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sport 

Sign up a mate and make E250 
ANEW "buddy" recruiting echeme for the 
Army offam soldiere an Incentive to elgn up 
their friends. But beforethe bounty, derlgned 

to easa the mannlng shortfall, is pald, the 
pal ha5 to complete hie training and join a 
regiment or corps. Full details in Page 5. 

Under a new study 
announced by Armed Forces 
Minister Nicholas Soames, the 
Defence Analytical and Statis- 
tical Agency at Bath is to com- 
pare the records of 51,300 
British personnel who took 
pan in the war to liberate 
Kuwait with the records of a 
similar number, matched in 
age and sex, drawn from 
249,900 personnel who did 
not serve in the Gulf. 

The MOD'S current medical 
assessment programme, under 
which more than 350 veterans 
have been examined, was 
endorsed last summer by a 
Royal College of Physicians 
clinical audit. 

At the time, the Royal Col- 
lege recommended the MOD 
should involve eminent civilian 
specialists in specific areas of 
medicine relevant to condi- 
tions alleged to have been 
caused by service in the Gulf. 

As a result, discussions have 
been held with specialists in 
toxicology, immunology, uopi- 
cal diseases, epidemiology and 
birth defects. 

A comprehensive medical 
statistical database has been 
prepared to provide the basis 
for epidemiological studies 
into the incidence and dismb- 
ution of diseases and other 
health-related factors. 

METHOD APPROVED 
M r  Soames said that medical 

and scientific experts who 
anended a recent meeting con- 
vened by the Surgeon General, 
Surgeon Vice-Admiral Larry 
Revell, had expressed approval 
at the MODS approach and 
had agreed there was no evi- 
dence at present to indicate the 
existence of a unique and pre- 
viously unknown condition or 
illness associated with service 
in the Gulf. 
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HEALTH records  of more than 50,000 soldiers, sailors and 
who served in the Gulf are to be screened in an attempt to e 
whether there is an increased  incidence of i l lness among the veter 
or an unusual number of birth abnormal i t ies  among their children. 

"We accept that a numb 
Gulf veterans are 111, and 

the possible effects of Gulfs 
ylce on those children of vet 
an8 who have been born w1 
bmh defects. 

"As the next stage 
work, my department i s  
mssiolllng a series of epi 
olog.lcal S N ~ I ~ S  comp 
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ITroopsto I 
(secure ~ I 1 burial sites I 

Unmar Id 
claims Spartan crew 

BRITISH troops In Bognia will 
provide security fa Uniied 
Nations teams visiting alkgd 
grave sites, Baroness Chalker 
of Wallasey told the Lwds on 
January 85. 

At their baK in Hohne, eom- 
mpadiao officer Lt Col Tim 
chec&tg nnd the regiment 
~ d w m e n ~ t h e i r  
f&milbina&ortserviee 
before smthrg the weelr'a 
Wort 

cot checkerta was proud of 
thc wncchfim made by r$a 
spuadrons of me Light h- 
 oars inrenaning the wuntzy 
to ttomdiw, and slid the ha- 
dent highlighted the dmgera 
fpctdby ail IFORtroops on a 
dailybasis. 
Lt Madden rend R I M b  

and Serbo-Goet at Unmasity 

His bmther, Maj David 
Medden, se& with the 
Queen's Royal Hussars, which 
deployed two squadrons to the 
area in early January. 
Both troopers were on their 

second tour in Bode.  * &Y pfta the nee&, 
TprOViD@OdBfZlIIl@rrccived 
a lcrmfiom him in which he 
Wmte of dle danger of mines. 
Au thne onnks which 

f'ought in the area have oa 
openrcd with F O R  m provid- 
ing information about 
mineWds, end some 1,700 
have been recorded. 

Re -mate and earn E250 pmposes to Interview a repre- 
sentative gmup of 1 RWF sol- 
hers about an incident durhg 
which the life of a tusllier wa8 
threetenad while he w s  being 
held troops, h-e Armed by Forcss Bosnian Minister Serb 

NWlolaSSoaWtoldtheCom- 

P U P  
Them are no plans for a spe- 

cial rem of me tenrmandm- 

Corps [clerks recruitm," mid Maj Anna 
e L250 before Steel, SO2 Soldier Reuuithg 

at DAR in London. 
Printed in red and blue and "Hopefully, we will get 

more rcuuirs, since I believe a . soldier describes best what B 
soldier does. 

"I tbink one of the best ways 
of SeIliqg the Atmy is a soldier 

mt 

tax. 

bearing the appropriate cap 
badges, the cards were deliv- 
ered to the mlewnt organisa- 
tions by the beginning of the 
year for onward mmmission 
to units, tellinghiswsrstaries." 

~ p l e  Intsnky has eltcaciy 

! 
044 

ty appli- enlistme 

I 

yar man 20,OOo bounty card. 
h.urbwn luwdtothe Infantry 

time) and the Gurkhas), plus 
dle Royal Logistics C o p  
(pioneus onlyr and the Adjj- 

_i 

ed with disgraa, from We 

FmmpSg.3 ~' '' , 

Gulf-relsted illness, 
the possibility of 

Tpr A.mnrv uvingmn 

tanks, ripped through L. Jt 
CVRT-series Spartan, causing 
a fierce blaze which ignited 
ammunition. 

Heaw snow made the task of 
0 Gdsmn Paul Kay, 24, 

serving with the Windsor- ~ ~~ ~~ ~ 

clearing a route to the soldiers : ' based 1st Banalion, SCOQ 
more hazardous for sappers Guards, died sftct wllspaine 
k m  Wimbish-based 49 Field during a run  ash RMges, 
Squadron EOD. Several more ~ Hampshire, despite the cf6w* 
anti-tank 'and +i-personnd ' '~ of medice to revive him at the 
mines were found. , scene. An inquest is to be held. 

.'. . 
rn ' _- 
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FAW to change itmarne 
A NEW name has been agreed The old name was seen to be 
for the ten-year-old Federation marked simultaneously on excluding growing numbers of 
of Army Wives, but it will not May 3 at the Rheindablen a community which includes 
be used until it is officially Show and at events in the single parents, both male and 
launched on May 3. United Kingdom and overseas female. 

On that day the organisa- garrisons. Most of those who voted - 
tion, which campaigns on a Nearly 80 per cent of those 78 per cent - preferred Army 
vastrangeofwelfmandsocial canvassed last year felt the' Families Federation to the 
issues aflecdng Service depen- FAW should rethink its title to other suggested title, the Fed- 
dants, will become the Army reflect changes in the compo- eration of Army W I ~ Q  and 
Families Federation. nents of the modem family. Families. 

The nam'bchange will be . 
' A  

n ~ Soldiers  on LSD haw trusted Natoosra over the 
RMtSOyau;rtO8UplYtheb 
newcar. 

~o~tunet,eb,  many more cars 1 
1 

than this have been bought 
from Natocars bemuse so many 
customers come back time and 
again - some well on their way 
to double figures1 

1 

"blew it' 
According to declassified MoC 
documents, soldiers who volun 
teered to take part in secre 
chemical warfare trials a 
Porion Down in the 19601 
became disorganised and inca 
pable of taking orders after the! 
were dosed with LSD tablets. - 
Times 

I 

! 

I 0 Defence chiefs want to dis 
band 3 Para and transfer it! 
troops to the two other baital 
ions of The Parachute Regi 
ment. - Sunday Times 

So, why do Natocars' customers 
display such loyalty? They tell 
UB it's because we are caring, 
competitive and they feel secure 
and want for nothing. 

0 One of Britain's ' mos 
mdangered species, the stoni 
curlew, has found a safe havei 
on MOD training grounds 01 
Salisbury Plain. - Independent 

P The pick of young offend 
ers sent to MCTC Coicheste 
under the new "boot camp 
regime are to be invited to joii 
the A n y  under a scheme bein! 
mnsidered by the Home Offin 
and MOD. -Daily Te/egraph 

Well they would, wouldn't they, 
you might say because they're 
looking for an even better deal 
next time - and they get it1 

So, what's missing? Simply, 
everyone who has not yet found 
out about today's Natocars. 

Just pick up the phone, clip the 
coupon or drop us a line and 
find out why there is no 
standard service at Na-s - 
only first clsssl 

0 Military chiefs have beet 
ordered to train thousands o 
"agony aunts" to tackle prob 
lems faced by Servicemen ani 
women. - Dai/y Mail 

0 Retired Col Alec Forks 
was the last patient to be treat 
ed in Aldershot's 117-year.011 
Cambridge Military Hospital 
The former APTC officer left thi 
CMH on January 31 followin! 
his third hip replacement opera 
tion. - Aldershot News 

Medics move on 
rodent disease 
MEDICS have established a 
monitoring system for British 
troops serving with NATO's 
Peace Implementation Force 
(IFOR) in former Yugoslavia. 

The move followed confir- 
mation that a British soldier 
had contracted a rare rodent- 
borne disease in nod-east 
Bosnia. He is now receiving 
treatment in the UK for 
haemorraghic fever with renal 
syndrome (HFFLS), a disease 
historicallv associated with 

Watchkeepers' 
pool carries off 
TA team prize 

Railway's 
t ri bu t e t  o 
GER-khas E C O L C H E S T E R - b a s e d  
Queen's Own Gurkha Ran, 
port Reglment and the 
Brlgade of .Gurkhss were 
honoured on Februsly 6 
when Great Eastern Rallway 
named s Class 321 unH 
"Gurkha"In a ceremony at 
the town's station. 

W o n  the formal naming 
took place, the Gurkha bend 
ontertalned travellers. Pre 
.em were 90 members of the 
Clacton branch of the Royal 
Brltlsh Leglon and members 
of the Burma Star Assocla. 
tlon who later returned ta 
London on the newly-named 
treln as guests of GER. 

GER managlng dlrsctoi 
Bob Breakwell =Id: "The linh 
with thls famous reglmgnt Is 
now forged and wlll be seen 
by ilterally thousands d 
people every day." 

1992 

STAFF officers from HQ 5 
Airborne Brigade (All Arms 
Watchkeepers and Liaison 
Officers Pool 0) won the TA 
Bells Trophy for the best Terri- 
torial Army team in the 
brigade march and shoot com- 
petition held on RMA Sand- 
burst's Barbarossa training 
area. 

The ten team members, led 
by Lt Col Eric Kohn, REME, 
had to cover a ten-mile course, 
including 16 checkpoints, fol- 
lowed by a shoot. 

Aoart t h m  two other REME 

badges ranged from Gurkha to 
Royal Artillery and RAMC. 
Teams from Regular and Tem- 
tonal Army units which are 
part of, or aililiated to, the 
brigade took part. 

0 TA staff of6cerwalso pro- 
vided a four-man team for the 
Swiss Raid Commando com- 
petition in Colombier Neucha- 
tel. 

The gruelling event involved 
military teams moving more 
than 15Okm across mountains 
for 48 hours. Part of the course 
was comdeted on Swiss Armv 

representatives, their cap-. bicycle-' ' ' 7 
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OH. BROTHER 
, .. . .. ...... .. ..-. ....-. 

Their respective Services g o t t o g s t h e r a n d a a  
surprise W i n g  for the parr, who ware wpamtsl as 
chiMrenand hadseaneachoiher~oncein15yesrs. 

Lea,anAGC(SPS)elark,hadbeeninsbudedtoOota 
the herped to bodc in iroops arriving fmm My, d y l o  
find hisbrother-whochanged hissumamebvde8drlc(ll 
when his mother remarrid- getting wt of d W !  
sent to pkk him up from HMS London, on 
serves as weapon systems operator, in the Adrialfc, 

The ne* three hours for the astonished and 6el@hw 
brothers were spent in catching up on topics W 5 
Reir mutual love of hockey. 

hqi 

I 
When moiorists in 
a small Bosnian 
communiiy found 
themselves strand- 
ed on either side of a huge hole 
atter their main road collapsed due to 
a landslide, the sappers went to the 
rescue. 

And in charge of the heavy piant 
brought in to construct siorm drains 
and build a second road above the 
original on more soli foundations 
was Cpl Dean Llnk, plant secibn 
commander for 5 Field Squadron RE, 
seen, as it were, at the scene. I 

m e  general was in-Yorkshire ,.. 
open the f700,OW range, co 
st~cted by Waierbeach-based I 

Fd Sqn, and the first In the UK to be 
purpose-buin for the new automatic 
marking system, which gives 
trainees a computer monitor at the 
firing point to check their accuracy PARTING was n d  

Such swset 8omow Tanks verv w 
I 

.r for Pte Jni Ewlng of 
32 Engineer Regi- much . . . 
ment and her hus- 
band, LCpl Jlm Ewing of 16 Tank Transpqter 
Squadron RLC. . 

The sappers, to w d m  Jill is atiached as a 
member of the AGC, were leaving Hannover to 
join the Implementation Force in Bosnia and 
Jtm had appliedforatemporarytransferto3Tank 
Transporlar Squadron, which is in theatre. 

The requesi was granted without hassle or red 
tape so Jiil and Jim were able to leave together. - 

and diploma in management is WO1 
hmk Dove, based at Bulford Camp, 

Ceriificate - r-nised as between 
dsgree and master’s w e  level - 

wherehe iBs8Bn being presented wm the 
documents by Mg Tmy Ken, Assistant 
DiWwral Commander 3 (UK) Division. 
-I was bftfacingthafuiurewiih a lot of man- 

agement experience but no fwmal quaiifica- 
Sons, which Is why I enrolled,” sa@ Derek, who 
studiedforl4mthsin hisowntimeand.aner34 
years in me Army, has less than a year left to serve. 

