01-455 6074.

AVAILABLE
NOW
FOR

W PERSONAL

f:?)?llsumption @ m

EXPORT
FROM

‘ * LOW DEPOSIT

* 4 YRS TO PAY
* TAX-FREE PRICES
* NATO DISCOUNT
* PART EXCHANGE

VAUXHALL & OPEL

EXPORT SPECIALISTS & MAIN DEALERS
WRITE OR PHONE FOR FULL DETAILS TO:

GERMAN OFFICE: 4050 MUNCHEN GLADBACH 6, HARDTERWALD STR 200, WEST GERMANY. TEL: 02161 55441.

| AM INTERESTED IN VAUXHALL CHEVETTE O ASTRA O CAVALIER O CARLTON O ROYALE O
OPEL KADETT O ASCONA O MANTA O REKORD O SENATOR O MONZA O

NAME AND RANK . cooiiius i vnninme suion s sine vin isiin an s s oy somris e o ot o s ool s S E O I S

ABDDRESS: oo c .o vns i aie s, sia Wlaleeisenis wieivia s oisis o ik O e A s UNIT'OR REGT: . . . - iio
EERPHONE HOME o il i ety vieioa el it et ML e R S EXRE IR
CANEOREXPORT TO: (COUNMIIY) | qaslsovinane s dnbinmonsnaats o s i DATE OF O/S POSTING: .. ......cotiEs

10




being thrashed out by the politicians with
full independence the aim for Belize within a
year or so.

Colonel Dickens, who commands from
Rideau, was busy over Christmas. He went
‘nationwide’ and visited every man in his
battalion by helicopter.

Two NCOs with travellers’ tales to tell in
the mess will be Colour Sergeant Jim Pyper,
aged 32, and Sergeant Rick Malam, 25, who
volunteered for two weeks on the eleven-
by-seven mile island of Montserrat on the
other side of the Caribbean between Antigua
and Guadeloupe. The 65-strong Defence
Force there, equipped with Lee Enfield -303
rifles, two Brens and three Webley revol-
vers, had requested help with their training
—and 1 Queens obliged. Jim and Rick were
put on a plane for Miami and island hopped
the rest of the way.

Another one-off invitation came 1
Queens’ way from Columbia, 1,000 miles
south of Belize on the South American
mainland. In December they commemo-
rated the 150th anniversary of Simon
Bolivar’s death and they sought British rep-
resentation because British troops helped
Bolivar wrest power from the Spanish.
Major Rod Arnold, Second-in-Command of
1 Queens, together with Lieutenant Nick
Keys and ten others, were given the job and
they flew to Santa Marta to take part in a
parade and act as ambassadors.

Not all 1 Queens’ families were separated
at Christmas. Some wives flew to Miami to

Major ‘Rocky” Hitchcock, OC of ‘B’
Company, 1 Queens, who is doing
a project on snakes during his
Belize tour, is pictured with one of
his collection — a 5ft-long tropical
diamond backed rattlesnake and
not recommended as a pet. Highly
venomous, it now reclines in a jar
of formaldehyde and will return to
Canterbury with the battalion. It
was run over on Belize’'s Western
Highway but was still alive when
examined and had to be formally
dispatched. Another of Major
Hitchcock's collection, which he
later released, was a harmless 2ft
tree snake which he went to a
party with wrapped round his
arm. Said Major Hitchcock:
“People remarked that it looked
very realistic.” '

rendezvous with their husbands. Others
were lucky with RAF indulgence flights on
the weekly VC10 to Belize and stayed in
hotels with their menfolk.

Belize is a perfect jumping-off place for
the more glamorous Caribbean names and
not a few soldiers will have seen Acapulco,
Mexico City, California, Spanish Honduras
and perhaps some of the Caribbean islands
in the sun by the time April and Canterbury
come round again.

Below: Capt Alasdair Goulden played uncle to
126 kids at party on national holiday.

Above: Sgt Maj Bob Jones runs R and R courses

for 1 Queens at Placentia leisure centre.

The first nursing sister to be
posted to Belize Force HQ's medi-

cal centre is Major Sheila
McCauley,- Queen . Alexandra’s
Royal Army Nursing Corps, who
went to the force from Princess
Alexandra‘’s Hospital, RAF
Wroughton, where she was surgi-
cal ward sister.

She said: “The posting was
something of an experiment for a
four-month period. Everything
has worked out well, however,
and | shall recommend that it
continues with a succession of
nursing sisters coming out. I'm
enjoying the experience tre-
mendously.”

A Londoner now living in East-
bourne, Sheila trained as a SRN at
King’s College Hospital and joined
the QA eight years ago. She once
spent four months in New Zea-
land on an exchange and had a
tour at Rinteln in Germany.

The eight-bed APC medical
centre,
mini-hospital, which can accom-
modate more patients if pushed,
is considered one of the best
equipped for its size in Central
America. It has a £17,000 X-ray
unit, a new operating theatre, a
laboratory, a waiting room for 20
patients, two consulting rooms
and the ward. It cost a quarter of a
million pounds.

better described as a -
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 If yourson is bright enough |
tobe an Army Officer,

we'll helpwith his education.
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Welbeck College,

The Army has its own boarding school,
Welbeck (,ulh,;:e for boys who want to bC‘
Officers one day.

Entrance requirementsare highly com-
petitive and to qualify for consideration
for a place a young man must be well up to
GCE ‘O’ level ,h[dllddld (or SCE ‘O’ grade)
in maths, physics, English language and at
least two other subjects, preferably chemistry
and a foreign language.

And of course, he must have a genuine
interest in a career as an Army Officer.

If he has and we think he’s good enough,
we'll give him the best possible start in becom-
ing an officer in the Army’s technical Corps.

(It will, incidentally, be largely at the
Army’s expense. Your contribution towards
maintenance is very reasonable.)

What your son will get is basically a
6th form education to ‘A’ level standard in
maths, physics and related subjects.

Since there are only 150 boys atWelbeck,
we can afford to give a great deal of individual
tuition.

Academic standards have to be high
because success at Welbeck guarantees a
place at the Royal Military Academy at
Sandhurst.

Notts. A boarding school for potentiad Ofhcers in the Army's te hnical Corps

And not only this; once
, commissioned, the majority of
Welbeck boys go on to Univer-
= sity at the Army’s expense.
: Most boys are commis-
u sioned into the REME,R Signals,
RAOC and RE.Some go to the
RA and RCT and a few to the
RAC and Infantry.

We ought to point out that
it is only at Sandhurst that your
son will begin to wear uniform.
« At Welbeck he is a civilian.
And apart from some
; adventure training plus Cadet
corps training, the syllabus is
little different from that of a first-
class school.

Theres plenty of sport too. As well as
school games, he can go sailing, rock climbing
and orienteering.

And as you can see from the photo-
graph, Welbeck is an old stately home which
is set in beautiful grounds.

Applicants for the entry starting in
January 1982 must have been born between
Ist November 1964 and 1st April 1966.The,
closing date for applications is 1st May 1981.
For the September 1983 entry the birth
dates must be between lIst July 1965 and
Ist April 1967 with the closing date for
applications being 15th December 1981.

To obtain our prospectus fill in the
coupon and post it to the Headmaster.

|—_ To: The Headmaster, Welbeck College_l :
| Dept. ¥6, Worksop, Notts. S80 3LN.

|
' Name |
| Address : I
|
|

I School cife CLI
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are to be trained to use arms for

defensive purposes has been gen-
erally applauded both inside and out-
side the Armed Forces.

As Brigadier Eileen Nolan, former
Director of the Women's Royal Army
Corps and now its Deputy Controller
Commandant, commented: "It seems
to me to be absolutely in line with
sensible modern day thinking and also
brings us into line with other Nato
countries.”

Ten years ago perhaps the decision
might have raised a few eyebrows.
Today, apart from a token flurry of
press interest, the news has caused
hardly a ripple.

But if the sight of gun-toting girl guer-
rillas in Rhodesia or combat-clad Miss
World contenders from Israel has
already prepared the public for the sight
of women bearing arms, the decision is
nevertheless an important one for the
Women's Royal Army Corps and for the
Army as a whole.

The range of peacetime duties under-
taken by the WRAC continues to grow,
with new trades being taken on board
all the time. But in the event of war our
women soldiers know they may need
other military skills too — including
being able to defend themselves and
installations made vulnerable by troop
deployments to the combat zone.

Preparing women for such a role has
nothing to do with Womens Lib or burn-
ing bras. It has everything to do with the
sensible and efficient use of resources
and a recognition that women are just
as determined, resourceful and resilient
as men in defending themselves and
their country.

That old misogynist John Knox may
have thundered against ‘the monstrous
regiment of women’ four centuries ago.
Had he been alive today he would no
doubt, like us, have been proud — and
grateful — to have them on his side.

*
T HE SUBJECT of WRAC arms train-

T HE DECISION that Servicewomen

ing brings to mind the story of the
General visiting a WRAC detach-

ment who was anxious to find out what
female soldiers thought of carrying
guns. Rounding on one particularly
_well-endowed member of the Corps he

~ SOLDIER to Soldier

demanded: “Could you kill a man. Well,
could you?”

“l think so, sir,’” came the reply,
“‘given about three weeks!"”

the youthful spirit of adventure

still burns brightly, was supplied
in full measure by Operation Drake, the
two year expedition by the brigantine
Eye of the Wind which has celebrated
the great sailor's circumnavigation of
the globe.

It involved over 400 young explorers
from Britain and 26 other countries —
together with scientists and archaeo-
logists — in a series of ten expeditions
through some of the world’s remotest
jungles, deserts and mountains.

And supporting them in these great
adventures were professionals from the
Services, including over 150 Army per-
sonnel and the expedition’s
Lieutenant-Colonel John Blashford-
Snell.

For much of the time too, it was the
Army who provided the Operation's
only link with civilisation. A small team
from 30 Signal Regiment at Blandford
provided a round-the-clock radio lifeline
for the whole of the two years — a
major factor in the expedition’s safe
and successful completion.

The adventures of those who took
part were heady wine indeed. In
Panama, they surveyed a sunken treas-
ure ship and excavated a lost city; in
Papua New Guinea they met a stone-
age tribe who had never set eyes on a
white man before and stalked swamps
for the world’s longest lizards; in Kenya
they unearthed ancient settlements.

And they did extensive community
work too — conducting medical sur-
veys, marking nature trails, helping hur-
ricane victims in Fiji, building cattle dips
for African tribesmen and even — as
our own SOLDIER team reported a year
ago — finding a 50 million ton coalfield
in Papua New Guinea.

*
P ROOF, IF proof were needed, that

leader,”

More than 60,000 youngsters applied
for places on Operation Drake and now
an Operation Drake Fellowship is to be
set up to encourage and train young
people to undertake their own expedi-
tions.

As Drake himself once wrote: “There
must be a beginning of any great matter
but the continuing unto the end until it
be thoroughly finished yields the true
glory.”

He would surely have been delighted
to see his words so faithfully echoed in
the project bearing his name, for it was
not only a grand design in its concep-
tion but supremely well carried out.

THREAT from outer space has
A led to improved facilities for Ser-

vicemen in Germany. Nightly,
soldiers are manning the barricades
against the alien beings — but while
they face certain defeat, their rout is
indirectly helping them to have better
social facilities.

What we are talking about, of course,
are ‘Space Invaders’ — those ubiqui-
tous machines which apparently appeal
to the Serviceman'’s sense of challenge
in combat. Together with more tradi-
tional items such as juke boxes and pin
tables — as well as Anglicised versions
of American pool tables — they ensured
a massive jump in Naafi club funds last
year.

Some £275,000 was paid into club
improvement funds in 1979-80 — an 80
per cent increase on the previous year's
figures. The club improvement funds
are made up entirely of revenue from
amusement machines. And they can be
spent on anything which will improve
club facilities or decor.

There are already no less than 2000
machines of the ‘Space Invader’ or simi-
lar type installed in Naafi clubs in the
United Kingdom and Rhine Army —
and Naafi is constantly adding to and
updating the range. It all seems a far cry
from shove "apenny and cribbage.

ELSE-
SOLDIER READER SERVICES UK BFPO  \WHERE
SUBSCRIPTIONS Your own copy of SOLDIER posted direct to you. £4.92 £4.92 £5.76
One year (13 issues).
Your own copy of SOLDIER News posted direct to £5.15 £5.15 £5.00
you. 4
One year (26 issues). -
BOUND VOLUMES Red Balacron. Gilt title Vol no: year 1977 £10.57 £10.57 £10.85
1978 £11.15 £11.15 £11.43 «
1979 £14.00 £14.00 £14.30
EASIBINDERS Red Balacron. Gilt title, Holds 12 issues. £2.30 £2.00 £2.15
BACK NUMBERS Available at cover price (with gaps) From 1857
onwards (list and postal charges on application)
Regular Army Badges {poster) {30 x 20 ins, 762 x 5560mm) (picture area £1.00 £0.90 £1.00
22 x 181 ins, 602 x 475mm)
Royal Salute The Queen and her Army £0.67 £0.67 £0.77
SOLDIER T-shirts (in white with red lettering)
(adults) XL (42''-44°") L (38''-40"")
M (34"-36") S (32"-34") £1.95 £1.86 £1.95
(children's) 24", 26", 28", 30" £1.45 £1.45 £1.45
SOLDIER sweat shirts (adults — in blue or red) sizes as for T-shirts £5.50 £5.50 £5.50
(children’s — blue only) sizes as for T-shirts £4.50 £4.50 £4.50

Orders to: SOLDIER (Dept S) Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU. Payments should be sent by UK cheque, UK
postal order or international money order expressed in sterling and made payable to: Command

Cashier UKLF.
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INTERNAL SECURITY
SOLDIER CREATED IN
COLD CAST BRONZE FOR
PHOENIX WORLD
REPRODUCTIONS

THE SCULPTOR
Anthony Miller was born in 1947, married with two young children he studied
art using his talents as a portrait artist as well as a sculptor

A WORK OF ART

After months of work, the artist’s original sculpture is handed over to our
master pattern maker to be prepared for production ensuring every subtle detail is
retained when making the moulds. It is the infinite care and skill used at this stage
that ensures every figure is an exact replica of the original. Each Figurine is then
hand cast in the finest cold cast bronze, carefully checked for flaws, then passed to
the polisher to be burnished and patinated with masterly skill. The final stage of
production is to seal the figurine to prevent any tarnishing and cover the underside
with a green baize. After final checking when we are satisfied that the figurine is
perfect its edition number is stamped under the base. The resulting sculpture, a
marriage of the sculptors talent and the craftsmens skills stands 94 inches and
weighs approximately 3] pounds

COLD CAST BRONZE

The traditional method of fusing the constituents of metal has been heat. Modern
casting methods have evolved using chemical and catalyst to provide the bonding of
metals and eliminate the furnace. This technique is cold casting, it is an excellent
medium in which to present the skill of the sculptor and should be accorded all the
care normally given to works of art.

=y

TO: PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS SO/81
389, Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5TA

Telephone: Gravesend 65511 or Slough 44639
cold cast figurines at £35.00 incl. VAT P&P UK/BFPO: add

Please send me
10% overseas orders

I enclose cheque/postal order for £
or debit my Barclaycard/Access No.

i
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NAME
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BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE

! NEW VEHICLE REQUHRED: <. e e e e

RANGERS

TALBOT MILITARY SALES

TALBOT

Take it easy with

Saloons, batchbacks and
estates for immediate deliv-
ery.
From 10% deposit and up to
48 months repayments.
Excellent prices paid, use
your own car until you take
delivery of your new one.
12 months unlimited mileage
warranty plus the “extra care
policy” valid UK and Ger-
many, with over 600 Talbot
dealers and service agents in
Germany. Talbot represents
value for money in any lan-
guage.
C.l. motor caravans

Tax paid and used cars also available.
For further information on the Talbot range post
coupon to:

Solara

TAX FREE EXPORT

NAAFI FINANCE

PART EXCHANGE

AFTER SALES

(A DIVISION OF RANGERS GARAGE DURRINGTON)

RANGERS TALBOT MILITARY SALES
I 5A THE ARCADE, EARLS COURT RD, AMESBURY, WILTS.
TEL AMESBURY 23724 OR DURRINGTON WALLS 52246

L T 8 S i BBk 0 e
l AdArass . ... .. ... ..o NI ey
oo 15| P Bl T
l Part exchange: model . ... sl WOBE., oo
' MIlBBOS & i v v et amn b OOIOTIT & L lhd O rhd O
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“It’s way past closing time, Manuel — play ‘The Last Post’!”

“You mean I've actually appeared on 3 . Sl
radar?”’ “Karen’s daddy is only a corporal — and she stays up until nine
o'clock.”




Once Belfast’'s premier hotel ‘The GCH’
became home to thousands of British

soldiers. Now the Army has pulled out
— but before it did so Graham Smith
took a last look round.

GOODBYE GRAND
CENTRAL

16

THE ARMY’S EIGHT-YEAR ASSOCIA-
TION with Belfast’s Grand Central Hotel,
simply known as ‘The GCH’ to more than
12,000 soldiers on city patrols who lived in it
as their operational home among bomb-
blasted streets, has come to an end with an
almost whispered farewell.

