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A NEW “buddy” recruiting scheme for the
Army offers soldiers an incentive to sign up
their friends. But before the bounty, designed

Sign up a mate . . . and make £250

to ease the manning shortfall, is paid, the
pal has to complete his training and join a
regiment or corps. Full details in Page 5.
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A British soldier rests in NBC kit during a gas alert in the Gulf

Records to be

Who do you
go to if you
believe
service in

the Gulf
damaged
your health?
- Page 29

examined in

new Gulf War
health probe

HEALTH records of more than 50,000 soldiers, sailors and airmen
who served in the Gulf are to be screened in an attempt to establish
whether there is an increased incidence of illness among the veterans
or an unusual number of birth abnormalities among their children.

Ski-bikers in action

Under a new study
announced by Armed Forces
Minister Nicholas Soames, the
Defence Analytical and Statis-
tical Agency at Bath is to com-
pare the records of 51,300
British personnel who took
part in the war to liberate
Kuwait with the records of a
similar number, matched in
age and sex, drawn from
249,900 personnel who did
not serve in the Gulf.

The MoD’s current medical
assessment programme, under
which more than 350 veterans
have been examined, was
endorsed last summer by a
Royal College of Physicians
clinical audit.

At the time, the Royal Col-
lege recommended the MoD
should involve eminent civilian
specialists in specific areas of
medicine relevant to condi-
tions alleged to have been
caused by service in the Gulf.

As a result, discussions have
been held with specialists in
toxicology, immunology, tropi-
cal diseases, epidemiology and
birth defects.

A comprehensive medical
statistical database has been
prepared to provide the basis
for epidemiological studies
into the incidence and distrib-
ution of diseases and other
health-related factors.

METHOD APPROVED

Mr Soames said that medical
and scientific experts who
attended a recent meeting con-
vened by the Surgeon General,
Surgeon Vice-Admiral Larry
Revell, had expressed approval
at the MoD’s approach and
had agreed there was no evi-
dence at present to indicate the
existence of a unique and pre-
viously unknown condition or
illness associated with service
in the Gulf.

“This echoes the US experi-
ence of their much larger
assessment programme of
17,000 veterans,” said the min-
ister.

“We accept that a number of
Gulf veterans are ill, and that
there is public concern about
the possible effects of Gulf ser-
vice on those children of veter-
ans who have been born with
birth defects.

“As the next stage of its
work, my department is com-
missioning a series of epidemi-
ological studies comparing the
health of Gulf veterans with
similarly matched control
groups of Service personnel
who did not go to the Gulf.”

Some of the studies will be
conducted in-house, others by
commissioning external
research.

The MoD is also to commis-
sion research into the alleged
@ Turn to Page 5
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The flag-draped coffins of the three Light Dragoons are received by a LD bearer party at RAF Lyneham

Unmarked minefield
claims Spartan crew

THE BODIES of three sol-
diers from The Light Dra-
goons, killed on January 28
when their Spartan light recon-
naissance vehicle was blown up
in a snow-covered and
unmarked minefield near
Mrkonjic-Grad in  Bosnia,
were flown back to Britain on
February 1.

The officer and two soldiers
will be buried with full military
honours.

A Scimitar which was fol-
lowing the stricken vehicle was
able to extricate itself although
its crew was unable to help
because of exploding ammuni-
tion and the danger of more
mines.

Severe weather conditions
and nightfall hampered
attempts to reach the vehicle
and it was a day before the
bodies could be recovered.

The soldiers who died were
Lt Richard Madden, Tpr
Andrew Ovington and Tpr
John Kelly. They had recently
arrived in Bosnia as the second
Light Dragoons squadron to
operate with the Implementa-
tion Force.

The LD patrol was moving
along a narrow mountain track
which had been used before.
The lightly-armoured Spartan
is believed to have veered off
the snow-covered track in bad
weather into an unrecorded
minefield.

The mine, a Yugoslav
TMRP-7 designed to disable
heavily-armoured main battle

Tpr John Kelly

Tpr Andrew Ovington

tanks, ripped through the light
CVRT-series Spartan, causing
a fierce blaze which ignited
ammunition.

Heavy snow made the task of
clearing a route to the soldiers
more hazardous for sappers
from Wimbish-based 49 Field
Squadron EOD. Several more
anti-tank and anti-personnel
mines were found.

At their base in Hohne, com-
manding officer Lt Col Tim
Checketts and the regiment
remembered the men and their
families in a short service
before starting the week’s
work.

Col Checketts was proud of
the contribution made by two
squadrons of the Light Dra-
goons in returning the country
to normality, and said the inci-
dent highlighted the dangers
faced by all IFOR troops on a
daily basis.

Lt Madden read Russian
and Serbo-Croat at university
and was due to be promoted.
His brother, Maj David
Madden, serves with the
Queen’s Royal Hussars, which
deployed two squadrons to the
area in early January.

Both troopers were on their
second tour in Bosnia.

The day after the tragedy,
Tpr Ovington’s family received
a letter from him in which he
wrote of the danger of mines.

All three armies which
fought in the area have co-
operated with IFOR in provid-
ing information about
minefields, and some 1,700
have been recorded.

® Gdsmn Paul Kay, 24,
serving with the Windsor-
based 1st Battalion, Scots
Guards, died after collapsing
during a run at Ash Ranges,
Hampshire, despite the efforts
of medics to revive him at the
scene. An inquest is to be held.

Princess
visits RS

The Princess Royal meets
soldiers of the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Scots during a pri-
vate visit to their base in
Armagh, Northern Ireland.

Princess Anne, Colonel-in-
Chief of the regiment, flew by
helicopter to Bessbrook
where she was met by the
commanding officer, Lt Col
Robbie Scott-Bowden.

She later flew to meet
troops at a nearby patrol base
as well as at Crossmaglen
and Newtownhamilton.

On her return to Bessbrook
for lunch, Princess Anne pre-
sented Long Service and
Good Conduct Medals.

The battalion began a six-
month tour of duty in North-
ern Ireland in October.

POCKET-sized cards are
being issued to soldiers in
selected units to be filled in if
they recruit a friend into the
Army and - on the volun-
teer’s enlistment — earn them
a cash payment.

The Satisfied Soldier
bounty card scheme is the
latest move by the Direc-
torate of Army Recruiting
(DAR) in its attempt to
make up the current short-
fall of young volunteers —
15,000 a year of whom are
needed, particularly for the
combat arms.

Successful  “recruiters”
from the Household Caval-
ry, the Royal Armoured
Corps, Royal Artillery and
the Infantry (apart from The
Royal Irish Regiment (part-

COMMITTED RECRUIT CARD

Keep this Card Safe
Take it with you to all interviews with the Army Careens Staff and

Recruit Selection Stafi

More than 20,000 bounty cards
have been issued to the Infantry

time) and the Gurkhas), plus
the Royal Logistics Corps
(Pioneers only) and the Adju-

Recruitlé-mate}and earn 25

tant General’s Corps (clerks
only) will receive £250 before
tax.

Printed in red and blue and
bearing the appropriate cap
badges, the cards were deliv-
ered to the relevant organisa-
tions by the beginning of the
year for onward transmission
to units.

The Infantry has already
had a reprint of its initial allo-
cation of 20,000 for distribu-
tion to battalions.

Each card is divided into
four stages, from provisional
acceptance of the potential
recruit through commitment,
enlistment and bounty appli-
cation.

“Beneficiaries will be sol-
diers in the field Army, as
opposed to the professional

recruiters,” said Maj Anna
Steel, SO2 Soldier Recruiting
at DAR in London.

“Hopefully, we will get
more recruits, since I believe a
soldier describes best what a
soldier does.

“I think one of the best ways
of selling the Army is a soldier
telling his war stories.”

This should mean that
applicants coming in will have
a good indication of what lies
in store for them, including
the selection procedure, she
added.

With 48 applications having
gone through to date, the first
enlistment using the card
scheme is expected by March.

Further details are available
from battalion or unit head-
quarters.

RIS a fact e

BRITAIN'S contribution of
ground forces to IFOR is now
complete, with a total of
11,500 in theatre. Original
estimates were for a British
force of 13,100. The United
Kingdom'’s contribution
remains, by a substantial
margin, second only to that of
the United States. — Parlia-
mentary answer
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Gulf health initiative

@® From Page 3

causes of Gulf-related illness,
including the possibility of
interaction between vaccina-
tions given to Servicemen and
women and the Nerve Agent
Pre-treatment Sets (NAPS)
taken for protection against the
threat of chemical attack by the
Iraqis.

The Medical Research
Council will oversee and
review the programme and the
results will be published.

Meanwhile, the MoD is

encouraging any serving or ex-
Service personnel concerned
about their health because of
duty in the Gulf to put them-
selves forward for assessment
and counselling.

The Royal British Legion,
which has campaigned on
behalf of Gulf War veterans,
welcomed the announcement
by Mr Soames. But the RBL
maintains that the MoD could
obtain results faster, and more
economically, by joining an
existing American epidemiolo-

gy study rather than initiating
its own research.

Work is underway in the
United States to compare
records of 15,000 Gulf veter-
ans and a similar study group.
Intense examination of 1,000
from each group will follow.

The Legion is to host a visit
to Britain by a congressman
involved in US veterans’ wel-
fare. It is hoped participation
by British veterans in the US
project will be discussed with
the MoD.

=

A summary of Defence
topics from Westminster

Troops to
secure
burial sites

BRITISH troops in Bosnia will

provide security for United
Nations teams visiting alleged
grave sites, Baroness Chalker
of Wallasey told the Lords on
January 25.

IFOR will conduct foot patrols
and aerial reconnaissance of
sites and report any suspicious
activities that might suggest
tampering, she said.

R LR

The UN war crimes tribunal
proposes to interview a repre-
sentative group of 1 RWF sol-
diers about an incident during
which the life of a fusilier was
threatened while he was being
held hostage by Bosnian Serb
troops, Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames told the Com-
mons.

B B E)

There are no plans for a spe-

cial review of the terms and con-

Army debate -Pages 12-13

ditions of service for serving
mothers with young children,
said Mr Soames. A fundamental
review of terms and conditions
was already taking place under
the independent review.

Points from written answers:

3 United Kingdom costs for
the duration of the national
deployment with the Implemen-
tation Force in Bosnia are esti-
mated at £300 million.

1 Fifteen personnel were dis-
charged with disgrace from the
Army between November 1,
1992 and December 31, 1993.

1 Some 5,000 payments
averaging under £11,000 each
have been made to Service-
women discharged on pregnan-
cy between 1978 and 1990.

[  Premature  Voluntary
Releases for officers and sol-
diers on the Notice Engage-
ment have dropped from 691
officers and 2,656 soldiers in
1986 to 250 officers and 1,006
soldiers in 1995 (excluding
December). Releases peaked
in 1989 with 766 officers and
4,123 soldiers and predicted
PVR exits for 1996 are 353 offi-

cers and 1,728 soldiers.
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FAW to change its name

A NEW name has been agreed
for the ten-year-old Federation
of Army Wives, but it will not
be used until it is officially
launched on May 3.

On that day the organisa-
tion, which campaigns on a
vast range of welfare and social
issues affecting Service depen-
dants, will become the Army
Families Federation.

Railway’s
tribute to
GER-khas

COLCHESTER-based
Queen’s Own Gurkha Trans-
port Regiment and the
Brigade of Gurkhas were
honoured on February 6
when Great Eastern Railway
named a Class 321 unit
“Gurkha” in a ceremony at
the town’s station.

Before the formal naming
took place, the Gurkha band
entertained travellers. Pre-
sent were 90 members of the
Clacton branch of the Royal
British Legion and members
of the Burma Star Associa-
tion who later returned to
London on the newly-named
train as guests of GER.

GER managing director
Bob Breakwell said: “The link
with this famous regiment is
now forged and will be seen
by literally thousands of
people every day.”

The name-change will be
marked simultaneously on
May 3 at the Rheindahlen
Show and at events in the
United Kingdom and overseas
garrisons.

Nearly 80 per cent of those
canvassed last year felt the
FAW should rethink its title to
reflect changes in the compo-
nents of the modern family.

The old name was seen to be
excluding growing numbers of
a community which includes
single parents, both male and
female.

Most of those who voted —
78 per cent — preferred Army
Families Federation to the
other suggested title, the Fed-
eration of Army Wives and
Families.

Lt Col Eric Kohn (standing, second right) and team members pictured before the march and shoot

Watchkeepers’
pool carries off
TA team prize

STAFF officers from HQ 5
Airborne Brigade (All Arms
Watchkeepers and Liaison
Officers Pool (V)) won the TA
Bells Trophy for the best Terri-
torial Army team in the
brigade march and shoot com-
petition held on RMA Sand-
hurst’s Barbarossa training
area.

The ten team members, led
by Lt Col Eric Kohn, REME,
had to cover a ten-mile course,
including 16 checkpoints, fol-
lowed by a shoot.

Apart from two other REME
representatives, their cap-

badges ranged from Gurkha to
Royal Artillery and RAMC.
Teams from Regular and Terri-
torial Army units which are
part of, or affiliated to, the
brigade took part.

® TA staff officers also pro-
vided a four-man team for the
Swiss Raid Commando com-
petition in Colombier Neucha-
tel.

The gruelling event involved
military teams moving more
than 150km across mountains
for 48 hours. Part of the course
was completed on Swiss Army
bicycles.

Picture: The Military Picture Library

What the papers have been saying

Soldiers

on LSD
‘blew it’

According to declassified MoD
documents, soldiers who volun-
teered to take part in secret
chemical warfare trials at
Porton Down in the 1960s
became disorganised and inca-
pable of taking orders after they
were dosed with LSD tablets. —
Times

[ Defence chiefs want to dis-
band 3 Para and transfer its
troops to the two other battal-
ions of The Parachute Regi-
ment. — Sunday Times

1 One of Britain’s ~most
endangered species, the stone
curlew, has found a safe haven
on MoD training grounds on
Salisbury Plain. — Independent

IJ The pick of young offend-
ers sent to MCTC Colchester
under the new “boot camp”
regime are to be invited to join
the Army under a scheme being
considered by the Home Office
and MoD. — Daily Telegraph

J Military chiefs have been
ordered to train thousands of
“agony aunts” to tackle prob-
lems faced by Servicemen and
women. — Daily Mail

J Retired Col Alec Forbes
was the last patient to be treat-
ed in Aldershot's 117-year-old
Cambridge Military Hospital.
The former APTC officer left the
CMH on January 31 following
his third hip replacement opera-
tion. — Aldershot News

Medics move on

rodent disease

MEDICS have established a
monitoring system for British
troops serving with NATO’s
Peace Implementation Force
(IFOR) in former Yugoslavia.

The move followed confir-
mation that a British soldier
had contracted a rare rodent-
borne disease in north-east
Bosnia. He is now receiving
treatment in the UK for
haemorraghic fever with renal
syndrome (HFRS), a disease
historically associated with
armies in the field.




Maj Gen Charles Vyvyan, COS HQ
Land Command, with Capt Tony
Fairbank of 48 Fd Sgn (Air Support)
RE, tries his hand in the control
room of the computerised shooting
range at Peat Fell Range, Catterick.
The general was in Yorkshire to
open the £700,000 range, con-
structed by Waterbeach-based 48
Fd Sgn, and the first in the UK to be
purpose-built for the new automatic
marking system, which gives
trainees a computer monitor at the
firing point to check their accuracy.

Pipe Major Steven Small (above) of the Black Watch celebrates
the arrival of Drambuie and haggis at Pirbright. The goodies were
part of a consignment donated by distillers Drambuie and a chain
of butchers to Scots serving in locations which included Northern
Ireland and Bosnia to help them celebrate the bicentenary of the

death of Rabbie Burns.

Sgt Christopher Crosbie (right) and pipers and drummers of

1 KOSB toast the haggis in Belfast.

OH, BROTHER

Who says the Army and Royal Navy don't have a heart?
Certainly not 19-year-old Pte Lea Cox and his brother,
Able Seaman Mark Jones (20), both serving with NATO
forces in Split.

Their respective Services got together and arranged a
surprise meeting for the pair, who were separated as
children and had seen each other only once in 15 years.

Lea, an AGC (SPS) clerk, had been instructed to go to
the helipad to book in troops arriving from Italy, only to
find his brother —who changed his surname by deed poll
when his mother remarried — getting out of a helicopter
sent to pick him up from HMS London, on which he
serves as weapon systems operator, in the Adriatic.

The next three hours for the astonished and delighted
brothers were spent in catching up on topics such as
their mutual love of hockey.

Picture: Dave Whitley

LCpl Darren Barton is used to hearing com-
ments about his infamous “frugality” from
mates in 7 Squadron, 27 Regiment, Royal
Logistic Corps.
Currently on a six-month tour in
north Belfast, “Daz” spent an entire
97p in his first four weeks at Gird-
wood base, a total increased over
the following two weeks to a mas-
sive £25, mainly on phone
cards.
But for Darren, who, by
the end of his tour (his
second in Northern Ire-
land) in April will have
amassed savings of
£6,000 to add to the
£4,500 he totted up
the first time around,
there is a sensible
aimin view —to setup
home with girlfriend
Lorraine . . .

Blazing a trail as one
of the first serving soldiers to
gain a grade 5 National Vocational
Certificate — recognised as between
degree and master’s degree level —
and diploma in management is WO1
Derek Dove, based at Bulford Camp,
where he is seen being presented with the
documents by Brig Tony Kerr, Assistant
Divisional Commander 3 (UK) Division.

“l was left facing the future with a lot of man-
agement experience but no formal qualifica-
tions, which is why | enrolled,” said Derek, who
studied for 14 months in his own time and, after 34
years in the Army, has less than a year left to serve.

Lt Gen Sir Roger
Wheeler, GOC
Northern Ireland (left)
with an oil painting of
a Gazelle over
Belfast by John
Young (right).

The painting was
one of three commis-
sioned by 5 Regi-
ment, Army Air
Corps unveiled in the
AAC Officers’ Mess
at Aldergrove to com-
memorate 25 years of
aviation in Northern
Ireland.
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PARTING was not

such sweet sorrow Tan kS ve I‘y
for Pte Jill Ewing of

32 Engineer Regi- mUCh ik
ment and her hus-

band, LCpl Jim Ewing of 16 Tank Transporter
Squadron RLC.

The sappers, to whom Jill is attached as a
member of the AGC, were leaving Hannover to
join the Implementation Force in Bosnia and
Jim had applied for a temporary transfer to 3 Tank
Transporter Squadron, which is in theatre.

The request was granted without hassle or red

tape so Jill and Jim were able to leave together. J

When motorists in

a small Bosnian

community found

themselves strand-

ed on either side of a huge hole
after their main road collapsed due to
a landslide, the sappers went to the
rescue.

And in charge of the heavy plant
brought in to construct storm drains
and build a second road above the
original on more solid foundations
was Cpl Dean Link, plant section
commander for 5 Field Squadron RE,
seen, as it were, at the scene.

F(air)well,
Gordon

One claim to fame for
Gordon Williams, who has
retired after almost 40 years
in the Civil Service, is that,
as an information officer at
the Air Ministry at the begin-
ning of the 1960s, he
helped to launch the Red
Arrows aerial display team.

Another notable episode
for Gordon, whose final
post was in York as Senior
Public Information Officer
for 2nd Division, was a stint
in the 1980s as editor of
Soldier News and news
editor of Soldier magazine.
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reminders of happy times.

Every time | moved | packed
them into the boxes provided and
sent them off into the unknown.
Fortunately my faith was reward-
ed on every occasion and | was
reunited with my pre- ——01f
cious things.

Some people aren’t
s0 lucky. | remember
one friend whose
boxes went up in
smoke when the lorry
carrying them caught
fire. Others have lost
all or part of their
belongings in acci-
dents and thefts.

In every case the
loser was reassured
that it would all be all
right because they were insured
and could claim back the loss.
While this is true it's impossible to
put a value on an album of pho-
tographs, an ornament kept as a
remembrance of a loved one or a
collection of love letters.

Every now and then | get a
letter from someone who has
been affected by just this sort of
event. The latest is from a man
who was posted overseas from
the United Kingdom.

His boxes were in a truck which
was stolen, emptied and aban-
doned. He lost everything.

He had been wise and insured
his possessions and he will be
reimbursed but he was unpre-
pared for the emotional shock of
losing all the belongings that
made up his personal history.

He praised the MoD for their
help but he has voiced a concern
shared by others similarly affect-
ed. He has been dismayed to find
that the contractors have appar-
ently suffered no penalty for the
incident. He also wishes he could
have been kept up to date with
any inquiries carried out to find the
thieves.

Whenever I've looked into this
in the past I've been told that this

WHEN | first went out to Ger-
many it was my proud boast that
all my worldly goods fitted into
the back of a small car. As the
years progressed | accumulated
more and more possessions.
Some of them were cherished

How do we help man

who's lost
everything?

kind of event is regrettable but
rare. Given the number of moves
carried out around the world and
the amount of boxes loaded and
unloaded this is probably true. But
shouldn’t this mean
that, when it does
happen, there should
be even more atten-
tion given to keeping
the injured party up to
date with how inquiries
are progressing?

My correspondent
says that he is con-
cerned about uninsur-
able losses. It seems
that there is now noth-
ing he can do about
the personal effects
which he hadn't thought about
insuring for large amounts of
money. How do you put a value on
them? And how can you insure
yourself against the very real feel-
ing of bereavement when they are
all taken from you?

The message for anyone think-
ing of renewing their insurance or
taking it out for the first time is that
you must talk it over with the
agency selling you the cover.
Make sure you take a long look at
your possessions. Don't just think
about how much your hi-fi is worth
or how much it would cost you to
replace your computer.

Think about how you're going
to feel if everything you’ve packed
disappears without trace. Statisti-
cally speaking, it's unlikely but it
could happen. You might argue
that you'll take everything you
treasure in the back of the car so
that you can keep an eye on it. But
cars get stolen too, and it may be
that you won't be able to drive to
your next posting.

When you've packed your
boxes don't forget to keep a list of
everything contained in each of
them.

This is not just a help when
you're unpacking but it could pro-

vide a useful list for the police if
the worst happens.