- Y 
\ F(air)welI, 

Gordon 
One claim to fame for 
Gordon Wllllarns, who has 
retired after almost 40 years 
in the Civil Service, is that. 
as an information officer at 
the Air Ministry at the begin- 
ning of the 196Os, he 
helped to launch the Red 
Arrows aerial display team. 

Another notable episode 
for Gordon, whose final 
post was in York as Senior 
Public Information Officer 
for 2nd Division, was a stint 
in the 1980s as editor of 
Sokiier News and news 
editor of Soldier magazine. 



How do we help man 
who's lost WHEN I first went out to Ger- 

many It was my proud boast that 
all my worldly goods fitted into 
the back of a small car. As the everything ? years progressed I accumulated 
more and more possessions. 
Some of them were cherished 
reminders of happy times. 

Eve~y time I moved I packed kind of event is regrettable but 
them into the boxes provided and rare. Given the number of moves 
sent them off into the unknown. carried out around the world and 
Fortunately my faith was reward- the amount of boxes loaded and 
sd on every Occasion and I was unloaded this isprobablyfrue. But 
reunited with my pre- shouldn't this mean 
:ious things. that, when it does 

Some people aren't happen, there should 
30 lucky. I remember be even more atten- 
me friend whose tion given to keeping 
mxes went up in the injured party up to 
smoke when the lony date with how inquiries 
:arrying them caught are progressing? 
lire. Others have lost My correspondent 
a11 or part of their says that he is con- 
mlongings in acci- cerned about uninsur- 
ients and thefts. able losses. It seems 

in eVeN Case the that there is now noth- 
ing he can do about 
the personal effects 

which he hadn't thought about 
insuring for large amounts of 
money. How do you put avalue on 

wi's col1 - oser was' reassured Lf 
:hat it would all be all 
'ight because they were insured 
md could claim back the loss. 
Nhile this is true it's impossible to 
)ut a value on an album of pho- 
ographs, en ornament kept as a 
amembrance of a loved one or a 
:oiiection of love letters. 

Every now and then I get a 
ener fmm someone who has 
men affected by just this sort of 
went. The latest is from a man 
who was posted overseas from 
he United Kingdom. 

His boxes were in a truck which 
was stolen, emptied and aban- 
ioned. He lost everything. 

He had been wise and insured 
lis possessions and he will be 
simbursed but he was unpre- 
iared for the emotional shock of 
osing all the belongings that 
nade up his personal history. 

He praised the MOD for their 
ieip but he has voiced a concern 
ihared by others similarly affect- 
d. He has been dismayed to find 
hat the contractors have appar- 
mtly suffered no penalty for the 
ncident. He also wishes he could 
iave been kept up to date with 
my inquiriescarriedouttofind the 
hieves. 

Whenever i've iooked into this 
n the oast IVe been told that this 

them? And how can you insure 
yourself against the very real feel- 
ing of bereavement when they are 
all taken from you? 

The message for anyone think- 
ing of renewing their insurance or 
taking it out forthe first time is that 
you must talk it over with the 
agency selling you the cover. 
Make sure you take a long look at 
your possessions. Don't just think 
about how much your hi-fi is worth 
or how much it would cost you to 
replace your computer. 

Think about how you're going 
to feel if everything you've packed 
disappears without trace. Statisti- 
cally speaking, it's unlikely but it 
could happen. You might argue 
that you'ii take everything you 
treasure in the back of the car so 
that you can keep an eye on it. But 
cars get stolen too, and it may be 
that you won't be able to drive to 
your next posting. 

When you've packed your 
boxes don't forget to keep a list of 
everything contained in each of 
them. 

This is not just a help when 
you're unpacking but it could pro- 

vide a useful list for the palice il 
the worst happens. 

One other helpful suggestion 
comes from the police them. 
selves. If you have possessions 
which are particularly valuable in 
financial or sentimental terms, 
mark them in some way which will 
mean you can identity them as 
yours. 

There are many ways in which 
you can mark your belongings. 
There are special etching kits for 
glass and hard surfaces; there are 
special pens which make a mark 
visible only under a particular kind 
of light source. The least expen- 
sive option is simply to inflict a tiny 
amount of damage in a position 
outofsightand knownonlytoyou. 

Unfortunately losing your 
belongings can happen wherever 
you are and at any time of the day. 
Details of a current initiative, KI 
Watch (Soldier, Jan 8) are avail. 
able from your local AMP. 

It's a shame that the Service 
community is affected by theft in 
the same way as the civilian com- 
munity but it's not a new phenom- 
enon. It's up to everyone to make 
sure that its effects are limited. 

Finally, on the general subject 
of insurance, please bear in mind 
that this is big business where 
cheaoer and cheaoer deals are ~~~ ~ ~ ~ 

being advertised ai&g with easier 
methods of taking it out. 

Whatever you're insuring, 
whether it's your kit, your house, 
your heaith or anything else, ask 
what isn't covered rather than 
what is. Find out if there are any 
exclusion clauses or time limits for 
claims. You'rethe only one parting 
with the money so any reputable 
company or agent won't mind you 
asking detailed questions before 
giving them your business. 

0 Car1 Robelts presents Coun- 
terpoint on BFBS radio. Write 
to her at BFBS, BFPO 786; of 
do Soldhr. 

War widows bid fails Y 

A REQUEST to extend eligibility to 
war widows' pension was rejected 
by the Government in the House of 
Lords. 

Under the rules of the Armed 
Forces Pension Scheme, before 
1978, a widow had to be married to 
her husband while he was still 
serving to qualify for a pension. 

From April 6 1978 the entitie- 
ment was extended to the widows 

of those Servicemen who married 
after retirement. 

Lord Campbeii of Alloway asked 
whether the 1978 pension rule 
change could be extended to 
potential widows who married after 
1964. 

But Defence Under-Secretary 
Earl Howe said there were no 
plans to extend the provision retm- 
spectively. 

',%merit Organlaatlon's bul- 

planned throughout the 

'iareer openlngs for those 
-09nsidering work aa an air- 
'Une pilot, school bursar, 

. .  

I 
c 

Hn(awphudmoem~pnanruldaLondDnJobantn Helpline 
helpline Jobcentres tc 

'sell'the Army AN 0800 free information number 
that gives callers advice on how to 
keep caiis to telephone helplines 
as confldenhai as possible has 
been set up by BT 

The adnce addresses the prob- 
lem of lastnumber re-dial and 

people from seeking help ..I J- 

, 
i 
I 

I 
I 

ARMED foror#, vacanoleg NC to be Sdvertkd for Me flmt 
itemised bills which could deter 'j h all 1,iw Of b united Khgdorn'S -1 net*ork Of 

The BT Cailino Heiolines The Emolovment S e m  wli 
number is 0800 WOO-08. ' be abb to & thosa who may 

not have msidered the job cppor- 
LINCOLNSHIRE RESETTLE- tunitles that the Armed Forces can 
MENT: A series ofbrleflngs lor ~ . .  1 ' of&,' ~IOUDOB(I  Mucetion and 
Sarvlca peraonnel planning to Employment Semetery Gii#an 

'In particular, people may not be 
work or live In the county has 
been announcad by Lln- 
colnshlre Tralnlna and Enter- '..' :I . ware of the skiwed iobs avail& 

.+I 
I shephard. 

- 
priw Councll. 

Worklng In Llncolnshlm win- 
lnara am to k, heid on May 15 
and October 16, anda Llvlng In 
Llncolnahlm brlefng on July 3. 

The events wlll k, h& at 
basas throughout the county 
and run by the Sarvlce Leavers 
Support Taam atat1onadat HQ 
49 East Mgade, Chehtynd Bar- 
racks, Nofflngham. 

Franchise 

su~h as mechan~~~; drivers, car- 
tographers, caoks and so on.' 

Successful ptbt schemes had 
&Imady been run in Edinburgh. 
Gloucaster. Greenwich, Livwpool. 
Norwich and.Swansea belween 
OctotwrIW4andMarollI995. 

Rwu@ng was a very high pmr- 
ifyforthe MOD, said Armed Forms 
Minister Niohoks Soames. and it 
was %rlboar that sufficient people 
ofthe fight dibrewre recruitedto 
malntah he opemUonal effective- 
Wss and l7apaMuty of the Forces. 
1 hoRe wuw m I e  who had 

Newguide . 
to schools 
A semnd edition of The 
Gabbiols Guide to independent 
S&ods, described as the 
Mmitive guide to independent 
edmtion in the UK, has been 
published. The directory of 
more than 2,2W sohwk is 
p u b i i M  in a chunky 780 
page paperback by Kosan 
PBDe and co8ls f9.w. 
Naafi homo Insurance 

A NEW honwl mtents i n s u m  
sheme has been launched by 
Naali Finanoial services. Home- 
pian, undemritten by General 
W e n t ,  is desisned to compls 
ment the exisbng Safeguafd 
scheme by matiw the needs of 

I 
t 

not prevtusiy &sidered a career 
in the S~NIWS w i U  bs attracted by 
the mde vanetv of lots on o h r  * 

those who do not Want full world- 
mde m e r  R is availawe to Ml- 
iam as well as milmw customers exhibit ion 

Looking on 
bright side 
of separation 
ENFORCED pen& of sepamKtn 
In the Armed Fcmxs may achraliy 
haw a positwe ude bf famllles 
according to research commis- 

couples from all three SecviceS. 
and who had remamed marned for 
between aghl and 27 yesrs, were 
questioned in the Psycho!qy 
DepaRmM Of a m  college. 
London as part of a wider study to 
establish the level of divorce within 
theArmedFOE8S 

The research is being led by 
SSAFA's M n g  party inta mariial 
breakdorm. 

Given totd mnWntialliy, cou- 
ples spoke frankiyabout aspadsof 
IHe In the Services 

expressed appreuatm for the 
suppat gwen by the S e m  com- 
munliy at times of stress. 

lnevltable separatlans were 
seen as hawng a pasmve slde, pm- 
viding space and tinm for reflection 
fonowed by the excitement of 

SlolmdbySsAFA 

Whde S O M  Were NI1ICBI. dhem 

reunions. 
Dr Dad Jones, senior iecturer 

in pwchuloay at Birkbeck, a i d  
there Wes w&nce that eeriy mar- 
ried life, including periods of 
planned separations, was greatly 
helped kvkm gaod quality manied 
quarterswereavaileble. 

"Then, persists a strong sense 
of wide end loyany associated with 
the status of tnllilary lih, which was 
shared by the wives." he said. 

An Army sergeant told the 
researchars .In the ~ r m y  it's very 
hard to hide a pmblem WIUI a mar- 
riage. If your wife is downtown 
every night with a daferent fellow, 
somebodywiii know:Hiswifesaid 
'Me was like an opan book." 

of the 
m ile het 
hugband was in the GUM. "I had a 
Id of support from the wives . . . 
and people on the base. You got a 
lot of moral suppoct t you wed 
it. I think 1 got atone well." 

others complained of the 
marcMng w t  pmoedun, when 

AWIfedescnbsd rt as .de&- 
ing". She said: They expea a 20- 
year& &er to look like It has 

leaving memed,quruters. 

Ten per cent off Cyprus holidays 
tion Centre in Birmingham on MEMBERS of the British Army are I@ I 0  per cent oft any of their hoii- menta such as mom or board 

A record number of companies are 
expected to take part 14 the new- 
look national franchise exhibitm 
to be staged at the Nabonal Exhibi- , 
October 4-6. Visitors wilihave the n behig 'o!fered, lhrough . Soid&, diys there which, they add, are upgradesand car hire. 
chance to look into a wide range of .saving$ of up to f 100 per penurn "already wmpetitivdy priced'. 'For Airgiobe's 52-page 
business opportunities, with Thereductionapp~notoniyto broehure, callO171-813 1122.The 
investments starting from less than :- disownt Oner must 5 mantiOned the baai holiday cost, but also 
f5,000. .:f insumllcs q optional supple, a t themofbmkhg .  

just m e  out of the showrooms." 

ware now more relaxed and that 
paying cleaning mntractors had 
reduced the pressures on ttlem. 

With an estimated one-in-three 
marriages in the UK now ending in 
divorce, SSAFA's long-term prom 
seeks to dismver the level of 
diwucein the Armed Forms. 

by the MoD. 
SSAFA's working party includes 

representatives from me three Ser- 
vices, Relate, the Semafilam, 
Families Need Fathers, the Nation- 
al Stepfamily Association. CAST 
(Community Acthmy Support 
Team). S e w  chaplains. and 
SSAFA's Director of social Work. 

It has alerted the MOD to the 
implications of propaged divorce 
legislation. 

Wur oalective, in all our wwk, Is 
to hy to prevent unnecessary 
breakdowns in Smce Wages."  
smd Mn Mson Barns, chainnan 
of the working party. 

0 Bld's eybvlm - 81 

others SaKi the pmcadwes 

The research is being financed 

SOLDIERS from the Mon- 
mouhshhe Royal Enginesrs (Mili- 
tia) havs been carin@ for ~wo 
RE-allocated Haig Homes in 
Cardiff. 
Msn fmm Ihs regiment's Cwnc 

bran- 1613 A&d Syjadm 
(Militia)decwated bdhbwsiw Iisf 
yew and are prepring to wbrk w 
thegardenof 
siiveatet. How 
corps in a railway operating com- 
pany during the semnd Wotd 
War. 

