
L a  

i 

I 

1 



>.. 

:.'WANT SOMETHING SENSIBLE 
.::" BUY AN ANORAK. , i  J 

,,w".-' 8:' . ,*. 
, .  

FOR DGTAdS Q$4 TAE-FREB SXLES PLEASE -ACT THE PEUGEOT J!ZPOET SPECIALET8 tlsTED ESLdX%! 

1 
I 

----------------- 
Ptease rush details of your Peugeot Talbot Tax free package. Rn interested in running a 205 0 305 (7 309 (7 406 0 
606 0 in the following country 
Name 
Address 

Tel. No --- -------------- 
PEUGEOT 205 GCI 1-9 

.=w-lbotPPccadilly 

THE MAGAZINE OF THE BRITISH ARMY 
incorporating the Territorial Army magazine 

. ... .. . . .. . . 



>.. 

:.'WANT SOMETHING SENSIBLE 
.::" BUY AN ANORAK. , i  J 

,,w".-' 8:' . ,*. 
, .  

FOR DGTAdS Q$4 TAE-FREB SXLES PLEASE -ACT THE PEUGEOT J!ZPOET SPECIALET8 tlsTED ESLdX%! 

1 
I 

----------------- 
Ptease rush details of your Peugeot Talbot Tax free package. Rn interested in running a 205 0 305 (7 309 (7 406 0 
606 0 in the following country 
Name 
Address 

Tel. No --- -------------- 
PEUGEOT 205 GCI 1-9 

.=w-lbotPPccadilly 

THE MAGAZINE OF THE BRITISH ARMY 
incorporating the Territorial Army magazine 

. ... .. . . .. . . 



I Reunions 
0 5 0 t h  anniversary reunion of 
the 55th WMI LMCS RASC 
companies 537. 538 and 539 
will be held on October 28 at 
Southport. Details and tickets 
from Richard Spnin. 64 
Stamford Road, Southport PR8 
4ET (tel: 0704 64978) or 
telephone Don Kelly (0704 
65392). 

0 Annual dinner dance of 209 
RCZ Workshop REME (V) will 
be at Valley Lodge Hotel. 
Cheshire on September 30. 
Details from Mr Roy Patterson. 1 
Haddon Grove, Sale, Cheshire 
M33 l l l  (tel 061-976 mu). 
*Air dl8pateh.r service of 
remembrance will be held et All 
Sainta Church, Down Ampney, 
near Cirencaster, Glos, on 
September 24 at 11 am. Details 
from Mr Alan HaMey, 19 
Staverton close, Mount Nod, 
COvenhy CV5 7LF. in Maj A R J 
Batty. Bamett House, 53 
Fountain St, Manchester M2 
2AN. 

All in the name 
of charity I read with interest in 

SOLDIER (Aug 21) of the new 
chiklren’s charity, the Joint 
Services Children’s Trust, 
instigated by Sgt Brian Penfold 
of REME. It raises a serious 

children have access to civilian 
charities, but in addition have 
access to Service orientated 
charities such as SSAFA, the 
Royal British Legion, the Army 
Benevolent Fund, the RAF 
Benevolent Fund and King 
George’s Fund for Sailors. 

In theory Service children 
should already be better catered 
for than most - so are these 
other charities being less 
helpful than they should? 

I would wish Sgt Penfold all 
the success in the world in his 
highly commendable efforts to 
help disadvautaged children for 
he has obviously found gaps in 
the supp0n given by existing 
charities. 

I must that should any 
dependants of airborne soldiers 
come to his attention he will 
direct them in the first instance 
to the Airborne Forces Security 
Fund. The Trustees would be 
most willing to consider not 
merely the charitable aspect of 
the case but would give 
sympathetic consideration to 
any project that would improve 
the quality of life for a child in 
necd. - Maj (Retd) C M 
Steggka, ContmUcr, Airborne 
Forces Security Fund, Brown- 
ian Barracks. Aldanhot. 

question mark against the other Is there really the need for 
numerous existing children’s yet another when SO many 
ChadtiES.  already exist? AU Service 

2 RTR in command 
of comms at CAT 
I fcel I must put the record 
straight with reference to your 
article “2 RTR joins the band 
of helpers” (SOLDIER, Au- 
gust 7). Radio communications 
were provided not by a 
detachment from 2 RTR 
commanded by 2nd Lt Claire 
Almonds, but by a highly 
mmpetenc team which was 100 
per cent command voop and 

led by Cpl Red Skelton. 
When SOLDIER visited 

CAT 89, 2nd Lt Claire 
Almonds was there in her 
capacity as public relations 
officer. Although the assistant 
adjutant wears many hats, 
sirplals is not one of them. - 
Spt T A Gpaard, Command 
Tmop Nuo, 2 RTR, BFPO 
38. 

Calling.. . 
.The .four Amy gunners 
(Presumed of the then Maritime 
Regiment RA) who survived the 
torpedoing ol the SS Forl 
M e w ‘  in 1944 off the Maldive 
Islands. R Travers-Bogusz, 77 
St Thomas’s Road. Hardway, 
Gosport. Hants PO12 AIU is 
trying to trace them. * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Calling Germany 
Rn lsl”l rlnnr d IoLDIER’s H M V  
ron*.llllon h U P mS of8 A M  
Fd llnb .t B l W  17 rho Wl b. 
mmMw 0 m ok*r. hurw*n-YP 
~ O ( ~ P P U C 0 l ~  
-whl ol olumm mw, y.n*., -* n r* Y U J M., 
Wool.rmwr8 Yead. PI.SW)~,  
Gk.lnmWe, U.U. 
” “ 1 1 1 ” ” ” ” ” ” ”  

L 

Long Tan losses 
(SOLDIER, May 15) Ausua- 
lian losses were 18 killed and 21 
wounded, enemy losses were 
245 killed, 500 wounded and 
three captured. Large quanti- 
ties of documents, weapons and 
ammunition were capnued. - 
Tmvm Atldnson, Vietnam 
Legion Veterans’ Association 
of Australia, Brisbane Branch, 
PO Box 3, Lindum 4178, 
Queensland, Australia. 

- 
I read SOLDIER with great 
interest. Copies are sent to me 
via a gwd mate of mine in 
Ulverston, Cumbria. In turn 
they are also read by our 
members and then pasaed on to 
the staff of Headquarters 1st 
Division in Enoggera Army 
Barracks in Brisbane. 

It may interest your readers 
to know that during and after 
the Battle of Long Tan - 

First signallers return 
from Namibia ALTHOUGH the situation in Namibia is 

now calm, United Nations troops could still 
fpfc serious trouble in the run up to 
independence, warned the commanding 
officer of 30th Sw Regiment w b  has just 
returned from a tour of duty in the country. 

No one in the United Nations Transition 
Assistance Group (UNTAG) has so far fired 
a shot in anger but attacks have been made 
on UN soldim. A numba of white 

I 
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dl&rrnt military nationalities were in- 
volved. Lwguage diffaencg betwcen 
Peruvians, Czechs, Finns and hMay&ms 
meant a bt of sign hguagc was involved1 

British troops also becamc involved . .  in 
operations with the UN High Commtssron 
fox Rcfueeg to repatriate 35,000 Nanribinn 
rcfupccs fmrm Ansolp l ad  Wi. 

“It swn becpme clear that to organise 
such an operaion frotn SES& camps 
required g d  mmmunications so we 
aaasny deployed nso d o  detachments 
into “One Angola,” was just over rtvealcd the border Col at Donaidson Cuangar 

andtheothersow300fdlommes inside 
Angola.” 

The 6nt members of th+ original 
contingent have now returned on 
completion of their six month tour of duty 
andafurthcrrotationofuoopsisduetotake 

The British mntingent is bdmg redueed to 
113. 

The UN has asked for the British Amy to 
beannc involved in the actual elections 
themselves, due to take place in November, 
and a feasab~fy study is under way to sce 
how it might be done 

5 

P h .  

about 3M) Swap0 inlilmtors were killed in 
the fighting. 

The main UN militpry force had not then 
arrived and the British contingent and some 
Austdian sappen were deployed to the 
borda where they fmed assembly points 
for the withdrawing Swspo. 

