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Mortar attack
shows need
for vigilance

Living Doll: Cpl Lorna Waud found herself on
centre stage when Sir Cliff Richard entertained
Wimbledon spectators during a lengthy break for
rain. As the entertainer belted out a selection of his
old hits, Lorna - on duty as a seating steward —
was keeping photographers at bay.

“He got closer and closer to me, then took me by
the arm,” said a slightly stunned Lorna, who ended
up swaying along with Sir Cliff’s “backing group”
which included top players Virginia Wade, Martina

Cpl Waud, who serves with 238 (London) Signal
Squadron at Chelsea Barracks, was one of 95
Army personnel among 270 from all three Services
who acted as seating stewards during the tourna-
ment: It was her third year at the championships,

but not, she hopes, her last. She is due to leave the

Army after 21 years soon after Wimbledon 97.
Although they wear uniform, a tradition dating

back to 1946, all Service stewards are required to

take leave during Wimbledon fortnight. London

Fire Brigade also provides stewards in uniform.

ARMY bases worldwide were maintaining a high state of vigilance
after the mortar bomb attack on Quebec Barracks in Osnabriick on
June 28 for which the IRA has admitted responsibility.

There were no British casu-
alues when an explosion
occurred within the perimeter
of the barracks. The weapon
was fired from a van parked
outside the barracks.

Brig Richard Dannatt, Com-
mander 4th Armoured Brigade,
which has its headquarters in
Osnabriick, confirmed that the
attack was launched without
warning from a white Ford
Transit flatbed cargo vehicle
with a blue tarpaulin covering
its load area.

It was "parked on a small
metalled road leading to the
back gate of the barracks, on
the southern side of the camp.
The gate was not in use at the
time of the explosion.

One round exploded 30m
inside the perimeter and
another landed between the
double perimeter fences but
failed to detonate. Damage
was limited to windows and
private cars parked nearby.

A major investigation is
being led by the German
authorities.

Quebec Barracks is the
home of HQ 4 Armd Bde,
which recently returned from
Bosnia, and 21 Engineer Regi-
ment. Nearly 700 people work
in the barracks.

Osnabriick is the largest
British Garrison town in Ger-
many, with six British barracks
and 4,900 soldiers. Including
families, there are 10,700

British personnel in the town.

Other barracks house the
Queen’s Royal Lancers, The
Green Howards, 4 Regiment
RA, 1 Battalion REME and
2nd Field Ambulance RAMC.

Brig Dannatt deplored the
terrorist attack, which had also
placed at risk the lives of many
German civilians living near
the barracks. He thanked the
German authorities for their
outstanding response to the
incident, in particular the
German Police and Fire and
Rescue Service.

An attempt by the IRA to
bomb Quebec Barracks took
place in June 1988, when four
out of five charges laid near a
dormitory block were defused.
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There has been considerable
interest in the sale from a large
number of bidders who have
been whittled down to the best
four as the competition reaches
its final stages.

But will the sale bring genuine
benefits to the occupants of Ser-
vice married quarters? And will
the transfer to private ownership
affect those families who value
the special nature of “patch” life in
a supportive Service community?

The answer to the first gues-
tion is a clear “yes™ £100 million
of the proceeds from the sale will
be spent directly on improving
married quarters across the
United Kingdom.

This is a large sum of money —
equivalent to a 50 per cent
increase in funding for housing
improvements over five years —
but it is what it will take to. bring
quarters up to the high standards
which Service families deserve.

All'too many homes taken over
by the new Defence Housing
Executive (DHE) management
have been found to be in poor
condition, with a backlog of major
improvements outstanding. The
money raised by the sale will
enable MoD to carry out an accel-
erated upgrade programme over
the next five to seven years. This
will not only sort out the near-term
problem, but make it a lot easier
to maintain the upgraded quar-
ters in the right condition in the
future.

Quite apart from this new
money, the sale will also allow the
existing housing budget to be
better targeted. MoD currently
owns more than 12,000 empty
properties in England and Wales
alone, on which it is forced to
spend resources for mainte-
nance and security.

Although we will always need a
substantial “management margin”
of temporarily vacant quarters,

the current vacancy rate is far too
high. Some 2,500 quarters which
are now surplus to requirements,
and any future surpluses, will be
disposed of more efficiently and
more quickly to the new buyers,
leaving MoD free to concentrate
its resources on the quarters the
Services need, not the ones we
don't.

Service families then can look
forward to substantial improve-
ments in the quality and manage-
ment of their homes. What other
difference can they expect?
Remarkably little. Residents will
continue to deal solely with the
DHE, which will still be entirely
responsible for allocating, man-
aging and maintaining the quas-
ters Service families occupy.

The independent Armed
Forces Pay Review Body will
continue to set accommodation
charges according to its own cri-
teria, just as it does at present.

COMMITMENT

MoD'’s commitment to provide
houses for all entitled personnel
will remain undiluted. There will
be no reason why residents
should even remember the name
of the new buyer; it is MoD, not
they, who will be the new owner’s
tenants, on 200-year leases.

There is one vital tenet which
the MoD has insisted on through-
out the sale process: the preser-
vation of “patches” in which
Service communities can live
together.

The message has come from
the top: the Chiefs of Staff and
Secretary of State have ensured
that this much-vaiued “support
system” is maintained.

Some estates may consist of a
number of sites, not all of which
will necessarily be retained by the
Services.

In places this may result in
mixed estates, but there is noth-
ing new in that. The point is the

Benefits seen
from married

quarters sale

From the Director of Personal Services (Army), Brig Peter Currie

THE SALE of the Married Quarters Estate in England and Wales has attracted some high-
profile coverage in the news recently, and the Secretary of State has written to all estate
residents to update them on the latest position.

sites that MoD retains will not be
broken up, nor will the buyer be
able to “cherry-pick” the best
parts of a site, nor fill up vacant
houses in married quarter patch-
es to create a mixed estate with
civilian tenants.

Mixed civilian-military estates
have been in existence for some
time and they have served to
strengthen our ties with local
communities.

This latest negotiated safe-
guard of Service interests
ensures that “patches” of Service
houses will remain intact and
grouped together to maintain the
“support system” so important to
our transient lifestyle

The buyer can offer us aswap,
whereby we give up a site in
return for another site of equal or
better quality. Very detailed legal
criteria have been laid down to
define the acceptability of an
alternative site.

These don't just include the
standards and number of proper-
ties, but travel time to place of
duty; suitability for community
occupation; the availability of
amenities on site and local facili-
ties (such as schools and hospi-
tals); and even employment
opportunities for dependants in
terms of local job vacancy rates.

MoD has made it clear from the
start that the sale will only go
ahead on the right terms; terms
which satisfy the interests of the
Services. The Chiefs of Staff
have played a major part in shap-
ing the final proposals and agree
that as they now stand they pass
this crucial test.

Ministers and Service chiefs
agree that the proposals provide
a sound basis for real improve-
ments in Service housing which
are long overdue.

® Peers’ concern — Page 7;
Lifestyle — Page 13; Letter -
Page 28

Recruits
swarm to
join Bee
Company

A SWARM of bees took up
temporary residence at the
Royal Irish Regiment base at
Kilkeel, home of the 3rd Bat-
talion’s aptly named B Compa-
ny.

The visitors, estimated to be
10,000 strong, moved into a
hollow post at the entrance to
the base at Mourne Abbey.

“We’ve always known that B
Company was very popular so
perhaps we shouldn’t be sur-
prised they chose us,” said
company commander Maj
Max Hanlon. “We are looking
for sharply turned-out recruits,
but 10,000 at one fell swoop is
too many for us.”

The unit buzzed the local
environmental health office
and requested that the visitors
be hived off to a more suitable
location.

Tonisvorst
Freedom

SOLDIERS of 280 (UK)
Signal Squadron exercised the
Freedom of Stadt Tonisvorst
during their first public parade
since the disbandment of 28
(BR) Signal Regiment last
December,

The parade marked the
renewal of ties between the
German community and the
resident Royal Signals unit.

Tonisvorst’s Freedom was
originally conferred on 28 Regt
in 1976 and the Stadt council
is to discuss granting the
honour to 280 Sgn, in its own
right. The squadron, part of
LANDCENT Signal Group, is
the only British unit in Ger-
many under full NATO com-
mand.

Army and Royal Air Force
posts in Germany on March
31 1996 totalled 29,500. Run-
ning costs for these forces in
1995-96 was £1,340 million. —
Parliamentary reply.
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Sennelager sappers build a road for the Pope

ROYAL Engineers and range
control staff helped transform
a field at Sennelager for a Papal
mass attended by more than
80,000 people.

A massive platform was con-
structed on the site used for the

Rhine Army Summer Show,
and a road was built so that
Pope John Paul II could drive
through the huge congregation
in his “Popemobile”.
Thousands of  visitors
flocked to Paderborn and Sen-

nelager for the occasion, and
the Pope was greeted on the
ranges at Sennelager by the
Garrison Commander, Brig
David Leakey, and Lt Col John
Fairhurst, who represented
Brig Tresham Gregg, Com-

Hussars’ Bosnia
tour recognised

A BRITISH armoured regiment has received a unique Canadian commen-

dation for outstanding work with NATO

The Queen’s Royal Hussars,
just returned from a six-month
tour with the NATO Peace
Implementation Force, con-
tributed a sabre squadron of
Challenger tanks, a recce troop
equipped with Scimitars and a
Headquarters Squadron to the
battle group in the 2 Canadian
Multi-National Brigade.

It is the first time the Cana-
dian Forces Unit Commenda-
tion, which recognises a unit
deed or activity considered
beyond the demands of normal
duty, has been awarded by the
Canadian Government to a
foreign army.

The narrative accompanying
the citation says the Catterick-
based QRH soldiers defused
potentially explosive situations
by using a delicate balance of
deployed force and skilful
negotiation. The Raoyal
Armoured Corps regiment
established excellent rapport
in the area and implemented
its military tasks with an excep-
tionally fair, firm and even-
handed approach.

The Hussars maintained
high levels of discipline and
morale in a difficult opera-
tional environment and as a
result the QRH battle group
“became a model for similar
IFOR initiatives throughout
the theatre,” says the citation.

Lt Col Nigel Beer, CO
QRH, who commanded the
battle group in Bosnia, said: “1
am extremely proud. This is a
fantastic recognition for the
work done by every individual
in the battle group.”

The regiment has been pre-
sented with a medallion and a
special flag which will fly out-
side its headquarters for a year.
A scroll and citation will be
handed over in due course.

peacekeeping forces in Bosnia.

— L

Over to you: Maj Gen Mike Jackson (right) hands over command of
Headquarters Multi-National Division South West - the British divi-
sion in Bosnia — to Maj Gen John Kiszely at their Banja Luka HQ

Presidential welcome

MORE than 1,000 men and
women from all three Armed
Services took part in the offi-
cial welcome to President
Nelson Mandela of South
Africa on July 9 at the start of
his historic State visit.

Officers and men of the
Grenadier, Irish and Welsh
Guards were joined by the
Queen’s Colour Squadron of
the RAF and Royal Marines to
line both sides of the Mall for

the procession between Buck-
ingham Palace and Horse
Guards Parade.

Simultaneous salutes were
fired by The King’s Troop,
RHA, in Green Park and the
Honourable Artillery Compa-
ny from the Tower of London.

Four guards bands and a
double standard Sovereign’s
Escort from the Household
Cavalry Mounted Regiment
were also involved.

mander Training Support
Command.

Pope John Paul thanked Brig
Leakey for the use of the facili-
ty. Military exercises on the
training area were halted
during the Papal visit.

What the papers have been saying

Chiefs of Staff are studying a
special review board recom-
mendation that officers as well
as other ranks should be eligible
for long service and good con-
duct medals. — Times

J The Pentagon has con-
firmed that US and Allied troops
in the Gulf War could have been
exposed to chemical weapons.
A battalion of US combat engi-
neers was within three miles of a
bunker containing chemical
munitions blown up by the Allies
in March 1991. — Guardian

[ British troops are using an
area of Bosnia evacuated by
fleeing Serbs to test weapons
and missiles that are becoming
too politically controversial to
fire at home. Labour MP Ann
Clywd condemned firings by
Warrior, AS90 and RAF ground
attack aircraft on land leased at
Glamoc. — Observer

1 Budget cuts and a manage-
ment consultancy review have
raised fears in curators that they
are seeing the beginning of the
end for the country’'s Army
museums. — Independent

[J Thousands of former PoWs
who claim they lost pay while
incarcerated during the Second
World War have won a fresh
review of their cases. The sum
involved 50 years ago was £1
million, and the 14,000 former
Servicemen believe it is now
worth up to £190 million. —
Times

3 Sgt lan Chillcott of Alder-
shot-based 216 Parachute Sig-
nals Squadron has landed the
heaviest carp ever caught, a
49lb 40z monster taken from
Horton Church Lake in Berk-
shire. — Aldershot News

d The Swiss Army’s
squadron of carrier pigeons has
been demobilised after 77
years, making way for the
advance of electronic communi-
cations. — Times
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THOUSANDS gathered at
war cemeteries and memorials
across northern France to
mark the 80th anniversary of
the Battle of the Somme.

The largest ceremony,
organised by the Royal British
Legion, was at the Thiepval
Memorial, where a moving
service was attended by the
Duke of Gloucester and the
Northern Ireland Secretary,
Sir Patrick Mayhew, whose
father fought on the Somme.

The British Army was rep-
resented by, the Adjutant Gen-
eral, Gen Sir Michael Rose. A

LCpls Michael Cornish and Tony Evans 27 of the 1st Battalion, The Royal Welch Fusiliers sound the
Last Post at the Thiepval Memorial on the 80th anniversary of the Battle of the Somme

Ulster link evokes
Somme memories

contingent of 120 Territorial
Army soldiers from 107
(Ulster) Brigade supported
the event.

The North Irish TA Band
played, and soldiers of 254
Provost Company RMP (Vol-
unteers) accompanied British
VIPs during the wreath-laying.

First World War veterans
aged between 97 and 102
attended and five laid wreaths.

They included centenarian
Robert Burns, who “went
over the top” on the first day
of the Battle of the Somme.
He paid tribute to fallen com-

Royal walkabout:The Duchess of Kent meets soldiers of The Royal

Dragoon Guards at Girdwood Park military base during a two-day
visit to Northern Ireland. The Duchess, who is Deputy Colonel-in-
Chief of the RDG, is pictured with Lt Col Mark Faulkner, the com-
manding officer, and WO1(RSM) Barry Port, during a tour of the base

Picture: Laurie Manton s

rades of the Cameron High-
landers. He was one of only 75
to survive the battle, out of 800.

By the end of the first day,
the British Army had suffered
58,000 casualties, including
more than 19,000 dead.

At Thiepval, the 150ft high
memorial records the names
of 72,085 British and South
African soldiers who died on
the Somme between July 1,
1916 and March 20, 1918 and
who have no known grave. It is
the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission’s largest
memorial.

Soldiers from 107 Bde were
involved in the Thiepval ser-
vice and another at the nearby
Ulster Tower, where brigade
commander Brig John Smales
laid a wreath. The brigade
provided a band, a marching
contingent, an honour guard
and administrative support for
the Somme Association.

The original 36th (Ulster)
Division, of which 107 Brigade
was the senior brigade, suf-
fered 5,500 casualties in the
battle. It advanced further
than any other British division
but was forced back to its orig-
inal positions by the second
day and withdrawn from the
frontline.

H B
A summary of Defence
topics from Westminster

Concern

In Lords
over MQs

LORD VIVIAN asked in the
Lords on June 19 whether the
Government was satisfied that
the proposals for the sale of
married quarters represented
sound financial policy.

Among other peers to voice
concerns were Fd Marshal Lord
Bramall, who spoke of a “bleak”
outlook for Service families at
the end of the sale, and Lord
Boyd-Carpenter, who asked the
Government to reconsider the
decision because it would have
a “bad effect” on recruiting.

Defence minister Earl Howe
said: “Our policy remains to pro-
vide the right housing in the right
locations for all entitled person-
nel who wish to exercise that
entitlement. This will continue to
be the case after the sale of the
estate.”

He added, in reply to Lord
Bramall: “| recognise there are
real worries among Service fam-
ilies about the Government's
proposals. To a degree, | blame
myself for not having reassured
them sufficiently because |
believe that many of the worries
are misplaced.

“The only difference that a
Service family will notice after
the sale goes through is the
upgrading of those properties
which badly need attention. In
all other respects, families’ lives
should remain exactly as they
are now.”

Asked by Lord Shaughnessy
whether Armed Forces’ opin-
ions had been sought before the
decision, the Minister said that
Service chiefs had been con-
sulted and families had been
kept “in regular touch” with the
plans.

O O o

Availability rates for Warrior
and Challenger 1 have improved
considerably over the past three
years, Defence Procurement
Minister James Arbuthnot said
in a Commons written reply.

Answering a question by
Shadow Defence Secretary David
Clark about battlefield equip-
ment reliability returns, he said
both vehicles had consistently
achieved availability rates in
excess of 90 per cent in Bosnia.

The Multiple Launch Rocket
System fleet, modified in 1994-
95, showed a slight improve-
ment in availability in the past year.
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Back to

basics
for RSA
gunners

FOR once, the gunners of 14
Regiment, Royal Artillery have
had a chance to take part in an
exercise of their own.

Normally, the unit, which
forms an integral part of the
Larkhill-based Royal School of
Artillery, trains others to oper-
ate the 43-ton AS90 self-pro-
pelled gun and 105mm Light
Gun.

A rare break in the school’s
busy training schedule provid-
ed an opportunity for the com-
manding officer, Lt Col David
Lewthwaite, to test his own
AS90 gun crews by disabling
the weapon system’s highly
accurate computerised fire
control system. It allows gun-
ners to hit a target with pin-
point accuracy.

This meant the gunners had

The Duke of York inspects sol-
diers of the 1st Battalion, The
Royal Irish Regiment before
presenting the battalion with
new Colours at Catterick on
June 29.

Prince Andrew, who is
Colonel-in-Chief, was accom-
panied by Gen Sir Charles
Huxtable, Colonel of the regi-
ment, and Lt Col Philip Baxter,
CO of the 1st Battalion. Guests
included Gen Sir Roger Wheel-
er, C-in-C Land Command and

Awaiting orders: A 105mm Light Gun crew stands ready for action on Salisbury Plain. From left are Gnrs
Adam Osbourne, Lee Beaumont and Paul Johnson, and the gun’s No 1, Bdr Wayne Donohue

to use compasses, firing tables
and directors to work out their
target co-ordinates.

Firing was controlled by
Sergeant Major Instructor of
Gunnery WO2 Robert Hartas,
who ensured that quality and

Colours

of Irish

Deputy Colonel of The Royal
Irish Regiment.

During the ceremony, the old
Colours of the Royal Irish
Rangers were trooped and
marched off. The new regiment

technical standards were main-
tained and conditions for firing
were safe. On an adjacent part
of the Salisbury Plain training
area, fire missions for a detach-
ment of Light Guns were con-
trolled by Capt Lucy Wood.

was created in July 1992 on the
amalgamation of The Royal
Irish Rangers and the Ulster
Defence Regiment.

The Chaplain General, the
Rev Dr Victor Dobbin, conse-
crated the new Colours before
they were presented to the bat-
talion.

After the parade, the Duke
met officers and other ranks
and their families, spoke to reg-
imental old comrades and had
lunch in the officers’ mess.

Heavy rain soaked the crews
as they fired for effect, but did
not put them off their aim.

After the exercise 14 Regt
went back to ensuring gunners
passing out of the Royal School
of Artillery are second to none.

