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Those entitled to deal at NAAFI shops
benefit by discount allowed on wine purchases.

% SPECIAL PRICES QUOTED TO WARD
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“,....that maketh glad the heart of man...”

Since a good wine, stored under the right '
conditions, retains its fine qualities just as

well in one cellar as in another, it is

unnecessary to discriminate on that score

between reputable merchants.

The connoisseur in the Services however,

turns to the business which is conducted

for H.M. Forces and, whether he buys

for his family, the Ward Room or for his

Mess, he buys his

S/

SPECIALITE DE LA MAISON

“Truite saumonée? Delicious | **M’sieur is not in a very jocular
salmon trout caught this morn- | mood. He has a head like le
ing, M’sieur.” | foothall.”

"I_‘I""W think so, Henri.” **Ah! Je comprend absolument.
“To commence, perhaps the A glass of Rose’s Lime Juice
hors d’ceuvre?” | with ice. And if m’sieur permits
“No thanks. I think I fancy a | the suggestion — always the

couple of aspirins sur -le toa.ﬂ',,} Rose’s with the drinks in

F 2
washed down with a gallon or two | future.

p ) s

of eau very cold. : ‘ “Henri, you are mon ami. Now

*Msieur jokes?” ' allez for that Rose’s—vite!”

ROSE’S __The Wise Man’s Nightcap
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PRIVATE [/p¢8 oF THE STARS

VALERTE MOBSON /o
likee? 2

FIRST EDITIONS, FISHING
AND GOOD CHOCOLATES

ORE than a beautiful woman and an
ccomplished actress, Valerie Hobson
ig avital and original personality. She takes
special pride in her collection of first
editions, specially bound for her in bright . )
red leather. Painting, embroidery, plan- R \
ning houses and fishing are among her ‘.\ \
other varied interests.

Valerie has another very personal ‘like’
—a deep armchair and a box of CAPITAL
ASSORTMENT. “ You’d never believe,” says
Valerie, “that such delicious chocolates
could cost so little.” Pineapple, raspberry,
lime, nuts, nougat, marzipan, caramels,
;anache—the choice of centresis surprising
too ! Like Valerie Hobson, ask specially
for * Capital.’ In }Ib. cartons, 1/-
(also in § Ib. packs). V

}'@s DUNCAN-1:E scors worRD FOR CHOCOLATE

.
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FOR THE SMARTEST
3-MINUTE SHAVE—

COROSHAVE

After shaving, massage any rfemaining
COROSHAVE into the face—it comforts,

refreshes, smooths your skin

ASK FOR COROSHAVE AT THE N.A.AF.l
" AVAILABLE IN JARS AND TUBES

COS 156-96 CROWN PERFUMERY CO. LTD,, ISLEWORTH, MIDPLESEX

Kiwi's
S RICH WAXES 3
keep leather
supple and in per-
fect condition — and
give_a gleaming shine.

The Quality ShoePoliok

Colours availuble: - KIWI BLACK, DARK TAN,
MID TAN,TAN, BROWN, OX BLOOD & MAHOGANY.
Obtuinable from NAAF AND FORCES CANTEENS.

- The KIWI POLISH CO.PTY.LTD. LONDON W.5.
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WRITE THE BALLPOINT WAY
WITH THESE BIRO PENS

These two Biro models have won uni-
versal praise. You can buy them from
your C.V.W.W. or Malcolm Clubs.

The slimmest and most elegant
pen in the world with a gleaming
argenite cap. For a'man’s pocket
or alady’s handbag, Biroette has
no equal either in appearance or
writing service. Cases in blue,
maroon, grey or black.

PRICE 11/3 REFILLS 1/6

BIRO MINO
seful coloured inks and easy,
speedy writing make Biro Minor
the handiest of ballpoint pens.
Refills in red, green, blue and black
inks match the colours of the cases.

Available singly or in a set of four
with an attractive Handy Stand.

PRICE 3/4} Set of four 136
Refills 1/103 Handy Stand 243

SERVICES CENTRAL
BOOK DEPOT THROUGH
C.V.W.W. AND MALCOLM CLUBS

Distributed to B.A.O.R. by

Manufactured by The Miles-Martin Pen Co. Ltd.

6005
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Our inns are a part of our heritage.
They are what our forefathers made them —
centres of social life where a man may take
his ease, meet his friends and discuss the topics of

the day. Long may our inns stay that way.

beer is best

AN ;////'2/4"‘

Issued by the Brewers' Society, 42 Portman Square, W.1

WREN’S

For 5 Brilliance

The first Wax Shoe Polish supplied to the Services.
There is still nothing finer for smartness afoot.

o K in easy-to-open tins 4° & 8° J _




SKI
PATRO

ROM the summit of Ski-

Kreuz, 3000 feet up in the

Harz Mountains and the
highest point in the British
Zone of Germany, a fighting
patrol of British soldiers swept
down towards the valley.

Their white clothing made
them almost invisible against
the snow. Their skis shirred
as they twisted and turned
between the trees, or shushed
on a straight run, the shushing
interrupted by a brief silence
as they leapt boulders or
ditches and a smart crack as
they landed again.

To the sheer thrill of fast, free
movement was added the exhilar-
ation of having successfully
fought a three-day mock moun-
tain battle, raiding an enemy's
communications, and blowing up
an important bridge. Now they
were putting the enemy to flight.

A | Norwegian officer was
watching critically. "They are
very good indeed,” he said.
“Many could go into action
tomorrow and give a ' good
account of themselves.”

That was high praise. Three
weeks before not one of the 42
officers and non-commissioned
officers had even worn a pair of
skis. Now they were completing
their course at the Rhine Army
Ski and Snow Warfare School.

Norwegian instructors had
taught them intricate movements
on skis and the tactics of snow
warfare. The students had learned
the hard way, right from scratch
and many of them still bore bruises
to prove it. At first they had flound-
ered and sprawled in undignified
heaps, but.gradually
they had learned how

High in the Harz Mountains, soldiers of the British.
Army of the Rhine have been learning a new war of
movement—as thrilling a kind of movement as there is

SOLDIER  '°:o

I S H ARMY MAGAZINGE

(Photographs by H. V. PAWLIKOWSKI)

: Lurking patrolman in the snow suit
is Serjeant R. Lindsay, Royal Scots
Greys. He is taught how te conceal
his. 'ski tracks -when necessary.

%
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Ablutions with a difference...
Lieut. A, Fristad, Norwegian Inf.,
disdains soap and warm water,
prefers a handful of snow.

I ORI
o

steere- el SKI PATROL

The quickest way from A to B is
exciting as the speed mounts.

Below: Info battle — on a fow rope. (Continued)

Woaxing the skis: an important
ritual which can put fen miles
r hour on to a skier’s speed.
low: BSM J Whyman, Royal
Artillery, loads up Serjeant H.

Lawrence, 1st Royal Dragoons, with
bedroll. Total weight: 40 pounds.
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to relax and control their leg and body muscles,
to brake by using one or both ski-sticks, to-make
the proper turns, to glide down hill and plod
crab-like in “herring-bone" pattern up steep slopes.

They had learned how to camouflage them-
selves and their camp against a white back-
ground of snow or against dark woods, how to
follow enemy ski-tracks and how to mislead an
enemy by doubling back on their own tracks
and disappearing into a wood.