Few Swapo went to &e assembly points 
because they did not want to surrutder their 
weapom. But the assembly points, each 
consisting of five British and five Ausuolipn 
soldiers, did pick up wounded men unable 
to rmvn to Angola by themsdwa. 

and give UNTAG a degree of 
early on which it otherwine might have lost 
by not having mops on the ground,” said 
col Donaldsoa. 

“But it did set us back in our primary 
role, becau’se we couldn’t provide mmms 
support to UNTAG.” 

Once away from the border, the signallers 
went to work to set up the corrmw system. 
They installed radios in 450 soii-skinned 
vehicles, erected 13 large radio towers and 
set up about 50 radio base stations. 
This was no mean feat considering that 21 

phosphorus &es were thrown at 
UNTAG forces and in mother incident a 
mgional office was sprayed with automatic 
fire. writes Lslnie hiantW. 

1 

N o  British mops have come under direct 
fire, but they arc taking no chances and hold 
supplies of body armour. 

Spesldng on the question of safety just 
hours after his return from Namibia, Lt Col 
Neil Doddson told SOLDIER “After six 
months there I am no more able to predict 
the fum than I was before I went. 

“On the face of it things are quieter, but 
there could still be serious trouble,” he 
wanted. 

He and his men were sent to Namibia to 
provide communications. But that plan had 
to be modified when UN budgetary delays 
meant the 175 British s ignaksand suppon 
mops arrived to find a serious d e h t  in 
radio equipment. 

When 1,800 Swap0 members Emsed the 
border, the situation h e  very tense and 
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CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION 

3ERMANYIBERUN (local c a ~  cost)(n 30 9806 
iOLLAND (-ne) 06022 9806 
3EUjlUM (keephone) 114310 
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relief to 
refugees 
ARMY u n i t S i n ~ ~ h a V ~ b E U l g i ~  
one of thdr mace n l m d  p l p r m t a  m 
connecfjen with the continnw saga of the 
Vietnamese boet peodc. 

They have bcm mld to cook and deliva 
nearly hplf a tan of ria erh day for bost 
people biq held an one of the territory‘s 
mast remote and barren islmds. 

The numk ofVktnanmc living on the 
island at anyone time v& but it is usnnUy 
between four ar five thouspnd with a 
potential mpdmum d 7,000, while waiting 
to b c ~ t o m a r e m ~ ~  CDmpS 
they have been living entirely on dry rations 
which has given local reprrscntstives of the 
United Nations (hmiasioncr far Refueecs 
serious concern for their health. 

A re~uest for Sssistanct went out to 
British Forces &q Kong. Within a couple 
of days the cntaiag branch had a Plan to 
jnepare ateamed rife in the kitchens ofthe 
Brigade of Gurkhas Tnining Depot at Sek 
Kong and send it by mad and sea on a four 
hour journey to the solro Islands. 

Military store8 in Halq Kong were 
SEOuRd for insulated eonuinaa, known 
fsmiliprly as hay boxes, which have been 
uscd to provide genmtiom of soldiers with 
hot meals m the &Id. SollEeof thosc whicil 
Nrned up arere of suflidcnt VillCqJe to bc 
equipped with 1%’’ IiqJa for attpfhmnc m 
the Iwmm of pack mules. All pwilsble 
suppl*softfw nmalkr, bntligbtcrandnum 
modan Norwegian containers were also 
called in. 
MMe tbnn70conpaimrsarere~far 

the i n a ~  rife run which supplied 5,000 
Vietnamese. The sfepmod rice was eurkd 
an throeGurkIsTmnspoRRegjment lorrks 
to a slipwpy at Kwai Chm wherr the lorries 
bontded a landing cnft of 415 Maritime 
Troop, RCT, far the sea journey. The 
landing aaft were plrrpdy involved in taking 
a daily supply of frrsh water to the island. 

The daily rice run is likely m continue 
until a kitchen can be built for the 
Vitnamese who M dl arriving in the -0 
&ds so& as many os dvec or four 
hundred a day. 

Ballymena TA cours 

wptWmlh.Kama md 5.Ln of Um Dabwe AnW Suppurl Unlt at Smnehgu, W r t  

OnRW MLMar .tlocl atUm Duw. Bnh*nt. from Awall& UmUSA md many wropun 
amunygofarwrdto~nNh.cComMndus.~y*th.fiRlthin*rmAlonl 

May, pollornd cwWn4 UnltrtOOkpa. SIOonl and Mlrd to capt Kmm hl th. RAVC 
hrnmup .M mr cpl Richucl chlldvlfk with Tdl  M d  PI. cwbtopb m m  with 
Rpbnubumm n A v c ~ ~ T k a a n l m ~ b M h l o n w M f l n t k . l d * ~ h l  1981 with 

Slnwch*ltheevcmthnglovmurlUm.tmdudofrnVy from.& soumin. EeZd Wlnl IMW. I- prt iClpan0n.  

Healthy eaters 16 AD on show 
HEALTHIEST eaters in BAOR during the MORE th 7,000 visitors watched the men 
past year have been the men of the 1st of 16 Air Dcfmcc Regiment RA fighting off 
Bagdon, The Black Watch, In Field simulatednkattacksduringanopendayat 
RcgimcntRaydHorseArtillery,andThe Rapier Barracks, the AD mgbnt’s 
Blues and Royals. They wan a healthy Lmcolnsbirr home. 

competition run by the Army Displays were put on by the J d o r  
Cstering W e  .@AOR) in wnjundon Leader’s Regimmt RA, and the Royd 
with SSAFA. Anillay Band, mamr cycle display team 

(the Flying Gunnss) and parscbute display 
fepm. 

Members of 30 Battery @%ds 
Wymena in the presence of tlacir families. C0mp.n~) and 14 (Kote’s cop) Bmaytd 

TA d t  courses take placeeach month pan in a gun race and thcrr wse numaous 
throughouttheyear. Thiscoursearsthe - a n d d i s p W o f - Y d W  
largest ever with 80 m a  drawn from TA Air Forccwcnpons and vehides. It the 

ihird such opn day. units throughout Northan Irelnnd. 
7 

;e ‘largest ever’ 

- - 
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Death of ROYAL ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION 
hero Rats FOR HIM 

Rats, the canine hem, has 
died peacefully aged 17 at the 
home of a former soldier. He 
was still carrying shrapnel 
h m  action in Ulster. 

The cross-bred Jack Russell 
(right) was adopted by soldiers 
in Crossmaglen after he 
wandered into their barracks. 

Wounded on several occasion 
the little terrier's fearless 
faithfulness led to him being 
awarded the Pro-Dogs Gold 
Medal, doggy equivalent of the 
Victoria Cross. 

New Billy 
for 3 RWF 
M e r  seven years of faithful 
service with the 3rd (volun- 
teer) Battalion, The Royal 
Welch Fusiliers, Billy the 
regimental goat has gone into 
retirement. 

Billy has been suffering from 
arthritis, so in line with 
tradition the battalion selected 
a new goat from the herd of 
Windsor White goats kept at 
Whipsnade Wild Animal Park 
in Bedfordshire. 

The royal herd was started 
by King George IV in 1928. 

In 1844 Queen Victoria 
presented a royal goat to The 
Royal Welch Fusiliers and ever 
since the regiment's Regular 
and Territorial Army battalions 
have for the most part replaced 
their goats with a succession of 
animals presented to them by 
the sovereign from the royal 
herd. 

The new goat, also named 
Billy in the tradition of the 3rd 
Battalion, is just over a year old 
and is being trained for his first 
public appearance at Caernar- 
fon Castle this month by Sgt 
Norman fitchard, Goat Major 
of the 3rd Battalion. The old 
Billy, meanwhile, is back with 
the royal herd at Whipsnade. 

CHRISTMAS 
GIFT 

SUGGESTIONS 

~ 

MCC takes Common FOR HER 

on Howards laughter 
Two of England and York- 
shire's greatest cricketers, 
Herbert Sutcliffe and Hedley 
Verity, would surely have 
approved of a unique cricket 
match played between the 
MCC and The Green How- 
ards at Hovingham Hall in 
Yorkshire. 

The two day game was 
arranged as pan of the 
regiment's tercentenary 
celebrations and was won by 
the MCC by two wickets. Both 
Sutcliffe and Verity served with 
the regiment, the former 
during the First World War, 
the latter during the Second. 

