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SAVE UP TO f650 ON SE AND CD OPTION PACKS ON THE 1998 VOW0 RANGE 

This summer Volvo Tourist and Diplomat Sales are giving unbeatable offers 
on the Volvo range. With immediate effect we are reducing the cost of our SE and CD option 

packs for orders placed up until the 4th October 1997. 
Don’t miss out on this superb offer, contact our hotline number below. 

0 $500 PRICE REDUCTION ON THE SE OPTION PACK 

0 $650 PRICE REDUCTION ON THE CD OPTION PACK 
This offer i s  valid for 120 days from the date your car is orderd. Offer ends 4th &toter 199;. 

VOLW 
Tourist & Diplomat Sales 

UK 01707 262388 
. .  ............ ...................................... ............................... Title; Inltlals; Surname: ................... ................................................. 

post Code; ...................................... Tei No; .................................................................................................. 

SJv40 U S M O  0 SN90 0 

Address;.. ..................................................................................................... ................................................. 
............................................................................................................................................................................. 

I am interested in me following volvo mode*: 
................................... 

Approx. Delivery Date: ................................... Part Exchange Quote; yes 0 p . ~ ~  0 
WLVO 

iovrilf a ~ ~ ~ i - 3  blc, 
Vol!o Car UH Ltd, Tourist & Diplomat Sales, Freepost 30, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, A19 7AR England. 
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Army wins grde ing 
he r -Serv l ce  regatta 

New neighbours: Gnrs Bob rllsrer and Chris Larke, 
from Aldershot-based 7 Parachute Regiment RHA, 
exchange views on their temporary accommoda- 
lion in Tent City. 

They and 3,500 other troops from 5 Airborne 
Brigade were encamped in a sea of tents in a hold- 
ing area at South Cerney, Gloucestershire, where 
they were waiting to deploy for a massive parachute 

insertion into Scotland on Exercise Pegasus Strike. 
They were due to meet up with 500 French para- 

troopers who were dropping on Otterburn training 
area in Northumberland. 

Logistics at the South Cerney air mounting 
centre were fully tested, with troops consuming 
350,000 eggs and 7,500 loaves of bread before they 
departed for the north. 

No concessions on 
handgun deadline 

HANDGUN-owning Servicemen and women based overseas will lose 
any chance of compensation if they fail to meet the October 1 deadline 
for the hand-in of weapons banned under new legislation. 

A signal has been sent to the 
Army worldwide warning that 
the Home Office will not 
extend the deadline for Service 
personnel out of the United 
Kingdom on detached duty. 

Headquarters Adjutant 
General has also warned that 
any soldiers whose civilian 
handguns are not handed in by 
the end of September will be 
guilty of an offence under the 
Firearms (Amendment) Act 
1997. 

And because i t  is an offence 
for a Serviceman to have a 
civilian firearm in his posses- 
sion without a firearms’ certifi- 
care (FAC), it is unlawful for 
any other person in a civilian 
capacity to handle or have pos- 
session of such a weapon, says 
the signal. 

Soldiers who attempr to re- 
import handguns into the UK 
after September 30 face arrest. 

Col Billy Bowles, from the 
Training Safety organisation at 

Upavon, said Seprember 28 
was the last day civilian centre- 
fire handguns could be fired on 
Army ranges, allowing two 
days for the final hand-in. 

To help the Armed Forces, 
the Home Office and Police 
have agreed that commanders 
may appoint an officer to make 
arrangements with local 
authorities for the hand-in of 
weapons belonging to person- 
nel deployed away from their 
home base. 

Claim forms 
But for the owner to qualify 

for compensation, the officer 
has to ensure claim forms have 
been signed by the FAC holder 
before the cut-off date. Where 
soldiers are deployed abroad 
this is like to take time, so the 
process should be started as 
soon as possible. 

Service personnel who have 
civilian handguns abroad will 
not be eligible for compensa- 

tion unless they hold a current 
FAC issued before October 16, 
1996 and can make their own 
arrangements to hand them in 
on time. After Sept 30 they 
should dispose of the weapons 
before they return to the UK. 

The signal says the disposal 
ofprivate weapons overseas for 
which the user does not have 
either a local or UK FAC is 
likely to prove difficult, and 
calls for commanding officers 
to make arrangements with 
local police authorities. 

“An alternative is for the 
owner of the handgun to make 
rhe necessary arrangements 
with a UK Registered Firearms 
Dealer with Section 5 authori- 
ty for their import into rhe UK 
or with an appropriate civil 
club on the Continent,” advis- 
es Some the signal. pistol clubs based in 

the place UK to have store arrangements weapons and in 

shoot on the Continent. 
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Save Money as every model in the Natocars’ range has a substantial 
discount. Save money because Natocars pass on all manufacturers’ special offers in full - 
and dream up a few of our own! tm nmmy by getting the best price for your pan 
exchange. Save money with Natocars’ competitive finance plans, offering free protection 
insurance. Save money on car insurance as we shop around for you, give an introductory 
discount and fight the fight when it comes to claiming. Save -my by talldng about your 
needs using our FREEPHONE lines or CALL-BACKfacility. 

Save Time having to go from dealer to dealer, because ~atocars offer over 
1,000 models from eleven manufacturers. Save tim by shopping from your armchair using 
our free comprehensive Car Buying Guide and all the car brochures you need. hnn t h e  
by getting an immediate response to all your needs from your personal s a k  contact. Save 
tlme by choosing Natocars’ direct factory supply facility, offering a wide choice of stock for 
urgent orders or customer car build priority scheme. Save time with our same day finance 
quote and clearance sewice. 

Save Hassle because Natacars will son out any problems, not y ~ i  Save 
hub by letting us do all the fact finding, paperwork, progress chasing and oommunicating. 
Save hrr le  by keeping your part exchange car right up to delivery of your new one. Save 
hassle by having your car delivered to you - anywhere in the world1 Save kuls with 
Natocars’ after sales support whenever you need it. 

Save, d a x ,  enjoy! 
Freephone from: Germany 01 3085 9806. Holland 06022 9806. Belgium 0800 14310. Cyprus 0809 1058 _. 

Telephone trom other amas 01278 455555 or fax 01278 450396. 

Im*nMma 

T s - e P  ov WNATOCARS 
- A  Rewardiqg Erpenem I ZT 

Natocars Ltd Wylds Road Bridgwater Somerset - TA6 4DG 

Troops 
exchange 
fire with 
indicted 
war 
criminal 
BRITISH troops - widely 
reported to be from a Special 
Air Service squadron - took 
part in an action to detain two 
men indicted for war crimes in 
former Yugoslavia. 

The soldiers, serving wirl 
the Stabilisation Foree, returned 
fire when forma Prijedor 
police chief Simo Drljaca drew 
a pistol and shot at them at 
Omarska in northern Bosnia. 
One soldier was hit and Drlja- 
ca was fatally wounded. 

He and the British soldier 
were taken to W a ,  where the 
soldier was treated. for a leg 
wound later described as not 
serious. l b o  other men were 
detained and Wnsfemed to the 
Hague, h m  where the indict- 
menta from the International 
Tribunal for former Yugoslavia 
OCTY) had been served. 

Details of the action on July 
11 were given in the House of 
Commons by Defence Secre- 
tary George Robemon. 

“The injury to our soldier 
and the death of Drliaca illus- 
mte8 the grave risks involved 
in such operations and the 
courage and selflessness of 
those involved,” said Mr 
Robemon. “I am s a  the 
House will join me in congrat- 
ulating and commending the 
courage and professionalism of 
the Briosh forces involved. I 
am very proud of their perfor- 
mance, which was up to the 
highest military standards.” 

The action had the specific 
authority of the NATO Secre- 
tary General and the Supreme 
Allied Commander Europe. 

British troops 6red wam- 
ing shots at intruders who 
lobbed explosives into a vehicle 
park at the British base near 
Banja Luka, apparently in 
retaliation for the SFOR action. 

0 Mlne me- - Page 0 

The DI Irs of the 1st 
Battallon, The Grsnahlar Gmrds a their base In 
CO Down. Prlnce Phlllp, Colonel of tha raglmant, 
was making his first vlsR to the battallon sin- Its 

arrival Iti  Northsrn Ireland esrlisr thls year. He pre- 
santed WvaraI Long SBrvlCe and G w d  Conduct 
Madals and met hmllles of the guardsmen at a 
chlldnn’n aports day In the base. 

Staffords hurt in 
d r ive- by shoot i ng 
THRBE soldiers fmm the 1st 
Battalion, The StaEordsbire 
Regiment were injured in a 
drive-by attack mthin 24 hours 
of the UK Standby Battalion 
arriving in Northern Ireland. 

The 4OD-smng, Ternhill- 
based battalion flew to the 
Province to g~ve the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary addition- 
al support following mde- 
spread civil disorder m the 
wake of an Orange march at 
Dmcree, Portadown. 

On July 11, two days after 
their arrival, three soldiers 
from Dragon company, 1 
Staffords were wounded in the 

attack on a patrol in the Old- 
park area of North Belfast. 
Two RUC officers, one a 
woman, were also wounded. 

None of the injuries was life- 
threatening. 

Sgt Maj  Steve Lane, one of 
the first on the scene, adminis- 
tered tirst aid until the emer- 
gency services arrived. 

Lt Col Jim Tanner, CO 1 
Staffords, visited his three sol- 
diers in hospital and reported 
that their condition was not 
listed as serious. He said that 
the inadcnt had hardened the 
battalion’s resolve to assist the 
police in countering terrorism 

Two die in tanker accident 
PTE Man: Symonds (19) and diesel tanker veered off the 
Pie Stuart Wilson (20), both road and fell into a ravine near 
serving with 3 (Close Support) the town ofKljuc in north-west 
Regiment, Royal Logistic Bosnia. They were servhg 
Corps, based in Abmgdon, with the NATO-led Stabilisa- 
Oxfordshire, died when their tion Force (SFOR). 

and maintaining public order. 
Cpl Graham Cox explained: 

“Within 24 hours of arriving in 
the Rovince we were suaight 
into it, out on the streets dolng 
static vehicle checkpoints with 
the RUC in Belfast, showing a 
reassurine Dresence on the - _  
ground. 

“We’ve been neared UD for it 
for six or seven weeks,-so we 
were prepared for it.” 

The Staffords brought to 
17,500thennmberoftroopsin 
the Province. The decision to 
deploy the battalion was taken 
by ministers M o w i n g  advice 
h m  the Chief Constable 
RUC and GOC Northern Ire- 
land. Last year two additional 
battalions were deployed to the 
Province during the marching 
season. The Staffords completed a 

two-vear residential tour in 
Mar& 1996. 

ODrumcrw-swPage19 

A SOLWEB, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Halts GU11 ZDU. Civil tel: 01252 347 plus last thne dlglts of Aldershot Military extension given below 
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MESS 
DRESS 

We o#er you personal service 
and guaranteed satisfaction 

UK Tel: 0113 282 6102 
Fax: 01 13 282 1457 

BAOR tel: 05751 15087 
BAOR mobile 0171 5261340 

UNIFORMAL 
YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR 

Van Duagie How.  M e y d  Avenue, Rothweli. Leeds U26 ONU. 
DIREUORS Kennerh van Dungre (mng). L d h  wn Dlrngie (sec). 

VOYAGER 
e- 

F 

SCE JEEPLINE DIRECi : 

FnX: U N  01187 2 4 2 0 0 1  
U( 01887 244844 (we’ll call you right back) 

I We owe a lot to 
I I our soldiers who I fight for us ... 

...g uarding our freedom and protecting our 
children’s future. Some fall on hard times. 

We need your help to help them. 
A donation, a covenant, a legacy or through 

the Payroll Giving Scheme to 
The Army Benevolent Fund will help soldiers, 

ex-soldiers and their families in need. - - -  - - _ - - _ - _ _  

. E  - _  

THE Army‘s recruiting function 
was amalgamated with the Army 
Individual Training Organisation 
(AITO) on July 1. As a result of Its 
expanded responsibilities, AITO 
has been retitled the Army Train- 
ing and Rectulting Agency 
(ATRA). 

0 The Defence Medical Train- 
ing Organisation (DMTO), formed 
last year, was established as a 
joint Service agency on Aprii 1 ,  
with headquarters in Portsmouth. 

0 Terntorial Army soldiers with 
Prestatyn-based 119 Recovery 
Company REME(V) celebrated 
the unlrs 50th annivereary on July 
18 when the Staff Band of REME 
Beat Retreat at the TA Centre in 
Mane Road. 

0 An RAF Chinook flew 143 
Plant Squadron (Militia), based at 
Walsall and Camock, to Ness- 
cliffe training area where the unit 
practised moving plant as under- 
slung loads. 

0 Chief of Defence Procure- 
ment Sir Roben Walmsley attend- 
ed a ceremony at Abbey Wood, 
near Bristol, to mark the creahon 
of a new Defence agency, the 
Specialist Prmrement Services. 

0 Slough-based D Squadron, 
The Royal Yeomanly operated its 
Fuchs NBC vehicles dunng Exer- 
cise Northem Avenger. 

0 Gurkhas training at Church 
Cmokham built footpaths, ponds 
and ciwrooms at HMS Memuw, 
near Portsmouth, where 50 acres 
of former milltary base are being 
turned into an environmental edu- 
cation site. 

Capt Eddle Currla found llma 
spaas ot Hohne ranges In Germany Whlla~iOl 
(NoRhumbrlan) Reglmmt R A 0  were on lhelr 
ennual camp. Elghtaen teams look pari In a gun 

. .., .... ____-,.e 
S p r ,  wlth the Blyth-based 209 (Elewlck) Battery 
W n g  the top three places. The TA soldlen flred 
155mm FH70 Howlben during the exercise. 

Sappers’ class 
act counters 
mines menace 
BRITISH sappers serving in 
Bosnia are at the centre of a 
major &ort to prevent chil- 
&en falling vicfims to the 
country’s tens of thousands of 
unmarked mines. 

Landmines remain a consid- 
erable menace in some areas, 
and are a particular threat to 
the lives and limbs of inquisi- 
tive youngsters. Refugees 
returning home for the first 
time since the war ended nearly 
two years ago are assessed to be 
in the greatest danger. 

Among NATO Stabilisation 
Force (SFOR) troops involved 
in raising awareness are men 
from Osnabruck-based 21 
Engineer Regiment. 

Their lessons can make the 
difference between life and 
death. When Sgt Paul Ker- 
ridge took over a classroom at 
the battle-scarred +age school 
in Drvetine, north of Bugojno, 
his audience was as young as 

of the 386 Challenger 2 maln 
battle tanks ordered (mm Wck- 
em plc, 38 hevs no far been 
delhred and aaepted Into 
WWIW.- PalffamtaryrePly 

live and six. There are many 
uncleared mines in the area. 

