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I The final countdown b+ 

THE BEST IN Yw3 
AS HONG KONG enters Itcl final month 
under British sovereignty, soldier marks 
the end of the garrison’s 156-year history 
with a colourful special series. 

In this and the next two editions, we 
describe how, carefully and meticulously, 
Britlsh Forces Hong Kong am planning the 
doslng stages of thek presence and prepsr- 

ing the Chinese for their takeover on July 1. 
We aim take a nostalgic look back, with the 
humanstoflesofthosewhollved,tought~nd 
tragically shed their blood In this laet Far 
EasternoutpoaofEmpire. 

Hong Kong Farewell Is on Pages 21-28. 
See also our Review pga, 33, and ‘Tiger 
tales from old Hong Kong’, Page 34. 
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Front cover: Hong 
Kong from the heilpad 
In front of the Prince 
of Wale8 Barrack 
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pion). See top of page. 
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Flanked by Congoiesa MIG eirorafi at Braz2avlliS, 
offlcers and sanlw rank. d 1 PWFlR drhk a silent 
toast “To the ImmorIei Memory’’ of their predeces- 
sors who debated the French against overwhelm- 

igoddratAlbuherninSpalnonMay16,1811.The 
ilshard Ceremony celebrates the call d a Oom- 

mandar who, surrounded by French forces, urged 
hie men to “Die hard, 57th, die hardl” for full information pack giving details of our S p e d  Military 

Volvo Finance, Part Exchange and European / Worldwide delivery options, 
or complete and return the coupon below. 

he Priees, 
Battalion 7; 

back from 
crisis zone 

VOLVO SOLDIERS of the 1st 
Battalion, The Princess 
of Wales’s Royal &Si- 
m a t  flew home from 
Africa as the crisis in 
Zaire was resolved. 

There was relative calm as 
the MobuN gOMnunent Stood 
down, and the Brinsh Army- 
Royal Marines force standing 
by fo evacuate expatriates was 
not called mto action. 

More than 200 troops from 
1 pwRR and support elements 
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Ycount car prlca. 

nk: Surname: Initials:- 
drew 

m intsrerted in: New ul rs  U U s d  cars 0 
. -work extn: 
me: fox: 

I SOL.CUST3 

Natocon tld * Wyldr Rood 

TA6 4DG * Tei 01278 455555 
TmARS Bndgwolsr * Somenet 

- A h ‘ c v d m ~ E x ~ e m -  I 

have trusted Natocars over the past 
3 1 years to supply their new car! 

Fortunately, many more cars than 
this have been bought from Natocars 
because so many customers come 
back time and again - some well on 
their way to double figures! 

So, why do Natocars’ customers 
display such loyalty? They tell us it’s 
because we are caring, competitive 
and they feel secure and want for 
nothing. 

Well they would, wouldn’t they, you 
might say because they’re looking 
for an even better deal next time - 
and they get it! 

So, what’s missing? Simply, 
everyone who has not yet found out 
about today’s Natocars. 

Just pick up the phone, clip the 
coupon or drop us a line and find out 
why there is no standard service at 
Natocars - Only first class! 

Call us direct on - 01278 455555 
Fax: 01278 450396 or 

?kf&aam Ud Wylds R e d  I)ddp&er Somersei TA6 4uu - 1.1: 01278 455555 Fox 01278 450396 - 

Defence Secretary Gwrge Robertson meets men of 
The Royal Scots Guards et Baraci durlng his flre VisR 
to Brltlsh troops in Bosnla. He waa accompanied by 
the Chlef of the Defence Staff, Gen Slr Charles 
Guthrle, and Maj Gen Angus Ramsay, Commander 
Multl-Natlonal Divlslon (South West). The Secretary of 
State also made a first trlp In his new appointment to 
Northern Ireland, where he was welcomed by the Gen- 
eral Offlcer Commandlng, Lt Gen Sir Rupert Smlth. 

Inset Prlme Minister Tony Bleir meeta Lt Col John 
DevereII, commanding offlcer of the 8th BettBlion, 
The Royal Irish Regiment, during his vialt to Northern 
Ireland. Between them Is Cept Geoff Cleverly. 

New wmasures 
on Gulf sickn: 1: 
GULF War veterans con- 
cerned about their health have 
been invited to meet Armed 
Forces Minister John Reid. 

In one of four new measures 
designed to address the whole 
area of ill health among those 
involved in the campaign, Dr 

Reid has asked veterans’ repre- 
sentatives to put their case 
directly to him. 

He has also stated the Gov- 
ernment’s intention to extend 
existing research programmes 
into the consequences on 
health of the combinations of 

High street bomb removed 
BOMB disposal experts from former warring factions did 
49 Field Squadron EOD not have the technical exper- 
removed a life-threatening- tise to remove the mortar. 
mortar bomb from the high Bomb disposal officer SSgt 
street in Gornji Vakuf, Bosnia. Paul Pearson completed the 

It was near a school and bus task in an operation described 
station and on a mute used by by the senior EOD comman- 
Stabilisation Force patrols. der, Capt Roger Banett RE, as 

The detachment, part of 33 “a text-book job”. 
Engineer Regiment EOD and The Wimbish-based unit 
attached to 39 Engineer Regi- was supporting the 1st Battal- 
ment, was called in because ion, T h e  Green Howards. 

vaccines and tablets taken by 
Servicemen and women 
during the codict. 

The minister also requested 
a full explanation of the scien- 
tific basis on which preventa- 
tive measures were used in the 
Gulf, and how they were car- 
ried out in the field, and 
ordered an immediate addi- 
tional resources to be put into 
the current medical assess- 
ment programme to cut the 
present backlog of veterans 
waiting to see an MOD doctor. 

Dr Reid said “The veterans 
have every right to expect us to 
give urgent attention to their 
concerns. And we intend to 
address those concerns. That 
is the debt of honour that our 
Government owes to those 
who served our country.” 

Zaire force 
returns to 
barracks 

0 From Page 3 
ing countries to prepare for any 
sudden deterioration in the sit- 
uation. 

Elements were deployed in 
the Congo and Gabon under 
Operation Determinant. 

More than 400 soldiers and 
officers from 1 PWRR, com- 
manded by Lt Col Mark 
Rayner, had been deployed or 
were on standby. Those in 
Africa were poised to move 
quickly across the Congo river 
into Kinshasa to secure assem- 
bly areas for British nationals 
and Commonwealth citizens. 

But as a peacefd transition 
appeared to be taking place in 
Zaire, the battalion flew back 
to its base in Howe Barracks, 
Canterbury It is currently the 
Spearhead Battalion within the 
Joint Rapid Deployment Force, 
a tri-Service rapid reaction for- 
mation designed to react to sit- 
uations such as the civil war in 
Zaire. 

Duties in central Africa did 
not prevent the PWRR mark- 
ing the Diehard Ceremony on 
May 16, when the regiment 
celebrates the courage of its 
predecessors at the Battle of 
AlbuherainSpainin 1811. 

Next big event for the regi- 
ment 1s on June 30 when it is 
due to receive new Colours. 

Midlands 
title goes 
to Fusiliers 
TERRITORIAL Army cham- 
pions at the 143 (West Mid- 
lands) Brigade S ~ I U  at arms 
meeting were the 5th Battalion, 
The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. 
The Regular Army prize went to 
30 More Sial than Regiment. 200 competitors 

took part in the event at figs- 
bury ranges, near Tamworth, 
and 1 Staffords, other awards 5 LI, were the won Royal by 

Mercian and Lancastrian Yeo- 
manry, Birmingham Universi- 
ty OTC and ATR Lichfield. 

f SOLDIIR, Ordnance Road, Aldershot. Hants Gull 2OU. Civil tel: 01252 347 plus last three dlgita of Aldershot Military extension given below’ 
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'THE ONLY SPECIALIST MILITARY FMPWYMENI'CONSULTANCY" 

Irish Guards receive new Colours PROVIDING A PREMIER EMPLOYMENT SERVICE TO SERVNG 
AND RETIRED SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN AND THEIR 

DEPENDANTS * Are )ou about to leave or haw you recently left the kwicc? * Have you p r e p d  your CV and explored lhc )ob markets? * Do you know your pountial and where 11 can be best utilised? 

MILEMP INTERNATIONAL are the only Consultancy dcaling with 
the specific rcqvlrcmenrr and medr of Scrvice and cx-Service personnel 
and their dependants seeking secure. salisfactmy employment 

YILE.UP INTERNATIONAL operate a prougious UK and world- 
wide placement client base within the Public, Private and Government 
sectors and can offer you the opportunity of having a custom designed 

within lhew scctors. Ofrcn these 
exccllcnt employment opponunitin arc not nanonally advertised and 
our experience has shorn hat  in thc majority of cascr are well sumd to 
the ex-*rvm p w n  and offer fin1 class remunemtion and conditions. 

Our U5 fee Is pmbably the l o w  In the UK for this type ol 
service for which MILEMP IhTERNATIONAL will: * Customse. produce and prescnr )OUT specialist CV to wr client 

bx- rn the slriaeu confiden~r un B regular basis * h ~ n t  )ou with proof copier of your CV which wrll be updated 
upon your insmciions * Inform you on a regular h i s  as to uhom your CV has been pawed. 
giving full client details * Maintain your individual CV details on our International Computer 
Rcgistcr in order to match your spxialist &lln and quimncnu 
uilh thm of our client$. 

c v p  .. . 

I order to take advantage uf this unique opponuoity. send your full details 
nd requiremcnu. or outline CV ~n draft form. along with the k w i c e  Fec 

of f35 (pqable to Milcmp International) to: 

MILEMP INTERNATIONAL 
Dept A). Walnut Pastures, Hall Lane, Thornham, Norfolk PE36 6NB 

Tel: 01485 512452 

THE Queen presented new Guards, the last occasion being to receive the Colours, which 
Colours to the 1st Battalion, at Buckingham Palace in 19 were consecrated by the Chap- 
The Irish Guards at Windsor More than 250 men of 1 IG lain General, the Rev Dr Victor 
2astle on May 22. paraded with their Colonel, Dobbin, and the Principal 

It was the eighth set present- the Grand Duke of Luxem- Roman Catholic Chaplain, the 
d to the battahon in the 97- bourg, and their Irish Rt Rev Monsignor Kevin 
ear history of the Irish wolfhoundmascot,Cuchulain, Vasey. What the papers have been saying 

Enemy 
Matiwqla W O  E9.99 

Exclusbe to HM Forces * Ns deposit * Use in over 50 countries 

* Free calls every month for life * Digital quality * Instant credit pass 

Per second billing 

For further details and mail order CAU TODAY 

Aldershot (01252) 316222 

ahead, 
or is it? 
THE US Army is planning tc 
ieploy Me-sized holograms oi 
anks. planes and soldisrs tc 
xlnfuse and intimidate the 
memy. - Sunday Tetegraph 

0 All antipersonnel land. 
nines held by the Armywili have 
0 be destroyed by 2005. Theii 
>se until then has been sus. 
>ended under a moratorium 

. -  

innounced by the Government. 
- Da//y Telegraph 

THE B I G  NETWORK 
0 The Army-run "boot camp' 

'or young offenders at MCTC 
Zolchester is to be kicked out by 
:he Government, - lndependeni 

0 Aimed Forces Mlnistei 
John Reid is considering finan. 
:ial help for British troops whc 
:ontracted unexplained illness. 
3s in the Gulf war. - Observer 

0 The Government is set to 
wiew the ban on homosexuals 
serving in lhe Armed Forces. - 
Times 

0 Servicemen, social work. 
313, teachers and linguists have 
,merged as the biggest suffer. 
?n of rising stress in the 1990s 
iccording to new research. - 
Sunday Times 

P A top-level battle plan is 
ming drawn up to fight to retain 
at least palt of the historic Prince 
Sonsort Libraiy in Aldershot 
Nhich the MOD plans to move tC 
York, where it would integrate 
rvith a11 other Service museums 
and libraries in a single building, 
- Aldershot Mail 

I 
The P r l n w  Royal inspects men of 224 (Pam- 
broke'leomanry) Engineer Support Squadron RLC 
01) before accepting on their behalf a Prlvllege of 
Entry scroll to the town of Flshguard and Good- 
wick. The squadron Is part of 157 (Wales and Mid- 

lands) Transport Regiment RLC (V) based 
Cardlff. In 1797 local yeomanry defeated a French 
landlng force on the west coast of Pembrokeshlre. 
More than 50 years latsr Queen Vlctorla awarded 
the Yeomanry the bank honour "Flehguard". Economy...comfort Six words, brought together by 7 two more - Hyundai and Natocars. 

From the versatile, economicai Accent, via the 
stylish Lantra and exciting Coupe, to the generously 
equipped and luxurious Sonata - Hyundai have a 
range of cars to suit all tastes and needs. 

And we, at Natocars, are the experts when it 
comes to supply. 

London units on 
centre stage for 
state occasion 

Turkey talk 
STAFF officers from the NATO 
rapid reactlon force are to 
exchange information with offi- 
cers at the alliance's command 
headquarters in Turkey dunng a 
week-long exemme this mmh. 

About50 officers basedat the 
Headquatters Allid Command 
Europe Rapid Rsection Corps 
(ARRC) willvisit lzmirfrom June 
9-13 for briefings at HQ Land 
Southeast. 

We'll ensure you get the best possible deal on your 
new Hyundai, the best part exchange, finance and 
free protection insurance We'll also shop around to 
get the lowest quote for your car insurance 

If that isn't enough, we look after all the paperwork 
and arrange hassle free delivery to you - anywhere 

SOLDIERS from London- 
based units lent military pomp 
and splendour to the State 
Opening of Parliament on May 
14 when they lined the streets 
from Buckingham Palace to 
the House of Lords. 

Most Regular Army units in 
London District were heavily 
committed, with a total of 
1,407 soldiers and 84 officers 
undertaking duties ranging 
from sueet-lining and guards 
of honour to mounted escorts 
and royal gun salutes. 

Nearly half the soldiers 
drawn from the Grenadier, 
Coldstream, Scots and Irish 
Guards, and the 1st Battalion, 
The Royal Regiment of Wales, 
lined the processional route to 
Westminster. 

There were two guards Of 
honour, one at Buckingham 

Palace provided by 1 SG, and 
the second in Parliament 
Square drawn from 1 RRW. AI1 
five bands of the Foot Guards 
were stanoned along the route 
and salutes were fired by The 
King's Troop, Royal Horse 
Artillery, in Green Park, and 
by the Honourable Artillery 
Company from the Tower of 

Opening signals 
THE Royal Signals Museum 
at Blandford, refurbished at a 
cost of more than E1 million, 
was reopened on May 28. 

Troops help crash driver London. 
The Household Cavalry 

Mounted Regiment provided 
109 men andhorses and seven 
mounted officers to escort the 
Queen to and from the House 
of Lords. 

Eight mounted troopers 
accompanied the regalia pro- 
cession and 36 dismounted 
Household Cavalrymen and 
one officer lined the stairway in 
the House for the Sovereign's 
arnval. 

AMBULANCE staf f  have 
praised the quick action taken 
by soldiers on patrol in Belfast 
who treated a motorist injured 
in a road &c accident. 

Medm praised 19-year-old 
Fus Joe Walker for using his 
basic first aid training when 
attending the victim, wbo is 
believed to have suffered inter- 
nal injuries. 

Soldiers from the 1st Battal- 
ion, The Royal Highland 
Fusiliers based at Fort White- 
rock came across the accident, 
involving a truck and car, at the 
junction of Andersontown 
Road and Finaghy Road 
North. Fus Walker made the 
motorist comfortable and 
briefed the medical team on his 
condition. 

7 6 
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S N C O s  M E S S  K I T  

includes Shirt, Bow Tie & Ranking 

IR 01132 880 880 
1 Commercial Street, Rothwell, Leeds, U26 OAW. Fa: 01132 880 864 

---I---- r Have you been captured by 1 
I 

- 
SOLDIER? I ~ 

SOLDIER'S smp are Q snip. 
you have been captured on camera by one I 
of SOLDIER magazine's photographers 
then why not buy a top quality reprint? 
7' x 5". . . €5.60 8" x 6" . . . ff.50 

12" x 8" . . . m.w 
Digital prints Cup to A4 size). . . €7.00 

I 
I 
I I Other sizes available on request WI pricfr am hclvrioe ~JVATandpbp ) 

All etqnqumcr plea* 10 
The Photographic Department, SOWIR, Ordnance Road, 

L Aldershot, H a t s  Gull ZDU. Tel: 01252 347357 -------- 
MESS 

DRESS 
We ofer you personal sewice 
and guaranteed satisfaction 

UK Tel: 0113 282 6102 
Fax: 0113 282 1457 

BAOR tei: 0575 1 15087 
BAOR mobile 0171 5261340 

-@- 
UNIFORMAL 
YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR 

Van Dungic How.  Mc)nell Avenue, Rothwcll. Leeds U26 ONC. 
DIRECTORS: Kenncih tan D u n ~ t c  fmng,; Lilion van Dung,< (sec, 

Army's 
new 
Land 
Rover 
makes 
explosive 

I 
' 

I '  

debut 
WIMBISH-based 33 Engineer 
Regiment (EOD) is the first 
unit to be issued with the new 
Defender XD Land Rover now 
entering service with the 
British Army. 