One other helpful suggestion
comes from the police them-
selves. If you have possessions
which are particularly valuable in
financial or sentimental terms,
mark them in some way which will
mean you can identify them as
yours.

There are many ways in which
you can mark your belongings.
There are special etching kits for
glass and hard surfaces; there are
special pens which make a mark
visible only under a particular kind
of light source. The least expen-
sive option is simply to inflict a tiny
amount of damage in a position
out of sight and known only to you.

Unfortunately  losing  your
belongings can happen wherever
you are and at any time of the day.
Details of a current initiative, Kit
Watch (Soldier, Jan 8) are avail-
able from your local RMP.

It's a shame that the Service
community is affected by theft in
the same way as the civilian com-
munity but it's not a new phenom-
enon. It's up to everyone to make
sure that its effects are limited.

Finally, on the general subject
of insurance, please bear in mind
that this is big business where
cheaper and cheaper deals are
being advertised along with easier
methods of taking it out.

Whatever you're insuring,
whether it's your kit, your house,
your health or anything else, ask
what isn't covered rather than
what is. Find out if there are any
exclusion clauses or time limits for
claims. You're the only one parting
with the money so any reputable
company or agent won't mind you
asking detailed questions before
giving them your business.

® Cari Roberts presents Coun-
terpoint on BFBS radio. Write
to her at BFBS, BFPO 786; of
c/o Soldier.

War widows bid fails

A REQUEST to extend eligibility to
war widows’ pension was rejected
by the Government in the House of
Lords.

Under the rules of the Armed
Forces Pension Scheme, before
1978, a widow had to be married to
her husband while he was still
serving to qualify for a pension.

From April 6 1978 the entitle-
ment was extended to the widows
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of those Servicemen who married
after retirement.

Lord Campbell of Alloway asked
whether the 1978 pension rule
change could be extended to
potential widows who married after
1964,

But Defence Under-Secretary
Earl Howe said there were no
plans to extend the provision retro-
spectively.

& Bulletin .. S

SRB 5, the Tri-Service Reset-
tlement Organisation’s bul-
letin, contains venues and
dates of useful courses
planned throughout the
country, plus articles on
career openings for those
considering work as an air-
line pilot, school bursar,
prison officer or occupational
therapist.

Helpline
helpline

AN 0800 free information number
that gives callers advice on how to
keep calls to telephone helplines
as confidential as possible has
been set up by BT.

The advice addresses the prob-
lem of last-number re-dial and
itemised bills which could deter
people from seeking help.

The BT Calling Helplines
number is 0800 0800 08.

LINCOLNSHIRE RESETTLE-
MENT: A series of briefings for
Service personnel planning to
work or live in the county has
been announced by Lin-
colnshire Training and Enter-
prise Council.

Working in Lincolnshire sem-
inars are to be held on May 15
and October 16, and a Living in
Lincolnshire briefing on July 3.

The events will be hosted at
bases throughout the county
and run by the Service Leavers
Support Team stationed at HQ
49 East Brigade, Chetwynd Bar-
racks, Nottingham.

Franchise
exhibition

A record number of companies are
expected to take part in, the new-
look national franchise exhibition
to be staged at the National Exhibi-
tion Centre in Birmingham on
October 4-6. Visitors will have the
chance to look into a wide range of
business  opportunities,  with
investments starting from less than
£5,000.

Mrs Shephard meets Service personnel at a London Jobcentre

Jobcentres to

'sell’ the Army

ARMED Forces vacancies are to be advertised for the first
time in all 1,100 of the United Kingdom’s national network of

Jobcentres.

“The Employment Service will
be able to reach those who may
not have considered the job oppor-
tunities that the Armed Forces can
offer,” announced Education and
Employment Secretary Gillian
Shephard.

“In particular, people may not be
aware of the skilled jobs available
such as mechanics, drivers, car-
tographers, cooks and so on.”

Successful pilot schemes had
already been run in Edinburgh,
Gloucester, Greenwich, Liverpool,
Norwich and  Swansea between
October 1994 and March 1995.

Recruiting was a very high prior-
ity for the MoD, said Armed Forces
Minister Nicholas Soames, and it
was “critical” that sufficient people
of the right calibre were recruited to
maintain the operational effective-
ness and capability of the Forces.

“l hope young people who had
not previously considered a career
in the Services will be attracted by
the wide variety of jobs on offer.”

New guide
to schools

A second edition of The
Gabbitas Guide to Independent
Schools, described as the
definitive guide to independent
education in the UK, has been
published. The directory of
more than 2,200 schools is
published in a chunky, 780-
page paperback by Kogan
Page and costs £9.99.

Naafi home insurance

A NEW home contents insurance
scheme has been launched by
Naafi Financial Services. Home-
plan, underwritten by General
Accident, is designed to comple-
ment the existing Safeguard
scheme by meeting the needs of
those who do not want full world-
wide cover. It is available to civil-
ians as well as military customers.

Looking on
bright side
of separation

ENFORCED periods of separation
in the Armed Forces may actually
have a positive side for families
according to research commis-
sioned by SSAFA.

Couples from all three Services,
and who had remained married for
between eight and 27 years, were
questioned in the Psychology
Department of Birkbeck College,
London as part of a wider study to
establish the level of divorce within
the Armed Forces.

The research is being led by
SSAFA's working party into marital
breakdown.

Given total confidentiality, cou-
ples spoke frankly about aspects of
life in the Services.

While some were critical, others
expressed appreciation for the
support given by the Service com-
munity at times of stress.

Inevitable separations were
seen as having a positive side, pro-
viding space and time for reflection
followed by the excitement of
reunions.

Dr David Jones, senior lecturer
in psychology at Birkbeck, said
there was evidence that early mar-
ried life, including periods of
planned separations, was greatly
helped when good quality married
quarters were available.

“There persists a strong sense
of pride and loyalty associated with
the status of military life which was
shared by the wives,” he said.

An Army sergeant told the
researchers: “In the Army it's very
hard to hide a problem with a mar-
riage. If your wife is downtown
every night with a different fellow,
somebody will know.” His wife said:
“Life was like an open book.”

An officer's wife spoke of the
months of separation while her
husband was in the Gulf. “l had a
lot of support from the wives . . .
and people on the base. You got a
lot of moral support if you needed
it. | think | got along well.”

Others complained of the
marching out procedure when
leaving married quarters.

A wife described it as “degrad-
ing”. She said: “They expect a 20-
year-old cooker to look like it has

Ten per cent off Cyprus holidays

MEMBERS of the British Army are
being offered, through Soldier,
savings of up to £100 per person
on the cost of a Cyprus holiday.
Airglobe Holidays, a specialist
tour operator to the island, is offer-

ing 10 per cent off any of their holi-
days there which, they add, are
“already competitively priced”.

The reduction applies not only to
the basic holiday cost, but also
insurance and optional supple-

ments such as room or board
upgrades and car hire.

For Airglobe’s 52-page
brochure, call 0171-813 1122. The
discount offer must be mentioned
at the time of booking.

just come out of the showrooms.”

Others said the procedures
were now more relaxed and that
paying cleaning contractors had
reduced the pressures on them.

With an estimated one-in-three
marriages in the UK now ending in
divorce, SSAFA's long-term project
seeks to discover the level of
divorce in the Armed Forces.

The research is being financed
by the MoD.

SSAFA's working party includes
representatives from the three Ser-
vices, Relate, the Samaritans,
Families Need Fathers, the Nation-
al Stepfamily Association, CAST
(Community  Activity  Support
Team), Service chaplains, and
SSAFA's Director of Social Work.

It has alerted the MoD to the
implications of proposed divorce
legislation.

“Our objective, in all our work, is
to try to prevent unnecessary
breakdowns in Service marriages,”
said Mrs Alison Barnes, chairman
of the working party.

Militia
sappers

refurbish
Haig
Homes

SOLDIERS from the Mon-
mouthshire Royal Engineers (Mili-
tia) have been caring for two
RE-allocated Haig Homes in
Cardiff.

Men from the regiment’s Cwm-
bran-based 100 Field Squadron
(Militia) decorated both houses last
year and are preparing to work on
the garden of Howard and Doris
Silvester. Howard served with the
corps in a railway operating com-
pany during the Second World
War.

The other Haig Home is occu-
pied by Harold and Janet Gavin.
Harold served throughout the
1939-45 war and saw action with:
the British Expeditionary Force. He
also saw action in Iran and Iraqg.

WO1 (RSM) John Dargavell RE
delivered hampers to both families
at Christmas.
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WITH the British deployment
to IFOR in Bosnia complete,
more than one third of the
Army is now on, preparing for,
or recovering from, operational
commitments.

Meanwhile it continues to
implement far-reaching and
profound changes, Armed
Forces Minister Nicholas
Soames said in the Commons
debate on the Army.

Earlier he said he hoped the
House and the country
realised “how incredibly lucky
we are in Great Britain to have
such a superb Army.

“At every level of command
and throughout all ranks, the
Army is exceptional in its per-
sonal and professional stan-
dards, in its team work, and in
its highly developed sense of
cohesion, identity, duty and
obligation.”

Acknowledging that the
reorganisations of the past few
years had inevitably extracted a
price in terms of the pressure
and upheaval that they have
caused, he said: “This institu-
tion is a matchless asset.”

Other points from
the debate:

Bosnia

“Soldiers from the Roval
Armoured Corps, the infantry,
the gunners, signallers, sap-
pers, aviators, engineers,
cooks, drivers, logisticians,
medics and military policemen
— every single one of them
deserves our wholehearted and
genuine admiration,” said the
minister, referring to the earli-
er British contribution to the
UN effort. “The House will
wish to salute their endeav-
ours.”

British logisticians, sappers
and engineers were heavily
involved in a wide variety of
projects to improve the civilian
infrastructure, he said.

“Among other notable
achievements, they have con-
structed more than 100km of
new roads, constructed,
improved and maintained
more than 1,000km of routes
to help the humanitarian effort
and the distribution of aid.

“They have disposed of
more than 3,500 mines and
unexploded objects and over-
seen the clearance of more
than 70 major minefields,
reducing the risk to innocent
civilians.

“They have repaired and
rebuilt bridges, notably a 270ft
Bailey bridge in Mostar to link

the Muslim and Croatian
sides.
“They have reconnected

water, gas and electricity sup-
plies, including the water
supply to 45,000 people in
Bugojno and 26,000 more in
Gorazde, thus dramatically
improving the quality of life of
the local people. They have
also re-opened and rebuilt
schools and health centres.”

The 11,500 British troops
serving in IFOR include 450
volunteer TA soldiers and
reservists, including signallers,
engineers, movement con-
trollers, military policemen
and petroleum specialists.

Tour intervals
Mr Soames reaffirmed the

Government’s commitment to
achieve an average operational
tour interval for infantry bat-
talions of 24 months.

“In 1995-96 we shall achieve
an average interval of only
about 22 months for the
infantry, although we shall
exceed the target comfortably
for the Royal Artillery and the
Royal Armoured Corps.

“On the basis of current
commitments, including the
continuing IFOR deployment,
we expect to meet the target of
24 months for the infantry in
1996-97.”

Mr Menzies Campbell
referred to “an allegation” he
had heard that over a four-year
period one 26-year-old captain
had spent only six weeks at
home.

Sir Archibald Hamilton, a
former Armed Forces Minis-
ter, called for one or two bat-
talions of Gurkhas to be
“salvaged” to carry out peace-
keeping tasks.

Doubt that the 24-month
interval woiuld ever be achiev-
able was expressed by Dr
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Charles Goodson-Wickes.

“In some specialist units,
such as the sappers, the emer-
gency tour interval is as low as
12 months and, in some indi-
vidual cases, soldiers with a
particular expertise have been
working on a back-to-back
basis.

“The problem is magnified
when we have such an enor-
mous percentage of forces who
are either training, on opera-

tions or re-training . . . the
highest since the end of the
Second World War.”

Recruiting and retention

To maintain the right bal-
ance of age and experience, the
Army needs to recruit about
15,000 young soldiers a year.
But fewer volunteers than
needed are coming forward,
particularly for the combat
arms, said the minister.

Special measures are being
taken to meet the shortfall and
studies are going on to “further
fortify, refresh and sustain the
historic county and regional
links with the Army”.

To improve the retention
rate, a re-engagement bounty
had been introduced and “the
Adjutant General and his
excellent team are looking at
ideas such as modern appren-
ticeships and bringing military
qualifications more into line
with the requirements of civil-
ian employers — through the
introduction of National Voca-
tional  Qualifications, for
example”.

On the subject of using job
centres for Forces recruiting,
Shadow Defence Secretary Dr
David Clark sought an assur-
ance that there would be no
financial penalty on a young
unemployed person for not
wishing to join the Army.

Defence Procurement Min-
ister James Arbuthnot said that
rejection of a Service career
would not involve loss of
unemployment benefit.

Equipment

During their extended and
searching examination in
Bosnia, British Army equip-
ment — particularly Warrior,
the tracked armoured recon-
naissance vehicles and the
DROPS logistic vehicles — had
continued to perform extreme-
ly well, said Defence Procure-
ment Minister James
Arbuthnot.

“Bosnia has also enabled my

Pte Craig Harris, Graeme Kelly and Mark Howe of the 2nd Battalion,
The Light Infantry with driver Rfn Steve Cogan (1 RGJ) refuel a War-
rior at Malibu Corner in Bosnia. The armoured fighting vehicle was
said in the Army debate to be performing “extremely well” in former
Yugoslavia

department and industry to
show their skill at responding
quickly to urgent operational
requirements.

“There have been many
examples, but I want to single
out the rapid development and
deployment of the prototype
HALO sound ranging equip-
ment used for locating hostile
artillery.

“The requirement was iden-
tified and agreed, a contract
placed, and the system
deployed within a matter of
months. It made its first detec-
tion almost immediately.

“It is an excellent illustration
of the speed and effectiveness
of response by the MoD and
industry  working  closely
together with a common aim.”

Earlier in the debate Opposi-
tion Defence spokesman Dr

John Reid said there was
“increasing concern ~about
slippage” in the provision of
some equipment to the Army
and availability, where kit had
been purchased, was “disturb-
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ing”.
Cadets

Dr Norman A Godman
referred to “the rather sparse
resources” devoted to cadets’
training at Port Glasgow and
other cadet forces in the west
of Scotland.

The minister, who had paid
tribute to the dedication and
leadership of cadet force adult
volunteers, replied: “These
units are not provided for as
generously as we would like,
but we have a finite sum of
money and we have to spread it
as best we can.”

Picture: Mike Perring

Terriers

wanted
for new
Civil
Affairs
Group

TRANSPORT, financial, cater-
ing and legal experts are
among specialists wanted by
the Territorial Army for a new
Civil Affairs Group to become
operational on April 1 next year.

The group will consist of 50
officers who will be available in
teams or as individuals to mili-
tary commander.

Members of the group would
act as liaison officers should
civil authorities require military
assistance or co-operation.

Co-ordination of operations
involving non-military agencies
would be another aspect of their
work.

Some officers already serv-
ing in the Territorial Army would
be qualified to join the group.
Subject to agreement with their
present chain of command,
their transfer should be relative-
ly simple. :

No age limit

Because the group does not
need a rigid upper age limit, it
will be able to offer extended
service to more mature officers
with the necessary skills and
experience who are coming to
the end of a TA appointment.

Men and women on the Reg-
ular Army Reserve of Officers
will, it is thought, be a particular-
ly rich source of recruits, espe-
cially those currently in civilian
employment in one of the pre-
ferred areas of expertise.

Subject to fitness levels and
an ability to learn basic military
skills, people with no military
experience but with appropriate
civilian expertise will be eligible.

Because members of the
group will be required to pos-
sess a degree of authority, age
limits will not be a bar to selec-
tion of suitable volunteers.

New recruits will be offered
TA commissions to the rank of
major or above.

Depending on demand and
availibility, volunteers will be
offered the chance to commit
anything from one day a year to
fuli-time working and will be
paid for each day of service and
receive a bounty.

® Application forms are
available from Lt Col T J W
Robertson, Civil Affairs Group
Study, Engineer Branch, HQ
Land, Erskine Barracks, Wilton,
Salisbury SP2 OAG, tel 01722
433805, fax 01722 433816.
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Union flag signals
tough new approach

A NEW spirit of hope pervades the areas
where British soldiers serve with the
Dayton Peace Implementation Force
(IFOR) in Bosnia Hercegovina.

The Union Flag, which once had to de-
fer to the flag of the United Nations, again
flies proudly from flagstaffs and aerials.

British soldiers have largely left the
areas of central Bosnia where they spent
three years hamstrung by an unclear
mission.

They are now spread
in the west of the trou-
bled country, with
Canadians and Dutch
under command.

As a new page was
turned, Maj Gen Mike
Jackson, who com-
mands IFOR’s Multi-
National Division South
West, paid tribute to the work of the
United Nations Protection Force
(UNPROFOR), which struggled to help
humanitarian aid through to communi-
ties ravaged by a ferocious, barbaric war.

He had no criticism of the UN, which
did a difficult task without the mandate
and full resources it needed, he told Sol-
dier at the former UN Sector South West
headquarters at Gornji Vakuf.

“Life was a struggle and it was getting
difficult for the UN, but under IFOR there
has been a transformation,” he said.

“We have a very clear military mission
laid down by an international treaty
which gives us clear powers.”

The order of battle assembled by IFOR
was strong and capable, and would fight
if need be.

Freedom of movement

“We are not being mucked about at
some checkpoint as the convoys or
patrols wearing blue berets were. We
have absolute freedom of movement and
do not recognise the cease-fire line as
any block to our movement.”

Gen Jackson warned that the IFOR had
to be very careful to implement only the
military aspects of the peace. IFOR was
present to deal with the opposing armies,
and not drunken youths.

“If anybody is fool enough to fire at us,
we will fire back, but we are not here as a
police force. We are not asked to police
the area, we don’t want to be asked to,
and it would be a very worrying road to
go down.”

Capt Paul Sulyok of the 2nd Battalion,
The Light Infantry, understands more
than most how the goalposts have
changed. While serving as a convoy offi-
cer with the RGBW and RWF in Gorazde
in 1994 he was detained by Serbs for ten
days during the NATO bombing of Serb
positions.

“We were completely at the mercy of
Muslims, Serbs or Croats. They would
search every single bag of every single
soldier in each wagon, and just took any
film, cameras and binoculars they
wanted.

“When weapons were cocked you

® Turn to next page

Maj Gen Mike
Jackson
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BitEenind,
unhappl

NO LIGHTS twinkled in the frozen night
as a Soldier team returned along Route
Bluebird to 4 Armoured Brigade HQ in
Sipovo after visiting troops of the Peace
Implementation Force in Sanski Most.

No warm glow came from a single
house window.

High on a snow-covered hillside there
was an unnaturally intense
orange light. It was a man
burning his house before he
abandoned it.

Bluebird runs through the
“anvil”, a predominantly Serb
area overrun by the Bosnian-
Croat federation last autumn, but destined
to be returned to the Serbs in March.

By the time British troops started
moving into the area in December, the
writing was on the wall. Another Army
route — Vulture — sounded more appropri-
ate. The “anvil” was being picked clean of
anything of value.

As writer and photographer left the
shoe factory which houses 1 RRF in
Mrkonjic-Grad, four carts drawn by
horses were taking a detachment of HVO
soldiers along the road. They were system-
atically stripping telephone wires and elec-
tricity cables.

One cart had a cow in it. Nothing but

Reports:
Gordon Skilling

Pictures:
Mike Perring

hatred was being left behind for the Serbs.

Only three old women remained in the
area, one with a broken leg, said Sgt Keith
Armstrong. The Fusiliers’ doctor had vis-
ited the women and they had been given
food.

While on patrol, Sgt Armstrong and 9
Platoon visited an old man in another
town.

Mrkonjic-Grad, a city the
size of Gloucester, is dead. So
are a score of other once beau-
tiful towns.

The Krajina, or border lands,
with its historic capital of Knin,
was for centuries a reminder of how Serbs
had been rewarded for courageous service
to the Austrian Habsburgs defending that
land against the Ottoman Empire.

It is now lost. A devastating offensive by
Croats and Muslims who once shared the
area expelled the indigenous Serbs last
September.

They had little time to collect their
belongings and what was left was strewn
about the streets and countryside.

These wretched people were experienc-
ing what had happened to Muslims and
Croats on the other side of the confronta-
tion line for the past three years.

It was eerie to wake up in a city that had

. i

Men of 2 LI's 6 Platoon settle into Malibu Corner

died, said SSgt Steven Wellon RMP. Loot-
ing and burning had been done before the
British arrived, and only the occasional
house was now being gutted.

It was vandalism for vandalism’s sake he
said, but what right did IFOR have to inter-
fere as a man burned his own home?

At an ancient school on the former front
line, a platoon of Light Infantrymen made
themselves comfortable in an upstairs
classroom.

The evocative name of “Malibu corner”
belied its dreary setting. Riflemen were
burning the detritus‘of war, which included
school records dating to the turn of the
century.

This would be a prisoner exchange point,
or a collection point. The school had been
used as a field hospital and a recruit training
camp, said Sgt Malcolm Pattison. When
one side left, the other side trashed it.

For the soldiers, the school was better
than a bivvy beside a Warrior. There were
sofas from ruined houses to be used as
beds, oil lamps and ornaments to soften the
otherwise stark surroundings - knick-
knacks of a houseproud woman.

Perhaps she will return. The “anvil” is to
be returned to the Serbs as part of the
Dayton Peace Agreement. Areas to be
transferred were to be cleared of occupying
soldiers by early February, and the new
owners would be allowed back in mid-

March. But there was no hope for one old
man near Prijador. When could he return
to his home in Sanski Most?

IFOR had created freedom of movement
for itself, but civilian movement was a

Above - Treacherous road conditions
require the First Fusiliers to put snow
chains on their Saxon

Left — Cpls Steve Edwards and Dave Mor-
timer erect warning signs in the gutted town
of Sipovo

matter for his own government. It was
unlikely he would ever return to a home
just a few kilometres on the wrong side of
the agreed inter-entity boundary.

All parties to the agreement were keen to
make it work, willingly withdrawing from
the confrontation line and co-operating in
marking the estimated three million mines
which contaminate the landscape.

First difficult hurdle is the exchange of
prisoners. Surviving prisoners are far fewer
than missing soldiers.