Belfast’s most revered hotel once patron-
ised by the showbiz famous, officially
opened and closed — twice — a survivor of
at least three nearby terrorist bomb explo-
sions, victim of a careless £20,000 fire and
subsequently ‘face-lifted’ in decor several
times by the Army, is being handed over to
its owners at the close of the current lease.

Six flights of stairs battered by DMS
boots in the high-ceilinged 170-bedroomed
hotel are silent. So, too, the busy kitchens
with extrovert cooks, steaming bains-marie
and bubbling pots . . . the back street
reception area leading from a sentry sangar
with its oft-shoved and kicked heavy plastic
flexi-doors ... and the vibrating basement
rumblings of the 20-year-old oil-fired central
heating system lovingly likened by many
there to the Queen Mary’s boiler-room.

Pictures: Doug Pratt

The last ‘guests’ to book out in quantity
on an overcast, drizzling November morn-
ing were men from the Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards, of the distinctive grey berets, who
were to return earlier than planned to their
barracks at Paderborn, West Germany.

With them went the last of the pouting,
posturing pin-ups who had tirelessly looked
down from distempered walls to beguile
their admirers with smouldering smiles and
titillating charms.

Chairs, tables, carpets, beds, mattresses,
maps and all the sundry equipment that
make up the daily operational needs of a
resident city centre roulement regiment
were loaded into four-tonners and 40-foot
containers for transit by civilian means. Also
included in the move out, which was
mounted from the sorting office yard of the
old post office next door, were 4000 MT
spares.

In all, some 460 ‘Jocks’ had been accom-
modated in the GCH, thus securing them-
selves a niche in regimental annals as the last
unit to have been there. It was never deter-
mined though if there was a Kilroy among
their number!

During their short-tour period in the

-

M J

Ulster capital they had been patrolling in
Land Rovers, carrying out guard duties and
manning a number of static observation
posts. Besides this, they provided a back-up
force for the Crumlin Gaol.

Like any other closing-down operation it
was a case of ‘everything must go’ — right
down to threadbare stair carpet well beyond
the care of brush or vacuum cleaner.

GCH’s last ‘hotel manager’, Capt ‘Q’
Dave Roberts, said: “It has been run like a
ship here with people coming and going all
the time. Feeding 350 men a day was a
mammoth task in itself. Not only the outgo-
ing unit but those who have been here
before have each tried to improve the decor
of the GCH in their own way.”

The fighting men may be gone but the
£25,000 oil-fired central heating put in
twenty years ago still rumbles on, at a low
heat, by request of the owners, the Belfast
Estate Company Limited.

Comfort over the years for the lads patrol-
ling the bomb-battered city streets was not
forgotten in the former four-star luxury of
the GCH described 70 years ago as a ‘gigan-

continued on page 18
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as 70 years ago — but main entrance has gone.

Left and above: Outside the GCH looks the same

Below: Soldiers added plenty of decorative

touches of their own to the interior walls.




Right: Soldiers turn removal men in pull-out.

tic and thoroughly up-to-date caravansary’.

The Officers’ Mess was housed in the
Harland and Wolff suite, the Sergeants’
Mess in the ballroom and the soldiers’
facilities in the dining room. The ‘choggie
shop’ found pride of place in the Smoke
Room.

Three national newspapers provided eight
welfare TV sets and two video recorders.
And there were three sets of films to choose
from on screen seven nights a week.

Deceptively, sport was not overlooked
either in Ulster’s erstwhile premier hotel. It
had two squash courts, a multi-gym, and
even a sauna.

The walls of the adjacent old post office
provided an ad hoc circuit training facility
too . . . all 1} miles of it!

In 1976, a 400-1b bomb which detonated
in a post office van in the nearby sorting
office yard failed to crumble the spirit of the
GCH. The shock, however, rocked the
88-year-old structure leaving the floor be-
tween the second and third storeys some-
what askew.

Captain Roberts again: “It’s no good play-
ing snooker in that part of the building!”

Quietly, over recent weeks, the process of
‘de-militarising’ the hotel has been going on
involving the resident 33 Field Squadron,
RE, from Antrim and the Property Services
Agency (PSA) who have been clearing
the sangars, removing the rocket screens
and taking down the fencing in Berry Street.

Now, sadly, the name Grand Central
Hotel will likely disappear from current
promulgation save in the books of the refer-
ence library and in the memories of the 120
staff who worked there up until October
1971 when it was closed because of the
‘troubles’. It will probably be known as
12-26 Royal Avenue. .

The Army officially booked in during
July 1972, leasing the GCH to protect busi-
ness premises which were under attack
almost daily by bombs left in parked cars.

Though dating from about 1892 the
Grand Central had its first extensive re-
decoration by some 150 men working flat
out for four months in time for a March 31,
1927 opening by the late Lord Craigavon,
then Viscount Craigavon of Stormont. (Ten
years earlier, the GCH had been taken over
by the Government as a hostel for the
Womens Army Auxiliary Corps).

In the Twenties the city’s national daily
newspaper, commenting on just one of the
facilities of the Grand Central prior to its
opening commented: “A special feature will
be the provision of morning coffee in the
Smoke Room, a handsome apartment very
comfortably furnished, in which the frag-
rant beverage will be served hot from the
machines installed in a corner of the room.
The carpets in all the rooms are of the most
luxurious character, soft to the tread and the
patterns are very pleasant to the eye.”

Unknowing of the future situation forty
years on, the same report said of the bed-
rooms — from 7s 6d for a single and 18s for
a double — in the same preamble: “The
bedrooms are cosy, all installed with hot and
cold water, have bell pushes and light
switches within easy range of the pillow and
are restful in aspect. A victim of insomnia
should find a certain cure in such an envi-
ronment.”

Right: Bedroom scene familiar to thousands.
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Right: Staircase looks in surprisingly good shape
after hammering by 12,000 pairs of boots.

The then modern technology of the tele-
phone has a mention in the same columns,
thus: “Post Office lines are available so that
business men can get into telegraphic com-
munication without having to leave their
rooms.”

Many from the glittering world of show-
biz have stayed at the Grand Central Hotel
where, in the Twenties, a dinner-dance cost
8s 6d a head.

Stars like Gene Autrey (minus horse)
. . . Bob Hope . . . Gracie Fields . . .
Merle Oberon . . . Cary Grant . . . Mary
Pickford ... Gigli ... Paul Robeson ...
the Beatles . . . and the Rolling Stones.
And bozxers, too, like Primo Carnera . . .
Jimmy Wilde . . . and Benny Lynch.

The latest celebrity to sleep in a star suite
was 22-year-old Shoana Kennedy, from
Kirkintilloch Miss Royal Scots
Dragoon Guards!

The hotel was badly damaged by a fire in
1969 when £20,000 damage was caused.
Some 150 guests were getting dressed for
dinner, 18 of them later being taken to
hospital with seven of them detained. At
about the same time a workman was getting
ready to take his ‘tea break’ . . . leaving,
unattended, his blazing blow lamp! At least,
that is one well-informed local theory.

Alas, after 44 years of comparative pros-
perity, in July 1971, the Grand Central
closed its famous Royal Avenue doors
because of substantial financial losses —
around £10,000 a week — and the fall-off in
trade resulting from urban terrorism.

Crockery, ice buckets, silver plated cut-
lery in original wrappings, lobster picks,
silver salvers, toothpick stands and the vast
wine cellar stocks all came under the
auctioneer’s busy gavel.

The Welsh Guards moved in during July
1972.

And what of GCH’s future?

It is estimated by 47-year-old Mr Angus
McDonnell, managing agent for the prop-

Below: Royal Scots Dragoon Guards ready to go.

erty, that the hotel is worth, in Ulster
vernacular, at least a ‘big note’ — about one
million pounds.

“The Army has looked after the property
remarkably well, it is fair to say, I was very
surprised to see such a homely barracks.
People thought the Army would leave it in a
shambles. They’ve added quite a lot to it,”
said Mr McDonnell.

He added: “I don’t think there is any
possibility of it continuing as an hotel and
there is certainly no indication that the site
will be re-developed in the foreseeable
future. It’s early days vet. I don’t know if
the city planning department will have any

thoughts on it though it’s no secret to say

that they have grandiose plans for this whole
area.”

Mr McDonnell, too, has some ideas of his
own for the GCH — like blueprints which
show up to ten shop units on the ground
floor, a possible central exhibition area on
the first floor and a club with likely office
accommodation on the remaining three
upper storeys.

A former member of the UDR, Mr
McDonnell has himself stayed in the GCH
and slept above the boiler house.

“You could hear the rumbling of the
central heating system and smell the oil. It
was just like being on the Liverpool boat,”
he recalled, with Irish eyes smiling. L ]
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According to the National House Building two years* should you be made redundant! _ l_ -
Council, by the end of the Eighties the average semi- £100 fixes the house of your choice at today’s price.
detached house will top £60,000. Within the next three  And we may be able to help you financially, too—for
months alone, rising building costs mean that Barratt  everyone from first time buyers onwards, Barratt offer
house prices can be expected to increase 5%. the most comprehensive range of special schemes to

Put another way, that represents a £50 increase on  help you buy. No other builder makes housebuying so
each £1,000-so a house costing £30,000 now will be simple,so worry-free!
costing £31,500 in three months’ time. With all the help that Barratt can give you now and

But right now, mortgages are guaranteed on all with house values rising steadily,the message is clear:
Barratt houses, bungalows and flats from £12,000 to
£130,000. Subject to the usual status requirements you

may well be in line for a full 95% mortgage. And thanks 3 E ' 'Bm “'al 5

Your maximum probable mortgage will be 2Y: times your annual salary or
slightly more if you both work.

Please tick your price range:

Up to £15,000 [_] £15,000-£25,000 [_] £25,000-£35,000 ] Over £35,000[ ]
I would like details of developments in or near these towns:

Post to: Forces Advisory Department, Barratt Developments Limited,
Wingrove House, Ponteland Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NES 3DP.

NAME
UNIT ADDRESS

I Building houses to make homes in el
*Subject to certain status requirements on L Over 400 developments throughout Britain TELEPHONE SM2

08/l

&,

to the special Barratt Mortgage Repayment Protection
- Scheme, your repayments are covered for up to

houses contracted o purchase between
Ist Smwmbqr‘l%(] and 31st August 1981.
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The All Arms Pre
Parachute Selection
Gourse is a gruelling
test of fitness,
strength and
confidence that all
aspiring airborne
soldiers must pass
hefore proceeding to
parachute training.
Stuart Reed followed
_ the last week of the
teeth-clenching,
. hack-breaking
G v ordeal.
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Para?

“. ... They are first all volunteers and are then
toughened by hard physical training . . . . Their
duty lies in the van of batle. They have the
highest standard in all things”.

THE WORDS ARE THOSE OF
‘MONTY’ in World War Two but the qual-
ities and standards required of airborne sol-
diers remain the same today. Their role is
two-fold: to operate in support of Nato and
in North West Europe and to carry out
limited operations in support of British
foreign policy.

Though the Parachute Regiment is the
backbone of the Airborne Forces, specialists
from other regiments have a vital support
role in any airborne operation, — cooks,
signallers, gunners, engineers, medical
assistants and so on.

For those who are recommended by their
regiments and allowed to volunteer, the All
Arms Pre Parachute Selection Course is the
gate through which all airborne soldiers
must pass before going on to actual para-
chute training at RAF Brize Norton.

The Pre Parachute Selection Course win-
nows the wheat from the chaff, saving the
Army from mis-spending money on further
training for those who are not suitable. It
also ensures that the high qualities required
of the airborne soldier — courage, fitness,

* stamina and professionalism — are main-
tained.

PPS is certainly one of the toughest
courses that any soldier, British or other-
wise, can undergo. Whether it is tougher
than the Royal Marines ‘“Tarzan Course’ is a
matter of academic discussion. Behind the
plain, military words of PPS Selection
Training Review, November 1979 there lies
a nerve racking and teeth clenching experi-
ence.

Ten Mile Battle March: . . . . A 10 mile
test to be completed in under 2 hours with
the full load of Bergen and rifle . . . .”
(Review of Pre Parachute Selection and Train-
ing, Nov 79)

Staff Sergeant Instructor Crabbe is soon
to leave Depot Para to tone up the Com-
mando Engineers Squadron. It is therefore
his last 10 mile battle march. He stresses the
importance of every man completing the
course in a good time. The All Arms Course
listen attentively, the pale November sun-
shine giving their faces a jaundiced look.
Everyone from Captain McGimpsey, OC

. Parachute Selection, downward, is carrying
a 30 pound rucksack. The course also carry
SLRs and full webbing pouches making a

total weight of 45lbs. Several NCOs of
Depot Para have volunteered to join the
march merely to keep in trim and encourage
anyone who dares to straggle.

SSI Crabbe barks an order or two and the
whole column quick marches off, arms
swinging. The pace is a cracking one.
Within seconds they have crossed the foot-
ball field and are passing under the A325.
After 400 yards they are doubling along a
stony lane, penetrating the Army Training
Area. Notices warn the public not to touch
dangerous objects. (Does this include SSI
Crabbe?)

There is no talking. Everyone is sweating
— little everglades form under armpits and
on the backs of the soldiers’ camouflage
wind-proofs. Some are already feeling the
pace. A lanky gunner stumbles to his knees
and is lashed to his feet by Corporal
McCourt’s acid tongue.

The relentless, alternate, quick marching
and running goes on. The Paras call it
‘tabbing’. All the while the staff goad or
cajole at full volume. It is physically harder
for them as they run up and down the
column driving the others on. The on-
course officers come in for a lot of stick —
more is expected from them and they know
it.

Tanks under trial in Long Valley have
churned the ground into a calf-deep mud
custard. For over a mile is sucks greedily at
the soldiers’ boots, devouring their energy.
Sergeant Major McNally attempts to divert
their minds by remarking that it is perfect
‘tabbing’weather and they are all on a won-
derful holiday at public expense. A few
smile wryly — most are too busy keeping
their feet to notice.

At last the quagmire gives way to a steep
stony incline but they’re doubling again.
The steep hill stretches the column out over
a quarter of a mile. At the rear, fuchsia-
faced, Captain McGimpsey and Sergeant
Smith yell to the stragglers to catch up.

Over the ridge, as they plunge down the
rock-strewn track, one man sprains his
ankle badly and Corporal Peka, the medic,
rushes keenly to the rescue. At the bottom a
wide water jump claims a few runners. They
flounder in the icy, yellow ochre and strug-
gle out soaked to the skin. One RCT soldier
looks about to jack it in. West Indies born
Sergeant Registe harangues him — and he
carries on.

Lofty Flagstaff Hill is a killer but for
those who keep up front there is a fleeting

Below: Off on the ten mile battle march.

rest, a mouthful of water and a
view of the Surrey/Hampshire bord
the column is racing on down an
sheer scarp face into another swampy val
Ceasar’s Camp, Hungry Hill, Ravine H
— the names come and go in quick s
sion as the ‘“Hobnail Express’ rushes by.

All at once SSI Crabbe roars that th
the last hill of the last mile. At this stage t
course will believe anything — but it’s true.
The front runners turn sharp right into a
clearing where two Land Rovers, one an
ambulance, and a Bedford four ton truck are
parked.

Sergeant Major McNally produces a clip
board and logs each man’s course number
and time. The fastest time is one hour forty
minutes. The first few home have started
the week well with a whole ten points. The
delicious aroma of ‘Airborne Hash’- drifts
from the back of the four tonner . . . i #

Stretcher Race: “. . . . 4 men, with 8 men
in reserve, carry a stretcher with a
simulated casualty . . . . over 7 miles of
cross country. The present course has a
suggested time of 75 minutes”.

Sergeant Major McNally has been firework
happy during the night, letting off Scher-
muly flares and gleefully lobbing thunder-
flashes around the recently dug trenches in :
the clearing.

He knows that he must keep the course
members under pressure so at 2000 hours he 3
sends-them out in patrols on a map reading :
exercise which will take them to several
landmarks over a seven mile course. .

All in all the would-be airborne soldiers
have had very little sleep. At first light they
are brusquely woken with another couple of
thunderflashes. There is a cup of tea for
everyone but no breakfast yet. The :
trenches, dug twelve hours before, are filled
in again.

At 0800 a stretcher race is about to begin. 3
Each stretcher is made from a rectangle of
scaffolding poles with metal girders added to
bring it up to the weight of a man. The
course and Parachute Regiment are split
into 3 teams, 12 men to a team, with four
men stretcher bearing at any one time.

They line up for a mass start in the
clearing. Staff Sergeant Crabbe lights a
thunderflash to signal the start. As the
explosion reverberates around the clearing
the teams are off at the double, cheering
wildly as they surge forward towards the exit

continued on page 24
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Above: Instructors spur on stretcher party.
road. Their enthusiasm and early morning
energy soon wanes as they steam along the
rugged gullies and pathways towards Long
Valley and Flagstaff Hill once more.