Other famous Yorkshiremen 
to play for the regiment have 
included Billy Sutcliffe and 
Norman Yardley. 

Hovingham Hall is the home 

Military humour, it appears, 
has much in common 
whichever side of the Iron 
Curtain it originates. 

Col Zog Zvegintzov, our 
Defence Attache in Sofia, 
writes to tell us that one of the 
delights of serving in Bulgaria 
is to fmd that Bulgarian 
military humour closely match- 
es that of the British Army. 

The cartoons reproduced 
here are from Serganti, a 
Bulgarian Army magazine. 

For those readers who cannot 
read Bulgarian, Col Zvegintzov 
kindly attached a translation. 
The caption to the top cartoon 
is: Hello One! If you can hear 
me switch your radio on. 

And the second is: Now I 
will make mincemeat of you! 

--U n -- .I "-I 
of Sir Marcus Worsley, who 
was a Green Howard, and 
whose father, Sir William 
Worsley, was a Green Howard 
and a Yorkshire cricketer. 
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Victorian memorial to a command- 
ing officer who died in unusual 
circumstances 

Memorial to Lt Gen Sir James 
Scarlen who commanded the Heavy 
Brigade which made a successful 
charge at Baiaclava during the 
Crimean War 
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Exhibition Centre 
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7.30 pm 
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I 7.00 pm 

SPECTACULAR ENTERTAINMENT K)R 
THE WHOLE FAMILY 

Roirrsmma Includes: The Band of Her Males% Gromdier Guards; The 
Band of The R& Sandi.h Navy; The United States Air Force Band (Glm 
MIUor’s h): The Gnhal StaR Band of the QchoslovaWan Army. 
Prague: The Quoin’s Colour Squadron. Royal Air Fnce: The M-d 
Poke P i p  Ban&, The Royal Signals ‘ W e  Helmets’ Motor Cycle T m :  
The UnnDd States Army (Berlin) DrlU Team; Inter-Police Llq CmpetMon: 
Royal ScoItirh Cwnhy Dance Saelety. 

TICKET PRICES 
Normal ticket prices: A f 15.50 B f 12.50; C f 10.50 

Special ticket prices for mtAa 
‘SOLDIER’readers w&btim A B C 
Adults Sat/Sun I 10.50 I 8.50 I 7.50 ~~ 

1 OAPsKhlldren Sat I 9.45 I 7.65 I 6.75 1 
OAF’dCNdren Sun I 8.40 I 6.80 I 6.00 
To order your tick& Send your chequePO. payable to NEC 

(Tattoo) stating number and price of tickets required, tosether 
with an SAE to: Box Office, National ExhlblHon Cmtre. 

Blnnlngham 840 1NT. 
Credit card bookinss and enouiries Tel: 021-780 3127. B ~ M  

LCpi Taff Jones of 2 Para confirms with verger Mike 
Bloomfieid that the banns for his marriage wlll be read 
as required 

Belfry picture: Klng George V (second 
from left) with Queen Mary (holding 
parasol) and the Princess Royal. Far left is 
Lt Gen Sir Douglas Halg. The negative is 
held by the Aldershot Military Museum 

Barry Roberts polishes the 
lectern, P m-moriai to a captain 
In the Q 3 Regiment 

Battlefield cross of Simple memorial to The 
remembrance from a Parachute Regiment. Kneei- 
shattered wood on the ers bear the regiment’s 
SWIiW badge 



At Baker Street, 
you’ll get a free set of European headlights 

when you buy an Audi. 
1 
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At Baker Street, we think providing you with 

lishts is quite a bright idea. It certainly beats 1 driving around with two strips of sticky rape 

Furthermore, we’ll even fit your British lishts 1 free of charge on your return to the UK. 
To benefit from this aNer and from Baker 1 Street’s twenty years’ experience in export \ sales, please call us on 01~486 8411. or 

We could saw you a lot of trouble 

h,m Crim*l,l ””” jn,, ,a,, ,/, dlrrcl i”, 

send 10: 95 Bakcr Smrb. Londoi, WIM IF8 UK. 

N ~ , , , ~  

d d r c i i -  ~~ 

\ both British and European specification head- Rank _____ ~ 

J ~ ~~ 1 a n  the front of your car. 
Uni“K‘g’mmt 

Carl>lodclRcquirrd 

MlilLaryr.I so ~~~ ~. 

\ return the coupon. 

\ in Germany. 

NllrlldCr l , , d d  ,“.IIIIYX 

In Germany, you won’t. 

518, 

membsrs of the battalion -(I to r l  Rfn Harislnoh 
Gurung, Lllbahadur Thapa, Raj 
Harlbahedur Gurung. All are 
BrRish style means 17. Gurkha] 

endra Tiiija aiid 
18. Which in 

I count their age 

__ _.._ ..._ ..._..._... ... ”, ”._ --m. The RSM 
came to Brltaln aa a lance corporal in the 
battalion tan years ago. He comes from 
Dhaiagarl, a village below the SpeCtaCUlar 
mountain of Annapurna 

A PUZZLING discovery was made with 
the arrival of the 1st Battalion, 2nd King 
Edward VII’s Own Goorkhas at Church 
Crookham, Hants. 

When the fust riflemen went to the 
quartermaster’s stores to draw or replace 
clothing many items were found to be too 
small. 

Though the 6th Gurkha Rifles, who 
handed over the stores, recruit from the 
same region as the lst/2nd, such things as 
training shoes were found to be in the 
fitting range 5-7 while the newcomers 
required sizes 7-9. 

Boots, combat suits and even helmets 
were also on the small side. 

“It’s a complete mystery,” said Mai 
John Burlison, the second-in-command. 
“‘The system of recruiting is the same for 
both battalions; there is no bias in selection 
and the men are wsted to their units at 
random. 

“We can onlv assume it has something 
to do with the way in which we feed and 
train our men which makes them bigger.” 

So the popular image of the “little 

No, It’s true! 1/2 GR were 
too big for their boots . . . 
Gurkha” is gradually changing. 

Indeed anyone walking around Queen 
Elizabeth Barracks would probably not see 
much difference in the sue of the soldiers 
comoared with some of the British 
bathons.  

The voune Gurkhas from the hills 
(which h Nepal means anything between 
3,000 and 10,000 feet high) continue to 
grow until they are about 23. 

Their diet is much better in the Army, 
the work is not so hard and they are 
removed from the thin atmosphere which 
stunts growth. 

If some Gurkhas are changing, the kukri 

Words: Bill Moore 
Pictures: Mike Perring 

is not, though in Nepal itself the heavy 
slashing knife is not regarded so much as a 
weapon as an all-purpose tool. In the 
rugged eastern region a man is rarely seen 
without one. 

The legend that blood had to be drawn 
every time one was removed from its 
sheath would appear to be just a legend 
(though old Indian Army soldiers will say 
they have seen a Gurkha kill a dog rather 
than put away his blade unused). 

The kukri is used to clear brush, chop 
wood, butcher and skin animals and for a 
range of domestic purposes. At Church 
Crookham it has even been used to trim 
the Each lawns. soldier is issued with one when he 

joins the battalion and acquires a second 
Turn to nexi page 
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ACCORDING to the Army list 
they are the 2nd King Edward 
VIi’s Own Gurkha Rifles (The 
Sirmoor Rifles). “Within the 
family”, so to speak, they are the 
2nd Goorkhas. sticking to a 
Victorian spelling. 

The title in brackets derives 
from Sirmoor State in northern 
India south of Lahore where 

Nepalese recruits gathered in 
April 1815. (two months before 
the battle of Waterloo!). 

The Sirmoor Battalion won 
fame during the Indian Mutiny 
(1857) being the first non- 
European unit to march to the 
aid of the British forces outside 
Delhi. 

For three months, they helped 

to defend Hindu Rao’s House, a 
large flat roofed building on the 
key ridge overlooking the city. 

A contemporary photograph 
shows a structure resembling a 
Flanders farm of 1914 vintage, 
battered and shot riddled. 

During the fighting a lasting 
friendship sprang up between 
the Sirmoor Battalion and the 

M n h  Rifles (lately the King’s 
Royal Rifle Corps and now 
absorbed in the Royal Green 
Jackets). 

As  a result in 1858 a petition 
was granted which allowed the 
Sirmoor Ballaiion to “confirm 
their dress to that of the 60th 
and that their Sepoys should in 
future be known as riflemen”. 