The o4her Haig How is occu- 
pied by Hyald and &net Gavin. 
H a m  served throughout the 
193945 war and saw action with, 
the British ExpadMOnary Forca. Ha 
also saw action in Iran and Iraq. 

WO1 (RSM) John Dargavel RE 
delivered hampers to both families. 
at Chrisbnaa. 

- .  , .- , 

. , - f .  * I " . . .. 1 : ;  ' . .  
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l M t i s h  Army chless asset’ wanted 
for new 
3vil 
Lffairs 

hroup 

a WITH the British deployment 
to IFOR in Bosnia complete, 
more than one third of the 
Army is now on, preparing for, 
or recoveringfrom, operational 
commitments. 

Meanwhile it continues to 
implement far-reaching and 
profound changes, Armed 
Forces Minister Nicholas 
Soames said in the Commons 
debate on the Army. 

Earlier he said he hoped the 
House and the country 
realised “how incredibly lucky 
we are in Great Britain to have 
such a superb Army. 

“At every level of command 
and throughout all ranks, the 
Army is exceptional in its per- 
sonal and professional stan- 
dards, in its team work, and in 
its highly developed sense of 
cohesion, identity, duty and 
obligation.” 

Acknowledging that the 
reorganisations of the past few 
years had inevitably extracted a 
price in terms of the pressure 
and upheaval that they have 
caused, he said: “This instim- 
on is a patcbless asset.” 

They  have disposed of 
more than 3,500 mines and 
unexploded objects and over- 
seen the clearance of more 
than 70 major minefields, 
reducing the risk to innocent 
CivilianS. 

“They have repaired and 
rebuilt bridges, notably a 270ft 
Bailey bridge in Mostar to link 
the Muslim and Croatian 
sides. 

T h e y  have reconnected 
water, gas and electricity s u p  
plies, including the water 
supply to 45,000 people in 
Bugojno and 26,000 more in 
Gowde, thus dramatically 
improving the quality of life of 
the local people. They have 
also re-opened and rebuilt 
schools and health centres.“ 

The 11,500 British mops 
serving in IFOR include 450 
volunteer TA soldiers and 
reservists, including signallers, 
engjneers, movement con- 
trollers, military policemen 
and petroleum speaalists. 

Tour intervals 
Mr Soames reafhmed the 

Charles Goodson-Wickes. 
“In some speaalist units, 

such as the sappers, the emer- 
gency tour interval is as low as 
12 months and, in some indi- 
vidual cases, soldiers with a 
particular expertise have been 
working on a back-to-back 
basis. 

“The problem is magnified 
when we have such an enor 
mous percentage of forces wh, 
are either mining, on opera 
tions or re-training . . . the 
highest since the end of the 
Second World War.” 

Recruiting and retention 
To maintain the right bal 

ance of age and experience, th 
Army needs to recruit abou 
15,000 young soldiers a yea 
But fewer volunteers than 
needed are coming forGrard, 
particularly for the comhat 
arms, said the minister. 

Special mensum are being 
taken to meet the shortfall and 
studies are going on to “further 
fortify, refresh and sustain the 
historic county and regional 
links with the Army“. 

To improve the retentioi 
rate, a re-engagement bounty 
had been introduced and “the 
Adjutant General and his 
excellent team are looking at 
ideas such as modern appren- 
ticeships and bringing military 
qualifications more into line 
with the requirements of civil 
ian employers - througb th 
introduction of National Voca 
t i ~ d  Qualificationg, for 
exnmple”. 
On the subject of using job 

centres for Forces recruiting, 
Shadow Defence Seartary Dr 
David Clark sought an assur- 
ance that there would be no 

Other points from 
the debate: 

Bosnia 
“Soldiers from the Royal 

Armoured Corps, the infantry, 
the gunners, signallers, sap- 
pers, aviators, engineers, 
cooks, drivers, logisticians, 
medics and military policemen 
- every single one of them 
deserves our wholehearted and 
genuine admiration,” said the 
minister, referring to the earli- 
er British contribution to the 
UN effort. “The House will 
wish to salute their endeav- 
ours.” 

British logisticians, sappers 
and engineers were heavily 
involved in a wide variety of 
projects to improve the civilian 
i&astructure, he said. 
“Among other notable 

achievements, they have con- 
structed more than l0Oh of 
new roads, constructed, 
improved and maintained 
more than 1 , O O O h  of routes 
to help the humanitarian effort 
and the distribution of aid. 

Government’s commitment to 
achieve an average operational 
tour interval for infantry bat- 
talions of 24 months. 

“In 1995-96 we shall achieve 
an average interval of only 
about 22 months for the 
Wantry, although we shall 
exceed the target comfortably 
for the Royal Artillery and the 
Royal Armoured Corps. 

“On the basis of current 
commitments, including the 
continuing IFOR deployment, 
we expect to meet the target of 
24 months for the infantry in 
1996-97.” 

Mr Menzies Campbell 
referred to “an allegation” he 
had heard that over a four-year 
period one 26-year-old captain 
had spent only six weeks at 
home. 
Sir Archibald Hamilton, a 

former h e d  Forces Minis- 
ter, called for one or two bat- . 
talions of Gurkhas to be 
“salvaged” to carry out peace- 

TRANSPORT, hnancial, cater- 
ing and !egal expms am 
among specialists wanted by 
the Territorial Army for a new 
Civil Affairs Group to become 
operationalon April 1 nextyear. 

The group will consist of 90 
nlficers who will be available in 
teams or as individuals to mili- 
tary commander. 

Members of the group would 
act as liaison officers should 
civil authorities require military 
assistance 01 co-operation. 

Co-ordination of operations 
involving non-military agencies 
would be anoiher aspect of their 
Work 

Some officers already  se^: 
ing in the Territorial Army would 
be Subject qualified to agreement to join the with group. their 

present chain of command, 
their transfer should be relative- 

need a rigid upper age l imt  it 
will be able to offer extended 
sewice to more mature ofllcers 
wlth the necessary skills and 
experience who are coming to 
the end of a TA appointment. 

Men and women on the Reg- 
ular ~ r m y  Resawe of Officers 
will, it is thought, be a partiwlar- 
ly rich source of recruits, e s p  
cially those currently in civilian 
employment in one of the pre- 
ferred areas of expertise. 

experience but with appropriate 
civilian expertise will be eligible. 

Because members of the 
group will be required to pas- 
s e s ~  a degree of authority, age 
limits will not be a bar to selec 
tion of suitable volunteers. 

New recruits will be offered 
TA commissions to the rank of 
major Depending or above. on demand and 

availibility, volunteers will be 
offered the chance to commit 
anything from one day a year to 
full-time working and will. be 
paid for each day of service and 
receive a bounty. 

0 Application forms are 
available fromlt Col T J W 
Robertson, Civil Affairs Group 
Study, Engineer Branch. HQ 

keeping tasks. 
Doubt that the 24-montb 

interval woiuld ever be a&+ 
able was expressed by Dr 

? 

i READ THE BEST 
SUBSCRJBE TODAY! 

F’te Crelg ltarrh, Grasme W l y  and Mark !+we of the 2nd Battellon, 
The Ught Infantry with driw Rfn Stem Cogan (1 RGJ) re3uBI a War- 
rlor at Mallbu Corner In Bosnla. The armoured flghtlng vehicle was 
sold In the Army debate to be performing “extremely wdl” in former 

3c I 
WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE SUBSCRIPTION RATES Yugoslav l a 

department and industry to 
show their skill at responding 
quickly to urgent operational 
requirements. 

“There have been many 
examples, but I want to single 
out the rapid development and 
deployment of the prototype 
HALO sound ranging cquip- 
jment used for locating hostile 

i “The requirement was iden- 
;&ed and agreed, a contract 
jplaced, and the system 
:deployed within a matter of 
!months. It made its fist  detec- 
tion almost immediately. 

”It is an excellent illustration 
of the speed and effectiveness 
of response by the MOD and 
industry working closely 
together with a common aim.” 

; aNiUery. 

John Reid said there was 
“increasing concern . about 
slippage” in the provision of 
some equipment to the Army 
and availability, where kit had 
been purchased, was “disturb- 
ing”. 

Cadets 
Dr Norman 

referred to “the 
resources” devoted to cadets’ 
training at Port Glasgow and 
other cadet forces in the west 
of Scotland. 

The minister, who had paid 
mbute to the dedication and 
leadership of cadet force adult 
volunteers, replied “These 
units are not provided for as 
generously as we would like, 
but we have a iinite s u m  of 

K One year (25 copies) €23.0 
TO 

+ Postcard Set SOLDIER 
iinanaal penalty on a young 

A. unemployed peraon for not 
wisbjng to join the ?U-. 

Defence Procurement Min- 
ister James Arbuthnot said thax 
rejection of a Service career 

’. would not invoke Ions of 
unemployment benefit. 

Equipment 
During their extended and 

gearching examination in 
Bosnia, British Army equip 
ment - particularly Warrior, 
the tracked a r m o d  recon- 
saissssce vehicles and the 
DROPS logistic vehicles - had 
continued to perform extreme- 
ly well, said Defence Procure- 
ment Minister Tames 
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. .  
’ W B W U S ~  it wasgetting 

d l * r * k r ( l r W j M W e r  IFOR there 
I w b m ~ , ”  he said. 

* W e h a 6 8 v u y c l r r m i l i t a r y  mission 
” U d - b y m ( a k o l k n a l  treaty 

which gives us ohm powers.” 
The order of bnyc assembled by IFOR 

was strong and capable, and would tight 
if need be. 

Freedom of movement 
“We are not being mucked about at 

some c h a l q W k l n  the convoys or 
b&m berets were. We 

hay%bsUuW patrols wyksncdo m of movement and 
do W-e the cease-fire line as 
any#oe*&our movement.” 

Gen Jackson warned that the IFOR had 
to be very careful to implement only the 
mi l iby  m s  of the peace. IFOR was 
p r d ( D W  with the opposing armies, 
a n d e d d o n Y n  youths. 

‘YaBybo$yisfoolenoughtofireat us, 
we.#fkebmk, but we are not here as a 
p o l i o t e a a  We are m R M t e p o s t e  
the u U , r d s n ’ t  w m t t o k a s k d t o ,  
and itnoukl be a vetywowylng &to 
90 cllorrr” 

~ P w l  Sulyok 01 the 2nd Battalion, 
The Light Infantry, understands more 
than most how the goalposts have 

cer ch3tr 1A.WdDWyld R W f  A, O a r c e  
in l S U b . u a d a M i n e d  b y S m b ( a k n  
days during the NATO bombing 01 Serb 
positions. 

”Wmraneaapwely at the mercy 01 
Mudh8,  & or Ooats. They would 
s e a r o h w a y w b a g  of every single 
soi6Drh.rh**lpn, and just tookany 
tiln&eaIuNa and Ynoculars they 
wanted. 

WWbowving as8awwyof I i -  

“When weapons were cocked you 
0 Turn to nextpsge 

14 

wdon Skll l lng 

ike hrrlns 1 ,port.: 

ctums: 

NO LIGHTS twinkled in the frozen night 
as a Soldier team returned along Route 
Bluebird to 4 Armoured Brigade HQ in 
Sipovo after visiting troops of the Pcace 
Implementation Force in Sanski Most. 

No warm glow came from a single 
house window. 

High on a snow-covered hillside there 
was an unnaturally intensc 
orange light. It was a man 
burning his house before he 
abandoned it. 

Bluebird runs through the 
“anvil”, a predominantly Serb 
area overrun by the Bosnian- 
Croat federation last autumn, but destined 
to be returned to the Serbs in March. 

By the time British troops started 
moving into the area in December, the 
writing was on the wall. Another Army 
route - Vulture ~ sounded more appropri- 
ate. The “anvil” was being picked clean of 
anything of value. 

As writer and photographer left the 
shoe factory which houses 1 RRF in 
Mrkonjic-Grad, four carts drawn by 
horses were taking a detachment of HVO 
soldiers along the road. They were system- 
atically stripping telephone wires and elec- 
tricity cables. 

L 

U U 
hatred was being left behind for the Sutrs. 

Only three old women remained in the 
area, one with a broken leg, said Sgt Keith 
Armstrong. The Fusiliers’ doctor had vis- 
ited the womcn and they had been given 
food. 

While on patrol, Sgt Armstrong and 9 
Platoon visited an old man in another 

town. 
Mrkoniic-Grad, a city the 

size of Glouccster, is dead. So 
are a score of other once beau- 
tiful towns. 

The Kraiina, ur border lands, 
with its histonc capital of Knin, 

was for centuries a reminder of how Serbs 
had been rewardcd fur courageous service 
to the Austrian Hahsburgs defending that 
land against the Ottoman Empire. 

It is now lost. A devastating offensive by 
Croats and Muslims who once shared the 
area expelled the indigenous Serbs last 
September. 

They had little time to collect their 
belongings and what was left was strewn 
about the streets ond countryside. 