They were shown how to evacuate a wounded
man by sledge, how to erect the special snow
tents which contain a wood-burning stove, and
how to wear the Arctic clothing which is
necessary in snow  warfare. The Infantrymen
among the students learned how to handle their
weapons in snow conditions; cooks prepared food

‘as the Norwegians do in action; Sappers laid

charges and blew them; and REME mechanics
repaired broken-down vehicles which had become
snowed-up in a blizzard. Weasels, specially
adapted Bren-carriers fitted with wide tracks to
allow them to travel over. soft snow without
sinking, were brought into use to show how a
score of soldiers can be towed quickly for miles
across rough, snow-covered country,

The highlight of the course was the final
fighting patrol exercise, when students spent
three days and nights in the mountains, fighting,
eating, sleeping and keeping alive as they would
have to do if they were in action. In those three
days they covered nearly 30 miles on their skis,
engaging a will-o-the-wisp enemy in swift,
ghost-like raids, disappearing themselves into
woods and reforming to launch other attacks.
Finally they made contact with an enemy section
holding a bridge which had to be demolished
and by stealthy movement and clever ski-ing
were able to reach their ohbjective without being
seen and blow the bridge.

At night they put up their tents on ground
which they covered with branches and twigs
to keep out the wet. They bedded down in double
waterproof sleeping bags around a wood-burning
stove, their sodden clothing hanging up to dry.
One of the sixteen men allotted to each tent had
to remain awake to stoke the fire and guard
against the stove setting fire to the tent or the
clothing. At first light they were up and about,
washing naked in the snow while the cook
prepared their breakfast. "I've never seen such
appetites before,” said SQMS W. Dodd, Army
Catering Corps, whose job it was 3
to feed the patrol from ten-men

Above, left: All tent
equipment and bed-
rolls for one section
are carried on a steel
sledge, which requires
three men to pull it

Above, right: After
reaching their ob-
jective these skiers
prepare‘‘demolitions.”

Right: Under cover of
a tree, Captain R. M.
Carnegie, 7th Hussars,
reports by wireless the
movements of his re-
connaissance patrol.

Below: A “casualty,”
sandwiched between
two sleeping bags and
cradled on branches
tied to skis, is evacuat-
edtoamedical aid post.



The man who knows a thing or two about ski-ing: Major-
General A. D. Dahl, commanding the Norwegian forces in
Germany, chats to Serjeant D. Balaam of REME. Right: Shaving
time in the snow: BSM |. Whyman, RA, Serjeant |. Woolgar,
MM, Royal Signals and Corporal K. Temple, Royal Signals.

s KI PA TBOL (Continued)

compo-packs. “What's more, they
say the tea tastes like.champagne
and the tinned fish like chicken.”
The cook had no water problems;
six cans of snow were enough to
make a_canful of tea, at any hour
of the day.

After breakfast, skis were
treated with special wax accord-
ing to the type of snow and the
task to be done. Weapons were
oiled, snow suits, woollen helmets,
sweat rags and sun goggles put on
and rucksacks and bedrolls,
weighing 40 pounds, were slung
on to each man's back. The rest
of the equipment was stacked
aboard the sledges or Weasels and
the patrol was ready to move off
and go into action immediately.

Major-General A. D. Dahl],
General COfficer Commanding-in-
Chief, . Norwegian 'Army Com-
mand in Germany, and Colonel
R. Delacombe, DSO, MBE of
Rhine Army Headquarters watch-
ed the patrol at work and com-
mented favourably. "They sur-
prised me by their skill, not only
on skis but in military tactics,”
said Major E. J. Fjierli, the Nor-
wegian chief instructor, who in
the early days of World War
Two helped to train 6th Battalion,
Highland Light Infantry in ski-ing
in the Scottish Highlands. “They
learned quickly, were very en-
thusiastic and with a little more
training would make first-class
ski-troops.”

The School Commandant, Major
W. A, F. Crosse, of the 5th Royal
Inniskilling Dragoon  Guards,
paid tribute to the team of Nor-
wegian instructors who had taught
the students a great deal in
a little while about ski-ing and
warfare in frozen wastes. ‘Noth-
ing was too much trouble for
them,” he told SOLDIER. “We
hope to see them back again with
us next year. Then perhaps they
can give more advanced instruct-
ion in specialist subjects.”

* Army Ski Championships: See
Sport — Page 40.
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SOLDIER
to $‘o|dier

(44 EW tools of war require intellectual
giants. Frankly, we’re running out
of geniuses.” ;

This not untimely warning came from an
American Service chief, Major-General Clovis
Byers, who was discussing recruiting problems
before a committee of the United States
Congress.

In the late war scientists had to be convinced
that it was no use devising ingenious new weapons
if these could only be operated efficiently by
Bachelors of Science. That was why tough-minded
colonels were always on the spot to stress “the
user point of view.” Which does not mean that
all modern weapons can, or should, be simplified
to such an extent that they can be operated by
men with a mental age of five.

No fighting arm became so
technical in so brief a space as

now hope to understand, even

anti-aircraft. At one stage, am-
bitious Gunners were expected
to be able to stand up and ex-
pound the theory of the anti-air-
craft predictor; which meant that
they had to be able to interpret
trigonometry in terms of mech-
anical motion. It was strenuous
‘going for the less mechanically
minded, who dreamed in the
night that they were being Rotat-
ed through Range and Translated
through Time. Later models of
predictor became still more com-
plicated, and it was recognised

roughly, how they worked.

The same process of complicat-
ion went on in other arms, Half
the technical knowledge which
the modern Infantryman is ex-
pected to absorb would have pros-
trated the heroes of Talavera
and Badajos. It is surprising
nevertheless, what technicalities
can be mastered nowadays by
“the common man"; the Russians
pulled in illiterate Tartars from
the Steppes and put them on to
doing electrical care and mainten-
ance in cities like Magnitogorsk.
British instructors the

at last that only specialists could taught

The general in flying kit is warned against “over-identification
with personnel”: a scene from the American film “Twelve
"Clock High,” which tackles the human problems of war at

: left — Gregory Peck, and Millard Mitchell).

operation of radio sets to Afri-
cans straight from the bush.

There is one school which is
worried, not so much at the
thought that warfare is becoming
fantastically complicated, or fan-
tastically destructive, as that
it is becoming fantastically ex-
pensive. War may not overtax
man’'s intellect; it is more likely
to overtax his purse,

HE newspapers which an-
. nounced the return home, after
25 vyears overseas, of the 1st
Battalion of the Bedfordshire and
Hertiordshire Regiment also
carried a smaller report telling
how soldier twins had been flown
home from Hong-Kong to their
sick father's bedside, a month
after arriving in that colony.

Their battalion came back after 25 years overseas: the men of the 1si
Battalion of the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment. Once upon
a time the "exile” of a regiment really meant the exile of the men in it.

Happily, the “exile” of a
regiment has long ceased to be
synonymous with the exile of
those serving in it — though
some soldiers still choose to
serve long spells abroad without
leave. In the "good old days,”
when a regiment was posted to a
remote and unhealthy station, the
men in it were not seriously
expected to return. Those who
survived battle, disease and the
lash to set foot again in Britain
had certainly earned a pension, if
they could get it,

Even if the aeroplane had
existed early last century, it is not
hard to imagine what the Iron
Duke would have said to a sug-
gestion that private soldiers
should be flown home on com-
passionate leave.