Uniquely in the Indian Army 
the 2nd Goorkhas shared as 
riflemen canteen facilities with 
British soldiers, a concession 
not granted to “Sepoys”. 

Their historic connection with 
the M n h  is evident today in red 
piping and backing of NCOs 
stripes and the red “patch 
behind the Prince of Wales’s 

plumes badge - one of the 
oldest unchanged in the Army. 

The scarlet piping and 
backing led to them being 
nicknamed the Lali Pultan (Red 
Regiment) in Kipling’s Day. 
As rifle regiments do not carry 

Colours, the Sirmoor Battalion 
laid up theirs and by order of 
Queen Victoria received in their 

place a 6 4  bronze and silver 
truncheon carried on parade to 
this day and heid in turn by the 
1st and 2nd Battalions of the 
2nd Goorkhas. The “Truncheon 
Jemadar” (lieutenant) looks 
alter the Queen’s Truncheon 
and is allowed for on the 
establishment. Recruits are 
sworn in touching the 

Truncneon wn cn was carried in 
tne Coronation procession in 
1953. 

The roya link w t n  tne 2na 
Goorxnas goes oack to 1872 
when tne Pr nce of Wa es (later 
Edwaro VII) became Colonel, 
to owed Dy his son. later 
George V Pnnce Charles s tne 
present Colone. n.Cnief 

Kukris 

I 
the 

krls he holds In stock. They arrlve from 
pal wrapped In grease proof paper (left) 
d may finish up as a working kukri for 
wyday use for a smati kukrl with 
Ilshed sheath for parades. Right Is one 
s ulmouflaae sheath. The double notch 
the blade near the handle Is the “Om” of 

mllgious slgnlflcence 

Tall story 
From Page 17 

“smart” kukri for ceremonial purposes. 
At one time the knives were produced 

by Williinson, the English swordsmiths, 
but today they are produced in Nepal from 
scrap metal (old wheel r i m s  are in great 
demand.) 

They arrive wrapped in grease proof 
paper and are held by the QM - in the case 
of the lsti2nd Maj Ron Bevan who served 
28 years in the Light Infantry and who has 
been more than three years with the 
Gurkhas. 

Though the shape remains the same, 
kukris come in many sizes and during the 
important Dashera religious festival an 
outsize specimen called the khanra was 
used to behead a buffalo. 

Failure to do this with a single blow 
meant bad luck - and a hard time for the 
executioner. 

The beheading ceremony does not take 
place when a battalion is stationed in 
England. 

This year the IsU2nd will hold their 
Dashera celebrations early as the battalion 
is bound for Belize in the autumn. The 
Pandit - resident priest - will conduct the 
required religious ceremonies for the ten 
days of Dashera proper, assisted by the 
60-strong rear party. 
18 

and 
’copters 
SEEING Gurkhas through a romantic haze of half- 
forgotten campaigns or as tough little fighters from a 
mysterious land on the slopes of the Himalayas, the 
average British civilian is apt to take them for granted 
and forget that the soldiers stationed at Church 
Crookham in Hampshire are human beings and not 
clockwork warriors. 

Even Gurkhas can become homesick. 
When the battalion flew from Hong Kong the families 

of 315 men went back to Nepal. 
Many of them will not be reunited for two and a half to 

three years . . . until 1992! 
Gurkhas get six months leave every three years unless 

there are compassionate grounds. 
Charter flights are being planned to give some men a 

short leave during their tour but as it will cost senior 
NCOs about a month’s pay such expenditure becomes a 
matter for serious consideration. 

During any unaccompanied tour domestic problems 
are bound to arise and it will be up to the Gurkha Major 
to deal with them. 

Maj (QGO)* Manbahadur 
Gurung has been in the 
regiment for 28 years - 19 of 
them in the ranks. 

He was the first Gurkha to be 
commissioned by the Prince of 
Wales - at Stanford Training 
Area, Norfolk, in 1980. 

Maj Manbahadur’s job is the 
welfare of the Gurkha soldier 
and to advise the commandant 
(CO) on Gurkha matters. 

“To us Gurkhas, high 
standards of military discipline 
and personal conduct are in our 
religion and in our blood. 

“Our tradition, our culture 
and our way of life are 
completely different,” he said. 
“We have different festivals. 

different cnstoms. We do 
not mix with the local 
people when we go into 
town.” 

Gurkha battalions aim 
at containing their social 
life within camp. This 
fine summer it was 
decided new barbecue 
sites were needed for 

Versat~ile Gurkhas take it in their stride 
cooking fresh meat - 
mainly pigs or goats 
slaughtered by local 
butchers but jointed and 
skinned Nepalese fash- 
ion. 

Companies or platoons 
sometimes buy a carcase 
for themselves - extra 
messing over and above 
their rations. 

Though Maj Manba- 
hadur and the senior 
ranks have served in 
Britain before, for a third 
of the men it is their first 
visit to the UK. 

And what struck them 
most? 

Surprisingly, the size 
of the udders on the cows 
in the fields around 

Aldershot (still a remarkably 
m a l  area)! 

Or perhaps not surprising 
when you consider that the 
bulk of the troops come from 
farms or farming stock and that 
Ne& cattle, which can be 
found even in the heart of 
Kathmandu, are smal l  by 
comparison. 

How have the soldiers 
changed over the years? 

Maj Manbahadur: “They are 
better educated. It took my 
generation years’ to learn 
English . . . today the boys 
start at school so they don’t fmd 
it so difficult. 

“Yes, they are better 
educated but we were 
stronger.” 

Today some of the recruiters 

who operate in the districts sift 
our hopefuls after seeing them 
run a mile and a half up a steep 
hill (and back) with a 701b load 
on their back. 

“We didn’t need fitness tests 
in my day,” said Maj 
Manbahadur. “When you live 
in the hills your farm is up 
there (he pointed to the ceiling) 
and your fields are down there 
(fmger at the floor). When you 
take the cattle up and down and 
haul the wood and water you 
don’t have to have a fitness test. 
We were very, very strong.” 

The hill tribesmen also had a 
natural discipline. They had 
never heard of drugs or 
smuggling and were patently 
honest. Lads from the hills are 
still honest. but the few roads 

have improved communica- 
tions since the day when young 
Manbahadur Gurung walked 
six days from Ramadi to the 
recruiting centre at Paklihawa. 

Becoming a soldier is one of 
the few ways of earning a living 
and it is estimated that 100,OOO 
men are serving in the Indian 
Army. Best pay however is 10 be 

earned in the Gurkha Reserve 
Unit, veterans employed by the 
Sultan of Brunei (not to be 
confused with British Gurkha 
battalions which serve there). 

Next in the pecking order is 
the Singapore Police service 
where the pay is lower but the 
pensions better than in the 
British Gurkha Brigade which 
ranks about third. 

One result of this widespread 
service is that in the same 
villages in the foothills of the 
Himalayas, veterans of every 
regiment British, Indian or 
Brunei may be met and though 
the talk may be about 
helicopters, from time to time a 
description of the size of a 
British cow’s udders is sure to 
be a show stopper. 
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Blockbuster museum 
planned at Aldershot 

ALDERSHOT, home of the British 
Army, could march to the forefront of the 
milirnry muscum world, as the result of an 
amhirim and enlightened initiative by the 
local authority and the Ministry of 
Defence, writes J d e r  GdBtitbs. 

Two years ago the plan, to invite the 
a m ’ s  ten regimental and corps museums 
to collocate as live museum with a 
re-enactment of regimental and corps 
histories, was e s h t e d  to COSt betwon 
f4m and f5m, and tht will inevitably hpve 
risen by the time a start is mpde. 

It is sem not only as a commercial 
venture, but a way of further opening 
military treasures and history to the 
public, of making historical research more 
interesting, and as a recruiting aid. 

Mast museumsin the am are giving the 
ambitious pmjcct their full support. 
Hampshire County and Rushmoor 

Borough councils have ea& pledged 
f750,wO to the scheme. The Cambridge 
Military Hospital and the nowdemolished 
Connaught Hospitpl were both mooted as 
possible sites, but the schane will go ahead 
at Rushmoor Arena, Provjding rent details 

One of the prime movers has bcen Col 
Pip Newton, who has reW after 17 years 
as secretary of the Army Museums Ogilby 
Trust. He has an enviahle recall of military 

can be agrrcd. 

hismry, and as secretary travelled 20,W 
miles a year in the interests of the 140 
military museum the mst saves. 