IFOR will remain in Bosnia for only a
year to stabilise the situation while civilian
organisations prepare to rebuild the shat-
tered country.

Maj Stewart Mills, OC B Company of 2
LI, hoped that IFOR would bring some
light to the situation. But with each side
trying to eliminate the culture of the others,
it would not be easy.

“There has been a squabble here since
the 12th century and you don’t sort that
overnight, but we must give it a try,” he
said.

@ Signallers lead the way - overleaf
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® From Page 15
started talking a bit faster. But now we
just steam right through.”

Capt Sulyok, who has completed a ten-
week Serbo-Croat course at Beacons-
field, is heavily involved in liaison and
higher- level meetings. He believed
British soldiers were always respected,
because they had the reputation of hit-
ting hardest. “Other governments tied
their troops far more than ours. Our
hands were tied by the UN, but MoD did
its best to allow us as much freedom as
possible,” he
said.

Maj Richard
Haldenby RA,
the last British
UN Military
Observer in
Gornji Vakuf,
was returning
to Germany
with a great
deal of experi-
ence.

Much valu-
able expertise
was lost as the

majors and -
captains from  capts paul Sulyok and
27 countries  Agjutant Johnny Bowron

returned home. swap notes in the 2 LI
Unarmed and  operations room

living in the

community, they had a good feel for what
was going on.

“IFOR is allowed to be much more
robust, which is good because the only
thing that the warring factions are
impressed with is power and military
might,” he said.

The only times he felt he made
progress was when he lost his temper.

“The UN didn’t get on because it was
trying to be too soft, but it was amazing
the results we got when we were aggres-
sive — that is what they respect.”

Federation offensive

Maj Haldenby had seen quite a change
in the fighting qualities of the opposing
armies. One of his abiding memories will
be of watching the Federation offensive
in September. He saw Donji Vakuf being
taken after three years in Serb hands.

“We were sitting on a hill, with no
helmet and no flak jacket, watching this
most amazing fight going on a short dis-
tance away.”

Being unarmed, the UNMOs could do
little to prevent irregulars stealing their
equipment, nor could they do anything
about the 350 vehicles stolen from the
UN last year.

It had been a most interesting time,
said Maj Haldenby, but times had
changed, and the IFOR was not going to
stand for any such nonsense.

As soon as 3 Div HQ and Signal Regi-
ment moved into Gornji Vakuf the IFOR
signallers politely asked that UN vehicles
be driven out of sight.

Those that couldn’t be moved were
dumped by a Foden recovery vehicle,
said the regiment’s CO, Lt Col lan Foxley.

“We are a proper army,” he said, “and
people who pass will recognise this from
the change in appearance, with proper
signs and the Union Flag flying.”
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I'T WAS gratifying for Lt Col Ian Foxley to
hear Admiral Leighton Smith say: “I’ve got
to hand it to you guys. You Brits have done
it again and have really led the way.”
Coming from NATO’s Commander
Southern Europe and overall commander
of the Dayton Peace Agreement Imple-
mentation Force in Bosnia, it was high
praise for Col Foxley, whose 3 Division
Headquarters and Signal Regiment had
been instrumental in smoothing the route.

LCpI Charlie Forsyth and Sig Shane Wakel-
ing reflect on a lucky escape after an argu-
ment with a Warrior Recovery Vehicle going
the opposite way over ice

SSgt Frank Roberts of HQ Sig
Sqn finishes connecting main
cables after rewiring the Sipovo
camp to British standards

Left — LCpl Smudge Smith and
Sig Dave Kane load compo into
a Lynx helicopter of 657 Sqn
AAC at Gornji Vakuf for LCpl
Neil Greenwood to deliver to a
rebroadcast station

Also high in the satisfaction stakes was
seeing a young Light Infantry soldier
crouched in a broom cupboard in the
unsavoury “pig farm” near Sanski Most.

He was talking to his mother on a welfare
telephone the signallers had installed the
day before.

Along with logisticians, signallers were
instrumental in paving the way for the
13,100 British troops to operate in a large-
ly new area in Bosnia.

“As the enabling force, we took over the
site, removed most of the UN communica-
tions, put in Ptarmigan combat net radio,
and took over local postal and telecommu-
nications facilities,” he said.

Initially the signallers, known as
“Foxbat”, had prepared only for a forward
headquarters with a limited amount of
comms equipment to operate Ptarmigan
and a combat net radio.

WO2 (FoS) Dave Ball’s main problem
was time, but with teams working 20-hour
days he had the links ready in four days, one
day early. “We had only 40 men providing
comms for a full divisional signal regi-
ment,” he said.

International dialling in the area was
reconnected when two technicians mended
a mast on top of a mountain between
Gornji Vakuf and Mostar,

In theatre are elements from six of the 11
Royal Corps of Signals regiments: Lt Col
Foxley’s 3 Div Sig Regt; 7, providing
comms for the ARRC’s IFOR HQ; 16, rear
comms in Split; 14, electronic warfare
facilities; 30, some of the satellite detach-
ments which are the bearer system for the

Cpl Darren Perry and LCpl
Trevor Stanford of 204 Sig
Sqn set up an SSVC dish

Ptarmigan elements; and
21, linking to the support
helicopters.

The system was func-
tioning but brittle, and
required the influx of the
main body to cope with
problems plus the Cana-
dian and another brigade
expected to come under
command.

At Gornji Vakuf the
signallers took over the
former UN complex; at Sipovo they took
over a former hotel and a gypsum factory in
which everything was caked by a thin layer
of white dust. *

Initially 4 Brigade Headquarters and
Signal Squadron (204) at Sipovo provided
comms over a divisional area, twice as big as
it would normally cover.

In addition to radio and Ptarmigan, a
plethora of non-standard systems made
their job a lot more challenging — and
rewarding.

“If the radio is down, try Ptarmigan, if
not try international maritime satellite,
then tactical satellite, then the local tele-
phone system, and if all else fails, send a
vehicle with the message,” said the OC,
Maj Elton Davis.

Criss-crossed with narrow, steep-sided
valleys, Bosnia is a challenge for signallers.
But they impressed the military who came
into contact with them. They had to pro-
vide conference facilities to allow senior

many duties

commanders to hold
joint military commis-
sion meetings with local
corps leaders.

The squadron is divid-
ed into its HQ element, a
main troop, forward troop and support
troop.

Main Troop looks after the hotel com-
plex, and equips the comman-

Cpl Wayne Bramwell and Sig Lee Dodgson erect a ‘Bob Marley’ aerial

Left - Capt Polly Ford has the care of Blackie and her nine pups among her

rewired the HQ complex in Split for the UN
national support element, before rewiring
the whole Sipovo hotel ops room and
peripherals.

“We had no idea how safe the existing
wiring used by the Croats and Serbs would
be, so we decided we’d go it alone and be
British,” he said.

While supplying communications for the

United Nations at Gornji Vakuf,

der with his tactical HQ,
rebroadcast stations and radio
detachments.

Forward HQ gives the
armoured complex a high-visi-
bility presence in the major Serb
town of Banja Luka, and Sup-
port Troop provides the essen-
tial life support for the HQ and
is home to the wide variety of
capbadges, from power to pio-
neers and Gurkhas, guarding
complex.

Cpl Jim Winters and seven other mem-
bers of 23 (Pioneer) Regiment RLC regu-
larly turn away HVO soldiers trying to gain
access.

With nine technicians and two power
men, SSgt Frank Roberts completely

the

the Royal Signallers adopted two
dogs, Blackie and White Fang.

They took the dogs north to
Sipovo where they provided
nicknames for the two major
crossing points — Black Dog and
White Fang - over the con-
frontation line.

Blackie also provided 4 Bde
with a litter of nine pups and
leaves them in the care of Capt
Polly Ford when she goes for runs with
staff officers.

Like Blackie, British soldiers are bring-
ing new life to towns gutted and deserted in
the recent fighting. They have supervised
the departure of the soldiers who fought
there, and civilians will soon be allowed
back to regenerate the devastated land.

) 7.



FINBOROUGH SCHOOL

Independent Boarding and Day School for Boys and Girls
Clubs/Activities included in fees.
Continuous education, 2 to18 years.
Entry possible at any age.
Small classes.
Traditional values and disciplinary standards
Good family atmosphere
Extensive grounds and playing fields
Fully inclusive fees- approx 90% covered by BSA
Members of ISA/I%S.
Apply for prospectus:
The Admissions Officer, The Hall, Gt. Finborough,
Stowmarket, Suffolk
Stowmarket (01449) 674479 =

% % % % * ¥ %k %k *

MOFFATS SCHOOL

Kinlet Hall Bewdley Worcestershire
A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families

* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

* High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline
* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

* Our own escorts to and from airports and stations

* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats.

Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn.

Telephone: Kinlet (01299) 841230. Fax: (01299) 841444

QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL
DUNBLANE
PERTHSHIRE FK15 0JY

CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING SCHOOL
STABLE, UNINTERRUPTED EDUCATION FOR
270 PUPILS AGED 11 - 18 YEARS TERMLY FEES £150
ELIGIBILITY EXTENDED TO INCLUDE:CHILDREN OF ALL SERVING
PERSONNEL (INCLUDING OFFICERS) WHO ARE SERVING OR HAVE
SERVED IN SCOTLAND(SCOTTISH NATIONALITY NO LONGER A
REQUIREMENT)

PASTORAL AND CURRICULAR
PASTORAL CARE TAKES A HIGH PRIORITY WITH CAREERS GUIDANCE,
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION WIDE CURRICULUM FOLLOWING
THE SCOTTISH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM FULL PROGRAMME OF SPORTING,
CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

FOR PROSPECTUS AND FURTHER INFORMATION
WRITE TO OR TELEPHONE THE HEADMASTER OR BURSAR:

TEL: (01786) 822288 FAX:031 3102926

OSWESTRY SCHOOL

Independent co-educational day and boarding school
Founded in 1407, one of the oldest schools in England.
A caring and friendly community where high standards are expected.
Excellent academic results across a wide range of subjects.

Many exciting opportunities in sport, music and drama.
Leadership training within the C.C.F. and Duke of Edinburgh Award Schemes.
Attractive site overlooking the Shropshire Plain but within walking distance of the
market town of Oswestry.

Flexible boarding arrangements.

Easy access to Manchester and Birmingham airports.
Scholarships and bursaries available at 9,11, 13, and 16.

Discount on fees available for Service Children.

For further information and a prospectus please contact:

P. K. Smith, Esq., M.A. (Cantab.), FR.G.S. - Headmaster
Oswestry School, Upper Brook Street, Oswestry, Shropshire SY11 2TL.
Tel: 01691 655711 Fax: 01691 671194

Link betwe en boarding

schools and Service

families is t raditional

PARENTS have for generations recognised the
value of boarding school education for their

children.

Stability and continuity,
high academic expecta-
tions and an ordered envi-
ronment are the qualities
which have traditionally
attracted Service parents.

And although modern
boarding schools have
adapted to meet the edu-
cational demands of the
new millennium, it is
those values which will
ensure the continuing
appeal of boarding.

In a recent survey of
boarding parents carried
out by the Independent
Schools Information Ser-
vice (ISIS), one Army
father spoke for many
when he commented:

"While we have missed
them, there is no doubt
that our sons' boarding
school experience, com-
bined with a stable, loving
home background, has
made them a pair of
well-balanced, confident,
amusing, worthwhile
members of society."

Nearly one in five of the
5,000 parents included in
that survey were in the
Armed Forces. So, in spite
of recent cuts in Service
numbers and mobility, it
seems likely that the tradi-
tional links between many
British boarding schools
and the military will con-
tinue.

ISIS International, the
consultancy arm of ISIS,
has a special understand-
ing of the needs of Service
families: its senior consul-
tant, Wing Cdr John
Towey, is a former deputy

controller of the Service
Children's Education
Authority. He comment-
ed: "With so much recent
change in education, it is
important that parents
have up-to-date informa-
tion and advice about
schools.

"Our close and regular
contacts with the 600-odd
accredited independent
boarding schools in the
UK mean that we can help
Service parents to choose

appropriate high-quality
schools for their
children."

ISIS International helps
to place the children of
hundreds of overseas par-
ents in British schools
each year. Parents choose
British independent
schools because they are
attracted by the high stan-
dards of teaching, the
good examination results,
small classes, supportive
pastoral care, a settled,
happy environment and a
wealth of extra-mural
activities.

These are qualities
which bind together ISIS-
member schools, yet the
schools themselves are
individual. What makes
them different is what a
parent needs to discover
before making a final
choice.

Some "are: singles sex;
Some require their pupils
to have special skills in
music, dance or drama.
Some seek children who
can cope with competitive
entry tests and highly spe-

-

L

cialised teaching while
others welcome the less
academically gifted.

Parents of children with
specific learning difficul-
ties need to be particularly
careful in ensuring not
only that current needs
can be catered for but also
that the school will contin-
ue to develop the child's
abilities once the initial
remedial programme has
been completed.

ISIS has nearly 1,400
schools in membership
and its official guide
"Choosing Your Indepen-
dent School" (£7.95) is an
invaluable aid. It also gives

schools' current fee levels.

ISIS International offers
parents interested in inde-
pendent schools a range of
options, including consul-
tancy and a full placement
service. It also operates a
clearing house, at nominal
cost to parents, in which
about 400 schools partici-
pate and through which
parents can be given a
short list of appropriate
schools.

To contact John Towey,
write to ISIS Internation-
al, 56 Buckingham Gate,
London SWI1E 6AG, tele-
phone 0171 630 8790, fax
0171 630 5013.

SOLDIER MAGAZINE

Photo reprints are available at the following prices:
T BD syiissnns

8"x6" ........... £5.50 (exc VAT)

12" x8"............£9.50 (exc VAT)
Black and white contact prints £2.00 (per sheet exc VAT)

Other sizes are available on request

P&P 60p per order, £2 for orders over £30

For further information please confact:
The Photographic Department, Soldier Magazine
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU.
Telephone 01252 347357 Fax 01252 347358 o8
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ST. DUNSTAN’S ABBEY

PLYMOUTH

Day and Boarding School for Girls
4-18 years
Termly, weekly and occasional boarding in
newly refurbished single study bedrooms.
The school has a long tradition of providing education
for children of forces families.
For further information write to:

St. Dunstan’s Abbey School,
North Road West, Plymouth PL1 5DH.
Tel: 01752 663998 Fax: 01752 260106
Reg Charity no 306736
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WARMINSTER SCHOOL

Coeducational, Day and Boarding
4 to 18 years old
% Pupils can join at any age
* Long experience in caring for Service families
% Bursaries available, plus 6th Form Scholarships, and awards at 11+
* Continuity of educaton across the whole age range, within a caring,
friendly community
* An opportunity to keep the whole family together
* Small class sizes, excellent facilities
* High standards, and clear expectations
Prospectus and further details may be obtained from
Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8P
(Tel: 01985 213038; Fax: 01985 214129)

Warminster School is a registered charity providing education for boys and girls

THE
DUKE OF YORK’S
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL

DOVER

@ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and
retired members of the British Army, RAF and
RIN/RM.

@ 475 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers.
@ Caring family atmosphere.
@ Pupil : Teacher ratio 10 : 1. Average class size 16.

@ Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC National Diploma,
GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university.

@ Low fees of £250 per term whether serving or retired.

@ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic
work.

Further enquiries to:

Headmaster
The Duke of York’s School
Dover CT15 5EQ
Phone: (01304) 245024
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A SHORT row of decaying wooden
field latrines stand as silent sentinels in
a date plantation south of the Mutlah
Ridge in Kuwait.

The collapsing “thunderboxes™ are
the only visible sign of the 1st (United
Kingdom) Armoured Division’s occu-
pation of the site at the end of the Gulf
War.

Queen’s Avenue — the sand track
that once bustled with soldiers striding
from their accommodation tents to
begin a shift in the Div headquarters —
is deserted.

Where armoured personnel carriers
were laagered, the date trees grow
again.

Long gone are the billowing black
clouds from burning oilfields

cannon shells and cluster
bombs as it fled the advancing Coali-
tion forces.

North-west of Kuwait City, the
Basra road rises past a police post on
the crest of the Mutlah Ridge. The area
is popular with Kuwaitis who have
erected huge marquees close to the
road. Each weekend they encamp to
commune with their Arab heritage.

Five years ago, shocked British sap-
pers stood on the ridge and took in with
horror an appalling scene of shattered
This block of flats was hit by naval gunfire. Its inhab- cars, trucks and tanks Stretchjng for
itants fled and the building remains abandoned more than two kilometres.

uiet on t

Scattered across all six lanes of the
motorway, the wvehicles had carried
retreating Iraqis. Allied air attacks bru-
tally stopped the exodus.

Centurion AVREs and combat engi-
neer tractors of 31 Armoured Engineer
Squadron, 32 Armoured Engineer
Regiment RE were tasked to clear the
roadway, but first the enemy dead had
to be removed.

Shortly after the cease-fire, a Soldier
reporting team met a US Army graves
registration unit recovering corpses.
Each was lifted into a black rubber
body bag and carried away for burial.

Further north, mass graves were dug
in the wide, central strip of sand mark-
ing the motorway’s central reservation.
The positions of the graves

that blocked out the sun. QU{ZIJSHNENTILE were accurately fixed by satel-
Gone too, are the wrecked JIELIL]]
tanks and trucks of an Iraqi EEEITEOHNHICE before the information was
Army torn to shreds by RG]

lite navigation equipment

marked on maps.

Later, a slow drive into
Kuwait City itself revealed a capital
stirring itself from a deep slumber.

Kuwaitis emerged from hiding to
greet each other in joy and stare in dis-
belief at the destruction around them.
Parts of the city echoed to the sound of
gunfire as members of the Kuwait
resistance settled scores.

Now, five years on, most of the detri-
tus of war has been cleared away.
Normal life has been resumed. The
roads are packed once more with large
American cars and four-wheel-drive
vehicles.

Few outward signs of the war
remain. Those that do are strik-
ing.
The Ramada Salam Hotel,
once a luxury liner called the
Stella Polaris, was gutted by fire.
Its rusting hulk remains promi-
nent on the shoreline.

The side of a block of flats at
Abu Halaifa was torn away by a
shell. Since abandoned, a settee
hangs precariously from the ruins
of an apartment. An abandoned
doll lies in the rubble.

A mass of twisted Iraqgi armour
remains on waste ground beside
one of the Kuwait City’s several
ring roads. Several tanks are bal-
anced on top of one another.

A huge balloon hangs in the
sky several thousand feet above a
still-wrecked Kuwaiti Army bar-
racks. Anchored by cable, it car-
ries an airborne early warning
system to detect invasion-threat-
ening movements by Iraqi troops.

More than 600 Kuwaiti and
third world nationals, including
women and children, remain

ran through the middle of the 1st (UK) Armoured Division headq
based in an abandoned date plantation. The Army named it after Aldershot’s Queen’s Avenue
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uarters which was

prisoners in Irag. A national com-
mittee for the missing and PoW

NewrrrrrerTe

Consequence of war: A child’s doll lies
abandoned in the rubble of a home
destroyed by shellfire. Did its owner sur-
vive? Who knows?

affairs continues to campaign for their
release.

Five years after the war, Iraq claims it
holds no prisoners, despite evidence to
the contrary held by the International
Red Cross.

A return visit to the battlefields of
Kuwait proved strangely disappointing.

Perhaps it was the lack of tangible evi-
dence that a war had been fought, or the
absence of war cemeteries.

Maybe the battlefield clearance oper-
ations by Royal Ordnance and others
had been too effective.

Whatever the cause, when Soldier’s
writer and photographer stood over-
looking the Basra road on the Mutlah
Ridge and tried to recall the carnage
they had witnessed five years ago, they
were strangely unmoved.

Above: Nothing
remains to indi-
cate the 1991
horror of this
stretch of the
Basra road on
the Mutlah
Ridge. Right:
Then, it was
jammed with
wrecked vehi-
cles and littered
with bodies after
US aircraft shot
up an Iraqi
convoy

il i T

-

i tank, one of hundreds cleared from th

e Basra road, lies rusting in a desert graveyard
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ARMY éPORT§WOMAN WANTS TO TAKE ON THE WORLD |

The scene in November, 1991, brings
home the impact of the explosion on the
site of the new Duke of Connaught Unit

Militar

A NEW self-contained military hospital
wing — the Duke of Connaught Unit — has
been officially opened at Musgrave Park
Hospital, Belfast, on the site devastated
by an IRA bomb in 1991.

The unit replaces the former military
wing, badly damaged in a terrorist attack
in November of that year, in which two
soldiers were killed and a number of other
people, including children, were injured.

Terrorists had used an underground
passageway linking children’s facilities at
the hospital and the 58-bed wing (built in
1962) to leave their explosives.

WO2 Philip Cross RAMC and ambu-
lance driver Dvr Craig Pantry RCT died
in the subsequent explosion which swept
through the basement recreation room.

The blast also destroyed the operating

theatre, resuscitation room and one of the
two wards, as well as outpatient and casu-
alty facilities. A statement was larer issued
by the IRA saying their target was not a

hospital but a mili-

T € P

BY LAND, SEA AND AIR

TRANSITS TO ARTICS

117 9207 3321

The Complete Package

WORLDWIDE REMOVALS & FREIGHT SPECIALISTS

SINGLE ITEMS TO ENTIRE HOUSEHOLDS

FROM COLLECTION TO DELIVERY
WE TAKE CARE OF EVERYTHING
PACKING AND STORAGE ARRANGED

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE FOR THE SERVICES PROFESSIONALS

High standards guaranteed. Managed by ex Royal
Signals $Sgt. Quotes given with no obligation. bomb exploded,

{FREEPHONE 0800 614645)
From Europe 0044 117 6677 or fax the details on 0044

tary installation.
Throughout the
1970s and 1980s,
the military wing
underwent  many
modifications and
changes in clinical
emphasis until, by
1991, non-opera-
tional and conva-
lescing  casualties
were also Dbeing
looked after.
When the IRA

there were 13
patients in the wing
as well as medical,
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Sister Linda Bardell and technician

John Watson in the new general theatre
at the Duke of Connaught Unit in Belfast

rave

Left — Patient Rob James
is treated by Capt Liz
Murray QARANC in the
newly-opened Duke of
Connaught Unit

nursing and administra-
tion staff.