HO is the best kind of

leader to pull together a
fighting formation which has
begun to lose faith in itself, which
has begun to let discipline slide?
The newcomer who hands out
“shock treatment and staris by
forcing the sentries at the gate
to salute smartly? Or the man
who has been part of the unit all
along, who takes the side of his
men, and who is loved and
respecied by them?

These questions, and many
others, are posed by a new
American film, “Twelve O‘Clock
High,” which many critics have
hailed as the best war film yet.
Certainly this picture and
“Command Decision,” both dra-
mas of the American Air Force
operating from Britain, are much
more adult in their approach to
the human problems of war than
the run of Hollywood films.
“Twelve O'Clock High" is the
story of an overworked Bomber
Group which has begun to slide.
The commander is removed -for
what, in the jargon of the
American Army, is known as
“over - identification with per-
sonnel.” In other words, he feels
too keenly the strain on his
subordinates, tends
to sympathise in- QYER
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SOLDIER
to Soldier (Continued)

stead of to drive. In his place,
from outside, comes a martinet
who jerks the men alive again
and restores their pride, but who
breaks down at the end — also
through that “over-identification™
he was at such pains to avoid.
This film gives an insight into
the immense strain under which
a fighting commander lives
(remember that in both world
wars there were commanders
who died of the physical and
mental stress). The issues it
raises crop up inescapably in
other arms and other armies. In
essence the problem is the same
for the general as the lance-cor-
poral; loyalty to inferiors must
never outweigh loyalty to super-

iors. The . successful leader
balances these .loyalties on a
knife edge.

N his book reviewed on page 32

“Popski,” of Private Army
fame, tells how a famous British
general pulled together a fighting
formation which was beginning
to suffer in morale: none other
than the Eighth Army,

“Popski's’” admiration for Field-
Marshal Viscount Montgomery —
"a little man with a passion for
PT" — is boundless. Before he
made his personality known to
the troops the new general
administered the shock treatment
in a big way at headquarters.
Some day our own film companies
may get round to screening this
episode.

Meanwhile it is not irrelevant to
quote what the wartime War
Minister, Sir James Grigg, said in
a review of “Popski’'s” book:

“The Major's (i.e. "“Popski's")
description of the magical effect
on the troops of Montgomery's
arrival in Egypt in 1942 is a
complete answer to the silly
belittlement of the greatest
fighting general since Wellington
which some recent writers have
the stupidity to display.”

OLONEL Blimp, that archetype |

of reaction created by the

cartoonist David Low, might have

been a bishop, it was recently

revealed. Only by the toss of a

coin, as it were, did Low decide
to make him a military figure.

Was that a good thing? Sir
Osbert Sitwell has argued that it
was the merciless ridiculing of
hidebound senior officers as
“Blimps" which led to the vastly
improvised generalship of World
War ' Two; in no other wars,
perhaps, did generals enjoy such
respect from their men. On the
other hand the word “Blimp™ has
been grossly misused in some
quarters (as SOLDIER said some
while ago) to describe any
officer of field rank and above
who has spent his best years
doing a thankless job in a bad
climate.

Colonel Blimp will never be
quite extinct, but he is far, far
harder to find than he used to
be. Even scarcer, perhaps, is
Colonel Chinstrap, the creation of

of World War Two.

Italian Somaliland, a strip
of wilderness running along
the Horn of Africa, was a
country which Britain had no
great desire to seize in the
first place, and very little
desire to retain.

It was wrested, without diffi-
culty, from the Italians by forces

the comedian Jack Train.
PAGE 10
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The ltalian Army returns to take over the former colony of Italian Somaliland. These
were the first troops to disembark at Mogadishu. Until the transfer of the Mandate the
Italians were to be under Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Dowler, GOC East Africa.

THE ARMY'S LATEST HAND-OVER

ITHOUT shedding any tears, and with the minimum

N x '/ of ceremonial, the British Army has been handing back
g the captured territory of Italian Somaliland to the

Italian Army: the first hand-over to an éx-enemy since the end

under General Sir Alan Cunning-
ham early in 1941. Many of the
enemy fled into the bush, others
retreated smartly up the so-called
Strada Imperiale to the Harar
Plateau of Ethiopia. Right and
left they threw away their rifles
and deserted their ammunition
dumps, thereby presenting the
newcomers with an ugly problem.

Flashback to 1941: the Fasces, symbol of imperial ltaly, .
uprooted by a South African tractor, after the fall of
Italian Somaliland. The soldier on left is not saluting.

For the nomadic Somali tribesmen
now had access to unlimited
weapons and ammunition for
raiding expeditions. Some Somalis
had served as irregulars under
the Italians; they were now
irregular with a vengeance.

During the next few years the
occupying forces, with the aid of
the Somalia Gendarmerie, made
arms raids into the interior,
bringing in many thousands of
rifles. By 1943 the territory was
safer than it had been under
ruthless Italian rule. The Somalia
Mail, which plied from Kenya
with the lightest of escorts, was
never molested. :

Many of the Italians who
surrendered were glad to be in a
safe spot for the rest of the war.
Some, who became a liability
because theré was no work for
them, were evacuated.

The Military Administration,
under British officers, rapidly
made the territory self-supporting

| in food. To settle quarrels over

grazing rights a frequent
source of friction — the Admin-
istration in 1946 held a Durbar

' and laid down afresh the princip-

les which were * first agreed
between Queen Victoria and the
Emperor Menelik.

Now, by a decision of the
United Nations, the Italians are
to be trustees of the territory for
ten years, after which it is to be
granted independence. In the
hand-over great care was taken
to avoid “incidents" between the
Italian troops landing at Mogad-
ishu and the native- inhabitants,
some of whom have no cause lo

‘remember them with affection.

The Somalis are sorry to ses the

British go.
British troops have been
playing a passive role, They

have the satisfaction of knowing
that they are handing back the
place in a better shape than it
was when they took it over —
which is an old Army custom.
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HE problem of “Guns or Bufier?” has been seftled for M _
St Loe Strachey at least by his appointment as Minister for War, after a
tuﬁ:lezi]'zmm' inister for Food. . R '

e his .
in a ﬂuﬂalr Et:atl’ mim Butri&'_ecr-hgdh:ﬁkr._ g;«mmmn Sy
ated, ' : rsy. He has shaken off the Housewives Leag
I ives are vociferous. One of his pro will
be to insure a smooth inflow of National Servicemen into the

At the outbreak of World War Two, Mr. Strachey served

then joined the RAF. For a while he was adjutant of a qmw

Wing-Commander Strachey, he broadcast regularly on the
16 wes elected Member for Dundee in ';4% and beca
for Air, before taking over the Minktrynf%wd i

O the Ministry of Defence — a post which carries Cabinet rank — goes Mr. Emanuel Shinwell, Head
Member for Durham. Now he sits with admirals and air marshals, as well as generals, and must
assess their needs and priorities. As War Minister Mr. Shinwell paid special attention to soldiers’

sing problems.

r, at the War Office, Mr. Emanuel Shinwell, he arrives
ecessor, a ice, ; i-Oxford

Talking over housing problems in Rhine Army:
Mr. Emanuel Shinwell, now Minister for Defence.

