


























Join the Army and See the V 
this great flight of steps trod Portugm 
colonists 300 years ago. Only 
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BIG M A P  THE GIRLS AT T H E  
T looks like a gambling game. And the room is as hard to 
get into as a gambling den, i f  you do not know the right I people. 

Round t h e  big, brightly-lit table. criss-crossed into squares, 
gir ls  wi th  preoccupied expressions move the i r  counters  def t ly  
from s a u a r e  to square. In their  ears drones the voice of a 

It’s another job for the Territorials : 

manning the anti-aircraft operations 

room which is one of the nerve 

centres of London’s defences. Much 

of the ggmanning” is done by women 

I 
khaki c ioupier  . . . 

It is a game which, in the past, has been played for the highest of 
stakes: the lives of some millions of Londoners. It may, conceivably, 
be played for vastly higher stakes in the future. 

The girls round the table are Territorial members Of the Women’s 
Royal Army Corps. Their job in this anti-aircraft operations room. 
three storeys helow the Streets of the capital, is to position their 
counters (which represent aircraft) on the mapped table in  accord- 
ance with radar information of approaching aircraft. They must be 
rapid thinkers. able to interpret map co-ordinates in the time it takes 
to bat an eyelid. On the raid picture which they build up, the officer 

responsible for the anti-aircraft 
defences of the area bases his 
tactics. 

This operations room, in essen- 
tials no different from others up 
and down Britain (and in principle 
nd different from those of World 
War One) was a showplace for 
VIP’s during the war - except 
that VIP’s were firmly excluded 
during actual operations. I t  is 
used today by the Regular Army 
and - an  certain evenings - by 
the volunteers of No. 64 Fire 
Command Troop. Territorial 
Army. 

The girls who report here for 
duty come from varied back- 
grounds. There is. for instance. 
Private Jacqueline Lawrence, who 
by day sits in a film company’s 
office, helping to answer the fan- 
mail of film stars. A wartime 
FANY, she is the daughter of a 
retired Coidrtream Guards colonel 
(her brother is serving with the 
regiment in Malaya). N e x t  to her 
is Private Darothy Goddard. who 
helps to pack ice cream a t  Cadby 
Hall. Wearing the earphones 
heside Private Goddard is Privatc 

Lefi: Superintending a training 
exercise are Ser’eant F Stuart- 
Brown, a ~egular  initrudor, 

Private Audrey Clqrke. Who 
war in the wdrtinle ATS, and, 
fbclow)Privde Lilian Herbert. 
who wcrrks .with .SSAFA. 

E;:+.[.- . .. . , 

L 
Jaan Bryant. a war widow who. 
after studying for the bar at Cam- 
bridge, bccame seuetary to the 
present Lord BaUour, when he 
was Parliumntary underseere 
tary tor Air in World War Two. 
She now works for the .RAF 
BanerokIlf pund. 

Acrow the table sits an ex- 
WAAP section offieer. Rivate 
Franc- Vivian. a Cambridge 
graduate who spends her day at 
the BriW Muvrun or Public 

-Recurd Office working up a theds 
on eighteenth century hi6tory - 
particularly military history. 

Wbat brought these girls into 
the troop7 Said Rivate Lawrence: 
“My aunt, who bas since left to 
get murled, WM a m& and 
talked me Into it I am glad she 
dld” Privaw Bvant thought the 
Brab blockade might Lead to war 
and dedded that &e would not 
spend the next one as a civilian. 
She sham a Brompton Road flat 
with Rhate Vi~lan, whom she 
”rewited.” 

h a d .  IUChmond, W M  WOPkIIlg M 
Dapbne Illgleton of church 

a clexk in a Cardiff faciory when 
a WRAC offlcer came round and 
gave a “pep” talk. It muat have 

ton Joined up when sbe came to 
live In London. 

bsg g w d  one, for Mirr lagle 

Heather Lancaster. a clerk in 
the Royal College of Nnrsing, 
served ip the ATS and was with 
the only all-women cinema unit 
to go overmeas. She joined the 
‘I’enitoials in April t W .  
fho rerleant in charge of the 

girls, h i e  Wright. is no s t r a p  
ger to the underground operat- 
ions room. She was there d h g  
the war. *‘I first jomed the A- 
m 1942.” she said “and eventually 
found myself in thb place.“ There 
were about 150 girls. split Into 
four Wts to cover the 24 hours, 

She rememhers Mr. Churchill 
paying a visit dnring a practice 
exercise. Bnt when a Rid was on 
”even our own ATS officers were 
bmed.“ 

After her relea= the ru-t 
yearned for bar days UI the oper- 
ations 100m She joined the Terrf- 
tortab and we8 w( to a unit at 

t r d e r r e d  - and found hsneU 
back In London’. leaet room. 

Last summer the girls went to 
camp In North Devon. Sdd hfeuy 
Abulom. a ledger clerk at 
Vktori.: ‘ W e  were with the 
whole brlgade and lived in 
wooden huts. We carried on our 

plotting-room, bnt we got in 

S M h U l .  &Y &e W M  

plottlna in C m P ’ B  

Plenty of bathing and .port.” 

From the gallery of the operat- 
ions room Lieutenant R a m  
FawknerCorbett, wartime RAF 
~ v i g a t o r  untU he became a pri- 
.onarofru. acta M duty offieer. 
Next to him a Regnlsr Army 
instructor, Serjearu F. Stuart- 
Brown, is there to ne that the 
&iU instrudiolu come through 
correctly from “down under.” For 
four fUghts of .takr Mow the 
operations room is the teUing 
room when four G\mnua read 
out ”raid reports” from a script. 
One of them, Gunner Jose@ 
Distance, of Scarborough, .lid: 
‘I)ruing the day a scheme is 
worted oat snd put on paper. We 
wpleaent the pariom RAF filter 
rooms who In war sand report8 
to ihIs -em. If we are 

too qui* or .Lowly for 
the girls, the serjeant lend. dmra 
a message over the Ioudspe&ers.” 

Corporll Domen &le, a dnrfh- 
woman at Arton, told SOtDIw: 
‘ W u  e o ~ c  here e v q  
and on the alternate Monday8 go 
to our headquaxim in the Duke 
of York’s headqwrtem Chelafa 
for speed plotung, w11 and other 
Nhjectr” 

And the Adpt.ns Lknbnaot 
Charle6coate..lid:Wehave 
vacandem for 50 more @IN’ 

Exercis TS: around a map ofthe Home Counties 
sit the girls who build u p  a picture of the “raid.” Right: 
in foreground is Private loon Bryanl. with a box of squares 
and discs which are the Counters in a game 01 wits. 
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wide. Shift her over a couple of to be cleared. T o m y ' s  Riviera" bestowed on 
telephone poles to the left. She's In Tobruk itself, which has Tobruk by a London newspaper. 
still a bit ghort. Raise her by one of the best natural harbours One of the few good things 
putting a stone underneath." in North Africa, every soldier's about Tobruk, which the soldier 

job is connected with the port- will admit, is that it is probably 
strino road charqed nassers-bv uoloadina sunolies for the rest of the healthiest olace on the Ions 

One famous crew on the Pila- 
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