Examples were displayed in 
the school hall and, with the aid 
of an interpreter, Sgt Kemdge 
patiently explained they could 
be detonated by pressure or a 
trip-wire. 

Sgt Kemdge also put the 
class through drills in case they 
do stray into a danger area. 
Each child was taught to turn 
round in his or her own foot- 
prints, and to retrace their 
steps exactly, or to crawl away, 
looking for wires and prodding 
for mines with a pen or knife. 

11 What the papers have been saying 

Alliance aid 
for Russia’s 
sad forces? 
NATO leaders are looking a1 
#days to help Russia transfom 
is bloated, wasteful and demor. 
dked forces into an efficient 
xofessional military machine. - 
Sunday Telegraph 

0 International peacekeeperf 
n Bosnia were on guard againsl 
L Bosnian Serb terrorist offen. 
rive after three attacks which 
‘ollowed SFOR moves against 
Nar-crimes suspects. - Inde 
mndent 

0 Treasury ministers have 
wnfirmed they cannot stop the 
acond stage of this year’s top 
mople’s pay award - inoluding 
hat of senior military officers - 
is they had suggested they 
night. - nmes 

0 Brig Charles Ritmie, military 
itlach6 in Paris. has been grant- 
3d a second commission by the 
lueen as a brigadier in the Royal 
hnpeny of Archers, her are- 
nonial bodyguard in Scotland, 
ind is entitled to be addressed 
)y the possibly unprecedented 
Me ot ‘Brigadier Brigadier 
Tichie”. - Ddy Telsgraph 

Welcome 
to NATO 
THREE Eastern European 
countries were formally invited 
to join NATO during the 
organisation’s Madrid summit 
meeting on July 8. 

Poland, Hungary and the 
Czech Republic, all previously 
members of the Warsaw Pact, 
are to begin accession talks 
with NATO, with a view to 
becoming 111 members on the 
Treaty’s 50th anniversary in 
April 1999. 

Although there were applica- 
tions from other eastern Euro- 
pean counmes, Britain 
supported the American view 
that only limited expansion 
was possible at fbis stage. 

0 During the summit, 
NATO nations also signed a 
charter with the Whine. 

0 
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CI imate of complaint 
has dire implications 
for the Armed Forces 
rHERE has been, we are told. a to the possibility of legal action by 
seven-fold increase in the num- producing a complicated mixture 
iers of Service personnel claim- of disclaimer forms for parents to 
ng compensation for personal sign, erecting large sign-boards in 
njury. the playground and introducing 

Several interested groups rules for staff on playground duty 
nade predictable responses that that make your average intema- 
oday's younger generation is part tional peace treaty look like a 
I f  a "compensation culture" which Janet and John reader. 
?ncourages individu- The rise and rise of 
ais to believe they the consumer pro- 
:an claim financial gramme on radio and 
'ecompense for the television has made 
slightest knock. a major contribution 

I agree, to some to the prevailing cli- 
?xtent, but I alsothink mate of complaint. 
his is a matter which Hardly a day passes 
ias to be addressed without some con- 
seriously because it Sumer guru advising 
night just be possible people to sue if their 
o prevent the num- breakfast-time cup of 
)ers of claims rising tea was cold in their 
?yen more. holiday hotel. AS a 

The existence of a result, the small print 
cornpensation culture" is, in my in contracts has got more exten- 
>pinion, a matter of fact rather sive and wide-ranging and insur- 
han speculation. I believe its ance premiums have gone up and 
oots lie in modern education and up. 
vith the media. The Ministry of Defence needs 

At school. too many children to take this very seriously and its 
iave the elements of competition legal staff should seek ways to 
emoved from their lives . . . they prevent the problem arising, Per- 
iave been encouraged to think haps they should take their lead 
hat life must always be fair, that from those schools and the busi- 
hey must always be no better or ness world. 
vorse than their classmates in When a new recruit signs up to 
)erformance in the classroom join the Armed Forces, there 
ind on the sports field. could be some pretty comprehen- 

Their work has been presented Sive small print at the bottom of 
0 them in ways which require little the form. 
!ffort on their part and. despite all The only drawback would be 
he claims for the curriculum to be the inevitable outcry from the 
Based on pupil-directed research, human rights lobby. With the pos- 
here has been linle intellectual sibility of changes in the legal 
igour and poor direction. system in the offing that. too. 

There have also been several should be regarded seriously. 
:ases where parents have sued 
chools because their children Cari Roberls presents 
lave been injured in the play- Counierpolnt on BFBS radio. 
iround. Write to her at BFBS, BFPO 

I know has reacted 786; or do Soldier. 

Rkk. "Ourchildren 
ofthelrs." ' '' 

se her enthusiasm for 

Motherhood 'not a career imoediment' 
ARMY personnel managers have 
received written guidance on the 
management of pregnant Service- 
women and serving mothers with 
infant children. 

According to the policy docu- 
ment prepared by the Director of 
Manning (Army), the over-riding 
concern must be for the welfare of 
mothers and children before and 
after birth. 

The Army also insists that preg- 
nancy and motherhood should be 
no impediment to career develop- 
ment. 

Pregnant Servicewomen and 
sewing mothers have the option of 
leaving the Army, and statutory 
maternity leave applies as in civil- 

kha sapper Makanbahadur Gurung cradles his ICmonth-old son, 
run, while receiving the traditional Nepalese greeting from his 
', Namsste. They were among the first group of313 dependants to 

arrive from Nepal under new term of service for UK-based Gurkhas 
10 

ian employment. But the policy 
document stresses that pregnant 
Servicewomen who wish to contin- 
ue in their jobs are expected to 
carry out normal duties, "unless to 
do so involves a risk to her health 
or that of her baby". 

Those who choose to return to 
their units after normal maternity 
leave must be allowed to take up 
their previous post or one with sim- 
ilar seniority, rank and career 
prospects. But single serving 
mothers wishing to return to posts 
outside the UK are to be coun- 
selled on the problems that may 
face them. 

The document lists child care 
and access to the Child Support 

Agency as being common compli- 
cations for mothers posted aver- 
seas. A mother who decides to 
return to an overseas unit would 
receive no special privileges, and, 
like her UK counterpart, would be 
expected to take part in operational 
deployments. 

The briefing paper does. howev- 
er, stress that there are other 
options for serving mothers who 
became pregnant while on over- 
seas postings. They may be able 
to remain in the same overseas 
theatre, but transfer to posts in 
which the work allows more time 
for child care. 

Alternatively, they can consider 
postings in Britain, which may give 

ease of access to families. Any 
such new posting, says the docu- 
ment, must be "commensurate 
with the Servicewoman's rank and 
seniority". It is made clear that no 
Servicewoman has the right to 
such oreferred Dostinas. but the 
policy 'is to grant ieque& whenev- 
er possible. 

There is also guidance on child- 
care. 

"Providing care for a child or 
children as a married, single or 
lone parent is not incompatible with 
service in the Army," says the 
policy document. But parents are 
to be advised that they are expect- 
ed to make full arrangements for 
the care of children. 

Buenos 
exchange 
A VlSlT by four Argentinian 
Army officers to the Defence 
School of Languages at Bea- 
consfield was good news for 
Capt Rachel Quinn AGC(ETS). 

As officer in charge of 
Spanish language training at 
the school, she was asked to 
make an exchange visit to the 
military-led language school in 
Buenos Aires. 

Promotion within the Argen- 
tinian Armed Forces depends on Capt Quinn (above) also visited 
candidates passing English exams, the Colegio Militar, the country's 
so the schoolls work is vital. equivalent to the Royal Military 

She found highly-motivated Academy, Sandhurst, and took 
tutors providing an excellent ser- part in a St George's Day military 
vice with very limited resources. horse-riding parade. 
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L 
WO1 Perry Mason, 
Coldm Gds, one of 
three judges, checks 
the pace of No 5 Com- 
pany, Irish Guards 
during the world cham- 
pionship pace-sticking 
competition at RMA 
Sandhurst. From left to 
right are CSgt Kenny 
Fox, CSgt S i m o n  
Nicholar, CSgt Paul 
McCarthy and Drill Sgt David Ryan. Among the 
teams taking part were two from the South African 
Defence Force. The winning team came from Sand- 
hurst, which also entered a women's team. 

Grandad'! 
t hundred years 

Thompson, an 
Australian gunner, received his 
medal to mark Queen Victoria's 
Diamond Jubilee. Grandson 
Richard Thompron and wife 

an. from New South Wales, 
show the medal to CSgt 

"igel Harrls, Welsh 

go, Thomas go_ . - 
Guards, on the square at C> 

Barracks, London, where the medal ..I_ 
presented to Gnr Thompson, one of 

ten Australian soldiers brought to 
the UK to celebrate the jubi 

Kirsty Barre's par- 
ents, Timothy and 
Heather, reckon 
she was destined 
for a career in the 

Army since she was a day old. Now 17 and a 
sergeant in Shropshire Army Cadet Force, 
she appeared in the locel newspaper, aged 
24 hours, with her parents and their col- 
leagues from 94 Signal Squadron, a Shrews- 
bury-based Territorial Army unit. Heather 
recalls: 'We were the first members of the 
unit to marry while sewing and when Kirsty 
was born we promised the unit that she'djoin 
when she was old enough." Their daughter 
joined 95 Sqn on July 1 to prepare for a 

career with the 
Regulars.  Her I amb i t i on  is  a 
p lace at  RMA 
Sandhurst commission and in the a 

Royal Signals. 

- 

-- 
paraded through the historic Roman 
city in nonh west Germany near the 
Dutch border. The salute was taken 
by Herr Hans-Jurgen Thiele, the burg- 
ermeister, and the inspecting officer, 
Brig lan Fulton, Provost Marshal 
(Army). It was the third time 101 Coy 
had exercised the Freedom since it 
was bestowed 15 years ago. 

,destiny I 

'I i 

Stepping ashore at Gibraltar after sailing 
from Devonport via Casablanca on' HMS 
Agy//, their affiliated ship, are three sol- 
diers from the I st Battalion, The Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders. From left are 
LCpl Stewart McNally, LWEM Stu Kn.ott, 
Pte.Ross Mowuatt, Pte Roberl Bain and 
LStd Taluker. Husband and wifi Sgt 

Richard and Cpl P, on 
parade together, are interviewed for 
SSVC when Rheindahlen-based 101 
Provost Company RMP renewed its 
Freedom of the city of Xanten. The 
couple were among 50 members of 
the unit, accompanied by the Band of 
the Hussars and Light Dragoons, who 

I 

I 

Giving a whole new meaning to all 
arms skills are two soldiers from 
Brlghton-based Teriltorial Army 
units who landed on the resort's 
main beach during an intensive 
recruiting drive in West Sussex. 
Miss Brighton Louise Forshaw 

was there to welcome them . . . and 
get carried away by the occasion, 
The soldiers came from locally. 
based units of the Royal Engi- 
neers, The Princess of Wales's 
Royal Regiment, the Royal Signals 
and the Military Police. 



Alberta’s wet, WE:[ 
welcome makes 
Irish feel at home 

wheelie Cast down south I 
These lntrepld Army mountaln b i b  took part in a 1 00-mlle cross- 
country dash along the South Downs Way to raise V50 for charl- 
ties. All wnrlng at the Army Tralnlng Reglment, Winchester, they 
completed the gruelllng ride from Winchester to Eastbourne In ten 
houn. Only 50 out of I40  startam managed to finlsh the rkb. From 

logtstlc support), Mal Stew Munns and Cpl ~ s r  Marrlot. 
left to right are Lt Chria Wilson, Lt Mark Mltford (who pmvlded the 

& 

Kathy’s Cooking up a perfect dish: Three Army master chefs had the privilege 
ofworking with cullnary legand A I M  ROUX to teed 400 people In the 
swish eurroundlnga of Knlghton MIII at Broad Chlllke near Salisbury. 
WO18 Colln Slade, Del Kennedy and Rlck Aetchar were helping to 
prepnre a feast which r a i d  about €1 5,000 for the flght against multl- 
ple aclerosle. From left to right are Rlck, Colln, Dal and Alben desert 
MS Challenge is 
a real push-over 
for Arborfield lads 

dash 
boosts 
Mencap 

A TEAM of 11 apprentices 
from the Army Apprentices 
College, Arboffield tookpart 
in the annual Multiple Sclero- 
sis Challenge at Cape1 Curigin 
Wales. 

Under the rules of the com- 
petition, terns of no more 
than 12 have to push, carry 
and otherwise convey an MS 
sufferer in a wheelchair around 
a demanding 12km course. 

The Arborfield lads were 
encouraged round the course 
by their “passenger”, Steve 
Davies, despite losing a wheel 
two-thirds of the way round. 

With the weather closing in 
and adding to the difficulty, the 
Arborfield lads carried the 
chair, and Steve, around the 
remainder of the course and 
crossed the Line first in a time 
of Ihr 52min, the fastest 
recorded over three davs of 

D Q 0  
Soldiers from 152 Nlster) coffers- 

Ambulance R e k t  RLC 
(V) collected L13,OOO for Save 
the Children during their 
marathon drive through the 
UK mainland to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the Territorial 
Army in Northern Ireland. 

PLUCKY Pte Kathleen Perry 
braved high temperatures, 
sand storms and wild d o 5  
when she cycled 5 0 8 b  along 
the banks of the Nile in a bid to 
get fit, writes Clare Consi- 
&e. 

Kathleen, who was recover- 
ing h m  a aaining accident, 
made the journey from Luxor 
to the Aswan Dam and back 
again in aid of Mencsp and 
raised more than EL750 for 
the charity. 

serving with c (Cinque 
Ports) Company, 5th Bat- 
talion, The Princess of 
Whs’s Royal Regiment at 
Hastings, she was one of 110 
cyclists to attempt the ride. 

Unsung heroes of the event 
were two soldiers from Suffolk. 

SSgt Barry Humphreys and 
SSgt Nick Lewis, both serving 
with 3 Regiment, Army Air 
Corps at Wattisham, were 
among the fittest of the group 
that set off from Luxor3 but 
often ended up at the back of 
the bunch to look after less 
robust riders. SSgt Lewis was 
first to cross the line on the 
return to Luxor. 

The two soldiers managed m 
raise L4,OOO for Mencap, most 
of which was collected in the 
weeks leadiog up to the pip 
with the help of local schools 
and businesses. 