SOLDIERS of 1 Royal Horse
Artillery have been training on Sal-
isbury Plain in preparation for the
regiment’s deployment to Bosnia.

Eight Royal Irish Regiment sol-
diers, five of them from the 3rd
Battalion based at Portadown,
were part of a 16-man British team
which scooped five major trophies
and more than 50 medals in an
international marksmanship com-
petition, Exercise Waltzing Matil-
da, held in Brisbane.

A refurbished training centre for
the 19 detachments of the Wilt-
shire Army Cadet Force was
opened at Tilshead, Salisbury
Plain, by Fd Marshal Sir Roland
Gibbs, the county’s Lord Lieu-
tenant.

Company teams from London-
based 4th Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets, were placed first
and runners-up in the London Dis-
trict Courage Trophy and Shield
competition at Longmoor training
area. They also won the falling
plates competition.

There are 33,300 boys and
6,100 girls enrolled in the Com-
bined Cadet Force in schools.
In 1994-95 the MoD contributed
£7.4 million to the cost of the
CCF. — Parliamentary reply .

Picture: Mary Davies
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Personal postman

When Maj Mike Vokes, a TA officer
with Royal Signals, CVHQ RA serving
with the HQ ARRC Rear in Bosnia,
was asked by his cousin in Canada to
post on a letter from her daughter to
ten-year-old Eneida Bulbul who lives
in Hrasnika, he went one better. Dis-
covering that the badly damaged vil-
lage is only two miles beyond ARRC

Main HQ, he made a small detour to

deliver the missive and gifts collect-

ed for local underprivileged children.

You could almost say
that, since the 1st
Battalion, Coldstream
Guards arrived for a
tour of duty in Northern
Ireland, husband and
wife LCpls Shaun and
Lisa Fox have been
able to meet only on a
“rotor” basis.

Security restrictions
on movement have
meant that Lisa, based
with the battalion at
Bessbrook, and Shaun,
a section commander at
Crossmaglen, have
seen each other on
three occasions in three
months - when either
has had to fly to the
other’s location on duty.

Playmg host to a delega : ~

tion of French Army offi- Blenven U a
cers when they visited =

his 4th Division Head- HaIM pSh ire

quarters at Aldershot

was Maj Gen Nigel Richards, the GOC. With him is
Maj Gen Pierre Coursier, Commander Lille District.

A brightly-coloured Bosnian bouquet con-
trasted vividly with the camouflage uni-
forms worn by TA soldiers Cpl Gary Silver
and LCpl Jane Timmins when they tied
the knot in the Bosnian town of Mrkonjic
Grad.

The ceremony, conducted by Padre
Kevin Savage, senior Chaplain of the
Multi-National Division, was attended by
more than 70 members of 7 Regiment
RLC and 32 Engineer Regiment.

Given away by Cpl Keith Metcalfe, a
close family friend and a fellow TA
member, Jane arrived at the church in a
decorated IFOR Land Rover escorted by
a pair of beribboned Harley Davidson
motor cycles.

The couple, both members of the Terri-
torial Army for more than ten years, are
currently serving with 7 Regt RLC in
Bosnia. In civvy street Jane works in a
bakery, Paul as a freelance photographer.
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Receiving a Joint
Commander’s Commendation
for outstanding work in former Yugo-
slavia was Capt Tom Lafferty of Naafi’s
Expeditionary Forces Institute.

Tom, being presented with his award
by Col lan Rees, spent six months as
head of a seven-person team in Split.
Working from the Dalma warehouse,
they provided much-needed shopping
facilites and other amenities for all
BRITFOR units.

Tom, who, like the others, had had no
previous military experience, underwent
a combined arms training course before
setting off.
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otential recruits to The
Rtggltr\:gntp Matt Smith and Louise
Darren Phillips (left) and
h Matt and a blindfolded
to guide around a mlne‘;
field” using the radio —were taking part mta:{)?ts
at Life week organised by the regnmet';:1
Shrewbury headquarters to boost recruiting.

Fitting radios
Staffordshire
Potter, are Ptes
Andrew Love. Bot
Louise — whom he had

= Kingsmen Gary Harding and
Greetl ngS Steven Becket and o LCpl
Stephen McDermot of 1 Kings
fro m meet Defence Secretary Michael
Portillo during his visit to Cyprus,
where the infantry battalion is one
of the two resident on the island.
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Pte William Charles (sitting, B s a ows
left), a former member of the w
8th Battalion, The Green Being towed out of Wentworth *
Howards, received a visit from . Barracks, Herford. in traditional s
two other members of an @ style by members of his staff in a
exclusive club on his 100th @ Scimitar appropriately crewed by
birthday. P members of his former regiment,

Fellow centenarians from The Light Dragoons, was Maj r
the regiment, 102-year-old ® Gen Roddy Cordy-Simpson,
Oliver Huskison (centre) and ® GOC 1 (UK) Armoured Division .
Septimus Dixon (101), joined @ for two-and-a-half years. He has i i i i
him to celebrate the occasion @ Deen appointed as DCOS at HQ {\?)klﬂ?s cr,:ggtﬁsisﬂvﬁgTO(fRZSOI\?I)(IﬂnI;?;F::gIt) S':rlnealgniis,%:s}
and share memories of F!rst °® Land, Wlltp_n. o _ tured with outgoing RSM Andy Parrack and the unit's
World War battles in which Also exiting, in similar fashion Col Richard Murphy.
they participated with the ® (inset), was Lt Col Richard Shir- : 1 Before taking up the post, Margaret, said to be the
Green Howards. _ @ eff, outgoing CO the King's Royal o first female RSM to be appointed to either a Regular or

William, seen with Sgt Chris @ Hussars, who left the plains of TA RAMC unit, was based at Aldershot's Cambridge
Fleming and Sgt Eddie @ Eritish  Army  Training ~ Unit Lt Col Adrian Bradshaw, will Military Hospital.
Strickland, 1 Greel_ﬂ Howards, P Sufnefd. Canada, in an opposi- lead the regiment through a busy The only possible snag she might encounter in her
was presented with a new tion force Salamander to take up season of opposition force battles new unit is that she admits to being a fervent support-
beret and cap badge, a plate ® a new post as Colonel, Army during the Medicine Man series of er of. . . Manchester United.
and a book by Lt Col Nick @ Plans at the MoD. His successor, exercises in Canada.

Ryan, CO 4/5 Battalion. 9000000000000 ¢C0000000000O0C0F®
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Whose fmger on the BFG health pulse?

CHANGES in any kind of welfare
provision always bring with them
anxieties and cautiousness. When
the Health Alliance was awarded
the contract to provide medical
services to families in BFG there
was a fair amount of suspicion and
rumour-mongering.

The system is beginning to work
now and it's becoming clear that,
while many people still have wor-
ries, families are still being looked
after to a high standard. There are
teething problems but these seem,
to me, to be more to do with
administration than treatment.

Both the British Forces Ger-
many Health Commission and the
Health Alliance took up an invita-
tion to appear in a half-hour spe-
cial Counterpoint programme on
BFBS and were more than helpful.

Keen to stress the positive
aspects of the new system, they
said that the cost of maintaining
bricks and mortar in Service hospi-
tals is being converted to buying
care. This is, clearly, an advan-
tage. Unlike the UK, GPs in BFG
are well supported by a central
management and their own man-

agers which means
that they don’t have to
be businessmen to
run the system. They
can concentrate on
what they do best —
caring for people.

A major advantage
is that the Health
Alliance can use non-
military channels to
find staff to cover
deployments.

Through their links
with Guy’s and St Thomas’s Hos-
pitals and with SSAFA, they
should be able to find the right staff
quickly.

Many were worried by the use
of German hospitals, which will be
introduced gradually. They were
concerned that staff might not
speak English, maternity arrange-
ments, problem-solving, medical
notes, medicines and other, small-
er issues that make hospitals more
homely.

The Health
Alliance say
they are aware

“The BFG Patients’
Charter is concrete
proof of a commitment
of the concerns to the community’

and are anxious to
reassure people that
the issues are being
addressed.

The Health Commis-
sion is the voice of the
client — the families —
and its role is to moni-
tor the situation. It also
intends to make sure
that the Health Alliance
can fulfil its brief while
taking into account
local needs.

For example, it is looking to
improve mental healthcare provi-
sion throughout BFG. Currently
much of the expertise is concen-
trated in Wegberg, at one end of
the area.

The Freephone Helpline started
as an information service on the
proposed new arrangements.
Recently it has become a forum for
people to express local concerns.
It has to be remembered that
people who call
a helpline for this
reason are moti-
vated and articu-
late, so looking

at their concerns may not give an
accurate picture, but there are
SOme common areas.

Among them are availability of
night cover, what parents can do
for their children in an emergency,
and the proximity of a designated
hospital. These were all concerns
under the old system.

In some remote areas — | lived
in one of them — the nearest hospi-
tal was an hour away. The situa-
tion exists in the UK . . . my nearest
hospital is nearly an hour away.

The good news is that every
family will have advice on a phone
number. Their call will be routed
through the system until they
reach a human voice.

Some concerns remain and will
always exist because of the way
Service families live under a
system where healthcare is pro-
vided by the employer.

But it has to be remembered
that, with the increasing mobility of
workers, many families are living
and working overseas with multi-
national companies who make
provision for healthcare.

A fact of life is that any system

of healthcare provision is only as
good as the people who use it.

The language has changed.
Patients are no longer called
patients. They are clients. It may
seem like a small matter of
semantics but it does reflect a
change in emphasis.

Any organisation providing a
health service is now accountable
to its end-users — even in the UK.
In BFG there are now Garrison
Health  Liaison = Committees.
These are places where everyone
has representatives who they can
lobby. The BFG Health Service
meets local Commands and
health care staff with strong user
representation.

There are people with the
power to sort out unsolved prob-
lems. Itis also a forum to float new
proposals.

This is, in my opinion, an excel-
lent way in which to manage
change in such an emotive area.

In the pipeline is a BFG
Patients’ Charter. Whatever critics
of such charters may say, this is
concrete proof of a commitment to
the community. In the UK con-

sumers can use a charter to point
to broken promises.

No one is pretending that
everything in the garden is lovely
and those currently making the
system work are aware that they
are under scrutiny. As an interest-
ed bystander, | have to say |
remain impressed by the sensitiv-
ity with which all parties are deal-
ing with change.

Sensing, | suspect, that | was
taking a rather gung-ho attitude to
life overseas, both interviewees
from tthe Health Commission and
the Health Alliance pointed out to
me that a young wife, new to Ger-
many and separated from her
husband by his tour in Bosnia,
was unlikely to feel so confident.

If the future of healthcare in
Germany is in the hands of people
such as this | think we can be fairly
confident that needs will be
addressed as long as they are
made clear by the clients.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO 786;
or c/o Soldier.

Boarding allowance
eligibility extended

Calls in

the red

BOSNIA-based troops from
Tidworth and Bulford will
soon be able to phone home
from a traditional British tele-
phone box.

The smart red kiosk was
donated to 215 Signal
Squadron at 1st Mechanised
Brigade Headquarters, Tid-
worth, by David Wildman of
Sovereign Motors, Tidworth.

Painstakingly restored by
215 Sqn soldiers left behind to
look after family welfare and
keep the unit ticking over, the
kiosk was sent to Bosnia to
add a home flavour to the wel-
fare telephone system used
by Tidworth soldiers to con-
tact their families.

Unicorn Kiosk Restorations
of Rainham, Essex, helped out
by providing new windows
and paint for the box.

Soldiers from 215 Sqn have
installed a new 200-line tele-
phone exchange for the town
of Sipovo.
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REVISED  Boarding  School
Allowance regulations have made
it possible for the children of Ser-
vice personnel to remain in full-
time education until age 19 if their
course lasts up to three years or
nine academic terms.

Now the rules have been modi-
fied to allow children to qualify for
payment of BSA until they are 19 if
they are required to sit a one-year
BTEC foundation course giving
them access to a two-year BTEC
course of a similar nature.

The rules, which come into
effect on August 1, have also been
simplified to let children over the

age of 16 live in college-approved
lodging schemes provided the
scheme is approved by the Service

Children's  Education  agency
(SCE).

This includes hostels not run by
the college.

Onus for visiting the accommo-
dation to ensure that it is satisfac-
tory has been placed firmly with the
Service parents.

They will be required to sign a
certificate to that effect when they
request approval for the college to
be added to the MoD’s Admissible
Schools List under the Boarding
School Allowance scheme.

Food contract liaison
team in the spotlight

MEDIA attention fell on the con-
tract for food supply to units and
schools in Germany when the
Army Liaison Team (ALT) held an
open day on its new premises. The
event was reported on SSVC's
Scene Here programme.

The liaison team, part of 12
Supply Regiment RLC, acts as an
intermediary between customers —
units and schools — and the hold-
ers of the contract, Naafi.

Based at Naafi headquarters at

Kempen, it tackles problems aris-
ing from food supply, working
closely with both customer and
supplier.

ALT's move into new offices
gave team members a chance to
promote a wider awareness of their
work. The new office facilities were
formally opened by Col Richard
Bugler, Commander Logistic Sup-
port, HQ UKSC(G) and Mike Ford,
Naafi's European Distribution
Manager.

Eating disorders
help available

A MOTHER whose teenage son
struggled for years to beat the ill-
ness anorexia has opened a
clinic to treat young people suf-
fering from eating disorders.

Mrs Penelope Baily has
founded the Newmarket House
Clinic in Norwich to provide
caring and structured treatment
for 12 to 20-year-old sufferers.

The clinic can be contacted
on 01603 452226.

Maj Gen Jonathan Hall, GOC
Scotland, and his wife Sarah
opened the first HIVE - Help
Information Volunteer Exchange
- in Scotland on behalf of the
Army Families Federation.
HIVE co-ordinator Lorna
Robotom (centre) presents
Gen Hall with a plaque to mark
the occasion.

HIVEs, organised by Ser-
vice wives as information and

Scottish
HIVE ready

for buzzzzy
workload

advice centres for families, act as focal points for voluntary activities
within the military community. The new office in the community centre
at Dreghorn Barracks, Colinton, Edinburgh, will welcome families into
the garrison and act as a centre for employment and training oppor-
tunities. It will also provide a link to other support agencies, offering a
comprehensive and confidential service to Army families in Scotland.

Housing IS
THE major
concern —
AFF survey

HOUSING is the number one concern of Army families
based in Germany, according to those who took part in
a limited survey conducted by the Army Families Feder-
ation (AFF) at the Rheindahlen Show and the Rhine

Army Summer Show.

Specific issues focused on the
poor standard of quarters, long
waits for repairs, rent rises, the
sale of the married quarters estate,
interest in contract cleaning and
long lists for housing allocation.

Equally important to many was
the length of operational tours and
gaps between tours not being long
enough.

Families wanted to be together
for the birth of a child,
have more flexible travel
allocations and, in gen-
eral, better and more
uniform welfare arrange-
ments and advice when
their spouse was away
from home on extended
operational deployments,
exercises or training courses.

Other concerns of note were
better child care, better medical
care (especially for those having to
return to the United Kingdom for
treatment), more after-school and
sports activities for children, a
greater variety of jobs and better
pay for dependants, a reform of the
quarantine laws, dependency
status extended to the over-21s,

WHEN the Service Children’s
Education (SCE) came into being
on April 1 its headquarters were
established at Rheindahlen in
Germany.

But the agency also has a
headquarters in the United King-
dom . . . at Worthy Down near
Winchester.

It is able to offer advice and
information on all aspects of edu-
cation for Service children, includ-
ing its provision in the United
Kingdom, UK boarding schools,
and MoD educational allowances.

The Worthy Down office will
also liaise with local education
authorities and SCE overseas,
provide educational advice to
Service personnel and finance
branches and help parents with

‘Worthy school advice;

and more help and information for
groups such as newlyweds, sepa-
rating couples and spouses of
those resettling.

The questionnaire was under-
taken as part of the AFF launch in
May to find out what people want
from the new organisation.

About 200 took part in the
survey which, although not scien-
tific, pointed up many themes
already familiar to the
Federation, some of
which it has already
begun to address.

Winners of the P & O
ferry tickets for taking
part in the survey were
Carol Butler of JHQ and
Jane Robson of Hohne
Station. And an AFF poster com-
petition for BFG children was won
by Steven Evans (12) of RAF
Briiggen and Stuart Robinson (8)
of JHQ. They beat more than 60
others aged five to 15.

The winning entries will be used
in AFF events.

® AFF’s concern over sale of
MoD’s MQ estate — see Letters,
Pages 28-29.

problems concerning mandatory
and discretionary awards.

Mrs Olivia Denson, senior edu-
cation officer SCE (UK), said: “We
are here to provide a high-quality
service in response to any ques-
tions or concerns about educa-
tional matters regarding Service
children.”

A Special Educational Needs
section is run by education officer
Helen Davitt, while Roy Taylor
runs the Parental Assistance and
Advice section.

The address is HQ SCE(UK),
Building 31, HQ DGAGC, Worthy
Down, Winchester, Hants SO21
2RG. Telephone numbers are
(civilian) 01962 887945 (fax
887963); (military) Worthy Down
2945 (fax 2963).
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CHESHIRE

- SOLDIER Guide to

useums for the Summer Holidays

Cheshire Military
Museum
Open 1000 -1700 all year
except 22 Dec to 2 Jan.
Special art and Yeomanry
exhibition for 1996.

The Castle, Chester CH1 2DN.
Telephone (01244) 327617.
Small charge & disabled access.

CORNWALL

DUKE OF CORNWALL'S
LIGHT INFANTRY MUSEUM
The Keep, Bodmin,
Cornwall PL31 1EG.

Tel: 01208 72810
257 years of a proud County
Regiment's history. Includes an
outstanding military reference
library.

Open Monday to Friday 0900-1700
and Sundays in July/August

ALDERSHOT MILITARY MUSEUM
&
RUSHMOOR LOCAL HISTORY
GALLERY

Evelyn Woods Road, Queens Avenue,
Aldershot GU11 2LG
Tel: 01252 314598
Abounds with stories of great battles,
gallant actions and deeds of bravery.
Here you have a unique opportunity of]
witnessing the daily life of both soldier
and civilian through the past 140 years,
as Aldershot and Farnborough grew up
around the camp. Guns and armoured
vehicles are displayed ourside.

Open daily: Mar to Oct 10.00-17.00
Nov to Feb 10.00-16.30
Adults £2.00, children/OAPs £1.00
Shop, car & coach park.
Group visits by arrangement

DORSET

THE MILITARY MUSEUM
OF DEVON & DORSET
The Keep, Bridport Road, Dorchester,
Dorset DT1 IRN Tel: 01305 264066
A renovated museum with new displays
using IT & CD Rom-technology. The
exhibits draw together the military
history of Devon & Dorset units over
300 years. This allows the imagination
freedom to recreate the world the
soldiers and families lived and fought in.
Spectacular views from the bartlements.
Open Mon to Sat 09.30 to 17.30

HAMPSHIRE

The Royal Hussars
Museum

Peninsula Barracks, Winchester,
Hampshire SO23 8TS.
Telephone (01962) 828539.
Open Tues to Fri 1000 - 1600
Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays
1200 -1600.
Admission Free.

ARMY
PHYSICAL
TRAINING

CORPS
MUSEUM

c/o ASPT, Fox Lines,
Queens Avenue, Aldershot,
Hampshire GU11 2LB
Tel: 01252 347168

APTC history since 1860
including development of
physical training in the
Army, APTC international
and Olympic sportsmen,
evolution of athletic
equipment and instructors’
dress elc.