The stretchers are torture on the shoul-
ders. The shorter men tend to fare badly as
the weight slopes down to their corner but
the taller soldiers take a more steady weight
which tires them out, especially on the flat.
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The climb up Flagstaff Hill is a nightmare.
Thighs are on fire and shoulders are burning
from the stretchers’ buffeting. The instruc-
tors, as always, charge along bellowing
encouragement or insult — anything to keep
the troops moving.

Down the far side of Hungry Hill one
stretcher team is quite unable to stop and
they plunge headlong into a thicket of trees
Below: Showing how to tackle Confidence Test.

YT

at the bottom, the stretcher taking the men
with it. The instructors are screaming like
madmen.

The course ends with a 1000 yard dash
along a metalled road to where the vehicles
are parked. Several of the All Arms Course
have collapsed during this gruelling event
and some have been brought back by the
Land Rover ambulance. Wincing with pain
they hobble to join their comrades.

SSI Crabbe sees they are suffering from
sense of humour failure. He berates a young
officer for a poor performance and tells him
to switch on — or else. He wisecracks the
others into smiling. After each man has
given his name and number and the scores
and times have been logged, breakfast is
served. Egg, tomatoes, fried bread and hot,
sweet tea never tasted so good . . . .

Confidence Test: “ . . . . To see if the
soldier can control his fear of heights
sufficiently to carry out simple tasks whilst
under mental pressure”.

The All Arms Course are panting and mud
spattered. They have just completed a two
mile steeple chase in less than 18 minutes.
Its icy water jumps and muddy ravines have
left their knees trembling.

Sergeant Major McNally has them dou-
bled over to the nearby trainaisium. Several
students look on awestruck as a smartly
dressed Corporal PTI, Corporal Livesey,
shins up the 30 foot scramble net to the very
top of this giant climbing frame.

He stands on the shuffle bars and, with
arms outstretched, recites his name and
number. Next he shuffles along the bars,
still standing upright, touches his toes and
then shins down to the next level to cross a
series of monkey bars and narrow planks
over a few one step jumps before leaping
some 10 feet to punch through a scramble
net and return to ground level.

One by one the airborne candidates follow
suit. Most gulp down their fear as they

" teeter along the cat walks. The instructors

urge them on as they swing across gaps on
ropes, crawl along taut parallel wires and
clamber around like trainee gibbons.

One luckless soldier plunges through the
scramble net legs akimbo. His shout is heard
some distance away. Another baulks at the
jump into the taut net. He has already done
this jump badly once and is sent back for
another try. He is quite unable to overcome
his fear to complete the second go.

SSI Crabbe brings him down to earth and

SURVIVAL
EQUIPMENT
CATALOGUE :

130 top quality fully described and illustrated
items in our new expanded'edition,

Many unobtainable elsewhere. Prompt delivery.

Head-'ngs include

Survival Kits First Aid Kits
Compasses Knives
Rations Flares etc. etc.

Send 50p (stamps Q.K.) for mail order
catalogue to Dept SM

SURVIVAL AIDS LTD
Moriand, Penrith, Combria, CA10 3A%, UK




takes him to one side for private encourage-
ment. He goes up and fluffs it again. Cap-
tain McGimpsey speaks to him, this time
out of earshot of the rest. The luckless
soldier still cannot bring himself to jump.
The Regimental Colonel, who is watching
training, breaks off to take the soldier to one
side. What he says no-one knows, but the
man shins up the net and jumps without
hesitation. Presumably this is why the Col-
onel is a colonel.

As the All Arms Course place their feet on
terra firma once again, some have actually
enjoyed it. But for most it is merely another
ordeal to be endured. . . .

Milling: ¢ . . . . A rough and tumble version
of boxing . . . . 2 candidates of equal size in
a ring using 16 oz boxing gloves over a one
minute duration”.

At 0800 it is cold in the gymnasium. The All
Arms Course are wearing red PT vests,
shorts and plimsolls. They sit cross-legged
in a row facing their opponents drawn from
Recruit Company of the Parachute Regi-
ment. A boxing ring with padded sides has
been made from crash mats and vaulting
horses. There are gaps at two of the corners.
Four pairs of 16 oz boxing gloves lie on the
floor in readiness.

SSI Crabbe briefs the contestants; his
instructions spiced with Army patter. He
points out that it is a test of courage and
controlled aggression.

The bell goes and the first pair charge into
the boxing ring. No time is wasted on body
blows. One of the fighters is an amateur
boxer but it makes no difference. He goes
down under a welter of face punches. The
course cheer wildly. He’s up in a flash only
to be slugged again. The bell saves him and
he staggers out of the ring, one eve rapidly
closing.

Above: Sixty seconds aggression in the ring.

In go the next pair, arms flailing like
windmills. The recruits yell encouragement
as their man forces his enemy to turn and
cover. SSI Crabbe bellows for him to stand
and fight. Trapped between twin evils, the
engineer returns to face the recruit and
forces a well-earned draw. A massive gunner
is given a hard fight by a brutal looking
recruit. He only just wins.

Soon all the fights are over and no-one is
sorry. One soldier has a black eve, another is
bleeding from the nose. The scores are
totted up and the All Arms Course are
declared the winners. Both teams cheer
sportily and Sergeant Major McNally pres-
ents the course with a pennant of the Para-
chute Regiment Colours.

Below: Assault Course. It aint arf wet mum!

Assault Course: . . . . three circuits of the
obstacles wearing webbing with a bogey
time of 74 minutes”.

The sun is shining through the trees less
than a mile away from Browning Barracks in
Aldershot. It creates a dappled effect on the
faces of the All Arms Course as they receive
their briefing from Staff Sergeant Crabbe on
what is expected of them during the assault
course. None of the obstacles is terrifyingly
difficult but the seven-and-a-half minutes
allowed for three circuits makes for an
exhausting ordeal.

Once again. the course are being pitted
against their rivals, the recruits. Both the
recruits and the All Arms Course are wear-
ing parachute jumping helmets. Each man
has his course number painted boldly on it.

The course members are first away and
SSI Crabbe sets the stop watch going. The
first hazard is a wooden wall about six feet
high. The men niust leap up and roll over
the top keeping their profiles as low as
possible against the upper edge. Next comes
a couple of knee high bars which are jumped
with ease despite pools of muddy water to
hinder progress.

A series of scaffolding rungs take the
soldiers up to a height of 15 feet. Then they
must reach out and slide down a fireman’s
pole taking care to land with both feet apart
and knees bent to minimise the shock on the
spinal column.

They plunge on through the leaf strewn
path down to another ramp which takes
them over a pair of airborne jumps and on to
a water jump. Now it is all uphill, the slow
gradient being broken by two dry ditches
each about six feet wide. At the top of the
climb is a ramp ending in a water jump and ,
two parallel logs, one above the other, three
feet and seven feet off the ground. Jumping
from the logs they plunge into yet another
mud bath. The final obstacle is another
ramp and water jump.

By the time the All Arms Course have
done the circuit they are well and truly
‘whacked’ and they form a ragged line after
having their times logged. They are covered
in mud and tiny water droplets drip from
inside their helmets down their faces. Some
can hardly control their breath and stand
with chests heaving.

] continued on page 27
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Now it’s the turn of the recruits. The
Depot CO appears on the scene bringing
with him two high ranking officers from the
Portuguese Army. They watch with great
interest but keep at a safe distance so that
their impeccably rtailored, light grey
uniforms do not get splashed with mud as
the soldiers rush past.

Soon it is over and the times are com-
pared. The All Arms Course has won on
points again. A cheer goes up and Captain
McGimpsey presents the pennant to their
representative. The CQO’s visitors seem most
impressed as they pick their way over the
muddy ground towards a waiting staff
car .. ;

South Downs March: “ . . . . An assess-
ment of their stamina and determination”.

The South Downs Way near Midhurst and
Petersfield runs along the top of the chalky
escarpment of the South Downs rising in
parts to over 700 feet above sea level.
Occasionally the scarp face is gashed by
steep sided valleys dipping several hundred
feet taking the prehistoric track with it.

As the men leave the coach which has
brought them from Aldershot to a country
lane in deepest Sussex, they shoulder their
packs and fall in. Sergeant Major McNally
explains that the 15 mile section chosen for
the Pre Parachute Selection course must be
completed in two-and-three-quarter hours.
He stresses the need for each man to ‘hang
in’ and keep going at all costs.

SSI Crabbe leads off for the first half of
the march. The initial pace is very brisk
indeed but without the breakneck urgency
of the 10 miler. The weather is perfect. A
deep blue sky dotted with fleecy white
clouds crowns the beauty of rural Sussex in
the autumn. Overnight rain makes the going
soft over the first two uphill miles leading to
the crest of the escarpment. The men are
fighting for breath as they reach the top.

Regimental Sergeant Major Lewis has
come along just for the hell of it. He is a
huge man. Like most of the senior ranks
present he has done some ‘tabbing’ in his
time. The senior ranks stride out with
experienced gaits. It won’t be too long
before they are pushing 40 with 20 years
service behind them but they could still
speed-march most of the younger soldiers
into the ground.

The terrain is no respecter of persons and,
despite the shouts of the staff, the column is
beginning to string out over a half a mile.
On the slopes of the minor valleys, as the
track switches back up and down, the
chalky soil is as slippery as axle grease.
Where the land levels out, the tractor ruts in
the lanes are filled with murky water which
soon has everyone’s boots squelching.
Flecks of mud dot the soldiers windproof
clothes. At the seven mile mark, at the top
of a grindingly long and steep climb, one of
the Land Rovers is parked with a tea urn.
For those who have kept up with Staff
Sergeant Crabbe there is time for a quick sip
of sweet Army tea, but the later arrivals have
no time to stop.

Sergeant Smith is now taking the lead and
with youthful keenness steps up the pace.
Sergeant Major McNally stays up front with
him and SSI Crabbe joins Sergeant Registe

_ in the arduous task of encouraging the ‘tail-
end-Charlies’.

A concrete spot height at the top of

Beacon Hill proclaims that it is 794 feet
above sea level. There is a breathtaking view
of the valley of the River Rother on the way
up. Past the spot height the land falls away
sharply.

The front runners bound down the
springy turf almost unable to stop. They
veer left, climbing again towards the last
stretch. After what seems an age the last hill
levels out and the track leads down again
through apple orchards.

As the route turns left on to a minor
metalled road it is obvious that the troops
are on the home straight. The last few
hundred yards on the road leading downhill
to a small pub in the village of North
Moulton are performed with the utmost
speed.

Soldiers who have run with teeth-gritting,
dogged determination now break into a
hell-for-leather dash. Once across the line,
their name, number and time is logged by
Sergeant Major McNally. He sends the first
few men back to the top of the incline to
cheer the rest on as they come into view.
Soon everyone has made it and has changed
out of sweat soaked vests into dry clothing.
The last test has been completed.

There is time for a quick drink before the
pub closes and for a brief moment the gulf
between staff and course is narrowed to
virtual non-existence. Sergeant Major
McNally and RSM Lewis talk of the early
days of the Parachute Regiment and previ-
ous selection tests. They agree that today’s
tests are as hard as ever but more scientifi-
cally monitored.

Packed lunches of cheese sandwiches,
biscuits, sausage rolls and crisps are dished
out and although most complain that this is
somewhat unexciting fare, little is wasted.

The coach arrives and they pile on for the
journey back to Aldershot. The heaters are
on in the coach and after a few miles most
people are nodding off to sleep . . . .

Below:

&

WO2 McNally, Capt McGimpsey check scores.

The Selection: *“. ... The aim of PPS is to
test courage, military aptitude, fitness,
endurance and determination under condi-
tions of stress to assess whether an indi-
vidual has the ability to serve with Air-
borne Forces”.

Sergeant Major McNally’s office is crowded.
Captain McGimpsey sits on the window sill,
arms folded. The rest, Sergeant Major
McNally, SSI Crabbe, Sergeant Registe and
Sergeant Smith, are seated around one desk.
Its top is covered with score sheets and
coffee cups. The atmosphere is relaxed.

The individual scores and qualities of the
various potential airborne soldiers are dis-
cussed with a thoroughness stemming from
three weeks close scrutiny of the people
involved. The course had begun with 36
men, but by the start of the third week the
numbers had dwindled to 15 through injury
or ineptitude. Of these, only 11 survived the
final week. Twisted ankles, pulled ligaments
and lack of determination eliminated the
others.

Of the remaining 11 there is only one
further failure — a soldier over 30 who,
although showing tremendous guts, simply
did not have the stamina to see the job
through.

The points are re-examined and an Army
Catering Corps cook is pronounced top stu-
dent. It is.the first time a ‘bean slinger’ has
claimed this honour. Several of the ‘stu-
dents’ have only just scraped through but
they are younger men who will develop their
potential in the years to come.

The discussion goes backwards and for-
wards until everyone has had his say. With a
gesture of finality Sergeant Major McNally
closes the book and after a lull in the
conversation the talk turns to Chelsea FC’s
prospects, the intricacies of house purchase
and a forthcoming darts match. A new
course is due to start in two weeks time. . . @
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David Shepherd’s meticulous eye for detail has made him one
of our most sought-after wildlife and military painters . . .

THE ART
OF BRUSH
WARFARE

DAVID SHEPHERD, ACCLAIMED
WORLD-WIDE for his paintings of Afri-
can wildlife, particularly elephants, has such
a peerless reputation as a military artist that
the shock-squad SAS asked him to portray
for posterity the storming of the Iranian
Embassy within two hours of it being
dramatically enacted ‘live’ on the nation’s
TV screens on a hitherto rather somnolent
Sunday evening last summer.

He was honoured to accept the commis-
sion and will do it with zeal . . . in about 18
months time.

Such is the power, the respect and, inevit-
ably, the earning power commanded
through the palette of this multi-talented
artist who is solidly booked on painting
commissions for the next two vears.

Above: David Shepherd works on elephant study
— commission for a Japanese car firm!

David Shepherd is among an elite handful
of military artists. At 49 he already has some
2000 paintings to his credit, many of them
with Army themes which hang with pride in
messes and military museums at home and
abroad.

His eve for detail and skilful brushwork
has won him such a high reputation with the
Army that, in the past, Army Air Corps
Scout ‘choppers’ have dropped into the
grounds of his 16-acre home, a magnificent
half-timbered 16th-century Elizabethan
farmhouse in Surrey, for afternoon tea while
homeward bound from training exercises.

David has painted every type of aircraft

continued on page 30
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flown by the AAC and he, in turn, has a All this from a man who as a schoolboy
great deal of admiration for the Corps. found the war “madly exciting” yet later
A genteel, dedicated and determined man deliberately foiled the medical authorities
by any standards, David Shepherd has had seeking his presence for National Service in
less pleasant encounters when pursumg his 1948.
art with the Army. *] bunged hay up my nose to make me
He has been spat on by a covey of “evil- sneeze,” he now confesses with a wry grin,
looking” women in Northern Ireland and “although I did, in fact, suffer from hay
inadvertently met a leader of the Provisional  fever. I didn’t want to spend two years in the
IRA and two of his henchmen. Army when I was on the brink of a career’’.
David is “‘nurty” about World War Two, David, fresh from Stowe School,

. declares that in all the world the inner area Buckinghamshire, progressed from what he
“of Arabia leaves him with the “greatest and terms ‘‘a rather nervous little boy leading

most lasting impression for its sheer beauty the usual sheltered middle-class life never
and remoteness’’, and has “an unbounded really wanting anvthing” to yearning — at
enthusiasm for the Army”’. 19 — for a job as a game warden in Kenya.

Above: The Dhala Convoy, beginning of David’s
own road to recognition as a military painter.

Ll g o

In the event it was an ambition that he
was never to fulfil, but he did go to Kenya
and worked there on a coffee plantation.

Throughout his youth — and afterwards
— David never lost his fascination for the
wartime days. “I am absolutely nutty about
World War Two,” he admits. “I was
inspired as a schoolboy. This is probably
why I have a feeling for those years which
have given me the enthusiasm to paint so
many plctures for the Services”.

His paintings for the Servn:eumd with
an invitation to visit Aden by the C-in-C
British Forces Arabian Peninsula who had
already seen some of his work ..

In surroundings little changed since bibli-
cal times, David was to launch himself on
the road to fame as a military artist thanksto
another road — an ancient trade route from
Aden, through an escarpment, to a vxIlage
called Dhala. =

The road, he thinks, was bmlt before
World War Two by the Royal Ehpncersand 3
had been brought up to the standards of
modern metalled arteries just before tls:e
Army pulled out of the Protectorate in 1967.

And so it was, in 1960, that the energetic, -
sensitive Shepherd went up on what was
known as the ‘Dhala Convoy’ into the Rad-
fan, taken there by The Blues and Royals.

There was, said the Army, ‘a certain
amount of risk. A visiting major — fresh
from the UK but sceptical about the dangers
— had earlier been shot in the leg byj

Left: Action at Mirbat. Leader of clmging mob
who re-enacted the scene was a former sergeant
in the Federal Regular Army. Years before, he
hadactuailybeenkulinglhamkhrnd




dissident tribesmen. He returned to Aden
convinced — but on a stretcher.

Supplies were ferried up by three-
tonners. Officers travelled in Land Rovers,
A Ferret scout car acted as escort.