On your mark% Members of the trl-Servlca Armed 
Forces Carwm M c e  fmd RAF Sword  Personnel 
pnpsre to stsrt a fund-ralsing lriathlon which 
ralsedE7WforGreenhallNurseryforChlldrenwl~ thanSMmlles. 

Speclal Nwds. The eager soldten, sailors, Royal 
Marines and airmen cycled, ran and rowed thelr 
way from RAF &afford to Parts, a dlstance of more 

They’re 
hoping 
for lots 
of lovely - 
brass 
MUSICIANS from the Brass 
Group of the Band of the 
Royal Corps of Signals made 
a stop during their tour of 
Northern Ireland to entexain 
12 young adults with mental 
disabilities in a Belfast home. 

The group, based at Bland- 
ford, played to celebrate the 
beginning ofthe home’s chari- 
ty fundraising for the year. 

Last yea, 213 Signal 
Squadron raised more than 
L3,OOO to furnish a multi-sen- 
sory room. The signallers hope 
to work with HQ 39 Infantq 
Brigade to help fund flats 
which will give the residents 
some independence. 

15 

Brasl, section murlclana from the Royal Signata Band set up for a 
speclal pertormance In a Belfast home 

0 0 0  0 0 0  
Pedal power was the means Sgt Gary Donnelly and 

bywhichtheN-yRhyme LCpl Mark Palethorpe met 
Playgroup at Thiepval Bar- paralympiads Cbris Hallam 
racks, Lisburn raised more and John Harris on their 600- 
than L1,300 for Childline milepusharoundWales. 
Northern Ireland. Wales’s top disabled sports- 

Nearly lOOkm was docked men were only too pleased to 
up on their bikes, pikes and take a break while receiving 
scooters by 78 three- and four- administration support and 
year-olds. Soldiers on the per- safety cover from the two 
manent vehicle checkpoint at members of the 3rd Battal- 
theNorthernIrelandHQcol- ion, The Royal Welch 
lected E360 from people enter- Fusilirrs. They helped to 
ing and leaving the barracks. raise more than E1,OOO. 

competition. 
0 0 0  

There was an appropriate 
fanfare when Band Sgt Maj 
Paul Darlaston of the Adju- 
tant General’s Corps Band 
presented a cheque for L1,OOO 
to Esther Rsnrzen for her 
Childline charity. 

Paul had raised the money 
by compedng in the London 
Marathon (which he complet- 
ed in a time of 4hr 50min), and 
was accompanied to the 
cheque presentation ceremony 
by the munpeters of the corps 
band. 

two “rain” chsques totalltng 
€1 00 to M r s  Emma Tweedy from 
the Wessex Children’s Hoaplce 
Appeal. Mark, a member of the 
regimental pollce at the Adju- 
tant Ganeral’a Corps Centra at 
Worthy Down, Winchester, won 
a compemlon to find a name for 
the soldlara’ dining room and 
decldsd to glve his winnlnga to 
charny. ~e and ms cottengu~~ 
madethasumuptofl00. 
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APACHE is coming, and, in the hands of 
the Army Air Corps, it is likely to be the 
most powerful weapon system in the 
British Army. 

It seems ironic that this battleship of a 
helicopter, with a devastating ability to 
engage with cannons and missiles targets 
in the air and on the ground, will be in 
the care of a corps which, at its inception 
40 years ago, was tasked only to provide 
liaison and reconnaissance support for 
front-line ground units. 

But the AAC has never stood still. When 
the first AH-64D Apache Longbow is 
delivered in December 2000, the corps will 
simply have reached the latest and most 
dramatic stage of its evolution into a unit 
that can match - perhaps exceed - the fire- 
power of the Royal Armoured Corps and 
Infantry. 

Col Charles Blount, the corps’ regimen- 
tal colonel, puts it succinctly: “We were for 
many years rather like the poor relations:’ 
he said. “Now we have deiinitelv come of 

The venerable and reliable Auster 

but it blazed a trail for the increasingly 
dominant rotary wing macliines. 

With the arrival of the versatile Lynx in 
1978, the AAC was really able to go on the 
offensive. The British-built machine was 
ahead of its time, and suddenly the AAC 
had a fast machine that could not only 
carry troops and ammunition, but could 
also pack a signiticant punch in the form of 
TOW Missiles, The Lynx was, and still is, a 
significant and feared tank killer. 

If there were any lingering doubts about 
the potential of rotary-winged craft, they 
must have been dispelled during the Gulf 
War, when approximately 75 per cent of 
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Not the 
same 
without 
Drummie 
I AM writing in support of Cpl 
McKenna’s letter (May 26) 
about a bandsman taking over 
as the drum major. 

I was a drummer for ten 
years and worked alongside 
Cpl McKenna for six or seven 
years. The thought of a bands- 
man taking “Drummie’s” 
place at the front of the corps 
of drums would not even have 
entered our heads. 

It’s just not the done thing; 
the only time a bandsman 
would get the chance to march 
in front of a corps of drums on 
parade would be on St 
George’s Day, and that is for 
about ten minutes, with the 
drum major just behind him. 

What would this so-called 
bandsman do when on exer- 
cise? I hope that he would have 
been to Brecon to do the SF 
platoon commander’s course, 
because that’s what the drum- 
mer’s job is. He would have to 
be very qualified, infanuy-wise. 

It just wouldn’t be the same 
having a bandsman in charge 
of a corps of drums.- Fus 
Buckley (ex-1 RRF Corps of 
Drums), Recce Platoon, 
Battle Group Main, 2 RRF, 
Gornji Vakuf, O p  Lodestar, 
BFPO 548. 

Our mutt 
Mutley 
I READ the letter (June 23) 
which said Mutley, the dog 
promoted second lieutenant by 
the RTR in Northern Ireland, 
was picked up by members of 2 
Queens because he was half- 
starved. Not so. 

I was serving with The 
Queen’s Lancashire Regiment 
in Girdwood Barracks, Belfast 
in 1987 from January to July. 
Our call sign picked up the dog 
and took him back to Gird- 
wood Camp where we fed and 
looked after him. 

It was 1 QLR which named 
him Mutley, so he rightly 
belonged to 1 QLR originally. 
- Cpl J Malone, B Coy, 1st 
Battalion, The Green 
Howards, Osnabruck. 
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‘‘That‘s Pranger Robinson.. . always was a bit of a Flash Harry!” 
ArmyAirCorpscelebiales4Oyesrs-see Pap16-17 

He took a 
powder - 
to Malaya 
YOURstory (Lifestyle, June 9) 
about the tri-Service catering 
platoon in Gibraltar brought 
hack memories of my first 
posting abroad. It was in 1949 
to the Little Bay hutted camp 
on the Rock. 

Attached to our cookhouse 
was an Army Catering Corps 
training school run by a corpo- 
ral to train regimental cooks. 

I have never seen so much 
potato powder (called ‘Tom”) 
turned into all sorts of things 
which ended up on our plates. 

We wished the school could 
have gone to Aldershot, but no 
chance. 

Then an order came round 
calling for volunteers for Spe- 
cial Forces for Malaya and I 
put my name down just to get 
away from the potato powder. 
- Ken Williams (ex-RE and 
Special Forces), Scottish 
Veterans Residence, Edin- 
burgh. 

R 

Train-spotting was best 
LIKE many former Hong 
Kong wallahs among your 

farewell series with ereat inter- 
readers, I have followed the pa rt of 0 U r day 

- - 
est. One item in particular 
brought back vivid memo- 
ries - the piece about former 
Bdr Paul Piggott and the 
Crest Hill observation post. 

Between 1954 and 1956 I 
spent many duty periods on 
Crest Hill observing the rail 
crossing into China at Lo 
Wu. In those days the high- 
lights of our day were when 
the Kowloon-Canton trains 
were slowly pushed across 
the river bridge. 

Passengers had to disem- 
bark in all weathers, walk 
over the border, then 
reboard the train on the Jim Jacobs’s “telescopic” photograph 
other side. I enclose a photo- scope; getting the aperture 
graph I took in 1954 of the Lo right was a bit hit and miss, 
Wu rail crossing from Crest given the basic equipment. 
Hill. It was taken by the simple A Canadian friend wrote to 
method of placing the apermre say many of his countcymen 
lens against a focused tele- were greatly impressed by the 

Soldierwelcomes letters for publication from all readen, whatever their status. 
Letters must be brief, typed or written clearly and include the correspondent‘s 
name and address in block capitals. not necessarily for publication. Anony- 
mous letters will not be considered. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the 
decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to edit for length. clarity or style. 

militaly bearing of all on the 
farewell parade in that tropical 
downpour on June 30. One 
Canadian journalist, asked 
what most impressed him on 
the final day of colonial rule, 
said: “Oh, the British military, 
of course. They sure did it with 
some style.” 

Hear, hear. Well done to all 
concerned. - Jim Jacobs, 
Fareham, Hants. 

0 More Hong Kong farewell 
special comment on Page 32 

Gloster Hill 
REFERENCE a “hill in 
Korea” (Letters, June 23), I 
remember the cross while serv- 
ing with 1 Dorsets in 1954-55. 
It appeared to be an impro- 
vised memorial. 

The feature on which the 
cross was erected was known 
to all Commonwealth Brigade 
units as Gloster Hill. - G W 
Stone, Isle of Wight. 

‘~raaps ~ r a m  lntl 1st Battalion, Gnnadler Guards go through public order drllls at their CO Dawn babo 
maintalning order during the Orange march on the Gawaghy Road in Drumcrw 

I.uo.o.oon Imlaaou. ,.-- III.YI.-U .n 

Four 
stem 
THE BULK of main battalions 
of infanuy were on hand to 
assist the Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary during disturbances 
which broke out around a 
weekend march by Orangemen 
on the Garvaghy Road at 
D m c r e e ,  Portadown. 

Main military support was 
provided by troops from the 
1st Battalion, The Cheshire 
Regiment, the 1st Battalion, 
Grenadier Guards, the 1st Bat- 
talion, The Royal Scots and 
the 1st Battalion, The Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders 
under the command of 3 
Infantry Brigade. 

Royal Engineers, Royal 
Army Medical Corps and 
Army Air Corps elements were 
also in support, operating from 
the brigade’s base in Mahon 
Road. 

Lt Col Andy McDowell, CO 
1 RS said “We have all under- 
gone lengthy and thorough 

battalions 
Drumcree 

training for this role, but obvi- 
ously we regret that it should 
be necessary for us to be here 
at all.” 

Troops started to arrive at 
the Mahon Road base five days 
before the proposed march 
alongthe Garvaghy Road, each 
unit setting up its own camp in 
tentage or borrowed portable 
cabins and establishing an 
operations room working to the 
joint RUCibrigade ops room. 

The inside of the already 
crowded Mahon Road base 
reached capacity by the week- 
end when RUC mobile sup- 
port units were drawn in from 
around the Province. 

From midday on the Friday, 
troops were deployed on the 
ground to support the RUC as 
they assumed “cordon” posi- 
tions around Portadown. Then 
the waiting game began as 
deadlines for a decision on the 
proposed march passed by. 

Troops relaxed, rested and 
kept abreast of an increasingly 
tense situation by watching 
television news bulletins. Army 
caterers prepared hundreds of 
packed lunches as soldiers 
worked around the clock on 
patrols and to provide protec- 
tion for the RUC at vehicle 
checkpoints. 

In the early hours of the Sat- 
urday morning, troops and 
police moved on to the Gar- 
vaghy Road in preparation for 
the day ahead. 

In the riots which followed, 
soldiers from the Cheshires, 
Grenadier Guards and A and 
SH came under attack. 

Lt Col Bryan Watters, CO 1 
Cheshire, described what his 
soldiers faced over the next few 
hours. “We were confronted at 
one point by about 300 rioters 
throwing rocks, petrol bombs, 
bricks, iron bars and other mis- 
siles. The rioters were using 

help 
riots 
shop front grllls as shelds and 
seemed well organised and 
orchestrated. 

“The soldiers behaved mag- 
nificently, showing extreme 
self-discipline in the face of all 
the provocation. They kept 
steady and I am very proud of 
them.” 

Soldiers from 1 Cheshire 
remained on the streets, assist- 
ing the RUC and protecting 
the withdrawal of other troops, 
until Monday morning, when 
they returned to their base at 
Ballykelly. 

Nationalist and Republican 
anger at the Secretary of 
State’s decision to allow the 
Orange march down the Gar- 
vaghy Road spilled into street 
rioting and attacks on Security 
Forces around the Province. 
Troops from other regiments 
supported the RUC in dealing 
with the situation as it devel- 
oped. 
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I It was not all work, however, as t h e  )und mascot, Cuchulain, to receivi marched off t the C ! 
w Colours, which were consecrate1 Regiment, tt ke of 1 

were caked in mud and had not 
ashed or shaved for several days. Jungle 
ts, the size of well-fed guinea pigs, invad- 
I their rain-soaked camp every night to 
arch, scurry, scavenge and devour care- 

iessly-placed webbing. 
Wet, humid nights on the African equa- 

tor were punctuated by myriad jungle 
sounds; some recognisable, others worry- 
ingly not. 

hung 4ft above the rat-infested ground. 
The 150 soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 
Irish Guards had acclimatised to the swel- atmosphere which they experienced at high cuted using live ammunition. Full-scale A few guardsmen helped National Par1 Vasey. 
tering Kenyan conditions and were well on 
their way to making Exercise Mono-Prix a 
memorable one. Rats and all. 

This was a far cry from their world- 
famous duties of Changing the Guard at 
Buckingham Palace and Trooping the 
Colour on Horse Guards Parade. 

The battalion had deployed to Kenya on resulting ochre mud bath had long since 
their month-long exercise and were looking ceased to offend. 