There is a wealth of Army ex-
perience on both sides of the new
House of Commons. You can keep
politics out of the Army, but you
can’t keep soldiers out of Parliament

S0ldier MP's

F the House of Commons wanted to form

its own army, it would not have much

diificulty — so long as the private army
needed no privates.

The February election produced more than
200 Members (out of 625) who have been
soldiers in nearly every rank from private to
general (field-marshal seem to be confined
to the House of Lords). The House of
Commons soldiers have seen active service
from the little campaigns of the mid-'nineties
to the troubles of the late ‘forties.

Senior soldier among them is General Sir
Geprge Jeffreys, a Guardsman who took part in
the Nile Expedition of 1898, retired in 1938 and
has been in Parliament since 1941, Mr. Winston
Churchill came under his command in World
War One.

As potential commander of an MP's Army,
General Jeffreys would have no lack of brigadiers.
Some were Regulars. Among them is Brigadier J.
G. Smyth, who won the Victoria Cross in World
War One and in World War Two raised the 19th
(Dagger) Indian Division, commanded another
division against the Japanese and is now a well-
known writer on tennis. There is one other VC
in the House, Captain R. E. D. Ryder, Royal
Navy, of St Nazaire fame.

Another Regular is Brigadier T. H. Clarke, who
planned Ordnance programmes for the First Army
invasion of North Africa and who has played
Rugby and boxed (heavy-weight) for the Army.
Brigadier Clarke was one of seven Regular
serving officers who received leave to stand as
candidates at the 1950 election.

For both, Brigadier Smyth and Brigadier Clarke,
this is their first Parliament. They may get
an early wrinkle or two from their fellow-
Conservative and fellow ex-Regular, Brigadier

Antony Head, who has five years'

Commons experience, - Brigadier
helped to plan the
Normandy D-Day. In Parliament,
he became chairman of the Con-
servative Party's sub-committee
on the Army and has been
named by several newspapers as
the Conservative "“shadow’ War
Minister. Another experienced
Regular is Brigadier H. R. Macke-
son who won  the Sword of
Honour at Sandhurst in 1925 and
topped the poll at Hythe in 1945,

Among the Territorials is
Brigadier Frank Medlicott who
had achieved a lance-bom-
bardier's stripe when World War
Two broke out and was a
brigadier in 1944. Quick promotion
came, too, to Brigadier Fitzroy
Maclean, who first entered Par-
liament so that he could join the
Army. When World War Two
started, he was in the Diplomatic
Service, and the Foreign Office
would  not release him. So he
stood for Parliament and his
election secured him what volun-
teering could not: freedom to
enlist.

The colonels include the House
of Commons' oldest soldier, Mr.
Winston Churchill, five times a
colonel. Another veteran is the
Speaker, Colonel Douglas Clifton
Brown, who took a commission in

JVER




THE GENERAL
CALLED ON
THE COMMONS

HE new House of Com-

mons had its = work
ceremonially inaugurated by
Lieutenant-General Sir Brian
Horrocks, famous as the war-
time commander of 30 Corps
in Africa and Europe and now
Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod.

It was Black Rod's duty, on
the day Parliament assembled,
to summon the Commons to
the House of Lords to hear
the Royal Commission declar-
ing Parliament open.

His office dates back to the
reign of Henry VIII, who de-
creed that there must be "a
gentleman famous in arms
and blood" who" would have
care and custody of “all the
doors of the High Court called

Parliament.”” In 1875 his in-
come was £5300; now it is
£1000.

As Black Rod goes to sum-
mon the Commons, the door
is slammed in his face and he
must knock three times and
give his office in answer to
the question "“Who's there?"
The ceremony is a symbol of
the Commons’ right to exclude
anyone they do not wish to
enter when Parliament is in
session. Other duties of Black
Rod include taking into cus-
tody any member of the Lords
impeached for treason or
felony.

Mr, Peter Baker(Con: South Nor-
folk), a newcomer to publishing
and Parliament, served in Special
Air Service, twice eluded captors.
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Highest-ranking soldier in the
House: General Sir George
Jeffreys, (Con: Petersfield) who
once commanded Mr. Churchill.

A VC comes to the House:
Brigadier ). G. Smyth (Con:
Lambeth), who raised the
19th (Dagger) Indian Division.

N,

Believed to be the only holder
of the Distinguished Conduct
Medal in Parliament: Mr. Horace
E. Holmes (Labour: Hemsworth).

A -
Mr. H. Morris (Labour: Neepsend,
Sheffield) was in two world wars:
private to captain in one, serjeant
to lieutenant-colonel in the other.

Colonel G. E. C. Wigg (Labour:
Dudley) spent 18 years in the
ranks—only MP with a Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal.

Former Rifle Brigade major,
John Freeman (Lab: Watford),
has held three War Office
posts; now at Supply Ministry.

Colonel A. G. Gomme-Duncan
(Con: Perth) is on his feet
if anyone mentions the Black
Woatch — or the Gurkhas.

Enlisting as a private at
Mr. G. Nabarro (Con: Kidder-
minster) now directs two en-
gineering works in the Midlands.

15,

Soldier MP'S (Cont'd)

the King's Dragoon Guards in
1902. After World War One he
left the Regular Army and com-
manded the Territorial North-
umberland Hussars.

A Socialist colonel whose
boast it was in the last Parlia-
ment that he had done more
other rank service than all the
Conservative Members put to-
gether is back again: Colonel
G. E. C, Wigg, who was in the
ranks from 1919 to 1937. He re-
joined in World War Two for
commissioned service. He helped

‘to devise the Army Education

scheme when National Service
was introduced in 1939 and was
Parliamentary Private Secretary to
Mr.Shinwellin the last Parliament.

Below red tab level there are
plenty of experienced officers,
many with other rank service. The
Prime Minister, Mr. C. R. Attlee is
one of the “emergency commis-
sion” officers and in 1916 he serv-
ed, as major, in the Gallipoli cam-
paign mounted by Mr. Churchill.

The new Minister of Works,
Mr. Richard Stokes, was a World
War One Gunner. He first went
to Parliament in 1938 and has
since shown a lot of interest in
the Army, in particular as a critic
of Britain's wartime tank design.

Among “Monty’s” men there is
Mr, John Freeman who was
succeeded at the War Office as
Under-Secretary by Mr. Michael
Stewart. Mr. Stewart continues
to hold the post under Mr.
Strachey. Both Mr. Freeman and
Mr. Stewart served in the Middle
East in World War Two and were
commissioned in 1944,

Three Regulars who, like
Brigadier Clarke stood for Parlia-
ment by special concession are
Major E. A. H. Legge-Bourke and
Major Tufton Beamish, both of
whom sat in the last Parliament,
and Captain the Viscount Cran-
borne. Three other Regular
officers were -candidates but did
not succeed at the polls; no
serving National Servicemen took
advantage of the concession.

Among other soldiers on the
Conservative side are Lieut.-
Colonel W.H. Bromley-Davenport,
who was an Army welter-weight
boxing champion; Major the Hon.
Hugh Fraser, who served in the
regiment raised by his father, the
Lovat Scouts, before becoming a
paratrooper; Mr. Ernest Marples
who joined the London Scottish as
a private in 1939 and wasregiment-
al serjeant-major by April 1940
(later he was a Gunner officer).