David recalls: “We set off at 0530 to reach
Dhala by nightfall, though the distance was
a mere 90 miles. The Blues and Royals had
offered to take me there after seeing some of
my sketches and photographs from previous
assignments. It was one of the most exciting
and memorable journeys I have ever done.
Dhala was an incredible mud building vil-
lage.

“At that time, tribesmen from across the
border in the Yemen were causing trouble
with the local population and the British by
taking pot shots at all and sundry and rolling
boulders down on to vehicles climbing the
pass.”

But undaunted by his experiences in the
sun-scorched setting, David took his photo-
graphs and made several sketches.

A small picture recording on canvas
David’s impressions of the journey was
bought by The Blues and Royals, his escorts
for the bone-jolting trip.

But for a major work he wanted to paint
of the episode — it was a different story.
Someone had told him that, by tradition and
accepted custom, The Blues and Royals had
‘stacks of money’. As it transpired though,
they were not interested. £90 was considered
too much!

Undismayed, David took a matter-of-fact
attitude. The work would earn him further
commissions for his talents.

However, the Arabs — now the Federal
Regular Army in Aden — were interested in
buying the painting But, could the Royals
be turned into Arabs? If so, they would buy.

David readily obliged. British trousers
were cut to shorts. Land Rover registration
numbers were changed. Troops took on a
deeper hue and donned Arab head-dress.
Accepted, the painting hung for several
years in the Arab officers’ mess.

In 1967, three weeks before the British
pull-out from Aden, a senior British officer
phoned David and suggested that the pic-
‘ture should be ‘acquired’ and brought back
to.England, lest the Arabs set fire to the
mess.

“It was a bloody cheek to take back what
did not belong to us”, David now
reminisces, “‘If the Arabs wanted to burn
down their mess it was their business.”

. The painting now hangs somewhere in
Warminster.

“If commissioned now, the same painting
would cost £1500”°, David said in his studio
where he gains atmospheric inspiration from
the stereo output of Mahler and the Beatles.

David takes his artistry in oils to the
highest standards of detail.

“Clearly one must have enthusiasm for
whatever one paints and [ think this
enthusiastic approach to the subject appeals
to the Services. They want, above all, tech-
nical accuracy. Only when they are satisfied
on this count will they look at the subject to
see if it satisfies them as a painting to hang
on the wall. In working to satisfy both these
requirements, I have not only made some of
my greatest friends among Service personnel
but, at the same time, have had some of the
most exciting experiences.”

One of those experiences resulted from a
Ist Bn Green Howards commission to por-
tray what was termed the ‘utter boredom,

filth and greyness’ of an Ardoyne foot pat-
rol.

Escorted by a Parachute Regiment foot
patrol with an Armoured Personnel Carrier,
or ‘pig’, for added ease of operation, David
set about his researches with camera and
sketch pad. He was soon surrounded by 15
“evil-looking” women who tongue-lashed
him with obscene abuse, accusing him of
being with the Special Branch. He politely
told them he was an artist. They persisted
with their theory.

“I lost my temper,” David recalls. “I was
not going to be talked to like that.”

The women could not understand why he
needed such a strong-arm escort.

By now determined to get his picture,
David moved deeper into the Ardoyne, his
camera shutter clicking at will. Three
scruffy men in jaded jeans approached him
and asked him to leave — repeatedly!

“I thought they were just yobbos. I
refused. Threats followed and the Paras
stepped into the rescue. The yobbos turned
out to be the leader of the Ardoyne Provi-
sional IRA, his lieutenant and a man who

continued on page 33

Above: VCP, Forkill. In back of car, unseen
here, an alleged relative of Capt Nairac’s killer.

Below: An Ardoyne foot patrol. White-haired
woman is said to be ‘Dutch’ Docherty’s mother.
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was known to have killed at least three
British soldiers,” said David.

Half-an-hour later he was having a cup of
tea in the Para Regiment Mess feeling
“Queazy”.

David added: “However, it was all worth
it. It had given me an insight into what life is
like in Northern Ireland for the British
Army and had increased my already
unbounded admiration for the troops a
thousandfold. I honestly believe no other
army in the world would do such a job and
do it so well.”

Another anecdote stems from the Army
Air Corps at Middle Wallop, one of his
earliest clients who, when told that a final
painting was ready for collection, blandly
asked: “You don’t want to drive all the way
up here, do you?”

A training exercise was organised and 20
minutes later, after a Scout touched down in
his well-tended grounds, painter and pro-
duct in oils embarked for the VIP luncheon
occasion back at base.

Meanwhile, a couple of generals, an

Below: The crossroads at Oosterbeek. Realism
was helped by faded photos found in an attic.

Above: The Bridge at Arnhem on second day at
5pm with knocked-out German truck beneath it.

admiral and other ‘top brass’ had arrived
from London — by car.

“After lunch and brandy and cigars in the
ante-room my ego was happily inflated when
a junior officer, in earshot of the generals
and the admiral, loudly announced: ‘Your
helicopter is waiting, sir’.

“The aforesaid gentlemen, who were
super chaps, had to go back to London in
their dreary staff cars and there I was with a
helicopter lift,” chuckled David.

One of his biggest challenges, he says, was
to paint the battle of Arnhem. He has
painted two large detailed canvasses of this
tragic operation and, in the cause of realistic
research, went on two organised annual
pilgrimages there.

“The whole town has left a very vivid
impression on me. After the tremendous
amount of research I have undertaken, I
almost feel as if I had been at the bridgehead
myself in 1944, he says.

His first painting of the actual bridge,
portrayed the precise moment of 5 pm on
the second day when the 2nd Battalion, the

Parachute Regiment, were defending the
ramparts of the bridge. There was house-
to-house fighting across and under the
approaches.

At exactly 1700 hours an RAF Mosquito
flew over the bridge at 3000 feet just as
a German column of trucks and tanks
were crossing over it. The column was
consequently ‘brewed up’ by the waiting
Paras.

“We enlarged the photograph taken by
the Mosquito and an amazing amount of
detail came to light that had perhaps not
been previously deciphered,” said David.
“What had just been a blur, for example,
turned out to be a knocked-out German
truck below the bridge. Through a magnify-
ing glass we saw the driver was hanging dead
from the cab, head on the ground and feet
still trapped inside. So all of this detail went
into the finished picture.”

His second painting of Arnhem was ‘The
Cauldron’ — the carnage at the crossroads in
the nearby village of Oosterbeek. The Har-
testein Hotel was the final perimeter into
which the British were forced in the last
stages of the battle.

A German half-track, flying a white flag,
approached. The senior German officer
came up to General ‘Shan’ Hackett and a
deal was struck. The wounded would be
moved out and the war continued after-
wards.

“It was, I suppose, one of the last
moments of chivalry in modern warfare, and
it was a great honour for me to record this
scene,” says David.

Some faded photographs, dusted off from
their forgotten haven in a Dutch lady’s attic
and taken by her husband who had literally
walked out into the middle of the battle to
take pictures with his box Brownie, gave
David the vital accuracy he so desperately
needed for that scene at Qosterbeek.

The prints showed the lamp standards
and tram-cable pylons — all long gone —
and an old car.

David affirms: “I believe you have got to
get the detail correct. I simply pour film out
of the camera on to potential painting sub-
jects. I spend a lot of time in research,
preferring to take my own pictures. I read
military histories, too, with the help of
pencil marks in the margins of passages of
particular interest made by the people com-
missioning the paintings.”

He turns down, incidentally, five out of
every six commissions.

David added about Arnhem: “Those two
places are the most evocative places for me.
They are still finding bodies as they dig for
gas mains. Every beech tree is dead and
riddled with shellbursts from the pasting the
place got. Personally I'm a coward. I don’t
like blood and guts and all that shooting but
I’'ve had some fabulous times with the
Army.”

One of those memorable times which
thoroughly disproves the cowardice self-
assessment happened in Aden at a heavily
guarded, sand-bagged house, a veritable
checkpoint fortress.

David — “my professionalism tends to
get the better of me” — wanted a grand-
stand view and stood up on the emplace-
ment in full view.

The CO of the Ist Bn, Parachute Regi-
ment of the time, yelled: “I wish to God that
bloody artist would get his bloody head
down. He’s going to get it blown off!” @
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CYPRUS

A £200,000 SCHEME to provide hot water
for all the barracks and messes in Cyprus
will pay for itself in five years by the savings
it will make on existing electric and oil fired
heating. The new system uses a natural
resource which exists in abundance in Cyp-
rus — sunshine.

The solar heating plan for the barracks
and messes has already been approved and
was due to have been carried out this winter
in order to start operation next summer.
But, due to the spending moratorium, the
start has been delayed.

The question of solar heating for Cyprus
has been under study for some time — many
civilian properties on the island already have
systems. Trial installations have been
erected on married quarters at both Epis-
kopi and Dhekelia and proved its worth.

But the main difficulty about putting a
system into married quarters is that the
beneficiaries would be the occupants rather
than the taxpayers. The financial watchdogs
feel that the occupant, who will be saving on
fuel bills, should make some sort of con-
tribution to offset the capital costs. And,
until a solution is found to this, a scheme for
quarters is unlikely to get the green light.

- But with still rising fuel prices the PSA in
Cyprus produced some figures which
showed that capital cost could be recovered
in savings in about five years. And the
scheme for hot water for messes and bar-
racks would directly benefit the taxpayer.

Existing systems will be retained as a
back-up for the rare overcast day between
May and October and also for use in the
Cyprus winter. But solar heating systems in
Cyprus have other advantages over those in
UK besides that of more sunlight.

Corrosion problems are not the same as at
home and there will be no need to fill the
pipes of the solar panel with anti-freeze
during the winter.

Major Derrick Tims, a Royal Engineers
officer working for the PSA as part of the
solar heating team, says that the price of fuel
has risen by 60 per cent since the team
produced its statistics while the price of
solar panels has remained stationary due to
increased production and competition.

So the savings will be even more than
when the scheme was first put forward.
Estimated cash savings per vear for just the
barracks and messes were then worked out
at £35,000. If the scheme was extended to

Sunny days to light

Above: Harry Thompson with experimental unit.
Below: In situ — panels and water storage tank.
married quarters there would be an even
bigger saving — equal to 7346 megawatts of

electricity annually or about £150,000.
Added to the other fuel economies which
are being implemented by PSA in Cyprus
3 S '5%;‘4{ - G 7

up Treasury hearts'
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(an estimated saving of £100,000 during th

current financial year) the team are confi-
dent that when the sun shines on the two
sovereign base areas in future it will bring
pleasure to the custodians of the nation’s
purse back in England as well as to our
Servicemen and their families on the island.
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Above: John Augar with Hamelin’s other
celebrated persuader, the Pied Piper.
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Below: With Oberburgermeister at Freedom

Parade — a British tradition transplanted.

An outstanding
feature of last
year’'s massive
Exercise
Spearpoint was
the co-operation
of local German
civilians — a
triumph for

our Services
Liaison Officers
who skilfully
smoothed the
way. Graham
Smith went to
meet one of them
and find out more
about his difficult
and delicate role .

HAMELIN'S

FRIENDLY

PERSUADER

JOHN AUGAR, the Army’s ‘Mr Fixit’ in
Hamelin, is probably the third best-known
personality in the 60,000-strong West Ger-
man town — after its Oberburgermeister
and its traditional Pied Piper, that is.

Not a bad claim to fame for this 52-year-
old Services’ Liaison Officer who once
arranged for two Freedom of the City cere-
monies for the British military within ten
months on his ‘patch’ and, on a less formal
and speedier occasion, had the seat of his
trousers torn out by a deliberately unleashed
snarling German shepherd dog!

Services’ Liaison Officer in Hamelin since
1974, John is one of a dozen such men
within BAOR whose terms of day-to-day
reference are varied but clear cut.

These include negotiating with local
German authorities about the provision of
training areas, exercise rights, accommoda-
tion and other associated matters; ensuring
that the authorities provide the Forces with*
the support and facilities they require ‘to
carry out their military mission’; making
sure that the Forces, for their part, under-
stand their ‘obligation to pay due regard to
German interests’; giving advice on protocol
matters, discipline, sporting activities, PR
and press liaison; and encouraging Anglo-
German relations.

Seven of the hard-worked SLOs are
located in North Rhine Westphalia, the rest
in Lower Saxony where John’s particular
‘parish’ extends over seven counties — an
area about the size of East Anglia — and

continued on page 38
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Above: Discussing beet daage ith farme.

through which, each year, he motors about
15,000 miles on his differing quests.

His area of defined responsibility lies
south of Hanover, takes in most of the Harz
Mountains, a lot of the River Weser and the
Lower Saxony area encroaching on the
fenced IGB (Inner German Border).

Exercise Spearpoint raged partly in his
area as part of Crusader 80, the biggest and
best troop manoeuvres seen since the last
war. And not a single complaint was filed by
his ‘parishioners’.

“Germans show restrained understand-
ing. They know it’s not a game,” says John.
“Our fundamental role here is a serious one
and we, the SLOs, are not here primarily to
promote international brotherhood. But
exercising is important and many of our
civilian counterparts can know little about
it.”

In the run-up months to the advent of
Crusader and its active scenario on the fer-
tile, North German Plain, John spent most
of his time in what he terms as a “deter-
mined information campaign’” in Hamelin
and all across his area which became a nodal
point in the whole exercise.

“I set out particularly to spread the word
to all and sundry, explaining to them what
would happen. It’s the element of surprise
that the general public does not like. The
fury generated is as much by surprise as by
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noise. If people are told what is going to
happen then they feel involved. It certainly
had the desired effect on this town. Not one
single complaint was received.”

A special private briefing on Spearpoint
was held in Hamelin HQ and given by its
Garrison Commander, Brigadier David
Swinburn, to the Mayor, his Town Clerk
and the head of the Office of Public
Order(Ordnungsamt).

In 1979 a total of 287 exercises were held
in four of John’s seven counties. In the six
years he has been in post, John has been
attached to a dozen field training exercises.

Life for the SLO, though, is no bed of
roses. It is more likely to be centred in a
muddy field of beet or potatoes.

“On exercise, some of the farmers are not
over-pleased about the damage prospects.
They will try to keep us off their land by
blocking tracks or waving shotguns about,”
he recalls. “That is where the SLO comes
in. He goes along to persuade them that we
are both on the same side.”

He added: ‘‘For instance, on a 20 Brigade
exercise [ had been called in to ask for access
somewhere. I started discussions with the
displeased farmer who suddenly slipped the
leash of his German shepherd dog. I set off
fairly quickly for my waiting ‘1800’ staff car
but not quick enough. The dog tore the seat
of my trousers. I’ve not covered 100 metres
in 10.2 seconds since!”

Yet there are people who happily co-

operate with British troops on exercise. Like
the forester who loaned the use of standing
timber. ..so that a troop of 54-ton Chief-
tains could crash through it as part of a test.

Another forester also obliged. An
engineer group from the UK needed to
practise route denial techniques which
meant blowing down trees. It was explained
to the forester that this would be followed by
a route clearance exercise and he was all the
happier when the troop left . . . bequeathing
him a neatly-stacked pile of timber.

In both instances, John had concluded the
arrangements in his role of SLO.

He said: “It never ceases to amaze me
what the Germans allow us to do on their
private land. The British soldier is, in most
cases, bloody marvellous. He’ll help an old
lady on a farm, for example, to unblock the
upstairs loo. Quite a difference from the
popular, perverted view of the brutal, licen-
tious soldiery. Behaviour of the British
troops is, in the main, an absolute model.”

Which is more than can be said for some
German farmers, one of whom was person-
ally observed by John to be actively ‘improv-
ing’ on the tracks of a long-gone APC with
his own tractor.

Their gaze suddently met. “He looked
rather embarrassed,” is all John will say.

But he did add, wryly: “We are told there
is a community of German farmers who
would as soon have damage claim money
rather than a harvest.

“I am only interested in the political and
psychological effects of damage and not
concerned with the actual claims. That is a
matter for the Claims Commission. I seem to
have something of a cavalier image. I don’t
creep around the Germans begging — I go
to them with lots of confidence.”

British troops do occasionally cause irrita-
tions, mostly arising from over-zealous pur-
suit of duty with locals being taken into
temporary, if temperamental, custody.

John says of this: “Of course, we all get a
bit security conscious at times and trained
soldiers, especially those who have served in
Northern Ireland, are probably absolutely
right to have their suspicions. Incidents like
this are usually worked out satisfactorily.
But we are not here to criticise, we are here
to make things work.”

The sixth successive SLO in Weser-side
Hamelin, he says: “When I arrived here I
was receiving ten to twelve complaints a
week about the military. This year I've only
had three. I have turned it from a problem
town to one with an atmosphere of a happy
relationship between the military and the
local residents.”

His claims appear to have substance, too,
in the town which still jealously guards its
seven centuries of Pied Piper tradition. (The
present personification of the legend has
held the job for 20 years).

It was a case of calling in ‘Mr Fixit’ when
a motor vessel became wedged for seven
hours on the edge of a weir, an event which
attracted a sizeable bank-side following.
Local sappers, summoned by John, came to
the rescue in a 20-minute operation.

In the Jubilee Year of '77, he persuaded
Hamelin’s civic elders to grant the Freedom
of the Town to the Corps of Royal
Engineers. Such a ceremony is not a German
tradition.