These wretched people were experienc- 
ing what had happcncd to Muslims and 
Croats on the other side of the confronta- 
tion line for the nast three \,ears. 

~~~~~ 

One cart had a cow in it. Nothing but It was eerie to wake up in a city that had 

died, said SSgt Steven Wellon RMP. Loot- 
ing and burning had been done before the 
British amved, and only the occasional 
house was now being gutted. 

IS vandalism for vandalism’s sake he 
it what right did &OR have to inter- 

At an ancient school on the former front 
oon of Light Infantrymen made 

s comfortable in an upstairs 

cative name of “Malibu corner” 
its dreary setting. Riflemen were 

urning the detritus of war, which included 
school records dating to the turn of the 

rere as a man burned his own home? 

cennuy. 
This would be a prisoner exchkge point, 

or a collection point. The school had been 
used as a field hospital and a recruit training 
camp, said Sgt Malcolm Pamson. when 
one side left, the other side trashed it. 

For the soldiers, the school was better 
than a bivvy beside a Warrior. There were 
sofas from ruined houses to be used as 
beds, oil lamps and ornaments to.soften the 
otherwise stark surroundings - knick- 
knacks of a houseproud woman. 

Perhaps she will return. The”anvil“ is to 
be returned to the Serbs as part of the 
Davton Peace Agreement. Areas to be 

: 

, 
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the contmntauon llne and ca-operatlng m 
marking the estimated three million mines 
which contaminate the landscape. 

First difficult hurdle is the exchange 01 
prisoners. Surviving prisoners are far fewei 

rear to stabilise the situation while c 
)rganisations prepare to rebuild the shat. 
Lered country. 

Mai Stewart NUS, oc B comuany of2 I 
I U, hoped that IFOR would b& kom 

ight to the situation. But with each side 
rying to eliminate the culture of the other 

Above - Treacherous mad condltlons 
require the First Fusiilen to put snow 
chains on their Saxon 

Left - Cpls Stave Edwards and Dave Mor- 

ot sipovo 

natter for his own government. It was 
mlikely he would ever return to a home 
ust a few ldlomeaes on the wrong side of 
he agreed inter-entity boundary. 
AU parties to the agreement were keen to 

’ 

than missing soldiers. 
IFOR will remain in Bosnia for only 

it would not be easy. 
“There has been a squabble here s 

the 12th century and you don’t sort 
overnight, but we must give it a try,” he 
said. 

0 Signalien lead the way - Mnrhrat 

March. But there was no hope for one old 
man near Prijador. When could he r e m  
to his home in Sanski Most? 

IFORhad created freedom of movement 
or itself, but civilian rpovement was a 

~- ,---- ~~~~~ 

transferred were to be cleared of occupying 
soldiers by early February, and the new 
wners would be allowed back in mid- 



IT WAS gratifping for Lt Col Ian Foxley to 
hew Admiral Leighton Smith say: 'I've got 
to hand it to you guys. You Brim have done 
it again and have rea& led the way." 

Coming from NATO's Commander 
Southem Europe and overall commander 
of the Dayton Peace Agreement Imple- 
mentation Force in Bosnia, it was high 
praise for Col Fdey, whose 3 Division 
Headquartem and Signal Regiment had 
been instrumental in smoothing the route. 

!. 

r 

.. .~ 
HQ complex in Split for the UN 
OR element, before rrwiring 

S i p W O  hotcl apa toom aria 

no idea how safe the existing 
used by the Croats and Serbs would 
we decided we'd go:k alone and be 

coolmanders 

fo 
British," he said. . .  

fromation line. 
BIackie also provided 4 Bde 

with a lmer of nine DUDS and 



Link aetwe dn boarding 
schools and Service I ., 

s i s  t !raditiohal 0 :  

c 

W* Cdr John 
is a former deputy 
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A SHORT row of de- wooden 
at sentinels in 
of& Mudph 

wdgeinauwait. 
The CoUapsiug "thund&oxes" are 

the only visible sign of the 1st (United 
Kingdom) Annowed Division's occu- 
pation of the site at the end of the Gulf 
War. 

Queen's Avenue - the sand mck 
that once bustled with soldias smding 
fmm their accommodation tents to 
bc&~ a &&in the Div handquptrers - 
is W e d .  

Where armouredpersonnel Ennkrs 
were l&, the date fro~s wow 
e. 

Long gow are the bibwins Mack 

Scattered across all six lanes of the 
motorway, the sehicles had d e d  
mzcatbgkaqis. AUied pir acta+ bxw 
*stopped the ardus. 

Cmturion AVREs and combat engi- 

Squedron, 32 Amoured Engineer 
Regiment RE were mked to char the 
roadway, but first the enemy dead hed 
to be rermoved. 

Shortly &a the cese-flre, 8 &&tier 
reporting feam met a US Amygrwes 
regismtion unit recovaing corpseq. 
&I& was lifted into a black r&bw 
body bag and carried away EorbudpI. 

IlWI mCtOlll Of 31 AnnouKd 

- 
clouds from burning oi?Wde 
r b c  bkked out the s r a ~  
Gone toq are the #&-€&A 
taelrs and m& of PI krqi 
Army tom m sIm& by 
- s h e l l s . p d J u a i e t  
bombs as it fled the advgndtle t h a t &  
tion&nres. 

B m  road rises past a police post on 
the crest of the Muclah Ridge. The area 
is popular with K d t i s  who have 
WCfEd hage marquees c k e  to the 
d. Esdr wecbmd they encamp to 
unmnune with rheir Arab herhgc. 

Fmepars agq ShodvdBritiShsap 
pen stood on the ridge sndmokinwirh 
horror an appalling scene of shanemi 
cam, trucks and taalrs santching for 

North-west of K u d t  c i  the 

a~epon: uur i  
Manton 
Plctuns: Mlki 
Werton 

gmet ea& *in joy nnQsnarc in dia- 
belief at the dewuction around them. 

as membus of the Kuwaiti 
mistance setfled scores. 
Now, five years on, offhedeui- 

tus of war has bcm ckared away. 
Normal life has been mumed. The 
roads are packed once more with large 
American cam and fow-whwl-drive 
pehiclco. 

Parts ofthe dQ echoed t0 the Sound of 

Pewoutwad~ofthewpT 
remain. Those that do are su ik -  
iug. 

m e  Ramada S.lnnr Hotel, 
once a luxury liner &d the 
saua BYiark, wa8 guned by*. 
Its mating hulk rrrnains promi- 
nent on the shoreline. 

The side of a block oftlats at 
Abu t ~ n  away by a 
shell. Since pbsndonsd, a mec 
hsngspre;csriouslyhtherains 
of rn sgam~nr. An absndoned 
doll lies in the rubble. 

AmPssoftwistedIrogiarmour , holdsniprisoners,du&ecvkencem 
the con- held by* Inamntiollll rrmains on waafc ground beside 

one of &e Kuwait City's several 
ring roads. Sever4 tank8 are bal- 
naad on top of Oa.3 anorhcr. 

A huge balloon h w  in the 
sky geyetal thousand feet above P 
s d l l - m c k e d  Kuwaiti Army bar- 
recka. Anchored by cable, it car- 
ries an airborne e p l y  nsrqing 
~ y w c m  to detest invxion-threat- 
aninsmovewnta by Iraqi poop 

More than 600 Kuwaiti and 

' '* 



I Cec's challenae 

opens 
A XEW srllsonfained military bospitPI 
wing- the Duke ofCOnnau$lt unit -ha8 
been ofhLlh opened uhhspve- 
Hospiml, EkIfast, on the site dcrasrated 
by an IRA bomb in 1991. 

wing, badly damaged in a terrorist atuck 
y1 Nopember of that yeet, in whicb two 
soldiers were Wed and a oumba of other 
people, mhdhg children, WM injured. 

Tenwisa, h d  d an udtrground 
passagemy + childrrn'a fsdlitdes at 
tbc hospitnland the 58-bcd wing (built in 
1WZ) to luvc thru expl&. 

WO2 philip Cross RAMC and mbu- 
ancc driva DVT Craig Pantry RCT died 
U the subsequent explosion which wept 
bough the basement recreation room. 

The blest also de8-d the operating 

n e  d ICphCCE the fOftllm 4- nursing and ndminisma- 

to the loss of just one day 
of routjlle clinic8 and two 
days of medical boards, 
although damage to the 
wing meant fhat the 
&nin conidOS hmd to be 
mcuated while the 

1 

theatre, resuscitation room and one ofthc 
two wads, as well p8 outpatient nnd u8u- 
alty facilities. A atatemem was later issued 
by mC IRA saying their target was not a 

hospital but a mili- 

Throughout the 
1970s and 19808, 

targ htallatiw. 

uffecfed a m  was rebuilt. 
Tanporary repairs were carried out 

and a mobile operating theam was set up 
in the wing, pendiug plans for the 
Nn%iehi Wing to be vacated and Puo 
the MOD to carry out total rdurbial 
ment. 

Facilities in the new unit - opened t 
Gen Sir Roger Wheeler, GOC H u  
Norfhmn Ireland - include an o p t i n g  
suite and headquarters and adminispa- 
don, casualty and resuscitation, physio- 
therapy and outpatients dcpamnents. 
Self-contained accommodntion fi 

two families visiting injured or ill Servk 
personnel is also housed in the building. 

Tbe unit's name cornmemoram borh. 
the Duke of Connaught and Stathem, I) 
field marshal and 6rst Colonel-in-chi 
of the Royal Army Medical Corps snd 
Connaught Milirnry Hospital, whk 
stood in North Camp, Aldershot fen .".." .... ̂ ., 

1. 

T C I  
the military wing 
underwent many 
mcdificatiom and 
change8indinical 
emPhssi8 until, by 
1991, uon-opaa- 
tional end coma- 
lescing casualties 
were also being 
l m k d  &er. 

When the IRA 
bomb exploded, 
there Were 13 
padents in the wing .. . 

I 



Divided island 
provides valuable 
strategic base 
CYPRUS, the third largest island in the 
Medltsmnean, lie8 40 miles south of 
Turkey, 60 miles west of the Syrian Coast 
and 220 miles north of Port Said in Egypt 

Slightly leMi than half the sire of Wales, it 
has a population of 725,000. Since the 
attempted coup in 1974, and the Invasion of 
the northern part of the Island by Turkey 
that followed, Cyprus has been dhrlded by i 
United Nations-m~ned Green Line. 

Britein recognises the Republic of 
Cyprus which covers the souihem two- 
thirds of the island, but not the so-called 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. In 
fact, Turkey is the only nation that does 
recognise the Turkish enclave. Two Sover- 
eign hse Areas (SEAS) - 98 square miles 
in all - have remalnsd under British 11 
diction since 
Cyprus's indepen- 
dence in 1960. 

~CompaSsCls 
Episkopi Garrison 
and RAF Akrotiri, while the Eastern SYq 
with slightly more then 50 square m l k  at 
its disposal, provides a home for Dhekelia 
Ganison. 

The SEAS enable Britain to ksep a per- 
manent military presence at a strategic 
point In the eastern Mediterranean, s e d  
a number of purposes. Akrotlri's airfield 
an important staging post, and communi 
tions facilities provide a vital link to the 
UK's world-wide network 

Together, the SEAS provide 
which Britain could react in th 
otfer training facilities In a hot 

I 

The Western SBA 
~ ~ 

Crimp 
and 
save rn rn 

IF ENEMY bombers cver cut com- 
munication links at Royal Air Force 
baaes around the world, Royal Sig- 
nals units would instantly spring into 
action to repair the damage. 

At RAF Ahotiri, 259 Signal 
Squadron's telecommunication 
mechanics frequently &came the 
rapid repair of oopper and 5 b n  optic 
cables. 
The telemechs are trained to joint 

and splice cables ranging from two to 
100 pairs. crimping tools might not 
always be to hand in war, so the ape- 
cialist andeemm learn to be adapt- 
able and to WK whatever tools and 
materials are available. 
And they have to practiPe their 

aadc in m ~ ~ ~ m  ranging from Grel 
the cold. bitinn winds of the Falk- - 
lands. 

And if the iob wasn't &cult 
1 1 

enough anyway; they also have to 
learn how to work in NBC suim, a 
scmario which makes bomb damage 
repair an uncomfortable, dow and 
laborious job. 

The squadron, commaded by 
Mai KeMn Thombcr, is mponaible 
for the C p  fixed telecommunica- 
tions system and line and radio com- 
munications in the Western and 
Eastern Soverejon Base Areas. File 
mmts of 259 Sqn are based at 
Episkopi, Dhekel& 'Itoodos and 
RAF Ahotiri. 

ronment 
EDiSkODI 18 home to the offices of the 

WHEN the 1st Battalion, The Roypl Green Jackets left Cyprus last month to join the 1st 
Mcchaniscd Brigade at Bulford, it became the first time for eight years that the battalion 

the Jordanian Army's 2nd Royal 
Mechanised Guards Banalion. 

Major events included an ambi- 
tious 18-hour live-firing battle run, 
and a three-day advance to contact 
which ended in a spectacular 
attack watched by most of the Jor- 
danian Army Staff. 

The battalion provided the best 
part of two d e  companies for a 
reinforced infantry company 
group sent to the Falkland Islands 
for four months. During an event- 
ful tour the Greenjackets arperi- 

encedthe islands' worst 
winter since 1904 and 
one soldier nearly 
drowned in a swollen 

Black Knightch.ckpolnt nearAyIo8 Nlkokoa river. Lt Simon 
Tomkinson received a 

dation for saving his 
tains. The whole battalion was b l v e d  in life. 
Exercise Golden Sands, a month-long field Summing up the 
Wining exercise on the ELQuauana train- tour, Col Jackson said 