The Socialists have Mr, Horace

'E. Holmes, who won the DCM in

World War One; Mr. Jack Jones,
a quartermaster-serjeant with the
Imperial Camel Corps in the same
war; Mr. H. Morris, who rose
from private to captain in World
War One and was a lieutenant-
colonel in World War Two; Mr.
G. H. R. Rogers, a corporal in the
Royal Signals; Mr. Woodrow
Wyatt, a former major who
writes on Army topics in the
press; and Mr. Ernest Thurtle,
who served in both wars and was
instrumental in abolishing the
death penalty for cowardice and
de-=artion.



From Gunner to Brigadier in
seven years was the success siory
of Frank Medlicott, who retained
his Norfolk seat as a Liberal

Mr. Charles Crosland - (Labour:
South Gloucestershire) served in
the ranks, was commissioned
into the Royal Welch Fusiliers,

National. In 1937 he was a then joined the Parachute Regi-
Territorial recruit; in 1939 a ment and fought in North Africa,
lieutenant; in 1940 a major; in ltaly and the South of France. The
1944 a brigadier. He was Direcior end of the war found him an Int-

of Welfare in 21st Army Group. elligenceofficerin ltalyandFrance.

THE PADRE AND THE MAQUIS GIRL
STOOD IN VAIN

The Rev. Campbell McKinnon,
who won the Military Cross at
Salerno, failed in his second
attempt to enter Parliament, this
time at Chester. He had a Labour
ticket. Former Chaplain fo the
Tyneside Scoftish and 72 British
General Hospital, he landed at
Algiers and then served in North
Africa, ltaly, Palestine, Syria and
Austria. Today he is Territorial
Chaplain to the Liverpool Scottish.

Miss Dodo Lees,defeated asLabour
candidate at Bournemouth East
and Christchurch, had a more ex-
citing war than most. A nurse with
the British Red Cross, she trans-
ferred in 1944 to the French Red
Cross, landed in Normandy, cross-
ed the enemy lines and nursed the
fighters of the Maquis. After the
Liberation she joined the French
-Army and was sent to Indo-China.

THESE CANDIDATES WERE
NATIONAL SERVICEMEN:

Three candidates were young men who had recently completed their
term of National Service. They were unsuccessful, but they have
p|ent{ of time (and fight) left. Brian Law (left) who contested YWycombe
as a Liberal, served in the 10th Royal Hussars in Rhine Army. He was
one of the few Liberals who did not lose his deposit. William Camp
(centre) who opposed Lieut-Col. Martin Lindsay at Solihull for Labour,
was with Sixth Airborne Division in Palestine. Francis Irwin, who stood
as a Conservative at Bridgeton, Glasgow, served in the Royal Army
Educational Corps and later underwent Infantry cadet training.

The Bugler They Used

to Impersonate

report from Australia recently stirred 50-year-old

memories in Britain. Bugler Dunne, it said, was dead.

This was not the first time his death had been

reported. In his life-time, his fame had encouraged several

people to impersonate him, in an attempt to cash in on

his glory. This time, said the report, it was the real Bugler
Dunne who had died.

It was at the battle of Colenso, in South ‘Africa, in December
1899, that Bugler John Francis Dunne earned his place among
national heroes at the age of 14,

The exact details of his exploit seem to have been confused
by time. Colenso was one of the British Army's reverses in the
early stages of the Boer War and Dunne's unit, the 2nd
Battalion of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers, took some hard knocks.

They were part of the Irish Brigade which attempted to cross
the Tugela River and were repulsed with heavy casualties. It
was one of the Army’s great stories of tragedy and heroism.

Only a few got across the river. Led, according to one
account by a colour-serjeant who shouted, "Let’s make a
name for ourselves and diel” they set
off to attack a kraal. This account says
that Bugler Dunne, twice wounded, was
among them. It also says the colour-
serjeant was the only man to reach the
kraal and to get back across the river
unhurt.

Another account says Bugler Dunne
"went with the men in the first line,
though many told him to go back, and
was one of the first to be wounded, a
bullet going through his arm."

A third version, published in a London
evening paper when the story of his
death appeared, moved Colenso a
matter of 200 to 300 miles to the Modder
River and altered the result of the
battle from that accepted by history.

“It was at the battle of Colenso, in
1899, that Dunne, then a boy of fourteen,
sounded his epic call,” it said. “Like
Nelson, he won distinction for a piece
of disobedience. He was given the order to sound the retreat
at the action of Modder River. He refused to blow it.

“Bugler Dunne swam the river, and as he climbed out on
the bank his bugle arm was hit by an enemy shell. But he
took the bugle in his other hand and blew the attack. The
soldiers, inspired by his courage, swept the enemy before them.”

But the official history of Dunne’s battalion, which might
have been expected to enlarge on any notable feat, dismisses
Bugler Dunne with this:

“Among a host of others who showed their worth under the
trying circumstances of this unfortunate day, was Bugler Dunne,
a small boy who did his duty well, and had the good fortune
to be received by Her Majesty the Queen on his return home.
His father was also in South Africa, a colour-serjeant in the
5th Battalion. Isolated cases must always receive undue
prominence — it is the way of the world..."”

Dunne was invalided home from South Africa. When he came
out of hospital he was chaired through the streets of Portsmouth,
and “became the unwilling object of a public ovation.” Two
of the Queen's daughters were said to have visited him in
hospital and when they asked him what he would like the
Queen to do for him he answered, "I hope Her Majesty will
send me back to the front."

Bugler Dunne was summoned to Osborne, in the Isle of
Wight, to meet the Queen. He came away with a copper bugle
on which was a silver plate engraved: "Presented to Bugler
John Francis Dunne, 1st Battalion, Royal Dublin Fusiliers, by
Queen Victoria, to replace the bugle lost by him on the field
of battle at Colenso on the 15th December, 1899, when he was
wounded.”

Dunne had many other presents, one of them a big Maltese

Bugler Dunne:

the Queen gave
him a new bugle.

. goat which he presented to the drummer-boys of his regiment

as their regimental pet. But he was disappointed in his ambition
to go back to the front.

After the South African War, Dunne toured the music-halls
for a while, Later he went to Australia. In 1933 it was reported
that he had died and that his widow and four children were
asking for public assistance. But the real Bugler Dunne turned
up again 15 days later.
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LEAVE IN

this great flight of steps trod Portuguese

colonists

300 years ago. Only the

fagade of St. Paul’s Church remains;
the rest was burned down in a typhoon,

British soldiers on leave from Hong-Kong find
a welcome in Portugal’s “Hong-Kong’’: the 400-
year-old colony of Macao on the Canton River

“LITTLE PORTUGAL"

HERE is not much room to spare in Macao. This tiny
Portuguese colony on China's Canton River houses
more than 150,000 people in its five square miles.

But Macao, as befits a colony of the country which claims
to be Britain's oldest ally, has opened its gates to British
Servicemen looking for somewhere new to go on leave, now
that Canton is out of fashion as a leave-centre.

Not all soldiers pay to go there. There were, for instance, Corporal

Robert MacFarlane and Trooper Peter Burrell of the 3rd Royal Tank
Regiment, now stationed in the New Territories. They won a unit

Macao is proud of its history and
loses no chance to enshrine it
in stone, Below: “first view of
Macao from the sea is one of
glistening white buildings, with
Penka Chapel perched on its hill.

sweepstake in which the prize
was a free week-end in Macao,
with 60 Hong-Kong dollars (£3
15s) pocket-money.