“I had to explain about Cromwell and our
Civil War,” John outlined. ‘I pointed out
that this has become an honour and symbol
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of friendship in England. There are a great
number of German people who envy British
tradition. The Freedom was granted. I
arranged another on similar lines for the
British Military Hospital at Rinteln — my
second in ten months,”

John’s office is situated in Bindon Bar-
racks, built in 1897, and current home of 28
Amphibious Engineer Regiment.

The office ‘equipment’ that he takes out
into the field comprises an elderly black
attaché case — ‘acquired’ from a former
Civil Service employment — and a folding,
two-piece battle board for exercise purposes.
Sixty per cent of his negotiating is done in
German.

“I'm nobody’s Heine or Schiller but I
know enough German to do my job,” he
cracks modestly, having at one time studied
the language for six years.

Another part of his various duties
involves the serving of legal documents on
members of the British Forces such as court
payments reminders, court orders, sum-
monses, distress warrants and the like.

Of this he points out: “I am not a lawyer
but I can very often help a fellow who has
had a brush with the local law. I can tell him
what to do.”

Civically, Oberburgermeister Dr Walter
Dieter Kock, in his modern Mayor’s par-
lour, put his point of view. “Citizens and
organisations in Hamelin are always ready to
approach the SLO if they have questions or
problems. Herr Augar is indispensable.”

John, joined the TAVR on leaving the
Army and retired as a lieutenant-colonel in
1977. His last TA appointment was leading
the Movement Control Liaison Team with
the German Army at German Territorial
Command North which involved participa-
tion in exercises like WINTEX.

He has chosen to make some study of
forestry and agriculture locally. “A little
apparent expertise goes a long way in
negotiating exercises and dealing with dif-
ficulties such as farmers and foresters. The
ability to make simple differentiation be-

tween fields of young winter barley and .
wheat and pasture can be convincing, even.
- more so, the ability to tell pine from larch

from fir from spruce,” he says.

Of the job, he observes s could be
described as lonely by some. Although one
of a dozen SLOs within a management
structure, it is far flung. There is very often
no chance to consult or refer as problems
tend to occur away from office and com-
munications. Seat of the pants decisions are
needed — and they have to be right!”

He realises, too, that potential for misin-
terpretation is enormous. John had apolog-
ised for a minor error and a furious farmer
had quoted him to the local press as having
apologised ‘in the name of Her Majesty the
Queen.’

A frank and affable man who once was a
Second Secretary at the British High Com-
mission in Delhi, John, said: “I have
resisted the temptation to identify too
closely with the German people. 110 per
cent British-ness is also part of stock in
trade. I believe it to be a mistake for people
in my job to attempt to become ‘German’.

“Lovalty to British Forces interests is
paramount and one must be seen to be
British. Attempts to appear German, even
though they may be well intentioned, sel-
dom come off and can be self defeating. But

Ahove A knowledge of ﬁ)restry is a great ltelp

I love the job, I am totally dedicated and get
enormous job satisfaction.”

Even so, he does manage to get away from
it all now and again — usually by game
hunting and playing the organ.

He is a qualified Hunting Instructor and
Examiner with the American Forces in
Germany.

“German ghooting is not a sport — it’s a
science,” he explains. “It involves long
courses’ which include the history of hunt-
ing, its laws, recognition and classification
of game, animal diseases, dog training and
bird-spotting.”

The US Army in Europe (USAREUR)
allows members of the American Associa-
tion of Gun Clubs to attend residential
courses and lectures at Berchtesgarten, the
former ‘Eagles Nest’ of war-time fame.

But John aims to retire to a small Cam-
bridgeshire village where he has a family
home with a half-acre attached.

Like another well-known Hamelin figure,
he does, it appears, want to leave on a
musical note. “I have a vague wish to teach
the organ in retirement,” he grinned. @

These two pictures look alike but
they differ in ten details. Look at
them carefully. If you cannot spot
the differences turn to page 51.
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THE BERKSHIRE
YEOMANRY

THIS SMALL MUSEUM has been set up
in a room in the Berkshire Yeomanry head-
quarters on the edge of Windsor Great Park.
Some of the exhibits go back to the 18th
century, among them a commission dated
1798 signed by George III. Quaintly
worded, it was granted to William Payne to
serve without pay in a troop of cavalry for
the protection of Maidenhead “in case of
any emergency . . . but not to take rank in
our army.” A thick leather-bound notebook
relating to the Hungerford Cavalry bearing
the date 1790 and two ink-written muster
rolls of 1831 and 1837 also attract attention.

Uniforms are varied, among them a Berk-
shire Yeomanry officer’s frock coat (1880)
and a colonel’s full dress jacket, black trous-
ers with red piping, silver epaulettes and
boots (1911). Other items of dress worth
noting are a walking out cape of 1880, a
riding cloak (1900), a soldier’s shell jacket,
an officer’s full dress tunic, a mess jacket
and a pair of Wellington boots — all of 1853.

Headgear is fairly varied and includes an
officer’s pill-box hat and side cap, a khaki
SD cap with badge as worn between 1908
and 1939, an officer’s forage cap of 1936, a
field officer’s cap, a good selection of caps
from 1918 to the present day and a hand-
some white-plumed black helmet. A sword
belt with silver and red sling, a mid-19th
century shabraque, an undress sabretache
and a guidon crossbelt are representative of
a small collection of sword and sabre acces-
SOries.

Two 1850 kettle drums coloured bright
blue and in splendid condition and a brass
trumpet used by the Berkshire Yeomanry in
the Great War are complemented by a varied
array of silver and a few examples of crested
mess plates and glassware.

A useful record of the part played by the
regiment in World War One is set out in a
collection of magazines, price threepence,

Above: Berkshire & Westminster Dragoons col-
lar badge.

each entitled Berkshire and the War. Other
exhibits include Royal Artillery and Berk-
shire Yeomanry badges carved in wood and
a selection of 1900-08 buttons as well as a tin
of ‘The Soldier’s Friend’ button polish of
First World War vintage, a die seal of 1908
and a carrier pigeon message case.

Reminders of the fighting in Palestine are
a tespic, or prayer beads, taken from a
Turkish soldier’s kit bag, a Turkish shell
fuse and a propaganda leaflet dropped over
Turkish lines extolling the good conditions
enjoyed-by prisoners in a camp near Cairo.

Moving on to World War Two, a well
preserved silk escape map issued to British
forces in Malaya, a Japanese sword and a
Japanese flag taken from a building in Ipoh
by the Berkshire Yeomanry in 1945 are
typical of a group of exhibits from this
period.

A pair of dress spurs, gauntlets, a full
dress sword belt of the last century, brass
spurs of the same period and a Berkshire
and Westminster Dragoons stable belt are
typical of another cluster of miscellaneous
items. Finally, there are two rather strange
mementoes in the form of a pair of fish
knives bought in France in 1918 with hand-
les fashioned from rifle bullets.

John Jesse
Curator: Major ] W Isaacs
Address: Berkshire Yeomanry
Museum,
TA Centre, Bolton Road,
Windsor
Telephone: Windsor 60600
Open: By appointment between
0900 to 1230
and 1330 to 1630
Closed: Weekends and public

holidays.

Next month: The Staff College
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One glance tells you that this
matchless elegance can only be Omega.
Yet it can be yours on interest-free
credit from Prestons — and what's
more Prestons can supply it at only
£125, an exclusive saving of £70 on the
list price of £195!

This elegant watch in stainless steel has all the
tasteful restraint of classic design. The simplest of faces
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If you live anywhere north of Watford Gap,
driving home from the Channel Ports can be a
shattering experience.

Especially with a family in tow.

Which is why we suggest you take the
easy way out: Sail with North Sea Ferries from
Rotterdam (Europoort) or Zeebrugge to Hull.

On a North Sea Ferries ship you'll find
everything you need to keep you, your wifeand
your children happy.

There are bars, lounges, duty-free shops,
a dance floor and colour television. As well as
comfortable cabins where you can get a good
night’s sleep.

Andaslap-updinner, morningteaand full
breakfast are included in the fare.

Speaking of the fare, it's very fair. We give
concessional rates on Continental fares only,
to all servicemen and their families stationed
on the Continent.

In fact, when it comes to looking after your
army, we're the professionals.

For further details, write to: North Sea
Ferries, Dept. SOL Beneluxhaven, Europoort,
Postbus 1123, 3180 AC Rozenberg, Holland

| or your Continental travel agent.

IF YOU'RE GOING

HOME ON LEAVE,

WE'LLTAKE CARE
OF YOU ARMY.
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A P&0./Nedlloyd Joint Venture.
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Meet Rifleman Ramsford Smith

THE ARMY'S
BODY BEAUTIFUL

DRESSED IN HIS COMBAT CLOTHES
Ramsford Smith is just an ordinary looking
bloke. He stands only 5ft 6ins in his Army
socks weighs 11stone Slbs and is a rifleman
with the 3rd Battalion, The Light Infantry.

But in the evenings, when his day’s sol-
diering in Cyprus is done, Ramsford heads
for a local gymnasium in Cyprus where he
carries out the strenuous training which has
just won him the British national under-21
title in competitions organised by the Inter-
national Body Builders’ Union.

Ramsford, known as ‘Randy’ to his 3LI
mates, comes from Wolverhampton and has
been in the Army for two years. He began
bodybuilding a few months before he joined
up and in the last 18 months has notched up
titles galore — West Midlands, Yorkshire,
northern and national under-18 — before
his latest triumph against 12 other beefcakes
in the Floral Pavilion at New Brighton.

His battalion are pretty proud of his
achievements — but soldiering always has to
come first and Ramsford has had to pay his
own fare back to Britain on occasions so that
he can compete.

“I’'m one of the lucky people in body-
building in that I don’t have to drink extra
milk or eat extra steak — which would be
difficult in the Army,” he says. I just cram

in what food I can.”

Five nights a week he cadges a lift down
into Limassol where he gives himself an
exacting workout of weightlifting and exer-
cises. He could use the battalion’s ewn
gymnasium but doesn’t.

“I’d rather be with other bodybuilders
such as the local ones in Limassol. You lose
your concentration in training when people
keep walking in and out of the gym.

“] really train myself hard. I have to graft
much more than those back in England in
ordinary nine-to-five jobs.”

Bodybuilding competitors always appear
before the judges without the glistening
sheen which is regarded as the hallmark of
the sport. They then put on their posing
trunks and after oiling up (Ramsford uses
ordinary baby oil), pose for the audience.

As an amateur, Ramsford Smith admits
that the rewards for his unusual hobby are
confined to trophies and fame. Next year he
has a number of options open to him — to
defend his title, to move up to the senior or
‘Mr’ class or to take part in a new interna-
tional under-21 competition.

Whatever he decides, those ‘in the know’
predict a great future in the bodybuilding
world for the quietly spoken, reggae-loving
rifleman with the pocket Atlas physique.
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‘Men of The Hills’ (Band of the Brigade of
Gurkhas; Bugles of 1st Bn 2nd King Edward
VII's Own Goorkhas) (Conductor: Major HC R
Bently; Bugle Major; Damarbahadur Gurung)
It never ceases to amaze me, as a musician, how
African, Indian, and other Eastern races manage
to imitate, and often emulate, the Europeans at
their own game. I wonder how we would cope
with an Indian raga or a Nepalese folk song. Here
these charming men place themselves, in the
words of one of their songs, firmly in the temple
of my heart — captivated, charmed, and a devotee
for ever. The record is a marvel, representing as it
does all that has been best (and there has been a
tragic amount of worst) in the influences the
colonial British have had on remote cultures. It is
the record which has given me most pleasure in
my exactly ten years of SOLDIER reviews. I had
wondered how to celebrate my decade; to ask the
Editor for a dinner, or perhaps a free supply of
vitriol? No, I’ll settle for the return of this disc
after his staff have photographed the sleeve.
Damn me if the Little Men don’t give six
wonderful songs, nearly all composed by the
brothers Rai who belong to the band, then give us
all a salutary lesson in how to play European bugle
marches — in tune, restrained, precise and,
unkindest cut of all Abide With Me and Last Post

Choice
of the
Armies
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World
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as if the Hindu gods had died on a cross in deepest
Down Ampney. I always did think it a mistake to
teach the Aussies cricket.

The bugle marches are Men of the Hills
(Bently), Little Bugler (Duthoit), Sambre et Meuse,
Secunderabad (McKenna), Silver Bugles (Neville),
plus Moorhouse’s High on a Hill and Grundman’s

March Winds. The songs with guitar, flute, tabala, _

madala, tom tom and tambourine accompaniment
bear intriguing titles like Shirt on my chest and
sickle at my waist, Total Ruin (a cautionary tale’
about drink and gambling), In the temple of my
heart, and Listen my sweetheart.

From Major Bently, ¢/o 1/2 Gurkha Rifles,
Queen Elizabeth Barracks, Church Crookham
Hants £3.99 RB

‘Cabar Feidh’ (Pipes and Drums of 1st Battalion
Queen’s Own Highlanders) (Pipe Major Iain M
Morrison; Drum Major ] Finnie) (EMI Waverley
GLN 1018)

1 have admitted many times to ignorance of the
finer points of piping and the mystique involved
in its practice. These I am not concerned with,
and I confine my criticism, as always, to the
unimaginative and indeed boring sameness of
sound on the pipes and drums records I receive.

No-one seems to have considered the listener.
In the name of tradition and ‘correctness’ (I
presume) all thought of varying the mood, style,
tempo and volume within one item are eschewed.
In recent years the combination of pipes and
military band has proved how unnecessary are the
grunts and groans, whines and whimpers once
associated with the bagpipe, so why can’t they go
a step further and produce ritards and
accelerandi, diminuendo and crescendo techni-
ques, pianissimo and fortissimo? All can be
achieved by a pipe band. Methinks the Scots have
got away with it too long in this age of showbiz. Is
the bagpipe a sacred cow that cannot go the way of
trumpet, guitar and drum?

If you can raise even a feeble highland yelp,
without the aid of a tumbler of the hard stuff, over
this collection of marches, reels hornpipes, jigs
and strathspeys then you're an aficionado for
sure.

All beautifully played no doubt, but monoton-
ous mon, Monotonous. RB

‘Massed Bands Spectacular’ on Horse Guards
Parade 1980 (Director of Music: Major § W
Patch) (DR 24) (DR Orchestral & Recording
Services, 36 Garrick Gdns, W Molesey, Surrey).
The massed bands in question are all from the
Royal Regiment of Artillery and include the pre-
mier band from Woolwich, the Mounted, the
Alanbrooke, Junior Musicians Troop, Junior
Leaders, South Notts Hussars Yeomanry (RHA),
and the Lancashire Artillery Volunteers, with
support from the ubiquitous King’s Troop RHA.

This is a studio recording of the occasion in
June when it was the Gunners’ turn to make use
of the stands erected for the Queen’s Birthday
Parade, always in the evening on three consecu-
tive days and in the form of a one-hour Beating
Retreat. After many years of such events there
isn’t much one can do in the way of new material,
nor is it really needed, for audiences grow year by

year for re-hashes of the same old war horses
played at varyving speeds — Gunners slow, Guards
medium, Light Division fast.

Major Patch, in spite of the limitations, has put
together a very fine selection of music beautifully
played and recorded, which can be accepted as a

DS G tha FEOVAL REGRAENT of ARTRLERSY

normal programme if you except the /812 Over-
ture and of course Sunset, more or less obligatory
on these occasions. Cockney Cocktail is the sort of
medley that goes down well with the tourist
element, and another medley Parade of the
Nations is obviously aimed in the same direction.
The theme from Guns of Navarone, Trumper Pre-
lude, Rimsky Korsakov’s fine Procession of the
Nobles, Beethoven’s Ode to Foy, Henry Mancini’s
Swing March and Verdi’s Slaves Chorus stand
cheek by jowl with no apparent unease, while a
‘Selection of Regimental Marches, Canters and
Trots’” serves as incidental music for the King's
Troop display.

Not to be passed over as just another tattoo
disc. No effects, no guns, no crowd noises, merely
a good programme well played.

From RA Band, Woolwich, SE18, £3.99 plus
p&p. RB

‘On the March’ (Band of the Black Watch Royal
Highland Regiment) (Conductor: Bandmaster N
M Rogerson) (DR 22)

The sleeve notes promise that this is the first disc
in an anthology of some of the world’s finest
marches. And about time too. Now that a few
small and ambitious companies are making head-
way they should realize that the ‘anthology’ is
what it’s all about, for collectors will always
collect, and if a few favourites are included in each
volume then the casual buyer is attracted. And
having found, say, volume six in a shop how
much more likely that the buyer will want the
other five and any that follow.

Volume one has just about the right balance as
starters, but may we hope that by volume four-
teen we shall get the full flood of great European
marches almost unknown to the general public
here. Haydn and Beethoven both wrote fine
examples; then there are trumpet marches, bugle
marches, troops, funeral marches, drum and fife
marches — for all of which we have just the bands
to give them correct and characteristic perfor-
mance. It’s the conductors I'm worried about. A
march needs as much characterisation as does a
Mozart symphony, and Mr Rogerson and his
band do a fine job of it here. Even so a march like
National Emblem needs more characterisation still,
with its first section (pomp and circumstance),
second edition (exaggerated dynamics and know-
ing wink), and the glorious trio tune all outrage-
ous oompah.