The regiment has received 
94 of the vehicles. 

Among the selling points for 
the XD were better perfor- 
mance, increased payload and 
improved durability. It is said 
also to offer greater comfort, 
reduced maintenance costs 
and new safety features. 

It wdl go into service with 33 

A PLAQUE marking the spot 
where the remains of the 
Unknown Warrior were taken 
ashore at Dover in November 
1920 has bwn unvelled by the 
Chief of the Defence Staff, 
Gen Sir Charles Guthrle. 
Wreaths were leld by the 
Royal Brltlsh Leglon. The 
remains Ile et rest in Weshnin- 
&er Abbey. 

i e r a t i  

Taklng e bow: sappers of 33 Englneer Regiment (EOD) with some ot thelr new XD Land Rovers 

Regiment all over the world, 
including Bosnia, where EOD 
detachments from the unit 
have been deployed since 
Operation Grapple 1. 

Capt Alistair Boyle said the 
regiment, whose role includes 
defusing wartime German 
bombs and clearing UK train- 
mg areas of conventional and 
chemical mumtions, was 
delighted to be the first to get 
XD. "It mII make all the differ- 
ence to the way we operate." 

At a cost of more than E200 
million, 8,800 Defender XDs, 
including 800 ambulance van- 
ants, have been ordered for the 
Armed Forces. 

Airmobile RGBW 
SOLDIERS of the 1st Battal- 
ion, The Royal Gloucester- 
shire, Berkshire and Wiltshire 
Regiment are to train for a new 
role after joining 24 Airmobile 
Bngade at Colchester. 

The battalion, based at 
Episkopi in Cyprus for the past 
two years, has swapped places 
with the 1st Battalion, The 

While in Cyprus, 1 RGBW 
provided a resident company 
in the Falkland Islands for four 
months and took part in exer- 

Light Infantry. 

cises in Egypt, Jordan and 
Kuwait. 

It will be training in the 
United Kmgdom and Canada 
as it becomes familiar with the 
airmobile role. 
Six RGBW soldiers returned 

from Cyprus the hard way. 
They completed a 1,500km 
sponsored cycle-ride, passing 
through Greece, Italy, Austria, 
Swiaerland, Germany, France, 
Luxembourg and Belgium, 
raismg more than E2,OOO for 
charity as they did so. 

DETAILS ofawardsforgallant and 
distinguished service in Northern 
Ireland, former Yugoslavia and 
elsewhere. 

Northern Ireland 
CBE 

Col J R M Hackett. late WFR. 
OBE 

Lt Col R i H Andrews MBE, Int 
Corps; Lt Col R P D Folkes AAC. 

MBE 
Cpl B K Brown RGJ; Maj A U 
Campbell REME; Maj J W Denny 
RRF; Capt W H Eke PWRR; Maj P 
J Oliver RLC; Capt G S Pearce 
BEM, Int Corps: SSgt I W Pur- 
chase REME; Maj R A Sharp, R 
Signals; Maj S F Mck Telfer. RS; 
Maj H 0 Walters. Int Corps. 

MID 
Sgt J 0 Casey AGC(RMP); Tpr P 
Coombs RDG: Pte J T Gorman. 
Hldrs; Cpl J A Hepburn BW; Pte I 

Johnson RLC; Sgt J McCurdy 
AGC(SPS); Cpl J Pickering RDG; 
Sgt P Plowman PWRR. 

Sgt P S Clare, Para; Cpl S E Coles 
RLC; Sgt A J Hawkins QGM. QRL; 
Spr J Hosking RE; LCpl I J Smith 
RE. 

Cpl P M Beardall RE; Lt Col H G R 
Boscawen, Coldm Gds; Sgt P 
Cooper R R W  SSgt R Crook RE: 
Capt R Dickinson RRW; WO2 P M 
Feeney REME; Sgt B J Gill RDG; 
LCpl T A Hobbs. Coldm Gds; Sgt 
A S Knight DWR; WO2 M J Lee 
AGC(SPS); LCpl D Lennon, R 
Irish; Capt A J Liddle DWR; Capt J 
P A Mason. R Irish; Cpl P A 
Moodie RGJ; Capt A D Norris RE; 
CSgt I J Osborne R R W  Sgt W J 
Panerson KOSB Sgt A Pedweli 
PWRR; Maj K M Pods. Hldrs; 
WO2 L Simm. Int Corps; WO2 R J 

a m  

acvs 

Simpson REME; Sgt W J Steen- 
son, R Irish; WO2 S D Taylor, R 
Irish; SSgt S R Webster RE; Sgt G 
M Willis RDG. 

Former Yugoslavia 
CBE 

Brig M A Charlton-Weedy OBE, 
late RA; Brig J C McColl OBE, late 
R Anglian. 

OBE 
Lt Col H L A MacDonald MBE. 
QDG; Lt Col P J Mercer MBE, 
WFR; Lt Col A R E Singer KRH; Lt 
Col T G Williams AGC(ETS). 

MBE 
Capt A J Finnen, Para; Maj P Gill 
RE; WO1 J C McBride RLC. 

Capt combe P G RE. Gilby WFR; Sgt A J Sec- 

Cpl A P Beeton RE; Lt Col J R 
Berry OBE, Int Corps; Maj M J 

acB 

acvs 

BUCS i 
Davis RLC; Capt K E Edmonds 
RAMC; WO2 C A Gallagher, Int 
Corps; Capt E J Hemesley QLR; Lt 
rnl C Hendicott MBE, RE; SS41 -I, I .  

G U^^.. A Hockey, RLC: WO2 Int Corps; A J Maj Hull A AGC 0 G 
I m"=y 
Gen (MPS); J P Sgt'A Kiszely lsherwood MC, late AAC; SG; Maj Spr 

C J Mann RE; Maj P A Pendlebury 
RE; Brig B P Plurnmer, late RWF; 
Lt Col P A Pratiey MBE, R Signals; 
LtColNHRolloRE;SgtMASmith 
QLR; Lt Col C W Tadier RA; Maj A 
B Woods AGC (ETS). 

Miscellaneous 

CSgt M R J Courtnell. Para. 

WO2 C B Matthews RA. 

Lt G I Bradley RA; Capt H A B Holt 
IG; CSgt D M Smith, Coldm Gds; 
Maj R J E Williams. Para. 

9 

MBE 

MiD 

acvs 
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Top shots: Cpl Rlchle Vallanca, Lt Stave Lodge, Cpl JmOn Wheafiey and Cpl Dave Cannon 

show at NISAAM 
CRACK shots from 5 Regiment, Army Air 
Corps based in Northern Ireland cam& 
off a large chunk of the prizes at the 
Province’s Skill-at-Arms meeting. 

A talented five-man team competed in 
the Minor Unit iron sight category, win- 
ning the pistol team championship, the 
team snap, the FIBUA team, the MMTR 
match, the Minor Units RoupeU Cup and 
the rine match. 

Not surprisingly, the airmen - two from 
5 Regiment and three from the unit’s 
REME attachment - were crowned cham- 
pion Minor Unit. 

(REMB), winner of the Northern Ireland 
unit pistol competition. 

Vallance and Wheatley also finished 
second and third in both the FIBUA iron 
sight and the individual Champion at 
Arms, and ranked bigbly in the General 
Officer Commanding’s XII. 

Team captain Lt Steve Lodge AAC com- 
mented “The guys did extremely well and 
worked hard together and as individuals. 
We did not get the chance to practise as a 
full team due to commitments, so it wns 
quite an achievement to win as much as we 
did, esueaallv as we were usmz iron sigfits. 

Individual prizes were awarded to Cpl 
Jason Whatley (REME), who won the 
MMTRiron sight, and Cpl RichieVallance 
i 

“We- all enjoyed the comp&uon &d I 
was very proud to be captain of such an 
excellent team.” 

I Brigade breaks mould 
to 

WHEN Territorial Army troops from 
Northern Ireland-based 107 Brigade 
deployed on a major exercise to Scot- 
land’s west coast, it was the first time in 
33 years rhat it had undertaken such 811 
ambitious project. 

Exercise Eagles Fire involved more 
than 1,600 soldiers, nearly 450 vehi- 
cla, two Chinook helicopters, Scimi- 
tar recce vehicles and the assistance of 
Regular units from England and Scot- 
land as well as cadets. 

The main contingent crossed from 
Lame and Belfast on commercial fer- 
nes to Saanraer and Cairnryan. 
Deploying mops on a l q e  scale was 
the mam aim of the exercise but Brig 
Alasdair Wilson, Commander 107 
Bde, said he was also concerned that 
units should appreaate their role in a 
wider context. 

“Our aim was to train individual 
units but do it in an all-arms environ- 
ment so they could see how other units 
operate, and that has been a tremen- 
dous success,” he said. “It’s vitally 
important and it is something we don’t 
get enough of these days. 

“Each unit is well trained in its indi- 
vidual capabilities and skills, but what 
they don’t see often enough is forma- 
tion exercise at brigade level or even 
above, so we have to take every oppor- 
tunity to get them together. On this 
weekend everyone saw everyone else 
operating and learned from it.” 

Brig Wilson was impressed by his 
troops’ professional attitude and flexi- 
bdity. “They only had about six hours 

I 

1 

I 

I ‘  

in Scotland 

L i 

A soldler from the North Ilish Horse on the edge of an exercise minefield keeps a sharp eye 
out for the enemy durlng Eagles Fire on the west coast of Scotland 

to shake down, but by then all the units 
had knitted together and were working as 
they should. 

“I have to say that for a Regular Army 
brigade going out on exercise for a week 
or two weeks, it would probably take four 
or five days to shake down. These TA 

guys have to do it a lot faster than that.’’ 
Col Mervyn Elder, Deputy Comman- 

der 107 Bde, added that the exercise 
would not have been possible without the 
co-operation of Scottish landowners. “We 
have an excellent relationship with them. 
We very much rely on their goodwill and 

Pte Katherlne Calne, 66 Sqn, 40 Ulst 
Signals Regt, at her post 

appreciate their helpfulness,” he said. 
Cadets from Scotland acted as casus 

ties and came in for much praise. 0 1  
officer commented that they were inval 
able in large-scale exercises. 

Without them 253 Field Ambulan 
and the medics would have struggled 
reap much benefit from the exercir 
Cadets from the Glasgow and Lanar 
shire, Lothian and Borders were amoi 
those taking part. 

I 
F’te Derek Gray, surrounded by colleagues 
from the 3rd Battallon, The Cheshire Regl- 
ment shooting team, was awarded the Best 
Young Soldier title at the Army Skill-at-Arms 

meeting in Llverpool. HIS team went away 
with a cabinet’s worth of Individual and team 
trophies, Including best rlfle team, best light 
machlne-gun team and best overall team. 

LCpl Domlnlc Veal, (A Coy) 3 (V) BW), WE 
member of a mortar detachment 
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Switched-on Alan 
4%. 1 

Poteitiai savings are enor- 
mous, and the baltaty life has 
been considerably extended. 

The MOO Award Group 
wed deWVed that speciel me recognition sugge&on in 

the form of W S  f100. &R 
more than that: they were so 
impressed that they have 
referreci me idea to a higher 
authority fa funher inrssliiga- 
tion. 

So a bigger award wuld now 
be in the offing for Alan, whose 
commanding officer, Li Col 
Charlie h l i .  said ' I1 is 
essential mat we all get Ihe best 
possible use out of Army equip 
ment. to make every penny 

C 

P 

Col John Klrby (fourth M) wlth Yulborwgh Club commlt(ee, club 
and h f l  p . n o n n l  In Jlm Swmnoy's "psn0ll.l" bar 

DURING he two-year l m r e  as 
the Garrison Segeant Major 
Rhine Area Support Unit m Rhein- 
dahlen. ex-WO1 (GSM). now Capt 
Jim Sweeney RA certainiy mada 
his mark 

But he cwid never have 
drenmed that his hard dlorts in 
engineering a much-needed refur- 
bishment within the Ma-ough 
Club Naafi m m p k  would result in 
the bar being m e d  alter himset 

RemgMng the facility's po(en- 
tiai - it is so popular that m ' n g  
personnel travel from as far afield 
as Paderbom and Belgium to 
attend the thm nightly dlsoos 
had Bach week - he sat about the 
task of organising the ntyarnp. 

me resuit. a new ber based on 
an l i i  theme. look five weeks to 
complete. 

Tas~ed with finding a suitable 
name, the dub mmmiaee - aU 
junbr NCOs from the garrison - 
were adamant thal'Sweeney'6" 
was not only apt but, more impor- 
tantly, a mb'ng tribute U) the man 

Best 
bar 
none 3 

Open (learning) 
house in Germany 

. 

ering for all traini Attention, officers 
MEMBERSHIP of the OffiCerS' 
Pensions Society (OPS). standing 
a s,W. is open to all retired offi- 
cers and of husbands the Armed of Forces. Serving wtve  and 

retired OfAOers, and ofllcers' widows, 
and widowsrs and dependants. 

Offlcmonthe m e  Liareach- 
ing Me age of 50, in the last three 
years redundancy of service. may also or be warned admitted. for 

M e  to Membership Secretaw 
me South Officers' Lambeth Pensions Road, Society, Vauxhall. 68, 

London SW8 1RL ~ l e l 0 1 7 1  820 
9988, fax m48. 

1s 

I 
Coma an In: Capl Ykhdla Cluidge, Mal Holen Wildman and 2nd Lt 
Kelly Holloway say ~wlooma to 34 AEC open Day i '  

i I I Expect a fire-filled finish at Earls Court1 1 r 
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iult (a 6-1 defeat for the A m  men) 

I gainst the Household Cavalry Mounted 
Iegiment in London. 
Earlier, the youngstem had been shown 

iund the HCMR'Hyde Park barracks as 
art of a campaign by the regiment, which 
as wntten to all London football clubs with 
1% suggestion that those young men who 
ign, but do not make the professional league 
rade, might consider an Army career 
istead. 
Whether or not the QPR youth team con- 

rined any potentiei mounted trooper only 
me will tell, but those helping them to enjoy 
ie day included CoH Paul Pattarnotte, LG 
iottom right), scorer of the single HCMR 
oai, LCpl Phll Lythe, LG (above him) and, to 

his left, Tpr Rob Ingham, also LG. - 
L 

a Cornr P 

~ 

Getting a pat on the back from the Com- 
mandant of the Army Training Regiment 
Winchester were these Phase 1 training 
recruits, who acted swiftly when they wit- 

nessed a serious road traffic accident as 
they were taking part in a navigation training 
exercise in the area. 

All members of the Adjutant General's 

Corps, the women (lea to right Rcts Dance, 
Hockrell. Graham, Goode and Kelleher) 
took charge of the incident, treated a casu- 
ady and directed tralfic to avoid further 
oanger. Their conduct was commended to 
the commandant by LCpl Simon Horkin. 
a military clerk at Worthy Down's School 
of Employment Training. 

r 

of all five bands in me HousehM Division this 
year went to flute player Mus D a m  Hardy. 
Coldm Gds, who was Bccepted into the regi- 
ment's band only last year. With him are Mus 
k i d  wan, Irish Guards (left), runner-up to 
him for the lW7 Musician of the Year, and 
third-placed Mus Geoffrev Baxter. also 
Cohim Gds. 

Equally delighted with the award he 
received was Dmr mnefh Harkness, F 
coy, Scots Guards (inset). who can W d Y  
claim that perseverance pays. He won 
the Silver Bugk, competition, for the 
best bugler in the Household Division, 
aftertrying unsuccessfullysinca 199% A 

A 

It's a case of "like 
father, like son" at 
Hull Army Careers 7 
Information Office as 
recruiting officer Capt 
Rlp Wllson signs up his o 
spring, Leevy, who was destined for W&ngVdwil. .. ,... . .. .. 
Royal Signals. 

And, at the formation parade of 254 Provost Company (Vol- 
unteers) in Holywood, County Down (inset), it was more a 
case of "like father, like daughter as LCpl Michelle Cameron 
was pictured with dad, Capt Peter Hunt (the company's 
PSAO) and husband LCpl Derek Cameron. 

I i  iir m a u s l e i r a n e ~ i c ~  -a BUI 
,me treat to mcylc hii retkemertl 
Although he had new flown i 

i helicopter before. the Rev 
ones, Assistant Chaplain Gen- 

eral for York-based 2nd Division, 
accompanied the crew on a train- 
aia fliaht 

LCpl Cralg Howe, Infantry Recruiting Team, 
demonstrates a Milan to Gurkha recruits at 

visit gave the young soldiers theoppomnity to 
handle and inspect weapons from both the 

s '- 

Church Crwkham, Hampshire. The team's 

British and overseas armies. 

E 

- $ 

f 

f 

,- ,  ... 2ew. rn - I ,  

15 - 1  



CO u n t r v:j 
mractic 

Editor who scooped world 

i 
I\ 
lj 

II -4  veiry civilised IL I  
n ilm mhII 

I port: Chrls Klnsvrllbneyne 
:tures: Terry Champion 



IT WAS of course only an exer&?, but the 
notional threat of air attack on the north 
western isles of Scotland tested thel6th 
Regiment, Royal Artillery, BP it had new 
been tested before. 