Disruption was limited
to the loss of just one day
of routine clinics and two
days of medical boards,
although damage to the
wing meant that the
admin corridor had to be
evacuated while the
affected area was rebuilt.

Temporary repairs were carried out
and a mobile operating theatre was set up
in the wing, pending plans for the
Nuffield Wing to be vacated and allow
the MoD to carry out total refurbish-
ment.

Facilities in the new unit — opened by
Gen Sir Roger Wheeler, GOC HQ
Northern Ireland — include an operating
suite and headquarters and administra-
tion, casualty and resuscitation, physio-
therapy and outpatients departments.

Self-contained accommodation for
two families visiting injured or ill Service
personnel is also housed in the building.

The unit’s name commemorates both,
the Duke of Connaught and Stathearn, a
field marshal and first Colonel-in-Chief
of the Royal Army Medical Corps and the
Connaught Military Hospital, which
stood in North Camp, Aldershot from
1898 untl 1946.

o ———

Cec’s challenge
upsets the men

LCPL Cecilia Mason has issued a challenge to
women sledgers from 18 competing nations to
establish a women’s skeleton World Cup series.

She made her appeal after she was banned
from taking part in the men’s World Cup.

LCpl Mason, who is serving with the 1 (UK)
Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt in Herford, Ger-
many, said: “If nine nations compete in the Inter-
national Ladies’ Cup at Konigsee then the
governing FIBT will class the competition as a
women’s world championship race.

“I’m racing and I hope that the Army can
release three other women to help me form'a
team. Even if we can only get seven nations com-
peting it becomes a European Cup or champi-
onship.”

In skeleton, competitors reach speeds of
85mph as they race head first down the bobsleigh
track on a light 44kg sledge with no brakes. Cec
Mason beat nine men in finishing 39th in the first
World Cup race at Altenberg on January 15. She
was the only woman in the race.

DISQUALIFIED

Although three women competed in the 1989-
90 season, the IBTA, in keeping with the rules
for the related sports of bobsleigh and luge, dis-
qualified LCpl Mason. Officials told her she
could take part in other World Cup races only by
going first to test the track.

British Bob-Skeleton Association secretary
Richard Houghton said LCpl Mason could win
at Konigsee. “She is much better, stronger and
cooler than many men. She is really amazing as
this 1s only her second season.”

Mason is the current British, Austrian and
German women’s skeleton champion.

Last year an Army team of four men finished
fourth for Britain in the World Cup team catego-
ry and is hoping to compete in the 1998 Winter
Olympics. Five of the six members in the nation-
al team are in the Forces.

They include Sgt Richard Rochester (40 Regt
RA), Cpl Robert Warson (REME Wksps, 47
Regt RA) and Cpl Tim Hathaway (2 Bn REME).

Above — British women’s skeleton bobsleigh champion LCpl
Cecilia Mason who has challenged other nations to join her in
setting set up a women’s competition on the World Cup circuit.

Left — The ice is never very far away for a skeleton competitor,
and it is about to get even closer for Sgt Richard Rochester (40
Regt RA) as he begins to turn turtle on a fast corner at Altenberg
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Divided island
provides valuable
strategic base

CYPRUS, the third largest island in the
Mediterranean, lies 40 miles south of
Turkey, 60 miles west of the Syrian Coast
and 220 miles north of Port Said in Egypt.

Slightly less than half the size of Wales, it
has a population of 725,000. Since the
attempted coup in 1974, and the invasion of
the northern part of the island by Turkey
that followed, Cyprus has been divided by a
United Nations-manned Green Line.

Britain recognises the Republic of
Cyprus which covers the southern two-
thirds of the island, but not the so-called
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. In
fact, Turkey is the only nation that does
recognise the Turkish enclave. Two Sover-
eign Base Areas (SBAs) — 98 square miles
in all — have remained under British juris-
diction since
Cyprus’s indepen-

Reports:

dence in 1960. Laurie Manton
The Western SBA L (4 T[[-1H
encompasses Mike Weston

Episkopi Garrison
and RAF Akrotiri, while the Eastern SBA,
with slightly more than 50 square miles at
its disposal, provides a home for Dhekelia
Garrison.

The SBAs enable Britain to keep a per-
manent military presence at a strategic
point in the eastern Mediterranean, serving
a number of purposes. Akrotiri’s airfield is
an important staging post, and communica-
tions facilities provide a vital link to the
UK’s world-wide network.

Together, the SBAs provide a base from
which Britain could react in the region, and
offer training facilities in a hot weather envi-
ronment.

Episkopi is home to the offices of the
SBA administration and the headquarters of
British Forces Cyprus. The garrison, com-
manded by Col Peter Cook, late Queens,
contains an infantry battalion and a range
of military and civilian support agencies.

The Eastern SBA has a garrison at
Dhekelia, commanded by Col Stuart Adling-
ton. Army units based there include an
infantry battalion, a Royal Engineers
squadron, a REME workshop, an Army Air
Corps flight and a supply depot.

Responsible for strategic communica-
tions are 9 Signals Regiment and 33 Signals
Unit RAF based at Ayios Nikolaos. There is
a landing strip at Kingsfield.

British Forces Cyprus is a joint command
comprising almost 4,000 Servicemen and
women, 2,500 of them soldiers.

Their task is to protect the SBAs and
retained sites, operate and defend the air-
field at Akrotiri, maintain the radar and com-
munications facilities on the island, and
provide logistic support for units training in
Cyprus.

Every year more than 3,500 soldiers from
Britain get a chance to train in Cyprus. They
find the rugged terrain and steamy summer
climate invaluable for developing basic mili-
tary skills and physical stamina.

Britain also contributes 390 troops to the
United Nations Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP).
The command and operation of the British
contingent (BRITCON) is UN-directed which
means there is no operational link between
BRITCON and British Forces Cyprus.
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WHEN the 1st Battalion, The Royal Green Jackets left Cyprus last month to join the 1st
Mechanised Brigade at Bulford, it became the first time for eight years that the battalion

Quick reaction force at Black Knight checkpoint
was provided by Rfn Steve McGuire, LCpl Rob Hor-
nett and Cpl Shane Willoughby. Behind the wheel in
the Land Rover is Rfn Rob Povey

had been part of a major field for-
mation.

Since 1989 1 RGJ has com-
pleted tours of duty in Northern
Ireland and Dover and done a
stint at Warminster as the infantry
demonstration battalion.

“A lot will have changed in
terms of attitudes and training in
that time, but we are looking for-
ward to the challenge,” said its
commanding officer, Lt Col
Jolyon Jackson.

Conversion to Saxon and a
package of individual and collec-
tive training will culminate in a
full-scale battalion exercise on
Stamford training area in May,
after which 1 RG] will start train-
ing for a tour in Bosnia.

The last 12 months of the bat-
talion’s tour in Cyprus have been
full of activity, with many soldiers
having the opportunity tq train
away from the Island.

A Company carried out an
exchange visit with Alpini troops
in the Italian Alps. The Green-
jackets learned Alpine survival
skills and took part in long dis-
tance marches through the moun-
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All at sea: Rigid raiders carrying Greenjackets
speed across the open seas off the Cyprus coast

the Jordanian Army’s 2nd Royal
Mechanised Guards Battalion.
Major events included an ambi-

tious 18-hour live-firing battle run,
and a three-day advance to contact
which ended in a spectacular
attack watched by most of the Jor-
danian Army Staff.

The battalion provided the best
part of two rifle companies for a
reinforced infantry company
group sent to the Falkland Islands
for four months. During an event-
ful tour the Greenjackets experi-

Cpl Dave Stocks and LCpl Les Leslie man the
Black Knight checkpoint near Ayios Nikolaos

Right — CO 1 RGJ: Lt Col Jolyon Jackson

tains. The whole battalion was involved in
Exercise Golden Sands, a month-long field
training exercise on the El Quatrana train-
ing area in Jordan.

A magnificent tented camp created in
the wilderness by Maj Mike McGarrigle
and his staff was the hub of 1 RGJ’s activi-

enced the islands’ worst
winter since 1904 and
one soldier nearly
drowned in a swollen
river. kL Simon
Tomkinson received a
well-earned commen-
dation for saving his
life.

Summing up the
tour, Col Jackson said:

“The soldiers left behind in Cyprus had to
work exceedingly hard.

~ “With 200 troops away in the Falklands,
and 80 personnel under strength, it has

ties. been a hard old grind carrying out all the

In the initial stages, companies deployed
into the desert to live under bashas for ten
days. Each was attached to a company of

routine garrison internal security tasks and
duties that are the responsibility of an
infantry battalion here.”

Crimp |
and
save...

IF ENEMY bombers ever cut com-
munication links at Royal Air Force
bases around the world, Royal Sig-
nals units would instantly spring into
action to repair the damage.

At RAF Akrotiri, 259 Signal
Squadron’s telecommunication
mechanics frequently rehearse the
rapid repair of copper and fibre optic
cables.

The telemechs are trained to joint
and splice cables ranging from two to
100 pairs. Crimping tools might not
always be to hand in war, so the spe-
cialist tradesmen learn to be adapt-
able and to use whatever tools and
materials are available.

And they have to practise their
trade in environments ranging from

e
REPORTS OVERLEAF
of Cyprus to

the cold, biting winds of the Falk-
lands.

And if the job wasn’t difficult
enough anyway, they also have to
learn how to work in NBC suits, a
scenario which makes bomb damage
repair an uncomfortable, slow and
laborious job.

The squadron, commanded by
Maj Kevan Thornber, is responsible
for the Cyprus fixed telecommunica-
tions system and line and radio com-
munications in the Western and
Eastern Sovereign Base Areas. Ele-
ments of 259 Sgn are based at
Episkopi, Dhekelia, Troodos and
RAF Akrotiri.

—— - e

LCpl Lee Stennett and Sig Kevin
Powe radio back a report on bomb-

damaged cable
\ J

25



| FOCUS ON CYPRUS
4 v 1] ] { GARRISONS FAVERESORSBITYINDOE ST T ] . ; _ i

Beat of 'Flight m
the East itself use

ON TOP of its crime prevention, law
enforcement and operational support
duties, the Royal Military Police detach-
ment in Cyprus offers soldiers and their
dependants round-the-clock assistance,
advice and information.

From his Dhekelia headquarters
Provost Marshal Maj
Paul Watton is respon-
sible for all Special
Investigations Branch
and general policing
duties on the island,
and for close protec-
tion assets within the
command.

“We have military
police  stations at
Episkopi and Dheke-
lia, each commanded
by a garrison provost
officer. They respond to offences and inci-
dents occuring within the Sovereign Base
Areas,” explained Maj Watton.

RMP Cyprus also maintains full-time
presences at Troodos station, the Beren-
garia retained site, Ayia Napa and Perg-
amos. It is also responsible for provost
support to British Forces in the whole of
the Middle East and a large slice of the
Mediterranean region.

Royal Military Police have served 'in
Cyprus since the Second World War.
During the 1956 Emergency, the RMP
had sections at Limassol, Famagusta, Lar-
naca, Kyrenia and Nicosia.

1

below th
waves

CYPRUS-based 16 Flight Army
Air Corps is about to dump
some of its unwanted equip-
ment into the 'sea . . . in the
name of conservation.

An old Scout helicopter has
been stripped of its interior fit-
tings, fuel tanks and oil pipes,
and will be sunk to provide a
home for fish.

The unit, commanded by
Maj Andrew Gossage, provides avia-
tion support to Headquarters British
Forces in Cyprus, involving its air-
craft in border patrols, internal secu-
rity, casualty evacuation and search
and rescue missions.

The flight also supports exercises,
on and off the island. It recently
deployed helicopters and ground staff

[ 3 sy ) ‘ 51
Maj Andrew Gossage (front, in flying suit) with members of 16 Flight AAC. The helicopter
behind has been stripped ready for dumping in the sea

Provost Marshal
Maj Paul Watton

“We can reach Troodos, 6,400 ft
above sea level, night or day.

“Sometimes we have to fly close to
the flight ‘envelope’, which means
taking on less fuel or carrying fewer
passengers.”

UK-based Army Air Corps pilots
visit Cyprus each year to gain experi-
ence of flying in hot, high climates.

to Kuwait for Exercise Intrinsic
Action, moving 1 RGBW mortar fire
controllers between locations in the
desert and providing aerial reconnais-
sance of potential range sites.

Flying conditions in Cyprus are
very different from the UK. “The
better weather here increases the alti-
tude we can fly to,” said Maj Gossage.

As the civilian workers stand by with shov-
els, military plant foreman SSgt Chopper
Ingham and Cpl Sam Vrean measure up a
new car park at Dhekelia Garrison

SOLDIERS from 62 (Cyprus) Support
Squadron, Royal Engineers are constantly
waging a war to improve facilities for
British soldiers and their families in the
island . . . in the cause of improving their
combat engineering and artisan skills.

During recent “campaigns”, they have
constructed car parks, erected safety barri-
ers to protect pedestrians, refurbished a
playground and laid out a sports pitch.

The squadron maintains teams on-call
to meet priority commitments such as
high-risk search, small boat operations and
military diving tasks.

It provides boats and crews for regular
internal security patrols around the East-
ern and Western Sovereign Base Areas
undertaken by the resident infantry battal-
ions. SBA police and customs units can
also request the use of the five rigid raider
craft.

Squadron’s boat officer Capt Stephen
Massetti says the rigid raiders are operated
only by sapper-capbadged soldiers and
often deploy in support of Lion Sun and
other exercises involving beach landings.

The rigid raiders are powered by two
140 horsepower engines, which give them
a top speed of 35 knots.

During the winter, 62 Sqn sappers are
responsible around-the-clock for clearing

(Worn down by
heat and fever

HEAT exhaustion and enteric fever
killed many soldiers serving in one of
the earliest British bases in Cyprus, at
Polymedia Camp near Limassol.

First to be buried in the small
British cemetery established north of
the town on the road to the Troodos
mountains was Sgt James Adams of
the Royal West Kents. He was laid to
rest on October 23, 1882.

Others who followed included a
Russian general and Mary Conway, ] : :
schoolmistress to the 2nd Battalion, 2o i P
The Essex Regiment. ; R : I —

One headstone records the details
of Pte Edward Capel, RAMC, who
died in 1899 from a fever contracted
while nursing comrades in the Army
hospital.

The stone was erected by the offi-
cers and men of the RAMC, the
Depot Staff Limassol and C Compa-

Pte Gary Gittens prepares to attach a fuse to
a charge of plastic explosive during a bomb
damage repair exercise at RAF Akrotiri. He is
one of a number of Royal Logistic Corps
ammunition technicians and supply special-
ists who make up the Cyprus Logistic Unit's
ammunition troop.

With the exception of specialised RAF
munitions, the troop is responsible for all
ammunition used by Cyprus-based units. In

Squadron boat officer Capt Stephen Massetti (rigl it) with his rigid raider crews. Left to right are Cpl
Murph Murphy, LCpl lan Ashbury, Cpls Glen Lishm an, Al Heys and Eddie Edwards and Spr Taff Jones

S— “.a
Left — Calling all cars: Cpl Oz Jones stands

by as Sgt Tom Richardson radios back for
reinforcements

26

snow from the approach roads to Royal Air
Force and Royal Signals sites in the Troo-
dos mountains.

During Soldier’s visit, an RAF Regiment
Land Rover slid backwards into a ravine.
Fortunately for the occupants, its progress

was halted on the way down by a tree. A 62
Sqn snow clearance team of LCpls Dave
McKay and Gaz Bernie and Spr Jock
Steven was called out to help.

LCpl McKay courageously took the
wheel of the precariously-balanced Land

Rover as it was dragged back on to the road
by a medium-wheeled tractor driven by Spr
Steven.

Similar deeds are likely to be be repeated
several times before the warmth returns to
melt winter snows.

ny, lst Battalion, The Border Regi-

ment as a mark of respect. j

CYPRUS ADVENTURE
- SEE PAGE 28

the past year its personnel have supported
the Lion Sun series of exercises on the
island as well as exercises in Morocco,
Jordan and Kuwait.

They also provide bomb disposal cover in
the Sovereign Base Areas.
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life of adventure

IF THE mood takes him, a soldier serving
in Cyprus can soon find ways to dive to the
seabed, hurl himself out of an aeroplane at
10,000ft or cling to a sheer rockface. And
all in the name of amusing himself during
his off-duty hours.

But the activities on offer to him at the
Cyprus Joint Services Adventurous Train-
ing Centre (CJSATC), commanded by
Maj Len Crawford, APTC, have a serious

spin-off of adventurous training is
that, by boosting confidence and
forcing participants to accept
responsibility and make decisions,
it is an invaluable aid in the devel-
opment and training of potential
leaders.

“We run more than 200 courses
a year, but I have only ten staff —
five military and five civilians — so

purpose.
The Army sees

challenging outdoor

we have to
rely heavily
on local and

ooy AT

pursuits as ideal for off-island  Instructor Cpl Claire Kemp AGC (left) demonstrates
developing loyalty, units to pro- the art of abseiling at Cape Greco, watched by Cpl
team spirit, disci- vide incre- Chris Sayell 1 RGJ

pline, self-respect, mental staff,”

courage, fitness, explained Maj Craw- ing, rock climbing, sub-aqua diving, off-
resourcefulness, ford. shore sailing, hang gliding and Nordic and
adaptability and The centre, Alpine skiing.

good humour, all
qualities which sol-
diers must draw
upon during active
service.

Cpl Chris Sayell surfaces from a blow hole

within Dhekelia Gar-
rison, provides train-
ing for beginners,
potential leaders and
instructors in free-fall

CJSATC staff also provide guidance and
training for group adventurous training
expeditions.

The centre started running courses for
garrison troops in 1982 and was estab-

An

off Cape Greco

parachuting, kayak- lished as a Joint Services facility in 1986.

EXCLUSIVE HOLIDAY OFFER
FOR THE BRITISH ARMY

00/0 OFF HOLIDAYS
TO CYPRUS

~ Save up to £100 per person!

Airglobe Holidays 52 page 1996 travel brochure is
packed with value-for-money holidays including:
Hotels & Apartments in all main resorts.

FREE accommodation for kids.

FREE car hire.

Mini cruising, golf, scuba diving & jeep safaris.
Accommodation only deals.

FOR A BROCHURE ON OUR “BIG
HOLIDAYS WITH LITTLE PRICES”, CALL

AIRGLOBE HOLIDAYS

important

0171 813 1122
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help, see

your MO

ANY soldier who fears his or her health
has been affected by Gulf War service can
seek help without jeopardising their
careers, writes Laurie Manton.

Public assurances have been given at
ministerial level that serving personnel
who ask to be referred to the MoD’s Gulf
War medical assessment programme can
do so with complete confidence that
there will be no repercussions.

The programme is also open to former
members of the Armed Forces.

Serving soldiers can get on to the pro-
gramme by approaching their unit med-
ical officer. Attendance counts as duty.

Ex-Servicemen and women, and serv-
ing and former MoD civilians who took
part in the Gulf campaign, have to be
referred to the programme by their own
civilian doctors.

Notes should be sent to Wg Cdr Bill
Coker, Consultant Physician, Gulf Med-
ical Assessment Programme, RAF Cen-
tral Medical Establishment, Kelvin

House, 32-34 Cleveland Street, London
WI1P 6AU (tel 0171-636 4651 ext 211).

The twin-track programme is designed
to provide the patient with a diagnosis of
their medical condition and a recommen-
dation for treatment, and to gather med-
ical data to enable the MoD to establish if
there is a common factor behind the ill-
nesses and symptoms troubling some
Gulf veterans.

Patients are given a full medical exam-
ination and undergo tests which can
include a full blood assay, urinalysis, X-
ray or CT-MRI scan, electrocardio-
graph, endoscopy and vitalograph
studies.

And they can claim reasonable travel
costs from the MoD.

Anyone considering referral for assess-
ment is being urged to read the detailed
information sheet produced by the
MoD. It and other information can be
obtained via the ministry’s helpline on
0171-305 5087.

New stores
CD-ROM
system
makes life
easier for
loggies

A NEW CD-ROM system which should
transform the lives of Army logistic per-
sonnel in units all over the world was
launched in
Glasgow on Jan-
uary 9.

The  hi-tech
retrieval system
will give instant
access to a mas-
sive stores data-
base, reducing
the time loggies
have to spend in
finding informa-
tion about or
locating items.

The first formal ISIS (Item of Supply
Information System) CD was accepted
on behalf of the Army by Eric Mitchell of
the Army Technical Support Agency
(ATSA).

Mr Mitchell said the CD would enable
screening of the ISIS database to be car-
ried out instantaneously.

“Traditional screening methods using
communications links direct to the data-
base have been unreliable and time-con-
suming in waiting for access to ISIS. The
CD is a major step forward and is entire-
ly compatible with the emerging tech-
nologies in the ATSA,” he said.

The CD-ROM contains 4.5 million
items of supply — plus ten million part
numbers — in a complete range of domes-
tic, NATO and foreign identification and
code categories.

Units can make ISIS CD applications
to Miss E McAnena, DCA Secretariat
(A), Room 2203, Kentigern House, 65
Brown Street, Glasgow G2 8EX (tel
0141-224 2915, fax 0141-224 2148).

Fewer bands

REGULAR Army bands have been
reduced from 69 to 30 in the past three
years while bandsmen number 1,162,
as against 1,991 in 1990.

Fifty-seven bands have disap-
peared since 1990 and 18 new bands
have been created.

TA bands number 24, the same as
six years ago, but there are 58 fewer
staff, including 35 bandsmen in each.
- Parliamentary reply.

Eric Mitchell of ATSA
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YOUR DUTCH
PARACHUTING WINGS
IN A FEW DAYS!

Paracentrum Texel organises weekly courses for
novice parachutists.

After five jumps you qualify for the internationally
recognised A-licence and receive the Dutch wings.

Call your military contact for information and
prices daily:
Simon Woerlee 00 31 2223 11464
Roy Mobsby 01703 899369
or write to
Paracentrum Texel, Postweg 128,
1795 JS De Cocksdorp, Texel,
The Netherlands
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Military Livery and Civilian Tailors

— —— — — — — — — — —— — — — — ——

Our Representative will call at your
request. Ring (01727) 841321 -

Fax (01727) 831462 or write for details to:
220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW
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Fine example
to the battalion

AN OLD comrade in Devon
has just passed on to me the
September 18, 1995 edition of
Soldier, containing an article
which has astounded me.