The motor-vessel Wusueh took
them  to Macao and was their
floating hotel while they were
there. Her second engineer was
their guide ashore.

On the evening they arrived,
they explored some of the nar-
row, cobbled streets and the trim
little squares with their statues
of bygone Portuguese noblemen
who served the colony from its
foundation in 155%:

Then they looked in at one of
Macao's many licensed casinos:
the government not only licenses
the gaming houses but takes a
percentage of the profits. Stakes
were a bit high for a soldier, but
Corporal MacFarlane tried his
hand at the ubiquitous Fan-Tan
— which is simply betting on the
number -which will appear on the
top of a dice hidden under a
cup — and he won 15 dollars.

Above the casino, Corporal
MacFarlane and Trooper Burrell
explored a large dance-hall and
hob-nobbed with the Portuguese
Army in the persons of three
serjeants, with whom they
sampled the local beer.

They saw more soldiers the
next morning — African sentries,
from Portuguese East Africa, on
duty at the Barrier Gate, the link
between Macao and China from

Soldier meets soldier in Macao: posing for their
pictures are African troops from Mozambique.

early morning until half-past
eight in the evening.

Through the streets, amid the
sounds of Macao’'s hundreds of
chiming clocks, announcing the
hour in concert, they walked to
the remains of St. Paul's Church,
an elaborately carved facade that
stands at the top of an imposing
flight of steps. The rest of the
building was destroyed by fire in
a typhoon more than a century
ago.

They saw, too, Fort Monte,
with its old culverins and bronze
cannon. More than once it with-
stood the sieges of the Dutch,
who coveted Macao. Now it is a
prison. They saw relics of
Camoen, the great Portuguese
poet who is said to have written
an epic in Macao and to have
swum ashore clutching the
manuscript over his head when
he was shipwrecked off the
Cochin-China shore on his way
home,

And they saw reminders of
Britons who had visited the little

colony before them: the ruffians
who built their fortunes on opium
smuggled into China; the dashing
merchant-adventurers who bribed
their way past the obstacles
Imperial China put in the way
of commerce with the "Outer
Barbarians,” to build up Britain's
eastern trade; the servants of the
Honourable East India Company,
a long way from their masters in
London; the early missionaries
to China.

Macao gave hospitality to

many of them — except when
Britain and Portugal were at
war — before Britain had her

own China colony of Hong-Kong.
Some of them lie there still, in
the cemetery alongside the little
English church built by the East
India Company in 1821. Among
them is a forebear of Mr. Winston
Churchill — Lord Spencer
Churchill, captain of HMS Druid,
who died in Macao Roads in
1840. — From a report by Captain
A. G. R. Cross, Military Observer,
Far East.
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Going up... The Portobel will stand high winds, for the
dome is lashed to a base of concrete sections bolted together.

THE BALLOON GOES UP

The airlock door is.big: it has to be, for

h i I th ini - ’
s her e et to o — AND THE GUNNERS TRAIN INSIDE IT

NOW the dome trainer is pori-

able. This ingenious device
for improving the marksmanship
of light anti-aircrait gunners
(described in SOLDIER July, 1948)
used to look like a mud-hut from
Equatorial Africa. Now it resemb-
les halfi a balloon. And half a
balloon is roughly what it is.
The new version, called the
Portobel trainer, is a dome of
proofed fabric with a white rub-
berised inner surface. It is kept
blown up by a small compressor,
which raises the pressure slightly
above that outside. You go in
and out through airlock doors
and the pressure difference is
equivalent to that between the
ground floor and the attic of a
two-storey house. :
Blown up, the dome is 20 feet
high and has a diameter of 30 feet.
It contains the same skeleton
Bofors gun as the solid dome
trainer, and the same cinema pro-
jector to offer realistic moving
targets for the gun. There is sound
apparatus to give batile noises.
The whole thing can be packed
into a three-ton lorry and erected
in two hours by unskilled labour.
It can be used in high winds an
is quite stable. !
- The Portobel is the only port-
able light anti-aircraft trainer in
the world. It even figures in
Britain's export drive for it has
been ordered by Norway, Swe-
den, Denmark, Belgium, Holland
and India, New developments in
the Portobel will include air
conditioning for hot climates, a
gun-platform which simulates the : : 3
These women factory workers assemble the movements of a ship for naval With a roar of engines and the crashing
fabric into Portobel domes. In the back- ' purposes, and an . air-to-air of bombs and guns, a fOUl"-engi_nEd
ground is an early, experimental Portobel. gunnery training device. : = plane flashes over the dome. Trainee
i gunners ‘“‘chase” it with their sights.




George Mitchell and his fellow Servicemen (and Service-
women) carried wartime comradeship into civilian
life — and made a notable name for themselves

There’s no stopping Serjeant Mitchell

N the ordinary way, you weuld not join the Royal Army
Pay Corps as a first step to radio stardom.

To be fair, that was not George Mitchell's original idea.

He and his wartime comrades in the 33rd Battalion of the

Royal Army Pay Corps, toiling away amid the files at Fins-

bury Circus, needed some relaxation to take their minds off

other men’s credits and debits.

One day in 1944 Serjeant
George Mitchell asked if anyone
would like to help form a
swing choir. Eighteen men and
women thought they would. The
rest is entertainment history: the
choir became a feature of such
top-ranking radio shows as
“ITMA," “Stand Easy,” “Water-
logged Spa,” and “Hi Gang!”
Now they have earned fresh dis-
tinction: theirs is the first regular
BBC show to be sent on a provin-
cial tour by Broadcasting House.

‘Way back, when the mettle of
the choir was untested, the mem-
bers had to practise on an
ancient upright piano, ill-tuned
and lacking one or two notes;
the battalion dance band had a
fine grand piano, but they thought
it too good for the upstart choir
to use.

In those early days the choir
visited gun sites and barracks in
the London area and ended up
at the Stage-Door Canteen. Here
Ronnie Waldman recorded them
for overseas broadcasts and then
put them in a weekly BBC series.
This' led to appearances in
“Variety Bandbox™ and the final
“Stars in Battle-dress”” show at
the Albert Hall. ;

The choir included men who
had been posted to the Pay Corps
from other units: Lieutenant
Frederick Gommer, who had
served at Meerut and Allahabad;
Serjeant Emyr Griffith, Llandudno
solicitor's clerk from the Welch
Regiment; Lance-Corporal Frank
Cooper, of the Devons, former
captain of Wanstead Rugby Club;
Lance-Corporal Alan Cooper, ex-
Royal Fusilier who had been
taken prisoner at the Gothic Line.
The girls included identical twins,
Lance-Corporals Olive and Jessie
Prime, ATS.

In 1946 release brought the
choir to an end. Within eight
months George Mitchell had been
asked by old members to reform
it. Twelve of the original choir
came back. Mitchell himself threw
in his accountant's job in London,
Frank Cooper left the West-end
property office where he worked,
and Alan Cooper his biscuit
firm. One girl, Barbara Salisbury,
joined up from Rothesay, Scot-
land. They were nearly “broke”
when the BBC gave them an
audition.