Open Mon to Fri 0900-1600.
Weekends and Bank Holidays by
appointment only.

Closed 8 August to 2 September
and 12 to 31 December 1996

RAMC HISTORICAL
MUSEUM

Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, Aldershot,
Hants GU12 5RQ Tel: 01252 340212
The museum tells the story of the
medical care of the Army from the
formation of the Standing Army in
1660 until the present day. Also an
ambulance display and the Corps
Memorial Chapel.

Open Mon to Thurs 08.30-16.00,
Fri 08.30-15.30. W|E & evenings by

AIRBORNE FORCES
% MUSEUM

—

Browning Barracks
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2BU
Telephone 01252 349619

See the largest collection of
Airborne weapons and
equipment ever put
together.

The story of Airborne
Forces from their
formation in 1940 to the
present day.

Open Monday to Sunday 10.00-16.30.
Last admission 15.45. Special group
visits can be made by prior
arrangement.  Admission:  Adults
£2.50, Children, senior citizens,
serving/ex members £1.00. Groups by
arrangement please.

arrangement. Groups welcome.

KENT

THE PRINCESS OF WALES’'S
ROYAL REGIMENT AND
QUEEN'’S MUSEUM
Open all year 10.00 - 16.00 winter
10.00 - 18.00 summer.

Over four centuries of living history, over
200,00 visitors last year. Exhibition includes:
World War One trench experience; Interactive
videos of World War II; Medal display and the
story of the Victoria Cross (56 awarded); one
of the largest portable Drum displays in the
army for hire; the story-of the 12 forebear
regiments of the PWRR. Entrance fee as per

Dover Castle. Entrance to museum free.

NEWHAVEN FORT
Fort Road, Newhaven, E Sussex,
BN9 9DL Tel: 01273 517622
Restored Victorian fort holding a
military and wartime collection and|
D-Day exhibition. The Dieppe raid,
the Sussex Yeomanry and the
Royal Observer Corps.

Open daily 01 April to 29 September
and weekends during March and
October 10.30-18.00
Admission charge.

13th/18th ROYAL HUSSARS
(QMO) REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
Canmon Hall Museum & Counnry Park,
Cazothorne Nr Barnsley Tel: 01226 790270.
Gives a synopsis of the Regiment's History
from 1715-1992 including involvement at
Waterloo, Balaklava (Charge of the Light
Brigade), World War 1 & 2, Malaya and
today's Regiment, the Light Dragoons.
Open Tue-Sat 10.30-17.30, Sun
12.00-17.00 and Bank holidays.
Closed Good Friday & Christmas.

TYNE & WEAR

SCOTLAND

THE QUEEN'’S
LANCASHIRE
REGIMENT

Incorporating the collectibles and archives of
The East Lancashire Regiment, The South
Lancashire Regiment, The Loyal (North)
Lancashire Regiment, The Lancashire
Regiment, Militia, Volunteers and Territorials.
Fulwood Bks, Preston, Lancs PR2 4AA.
Telephone 01772 260362.
Open Tuesday to Thursday 09.30-16.30, or
by appointment less public holidays.

&

15th/19th THE KING’S
ROYAL HUSSARS AND
NORTHUMBERLAND
HUSSARS
“A Soldier's Life”, Newcastle
Discovery, Blandford Square,
Newecastle-Upon-Tyne NE1 4]JA.
Tel: 0191 232 6789
Many other interesting
Galleries within the
Museum

Open Mon-Sat 10.00-17.00
and Public Holidays
excluding Good Friday,

Christmas Day, Boxing Day and

New Year’s Day
Open Sun 14.00-17.00

THE ARGYLL
& SUTHERLAND
HIGHLANDERS
The Castle, Stirling FK8 1EH
Tel: 01786 475165
The museum contains fine displays of
Silver, Colours, Uniforms, Medals,
Weapons, artefacts and a World War 1
trench and dioramas with commentaries.
Entry free-donations welcome.
Open Apr-Oct, Mon w Sat 10.00-17.30,
Sun 11.00-16.30. Oct-Apr 10.00-1600.

INTELLIGENCE CORPS
MUSEUM

Templer Barracks, Ashford, Kent
TN23 3HH Tel: 01233 657208
History of British Military
Intelligence from Queen
Elizabeth 1 to the present day.
Open Tue & Thur 09.00-12.30 and
14.00-16.30. Prior telephone call

advisable. Museum closes after
30 Sept 1996

SURREY

YORKSHIRE

LANCASHIRE

MUSEUM OF THE ROYAL
ARMY CHAPLAINS'
DEPARTMENT
Bagshot Park, Bagshot,

Surrey GU19 5PL
Tel: 01276 412845
Housed in the former residence
of the Duke of Connaught
Open Monday to Friday 10.00-12.00
& 14.00-16.00. Closed weekends and
August when centre in recess.
Admission free.

SUSSEX

THE
; LANCASHIRE
v FUSILIERS

Regimental Museum
Discover the history of this famous British
Regiment from its foundation in 1688, and its
commection with Wolfe, Wellington and Napoleon.
Open; Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Saturday. 09.30 to 16.30.
Admission:Adults £1.00, OAPs & children 50p
Wellington Barracks, Bolton Rd, Bury BL8 2PL
Telephone: 0161-764 2208.
PARTIES BY APPOINTMENT

THE QUEEN’'S ROYAL
IRISH HUSSARS MUSEUM

3 Sussex Combined Services

o Museum,

The Redoubt Fortress,
Royal Parade,

Eastbourne BN22 7AQ.

Tel: 01323 410300

Open 4 April - 5 November 1996, 1000-1730

Admission: Adults £1.80, family ticket (2+2)
£5.00, under 16/over 60s £1.15.

For further information phene
Major P J Timmons 0171-414 8782,

Trinity Church Square
Richmond, N Yorkshire
Tel: 01748 822133

This famous North = Yorkshire
Regiment was founded in 1688 and its
campaigns from 1690 onwards are
illustrated with original uniforms,
gallantry awards medals, Regimental
silver and many other relics, including
interactive video of WW1 and CD
Rom. Also some of Richmond's
historic civil plate.
Open daily Apr to Oct 9.30-16.30
(Sundays 14.00-16.30)

Mar, Nov-Mon to Sat
Feb-Mon to Fri 10.00-16.30
Closed Dec & Jan
Admission Charge

THE
BLACK

WATCH
MUSEUM

Balhousie Castle,
Perth, Scotland
Tel: 01738 621281

Ext 8530

Two and a half Centuries of
Treasures of The 42nd/73rd
Highland Regiments

Open May to September
Mon to Sat 10.00-16.30
(Including Public Holidays)

October to April
Mon to Fri 10.00-15.30
(Closed 23 December to 4 January
inclusive)

WALES

SOUTH WALES
BORDERERS MUSEUM

The Barracks, Brecon, Powys
LD3 7EB. Telephone (01874)
613310. 300 years of history. Zulu
wars. Large medal collection and
armoury. Open Oct to Mar
(weekdays only) and Apr to Sept
(daily), 0900 - 13.00 and 14.00 -
17.00.

To feature in the next Museum Guide in
September 30 1996 edition contact:

SOLDIER Magazine, Ads Department,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.
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2372\ U] [J 5 NOW ARMY MANAGEMENT SKILLS COUNT TOWARDS NVQ AWARDS

SOLDIERS on operations in former
Yugoslavia have earned a double first in
Army education, writes Gordon Skilling.

They are the first to be awarded the
National Vocational Qualification (NVQ)
Level 3 in Supervisory Management
through a new Army scheme, and the first
to complete them on operations.

Their certificates are the first fruits of an
ambitious scheme to credit soldiers’ leader-
ship and management skills.

The new management NVQs are closely
linked to NCOs’ Education for Promotion
courses leading to the rank of sergeant and
warrant officer. They are also, uniquely,
available to soldiers of every cap badge.

Developed by the Directorate Educa-
tional and Training Services Branch
(Army) with the Institute of Management
and Salisbury College, the scheme allows
all NCOs attending promotion courses
access to an NVQ. Potential sergeants can
work towards Level 3 in supervisory man-
agement while potential WOs focus on
Level 4 in management.

The scheme takes account of previous
experience as well as the Military Manage-
ment Studies course work in promotion
courses. Candidates must also complete an
additional NVQ module including work-
based assignments and evidence, finance
and health and safety.

Officers of the AGC(ETS) are being

trained as assessors for the on-course ele-
ments of the programme.

A fee of £25 or £35 is charged, as against
the £600 it would cost a civilian.

With guard duties, exercises, training
and operational and emergency tours to
contend with, soldiers can find it virtually
impossible to attend a college for one night
a week over an extended period.

Under the new Army scheme, they will
be able to gather elements of their qualifica-
tions in any location, and continue it if nec-
essary on another continent.

Professional skills of, for example, mili-
tary chefs and electricians have long attract-
ed civilian qualifications, but teeth arms

Eis

a

ED FORCE

Education Secretary Gillian Shephard, flanked by David Knapp and Dr Mike Hallé of Salisbury College, with
the first soldiers to receive the Army’s Management NVQ certificates. On the rightis Lt Col Mark Filler, HQ

Director Educational and Training Services (Army). Holding their NVQs are (clockwise from left) Bdr Scott
Caswell, 7 Para Regt RHA, Aldershot; Cpl Philip Heddon, 27 Regt RLC, Aldershot; Cpl Michaela Barwick
AGC, Army School of Catering, Aldershot;SSgt Marcus Gibbons, REME Staff Band Drum Major, Arborfield;

Right: Operational
Education in Former
Yugoslavia: Lt Col
Chris Caswell (Com-
mander ETS) Cpl lan
Tolson, 32 Engr Regt;
Cpl Tim Caley, 9 Regt
AAC; Maj Gen Mike
Jackson, Commander
Multi-National Division
(SW); Cpl Gordon
Barnes, 60 Arty Spt Sqn,
Cpl Graham Sheridan, 4
GS Regt RLC and Capt
David Williams,
AGC(ETS) instructor

have until now been unable
to capitalise on their skills.

The ability of infantry to
capture a “bushy-topped
tree” has not always been
recognised by civilian organ-
isations as useful. Nor has the
Royal Armoured Corps’ skill
in destroying enemy tanks or
the Royal Artillery’s expertise
in bombardment.

“Soldiers have skills which
people are not aware of, such as
being very good at working in
teams and organising groups,
making decisions under pres-
sure and meeting tight dead-
lines,” said Lt Col Chris Bristow,
Education and Training Services
commander at HQ 4 Division in
Aldershot.

A pilot scheme started in Feb-
ruary at 77 Army . Education
Centre in Aldershot and 15 AEC at
Bicester produced a clutch of sol-
diers who received their certificates
from Education Secretary Gillian
Shephard.

Having proved the concept, the
programme was launched world-
wide on May 1, with soldiers being able to
participate in the UK, Germany, Cyprus,

Gibraltar, Hong Kong, the Falkland
Islands, Canada, and in former
Yugoslavia.

There are some 40 Army Education
Centres operating the scheme, and the
average portfolio to qualify for NVQ
management qualifications takes three
to four months to complete.

“In 19 years in the branch this is
probably the most exciting develop-
ment in military education I have
seen,” said Lt Col Bristow.

One of the attractions is that the
scheme recognises practical experi-
ence and proven skills rather than
performance in examinations.

“An NVQ is not something you
fail,” said Maj Paul Yarrien, Group
Education Officer at 77 AEC.

“You may not achieve the level
of competency required or need

SSgt Anthony Counsell, 4 GS Regt, RLC, Abingdon; and Cpl Minbahadur Limbu, 28 AEC, Church Crookham more experience or practical
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Students at 77 AEC in Aldershot link management studies to their Education for Promotion

course

‘Soldiers will have a portfolio of qualifications when they

leave which an employer will understand exactly’

work, but the skills that you have achieved
are formally recognised.”

This was the first major opportunity that
the Infantry and other teeth arms have had
to tie their range of skills to subjects recog-
nised outside the military community, said
Maj Yarrien.

“Now all soldiers can have a nationally-
recognised qualification which mirfors
activities outside the Services,” he said.

Management NVQs are designed for
career soldiers and are seen as the core of
the qualifications structure, explained Brig
Allan Thompson, Director of Educational
and Training Services (Army) at Worthy
Down. “The trunk of the tree is the man-
agement NVQs and all the others are
attached to that,” he said.

“Soldiers will have a portfolio of qualifi-
cations when they leave which an employer
will understand exactly because it will be in
civilian-speak. Along with certificates from
City & Guild, BTEC and other bodies, it
will list what they can do and what they have
done in civilian terms.”

Army management training has now
been endorsed by the Institute of Manage-
ment, the country’s leading professional
body in this field.

There is a further development. Corps
such as the Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers, Royal Engineers and Royal Sig-
nals have had their own specialist NVQs for
several years.

Brig Thompson is also investigating the
possibility of creating general NVQs in

Army ’'tecs
get their
own award

LATEST NVQ to be instituted is for
members of the Special Investigation
Branch of the Royal Military Police.

The award, in investigation manage-
ment, follows three years’ of co-opera-
tion between senior representatives of
the AGC(RMP), civil police, Post
Office and British Telecom.

As well as five senior military police
officers being trained to provide man-
agement control for the scheme, asses-
sor training is on line for 24 junior
officers and warrant officers, while up
to 48 NCOs are
working towards
Investigation
NVQs at Level 3
or 4.

The investiga-
tors,-based an
Britain, Germany
and former Yugo-
slavia, hope to
attain their awards
by October.

Masterminding
the scheme is Col
Terry Scriven, Provost Marshal at HQ
Land Command at Wilton.

He is also a qualified assessor and
City and Guilds external verifier.

The Provost Marshal HQ has been
awarded approved centre status for car-
rying out the investigation NVQs.

“These national awards will help the
SIB maintain its exacting standards
and enable us to attract high-calibre
recruits into the profession,” he said.

The working group which estab-
lished the investigation NVQs is now
drafting a Management of Investigation
NVQ at Level 4/5, which should
become available later next year.

Col Terry crlven,
Provost Marshal
HQ Land

security and information technology. Army
training is being examined to discover what
NVQ credits can be awarded from the vast
range of courses available, and a database is
being established showing what civilian
qualifications may be achieved from mili-
tary courses.

Lt Col Mark Filler, staff officer oversee-
ing the introduction of the management
scheme, said NVQs helped with resettle-
ment, retention and recruitment.

“People are perhaps not considering the
Army as a career because they do not see
there being opportunities to get civilian
qualifications.

“The management NVQ is a very signif-
icant element in countering this, and we are
taking steps to ensure that the soldier has a
greater opportunity for accreditation of
computer skills.”

Since the project started in May there has
been an 80 per cent uptake of the manage-
ment NVQ, with up to 4,000 NCOs a year
expected to benefit from it.
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FORGET for a moment that the unsettled
state of Andovia sounds suspiciously like a
well-known market town in the south of
England.

Picture instead a breakdown of its com-
munications infrastructure in the border
area with hostile neighbouring state Chilto-
nia — both, in turn, former members of a
large federation of four states.

Bowing to international pressure, the
British Government has authorised the
deployment of some Ter-
ritorial Army engineer
units to assist with
repairs.

Eager men and
women from the Royal
Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia),
senior Reserve regiment of the British
Army and the only one to boast a double
Royal in its title, prepare to go in.

Acting on a report from Allied Com-
mand Europe Rapid Reaction Corps
(ARRC) forces situated on the confronta-
tion line with Chiltonia, they take advan-
tage of a temporary lull by the Chiltonian
army for re-grouping and rest and enter the
fray.

Their likely tasks embrace everything
from lines of communication bridging to
demolition, water supply, route mainte-
nance and other construction undertak-
ings.

Switching from theory to reality, the
Welsh unit’s sappers are, in fact, taking part
in Exercise Militia Foray in Hampshire.

An integral part of the UK’s support for
NATO, the 850-strong regiment, which
can trace its origins to 1539, is tasked these
days with being part of the country’s con-
tribution to the combat and construction
engineering support for the ARRC.

The skills of the regiment’s sub-units,
whether carrying water supply equipment

Report:
Phil Wilcox

Pictures:

Terry Champion

across Hawley Lake to con-
struct a brigade water point
— a task carried out by 225
(City of Birmingham) Field
Squadron — or the removal
0f 9,000 tons of soil from the
butts during redevelopment
of a rifle range at Longmoor
by Walsall-based 143 Plant
Squadron, were fully tested
by the field exercise.

“In line with Army
policy, the heavy plant is
hired these days, saving
machines lying idle for
long periods,” said one
of the regiment’s offi-
cers, as diggers looking for
all the world like huge toys
were operated by the engi-
neers.

“This is an ideal site
because it is self-contained,
enabling us to train new-
comers without risk to civil-
ians, and gives the guys
plenty of operational time.”

Other members of the
squadron were coming to
the end of a four-day project
which should be their legacy
for some time in the future:
a slip road on the narrow approach to
Longmoor’s training area which had
involved felling trees and laying and crush-
ing several layers of stone.

At Longmoor’s FIBUA (fighting in
built-up area) complex, where, in the space
of 40 hours, the members of 108 (Welsh)
Field Support Squadron (based at Swansea
and Gorseinon) and their hefty earth-
movers had earlier diverted an embank-
ment, installed a culvert and prepared a
temporary track under a “derailed” railway

Left: On a roll: Spr
Kevin Hayes (fore-
ground), LCpl
Kevin Smith and
Cpl Philip Gillon,
143 Plant Sqn,
moved approxi-
mately 600 tons of
earth in building an
invaluable slip road

Right: Getting
ready for the big
blow: soldiers from
the Royal Mon-
mouthshire Royal
Engineers (Militia)
underneath the
bridge at Longmoor
training area

Spr Allan David Williams, LCpl Darrell Jones and Spr Mohsin
Ali work on the FIBUA demonstration house at Longmoor

box wagon to help with the camp’s train-
ing, Lt Scott Spenser and his team were
constructing a demonstration defensive
position house.

“The more evil you are in preparing it,
the better-defended it will be,” he said, as
the edifice was shored up inside with railway
sleepers, sand-filled oil drums, old ammu-
nition boxes, barbed wire and double layers
of sandbags, with timber to take the weight
and “mouseholes” for the soldiers to move
speedily between buildings.

Picture: Maj John Charles

Hard at it: Plant Troop 108 (Welsh) Field Support Squadron (Militia) at Longmoor FIBUA complex du

Elsewhere, a crew from 100 Field
Squadron (Cwmbran-based, with troops at
Cardiff and Bristol), who hours earlier, at
midnight, had been stripping out an extra-
wide Bailey bridge at Hawley, was enthusi-
astically laying — with the aid of a bridge
crane operated by 108 Fd Sgn — a heavy
girder overbridge. When installed, it would
reinforce the road surface so it would be
capable of bearing the weight of anything
up to a tank transporter. )

“The most difficult aspect of the entire

exercise is making sure that everyone gets
the right amount of sleep, so that they can
carry out their duties and enjoy themselves
as well,” said an officer.

Another, watching a group of sappers as
they prepared to all but demolish a splen-
did practice bridge at Longmoor, mused:
“I’ve been on 18 camps with the regiment,
in some odd places, with odd meals and
some odd experiences, but I reckon this has
to be one of the most enjoyable.”

The men and women taking part, with

Left: Sgt Jackie
Porter, 108
(Welsh) Field
Support
Squadron, pic-
tured on the exer-
cise, operates a
mean crane when
not working as a
lifeguard at
Swansea Leisure
Centre

Right: Transform-
ing the butts at
Longmoor shoot-
ing range: mem-
bers of 143 Plant
Squadron with
their big toys

ring Exercise Militia Foray

their various squadron symbols, whether
crows, horned hares, blue boars or Celtic
crown, would quite possibly agree.