Suspended between trees, hammocks back on their earlier period of low-level Firing on the vast open plains of Impala 
tactics and endurance training as solid Farm ranges provided unparalleled oppor- 
preparation for working in the rarefied tunities for attacks and assaults to be exe- 

altitude. attacks using all available weapons ~ mor- 
In the jungle they were confronted with tars, anti-tank and heavy machine guns - 

some of the most inhospitable surround- went ahead without the constraints associ- 
ings imaginable. The weather had fallen ated with the small training areas in the UK. 
into predictable patterns; tine in the morn- A car from a local scrap dealer was the 
ings and torrential rain in the afternoons, target for the company's anti-tank gun. It 
often carrying on into the evenings. The did not last long. 

adventurous training package included I 
:hoice of white water rafting, game drives by the Chaplain General, the Rev Dr Victor 
climbing Mount Kenya, and even a came Dobbin, and the Principal Roman Catholic 
iafari. Chaplain, the Rt Rev Monsignor Kevin 

vardens clear little-used tracks ready foi Since its formation the regiment has 
h e  next tourist season while the town of served with distinction all over the world, 
Nanyuki benefited from an increase of earning 52 battle honours of which 20 are 
trade prior to the Guards returning to Pir- borne on the Colours. Six members of the 
bright in Surrey. Some healthy bartering regiment have been awarded the Victoria 
saw intricate African wood carvings ex- Cross, four in the Great War and two in the 
changed for pen knives, razors and train- Second World War when the regiment saw 
ers. action in Norway, Holland, Boulogne, 

Thoughts turned quickly, however, to North Africa, Italy and North West 
the next date in the battalion's diary, the Europe. 
presentation of Colours by the Queen, the Members of the regiment were attached 
regiment's Colonel-in-Chief. to the Commonwealth Monitoring Force 

Muddy combats and kevlar helmets and the Multi-National Forces serving in 
were replaced by scarlet jackets and tradi- Zimbabwe and the Sinai. They have seen 
tional bearskins when the eighth set of active service in the Falkland Islands and, 
Colours to be presented to the battalion most recently, in Bosnia-Hercegovina. 
since its formation in 1900 were unfurled Back in the quadrangle of Windsor 
in the quadrangle of Windsor Castle. Castle, the talk was of warm memories of 

The Micks, as they are affectionatel: a hard African exercise and enjoyable 
known, were fresh-faced and without a moments in dusty towns and villages. 
speck of the African bush about them. A word of advice, however, came from a 
Medals gleamed and polished boots guardsman with an unusual African experi- 
slammed into the ground in response to ence. A jungle rat's idea of gourmet food is 
barked commands. Biscuits Brown and not even webbing will 

More than 250 members of the battalion stop a hungry one from gnawing through 

' Drummer Jef- A tense 
frey McC in the junglesof 
Kathendini in the foothills of Mount 
Kenya.. .and, below, a more relaxed 

paraded with their Colonel, the Grand and helping himself. Y 
Duke bourg, and their Irish Jungle rats are always 
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CampitAon I 

on thc 
PERCHED on a rocky peak a thousand feet 
above San Carlos Water, and accessible only 
by helicopter, is Campito, the loneliest and 
smallest unit in the Falklands. 

Inhabiting just one cabin, much of it 
packed with radio equipment, three men of 
the Royal Signals, the most senior of whom 
is a corporal, maintain the vital communica- 
tions between radar sites and other out-sta- 
tions scattered around the islands. 

Not a lot happens at Campito. The most 
notable entry in the base journal of recent 
weeks was the death from old age of the cat, 
Argie, who lies buried among the boulders 
near the front door. Mt Pleasant sent a 
replacement mouser to Campito, bearing 
the unpromising name Slug) but be was 
taking a while to adjust to Portakabin life, 
and peered wildly from behind a bank of 
electronic equipment. 

Cpl Andy Giffen, LCpl Ben Ansell and 
Sig Neil Watkin, on the other hand, 
appeared to be happy and sane enough. All 
were serving six months on the mountain, 
and throughout that time none expected to 
visit Mt Pleasant more than once or twice. 

Clearly there had to be some charm to 
this tiny station tied to concrete anchors to 
prevent it being blow off the mountain. It 
soon became clear that Campito’s virtues 
were informaliry and independence. The job 
gets done, so no one back at HQ bothers the 
men in their mountain eyrie. Campito is a 
little like MASH, but without the nurses. 

“It’s great:’ enthused the man in charge, 
Cpl GiEen. “We don’t need to wear uni- 
forms eycepi when qenior officers viisir 4nr’ 

‘ I  ;;, 
. .  . 

Cpl Andy Giffen and Slg Neil Watkin enjoy isolation at Campito, high above San Carios Water 

we a get a supply flight every day that brings 
in the food and the videos. 

“At least one ofus has to be on duty at any 
time to change the frequencies that keep the 
radio net secure, and check that the aerials 
haven’t blown down.” 

Amazingly, the three do not appear to get 
on each other’s nerves. “None of us has any 
disgusting habits,” explains Sig Watkin. “We 
don’t even smoke. And we have a small 
weights room and a computer to keep us 
busy when we’re off duty.” 

Domestic duties are shared among the 

“At first all we could do was beans on toast, 
but now we’re making Sunday roasts:’ said 
Cpl Giffen with a quick glance at the oven 
where something aromatic was baking. 

The other very real benefit to life on 
Campito is that there is nowhere, absolutely 
nowhere, to spend money, and with all the 
vitals of life brought in daily by helicopter, 
no one misses the shops. “I’ve only spent 
LSO so far, and that went back to Mt Pleas- 
ant for the beer fund,” said Cpl Giffen. 
“When I get back to the UK, I’ll pay off a 
loan.” 

Sig Watkin, though, was being nnsinvely 1 
~ .‘ rraining - the best-kept secret I 

vou are not even eoine to kill a than in anv other training area 1 
I I  

rheep,” said Lt Col George 
Klnier. Chief Staff Officer Plans 

that I knuu. of.” 
Lt Col I<ilmcr believrs the Id 

~ 

~ THE population of the Falkland 
~ Islands is a little over 2,000, 

spread over an area two thirds the 
size of Wales. There is one Falk- 
lander to the square mile, !where- 
as in Wales, a sparsely popularcd 
area by British standards, there 
are 248 people to the mile. 

This means the Army can cxer- 
cisc over the vast expanse ofchal- 
lsnging land without much risk of 
upsetting the islanders. The RAF 
also loves it because Tornado 
pilots can enjoy ear-splitting luw- 
level flying, often in conjunction 
with Army exercises, without 

voking storms ofprotest. the range safety rules. A compar 
or platoon here has more space “If you fire a rifle around here, 1 

~ ~ ~~~~~~ 
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1 
and Land Component Camman- 
der at Mr Pleasant. He was 
observing a company-scale exer- 
cisc on the vast Onion Range, 30 
miles from the main base. 

“Nowhere else can a company 
hare this sort of space handed 
over to it, and simply be ordered 
to ‘crack on’. If you stand here 
you can shoot in almost any 
direction and ym’re not breaking 

intensive training is vital to 
morale. “When you come herc, 
you may be miles away from your 
family, but there is this excellent 
training, and few routine duties. 
Even the junior commanders are 
given considerable respunsibili- 
ties and left to get on with their 
jobs. 

“This is one of thc best-kept 
crers in the 1 

~~ ~~~~ ~ ~~~~~~ ~~ 

profligate. He admitted to spending L70 a 
month. 

The Campito Three are not the only ones 
who live in the mountains. The radar sta- 
tions are just as isolated, and somewhat 
higher. But they are much larger bases, and 
life on them is well within the normal mili- 
tary system. 

There is a jokey camaraderie between the 
mountain-tops. Several times during Sol- 
dier’r visit to Campito, the VHF radio crack- 
led into life, and a mock-sinister Brummie 
accent said “We are considerably higher 
than yow.” 

Higher perhaps, but hardly happier. 

‘ THE Falklands are such a 
unique place that. overthe 15 
years British troops have 
been based there, they have 
developed their own vocabu- 
lary. These are some of the 
words and unofficial abbrevi- 
ations that any “fing” (Falk- 
lands New Guy or Girl) needs 
to learn. 

Gozomie bird - RAF Tristar 
Timmy - Tristar passenger 
aircraft 
Tommy - Tristar tanker 
Sydney - Sea King helicopter 
Erlc - Bristow helicopter 
Wokka - Chinwk helicopter 
Blmble - a walk or day out 
from Mt Pleasant 
Blmble box - picnic lunch 
Beasties - PTls or other 

All quiet on the 
southern front 
SGT Dave Aaron of the Rvval Militarr are sworn 111 

Police says that the amount of work 
which he and his 49 tri- 
Service colleagucs face 
varies according tu the 
units that l ~ m ~  hr-en 

the local fori 

m .... . . . .~~  
posted to the Falklands. 

He i s  not prepared tu 
name names, except to say 
that rhc base has been very 
quict sincc A Company, 
1st Battalion, The Royal 
Gurkba Rifles arrived tn 
serve as the rcsident 
infantry company. 

“They’ve got a great Sgt Dave Aaron of the RMP: 
happy reputation, to hare and them here.” in vice charge Police of the joint Ser- 

said the sergeant. who has 
just conipletcd two vears 8s an instruc 

as special cnnstahlcq with 
:e, a measure which gives 
them jurisdiction over the 
scvernl hundred contrac- 
tors employed at  hit 
Pleasanr and the islanders 
who often pass through 
the camp. 

One member of the 
military police unit is prr- 
nianently bascd in Stan- 
ky. 

Thc relationship is 
valucd by the civilian 
Chief of Police, Supcrin- 
tendenr Ken Greenland; 
hardly surprising, consid- 
ering that thc cbicf is him- 
self an ex-RbiP major. 

tor at the ILMP Training Centre in 
Chichcstur. 

While the island is not dry, there art. 
strict controls on drinking. 

No consumption is allowed in the qcv- 
era1 miles of aids corridors (known as 
strccrs) which connect thc accommoda- 
tion blocks, and messes. And nnly beer 
is served in junior ranks’ bars. Cans arc 
sold open so that they cannot he stored. 

Accidrnts on the 40 mile-long, larpc- 
Iy unsurfacsd, road that links the base to 
Port Stanlry are 3 major preoccupation 
for the police, who frequently &se thc 
road if  weather conditions makc it more 
dangcrous than normal. 

Crime is not such a problcm, with the 
emphasis on prevention, and advice on 
security. 

Mr Pleasant policemen and womcn 
need to co-aprratc closely with their 
civilian counterpart.: in Port Stanlry. All - 

as to learn 
dore he Can 
fimble W O  
bhe bondu 

keep-fit people 
tryside Bondu -The Falklands coun- 

FlNG guylgiri - Falkland Islands new 

FOG guY/glfl - Falkland Islands old 

SCOF Officer - Squadron Catenng 

SLOPS Ops (Caterers) - Station Logistics 

Falkland Islanders also have 
their own vocabulary. The 
“camp”, for example, is their 
word for the countryside and 
sheep farming senlements. 

if an islander calls you 
“Che”, consider yourself 
lucky. The word, derived from 
Spanish, simply means 
“mate” or “pal“. 

However, if he or she calls 
you a “When-eye”, it might be 
time to shut  up and shove off. 
That less-than-polite word 
derives from the habit that 
some Service people have of 
talking about their traveis and 
adventures in a rather lofty 
way. For example: ‘When I 
was in Hong Kong . . .I’ or 
“When i was driving tanks in 
the Gulf.. .” 

who liked the Falklands so much that he 

But,  dcspitc the friendship, Sgt Aaron 
is happy that military and civilian units 
police two quite different communities. 
“The gap is good. If we lived ,)n top of 
Stanlcy, we might spuil the town, and 
relations would not he so good. Then 
wc’d really have our work cut out.” 

stayed 011. 

Cops in cuffs: from top Cpl Gary Cocks 
(RAF), Cpl Taff Johnson (RMP) and LWren 
Reg Dawn Paffe test their own klt 
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the Gurkhas’ adv 
horribly efficient. 

explosions echoed susdge 
and orders. Only occasionally wns a shout- 
edphrasepunctuatedwithanEnglishntord 
or two. Usually, the word was ‘fire!”. 

No wonder the Argentines, back in 
1982, dropped their weapons andran from 
the top of Mt William when they realised 
that the men from Nepal were advencing. 

The tough exercise was a reminder that, 
despite high-tech air and naval defences, 
the security of the Islands still relies on the 
traditional SWS of the foot-soldier. It was 
also a nvid remindet that Falklands terrain 
is no easier to traverse than 15 years ago. 

Superior hoots, clothing and webbing in 
the Combat 95 range have given the sol- 
diers better wet-weather prowdon hut the 
often satrugted terrain still makes travel dif- 
ficult, and works against some weapons. 
Mortars, for example, can dig themselves 
deeply into the earth after just a few rounds, 
and the soft earth can also render shell and 
morm bursts relatively ineffective. 

But there is a soft spot of another kind 
which the Gurkhas are quite happy about. 
That is the place they occupy in the feelings 
of the F a l k l d  btmdem. Back in 1962, 

IN THE weak light of a Falklands winter 
morning, the platoon of Gurkhas appeared 
as tiny dots. They moved in a broken line 
through the fields of boulders that are 

I 

dcPmainrhe Mkhnds, hnd becn &sting 
in du bleak and damp environment for 
alamst 24 houn without support or &el- 

“enemy” that had now been withdrawn 
and replaced with sandbagged targets and 

eaes; a wise move, because 

L- 
Soldiers Irom 2 Platoon A Coy, 1 RGR em- horn the cow 

the locals were impressed that men who 
had no connection with the islands, should 
come to their aid. 

Today’s Gurkhas are happy to maintain 

. . . . ,  
the relationship, and have ample OpporN- 
nity to do so when they patrol the huge 
tracts of land between the is 
farming settlements. The foot 
lasting up to a week, me an main Ttn base weeks at Mt into Ples-t. the horn- 
important part of the defen- 
sive strategy, and the troops month tour, OC Mnj Gpvin 
cany live ammunition. O’Keefe was happy about the 

But, almost as important, way his Gurkhas had adapted 
the missions enable the to the Falklands, despite the 
Army to meet people and cold early winter weather. 
reassure them that their free- 
dom is being defended. 

jungle,” he said. “But when According to Lt Deviag 
Gurung, who commands 2 the boys have had an oppor- 
Platoon, the settlement tunity to climatise, we get on 
patrols are the most popular very well anywhere.” 
aspect of the Falklands tour. Well, almost anywhere. 
The welcome at the home- The occasional seaborne 
steads is invariably warm. patrols to the outer islrttwis 
”They give us whatever Me, Gavln o,Keatc: “we get had not gone down at all well 
accommodation they can on very well anywhere,, - “came up” is perhaps a 
pronde, and we sometimes more appropriate phrase in 
help them with farm work.” this context. Gurkhas, it seems, do not like 

More welcome, though, is the Gurkha h p s .  
cooking. “We usually give the Islanders a “The boys go some very funny colours 
meal,” said Lt Gurung. “But if we made and get horrendously seasick,” explained 
our food the way we like it, we might lose a Maj O’Keefe with a sympathetic smile. 
few friends.” Careful control of the curry When asked how the tour has gone, Lt 
powder ensures that relations remam Gurung still sounds a little cautious. “So 
Sweet. far so good,” he said. “We’re enjoying our- 

The four platoons of Gurkhas rotate selves, everyone is very busy and morale is 
rhmugh a senes of key tasks on a weekly high.” 
basis. Apart from settlement patrols, they So long as no one mentions shps, it 
provide a quick-reaction force that is should stay that way. 