His job included historical resauch and 
scouring 40 s a l m m  catalogues for 
suitable items and then informing 
museums. The Ogilby Trust advises on 
how to xime pants towards purchase, 
Will bid for item, advise curators on 
display, and act as go-between with, for 
instance, local authorities. 
The trus~ wlls founded in 1954 with a 

fl00,OOO endowment by the late Col 
Robert Ogilby, once joint honorary colonel 
with the Queen Mother of the London 
Scottish, and formerly both of the 2nd Life 
Guards and the 4th Dragwn Guards. 
Fundraisingin 1984-5 realisedf35,000 to 
enahle the trust to carry on. 

But this has been the only major cash 
injection, and the pennies have to be 
carrfully watched. It meant that one day 
Col Newton fould be bidding at a top 
London auction, and the next sharing the 
cleaning of his ofice lavatories with 
librarian John Tamplin. There was 
nobody else to do it. 

Ambitious project 
for Rushmoor Arena 

He 6tmly believes in cmuaking 
museums on a country basis, especinuy in 
areas where mgirnents are defunct or hve 
smalgpmatcd. This has proved a success in 
Shropshire, Somerset, Donet and 
Cheshire, where militaria and regalia of the 
county regiments, both kgdar  and 
Territorial, are displayed side by side. 

Of his auction suc~cssfs, he aaid 
“Everything is a treasure, from a letter 
written in the trenches by a soldier who 
died the oen day, to a jewel studded 
pnxntation sword.” 

Col Newton will continue his work with 
the Museums’ Assofiation (the museums’ 
professional body), which has appointed 
him a Fellow. During the UKLP cur~fors’ 
conference, he was presented with a silver 
salver inscrihed: with grateful thanks fiom 
the Museums of the British Army”. 

Regimental museums are now n a t i o d y  
recognised and visited by 4.5 million 
visitors a year, and it is Pip Newton they 
have to thank for that recognition. 

??le new mt secretary is Col Peter 
Walton, who has rettod after 30 years with 
the.RAOC. While at Sandhurst, he 
designed the corps museum at Deepcut, 
near Pirbright, and for 13 years was one of 
its trustees. One of his aims is to anmd 
the range of the trust’s quality puMcatiom 
of the Army’s antecedents. 

P 
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The temptation is enormous. Exclusively lor the armed lorces. the 

Bristol & West Building Society has put together the Sterling Service. 

It gives you 0.75% oll  our standard variable mortgage rate for a 

whole year, whatever mortgage you 

choose (endowment or repayment). 

We'll lend up to 100% lor purchase or remortgage, and there's no 

penalty if you let your property while 

you're posted. Row can we give you a 

better deal than others do? By developing this package together with 

a n  independent linancial adviser who 

is a n  ex-serving ollicer. So he knows 

your specilic needs only too well. As a n  added bonus, our Sterling 

Service gives you a full 3% above the c 1 T;TC_: -1 ? ordinary variable share rate if you 

save regularly with us. All with instant access* to your money, and no 

penalty. To find out more, talk to your Pay Ollice or lill in the coupon. 

As we say in  Civvy Street, you're better off if you defekt to  the West. 

wouin  Y O U  
BEFEHT FOR 
A C H E J R  

IlS O O l l t l T f O R A B l l T t R  DEAL P L l A S E l E l l M ~ H O R E A ~ O U T ~ O U R S T ~ R L I N G S l R V l C E  MAMt 

R"NX "OORfSS 

P O S T C O O E  TfL 

n E F E l T  TO THE WEST. B R I S T O L  & W E S T  
B U I L D I N G  S O C I E T Y  
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Ride 'em, soldier! - 

-:\- 
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‘Join the 

to Army 
From Page 25 

Wayne Dickens and Gary Kaehler who 
have the unenviable role of rodeo clowns. 

Not only do Wayne and Gary have to 
make the audience laugh between the rides 
but they have a much more serious and 
risky task to perform. 

Should a bull-rider fall off (a regular 
occurrence!) it is the job of the clowns to 
get between man and bull to allow the 
winded rider to make his escape from the 
arena. 

Aim of the men who ride broncs is to 
remain in the saddle for eight seconds. 
During that time, explained the lady 
announcer: “He is not allowed to touch 
himself, his horse or his equipment!” 

Said the rodeo’s 1989 manager, Mr Car1 
Gamel: “Saddle bronc is the classic event 
from whkch rodeo evolved and it is very 
dangerous.” 

It was a point emphasised by the hoof 
mark clearly defined on the skin of one 
rider who received a kick. 

Happily his injury was not serious 
although there was a steady trickle of 
casualties being helped to the US Army 
ambulance manned by Sgt Charles Lott 
and E4 William Hurst. 

Eighty per cent of the 1,000 strong 
membership is filled by US Servicemen. 
German, French, Dutch, Italian and 
Belgian civilians make up the rest. 

Travelling all over Europe to take part 
in rodeos, some of the riders drive more 

I 

than 60U hlomerrer iu(t 10 spend eighr 
seLundr. or less. on a horse 

As yet no British Serviceman has ioincd 

All aboard Berliner 
I for the quiet(er) life 

between West Be rh  residents, the generators had to 
t Germany aboard the be shut down during certain 

er is likely to be a quieter parts of the journey. 
Now the problem has been than it was - to the rehef 

passengers, crew and of East solved by the purchase of two 
mans  who live near its new railway carriages which 

route, writes Laurie Manton. were converted to include a 
Previously the dining car of new inboard generator system 

around which a sound-proof 
cabin was constructed. 

To meet legal requirements, 
the noise level has not to exceed 
65 decibels at seven metres 

r fuel tended to from the coach. Happily it 
burst and occa- registered just 56, which was a 

vast improvement on the 
fuel cut-off setting or previous systemmeasured at an 
worse. . . at full throttle! ear-splitring 110 Db. 

provide the necessary The new coaches also 
, the engines had to be provide accommodation for 
maximum revs, creating storage and food prqarauon, 

noise enough to make any as well as a sorting officer for 
d-rffoecrine eneineer wmce. Berlin’s Postal and Courier I 

E 

the association, which would be more than 
willing to let them ride provided they had 
their commanding officer’s permission to 
take part 

riders issued a challenge to the British 
Throwing down the gauntlet, the rodeo 

Army to come up with a rider keen to try 
Ius hand at staying seated on a saddle 
bronc. 

In a sport that could see you thrown 
from a horse or trampled on hv a bull, it is 
not surprising there has been no rush of 
rash British squaddies clamouring to take 
part 

US Command Berlin - a unique organisation 
THEW is little visible ditrama bctwoen of the units stationed there moved out. 1 and the us Mission Berlin. the Chicfof US Mission in Berlin and the 
theAUiedsectorsinWestBerlintoinfom By April 1945 only signals units Gen Clay was later honoured by the US commnnda in Berlin acm as his 
the visitor whether he is in British, ocapidthecenaalcompoundandbythe I Berlin scnste sfta the Airlift when it reprrsmtative in the city as Deputy chief 
Americon or French areas of rsoponsibil- timC the R u h  arrived the am was changed the name of KronprinzaUce to of hlission. 
ity, except for the individual imagery of abpndmai nnd shrouded in camouflage C i q d k ,  and &er his depth in 1979 the American diplomatic ofiers 8 w e  with 
the rhrce nations’ armies. Mnine. US Army officially named the compound thdr AUied counterparts on a variety of 

aunminees which liaise with the Berlin 
nsit to the US sector, they only becDmc rook control of the am. Damage to The United States Command Bulb Senate, public safety and other local 
awarethey had arrived when thelocalropd buildings was minimal and spedy rrpeirs replaced the office of Military Govan- officials who msnsgc the city‘s dnily 
uaf?ic contained an above avmgc number made the complex fit for occupation by the ment US Sector which had been in the city nffpirs. Amrxican pmonnd also @a- 
of large and mlourful American cars with US oftioe of Military Government. since July 1945. pate in the one fouc-power 

The hddings in the high security both Gen Lucius D Clay, Military general, currently Maj Gen Raymond E High ranldng officials saving in Berlin 
complex of@ Headquartus at Dahlcm G o v e m o r , a n d t h e U S C B e r l i n ,  tmd to find thrmselves wwring a number Any aspiring British rodeo rider must be 

prepared to invest a tidy sum for in the zehkndofi district of West Berlin B ~ i g  Gen Frank Hoaley, hnd offices there. organisption with both diplomatic and of Merent hats. For example, the 
principle diplomatic ofticex at the mission equipment A Bronc saddle will set him date back to 1936 when the d Since its formation in 1949 the three 

back around 800 US dollars Bareback The United States maintains P is the American Minister who is also 
rigging costs 200 dollars while spurs and 
chaps mean an outlay of 60 and 120 dollars 
respec 
26 

whar a tcpm from SOLDIER paid a Sbortly a f t u w m i s ,  Amcricpn forces Clay Headquartus. 