Post script: As the exercise drew to a
close, members of 100 Fd Sqgn rescued a
potential suicide. .

Becoming suspicious of a parked car,
they discovered a man slumped inside,
smashed the windows with their rifles,
removed him and laid him in the recovery
position before he was taken to hospital by
the emergency services.




Picture: Sgt D Brown AMNT

Gunners from 43 Bty, 47 Regt RA weigh
in for the Bataan Memorial Death March
in New Mexico

Clean sweep
for 47 Regt
- again

TWENTY men from 43 Battery, 47
Regiment RA, beat more than 1,000 US
Special Forces, Airborne and Rangers to
make a clean sweep for the sixth year
running in the Bataan Memorial Death
March.

The unusual event, held at the top-
secret White Sands Missile Range in
New Mexico, where the first atomic
bomb was tested during the Second
World War, commemorates the deaths of
nearly 20,000 US Servicemen after mal-
treatment by Japanese captors following
their surrender at Bataan in the Philip-
pines. ;

British gunners ‘became involved in
the march when a US exchange officer
entered a team from his British battery
six years ago. Since then the artillerymen
have kept on winning the 26-mile
marathon through the scrubby desert of
the missile range.

STORMED INTO LEAD

In the two main categories of heavy
(carrying 35 Ib) and light (light scales)
the gunners stormed into the lead and
won easily.

“All I want to do now is get some scoff
and get my head down,” said an exhaust-
ed Gnr Anthony Boyle on finishing.

Many of the US, Germans, Slovakian
and Singaporean teams had spent
months training, while the gunners had
completed a week in the Brecons and
two weeks acclimatising to the 90C heat
and 5,000ft altitude at Fort Bliss, Texas.

Team captain and current US
exchange officer Maj Don Fryc was
overwhelmed by his team’s effort and
professionalism.

White Sands organisers are keen to
boost the numbers of participants to
2,000, so any unit wishing to take part
next year — even if it is only to give the 47
Regt gunners a run for their money —
should contact Maj Don Fryc, 43 Bty,
47 Regt RA, Thorney Island, Hants for
details.
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In August, the first stage of a total transformation of the Army’s man-
ning and career management and administration of pay and pensions

begins in Glasgow.

Staff in the MoD’s Manning and Record and Pay Offices already based
in the city’s Kentigern House will form a “mini” Army Personnel Centre
(APC) - forerunner of the much larger APC due to be launched as a
Defence Agency in the building in December, and to become a single

unit in July 1997.

Maj Gen David Burden, Director General of the APC and Chief Execu-
tive Designate, spoke to Soldier about the new organisation.

Glasgow’s
DEPEFSCAFEE
centre

AS THINGS stand at the moment, Maj
Gen David Burden explained, a network
of 19 offices in nine separate locations in
England and Scotland as far apart as
Exeter and Glasgow carries out the func-
tions of Military Secretary (at Stanmore),
Manning and Record and Fixed Centre
Pay Offices, and the Army Pensions
Office, writes Phil Wilcox.

“It makes enormous sense to bring all
of these offices togeth-
er in one up-dated,
properly equipped and
trained new centre, to
give manning and
career management
staff the sort of facili-
ties they would expect
for the British Army,”
he said.

Centralising the ser-
vice, with its computer
support in the same
location, would, apart
from making it more
efficient, save a consid-
erable amount of
money.

“The idea is that the
APC will both manage
the careers and be the
Regimental Pay Office
for everyone across the
Army, both officers and soldiers.

“Ultimately, everything at the centre
will be automated, using office automa-
tion tools and electronic document man-
agement. A letter will come in, it will be
scanned and filed without the desk officer
seeing the letter itself.

“If one wanted to post somebody, the
details would be typed on screen and the
letter automatically printed, folded,
signed and so on just by pressing a button.

“We are talking about a 21st centu-
ry, paper-scarce office.”

In August, Kentigern House will be re-
configured so that existing staff can adapt

1

Maj Gen David Burden, Director
General Army Personnel Centre

to the working practices of an Army Per-
sonnel Centre in a “mini” form.

The functions — as opposed to the bulk
of the staff — of the other English sites will
be progressively moved into the configu-
ration between December and July.
Recruitment is currently in progress.

“Apart from the ‘single site’ aspects,
one main advantage of the transfer will be
that the different centres will be able to
learn from the best
aspects of each other’s
procedures.

“All of them have
been centres of excel-
lence: the challenge
will be to emulate that
and share the best
practice across the
whole Army.”

However, Maj Gen
Burden added, “we
cannot do this alone.
We are going to have
to take with us our
customers: the chain
of command and all
serving officers and
soldiers, both Regular
and Territorial.”

When the APC is
complete, he said, it
will have a modern
suite of offices, served with the best in
information technology and responding
as quickly and compassionately as possi-
ble to the needs of the British soldier.

“We are not doing a total ‘big bang’.
There will be trial periods for the new
technology and we will be learning by our
mistakes.”

Refurbishment of the building, with all
IT working, is scheduled to be completed
by April next year.

And the motto which Maj Gen Burden
would like to see adopted by the Army
Personnel Centre?

What else but “Serving the soldier”?
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Water, water everywhere . . . a test of skill, strength and confidence during A Company's inter-platoon competition

Fast work

FOR THE first time in more than ten years
British soldiers returned to the South
Pacific to take part in military training on
the main Fijian island of Viti Levu.

Exercise Vakatotolo (Fast) Coral, named
after the speed in which it was set up by
Capt Tony McClelland of HQ British
Forces Hong Kong, took just four months
from planning to deployment and culmi-
nated in 130 men from A Company of the
Hong Kong-based 1st Battalion, The
Royal Gurkha Rifles flying south to Fiji for
a five-week training period.

The opportunity to exercise in the South
Pacific could not
have come at a more
appropriate time.
Fijian expressions of
interest in a British
military return to the
island had coincided
with the cancellation
of a planned Hong
Kong Garrison exer-
cise in New Zealand.
MoD and Fiji rapidly
gave the green light to
the project, and both
parties hope it will become an annual
event.

For company commander Maj Simon

Maj Simon

oy, with Lt Anhu
Rawaya, commander of 4 Platoon, B Coy,
3 Fijian Infantry Regiment

iji

F

Report: Ruth Vernon Pictures: JSPR Hong Kong

Nias, who first visited Fiji in 1984 while
serving with The Cheshire Regiment, there
were two main aims: to conduct live firing
from individual to
section levels, and to
foster and improve
relations with 1
RGR’s hosts, the
Republic of Fiji Mili-
tary Forces (RFMF).

“Both were ach-
> jeved by the end of
¢ the exercise,” said
g Maj Nias. “The men
spent a long time in
the field and enjoyed
the opportunity for
extensive live firing, which we just don’t do
in Hong Kong.

“Qur hosts were most supportive and we

went home with a marvellous sense of
achievement.”

During the first three weeks A Coy com-
pleted a package of live firing at Tova Peak,
a volcanic area on the north-east coast
where hilly savannah provided open
ground for realistic training up to company
level. The Gurkhas later moved south to
the Nabukavesi and Labau ranges in an
area of tropical rain forest which offered
cover for jungle training.

On an island famous for sun, sea and
sand, the Gurkhas experienced most
unseasonal weather.

“We saw nothing but torrential rain,”
said Maj Nias. “As we spent most of our
time in the field it became pretty uncom-
fortable.”

As the exercise drew to a close the Hong

® Turn to next page
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Above: It's a fair cop. TMP Sgt Paul Camp-
bell gets a taste of his own medicine while
training Fijian military policemen

Right: WO2 Jim Dibben checks for hits
made by LCpl Zec Buadromo of Fiji's
Counter-Revolutionary Warfare Squadron
during a basic sniper course

® From Page 21
Kong-based soldiers were able to enjoy
adventurous training including scuba diving
and white water rafting.

Nine RFMF soldiers were attached to A
Coy for the live firing, and 31 other Fijians
took part in the final training phase, a 36-
hour inter-platoon competition.

Of the 3,600-strong RFMF, almost 600
are on peacekeeping duties in Kuwait and
the Lebanon, so they have an on-going need
for training. The chance to exercise with the
Gurkhas was warmly welcomed by senior
Fijian officers who have long valued con-
tacts with the British Army.

Many, including the RFMF commander,
Brig Gen Rartu Epeli Ganilau, went to RMA
Sandhurst and trained in the United King-
dom.

RFEMF liaison officer Capt Sotia Poni
echoed A Coy’s sentiments when he
explained how well the training had gone.
“We couldn’t have asked for a better group
of people. The rapport between Gurkhas
and Fijians has been excellent, and the nine
soldiers who trained with the company ben-
efited enormously.

“They had the chance to handle weapons
new to them, adapt to a different style of
training, and to take part in live firing,
which we don’t practise very often.”
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Along with the attachments to the com-
pany, the RFMF also took advantage of
three comprehensive training courses run
by staff from the British Garrison’s head-
quarters. WO2 Jim Dibben, serving with
the Queen’s Gurkha Signals, deployed with
1 RGR to lead a basic sniper course for ten
members of the Fijian Counter-Revolution-
ary Warfare Squadron. He was assisted by
CSgt Tam Wood.

Meanwhile Sgt Paul Campbell and Sgt
Andy Pope of the AGC(RMP) got to grips
with a military legal system ten years out of
date. They organised a Commonwealth
basic police course for senior NCOs, and
condensed six months of training into three
weeks. Royal Navy petty officer Frazer
Quirke held a course for physical training
instructors.

Capt (QGO) Indra Gurung, the 2ic, first
visited Fiji in 1982 as a corporal with C Coy,
2 GR, and found the experience just as valu-
able second time around. “We could not
have met more friendly people,” he said.
“During our time in the field we were often
tired and wet, but once we had set up camp
local people would arrive, bringing fresh
food and bowls of kava, the island grog.”

Company Sergeant Major WO2 Rajen-
dra Serchan was delighted with the training
value. “The Fijians’ resources are limited

&1 ¢
Lt Johann Ursing, an A Coy platoon comma
Bavai of the RFMF

<
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Above: Soldiers of A Coy on patrol in the
Nabukavesi area

Left: Mess officer WO1 John Mackin sorts out
the menu with Sgt Dev

Floralhonour revives links

and as they don’t often have the chance to

BRITISH Army links with
Fiji were warmly revived
when Maj Gen Bryan
Dutton, Commander
British Forces Hong
Kong, was entertained
by the 212 Union Jack
Club, an association
formed by the 200 ex-
Servicemen and 12 ex-
Servicewomen recruited
from the South Pacific

island in the early 1960s.

Gen Dutton told them:
“Your presence at that
time was greatly appre-
ciated. You had style,
you g2nuinely inspired
greatirespect and you
are remembered with
greatiaffection.”

An’ong those at the

reception was Akuila
Vaniqgi who served for 22
years with the RAOC,
and Josese Ravu, 22
years with The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Royal Regi-
ment. Seven of the 212
Fijians who left Suva for
the United Kingdom in
November 1961 eventu-

ally served with the SAS.

In a traditional Fijian
welcome, Gen Dutton
was greeted with the
special garland, known
as a salusalu, reserved
for honoured guests. It
was placed round his
neck (left) by Soweri
Vula, whose husband
spent 21 years in the
Royal Signals.

plained: “We brought nothing with us

train at our level they really enjoyed their
time on the ranges. Many of my men had
never experienced night live firing, so our
time on both the north and south coasts was
invaluable.”

The exercise was also a lesson in self-suf-
ficiency. When A Coy deployed, it took
8,000lb of freight. RFMF stores at the
Gurkhas’ base in Queen Elizabeth Barracks
at Suva, the island capital, were limited, and
it was left to quartermaster Maj John Hunt
to organise supplies and facilities ranging
from transport to goats and chickens.

Mess officer WO1 John Mackin ex-

except compo rations, so our first priority
was to set up contracts with local food sup-
pliers.” His team — Sgt Dev, LCpl Khem
and Rfn Padam — are experienced in setting
up kitchens in the field, a task made more
difficult by the constant rain. The team still
managed to serve 135 meals a day through-
out the exercise.

Vakatotolo Coral wound down with an
inter-platoon competition in the Nab-
ukavesi region, south-west of Suva. In
dense rain forest 12 eight-man sections car-
ried out command tasks including a river
crossing, navigation test, stretcher race,

N\ 7 b
weapons demonstration at Nabukavesi

river assault course and march and shoot.
Much of the assault course was washed
away when the river flooded dramatically
one night. “The guys huddled under their
ponchos brewing up and trying to keep
dry,” said platoon commander Lt Johann
Ursing, who had the chance to catch up
with Fijian officer Lt Arthur Rawaya of 3
Fijian Infantry Regiment. The two passed
out together from Sandhurst last year.
Villagers were much amused by the
antics of the soldiers and gathered to
applaud them as they raced through their
tasks. Sgt Surendra Gurung was asked to
break off from the competition to help a
woman in the advanced stages of labour.
He got the woman and her husband into
a truck and drove in heavy rain down dark
winding tracks to get them to hospital in
Suva. Having made sure mother and infant
were doing well, Sgt Gurung returned to

Maj Gen Bryan Dutton, Commander British Fo

W7y ¢

rces Hong Kong, talks to Gurkhas during a

Nabukavesi in the early hours of the morn-
ing and continued with the exercise.

Visitors during the last week included
Maj Gen Bryan Dutton, Commander
British Forces Hong Kong, and Lt Col
Bijaykumar Rawat, CO 1 RGR.

The importance attached to Gen
Dutton’s visit was reflected in an invitation
to call on the President, Ratu Sir Kamisese
Mara. He also met the commander of the
RFMF, and attended a Beating Retreat cer-
emony by the Gurkha Pipes and Drums and
RFMF Band at Queen Elizabeth Barracks.

Col Peter Barry, the UK’s Defence
Adviser in New Zealand, summed up:
“There was a totally positive response from
the Fijians when the exercise was suggested.
We were pushing at open doors, particularly
as the Fijian military admires the standards
of British Forces and wants to operate along
the same lines.”
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[ & 572\ [ (] [ 5 AMERICA'S CIVIL WAR RE-ENACTMENT GROUPS LOOK FOR THEIR ROOTS IN CCONFLICT

arriors
and time

travellers

SIGHTS and sounds of the American Civil
War were vividly re-created on a Virginia
farm when more than 5,000 re-enactors,
150 cavalry and 30 artillery pieces gathered
to fight some of the battles of the Wilder-
ness campaign of May, 1864.

Acres of period military encampments,
including hospitals, were laid out
in a field. Among them were the
sutlers, travelling salesmen of the
Civil War.

The site of the re-enactment
battle was similar to the original battle-
ground, Saunder’s Field, a large open space
encircled by dense woods.

Spectators felt like time-travellers,
nowhere more so than when walking
through Union lines where camp fires
smouldered as the Northern soldiers slept
on beds of straw, their dark blue uniforms
ripped and caked in mud. Early that morn-
ing, the re-enactors had taken part in a raid
on enemy positions in the woods.

What makes grown men put on uniform
and campaign through a long season of re-
enactments across several states?

Scott Turner, a “sergeant” in the 7th
Wisconsins, thought many people found it
exciting to shoot guns and run around a
battlefield. “But, I guess, most of us eventu-
ally realise we are trying to represent the
deeds of our ancestors,” he said.

“It can cost about $1,200 to get kitted
out properly. This includes uniform, haver-
sack and a musket which costs about $400.”

Report:
Laurie Manton
Pictures:

Mike Weston

Dave Roberts, a consultant on civil war
history and re-enactment, has appeared in
several Hollywood films, including Glory,
North and South and The Blue and the Gray.

In the epic Gertysburg, he appeared as an
extra in 27 scenes, each time as a different
character. “I believe there is a need for
everyone to find their roots. This
is why people turn to re-enact-
ment. It gives the men taking part
a chance to have an identity to
draw from,” he said.

“My great-great grandfather fought in
the war and his 18-year-old son was shot
and killed by a sniper after the Battle of
Franklin. One relative was bayoneted and
lay wounded on the battlefield at Pea Ridge,
another lost a limb at Gettysburg and then
joined the navy.”

Battlefield re-enactment is a worldwide
phenomenon. More than 60,000 people,
including many in Singapore, Australia,
India and Japan, relive old wars. Almost
17,000 re-enactors took part in one event in
America.

Authenticity plays a big part. According
to the organisers, one of the most frequently
asked questions is: “How do you know when
to die?” Re-enactors understand the battles
in which they are fighting and, depending
on the situation, decide whether they should
fall or not. If they are positioned in front
of an artillery piece or a volley from an in-
fantry group, they know they should be-
come casualties to be historically accurate.

“When I started out in 1974, re-enactors
wore dungarees and polyester jackets. Now
they wear the correct uniform, cut in the
right weight of material,” explained Dave
Roberts.

Digging for battlefield relics in the
National Parks is prohibited, but many
antique shops in the area sell Civil War
memorabilia. On sale are boxes of used

ammunition, cutlery, buttons and

horseshoes. One establishment was
selling rings said to have been
found on the battlefield.

Ten years ago, historians con-
cerned at irresponsible develop-
ment formed the Association for
the Preservation of Civil War Sites,
which buys property or negotiates
for its protection.

Already the APCWS has acqu-
ired more than 4,000 acres of land
at 37 sites across 11 states. With
almost 10,000 members, it is now
the foremost organisation dedicated
to the preservation of battlefields.

Left: No modern automatic weap-
ons for these Confederate soldiers.
Their muskets had to be reloaded
after every volley

A Pt
MY

Above: Thirty cannon made the loudest
bangs on the battlefield

Above: Before the
camera: Sgt Dave
Roberts, film con-
sultant

Right: Sgt Scott
Turner, 7th
Wisconsins

Left: Union soldiers advance into the smoke

BLOODY MARYE’S HEIGHTS

THERE is a length of sunken road flanked
by a high stone wall on the outskirts of
Fredericksburg, Virginia. The open ground
in front of it was once known as the “blood-
iest place on Earth”. :

In the space of an afternoon, 9,000
Union soldiers were killed or wounded as
they tried to reach the road.

The area around Fredericksburg suffered
as much as any during the American Civil
War. Four times the opposing armies clash-
ed in bloody battles in and around the town.
In December 1862, a proud Union force —
the Army of the Potomac — met with disaster
in a pitched battle at Fredericksburg,

The 110,000-strong Northern army, led
by Ambrose E Burnside, crossed the Rap-
pahannock River to seize the town and push
on towards the Southern capital, Rich-
mond.

Opposing Burnside was Gen Robert E
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, number-
ing only 75,000, but enjoying sound leader-
ship and the protection of a fortified ridge,
Marye’s Heights, west of the town.

After taking the town, Burnside ordered
40,000 of his troops to make a series of
frontal assaults against the ridge.

Confederate cannon on the heights and
infantry several ranks deep on the sunken
road at its base poured fire on to the Union
forces attacking across half a mile of open
ground. Time after time they were
repulsed. When the battle ended after dusk
Burnside’s army had suffered one of the
most one-sided defeats in American history.

The Civil War is remembered with fer-
vour in America, its story taught in school
from third grade onwards. Children attend-
ing a presentation on the battle at the Fred-
ericksburg Battlefield Visitor Centre were
deeply moved on learning of the suffering
endured by soldiers and civilians.

A museum displays relics of the fighting
... a pocket bible which stopped a musket
ball, a shoe transfixed by a bayonet.