It is Phil Wilcox’s interview
with Reg Dance, describing his
harrowing wartime experi-
ences with the 1st Bucks Battal-
ion, Ox and Bucks Light
Infantry.

I was anti-tank platoon
sergeant to the battalion. In my
retirement (I’'m now 82) I have
written two volumes on the

Whatever
became of
Le Farge?

READING the January 22 edi-
tion of your excellent magazine
| came across the piece on
Popski's Privaie Army.

We of the recce regiments
knew about them, of course, but
it brought back memories of
another band of irregulars — Le
Farge and his Goums — who |
last saw looking chipper on the
Tunisian victory parade.

The Guards showed us all up
by sending hundreds of miles
for white blanco.

Do we know what happened
to Le Farge and his Goums?

And in reply to Mr Golder
(Letters, Jan 22), we actually
had a King's Corporal in our
unit. Sufficient to say he would-
n't have been a latrine orderly if
he could have been busted. —
Don Smith MM, Telford.

history of this famous TA unit.

From the wartime photo-
graph you printed [ am sure [
knew him and would like to
contact him. He was one of a
number of men who put their
names forward when volun-
teers were sought to join the
Special Service Force.

I must congratulate Soldier
on this article. I know Reg
Dance was perhaps one of
many Servicemen who under-
went such hardship, but what a
fine example.

Those of us who are left of
his original battalion, and there
are not many now, are proud of
him. Thank you for enabling
us to share his experiences. —
Jack Cheshire, Aylesbury,
Bucks.

® We have put Mr Cheshire in
touch with Mr Dance. — Editor.

AMF

I WRITE to correct a misap-
prehension which is causing
some disquiet among my sol-
diers. I realise the cause of this
problem is the unusual nature
of my command, but feel those
within it should be given credit
in print for the part which they
are playing in Bosnia. It has

BW and QLR neck and
neck in honours count

THANK you for ‘m.wg DOEAT

the smashing fea- NO, WE DONT HAVE GASLIGHT

QLR had the
most battle hon-

ture on my old e, WE DO TALX FUNNY s ours in the Britis.h
regiment, Lathe g poNT EAT OUR YOUN In_]fantry- IS; this
cim” Regh |ves,we wp nENT! P
ment, on guard at GBY LEACY Eas Cornwall.
Buckingham BLACK PUIPINES

Palace and the
Tower (Jan 22).

I also enjoyed
Dickie’s cartoon

NO, IT P!

same issue, but what he should
have added to the “notice-
board” propped against the
sentrybox was the fact that the

usHy PEFS
r;(cl,es UFFS,...OI‘\d
BODDINGTANS

¥ i anwY
on Page 31 of the Detail from Dickie’s cartoon

® While The Black
Watch has 109
accredited  battle
honours to the
QLR'’s 106, figures
for emblazoned
battle honours tip the balance in
QLR's favour. Up to 1991 QLR
had 97 of the latter compared with
BW'’s 59, — Editor
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I'll have to hang up, Vera. .. he's just back from Bosnia . . . for his eighth honeymoon!”
SSAFA report on break-up of marriages — Page 11

gunners have fine
record of service in Bosnia

not been appreciated that for
Operation Resolute the guns of
8 Commando Battery, 29
Commando Regiment RA
were deployed as part of the
Allied Command Europe
Mobile' Force ' (Land) ' —
AMF(L) - Artillery Group,
together with 19/5 Bty and
HQ/156 Bty.

We feel our contribution,
particularly in providing all
UK gunner support to 4
Armoured  Brigade until
D+30, is worthy of mention.

You may recall that the
AMF(L) Arty deployed to
Ploce in Croatia as part of 24
Airmobile Brigade in August
last year. Having completed
two months as part of the The-
atre Reaction Force, we left in
October to return to the UK
for training as the roulement
unit on Op Grapple for 19
Regiment RA.

We flew to Bosnia in late
November, as BRITARTY-
BAT, with 480 men compris-
ing 19/5 Bty, 8 Cdo Bty and
HQ/156 Bty, and were
deployed on Mount Igman

throughout
December, simul-
taneously support-
ing the French
Multi-National
Brigade and 4
Armd Bde after D-
Day.

On Boxing Day
we redeployed 19/5
Bty and remained
in support of the LI
and RRF with our
two light gun bat-
teries. N
The gun batter- HRENG

ies occupied more Lt Col Richard Lungmuss

than 130 gun posi-
tions between D-Day and
D+30. On the arrival of 26
Regiment we have regrouped
the entire unit to the discount
warehouse between Mrkonjic-
Grad and Sipovo and are now
providing the  Divisional
Mobile Reserve with light guns
to reinforce the AS90s by road
or helicopter in poor weather
or remote locations.

The AMF(L) Arty Group is
due to disband this month
when 8 Cdo Bty will return to

29 Cdo Regt and
prepare for Exer-
cise Purple Star in
the USA. The
remaining UK
Force Artillery,
comprising 19/5
Bty and 156/HQ
Bty, will remain in
theatre until June,
by which time we
will have complet-
ed eight out of the
past ten months on
continuous opera-
tional service.

You will under-
stand that we are
exceptionally proud of our
achievement in providing
artillery support to Op Res-
olute at a time when the reac-
tion of the warring factions was
uncertain and there was a real
element of risk.

I hope you may be able to
recognise our achievement in
print. I look forward to future
editions of your excellent mag-
azine. — Lt Col Richard
Lungmuss RA, CO AMF(L)
Arty Gp, Jezero, BFPO 538.

pikes

I QUOTE from The Home
Guard of Britain by Peter
Graves, published in 1943:

“ ... aribald laugh went up
universally when it was official-
ly announced that pikes were
to be issued to the Home
Guard and that they were well-
balanced instruments particu-
larly useful for street-fighting.

“To many a Home Guard
HQ there came bundles of
lengths of iron tubing with a
bayonet-like blade at one end.
Arriving as they did, just when
Tommy-guns were being mas-
tered delightedly, their psycho-
logical effect was unfortunate.

“Most battalion comman-
ders contented themselves
with checking their numbers
and storing them away as a bad
joke ». %

This was in 1941, while a
year earlier, before rifles had
been made available, a certain
Maj Newton in Lancashire had
acquired some scrap spindles
from old mill machinery which
were “turned on a lathe until
there was a formidable point at
one end. A handle and a sheath
were made for each other. . .
many officers carried them
whenever they went on duty.” —
Robert Waddington, Worcs.

The British
refugees ...

WHILE I do not wish to pro-
long the correspondence about
Hitler’s invasion threat in
1941, Mr Golder (Letters, Jan
22) appears to suggest that the
contents of my memory are in
doubt.

There is much evidence
about “trekking” from the
bombed South Coast cities,
including that of my future
wife, who witnessed hordes of
people descending on her vil-
lage.

Much information on this
subject is in Living Through the
Blitz by Tom Harrison, based
on reports written for the Gov-
ernment at the time.

As for getting here, the Ger-
mans gave us quite a few sur-
prises in the last war. - M F
Reid, St Albans, Herts.
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Star and
Garter’s
b|rthday

party

SPECIAL guests at a reception to
mark the 80th anniversary of the
Royal Star and Garter Home for
disabled ex-Servicemen and
women included Falklands veter-
an Simon Weston (recently
appointed a vice president of the
home) and Dame Vera Lynn.

An exhibition showing the work
of the Surrey-based establish-
ment, an archive section and a
doll's house made by residents
were on display to 500 guests at
London's Mansion House.

Two years into a refurbishment
programme at the home, all main
services have now been complet-
ed and an open ward has been
transformed into single and twin
rooms.

1 THE Band of the Coldstream
Guards and Trinity College of
Music held a joint concert at St
James's Church, London W2 last
month. The collaboration began
several months ago when stu-
dents were invited to a drill ses-
sion at Wellington Barracks for an
insight into military music-making.

=0)YEARS AGO
From Soldier, February 16, 1946

BEETLES ABOUT

The Volkswagen, the £15
saloon car which Hitler
promised the German people
but never gave them, is
rolling off the assembly lines
again: not for the Germans,
but for the British Army and
the Control Commission.

5Z5YEARS AGO
From Soldier, February 1971

OPTION TO QUIT

From 1 April, all boys in the
Forces will have the legal
tight to reconsider their
engagement terms when they
reach the age of 18, and the
option of continuing on their
original engagements or
shortening them to leave the
Service at the age of 21. (Fol-
lowing the Donaldson Repori).

Double first for
rookie medic

SIMON Chandler (17) not only
became the youngest recruit to
join the Portsmouth-based 243
(The Wessex) Field Hospital — he
was also the first.

The TA unit was formed on the
amalgamation of 219 and 211
Field Hospitals.

WOs’ and Sgts’ Mess, RAF Sek
Kong, formerly the British WOs’
and Sgts’ Mess, Borneo Lines,
will close during July. Anyone who
made a presentation to the mess
and would like it returned should
contact the Mess Secretary, Sgt C
J Robins, RAF Sek Kong, BFPO 1
by May 31.

Due to closure of 50 Hong Kong
Workshop REME on November
30, anyone who has made a pre-
sentation to the unit and would like
it returned should contact Draw-
down Project Officer, 50 Hong
Kong Workshop REME, Malaya
Lines, BFPO 1 (tel 24837652 or
24837657).

As part of the drawdown of British
Forces Hong Kong, 67 Gurkha
Indep Fd Sqn QGE will disband
on December 31. Anyone who has
presented property to the Jago
Arms (70 Sp Sgn QGE) or the
Sim Simme Bar (67 Gurkha
Indep Fd Sgn QGE) and would
like it returned should contact the
SSM, 67 Gurkha Indep Sgn QGE,
Borneo Lines, BFPO 1 by May 1.

The fund subscribed to by the
British  officers, WOs and
sergeants of 1st Battalion,
Malaysia Rangers (1963-66) has
been wound up. The balance will
be presented to the National Army
Museum for the purchase of a
32

suitable item to be included in a
new exhibition to commemorate
the service of British personnel
with the battalion.

Combined Services Golf Soci-
ety Hong Kong wishes to return
all trophies to their donors.
Donors, or anyone who knows of
donors, are asked to contact WO2
(YoS) Steve Bertram, Vice Cap-
tain CGS, Hong Kong Gurkha
Signal Squadron, BFPO 1,

Not quite
BT’s Own

SPECIALIST Territorial Army unit
81 Signal Squadron (BT's Own as
featured in Soldier, Jan 22) is keen
to hear from anyone with experi-
ence in the telecommunications
industry thinking of joining the TA.
You don't have to be a member
of BT, they tell us. If you have the
right skills and you want to know
more, ring 01225 743240 ext 5314
and ask for an information pack.

L AWARD of the Polar Medal for
outstanding achievement and
service to British polar exploration
and research means Maj John
Spottiswood RLC will be able to
wear the distinctive white ribbon
and Antarctic clasp.

He was deputy leader of the
Joint Services expedition to Smith
Island in 1994-95. Cold weather
expertise will not be wasted on
Maj Spottiswood at the moment.
Serving with the Bulford-based
Logistic Support Branch of HQ 3
(UK) Division, he is currently at
Gornji Vakuf where he is involved
in the logistic support of British
troops.

Leeds leads in
armoury stakes

A NEW £42m museum to display
many additional items to the mere
ten per cent of national arms and
armour which can be shown in the
limited space available at the
Tower of London is to open in
Leeds.

Described as “the biggest, most
exciting attraction in the United
Kingdom”, the Royal Armouries,
making its debut on March 30, will
contain many items never seen
before on public display.

The development and use of
arms and armour over more than
3,000 years will be covered in five
themed galleries.

Other prizes in the Royal

Brigadiers: T Dalby-Welsh — To
be Comd HQ RLC Trg Gp and
Deepcut Gar, Jan 15; D J Wills —
To be Comd HQ (11) ARRC Sig
Bde, Jan 15; A D Ball - To MoD,
Jan 22; L D Curran — To Ord Bd,
Jan 22; G L Kerr—To HQ AFCENT
(Staff), Jan 25.

Colonels: G J Barrett — To
MoD, Jan 15; N S Hunter — To
BLO Germany, Jan 19; R A Benci-

i — To MO UK Sp Unit SHAPE,
Jan 22; J E B Smedley — To Staff
Coll, Jan 22; K E Ferguson — To 1
(UK) Armd Div HQ and Sig Regt,
Jan 22.

Lt Cols: A A A Beattie PWRR —
To HQ Inf, Jan 15; the Hon A J C
Campbell, Hidrs — To be CO 3
Hidrs (V), Jan 15; D F Palmer, R
Signals — To Royal Sch of Signals,
Jan 15; A S Paphitt AGC(ALS) -
To 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ and Sig

Regt, Jan 15; R P Russell PWRR
— To JSDC(DS), Jan 15; PR P
Swanson PWRR — To MoD, Jan
15; J E Thomas, R Signals — To
RMCS, Jan 16.

| C Dale REME — To be CO 6
Battalion REME, Jan 22; R A
Ingleby-MacKenzie SG — To be
CO The London Regt, Jan 24; M P
Manson RA - To HQ Land Com-
mand, Jan 24; F G Moss,
Staffords — To BMCS, Jan 22; D A
Wynne Davies LI = To 3 (UK) Div,
Jan 22.

Retirements

Brigadier: A J Stevens, late
RA, Jan 24,

Colonels: P S Adams, late RE,
Jan 20; J S Houchin, late R
Anglian, Jan 16; M A Orwin, late
AAC; Jan 16; A G P Meagher, late
REME, Jan 29.

Armouries collection — including
sections of Saddam Hussein’s
infamous Supergun - are housed
in Fort Nelson on Portsdown Hill
near Portsmouth.

More details: tel 0113 220 1999.

Sheet music

DOES anyone remember a paper
orchestra created by a Royal
Engineer many vyears ago?
Reader J R Holmes, who served
in the corps from 1930 to 1944,
recalls a colleague, one Spr Wrat-
ten, making a violin entirely of
paper in 1936 or 1937.

The sapper was apparently
given three months’' leave from
Ismailia and the funds to return
home, where he completed a full
set of wind instruments out of
paper.

A radio concert was arranged,
with Louis Levy conducting the
orchestra on In Town Tonight.

Father and
son team
up in Gorniji

Col Tim Cross met up with son
Alex in Gornji Vakuf and was
able to show him how British
troops in Bosnia are supplied,
transported and fed as they
advance into new areas in the
north and west of the country.

Col Cross is Commander
Logistic Support for British
Forces serving with the Peace
Implementation Force in
Bosnia and Alex is a sub-lieu-
tenant in the Royal Navy.

They met while Alex, current-
ly at Loughborough University,
was spending a fortnight on
the aircraft carrier HMS lllustri-
ous in the Adriatic.

He also visited the RLC
vessel HMAV Arakan, which
comes under his father’s com-
mand.

All Arms Junior Leaders Regi-
ment (AAJLR) based at Tonfanau
(Towyn-Mid Wales) disbanded in
1966. As far as is known, the only
juniors still serving are Maj L
Smith and Maj R Martin (Catter-
ick), Maj | McPherson (Newcas-
tle), Maj C Hallam (Larkhill), Maj R
Southgate (Middle Wallop) and Lt
Col J Lanham (Salisbury). Any
others still serving are asked to
contact Maj L Smith, QM, 5 Regt
RA, Marne Barracks, Catterick
Garrison, Richmond, North York-
shire DL10 7NP (tel Catterick Mil
5649).

D Salter, 71 Common Road, Clay-
gate, Surrey KT10 OHU seeks
information  regarding  Nola,
Naples, 5 Bn, No 1 General
Regtl Trg Depot and accident
involving WO2 SSM C Watson, 51
RTR, March 1945; and 100 Gen
Hosp, Afragola, Naples.

German friend wishes to re-estab-
lish contact with 23736450 Spr
Ron A Ashley, Plant Troop, 45
Field Park Squadron RE, sta-
tioned in Nienburg in 1962.
Replies to M J Coates, 25
Denewood Avenue, Beeston, Not-
tingham NG9 3EU (tel 0115 928
2847).

Chenies Primary School cele-
brates 150th anniversary in July.
Personnel and staff of the Joint
Services Staff College/National
Defence College at Latimer,
Bucks who sent children to the
school are asked to contact the
school secretary (01923 282546) for
details.

W F Thorburn, 32 Dotland Close,
Eastwood Grange, Hexham NE46
1UF wishes to trace former Italian
PoW Dominico Vacario, believed
to be from Benevento near

Naples, and held in Ponteland
Camp, Northumberland in 1944,
He and four other prisoners,
including his cousin Ottorini Vic-
ario, worked for Mr C Spence at
Frankham, Fourstones.

1860 review uniforms: John
Thomson has details of the uni-
forms of volunteer regiments who
took part in the 1881 Royal
Review at Holyrood Park and now
seeks details of uniforms worn by
Scottish volunteer regiments at
the 1860 Royal Review. Replies to
him at 52 Grove Street, Edinburgh
EH3 8AZ.

Whereabouts of 24183157 LCpl
W R {Ned) Kelley, W Troop, 33
Squadron RCT, Northern Ireland
1977, last heard of in Newcastle
area, sought for reunion in May.
Contact Dick Atterbury on 01823
333009.

February
14-16: Royal Marines’ Mount-
batten Festival of Music, Royal
Albert Hall. Ticket office 01705
547205.
16 — until April 28: Exhibition of
George Rodger’s photographs
from lesser-known Second
World War fronts, Birmingham
Museum and Art Gallery (0121
235 1966).
25: Battlefields Trust study day
on “The Common Soldier in
British Battles”, Europe House,
nr the Tower, London. Bookings
on 01203 350763.
28: Dedication service for
memorial to those killed in the
Gulf War, St Paul's Cathedral.
March

2: The taking of Pegasus
Bridge, a talk by Maj John
Howard DSO, Ox and Bucks LI,
Airborne  Forces  Museum
(details: 01252 349619).
9: Victorian Military Society fair,
New Connaught Rooms, Great
Queen Street, London WC2,
1030-1630.
May
4-6: Aldershot Show.
11-12: Army centenary interna-
tional military culinary competi-
tion and open day, St Omer
Barracks, Aldershot, 1000.
25-27: Overlord ‘96 military
vehicle rally, Southsea, Hants.
June
5-6: Floodlit Beating Retreat by
massed bands of Household
Division, Horse Guards Parade,
2130.
15: Queen's Birthday Parade,
Horse Guards. Colour trooped
by 11G (rehearsals June 1 and 8).
July
9-20: Royal Tournament, Earl’s
Court.
21: Oxon-Bucks RBL gala day,
Stonor Park nr Henley-on-
Thames. Details from County
Field Officer on 01865 53151.

® 7o include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

RM Condor, Arbroath: Reunion
proposed for all RM, RA, RE, RN
and RAF personnel who served at
Arbroath. Send sae to Dave
McCaige, 21 Priory Crescent,
Arbroath, Scotland.

The Queen’s Regimental Asso-
ciation: Annual all ranks reunion
on March 9 at Victory Services
Club, London. Tickets (£8.50)
from the Secretary, RHQ on
01227 818054 or 818056.

218 Army Troops Company
(Royal Engineers): 50th and final
reunion at the Union Jack Club,
Sandell Street, London on March
16. Enquiries to J Wilkinson, 182
Fulbourne Road, London E17
4EU (tel 0181 531 4973).

Military ball and reunion: Com-

bined Services charity ball and
reunion will take  place at the
Oakley Centre, West Street,
Crewe on April 20. For details,
contact J G Davies, 6 Mavor
Court, Crewe CW1 3BL (tel 01270
257092).

138th (City of London) Fd Regt
RA Association: Reunion on
April 29 at Victory Services Club,
London. Details from Frank Flack,
22 Camborne Way, Hounslow,
Mddx TW5 OPW (tel 0181 570
5267). Members’ news welcomed.

APTC Association (York
Branch): Annual dinner on May
17 in Imphal Barracks, York.
Details from Capt D Holling ACF,
Hammersley House, 27 Blenheim
Road, Barnsley S70 6BA (tel
01226 207046).

Polar Bears: Final reunion lun-
cheon of 143 Field Regiment
Royal Artillery planned for May
18. Details from T Weller, 8 Sea-
point Road, Broadstairs, Kent
CT10 1TH (tel 01843 861660).

12 Squadron RCT, Gulf War:
Anyone who served with the
squadron in Squadron HQ, Min-
ster, Bunde or Bicester Troops is
asked to contact Simon Cuilen
who is arranging a reunion on May
25. For details, send stamped,
addressed envelope to Kilduff
House, North Berwick, East Lothi-
an EH39 5BD.

RCT Corps UK/BAOR football:
Reunion planned at Prince
William of Gloucester Barracks,
Grantham, Lincs, June 7-8 for all
Regular and ex-Regular person-

nel who represented the RCT at
football. Write for details to WO1
Geordie Holden, Headquarters
RLC TA, Coldharbour House,
Prince William of Gloucester Bar-
racks, Lincs NG31 7TJ.

Airborne Ordnance: Fifth annual
all ranks airborne reunion will be
held on June 14-15 at Fulwood
Barracks, Preston. Details from
Sgt Kev Lambert, 82 Airborne
General  Support  Squadron,
Armhem Barracks, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2AU (tel Aldershot
Mil (722) 4693 or civil 01252
349693).

Combined Ex-Services Associ-
ation of Bridlington: 15th annual
conference and reunion weekend
will be held at Bridlington on June
14-16. Tickets (£6.50) are avail-

able from the Ticket Secretary, 17
Hustler Road, Bridlington YO16
5RN.

Mosquito unit: Members of
6147th Tactical Group Mosquitos
who served with the Fifth Air Force
in the Korean War will hold a
reunion on July 2-7 at the Crown
Plaza Holiday Inn, 1360 Worch-
ester Street, Natick, MA 01760.
Contact Bob Gibbons, 49-H
Street, Hull, MA 02045 (tel (617)
925-2093).