ing ama in Jordan. "The soldiers left behipd in Cyprus had to 

A magnificent tented camp created in work exceedingly hard. 
the wilderness by Maj Mike McGanigle "With 200 coops away in the Falklands, 
and his staffwas the hub of 1 RGJ's activi- and 80 personnel under suength, it has 
ties. been ahard old grindcarryingout all the 

In the initial srages, companies deployed routine garrison internal security tasks and 
into the desert to live under  JUS^ for ten duties that are the monsibiliw of an 
dnys. Each was attached to a company of infantry battalion hep." 

t 

Right-CO 1 RGJ: Lt Col Joiyon Jackwn well-2med commen- 

. 

SEA administration and the headquarters c 
British Forces Cyprus. The garrison, com- 
manded by col m e r  cook, late a-8, 
contains an infantry battalion and a range 
of military and civillan support apencies. 

The Eastern SBA has a ganiaon at 
Dhokelia, commanded by Col Stwrt Adiing 
ton. A n y  units based there include an 
Infantry battalion, a Royal Englnears 
squadron. a REME workshop. an Army Alr 
C o p  Right and a supply depot. 

Responsible for strategic communica- 
tions are 9 Signals Regiment and 33 Signal. 
Unit RAF based at Aylos Nlkoiaoa. There le 
a landing strip at Kingsfield. 

BrMsh Forces Cyprus la a joint command 
comprising almost 4,000 Servlcemen and 
women, 2,500 of them soidlers. 

Their task is to protect the SBAs and 
ratained sites, operate and defend Vr air- 
field at Akrotiri, maintain the radar and corn- 
municetions facilities on the island, and 
provide logistic support for units training In 
Cyprus. 

Every year more than 3,500 soldiers fmm 
Britain get a chance to train in Cyprus. They 
find the rugged terrain and steamy summer 
climate invaluable for developing basic mlll- 
tary skills and physlcal stamina. 

Britain also contributes 390 troop. to the 
United Nations Fora  In Cyprus (UNflCYP). 
The command and operstlon of the British 
contingent (BRITCON) is UN-directed which 
means there is no oparational link between 
BRITCON and Blitish Forces Cyprus. 
24 
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had been part of a major field for- 
mation. 
Since 1989 1 RGJ has com- 

pleted tours of dnty in Northem 
Irrland and Dovex and done a 
stint at Warminser as the intanag 
demonstration battalion. 

"A lot will have changed in 
terms of amNdes and Wining in 
that time, but we are looking for 
ward to the challenge,'' said its 
commanding Oficer, Lt Col 
Jolyon Jackson. 

Conversion to Saxon and a 
packas of individual and collec- 
tive aaining will cuhninste in a 
full-scale battalion d e  on 
srpmford Wining area in May, 
after which 1 RGJ will start train- 
ing for a tour in Bosnia. 

The last 12 months of the bat- 
talion's tour in Cyprus have been 
full of activity, with many soldier8 
having the oppormnity tq train 
away from the Island. 

A Company carried out an 
exchange visit with Alpini troops 
in the Italisn Alp. The Green- 
jackem learned Alpine survmsl 
skills and mok part in long dis- 
tance marches through the moun- 

I %  
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Beat OT 
the East 
ON TOP of its crime p m t i o n ,  law 
enforcement and 0peratiOM.l support 
duties, the Royal Military Police detach- 
ment in Cyprus o&rs soldiers and ther 
dependants round-the-clock assistance, 
advice and information. 

From his Dhekelia headauartera waves PmMst hb&k Mai 
Paul Watton is respon- 
sible for all Special 
Iwestigations Branch 
and policing 
duties on the island, 
and for dose protec 
tion psse~l within the 
COmmMd. 

‘ w e  have military 
police stations at 

&.,&mbl Episkopi and Dheke- 

CYPRUS-based 16 Flight Army 
Air Corps is about to dump 
some of its unwanted equip- 
ment into the sea . . . in the 
name of conservation. 

An old Scout helicopter has 
been suipped of its interior fit- 
tings, fuel tanks and oil pipes, 
and will be sunk to Provide a -1. ,111 t m l , + e r  
home for fieh. 

The unif, commanded by 
Maj Andrew Gossage, provides avia- to Kuwait for Exercise Intrinsic “We CM reach Tmodos, 6,400 R 
tion support to Headquarters British Action, moving 1 RGBW mortar 6re above sea level, night or day. 

“Sometimes we have to fly dose to Forces in Cyprus, involving its air controllers between locations in the 
craft in border patrols, internal secu- desert and providing aerial rec&s- the flight ‘envelope’, which meam 

taking on less fuel or carrying fr--- rity, casualty evacuation and search sance of potential range sites. 
and rescue missions. Fiying conditions in Cyprus are passengers.” 

The flight also supports exercises, very di&rrnr from the UK. “The UK-based Army Air Corns o 
on and off the island. It recently better weather here increases the alti- 
deployed helicopters and ground staff rude we CM flv to.” said Mai Gossaae. 

Mal A.,-.-.. - Ir..,,.~ 1.1 ..F.w -.I I_. IIIII-- VI IP 

khlnd haa bnn .(rippad rwdy for dumptng In the .w1 

visit Cyprus each year to gf 
ulce of flvinn in hot. h i h  d 

? 
@m 

Majp.ulW.non lia, each commanded 
by a garrison provost 

officer. They respond to offences and inci- 
dents occuring within the Sovereign Basc 
Areas,” explained Msj Watton. 

RMP C p s  also mainfains M - t i m e  
presences at Troodos station, the Bern- 
@a retained site, Ayia Napa and Peg- 
amos. It is also responsible for provost 
support to British Forces in the whole of 
the Middle East and a large slice of the 
Mediterranean region. 
Royal Military Police have s d  ‘in 

C y p ~ s  since the Second World War. 
During the 1956 Emergency, the RMP 
had sections at Limassol, Famagusta, Lar- 
naca, Kyrenia and Nicoda. 

SOLDIERS from 62 (Cgprus) Support 
Squadron, Royal Engineem ure co~tantly 
waging a war to improve facilities for 
Bntieh soldiers and their famihes in the 
island. . . in the cause of improving their 
combat engineering and ardm skills. 

During recent “campaigns”, they have 
consmcted car parks, erected safety barri- 
ers to protect pedesaians, refurbished a 
playground and hid out a sports pitch. 

The squadron mainfains teams o n 4  
to meet priority commitments such as 
high-risl Search, d boat Operstions and 
militarydiviugta&. 

It provides boats and crzwa for regular 
internal security patrols around the East- 
ern and Western S o m d g n  Base Areas 
underraLm by the d e n t  infkntry banal- 
ions. SBA police and custom units can 
also request the use of the five rigid raider 
craft. 

Squadron’s boat officer Capt Stephen 
Maw& says the rigid raiders are operated 
only b-y sappersppbadged soldiers and 
oftm deploy in support of Lion Sun and 

The rigid raiders are powered by two 
140 horsepower engines, wbich give them 
a top speed of 35 hots. 

During the winter, 62 Sqn sappers are 
responsiile md-the-clock for clearing 
snow from the approach roads to Royal Air 
Force and Royal S i s  sites in the T m  
dos mowfains. 

Dunng SoIdds wit ,  an RAF Regunent 
h d  Rover &d backwards mto a ravme. 
Fomrnately for the occupants, its p r o m  

0theremdsesimrolvingbeachlMdings. 

Worn down by 
heat and fever 
HEAT exhaustion and enterif t k ~  

the esrlioat British 

apel, RAMC, who 
&I in 1849 fmm a fnrr conmaed 
white nursjng mmdes in the &my 
hospitpl. 
Tbe stone was erected by the offi- 

xm and men of the RAMC, rha 
Depot Staff Limassol and C Compa- 
0y, 1st B d ~ n ,  The Border Regi- 
ment a% a mark ofrespect. 

,... r-~.7 

Pte Gary Glens prepares to attach a 
a charge of plaatlc exploslve durlng a born 
damage repair exerclse at RAF Akrotlrl. He I 
one of a number of Royal Loglstlc Corp 
ammunltlon technlclans and supply apecla 
lsts who make up the Cyprus Loglstlc Unit’ 
ammunition troop. 

With the exceptlon of specialised RA 
InUnltlOnS, the troop Is responslble for a 
ammunltlon used by Cyprus-based units. In 
the past year Its personnel have supported 
the Llon Sun series of exerclses on the 
Island as well as exercises in Morocco, 
Jordan and Kuwalt. 

They also provlde bomb disposal cover In 
the Soverelgn Base Areas. 

it) wllh his rlgid ralder crews. Left to right are Cpl 
Bn, AI Heys and Eddle Edwards and Spr Taff Jones 

Rover as it was dragged back on to the road 
by a medium-wheeled tractor driven by Spr 
Steven. 

Similar deeds are likely to be be repeated 
several times before the warmth retuns to 
melt winter snows. 

was halted on the way down by a uee. A 62 
Sqn snow clearance team of LCpls Dave 
McKay and Gaz Bernie and Spr Jock 
Steven was called out to help. 

LCpl McKay courageously took the 
wheel of the precariously-balanced Land 

Left - Calling all cars: Cpl Oz Jones stands 
by as Sgt Tom Rlchardaon redlos back for 
reinforcements 
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L-- _ _ _  - - e'- _ _ _ _  ' to 'r 
lK@ of adventure 
Ip THB mood takes him, a soldia sming spin-off of advmturwur mining is 
mCgpruecansooniindwaystociivetothe that, by boosting d d e u c e  and 
seabed, hurl himself out of an aeroplane at folcing participants to accept 
10,DooA or cling to n sheer roclrface. And responsibility and m& decisions, 
all in the name of amusinghimseWuring it is aninvaluebk pidm theded- 
his off- haus. opment and training of potential 

But the activities on offer ro him at the leaders. 
cgpnts Joint tklvicm AdRnfivous Train- "We run more rhan 200 courses 
ing Centre (CJSATC), commpnded by a year, but I have only ten d- 
hiaj Len Cruwfoni, APTC, have a SeFiOua five military and five cmilisns - so 

1 

Puw=. we have to 

onloceland 
of f - i s l and  y C b l n K r n p A G C ( l e t t ) d e ~  
unim to pro- thaartofllbunlngatC.peGnoo, wat&od WCpl 

team spitif, disci- dde hue- chr*SayelIlRQJ 
pline, M-rrspecr, cowee, f i m w  explained Maj Craw- ing, rock climbing, sub-squa diving, off- 
resourcefulness ,  shore sailing, hang gliding and Nordic and 
adnprnbility and centre, Alpineskiing. 
good humour, all within Dhehelia Gar- CJSATC staff also @de guidance and 
qualities which sol- aPining for group ad*mnuous &dn$ 
&en must draw ing for beginners, expeditions. 
upon during actise The centre started running courses for 
savice. mstnmominfree-fd &son mops in 1982 and was nrsb- 

rison, provides Win- 

potential lenders and 

parachuting, kayak- lished as a Joint Services facility in 1986. 

EXCLUSIVE HOLIDAY OFFER 
If  vou need 

see 
your MO 
ANY soldier who fears his or her health 
has been affected by GulfWar service can 
seek help without jeopardising their 
careers, writes hwie  Manton. 

Public assurances have been given at 
ministerial level that serving personnel 
who ask to be referred to the MOD'S Gulf 
War medical assessment programme can 
do so with complete confidence that 
t h q  will be no repercussions. 

The programme is also open to former 
members of the Armed Forces. 

Serving soldiers can get on to the pro- 
gramme by approaching their unit med- 
ical officer. Attendance counts as duty. 

&-Servicemen and women, and serv- 
ing and former MOD civilians who took 
part in the Gulf canpaip, have to be 
referred to the programme by their own 
civilian doctors. 
Notes should be sent to Wg Cdr Bill 

Coker, Consultant physician, Gulf Med- 
ical Amesment Programme, RAF Cen- 
tral Medical Establishment, Kelvin 

House, 32-34 Cleveland Sueet, London 
W1P 6AU (telOl71-636 4651 em 211). 

The twin-track programme is designed 
to provide the patient with a diagnosis of 
their medical condition and a recommen- 
dation for treatment, and to gather med- 
ical data to enable the MOD to establishif 
there is a common factor behind the ill- 
nesses and symptoms troubling some 
Gulfveterans. 

Patients are given a full medical exam- 
ination and undergo tests which can 
include a full blood assay, urinalysis, X- 
ray or CT-MRI scan, electrocardio- 
graph, endoscopy and vitalograph 
studies. 

And they can claim reasonable travel 
costs b m  the MOD. 

Anyone considering referral for assess- 
ment is being urged to read the detailed 
information sheet produced by the 
MOD. It and other information can be 
obtained via the ministry's helpline on 
0171-305 5087. 

New stores 
CD-ROM 
system 
makes life 
easier for 
loggies 
A NEW CD-ROM system wluch should 
transform the liven of Army logisflc pe r  
sonnel m umts all over the world was 
launched in - 
Glasgow on Jan- 
uary 9. 

The hi-tech 
retrieval system 
will give instant 
access to a mas- 
sive stores data- 
base, reducing 
the time loggies 
have to spend in 
finding informa- 
tion about Or ErlcMkhf~MotATM 
locating items. 1 

The tint formal ISIS (Item of Supply 
Information System) CD was accepted 