Exercise Spring Challenge, the deploy- 
ment to Benbecula and Uist, which lasted 

oughout April, was designed to be a 
listic mal for the gunners’ latest 

weapon, Rapier Field Standard C (FSC). 
The state-of-the-art air defence system had 
not previously been tested in the fi.d 
the gunners, experienced on 
simulators, were looking forwarc 

ds on the real thin 
however, they ha( 

I get to the Hebrides, wth 
rather a lot of kit; not only the 
keshly camouflaged new missile 
their mobile workshops, supplies 
ofthe ’80s-vintage Tracked Rapii 
equip two of the four batteries. 

Beeause this was to be a regimental scale 
deployment, played out against a scenario 
of inaeasing tension and eventual war, the 
gunners had to do it using their own vehi- 
cles, on public roads and ferries. 

“It may sound like just going on exer- 
cise,” said Lt Col Nigel Philpott, 16 Regi- 
ment’s commanding officer, t k m  his 
headqmers on Benbecula, “but it was in 
itselfa very realistic aspect of the operation. 
In war we might well have to deploy inde- 

w we know we can do that.” 

A Tracked Rapler craw from 18 Reglmei 
by the more sophlstlcated Fleld Standai 

I Y 

I 
- 

:uIa with the old mlaslla system now belng replaced I 

I s 

raver 
The deployment took 

loss than a week, and only 
the vagaries of the Western U” Y C n  “J’ 

Isles’ climate briefly threat- d, while wa 
ened its smooth comple- er launch f: 
tion. The Hebridean ferry concrete bunker on the 
had been loaded with vehi- missile range, “is a 
cles for one of the many quantum leap in capa- 
crossings when it was sud- bility. Other Rapier sys- 
denly hit by force ten tems were evolutionary, 
winds. but this is revolution- 

ary.” 
At first glance, it 

appears that the 
l Iw arlv’ng a new system, based on three 
che.” Gnr Melanle lorry-towed milers, 

must sacrifice the 
the Rapler Field Standard C mobility Of Tracked 

I- ,.assing, Rapier, but, according 
nception, the only one to to Maj Hacon, that is not a majoi 
d, became violently seasick. concern. 

When the ferry reached Benbecula, he was “Any tactical batrlefield 
not in a fit state to help drive the vehicles mobility that we may lose by 
ashore. abandodhg tracks for wheels is 

It could be said that 16 Regt went from more than made up for hy the 
road test to missile-fest. Within days of other abilities ofthis new kit.” 
arrival on Benbecula, the Rapier units So how revolutionary is FSC? 
began an intensive series of launches, sim- Very. It can track up to 30 dis- 
dating the consolidation and exerase tant targets, and prioritise them 
phase that precede an actual out- for desauction. Then, using 
break of ho 

irkers Burn was the first 
shore. soldier to 

on Bentmcu 
novements c *rd C 

ring it back on the - Eve :Mills’s grin, aim< 
: a&p: ssile,slippedatth 

LAST FIRING 
No fewer than 156 missiles were fired 

from both FSC and tracked Rapier, for 
which (barring same unexpected crisisj it 
was the weapon’s last 5ring. 

The regiment’s ZiC, Maj Tony Hacon, 
said he would be sorry to say goodbye to - acked Rapier - =a good old war-horse”. 

'.merit, making us the most expen- 

it because FSC is simply a world 
beater. 

“Mind you,” added the colonel, 
“it’s quite awesome being tasked to 
take it on the road.” 
-- ~~~~~ - 
mar  sha glows1 Brig Mark Douglas-Withers, Dlrector RA, watches a Rapier FSC mlsalla track R I  I 
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le owe a lot to 
iur soldiers who 

fight for us... I 

I 

...g uarding our freedom and protecting our 
children's future. Some fall on hard times. 
We need your help to help them. 

A donation, a covenant, a legacy or through 
the Payroll Giving Scheme to 

The Army Benevolent Fund wil l help soldiers, 
ex-soldiers and their families in need. _ - - - -  ------- 

To:Th.lmy 8.- Fund 0.Pt. SOL 41 h n ' s  011.. London W l 6 M  
WB0~..101t.th.iddi~nwhotav0ht*~ hardk rou rhasdom andour I lutun and oontinue to pmte  us. I would Ikke to makethis contribution to  
help those of them who a n  m need. 
1 ~"EIDM a donnion 01 Cl0 0 C15 0 €25 0 Other C 
Plaaaa d l q e  rnyAcc.(UNisslCharitCard No. 

, 

I 
I I wirr M 

I 0 P I - d  mdu~honmaUngl l .olwor 

0 Ph.u..ndm.-~ml~urp~anahowlngr,p bidpu I ~Tcda/rAmv. lenr louf  

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT M E  
COMMEMOMTIVE MEDALS 
AVAILABLE FOR 

*NATIONAL SERVlCE 
*SUEZ (CANAL ZONE) 
*NORMANDY CAMPAIGN 
.ARCTIC CAMPAIGN 
.PRISONERS OF WAR 
*BOMBER COMMAND W.WII 
.RESTOMTION OF PEACE 1945 

+*&TA G.C. 5Olh ANNIV. d' 

DO YOU KNOW THAT EACH MEDAL 
BENEFITS THE RELEVANT CHARIN 
OR ASSOCIATION (EXCEPT tl 

DO YOU KNOW FOR EXAMPLE. 
THAT THE POPPY APPEAL HAS 
RECEIVED Ei72,WO TO DATE FROM 
THE NATIONAL SERVICE MEDAL? 

W YOU KNOW THAT APPUCATION 
FORMS AND DETAILS OF THESE MEOALS 
ARE AVAILABLE BY CONTACTING 

AWARD PRODUCTIONS LTD. 
P.0.BOX 30, HASLEMERE, SURREY, U.K. GU26 BUT 

TELEPHONE: 0142&607267 FACSIMILE 01428 605672 

I Militarv Liverv and Civilian Tailors I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
L 

request. Ring (01 727) 841 321 
FOX (01 727) 831462 or write for detoils to: 

220 Hatfidd Rood, St Albons, Hem A11 4LW 
.............................................. 

Address ............................................................... 
.............................. 

................ le1 ..... 
Please stale your particular requirements below: 

............................................................................. ---- - - -- - ------ 

IN a simple, dramatic, and,colourful celebra- 
tion before an invited audknce of 10,OOO 
between 6 pm and sunset on June 30, Britain 
wlll mark the end of Its 156-year sovereignty 
over Hong Kong. 

By one second past midnight on July 1, 
the People's Republic of China will have 
accepted the handover In a separate cere- 
mony in the nearby waterfront conventi 

ried across the harbour to Kal Tak airpoR 
Soon the Prince of Wales, representing 

the Queen; the outgolng Governor, Chrls 
Patten; and others includlng the remaining 
officers, men and women of the British Mill- 
tary Garrison, will also have left by sea and 
air. 

In a serles of thrN special sections start- 

B This story by Lynne Shlels, JSPRS Hong Kong. 
Other m t l ~ l ~ s  in lhis spafial M u m  wen 
IyTluen by Chds H 

. . .  . .-".:, . ,  . .  
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Significant dates in the herime of the British Garrison 
1841: British flag first raised 
on Hong Kong at 0815 on 
January 28, providing secure 
base for trading with South 
China merchants. Maj Gen 
Charles D’Aguilar the first 
GOC. 

1842 Treaty of Nanking. End 
of first Opium War. Hong 
Kong ceded to Britlsh in per- 
petuity and confirmed as free 
port. 

1854: Royai Hong Kong Reg- 
iment (The Volunteers) 
formed when Crimean War 
cuts British military presence 
in Hong Kong. 

1857: Raising of Canton 
Commissariat Corps to pro- 
vide logistic support for 
British Expeditionary Force 
during Second China War: 
first recorded employment of 
Hong Kong Chinese by 
British Army. 

1880 Britain acquires 
Kowioon and Stonecutters 
island. 

1878: Disbanded Volunteers 
raised again as the Artillery 
Volunteers. 

1880 Hong Kong Chinese 
serve with Regular British 
Army unit for first time in 
newly-raised 40 Fortress 
Company RE. 

1894: Hong Kong awards 
medal to men of Shropshire 
Light Infantry, Royai Engi- 
neers and RN. plus nurses 
and civilians, after plague. 

1898: China leases NBW Ter- 
ritories and 235 islands to 
Britain for g9 years. 

1911: Manchu Dynasty over- 
thrown and Chinese republic 
established. Thousands seek 
refuge in Hong Kong 

1937: Sino-Japanese War: 
hundreds of thousands more 
Chinese refugees. Britain 
begins strengthening defen- 
ces. Hong Kong Chinese 
start training as Regular 
troops in 22 Company RE. 

1941: October: Hong Kong 
Chinese Regiment formed. 
December 8: Japanese 
bomb Hong Kong. Up to 
15,000 ground forces dis- 
lodge British and Canadian 
troops from Kawloon and 
New Territories. December 
18-19 Japanese invade 
Hong Kong island after 
British refuse to surrender. 
Christmas Day: Survivors of 
vastly outnumbered muiti- 

22 

national garrison surrender 
and are bMally treated, 
including rape and murder of 
Stanley nursing sisters. 
Occupying Japanese forcibly 
repatriate three-quarters of 
Chinese population. Later, 
140 escaped Hong Kong Chi- 
nese form HK Volunteer 
Company and take part in 
Burma campaign. 

1945 August 14: uncondi- 
tional surrender of Japan. 
August 30: Hong Kong iiber- 
ated. 

1946: HKVC returns to Hong 
Kong to join HK Pioneer 
Company. 

1948: Hong Kong Chinese 
Training Unit formed. 

1949 Communist victory in 
Chinese civil war, which has 
caused further huge influx of 
refugees, continuing into 
1950s and 1960s. New 
labour and money, plus iiber- 
al tax policies. result in em- 
nomic boom. 

I 

The bubon ic  p lague 
medal awarde4 to Brltish 
by Hong Kong In 1894 

1962 Borders closed to Chi- 
nese refugees. HKCTU 
becomes Hong Kong Military 
Service Corps, allowing HK 
Chinese soldiers to pursue 
full career in British Army. 

1967: Communist-inspired 
riots threaten political stability 
of colony. Garrison sets up 
programme to get young 
people into the countryside at 
weekends, now an erwr- 
mously popular pastime. 

1971: British withdrawal from 
Singapore: Hong Kong 
becomes organisational 
centre for the Gurkhas, who 
had fought with the British 
Army since the early lBOOs, 
and in every major conflict 
this century. Three battalions 
- Engineers, Signals and 
Transport Regiment - based 
in Hona Kona: a battalion 
each bked 6 Brunei and 
England. 

Mid-1970s: Increasing flow 
of refugees from mainland as 
well as “boat people” from 
Vietnam. 

1975: The 41st Mule Unit, 
last animal transport unit in 
British Army, disbands in 
Hong Kong. 

1984: Sino-Britiih agreement 
for Hong Kong to revert to 
China as spacial administra- 
tive region in 1997. 

1988: Defence Costs Agree- 
ment: 65 par cent of garrison 
cost bome by Hong Kong 
Government, rest by British. 

1989: Tananmen Square 
massacre in Beijing follows 
democracy protests. Sympa. 
thy marches in Hong Kong 

1992 Army hands over 
border patrols to Hong Kong 
Police. 

1984: Hong Kong Garrison 
reduced from 9,500 to 3,250. 
1st Battalion The Black 
Watch, last accompanied UK 
infantry battalion, departs. 

Royal Hong Kong Regiment 
(The Volunteers) disbands. 

1096: Final phased rundown 
begins. British families with 
schooiage children go 
home. November: 1st bttal- 
ion Royal Gurkha Rifles. 
Gurkhas’ last accompanied 
tour, leaves for UK. Decem- 
ber: Disbandments of Hong 
Kong Military Service Corps, 
67 Gurkha lndep Fd Sqn 
OBE, 50 HK Wksp REME. 
RAF Sek Kono closes. Mai 

1995 September 3: The 

Gen Bryan D&on become; j 
first CBF Hong Kong to visit ~ 

mainland China since Com- ; 
munist takeover in 1949 ~ 

when he calls on the PLA’s ~ 

future Hong Kong garrison ~ 

commander, Maj Gen Liu 1 
Zhenwu, who later makes : 
return visit to Hong Kong. ~ 

1997: 1 BW take over from 1 1 
Staffs as last British infantry ~ 

battalion in Hong Kong. 
March: remaining British fam- j 
iiies withdraw. April: HM5 ! 
Tamar, symbol of 158-year ; 
naval presence, decommis- 1 
sioned at S t o h r s  I 
island. PLA advance party : 
arrives. May: Garrison 
strength fails to about 1,500. 
Osborn Barracks, Kowloon, : 
closes. June 30 farewell j 
parade; final withdrawal. : 
July-September: rear party I 
established in UK at Perma- ! 
nent Joint Headquarters, 1 
Northwood. 
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ARTHUR GOMES is  proud of  the  group 
h e  has brought together in the  pleasant sur- 
roundings of the vast YMCA, a building 
which competes with Kowloon’s h e s t  
hotels in nearby Nathan Street. 

Hal f  a century ago h e  marched this way, 
in despair, to begin nearly four years of 
captivity. 

The 30 or so elderly men in the room, 
accompanied by wives and children, are all 
members of  the  Hong Kong Prisoners of  
War Association - all were captured by the  
Japanese during the  Second World War. 

Now a deceptively young 79, Arthur 
says they have come &om Australia, Amer- 
ica and the  United Kingdom. T h e  occasion 
i s  a reunion timed to coincide with Hong 
Kong’s h a l  Remembrance Sunday 
parade, presided over for the  last t ime  by a 
British governor. t 

A corporal in the Hong Kong Volunteers 
when the Japanese ovenvhelmed the regi- 
ment on Christmas Day 1941, Arrhur 
believes h i s  association will survive the 
change of  sovereignty. 

“We feel that  we wil l  continue because 
we haven’t got a name that annoys them 
[the Chinese authorities]. I t i s  my intention 
that we will try and observe Remembrance 
Day here in fu ture  years, if possible on the  
1 lth day of  the 1 lth month.” 

Arthur, who lives in Kowloon, was with 
18 Platoon, No 5 Company when the  Vol- 
unteers went on exercise in December 55 
years ago. They were under canvas at Kong 
Hill, not far from the  site of the  modern 
Jockey Club, when trucks arrived in the 
middle o f  the night. New guns, still packed 
in grease, were hastily unloaded. 

That was a sure s i g n  the  situation was 

in 

while In captivity. It inciudes photographs 
of Japanese guards snapped secretly on a 
camera smuggled into the camp 

serious. . . the company’s exercise weapons 
had no h g  pins. There was enough 
ammunition for just five belts a gun. 

“The order to surrender came by tele- 
phone from Command HQ to us at our pill 
box whch covered the approaches to the 
Kennedy crossroads,” Arthur recalls. “It 
was Christmas afternoon, about 4 o’clock. 

“We were duected to proceed to St 
John’s Place in Garden Road, where the 
present American Consulate bruldmg now 
stands, and there to await funher orders 
from the Japanese.” 

T h e  Volunteers were marched along 
Nathan Road to Sham Shui PO Camp, a 
British Army barracks occupied by soldiers 
of the Middlesex Regiment. It had been 
looted and vandalised by the invaders. 

It was to be their  prison for the next 
three years and eight months as the Japan- 
ese used them as forced labour. T h e  hill on 
which the Walled City was built, near the 

site o f  what i s  now Ka i  Tak airport, was 
t o m  away rock by rock and dumped in the 
harbour. Many were taken away to work in 
the coal mines of northern Japan. 

A strong relationship had developed 
between the  Volunteers and the  Middlesex 
Regiment as both had machine-gun com- 
panies. Middlesex officers and insmctors 
were attached to the Volunteers before the  
war during their training camps in the hills 
of Fanling near the  Colony’s border in the 
New Territories, just a few miles from the 
Japanese positions. 

It was a fellowship which continued in 
the prison camp. Ron Anderson, Middle- 
sex Regiment, and Arthur Gomes were the 
librarians of  the  Sham Shui PO camp when 
they were not out with working parties. 

Arthur still remembers the  strength of 
RSM Fred Jones of the East Surreys. “He 
kept all our morale up . . . a real pillar of  
suength.“ 

Captivity ended on August 16, 1945, 
when working parties returned from town 
with news that the  war had been won. 
When their  Japanese guards were confront- 
e d  with a newspaper trumpeting details o f  
Japan’s surrender, they admitted it was 
over. Two days later the  Union Flag was 
flying once more in Hong Kong and the 
PoWs were marching through the streets in 
a victory parade. 

O f  those who survived the  hard labour, 
starvation rations and rhe incessant beat- 
ings, 450 remain in touch through Arthur’s 
association. They have raised a permanent 
memorial to those they lost on the  site o f  
Sham Shui PO camp. 

I t  lies in the children’s playground in 
Kowloon public park. 