SINCE the arrival in the Falk- 
lands of A Company, t st Bat- 
talion. The Royal Gurkha 
Rifles, things have got hotter 
in the ex1ensive kltchens of 
the junior ranks mess at Mt 
Pleasant. 

Not only do the 17 chefs, 
led by WO2 Terry Grantham, 
need to produce three meals 
a day for up to 750 junior 
ranks and civilian staff, and a 
daily evening menu of five 
European dishes. but they 
now also need to give the 
Nepalese soldiers a choice of 
spicy Gurkha curries or bhat. 

Fortunately, the Gurkhas 
took along their own chef, 
who advises those less used 
to preparing Nepalese food. 
A s  a result, the food is so 
good that many non-Gurkha 
members of the mess are 
developing a taste for R. 

The Gurkha challenge is 
just one aspect of the compli- 
cated iqistical operation that 
keeps those in the Falklands 
fed. Most  supplies arrive in 
the Falklands by ship, after a 

1 

Reading from the same kukrl book cnefs Pte Stmon 
Taylor, Sgt Mombphadur ciurung snd R e  Mark Resves 
prepare to teed the junior ranks 
month-long voyage of more order enough of something, 
than 8,000 miles. we’ll make do somehow, but it 

Fresh food, such as fruit could be a nightmare,” said 
and the essential spicy ingre- WO2 Grantham. 
dients of the Gurkha bhat, A (probably apocryphal) 
arrive courtesy of the RAF air story is told around Mt Pleas- 
bridge, while a locally-owned ant that Illustrates Well the 
market garden in nearby way catastrophic cafering 
Stanley provides lettuce, cock-ups can happen. 
tomatoes, cucumbers and Legend has it that an RAF 
peppers: Hercules arrived at Mt Pleas- 

Keeping the massive Mt ant loaded to the roof with soft 
Pleasant larder well-stocked, pink toilet paper, because 
is a major challenge for the someone gave the suppliers 
planners. It means ordering the wrong computer refer- 
supplies almost three months ence number. 
in advance and spending If the story is true (and it is 
around f47.000 each month. a big if), it would be interest- 
”Planning is more important ing to know what the Gurkha 
here than at any other Army hhd +=e& t i b  h ,mu* 
base. If someone doesn’t 



of the 
plumed 
warrior! 
TO USE the word “complatk” 
in the title of any book, let 
alone one about such an illus- 
uious institution, might seem a 
hostage to fortune. 

Authors and editors often 
have to make agonising and 
controversial decisions about 
both the accuracy and the 
inclusion of detail. In a chroni- 
cle of less than 200 pages a- 
taining almosr as many 
illustrations (some from Sd- 
dier) and covering 340 or so 

years, how “complete” this his- 
tory is remains for hers ,  
better qualified, to judge. 

what sets this volume apart 
from others, we are told, is that 
it embraces both the wartime 
and peacetime records of all 
three incorporated regiments 
of The Household Cavalry - 
The Life Guards and The 
Blues and Royals (Royal Horse 
Guards and 1st Dragoons) - 
since its foundation in 1660 a8 
Charles E’s personal mounted 
bodyguard. 

In this age of television and 
tourism, the popdar image of 
th is  corps today is a glamorous 
one, with its high-profile cere- 
monial, musical and equesm- 
an brilliance in the presence of 
the Queen. 

While paying uibute to tha~ 
role, Maj Watson’s well-ordered 
book goes much further, b- 
icling the regiments’ versBfilitg 
and adaptability as Wtiag 

for it”; and that the only 
reigning sovereign since 
1821 not to be Colonel- 
in-Chief was Queen Vic- 

Abow: Household Cavalry Muslwl Rlda marks the launch 
of J N P Wateon’a hlatory ofthe ragiment. R$ht The author, 
who sewed wlth the Blues In Cyprus and the Guards lnde 
pendenr Parachutecompany at Suez 

forces over three centuries, efficiency of the Household toria. She was certainly not 
from Sedgemoor to the Gulf, Cavalry for much of its Ilk”, a amused when her Life Guard 
though overseas duties were circumstance happdy resolved failed to turn out to pay her 
oflenmnstrainedbythedmego. since 1945. compliments one day as she 

Maj Gen Sir Desmond Lan- Despite its avowed compre- drove through The Horse 
gley, a former commander of ben this book is cer- Guards’ Arch. 
the Household Division (who, tainly no dry recitation of The Guard’s punishment, it 
incidentally, lent his consider- events: it is entertaining as well is said, was 100 yem of “Four 
able historical knowledge and as informative. O’ClOCks” - rurning out dis- 
eye for detail to the book’s We learn, for example, of the mounted at 4 pm each day. 
preparation) notes in his intro- inuiguhq Chnsrmas ceremo- The s a t  became such a 
duction that “the conflict ny of Hanging the Brick, car- tourist afaacdon that the 
between the operational and ried out in The Life Guards’ extended sentence is now well 
public duty, or ceremonial, NCOs’ mess; of the adsomat- on the way to its second centu- 
roles was detrimental to the ic origin of “gong bald-headed ry. - CH 

Racing along in the front line of battle 
WITH the millennium creep- Division, who fought with While the text gives only 
ing ever closer - i than maniacal zeal in the battle for condensed versions of the 
1,000 days awuy - y his- Normandy. events it lists, the accounts pro- 
torians have been writing fur- his battles with the Khalifa, 
ously about battles and heroic through to the four-day Yom 
deeds of the past 100 years. Kippur war of 1973 when the 

David Eshel is of this gmup, Syrians attacked Israel. In 
his latest book beingBmwry in between are 21 other accounts, 
Bade: Stories fmm the F m t  including stories of Japanese 
LiW. kamikaze pilots ofthe 1939-45 

It atarts with Kitchener and war and of the 12th SS Panzer 

There are a few pho- 
tographs, including Winston 
Churdrill as a young man at 
Omdunnan and Maj Blondie 
Hasler, leader of the Cock- 
leshell Heroes, whose exploits 
are given nine pages in thi5 
240-page book. 

vide swift, accurate insight for 
readers who are only mildly 
 nou us about military history. 

It is written in a racy, gung- 
ho style, crammed with adven- 
ture and heroism, and zips 
along, which contributes to an 
easy, interestiqg read. - JM. 
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Days of Glory 
Band of the Royal Lancers 
Conductor: Capt D Button ilew Dana, new iory 
THE DISC’S title alludes to the 
Death’s Head Motto - the cap badge of ry, a new regiment with a new march by for Ina is well played by Cpl Andy Craze. 
the regiment, always referred to as The Capt Burton appropriately named Cater- Fss[n’ Free and Lnndy Bugler by the 
Motto, which has Or Glory in a scroll bridge, along with Stable Jacket, another ubiquitous Sammy Nestico, and 80 
beneath it, writes Rod119 Bashford. new regimental march for the QRL by athsctive Corn*h &rnm by David 

The American composer John Cavacas this one-time Lancer, lead to a suitably- Harris, complete this very welcome U&- 
just happens to have h t t e n  a march of titled Salure to G b y  by T W Milford, miliar programme, with the almost oblig- 
that name to give the programme a lively RoarojAnnuur, Lancers’Fad, and The atory setting of Lost f i s t  for band and 
S u ( T t  Galbping Major bugle, this time of course, Cawlry Lasi 

As the first disc of a newly-formed There is theme music from M a d  and post and the Welsh cradle song Suo Gan 
band, the regimental music is rightly MaM, R d y  Ace of Sp’cs, Strike Up The with trumpet. 
~nanaidng,plusafewitemswithper- Band, the Mdway Mauarch by John 
b e n t  titles of a cavalry n a w .  Wa-3 and &mnm’s b a s e  by Nigel 0 Bandleader CD BNA 5137 price f12.60 

The marches of the 9W12th Royal Hess, composer of many TV tunes, this from Sound 6 Plc(ure CO, PO Box 177, 
Lancers, and that of the Dorset Yeoman- one featurmg a piccolo trumpet. A Song Dorking, Surrey, RH5 5FE. 
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T is fascinating to learn that 
flexander the Great was pre- 
ented with annow used in the 
rrojan War 900 years earlier. 
Alexander is said to have 

vom it in battle until it was so 
lamaged it had to be replaced. 
Vaniors of the early medieval 
hansm de emre did not appre- 
iate new weapons. 
“Quite the contrary; often 

he best weapons were consid- 
red to be rhe old ones which 
upposedly had belonged to 
smous heroes now dead.” 
Wat P contrast to today when 
ieapons systems can be out of 
late before they enter service. 
The OxfodIUusmtedHiswy 

f Modern War draws together 
Ndies of conflict since the 

rational History at Keele, 
tarts from the premise: 
Somewhere beween the 16th 
nd 18th centuries an historic 
bange took place in the mili- 
ay power of European states.” 
This collection of 18 chap- 

w by academics from several 
ounmes begins with the defeat 
f the Ottoman besiegers of 
‘ienna in 1683. 
Such a complex work is not 

ght reading. Charles Town- 
hend prepares the ground by 
xplaining how modern war is 
he product of three distinct 
inds of change - administra- 
ive, technical, and ideological. 

A view of the administrative 
sapect since the 17th centuryis 
contributed by John Childs, 
Professor of Military History 
at Leeds University, who takes 
us back to sieges which often 
went on for a very long time. 
The siege of Ostend, for exam- 
ple,lastedfrom 1601 to 1606. 

Campaign admin was always 
bound up with economics and 
in the 17-18th centuries the 
burden of maintaining an army 
was transferred from home- 
land to occupied territory. Prof 
Gilds tells us: “Making war 
pay for war was institution- 

alised by the conuibution 
system which diverted the eco- 
nomic resources of captured 
territories to the support of the 
occupying rroops.” 

The technical aspect of war 
is focused on the rapid acceler- 
ation of scale. The headlong 
race by great powers to deploy 
mcreasingly expensive hard- 
ware has had a profound effect 
on the conduct of war over the 
past 50 years. 

Alan Fmest  of the Universi- 
ty of York says that since 1945 
the concept of total war, whch 
dominated smtegic tbinking 
after 1918, has changed com- 
pletely, due to the creation of a 

narrow military-industrial base 
providing weapons too expen- 
sive to be produced quickly, in 
mass, by industry. 

Martin van Creveld of the 
Hebrew University of Jeruse- 
lem reminds us that since the 
Second World War, out of 100 
conflicts worldwide, most have 
been between political entities 
which were not states, fought 
by forces that cannot be called 
armies, and without the benefit 
of modern weapons. 

Man Forrest encourages us 
to believe that this sort ofpatri- 
otism stems from a revolution 
in 1789 which held out the 
promise of a new order based 
on liberty and equality, and 
that by 1792 launched France 
into a 20-year war, the first 
total war of the modem era, we 
are told. 

The expense of technologi- 
cal sophistication over the past 
50 years means wars are now 
fought by “entities” with more 
or less basic weaponry, and not 
by forces of major states. 

Richard Hdmes, Professor 
of Military and Security Stud- 
ies at Crnnfield University and 
presenter of BBC TV’s War 
Wks, observes that Jean de 
Bueil in the mid-15th century 
LeJouweSnrel proclaimed “It is 
a joyous thing, a war.” 

Perhaps we have come full 
circle back to the time of the 
Crusades. - BJ 

No end to 
a century 
of land 
conflicts 
FIRST picture to greet, if 
that’s the right word, readers of 
George Forty‘s Land Wzfare is 
one showing the remains of a 
Germansoldierinthe 1914-18 

Not a pretty sight, but then 
this encyclopedia covers wery 
war and military event since 
1900, listing facts and figures 
on death and destruction 
throughout the 20th century. 

The 6rst of three sections 
gives a year-by-year account of 
wars, uprisings and ouaages 
from the Boxer Rebdlion of 
1900 to the Oklahoma City car 
bomb ofApril 1995. 

The middle section, which 
makes up the bulk ofthe book, 
is an A to Z of weapons and a 

War. 

survey of the world‘s foremost 
military powers over the past 
100 years. 

Part three contains potted 
biographies of more than 150 
military personalities, starting 
with one Abd el-Krim, an 
French Moroccan par 
leader, through to the Russian 
Marshal Georgi Zhukov. It is 
interesting to note that while 
Gen George Patron of the US 
Army rates 49 lines, our own 
Monty gets balfthat amount. 

What of the future? Col 
Forty doesn‘t hold out much 
hope, listing active terrorist 
groups and sabre-ratding coun- 
uies and their ability to wage 
war. A chilling forecast. - JM 
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AUGUST 
11-31: Last post for the Raj 
exhibttion, Gurkha Museum, 
Winchester. 
1 5  Solders of the Raj special 
exhibition opens at the National 
Army Museum, until 1999. 

Game show looks 
for lively ladies 

9 A N show described as 
"Gladiators meets milltary-themed 
adventure sports" is lwking for 
women soldiers to take part. 

Theyshouldbefltand"upf0ran 
exating day out". WhoDares Wins 
invokes sport and outdoor activi- 
ties such as rockclimblng. abseil- 
ing, parachuting. paint-balling and 
whltewater rafting. A pilot e p d e  
has been shot at the Army School 
of Physml Training in Aldershot. 

Interested in taking part? Ring 
Christina Erwson of Live N on 
0171 293 2390 

Shorncliffe's 
Canadian ties 

9 Canadian soldiers buned in 
Shomdiffe Military Cemetefx at 
Folkestone, were remembered 
when 300 youngsters from 12 
schools on the Channel mast laid 
pastes on graves in a ceremony 
dating back to 1919. 

Suglers from the 5fh Battalron, 
The Princess of Wales's Royal 
Regiment sounded Last Post and 
Rewlle from a ridge high above 
the cemetery. 

At the outbreak of the First 
World War, 40,000 Canadfans 
mined in ihe Folkestone area. 

Reunion marks 
soaraway single 

9 Remember Amazhg 
Once, the alngla released by 
the ~ o y a l  xots Greya to mark 
thelr amalgamation into the 
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards? 
It beMme a world-wide hit end 
sold more than 20 mllllon 
coplea. You may be surprired 
to learn that il all happened a 
quarter of a century ago, 
promptlng e 25th anniversary 
reunlon of thase Involved. The 
dste: July 26; the venue: Queen 
Vlctorla School, Dunblmm. 

Veterans' farewell 
to Charlie Chester 

9 Charlie ChesW, bmadcaster 
and ~orces'cotnedian, was given 
a military sand-off by some of the 
old soidiers who were his most 
awdlisteners. HIS coffin, draped 
in a Union nag, was flanked by 
standardbearers from the Italy 
Starhocration and the Royal 
British Legion on his final journey 
to a crematorium near Canter- 
buy Chester, a wartime favourite 
wnh the Sewices and longhme 
presenter of Radfo 2s Sunday 
Soepbox. died at the age of 83. 