on behalf of the Army by Eric Mitchell of 
the Army Technical Support Agency 
(ATSA). 

Mr Mitchell said the CD would enable 
screening of the ISIS database to be car- 
ried out instantaneously. 

"Traditional screening methods using 
communications links direct to the data- 
base have been unreliable and time-con- 
suming in waiting for access to ISIS. The 
CD is a major step forward and is entire- 
ly compatible with the emerging tech- 
nologies in the ATSA," he said. 

The CD-ROM contains 4.5 million 
items of supply - plus e n  million part 
numbem - in a complete range of domes- 
tic, NATO and foreign identification and 
code categories. 

Units can make ISIS CD applications 
to Miss E McAnena, DCA Secretariat 
(A), Room 2203, Kentigem House, 65 
Brown Street, Glasgow G2 EEX ftel 
0141-224 2915, fanO141-224 2148). 

' 

Fewer bands 
REGULAR Army bands hew bean 
raducad from 69 to 90 In the past thrae 
ymra while bandaman number 1,182, 
aa ageimt 1,991 In 1980. 

FMyasven bsnds haw dlssp 
peared ahcn 1990 and 18 ncm bands 
have bam crsatsd. 

TA banda number 24, lhe m e  as 
SIX yesn ago, but there are 58 few 
staff, Including 35 bandaman In anch. - Pariimtaryreply. 
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all in the name of amusinghimseWuring it is aninvaluebk pidm theded- 
his offauty haus. opment and training of potential 
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pline, M-rrspecr, cowee, f i m w  explained Maj Craw- ing, rock climbing, sub-squa diving, off- 
resourcefulness ,  shore sailing, hang gliding and Nordic and 
adnprnbility and centre, Alpineskiing. 
good humour, all within Dhehelia Gar- CJSATC staff also @de guidance and 
qualities which sol- aPining for p u p  ad*mnuous &dn$ 
&era must draw ing for beginners, expeditions. 
upon during actise The centre started running courses for 
savice. mstnmommfree-fd &son mops in 1982 and was nrsb- 

rison, provides Win- 

potential lenders and 

parachuting, kayak- lished as a Joint Services facility in 1986. 

EXCLUSIVE HOLIDAY OFFER 
If  vou need 

see 
your MO 
ANY soldier who fears his or her health 
has been affected by GulfWar service can 
seek help without jeopardising their 
careers, writes hwie  Manton. 

Public assurances have been given at 
ministerial level that serving personnel 
who ask to be referred to the MOD'S Gulf 
War medical assessment programme can 
do so with complete confidence that 
t h q  will be no repercussions. 

The programme is also open to former 
members of the Armed Forces. 

Serving soldiers can get on to the pro- 
gramme by approaching their unit med- 
ical officer. Attendance counts as duty. 

&-Servicemen and women, and serv- 
ing and former MOD civilians who took 
part in the Gulf canpaip, have to be 
referred to the programme by their own 
civilian doctors. 
Notes should be sent to Wg Cdr Bill 

Coker, Consultant physician, Gulf Med- 
ical Amesment Programme, RAF Cen- 
tral Medical Establishment, Kelvin 

House, 32-34 Cleveland Sueet, London 
W1P 6AU (telOl71-636 4651 em 211). 

The twin-track programme is designed 
to provide the patient with a diagnosis of 
their medical condition and a recommen- 
dation for treatment, and to gather med- 
ical data to enable the MOD to establishif 
there is a common factor behind the ill- 
nesses and symptoms troubling some 
Gulfveterans. 

Patients are given a full medical exam- 
ination and undergo tests which can 
include a full blood assay, urinalysis, X- 
ray or CT-MRI scan, electrocardio- 
graph, endoscopy and vitalograph 
studies. 

And they can claim reasonable travel 
costs b m  the MOD. 

Anyone considering referral for assess- 
ment is being urged to read the detailed 
information sheet produced by the 
MOD. It and other information can be 
obtained via the ministry's helpline on 
0171-305 5087. 
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communications links direct to the data- 
base have been unreliable and time-con- 
suming in waiting for access to ISIS. The 
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YQUR DUTCH 
PARACHUTING W M S  

IN A FEW DAYS! 

Paracentrum Texel organiw weekly courses for 
nOvice parachutists. 

After five jumps you qualify for the internationally 
recognised A-licence and receive the Dutch wings. 

Call your military contact for h f m a h  and 
prkesdaily: 

SImon Woe- 00 31 2223 11464 
Ftoy Mobsby 01 703 899369 

or Write to 
Pamxmtrurn T d ,  pastweg 128, 

17% JS De cocksdorp, Texd, 
The Netherlands 
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Ring (01 727) 8.41 321 - 1 
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F m  (01727) 831462 or& for &as to: 
220 Holfi$d Roal, Si Albons, H ~ I I s  All MW 
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Fine example 
to the battalion 
rN OLD comrade in Devon 
18s just passed on to me the 
eptember 18,1995 edition of 
b&r, containing an article 
rhich has astounded me. 
It is Pbil wilcox’s interview 

nth Reg Dance, describing his 
arrowing wartime ap€ l i -  
nces with the la B& Bad-  
XI, Ox and B& Light 
*W. 
I was anti-tank platoon 

ergeant to the battalion. In my 
%iremmt (I’m now 82) I have 
mtten two volumes on the 

Whatever 
became of 
Le Farge? 
READING the January 22 edi- 
bon of your excellent magazme 
I came am88 the piece on 
PopWs Prhrate Army. 

We of the recce regiments 
knew about them, ofc#nse. bui 
n brought back m e m s  of 
another band of irregulars - Le 
Farge and h a  Gwms - who I 
bst saw k d n g  chlpper on the 
Tunwan w c m y  wade 
The Guards showed us all up 

oy sending hundreds ot miles 
IOT whlte b l m  

Do we Imw what happened 
10 Le Farge and his Gowns? 
And in reply 10 Mr Golder 

[legerr, Jan 22). we actually 
?ad a Klng‘s Corporal in our 
i n t  sufficient to say he W U M -  
i’t have beenalamneorderly U 
ne cwM haw been busted - 
Don Smith MU, T&rd 

history of this famous TA unit. 
From the wartime photo- 

graph you printed L a m  s- I 
knew him d would like to 
contact him. He was one of a 
number of men who put their 
names f o d  when volun- 
feers were sought to join the 
Special Service Force. 

I must congrptulate &&r 
on this article. I bow Reg 
Dance was perhaps one of 
muny Servicemen who under- 
went such hsrdship, but w b t  a 
fine example. 

Those of us who are left of 
his original battalion, and thexe 
are not many now, are proud of 
him. Thank you for enabling 
us to share his expienm. - 
Jd Ch-9 a, 
E&. 

0 We haw put Mr Cheshire in 
touch wlth Mr Dam. - Edbr. 

AMF(L!) gunners have tine 
record’of service in Bosnia 
I WRITE to correct a misap- 
prehmsionwhich is causing 
some disquiet among my sol- 
diem. I realise the cause of this 
problem is the unusual nature 
of my command, but feel those 
within it should be given credit 
in print for the part which they 
are playing in B d .  It has 

3W and QLR neck and 
ieck in honours count 
wwx you for 
Le amasbing fea- 
ue on my old 
:&ent, the 
!ueen’s LPD- 
mhire Red- 
mt,onguardat 
u c k i n g h a m  
alace and the 
bwcr (Tan 22). 
I also enjoyed 
lickie’s cartoon 
3-31Ofthe 

QLR had the 
mwt battle hon- 
O U I S i n t h B W  
Infmtry. Is thia 
still the case? - E 
C a r d i n e r ,  
Cotnwall. 

0 Whlle The Black 
Wata  has 106) 
acaedited hame 
honours ta ihe 

hxcm&zmnd 
DLcrs 108, nrwrap 

._ 
me &sue, but what he should batlle hcnwrs op, the w n m  in 
tve added to the “notice- W s  f e h t z  Up ta I a B f  QLfl 
3ard” propped against the h a d 9 7 o f t h e l s m K m W  
naybox was the fact that the &v’s 59. - E d m  

not been appreciated that for 
~ ~ t i o n R e s o l u t e t k ~  of 
8 Commando Battery, 29 
Commando Regimfnt RA 
were deployed as part of the 
Allied Command Europe 
Mobile Force (hind) - 

roeerher with 19/5 ety add 
AMFR) - Ardllery Group, 

Hii/l56 Bty. 
We fed our m m i o n ,  

pDrticularly in providing all 
UK gunner sapport to 4 
Il+teonnd Brigade until 
D+30, is worrhy of mention. 
You may mall that the 

Ploce in Croatia as pan of 24 
Airmobfie Brigade in August 
lest year. Having completed 
fwo months 8s part d t h e  The- 
ape Reaaion Force, we left in 
October to r e m  to the UK 
for training as the roulement 
unit on O p  Grapple for 19 
RegimentRA. 

We flew to Bosnia in late 
Nouembu, as BRITARTY- 
BAT, with 480 men compd- 
&J I9/5 Bty, 8 Cdo Bty and 
HQ/156 Bty, and w m  

- dtployed ea Mount lgman 

AMPO-1 Artg deploszd to 

t h r o u g h o u t  29 Cdo Regt and 
December, simul- prepare for Exer- 
faIleOUSlY SUpPOIt- cise Purple Star in 
ing the French the USA. The 
Multi-National remaining UK 
Brigade and 4 Force ArtiUery, 
AnndBdeafterD- comprising 19/5 
DaJI. Bty and 15WQ 

On Boxing Day Bty,williunainin 
we redeployed 19/5 theatre until June, 
Bty and remained bywhichtimewe 
insupportoftheLI will have complet- 
and RRP with our ed eight out of the 
two light gun bat- past ten months o(1 
teries. continuous opera- 

ies &ed m m  LtcI.,., -_-.. ....- YOU will under- 
stand that we arc 

tions between D-Day and exceptionally proud of our 
D+30. On the prrivnl of 26 achievement in providing 
Repimenr we have regrouped artillery support to op Res- 
the entire unit to the discount olute at a time when the reac- 
werehwse between Mrkonjic- tion of the warring factkm was 
Grad and Sipovo and are now uncertain end there w88 a real 
providing the Divisional elementofrik. 
Mobile Reserve with light guns I hope you may be able to 
to &rce the AS90s by road recognise OUI achievement in 
or helicopter in poor weather print. I look forward to future 
or remote locations. editions of your excellent mag- 

The A M F Q  Arty Group is azine. - Lt Col Richard 
due to disband thia month LungnUms RA, CO AMFQ 
when 8 Cdo Bty will mtum to Arty Gp, J-, -0 538. 

The gun batter- t i o d  service. 

than 130 gun posi- 

ders contented themselves 
with checking their n u m b  

This was m 1941 
year earlier, before 
been made available, a 
Maj Newton in Lancashire 

The British 
WHILE refugees I do not wish to ... pro- 

long the eouwpondeuce about 
Hitler‘a invasion threat in 
1941, M r  Golder (Latas, Jan 
22) appears to suggest that the 
contents of my memory are in 

about ‘‘trekiq? 

including that of my 

There is much 

bombed South Coas 

wife, who wimessed hordes 
le descending on her 

mans gave us quite a few 
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ONE DAY IN MAY THAT COST 12,uOO LIVES 
FIRST World War battles such 
as Ypres, Loos or the Somme 
sdll bold much meaning and 
emotion for a great many 
people. 

But how many know of 
Aubm Ridge? Not many, 
according to Adrian Bristow in 
A Serious Disappointment - the 
Bade ofAubm Ridge 1915 and 
the Munitim Scandal. 

One reason for the possible 
obscurity of this battle is 

because it lasted just one day - 
May 9, 1915. But that one day 
in May cost the lives of 12,000 
British soldiers. It was in every 
respect a bloody fiasco. 

Gen Douglas Haig, Com- 
mander 1st Army, was the man 
responsible for the plan, which 
included frontal attacks by 
Regular battalions of infantry 
on an  objective heavily 
defended by machine-guns. 

As in many other battles, 

._ ~. . ,.., _“ -I 

A Seriws D*appolntnwnt by 
%en Bflstow. La0 Cooper, harb 
baaE18.S. 

men were cut down before even 
reaching the wire. Some got 
through to the German 
defences, but they didn’t last 
long and Haig was forced to 
abandon the battle. 

While it seems folly to have 
started it at all, Haig was 

plagued by the shortage of 
artillery shells to soften up the 
German defenders, guns being 
rationed to just a few shells a 
day each, and what guns  and 
ammunition he did have were 
of poor quality. 

Bristow relates a story about 
War Minister Lord Kitchener 
who, shortly after the battle of 
Neuve Chapelle, which 
preceded Aubers Ridge, told a 
Cabinet meeting: “Oh, it is 

Harsh lessons of Ga 
”FOR ALMOST forty cen- 
turies the area known in 
modern times as the Dard- 
anelles has played an important 
if fitful part in military history. 

“This is the point of access to 
the Black Sea h m  the Aegean 
. . . Once through the Narrows 
and the Sea of Marmara there 
was a M e r  defile to negoti- 
ate: the key to this, the Bospho- 
NS, lay in the hands of whoever 
possessed what is now Istan- 
bul.” 

Thus the raison d‘etre of an 
ill-fated campaign of the First 
World War is explained by 
Michael Hickey in Gallipli, 
published to coincide with the 
80th anniversary. 

Col Hickey traces the roots 
of the catastrophe to the 
remoteness of war leaders in 

Who Won the Malayan Emer- 