Old memories 
of a port of 
fragrance 

~ Garrison troops and echoes of Empire; 
~ trooping at Staniey, walls battle-marked still. 
Victoria’s Murray Barracks and the pomp of 
Fiagstafl and Govern- - 
or’s House guard- 
mounting. 
Rumours of reinforce 
ment as the dragon 
stirred. 
New Territories now 
and the old stables at 
Fan Ling, our biilet of 
concrete and vermin. - 
TaiPo. MaiPo, SanWai, Alkl 
LoWoo, Sacred Hill and 
more. ShaTaukok to LokMaChau and 
TokaLing in the rain. 
Ringworm. prickly heat, dysentery, bites and 
parasites. 
Sometime weekend relief at the welcoming 
Fleet Club. 
Concern for exmtriates in Shanahai and - 
lentsin. 
Operation Seaiion. in and out with the tides. 
HM Cruisers Sussex, London and Belfast, 
each absorbing, in their turn, the regiment. 
Heavilyencumbered, would we fit? Would we 
go? Not for us the full journey. but the 
matelots went. 
Forty-two dead and more than that wounded. 
To St John’s Cathedral on Friday, April 29: “A 
service to the memory of those who lost their 
lives In the Yangtse River on April 20-21. 
1941 from HM Ships London, Consort and 
Amethyst” The Yangtse Incident was over and the dead 

eulogised. i remember them still. - Cpl 
Donald Alkinaon, lot Buffs, Hong Kong 
1948-49. 

Life was like that 
the early morning sound of the bugler as he 
blew Reveille. . . beautiful sunrises and the 
smeliofsmokefromthe 
fires in the cookhouse. 

Weekly marches 
across flooded paddy 
fields to spsnd hours 
strengthening the D 
Company gun pits on 
the hillside overlooking 
the road pass to Sek 
Kong airfield. 

RSM’s Saturday 
morning drill parades on the dusty airstrip, 
and the laughs directed at our CSM, who, 
while taking a full company drill parade, dis- 
appeared down an open inspection pit. 

A week manning an OP at Lok Ma Chau on 
the Chinese border. That was life in an 
infantry battalion in Hong Kong. - LCpl Don 
Brlolow, 1st Battalion, The Wllbhlre Regl- 

New Terrlt 952-5 I’~ -~~~~I 
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1 THE DEFENDERS 

Battlefield tourists on 
the Gin Drinkers’ Line 
REGENT STREET, Oxford Street, The 
Strand . . . an exploration of the defensive 
tunnels of the Shing Mun Redoubt in Hong 
Kong’s New Territories is like a large-scale 
game of Monopoly. 

With the game’s capitalist connotations, 
there is a certain irony as the handover of 
Hong Kong to the Chinese approaches. 

Soldiers of the 1st Battalion the Middle- 
sex Regiment named the tunnels after 
London thoroughfares to remind them of 
home as the defences were prepared 
against the Japanese threat in the mid-to- 
late 1930s. 

The dark, dank, muddy passages were 
part of a range of installations along the 
18km “Gin Drinkers’ Line”, a reminder of 
the between-wars lifestyle in the colony. 

Fifty-five years after the actual invasion. 
the tunnels are the object of fascination by 
battlefield tourists and weekend walkers 
alike in what is now countryside parkland. 

These and hundreds of other concrete 
reminders of the colony’s static defences - 
pillboxes, bunkers, searchlight positions 
and buildings which survived - are still to 
be found in strategic positions all over the 
mainland and islands of Hong Kong. 

British, Canadian, Chinese, and Indian 

A 
A 

One of the poignant headstones in Stan- 
ley Military Cemetery. Many soldiers and 
civilians died in captivity: others sur- 
vived inhuman treatment 

* ’,. 
cans and Portuguese -0s . ,- 
until the Christmas Day surrender in 1941 
Volunteers, gallantly defended the colony 

mis nay to the palace: capt Sarah wood 
RMPM, points out U1 intriguing inscrlptlon left 
by homesick Mlddteclex Regiment soidlers on a 
tunnel In the Shlng Mun Redoubt. Sarah, a 

sands more perished in captivity. 

WHEN the Japanese Imperial Army of a Royal Artillery anti-aircraft repiment, 
attacked Hong Kong just before Cbrisunas the Hong Kong and Singapore Volunteers, 
1941, the island’s main defences consisted two coastal defence artillery regiments, two 
of a ring of 85 concrfte pill-boxes manned companies of Royal Engineers, and a com- 
by the machine-gunners of the 1st Battalion, pany of Chinese sappers. 
The Middlesex Regiment. The attack on Hong Kong island itself 

Maj (Retd) Frank Waldron remembers it began on December 12, when pill-boxes 
vividly. A sergeant with Z Company, he was manned by Z Coy were heady shelled and 
at Leighton Hill in the north- bombed. 

“When the Japanese 
arrived they knew where the 
pill-boxes were, and as we had 
no air or sea forces we were 
bombarded by their artillery 
fire and gradually knocked out, 
one by one, as they went round 
the island,” said Maj Waldmn. 

Despite heroic resistance, 
the Japanese had snrrounded 
the defendm by Christmas 
eve. At dawn the next day the 
end was in sight: the garrison 

almost wnt+ous action. 

west of the island, from where 
he and his men were pushed 
back through Wan& into the 
centre of Hong Kong. 

“The Japanese came on to 
the Kowloon side first, where 
the 2nd Battalion, The Royal 
Scots were, and attacked and 
gradually overcame them. In 
the meantime they were also 
landing from the sea at Lye 
MUn.” 

The Japanese launched their 
initial attack from the main- was exhausted by 16 days of 
land, and for three days 
(December 8-1 1) there was heavy fighting At 1523 hours Maj Gen C M Maltby 
along the main defence line aaosa the MC, the General Officer Commanding, 
Kowlwn peninsula. called a halt and ordered Lt Col H W M 

Defending the @son with the two Reg- “Monkey” Stewart, CO 1 Middlesex, “to 
ular British battalions were two bad ions  of proceed with a white flag” to the Japanese 
Indian infantry (5/7th Rajput Regiment and headquarters. 
2/14th Punjab Regiment), two Canadian “The surrender came on December 25 
infantry battalions (the Royal Rifles from when the general said we couldn’t go on any 
Quebec and the Winnipeg Geenadiers), part longer,” recalled Maj Waldron. 
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mal(Ra~FmkWaldron 

He remembers Hong Kong of the time as 
having almost no tall buildings. “It was a 
little island with the normal oriental hops. 

“For nearly all our time there we were sta- 
tioned in Kowloon, over on the China side, 
living in wooden huts.” 

He remembers there were only two big 
buildings in Kowloon, one the Peninsula 
Hotel on the waterfront. “Otherwise it was 
real country life in the New Territories, 
where the Chinese lived in their huts beside 
the road.” 

The 1st Middlesex. a machine-eun bat- 
talion, had been in Hong Kong since August 
1937, when it was rushed in from Singapore 
as trouble brewed. It spent the next three 
vears on the border, keeulna out the Chinese . _ _  
communists. 
Young Waldrun and his colleames loved 

it. As the “ o m e a s  battalion” k e y  were 
expec&g to spend up to 20 years stationed 
abroad. After Egypt and then Singapore, 
Hong Kong Garrison was an exciting place 
to be. 

*It was a homely son of place then, and 
we got to know it inside out. A lot of Chinese 
people lived on the streets. 

“There wasn’t much transport, so we had 
to march into the New Territories for a 
month or so at a time.” 
Star Femes gave the Kowlwn-based bat- 

talion ready access to the island during off- 
duty hours. 

-member of the Joint Sewiaes Publlc Reletlons 
team in nong now, was Sofdkr’s guldo on a 
tour of Mew Twitorlea and Hong Kong Isfanu 
benlstleld siMl 

r 

Ironically, on December 29, 1941, the 
survivors of the 1st Battalion were marched 
by the Japanese to Sham Shui PO Camp in 
Kowloon, where they had been based in 
wooden huts at Nanking Barracks. 

Of the 36 Middlesex officers serving on 
December 8, ten were dead, four wounded 
and two missing. Of 728 other ranks, 94 had 
been killed, 110 wounded and 25 were unac- 
counted. Japanese losses were put at 4,000 
killed and 9,000 wounded. 

A high price had been paid for Hong 

1 K y e  remnants of the 1st Battalion 
remamed at Sham Shui PO until September 1 1942, when a draft of 1,800 prisoners was 
shipped to Japan to work on the docks. 
Those selected included Royal Scots and 
360 Middlesex soldiers. 

Three days out of Hong Kong, the Lirbon 
Maru, a two-funnel 10,000-tonner, was tor- 
pedoed by the Americans. The Japanese 
dosed the holds on their prisoners. 

They were left in the dark for more than 
24 hours, without food, water or toilet facili- 
ties. Many of the PoWs were weak and in 
poor health, suEering from dysentery, 
beriberi and pellagra. Eventually, led by Lt 
Col S t e m ,  they cut through the tarpaidin 
covering the hold and, under fire ftomJapan- 
ese guards, rushed out of the stinking, suEo- 
cating black hole. 

Sgt Wsldron was picked out of the water 

’ 

Many plllboxcu ramsin ea grlm remindsrs of 

Wong N d  Chong Gap, defended by the whr- 
nlpeg Gmnadien and Hong Kong Volun- 
taen. Nearby Brig J K Lemon, Royal 
Canadian Regiment, became the hlgheat- 
ranking casualty in the M e  for Hong Kong 
when he died In a “shootout” In the open 
with Japanese troops who surrounded his 
headquarters. All his staft and Royal Scots 
reinforcements a160 d id  

by a Japanese navy launch and spent the rest 
of the war labouring at the docks in &he, 
Japan. But that’s another story . . . 

The Middlesex lost 132 drowned out ol 
their draft of 350. 
Lt Col Stewart, his health broken by his 

efforts to protect his men, died in Kobe. Sgt 
Waldron survived the war and rejoined his 
regiment. He retired in 1967 as a major and 
now, in his eighties, lives near Canterbury. 

the dark but hMoic days of 1941. This one, et 
Jardlne’a Lookout, overlooks the Strategk 

I Staging post 
to Korea 
Our draft of Durham hght Infantry National 
Servicemen en route for Korea arrived, with a 
buzz of excitement, in Hong Kong in Septem 
ber 1952 on the troopship Empire OnveH 

We were due for a short stay anached to 
the 1st Battalion. The 
Royal Ulster Rifles at 
Fanllno in the New Ter- 

I 
ritorlei during which 
tlme we were intm- 
duced to the sounds 
and smells of the East, 
a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. 

Our dmfl included a 
Vo r k s h I r e m  a n  , 
Norman Collinson. AIbertOw.n 

who should rmt have been there Tni6 was 
pocned JP by an orderly clerk in the Ulslers, 
so he had to return home in time for Chnst- 
mas When we left Hong Kong in the Dacem- 
oer the atmosphsre was completely different 
to our arrival Everyone was thinning about 
wnat lay anead of us - ph A I M  Owen, 
1st Battollon, The Durham Llght Intantry 

Brigade against 
the Communists 
In May 1949 I was serving in me UK as a 
w a i n  on me staH of HO 27 Independent 
Infantry Bngade Group when we were 
ordereo to the Colony to defend It against 
Chinese Communists who were advancing 
south, hamng bonled up HMS Amerhysr on 
the Vanglse River 

We had to carry side arms when going to 
the remoter parts d 
the New Terntories I 
10 deter bandits 

summ,t of Castle Peak 
ana watching the 
Communist forces 
snell. in turn. the 
Nalionalist islands 
around dong Kong 
and then occupy them 
The Nationalisls ien 
from one sloe as me Communists 
approached trom the other 

I was playing golf at Fan Ling when Nation 
alist lighter wmbers passed overhead and 
strafed Communist supply dumps over the 
border a1 Lo Wu They had flown from For- 
mosa 

Alter the bngada returned to Hong Kong 
tmm Korea in May 1951 we sfood wethin a 
yard of a Commmst soider nt the Ironher 
stone in Sha Tau KO* Had we SI 11 been in 
Korea, we woula have shot each otner - Lt 

m 
I recall s ning on 

I 
“‘-8 I 



FIGURES.. 
MOST of the initial 1O.ooO-slrong Hong Kc 
garrison, including logistic support, is expect- 
ed to iw based across the border in the Chi- 
nese city of Shenzhen and elsewhere m *a 
Special Ecawmic Zone. 

THE GARRISON will have %e best Of Every- 
thing” in new k t  - aircraft, vehicles, ships, 
catamaran ferries, rifle, uniforms. 

IT W I U  be e q u l m  with a dozen or so 2-9 
helicopters based (believed to be “reverse- 
engineered“) on the French Dauphin. 

ITS inventay includes a dozen of Chine’s 
most modem F-82 fixed-wing aircraft, expect- 
ed to be bawd permanently near Guangzhou 
for area defence. 

ITS two infantry regiments, minus artillery 
support, have been accorded the status of a 
brigade. 

THE GARRISON will be commanded by five 
major-generals. led by Maj Gen Uu Zhenwu, 
former commander of 42 Group Army. Three 
of them were promoted late lest year. 

THE mejor-generals include two POliiCal M 
missars, whose responsibilities iffilude wel- 
fare and postings. 

LEADER of the HOng Kong advance party, 
Maj Gen Zhou Bor&g, who 
was a late mruk to the PM at 
the age of 28, spent a year at 
the Royal College of Defence 
Studies in London in 1988. 

SOLDIERS and junior offimrs, 
who have all spent at least a 
year  in the PIA, will salve in 
Hong Kong on three- or four- 
month roulements before going 
back to be ‘spiritually purified.” 

THE recently-built headquar- 
ters and barracks in Shenzhen 
are state-of-the-ail by Chinese 
standards but Spartan by ours. 

WARSHIPS, including guided 
missile patrol craft of a new 
class, will be rotated between 
the custom-built new base in 
Hong Kong and Shantu, a main 
port 200 km to the north-east. 

THE Chinese have said the gar- 
rison will not be bigpr than the 
British garrison (which wes 
20,000 strong after the Semnd 
World War, but 10,000 in recent 
Y a m )  
ALL solders (as opposed to 
officers) in Hong Kong will be 
”Sated“ - they will not be 
allowed out of barracks except 
parties, either on duty or for rec 
MI- 

China‘s elite garrison - fashioned on ours. 9 
WILL. IT BE “no change”.when the Chi- 
nese People’s Liberation Army takes over 
from the British Garrison at midnight on 
June 30? 

China’s “new model” army - the elite 
brigade which will replace the British 
forces after 156 years - seems anxious to 
make a good impression on the world and 
buff-up the image tarnished by Tiananmen 
Square in 1989. 

And it is being given such a painstaking- 
ly detailed handover by the outgoing 
British forces that some believe the new 
garrison will be run on very similar lines to 
the one it is replacing. 

The men, specially selected for height 
and looks from a conscript army of more 
than three million, will have new uniforms, 
a new badge featuring Hong Kong’s 
bohinia flower, and “state-of-the-art” 
equipment - in Chinese terms -including a 
new rifle. 

Since the unarmed advance party of 40, 
led bv Mai Gen Zhou Borona, arrived on . .  

April Zi~@oosted to 
almost 200 by May 
30), there have been 
regular meetings 
with the British to 
ease the process of 
transferring respon- 
sibility for the 
defence of Hong 
Kong. It is the cul- 
mination of a “get- 
ting-to-know-you” 
process which start- 
ed in 1994. 

“I genuinely be- 
lieve they want to get 
it right,” the Com- 
mander British For- 
ces, Maj Gen Bryan 
Dutton, told Soldier. 
“We have been brief- 
ing them now for 
two-and-a-half years 
on every detail of our 
life here - our rela- 
tionship with the law 
and with the Hong 
Kong Government, 
with the police, our 

Gurkha Cemetery. logistics training, 
our operational role, 

how we control maritime and air space - 
even how we deal with the Press. 

“We have briefed them on how we deal 
with elements of Hong Kong life; every- 
thing from sport to our support of Hong 
Kong charities; our disaster relief roles - 
every single aspect of our life here. 

“We have briefed and briefed . . . We 

bw-r. 

WITH the 15th Paw Congress planned 
October following the death of Deng Xiaop 
all eyes are expected to be on the succes~ UI 

the Hong Kong handover. 
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TO smooth the handover to the PLA, tne srnisn 
have been brlellng the Chlnese on all aspects 01 
mllltary life In Hong Kong - Including how to 
deal with the press. Shortly after leading the 
firs t  advance p a w  into the Prlnce of Wales Bar. 

have taken them around the barracks, they 
have opened every manhole cover there is. 
They know exactly what they are getting 
and they know exactly how we work. 

“To a large extent their future garrison 
mimics ours in terms of its organisation 
and much else. They are aware that the 

racks on April 21, Mal Gen mF ou orong, who 
spent a year at the Royal College of Defence 
Studies In London, faces the media throng. On 
the left is the last Commander British Forces 
Hong Kong, Maj Gen Bryan Dulton. 

image the world has of them is that of 
Tiananmen Square. They want to use their 
presence in Hong Kong as a means of 
righting that image. 

“Their words to me are: ‘We want to use 
Hong Kong as a window on the world to 
show that we are now modern, sophisticat- 

, 

ed armed forces.”’ In private discussions 
Maj Gen Dutron has emphasisGd that thc 
British are determined to do everyrhing 
they can to help the Peoples Lberation 
Army. 

Detailcd adminisuative arrangements 
have been set up tu make life easy for them. 
A framework of meetings and liaison 
groups has been established. 

“We have gone to considerable uouble - 
we have prowded a Chinese cookhouse 
with many woks and Chmese eating uten- 
SllS. 

“We have nor tried to impose our culture 
on them and 1 thmk PO far that the atmos- 
pherics between the two panics are very 
good. 