22nd Cheshire Regiment: First
Berlin/Northern Ireland reunion for
all who served from 1969 onwards
to be held in Chester on August
17. Details from Alan Gregson, 13
Croughton Road, Stoak, nr
Chester CH2 4HQ (tel 01244
301564).
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ONE DAY IN MAY THAT COST 12,000 LIVES

FIRST World War battles such
as Ypres, Loos or the Somme
still hold much meaning and
emotion for a great many
people.

But how many know of
Aubers Ridge? Not many,
according to Adrian Bristow in
A Serious Disappointment — the
Bartle of Aubers Ridge 1915 and
the Munitions Scandal.

One reason for the possible
obscurity of this battle is

because it lasted just one day —
May 9, 1915. But that one day
in May cost the lives of 12,000
British soldiers. It was in every
respect a bloody fiasco.

Gen Douglas Haig, Com-
mander 1st Army, was the man
responsible for the plan, which
included frontal attacks by
Regular battalions of infantry
on an objective heavily
defended by machine-guns.

As in many other battles,

Harsh les

“FOR ALMOST forty cen-
turies the area known in
modern times as the Dard-
anelles has played an important
if fitful part in military history.

“This is the point of access to
the Black Sea from the Aegean
. .. Once through the Narrows
and the Sea of Marmara there
was a further defile to negoti-
ate: the key to this, the Bospho-
rus, lay in the hands of whoever
possessed what is now Istan-
bul.”

Thus the raison d’étre of an
ill-fated campaign of the First
World War is explained by
Michael Hickey in Gallipoli,
published to coincide with the
80th anniversary.

Col Hickey traces the roots
of the catastrophe to the
remoteness of war leaders in

BOOK BRIEFS

Who Won the Malayan Emer-
gency? by Herbert Andrew.
Account of the events of 1950-
64 —the bloody battles between
terrorists and security forces
and the roles of the police, Chi-
nese, Malays, Gurkhas, and
Gen Templer. Gazelle Book
Services Ltd, Falcon House,
Queen’'s Square, Lancaster
LA1. Price £7.99.

Little Brother by David Mason.
Second thriller by the former
Welsh Guards officer, author of
the best-selling Shadow Over
Babylon, which netted a million-
dollar film deal. This one deals
with an international assassina-
tion attempt. Bloomsbury, hard-
back, £15.99.

The Search for Lee Harvey
Oswald by Robert J Groden.
Large-format photographic
biography of the sinister figure
whose life and deeds still excite
curiosity, three decades after
the Kennedy assassination.
Bloomsbury, hardback, £20.

34

Gallipoli by Michael Hickey. John
Murray, hardback, £19.99.

London, incompetent admirals
and generals on the spot, and
inadequate resources in terms
of supplies and reinforcements
throughout the campaign that
lasted from March 1915 to Jan-
uary 1916.

The author presents a clear
resume of how Turkey came to
be in the war on the side of the
Central Powers and a back-
ground to the launching of the
Allied action, caused largely by
an appeal from Imperial Russia
to relieve pressure by the seem-
ingly invincible Germany and
her allies.

Winston Churchill, then
First Lord of the Admiralty,
looking for almost any way to
break the stalemate in France
and Flanders, overrode the
advice of the First Sea Lord,
Admiral of the Fleet Fisher,
and persuaded the War Cabi-
net to sanction a naval expedi-
tion to Constantinople, thus
eliminating Turkey from the
war, and calculated to sustain
Russia’s war efforts which in
turn would draw German
forces from the Western Front.

In March 1915 British war-
ships unsuccessfully bombard-
ed the outer forts of the
Dardanelles, which alerted the
enemy to the threat.

Even so, the naval comman-
der on the spot signalled to
Churchill that he still believed
his fleet could batter its way
into the Sea of Marmara, even
without military assistance!
This view was not shared in
London and preparations to
land an invading force were
hastily put in hand.

The author begins the histo-
ry of the landings with an

A Serious Disappointment by
Adrian Bristow. Leo Cooper, hard-
back, £18.95.

men were cut down before even
reaching the wire. Some got
through to the German
defences, but they didn’t last
long and Haig was forced to
abandon the battle.

While it seems folly to have
started it at all, Haig was

account of the train crash at
Quintinshall on May 22, 1915
in which 215 officers and men
of The Royal Scots were killed
and 191 injured. They had
been on their way to Liverpool
to embark for Gallipoli.
Australian, New Zealand,
Indian and French troops as
well as British formed the army
that put ashore on the peninsu-
la over the fateful months. The
force included nine British divi-
sions, one of which was the
Royal Naval Division.
Throughout the campaign
the supply of artillery and
ammunition was critically
inadequate. The three British

plagued by the shortage of
artillery shells to soften up the
German defenders, guns being
rationed to just a few shells a
day each, and what guns and
ammunition he did have were
of poor quality.

Bristow relates a story about
War Minister Lord Kitchener
who, shortly after the battle of
Neuve Chapelle, which
preceded Aubers Ridge, told a
Cabinet meeting: “Oh, it is

of Ga

divisions on the peninsula by
June should have had at least
300 guns but could muster only
118.

The losses on both sides were
horrendous. “Out of nearly half
a million Allied soldiers and
sailors who served at Gallipoli
and the Dardanelles, nearly
half became casualties. Over
36,000 soldiers and saillors of
the British Empire died . . .
Turkish losses are not known.

The book is a sincere tribute
to the luckless fighting men of
80 years ago who did their best
until, in the words of one of
them, “beaten in the end by
own leaders”.

terrible — terrible!” Members
asked if the casualties were very
heavy. “I’'m not thinking of
casualties,” replied Kitchener,
“but of all the shells that were
wasted.” Such was the thinking
of some of the Army’s
commanders at that time.

This is a fascinating account
of a battle, which at the end of
that particular day, saw
thousands dead without a yard
gained. — JM

# I &

The campaign marked the
close of an era in Britain, as
after the defeat it would never
again be possible to recruit a
volunteer army as Kitchener
had in 1914.

It also saw the emergence
into full statehood of Australia
and New Zealand, after the
involvement of the brave Anzac
force. For Europe, it was the
beginnings of modern Turkey
under Kemal Atatiirk, who
served his country at Gallipoli.

Col Hickey has made this a
very comprehensive study,
which could have been slightly
improved by a summarised
chronology. — B]

Picture: Imperial War Museum

“l can’t resist big
trucks” says author
Pat Ware in his fore-
word to Tugs of War,
which he describes
as “an unashamed
attempt to exploit

A must for

all truckies

172 large-format pages to British Army heavy recovery vehicles,
tank transporters and artillery tractors of 1945-65, is a must for the
legion of devotees like himself, with its wealth of facts, figures and
illustrations, like the Leyland FV1200 above. Tugs of War is available
only from Warehouse Publications, 5 Rathbone Square, Tanfield
Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 1BT (tel: 0181-686 2362). It costs £28.50
(inc p & p), or £31.50 overseas.

THE CANADIAN FORCES,
as with the Britsh, have
suffered drastic cuts in the
number of their bands; the
Stadacona Band has so far
suffered only several changes of
name, and from the list of band
personnel has the usual
Canadian, French and Dutch
elements. Very effective itis,
too, in Quarter Deck, with,
apart from three Alford
marches, a programme of
welcome freshness.

There is a strong naval
element, of course, but in
arrangements new to us, and
one gem I never thought to hear
on a wind band disc. Of all
things it is the delightful Flute
Concertino by Cecile Cham-
inade, she of the famous piano
piece Automne. As with all her
music, there is fragrance from a
past age, old lace by the metre,
and gentle as only a French
lady of her milieu could be.

After which there is a break
before the mood is destroyed
with Parade of the Tall Ships, a
Seven Seas Owverture on sea
songs, Barrat’s Privateers, and a

Canadian terrific

Music / Rodney Bashford minutes-worth of an hour’s

Navy Medley.

Les Arrivants is attractive
music which accompanied a
local TV series of 1980, and an
Anne Murray Medley refers to
the well-known Nova Scotia
singer rather than our own
opera star. And Nova Scotia
itself is portrayed in a suite of
folk tunes - Halifax Harbour,
Mira’s Waltz, and Seabound
Coast.

Owing to a misprint in my
sleeve notes I can only guess
that Helen Creighton Folk Songs
refers to another local singer,
but I do remember Healey
Willan as a fine Canadian
composer and his short
Overture to an Unwritten
Comedy receives a welcome
performance.

The Alford marches,
Rimsky’s  Procession of the
Nobles, and the march past

® On the Quarter Deck — The
Stadacona Band of the Canadian
Navy. Conductor: Lt P L van der
Horden. Bandleader CD BNA
5113 £12.00, cassette £7.60,
from Sound & Picture Co, PO Box
177, Dorking, Surrey RH5 5FE.
@ Silent Sky — Air Command
Band Canadian Forces.
Conductor: Capt T O’Connor.
Bandleader CD BNA 5100 and
cassette, as above.

Heart of Oak rounds off a very
acceptable programme, well
played, arranged, and
compiled.

MORE MUSIC from Canada
with Silent Sky, this time with
tunes we are (too) familiar with
from our own RAF bands.
Fortunately only about eight

programme, and as far as I am
concerned beginning with one
of the finest works ever likely to
be written for band.

It is Buxton Orr’s A John Gay
Suite which, if it wasn’t so tricky
to conduct and play, would
receive more per-formances.
Gay was of course associated
with The Beggar’s Opera, based
on many beau-tiful.tunes from
the 17th and 18th centuries; a
fragmented Lilliburlero,
emotional Golden Slumbers, and
most wistful and nostalgic of all
- Over the Hills and Far Away.
Sheer magic, even if you find it
a little demanding at first.

A Gordon Lightfoor Medley
comprises three songs made
popular by the Canadian
singer-songwriter, while Far
and Away is John Williams’s
music to the Tom Cruise film

with horns a-whooping in
Malcolm Arnold style for the
Irish scenes, and what can only
be termed widescreen big-
country stuff for his arrival in
America.

Tribute is paid to Aaron
Copland with snippets of his
music put together for his 85th
birthday - Fanfare for the
Common Man, El Salon Mexico,
The Shaker Tune, Hoe Down and
the like - a real tune-teaser (to
adapt an old army saying)
which leaves you longing for
more of each.

Silent Sky is a short piece for
piano and band in reflective
mood which 1s a welcome
break, along with The Wind
Beneath My Wings, between
excerpts from the film Memphis
Belle and the aforesaid dam-
bustery Second World War
tunes under the title Music for a
Tattoo.

Never mind, you can’t please
everyone, but these lads have
pleased this old sceptic (or
should I say skeptic?) for nearly
half their programme — a record
in itself.

All-in-one
history of
infantry

regiments

English and Welsh Infantry
Regiments. An lllustrated
Record of Service 1662-1994 by
Ray Westlake. Spellmount, hard-
back, £30-

THE PUBLISHERS describe
this book accurately as a unique
record of the campaigns, over-
seas service, battles and
engagements of the English
and Welsh line regiments creat-
ed in the Army reorganisation
of 1881 in a single, all-embrac-
ing volume.

As a point of fact it also
includes home service. Scottish
and Irish regiments were
recently covered in books by P
Mileham and R G Harris
respectively.

The content is mainly a
chronological record of the reg-
iments’ stations and battles,
which have been extracted from
Army lists and regimental
records, together with a brief
reference to the devices used on
the badges, the colour of the
uniform facings and the princi-
pal nicknames by which they
were known.

This book obviously pro-
duces a quick answer to names,
locations or devices, but as the
author readily accepts, further
detailed research would be nec-
essary in regimental histories. |

It is impossible to check all
facts for accuracy but there are
bound to be some omissions,
such as in the case of The Royal
Sussex Regiment, where no ref-
erence is made of its location in
Belfast 1959-61, the city . in
which it was formed and which
granted it its Freedom in 1961.

The choice of illustrations, of
which there are roughly seven
per regiment, is excellent and
various but sadly the reproduc-
tion of some lacks clarity and
definition although the overall
impression is good.

It is a sad reflection on the
recent changes in the Army that
only four of the 51 regiments
listed remain in the current
Order of Battle. In spite of this,
the book is thoroughly recom-
mended to the general public
and military buffs alike. — PSN
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Gunners to the rescue
for Bosnian girl’s op

MEMBERS of the British ele-
ment of NATO’s Allied Com-
mand Europe Mobile Force
Artillery Group serving in
Bosnia with IFOR dipped into
their pockets to ensure that
Akja Ripotak, a 13-year-old
local girl with a spine deformi-
ty, and her mother, could
travel to Germany for an oper-
ation.

“It was impossible to turn
away after meeting Akja and
her family in their remote com-
munity in the hills,” said Lt
Chris Hart, an officer in
AMEF(L) Arty Gp.

“On our first visit there, we
were met with a mixture of fas-
cination and
fear. My
interpreter
and I sat in
the family’s
front room
and were
slowly joined
by what
seemed to be
the whole village.”

Born with a spinal deformi-
ty, Akja had steel plates insert-
ed in her back several years ago
to correct the problem, but as
she has grown, these have
begun to exacerbate the prob-
lem — making an operation
essential.

A German woman had
already raised the money
needed to secure the operation
and a rehabilitation course in a
German clinic, but the family
could not afford the fare to
Frankfurt.

Overnight, the soldiers at
their Gornji Vakuf base raised
DM700 to add to DM500
contributed by local workers,

O, t

1
Akja Ripotak

Detainees from the Military Cor-

rective Training Centre, Colch-
ester, display a cheque for £1,118 raised for the
Children In Need appeal — the result of their Her-

Pulling power |

culean efforts in pulling a 4-
tonne Army truck around St
Michael's married quarters estate, persuading
local businesses to support them in the process

Putting their collective best
foot forward in a good
cause were ten members of
Alnwick-based W Coy, 6th
(Northumberland) Battal-
ion, The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers. Among those
(pictured with children from
Whittingham First School)
who took part in a 50-mile
sponsored relay run around
local villages which raised
more than £350 to help the
school build an adventure
playground were (left to
right) Cpl Mark Reynolds,
Cpl John Leddy, Fus
Charles Pottinger and LCpl
Meg Tindall.

to send the couple to Germany.

“It was worth every second,
and every Deutschmark,” said
Lt Hart. “We knew we had
done the right thing.”

| shot-based 7 (Para) RHA, led by

The cheque being held by
Stephanie Barter, treasurer of
the Cancer Research Campaign,
bears the name of Bdr Taff
Morgan, whose contribution to a
total of more than £2,000 raised
for the charity was to achieve
5,001 non-stop sit-ups.

Fellow members of Alder-

Cpl Lee Dawes, swelled the total
by creating a new abseiling
record of 39 miles. Pictured out-
side the 7 RHA Officers’ Mess
are (left to right) Bdr Morgan, Lt
Col Chris Brown RA, and Cpl
Dawes. Picture: Mike Weston
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Capt Bob Meldrum, Direc-
tor of Music, the Minden
Band, Queens Division, pre-
sented a £500 cheque to Diana
Hawkins, Regional Officer for
United Nations International
Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEEF).

e SR

Military and civilian staff at
the Army’s Base Vehicle
Depot at Ludgershall have
raised £1,000 for the Douglas
Arter Centre in Odstock, which
cares for adults with multiple
and profound disabilities.

Events organised to raise the
money — handed over by Maj
Steve Jenkins, depot OC -

included an open day for fami-
lies of staff and a sponsored half
marathon run by three soldiers.

= B

More than £1,000 is expect-
ed to be raised for Liverpool’s
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital
and St James’s (“Jimmy’s”)
Hospital in Leeds, and towards
a forthcoming unit expedition
to Nepal, thanks to a sponsored
walk by 11 members of 208 (L)
Field Hospital (V) along the
127-mile Leeds-Liyerpool
Canal.

Despite blisters, fog and bit-
terly cold conditions, the
teams, starting in Leeds and
taking it in‘ relays, made it to
Liverpool’s Stanley Dock over
the course of a weekend.
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Competition No 627 (Jan 8 issue): Congratulations to Mr S
Matthews, of Ramsgate, Kent, who wins £50. Book prizes
go to runners-up 2nd Lt F E Galbraith, 1 WFR, Lucknow
Barracks, Tidworth, and Maj Mitchell, of BFPO 801.

f iy

FREEW PRINTED or Entrocdered,

f

SAMPLE TO YOUR OWN DESIGN o & ¢/

+ T-SHIRTS ,"1

Q
~ * SWEATSHIRTS Za Qo
S H I RT WNEZ * POLOSHIRTS P8 “
Y * RUGBY SHIRTS 4 (S@Res)
U.K. MADE OLIVE 4N * DRILL TOPS " k

GREEN T-SHIRTS U« SWEATERS » CAPS J%

For FREIE colo_ur brochu_re fromig .
HUNDREDS OF o o
EMBROIDERED TEES TOTAL KoV e
STOCK DESIGNS ; : High Street,Wootton Bassett, i)

Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB &
AVAILABLE. 271 =W TEL:(01793) 849888

. Y FAX:(01793) 849890 §
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SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

BRITISH MILITARY INSIGNIA
@ All current beret badges

@ All Officers’ beret badges

@ Rank insignia and shoulder titles

@ Cloth patches and bullion patches

* Anodised collar badges

® Wings, formation signs, berets

* DZ patches, snipers' badges, hackles
Over 1,000 items in my very latest

illustrated catalogue
British catalogue £1 US Army catalogue £1
French Foreign Legion £1 World-wide Para £1

Mike Lapworth (S), 15 Woodside Grove,

SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!

ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive pme‘. and
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.
Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 8AP

BRISTOL BS10 7RF = Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 -

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports

Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
53A High Road, Bushey Heath, Herts, WD2 1EE
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or fax 0181-950 8511)

L
maZDa
Tax Free Sales
* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental delivery
* 323 from £7,549 * 626 from £9,229

MX5 from £9,899

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX

POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (B5) 728836 Fax: (B5) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968

Please forward details on:
323[] 6261 MX3[] MX5[] MXB[] Xedos[]
thep makes [F] bl inns i L sl i LHD/RHD

RANMGERS

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

1= Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range*

15>  Finance at competitive rates

= A convenient and generous trade-in
facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.’s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER
Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write
to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK

Ll = el T S e e e P A R A
P T ST R SR R R R e R s
........................................................... TR i bR L
ORI n i s B B it s ool

Eailarchanaaiiatalsie. dos AL s nepeha o £ LR e
LT N e e o g e SO DA L A T e UL PO

SOLDIER Ds

JSOVEREIGNH
UNBEATABLE &2

SERVICE

 EEIT

e = VAUXHALL

Lf'&d '

UK (01980) 843333

® German or UK delivery
® RHD or LHD programme
@ Used Car Sales in Germany

® Demonstration Vehicles at
Super Savings

@ Finance — dm. or Sterling
SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR

BRRERND BAMK ... it vns g ha sndndsusisstsss dangeobat Shnasioh

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

HOTLINE

Germany 0130-8544-96




pCUSTﬂMEH NllTI[:IED

for
INVESTORS

SERVICES
HOME SAVINGS

SCHEME

The following rate of interest will apply from 1st February 1996.

b-20:

4.88% NET

Interest will be payable net of the basic rate of income tax (which may be reclaimed
by non-taxpayers) or, subject to the receipt of a valid form of certification
(i.e. Form R85), gross. Tax may be reclaimed from the Inland Revenue
where the amount deducted ‘exceeds an individual’s liability to tax (if any).
The net rates quoted are based on the current basic rate of income rax at 25%.

Head Office, The Bailey, Skipmn. North Yorkshire BD23 1DN,
Telephone: 01756 700511

L MEMBER OF THE BUILDING SOCIETIES ASSOCIATION _,

Able-WOVEN 72
{Nome Tapes e 4y

Up to 30 letters/spaces Black on White
100% polyester. Tested to B.S. 5742 1989

1000 Able-LABELS

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No.
or any words up to 6 lines
1000 self-stick Labels 19 x 40mm

Black on White | Black on Gold | Black on Clear

£4.30 £4.80 £5.95

STATIONERY 50 8" X 6" Printed
Sheets + 20 plain + 50 Envelopes
£8-95 Phone-Write for full details
All Prices include Post/VAT. UK only
Payment with order. Delivery 16 days
STEEPLEPRINT Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - & 01604 810781

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979
0374133493 o8

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of post Service
Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £11;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £9; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £8; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Accumulated CSM: £6;
S/Atlantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VI.R. with clasp:
£7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal with
clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.LY. mounting: 1 space —£1;
2-£1.10;3-£1.20,4-£1.30;5-£1.40;6-£1.50;
7-£1.60;8-£1.80; 9 - £2.00; 10 - £2.20.
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage

® 7-day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style.

® Full-size medals supplied
® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
® Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(25p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (01455) 239262

VISTA TIES

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

TiES

Far your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.
TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892

1 Introducing our HM Forces
House Contents &
| Kit Insurance Policies
woyswere  for military personnel
b worldwide ...
BENEFITS

® Inexpensive Premiums (minimum £45 per year)
® Covers MFO/Goods in Transit

® Worldwide Cover at no additional cost

@ £% million Personal Liability Cover
@® Covers ‘Tenants Liability’* (eg March Outs)

® Underwritten by a major British Insurer

INSURANCE QUOTELINE 01903 204409
(Quote Ref 7132)

For details please mail the tear-off slip to:
Household & General Insurance Services
FREEPOST, (SE 8601) — No postage required
London SE1 7BP. Telephone 0956 283902,
01273 779246, 0171 928 0950

*Available for a small additional premium (currently £10 p.a.)
Solicitor Service 0171 231 22088

Please forward i
(quantity) Application Forms D Name
Please forward details of ‘Beterdeal D Address

Car Insurance
Please forward details of ‘Best Advice’ D
Residential Buildings Insurance

HMF Forces policy 2 D

Postcode

Low Cost D B.FRO.
House Conveyancing
Preparation of Lease For D HOUSEHOLD & GENERAL is part of

Residential Landlord
Please note: NO SALESMAN WILL CALL

the TDS Services Group

AVPRO

presents the new

MAGELLAN GPS 2000

The ultimate, affordable personal navigation
system.

The GPS 2000 enables you to pinpoint your exact
position anywhere in the world, day or night, in
any terrain and whatever the weather. It tells you
where you are, where you were and where you
should be going. It can also tell you how far you
are from your destination and how long it will take
you to get there. GPS features highly responsive
built-in antenna for satellite signal reception.
Continuously shows you the distance, direction
and travelling time of your destination.