gency? by Herbert Andrew. 
Account of the events of 1950- 
64-the bloody battles between 
terrorists and security forces 
and the roles of the police, Chi- 
nese, Malays. Gurkhas, and 
Gen Templer. Gazelle Book 
Services Ltd. Falcon House. 
Queen’s Square. Lancaster 
LA1 . Price f7.99. 

Llttle Brother by David Mason. 
Second thriller by the former 
Welsh Guards officer, author of 
the best-selling Shadow Over 
Eabylon, which netted a miliion- 
dollar film deal. This one deals 
with an international assassina- 
tion attempt. Bloomsbury, hard- 
back, f15.99. 

The Search for Lee Harvey 
Oswald by Robert J Groden. 
Large-format photographic 
biography of the sinister figure 
whose life and deeds still excite 
curiosity, three decades after 
the Kennedy assassination. 
Blwmsbury, hardback, f20. 

Q.ngoUbyMichacrlHlcKey. John 
Munay, haftfbaOlt;fl8&lt& 

London, incompetent admirals 
and generals on the spot, and 
inadequate resources in terms 
of supplies and reinforcements 
throughout the campaign that 
IastedfromMarch 1915toJan- 
uary 1916. 

The author presents a clear 
resume of how Turkey came to 
be in the war on the side of the 
Central Powers and a back- 
ground to the launching of the 
‘h i ed  action, caused largely by 
an appeal from Imperial Russia 
to relieve pressure by the seem- 
ingly invincible Germany and 
her allies. 

Winston Churchill, then 
First Lord of the Admiralty, 
looking for almost any way to 
break the stalemate in France 
and Flanders, overrode the 
advice of the First Sea Lord, 
Admiral of the Fleet Fisher, 
and persuaded the War Cabi- 
net to sanction a naval expedi- 
tion to Constantinople, thus 
eliminating Tlukey from the 
war, and calculated to sustain 
Russia’s war efforts which in 
turn would draw German 
forces from the Western Front. 

In March 1915 British war- 
ships unsuccessfully bombard- 
ed the outer forts of the 
Dardanelles, which alerted the 
enemy to the threat. 

Even so, the naval comman- 
der on the spot signalled to 
Churchill that he still believed 
his fleet could batter its way 
into the Sea of Marmara, even 
without military assistance! 
This view was not shared in 
London and preparations to 
land an invading force were 
hastily put in hand. 

The author begins the histc- 
ry of the landings with an 

account of the train crash at 
Quintinshall on May 22, 1915 
in which 215 officers and men 
of The Royal Scots were killed 
and 191 injured. They had 
been on their way to Liverpool 
to embark for Gallipoli. 

Australian, New Zealand, 
Indian and French troops as 
well as British formed the army 
that put ashore on the peninsu- 
la over the fateful months. The 
force included nine British divi- 
sions, one of which was the 
Royal Naval Division. 

Throughout the campaign 
the supply of artillery and 
ammunition was critically 
inadequate. The three British 

divisions on the peninsula by 
June should have had at least 
300 guns but could muster only 
118. 

The losses on both sides were 
horrendous. “Out of nearly half 
a million Allied soldiers and 
sailors who served at Gallipoli 
and the Dardanelles, nearly 
half became casualties. Over 
36,000 soldiers and saillors of 
the British Empire died . . ? 
Turkish losses are not known. 

The book is a sincere mbute 
to the luckless fighting men of 
80 years ago who did their best 
until, in the words of one of 
them, “beaten in the end by 
own leaders”. 

temble - temble!” Members 
asked if the casualties were very 
heavy. “I’m not thinking of 
casualties,” replied Kitchener, 
“but of all the shells that were 
wasted.” Such was the thinking 
of some of the Army’s 
commanders at that time. 

This is a fascinating account 
of a battle, which at the end of 
that particular day, saw 
thousands dead without a yard 
gained. - JM 

lipoli 1 s 
- 

The campaign marked the 
close of an era in Britain, as 
after the defeat it would never 
again be possible to recruit a 
volunteer army as Kitchener 
hadin 1914. 

It also saw the emergence 
into Ml statehood of Australia 
and New Zealand, after the 
involvement of the brave Anzac 
force. For Europe, it was the 
beginnings of modem Turkey 
under Kemal Atatiirk, who 
served his country at Gallipoli. 

Col Hickey has made this a 
very comprehensive sNdy, 
which could have been slightly 

“I can’t reslst t 
trucks” says author 
Pat Ware In hls fore- 
word to Tugs of War, 
which he describes 
as “en unashamed 
attempt to axplolt 
that weakness.” The 
book, whlch devotee 
172 largeformat pagae to Brltleh Army heavy recovery vehlcles, 
tank traneporters and artillery tractors of 194565. ia a must for the 
leglon of devotees llke hlmsalf, wRh Its wealth of facts, flguree end 
IIIustratlons, llke the Leylend FV1200 above. Tugs of Warls avalleble 
onlv from Warehouse Publlcatlons. 5 Rathbona Souara. Tenfleld 

THE CANADIAN FORCES, 
as with the British, have 
suffered drastic cuts in the 
number of their bands; the 
Stadacona Band has so far 
suffered only several changes of 
name. and from the list ofband 
personnel has the usual 
Canadian, French and Dutch 
elements. Very effective it is, 
too, in Quamr Deck, with, 
apart from three Alford 
marches, a programme of 
welcome freshness. 

There is a stmng naval 
element, of course, but in 
arrangements new to us, and 
one gem I never thought to hear 
on a wind band disc. Of all 
things it is the delightful Flun 
Cmerziko by Cede  Cham- 
inade, she of the famous piano 
piece Automne. As with all her 
music, there is fragrance from a 
past age, old lace by the metre, 
and gentle as only a French 
lady ofher milieu could be. 

After which there is a break 
before the mood is destroyed 
with Parade of the T d  Ships, a 
Seven Seas Overture on sea 
songs, Barrat’s Riwmers,  and a 

N a q  Medley, 
LA Amvanzs is amactive 

music which accompanied a 
local T V  series of 1980, and an 
Anne Murmy Medley refers to 
the well-known Nova Scotia 
singer rather than our own 
opera star. And Nova Smia 
itself is portrayed in a suite of 
folk tunes - Halifax Harbour, 
Mira’s Wdz, and Senbound 
coast. 

Owing to a misprint in my 
sleeve notes I can only guess 
that Helen Creighwn Foik Sags 
refers to another local singer, 
but I do remember Healey 
Willan as a tine Canadian 
composer and his short 
Overture U) an Unnurinen 
Comedy receives a welcome 
performance. 

The Alford marches, 
Rimsky‘s Recession of the 
Nobles, and the march past 

. .  minutes-worth of an hour’s 
oroaamme. and as far as I am 

with horns a-whooping in 
Malcolm Arnold style for the 
Irish scenes, and what can only 
be termed widescreen big- 
country stuff for his arrival in 
America. 

Tribute is paid to Aawn 
Copland with snippets of his 

_ -  music put together for his 85th 
concerned beginning with one birthday - Fanfare for the - The of the tinest works ever likely to Common Man, El Solmt M&, 

tadacona Band of lhe Canadian be written for band. The Shaher Tune, Hoe Down and 
van der It is Buxton Orr’s AJohn Gay the like - a real tune-teaser (to 

CD BNA Suirewhich,ifitwasn’tsotricky adapt an old army saying) 
&I13 f1z.m. cassette f7.60, 

Box to conduct and play, would which leaves you longing for 
, D ~ M ~ ~ ,  surrey  RH^ e. receive more per-formances. more of each. 
s l b ~  SQ - ~i~ corn& Gay was of course associated S h r  Sky is a short piece for 

with The Beggar’s Opera, based piano and band in reflective 
@onductor: Capt T OCon~or. on many beau-tiful.tunes from mood which is a welcome 
Sandleader CD BNA 5100 and the 17th and 18th centuries; a break, along with The Wind 

abmrs. fragmented LrPiburIero, Beneath My Wings, between 
emotional Golden Slumbers, and excerpts from the 6hn Memphis 

Heart of Oak rounds off a very most wistful and nostalgic of all Be& and the aforesaid dam- 
acceptable programme, well - Ove~ the Hills and Far Away. bustery Second World War 
played, arranged, and Sheer magic, even if you tind it tunes under the title Musicfor a 
compiled. a little demanding at first. Tarn. 

A Go& Lighffor Medley Never mind, you can’t please 
MORE MUSIC from Canada comprises three songs made everyone, but these lads have 
with Silmt Sky, this time with popular by the Canadian pleased this old sceptic (or 
tunes we are (too) familiar with singer-songwriter, while Far should I say skeptic?) for nearly 
from our own RAF ,bands. and Away is John Williams’s halftheirprogramme-arecord 
Fortunately only about eight music to the Tom Cruise 6hn in itself. 

#:%% .h 
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All-in-one 
history of 
infantry 
regiments 
&?@8llndmWlfntml&y 
‘R.glments. IRecord of Service An 1682-1984 Inurnate4 & 

lFf&y.Westlake. ,,w- 
apek. f30. 

THE PUBLISHERS describe 
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r .Gunners to the rescue 

for Bosnian girl’s op 
.- ’dd4 

I P 

A 

MEMBERS of the British ele- 
ment of NATO’s Allied Com- 
mand Europe Mobile Force 
Artillery Group serving in 
Bosnia with IFOR dipped into 
their pockets to ensure that 
Akja Ripotak, a 13-year-old 
local girl with a spine deformi- 
ty, and her mother, could 
travel to Germany for an oper- 
ation. 

“It was impossible to turn 
away after meeting Akja and 
her family in their remote com- 
munity in the hills:’ said Lt 
Chris Hart, an officer in 

“On our first visit there, we 
were met with a mixture of fas- 

WO Arty GP. 

These pictures are from 
our Frank Finch cartoon 
archives. Find ten differ- 
ences in detail and you 
could be L50 richer or win 
a new book. Circle the 
differences in the bottom 
picture, cut out the whole 
panel, add your name and 
address and send to 
HOAY 630, Soldier, 
Ordnance Road, Aldershot 

else in your envelope. 
More than one entry can 
be submitted but photo- 
copies cannot be accepted. 
The first correct enmes 
drawn will be the winners. 
No correspondence of any 
kind can be entered into. 

The names of the 
winner of the E50 first 
prize and two runners-up 
(awarded book urizes) will 

G u l l  2DU by March 8. 
Do not include anything 

be announced 6 the 
April 1 issue. 

Name ( G ~ ~ e m k ~ r n t l e )  

Addless 

Competition No 627 (Jan 8 issue): Congratulations to Mr S 
Matthews, of Ramsgate, Kent, who wins f50. Book prizes 
go to runners-up 2nd Lt F E Galbralth, 1 WFR, Lucknow 
Barracks, Tidworth, and Maj Mitchell, of BFPO 801. 

Ll 
cination and 

and I sat in 

front room 
and were 

culean StrOrIa In pulling a 4- 
tonne Army truck around St 

Mkhael’s married quartera estate, prsuadlng 
local businea%s to SUppOIl them In the proceaa 

. - - - .  
Daainaesfmm recthn, Raining the Cantre, Milltary Colch- Cor- 
&er, display a cheque for f1,118 ralsed for the 
Chlldren In Need appeal - the result of thelr Hcr- 

Putting thelr collective best 
foot forward in a good 
cause were tan members of 
Alnwick-based W Coy, 6th 
(Northumberland) Battal- 
Ion, The Royal Regimnt of 
Fusiliers. Among those 
(pictured with chlldrenfrom 
Whltlingham flrst School) 
who t w k  pert In a SDmlla 
qmnsored relay run around 
local Villagea which raised 
more than f350 to help the 
school build an adventure 
playground were (left to 
right) Cpl Mark Reynoidr, 
Cpi John Leddy, Fus 
Charier Pottinger and LCpi 
~ e g  nndaii. 

the whole village.” 
Born with a spinal deformi- 

ty, Akja had steel plates insert- 
ed in her back several years ago 
to correct the problem, but as 
she has grown, these have 
begun to exacerbate the prob- 
lem - making an operation 
essential. 

A German woman bad 
already raised the money 
needed to secure the operation 
and a rehabilitation course in a 
German clinic, but the family 
could not afford the fare to 
Frankfurt. 

Overnight, the soldiers at 
their Gornji Vakuf base raised 
DM700 to add to DM500 
contributed by local workers, 

TO YOUR OWN-DESIGN 
* T-SHIRTS 
* SWEATSHIRTS 
* POLOSHIRTS 
* RUGBY SHIRTS 
* DRILL TOPS 
* SWEATERS * CAP 
For FREE colour brochure from 
the U.Ks leading supplier to 
H.M. Forces contact: 

0 0 0  
Capt Bob Meldrum, Direc- 

tor of Music, the %den 
Band, Queens Division, pre- 
sented a L500 cheque to Diana 
Hawkins, Regional O5cer for 
United Nations International 

included an open day for fami- 
lies of staff and a sponsored half 
marathon run by three soldiers. 

0 0 0  

More than L1,OOO is expect- 
ed to be raised for Liverpool’s 
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital 
and St James’s ( “ J i i ’ s ” )  
Hospital m Leeds, and towards 
a forthcoming unit expedition 
to Nepal, rhanks to a sponsored 
walk by 11 members of 208 (L) 
Field Hospital (V) along the 