Change of command? 
9 A Belgian soldier running a 

Bnbsh Army WOs' and Sgts' mess 

While HQ ARRC and ARRC 
Support Battalion were deployed 
in Bosnia, the mess beck at head- 
quarters in Rheindahien was run 
by Adjt Chef (RSM) Michel De 
Coster, a member of the Belgian 
Army. A unique occurrence? 
28 
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SEPTEMBER 
6-7: BewickMilitatyTatlw,The 
Barrecks. Bewick-upon-Tweed. 
13-15 Military Survey 250th 
annlvemary, Hermitage. 

OCTOBER 12: Military Historical Society 

annual exhibition, National 
Army Museum. 
2 4  Isle of manet Festival of 
Remembrance. Tickets: 01843 
292862. 

0 To indude public events in 
this diafx m t a c t  the Editor. 

I 

Andy's pot luck 
- .  

Mal Gen Robin Short, Director General Army Medlcal Services, salutes the RAMC mamorlal after unveiling 
it at e drumhead servlce at Keogh Barracks, Aldershot. Gen Short was accompanled by Brlg Martin Daly, 
Represcmtetive Colonel Commandant RAMC, and Moncrlgnor James O'Sulllvan, the corps padre. Pomp, pageantry and clrcum- 

stance at Cambrai Eerrecks, 
Caterlck as soldiers of me 
Queen's Royal Hussars re~elva 
thelr new GuMon from thelr 
Colonel-InChIef, the Queen 
Mother, who was eccompanled 
bytheoukeof Edinburgh. 

The Queen Mother met mam- 
bers of the regiment and old 
comrades whlle Prlnce Phillp, 
Deputy Colonel-In-Chlef, vislted 
the Hussars' atatsof-thbart 
tank park to see thelr ChaC 
lengar maln battle tanks. 
Musk wI8 provided by the 

Band of the Hussars and Llght 
Dragoons. lhe parede was the 
final mark of the QRHs amalga- 
mation whlch took place In 

Gurkha statue takes shape 
Work is well advanced on the statue of a Gurkha soldler to be cast in 
bronze and erected near the Ministry of Defence in Whitehall. 

The figure, a mpy of one sculpted by Reginald Gouiden in 1924 for 
memorials in India (plaured left) , is to be unveiled on December 3 by the 
Oueen to commemorate the GurWna soldiers who have sewed the Crown . ~~~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~~~ 

for the past 182 years. philip Jackson. one oi the UKs leading sculptors, is 
directing the project wim the use of Goulden's original model. 

Tne Gurkha Brigade Association Trust (GEATI set out to raise E250,MX) 

c 

to pay forme statue with013 affecting the fund-raising efforts of the Gurkha 
WeHare Trust which helps those in naed in Nepal. A fifth of the wst is being 
donated by members of the sewing Brigade and by Gurkha Regimental 
Trust Funds. 

~ 

I Awle 
readon. Tusk Force, the UKcharity which fights forthe protection of endan- 
gered wildlife. wishes to send a team of 100 runners to compete in the New 
York Marathon on November 2, and is offering free flights, accommcdatim 
andraceenityinexdange forfl,5Wormorein sponsorship. Lastyear 11 
soldiers from 2 PWRR raised f9,ooO. it's first come, first served, so if you 
wantto knowmore, ring Emma Thornsonon 0181 7438855fora brochure 
orfaxyourdetaiistoheron 0181 7436655. 

Lt Andrew Pettey (above), 8 TA 
nursing Mloer wlth 202 Fleld 
Hospital (Volunteers) based In 
Birmingham, found more than 
he bargslned for whlle ttzzlnlng 
In Glbrahr . . . E2,MK) worth of 
cenneble floating In the sea. 
He apotted the package, 

attached to a buoy, whlla canoe 
ing off the Rock, and told the 
euthorltles. Pollce dlvers w e n  
csllad in to search the area. 

1993. Until now tha mglment 
hsa had two Guldons, one from 
the Quean'a Own Hussars, the 
other from the Queens's Rove1 

lrlsh HusEars. TeMng the SBIUte 
wlth the Queen Mother and Duke 
Is Mal Gen Rirhard Berron, the 
Regimental Colonel. 

r II )YtARS AG 
ioldier, August 1947 

SET FOR THE TOP 
rhere are not many per 
Nho can claim to have I 
:olonels before they I 

subalterns. One of thei 
'rincess Elizabeth, wh, 
:he age of 16 was Colon 
:he Grenadier Guards - 
(ears before she becan 
jecond subaltern in the 
:her ATS rank is now it 
:ommander). 

Scots Guards: Serving and 
former members and families wel- 
come to annual regimental gather- 
ing at Broomhall. Dunfermline, 
Fife, on Sepl 7. Details from Neil 
Crocket on 01383721530or RHQ 
ono171 4143334. 

19 Alr Formatlon Slgnel Regl- 
ment 1943-71: England, India, 
Burma and Singapore. Reunion to 
be held in London on Sept 11. 
Details: Fred Fordyca, 10 Wwd- 
stock PIacB, Edinburgh EH16 
6BE. 

Tunisia. Reunion visit in October 
for veterans of 1942-43 Tunisian 
campatgn to include bamefields 
and cemeteries. Details from 
Oliier Wright, 1 Denham Close, 
Maidenhead, Berks SL6 4RN. 

Martin Whittle booked his pla 
military history . . . by bein! 
last librarian of the British C 
son in Hong Kong. 

MOD librarian Marlin a$ 
for a job in Gibraltar. so w 
iittie surprised to find himself 
"'derably futiher east. Wha 

rived in the mlony in 199 
as responsitdeforfour sep, 

libraris around the garrison, 
two oversea. 

Most of the 80,000 book.. ".. 
his shelves were sold off, 
although a large donation was 

1 made to the Community English 
1 Language Laboratory in Hong 
I Kong, an organisation which pro- 
I moted the learning of English in 
I theterritory. 

WO# and SgW Mesa, 1 Para 
wants to oreate a rogues' gallery 
of past RSMs of No 2 Commando, 
11th SAS, 1st Parachute Battal- 
ion, and 1 Para. Photcgraphs 
(preferably Bin by 811%) or enquiries 
to the PMC, WOs' and Sgts' Mess, 
1st Battalion, The Parachute Reg- 
iment, New Normandy Barracks, 
Eveiyn Wwds Road, Aldershot, 
Hants GU11 2LZ (01252 347640) 
Requests for return of odginal 
photos will be hanoured. 

Georga Snell (ex-Cpl RAOC laun- 
dry), seeks cow of a squadron or 
group photograph of Plant Troop, 
73 Sqn RE, ChrMmaa Island, 
March 1961-March 1962, takan 
at the time. Expenses met. Con- 

Former members of 91 Telegraph 
Operetlng Sectlon 19414,  or 
relatives, sought by J Simpson, 12 
Heatham Park, Twickenham TW2 
7SF, whose father served in unit. 

D Mayhew seeks news of Maj F A  
(Tony) Cronk, last seen as a lieu- 
tenant in 1948-50 when w i n g  
with Gurkha Fd Sqn RE (Tfg), 
then 67 Gurkha Fd Sqn RE, 
Malaya. Replies to 1 Croft Villas, 
Croft Road, Ashford. Kent TN.24 
BAY. 

184 Rly Opr Coy RE personnel 

tact0151 4743440. 

Jock Lythgoe, Frank Guilder, Cpi 
Furmur, Capt Tyell, Frank Shep- 
pard and MT staff sought. Contact 
L Swlndale on 01 283 538322. 

H Haworth seeks news of Alma 
Carsawell. enlisted ATS (Pay 
Corps) and transferred 1944 to AA 
battery at St Ethel Bergs Schocl, 
Harrogate. Replies to 01252 
372777. 

any ex-APTC instructors living in 
the North East (York) Branch 
catohment area of Yorkshire, 
Northumberland, Durham, Der- 
byshire and Nottinghamshire who 
have not been contacted by me 
corps for any length of time are 
asked to get in contact wml Capt 
(Retd) ~ocky Holling, Hammers- 
iey House, 27 Blenheim Road, 
Bamsley S70 6BA (tel 01226 
207046). 

29 

YEARS AGO 
1 FromSoldieer, August 1972 

LANDSLIDE RESCUE 
Sappers from 54 Support 
Squadron RE and Irish 
Guardsmen serving in Hong 
Kong moved in to help local 
fire authorities following a 
series of landslides in the 
colony caused by a 30in 
deluge of rain in the space of 
three days. Many deaths and 
I 

Lleutenant Colonels: AF B Ash- RLC -To RCDS. Aug 18; P J Nor- 
brwke KRH-To HQ SFOR, Sept rington-Davies RRW - To BMM 
19; J J S Boume-May, Coidm Gds SANG, Oec 4; K K W Parsons, R 
-To HQ Land, Aug 16; B A J Bur- Signals - To SANGCOM, Dec 4; I 
nett REME - To MOD. June 30; K E Prosser AGC - To HQ MuRi- 
R GilliesRS-To BMMSANG, Apr national Division (SW), July 21; P 
2,1998; R E L  Hodges, Kings-To J Ren KOSB-TO BMM SANG, 
HQ ATRA, Aug 1; E W Marvin Nov6. 

TWENTY-FIVE veterans of the First World war, aged 
between 99 and 108, made a pilgrimage to commemo- 
rate the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Passchendaeie. 
They also attended a service at the Dover War Memori- 1 al, where the Army was represented by Brig David 
Godsal, commander of the DoverlShomciiffe Garrson. 



etched itself so deeply on the 23-year-old‘s 
mind that he alludes to it with reluctance, 
and only briefly, in the book. 

Travelling through occupied Germany, 
he and a Royal Air Force colleague from 
APIS drove into the huge barracks at the 
airfield on the heath outside Luneburg and 
set up their tents: the last stop, they were 
convinced, before Berlin. 

“One morning, we decided to visit a 
camp which had just been abandoned by 
the Germans,” Bogarde writes. 

“Apparently it was a vast place, and my 
friend felt certain he would find a pair of 
Zeiss Ikon binoculars there. The few Ger- 
mans who remained were, apparently, 
unarmed. I said I’d go with him, to see if I 
could get some jackboots. I rather fancied 
myself in a pair.” 

The two men had no other reasons for 
going, apart from the fact that Bogarde’s 
colleague had “liberated” a very smart pale 

erev Cinoen car WO davs 

erated the civilian camps, got rid of the bes- 
tial Japs, and settled down to ‘holding the 
ring’ during the revolution, I opened the 
Old Man’s mail,” Bogarde recounts. 

One item was an invitation to a fancy 
dress party at the Curaqao Club to cele- 
brate the liberation. It was to be a masked 
ball, and the general was implored to spend 
a few moments ofhis “precious” time judg- 
ing the costumes. 

Bogarde knew that, since he “hated all 
that kind of nonsense”, the senior soldier 
would refuse out of hand, but the general’s 
secretary said she was certain he would 
adore it. It would be “colourful, amusing, 
and make a break for him.” 

In the event, Capt van den Bogaerde was 
duly ordered to go and represent hm, with 
a note of apology and a case of whisky. 

Violence 
“I was not at all pleased about this,” the 

actor says. “The island seethed with barely 
suppressed violence. From landing in Java 
in September 1945 until the end of Octo- 
ber 1946, we lost 1,377 men in my division, 
and this was supposed to be peacetime. 

“So it was right to be slightly alert 
during a jeep journey through the night, 
even within the perimeter, to judge a 
bloody masked ball. I bad no choice but to 
go: orders are orders, and my general was a 
tough nut.” 

He did suggest, however, that Boga- 
rde took a “mate” to provide “cover- 
ing fire” if need be, so Bruce Barker, 
who worked in the office next to him, 
was delegated. 

The club was a fair distance out of town, 
but within the perimeter, so Bogarde felt 
fairly secure. On arrival, a record was play- 
ing at full blast through a Tannoy system as 
they swung the jeep round on the forecourt 
and stopped. 

“A hurrying crowd of oddly dressed 
people, harlequins, bullfighters, devils and 
so on, came tearing down the steps of the 
club, arms waving, cheers ringing. They 
were all in extraordinarily beautiful and 
complex masks. 

“A tall man, apparently our host, 
dressed in flowing robes of red and gold 
shimmering in the night shook us by the 
hands, and asked where the general was. I 
explained, offering the wrapped case of 
whisky and the note. If there was a change 
in the man’s expression, it was impossible 
to see, because he was masked as some 
Indonesian god or something.” 

The host smes ted  that the two men fol- 

Bogarde, one of the British “I WAS late for D-Day”, Dirk Bogarde 
writes. “I landed at D+4 or 5 
ting across because, to everyone’s appalled 
horror, a day or two before the whole oper- 
ation was to eventually start, it was discov- 
ered that the 21st Panzer Division had 
moved east of Caen. 

“That was a bit too near, and no one had 
any idea if the information was correct. It 
was part of my job to try and look through 
piles of earlier photographs of the area to 
see when these unexvected German tanks 

ent to Le Cateau 
rick to join the R 

guns they had and whichterrified us, with 
good reason. This took days. By the time 
they had been traced, only a few days 
before the landings, and in scattered array- 
not in formation but bivouacked under 
trees and in barns in the area ~ my col- 
leagues had taken off for war.” 

The mess at Odiham, Hampshire, the 

Iligence) section at 
Buckinghamshire. 

Is some of his wartime 

had arrived. 
“Also. to check for sims of the 88mm 

airfield where he was working 
and from which he was wait- 
ing to be flown across the 
Channel to join them, was 
deserted. 

On the night of Monday, 
June 5, just afier midnight, 
Bogarde heard “the distant 
roar of a thousand, thousand 
planes begin to fill the sky.” 

Four or five days later, he 
was bundled, with his pho- 
tographs of the area, and his 
handgrip, on to a Dakota, sit- 
ting in “hunched, amazed 
silence” as he saw a great 
plume of black smoke over 
Caen, and watched the ships 
below ~ “an armada in 
dismay and disarray” -before 
the plane “crashed, clattered, 
bounced and skidded” alone 

iarfier, and felt that “a run 
would be fun”. 

“We had a map, but 
strangely enough the Ger- 
mans had never feared an 
invasion as we in England 
had. We’d removed all our 
signposts. They had left 
theirs intact. We gratefully 
followed the black and 
yellow signs to Bergen- 
Belsen. Where we lost our 
boyish laughter forever,” 
Bogarde recalls. 