Robust, weatherproof, illuminating display for
night time use.

: @ a member of Takes you quickly and easily to any
= unt card if you are You
“‘"“3"3 E:?gd Forces (InC Tg%g?ce;?d.scoum saved Iandmarkg (up to 100m}.
"‘;’n now apply for an S?o% dls(;ounl off all 17 hours of continuous operation
C u

using 4 AA alkaline batteries.
4 Graphic navigation screens. Uses
lat/long & OSGB. Ideal for soldiering,

titles yo!
card which 00 20 webbing, B s
our clothing. gg—?‘i’f sleeping bags etC (doe

o GPS or NVG).

f nd
- m?':aucbtarn your membe;shp C?"gi,o, £310 skiing, flying, fell walking, off-roading,
catalogue. plea‘s(e se“gg’fm qu TON, i yachting, mountaineering etc.
AVPRO UK, W3 65
LONDON

To order your GPS 2000 please send a
cheque/PO/international money order to:
AVPRO LTD (Dept SOLDIER),

PO BOX 9128, ACTON, LONDON W3 6GE.
TEL: 01276 687720 FAX: 01276 63465

DELIVERY WILL BE WITHIN 14 DAYS FROM RECEIPT OF ORDER




EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.

S.A.E. for price list.

Lancashire Embroidery & Insignia Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters — Sweatshirts
T Shirts - Sports shirts
Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT
BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 O0DE

Tel: (Nottm) 0115 9274469

b .

UNIFORMS

N

e N

MADE TO MEASURE §
Mess Dress P.OA Made tO
Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00
OR's No.1 Dress £295.00 N Measure Mess
Officers No.1 Dress £325.00 N D f
S.B. Blazer £150.00
D.B. Blazer £175.00 ress Or
Di Suit T/Wool £220.00 L]
Dinner Suit Wool £250.00 Officers & NCO’s
Civilian Suits from £185.00

The finest quality
uniforms from the
specialist Military tailor

All prices subject to V.AT. where applicable
48Hr or 2 Week Make up

Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK
STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY
TEL: 01449 766088 FAX: 01449 766606

srr,

Interest Free Credit
pe

Full Medal Service
+
Our representatives are
in regular attendance
at most units and
will call on request

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR MEDALS?

Consult the experts. We can

replace full size medals and
Call the specialist
Military tailor on

Germany, 0171 526 1340
Ansaphone, 05751 15087
UK, +44 (0)113 282 6102

supply miniatures. A fast efficient

service with the minimum of fuss.
Also a full cleaning and
mounting service is undertaken
by our master tailor.

THE VETERANS’
MEDAL OFFICE

P.O. Box 1DH, LONDON W1A 1DH.
Telephone: 0171-493 4675 or
Mobile: 0836 746604

UNIF@RMAL

Unaformal Led., Meynell Avenue,
Rothwell, Yorkshure LS26 ONU.

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE
Hand-made BLAZER BADGES in fine wires & silks - £13.50
Hand-painted WALL PLAQUES - £22.50 & CAR BADGES - £18.00
Regimental Ties- STRIPES - £7.50 CRESTS & R.A. FLASH - £9.00
Regimental Leather KEY FOBS - £2.00
PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR OUR PRICE LIST
D. J. PARKINSON (DEPT. S)
186b LEWES ROAD, BRIGHTON BN2 3LD.Tel: Brighton (01273) 686877 (a.m. only),

Lost Your
Medals?

We can replace them NOW!
« FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
« MOUNTING SERVICE & RIBBONS

Veterans Medals

available!

for ex-military & civilian services, are you
entitled to any of the following?

» GENERAL SERVICE CROSS

« VOLUNTARY SERVICE MEDAL

* MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL

» SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL

+ BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL

Send for brochure & application forms,

or a S.A.E. for replacement list MEdalS

Telephone: (01752) 872672 Fax: (01752) 872723
TOAD HALL - NEWTON FERRERS - PLYMOUTH - DEVON - PL8 1DH

REGIMENTAL WATCHES

BADGE/CREST IN FULL COLOUR
IN THIS DESIGN AND MANY OTHERS
£32.50 post free
(UK & BFPO addresses)

Qstﬂ{J Products

P.0.BOX 20
EVESHAM, WORCS., WR11 4YY
Tel: 01386 443852
PRI enquiries welcomed

JOSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS

LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS

+ INTEREST FREE CREDIT
s All Accessories Supplied.
Shirts, Bow Ties, Medals
George Boots, Badges, etc.
» For All Your Uniform, Suit

& Blazer Requirements.
Contact:
UK 284-294 Ley St. Iiford Essex IG1 4BS

UK TEL: 0181 478 2780
GERMANY TEL: 05252 4631

40
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5! () JOY'S ROSES
& CUDDLES

hear from you
ORDER EARLY FOR VALENTINE’S DAY

VALENTINE’S WEEK ONLY
4th—16th February. Add £5 per 12 Roses, £10 per 24 Roses,
£5 Bouquet Special £5 Rose Bouquet.

ORDER EARLY FOR MOTHER’S DAY 17th MARCH

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the U.K.
or N. Ireland.
Include your own special message to show that you have your loved-one in ming.
12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
JOY’'S SPECiAL BOUQUETS
Bouquet special mixed flowers £22.50
Bouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £16.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 30 flowers £17.50
Iris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern ~ 30 flowers £14.60
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 20 flowers £11.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
SAMMY SEAL (Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65
PINKY MOTHER PIG + 3 PIGLETS  (Pale Pink) 10"+ 7" long £22.75
BERTIE BADGER (Black & White) 22" long £22.60
\ THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS

EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE

MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/
LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY
No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter
Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red
WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14" high £20.50
(Nojsutable for  prices and order forms available upon request
Prices include P&P + VAT

N.B. Paak periods - flowers may be used from other sources

VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE

Please make cheque or P.Q. payable to:
‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey C. |. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 46708

Fax: (01481) 43406

i
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C.V.EXPRESS )
SOLDIER & » Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & Master Fc?fEeEdeDmilsAconctag t.he
3 . Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services, ove k) A
Prepare now for civvy street. We need good, reliable HGV G500 (o Fioits sad risis et 20 ittt e specialists in FORCES' CVs
Drivers and Van Drivers for regu]ar work in Lancashire, ;r;:TS::giin|1}:g,53;|;[3::‘l;|l:;lt Complete package (Established ggggs)Depl.
Gtr Manchester and West Yorks. These temp positions can For an Information Pack ot
: . please Phone or Write to: West Midlands
prepare you for your release date and give you something to Mr MacDonald e
12 . 3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull, 0121-355 2187
look forward to. Be prepared. Work during your leave, through o g e o S ERVICES
pre-release or when you have left the forces. Telephone Tel: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days a weed) i
0161 767 9310 and chat to our staff controllers about your future. r N
1st Call Group. - for Military
MILITARY CV SERVICES
FEREATER K1 S personnel
The original CV service for HM Forces:

established in 1984 Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.

Quality content. Impeccable presentation.
I RAIN I O BE A A world-wide CV firm run by a former Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service.

Army officer and current full-time career Laser printing. Free client CV storage.

consultant. Past clients include men and CVs for Military,/Cvilian jobs, Resumés,
women of all ranks from every part of the Updates, Application Letters, etc.
gy, SERVICE - CV

W i ale e for full details to:
hy not write or telephone for full details to Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,

Excel Security have been providing Bodyguards to the rich, 6:;',';“,,"{&?‘3’::&‘ PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PLT 3HZ
famous (and not so famous) for many years. Our comprehensive Guildford, Surrc_v’(}l'l SRU LTeury:a,g 01752 - 344842 (24 s |
training course was fully featured on Channel 4’s “Cutting Edge™. Tel:' 01483 523766
Our ex-students work all over the world. The training is very eI e e
thorough and quite demanding. Whilst our main occupation is the NEYLY
provision of Trained Bodyguards, we do hold around four training GET ];1‘])(, ]4J b
courses a year for those who wish to start a new career in the Close PROMOTION! o it s Al i o
Protection Industry. Could you be a Bodyguard? Please send for - "PENNANTS & BASEBALL CAPS
our free information pack and find out. The courses can be done T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, PRICES &
whilst serving or on resettlement. Obtain your free information Polos, Rugby Shirts, SAMPLES TL
pack by calling 0181 770 7955 during office hours or writing to: Hooded Tops, S, reauest  \g v

CP Training Divisi Singlets, =3 ALSO OGUCY\G}

raining Division, Baseball Hats, Ties, ¥ (&% WOVEN &
Excel Security (1988) Limited, Embroidered Badges @' EMBROIDERED

51 Lower Road, Sutton, & Jumpers, Pennants, BADGES
Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls, TOP QUALITY &
Surrey SM1 4QR. Y e COMPETITIVE PRICES

o8 Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

Tel & Fax
A S PROMOTIONS 01945 772490

SOLDIER Advertising R aeEiroan 2 WISBECH ROAD.
01252 347352 Telephone: 0181-523 3283 OUTWELL, NR WiSBECH
Fax: 0181-531 7298 : X

SLEEPING BAGS

GENUINE FORCES KIT “h 1 29
SAS SMOCKS, PARA SMOCKS, | ARCH IN - KIT OUT Sl\l\/lllljlé"ll;ﬁi‘g g%l;:g[ﬁg Bl?ji}gs
COMBAT JACKETS , T . 3
DEN[SONJSMOCKS ~ core-texoor| ISILVERMAN’S BUFFALO SLEEPING BAGS
DPM TROPICAL KIT, PTI KIT, LINERS = DRY | lehain's Leading Suppliers of Kit tothe P GERMAN ARMY SL/ BAGS
RON HILL KIT, PONCHOS, ™ WARM FEET “PHONE FOR FREE USA ARCTIC SL/BAGS
HELLY HANSEN, BETA LIGHTS, o<y £14.99 CATALOGUE FULL OF SURVIVAL BAGS BIVI BAGS
MAGLITES, COOKERS, ESSENTIAL KIT FLEECE LINERS
compns s FooTwEAR
CWC MILITARY WATCHES DANNER BOOTS

ASSAULT BOOTS
BRITTON GO FAST BOOTS
HI TEC MAGNUM BOOTS
LATEST ARMY PRO BOOTS
KSB BOOTS, AKU BOOTS

BERGHAUS BOOTS

JUNGLE BOOTS

DESERT BOOTS

SAFETY BOOTS

MATTERHORN BOOTS

BUFFALO KIT

BUFFALO SHIRTS, JACKETS,
PARKAS EXTREME C/WEATHER,
HOODS, TENT BOOTS, GLOVES,

SNUGPAK, SLEEKA PADDED
JACKETS - EXTREMELY WARM
MANY TYPES OF COLD WEATHER

KIT STOCKED

ABSOLUTE BARGAINS

|ssGuEENEA§EST ASSAULT BOOTS (GO-FAST) £39.99 BERGHAUS

PLCE GORE-TEX BOOT LINERS £14.99 MILITARY c\éﬂﬁ?g

o SERGENS « | | GORE-TEX BOOT LINERS EX LONG £24.99 STYLE WATCH e

E£2. : ;

o i e e e MECHANICAL BARGAIN POUCHES
CAPACITY NEW £17.99 CHEAPEST IN
NEW P&P £2.99 ANY SIZE ORDER LYY &L/ UK PROBABLY.

s NEW
r i ML GR OB 0171 790 5257 free cat; 0171790 5585 INFO; 0171 790 0900 CREDIT CARD ORDERS 3 UK 1)

WEBBING e SILVERMAN’S LTD (DEPT S) e mray I
PLCE WEBBING, 58 WEBBING N NllLE END‘ L()NDON E] 4PS e MATTERHORN ORION GORE-TEX

TACTICAL VESTS, CHEST RIGS, : g : LINED ALL LEATHER COMBAT
USA WEBBING, HIPPO PADS CALLERS MON-FRI 9.30AM TO 5PM & SUN MORN 10AM TO 1PM BOOTS £165.00

41



SCE HOTLINE
01367 241225

CARICATURES
Hilarious caricatures
‘Groups’ or ‘Singles’
from photos in colour
or B&W by a
professional

‘. cartoonist. A unique
gift for all occasions.
Also cartoonists for
pdniu\ etc. For samples
and prices or a quotation

: Rick Coleman: 0181-441 6607
D4

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £9.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £11.00
CHINDITS £8.00
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO
KNIVES (Black) £21.50
BELT BUCKLES WITH REGIMENTAL
BADGE £3.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30

WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
All prices include p&p

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.

Telephone 01706 846648

D7

MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT

TAILORING

£
Far your
MADE TO MEASURE v
Uniforms Suits ete
we offer
™14 day Make or
& 48 hr EXPRESS
¥ Keen prices
® First cluss fit
ﬂ_ High quality

Excellent payment terms
Local agent to measure in mosi areas

Please telephone 01449 765038'

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK_ STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 SAY

(@ o YISIfi

@ English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

@ Embroidered

V-neck jumpers

also many other itemis
VISTA SPORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

Join our ARMY
of readers

Contact our subscription
department on:

01252 347353

42

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Your envelope must be no larger than
8"x4" and should only contain a letter,
and phctograph if requested. Replies
received more than three months after
the cover date and large, heavy, or
poorly addressed envelopes will not
be forwarded.

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details enclos-
ing a stamped self-addressed enve-
lope.

Lisa, 32, 5'6", with dark brown han
and brown eyes. Single mum with a six-
year-old daughter. [ enjoy the
cinema/theatre, swimming, going for
walks, clubbing and most kinds of
music. Seeking genuine male pen pals
aged 32 plus. Photo appreciated. P549

046

Alexa, 27, 5'4", long dark brown hair
and brown eyes. Enjoys swimming,
badminton and history. Seeking pen
pals aged 27-32. P605 0496

Rhonda, 25, 5'5", medium build, dark
hair and dreamy blue eyes. Single mum
who enjoys videos, pubs, cinema, cosy
nights in and having fun. Seeking pen
pals aged 20-35 with GSOH. I want
someone to bring some sunshine in to
my life. P606

Tall, intelligent, fun loving female,
29, Seeks tall, single, sincere soldier
with SOH and adventure, to rescue her
from uninteresting civvies. Interests
include sport, travel, music, good com-
pany and good times. P607 0496

Gary, 28, 5'5", average build. Ex TA
soldier who enjoys keeping fit, eating
out, cinema and everything military.
Secks female Regular soldier, aged 18-
30, for correspondence, friendship.
Photo appreciated. P608

Catherine, 25, 5'7", long blonde hair
green eyes, slim build and GSOH.
Enjoys drinking, dancing, playing all
sports and especially going to the gym.
Seeks male pen pals aged 28-35. P609

04/96

Clare, 26, 5'6", slim build, black hair,
dark eyes and olive skin. Graduate and
qualified French teacher, speaks fluent
French and Japanese. Entrepreneur,
now setting up a twins theme cafe with
twin sister. Seeking pen pals aged 25-
35.P610 0456

Carol, 38, 5'7", divorced Staff Nurse
with GSOH, auburn hair and blue eyes.
Enjoys swimming, travel, socialising,
reading and music. Seeking pen pals
aged 35-45. P611 04/96

Ann, 47, 5'7", auburn hair and brown
eyes. I enjoy music, walking, swim-
ming, dancing and computer studies.
Coming from a military background I
appreciate the role of correspondence
and contact with civilian life and would
like to write to anyone aged 47-57.
P612

Antonia, 21, 5'8", slim with brown
hair. Enjoys gym, netball and night-
clubs. I am a secretary, live at home
with my parents and have my own car.
Seeking pen pals aged 20-30. P613 ouss

04/96

04-05/96

04/96

Hi, my name is Mandy, 32 years old,
with short brown hair, brown eyes and
divorced with a daughter. Interests
include Arsenal Football Club, vodka
and generally socialising. Would love to
hear from any single soldier aged 28-40
with GSOH. P614 04/96

Lynn 27, 5'7", fair hair and blue eyes.
Single, attractive and GSOH. Interests
include listening to music, dining out
and socialising. Seeking pen pals aged
27-35. P615 04/96
Sara, 31, 5'4", slim, blonde hair and
brown eyes. Own car and home and
professional career. Enjoys swimming,
skiing, pubs, clubs, cinema and music.
Would like to write/meet persons home
or abroad aged 28-38. All letters
answered. P616 04/96
Helen, 30, single, 5'1", blue eyes and
light brown hair. Lives in Yorkshire and
wishes to write to a lonely soldier, aged
30 plus. P617

Elaine, 23, 5'3", medium length black
hair. Enjoys reading Stephen King and
Tom Clancy books, music, cycling,
walking and writing letters. Seeking pen
pals aged 25-30. P618 04196

04/96

Jay, 5'4", smiling green eyes and wavy
brown hair. An aromatherapist and
teacher with a SOH and adventure.
Enjoys swimming, skiing, photography,
reading, walking and music. Seeking
pen pals aged over 30. P619

04/96

Military History Books. SAE for cat-
alogue. Purchase of books in good con-
dition on land warfare. Free specialist
booksearch. John McKenzie, Carpen-
ters, Cary Road, North Cadbury,
Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7DE. Tel:
01963 440557.

Help the Gurkhas. £1.00 on each
book to the Gurkha Welfare Trust.
‘Johnny Gurkha’ (£5.00) and ‘“Wars
Bring Scars’ (£5.00). From E D Smith,
2 Balfour Mews, Station Road, Sid-
mouth EX10 8XL. 04-06/96

Second hand bookshop requires
books in all subjects, especially military,
history and politics. We collect! TLON
BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills, Meran-
tun Way, London SW19 2RD. Tele-
phone 0181-540 4371.

0312196

030796

“Head-dress Badges of the British
Army” by Kipling and King. The col-
lectors” Bible. Volume One (1800 —
1920) £65, posted. Volume Two
(1920 - 1995) updated and enlarged
£42.50 posted. H L & P King, 3
Saxon Croft, Farnham, Surrey GU9
7QB. (Tel. 01252 716303) Supplies
limited.

04-06/96

Absolutely Urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823.
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm
seven days). e

Interested in Cars?
Unlimited earnings, suit 1 or 2
people.  Specialist  repair &
restoration system for leather, vinyl,
velour and plastics to vehicle
interiors/exteriors. (Specialist
training availabie)** Price includes
exclusive area, trading name,
signwritten van, mobile phone,
comprehensive client list, stock -
£20,000 + VAT.

Phone 01252 614085 after 6pm.

Insurance company approved
**Specialist training to be undertakern at
Head Office at extra cost. Dol

Left hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer. Tel:
0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823. Fax:
0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm seven
days). TIC

Ties, badges, plaques, standard
designs or custom-made. Blazer but-
tons, medals, accoutrements. SAE

appreciated for lists. The Heraldic Co,
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End,
Coleford, Glos GL16 THA. Tel/fax:
01594 832200. AS96

Largest Manufacturers and
exporters of hand embroidered Bullion
Badges for Army, Navy, Air Force,
Police, Schools, Colleges, Clubs etc.
Flags, Banners, Sashes, Coat-of-Arms,
Family Crests and all military accou-
trements. Also leather gloves, footballs,
track suits. Contact: J Arthur (PVT)
Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot 51310, Pak-
istan. Fax: 92 432 588605.

03-14/96

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art distributor. Access
to all British publishers. Hundreds of
original items also available. Catalogue
£2.50 + A4/50p sae. Cheques to: G.
Jennings-Bramly, 5 Feversham Road,
Salisbury, Wilts SP1 3PP. Tel: 01722
328523.

Hand embroidered quality wire blazer
badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company, 4/477
Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan,

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOP’s: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms, Full info on
SAB0/LSW, Tests and APWT’s,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines, MT
Driver, Tank & Aircraft Recognition.
ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price £7.50
(incl of p&p UK/BFPO). Trade Terms
on application. Available from selected
NAAFI Branches, Bookshops or direct
from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HUI17
5LA. Tel/Fax: 01964 542878. TiC

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. TIC

e ke e v ke sk v vk v e ke ke i e ke kb ke ke
Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway, Ship-
ston on Stour CV36 4RD. Telephone
and Fax 01608 663770. Minimum
order 25 Shields. £9.95 no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. tic
e o v e ke ke e ok ok e e ok e ok ok ok ok

01-06/96

20-19/96

Uniform postcards. Scottish,
Guards, Cavalry, SAS, Infantry, ser-
vices. SAE for samples and catalogue.
Geoff White, Rushmoor Lane, Back-
well, Bristol BS19 3JA.

Military, Red Cross, sports, corona-
tion, police, school, masonic and mis-
cellaneous medals and badges. Send
2x 25p stamps for list: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead, Merseyside 141
28Y.

Full/miniature size medals mounted
for wear or display. Send for full list of
new  miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars,
clasps, etc, and medal mounting costs.
Access/Visa welcome. SAE appreciat-

02-06/96

01-06/96

ed. Worcestershire Medal Services,
25 Golden Cross® Lane, Carshill,
Bromsgrove B61 0LG. Tel: 01527
835375. \596



Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks.

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTI kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New. Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0171-790 0900, Info 0171-790 5257,
Orders 0171-790 5585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London E1
4PS. TC
Genuine military badges. New
format monthly two page lists. Subs:
£5.00 12 lists, 50p sample list. E Kelk,
1 Sweechgate Cottages, Broadoak,
Canterbury CT2 ORA.

STORMS

Army + Adventure

STORES
NEW ISSUE, GORE-TEX LINED
PRO - BOOT
£99.50 PR. (+ £3.50 p&p)
SEND CHEQUES ONLY
STORMS ARMY STORES
Unit 1, Traders Shopping Centre,
Station Road, Reading.
Tel: (01734) 393389

03-0696

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to
INKERMAN Badges, PO BOX 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 03-14196

Why not give someone “A Title for a
Tenner”. What a gift/presentation idea!
Details from S A Survival, Gayfield,
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1Q]J.