New members came to swell
their ranks. These included
former soldiers: Les Rawlins,
Reginald Stanton and Don Reed,
tank men captured at Tobruk;

Geoffrey Gooding of the Queen’s
Bays, who served from Mersa
Matruh to Venice; and Gunner
Ralph West from the Dover
“Bomb Alley.”

Besides broadcasting some 400
tunes, the choir have recorded
for the gramophone, for films
and even — as the Unitones —
for American juke-boxes.

George Mitchell’s musical train-
ing consisted of six months on
the piano at the age of 13. He
knew nothing about arranging
music when he started but he
learned rapidly. Often producers
call for a special presentation of
a song at a few hours notice.
Tommy Handley wanted a spec-
jal number for a Guy Fawkes
edition of “ITMA." Mitchell wrote
the arrangement within three
hours.

The worst moment in the life
of the choir was at the People's
Palace in a BBC show in which
they had not rehearsed. Said the
producer: "Don’t worry. We will
tip you off five minutes bafore
you are on.” Most of the choir
wandered off to a dressing-roomn.
There someone switched on a
miniature radio to listen to the
show. Suddenly a voice said:
"You are now going to hear the
George Mitchell Choir..."”

Luckily one of the girls, Terry
Willett, had been standing in the
wings. Accompanied by the
orchestra, she started off solo.
The rest of the choir walked on
the stage and joined in, tryingj v
look unconcerned. To the list-
eners it was just a novel in-
troduction of a Mitchell Choir
“arrangement.”

The choir learns 20 numbers a
week, and their spare time is
meagre. Now the BBC has
decided that they shall broadcast
on Thursday evenings in .the
coveted half-hour before the nine
o'clock news, and also that they
shall visit provincial towns each
week to join local choirs in a
Glee Club programme.

George Mitchell's agent, ex-
Major Robert Luff (who served in
Burma with the Gordon High-
landers) says: “Mitchell is one of
the few people in Britain who can
arrange music for voices on a
large scale. He knows how to
bring out different types of voices
at the right moment and strike
the correct balance.”

Maybe practice in balancing
soldiers' accounts had something

to do with it.
ERIC DUNSTER

The original choir: Barbara Salisbury (extreme left, back
row) and Terry Willett (second from left, front row) are stili
with the show. So are Frank Cooper, Emyr Griffith and
Alan Cooper (third, fifth and seventh from left, back row).

The George Miichell Choir today: they broadcast

regularly. “Below: George Mitchell with (left to
right) Daphne Bell, Barbara Hope, Barbara Salisbury
and Elsie Cooper. Daphne Bell was dlso in the ATS.
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THE GIRLS AT THE BIG MAP

o le.
I¥’s another job for the Territorials: peape

manning the anti-aircraft operations
khaki croupier. ..
room which is one of the nerve

* centres of London’s defences. Much

of the “manning”’ is done by women

Exercise in progress: around a map of the Home Counties
sit the girls who build up a picture of the *‘raid.”” Right:
in foreground is Private Joan Bryant, with a box of squares
and discs which are the counters in a game of wits.
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T looks like a gambling game. And the room is as hard to
get into as a gambling den, if you do not know the right

Round the big, brightly-lit table, criss-crossed into squares,
girls with preoccupied expressions move their counters deftly
from square to square. In their ears drones the voice of'a

It is a game which, in the past, has been played for the highest of
stakes: the lives of some millions of Londoners. It may, conceivably,
be played for vastly higher stakes in the future.

The girls round the table are Territorial members of the Women's
Royal Army Corps. Their job in this anti-aircraft operations room,
three storeys below the streets of the capital, is to position their
counters (which represent aircraft) on the mapped table in accord-
ance with radar information of approaching aircraft. They must be
rapid thinkers, able to interpret map co-ordinates in the time it takes
to bat an eyelid. On the raid picture which they build up, the officer

responsible for the anti-aircraft
defences of the area bases his
tactics.

This operations room, in essen-
tials no different from others up
and down Britain (and in principle
no different from those of World
War One) was a showplace for
VIP's during the war — except
that VIP's were firmly excluded
during actual operations, It is
used today by the Regular Army
and — on certain evenings — by
the volunteers of No. 64 Fire
Command  Troop, Territorial
Army.

The girls who report here for
duty come from wvaried back-
grounds. There is, for instance,
Private Jacqueline Lawrence, who
by day sits in a filin company's
office, helping to answer the fan-
mail of film stars. A wartime
FANY, she is the daughter of a

retired Coldstream Guards colonel .

(her brother is serving with the
regiment in Malaya). Next to her
is Private Dorothy Goddard, who
helps to pack ice cream at Cadby
Hall. Wearing the earphones
beside Private Goddard is Private

Joan Bryant, a war widow who,
after studying for the bar at Cam-
bridge, became secretary to the
present Lord Balfour, when he
was Parliamentary Under-Secre-
tary for Air in World War Two.
She now works for the RAF
Benevolent Fund.

Across the table sits an ex-
WAAF section officer, Private
Frances Vivian, a Cambridge
graduate who spends her day at
the British Museum or Public
Record Office working up a thesis
on eighteenth century history —
particularly military history.

What brought these girls into
the troop? Said Private Lawrence:
"My aunt, who- has since left to
get married, was a member and
talked me into it. I am glad she
did.” Private’ Bryant thought the
Berlin blockade might lead to war
and decided that she would not
spend the next one as a civilian.
She shares a Brompton Road flat
with Private Vivian, whom she
“recruited.”

Daphne Ingleton of Church
Road, Richmond, was working as
a clerk in a Cardiff factory when
a WRAC officer came round and
gave a “pep” talk. It must have
been @ good one, for Miss Ingle-
ton joined up when she came to
live in London.

Heather Lancaster, a clerk in
the Royal College of Nursing,
served in the ATS and was with
the only all-women cinema unit
to go overseas. She joined the
Territorials in April 1948.

The serjeant in charge of the
girls, Bessie Wright, is no stran-
ger to the underground operat-
ions room. She was there during
the war. “I first joined the ATS
in 1942," she said "and eventually
found myself in this place.” There
were about 150 girls, split into
four shifts to cover the 24 hours.

She remembers Mr. Churchill
paying a visit during a practice
exercise. But when a raid was on
"even our own ATS officers were
barred.”

After her release the serjeant
yearned for her days in the oper-
ations room. She joined the Terri-
torials and was sent to a unit at
Streatham. One day she was
transferred — and found herself
back in London’s secret room.

Last summer the girls went to
camp in North Devon. Said Mary
Absalom, a ledger clerk at
Victoria: “"We were with the
whole brigade and lived in
wooden huts. We carried on our
plotting training in the camp’s
plotting-room, but we got in
plenty of bathing and sport.”

Left: Superintending a training
exercise are Serjeant F. Stuart-
Brown, a Regular instructor,
and Serjeant Bessie Wright,
who worked in this operations
room during the war. Above:
Unit officers look down as
PrivateDaphne Ingleton makes
a move; in' background is
Private Frances Vivian. Right:
Private Audréy Clarke, who
was in the wartime ATS, and
(below) Private Lilian Herbert,
who works with SSAFA.