“I am satisfied that a proper workurg 
relationship is developing and I thmk we 
wll be able to achieve what we both need to 
do in a professional way. 

“We are going about this in an open, 
straightforward, professional manner. 
There is no rancour; we are both doing 
what has to be done.” 

Maj Gen Dutton, who finds himself in 
the novel position of commanding a bar- 
rack occupied by both British and Chinese 
Service personnel, said the principal aim in 
the approach to June 30 was to ensure that 
the transfer of defence responsibility went 
smoothly and professionally. 

“We sec it as the British gamson’s major 
contribution to the future stability of Hong 
Kong. 

’‘We are doing everything we can to 
cnsure that the PIA have the opportunity 
to establish the correct relationship with 
the Hong Kong Government and people. 

“I sincerelv hope that they have as good 
a relationship with the people of Hong 
Kong as we have had over the last century- 
and-a-half. We are doing our best to ensure 
that they do.” 

PLA pay small beer compared with British 
HONG KONG citizens are likely to see at 
least one noticeable difference in the 
lifestyle of PLA Servicemen compared with 
their British counterparts. 

They are nor expected to be seen out “on 
the town” except - and only in exceptional 
circumstances - in uniformed, organised 
groups. 

‘They tend to have quite austere condi- 
tions of service and low rates of pay,” said 
Maj Gen Dutton. “They’re paid about 
enough to buy one beer in Wancbai per 
month. 

“For my lowest-paid Serviceman here, 
after he has paid for his accommodation and 

so on, that is a factor of about 300 to one. Regular soldiers, sailors and airmen and 
“So I presume from that I’m paying my their families, full-rime professionals who 

soldiers enough to buy 300 beers a month have spent their life being involved in 
in Wanchai, though I encourage them not alliances and coalitions. 
to spend it all on that!” “You have only to look at the medals 

The PIA unaccompanied conscripts’ worn by my own men and women for ser- 
experience in garrison towns in China, with vice in such theaues as the Gulf, Bosnia, 
no outside influences, would also give them Northern Ireland and Zimbabwe, and you 
a severe culture shock and provide a stark will have a whole range of examples of what 

we have been doing ever since I joined the conuast to their predecessors, he said. 

mented people from a very controlled envi- “By that I mean working in coalitions 
ronment are coming to the great and alliances, in a very international com- 
free-market city of the world. munity, and capable of deploying anywhere 

in the world.” 

“These highly disciplined, very regi- Service. 

“We have had a garrison composed of 

Musical 

ng with the E 1 the Buffs in Hong 
Kong in the late 194Os’was a mixed experi- 
ence and far different, I am sure, than it 
would be now. Letters, for instance, arrived 
by Sunderland flying boat, a tr@ of ten days. 

Stationed at Stanley Fort or in town at 
Murray Barracks, both on the island, was 
fine, but life in the New Territories at Tsung 
Wan or Shatokok was very different. 

Happier memories are fortunately more 
vivid, for instance playing at Happy Valley 
racecourse, or with the dance band at the 
American Club, a regu(arvenue0n about the 
fifth floor of the Hong Kong and Shanghai i 
Bank Building, notfartioinfhe’Star Ferry. We ’ 
always dined sumptuously at the American 
Club on food we had not sampled during the 
austere war years. 

I recall being at the harbour when the cnp- 
pled and holed HMS Amethyst made port 
after a dramatic trip ,up. the Yangtse River 
(later immortalised in the film The Yangtse 
Incidenf). We played. at a service in Hong 
Kong Cathedral attended by Commander 
Kerans and the suwivors.of the crew. 

Are there any survivors of Doc Foster’s 
Bsnd still out there? - T  Lynch (fourlh from 
left in plcture), corpoiil in thekindof the 
Buffs in Hong Kong. 

All right on the day 
I remember going on a recce in 1983 as Farn- 
ilies Mficer designate, and,.walkina round. the 
married quarters in 
Stanley Fort. There 
was no glass in the 
window frames and the 
curtalns were’in shreds 
after a hurricane or 
tropical storm, and i 
thought how I was 
going to sell Hong Kong 
to some 300 pius fami- 
lies on my return. 

Needless to say, on our arrival everyihing 
was pelfect and we enjoyed.our two years 
there. 

I went with the pre-advdnce prrrtyand spent 
New Year’s Eve as a guest of ‘the Smts 
Guards, but that’s another story. - th6i Ron 

non uoww,n 
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; p~“HongIcon(aoovets  & snuarrougtdpthesiveof 
the Isle of Wig&, with a 
population equivalent to Wk thaof( i reammon;yet  
there are 76 daily newspa- 
pers, more than 600 maga- 

In the next two issues: 
- 1st Battalion The Black Watch 
-Queen’s Gurkha Slgnals 
- Hong Kong Logistic Support Reglment 
-Memories of Gun Club Hill Barracks 

and Stonecuners’ Island 
-The Hong Kong Volunteers 
- Hong Kong Military Service Corps - Sek Kong: Brltain’s New Terrltories 

base 

Alive and 
kicking! 
I THOROUGHLY enjoyed 
your cover story on the Falk- 
lands (May 12), especially the 
feature “Then and Now”. 
First-class reporting and read- 
ing. 

I wish Denzil Connack and 
the South Atlantic Medal 
Association (82) the best of 
luck, but I was a bit miffed to 
learn he thinks the Burma Star 
Association is nearing the end 
of its useful life. 

Not so, sir -we are a most 
thriving and active organisa- 
tion and have a long way to go 
before we reach our sell-by 
date. 

Reading Soldier in itself is 
liking taking a fortnightly 
“keep young” pill! - Susagep 
(name and address sup- 
plied). 

CANAL 
ZONE 
PETITION 
UNDER the last Government 
an unsuccessful attempt was 
made to get an award of a 
GSM for service in the Suez 
Canal Zone emergency, 1951- 
54. 

In this area we have started a 
petition to the new Govern- 
ment. Those who would like to 
organise petitions are invited 
to forward them to me. - T o m  
Raclford (ex-Cheshire Regt, 
1952-54). 29 Leiahton Road, .. 
Tranrnere, Birkenhead, 
Wirral, U1 9 D Y  

Foreign band 
tapes sought 
I ENJOY listening to tapes of 
marches and over the years I 
have gathered quite a number. 
However, with one exception, 
they are all British. 

For the same period I have 
studied the advertisements in 
Soldier for possible sources of 
lanes of foreign bands, with no - 
success. 

This is an appeal for help. 
Quite possibly -among your 
readers there are like enthusi- 
asts who have had success. 
Details of their sources would 
be greatly appreciated. - 
Rolxr t  Cbristie, 3 Abbey 
Park, Auchterarder, Perth- 
shire, P H 3  1EN. 

Is that Gunner Sykes has shot down another €150,000 targ 
Exemire Spring Challenge -Page 18-79 

r 
Onion sellers, 
1951 vintage 
YOUR April Fool article, 
“Ten-shun, the 1st Onion 
Sellers” (April 14) referred to 
the “Europeanisation” of 
berets, wearing them across 
the top of the head with the 
badge in the middle. 

Here is a photograph of me 
and some of my mates when we 
were serving in 2 Troop, 48 Fd 
Sqn, 21 Engineer Regt, RE at 

- 
Nienburg, Germany, in 1951. 

The three in the front row - 
Joe Carroll, myself, and Robin 
Abbott - wore our berets like 
onion-sellers in those days. As 
you can see, the others, Yorkie 
Srubley, Geordie Scott and 
Scouse Houghton, are not 
members of the 1st Onion Sell- 
ers! - Edward Kelly, Dover, 
Kent. 

sok#erw&un~ msm torpuaticahon fmm all rea-, whateverttwlr status 
Letten must be bnel, typed or wfllten dearly and Indude the mnespondent‘s ~ 

mm and addm In bkxk cspitals. not necessaflly for publlcatlon. Anmy- 
m w ~  lulters wlll nat be considered. Acceptance or rejectbn of letters 18 the 
deoiston of me Editor, who ~ B S B N ~ S  the ngM to edit for length. derity or style. 

Pass on 
what you 

- 

learn. . . 
I AM the commanding officer 
of the oldest Navy League 
cadet corps in Canada. While I 
was browsing through the mili- 
tary magazines at a Montreal 
newsstand, the owner suggest- 
ed I buy Soldier. 

Since then I have become a 
true follower, finding all your 
articles interesting and infor- 
mative. 

The former CO of our corps, 
LCdr(NL) Francis James 
D u e ,  began as an army cadet, 
enlisted in the Regular Forces, 
served as a Reservist and later 
as a cadet instructors’ cadre 
officer. He holds the Canadian 
Forces Decoration (CD) with 
two bars, having served more 
than 41 years in the Canadian 
Armed Forces. 

I know not everyone can 
serve as long as he or have lns 
qualifications, but critics of 
cadet forces like Mr Marriotr 
(Feb 3) should volunteer their 
rime to teach cadets and 
instructors what they may have 
learned in the Regulars. 

Keep up the good work at 
Soldier. - Lt Tony Diem, CO, 
Duke of Edinburgh NLCC, 
Pierrefonds, Quebec. 
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All for one and 
one for all as 

n armies 
learn how to 
co-operate 
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lort: Angus Taverner 
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One story was mat saboteurs 
were stringing cables across 
cwntry mads at n(gM to kill 
motorcycle dispatch riders. While 
doubting this I do recall Atmy light 
v e h i i  Wed at me front with a 
vertical length 01 angle iron, 
wNedfomardatthetop,preswn- 
ably for pmtecnon against striking 
a cable. 

I wonder what WBS lhe purpose 
of me device, what would the 
dect have been had a vehicle hit 
a d e .  and H it wasan ant!-sab 
t a p  measure, was it Mled on unit 
lnltlatlva or on wders fmm a 
higherfmUon?-John Hopky, 
Waverton, NSW, Australia. 

G h h m w l  
Most relevant isum have been 
mvered by earlier conespon- 
dens bot here am fu&ef p n t s  
horn m t  /eftem: 

SGT C W N  ANSTEE mentow 
that the Dragon on lhe badge of 
lhe 48th Regiment of Foot lore- 
runner of the Royal Berkshire 
Regiment, is surrounded by a 
w. 

This symbol. preceding me 
Dragon by some 42 years, was 

awarded in 1801 when the 49th 
s e d  as matinas In Copen- 
hagen. Fmm this cmnection me 
band plays Rule Britannia betore 
the National Anthem to this day. 

For turlher inlonnallon comb 

and dspiays am available. 
All may be assured of a warm 

welcome to a splendld museum 
SBt amona unsuroaased oardens 

stfmw M Burrows, 

KwQaYc4 oorrec(edinmeMay26issue.Sin. lanttoGpCaplWllson,theCO. - 
YOUR "port on Korean war vet- cera thanks to the many reeders F D Noble, FH Lt RAF (Rat), 
eram (May 12) stam that two w + ~ ~ h a v e m l a c f e d u s . - E d ~ r .  Cambridge. 
VCs were awarded during the 

EuiImfh 
M ~ I  K Muir. Arsyll and Sutheriand THE captiontoyourphotograph of WnH REGARD loyour Falklands 
Highlanders; Ll Col J P Cam.  me adval of me PLA advance feature (May 12) may I point out 
G M m ;  Lt P KE Curtis. Duke parry in Hong Kong (May 12) indi- mat the d-ers and frigates 
of Cornwall's M h t  Infantry (an rated that CBFHK is welcoming tomng the task force len lmm 
Gbucesters) and Pte W 8peak- Maj Gen Zhou Borong. The officer PonSmWm, ard the liner canber- 
man, Black Watch (an King's Own he is addressing is In fact sen4or ra lmm Southampton - Hubert E 
Scottish Borderem). Two prison- colonel: the major general IS on Wslltm (Chairman, Normandy 
ers-ol-war ware subsequenliy (he right of the plctm. partially VetMsns Aasochtlon, South- 
ewardedtheGeorgeCmos,m, obscured. - W Y Thornton, .m Branch), Portsmouth, 
Samv, posthumously. Southall, Ylddx. HMts. 

I enjoy your magarine very 
much and always look forward to BWBhWo 0 We should have known beW. 
Its afrivel. - Lt Col (Retd) V P C IN response to Mr I E H o w  (For Two senlor sW/ msmbers were 
WhHSmm Csntubury, K s n t  me ~ecord, +HI a). BMH Rin- there to cheer m m  off horn 

teln was opened in 1853. when Portsmouth and MB returned in 
0 Theermr,nolioedbyusassswn RAFH Rlnteln closed. I should thecanberm-toswthmptonl- 
as the editiw, was prfnfed, w6a know, as I was the last RAF adiu- Editor. 

war. There were &ally four - 

chink lets of you! ~. 

I A 
SOMETIMES 
IT'S EASIER 

TO TALK TO 
SOMEONE 

U 
DON'T LI 

The Samaritans 

I 

I A  Cbarren is. 
propelled its,.. 

I the  super 
. *. 

. . .  

i 



It's polo, but not 
as we know it 

IUNE CS: Floodlit Beating Retreat by 

dassed Bands of Household 
Yivlsion. Horse Guards. 9.3Opm. 
fickets on 0171 839-5323. 
14 Queen's Birthday Parade, F 
;oy, Scots Guards, Horse 
juards (Mwr General's Review, 
Hay 31; Colonel's Review, 
I U n e  7). 
Z l :  Sherbome Miltary Tattoo, 
3herbome Castle, Dorset, in aid 
>f Poppy Appeal and Army 
%nevolent Fund. Features dls- 
,lays by White Helmets, PWRR 
free-fall team, D and 0 Band, 
RGR Pipes and Drums, 9 Para 
Sqn RE, AAC helicopters. 
28-29: V i r i a n  Miltary Sodety 
slabration of Queen Victoria's 
Diamond Jubilee, Historic 
Dockyard, Chatham. 
2% Colchester Garrison County 
Day, Fingringhoe, including Red 
Devils and Army tug-of-war. 

..- I DMkQO I Charlie's 1 
challenge I I I 
HERPs a Mile chaiIeng.3 for the 
rest of ihe Fbld Army. . . can 
any subvnn match or bener the 
14 diffsrent cap badges under 
wmmand In Charlie Company 
of the 1st Baffalion, The Green 
Howam's? The 14 lnduded sob 
diem from oihercountrles. 

Charlie Coy has just complef- 
ed six months in Bosnia, based 
mosUyatJaice. 

Company wmmander Mal 
Dand O'KeNy saM emphasis 
had been placed on rebuiiding 
ihe a m ,  and ihai diplomacy 
wasmoremdmoreapartofihe 
widIem'armoury. 

SMITH'S bwn n wasn't . . . but 
that did not mean the polo played 
by Bntish troops during an equas- 
tnan games at Slpovo in Bosnia 
was any leas competitive. 

The ponies themselves might 
have looked a bn out of place in 
more august surroundings Local 
people could not suppress thew 
laughter when they saw fhe 
shaggy mounts - supplied by a 
man who said he used to be a 
jockey - on which soldiers from 
The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 
and the 1st Banallon, The Green 
Howards did battle. 

T N ~  to their cavalry tradtiion, 
Nunshigum Squadron, Scots DG, 
reckoned the spon should include 
a horsy element, 80 Lt Richard 
Boyb laid on a mounted relay, 
mounted apple-bobbing . . . and 
the climactic polo match. 

The relay was slow and furious, 
and won by the infantry, but the 
cavalry came back strongly in the 
applebobbing. 

Improvising with an assor1ment 
of hockey sticks and a volleyball, 
riders played out the decider on a 
polo ground fashioned from a heli- 
copier landing site in the town 
centre. 

Glven that the horses were 
hard-pressed 10 raise a gallop (or 
even a trot) Maj Ben Edwards, the 
Nunshigum Squadron Leader, 
and his team ambled to a fine vic- 
tory. 

Rumours that the rematch will 

Compassion 7 
JULY 
4: Evening lecture by Mal @en 
Anihony Deane-Dnimmond CB 
DSO MC, captured in Italy and 
again at Amhem, escaping both 
times. Aitome Forces Museum, 
Aldershot. Tickets (f6.50) from 
01252 B: 30 349614. Signal Regiment, open 

day, Bramcota, nr Nuneaton 
featuring nals and White Brigade Helmets, of Gurkhas R Sig 

bands, APTC display tean 
(01455 222551). 
15-27 Royal Tournament, Earls 
Court. Tickets: 0171 244-0244. 
20: Aldershot Military Museun 
special events day, from 
t.3Opm. Details: 01252314598 
27 Middle Wallop Challenge 97 
airshow. llckets: 01960 674421 

CREATING 
A LEVEL 

PLAYING FIELD 

r 
be staged at Cowdray Park have 
been discredited. 

en& aifirst hand the efficiency of 
the Army's compassionate cell on 
!earning, in the middle ofthe night, 
that his father was seriously 111 in 
England. 

Dueto fly to Hong Kong the next 
day to take pictures of The Black 
Watch and other units, he sent a 
fax from Seoul to the Joint Ser- 
vices Public Relations Staff in gratefulto them." 
Hong Kong, requesting help in 
getting home quickly 

On arrival at Kai Tak the nert 

to take him on to Reading HOSPit9l. 
Mike said "It was reassuring to 

know that, despite the turbulence 
going on wiih ihe drawdown in 
Hong Kong, colleagues were able 
to respond sympathetically and 
without fuss to an urgent plea for 
repatriation. 