Much evidence of the war remains in the
6,000-acre Fredericksburg and Spotsylva-
nia County Battlefields Memorial National
Military Park which encompasses the sites

of four major battlefields, including Chan-
cellorsville and the Wilderness.

A striking memorial to the 15th Regi-
ment, New Jersey Volunteers, is one of sev-
eral on the Spotsylvania battlefield.

Beyond is the Bloody Angle, part of a
heavily-defended  salient. Twenty-four
Union brigades were hurled against this
small sector of the rebel line. Bitter fighting
raged for 20 hours as the two sides fought
muzzle-to-muzzle, artillery firing at point-
blank range.

The dead, four-deep, impeded opera-
tions. In some places, bodies were piled like
sandbags to provide cover.

Fredericksburg and the surrounding area
became the graveyard of the four major
Civil War battles. After the war, the Federal
government established a national ceme-
tery for the Union dead on Marye’s
Heights. The remains of nearly 16,000
Northern soldiers, most unknown, are
buried there.

They occupy in death the hill they failed
to take in life.

25



C\asS act

|

i N L 5

ll Army antics: Children from local schools enjoy themselves atop

ALMOST 120 years after the
Zulu Wars, British soldiers will
return to the site of the battle
of Rorke’s Drift in Kwa Zulu
Natal when they travel to
South Africa next month.

But unlike their predeces-
sors in 1879 — a 153-strong
group made up predominantly
from the 2nd Battalion, 24th
Regiment of Foot, who fought
hand-to-hand with more than
4,000 Zulus — this will be a
peaceable affair.

A party of 34 officer cadets
from Southampton Univer-
sity Officers’ Training Cor-
ps, with the assistance of six
Regulars from the Royal
Engineers and The Royal
Regiment of Wales will be
working side by side with
young Zulus in Project
Scholastic Acorn.

The 1st Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Wales,
whose forefathers earned a
breastful of VCs in the battle,
is throwing its weight behind
the project, aimed at building

" l\ a Saxon during a cross-community open day laid on by The s
L Royal Dragoon Guards at Girdwood Barracks, north Belfast. a much-needed community
With them are LCpl Dave Marsden (front) and Cpl Liam Wilson hall, as “a token of friendship
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UOTC to
build hall
for Zulus

and goodwill.” Rorke’s Drift is
now a small community in one
of the most depressed regions
of Kwa Zulu Natal: the hall is
50 yards from the battlefield
site.

Capt Rob Dickinson and Sgt
Mike Norris from 1 RRW,
based at Ballykelly, Northern
Ireland, are joining the
£130,000 expedition.

They will carry out major
administration tasks for the
project, which has the approval
of the Prince of Wales, Presi-
dent Mandela and the King of
the Zulus, and organise a rest
and recuperation package for
the cadets during the four-
week building phase.

Training in construction
techniques and block-laying
for the project, with the help of
the Royal Engineers, began in
October. The hall at the
Shiyane Secondary School will
have a capacity for 500 stu-
dents, with toilet and wash-
rooms, electricity supply, a
stage and a kitchen.

“We have designed it as a
block and steel construction

.

e

_RETURNTO DRIFL

Laying plans: 2nd Lt Matt Wilkinson, Masters student at Southampton University (Project Scholastic

Acorn co-ardinator/manager); Lt Col Andy Harris, CO Southampton University OTC (project leader); JUO
Jo Campbell, expedition photographer; and Maj Terry Curran, senior instructor, RSME Construction Wing,
at a preparatory bricklaying weekend at Chatham

and the students will build it
with the aid of local unem-
ployed Zulus,” said project
leader Lt Col Andy Harris RE.

Brig David Brombhead,
Colonel of The Royal Regi-
ment of Wales, and a descen-
dant of Lt Gonville Bromhead

VC, added: “In 1879, both our
nations grew to have a mutual
respect; they both showed
incredible courage, fortitude
and resolve in the face of
adversity. These qualities are
reflected in the determination
and attitude of the soldiers

taking part in this project.”

The present King of the
Zulus and Chief Buthelezi,
both of whom are descendants
of Zulus who took part in the
battle, will return to Rorke’s
Drift for a symbolic meeting
with the soldiers.

Engineers

pave way
for John

A partially-disabled former
sapper, John Guest, now has a
driveway for his car, thanks to
the combined efforts of Not-
tingham-based 129 HQ and
Sp Sqgn (V), the RE Associa-
tion and SSAFA.

Working at weekends and in
the evenings, members of the
squadron, which had been
approached by the corps asso-
ciation, provided the muscle
power to lay the driveway so
that John is now able to park
his car nearer to his house and
out of the way of vandals.

The RE Association provid-
ed most of the financial help,
while SSAFA obtained plan-

In Chaucer’s footsteps: Three members of the newly-formed Army
Welfare Service raised more than £1,500 for the NSPCC by walking
Chaucer’s Pilgrims’ Route from Southwark to Canterbury. SSgt Mark
Jackson (AWS Deepcut), Sgt Sharon Armsby (AWS Dover), and the
driving force behind the idea, SSgt Graham Bartram (AWS Wool-
wich), completed the journey in two days. Left to right are Mark,
Graham, NSPCC appeals manager Loretta Bresciani, and Sharon

ning permission and additional
funds.
a a o

Soldiers from Lisburn-based
39 Infantry Brigade and
Signal Squadron have donat-
ed £1,000 towards the cost of
creating a multi-sensory room

for 12 young adults with severe
mental disabilities in a Belfast
home. The money was raised
by sponsored walks in the
Mournes and mountain biking
in Wales.
a O Q
Army units are being invited

to submit teams for the Liver-
pool international half
marathon being held on
August 25, '

Organisers say that, apart
from raising funds for local
charities, there will be a Ser-
vices Challenge trophy, com-
peted for on a team basis.

Units may enter as many
runners as they wish, with their
top four finishers counting
towards the trophy.

Further information and
entry forms: tel 0151-650
6989 or Bill Sergeant on 0151-
724 3171.

a O Q

Members of the 1st Battal-
ion, Coldstream Guards,
who recently started a six-
month tour in South Armagh,
completed 22 gruelling laps of
the headquarters block and
heli-pad at their base at Bess-
brook Mill to raise sponsorship
cash for St John’s Hospice in
Newry and the Army Benevo-
lent Fund.
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=

Q: Why do Servicemen and
women who died during the
years 1919-21 and 1946-47
qualify as war dead?

MY father, though not a Regu-
lar, was retained in the Army of
Occupation until 1921. His unit
guarded the Kaiser Wilhelm
Bridge in Koln.

He and many others had
returned as fit for active service
after having been wounded or
gassed. Some subsequently died
and were quite likely buried in
war cemeteries. This may have
happened again after the Second
World War. — Capt George
Lewis, Milford Haven, Dyfed.

It is correct that the cut-off date
for the First World War is August
31, 1921 and for the Second
World War December 31, 1947,
although hostilities ceased on
November 11, 1918 and August
14, 1945 respectively.

The extension was intro-
duced after the First World War
to make allowance for a consid-
erable number of casualties who
had died after Armistice Day
from wounds or sickness sus-
tained as a result of service
during the true war period, and
therefore attributable to the war.

The date in August 1921
which was chosen was the one
on which the state of hostility
officially came to an end. The
same principle was applied fol-
lowing the Second World War,
when an arbitrary cut-off date
giving an extension of like dura-
tion was selected. — (Miss) Bev-
erly A Webb, Information
Officer, Commonwealth War
Graves Commission, Maiden-
head.

@ A similar reply to Miss Webb's
has also been received from
Thierry Laroche, of Neufchateau,
Belgium.

I AM writing to you to express
my concern over the imminent
re-badging of the Cameronian
Cadet Units in Lanarkshire
and East Kilbride.

As a former Cameronian
cadet and a member of the
Cameronian Club in Glasgow
I know there are many others
who share my feelings of great
sadness that these heirs of a
proud and honourable tradi-
tion will be absorbed into

another regiment, however
fine. ]

Although the Cameronians
themselves chose to march
into history it seems a matter of
great regret that the inheri-
tance of a long and glorious
tradition, and a significant part
of our national story, is being
eradicated from the military
scene.

Surely it would be possible
to retain at least one or two

units to carry on the name and
to keep alive the ideals and tra-
ditions of a great and unique
regiment.,

At the cadet level rationali-
sation cannot be such an over-
riding priority that it must
mean yet another proud name
disappearing from the roll call.

Is it, even at this late date,
impossible to reconsider this
decision? — Stewart Fergu-
son, Glasgow.

Why families need to

live near Army bases

1 HAVE followed with interest the debate started by the excellent Cari
Roberts about the sale of married quarters.

With the exception of a first-
class article by Rachel Johnson
in the Daily Telegraph (June 5)
I have seen no realistic exam-
ples of families accompanying
units. In 1976-78 I was quar-
termaster of the 2nd Battalion,
Coldstream Guards during an
accompanied tour in Northern
Ireland.

One of the factors that made
it a magnificent battalion was
that the families were with us.
The battalion group strength
was well in excess of 600, more
than half of whom were mar-
ried accompanied.

The married quarters were
in three separate estates within
about 20 miles of Ebrington
Barracks in Londonderry.
Each had its own community
centre, where families met for
functions and activities, run
part-time by NCOs and wives
who did a superb job.

enjoying the sun in Florida.

leave you nothing to think about.

LEARN TO FLY
(Wing ~NER_Rotor>
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We offer packages that include car hire, accomodation and flying — we
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Phone Paula for more informationon. ..
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It was a great comfort to the
soldiers when away to know
that their families were in the
company of those in a similar
situation. Also, when returning
from duty it was a great
morale-booster to have proper
homes to go to. The wives of
the commanding officer and
families officer were constantly
“on call” to ensure the needs of
the families were cared for.

Single members of the bat-
talion also benefited by having
the families nearby. There
were constant invitations to
married quarters which broke
the monotony of being cooped
up in barracks when off duty.

Close relationships formed
between families meant that in
an emergency they had some-
one to call on. This was of par-
ticular help to young wives
away from home for the first
time.

Rachel Johnson made the
point that if we are not careful,
it will become an Army for
single persons only. I can think
of nothing worse!

Most married people I meet
say that until nearing the end
of their service they prefer to
have their families with them
whenever possible. There are
exceptions, as when children
require continuity of education.

I am sure many senjor ranks
could give examples of the
benefits of having their families
in proper married-quarter
estates near their duty station.

Similarly, I suspect that
some could tell stories where
married unaccompanied sol-

diers can be a darned nuisance.
Enough said! - Maj (Retd)
Peter Horsfall, London N14.

Turn to
Canada

for Army
recruits

I WOULD like to bring to
the attention of Brig John
Milne, Director of Army
Recruiting, that there is a
large supply of manpower
right here in Canada.

In order to be accepted for
the British Forces, recruits
have to have parents or
grandparents who were born
in the UK.

All that would be required
is an advertisement in
prominent eastern and west-
ern Canadian newspapers to
start a flow of recruits. —
James B Cummings, Vic-
toria, BC.

For the record.. . .
Battle honours

IT WAS stated (Feb 19)that the
QLR has more battle honours
than any other regiment. How-
ever, my reckoning is this: The
Queen’s Regiment (351), Light
Infantry (277), Royal Green
Jackets (253), QLR (203).-R G
Coster, Verwood, Dorset.

® We were referring to embla-
zoned battle honours. — Editor.

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

NVQs awarded on operations — Pages 16-17

Hill 235 bugle
not Glosters’

I HAVE been asked to com-
ment on the letter (July 8) con-
cerning the bugle allegedly
found on Hill 235 in Korea.

On the outbreak of war in
1939 a battalion of The Sher-
wood Foresters in Jamaica was
relieved by a Canadian unit,
the Winnipeg Grenadiers, and
other Canadian units followed
until the 8th Suffolks went out
after the war. The 2nd Glosters
took over as the Regular peace-
time battalion in January 1947.

I had occasion to exchange
some very battered G1098
bugles, and not surprisingly
received low-pitch Toronto-
made bugles from the Canadi-
an stores still held by the
Jamaican Ordnance Depot.

On mobilisation for Korea in
August 1950 all regimental
property — drums, bugles,
white buff accoutrements —
was sent to the depot for stor-
age.

I took the G1098 drums,
flutes and (Canadian) bugles
to Korea. We met up with an
advance party at Suwon in

mid-November and were a
couple of days sorting our-
selves out.

Maj Walwyn of C Coy
decided on a route march and
asked me to take the drums
along. When we got back to
our billets, the adjutant, Capt
Farrer-Hockley, told me to
pack up the instruments to be
sent back to Kure in Japan.

Mindful that there might be
the odd military funeral, I
retained two bugles. Dmr
Eagles had one in his haversack
on 235 and I used this on the
last morning.

He tells the story that he put a
36 grenade in it as a booby trap
when we left the hill. I know of
no other bugles in anyone’s
possession in the battalion.

The Assault Pioneer Platoon
and Sgt Murphy’s Vickers sec-
tion were sited on 235 before
the battle and were properly
entrenched. They were joined
by a sadly depleted A Coy on
the afternoon of the 23rd.

The rest of us moved up
after dusk on the 24th carrying

“All | said to the RSM was . . . ‘Did he get NVQ credits for shouting?™”

I AM seven. My brother is
five. We read Soldier every two
weeks. My dad is a doctor.
One of his patients, Maj Peter
Scopes, gives it to us after he
has read it. Is my brother
Peter the youngest reader? —
Christopher Stovin,
Oundle, Peterborough.

@ Peter Stovin is certainly the
youngest reader to have come to
our notice — so far. .. Editor.

I MUST tell you about my
son, Lee, who is almost 13
years old and has been read-
ing Soldier since he was six.

Lee loves and collects any-
thing to do with Army life. He
hopes to join the Army when
he is old enough but until
then he will go on reading So/-
dier and collecting.

If any soldiers reading this
have any spare cap badges,
DZ flashes or anything else,

il |
Article put

Charlwood
on the map

A FRIEND recently passed
me a copy of Soldier dated
December 11, 1995 which
included a reprint of an article
from the December 22, 1945
edition regarding the village of
Charlwood in Surrey.

I lived there all my life until
1990.

At the time the original arti-
cle appeared I was serving with
the Royal Engineers at No 1
Civilian Internment Camp at
Neumunster, north-west Ger-
many.

One can imagine my plea-
sure and surprise when I
opened my copy of Soldier and
found the article.

Thank you for this reprint.
It has enabled me at last to
prove to my children and
grandchildren that Charlwood
was actually mentioned in
your magazine as having been
involved in the Second World
War. — L E Skinner, Burgess
Hill, West Sussex.

reading about soldiers
because my big brother is in 1
Staffords, who are going to
Hong Kong later this year. It
would surprise him if my pic-
ture appeared in the maga-
zine. — Alexander Venables,
Stoke-on-Trent.

Lee would be thankful.

Best wishes to all your staff
and to everyone who reads the
magazine. — Mr J Grieves, 25
Manor Place, Upperby,
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA2 41L.P.

arms and ammunition and
what entrenching tools were
left. Certainly it was not possi-
ble to dig in to any extent.

I don’t wish to give offence,
but in my view this mysterious

bugle has no connection with
the bartalion up to April 25,
1951. Afterwards? Who knows
how it came on the scene? - P
E Buss, Drum Major,
28th/61st, (1947-57), Dover.
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Anglians’ new
museum open

BBC foreign correspondent and
veteran Bosnia reporter Martin
Bell wore his trademark white suit
to open the museum of The Royal
Anglian Regiment in the Land
Warfare Hall of the Imperial War
Museum at Duxford.

The project is the culmination of
an 18-month appeal to raise more
than £270,000.

Lord Bramall, President of the
Board of Trustees of the IWM, and
Maj Gen Patrick Stone, Colone! of
the regiment, also made speech-
es during the formal opening.
Appeal patron Gen Sir John Ake-
hurst said the new museum had
received tremendous support.

A roar of RSMs: Regimental
sergeant majors demonstrate
their vocal range to Armed
Forces Minister Nicholas
Soames. More than 140 attend-
ed the RSMs’ convention at
RMA Sandhurst on June 26

s b T s

An occasional series on
what the journals of
other armies are saying
From Army newspaper, Aus-
tralia: Defence capital will be
redirected to the sharp end as
1,200 civilian posts are abol-
ished by 1998.

From Connect, newsletter of
the Irish Defence Community:
The full words are sought of an
Emergency period song heard
being sung by an elderly gentle-
man in Tipperary. It begins with
the line “When | went up to the
Curragh in 1941” and the chorus
runs: “One of the oul' Reserves;
One of the oul' Reserves; Three
pints a day as extra pay; One of
the oul’ Reserves”.
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Numbers are up

ENTHUSIASTS will have spotted
two types of registration numbers
on British Army vehicles.

The reason dates back to Sep-
tember 1993 when a new military
vehicle census system was intro-
duced to make it easier to keep
track of military assets. Previous-
ly, wvehicle registrations were
issued manually, noted in hand-
written registers and logged on to
the SALOME computer system.

When SALOME was replaced
by the ingeniously named Man-
agement of Equipment Res-

for Army vehicles

ources, Liabilities and Informa-
tion Network (MERLIN), num-
bers were issued in blocks by the
system. Under the old system
they consisted of two figures, two
letters and two figures —eg 31 FJ
45. New plates carry two letters,
two numbers and two letters.
David Eason of the Chilwell-
based Directorate of Supply
Management says the new regis-
tration — eg AA 00 AA — allows
more permutations. Old numbers
will fade away as vehicles are
replaced or go out of service.

Ulsr Riﬂs
pay their
respects

D-DAY veterans of the Royal
Ulster Rifles paid their respects to
fallen comrades when two cross-
channel ferries stopped in the
water off the coast of Normandy
on June 6 so that the old soldiers
could lay wreaths in the water.

Organised by ex-Leading
Stoker Harry Rubins, the unusual
tribute involved a coachload of 1
RUR veterans on board an lrish
Ferries boat out of Belfast, and a
Britanny Ferries vessel crossing
from the mainland.

Both ships hove-to over the site
where HM Gunboat Locust buried
crewmen killed in battle. The
Locust, built as a Yangtse gun-
boat, was shelled for 21 days as
she lay off the beaches after land-
ing and escorting men of 9
Brigade, including 2 RUR. .

Harry, who served on board the
Locust, laid wreaths at Ranville for
two naval telegraphists killed land-
ing by air with the Combined
Operations Bombardment Unit
which, under an Army officer,
“spotted” for the Royal Navy's
guns.

The Ulster veterans also dedi-
cated two new memorials during
the pilgrimage to Normandy.

L50)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, July 1946

AFTER THE PHARAOHS
Britain’s decision to withdraw
the Army from Egypt turns
the spotlight on the great
Tura caves near Cairo. For
three years soldiers have been
working and living inside the
hills from which limestone
blocks were quarried to build
the Pyramids. The vast caves
have been used to store mil-
lions of pounds worth of
stores and ammunition.
Relics, some 4,000 years
old, were uncovered daily.

ZZ3YEARS AGO

From Soldier, July 1971

RAIN, SUN AND SMILES
Three battalions of The Light
Infantry stood stoically in
steady rain as they prepared
to receive their first Colours
from their Colonel-in-Chief,
the Queen Mother. But as she
drove on to the parade field at
Colchester the sun broke
through to match her radiant
smile. Colours were present-
ed to the Light Infantry Volun-
teers and the 2nd and 3rd
Battalions.

Infantry legs
it as cavalry
gives chase

FIVE horses managed to catch
the three-strong Infantry relay
team in the annual 22-mile cross-
country Man v Horse Marathon at
Llanwrtyd® Wells near Senny-
bridge.