Scottish Emblem (Ellis); Our Director (Bigelow);
My Regiment (Blankenburg); HM Folles; Great
Little Army (Alford); Steadfast and True (Teike);
Imperial Echos (Safroni); National Emblem (Bag-
ley); Gardes du Corps (Hall); Baverischer Defilier-
marsch (Scherzer); The Contemptibles (Stanley);
Sarafand (Willcocks); Stars and Stripes for Ever
(Sousa).
,’From Black Watch, BFPO 106. £3.99 plus p&p.
RB
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Call-up story

‘Called Up — A National Service
Scrapbook’ (George Forty)

Fall in the middle-aged, for a touch of
nostalgia.

Colonel Forty has put together a
picture book of life in the Army be-
tween 1948 and 1963 full of memories
for those who served in those days,
whether as conscripts or regulars.
Here are call-up day and short-back-
and-sides, bartledress, bull, bed-
spaces, passing-out parades, trade
training, exercises, NAAFI, Sandes
Homes, sport, troopships and over-
seas postings — Malaya, Cyprus,
Aden, Korea, Germany among others
— and, of course, demob. About the
only thing missing that springs to
mind is the week-end roadside line-up
of young National Servicemen trying
to hitch a lift home to Mum.

They are good pictures, many from
the files of SOLDIER, and they recall
a period almost unparalleled in the
Army’s history, when there was con-
scription in peace-time (the only other
time was the few months before
World War Two when the very first
men to be called up in peace-time
were known as Militiamen).

National Service was fraught with
difficulties, but it can now be looked
back upon with pride, both by the
Army and by the young men who
served before returning to civilian
life. Not all were lucky enough to do
that. In rthe trouble-spots of the
period, Colonel Forty recalls, 395
were killed in action — “too young to
vote but old enough to kill and be
killed”.

Ian Allan, Shepperton, TW17 8AS,
£8.95 RLE

In the war zone

‘The Thirty Years War (Herbert
Langer)
The British part in the Thirty Years
War, which brought devastation to
Germany between 1618 and 1648, was
small. For all that, one aspect of it
features in the first sentence of Profes-
sor Langer’s introduction: It was said
that English troops, appearing in
Europe in 1619-20, brought with
them the custom of smoking Ameri-
can tobacco, which spread irresistibly
throughout war-torn Central Europe.
His is rather that kind of book, not
a history of campaigns but a survey of
life in the war zone along with an
account of progress in science, the arts
and politics. The author, Czech-born
and now a professor in an East Ger-
man university, takes a swipe or two
at “bourgeois historians” for their
view of the “national poverty” of
Germany (which he does not define)
and for calling the Thirty Years a
religious war. One contradiction of
the latter was the 20-vear alliance
between Catholic France and the Pro-
testant Netherlands and Sweden. He
is all for the peasants in their ordeals,
and all against the soldier whom he
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accuses of more assaults on the peas-
ants than on the enemy.

One remarkable figure to emerge
from the war was Wallenstein, to
whose rise and fall the author rightly
gives considerable attention. He
raised and financed regiments, got his
emperor into his debt, became
commander-in-chief of all the troops
of the Holy Roman Empire, and col-
lected vast estates along with titles and
rights of taxation and coin minting.
Besides being such a man of business,
he was a brilliant commander, though
he was finally beaten at Lutzen by
another genius, King Gustavus
Adolphus of Sweden.

This book is noteworthy for its
illustrations, well selected, excellently

“ reproduced and of great interest.

~Blandford, Robert Rogers House, New
Orchard, Poole, BHI5 ILU,
£19.95 RLE

Good calibre

‘Military Small Arms Ammunition of
the World, 1945-1980° (P Labbert)
At last a book dealing with the many
different types and calibres of small
arms ammunition. Books on rifles,
pistols, submachine-guns and
machine-guns usually include refer-
ences to the relevant ammunition, but
this is claimed to be the first volume
dealing exclusively with small arms
ammunition, its origin and develop-
ment. There is a country-by-country
register of producers and users, and
details of packaging and code marks.
This volume, which is right up to
date, is well illustrated and should be
a useful reference book for all firearms
enthusiasts.

Arms & Armour Press, 2-6 Hampstead
High Street, London NW3 1Q0Q,
£8.95 GRH

New perspective

‘Atlas of Military Strategy 1618-1878
(David Chandler)
David Chandler is no newcomer to the
study of nineteenth century military
history, and in this his latest work he
attempts to put “‘the era of ‘horse and
musket’ warfare into a new perspec-
tive”’, This is something of a mam-
moth task, since the period
1618-1878 includes some of the most
famous conflicts in world history, the
Napoleonic Wars and American Civil
War amongst them, and saw the ‘art’
of war develop from the days of horse
and pike to the threshold of modern
bartle. The pendulum swung full
circle, from the near-total wars of
religion during the seventeenth cen-
tury, to the more limited conflicts of
the eighteenth century, and back
again to the multi-national slogging
matches in the aftermath of the
French Revolution. Empires rose and
fell. The power of Islamic Turkey was
checked and then declined, while
Russia stretched into Europe, and
Britain and France into the Third
World. One of today’s greatest pow-
ers, America, was born after a bloody
struggle for independence and turned
in on itself before attaining maturity.
To cover such a vast panorama,
Mr Chandler has adopted an atlas
approach, considering each area
chronologically. The causes and
course of each campaign are described

in concise but telling resumés, and the
principal campaigns and major battles
are shown in map form. There are
over two*hundred maps in all and,
considering the complexity of some of
the actions they represent, they are
commendably clear and easy to fol-
low. As the great commanders of the
period appear on the scene — Marl-
borough, Frederick the Great,
Napoleon, Wellington, Lee Grant —
so their military capabilities and con-
tributions are assessed. Innovations in
tactics, organisation or technical
improvements in weaponry are also
considered diagramatically, so that,
for example, the advantages of the
Gribeauval Artilleryv System are
clearly set out before we start into the
Napoleonic Wars. In addition to the
maps, there are some attractive
black-and-white illustrations which
further serve to enhance the text.

Arms and Armour Press, Lionel
Leventhal Limited, 26 Hampstead
High Street, London NW3 10Q,
£16.50 K

Atlas of
Military
Strategy

ry nd

19-day drama

‘On the Banks of the Suez’ (Avraham
(Bren) Adan)

A highly interesting account of the
Yom Kippur War, written by one of
the Israeli generals commanding an
armoured division on the Southern
Front. His division helped to hold the
Egyptian enemy when Israel was
taken by surprise, then fought
towards the canal and subsequently
on both banks from north to south
until an armistice was imposed. By
then the 3rd Egyptian Army was
encircled. The 19 days of fighting,
against an enemy three times as
strong, is related with dramatic effect,
with full understanding of military
strategy and tactics, and with day to
day knowledge of the orders issued,
the movement of troops, their
achievements and frustrations, their
courage and morale.

There were disagreements among
generals, delay in mobilisation, con-
gestion on the lines of advance, a vast
horde to overcome and more casual-
ties and reverses than in previous con-
flicts. The close contact that ‘Bren’
Adan had with his troops and the
intimacies so natural in a small force,
indeed in a small nation of close-knit
people, enabled the author to produce
a volume that not only closely follows
the war through, but also produces
pen pictures of individuals of all ranks
and reminiscences of earlier conflicts.

General Adan also illustrates how
modern surface-to-air missiles inhi-
bited the air force and how the
increasingly effective armoury of
anti-tank weapons is capable of cur-
tailing the mobility of armour. He still

has great faith in the tank but believes
its future success will depend upon
reduction in weight and size and even
in the possibility of moving it tacti-
cally by helicopter.

Arms & Armour Press, 2-6 Hampstead
High Street, London NW3 100,
£9.95 GRH

Vast research

‘The Almanac of World Military
Power’ (Colonel T N Dupuy)

This is the fourth edition of Colonel
Dupuy’s Almanac of World Military
Power, and it remains the most com-
prehensive analysis of the military
capabilities of every significant nation
in the world today available to the
general reader. Colonel Dupuy takes
us through the world region by reg-
ion, giving us break-downs of the
military geography, strategic signifi-
cance and regional alliances of each
area; these are then further broken
down into highly detailed surveys of
the military potential of individual
countries.

The extent of the author’s research
is phenomenal — thirty-five new
countries have been added to the list
since the last edition alone, and the
essays on many of the older nations,
including the People’s Republic of
China, have been completely re-
written so as to provide the most up to
date analysis. Each country is
mapped, and its national statistics
offered — everything from total popu-
lation to the personnel, organisation,
major equipment and reserves of the
armed forces, from fuel production
and power output to defense structure
and politico-military policy.

Some of the entries are quaint. The
King of Swaziland, for example, has
4000 traditionally armed Swazi War-
riors at his disposal, while the
Republic of the Gambia has no proper
army at all. Others are simply terrify-
ing; the USSR has approximately
1600 ICBMs, ranging in vields up to
25 megatons. Colonel Dupuy regards
it as following ‘‘a generally expansion-
ist policy”.

A dertailed glossary expands on the
weaponry descriptions in the text, and
there are listings of the wars, revolu-
tions and coups in each area up to and
including the invasion of Afghanis-
tan.

An extraordinarily comprehensive
work, and one which no student of the
balance of power can do without.
Jane’s Publishing Co, Macdonald and
Jane’s Publishing Group Lid, Paulton
House, 8 Shepherdess Walk, London
N1 7LW, £25.00 IJK

Tasty drop

‘A Drop Too Many’ (Major General
Fohn Frost)

A fine book. Written by the one man
whose testimony on the airborne
attack at Arnhem has long been
awaited. John Frost commanded the
2nd Battalion Parachute Regiment
whose job was to take the bridge over
the Rhine and hold it for 24 hours
until the arrival of XXX British
Corps. They never arrived and the
Parachutists, on light scales of
ammunition, equipment and rations,
held on for three days before being
overwhelmed.




There has been much criticism of
Montgomery’s decision to include
Arnhem bridge in his plan and it has
been dramatised as ‘A Bridge Too
Far’. The author has hiw own crit-
cisms of the arrangements but in no
way criticises Monty for his ambiti-
ous plan. The title of this book A
Drop Too Many refers to the men who
were with him surrounded at the
bridge — for them it ended in death
or imprisonment and therefore was
that one drop too many.

Wisely the author has not confined
the book to Arnhem (just to get at the
critics) “but has outlined his own
career from the time of his pre-war
attachment to the Iraq Levies. He
was into parachuting almost from the
start and the evolution of the Ist
Parachute Brigade — especially his
2nd Battalion — reflects the aspira-
tions and the frustrations of this new
type of soldiering. The first para-
chute raid at Bruneval is given in
detail; North Africa, where the 2nd
Batalion fought mostly as infantry,
shows their toughness, ability and
adaptability; Sicily reflects their great
usefulness ‘and also their vulnerabil-
ity when transported by pilots inex-
perienced “ in the airborne infantry
role. There were lessons to be learned
all the way. And at Arnhem, while
the Red. Berets were expert, those
who sent them were still learning.
Cassell Ltd, 35 Red Lion Square, Lon-
don WCIR 485G, £8.95 GRH

Last chapter

“The Devonshire Regiment’ (Lieut Col.
7 K Windeart, OBE)
Here ends the history of the Devon-
shire Regiment; this being a record of
its activities in peace and ‘brush fire’
operations from 1945 to 1958 when it
amalgamated with the Dorsets to
become the Devonshire and Dorset
Regiment. During these last 13
years, after the end of World War
Two, the Ist Barttalion took part in
active operations against the com-
_munist terrorists in Malaya from
1948 to 1950 and against the Mau
Mau in Kenya from 1953 to 1955. It
was also in North Africa from 1952 to
1953 in readiness to safeguard British
lives and property in Egypt when
General Neguib deposed King
Farouk and was later ousted by Col-
onel Nasser. Based on Derna, the
battalion several times sailed to Tob-
ruk to begin the march into Egypt
but was eventually withdrawn with-
out action being required.

Much of the volume is necessarily
of special interest to those who served
in the regiment but there are still
lessons to be learned by serving sol-
diers in the first hand accounts of
engagements and operations that
occupied the Devons during those 13
years.

RHQ, Devonshire and Dorset Regi-
ment, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter, £4.50
plus 50p postage. GRH

Fine

‘Cricketer Militant’ (Gerald Howat)

~ Soldier, cricketer and cleric. A biog-
.raphy — but mainly this book is
about the cricketer. Jack Parsons was
selected to play for Warwickshire

innings
7.

County 1st Eleven in 1910 when, as a
20-year-old, he had scored 200 for
the 2nd Eleven against Worcester-
shire 2nds. In World War One he was
to serve in the ranks with the War-
wickshire Yeomanry in Gallipoli and
then to be commissioned into the
Worcestershire Yeomanry. With
‘them he fought in Palestine where he
won the Military Cross in a daring
cavalry charge from which he was
one of the only two survivors of his
squadron.

Later he transferred to the Indian
Army and in 1923 sailed for England
and became a professional cricketer
for Warwickshire. He several times
just missed being picked for England
and was certainly among the top
players of his day. In 25 years in first
class cricket his batting average was
35.89 and he scored 17,874 runs. His
bowling average was 29.39, his best
year showing 21 wickets for 241 runs,

He was ordained in 1929 but con-
tinued to play and when war came
again in 1939 he became a chaplain in
the Army. As Vicar of Liskeard,
Cornwall in 1946 he had his sword,
together with one captured from a
Turk in the charge in Palestine, con-
verted into a ploughshare. He
ploughed with it and sowed corn.
From the resulting crop, bread was
baked which he uses in a com-
munion service. Jack Parsons never
played for England but at 90 he has
had a long innings as a soldier, crick-
eter and cleric.

North Moreton Press, Didcot, Oxford-
shire OX11 9BA, £5.00 plus 50p post-
age GRH

Militant mice

‘The Charge of the Mouse Brigade’
(Bernard Stone and Tony Ross)

This is a little piece of whimsy in
which a parody of Tennyson is set in
a war between cats and mice. The
publicity claims it is a book for chil-
dren as well as adults, especially
those interested in military history
and models, and the miniature paint-
ings show authentic reproductions of
the army uniforms of the (Crimean)
day. The pictures are very nice, but
whether uniform buffs will be happy
with the miniaturisation, or children
appreciate the authenticity, is doubt-
ful. As for the text, it will need a lot
of explanation to children. Expen-
sive.

Turret Books, 43 Floral St, Covent
Garden, London WC2E 9DW, £2.25
or £15.00 in signed, limited edition with
sheet music for the poem. RLE

Grim chronicle

‘The Soviet War Machme’ (Eduor:
Ray Bonds)

The tremendous military build-up
over the past decade by the Soviet
Union has radically transformed
what was once a continental force
into a military machine of global
capabilities which can effectively
support the foreign policy of the
Kremlin from the Caribbean to
Afghanistan.

Coming at a time of increasing
tension between East and West this
detailed and exhaustive work
examines and evaluates the strength
of the Red Army, Navy and Air
Force. Every significant weapon,
missile, combat aircraft, tank and

warship down to firearms, grenades
and logistic services is carefully ana-
lysed and assessed by experts. Action
photographs, many in full colour,
information charts and tables, illus-
trations of weapons and glimpses of
manoeuvres are supported by an
informative text to make this book at
once a most useful reference and an
awesome chronicle of military might.
In short, it is as it describes itself —
an illustrated encyclopaedia of Soviet
strategy, tactics and weapons.

A chapter on the rise of Soviet
Communism leads to an historic sec-
tion concentrating on the expansion
of the Red Army. This is followed by

surveys of all three services with
weapons, warships and aircraft pic-
tured and described to give a clear
picture of Soviet military strength.
Of particular interest is a fairly
lengthy account of modern Soviet
ground forces followed by a support-
ing chapter on army weaponry.
Strategic rockets and missiles are
also reviewed while a short but none-
the-less comprehensive section deals
with uniforms and badges of rank.
The forces of the Warsaw Pact round
off a work notable for its detailed
observation and overall clarity.
Salamander Books Lid, 27 Oid
Gloucester Street, London WCIN
3AF, £7.95. JFP)

Cook’s tour

‘Chow — A Cook’s Tour of Military
Food’ (Paul Dickson)

The Soya Link, a sausage said to be
stuffed with pork as well as the
unlovely bean, was considered by
British soldiers on whom it was
inflicted in World War Two to be
America’s greatest contribution to
the enemy war effort. Now here is a
book about American service food
with a whole chapter devoted to
“World War II — The Wealth of
Rations” and not a mention of the
Sova Link. Can it be that it is now
classified? To hide America’s shame,
perhaps? Or to conceal development
by the CIA for use in Word War
Three?

A fairly honourable mention in the
World War Two chapter goes to
Spam which, like bully beef,
offended not so much by quality as
by quantity. General Eisenhower
wrote to Spam’s makers after the
war, “I believe I can still officially
forgive you your only sin — sending
us too much of it”".