They were terrific and I am very 

Tribute to 

at the beginning of May to pay trib- 
ute to friend and colleague Col 
Robert "Paddy" Blair Mayne, who 
died more than 40 years ago. 

The veterans attended the 
unveiling df a life-size statue of the 
last colonel of 1 SAS at hls home 
town of Newlownards. All nine had 
SeNed with him. 

One, Jonny Cooper, went 
behind German lines SIX time8 
with Blair Mayne. 

Tiaer tales from 
old Hong Kong 
WHAT may well have 
been Hong Kong's 
last tiger, a species 
that had roamed the 
island for thousands 
of years, was shot at 
Stanley in May 1942. 

Hong Kong Nsw. 
an English-language 
paper published by 
the occupation f0nceS. 
reponed that the 
2401b tiger was killed 
by Nipponese gen- 
darmes and Indian 
and Chinese police. 

Its skin is nailed to 
a wall at the Stanley 
'temple and may be 
seen to this day. 

The beast caused 
a bit of a stir and 
"tiger favei" coniin- 
ued for weeks. 

Reports of sight- 
ings in the New Territories persist- incidentally, the notes tell us 
ed into the 1950s and 1960s. that "Go to Hong Kongl" was a 

me tale of the Stanley tiger derogatory phrase in common 
appears in me Distant Drums of usage during the last century. 
War by Phillip Bruce, a former It may have been the result of 
journalist who now heads the sipping too much "Sm Shui" (or 
public relations team at Chep Lap "Samshod'), a cheap and murder- 
Kok, Hong Kong's rapidly evohnng ous brew which added to the 
new airport. many health hazards confrontlng 

Published in 1994, Phiilip's soldiers and sailors in ihe earliest 

History" were compiled during the The ingredients, Mr Bruw 
'80s and gathered into Disiant reveals, were rim. alcohol, tobac- 
D m .  Unfortunately, ihe private- cojuice, sugar end arsenic. It was 
ly pnnied soffback is not available said to have a "terrible effect" on 
for general sale. the personality. 

Talllng tales: Phllllp Bruce wlth hla b w k  

"Notes on Hong Kong's Military days of Hong Kong W N h .  

Despite ut;r absence of publici- 

watched the unveilina. which was 

day Mike was met by a member of 

meal. whisked throuah the aim* 
the RAFmvementsstaff, givena SAS hero ty. a crowd of 2,wo local people SEPTEMBER 

57: BerwickMilitawTattoo,Th€ -- 
The Corps of 

F:Ld;onaEsYL been placing former 
Armed Services personnel in meaningful 
civilian roles. This valued lobbying and 
placement network has recently been extended, 
via Service Connections, to match highly 
trained and qualified recent Service personnel 
with today's enlightened employers' specialist 
discipline needs, in the UK and overseas. 

If you are considering leaving or have 
recently left the Armed Forces or represent an 
organisation requiring specialist Services 
experience in Security and Facilities 
Management, Electronics, Mechanical & Civi l  
Engineering, Information Technology, 
Logistics, Communications and Project 
Development - we are well  aware of the 
value of the Forces transferable skills and 
employers' needs to create a perfect match. 

cc 
I I..Y._ ..".." e,  Lep ,,...-.-.., I.._I ._ ..., 

~ Bracknell, Bcrks RGIZ 7WW 
TeI: 01344 858005 Fax: 01344 485666 

E.Msil: Ssrvisc.ConnectionsBDial.Pipex.Com 
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~~~~ ~ ,,. 
and tlown British &ways Club 
Class to Heaihrow, where there 

AMID tighi security, the remaining 
nine members of the SAS Origi- 

followed by the Bandif The Royal 
Irish Regiment Beating Retreat. 

Barracks, Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

anniversary, Hermitage. 

OCTOBER 
7 4  Cyprus Walkabout. 
24 Isle of Thanet Festival 0 
Remembrance. Tickets: 01 84: 
292682 

To include public events ii 
this diary, contact the Editor. 

13-15: Military SUNey 2EOIt 

v- landars 1939-45: Annual reunion 
dinner, Sepi 5, at RBL, Buckle. All 
Gordon Highlanders welcome. 
Details from A Robson on 01542 
833254. 

lntamatlonal Assoclation of Alr- 
borne Veterana and Leglon of 
Fromfersmen: First annual 
reunion, including Dakota C-47 
military jump, Sept 25-26, in 
Tampa, Florida, USA. Details: PO 
Box 340.2568 North Clark Street, 
Chicago, IL 60614 (tel(312) 327- 
3120). 

105 Club Austria RMP: Reunion 
dinner in Windermere, Oct 11. Ex- 
members of 105 Provost Compa- 
ny welcome. Ring 01252 524826 
for details. 

Inns of Court Raglmnt and Clty 
ot London Yeomanry: Gardr  ... 
party to mark 5Mh annmrsary of 
reforming of the two units, June 4, 
in Lnwln's Inn. Former Rough 
Riders and members of The 
Denl's Own, permanent staff, 
wives and friends welcome. Tick- 
ets (f10) fromTTaylor, Pine View, 
Hasiemere Road, Witley, Godalm- 
ing, Surrey GUB 5QA (tel 01428 
683757). 

12 Gnen Howard.ll61 Regt 
RAC 194243: Ex-personnel who 

bridge, Wiltshire and Ballymena 
sought for reunion in Redcar on 
Sept 20. Contact Vic Sylvester, 5 
Longbeck Road, Marske by the 
Sea, Redcar TS1t 6EZ (telO1642 
486932). 

SeNed in Scarborough, Trow- 
0 WANTED: 7 Coy, Cold&us!n 

Guards Is lwklng for a quellfled 
cllmblng Instructor to loin an 
expedaon which wlll attempt to 
cllmb the t h m  hlghen moun- 
tains In Mexlw In September. Armourers' Asooclallon: Annual 

reunion of the Armourers and Arti- 
ficers Weapon REME and RAOC 
at Victory Servffies Club, London, 
June 21. Deiailr Chns Dennis, 16 
Willowslea Road, Worcester WR3 
7QP (tel01905 755334). 

Information soughi on Briiish radio 
operaiorcak-named CMosacchI. 
wno operated in the Bergamo- 
Fonieno area of Italy 194445. 
Rounded up with the lWl popula- 
tion By German Army seaming 
for ihe radio, he was not betrayed 
by the villagers, even under threat. 
Replies to A W Cregan on 0171 
511-8323, 

NEWS sougnt of ex-CSM Ron Har- 

rtson. A Coy, 1st Devons, India, 
Malaya, Singapore, Hong Kong 
1945-47. Contact Colin Mortimer, 
66 High Street, Lytchett Matra- 
vers, Pwie BH16 6BH (telO1202 
623062). 

Mrs L Jenkinson would like to hear 
form anyone who SBNBd with or 
knew her husband, 5718380 LCpl 
Wllllam John Jenklnson, killed in 
action in Normandy on July 10, 

1944 while serving wiih the 4th 
Dorsets. Please reply to No 6, 
Seabrwk Road, Degenham, 
Essex RM8 3QP (tel 0181 

D J Siacey, 7 West Lane, Sitting- 
boume. Kent MEtO 3AA. seeks 
news of old mates from 701 Coy, 
Army Tpts RASC which broke up 
in Brussels, than became 701 Sta- 
tion Malntananw Sect RASC. 
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5975016. 
54 Engr Sp and Amb Sqn RCT: 
Reunion on Aug 16 at Siadhalls 
Lubbecke, Germany. Contact 
WO2 Taff Curtis on Gutarsloh Mil 
(05241-84) ext2576, Mac MacMil- 
lan on 05741 or Baz Buckle on 
05741 40261. 

6th Battallon, Gordon Hlgh- 



r i  1 Momer Notice For Investor 
Plaques, Car Badges, 

Ties & Key Fobs 
sands a.r.forpnce1,st 
D J Parkinson (S) 

1&b Lewes Road, Brighton 
Sussex BN2 3LD A 

These pictures are from 
our Frank Finch cartoon 
archives. Find ten Mer- 
a c e s  in detail and you 
could be L50 richer or win 
a new book. Circle the 
dfierences in the bottom 
picture, cut out the whole 
panel, add your name and 
address and send to 
HOAY 663, Soldkr, 
Ordnance Road, Aldershot 
Gull  2DU by June 27. Do 
not include anything else 

in your envelope. More 
than one enuy can be sub- 
mitted but photocopies 
cannot be accepted. The 
first correct entries drawn 
will be the winners. No 
correspondence of any 
kind can be entered into. 

The names of the 
winner of the L50 first 
prize and two runners-up 
(awarded book prizes) will 
be announced in the 
July 21 issue. 

Name : (Give inltials and rank or utis) I 
The following rates of interest will apply on Skipton Services 
Home Savines Scheme from Wednesdav 14th Mav 1997. 

1 GET 
PROMOTION! 

I T-shirts, Sweatshirts, 
Polos, Rugby Shins, 
HwdedTops. 
Singlets, 
Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered Badaes 

I Addle88 : 

Competltlon No 660 (April 28 Issue): First correct entry 
drawn was from C J OConnor, of Nottingham, who wins 
f50. Book prizes go to runners-up Mr G R Howard, of 
Faversham, Kent, and Mr G E Langley, of Chippenham, 
Wllts. The ten differences were: light over sign; boxer's 
right thumb, lower hairline; kangaroo's left arm, right foot; 
joey's face; rope on lea; soldier's cigarette; mouth of 
woman on left; centre soidler's epaulette. 

For nurLinp childnn'r clothlng 
Maim in 28 days from reca pt 

3 do2 Same name) f6 60 
6 do2 lsame name) E7 30 
12 do2 (same name C9 10 

stste REDBLACKIBLJEGREEN 
Pease endose Cheque PO 

payawe to Bwd ngtons 
~oddinotonc NON mpn 
'Doodla'. C.nnon L.". 

H.tllmld Broad Oak 
Bl.hOp). stomord, 
n.rt. C Y U  7nx 

Mugs, SponS Bags 8 Holdalls, 
&Jumpers. Pennints, I JWlTmck Suits 8 Shell Suits. L SKIPTON 

3UILDINC SoclEl - 

Y --- 
Subscribe to 
SOLDIER 

The official magazine of the British Army 

* NO HlDDEN Corn. . FUUY STOCKED SERVICE - 
SWEATSHIRTS *T-SHIRTS - I * POLOSHIRTS *RUGBY SHIRTS. 

Telephone: 01705 822436 . DRIUTOPZANDTRICKSUITS * 

a 
~usrrmr - La.. - ~ o d  kattm w aaq p~pmdh w WIW 

OVERSEAS UK 
One year k23.00 0 One year L32.20 
Two years k40.00 0 Two years L60.00 

Send your chequePO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to: 
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants G u l l  2DU 

0 
0 

masonable rates for 
weddings, dances, corporate 
exhibitions. Complete with 

luxury lininp, flooring, 
lighting and furniture. 

Free aurwy and estimute 
Contact John Flackett 

Quartermaster. 1 Staffords 

ADDRESS: 

POSTCODE: TEL 
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS) 9/12 

3 

ShropshireTF9 3QE 
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NEED A CV? 
For frfm details antact the 

s ~ ~ i a l i s t s  in FORCES CVs 
(Established 1 S l )  

F- op 

Omt-Ms7 

SERVICES 

IPSWICH SCHOOL 
25 Henley Road, Ipswich, S&lR P l 3 S G  

required for September 1997 

Part-time Army Staff School Instructor 
Required for Zl/Z days per week in term time for 35 weeks per 

year plus 25 days in holiday periods assisting at camps, etc. 
To provide an active role in the School's CCF, 

assisting and supporting military and outward bound training, 
taking responsibility for stcfes, equipment, safety and 

maintenance of the armoury and administering CCF trnnsport. 
Remuneration: €5,ooO per annum. 

Please telephone 01473 255313 for a detailed job description. 
Closing date for applications: 23rd June 1997. 

Interviews will be held on 1st July 1997. 

REGIMENTAL 
BROOCHES 

MADEIN OUROWN WORKSHOPS 
9ctgoldfromflX) thPmondfmmf350-fZWU world-wide CV fm yun by B forma 

my off- and c a n t  full-time m 
,or;"ltant. Past dlrnts UXlUde men and 
mal Of au ranks fmm e- part ofthe 
my. 

* Appllcatloas * Job Senreh 8kWs 

* lotervkn Coaching 
Full & f d s f r m  

Anthong Jsrqnes 
66 High Vlew Ropd, 

Guildlord, Surrey GUZ JRU. 

* SelfMarlietlng 

Teb 01483 82.3765 a 

Tax Free Sales Details &price list write, phone orfax 
0121 551 7366 

J.M. BICKERTON 
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE 

Presem thnf bf a hxe.tinte 

Y Immediate delivery on most models 
Y Full UK spec Y Low/no deposit finance 
Y Part exchange Y Continental delivery 

Y 323 from €9,149 Y 626 from €9,999 
MX5 from €1 0,099 

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR 
BFG AND BENELUX 

POOL AUTOS 
7020 Mons, Belgium 

Tel: (651 728836 Fax: (651 724467 
Serving the Services since 1968 

________________________________________------- 
Please forward details on: 

3 2 3 0  6 2 6 0  MX30 MX5O MXSO XedosO 
M e r  makes 0. ........................................ ~ D / R H D  
lame .......................................... ..Rank ................. 
kddress ........................................ .... 

DRAB 

(IN SETS OF SIXTAPES) 
Anv WANTrn SUPPLIED 
S.A.E. FOR PRICE U8T. 

Lancashire Ernbmldety & 

NAME TAPES 

lnslgnla LM., 
Knowsky industrisl Park North, 

Phone: 0151.546 516112 
Klrkby, Liverpool L33 7SA. 

SQUADRONS 
clubs & reulllon as(l0clatMns. 

~ b u ~ . ~ , ~ . e i c  
SAE appreciated. 

The Heraldlc CO, (CBI Dept S. 
ovnbriar, Beechwell Lane. Edge 
End. Cokford. Glos GL16 7HA 

TWhx OlW8.aaaol8am/lOpm 

CHILTON 
CANTELO 
SCHOOL 

Yeovil, Somerset Tel: 01935 850555 
Independent Co-ed DaylBoarding School 
Preparatory: 8-11 Senior: 11-18 

An Individual Education for Individuals m a small 'family' sening. 
Termly fees from EZW + B.S.A. 

Cerrarnlv worth (I call! 

MICHAEL JAY 11 MEDAL SERVICE 
Full size and miniature medals 
sup lied and mounted for wear 
or isplay. Send for full list of 
miniature medals, emblems, 

clasps, etc. 
25 (ielden C m r  Lane, Cabhill 
Bmm-, Worra 801 OLG 
Telepkoru (01527) 836375 

Aoeess/Vlsawekwme 

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on e wld. fan@ of 

Advanced Car Exports 
!\ :&3 

MICROQUIZ WI 
Computer Software for sale: 
'Question Master' 

itore, edit, save and print questions. Produce computer 
:enemted tests. Ideal revision tool on Screen 01 Paper (MCQ 
lr SAQ) tests/answers/quizzes. .................... E650 

'35mm Slide service' 
MicroQuiz can convert computer slide shows to 

3Smm photographic slides at realistic prices 

Call: 01909 479603 
MimOuiz. 35 Shrewsburv Rd. WO~~SOLI. Notts. S80 2PA 

.............................. .Tel No ...................................... 

We can replace 
them NOW! PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER 

BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL 

EF 

ts Finance at competitive rates 

Forces discounts on full Peugeot 
Range' 2 m I SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS I BASEBALLCAPS nEs r 

0% A convenient and generous trade-in 
facility p\ ........ -. ........ i.<p:- 

..... WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST 
THEN COME TO THE BEST 

BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1 
EXPORT DEALER 

m I "ITROEN 

PEUGEOT ROVER BMW 

VAUXHALL 

ABROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES L 
I I C  Pl)lhlTrn 1-CUIDTC % C U l C A T C U l n T @  R,ngRlckB~rlon01980653434,tromGermanyM)U1980~orrmte 

10. Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST. Dumngmn, Salisbury. 
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required). 

'OST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK 

qAME AND RANK ....................................................................................... 
4DDRESS .................................................................................................... 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - ,  ................................................... 
: NPMSINDRHIK ."l..l.ll..l.l ..."".- .----.-- : . uy)(IcM" ..._..._..-...._..._ . ..._-..-...-. . l.l..-..l.,l.l..-O . 
: 1.1.11.1." .... "".-"I..- 1.11 .I.- w .. -.l.,ll.---..l : 
: ulm _.-..._.. ... _,.___.._.- DlLreq.by .....-.-.--.--. . : 
: I.mln(mr(.dIn ...._"._.. ".ll..._.l._...l._...l....l.._-." : 
: P n h x d w # e m l i s  ..-. . ..-.....-..-....-.-.-.-.-.. : 
: countIyaw ..,-.-. . ......--... . . ---..- I-... : ................................................... 

LOST MEDALS 
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

PULLSUE& MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUM'ING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 
RAYMOND D HOLDlCH 

T d a l y r  Swam Cdls~raCur t ro  
7 WhUeombStmt 
London WC2H 7HA 

Tel: 0171-930 1979 
Fax: 0171-930 1152 

JN IT ......... 
am interested in ....................... 
%I exchange details 
:ountry of use ....................... 