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW, TIC

Fieldcraft, life skills, shooting skills,
outdoor survival, self defence and
much more. New book catalogue,
thousands to choose from. Free. The
Outdoorsman’s Bookstore, PO Box 15,
Brecon, Powys LD3 7XZ or phone
01874 658660. 03-2596

Northern Ireland Campaign
Brooch. A unique tribute to mark the
support women have given their men-
folk. Send SAE for details to: Lisanelly
Designs, PO Box 371, Canterbury,
Kent CT1 1JU.

Insulated mugs, Pro Boots. Bulk or
individual deals. Best prices. Ring Mili-
tary Mart for more details 01874
730762

Military badges, good selection rea-
sonable prices. SAE for list: G Brindle,
2 Short Road, Smethwick, West Mid-
lands B67 ﬁNj. 04-07/96

Now open. Cannon Curios, 21 Bul-
ford Road, Durrington, Wilts SP4
8DL. Badges, uniforms, respirators,
helmets and all types of military col-
lectibles.

23-796

04/96

04-07/96

02-05/96

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehen-
sive range of military figurines available
in resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for informa-
ton/brochure. Tel/fax 01380 828382.

1-24/96

North Wales, near Snowdonial/coast.
Cosy stone cottages (Gas CH), quiet
farm, away from it all. Ideal area for
touring, walking, fishing, wildlife,
lazing about. Budget prices. Free
leaﬂel, Tel: 01745 870426. 01-06/96

Sri Lanka (Ceylon). Excellent holi-
day opportunity! Hotel/guesthouse
accommodation, prices from £50
p.p.p.w. Extensions to Maldives! Ideal
honeymoon! Sightseeing tours! Wed-
ding! Diving! Car/motorbike hire etc.
Senior citizens and families 10% dis-
count! Nominal charges for children!
Free price brochure telephone 0181-
570 9322 up to 9pm. Fax 0181-570
0361.

01-0596

Cyprus, Paphos (Chlorakas vil-
lage). Fully furnished house, sleeps
4/5. In hill top village overlooking sea
towards Coral Bay. Car hire available.
Bookings for 1996 available. Details
phone 01662 730236.

03-4/96

BARGAINS!! Last minute prices for 3
star hotel (B&B) and self-catering now
available throughout season. Fourteen
nights  (including flight/transfers)

May/June £295, July/August £317,
September £308, October £318. 0151
722 3708.

03-1196

The JSSRM formerly HMS Tamar,Hong
Kong now Prince of Wales Barracks will
close on 27 February 1996. Any
individual who made a presentation to
the JSSRM must contact:
WO1 (GSM) V Bell, HQBE,
Prince of Wales Barracks,
BFPO 1
Before February 27, 1996

Da

AR

Printing - Top quality, personal,
business and Mess stationery. Address
labels £1.50 per 100. ‘At Home Cards’
from £33.00 per 100. SERVISPRINT,
FREEPOST (BH1853), Weymouth
DT3 6BR. Tel: 01305 835150 Fax:
01305 834692.

0596

JANUARY 20, 1996

Eight-way tie for first prize (15 goals, £750
each): Maj G C Brown, HQ 42 (NW) Bde,
‘Preston; LCpl D Cairns, 1 Coldm Gds,
BFPO 17: LCpl L A Delorme, 3 Para, Dover:
Cpl B licaps, 7 Bn REME, Wattisham; Sgt
M D Lambert, 56 Signal Sgqn (V0),
Eastbourne; W02 R McDonald, 5 R Irish,
BFPO 802; Sgt A E Parsonage, 1 Green
Howards, BFPO 36; Sgt A M Stone, BFPQ

825.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

With immediate effect, qualifying football

matches will also include games played
in European competitions (eg Anglo-
ltalian Cup). Friendly matches will not
count.

JANUARY 27, 1996

68 way tie for first prize (21 goals, £88.24
each): Lt R C Barrett, 32 Regt RA, Larkhill:
W01 K Black, 12 Sup Regt RLC, BFPO 44:
Lt Col AW Blackett BMATT Zimbabwe; Cpl
T T Boyd, QRH, Catterick; Capt R E C
Brewster, 133 Wksp Coy REME (V),
Ashford; SSgt S Briggs, HQ Mil Works
Force, Chilwell; Capt A Buckley, HQ Land,
Wilton; SSgt R C Burch, 2 RTR, BFPO 38:
Cpl R P Butler, 2 CS Regt RLC, BFPO 47;
Cpl AR Carr, 3 RHA, Topcliffe; SSgt EW F
Chadaj, 47 Regt RA, Thorney Island: Sgt M
R Champion, SEME, Bordon; Sgt C P
Charley, SEME, Bordon; Cpl M W
Christopher, 40 Regt RA, BFPO 30; LGpl J
Clarke, MoD (A) Medical Centre, London:
LCpl D S Cooper, 24 Trg Sp Sgn RE,
Chatham; Sgt E J Crossland, 2 RRF,
Chester;, W02 P A Cutforth, 16 Signal
Regt, BFPO 40; SSgt | E A Davis, P & EE
Shoeburyness; WO1 A E Day, HQ UKSC
(G), BFPQ 140; Maj R J C Eaton, HQ Trg,
Upavon; Cpl R M Evans, Cyprus DASLU,
BFPO 58; LCpl D R Fermor, 1 RWF,
Chepstow; Cpl S J Fitzsimmons, 38 Engr
Regt, Ripon; LCpl A J Gadsby, BFPO 825;

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

LCpl 'S Gourley, 7 R Irish, BFPO 801; LCp
M Green, SEME, Bordon; Maj V A
Grimmett, MoD CGS; WO1 K Hallett, Army
Apprentice College, Harrogate; LCpl J C L
C Hayes, The Light Dragoons, BFPO 30;
Maj P B Heath, RSA, Larkhill; Maj S J
Hepton, RMA, Sandhurst; Cpl K Hosford,
RDG, BFPO 22; WO1 A Jackson, ASMT,
Leconfield; Cpl; C Johnstone, 80 PC Sqn
RLC, South Cerney; Lt R J P Jordan, 26
Regt RA, BFPO 113; Lt Col M R Keen, MoD
CGS; Spr A D Kennelly, FI Fd Sqn RE, BFPO
655; W02 M E Lee, HQ NATO, BFPO 49;
SSgt J Lord, RMP Trg Centre, Chichester:
Cpl AT Love, 25 Engr Regt, BFPO 808; Pte
W M McAleese, 9 R Irish, BFPO 808; Cpl E
J Mason, 22 Engr Regt, Perham Down;
Maj M A L Milligan, 3 RHA, Topcliffe; St |
C Moffatt, 40 Regt RA, BFPO 30; Maj G M
Moynan, 1 KOSB, Edinburgh; Sgt S
Murphy, 28 Engr Regt, BFPO 31; Maj M N
Nadin, 8 Inf Bde HQ & Signal Sqn, BFPO
807; Cpl S C Nellist, 35 Engr Regt, BFPO
31; Capt L R Norris, MoD AG3, Worthy
Down; LCpl R B Philpot, 21 Engr Regt,
BFPO 48; Cfn M W A Pounder, 26 Regt RA,
BFPO 113; SSgt C Ramadhar, 256 (L) Fd
Hosp (V), London; Maj D G Reddin, HQ
Land (Legal Branch), Old Sarum; SSgt S P
Reeves, 2 RGR, BFPO 11; Sgt K C Rickard,
30 Signal Regt, Bramcote; W02 N J
Rothery, 1 RSME Regt, Chatham; Cpl N
Ruff, 30 Signal Regt, Bramcote; Sig A J
Smith, 16 Signal Regt, BFPO 40: Cpl S C
Stockman, BFPO 801; CSgt A J Sweep, 1 R
Anglian, Colchester; Cpl S Taylor, 280 (UK)
Signal Sqn, BFPO 35; Maj G R Wadswaorth,
AMF (L) Arty, Larkhill; LCpl D J Webster, 8
Arty Sp Regt RLC, Catterick; Maj N Welch,
MoD CGS; WO1 M T Williams, Royal
Brunei Armed Forces, BFPO 605; Sgt P J
Williams, 99 PC Sqn RLC, BFPQ 40; Cpl P
A Williams, QDG, BFPO 16.

LOANS

No security required £1,000-£10,000

CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.
CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS,
HP, CREDIT CARDS, CASH SPARE.

FORCES, TENANTS & HOMEOWNERS

— No interviews, confidential service by post
~ Good benefits if you settle your loan early

For quotes, written details and free advice

Tel: 01920 423925 9am-9pm 7 days

(from overseas 0044-1929 423925).
NORSTAR FINANCE

Licensed by Office of Fair Trading as Lenders & Brokers a

Lost touch with friends from your
service days? We will help you get
back in touch. SAE, Forces Connect
Association, 57 Norwich Close, Lich-
field WS13 7S].

03-05/96

Drummers/flute players — vacancies
in The Honourable Artillery Company
Corps of Drums, London ECI1. Age
18 -35. Leave details for The Drum
Major on 0171 375 1934,

03-04/96

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
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Original genuine hand-painted
oils. Expertly done by our artists from
your photograph. Family, buildings,
boats, regimental mascot, pets, horses,
any subject, even the Colonel. Please
telephone Magenta Classics Agent
01256 469000. 01-04/96

WORDSAT30p = E
X INSERTIONS = £
VAT AT 17.5% =f
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT] = £
TOTAL ENCLOSED = £

CHEQUE/PO Number

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
COST: 30p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £6.00. VAT AT

NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC VAAT] PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []

Send to:

CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU11 2DU

ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE
COSTS QUOTED ON THIS FORM ARE VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 1995 0

[Payable to SOLDIER)

17.5% MUST BE ADDED
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Ski-bikers make
clean sweep of
British honours

ARMY ski-bikers swept all before them at the British national championships staged
in the beautiful Swiss village of Adelboden, writes George Attard-Manche.

Cpl Neil Pollitt (7 Armd Bde
HQ and Sig Sgn) won the
men’s individual title for the
first time while Cpl Vicky
Hardisty (16 Sig Regt)
retained the British women’s
championship.

The national event was com-
bined with the Swiss ski-bike
national championships, with
two runs of a very technical
giant slalom course and a
quick Super G deciding the
outcome. Swiss and British
raced over the same courses,
making it possible to assess
their respective standards.

Defending British champion
Graeme Spence of Scotland,
Cpl Paddy Maybin (16 Sig
Regt) and Pollitt were the main
contenders, while young Ray
Power, son of an airman, posed
an outside threat.

DISQUALIFIED

Spence missed a gate on the
tight, fast giant slalom course
and was disqualified, but Pol-
litt’s time was bettered only by
the two top Swiss competitors.
Maybin pulled out all the stops
on the second run to head Pol-
litt by a fraction over four sec-
onds and win the giant slalom.

Maybin threw caution to the
winds in the deciding Super G
set over 1,390m of icy, hard
snow and a 315m drop.

But a spectacular crash at
the bottom of the slope
brought his challenge to an
abrupt end and Pollitt sensibly
took full advantage to claim the
national title.

Hardisty, in a class of her
own among the British com-
petitors, won both her races as
she pleased and was beaten on
the clock only by the Swiss
women’s champion.

Sgt Jane Robinson (10 Tpt
Regt RLC) was second.

Army Ski-Bike Club presi-
dent Lt Col Richard Platt
(MoD(PE)) set a fine example
by finishing second in both
races. In both he achieved
times which were faster than

44

Above: The British men’s élite
champion, Cpl Neil Pollitt,
attacks the course at Adelboden.
Right: Cpl Vicky Hardisty on her
way to the Great Britain title

many set in the open races.
The top three men and two
women will represent Great
Britain in the World Champi-
onships at Willach in Austria.

f\ : e

Members of the GB ski-bike team: (back row, from left) Sgt Docherty, Lt Col Ric Platt, Kevin Rochfort of the
Ski-Bike Association of GB, and Graeme Spence; (second row) Cpl Paddy Maybin, WO2 Rushton and Cpl
Eyes; also in the picture are Swiss ski-bike instructors who assisted the squad

Pacey sappers
outstrip REME
on ARL debut

REME 12, RE 26

THIS meeting of REME and
RE at SEAE Arborfield was
the first time either corps had
played the 13-man code.

Under the eye of new Army
Rugby League chairman Lt
Col Mike Bowman REME,
both sides featured several rep-
resentative players with much
to prove to the selectors.

REME scored first when Sgt
Kev Naylor touched down
after a well-executed move,
and the sappers hit back when
Spr Bruno Green scored in his
first League game.

In a stern forward battle
many big hits went in, particu-
larly from SSgt Richard
Naivalurua (REME) and Sgt

Richard Nelson (RE). The
sappers took a 12-6 lead when
Cpl Ritchie Thomas nipped in
to complete the first half scor-
ing. The second period pro-
duced Rugby League of the
same relentless ferocity.

Cpl Eugene Kelf, the sapper
captain, scored the first of his
two tries to open the gap, but
REME soon retaliated with a
Naivalurua try which was con-
verted. LCpl Darryl Cooper’s
long-range effort for the sap-
pers completed the scoring.

The sappers had the edge in
pace and the man of the match
award went to Nelson for his
outstanding performance. Kelf
and Sgt Tim White (REME)
were oustanding in defence.

Spirited U-21
effort sweeps
RAF aside

Army U21 27-RAF U21 10

AT LAST the small but loyal
squad that has made up the
Army Under 21 rugby squad
has something to celebrate,
writes Tom Wye.

After a season dogged by
injury, unavailability due to
operational commitments, and
the refusal of some players to
turn out for the Service, the
side came good during a con-
vincing 27-10 win over the
RAF.

Following defeat at the
hands of the Royal Navy the
previous week, the Army play-
ers were nevertheless confident
after thorough preparations
and positional changes forced
on the team.

The red-shirted Army
simply engulfed their light blue
opposition, forcing them to
concede penalties. Spr Grif-
fiths soon kicked two to give
the home side a 6-0 advantage.

On the half hour Pte Morris
(injured ankle) was replaced in
the back row by Fus Jones, and
although the RAF converted a
penalty, the Army finished the
half strongly when Griffiths
responded with two more
before the effects of an illness
forced him to leave the field.

Skipper Pte Bovill kicked
another penalty soon after the
re-start and the tenacious Pte
White, an ever-present at full-
back, crashed over for a try
which Bovill converted. Fus

Winning Div
THE 4 Division women’s foot-
ball team got off to a winning
start against a combined
London District-Northern Ire-
land side in the inter-forma-
tion Mandrake Challenge
competition.

They beat London-NI 7-1.
An opening round win was also
recorded by 3/5 Division who
beat 2 Div 2-0.

The RLC women’s side was
evenly matched against Abbey
Rangers in their Southern
League Division 2 clash but
had to settle for a 4-4 draw
after conceding two goals in
the last few minutes.

Miles put the Army 27-3 ahead
when he forced the ball down
after heavy pressure by the
pack.

A late RAF try did nothing
to temper the joy of a fine win.

The shield was presented to
Fus Kemble by chairman Lt
Col Bill Withers who also pre-
sented colours to 21 Army
players. Spr Hughes received
the Player of the Season shield
and a tankard.

Cross country

Training  Regiment and
Depot RLC will host the fifth
inter-corps cross country cham-
pionships at The Princess
Royal Barracks, Deepcut,
Surrey on February 23.

Rugby

The annual clash between
the Army and the Royal Navy
for the Willis Corroon Trophy
takes place at Twickenham on
March 30. There is a prize for
the best regimental or mess
tent erected in the car parks
and tickets are available in
advance from the Secretary
ARU, Clayton Barracks, Alder-
shot GU11 2BG (01252
348573) or at the gate on the
day.

Fell running

Service units are being
encouraged to enter the 30-
mile Manx Mountain Marathon
being staged on the Isle of Man
on April 6. Teams from Larkhill
and several UOTCs took part in
the 1995 event. Details from the
secretary, Arthur Jones, 97 Sil-
verburn Crescent, Ballasalla,
Isle of Man IM9 2ED (tel 01624
822286).

Canoeing

The Army sprint and
marathon canoe racing champi-
onships are to be held on the
River Wye at Monmouth, South
Wales, over the weekend July
20-21. The sprints will be over
500 and 1,000m, the marathon
over distances varying from five
to 12 miles depending on class
and ability. Entry forms from
Capt Duncan Capps RLC on
Camberley (726) 2506, fax
2595; civil 01276 412506, fax
412595.
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Para sappers win h

9 Para RE 25, 15 Regt RLC 9

A ROBUST and high-quality
ARU Minor Units Challenge
Cup final was won 25-9 by 9
Para Sgn RE.

Defending champions 15
Regt RLC were a much-
depleted side compared to
1995 when they so convincing-
ly beat the Infantry Training
Battalion Strensall.

Postings, Bosnia and
“resources re-allocation” had
all taken their toll, although the
logistics side put up an excel-
lent fight on the coldest after-
noon of the season.

The sappers were blessed
with having two former Army

Horse
Gunners
wobble,
but not

for long

7 (Para) RHA 27, 4 GS Regt 11

PREDICTABLY, 7 (Para)
RHA beat 4 GS Regt RLC in
the LEX Major Units Army
Rugby Challenge Cup final,
writes Roger Thompson.

While the Horse Gunners’
forwards dominated territori-
ally, their backs failed to
sparkle against a loggy side
who played to their potential,
particularly in defence, and
scored an excellent try at a
time when they should have
been beaten beyond sight.

The gunners started ener-
getically, the forwards taking
control  through  Fowers,
Wood, Coghlan, Dahinton and
Brooks, who had an excellent
all-round game.

With skipper and scrumhalf
John Denwood barking at the
heels of his pack, it was possi-
ble to imagine the scoreboard
team being the busiest people
in the Aldershot Stadium.

However, little went right
outside Denwood, flyhalf Rory
Jones appearing obsessed with
shouting “two lines” — much to
the confusion of both sides.

Wilcoxson made valiant
efforts to create a bridge in the
centre against a rapidly
advancing 4 Regt defence, and

46

players in key positions, Maj
David Hudson at fullback and
Capt Bobby Matthews at
hooker. They were well-drilled
and started confidently, the
pack securing a regular supply
of quick ball.
Cpl Mark
scrumhalf

Walker at

verted by Hudson. In a period
of relative equality, the sappers
conceded a number of needless
free kicks mainly against
hooker Matthews. Later he
compensated by taking several
balls against the head, one of
which resulted in a try by

centre SSgt

options well
and never let go the pressure
button. This led directly to
lengthy territorial advantage
and Hudson’s first penalty
which gave the sappers a 3-0
lead.

No 8 SSgt Vince Lithgo
scored an excellent try, con-

Hie'r'ton:
The sappers’ ability to recycle
the ball swiftly put 15 Regt
under constant pressure.

The game was always pas-
sionate, frequently frenetic and
usually skilful, but 15 Regt had
little ball and found it difficult
to create attacking momen-

iygh-grade

final

tum. Their brave tackling,
however, prevented 9 Para
running away with the match.

Further unconverted tries
were scored by Capt Mike
Fuller and Capt Paul Fontaine.

This was an excellent final.
While the 9 Para approach was
more dumper truck than Aston
Martin, they nevertheless
played  spirited, accurate
rugby, keeping the ball alive at
vital moments to score four
good tries.

They last won the cup in
1982 but will not be able to
defend their title next season
because of an exercise commit-
ment in Kenya.
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Action from the Minor Units Rugby Union final at Aldershot. Cpl Mark Walker, the 9 Para Sqn RE scrumbhalf,
looks up before passing to No 8 SSgt Vince Lethgo

Bramble in the past,
el AJOR UNITS FINAL [Briaes

showed that

his strength lay in powerful but
blinkered running. Time and
again 7 RHA lost ground
through over-elaboration and
handling errors.

Howard Graham, one of the
Army’s most gifted players,
chose this day to leave his kick-
ing boots behind. So many
points were squandered that 4
Regt were able to come within
eight points of the champions.

Following a period of loggy
pressure, two  well-struck
penalties by SSgt Don Lewis
and a deserved try by fullback
LCpl Geoff Hunt made the
score 19-11.

With 7 RHA cruising
nowhere, the unthinkable
crossed spectators’ minds. But
as has happened so many times

wards
stirred at the crucial moment.
They reverted to a series of
fearsome drives led by Dahin-
ton and Brooks, and an excel-
lent individual try was scored
by Capt Justin van der Plant.
The 7 RHA game plan has
always considered the shirts
numbered 11 to 15 to be some-
thing of a side-show, and they
reverted to grinding, driving,
battering, eyeball-to-eyeball
intimidation by the best front
five in the Army.

The champions do what they
do well, very well indeed, and
this 4 GS Regt team, who had
flown back from Bosnia to play
the final, had no answer when
the gunners reverted to type.

A driving forward move saw

Denwood break with Brooks

and Van der Pant in support.
Crisp passing allowed Gnr
Andy Dawling to split the
defence and drive over in the
shadow of the posts. Then Van
der Pant scored his second try.

It is probable the 7 RHA
coaching side got this one
wrong. There was a clearly
defined attempt to ignore the
weakness in the backs and to
play the in-vogue “champagne
rugby” rather than shift the
pack into four-wheel drive and
slowly drain the lifeblood from
the opposition forwards.

Playing to their strengths is
not pretty but it had won them
the cup nine times in the past
12 years — a superb record.

They are the undisputed
champions, and  Signals,
Logistics and Infantry need to
start training now if it is to be
any different in 1997.

Above - Action from the
Major Units Rugby Union
final at Aldershot. LCpl
Neil Wilcoxson (7 (Para)
RHA), with the ball,
attracts the attention of 4
GS Regt RLC’s Pte Ron
Beard (No 5) and LCpl
Glen Hunt. Behind are Sgt
John Denwood and Capt
Justin van der Pant (partly
obscured) of 7 RHA
Picture: Mike Perring

Right - LCpl Darryl
Cooper (1 RSME Regt) of
the RE team looks to get a
one-handed pass away in
the Rugby League merit
table match between the
RE and REME at SEAE
Arborfield. Cfn Andy
Shaw (REME) makes the
tackle, while Sgt Kevin
Ross (left) moves in to
help and Spr Dean Ross
(right) of 35 Engr Regt
offers support

Picture: Mike Weston




LCpl Alfred Everest, Sgt Mick Tribe and Ted the
Bear of B Sqn, Light Dragoons on duty with
IFOR deep in Bosnia. Story in Pages 14-17.
Picture Mike Perring
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