Overall, the Army trio finished
second to a team of national stan-
dard fell runners who beat all the
horses and won £2,500.

LCpl lan Cain PWO (123 Army
Youth Team), Maj Roy Hunter
PWO (ATR Glencorse) and Cpl
Rod Leach, Hidrs (also Glen-
corse) ran the three legs in turn,
being passed by the first horse
and rider after 12 miles.

Bookmakers William Hill, the
sponsors, offer a £10,000 purse to
the first individual runner to beat
the horses. The closest anyone
has got is four minutes behind the
first four-legged competitor.

WEEKLY WAR: The Tank
Museum launched the first of
its weekly firepower and mobil-
ity displays on July 4. The pro-
gramme, every Thursday, runs
until September 19 and
includes armoured vehicles
being put through their paces
and choreographed tank bat-
tles.

And, for the first time, visi-
tors will also be able to ride in
armoured vehicles. Details on
01929 405096.

Calling
London . ..

BFBS has been given a special

licence to transmit Forces Radio-

to London for the duration of the
Royal Tournament at Earls Court.
Transmissions will be made from a
studio inside Earls Court and via
its radio stations to Bosnia, Croat-
ia, Germany, Hong Kong and
other British bases overseas.
There will be a live BFBS link
between soldiers in Bosnia and
relatives in the UK during the
Linda Wright Show on July 18.

Mayors
galore

NEWLY appointed mayors of
Wandsworth, Kensington and
Chelsea attended their first offi-
cial function with their local Terri-
torial Army unit, 31st Signal
Regiment (V), at Southfields,
London, when they were enter-
tained by the commanding officer,
Lt Col Robert Weston, and senior
officers.

Twelve of the regiment’s sol-
diers are returning after six-maonth
tours in Bosnia, two volunteered
for a second tour, and more are
heading for duty with the peace
implementators.

This new standard of the East Hants
branch of the Italy Star Association 1943-
45 flew proudly over Portsmouth Guildhall
for three days while the Second World War
veterans held their annual lunch and
parade. From left are Ted Packer, who
donated the standard; Syd Leech MM,
chairman of the East Hants branch;

Nienburg’s
steam
sappers
leave mark

FINAL farewell to Nienburg from
45 Field Support Squadron RE
came in the form of a metal
plague attached to the town's
Blue Bridge, rebuilt by the unit
after the Second World War.

The plaque is in the shape of
the squadron embiem, a steam
traction engine.

Formed during the Boer War to
operate traction engines, the unit
has maintained its long link with
steam. -

1t has a cherished 1916 Fowler
traction engine which appears
regularly on unit parades and dis-
plays and is lovingly looked after

The traction engine emblem of
45 Fd Sp Sqgn RE, attached to a
bridge at Nienburg

by the squadron’s artisans. The
Steam Sappers are part of 21
Engineer Regiment which left
Nienburg in the spring at the end
of a 46-year association with the
German town.

The regiment is now based in
Quebec Barracks, Osnabriick.

1 Soldiers at the School of
Electronic and Aeronautical Engi-
neering (SEAE) at Arborfield were
so fed up with the blank walls in
their restaurant that they commis-
sioned art students from Windsor
to brighten the place up.

East Berkshire College came
up trumps with five large papier
méché murals depicting tanks and
soldiers. The project worked both
ways . . . it counts towards the stu-
dents’ final BTEC 3D design
course examinations.

1 Maj John Heminsley and
Capt Steve Simonini of the
ARRC Engineer Staff were among
14 engineers, mostly from non-
NATO countries, presented with
NATO Medals by Lt Gen Sir
Michael Walker at Sarajevo.

Other recipients came from
Canada, Romania, Austria,
Hungary and the Netherlands.
Capt Simonini also received a
Commander British Forces

Commendation for Meritorious
Service during Op Grapple.

PPOINTMEN:

Major-General: Brig J P Kiszely
MC — To be GOC 1(UK) Armoured
Division in the rank of major gener-
al, June 3.

Colonel: T J Minter — To
SHAPE, June 3.

Retirements

Colonels: S B Davies, late
QARANC, June 30; D N Faithfull-
Davies, late RAMC, June 30; D P
Fleming-Jones, late RADC, June
27; SF N Miller, late RADC, June 27.

branch secretary Don Cooke; and com-
mittee member Ray Clovier.

Nearly 200 old soldiers and their wives
sat down to lunch with guests including
the Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, Admi-
ral of the Fleet Sir Henry Leach, the Lord
and Lady Mayoress of Portsmouth, and
Col Wallace Pryke, national president.

I
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(1939-46): Drumhead service to
mark 50th anniversary of disband-
ment of 15 Div takes place at Red-
ford Barracks, Colinton, Edinburgh,
September 14. Associated units
and secondments welcome. Con-
tact Harry Holder, Manchester

If anyone has a copy of a Daily
Express story headlined “Jets
swoop over the Somersets in
Malta” and published August-
November 1956, they are asked to
contact David Williams, Somerset
Ll reunion organiser, 29 Knowle
End, Woolavington, Bridgwater,
Somerset TA7 8JH (01278
683022).

Eddie Holdaway wishes to hear
from anyone who served with 148
RAC Regiment, stationed at
Aldershot on D-Day, the precise
date the regiment landed in Nor-
mandy. Mr Holdaway was a
gunner in Capt Storey's tank, 148
RAC. Replies to 54 Stepney
Green Court, Stepney Green,
London E1 3LL (0171 790-1242),

Mr M Gonzalez wants to hear from

July

14: Para spectacular, Southsea
Common, in aid of Airborne
Forces welfare. Free entry.

21: Oxon-Bucks RBL gala day,
Stonor Park nr Henley-on-Thames.
Details on 01865 53151.

21: Aldershot Military Museum
special events day, 1.30pm
(01252 314598).

28: Tank Museum battle day,
Bovington.

August

14-26: Gurkhas at Gallipoli,
80th  anniversary exhibition,
Gurkha Museum, Winchester
(01962 842832).

September

7-8: Farnborough International
96 airshow.

7-8: Berwick Military Tattoo.
Proceeds to SSAFA.

Qctober

6: Aldershot militaria exhibition
and fair, The Maltings, Farn-
ham, Surrey,

November

16: Classic military band con-
cert, Band of RAF College
Cranwell at Cranwell in aid of
SSAFA. (details: 01406
425550).

® To include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

d Friends of Harry “Poppy”
Ellis have been wondering if
two British soldiers nicknamed
Poppy were associated with
the Force 142 raiding parties
and Greek Sacred Squadron
during the Second World War.

Our story about the Sacred
Squadron (Diary, May 27)
named him as Harry “Poppy”
Harris. The error is regretted.
We can confirm that there’'s
only one Poppy Ellis . . .

House, 86 Princess Street, Man-
chester M1 6NG before July 12.

Italy Star Association, East Mid-
lands branch: Standard dedica-
tion service followed by parade,
August 25, at St Luke’s Church,

Halifax. Enquiries: 0116 2353317.

any readers who served in Cyprus
in the late 1940s, early 1950s and
who have a photograph of the
train which ran between Nicosia
and Famagusta. He wishes to
loan the photograph or have it
copied at his expense. Replies to
him at Jahan, Kingston Deverill,
Warminster, Wilts BA12 7HA.

1 Readers who enjoy the Penin-
sular campaign exploits of dash-
ing infantryman Richard Sharpe
may be interested to learn that the
Sharpe Appreciation Society and
Fan Club incorporates the
archives of the South Essex Regi-
ment. The fan club has the back-
ing of the TV series producers,
Carlton Television and author
Bernard Cornwell. The address is
PO Box 14, Lowdham, Notting-
ham NG14 7HU.
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A GRACE-FUL BOOK OF BFN MEMORIES |
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Raymond Baxter, BFN Hamburg’s
production manager

THOSE fortunate enough to
know Alan Grace, veteran
Forces broadcaster and
administrator now in retire-
ment (though by no means
yet in his anecdotage) will be
aware that here is a man with
a keen eye, ear

and memory fora  This is the British Forces
Network by Alan Grace.
Alan Sutton. £14.99.

good yarn.

What is more,
in the re-telling
he has the panache to exercise
his communicator’s skill with
sharp accuracy, kindly wit
and infectious amusement.

He has coupled this talent
with an irrepressible enthusi-
asm and produced a highly
entertaining book, This is the
British Forces Network — the

Joanna Lumley appears as a guest on BFBS
TV’s “Take Five” with Stephen Withers

Barry Davies, BFN sports reporter who
became BBC TV’s top football commentator

Right: Dorothy
Lamour inter-
viewed for BFN
by Chris Howland
on her arrival in
Hamburg

Story of British Forces Broad-
casting in Germany.

For many ex-Servicemen
and women and their fami-
lies, this book will bring back
vivid memories of life and
radio entertainment in
BAOR. Radio
was a must in
those days . . .
there wasn’t
much else in the
way of entertainment other
than the camp cinema and
the Naafi.

So BFN, successor to a
radio station set up in a
former harem in Algiers in
1944, was launched to fill the
gap for Servicemen based in
Germany.

Most of BFN’s own
output was “needle
time” and listeners
deluged the station
with requests for
records and dedica-
tions.

To give an idea of
the problems - and
the fun — involved in
producing radio pro-
grammes, Grace has
delved into his vivid
memory and the rec-
ollections of former
broadcasting colleag-
ues to produce this
history of Forces’
broadcasting in Ger-
many.

i gk Gk Gk Gk Gk Gk Gk ik Gk Gk Gk ik ik ik X S

Tim Gudgin, a BFN Hamburg “Early Bird” pre-
senter, now reads sports results on Grandstand

He scoured lib-
raries (including
Soldier’s) and per-
sonal archives to
produce stories
and photos that
will stir readers’
memories.

His narrative is
star-studded with
hundreds of
names, many of Alan Grace
them “big time”
and world-famous . . . Holly-
wood icon Dorothy Lamour,
who got the thumbs down

from the troops
(apparently she
was ill, but insisted
on going on stage),
Duke Ellington
and scores more.
All were heard on
BFN at one time
or another and this
book is almost a
Who’s Who of Ser-
vice broadcasting
from Germany.
With all those stars of
stage, screen and radio to
bring back the memories,

COMPETITION 641

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and vou
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to
HOAY 641, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by August 9.
Do not include anything

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

else in your envelope.
More than one entry can
be submitted but photo-
copies cannot be accepted.
The first correct entries
drawn will be the winners,
No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
September 2 issue.

Name : (Give rank or title)

Address :

Competition No 638 (June 10): Congratulations to Mr E B
Byatt, of Hayes, Middx, who wins £50. Book prizes go to
runners-up Mrs P Keeley, of Haywards Heath, W Sussex,
and Maj J Wilson RMP, 101 Pro Coy RMP, BFPO 40.
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“What’s on BFN?”
squaddies would ask,
while Service wives
and families were
already tuned in for an
earful of entertain-
ment, information
and education, for
such was the policy of
BFN. BFBS followed
that line.

But this is more
than a leisurely stroll
down memory lane.
Alan Grace also tells
of behind-the-scenes
dramas, a common

Leon Griffiths, scriptwriter for “Services

occurrence in the

Spotlight”. He went on to create Minder, the 1igh-pressure world of

top television series

readers will recall with plea-
sure the outpourings of BFN,
later to become BFBS and now
under the umbrella of the
SSVC group.

broadcasting.

While BFN relayed
popular BBC productions
from the Light Programme
and Home Service, it also pro-
duced its own shows which
proved extremely popular with
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Service and German
listeners.

All-time hit with
millions of listeners
was the Sunday
lunchtime two-way
BBC/BFN Family
(formerly Forces)
Fawvourites, which first
went out in October
1945 and ran until
January 1980, turning
presenters into house-
hold names.

Grace pays tribute
to the late Anne Arm-
strong who con-
tributed to Soldier for
many years and
broadcast weekly on
BFBS. And he brings
the story up to date
with the BFBS in
Bosnia — and specula-
tion about the future.

]

Lale Andersen after one of her many
recordings for BFNin the Hamburg
Well worth aread. —JM  Musikhalle
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- for Military

r
C Vs personnel

Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Quality content. Impeccable presentation
Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service
Laser printing. Free client CV storage.
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,
Updates, Application Letters, etc.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ

LTEI / Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 NSJJ

MILITARY CV SERVICES
The original CV service for HM Forces:
established in 1984
A world-wide CV firm run by a former
Army officer and current full-time career
consultant. Past clients include men and
women of all ranks from every part of the

Army:
Full details from:
Anthony Jacques,
66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU
Tel: 01483 823766

D8

Kinlet Hall Bewdley Worcestershire
A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families

* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

* High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline
#* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

* Our own escorts to and from airports and stations

* Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats.

Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn

Telephone: Kinlet (01299) 841230. Fax: (01299) 841444

D3

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Embroidery &
Insignia Ltd.,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

D&

CVs & RESUMES
A specialist and fully comprehensive service
tailored entirely to the individual which
includes:
# Professional CV and ré
Job application letter
# Printed on A4 white card
# Fully bound
# Client's own disc

ONLY £20 ( Including UK postage)
For full details and expert advice please
contact: Gerald Hunter BA (Hons), 30
Winskill Road, Liverpool L11 1HB
Answerphone/fax
0151 256 8874

C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft &
Master Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type
Services, over 2200 type Fonts and more than 20
different Media Presentation types available.
Complete package providing Unbeatable Quality.

NEED A CV?
-
For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept.

For an Information Pack PO Box 573,
please Phone or Write to: Sutton Coldfield,
Mr MacDonald West Midlands
3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull, 012B‘l7-§565P;18?
East Yorkshire HU6 9UA
Tel: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days aweek) SERVICES
o]

SECURE YOUR FUTURE

Train with TCM Ltd to become a
COMPUTER HARDWARE TECHNICIAN

Computer Technology is the Driving Force in Industry and Commerce. It
will provide an ever increasing Demand for Skilled Hardware Technicians
with JOB SECURITY.

TCM can provide you with these skills. Full-time courses of up to 10 weeks lead to
City & Guilds Micro Computer Systems Installation and Maintenance Level Il and
Novell Netware qualifications.

Tel: 01634 404200

D9
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And the way to do it is to take a low cost,

doesn't?

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,

MICHAEL JAY
@ Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING
For your

MADE TO MEASURE
Uniforms Suits ete
we offer
14 day Make or
B 48 hr EXPRESS
Keen prices
B First class fit
d, High quality
& Excellent payment terms

Local agent (o measure in most areas
Tel: 01379 783736
Fax: 01379 783898

As our customers say:
The serviee is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY

Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 8SU
Telephone: 0181-523 3283 :
Fax: 0181-531 7298

high profit Market Stall Franchise with
The Traditional Hardware Company.

Qur experienced management team have developed a
unique franchising concept which puts you in command
of your own destiny. Our proven system allows you to
earn a substantial income operating a business on your
local markets. We are part of one of Europe's largest
suppliers of DIY/Hardware products, so you can be
confident that we're here to help you all the way. We
supply you with a 'ready to run business' which includes
a quality all weather market stall and over 650 product
lines that we know people will buy all the year round.
We run a comprehensive training program to cover all
the aspects of running the business. Your investment
will be low but the rewards will be high.

For further details contact us soon-
that's the way ahead.

COMPANY

I.P.Turner Director of Sales and Marketing
Traditional Hardware Company Ltd
Parsonage Way Trading Estate Chippenham Wiltshire SN15 5PN
Telephone 01793 724663 Fax 01793 724015

Bickerton Jewellery
are awaiting your call for details on their

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES

. for information and price lists write, phone or fax to

J.M.BICKERTON

0121 551 7366 23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For beautifully made brooches in 9ct gold

JOSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS

LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS
SPECIALISTS

« INTEREST FREE CREDIT

s All Accessories Supplied.
Shirts, Bow Ties, Medals
George Boots, Badges, etc.

 For All Your Uniform, Suit

& Blazer Requirements.
Contact:
UK 284-294 Ley St. liford Essex 1G1 4BS

UK TEL: 0181 478 2780
GERMANY TEL: 05252 4631
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* EVENTS MEMORABIL[A
* MESS CRYSTAL SUPPLIES \6}"
* PRESENTATION GIFTS B
* SPORTING TROPHIES
Managed by a retired Army Officer,
Alba Concepts supplies quality glass
and crystalware exquisitely engraved
with either Service crest or personal
designs, logos and inscriptions. Ideal
for all occasions to show appreciation
and worth. Supplied direct to the cus-
tomer by mail order at very competitive
rates. Interested? Then write now for a
brochure and more information to:
Ken Blease, Achadh An Dreadhan,
Mar Road, Braemar,
Aberdeenshire AB35 5YL
or Tel. 013397 41543

Dg

MESS DRESS

Made to
Measure Mess

Dress for
Officers & NCO'’s

The finest quality
uniforms from the
specialist Military tailor
o2
Interest Free Credit
o3
Full Medal Service

(3
e
L3
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Our representatives are
in regular attendance
at most units and
will call on request
ox
Call the specialist
Military tailor on

Germany, 0171 526 1340
Ansaphone, 05751 15087

UK, +44 (0)113 282 6102
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Gion s o 5 VERNON PLACE NORTH \ COURT
niformal Ltcl., Meynell Avenue, BASFORD NOTTINGH ODE :
Rothwell, Yorkshire 1526 ONU Nottm) 0115 69 I P’_e_ase use this as an order form '_k_‘
. il Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to an address in the U.K. or N, Ireland.
SENE DEEE DEET EENT NN DEET DDEN DENE DEES DEND DRSS SEEN GEE e Include your own special message to show that you have your loved-one in mind.
I 12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
' 12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
BE BATTLE READY! |
5 . JOY'S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
£ H ouquet spec I £22.50
You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS | BoueiPi CamatlonwFrocsiaom = 30 fowrs £16.50
UN |QUE |t I th d s t IRGS(BBT’Cz:lrgalicn‘s»‘FreEswaf‘FerE - gg::owers :17.:.?
ris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern - ! 14.4
mil ary Clo Ing an eqUIpmen - I Spray Camanons-’Frees;f’;n - EOInggrz £11.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
FOR THOSEWHODEMAND | | s s soers (s oo
+ ale Pin 10% 7" | 22,75
THE BEST AND KNOW \ BERTIE BADGER (Biack & White) 22" long e2200
THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS
THE DIFFERENCE. I & EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE 2}1
MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/
For your FREE I % LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOMALOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY F
No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only). A space counts as a letter
36 page CO|0UF Catalogue . Choice of Coloured Jumpers: Dark Biue/Light Blue/Red ‘S'
F WINSTON BEAR (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue/Green 19" high £27.80
write or telephone I WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/B-L/B-Red 14"high £22.75
Prices andgrder forms available upon request
- rices include P&P + VAT
SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES | L PPN b g Lt e i
St. GBOTQB’S Works, St. George’s VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE
Q L t ! I Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:
uay, ancas er, ‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
Lancashire LA1 5QJ | St Sampsons, Guernsey C. I. GY2 4WB

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of post Service
Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £11;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £9; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £8; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Accumulated CSM: £6;
S/Atlantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VI.R. with clasp:
£7, GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal with
clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.1.Y. mounting: 1 space - £1;
2-£1.10;3-£1.20;4-£1.30; 5-£1.40;6 - £1.50;
7-£1.60;8-£180;9-£2.00; 10-£2.20
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage

® 7-day medal mounting service for

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £9.00

WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO
KNIVES (Black) £21.50
BELT BUCKLES WITH REGIMENTAL
BADGE £3.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
All prices include p&p
THE GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,

Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Telephone 01706 846648

FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £11.00 6"X 6"

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS BADGES

PRINTED
TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!