With a year still to expire 
on his demob number, and 
being a specialist, the future 
Rank star found himself 
being dispatched to India in 
1945 and, the followingyear, 
to BaNia as a “draft of one”. 

Dirk Bogarde: actor, author, soldler 

and a small table. The two men began to 
drink a Scotch apiece, as, through the 
closed door, the music roared even louder. 

It was getting stiflingly hot, the windows, 
on examination, were locked and the shut- 
ters bolted. The door to the ballroom was 
also locked, the key still in the lock at the 
other side. 

“I suddenly got a sweep of fear. A 
panic attack. ‘Let’s get out,’ I said. 
We did, by Bruce chucking the little 
marble-tODDed tahle through the 

was then that Bogarde remembered he had 
left his cap in the room. 

On returning to the general’s heavily- 
guarded palace, Bogarde found him sitting 
at his desk and found to his astonishment 
that his chief was not at all surprised about 
the goings-on. He explained that it was all 
probably a set-up job to kidnap him and 
hold him to ransom: it had been vaguely 
rumoured in Intelligence for a month. 

The following morning, the general’s 
secretary appeared at the open door to 
Bogarde’s office, rummaged in her bag, 
and threw his cap on his desk. . . 

Coming back to London after complet- 
ing his service, Bogarde signed a contract 
with Rank, enjoying a highly successful film 
career before settling in France for 20 years 
until his eventual r e m  to the capital. 

Given a leading actor who could match 

, .  
- 

the metal landing strip pre- The next job on his 
pared by the ~~~~l ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Dirk Bogarde’s war-time military ID card the pressed daisy is one he picked agenda, he was certain, was 

He dug himself a slit- from the lawns of Dover Castle on his way to take the ship to Calais in 1944 join the others who had 
trench and rigged up a tent on the edge of a cerned with whatever information I bad to already started work on Operation Zipper: 
road at Sommervieu. During the night, he impart to the Brigade Intelligence Officer the fall of Singapore. “So I’d be in the war 
and his colleagues were strafed by aircraft at the next destination.” for quite a while yet.” 
aiming at the landing smp and surround- Without warning, there was an His journey from Liverpool to Bombay 
inn Dlanes. “almizhtv roar” and the ieev ahead blew aboard the camouflaged Carthaze and his _. 

‘<One moment the cahn, the rules 
and regulations of Odiham airfield 
meals in the mess, towels in the 
washrooms, a telephone for picking 
up, flowers on the tables, and 60 min- 
utes later one was crouched in the 
d y  wails of a d e n  ruad praying 
to nwp 

- .  
up, sending shards, a wheel, and smoke, 
flame and dust into a ball of confusion. 

Moving too fast, or not thinking fast 
enough to be able to stop, Bogarde and the 
driver crashed into the tnrmoil. He remem- 
bers someone shouting “Mines!”, then 
falling over a bank into a field, blood cover- 
ing his hands and face. 

In a ninhtmarish scene. a “ramwed 

subsequent escapades in Inteiligence in 
India are recalled in the book. 

Bizarre 
But a bizarre experience in Java best 

describes the hazards of his chosen military 
career. It was a lesson which his father 
drummed into him as a child which stuck 
with him. and mid dividends: “Ohserve. 

window, &en I unbolted th; shutters.” 

Without a word, the pair ran “like bats 
out of hell” for the jeep, as a tumble of 
people came racing down the steps of the 
club shouting and waving their arms. 

“Someone fired a shot,” Bogarde contin- 
ues. “It was a crimson Very light, which 
arced gratefully above us and crashed into 
the trees. We raced and bounced down the 
drive, shrieked left OD to the mortar- 

his reputation, hi; wartime activities have 
all the makings of a fihn in themselves. 
Now sadlv laid low bv the aftes-etka of 

lowed him to-; private room ont of the 
h m e  for a drink, while the "marshals" got 



Packing in Sek Kong memories 
IN the final part of your Hong 
Kong farewell series which fea- 
tured Sek Kong I was surprised 
to see no mention of what was a 
unique unit, 81 Company 
RASC (Pack Transport). 

I was there when it was first 
formed as a troop towards the 
end of 1949 with British offi- 

Pte Soeakman VC 
Contrary to Ken Forsylh's letter 
(July 7), Re Williarn Speakman 
was not KOSB attached to The 
Black Watch when he  won his Vic- 
toria Cmss on Nov 4,1951. 

Pte Speakman joined The Black 
WatchonAug10.1945andseNed 
with the 1st Battalion for six months 
in 1946 beforegoingtoTriestefora 
year. He returned to the 1st Battal- 
ion, The Black Watch until he went 
to Korea with a large number of 
volunteers. 

He seNed there with The Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders until 
they left Korea, when he was 
attached to The King's Own Scot- 
tish Borderers. 

He rose to the rank of sergeant 
and left the KOSB in 1969. At pre- 
sent he is living in South Africa. - 
Lt Col C 0 0 Hogg, Regimental 
Secretary, RHQ, KOSE, Eerwick- 
upon-Need. 

cers and NCOs and Hong 
Kong other ranks. After six 
horses were taken on from the 
Hong Kong Jockey Club, the 
first consignment of 50 mules 
arrived from Australia early in 
1950. 

Most had barely seen a 
human before they were round- 
ed up in the bush and shipped 
to Hong Kong. After a second 
batch from Australia, the unit 
was made up to company 
strength of about 120 by a draft 
from Pakistan. These had been 
bred for the Pakistan Army, 
handed from foaling and were 
much less of a problem to break 
and train. 

One particular memory 1s of 
recruiting other ranks in vil- 
lages in the New Territories. 
We sat at a table in the village 
hall and on the wall behind us 
were two portraits, side by side: 
one of King George VI and the 
other of Chairman Mao. ' 

Apparently the local Chinese 
were hedging their bets. 

The company was still at 
Sek Kong when I left in 1952 
but later moved to Lo Wu, 
where I was able to make a 
short visit in 1964 while sta- 
tioned in Singapore. It was 
finally disbanded in 1975. - 
Maj (Retd) R A  Hill, Melton 
Mowbray. 

Life with the 
THANKS for the series of fas- 
cinating articles on the with- 
drawal from Hong Kong. 

Of particular interest was the 
piece Ody 7) on the Volunteers. 
I was posted to Hong Kong in 
1975 as a UK-based civil ser- 
vant in the MOD and, having 
served in the Territorial Army 
in the UK, wanted to continue 
some sort of military service. 

I enlisted in the RHKRO 

Vo I u n t ee rs 
and was privileged to serve for 
two very happy years, first as a 
trooper and subsequently as a 
corporal in Training Squadron. 

I was one of the few expatri- 
ates to serve as an other rank at 
the time, bu t  very much 
enjoyed the experience and 
the opportunities to see parts 
of the New Territories not nor- 
mally accessible. - Ian Wilder, 
Farnborough. 

Service numbers 
Regarding the correspondence 
on numbers, the 1942 introduc- 
tion of the eight-digit numbers is 
interesting. I enlisted in 1941 and 
had a regimental number 
2991964 (A and SH) when we 
started to get recruits with the 
new eight-digit 1400-pius num- 
bers. They were known to a11 as 
the Two O'clock Soldiers. - Maj 
P H Bolton, Military Knights of 
Wlndsor, Windsor Castle. 

Nazi saboteurs 
I agree with your correspondent 
(July 7) about piano wires 
stretched across the roads. It 
happened to one of our despatch 
riders in the Sennelager area , 
and, as luck would have it, no 
serious damage was caused. 

One of the worst things were 
the girls who spread VD among 
the troops. At one stage hospi- 
tals were so full that a convent 
was used. Another mystery to 
me and my colleagues at the 
time was how our vehicles were 
robbed on the stretch from 
Cologne to Bonn, despite the tar- 
paulins being tied down. Clever 
thieves. - P Eeaton, Clacton- 
on-Sea. 
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Competition No 664 (June 23 issue): First correct entry 
drawn was from Mr B Mear, of Yeovil, Somerset, who wins 
f50. Book prizes go to runners-up Maj (Retd) W S Hudson. 
of BTC. BFPO 805, and Mr Stephen Gallagher, of Old Kil- 
patrick, Glasgow. The ten differences were: top of lorry 
tank; tree to leflof house; steering wheel; headlight; letter 
N; right-hand runner's eyebrow; back of lorry; runner 2's 
right hand and left leg; shadow in road. 
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Packing in Sek Kong memories 
IN the final part of your Hong 
Kong farewell series which fea- 
tured Sek Kong I was surprised 
to see no mention of what was a 
unique unit, 81 Company 
RASC (Pack Transport). 

I was there when it was first 
formed as a troop towards the 
end of 1949 with British offi- 

Pte Soeakman VC 
Contrary to Ken Forsylh's letter 
(July 7), Re Williarn Speakman 
was not KOSB attached to The 
Black Watch when he  won his Vic- 
toria Cmss on Nov 4,1951. 

Pte Speakman joined The Black 
WatchonAug10.1945andseNed 
with the 1st Battalion for six months 
in 1946 beforegoingtoTriestefora 
year. He returned to the 1st Battal- 
ion, The Black Watch until he went 
to Korea with a large number of 
volunteers. 

He seNed there with The Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders until 
they left Korea, when he was 
attached to The King's Own Scot- 
tish Borderers. 

He rose to the rank of sergeant 
and left the KOSB in 1969. At pre- 
sent he is living in South Africa. - 
Lt Col C 0 0 Hogg, Regimental 
Secretary, RHQ, KOSE, Eerwick- 
upon-Need. 

cers and NCOs and Hong 
Kong other ranks. After six 
horses were taken on from the 
Hong Kong Jockey Club, the 
first consignment of 50 mules 
arrived from Australia early in 
1950. 

Most had barely seen a 
human before they were round- 
ed up in the bush and shipped 
to Hong Kong. After a second 
batch from Australia, the unit 
was made up to company 
strength of about 120 by a draft 
from Pakistan. These had been 
bred for the Pakistan Army, 
handed from foaling and were 
much less of a problem to break 
and train. 

One particular memory 1s of 
recruiting other ranks in vil- 
lages in the New Territories. 
We sat at a table in the village 
hall and on the wall behind us 
were two portraits, side by side: 
one of King George VI and the 
other of Chairman Mao. ' 

Apparently the local Chinese 
were hedging their bets. 

The company was still at 
Sek Kong when I left in 1952 
but later moved to Lo Wu, 
where I was able to make a 
short visit in 1964 while sta- 
tioned in Singapore. It was 
finally disbanded in 1975. - 
Maj (Retd) R A  Hill, Melton 
Mowbray. 

Life with the 
THANKS for the series of fas- 
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Of particular interest was the 
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1975 as a UK-based civil ser- 
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Qusuty msLcn of BritLh Army, Air 
Foxes and Nwy badges, regimmml 

&n aests  and mil~tary badges. 
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ca&puc: TopngZ Indumes, 211414 
Msjidpun, Sidkm, Pakima. Fay 
0092 432 588547. I M I  

LIMITED B D m O N  PRINTS 
AVAUABLi3: Royd M.nnss Land 
S.n Carlrrs, Mess Meeting WE& 
Tubal, OPP GRAFTL& Bosnia - 
signed by D Ravlpnds &42.00 ind 

bbiham, 50 Sqleton Close, London 
FRHE BOOK CATALlXiUE - 
Military, shwdng, 6 e S d d  outdwr 
s w d ,  mamal pw and much more. 
Send to: Outdooreman's Bookstore, 
Unit 27, Monument Industrial Park, 
Chalgmm, olon OX44 W or 
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Paddlers 
on rough 

On-form n i i i i y  iiuiu 

on to golf 
tronhv Stu 

water ride takes BEAUTIFUL weather, a well- 
prepared course and strong 
opposltion awaited the Army 
and Royal Air Force teams at 
Sennelager (British Army) 
Golf Club at the Rover-spon- 
sored Inter-Sarvlcea (Ger- 
many) championships. 

Hoidlng a 5 3  lead from the 
first day, the Army dropped 
the first two singles matches 
on day two before fightlng 
back to start the flnal sesslon 
with a one-point lead. mal 
went on to retain the trophy 
with a closely-conteated 
1 O‘lr9‘b victory. 

DAYS of torrential rain ensured 
that even the most experienced 
paddlers at the Army canoe 
slalom championships were 
faced with a severe challenge. 

The Tryweryn at Bala, north 
Wales, was at its highest for ten 
years, providing exceptional 
white-water conditions. 

A high incidence of missed 
gates and competitors failing 
to complete the course were an 
indication of the conditions. 
The torrent eased slightly for 
the Canadian doubles and unit 
team events, but the continued 
failure of paddlers to finish the 
course marked this down as a 
championships that will be 
remembered for many years. 

The winners of the Canadi- 
an doubles title, Maj Colin 
Calderwood, from the Royal 
School of Artillery, and Maj 
Paul Hepworth, serving at the 
Army School of Catering, have 
been invited to join the Eng- 
land squad after a series of 
excellent results in major civil- 
ian events. 

GB title 
INTERNATIONAL uiathlete 
and duathlete SSgi Stu Din- 
woodie (47 An Despatch Sqn 
RLC) recorded an outstanding 
victory at the British national 
uiathlon championships at 
Ellesmere, Shropshire. 

Wet, windy and cold weather 
conditions were far from ideal 
for the one-mile swim in Mere 
Lake, 25-mile cvdo ride and 

d 0 WO2 Dave Rolli 
Signal Squadron) won the 21-35 
age class in the British orienteer- 
ing championships. 

0 Details of an Army downhill 
mountain bike weekend in Sep 
tember are available from LCpl Jim 
Hatton on Marchwood (727) 8342. 

0 The Armed Sewices Masters’ 

Mala Colln Calderwood and Paul Hepworth winning the Canadian 
doubles event. Both have been invited to join the national rquad 

Results 
Men’s kayak, 2nd Lt Pete Fran- 

cis (AGC(ETS), AAC Arborfieid). 
Canadian singles, Maj Paul Hep- 
worth (RLC, Sch of Catering). 
Women’s kayak, Capt Ciaire 
Foxiey (AGC(ETS), HC! 24 AB 

Bde). Veterans’ kayak, SSgt 
Shane Wright (R Signals, 14 Sig 
Regt). Canadian doubles, Maj 
Colin CalderwoOd (RA, RSA) and 
Mal Hepworth. Unit team, 5 Regi 
RA (Sgt Tony Harris, Sgt Duck 
Dunne and LBdr Daz Hall). 

sw.mming competition IS to be 
heia on oct 3 Delais Ll Col (Retd) 
C J Scolcher on 01865 273015 

On track to doum delight I 1 

lOkm run, and Dinwoodie, 
competing in the 35-39 year 
age group, was up against sev- 
eral contenders for the world 
championships in Australia 
later this year. 