... ................................................... 
SOLDIER IYI 
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NEED A CV? 
For frfm details antact the 

s ~ ~ i a l i s t s  in FORCES CVs 
(Established 1 S l )  

F- op 

Omt-Ms7 

SERVICES 
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BROOCHES 

MADEIN OUROWN WORKSHOPS 
9ctgoldfromflX) thPmondfmmf350-fZWU world-wide CV fm yun by B forma 

my off- and c a n t  full-time m 
,or;"ltant. Past dlrnts UXlUde men and 
mal Of au ranks fmm e- part ofthe 
my. 

* Appllcatloas * Job Senreh 8kWs 
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Full & f d s f r m  
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________________________________________------- 
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3 2 3 0  6 2 6 0  MX30 MX5O MXSO XedosO 
M e r  makes 0. ........................................ ~ D / R H D  
lame .......................................... ..Rank ................. 
kddress ........................................ .... 

DRAB 
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~ b u ~ . ~ , ~ . e i c  
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TWhx OlW8.aaaol8am/lOpm 
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Aoeess/Vlsawekwme 
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!\ :&3 
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ENGRAVING 
Service Available B W P E  

-^^ EdEan prini 
€14.95 

JOHN BULL 
Mllltary Clothing for thn 

Professional 
PRICE -0UALITY-ASSURANCE FORMFRLY PRIORY PEWTER 

High quality m e r  tankards, 
hip flasks. goblets, plates and 
much more. Engrawd with 

Regimental Badges, Clestr and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 
Full colour brochure. 

A R WENWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTO 

PRI CONTRACT PRICE UST 
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

callinat: 
17 Hildyard Row, Canenck Gamson 

IN, hwnuv H O W 1  c I 01748 833614 
P&mssN sa m e n  

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS HI 
,ADIES & GENTS 

MESSDRESS 
SPECIALISTS 

i BEBATTLEREADY! i VI5TA TIE5 I You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS I 
I UNIQUE military clothing and equipment. I "'il i 

INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT. 
All Accessories 

Supplied. 
For All Your Uniform. 

Suit & Blazer 
Requirements 

Contact. 

Ilford Essex. IGl4BS I UK 0181 478 2780 

284-294 Ley St. 

Over 300 Indlvldwl Rc%!imental 
M a n #  held in stock In Silk 

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND 
THE BEST AND KNOW 
THE DIFFERENCE. 
For your FREE 
36 page colour catalogue 
write or telephone 

St. George's Works, St. George's 
Quay, Lancaster, 
Lancashire LA1 5QJ 
Telephone (01 524) 64204 

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES 

- 

S 
.................................................................. T o W m t d -  N.R* 

Addmls .............................................................. P&Pn*Waa ............ 
............ 

WTAL ENCLWED ........................................................................... ............ 
DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER. sol 9m6 

T-SHIRTS E 9.50 
I'OLOSIIIIXTS €1 3.50 

'LIER OF KIT TO THE PROFESSIONALS I YOUR OWNDE 
* T-SHIRTS 

SWEATSHIRTS 
* POLOSHIRTS 
* RUGBY SHIRTS 
* DRILL TOPS 
* SWEATERS * CAPSF 
For FREE s o l o ~ r  brochure from 
the U K s  leading ~upplier to ................ 

3MW 
SWEATSHIRTS 214.50 
RUGBY SHIRTS €22.50 
DRILL TOYS $22.50 
:ROM TEES TOTAL By MAIL ORDER ONLY A RANQE 
3F EMBROIDERED QARMENTS WITH BRITISH FORCES 
.ETTERINQ 6 A CHOICE OF THE MUOWINQ EMBLEMS 

- d SFOR BADQE. NATO FLAQ. 

U.K. MADE OLIVE GREEN\ 

POLOSHIRTS AND CAPS. 
T.SHIRTS,SWfATSHIRTS, 

HUNDREDS OF 
EMBROIDERED 
STOCK DESIGV- 
AVAILABLE. 
"'"IT rtsMs &"&,,1IB, 

M FORCES - UNION JACK bJ), 

WELSH FLAQ (WELSH), 
NO EMBLEM (NE). 
SHIRT COLOURS AVAILABLE:- 

SCOTTISH FLAQ (SC), 

,_..,. ,"_. , JROER FORM ALONG Wrm YOUR PAVMENTTOTEES TOT/-. .- . . -TREE 
IOOTTON B A S S m  ,SWINDON, WILTSHIRE SN4 7AB. PLEISE MAKE ALL CHEQUES I POST) 
IRDERS PAYABLE TO TEES TOTAL ALLOW DAYS FMI DEUVERY. T-SHIRTS (WHITE,OLIVE,NAW) 

POLOSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAW) 
SWEATSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAW) 

DRILL TOPS (BOTTLE NAW) 
RUQWSHIRTS (BOITI.E,NAW 

SIZES- MEDIUM (W-38) , LARGE (M),  UGLARQE (4244: 
E&E%LAROE 1401 BUT NIA I N  OLIVE POLOS 6 SWEATS. 

1U IN YOUR ADDRESS DEIAILS BELOW OR IF YOU WISH TO PAY BY CREDlT CAR0 ( ACCESS 
IS, MASTERCARD.NROCARD) PLEASE COMPLETE IN Nu. 

CAROHDLDERS FULL NAME (Fialure Print) : ............................................................................. 
DEUVERY I CRWlT CARD BILLING ADDRESS ........................................................................... 

. .  ~~ 

GARMENT M)LOUR SIZE EMBLEM COST TYPE 

MY CARD NUMBER IS giwd Mountain Shirtr 
€79.99. Oliw VALID FROM :. ........................................................... VAUOTO 

CARD ISSUE No. (Where more than one penon Is authorbed to use card) .................. 

AUTHOR18ETEESTMALTOhEBlTMYCARDA6PAYMMTRIR~ORDERTOTHEVALUEDFC 

'EL: 0171 7 9 
HONE f ' 

ARDHOLDERS SIGNATURE ....................................................................... DATE .................................................. ALL PRICES INCWOE P & P. TOTAL COST 

41 
40 



~ 

rRE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE 
)R IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU 
lEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT 
'ERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH 

DST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HER& 

UTIIER LUSTRE i. 8 spm ~g romol. cmi 
In yoiv kathm a pemaornt hlgb gbn ilntlh. 
la ror a week month or year, but for the life 
P v m r  leather nmdwt. You wlU 8Imw be 

ENGRAVING 
Service Available B W P E  

-^^ EdEan prini 
€14.95 

JOHN BULL 
Mllltary Clothing for thn 

Professional 
PRICE -0UALITY-ASSURANCE FORMFRLY PRIORY PEWTER 

High quality m e r  tankards, 
hip flasks. goblets, plates and 
much more. Engrawd with 

Regimental Badges, Clestr and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 
Full colour brochure. 
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PRI CONTRACT PRICE UST 
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 
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17 Hildyard Row, Canenck Gamson 
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i BEBATTLEREADY! i VI5TA TIE5 I You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS I 
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Requirements 
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FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND 
THE BEST AND KNOW 
THE DIFFERENCE. 
For your FREE 
36 page colour catalogue 
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LAW ENFORCEMEhT BODY- British and -eea mihw 
GUARDS ASSOcIAnoN - badges, collar#, tides, pormpaon signs 
NAllOWCdlegeaccrrdnedrmwes Re&m cornprrhenaiw stock lists 
includq home study courses. Also L2.00. Castle Armoury (S) ,  18 Casde 
quarterly mgazlne tide “Bodypusrds” Streer, Dover, CT16 lm m 

_____ 
“Head-dress Badges 
of the British Army” 

by loplms and Kmg The mllmar’ Bbk 
Wumc One (1800-1920) - 665 

Vol- T- (1920-1995) - 4il2.50 

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, mite 
P lmcr and send it to s o l d i p r ~ e  
at the address below. The box number 
mum he CLEARLY mitton in the 
T O P  LEFT CORNER of the 
envelope. Your envelope must be no 
larga than 8” x 4” and should mnlsin 
ody a letter plus a photograph if 
requested. Replies recekd more than 
three months aft= the cover date and 

mvclopeiwlllnothef. 

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN 
PAL. Please Knd fm detsns 
endonins a ammped self- 

envelope to, Soldier 
Magazine,  Ordnnnee Road, 
Aldershot, Hmkm G u l l  ZDU. 
Rschnal, 28, 5’6”, medium build, 
brown eyes. Enjoys pubs, long w a l g  
the cinema, ice eream, day-dreaming 
and music. Seeking male pen pals aged 
23-38. PWZ IW7 

Lh, 26, 5’6”, slim with dark hair. 
Enjq ~~ Inrers, pubs, cl- the 
cinema, -dFhs> sob to the gym, 
w d s l i s i  and hsving fua S e e b E  
d e  pen pals ofany age AZA. m31m 

carot,26, 5’2”,with~,cuclYhair 
and gmn cpa. Bniovs -E> 
music, rbe cinema, m a m a p P g  and 
water aembics. LoOldoe for fun-laaog 
d e s  with GSOH a&d 25-30. PO04 I_  

S-, 4% 5’3*, amactlw and slim 
with l a ,  fair hair and blue eyes. 

mg, walkmg, readmg and good conver 
sation. Seeking 6incere, male pm pals 
aged 38+. WO5 I y n  

Ldey ,  20, 5’2”. with short, blonde 
hair. I n t m  include pubs and clubs, 
pictures, walking and outdoor sports. 
Seeking male pen pale aged 22 -26. 
pBo6 am7 

m y ,  19, 5’8”, with red hair, green 
eyes. Enjoys pubs, clubs and generally 
having a laugh. Seeldng pen pals of any 
age. WO7 *m 

I(nrrn, 36, alim and atuactive with 
bmwn hair and green CFS. Eniq 
keepiifit,mwt spats,sodaliaingand 
lots of iiw and laughs. Seeking male 
pm pals aged 3MO. WO8 

Ppmele, 28, mioys baimlnton, 
watching TV, drivins and w a d .  Works 
as a childminder. S e w  male pen 
pabAIA.wo9 lYoI 

h5, hMW, OT POalY sddrrued 

!hiop m&, keepfit, daec- 

Ilrn 

school of Army Aviation. Middle 
Wall o D. 

Military nnd FWbx Postcards. 
Scots Guards, Infantry, -!+as, etc. 
SAE for details: Geoff Wlute, 
Rushmoor Lane, BlacheU, Bnstol 
BSI9 3Jk  IW7 

Old military pwtelud., coloured 
and photographic. SAE for Irsr: Geoff 
whirr (Old Postcards), 19 Rvshmoor 
Lane, Backwell, Bristol BS19 3BN. 

IMi 

MAY Flm 10,1197 (Ss NN, f2,SW): Cpl JP MCDermOn, 

Woad 1 PWRR. (a3 Canterbury NN. fl,2SO): Cap1 JM 

Hallam. ITC Catterlck 
mitd (am NM, nw): CPI RK wi~son, 
hurth 5 ReQt (So8 AAC, runt, BFW WO): 808 WO2 J BUM. 1 

FI~M RGBW, (297 CobhestBc runs, Urn): Ll Col NF Mulliner, 

SMh MOD, [292 London. rum, f3W): %I RP 

Humphrlas, 3 Bn REME, BFPO 22 
Wwdb (288 NU, fwp): Mai AP Penny. 

+IQ AtAS TA, ChatSr. 
ElpMh (282 NI#, flM): Cap1 M Todd, 

QRL. BFPO 36. 
Mlly 11,1987 
FIM (%E NN, f2,mo): h9leS. 

, -  pan Free 
DuectFmmj 

HL k P Kmg, 3 Saon Cmft, 
Famhsm GU9 7QB 

fl’el. 01252 716303). 

Smnd (246 NM, €1,250): S W  EWF 
Chadal 47 RwI RA. Thornw Island 

Fourth (384 NN8 =Do): 901 6 
Birchmore. 9 SUD ReolRLC, ChieDenham. A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK” 

384 pages include: Bmic Battle Sldlls, 
Fieldcraft, Orders. SO= Scouts, 
Emergency Alarms, Rouhes in the 
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work- 
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading & 
Otimteaing, First Aid, NBC, AdVen- 
m e  Trg, Skill at Arms. Full infa on 
SA80-, Tests and APWCs, 
GPMG Light Roll, Signets, Mines, 
MT Driver, Tank and Airaaft Recog- 
nition. ISBN 1-874528-024. Price 
L7.50 (inc p&p UKIBFPO). Trade 
terms on application. Available fmm 
selectedNaa6Branches, Bookshops or 
direct fmm publishers: 
POCKET BOOKS, po Bm 28, 
h n ,  B-ley, East York HU17 

SOLDIER TALK - A Sqmddic’s 
H.ndbaolr by Simon CuUen MBE, 
240 pages. A dido- rhat coycrs 
slang, equipment, speech, operations, 
05- 8r men. (Women too!l) 
Includes regirilenral niclnamcs. 
Reviewed in S O D E R  Marcb 1996. 
65.95 - Indvdcl pwtsp. cheques 
to: S C W T ,  3/2 Academy Street, 
Edinburgh EH6 7EE. Irn 

Ahsolutelg -nt Wanted - LHD accoutrements. Also leather glwes, 
vebdes. Any condmn. Cash buyer. foatballa,uacksurrs. Contact: JArIhur 
Tek 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 (pm Ud, W Box 301, Shlkot 
0823. Far: 0181-534 0033 (loam to 51310,Palastan Fax:92432588605. 
10 30Dm seven dam). Tr 1M* 

For quality hpnd-embddwed 
wiw and silk thread bsdges, 
emblems, crest6 and pmnnnts send 
design or pattern for return of sample 
and qtotauon to: “Kalsara 

pahstan5iiia we1 

Alllly Cnp Badges. Send SAE plus 
8op far lists to: C b  and Regiments, 
14 Elm Grove, Aldbmugh, East 
Yorkshire H u l l  4RQ. G u m t e e  and 
genemm dwmmts, TZ 
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REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, mite 
P lmcr and send it to s o l d i p r ~ e  
at the address below. The box number 
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T O P  LEFT CORNER of the 
envelope. Your envelope must be no 
larm than 8" x 4" and should mnlsin 
ody a letter plus a photograph if 
requested. Replies recekd more than 
three months aft= the cover date and 

mvclopeiwlllnothef. 

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN 
PAL. Please Knd fm detsns 
endonins a ammped self- 

envelope to, Soldier 
Magazine,  Ordnnnee Road, 
Aldershot, Hmkm G u l l  ZDU. 
Rschnal, 28, 5'6", medium build, 
brown eyes. Enjoys pubs, long w a l g  
the cinema, ice eream, day-dreaming 
and music. Seeking male pen pals aged 
23-38. PWZ IW7 

Lh, 26, 5'6", slim with dark hair. 
Enjq ~~ Inrers, pubs, cl- the 
cinema, -dFhs> sob to the gym, 
w d s l i s i  and hsving fua S e e b E  
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pBo6 am7 
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h5, hMW, OT POalY sddrrued 

!hiop m&, keepfit, daec- 
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school of Army Aviation. Middle 
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h n ,  B-ley, East York HU17 

SOLDIER TALK - A Sqmddic's 
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I Cpl Mark Wlseman, the Army’s triple shot put champion 

Indelible Mark 
NINETEEN-stone Cpl Mark 1968 by Olympic Servlceman 
Wlseman likes throwing his Bill Tancred. Mark’s current 
weight ebout, and he is excep- personal best 1s 15.26m. 
tionaiiy good at n. As this profile was being 

m e  former Leicester Corl- prepared, Mark entered for the 
tanian, who took up the shDt Wiltshire county champi- 
put following an elbow injury, onships and emerged as a 
has been Army champion for triple champion, winning the 
three years and last year won javelin, discus and shot 
the Combined Services discus events. He broke the Wiltshire 
title for good measure. record with a throw of 14.62m 

Mark joined The Stafford- in the shot put. Afler complet- 
shire Realment In 1989 at the in0 a tour with Headnuartera - 
age of -20 3rd (UK) Dlvl- 
before his sion, he has 
“ramlra IIE rnPB.tIY kran r_ -. .. __  . . __, . 
an athlete prompted a move to posted, literally across the 
the Adjutant General’s Corps, mad, to the 1st Battalion, The 
ellowlng him to concentrate on 
his training. 

Early lndfcatlons of Mark’s 
talent came 8s a youngster 
when he held the English 
Schools cricket ball throwing 
record. 

Now pe has added shot, 
discus, javelin and hammer to 
his skills. He says he will throw 
just about anythlng . . . but hls 
ambition is to break the Army 
shot put record of 17.04m. 
Long overdue for improve- 
ment, it was set way back In 

Royal Green Jackets. 
“The dlvlelon was very good 

In allowing me time off to 
train:’ sald Cpl Wiseman. 

“This year I aim to be wen 
better. I have made significant 
Improvements during training 
this winter and I plan to com- 
pete In Amateur Athletic ASSO. 
clatlon events this summer. 

“By the end of the year, I 
hope to have broken Into the 
top 20 of the national rank- 
ings:’ - LM 

Plucky Posh paddlers 
~ 

TWO members of Peterbor- 
ough-based TA unit, 158 Reg- 
iment RLC, completed the 
125-mile non-stop Devizes to 
Westminster canoe race. 