ALL FROM ONE SUPFPLIER
No artwork or setting up costs on the majority of
our goods. High quality, competitive pruudnd
prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service,

Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS
51/52 HIGHSTREET, LINCOLN LN5 BAP

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 e

WORCESTERSHIRE

full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and
‘court’ style.
@ Full-size medals supplied
® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges

CARTOONS

CARICATURES CA.ILIEN]DA,‘RS

- @ Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting 7= ‘N' CARDS
bars, ribbon bars etc. L r MEDAL SERV|CE
Competitive Prices. First-class quaiity and @ [T Full size and miniature medals
delivery guaranteed. ENTERTAINMENT supplied and mounted for wear

or display. Send for full list of
miniature medals, emblems,
clasps, etc.

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 OLG
Telephone (01527) 835375
Access/Visa welcome

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(25p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (01455) 239262

*“On the spot”Caricatures for your function
CUSTOM MADE CARICATURES
For Retirements, Birthdays, Anniversaries
THE MESS

Caricatures of the Staff in a colourful staf \nu.mun

Telephone (01524) 64204

PR i A )

osf

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES
Plus PRINTED T- SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Embroidered garments - Free original 24+
printed swents and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25
ENAMELLED - min. 100
BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50
Printed - min. 36

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25

WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochur

creggan. Dunbartonshire G84 0JN

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
Sweaters - Sweatshirts
T Shirts - Sports shirts

FLOWERS AND

CUDDLES

Husbands and boyfriends
Say it with flowers
I love you

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE

NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

: §\l\|

Telephone: (01481) 46708
Fax: (01481) 43406



YOUR OWN DESIGN

T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
POLO SHIRTS
+ LOTS MORE

If you find the some garment cheaper
we will refund the

difference.
PROMOTIONAL MARKETING Co.
A5 & B6 Guy Motors Industrial Park
Park Lone, Wolverhompton WV 10 9QF

Telephone: (01902) 724421

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre

7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979
0374 133493

® English-made
sweat shirts

® T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

@ Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.

Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,

Surrey RH1 3EA.
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE
Hand-made BLAZER BADGES in fine wires & silks - £13.50
Hand-painted WALL PLAQUES - £22.50 & CAR BADGES - £18.00
STRIPES - £7.50 CRESTS & R.A. FLASH - £9.00

Regimental Ties -
Regimental Leather KEY FOBS - £2.00

PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR OUR PRICE LIST
D. J. PARKINSON (DEPT. S)
186b LEWES ROAD, BRIGHTON BN2 3LD.Tel: Brighton (01273) 686877 (a.m. only)

MILITARY INSIGNIA

32 page illustrated caralogue lists hundreds
and hundreds of British insignia - anodised,
bullion, hackles, DZ flashes, s/titles, Para
wings, officers’ badges., arm bands etc
Also 20 page illustrated French Foreign
Legion catalogue listing ALL
legion insignia.

Send £2 (British)

and £1 (French)
MIKE LAPWORTH

26 SOUTHDOWN ROAD
BRISTOL BSS 3NL

-

CARICATURES
Hilarious caricatures
‘Groups” or *Singles’
from photos in colour
or B&W by a

. professional
. cartoonist. A unigue
g gilt tor all occasions.
Also cartoonists for
parties, ete. For samples
and prices or a quotation
Rick Coleman: 0181-441 6607

./
UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE

Mess Dress P.OA

Officers No. 2 Dress £395.00
OR's No.1 Dress £295.00
Officers No.1 Dress £325.00
S.B. Blazer £150.00
D.B. Blazer £175.00
Dinner Suit T/Wool £220.00
Dinner Suit Wool £250.00
Civilian Suits from £185.00

All prices subject to V.A.T. where applicable
48Hr or 2 Week Make up
Michael Jay Tailoring
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK
STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK 1P14 5AY
TEL: 01379783736 FAX: 01379 783898

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze” figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your

VISTA TIES

needs.

“Cold cast bronze"

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

~ Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or S.A.E.
for Brochure.

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

T.ES

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.

Available FS replacement Medals/Campaign Stars
WWII, Br/UN Koreas, Army/RAF GS Medals, GEO VI
& E Il R Period copy bars: PALESTINE, SE ASIA 45-
46, PALESTINE 45-48, MALAYA, CYPRUS, NEAR
EAST, ARABIAN PENINSULA & BRUNEI, Campaign
Service 1962 Medals copy Bars: BORNEO,
RADFAN, SOUTH ARABIA, MALAY PENINSULA &
N. IRELAND, all IGS Medals GEOV & GEO VI,
Jubilee 1935 & 1977, Coronation 1937 & 1953, LS &
GC, MM, MC, GC, GM & GULF WAR MEDALS.

Collectors’ Badges & Medals - a speciality. Please
write AIR MAIL for price list with 50p BPO.

Regimental crders for Officers Slip-on Rank

Minimum order 25 printed ties. Badges, metal Badges/Titles & Blazer Badges in

wires undertaken against samples.

YOUSAF & CO
10 THE MALL
LAHORE 3, PAKISTAN 54000

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.

Fax: (01474) 537166.

FREE
SAMPLE

U.K. MADE OLIVE

VISTA'TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.

TEL: 01737 645113
D8 FAX: 01737 645892

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN » @gﬂf
: T-SHIRTS G
SWEATSHIRTS :
POLOSHIRTS
RUGBY SHIRTS _
DRILL TOPS i
SWEATERS * CAPS

For FREE colour brochure fromi'
the U.K's leading supplier to 3
H.M. Forces contact: ;

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett, g
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB :

TEL:(01793) 849888
FAX:(01793) 849890

GREEN T-SHIRTS

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES




SO ijjfi’?:ur Ve

¥ i FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER !

High quality pewter tankards, \\,

Tax Free sales |.£t hip flasks, goblets, plates and I

mt_JCh more. Engraved with =
* Immediate delivery on most models ff Regimental Badges, Crestsand _J
% | Logos to your own designs. Ik
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance @ Competitive prices. :
. . {f Full colour brochure. I
* Part exchange * Continental delivery 1) A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD |
i j|  Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road. Sheffield S13)a
* 323 from £9,449 % 626 from £9,699 b1 Tel: 0114 272 5676 80114 275 4168 Fax: 0114 272 6651

MX5 from £9,899

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX = THE LEADING SPECIALISTS

TAX FREE EXPORT

pOOL AUTOS TAX PAID UK

/7020 Mons, Belgium SCE HOTLINE 01367 241225
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1968

* We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of
Please forward details on

323 B26[ ] MX3[] MX5[] MXBD Xedos [] NEW CARS

Other makes []...........cococoiiiiiiii, ..LHD/RHD Advanced Car Exports
Name ............cooiviiiiinnn, commnacns Ranki.........c..ooeeee Official PEUGEOT Agents
AAESS............ccommieiin i st sabs s i s i s

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
53A High Road, Bushey Heath, Herts, WD2 1EE
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or fax 0181-950 8511)

- JSOVEREIGN

el UNBEATABLE
SERVIGE

= Egrrfgg*discounts on full Peugeot [mm

1. Finance at competitive rates — HE“AULT

::_—_a_...ag
1= A convenient and generous trade-in

facility f ‘ m
vovo
VW AUDI_

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

(PEUGEOT |

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST UK (019801 84333314 ﬁ:rl;na" :::K delivery
= wan o B T
/
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.’s No. 1 Demometration Vech Ie"" a‘:
em ic
EXPORT DEALER ® Super Savings BRI FORD |

Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write w e Finance — dm. or Sterling Em-
to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,

Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required). | SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wilts SP9 7BR
POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK MAME AND RANK ... i ittt nitpasisns o nre s sststas cariesraseatmsransassost
NAME AND RANK ...ttt ADDRESS v L —
ADDHESS .................................................................................................. UNIT'l"."h.“".“l"""“.“ll“““.“""""“““DEL REQ BY:“"".""“n"““"_
........................................................... TEL it ereresesenesirnsnssiens [ AN IBPBBIBA I imicirmsiusasuiisiniiinaibivassansimenmigssrsisissiasnintansessiis
UNIT e DEL. REQBY ..o Fartenchange Setele...

COUNITY OF USE .......occicenrmseimcriinivesaninmsasnsnninsinira srsnsmisssebcssa sestanspssbenransabussgesin

| am interested in .........ccccooovvivieccieiiee FE aesseni e e
Part exchange details ...........coccoeviiiciiieeeeeeee e FREEPHONE
ko wsTTacrion  Germany 0130-8544-96

.............................................................. SOLD‘EHDH HOTLINE
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REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Your envelope must be no larger than
8"x4" and should only contain a letter,
and phctograph if requested. Replies
received more than three months after
the cover date and large, heavy, or
poorly addressed envelopes will not
be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details
enclosing a  stamped  self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Jan, 33, 5'6", blonde, medium build.
Enjoys football, pubs, clubs, dancing
music, motor racing and cosy nights in.
Seeking pen pals with same interests
aged 30-40. P768 159

Jackie, 40, 5'7", slim, attractive, green
eyes, brown hair, GSOH. Widow with
two teenage children, enjoys sport,
walking, countryside, cinema. Seeking
male pen pals aged 35-45. Will answer
all letters. P769 1596

Kerry, 28, 5'2", blonde, blue eyes,
medium build, chatty, friendly. Enjoys
socialising, cinema, clubs, pubs,
weight training, reading horrors,
travelling, letter writing. Seeking pen
pals 20-36. P770 1596

Nicola, 28, 5'6", blue eyes, brown
hair, cuddly, fun-loving with GSOH,
Enjoys walking, swimming, reading,
holidays, horse riding and watching
horse shows, Seeking pen pals of any
age. P771 1519

Katy, 23, 5'8", slim, short auburn
hair, GSOH and kind-hearted. Enjoys
travelling, riding pillion on motorbikes,
socialising, watching live bands and
going to gigs. Seeking pen pals aged

23-30. P772 1596
Catherine, 20, 5'7", slim with bubbly
personality. Enjoys pubs, clubs,
jogging, reading, music, travel.

Seeking lively pen pals with GSOH,
any age. Will answer all letters. P773

1596

Tammie, 23, 5'7", slim, blonde, green
eyes, attractive, outgoing with GSOH.
Enjoys nightclubs, pubs, reading and
socialising. Seeking pen pals aged 24-
30. P774 1596

Susan, 30, 5'4", dark hair. Enjoys
nights out, travel, arts and crafts,
military interests. Seeking pen pals
aged 25-35. P775 1596

Debi, 5'5", a single parent with brown
hair and eyes, GSOH. Enjoys reading,
videos, TV and music and is seeking
pen pals aged 25-35. P776 1596

Sue, tall, slim with fair hair enjoys the
cinema, music, badminton, writing
letters, the countryside and Chinese
food and is seeking pen pals 29-36.
P777 1596

Pearl, 5'1", 40 going on 25, and of
average build. Likes, pubs, music,
dancing and the occasional night in
with the TV. Seeking pen pals aged 35-
45. P778 1596

Vivacious, fun-loving Yorkshire
female who likes sport, travelling,
dining out, good company and dislikes
boring people, is seeking male pen pal
with GSOH. P779 1516
Elaine, 47, mature, free and single

with GSOH, good personality and
honest. Likes music, dancing, nature

and animals and is seeking
Servicemen, any age, for correspond-
ence. P780 1596

38

Attractive, 33-year-old female,
5'4", GSOH who likes writing letters,
swimming , socialising, music, reading
and travel. Seeking male pen pals, 28-
40. P781 1596

CONTACTS INTERNATIONAL.
Let your letters travel the globe and
make new friends world-wide. To join
write to Contacts International, Pen-
Pal mag, PO Box 92, Chorley,
England PR7 4GB. 159

Military History Books. SAE for
catalogue. Purchase of books in good
condition on land warfare. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. John McKenzie,
Carpenters, Cary Road, North Cad-
bury, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7DE.
Tel: 01963 440557

14-1996

“Head-dress Badges
of the British Army”
by Kipling and King. The collectors’ Bible.
Volume One (1800-1920)
Volume Two (1920-1995)
£107.50 the set, posted. Only 25 sets left
in stock. Vol Two £42.50 posted.
H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham,GU9 7QB.
(Tel. 01252 716303).

Picture framing as a career. All
levels of training offered by a qualified
"Guild Commended Framer" in Bris-
tol. 01454 617022.

HOME & PC-BASED INCOME.
CV SERVICE FRANCHISE. Ideal for
computer-literate service leavers. Info
pack 01983 298304 anytime.

10-15/96

14-1596

Newsagents
Suffolk. Weekly

shop, Stowmarket,
turnover £4,000,
newsbill £1,100. Excellent three
bedroom accommodation. Freehold O
IRO £122,000. SAV. Owned 11
years by ex-Serviceman. Telephone
01449 612028.

LEAVING THE ARMY?

GROUND The UK
SITUATION About to leave the Army
MISSION  To secure your future
EXECUTION
General Outline - Your military experi-
ence, professionalism, determination,
communication skills, team spirit, etc will
help you to excel in this business!
Detailed Tasks - To be given when we meet
Coord Instr's - Action On - reading this
advert, ringme ASP,
SERVICE & SUPPORT - Myteamwill help
you to set up your own business. You follow
our guidelines and learn from us. Ileft the Army
8 years ago, why re-invent the wheel?
COMMAND & SIGS - Although you are
your own CO our organisation has an infra-
structure that will enable you to grow your busi-
ness with us, Your future is in your hands.
CALL MIKE HARNDEN
FOR MORE DETAILS
01283 520324
ANYTIME
Unlike most civilians, we speak the
same language!

15-16/96

Absolutely Urgent. Wanted - LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823,
Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm
seven days). e

v Jeep

The American Legend.

SCE

JEEPLINE DIRECT
UK: 01367 244344

Left hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer. Tel:
0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 0823, Fax:
0181-534 0033 (10am to 10.30pm seven
days). TIC

82nd Airborne,

quality printed
authentic merchandise with embroi-
dered logo. Sweatshirts £18.99 (ash
grey), t-shirts £9.99 (ash grey), small-
XL. Baseball caps (white) £8.50. P&P

£1.50. Spartan Clothing, 302-304
Wellingborough Road, Northampton
NN1 4EP. Tel: 01604 230161, Please
allow 28 days for delivery.

Military Prints of famous
battles, Waterloo, Arnhem, Gulf etc.
Send £1.75 for catalogue to S Lebihan,
50 Singleton Close, London SW17
9JZ.

14-15/96

14-17/96

HAND MADE
WIRE & SILK BADGES

Blazer badge - £3.50
Cap badge (up to 2") - £2.00
UK Embroidery Co
PO Box No 69

Sialkot — Pakistan
Fax: 0432 588779

British Army sleeping bags. Rare
long size £41.50. Desert camo
sand/brown trousers £ 14.50, matching
shirts £12.95. German para boots
£28.00, all excellent grades. Add
£3.50 post to orders, CB Clothing, 29
Sandy Way, Leeds LS19 7EW. 0113
250 0644. 1596

Uniform postcards. Scottish,
Guards, Cavalry, Infantry, SAS, etc.
SAE for samples and catalogue. Geoff
White, Rushmoor ILane, Backwell,
Bristol BS19 3]JA. 131796

Hand embroidered quality wire blazer
badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company, 4/477
Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan.

Fieldcraft, life skills, shooting skills,
outdoor survival, self defence and
much more. New book cartalogue,
thousands to choose from. Free. The
Qutdoorsman’s Bookstore, PO Box 15,
Brecon, Powys LD3 7XZ or phone
01874 658660.

Ties, badges, plaques, standard
designs or custom-made. Blazer but-
tons, medals, accoutrements. SAE
appreciated for lists. The Heraldic Co,
Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End,
Coleford, Glos GL16 7HA. Tel/fax:

20-19/96

03-25/96

01594 832200. AS96
Cap badges, medals. Many
collectable items. Medal mounting

service, framing. Large selection of
military and aviation videos available
from Military and Aviation Shop, 162
High Street, Watford, Hertfordshire
WD1 2EG. Tel: 01923 222446, 25096

Largest manufacturers and
exporters of  hand-embroidered
Bullion Badges for Army, Navy, Air
Force, Police, Schools, Colleges,
Clubs etc. Flags, Banners, Sashes,
Coats-of-Arms, Family Crests and all
military accoutrements. Also leather
gloves. footballs, track suits. Contact: J
Arthur (PVT) Lid, PO Box 301,
Sialkot 51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432
588605. 2596

Cannon Curios, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts. Militaria, deacts,
prints, furniture, glass, china, books,
medal cases, etc. 10-5 daily, closed
Wednesday. Tel: 01980 655099.

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehen-
sive range of military figurines available
in resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for informa-
tion/brochure. Tel/fax 01380 828382.

01-2490
Camo bungees, 30", only 95p. Up to
10 p&p £2.00. D Challis, 8 Tudor
Gardens, Stony Stratford MK 11 1HX.

1596

Unwanted Soldier Magazines, 1958-
94, a few missing. Contact Terry
Goulding on 725 2471. Around £50
0no secures. 15/96

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 0197

AGC Taffeta Mess Dress/Jacket,
12/14, worn four times only, £300.
Tel: Colchester (01206) 845550, 1506

e e e e i ok e e e e e e e ke e ek ok ke
Regimental Shields, Plagques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most Regiments and Corps of the
British Army we made your Shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your Regimental
and Operational Shields, write for a full
colour brochure to: Teresa Houghton,
Military Marketing, 16 Riverway, Ship-
ston on Stour CV36 4RD. Telephone
and Fax 01608 663770. Minimum

10-1796

‘order 25 Shields. £9.95 no VAT out-

side the UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. 1¢
e e e 7k ek A e e Ak gk ek ok e ok

Military Insignia British and Colo-
nial, Victorian to date. No re-strikes.
50p for 32-page listing. Shotton, 7
Peak Road, Clanfield, Hants. AS96

Hand-embroidered regimental
blazer badges. Specialist in civil and
military ceremonial regalia, corporate
accessories, insignia and accoutrement
manufacturers. Leslie & Company,
Commissioner Road, Sialkot-1, Pak-
istan. Fax +92-432-588815. Tel: +92-
432-86689/592892. Email shaukat
(@1bm.infolink.net.pk. As95

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. @

British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to
INKERMAN Badges, PO BOX 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q.

Give them the most unique
gift/presentation idea ever! A “Scot-
tish Laird” Title for a “Tenner’, oh yes!
Details from S.A. Survival, Gayfield,
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1QJ.

03-14/96

07-16/96

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list, to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North- Yorks.