127-mile Leeds-Liyerpool 

to send the couple to Germany. 
“It was worth every second, 

and every Deutschmark:’ said 
Lt Hart. “We knew we had 
done the right thing.” 

i The cheque belng held by 
Staphanle Barter, treasurer of 
the Cancer Reneareh Campaign, 
bears the name of Bdr Taff 
Morgan, whore contribution to a 
total of more than f2,wO raised 
for the chadty w~1) to echleve 
5,001 nomtop &-up. 

Fellow members of Alder- 
shot-based 7 (Para) RHA, led by 
Cpl Lae Dams, swellad the total 
by cresting a new abseiling 
record of 39 miles. Pictured out- 
side the 7 RHA Officers’ Meas 
are (left to rlght) Bdr Morgan, Lt 
Col Chrls Brown RA, and Cpl 
Dawns. Picture Mtke Weston 

Children’s Emergency Fund 
W C E F ) .  3REEN T-SHIRTS 

iUNDREDS OF 
IMBROIDERED 

0 0 0  
Military and avilian staff at 

the Army’s Base Vehicle 
Depot at Ludgershall have 
raised L1,OOO for the Douglas 
Arter Centre in Odstock, which 
cares for adults with multiple 
and profound disabilities. 

Events organised to raise the 
money - handed over by Maj 
Steve Jenldns, depot OC - 

Canal. 
Despite blisters, fog and bit- 

terly cold conditions, the iTOCK DESIGNS 
iVAILABLE. 
REDIT TERMS AVAILABLE 

ligh Street,Wootton Bassett, 
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB 

TEL: (0 1 793) 849888 
teams, starting in Leeds and 
taking it in. relays, made it to 
Liverpool’s Stanley Dock over 
the course of a weekend. 
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Cpl Neil Pollitt (7 Armd Bde 
HQ and Sig Sqn) won the 
men's individual title for the 
first time while Cpl Vicky 
Hardisty (16 Sig Regt) 
retained the British women's 
championship. 

The national event was com- 
bined with the Swiss ski-bik- 
national championships, wit 
two runs of a very technic; 
giant slalom course and a 
quick Super G deciding the 
outcome. Swiss and British 
raced over the same courses, 
making it possible to assess 
their respective standards. 

Defending British champion 
Graeme Spence of Scotland, 
Cpl Paddy Maybin (16 Sig 
Regt) and Pollin were the main 
contenders, while young Ray 
Power, son of an airman, posed 
an outside threat. 

DISQUALIFIED 
Spence missed a gate on the 

tight, fast giant slalom course 
and was disqualified, but Pol- 
litt's time was bettered only by 
the two top Swiss competitors. 
Maybin pulled out all the stops 
on the second run to head Pol- 
litt bv a fraction over four sec- 
onds and win the giant slalom. 

Maybin threw caution to the 
winds in the deciding Super G 
set over 1,390m of icy, hard 
snow and a 315111 drop. 

But a spectacular crash at 
the bottom of the slope 
brought his challenge to an 
abrupt end and Pollitt sensibly 
took full advantage to claim the 
national title. 

Hardisty, in a class of her 
own among the British com- 
petitors, won both her races as 
she pleased and was beaten on 
the clock only by the Swir 
women's champion. 

Sgt Jane Robinson (10 Tpt 
Re5  RLC) was second. 

Army Ski-Bike Club presi- 
dent Lt Col Richard Platt 
(MoDpE)) set a fine example 
by finishing second in both 
races. In both he achieved I times which were faster than 
44 

Members of the GB ski-bike team: (back row, from left) Sgt Docheny, Lt Col Rlc Plan, Kevin Rochfort of t 
Ski-Bike Associatlon of GB, and Graeme Spence; (second row) Cpl Paddy Maybln. WO2 Rushton and C 
Eyes; also In the picture are Swiss skl-bike instructors who assisted the squad 

Pacey sappers 
outstrip REME 
on ARL debut 

REME 12, RE 26 
of RBMEmd 

at SElUe Arborfield wan 
fint time dtha corps had 

.the 13-man eode. 
c 

Naylor touched down 
s Well-exccuted 

,:- sst 
LI 

Richard Nelson (RE). The 
ssppas mok a 12-6 kad when 
Cpl Ritchie lhomaa nipped in 
to complete the first bnlf -1- 
ins. The secmbd prid pm- 
duced Rugby Lague of the 
same relentless ferody. 
cap&, Cpl Eugcne scored Kelf, the first the uppar of his 

tweaics to open the gap, but 
RHMBsoon maliared with a 
N.Rslurua ay which was COD 

vuted. LCpl Darryl Cooper's 
long-range cffar for the s a p  
pen eornpleted the scoring. 

The s~ppas had the edge in 
prc and the man ofthc match 
pnvd went to Nelson for lus 
olnmdiwM-e.Kelf 
4 Sgt Tim White (RBME) 
w@reousrpndingindefence. 

Spirited U121 
effort sweeps 
RAF aside 

~ W r 2 7 . R A F u 2 1 1 0  
AT LAST the d but loyal 
squad that has made up the 
Army Under 21 rugby squad 
hes somethiag to celebrate, 
n r i t s c l T o r m ~ .  

Afteraseescmdoggedby 
injury, d b & y  due to 
~ t i 0 d c o m m i ~ ~ d  
the rrfuspl ofsome players to 
turn out fa the Service, the 
skle camegood during a con- 
vincing 27-10 win over the 
RAF. 

Followjug ddent at the 
hands of the Royal Navy the 
pmious * Army P k -  
c r s w e r e ~ ~ t  
after thorough prcpaFaLiiom 
a o d ~ ~ f o m d  

b 
ontheteam. 

simpip.~*lightiohtblue 
oppdtim faring them to 
ntaccdc pennltiea spr Grif- 
6ahsswnlrkLcdtwotogive 
thehomeside a 6-0 edvantage. 
on theh.lfhourPteMorriS 

(mm &) WBIl repked in 
thebackrow byFusJone8,Snd 
WoughtheRAFeomrenoda 
~ t Y , * A r m y ~ t h e  
h.lf8tnmglywhmGriftiths 
rapondcd with two more 
befofi the c&ccs of an illness 
foradhimmkave the field. 

Skipper Re Bovill kicked 
another pmaltg. soon after the 
White, rr-sM an and Rer-prerenr the tmaaous at W- Pte 

back, d e d  over for a ay 
which Bovill c o m e d .  Pus 

There8-shined 

Winning Div 
THE 4 Division women's foot- 
ball team got offto a 
StarT against B combined 
London Distrift-Northem Irr- 
h d  side in the inter-forma- 
tion MandRke challenge 
competition. 

Theg beet London-NI 7-1. 
A n o p m i o g m u n d w i n ~ d S O  
d e d  by 315 Lhision who 
beat2Div2-0. 
The Ru: w ~ m m ' s  side was 

m-PgaiastAbbeY 
Rpasas in mcir southern 
League Division 2 dash but 
bad to settle for a 4-4 draw 
after lxmcdiw twe goals in 
thehckstfcwmiautes. 

Miles put the Army 27-3 ahead 
when afterhepsymsm=ebytk he faced the bdl down 

pack. 
A late RAF ay did nothing 

totempetheioyofafbmwio. 
The shield was prcsmted to 

Fus Kemble by chainasn Id 
Col Bin Wirhers who &o pr+ 
smted colorvs to 21 Amy 
players. SprHughesncc*ed 
the player of the Season &CM 
and a tanlard. 

Diary date! 

Wbv 
me rn and the Royal Navl 

The annual clash bebvea~ 

for the WlllS CXmwn Troph) 
takes place at Twickenham or 
March 30. There is a pme fo 
the best regrnental M m m  
tent erected In the car park 
and advance tickets from are the avaiiable Secretar) Ir 

ARU, Clayton Banecks. A m .  

W. 
Fell wnnlng 

Servioe units are be@ 
enc~raged to enter the 30 
bengstagedon mile Menx Mountain me Isle Marattmn &Man 

on W l 6 .  T~MN, hom Larkhill 
and several UOTCs took par€ in 
the IS35 went. Detafisfromthe 
secretary, Arihwr Jones, 97 SIC 
verbum Cresceni, Bathails, 
822288). Isle of Man I M  ZED @do1624 

C d n g  

maramOncanoeradngahampi- 
mMps are to be heki on the 
RiiWyeatMonmou#l,South 
Waias. WBT the weekend July 
20-21. The sprint8 will be mer 
mer 500 and diatanm 1,ooOm, varying the marathon from RW, 

to and 12 ablity m' r. depnding Entry forms M class from 

Capt Duncan (726) Capps W, RLC fax on 

2595; 412695. cMI 01276 412506, fax 

348573) stud ou11 or at the 280 gate (01259 on U@ 

- 
me ~ n n y  sprint 



Para sappers win high-grade final f 
9 Pan FE =,I5 Re@ RLC9 

A ROBUST and hzghquality 
ARUMinor Units Challenge 
Cup 6nal was won 25-9 by 9 
Para Sqn RE. 

Defending champions 15 
Re5 RLC were a much- 
depleted side eompared to 
1995 when they so convincing- 
ly beat the Infantry Training 
Banalion Snensall. 

htings, Bosnis and 
"rresources re-allocation" had 
all tahen their toll, although the 
logistics si& put up an excel- 
lent iight on the coldest &er- 
noon of the season. 

The sappers were blessed 
with having two former Army 

Horse 
Gunners 
wobble, 
but not 
for long 
7 (Para) RHA 27.4 OS Re@ 11 

PREDICTABLY, 7 (Para) 
RHA beat 4 GS Regt RLC in 
the LEX Major Units Army 
Rugby Challenge Cup final, 
writes Roger ntompson. 

While the Horse Gunners' 
forwards domated temtori- 
ally, their backs failed to 
sparkle against a loggy side 
who played to their potential, 
pardcularly in defence, and 
scored an excellent try at a 
time when they should have 
been beaten beyond sight. 

The gunners staned ener- 
getically, the forwards taking 
conml through Fowers, 
Wood, Coghlan, Dahinton and 
Brooks, who had an excellent 
all-round game. 

With skipper and scrumhalf 
John Denwood barking at the 
heels of his pack, it was possi- 
ble to imagine the scoreboard 
team bemg the busiest people 
in the Aldershot Stadium. 

However, little went nght 
outside Denwood, fiyhalfRory 
Jones appeuing obsessed with 
shouting "two lines" -much to 
the confusion of both sides. 

Wilcoxson made valiant 
efforts to create a bridge in the 
centre against a rapidly 
advancing 4 Regt defence, and 
4s 

players in key positions, Maj verted by Hudson. In a period 
David Hudson at fullback and of relative equality, the sappers 
Capt Bobby Matthews at conceded a number of needless 
hooker.Theywerewell-drilled free Li& mainly i@nst 
and started confidently, the hooker Matrhews. Later he 
pack securing a regular supply compensated by taking several 
of quick ball. balls agsinst the head, one of 

CUI Mark Walker at which resulted in a try by 
scrumhalf  centre S S 5  
selected his L i n d s e y  
options well H o t t o n .  
and never let go the pressure The sappers' ability to recycle 
button. This led directly to the ball swiftly put 15 Res  
lengthy territorial 4vantage under constant pressure. 
and Hudson's first penalty The game was always pas- 
which gave the sappers a 3-0 sionate, frequently frenetic and 
lead. usually skilful, but 1 5 Re5 had 

No 8 S S 5  Vince Lithgo Iittleballandfounditdiflicult 
scored an excellent trv. con- to create attacking momen- 

nun. Their brave tackling, 
however, prevented 9 Para 
running away with the match. 

Further unconverted aim 
were scored by Capt Mike 
Fuller and Capt Paul Fontnine. 

This was an excellent !inal. 
While the 9 Para approach was 
more dumper truck than bton 
Martin, they neverthelew 
played spirited, a c m e  
rugby, keeping the ball alive at 
vital moments to score four 
good tries. 

They last won the cup in 
1982 but will not be able to 
defend their title non season 
because of an e x h s e  commit- 
ment in Kenya. 

in the past, 
once more the for- 
showed that w a r d s  
his swength lay in pmwhd but stirred at the crucial moment. 
blinkered runniOn. Time and Thev rrverted to a series of 
again 7 RHA 70% ground fe&omedrivesledbyDalun- 
through over4boration and ton and Brooks, and an excel- 
hsndlingmrs. lent individual try was scored 

Howard Graham, one of the by Capt Jus& van der Plant. 
Army's most gifted players, The 7 RHA game plan has 
chose this day to leave his kick- aiways considered the shim 
ing boots behind. So many numbered 11 to 15 to besome- 
points were squandered that 4 thing of a side-show, and they 
Regt were able to come within reverted to grinding, driving, 
eight points of the champions. battering, eyeball-tc-eyehall 

Following a period of loggy intimidation by the best fmnt 
pressnre, two well-struck fiveinthe Army. 
penalties by S S 5  Don Lewis The champions do what they 
and a deserved try by fullback do well, very well indeed, and 
LCpl Geoff Hunt made the this 4 GS Re5 team, who had 
score 19-11. flown back from Bosm to play 

With 7 RHA auising thefinal,hadnoanswerwhen 
nowhere, the unthinkable the gunners reverted to type. 
crossed spectators' minds. But A driving forward move saw 
as has happened 60 many times Denwood break with Brooks 

---- 
)wI rmconon (7 (Pan) 
aI4Ah Wlth the MI, 
.Llnct.tha.tt.ntlonot4 
(10 R8@ RLcapI. Ron 
Bud (rro 6) and Lcpl 
a m H u n ( .  8.hlndansgt 
~ R n w o o d a r d c . p t  
Jmtlnw) d.tPam(partry 
0b.Cund)dffRHA 
M r r . . L I u I  

and Van der Pant in support. 

Andy Dawhg to splii the 
defence and dmre over in the 
shadow of the posts. Then Van 
der Pant scored his second try. 

It is urobable the 7 RHA 

crisp passing allowed Gnr 

a 

. -_- _____ 
coaching side got this one 8 

play the in-vogue "champngne 
rugby" rather than &ift the 
pack into four-wheel drive and 
slowly drain the lifeblood from 
the opposition forwards. 

Playing to their sucngths is 
not pretty but it had won them 
the cup nine times in the p m  
12 years - a superb record. 

They are the undisputed 
championk and S i ,  
Logistics and Infantry need to 
startminingnowifitistobe 
any different in 1997. 

wrong. There was a clrnty 
defined attempt to ignore the, 
wealmess in the backs and to 

;i' 
- 