But he started with a person- 
al best of 21 minutes in the 
swim, followed by a sub-6Omin 
cycle and a run time of 36min, 
a performance good enough to 
give him the national title by 
just 40 seconds over his nearest 
rival. 

The Army mathlons are 
being held in conjunction with 
the London marhlon on Sep- 
tember 21, and any military 
personnel who want to enter 
should contact WO2 Charles 
Jenkins? Was’ and Sgts’ Mesa, 
RAF Brampon, Hnntingdon, 
Cambs PE18 8QL. 

THERE was double joy for 
Army athletes at the Inter-Ser- 
vices, held at HMS Terneraire in 
Portsmouth. The men’s team 
retained their title with a nail- 
biting win over the powerful 
Royal Air Force squad, while 
the women hished comfort- 
ably ahead of their opposition. 

The men’s event was decid- 
ed in the h a l  relays, run in 
drenching rain, with the Army 
--(*AyMW P 

Mnn 
1Wm: 1, Pie Thomas, 10.93s~; 2 

LCpl Nolan, 11.04sec. 2wm: 1, Sgl 
Vincent, 22.07sec; 2, Pte Thomas, 
22.11~0~; 4Wm: 1. LCpi Noian, 
4 7 . 2 1 ~ ~ ;  3, Sgt Blade. 49.99sec.. 
8Wm: 3, Cfn Rayner, imin 56.26~0~; 
4. OCdt Mayo, 157.57. 1,SWm: 2, 
OCdt Mayo, 4min 0 5 . 2 9 ~ ~ ~ ;  6, Cpl 
Cain, 4:10.31. 5,MN)m: 1, Cpl Shep- 
herd, 14min 39.11sec; 3, Spr Rankin, 
14:57.29. 

110m hurdkx 2, Cpl Tomkinson, 
14.98sec; 4. Maj Gyow, 16 .36~~~ .  
4wm hurdla: 2, Cpl Beaumont, 
54.55sW; 5. Spr Beicher, 59.249ec. 
3,WOm sleepinchase: 1, Cpl Palmer, 
9min 23.896~~; 2, Cpl Hawood, 
926.91. 

4x100 “lay: 1, Army, 41.858~. 
4X4Wm relay: 1. Army, 3min 
19.03s~. 

winning both lOOm and 400m 
baton races to edge just four 
pomts clear of the RAF, 169 to 
165, with the Royal Navy back 
on 50. 

Victory for the Army women 
was already assured before the 
relays, but their dominance 
was confirmed by excellent 
wins in both the lOOm and 
400m. It meant they had 
regained a championship con- 

-1 

down on her own personal 
best. 

Sgt Michelle McBride broke 
the Army women’s 40Om hur- 
dles record with a time of lmin 
05.86 while finishing second. 

Unusually, the champi- 
onships, sponsored by Johnson 
Controls, were hosted by the 
Army at Portsmouth because 
the track at the military stadi- 
um in Aldershot was due to be 
renovated. It will be ready for 
next season. 

Maj (Retd) Peter Lyons, sec- 
retary of the Army Athletics 
Association, said “Basically, 
we won the championships on 
the track. We knew that if it 
came down to the relays we 
would win; we were cod-  
dent.” 

He was full of praise for the 
support given to the champi- 
onships by the Royal Navy. 
“They couldn’t have been 
more helpful,” he said. 

The Inter-Service trophies 
were presented to the two team 
captains, Sgt Alvin Walker and 
SSgt SteffPaul. 

ceded to the RAF last year. 
Despite less than ideal con- 

ditions, Sgt Sue Sharp betrered 
the Inter-Services 5,000m 
record with a new best time of 
17min 43.01sec. The only 
other I-S record to fall on the 
day also went to a member of 
the Army women’s team, Re 
Donita Benjamin, who extend- 
ed the long jump record by 
12cm to 5.92m, stil l  30cm 

1wm hurdle% 2, sgt Paul, 
17 .03~;  3, Cap1 McKinney-Bennen, 
19 .29~~ .  uwhn hudla: 2, Sgl 
McBlide, lmin05.86sec(Armyrrd); 
3, Capt McKinney-Etannett, 
1:06.76~. 

4x100 relay: 1. Army, 50.47sec. 
4 x m m  rnlay: 1. Army, 4min 
13.rnW. 

Javelln: 3, LCpl Rigg, 34.62m; 4, 
OCdtHemmlngs, 33.74m. hslump: 

Hammar: 3, cpl Gsorge. a.92m; 4. 
Sgt Dobson, 36.92m. Javelin: 1. WO2 
Mullen, 63.32m; 3, Cpl Oliver, 55.96m. 
Poin VeUB 3, Maj Gyow, 4.10m; 4, 
SSgt Killen, 3.60m. Long jump: 2, Sgt 
Walker, 7.16m; 4, Mal Gyow, 6.61m. 
Shot: 2. Cpl Wiseman, 14.90m: 3, SSgl 
Kiilen, 13.49m. nlgh jump: 2. Cpl 
Pearce. 1.9Qm; 3, Sgt Oahss, 1.9Om. 
Triple jump: 1, Sgl Walker, 15.26m; 4, 
Sgt Oakes. 13.53m. DIIKUS: 2, Cpl 
Wiseman. 46.10m; 4, SSgt Kilien. 
39.68m. 

Women 
1Wm: 1. PteBenjamin, 12dlsec:5. 

Pie Hannah. 13.70s~. 2Wm: 1, Sig 
Michaiska, 26.25s~; 5, Sig McKenzie, 
28.67sec: 400m: 1, Sig McKenzie, 
lmin W.5sec; 3, Sgt McBride, 1:02.31. 
BWm: 1, Sig Morris, 2mIn 20.8Osec; 3, 
Cln Hawkins. 224.00. 1,mm: 1, sig 
Morris. 4min 59.05~0~: 2, Cfn Hawkins, 

Pte Jam Warboys 

So far, so first for Jane 
Jane Warboys won the the line just four minutes 

behind the fastest male com- 
petitor after a 250m Swim, 
l o b  cycle ride and 51rm run. 

The 19-year-old ammuni- Now she plans to take athletics 
seriously and has joined the 
local Banbury Harriers club. 

gold medal at her first attempt 
at a mathlon when she entered 
the 5 Division championships. 

tion storeman, currently sew- 
ing at BAD Kineton, crossed 
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1. f i e  Benpmin, 5 92m (IS record), 4. 
Cnpl Carpenter, 4 67m. ShM 2. CaPl 
Mmm 1027m 3 PteBefehon 973m 

RIslng star: Cpl Keeley HendersonJames (AGC(RMP)) shows the 
form that earned her Combined Services basketball colours this 
season. A squad instructor at the Royal Mllltary Police Training 
School, Chichester, HendemonJames has played for the Army for the 
past flve years. Earlier thls summer she was In the Army side which 
beat the Royal Navy convincingly but lost 47-49 to the Royal Alr Force. 
40 

. ~ .  
n&h jump: 1, s ~ g t  Paul, i.&m; 2, 
SgtGllchrisl ,  1.56m. Rbln lump: 1, 
Ssg Paul, 10.19m: 2. Capt Carpenter, 
9.73m. DIncua: 1, CplTeny, 39.96m: 2, 
Sig Read. 34.82m. 



Army batallon 3 RWF from 
Wraxham third and 1 QLR 
fourth. The first four will take 
part In the Cyprus event. 

There was e disappointing 
entry, wlth just 13 teams run- 
ning end marching the 4Dmlle 
course. Contenders set off 
from Neascliffe tralnlng camp 

early In the morning and had to 
find nine checkpoints on e 
route that twk them as far 
south as the Stlperstones, 12 
mllea away. 

The ram was organlsed by 
Shrewsbury-based HO 5th 
Dlvislon and 174 Provost Com- 
pany RMPIrom Donnlngton. 

SOLDIERS from 7 Parachute 
Regiment RHA teamed up to 
wln the punlshlng Land Com- 
mand Walkabout In the Shrop 
shlre hllle and qualify for the 
gruelling Inter-Semlce Cyprus 
Walkabout In October. 

Southampton UOTC finished 
a close second, wfth Terrltorlal 

7 R  IA 

!l ei Dramatic sea battle ends 
in triumph for Army team I r(-- - rrT-7 I d  =E= J , I ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ \ T .  

Provides emergency all weather cover in minutes 
IJ 

I WE WILL TAILOR GAKE~JNITS TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS I ONE ofthe most dramatic and 
challenging Services offshore 
regattas for years ended with 
the Army taking many of the 
honours, including the overall 
team trophy. 

Very heavy stormy seas in the 
main leg, the overnight off- 
shore race from Gosport to 
Guernsey, stretched the sailing 
skills of the amateur sailors to 
the limit. When the race ended 
in the early hours of the mom- 
ing, 11 of the 34 competitors 
had retired or failed to finish. 

One yacht, the l‘arzhia, skip- 
pered by Lt Col Andy Ander- 
son, had to call for the 
Alderney lifeboat when she 
was hocked over near the 
Casquets and three of the crew 
went overboard briefly. Two 
suffered mild hypothermia and 
a third received slight injuries. 

The craft, attached to the 
Royal Artillery Yacht Club, 
sprung a leak and was towed 
into Alderney by the lifeboat. 

Early in the race, Flnshlight, 
a Royal Navy yacht, retired 
when she lost a mast and 
briefly had a man overboard. 
And Kudu Nsanga, represent- 
ing an Army field ambulance 
unit, called the Coastguard 
when she lost her rudder. 

Lt Jeanette Critchell injured 
her arm when she was thrown 
across the cockpit of the small 
Cdliotrr, entered by the Adju- 
tant General’s Corps. 

Maj Leslie Coney, the Royal 
Ocean Racing Club member of 
the regatta series committee, 
said the fact no major injuries 
or losses were sustained in 
such taxing conditions showed 
that safety procedures had 
worked well. 

“We have an excellent rela- 
tionship with the Coastguards. 
They have worked exuemely 
hard on our behalf. We must 
also thank the lifeboat crew 
f?om Alderney,” he said. 
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Above: Mej Nick Bate and (right) Radcost, whlch plcked up Class hon- 
ours, plctured In calmer seas than those experienced In the ram 

The imaginative decision to 
present the award for out- 
standing seamanship to the 
crew of the Alderney lifeboat 
was widely applauded at the 
presentations in Guernsey. 

This year’s event was organ- 
ised by the Army Sailing Asso- 
ciation for the Joint 
Association of Service Yacht 
Clubs. The Army, Royal Navy 
and Royal Air Force entered 
teams in all three divisions and 
many units and individuals 
entered craft in a range of 
classes. 

Prizes were presented by 
Gen Sir Michael Walker, C-in- 
C HQ Land, recently appoint- 
ed Admiral of the ASA. He 
reminded people that, with 

300 competitors, the offshore 
regatta was one of the largest 
pi-Service events in the sport- 
ing calendar. He also praised 
the quality of seamanship in 
the conditions. 

One of the happiest men at 
the gathering was Maj Ben 
Archer, captain of the Army 
team and skipper of Kukri, the 
Army’s largest team boat entry. 
As well as the main Inter-Ser- 
vices team trophy, he and his 
crew also won two race hon- 
ours. 

It was never easy for Kukrr. 
“We arrived at the roughest 
part of the course at the rough- 
est time. Water was washing up 
from the well all over the deck. 
Maj Archer described the seas 

as the worst he had ever been in. 
Redcoat, the British Army’s 

medium-sized Sigma 38 racing 
yacht, picked up class honours, 
when, under skipper Maj Nick 
Bate, it was the 6rst Sigma 
across the line. 

First home, after about 16 
hours, was one of the smaller 
class enmes, Kingfiher, skip- 
pered by Lt Col David Peer- 
less, commander of the 
Support Service at HQ 4th 
Division in Aldershot. He 
described the race as the 

1 

biggest he had won in a lietime 
of sailine. WHEN YOU NEED INSTANT COVER, ERECTED I \  SECONDS WIlICH IS LlGHT 

YET STRONG, FLEXlBLC YET ROBLST & \ D  DOESV’T INCREASE 1N WEIGHT 
WHEN WET, YOU’LL FIND AIRESHtLri \  7~HE l D E A l ~  SOLUTION II 

Speclal trophies: Holroyd Smith 
Trophy for special merit, Steve 
Shaw, coxswain, Alderney 
lifeboat. Camper and Nichoison 
Trophy, Kukri (Maj Ben Archer). 
Victoria Marine Trophy, Rapana 
(Cdr Mike Shrives RN). ASA Boat 
Cup, Placuna (SSgt Paul Ander- 
son). Braganza Cup, Sea Nymph 
(Lt Cdr Langrishe RN). 
Northshore MG 346 Trophy, Spirit 
Of Daedaius (Lt Phi1 Cogdell RN). 

Dlvlsional: 1A (large racing) - 

1, Kukri(Sultan of Jahore Trophy); 
2, Lord Portal, skipper Sqn Ldr 
Tony Chilvers RAF (ASA Trophy). 
2A (medium racing)- 1 ,  Redcoat, 
Maj Nick Bate (Biggin Hill Trophy); 
2. Gauntiet, Lt Cdr Mickey 
Broughton RN (ASA Cup). 28 
(medium cruiser) - 1, Seaflon. WO 
ian Kane (ASA Cruise Cup). 3A 
(small racing) - 1, Kingfisher, Lt 
Col David Peerless (Triesle Cup); 
2, Rapana (Societe Regates Du 
Havre Trophy). 38 (small cruiser) 

- 1, Kittiwake, Ll Col Stualt Car- 
NtherS (Eagle Trophy). 

lndlvlduel wlnner: Kingfisher 
(Royal Ocean Racing Club 
Trophy). 

Inter-Senrlce team: Army 
(Madden Bowl). 

Overall team results: 1 ,  Army 
(Kukri9, Redcoat 10, Placuna I 5  
(total 34 points); 2, RN (Chaser 
22, Gauntlet 15; Rapana 12 (49); 
3, RAF(LordPortail7, RedAmw 
23, Dosnia21 (61). 
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Regiment and The 
Royal Hampshire 
Reglment are marched 
ofl the square at Homr 
Barracks, Canterbury to 
be Iald up. New Colours 
W-preaentedtpthe 
battalion by Queen 
Margrathe II of 
Denmark, Colonel-In- 
ChW of Me PWM, 
whlch was formed 
Inl9Wonthe , 
uMlgsnratlon ofthe 
QWen'o and Royal 
~ p s t l h e s .  
FemchllaFi.tduul 
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