Perhaps next year 7 

their distinctive number plates. During the Berlin Blockage of 1948-49, Gmunanded by an A m y  major rmchmsm ‘ ~theBerhriAusnfetycenne. . . . but it’ll cost you! 
Haddock, US Command Bulinis a unique 

military responsibilities. 
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Star-struc 
3 RWF on 
UFO fever gripped Gibraltar after sightings of bright lights and 
mysterious objects in the sky, writes Mervyn Wynne Jones. 

Telephone lines to Radio Gibraltar, the local radio station, 
0 

hummed as dozens of listeners 
called in with accounts of what 
they had seen. 

The programme presenter 
caught the mood and began 
playing discs such as Stmhip 
TrOOp. 

More callers phoned in with 
descriptions of metallic 
spheres, darting lights and 
curious objects of “indefmable 
shape”. 
All, however, agreed that the 

phenomenon had been some 
several miles distant across the 
border into Spain. 

Enter 2nd Lt Chris Row- 
lands and his platoon of the 3rd 
Battalion, The Royal Welch 
Fusiliers who were at that very 
moment making their way back 
to Gibraltar after a day’s R and 
R in Torremolinos. 

Nonplussed, Chris and his 
merry band watched the 
“UFO” for several minutes 
before it disappeared from view 
beyond the border town of La 
Linea. 

Had they quaffed too much 
sangria, they asked themselves, 
or was it perhaps the heat of the 
midday sun? It was neither, 
they were soon to find out. 
Their Close Encounter had 
been with nothing more 
extra-terrestrial than a weather 
ballwn. 

“It certainly had us gues- 
sing;’ said Chris. “It was quite 
unlike anyhng I bad ever seen 
before. I daresay this is going to 
cost me a bottle or two. . .” 

The 120 strong contingent of 
3 RWF - including six 
members of the battalion’s 
Home Service Force - were in 
.Gibraltar on Exercise Marble 
Tor. 

As has been the pattern for 
many years, they and seven 
other TA units have been on 
fortnightly rotation on the 
Rock throughout the summer 
enabling the resident infantry 
battalion to send men back to 
the UK for field training. 

We are pleased to be regimental 
tailors by appointment to: 

The Llfa Guards. 
The Blues and Royals. 

1 st The Quaan’s Dragoon Guards. 
4th17th Royal Dragoon Quards. 

Royal Raglmant of Art1lie.y. 
Corps of Royal Englnwrs 
Royal Corps of Signals. 

me Plinca of weism’ &n ~ - m t  of Yorkahim. 
Royal Irlah Rangers. 

The Queen’s Lancashire Raglmant. 
The Duke of Wellington’s Raglmant. 

The Royal Raglmant of Wales. 
The Womestarshlra and Sherwood Forastars. 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Raglmant. 
The Light Infantry. 

7th Duke of Edinburgh‘s Own Gurkha Rlflas. 
Tha Royal Army Chaplain’s Department. 

Royal Corps of Trmnsport. 
Royal Army Medical Corps. 

Royal Army Ordnance Corps. 
Corps of Royal Electrical and Machanlcal 

The Royal Ra lmant of Fusiliers. 

I 

What WOJld you think of someone who tells you he’s tou h. 

down when the going getsfough? 
Probably not much -until he proves it. 
Now a% what yod expect from yoJr kit. Most likely it’s those 
same qualities all over aga n: the ability to st ck by ou no 

dependable, aoaptable, a ood companion and won’t le B you 

matter what rhe cnallenge with actions wnlch spea l louder 

lil Engineers. 
Corps of Royal Ml1lta.y Police. 

Royal Army Pay Corps. 
Small Arms School Corar. nslde the Rock of Gibraltar, members of 3 RWF explore the depths of Lower St Mlchael’s Cave ~~ ~~~ 

The Royal Army EducatlonaiCorps. 
Royal Army Dental Corps. 

Royal Pioneer Corps. 
Army Physical Training Corps. 

Army Catering Corps. 
Exclusively cut and tailored in our own workrooms 

by experienced craftsmen. under the personat 
supervision of M r  Golding. 

We offer top quality service using the finest Barathea 
and Superfine materials, with 
competitive prices and credit. 

Our special fast service is available at no extra charge. 
W e  can also supply: militaw ties. blazer badges, 

badges of rank. Mercella shirts, miniature medals, 
Sam Browne belts, spurs, George boots, 

Mess weilingtons end khaki shirts. 
Full-sized and miniature medals remounted. 

Service drasa hats. side hats and Blues hats suoolied. 

kept out of the water by resting 
on the air-filled poncho. 

Section attack and FIBUA 
skills were honed before the 
final dawn exercise when the 
company launched a beach 
attack from rigid raiders before 
scaling a cliff to assault the 
Buffadero village training com- 
plex. 

Being a home defence 
battalion, 3 RWF do not have 
Milan in their weapons inven- 
tory so listen-in sessions at 
Milan and mortar cadres staged 
by the resident battalion, the 
3rd Bn, The Royal Green 
Jackets, proved to be crowd- 
pullers. 

Adventurous training activi- 
ties included sailing, windsurf- 
ing, caving, canoeing and 
abseiling. 

Maj Beard said: “I hope the 
lads go back having had an 
excellent time and that they 
spread the word. If word goes 
round that these exercises are 

good news and that they 
happen with some degree of 
regularity, it is bound to help 
retention and recruiting.” 

The battalion can look 
forward to another sunshine 
camp next year - this time to 
Cyprus. A fust for 3 RWF, 
news of the deployment has 
been well received by all 
members. 

Cpl Peter Jones, coming up 
to his 12th year in the TA, 
remarked: “Any camp is what 
you make of it, but a fortnight 
like this makes all the 
difference. Lots of the lads 
would not get to a place like 
this but for the TA. 

“Here you have both weather 
and facilities - all the 
opportunities of military train- 
ing with a lot of fun as well. As 
an incentive to get stuck in, you 
cannot beat it,” he added. 

Even if, in the case of one 
platoon, you end up seeing 
stars . . .  
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The North Wales Terriers - 
most of whom were on their 
second camp this year after the 
regiment’s tercentenary 
celebrations in April - were 
determined to make the most of 
their sunshine deployment. 

OC Maj Nick Beard, 36, a 
farmer who served as a platoon 
commander with the fust 
battalion while on a one year 
SSVC stint in 1986, was keen 
that the company should 
benefit from a variety of both 
military and adventurous train- 
ing activities. 

The former included fami- 
liarisation sessions with the SA 
80 and combat swimming tests 
in Rosia Bay where, in 1805, 
HMS Victory was towed in for 
repairs after the Battle of 
Trafalgar. 

The test involved swimming 
across the bay using a poncho - 
with webbing wrapped inside - 
as a buoyancy aid. In a combat 
situation, weapons too could be 
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Star-struc 
3 RWF on 
UFO fever gripped Gibraltar after sightings of bright lights and 
mysterious objects in the sky, writes Mervyn Wynne Jones. 

Telephone lines to Radio Gibraltar, the local radio station, 
0 
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same qualities all over aga n: the ability to st ck by ou no 

dependable, aoaptable, a ood companion and won’t le B you 
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spread the word. If word goes 
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regularity, it is bound to help 
retention and recruiting.” 

The battalion can look 
forward to another sunshine 
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news of the deployment has 
been well received by all 
members. 