2419

Tune Belt UK. The original radio/cas-
sette carrier, £14.95 ine p&p. Tel/Fax:
015242 21259, STD + CD sizes.
Black only. 1i-14 96



British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2.00. Castle
Armoury (S), 18 Castle Street, Dover
CT16 1PW. TG

“A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK?”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOP’s: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms, Full info on
SABO/LSW, Tests and APWT’s,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines, MT
Driver, Tank & Aircraft Recognition.
ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price £7.50

(incl of p&p UK/BFPO). Trade Terms

on application. Available from selected
NAAFI Branches, Bookshops or direct
from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/Fax: 01964 542878. TiC

Silverman’s have available the follow-
ing new PTI kit: Old Pattern PTI Tops
£32.99, PTI Vests £7.99, PTI Belts
£9.99, PTI Cloth Badges £2.99, Ron
Hill Tracksters £14.99, New. Rugby
Shirts all cotton £15.99, Timex Sports
Watches from £16.99. Free catalogue
0171-790 0900, Info 0171-790 5257,
Orders 0171-790 5585. Silverman’s, 2
Harford Street, Mile End, London E1
4PS. Tc

Military, sports, coronation, police,
school, masonic and miscellaneous

medals and badges. Send 2 X 25p
stamps for list: 18 Hollybank Road,
Birkenhead, Merseyside 141 2SY, 209

CYPRUS BARGAINS!! Last minute
prices for 3 star hotel (B&B) and self-
catering now available throughout
season. Fourteen nights (including
flight/transfers)  May/June  £295,
July/August £317, September £308,
October £318. 0151 722 3708,

03-16/96

REUNIONS
AT SEA

Lunches or dinner in a
Private Dining Room
on a three day
Mini-cruise to Spain
Fares from only £78
Includes berth in cabin

Brochure & Details
HARRY MITCHELL
SEAUNIONS
01705 830158

Books or information on history of
The Gordon Highlanders. Contact

Gordon Smyth, 30 Olivia Road,
Brampton, Huntingdon PE18 8NP.
15/96
Second hand bookshop requires
books in all subjects, especially mili-
tary, history and politics. We collect!
TLON BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills,
Merantun Way, London SW19 2RD.
Telephone 0181-540 4371, EO1

Sidecaps, current or recent. Regu-
lars, ‘Territorials. Yeomanry, etc.
Preferably complete with badges and
buttons. Tel: 01283 563161 15196

Calling ex Army or civilian band
pipers and drummers. The City of
Canterbury Pipe Band is a non
competitive band which requires new
members, male or female. Experienced
players preferred but learners are
welcome, tuition can be given. Contact
Colin Boughton tel/fax 01843 291258,

JUNE 22, 1996

First (472 runs, £2,500): Capt W | Bonner,
Royal School of Artillery, Larkhill.

Second (466 runs, £1,250): Cpl A G Taylor,
1 WFR, Tidworth.

Third (445 runs, £750): Lt Col C E Jeffery,
H Q LAND, Witton.

Fourth (444 runs, £500): Sgt R J Whitehead,
RDG, BFPO 22.

Fifth (441 runs, £400): Capt S C Hazlitt, 1 LI,
Colchester.

Sixth (431 runs, £300): Maj M J Haslam,
203 (W) Fd Hosp (V), Cardiff.

Seventh (429 runs, £200): W02 G T King,
105 Regt RA (V), Edinburgh.

Eighth (421 runs, £100): WO1 | Parker, HQ
2 Div, York,

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

JUNE 29, 1996

First (530 runs, £2,500): Sgt E A Blakey,
AFCO Leeds.

Second (529 runs, £1,250): Cpl S D Watson,
HQ ARRC, BFPO 40.

Third (526 runs, £750): Lt Col A M Phillips,
ITC Wales, Brecon.
Fourth (520 runs, £500): SSgt C R A
Holcombe, 251 Signal Sqn, Aldershot.
Fifth (519 runs, £400): Cpl J Workman, 1 RS,
Colchester.

Sixth (511 runs, £300): Capt A A Cameron, 3
Hidrs (V), Elgin.

Seventh (510 runs, £200): Sgt G E C Ford, 16
Regt RA, Woolwich.

Eighth equal (504 runs, £50): Lt Col S P
Harris, JFOS, Wilton,

Eighth equal (504 runs, £50): Sgt E A
Pearson, Army Apprentice College,
Harrogate.

SOLDIER MAGAZINE

Too good to dismiss
Order your copy today from your Newsagent
Or contact our subscription department on

01252 347353

WANTED
MULTI-SEAT VEHICLES
Tel: 01422 202009
Eve: 0468 393989
FOUR WHEEL DRIVES
Tel: 01274 832836
Eve: 0468 393990
Top prices - finance settled

Hoyle Bros - will collect UK

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only, and are subject to the following

conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any copy material of which they may not approve whether
an order shall have been accepted or not. All advertisements are accepted subject to approval and
conditionally upon space being available. The Publishers reserve the right to make any alteration they
consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement to meet their approval. The Publishers also
reserve the right to cancel or suspend any advertisement without stating a reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any edition in which any advertisement is

scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors occurring after the first insertion of an advertisement in a
series, It is the responsibility of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of any such error in sufficient
time to allow amendment. A voucher copy will not be supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the following headings:

Accommodation, Business Opportunities, Cars, Cars Wanted, Entertainment, Exhibitions, For Sale,
Gift Services, Holidays, Houselets, Notices, Property for Sale, Reunions, Services, Situations
Vacant, Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted. Other headings will be applied if deemed acceptable

by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an advertisement shall amount to an acceptance of the
above conditions and any conditions stipulated by an agency or advertiser shall be void insofar as they

are in conflict with them.

D4

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

CHARITY
COMMISSION

Charities:

1. The Dortmund Garrison Golf Club
2. The Dortmund Station Welfare Fund
3. The Dortmund Station Officers' Mess Fund
Scheme for the distribution of the funds.

Ref: VCW-4948-CD(T)
The Commissioners propose to make a
Scheme for these charities. A copy of the
draft Scheme can be seen at 16 Regt RA,
Woolwich, London or can be obtained
by sending a stamped addressed enve-
lope to Woodfield House, Tangier,
Taunton, Somerset TA1 4BL, quoting the
above reference. Comments or represen-
tations can be made by August 22.

CHEQUE/PO Number

(Payable to SOLDIER)

e a3 o oo ee pooncanast e R OO 00
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
ADDRESS...........
CLASSIFICATION ... (e et | COSIEOZE AT e S R e e
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16 7 18 19 20
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If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper
COST: 30p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £6.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []
WORDSAT30p = £ Send to.
X INSERTIONS = £ CLASSIFIED ADS
VAT AT 17.5% = £ SOLDIER
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT} = £ ORDNANCE ROAD
TOTAL ENCLOSED =5 ALDERSHOT
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ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE
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__CRICKET _ SAILING

GOLF__SCOTTISH PEAKS RACE

Arresting performance

BRITISH Police were too
strong for the Army in a 55-
over match at Aldershot, win-
ning by 87 runs in a
high-scoring game.

The police side included
several Minor Counties regu-
lars and two players with expe-
rience in the first-class game.

They gave the Servicemen a
lesson in league-style batting,
running up a total of 293
which was always going to test
the Army resources. Capt
Paddy Logan (5 Regt AAC)
deserved his figures of 3-66.

Capt Adrian Grinonneau turns
for a second run during his
innings of 70 against British
Police at Aldershot

HQ Q

REME’ annual sail training
week in the Baltic attracted five
reams from the United King-
dom enabling the organisers to
fill the nine available Halberg
Rassey 31s at Kiel.

Sponsored by  Peugeot
Export, the event fearured six
legs, including a long overnight
passage.

HQ UKSC(G), skippered
by Sgt Nigel Broadbent, were
first to finish the opening Kiel-
Sonderborg leg, followed by

HQ QMG (Lt Col John Haver-
son), 7 and 2 Battalions
REME. The QMG and

UKSC(G) yachts also arrived
first in the second leg.

Brisk winds up to 35 knots
greeted the crews for the
Abenra-Faaborg passage, and
again HQ QMG forged ahead.
ES 1 Div and HQ UKSC(G)
exchanged second position on

40

British Police 293-7 (Logan 3-
66). Army 206 (Capt Adrian Gri-
nonneau (2 R Anglian) 70).

Cambridge University
v Combined Services

Combined Services lost by
45 runs to Cambridge Univer-
sity in a three-day match
played on a decidedly “dodgy”
fenland pitch at Queens Col-
lege.

A skilful knock of 55 by Capt
Christopher St George (2
Para) was the highlight of the
first day after both sides had
struggled on the first innings.

A two-run lead was rapidly
extended by Kent’s Will House
after he had been badly
dropped before scoring.

Other chances went begging
and the Servicemen were left
to accumulate 353 for victory.

At 225-2 the game was there
for the taking, but a collapsing
middle order put paid to any
scent of victory and Combined
Services were bowled out 45
runs short.

Combined Services 212 (St
George 55, LCpl M Hutton (RDG)
39) and 307 (Cpl A Pick (38 Engr
Regt) 69, Sgt N Palmer (2 (Trg)
Regt AAC) 44). Cambridge Uni-
versity 214 and 350-8 dec.

Oxford U v Combined Services

Fine batting and bowling
distinguished the Services’

G lea

Skipper Lt Col John Haverson
(HQ QMG) is presented with the
Eileen Simpson Trophy by Lt
Col Andrew Craig

almost every tack until the
former went slightly off course
allowing Maj Alan Cook at the
helm of the Support Com-
mand entry to finish in front.
The 2 Battalion yacht (SSgt
Jim Tough) was fourth, and
there were fine efforts to finish
by REME Training Company
of ATR Pirbright and 12 Regi-

Pictures: Mike Weston

Sgt Nick Palmer, who made 37, gets home before Det Con Steve Grattan (Btish Police) can remove the bails

performance in their three-day
game against Oxford Universi-
ty at The Parks.

The students made a sport-
ing declaration on the first
evening and were surprised

S fleet

ment RA (Sgt Ian Pollard).

Day five consisted of two
Olympic triangle courses.

The final leg, back to Kiel,
determined which yacht was
going to finish third overall and
also winner of the special
Eileen Simpson Trophy. ES 1
Div got away well but lost the
wind, as did UKSC(G), and
HQ QMG again finished first.
Next were 7 REME who made
good progress on their own
course.

Two of the last three stages
were sailed under spinnaker, a
pleasant ending to the week.

Prizes were presented by the
new Rear Commodore (Ger-
many), Lt Col Andrew Craig,
with overall ratings ending
with HQ QMG in first place.
HQ UKSC(G) were second, 7
REME third just ahead of ES
HQ 1 Div, and 2 REME fifih.

when Services responded with
405-4 against their strongest
artack.

RAF batsmen Lumb (170)

.and Bray (161) shared an

opening stand of 329.

. Will Kendall replied with an
undefeated 206 as Oxford
engineered a declaration and a
run-chase.

Good university bowling
undermined the Servicemen
who were left to snatch a draw
from the jaws of victory.

Oxford University 230-7 dec
and 344-5 dec. Combined Ser-
vices 405-4 dec and 145-8.

Sapper Juia

ROYAL Engineer crews took
the top places in the Pathfinder
Trophy Inter-Services compe-
tition held within the Isle of
Jura Scottish Peaks Race.
Goold Finger, a lightweight
Whitbread 27, and Redcoat,
the Army’s Sigma 38, provided
the sailing element of the gru-
elling two-day event which
involves teams of runners from
each yacht scaling three peaks.
Capts Graham and Mike
Scott and Cpl Robbo Robin-
son teamed up in Goold Finger ,

Winning smiles: The Royal Artillery golf team with the Inter-Corps lIrish Rangers Bowl at Royal Lwerpool
From left are WO1 (RSM) Sid Trench, SSgt Colin Akril, WO2 (RQMS) John Chilvers and LBdr Sammy Crooks

Loggy wins as open
returns to Hoylake

CPL. Sean Stevenson (RLC)
beat Sgt David Sandby (AGC)
in a high-quality final at the
Army golf championships

played over the Royal Liver-
pool course at Hoylake near
Liverpool.

There was never much in a

The Redcoat
crew in calm
waters. Back

_row (leftto
right) are Cpl
Chris Vincent
and Lt Col Max

~"(team manag-
er); front, Cpl
4 Phil Phillips,
~ _Maj Peter 3
Riches and Maj |

co-owned by Maj Phil Ashcroft
and Capt Mark Johnson-Fer-
guson, while Maj Andrew
Mills skippered Redcoar with
runners Maj Peter Riches and
Cpls Phil Phillips and Chris
Vincent on board.

Scott and Robinson were
quickest through Oban, giving
Goold Finger a start ahead of
the fleet, closely followed by
Redcoat, for the 16-mile beat to
Salen on the Isle of Mull.

Among the first to reach
Mull, the runners from the two

crews shine on land and sea

Army vachts raced to the
summit of Ben More (3,000ft),
fighting bog and scree slopes,
and back in four hours.

Next challenge was over the
Paps of Jura, a climb of more
than 7,000ft which the runners
completed in four hours.

Redcoat had become mother
ship for both teams, providing
sanctruary for the crew of the
lighter, spartan Goold Finger.

A fast spinnaker run to the
Mull of Kintyre ended with
freshening winds which pro-

desperately close match, with
Stevenson finishing one up.

The championships, return-
ing to Royal Liverpool Golf
Club for the first time since
1932, attracted 64 of the
Army’s best golfers. The 1940
championship would have been
held on the Royal Liverpool,
an Open course of history and
tradition, but for the Second
World War.

Maj Martyn Allen (RE) and
WO2 Ian Gray (RLC) reached
the semi-finals of the champi-
onships, Capt Jerry Oliver
(RLC) was named as the most
improved player, while Cpl
Rory Mclntyre (Int Corps)
and WO1 Sid Trench (RA) fin-
ished first and second in the
plate competition.

Royal Liverpool also hosted
the Inter-Corps  champi-
onships involving 16 teams

duced heavy conditions. While
Redcoar coped, Goold Finger,
designed for fast down-wind
sailing, did less well.

Redcoar’s runners sprinted
away at Lamlash on Arran to
complete their ascent of Goat
Fell (3,000ft) in such good
time that they looked to be in
with a chance of winning the
Pathfinder Trophy. The crew
made a dash for the finishing
line at Troon to take first place
in the Inter-Services category,
followed by Goold Finger.

over two days. The final, a
close contest between the
Royal Artillery and the Royal
Logistic Corps A ream, was
decided in favour of the gun-
ners by the last putt on the final
green.

The Infantry won the Singa-
pore Trophy Plate with AGC B
as runners-up and AGC A
took the REME Salver.

GERMANY

A wonderful recovery by the
Army resulted in their winning
the final three singles matches
to claw back a huge Royal Air
Force lead and triumph in the
Rover-sponsored Inter-Services
(Germany) event at Bruggen.

After the opening fourballs
had been shared 2-2, the RAF
dominated the fourball better
ball session to take a 5-2 lead.
But the Army players gained
confidence when they lost no
more ground in the second
round of fourballs.

Although eight points were
at stake in the final session of
singles matches the RAF
needed just three to retain the
trophy.

With fortunes fluctuating all
over the course, a finish of
Ryder Cup excitement built up
as the RAF failed to get the half
they needed from the last four
matches.

Former Army champion
LCpl Jim Taylor kept his nerve
in the final pairing after reach-
ing the 18th one hole up and
received the trophy from Mike
Cooper of Rover.

M



|[PARACHUTING _ORIENTEERING WELSH 1000
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Freefallers make first drop on Falklands

A TEAM of very experienced
British Army parachutists com-
pleted the first official jump on

to the Falkland Islands on June |,

16 during a rehearsal for a
series of displays.

They leapt from a Royal Navy
helicopter at 10,000ft above
Mount Pleasant Airfield, land-

Horse

canter

LIPPE, venue for the 1995
world championships, hosted
the Army and British Army
(Germany) orienteering cham-
pionships last month.

After protracted negotia-
tions, organisers secured the
use of three maps used during
the world event. Diestelbruch,
near Detmold to the west of
Lippe, was chosen for the
training event; Koterberg, a
hilly area near Holminden, for
the first day; and Beckerberg, a
wood to the south of Barntrup,
for the Day 2 competition.

Despite the fact that many of
the organisers, led by Capt Gez
Hill, were affected by Bosnia
duties, more than 200 com-
petitors travelled from the
United Kingdom to swell the
final entry to 353.

The technical and physically
demanding courses at Koter-
berg tested all the runners, Maj
Duncan Francis of 7 (Para)
RHA winning on the A course
in 74min 57sec. SSgt Fewkes,
also of 7 RHA, won the B race.

Not surprisingly, the Horse
Gunners led the Major Units
category at the end of the first
day, just 13 seconds ahead of

ing in deep snow at the military
base before putting on a display
at Goose Green, scene of bitter
fighting in 1982.

Making the historic freefall
were Maj David Tyler RLC, OC
Ordnance Squadron in the Falk-
lands and a member of the
Army team with 600 jumps to

RMA Sandhurst. UK Force
Arty built up a winning 42-
minute lead over Staff College
in the Minor Units event, while
in the women’s race 3 CS Regt
RLC finished a massive two
hours in front of RMA.

Day 2 was a team event, with
times added to the first day
results to produce overall win-
ners.

With attention centred on
the 7 (Para) RHA-Sandhurst
bartle, the gunners pulled away

his credit; Capt Stephen Marsh
AGC, the next OC Joint Ser-
vices Mountain Training Centre
at Kingussie, with 550 jumps;
WO2 Dougie Young, 1 Para,
sergeant major at the Joint Ser-
vices Parachute Centre at
Netheravon and an internation-
al competitor with 3,800

LT N,

g team plot their courses on Day

to stretch their lead to 15 min-
utes. In the Minor race, 216
Para Sig Sqn improved on their
third position of Day 1 to finish
first, but were not quick
enough to overcome the UK
Force Arty lead. Staff College
also ran faster than Force Arty
but again could not close the
gap on the overall winners.
And although the Sandhurst
women’s team were almost 30
minutes quicker than 3 CS
Regt, there was little chance of

3= - " akm
2 of the Army championships

descents behind him; WO2
John Williams, R Signals, next
sergeant major of the Joint Ser-
vices Communications Unit in
the Falklands, 500 jumps; and
team leader LCpl Gerald Clarke,
full-time instructor of the RLC
Silver Stars display team, with
.1,500 jumps completed.

Gunners triumph at a

s

huge

their overturning the
deficit from the first day.

Results

Major Units — 1, 7 (Para) RHA;
2, RMA Sandhurst; 3, HQ NI and
15 Sig Regt. Minor Units — 1, UK
Force Arty AMF(L); 2, Staff Col-
lege; 3, 216 Para Sig Sqn.
Women - 1, 3 CS Regt RLC; 2,
RMA Sandhurst; 3, 3 R Irish.

BA(G) section: Major Units
- 1, 12 Regt RA; 2, Rhine Army
Area Sp Unit. Minor Units - 1, 24
Tpt and Mov Regt RLC; 2, 4 Bde
HQ and Sig Sgn.

DESPITE a six-month tour in
Bosnia as they prepared for the
new season, the 19 Regiment RA
tug of war squad has produced
some remarkable results.

At the 4th Div and UK Land
Command championships they
swept the board in the 560kg,
600kg, 640kg and 680kg events.

Winning ways: Delighted with
their success in winning the
women’s section in the gru-
elling Welsh 1000 peaks race in
Snowdonia are (from left) Cpl
Sandra Thompson, Cpl Billy
Brett, L1 Katrina Reynoids and
Cpl Tina Whalen of 1 Squadron,
ATR Bassingbourn. The train-
ing establishment’s two men’s
teams finished 15th and 67th.

They were runners-up at 620kg
and 660kg at the Aldershot Show,
and semi-finalists at 600kg and
640kg at the Windsor tournament.

J Winners’of the annual Army
Medical Services (Germany) ath-
letics meeting were 3rd Armoured
Field Ambulance. A good entry
included athletes from 2nd and
3rd Armd Fd Amb and BMH Rin-
teln, and the overall result was in
doubt until the final event.

1 More than 300 children took
part in a major five-a-side football
competition hosted by 5 R Irish at
its Ballykelly base under Northern
Ireland manager Brian Hamilton’s
project to promote mini-soccer in
the Province.
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Maj David Tyler RLC flies through the air with
the greatest of ease while making the first
official parachute jump on to the Falkland
Islands. The picture was taken 10,000ft above
Mount Pleasant Airfield. Story in Page 42.