There are worse horrors than
Spam in this book: Zapped Ham —
irradiated, to make it- keep, and as

served to Apollo space-craft crews;
non-melting butter; tips for casta-
ways — ‘‘two groups of jungle insects
form a nourishing food source, ter-
mites and beetle grubs” and “avoid
polar bear livers, they are poison-
ous”; and the appalling news that
‘serious’ military research-and-
development money is being spent on
mobile burger stands and fast food
lines.

Less gruesome are the lesson from
a Sundae School, hints (from 1900}
on how to buy a good cigar, and the
recipe for the unappetisingly named
slumgullion which turns out to be a
very ordinary meat and vegetable
stew. On the whole, this book is
more entertaining than mouth-
watering.

When nearly 4000 American ser-
vicemen took part in a food prefer-
ence survey of 378 items in 1973 and
1974, top of the favourites were milk,
grilled steak and eggs to order. Bot-
tom were fried parsnips, skimmed
milk and buttermilk. The list con-
tained three non-existent dishes, for
control purposes — “‘Funistrada,”
“Buttered Ermal” and “Braised
Trake” — and all three were in the
running, albeit in the last 50. One
might wonder where Shadow Soup,
that economical dish from the
American Civil War, might have
finished had it been entered. The
recipe goes: “Get a large kettle of
water boiling, hang a chicken so that
its shadow falls on the water, boil the
shadow for 30 minutes, add salt and
pepper and serve.” :
Plume Books, New American Library,
1301 Avenue of the Americas, New
York, NY, 10019, $6.95 RLE

Legendary feats

‘Leopard — The Story of my Horse’
(Colonel Sir Michael Ansell) :
Once started .it is -almost impossible
to put down this delightful story of
Colonek Sir Michael Ansell’s famous
horse, Leopard. It tells how this
great horse, sired by a thoroughbred,
was bought, skinny and underfed,
from a tinker on the road near York
and was trained by the author to
become a show jumper of renown, a
steeplechase winner, a hunter and a
horse of literally quite exceptional
qualities. ‘

Leopard’s jumping feats, often
without bridle or reins, are legendary
and his uncanny understanding of
knowing what was expected of him
placed him in a class of his own.
These are but two of his many attri-
butes all of which are related in a
delightfully simple and unaffected
way. .

Not only is this the story of
Leopard, it is also the story of His
owner, Mike Ansell, who always rode .
him and who was blinded in World
War Two yet has done so much for
Show Jumping as we know it today.
It tells of the wonderful affinity be-
tween horse, rider and groom and, as
Prince Charles writes in his fore-
word: “Not only is this a touching
story of the relationship that can
grow beween a man and his horse,
but it is also a fascinating and nos-
talgic insight into the life of a cavalry
regiment between the two World
Wars.” B
Quartilles International Limited, Cog-
geshall, Essex, £4.95 JFP)
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ZIPPO LIGHTERS

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH
YOUR CREST

The original petrol windproof

lighters. Guaranteed for life or

repaired free of charge. Delivered

duty paid UK or duty free over-
seas.

Minimum engraved order

50

For full details complete the coupon below and send
to:

W A INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD.,
36 HERTFORD ST, LONDON W.1.

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo
lighters engraved with my Regimental Crest.

“ORLEY FARM SCHOOL

South Hill Avenue, Harrow, Middx.
01-422 1525

A preparatory school for boys 7 to 14, 70 boarders live in the main house in

the care of Mr and Mrs Davies and three matrons. The school has recently

enlarged to 270 and added a pre-preparatory department. There are twenty

five acres of playing fields and ample facilities for indoor sport. The school

has an enviable reputation for both academic results and sporting achieve-

ments. A wide range of extra-curricular activities is encouraged.
Prospectus from the Headmaster.
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It has been established for many years and has hundreds of satisfied customers. Fill in and post this
advertisement and we shall be pleased to quote our special terms.
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00 YOU HAVE A FAMILY TO
EDUGATE ?

Do you know that
all ranks may apply
for allowances for
boarding
education?

Children need a stable, secure upbringing. The most successful ones are likely to be
those who are not moved from school to school. Service families get moved about; a
change of school at the wrong age is an educational handicap. Why risk it when ISIS
offers the finest boarding schools in the world and there are service grants for all
ranks to help with the fees?

Why is it a good idea to choose one of our 1,300 schools?
Because: your child stays put whenever you are moved;
continuity is ensured;
there is a caring atmosphere 24 hours a day;
standards are high;

no changes of method between one school and
another;

a child grows up with the same teachers and friends.

Boys and girls can come to our schools from 7 to 18.

QOur schools, both day and boarding, cover the widest ranges of ability. They cater for the needs of all kinds of children.
We can offer the highest academic standards to gifted children, or smaller schools where children with learning
problems — or those who have suffered through frequent changes in school — can be helped.

Most of our boarding schools are geared to the needs of parents abroad or on the move. They will help over travel,
school uniform, escorts and emergencies like dentists in term time; they will advise over the next school, courses for_
senior pupils, colleges, universities and careers.

Education grants go far towards covering the cost and a number of schools offer bursaries or scholarships to help with
the balance if needed.

ISIS helps parents to find independent schools for their children over the whole of the U.K. and there is a regional
director in your area to help with free advice.

For all information please write to National ISIS (Soldier), 26 Caxton Street, London SW1H ORG, or
phone 01-222 0065 or 7353. Please state the area in which you wish to find a school.
Better still, complete the coupon!

To: National I1S1S (Soldier), 26 Caxton St., London SW1H ORG.
Please send me a free handbook and directory of schoels in or near

Name and address (Capitals, please)




Naming medals

I wonder what the views of SOL-
DIER readers are on the subject of
medals, especially unnamed cam-
paign medals of the 1939-45 war.

Unless a Serviceman or woman
was awarded a Gallantry or Long
Service medal there is no possibility
of discovering anything about an
individual or the arm in which they
served. For example, I have a group
of medals (purchased from a second-
hand shop) comprising 39-45 Star,
Africa Star with 8th Army bar, Italy
Star, War and Defence medal plus
what I am told is an unofficial medal
for Dunkirk. They are all apparently
genuine but bear no name. To me
this is a sorry state of affairs because
it is obvious the owner of these med-
als was an old soldier, forgotten —
possibly now dead — with once
treasured medals sold off through
lack of interest. Now, had these been
named with regiment or arm or ser-
vice upon the campaign stars, they
would have found an honoured place
in a museum or private collection, to
remind others that ‘these medals
belonged to a living soul.’

I would encourage any ex-
Serviceman who is the holder of
unnamed medals to set the record
straight right away by having them
named with his regiment, ship,
squadron or whatever.

I hope this letter will encourage
others to air their views on what I

gross p.a.
One-year fixed term

MINIMUM DEPOSIT £100
Send for full details of this
and other deposit accounts

on terms from 7 days

to 5 years.
*/Interest paid half-yearly
Trinity Trust & Savings | .td
Freepost EA 94 (SR)
Eastbourne
East Sussex BN21 1BR
Tel. (0323) 639575

No stamp needed

consider a very important matter that
cannot wait until the last war genera-
tion have passed on and all trace of
their deeds passed with them. — Eric
Williams, Tyn Cwm, Lords Lane,
Bradwell, Gt Yarmouth, Norfolk,
NR31 8PA.

Generation gap

Having enlisted in 1943, served 31
years and purchased (operative word)
SOLDIER since its inception, I am
not only one of those who should
read the magazine more slowly — Mr
Fletcher’s letter, October — but,
must push the page further away in
order to do so. It follows therefore,
that with regard to its contents, it is
the articles that deal with my period
of service that interest me most and
the remainder, to the extent that they
reflect subsequent changes and
events.

This raises that evergreen, the dis-
parity of interests between genera-
tions. Tradition is not in general
deemed as anachronistic as many
suppose; although its vitality can be
blunted by mindless and repetitive
application. I recall that as a young
recruit, however, I failed to appreci-
ate the old soldiers’ tales of grim
experience that occurred before I was
born. Nor was I inspired by their
persistent insistence that, by com-
parison, my generation had it cushy.
We may have had it differently and
been ‘poor excuses for soldiers’ but,
as one soon discovered, a bullet is a
bullet is a bullet and unpleasant
experience is not improved by better
conditions; indeed, the accompany-
ing shock is probably worsened for it.
Now things have so progressed and

the nature of our times such, that
today’s idiot, of which — to quote a
well-known RSM — some village is
being deprived, is with remarkable
frequency tomorrow’s hero.

For those of us who are now in the
back seat, the situation is not without
advantage; we have at least the
chance to see things in better per-
spective. Nor need contact be lost
for, as SOLDIER successfully
demonstrates, the Army in all its
aspects, both past and present, is well
represented within its pages. Some
may consider the allocation either
disproportionate or inadequate, but
surely the criterion is progression not
preference? — Gerald E Mansfield,
34-19 33rd St, Long Island City,
New York 11106, USA.

Loyal supporter

I have always been a tremendous
supporter of SOLDIER Magazine
and am delighted to be able to order
it on a personal basis.

Whilst serving in the Army, which
I did for 24 years before leaving in
1974, SOLDIER was extremely
helpful to me. Not only have I
enjoyed reading its very interesting
articles but on two occasions I wrote
and asked for photos which must
have taken quite a bit of research.
Each time you provided me with an
excellent selection.

I just felt I wanted to mention
this. SOLDIER is for the soldier and
I know does many other helpful ser-
vices, apart from publish a magazine.
— Peter Bartlett, 1718 Needlewood
Lane, Orlando, Flo 32808, USA.

Thanks for the testimonial, Mr Bartlett.
We are always pleased 1o help when we
can. — Ed.

What about us?

After reading the November issue’s
reports on both the UK and BAOR
phases of ‘Crusader 80’ I found it
annoying that no mention was made
of the part the supporting services
played in the exercise.

There was lots of mention of infan-
try running about moors, and tanks
thundering across plains, but what
about the men who make that poss-
ible — the RAOC who supplied the
rations, POL and ammunition, the
RCT who transported it and the
REME who kept the vehicles going?

Qur lads were on their feet virtu-
ally 20 to 21 hours a day and with the
rest of 8 Field Force Maintenance we

Phone 29121

Stationed in ALDERSHOT?
Going Overseas?

Then go with a tax free OPEL

* Low cost HP — 10% deposit

* Up to 4 years to pay — generous discounts
* Part-exchange welcome

Call for a test drive — select your car — we as
the professionals do the rest.

Longfield Garages Ltd.
Birchett Road, ALDERSHOT.

travelled nearly the length of Eng-
land from Otterburn to Tidworth,
with locations at Norfolk and Shep-
ton Mallet on the way. At one stage,
out of a unit strength of 67 men, we
had 22 men on location to keep the
supplies going as the rest of the unit
had been sent out to perform tasks as
far afield as Wales and Devon.

I know that the teeth arm units
would have had it physically harder
and that both yourselves and other
serving soldiers know the part that
we play. And some, on reading the
above, might say: ‘So what, does he
think that they had it harder than
anybody else?’ No, I don’t, but it
would have been nice to have some
mention of the role that the support
arms played towards the exercise, if
only to let civilians reading the
magazine know. I would like to say in
closing that I have always appreciated
the way SOLDIER has always served
in supporting the image of the Army.
— Cpl J E Lunn, 8 Field Force Ord
Coy RAOC (V).

Sorry if pressure on space meant that our
coverage did less than justice 1o the
support units. Their role was indeed
crucial to the success of Crusader 80 and
we’re glad this letter puts the record
straight. — Ed.

Cuckoo spotting

As Major General Hick’s ADC it is
with a certain amount of amusement
that I have watched and read the
correspondence concerning his dress
in your July, October and December
issues.

I would like to suggest that rather
as The Times appears to be the forum
for contenders claiming to have heard
the first cuckoo, perhaps your
magazine should act similarly for
those who claim to have spotted the
first incorrectly dressed General of
the year! — Capt A G W Sinclair,
Coldm Gds, ADC to GOC, HQ
North West District, Fulwood Bks,
Fulwood, Preston, Lancs.

Friendship group

Between October 1944 and February
1945, during the Allied armies’ push
toward the Rhine, very bitter fighting
occurred in the Linnich/Geilen-
kirchen area of Western Germany
roughly bounded by the rivers Rur,
Wurm and Inde.

On the German side, the main units
involved were the 9th and 10th Panzer
Divisions. The Allied troops were
mainly Americans from the 84th
Armoured Division, (Railsplitters),
but some British units were also
involved. These are believed to have
come from the Dorsetshire and Wor-
cestershire Regiments and from the
Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.

A number of German veterans have
formed a ‘Friendship Group’ with the
aim of fostering contact between the
German and Allied troops who took
part in the fighting. Contact has
already been established with the
American veterans and their rep-
resentatives have attended the last two
annual reunions of the group. So far,
no contact has been made with the
British elements.

At last year’s reunion, held in
QOctober, a memorial dedicated to the
dead of both German and Allied




armies was unveiled. The memorial
consists of a ten-ton block of stone
from the nearby Eifel mountains, on
which are fixed copper plaques bear-
ing the insignia of the various German
and American units. Still missing are
those of the British. It is hoped that
some of the men who formed those
units may read this letter and contact
the group so that the ‘circle of recon-
ciliation’ can be completed.

Interested persons should write to
Herr Hans Baltus, 47 Mittelstr,, 5133
Gangelt-Langbroich, West Germany
or telephone 02454-5072 (from UK
01-049-2454-5072). — WO J J Quinn,
Sgts Mess, RAF Wildenrath, BFPO
42.

Thanks, 2LI

On behalf of all the members of the
Air Training Corps, who attended
Summer camps at RAF Gibraltar last
year, I should like to thank all the
members of the 2nd Light Infantry
for the way they made our stay in
Gibraltar one always to remember.
The enthusiasm in the way they
worked was a credit to the Army.
Thank you lads, once again. — War-
rant Officer A Nixon BEM, 16f
(Wood Green & Hornsey) Sqn, Air
Training Corps, 58 Walpole Road,
Downbhills, London, N17 6BL.

Competition

Qur Competition 267 ‘The Squatters’
pulled in a bumper entry although
quite. a few people got it wrong.

Correct answers were: A/15, B/9,

C/8, Di2, E/6, F/5, G/1, H/13, J/10,

K/11, L/4 (The Hooks), M/14, N/3,

0/12, Pri.
Prizewinners:

1 Mrs. O. Arold, 41 Venning Road,
Arborfield, Reading, Berks.

2 Mr. M. Edmenson, 27 High St.,
Princes End, Tipton, W. Midlands.

3 WOI (ASM) K. Smith, 19 Fd Regt
RA, LAD REME, BFPO 20.

4 Mr. N. Medler, 27 Stanley Road,
Gt Yarmouth, Norfolk.

5 Mr. A. Gahan, 157 Crescent Road,
Crumpsall, Manchester.

6 Mr. D. Galvin, 30 Clivedon Road,
Highams Park, London, E4 9RN.

7 Sgt. A. Ellis, RAOC, AE Sec,
MODUK (Army), Main Building,
Whitehall.

8 Mr. B. Corrott, clo Delmaines,
37-39 Blockball Road, Folkestone,
Kent.

How observant are
you?

(see page 39)

The two pictures differ in the following
respects: 1 Postmaster’s waistcoat but-
tons. 2 Last letter of OFFICE. 3
Moustache of man on post office veran-
dah. 4 Right end of post office window
sill. § Stripes on holster of nearest gun-
man. 6 Wick of lamp in saloon door-
way. 7 Mouth of man in saloon win-
dow. 8 Belt studs of nearest gunman. 9
Right boot of gunman leaving saloon.
10 Tuft of grass in gutter outside post
office.

Collectors’ corner

)

Collectors’ Corner is a free service
to readers and entries should be as
brief as possible. Publication can-
not be guaranteed and will depend
on space available. SOLDIER can-
not accept any responsibility for the
quality or availability of goods
offered for sale or exchange. Any
transaction arising from this col-
umn is a matter for the parties con-
cerned.

W Nicholls, 27 Lea House, 69
Woodview Drive, Birmingham, B15
ZHE. Wants officers’ mess jacket,
Indian Army Medical Service vgc,
complete buttons, lapel badges, major’s
crowns. Exchange for Indian Army
badges pre-war.

Mr A ] Billingsley, 2 Locombe Place,
Wotton-Under Edge, Glos. IMMS
member requires deleted LP records,
including: ‘Bandstand Spectaculary’ —
Grenadier Guards Band, “The Gay and
Gallant’ — Gordon Highlanders Band,
plus any by Royal Warwickshire
Fusiliers, Would like 1o hear from fel-
low enthusiasts interested in exchanging
or buying other military band LPs.

Mr A C Tebbutt, 33 Creffield Road,
Ealing, London. Has volunteer cap
badges, Ist VB Sussex, 2nd VB Wili-
shire; 3rd VB Bedfordshire. Wants to
swap the three for any two of the follow-
ing: Ist East Surrey, Ist Essex, Ist
Wiltshire, Ist Norfolk, Ist and 2nd
Loyal North Lancs. Will purchase, but
has no VBs for sale. Also has cavalry

cap badges, QVC and KC only, if
interested.