Cpl Peter Jones, coming up 
to his 12th year in the TA, 
remarked: “Any camp is what 
you make of it, but a fortnight 
like this makes all the 
difference. Lots of the lads 
would not get to a place like 
this but for the TA. 

“Here you have both weather 
and facilities - all the 
opportunities of military train- 
ing with a lot of fun as well. As 
an incentive to get stuck in, you 
cannot beat it,” he added. 

Even if, in the case of one 
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determined to make the most of 
their sunshine deployment. 
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that the company should 
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Almost anything in genuine issue kit. 
RUCKSACK SASIPARA BERGEN 

Nato Ret No: U6S-99-156-1886 
0 We also stock the new issue 

PLCE brgens whereby the 
pouchescan be joined to make a 
Day Patrd sack. 

0 Genuine SAS Smocks 
0 Genuine SAS Tmusers 
0 Genuine '58 Wewing 
0 Genuine Para Smocks 
0 Genuine DPM Tropicale 
0 Genuine Hi Leg Boots 
OGenulneAmmoBoats 
0 Genuine OS shirts 
0 Genuine Ponchos nylon 
0 Genuine MOD Giore-tex Biwk 

0 Phone for price and delivery, or 
call at our store. 

PWNEOl.fOO5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 01-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION 
PHONE 01-7-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS 

SILVERMAN'S (DEPT S) - 
MILE END. LONDON E i  4PS 

0 These nylon framed Bergens are 
genuine issue MOD kit and will 
hold approx 120 litres. 

0 This m e n  has been developed 
to meet the requirements of all 
Special Forces and is suitable for 
use in Tropical, Wet, and Arctic 
environments. 

I Persod callers Mondays -FrMays 96 & Sunday 10-1 pm l!zI 

a 

Excl us io n 
/one 
Aldershot 
A PLAY arm on a now Army hwalng ostoto in 
Aldorahot ha. n m a i m d  dowd thmughout thla 
glorlous summar - and aa I wrll. tho aohool 
holiday. are endlng. 

Recruit's 
wife 
discovers 
Pay snag 
A SOLDIER'S wife writes: 

The problem is I needy 
know how much he e m  
and where do we make the 
claim - here or where he 
dms his training. He's so 
busy i am not sure W~EI to 
do as our Imme Support 
has stopped. 

Ann. AWmng m- 
p l b  

AS most mi& are 
singlethiscouldbsananre 

Of mhlhg. 

The children can sa9 it 
through railings but they 
can't get in and, in any 
case, R they could, the 
equipment is inaccessible. 

When I visited the estate 
they were playing, using 
skateboards and cycling on 
the paths and roads. 

The reason for making 
ths BllKprund an exclu- 
s&n zone: the Housing 

has. refused 
because it is 

inquiry I was toid 
was being done to 
the situation and the 

Playground would be ready 
fbr use fairly soon. Sad to 
say when this does happen 
it will be no big deal. 

To begin with the site is 
too small to cater for an 
estate intended to house 
MO famillas - &.has a My 
seesaw, a dimMg frame. 
a slide and just One set of 
swings. 

mere is no fiat surface 
for go-kattlng or bikes and 
nothing amactive to keep 
the m m  adventurnus 
children witNn the estate. 

B U ~  there IS an even 
greater drawback and I CBR 
only a m e  that the 
Defence Land Agent (ncw 
responsible for the estate) 
Is unaware of the ramm- 
mendatbns of the Netional 
Playing Fields Assaciatbn 
for Playground Planning for 
Local Communiti, . . . 
even thwgh *'haw 
been publicised, not Mst 
in SOLDIER whioh carried 
articles in the summers of 
1987 and 1988. 
playground in my falls opinion @f shortof the 

wha $hoM ham bea? 
achinred and Eontributss 

'I 

little to m e r  four main 

gioel, Meslive. 
and social. Crl IF YOU are earning less 
090 per c e p ~  of the then €175.50 a week you 
howes on the eaaM Ita on may be eligiEle for famtb 
Iheothersklaoftbmadto credit depending on a 
the p l a y e d  lwmber offactors such as 
0 cars pat& in a layby th. number of chUdren you 
gcraen the play area Imm have, savings etc. 
view 
.there are no slwping helpfamiliesonlowwages: 
po l imen ,  pedestrian soldiers are eligible at 
crossings or road barriers hOme and overseas. 
mar the Recent Incfeaws will 

mean more soldiers' fami- 
lies may now be either 
eligible for inCresSBS w fall 
into the bracket far claims. 

Famlly Credit Is bssed 

onWETpaysoinmtax atwnsl Insurance 
tions are not in- 
n the a~ses~men t  
Child Benefit and 
Oversees Allow 

aressimpoctantmams (levelbpma FAMILY CREDIT 

mls benem is aimed to 

perk, 
Abwt tb WndeDt lhmg 

piace of costs are 
Induded. 

In rem-& M t h s  pmpk 
takkg home bs(wsen PM 
and f170 per week have 
queliRed for this regular tan 
free cash payment for 
working families WIUI chic 
dren. 

It is not a loan. and dcas 
not have to be pald back. 
Soldlers should check m 
toseeiflhayaraelyliblefaf 
Family C d i  whbh is paid 
for 26 weeks. 

Unit Pay Ofheas aU have 
the relevant infannetlon. 

cakulebons are ccinpli- 
cated end 250.000 peopk 
are ing already soine soldiers. claiming indud- Back- 

dated claims are net 
acoeplsd. Posl OfRCes in 
the UK and BFWS have 
leaflets on me Subm. 
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1 %  I Loco name 
words: 

b , >  .r ITA ’ rail role 
‘ A UNIQUE Territorial Army regiment is 
1 to receive a SUI& honour - a locomotive 

. I  is m be named after it. 

. . Members of 275 Railway S q u a d ,  
Royal Corps of Transport (Volunteers) are 

: delighted that they arc to be immortalised 
d on a brand new, llomiles an hour Class 90 

Corps of Trsnsport 

other Six days training in the UK. 
New members spend thdr first m 

weeks on a recruits’ c o m e  et Grantham, 
and go an to obtsin the bpsic trade 
quplification of RpilwpymDn A3(TA) on 
~oulrys in BAOR, learning a b u t  military 
Iocomotivca and railways, and continental 
rolling stock. 

Skilled BR maintenance staff m e  in 
the squadron, although badged to the 
Royal Elefnical and Mefhaoicpl En- 
gineers. They undertake the RCT recruits’ 
course but are usually dassified 
nnmediatcly as vehicle mechanics, 
elmrieians 01 metalsmiths. 

Civil engiwring IS covered by a 
8cparste spciplist team from the Royal 
Enginms, whose membem cany out nsck 
maintmancenndarerecruitedlprgclyfrom 
BR permanmt way WT. 

The OC 275 Sqn, Maj Bob Poarson, is 
dnncloplllent officer fm the container side 
of BR and has beon in the TA since 1970. 
32 

“BR has always been very supportive at 
the highest levels of the TA,” he said. 

The nameplate will be unveiled on 
November 15. During the ceremony a 
guard of honour will consist of membus of 
275 Sqn and it is hoped a member will be 
at the wheel of the new lom on that day. 

Invitations have been sent to Maj Gen 
Colin Canington, Director General of 
T r a n ~ p ~ ~ t  and Movements, and former 
commpnders of the squadron. 

Earlier this year the squadron was 
presented with an inter-city restaurant car 
by BR chairmpo Sir R o b  Reid. It will be 
uxd for briefings and maeation. 

TWO years ago BR also handed over a 
Dnuy 03 shunter. The part time soldiers 
cxcrcise on the track at Long Marston 
Army depot, where for d s m  they even 
adopt German signalhg methods. 

Terrier teams provide medical 
BAOR ambulance trains . cover in 

A WIDE range of civilian jobs 
are represented by soldiers in 
the RAMC TA’s 335 BAOR 
Ambulance Train unit, one of 
ten which form the Ambulance 
Train Squadron. In the event of 
war they would provide staff 
for BAOR ambulance trains. 

The CO is Lt Col David 
Miles, senior civilian medical 
practitioner for the Ministry of 
Defence at the Medical Recep 
tion Centre, Rheindablen. 
He said “My soldiers’ jobs 

range from a slaughterman to a 
coal miner, and most are ex 
Regular soldiers who have 
settled in Germany. Some of 
my women soldiers are nur?es, 
bur most ate wives of mw 
soldiers in Germany. 