LCpl Matthew Everett and 
Pte Bruce Boxall-Hunt, who 
iinished in 42 hours in their 
44 

two-man canoe, were support- 
ed by four soldiers from the 
unit. Everett said “We were 
very grateful for the support we 
received. It was important that 
we had assistance in carrying 
the canoe round the 70 locks 
that we had to pass through.” 

Sappers wallop 
airmen to take 
Jubilee CUP 

3 RSME 4, RAF Bruggen 0 
IN the final game of the Naafi 
Jubilee Cup competition at 
Minley, 3 RSME entertained 
RAF Bruggen and beat them 
easily, writes Derrick Bly. 

It was enough to claim the 
trophy for the Army’s Unit 
champions. 

In cricket weather, and on a 
bone-hard surface, both teams 
played entertaining football. 
The contest was even until a 
minute from the interval when 
3 RSME scored a cracker. 

A long ball from Mayers 
reached Reeves on the left, and 
his cross was volleyed past 
RAF ’keeper Armstrong by 
Shannon to give RSME a half- 
time lead and three-goal aggre- 
gate advantage overall. 

The match was virtually 
decided in the 59th minute 
when the referee showed the 
red card to Taylor for an off- 
the-ball incident with Reeves. 

In the 62nd minute, RSME 
went 2-0 up when Brown and 
Reeves did all the hard work 
and the latter’s cross was 
touched home by McNulty. 

On 7 1 minutes, a Finch chip 
reached Shannon, who cleverly 
flicked on for Brown to beat his 
marker and slide home a good 
third goal. The home side 

scored a fourth in injury time 
through Shannon. 

Mayen received the Jubilee 
Cup from Naafi‘s Head of Pro- 
jects and Leisure Planning, Mr 
Dougie Pnllen. Shannon was 
named Scomsh Courage Man 
of the Match. 

HMS Sultan I, 3 RSME 5 
In their opening game of the 

competition, 3 RSME had to 
contend with an uneven play- 
ing surface and a strong cross- 
wind at HMS Sultan, Gosport. 

The sappers opened the 
scoring through LCpl Ivan 
Finch in the 15th minute but, 
four minutes from the break, 
Sultan drew level. 

RSME went in front through 
Reeves, then put themselves in 
with an excellent chance of lift- 
ing the trophy by scoring three 
times in the last eight minutes, 
with two goals from substitute 
LCpl Macca McNulty and 
another from Reeves. 

The surprise score gave 3 
RSME a two-goal start (the 
competition is decided by 
number of goals scored) over 
RAF Bruggen. 

Cpl Reeves received the 
Scottish Courage Man of the 
Match award. 

0 In the opening fixture, 
Bruggen beat Sultan 3-0. 

Action from the inaugural Army women’s rugby match between the British Army (UK) and the British Army (Germany), hooped shirts 

Pulsating plate adds final 
touch to festival occasion 
THE Deloitte Touche Army 
seven-a-side rugby competi- 
tion was played in glorious 
sunshine at the rehrbished 
Aldershot Milirary Stadium, 
writes Roger Thompson. 

It provided a fitting end to a 
season when both the Senior 
and U-21 XVs had won the 
Interservices championships. 
Results from the divisional 
preliminary competitions had 
suggested that a tradkiod 2 
Sig Regt v 7 (Para) RHA final 

Students take revenge 
CS U-21 15, Eng Students 45 

M O W  in the Combined 
Services Under-21 team was 
high as they assembled at RAF 
Brize Norton for the iinal 
game of ,the season, writes 
Nick Cooke. 

England Students, however, 
had a strong team and, follow- 
ing their pefeat by CS U-21 
less than two weeks earlier, 
they were seeking revenge. 

Hard tackling by the back 
row of Cpl Mat Price, AB Jeff 
Annal and SAC Nick Bnmett 
kept Services in the game for 
the first 15 minutes, but Eng- 
land finally opened the scoring 
with a penalty. 

Two minutes later, the Eng- 
land forwards powered over for 
a try before taking a strangle- 

hold on the game. Wagstaff 
went around full back Spr Pete 
Griffiths at electrifying pace. 

Services raised their game 
and Spr Pete Griffiths convert- 
ed a penalty. 

England extended their lead 
when quick ball to Wagstaff 
saw him cross the line wide 
out. A penalty to the students 
extended their half-time lead. 

Mne Gareth Williams 
replaced Grif6ths, MEM John 
Bucksey went on for Price in 
the back row and Mid Paul 
Laidler took over in the second 
row fiom SAC Dave Maddem. 
Hooker Fus George Kemble 
went on for SAC Mat Mason. 

Pressure earned the Services 
a penalty, and, in a rehearsed 
move, Spr Ben Hughes 

crashed over to score. Williams 

Fabian landed a penalty 
before the England Students’ 
scrum-half darted in, extend- 
ing the score to 33-10. 

OM Neil Evans and NA Neil 
Tovey, the half-back pairing, 
were under pressure which 
meant they could not feed their 
hacks. Beattie and Tovey were 
eventually replaced by AB Neil 
Gay and Spr Mat Chalmers. 

But Services raised their 
game again and, following 
some close forward play, 
Kemble powered his way over. 

Two late tries by England 
Students saw them seal the 
match. 

Man of the match was Ben 
Hughes. 

, kicked the conversion. 

’ 

was likely, but neither was 
impressive in the early rounds, 
their playem looking jaded. 

This year, the winners of the 
Army Rugby League nines, 1 
Para, were invited to partici- 
pate, and Hampshire Colleges 
provided a demonstration of 
WOmen’S tag rugby. 

And the first game of Army 
women’s rugby was played, 
under the auspices of the ARU, 
when Army Women (UK) took 
on a team from Germany. 

The weather, variety of rugby 
and colourful rented village 
provided a festival atmosphere. 
As hinted in the preliminary 

games, 2 Signals were dumped 
in the quarter-finals by 7 RHA, 
who came good for one match 
only in the stadium. The gun- 
ners were, in turn, beaten 14- 
12 by the Royal Welch Fusiliers 
- the Army XV finalists - who 
went on to the final. 

In the other half, 4 GS Regt 
RLC cruised into the main 
final against little opposition. 

The RWF ran hard and tack- 
led harder until they were over- 
come by the sheer pace of Sgt 
Grabam Bland, retnming to 
rugby after a long injury, and 
Cpl Mark Bouen, a Combined 
Services player this season. 
The loggies won handsomely, 
Cpl Glen Hunt catching the 
eye with an individual uy. SSgt 
Paul Stanley, recently promot- 
ed to B 1 star, refereed the final. 

Match of the festival was the 
Plate Final, with 1 Para, repre- 
senting Rugby League, being 
supremely fit, hard and aggres- 
sive and Gurkha soldiers in 
green blazers and regimental 
ties to a man applauding as the 
Officers’ Mess, 1 RGR took 
the field in green and black. 

Led by Rob Abernethey, the 
Army and Combined Services 
full back, they played wonder- 
ful sevens against a 1 Para team 
which ran and handled crisply 
and hit everything that moved. 

It is not often that the tea 
tents empty for a Plate Final 
but this year the crowd, parti- 
san to a man, roared on their 
favourites. After a match where 
the lead constantly changed 
hands, the Gurkhas won 22-18. 

To stage an Army sevens 
competition of 26 games, a 
demonstration tag match and a 
women’s match in eight hours 
requires superb organisation 
and hard work. Lt Col Peter 
Andrews masterminded the 
day, Braddock while APTC Lt Gary and Smy, their SSgt sol- 

diers from RLC Deepcut pro- 
vided direction and muscle. 

women (UK) 10, Women (0) 0 
The first Army women’s rep- 

resentative match was held in 
conjunction with the sevens. 

Although it has taken three 
years to get women players on 
to the park, there is no doubt it 

was a great success that will be 
repeated Many players in 1998. showed a high 

level of skill and both teams 
provided a spectacle for an 
enthusiastic, if initially scepti- 
cal, crowd. Several women on 
both sides had played for civil- 
ian clubs, were fit, and wanted 
to attack with the ball. 

The UK were formnate to 
have the experienced Maj Sue 
Ellis AGC (a Welsh interna- 
tional) and Capt Wendy Kirby, 
a renowned Scottish hooker, 
on their side. They also had a 
physically dominating back 
row where Margaret Fowers 
caught the eye. 

Wendy Kirby and Sue Ellis 
combined well in the front row 
of a six-person scrum to supply 
ample ball to the UK backs 
who ran strongly and with 
determination. App Clare 
Heathcote (R Sigs), scored an 
excellent try (her first), power- 
inn UD the wing and breaking - _  - 
tackles. 

The Germany side, cap- 
tained led hard by throughout Eddie Hatton, and tack- were 

unlucky to face such an experi- 
enced UK side. 

At the final whistle, the cyn- 
ical were left to ponder on what 
was a highly spirited and skilful 
game of rugby football. 

Women’s rugby is on the 
map the field but if needs it is to enthusiasm grow. off 
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Lee on ,ireshelt a brink of 
England 1 I 

debut 
FORMER soldier Lee Brad- 
bury, top scorer for the 
Nationwide League Division 
One side Pommouth last 
season, is on the brink 01 
England international status. 

M e r  joining the national 
Under-21 squad but sitIina 
wt the match against Geor. 
pia in April he was hoping tc 
be on the teamsheet for the 
European champjonship ~ a m r  
against Poland in Katowice 
on May 30. 

Lee, a former 1st Banal. 
ion, The Ptinccss of Waled1 
Royal Regiment private whc 
featured in a Soldier Inter 
view in OUT March 31 issue 
was voted Portsmouth’ 
player of the season afte 
scoring 17 goals in his firs 
full term with the club. 

a 4  I l -  

l 

I Provides emergency all weather cover in minutes 
WE WILL TAILOR MAKE UNITS TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

On thelr way to their tour ot the South Paclflc ere 
the Brltiah Army (Germany) rugby teem and Onl- 
clals, bemg soan On by GIIl Blddlecomb. of R o w ,  
one of thelr major sponsors. 
!at& raaulb from the New W a n d  leg oi their 

Rlneraly were a 29-29 draw against AT0 Walouru 
and a 25-20 wln a g a l d  CordfM RFC. They were 
then scheduled to play agalnst 1 RNZIR, with a 
final match In Naw Zealand agalnat the New 
Zealand Army belng a daunting prospect. 

A big day for 
the triathlon Lighters 1 

I with your crest 
Minimum order 50 THIS year’s Army mathlon 

championships are to be an 
integral part of the London 
triathlon on September 21. 

The went, to be held in the 
London Docfdands, aims to be 
the largest in t h i s  country, with 
5,000 competitors. 

Maj Ben Appleton, of the 
Army Triarhlon Association 
[ATA), sees the move as an 
opportunity to broaden the 
appeal of the sport 

“The race is to be televised 
live and is amacting wide- 
spread media interest. We have 
ensured that our race main- 
tains its integriw while at the 
same t ime gainmg a great deal 
in terms of profile,” he said. 

First-time triathletes who 
may wish to enter the half-dis- 
tance race of 750m swim, 
2Okm cycle and 51rm run are 
being targeted by the ATA. 
Major and minor units are 
strongly encouraged to enter 
teams of four for the full dis- 
tance race of 1,500m swim, 
4 0 h  cycle and lOkm run. 

There will also be the chance 
to enter relay teams of three, 
with each individual complet- 
ing one discipline at the 1 1 1  
distance. 

Maj Appleton also has high 
hopes for the Army squad. 

“Last season the Army won 
the Jersey International, had 
several athletes in the world 
championships and are the 
current inter-Services shampi- 
ons,” he said. 

“We are confident that 1997 
will see more success, as we are 
representing Britain at the 
European club relays in July.’’ 

Enuants are advised not to 
do so by replying direct to the 
orguniser, a8 they will pay the 
full amount of E38. 

One of the main sponsors is 
SSAFA Forces Help, and the 
ATA hopes that all athletes will 
support the charity. 

Entry forms from: WO2 
Charles Jenkins, WOs’ and 
S m ’  Mess. RAF Bramuton. 

I ‘  
\ . -  

c 

KNlTE LINK LIGHT SYSTEM 
Aireshelta’s revolutionary new lighting system llOV. 22OV or 240V, 36 watt compact fluorescent 
lights with tripod will give you extensive floodlighting capacity with minimum energy consumption. 
Fach lamp consumes only 36 watts. The light ouQut is better than a 500 watt Tungsten equivalent, 
with up to 50% more usable light and up to 20% larger footprint than any other similar system. It is 
also cold to the touch. Each element is able to give you 5ooo hours of life. 

TELEPHONE: 44 01484 646559 FACSIMILE 44 01484 644450 
Email Richard8airshel.demon.co.uk 
AIRESHELTA, JUBILEE WORKS, 10 DALE STREET, LONG W 0 0 D, HUDDERSFIELD, H D 3 4TG 

<untingdon, Cambridg&& 
PE18 8QL. 

46 



I 

Lee on ,ireshelt a brink of 
England 1 I 

debut 
FORMER soldier Lee Brad- 
bury, top scorer for the 
Nationwide League Division 
One side Pommouth last 
season, is on the brink 01 
England international status. 

M e r  joining the national 
Under-21 squad but sitIina 
wt the match against Geor. 
pia in April he was hoping tc 
be on the teamsheet for the 
European champjonship ~ a m r  
against Poland in Katowice 
on May 30. 

Lee, a former 1st Banal. 
ion, The Ptinccss of Waled1 
Royal Regiment private whc 
featured in a Soldier Inter 
view in OUT March 31 issue 
was voted Portsmouth’ 
player of the season afte 
scoring 17 goals in his firs 
full term with the club. 

a 4  I l -  

l 

I Provides emergency all weather cover in minutes 
WE WILL TAILOR MAKE UNITS TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

On thelr way to their tour ot the South Paclflc ere 
the Brltiah Army (Germany) rugby teem and Onl- 
clals, bemg soan On by GIIl Blddlecomb. of R o w ,  
one of thelr major sponsors. 
!at& raaulb from the New W a n d  leg oi their 

Rlneraly were a 29-29 draw against AT0 Walouru 
and a 25-20 wln a g a l d  CordfM RFC. They were 
then scheduled to play agalnst 1 RNZIR, with a 
final match In Naw Zealand agalnat the New 
Zealand Army belng a daunting prospect. 

A big day for 
the triathlon Lighters 1 

I with your crest 
Minimum order 50 THIS year’s Army mathlon 

championships are to be an 
integral part of the London 
triathlon on September 21. 

The went, to be held in the 
London Docfdands, aims to be 
the largest in t h i s  country, with 
5,000 competitors. 

Maj Ben Appleton, of the 
Army Triarhlon Association 
[ATA), sees the move as an 
opportunity to broaden the 
appeal of the sport 

“The race is to be televised 
live and is amacting wide- 
spread media interest. We have 
ensured that our race main- 
tains its integriw while at the 
same t ime gainmg a great deal 
in terms of profile,” he said. 

First-time triathletes who 
may wish to enter the half-dis- 
tance race of 750m swim, 
2Okm cycle and 51rm run are 
being targeted by the ATA. 
Major and minor units are 
strongly encouraged to enter 
teams of four for the full dis- 
tance race of 1,500m swim, 
4 0 h  cycle and lOkm run. 

There will also be the chance 
to enter relay teams of three, 
with each individual complet- 
ing one discipline at the 1 1 1  
distance. 

Maj Appleton also has high 
hopes for the Army squad. 

“Last season the Army won 
the Jersey International, had 
several athletes in the world 
championships and are the 
current inter-Services shampi- 
ons,” he said. 

“We are confident that 1997 
will see more success, as we are 
representing Britain at the 
European club relays in July.’’ 

Enuants are advised not to 
do so by replying direct to the 
orguniser, a8 they will pay the 
full amount of E38. 

One of the main sponsors is 
SSAFA Forces Help, and the 
ATA hopes that all athletes will 
support the charity. 

Entry forms from: WO2 
Charles Jenkins, WOs’ and 
S m ’  Mess. RAF Bramuton. 

I ‘  
\ . -  

c 

KNlTE LINK LIGHT SYSTEM 
Aireshelta’s revolutionary new lighting system llOV. 22OV or 240V, 36 watt compact fluorescent 
lights with tripod will give you extensive floodlighting capacity with minimum energy consumption. 
Fach lamp consumes only 36 watts. The light ouQut is better than a 500 watt Tungsten equivalent, 
with up to 50% more usable light and up to 20% larger footprint than any other similar system. It is 
also cold to the touch. Each element is able to give you 5ooo hours of life. 

TELEPHONE: 44 01484 646559 FACSIMILE 44 01484 644450 
Email Richard8airshel.demon.co.uk 
AIRESHELTA, JUBILEE WORKS, 10 DALE STREET, LONG W 0 0 D, HUDDERSFIELD, H D 3 4TG 

<untingdon, Cambridg&& 
PE18 8QL. 

46 



Ready tor Ilftoff A Royal 
Air F o m  Chlnook heavy- 
lift helicopter hook6 up a 

b 
Ready tor Ilftoff A Royal 
Air F o m  Chlnook heavy- 
lift helicopter hook6 up a 

p _ .  

f 

1 

f 

L 