Mr ] A Scott, 5 Cliffe Crescent,
Riddlesden, Keighley, West York-
shire, BD20 5LB. Wants to buy or
exchange following back nos of SOL-
DIER. Complete volumes of years
1945-1961. 1962 Mar Apr May Ful;
all 1964-65; 1966 Feb; 1971 Fan Feb
Aug; 1972 Fun Sep Oct; 1973 Fan Feb
Apr May Fun Aug Nov Dec; 1974 Jun
Aug Sep Oct Nov. Also wants US
medals and US Forces magazines to
buy or exchange. All letters answered.

Capt Anthony Runza, PO Box 140,
New Milford, NJ 07646, USA. Seeks
size 38W No I Dress blue pants willing
to sell or trade. Contact by phone or
send postcard with phone no. Will reim-
burse. Also needs late 40s, WWII, and
SOs uniforms and equipment (for RE
enactment group); Black Watch
officer’s kilt in 38"/40", hose, OSD
tunic, stable belts for Watch alse EM
kilts in good order; Glengennys, bonnets
and tam o’shanters. Will trade or pay
well for the right item. Tel: 201 282
2533.

Davreux — Ch Bruxelles 78-7500
Tournai, Belgium. Wants to purchase
or exchange postcards and photos with
military uniforms.

R W Basurto, 217 Somerset Place,
Lompoc, California 93436, USA.
Wants worldwide military tnsignia and
prison staff insignia. ,

Renault recommend @#f lubricants
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[ e ——
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At Blair Castie in the Scottish
Highlands men still drill in time
honoured uniforms. They are
members of . . .

';’

THE ATHOLL ESTATE in Perthshire is all
that one imagines of rural Scotland, Haunt of
pine marten and polecat, of wild cat and red
squirrel, of stag and grouse — a panorama of
rushing streams and forest where snow can
come as early as October and which is fre-
quently enveloped in a sepulchral mist. -

It is also the home of Europe’s last private
army — The Atholl Highlanders — body-
guard to the Duke of Atholl, whose estate
sprawls over 148,000 acres around Blair -
Castle, the family seat for more than 700
years. :
The Atholl Highlanders (it was spelt
Athole in those days) were first raised in 1839
by Lord Glenlyon, later to become the sixth
Duke. Consisting at that time of four offi-
cers, a sergeant-major, two sergeants, four
corporals, four pipers, 56 privates and two

- Top: Atholl Highlanders parade at Blair Castle.

Left: Duke of Atholl inspects 'his own regiment.




orderlies, they first accompanied him as his
bodyguard to the Eglinton Tournament in
that year.

Their uniform borrowed much from
Atholl military tradition and has changed
little since then. It comprises a blue jacket,
kilt and plaid of Atholl tartan, red and white
hose, white goatskin sporrans, brogues and
Glengarry bonnets.

In 1842 Queen Victoria and Prince Albert
visited nearby Dunkeld and in honour of the
visit the strength of the Highlanders was
increased to ten officers, five sergeants, four
pipers and 140 rank and file. And the follow-
ing year the numbers went up again.

In September 1845, exactly a century after
the Jacobite rebellion in which the Atholl
forces had been on the losing side, they
received Colours from Queen Victoria — a
unique gesture to a private army.

During the Crimean War the Duke offered
the services of the Atholl Highlanders to
Lord Palmerston for home duty — but the
offer was not taken up. Since that time there
has never been any suggestion that they
should be called up as a unit for war, but
many also serve with the Territorial Army.

By the time of the sixth Duke’s death in
1864 three companies were armed with
Enfield rifles and the fourth with ‘Brown
Bess’ muskets. Two years later more Enfields
were bought to make all four companies
alike. In 1903 these were replaced by 200
Lee-Metfords, which are still used and are
kept in the Castle armoury.

Over the vears the Atholl Highlanders
provided Guards of Honour for many distin-
guished visitors to Blair Castle including
Emperor Hirohito of Japan when he was
Crown Prince back in 1921.

And from time to time they undertook
guard duties outside their own area, the last
big occasion before the Second World War
being in 1931 at Edinburgh Castle when the
eighth Duke received some Culloden battle
Colours for the Scottish Narional Military
and Naval Museum.

But in general, the period from the out-
break of the First World War until the acces-
sion of the present tenth Duke in 1957, was
one in which the Highlanders were practi-
cally dormant.

When SOLDIER last visited Blair Castle
— back in 1957 — there had been no promo-
tions for 40 years and the last recruit, apart
from an odd piper or two, had joined back in
1935.

In 1966 the Duke began recruiting again
and the first annual parade was held at the
Castle. Seven new soldiers were taken in at
that time and more followed, bringing the
strength up to the current figure of about 50.

One of those new recruits was Jimmy
Stewart, the current Regimental Sergeant-
Major. He had joined the Duke as head guide
in the summer and gillie in the winter after an
unusual Service career. .

Jimmy joined the TA Fife and Forfar
Yeomanry in 1933 as a trooper. Four years
later he joined the RAF and obtained a war-
time commission. In 1946 he went back to
civilian life but joined the Royal Auxiliary
Air Force as a gunner and later sergeant-

- major.

In 1952 it was back into the Services —asa
gunner with the Royal Artillery. “I'm not
rank conscious,” he says. He ended his Army

Right: Relics of bygone battles in Castle.

It was a cold and frosty morning as
Regimental Sergeant-Major Jimmy
Stewart and Blair Castle adminis-
trator, Mr Alastair Munro, went out to
the old Victorian cannon standing at
the front of the Castle.

Their mission was to fire the relic.
Armed with one-and-a-half pounds of
black powder they were to try the
cannon out to see if the Highlanders
could use it on ceremonial occasions.

But things did not go entirely
according to plan. Recalls Mr Munro:
“There was a most beautiful bang fol-
lowed by the tinkle of glass from all
over the Castle — we had broken 14
windows!”

The faces of Mr Stewart and
Mr Munro were not only red from the
cold that day — for the former had
spent most of his Service career w,
guns and Mr Munro was a fo
instructor at the Royal School of
lery. But, with a slightly sgi
charge, the gun has been figg
cessfully by the Highlan
number of occasions since then
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The tournament which led to the
formation of the Atholl Highlan-
ders was staged at Eglintoun (sic)
Castle on 28 August 1839. More
than 80,000 people were in the
spectator galleries and a large
number of them were in medieval
dress.

But in the best traditions of Brit-
ish weather, rain almost ‘stopped
play’. Umbrellas marred the
feudal scene and a considerable
amount of the ceremonial proces-
sion had to be omitted.

However, several courses of
jousting were run with the home
competitor, the Earl of Eglintoun
emerging as best knight of the
day — after breaking two spears
in combat with the Marquess of
Waterford. :

The banquet and ball planned
for the first evening was also
washed out — the two giant mar-
quees being flooded. On the sec-
ond day no action was possible at
all. But more jousting and the
banquet and ball finally took place
on a third day. Eventual cost to
Lord Eglintoun was estimated at
£40,000 — equal to several million
pounds at 1981 prices.

service 1 1965 as a permanent sergeant
instructor with the part-time Lovat Scouts.

There have only been five sergeant-majors
since the Atholl Highlanders were formed
and Jimmy Stewart is conscious of the long
tradition. But he has no wish to emulate the
most famous, Donald McBeth, who served in
that capacity for 55 years!

To be an officer in the Atholl Highlanders
one has to be of the landed gentry. The men
are farmworkers and tenants on the estate or
have an Atholl connection. For instance
there are three policemen not living on the
estate who are still Highlanders — two were
former residents who moved away and the
third the local bobby who got posted.

Says Jimmy: “You cannot run this unit
like in the Regular Army — you cannot bawl
and shout. But the men do have self disci-
pline. When you are doing a parade right
from the moment you say ‘Shun’ there is no
nonsense.”

Uniforms are all provided although the
original stock has now become somewhat
depleted. At present the Highlanders are
hoping to buy some surplus Ministry of
Defence jackets but kilts are proving a
problem.

Says castle administrator, Mr Alastair
Munro: “We are looking for someone who
can do this type of tailoring for us. Our prob-

-Below: Fixing RSM’s plaid to go out on parade.

lem is that our orders would be smallish ones
and we have not been able to find anyone to
do it for us.”

In recent years, in addition to the estate
parade (which draws about 2000 people each
May) the Highlanders have marched through
Edinburgh, been to the Braemar Games and
taken part in the Isle of Man Millennium —
the island once belonged to the Atholl family.

This year there will be a special treat for
those prepared to pay for it. A new scheme is
to be started for periods when the Castle is
not open to the public.

Visitors by appointment will be able to
tour the Castle privately. They will be met by
an Atholl Highlander in uniform who will
show them round and tell them of the regi-
ment and its traditions. And they will get
their own special concert by a piper.

The Atholl Highlanders may be a private
army but there has been no criticism of them
in that role since 1925 when MP Mr Horatio
Bottomley was slapped down in the House of
Commons.

For their role today is to serve as a perma-
nent reminder of the history and traditions of
that part of Scotland. In the words of that
Commons reply they are “a picturesque and
popular relic of bygone days”. And that
means a lot in a country with so much
national pride. k]

Below: Stalking the antler lined corridors.
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PUMPKIN PIE

The small independent state of Horti is
noted especially for two things: First, the
fact that all adults in the state indulge in
horticulture in one form or another — as a
state gardener, as a hobby, as a nurseryman,
in the interests of scientific research . . . and
SO on.

Second, the unusual names of the coins of
the state: gold gongs, silver tangs and cop-
per tings. Twelve copper tings balance one
silver tang and twenty of these make one
golden gong. The copper tings are further
sub-divided into four and these small coins
are known as little copper tings.

The pumpkin section at the State’s annual
produce show always attracts special atten-
tion, for the Biggun of Horti invariably
provides the prizes for the five heaviest
pumpkins and his wife, the Bigguness, pres-
ents them.

This year the first prize was thirty-two
silver tangs and each of the other prizes was
only two tangs less than the prize above it.

The Biggun makes it a rule to give as first
prize a number of tangs equivalent to the
average weight in pounds of all the pump-
kins entered. The second prize is made
according to the same rule — only this time
the heaviest pumpkin is not included. The
third prize excludes the two heaviest. And
s0 omn.

Horti had an unusually dry summer last
year, so there were only seven entries and
the pumpkins weighed less than usual.
What was the weight of each of the prize
pumpkins? And how many golden gongs did
the Biggun subscribe for prizes?

The closing date for the competition is
Monday 6 April. The answers and winners’
names will appear in the June 81 SOL-
DIER. More than one entry can be submit-
ted but each must be accompanied by a
‘Competition 271" label. Winners will be
drawn by lots from correct entries. Entries
using OHMS envelopes or pre-paid labels
will be disqualified.

L R

COMPETITION 271

R )

Send your answers by postcard or letter
with the ‘Competition 271" label from this
page and your name and address to:

Editor
SOLDIER
Ordnance Road
Aldershot
Hants
GU11 2DU

* * *PRIZES » » » *

1 £15 2 f£10 :
3 £5 45 £3
6-7 Two hooks i
8 SOLDIER free .

for six months

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

* ok ok ok ok ok ok %

CYPRUS

THE EUROPEAN CONNECTION

Siarey Crighton & Fairways have over 25
years experience in the forces maotoring
requirements. Therefore we can offer a
most comprehensive exchange system

Part exchange your car in the UK. or
Cyprus and with our combined resources

we can supply your new vehicle for UK
Cyprus or Europe

We have available the following

U.K. (Duty paid) . . Colt, Saab
Germany . ... Saab, Ford, Vauxhall, Colt
(Duty free with U K. delivery) and
Cyprus (Duty free) ................ Colt

We have a delivery/collection service from  For
European Connection.

FRIRWAY MOTOR ENTERPRISES

LARNACA Tel: 52169 LIMASSOL Tel: 71017/8 NICOSIA Tel: 420378 CYPRUS

airports or docks in the UK.  Written

STAREY - (RIGHTON LTD.

939/943 LINCOLN ROAD, WALTON, PETERBOROUGH. Tel: 71836/73543

quotations are available for credit terms
from the 'above address or NAAFI finance
and insurance. Hire purchase settlement
cash allowances for outstanding
customs clearance

Professional Service use the
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JACK DUSTY LTD Biue House Unit 13 Bluehouse Avenu
Clactomron-Sea Essex
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SWEATERS &
SWEATSHIRTS

Your own design superbly
produced on quality garments
ALSO PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS
The Sussex T-Shirt Company

FREEPOST. Littiehampton, W. Sussex BN17 58R
Tel [09064) 7298 & 23843

BLAZER BADGES

Wire or silk, any design

CLUB TIES

WOVEN OR PRINTED

WALL PLAQUES

Prices from £7.50
Discount structure for 6 of more plaques
Packing and postage to U.K. address 30p extra

Send S.A.E. for illustrated brochure

GREENBURGH (Gosport) LTD.
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INVICTA EXPORT is part of the Ramsgate Division of Invicta Motors
58 years. Nobody is better qualified to give you help and guidance
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Pegwell Bay Hoverport and 40 minutes from Dover.
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Return the coupon for free Information Pack to Invicta Motors Lrd.,
Boundary Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel: Thanet 57931, Telex 96331

NAME.....
ADDRESS.
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Discount Offer!*

the largest Ford Main Dealers in East Kent, established for

oosing your new Ford — specialising makes the difference,

plies to cars exported to West Germany only,
off the car’s basic retail price for a limited period.)

.. Tick items of main interest
OFIESTA OCORTINA
“OESCORT OGRANADA
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« How did Hitler conquer Poland in only 36 days?

» Why did the Germans allow the evacuation of Dunkirk?

« Why did the Allies ignore the existence of the death camps?
e What was it like to grow up in occupied Europe?

o Hiroshima-was there a real alternative?

Find out now, in PURNELL'S HISTORY OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR~-the
most detailed and comprehensive military history of our times, in 24
dramatic volumes. Read blow-by-blow accounts of each campaign,
unravel all the ins and outs of six years of political manoeuvering, assess
the personalities and capabilities of the giant figures of the war. This
definitive work has been put together by a distinguished team of
writers from many nations under the direction of Barrie Pitt, historical
consultant to the BBC series The Great War, and the late Sir Basil Liddell
Hart, one of the world’s most eminent military historians. Eye witness
accounts, civilian reports and historical reviews, plus over 3000 maps,
diagrams and photographs, help you to piece together the action of
each campaign, and to construct a total picture of a world at war,

PURNELL'S HISTORY OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR is a historical classic—
scholarly, authontative—and irresistible reading

SEE FOR YOURSELF—-ACCEPT VOLUME ONE ABSOLUTELY FREE
with no obligation

In your free Volume One you'll discover how it all began: how the
League of Nations turned a blind eye to German rearmament, why the
proposed Anglo-Franco-Soviet alliance was rejected by Britain,

* - provoking Russia into a pact with the Nazis. The two sides of the
conguest of Poland are presented by General Nehring, Chief of Staff to
Cuderian‘s Panzer Corps, and Colonel Adam Sawczynski, who

An international history produced in co-operation with the Imperiai War
Museum, which provided extensive research facilities and expert advice.

commanded the artillery of the Polish_ 41stInfantry. And civilians
remember what it was like to live during the tension of the Phoney War,
and the excitement of being caught up in the Hitler Youth.

Over 150 photographs and nearly 100 maps, diagrams and
illustrations explain the strategy and recapture the bitter drama.
The Volume doses with the subjugation of Norway, and an assessment
of the European position on May 9th, 1940. The next day was to change
the world. For on May 10th, the Germans launched their attack on
Western Europe and a new man took control in Britain. His name was
Winston Churchill

Send for your free Volume One today. It's yours to keep with no
obligation to purchase a single additional volume

PURNELL'S HISTORY OF THE

. SECONDWORLDWAR

Your Free Volume One Certificate 1

To: The House of Grolier Ltd., Dept WW2, FREEPOST, Hatfield, Herts. AL9 5BR

Send for your FREE book today. There is absolutely no obligation to buy even a
I single book. Here's how this programme works:

(1) Mail this certificate now (it requires no postage) and your free volume 1 will
be mailed to you immediately . . . along with volume 2 for your examination
The full price of volume 2, if you decide to keep it, is only £5.4%including
postage and handling. There are NO other charges

(2) if you are not completely satisfied, after examination, simply return volume
2 to us. Your subscription will be cancelled immediately and you keep volume 1
FREE 3

(3) Volume 3 will be mailed to you about one month after volume 1 and 2
prrljwdmg, of course, that you have not cancelled . . . at the same price as
volume 2

(@) The remaining 21 volumes in the set will be mailed to you in one package
about one month after you receive volume 3 (again, providing you have not
cancelled and . . . you need pay for only one bock per month at the same low
inclusive price of £5.45. You will have the advantage of the entire WORLD WAR Ii
set for home pleasure while paying for only “a book a month”

Remember, you are free to cancel at any time after taking as many or as few
volumes as you like —even none at all if you so choose. But, no matter what
\Fﬂ%g Edeade about future volumes, volume 1 is yours to keep — ABSOLUTELY
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