‘When the unit was founded 
four years ago, we had to train 

/I 
ll 

ourselves one soldier from had scratch any as RAMC only 

one Service nursing background, offcer and had only any 

Service background. 
“Now, everyone they come 

into by the contact very higb with standard is impressed they 

have achieved.’’ 
On erercise it had been 

shown that trains were not 
carrying enough water, so a bed 
has been removed from each 
c a d g e  to make m m  for a 
storage tank. 

Col Miles said “On a train 
farrying 54 staff and 600 
patients, you need a lot of 
water. Our trains can move 
casualties in comfort, light and 
warmth, at a reasonable speed 
over very long distances at a 
relatively cheap cost.” 

He said that with new stock 
on its way and improvements to 
existing trains, there was the 
prospect in the next two years 
of moving more trains on larger 
exercises. 

“That would make it more 
realistic for us, because that is 
what we would be doing in war. 
It is no use spending two hours 
loading a train only to move it 
for one hour.’’ 
79 Railway Squadron, Royal 

Corps of Transprt, is mponsi- 
ble for the maintenance and 
running of BAOR ambulance 
trains in time of war. 

It holds the nucleus of 
purpose-built and converted 
coaches to marshal eight trains, 
suitably augmented by civilian 
rolling stock. Two more trains, 
consisting entirely of stock used 

for civilian passengers, can be 
called on if needed. 

The BAOR ambulance stock 
is of two basic varieties, the 
Bymk, built in 1952-53 for the 
American Forces and inherited 
by the squadron in 1974, and 
the Byge, former German 
passenger coaches with the 
seats removed and replaced by 
racks for stretchers. 

These are post-war rebuilds 
of earlier steel Wed four and 
six-wheeled coaches on bogie 
underframes, rebuilt between 
1950 and 1959. They were 
taken over by the squadron in 
1978. 

Thought is now being given 
to the replacement of the 
ambulance stock. A contain- 
erised system may be chosen, 
mainly on the grounds of cost. 
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'lease send me ................... copylies of 
h e  Soldier Calendar 1990. 

endose my Chqudpo in S steriing, payable to 
Command Cashier UKLF 
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Maidstone 106221 690690 

The pictures below differ in ten details. Find 
them and you could be fSO richer or win a new 
book. Just circle the differences in the right hand 
picture, cut out the whole panel, add your name 
and address and send to HOAY 471, SOLDIER, 
Ordnance Road, Aldershot Gull 2DU by Oct 6. 
Do not include anything else in your envelope. 

More than one entry can be submitted but 
photofopies cannot be accepted. 

The first correct entries drawn will be the 
winners. No correspondence can be enterdinto. 

The names of the winner of the €50 first prize 
and two runners-up will be announced in the 
October 30 issue. E 5 0  I 
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L O G I C A L  MOVE F O R  
A S E C O N D  CAREER 

011 know that plenty of opportunities await you but you Y anticipate missing the lifestyle? You are also concerned 
thatthe high standardsyou maintain in yourwork might not be 
appreciated elsewhere? Then stay with work of national 
importance and join us at the Atomic Weapons Establishment 
at Aldermaston and Burghfield in Berkshire where your skills 
will be highlyvalued in a high-tech environment. 

We are interested in hearing from personnel who are 
leaving the armed forces and the experience/skills they have to 
offer us. 

There are a wide range of job opportunities at AWE. For 
example, we wish to recruit suitably qualified Engineers, 
Scientists, Technicians, Skilled Craftsmen, Administrative 
(clerical, typing, secretarial, reprographic) and Process & 
General Supervisor grades and various support grades for 
instance Storekeepers and Health Physics Monitors. 

Why not let us help you in your choice of a new career? 
Pleasewriteto the Personnel Division, Building F6.1, MOD (PE), 
AWE Aldermaston, Reading, Berks RG7 4PR. Quoting Ref 
( S 0 / 9 / 89 1. Tell us about the kind of work that interests you 
and we will let you know about suitable vacancies, salaries and 
other useful information. Good promotion prospects and the 
possibility of rented or single accommodation as well as a 
lively sports and social club including a theatre and a 
subsidised restaurant, are among the other attractions of 
employment at AWE. There are also good local employment 
prospects for the rest of your family. 

ALDERMASTON AND BURGHFIELD 
Wearean Equal Opportunitiesernployer and amfullywrnmiRedtoequaI opprmniNpOlicies. 
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FOOTBAK BOARDSAILING 

ll Who cares II REGULAR OR TERRITORIAL- 
YOU'RE A MEMBER OFTHE 

ARMED FORCES 

IS THE MAGAZINE OF 

qeporting fortnightly on the people, movements, 
?xercises, expeditions, sport and equipment of 
he British Army, SOLDIER is produced primarily 
or Soldiers - wfiether you are Regular or TA 
(ou need to know what is going on, and where - 

so stay in touch with YOUR ARMY - 

THE BRITISH ARMY 11 The Royal Btitish Legion does. II 
When you join us you can continue to enjoy all the 

best you get from Service life. Think of all the friends 
you make, the tremendous feeling ofhelonging and thk 
team spirit. The Royal British Legion offers you all this 
andthechanceto helpthoseless fortunatethan yourself. 

The  Royal British Legion has 3,500 branches 
throughout the UKand Worldwide including B.A.O.R. 
Don't wait until you leave the Services to join up. 
Join us now - there's no better time. 

Fill in the coupon below or telephone 01-930 8131. 

~ 

1 
mpey fan Sgt Richard Yopg 
lnlonnstlon Offlce and was 

*ORDER YOUR COPY 
NOW! 

OR TAKE OUT AN 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION - 
UK f14.55 BFPO f10.00 

I OVERSEAS f18.55 
send your eheque/PO payable to 
"command Cashiir UKLF ' A= ?A Rihurry to beat the big pona I 

w 

tnnCrstthe*-gybe 
msaCTind.uslippdtbU$l 
to win wk& MplppM sccom& 
OCdt colin Pettifa easily won 
the OPBC race. 

ThCfkCtSWrrereCplle4for 
tmd stprm to the third e, 
wa3 beginnine to drift inn the 
am. Nevertbelesl R& led 
from s m  to finish as he 
avenged his mishop.J, with 
Bulmer JOMS d d 
Tindpll third. 
Home romped to victory in 

theheavywcightswithRossd 
Smyth tied in wxoud. Putifer 
again won the OPBC fompeti- 
tion with ease, abeed of hiaj 
Tony Stephemon. 

Thecetuutoshmwaaa 
difticdt one with Eaitom 
dreadhgadunlringassewagc 
bcgaa to mount on the 
shbrrline. When m m  effhmu~ 
PaUfedkKo rhe bay osemi$&L 
w a s d e c i d e d m c n r t a i l t h e  
championships. 

Robens in the lightweights, but 
when the former p c k  the 

whifb WlLI iUSt 88 W d l s  SCWE@ 

C 

I Now there's more choice than ever from Bristol Street Exnort Sales! 

smyth third. 8802 W S  
CalmM won the Opn Pduc-  
tion Bosrdclnss - Dsiled for the 
first time - ahead$ hiaj Peter 
Myan. 

The Id -tal 
ofticfrapprolchdrmnpetition 
ogpniser cppt Nd c w  
befive tha s m  of: the second 
race m WM him,thrt sewage 
pollution was a w b i l i t y  in 
the sailing am beEause of a 
burst sewage d. It was 
decided to continue as long as 
the hazsrd was not carried into 
the sailing area. 

Whik the lightlpdghts got 
aught by the &ment, the 
heavyweights startsd well with 
Cordon Smyth lcading from 
start to finish. He was agam 
f0uoand in by Rossbd Home. 

Trrv~r Bdmts$nes once 
again battled out the lead wtth 

Freepost. Bmmlq, Kent ER29 BR II neeri rules I 
W UK & W&tem Europe insurance? No problem I Rank and Name 

W UK Delivery or we will ship to you direct I Address 

Tel NO (home) - I Tel No (work) 
W Agents for P%O. European Ferries 

Phone (car model m~ Bab BmhL on01-46091M or cut outthe couwn for vourfreelnforatbn Pack 

Delivery date required 
larpartexchange - 
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ristol Street 1 x 
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