From the gallery of the operat-
ions room Lieutenant Raymond
Fawkner-Corbett, wartime RAF
navigator until he became a pri-
soner-of-war, acts as duty officer.
Next to him a Regular Army
instructor, Serjeant F. Stuart-
Brown, is there to see that the
drill instructions come through
correctly from "down under.” For
four flights of stairs below the
operations room is the telling
room where four Gunners read
out “raid reports” from a script.
One of them, Gunner Joseph
Distance, of Scarborough, said:
“During the day a scheme is
worked out and put on paper. We
represent the various RAF filter
rooms who in war send reports
to this headquarters, If we are
reading too quickly or slowly for
the girls, the serjeant sends down
a message over the loudspeakers.”

Corporal Doreen Cole, a drafts-
woman at Acton, told SOLDIER:
“We come here every fortnight
and on the alternate Mondays go
to our headquarters in the Duke
of York's headquarters, Chelsea,
for speed plotting, drill and other
subjects.”

And the Adjutant, Lieutenant
Charles Cooke, said: "We have
vacancies for 50 more girls.”

wd
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% THE QUEST FOR THE
. PERFECT HAT

(and when they've got it will they want it?)

HE things which women will put on their heads never
cease to astound men — even the men who design them.

Hats like bunches of grapes... hats like crash-landed
pheasants... hats like the Hanging Gardens of Babylon...
In the women's Services, the madder flights of millinery must
be curbed, but not curbed so much that a hat loses every

““Le dernier cri”: the e - z suggestion of piquancy, provocation and what the French call
WRAC's new ‘“three- ; ' R (e ; panache. A hat must be attractive without being subversive.

decker’ for all ranks

. A . & 4 ‘ 4
s S ﬁm it .| The hat which started it all:
This familiar, but not i designed by Aage Thaarup, it
greatly loved, hat ; was first. worn by Princess Eliza-

lf_.s on its way out, B beth on Horse Guards Parade.

Aside-cap isjaunty, " Glamour ln_fhé WAAC This is one of the
but is a dead  of World War One was WRAF's “probables.”

loss in the rain. : rigorously .su'bprg;_se_d.r : Note dimple (in hat).

Another WRAF "bro- b The glossy-peaked ‘‘chauf- = ir\#b:rﬂqd
bable.”  Air = chiefs feur's cap” always - in 1919 suffered in
have quite a headache. worried the WAAF — Lo this''chel's model.\‘?'

The whole thing is a profound
problem, and one which oc-
cupies a great many man-
hours (and woman-hours).

Recently the air chiefs have
been trying to choose a new
walking-out hat for the Women's
Royal Air Force (for years the
WAAF wept secretly over their
shiny-peaked ‘chauffeur's hat.")
The adjudicators have now drawn
up a short list of hats (two of
which are pictured on this page).
It will be noticed that the styles
follow closely the trénd of the
new Women's Royal Army Corps
hats which were revealed a few
months ago. Among the styles
not favoured by the air chiefs
was a female "'bowler.”

What started this revived
interest in Servicewomen's hats
was undoubtedly the striking
headgear worn by Princess Eliza-
beth at the last-but-one ceremony
of Trooping the Colour, It was
the Hat of the Year, in two
continents. Aage Thaarup, the
Queen’s milliner, who designed it,
clearly used it as a basis for the
new headgear for the Women's
Royal Army Corps and Queen
Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing
Corps. .

On these pages SOLDIER has
collected for the edification of
its female (and male) readers a
selection of new and old hat
styles for Servicewomen, inclu-
ding the romantic, the unromantic,
the chic, the functional and the
utility.

»-)‘
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“If you want to get
ahead, get a hat!"
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The British soldier turns
up in the most unlikely
places . like Corporal
J. A. Plevin, 13/18 Hussars.

AT THE SIGN OF

A new generation of soldiers has taken over Cyrenaica, but in
ravaged towns like Tobruk there are still veterans of the Eighth Army.
This is the second instalment of a special report by SOLDIER Staff
Writer PETER LAWRENCE and Cameraman DESMOND O’NEILL

HE hot, dry wind from the desert still blows at Windy

Corner, Tobruk. It is no more friendly than it was in 1941,

Nor is the view any more cheerful. The buildings in

the town are still mostly ruins. The desert is just as bleak and

barren. The wreckage in the harbour looks, if anything, worse
because the years have added to its rust.

Once upon a time it was unwise
to pass Windy Corner without
keeping an eye open for gun
flashes, and no visitor to Tobruk
now can forget those heroic days.
There are too many souvenirs.

Outside the Garrison Head-
quarters, for instance, stand two
Italian field pieces, two of many
that were left with more am-
munition than British Gunners
could use. Many of those captur-
ed weapons were manned by
scratch crews of Australian cooks,
batmen, drivers and sanitary men,
all eager to fire off something at
the Germans.

There were no sights on the
guns so the orders went some-

- thing like this: “Try and get that

wadi, Bill. That one was a bit
wide. Shift her over a couple of
telephone poles to the left. She's
still a bit short. Raise her by
putting a stone underneath.”
One famous crew on the Pila-
strino road charged passers-by

Arabs collect the explosive from Tobruk's left-over
ammunition and store it in underground tunnels dug by the
Italians. It is used by divers working on harbour wrecks.

PAGE 22

“two piastres a pop,” and did
such good trade that a nearby
unit complained of the number of
shells the Germans fired back in
retaliation. A brigadier had the
gun removed, much to the indig-
nation of the crew who threatened
to sue for loss of business.

If this gateway port to Cyren-
aica is now quieter than during
the siege (10 April to 10 Decem-
ber 1941) the garrison still has a
feeling of being cut off from the
outside world. Derna, the nearest
town occupied by the Army, is
more than 100 miles away, and
Benghazi is 300 miles. Much of
the desert scrubland outside the
perimeter (nine to 14 miles from
the town) is strewn with thou-
sands of mines which are unlikely
to be cleared.

In Tobruk itself, which has
one of the best natural harbours
in North Africa, every soldier's
job is connected with the port —
unloading supplies for the rest of

"**ﬁﬁﬁw&s &

the Army or dealing with the men
and families going to the far side
of Cyrenaica. For Benghazi har-
bour, on the other side of the
fertile, 3000-feet high Jebel, is
almost useless through lack of
dredging. As a result, most Army
administrators agree with the Ger-
man General von Ravenstein that
Cyrenaica, though it may be the
strategist's dream, is still the
quartermaster's nightmare.

When the day’'s work is over,
the Tobruk soldier must still turn
to the town for his entertainment,
There is one cinema, a NAAFI
club at Windy Corner and a
Salvation Army canteen (“We
still hear from the Brigadier,”
they say, meaning the Salvation
Army's Brigadier Mcllveen who
played his wheezy gramophone
to troops during the siege). In
summer there is bathing — and
very good bathing, too — at the
little coves near the harbour
entrance, but even these facilities
do not warrant the title of “The
Tommy's Riviera" bestowed on
Tobruk by a London newspaper.

One of the few good things
about Tobruk, which the soldier
will admit, is that it is probably
the healthiest place on the long

SQMS C. Darby, Royal Signals, examines a big
Italian gun which the Australians captured and used
during the siege. Behind is Garrison Headquarters.

THE TWO PILLARS

desert coastline. The climate and
the bathing help to compensate
for the shortcomings, a few of
which were summed up by a sol-
dier's wife: “When we need a
dentist we have to drive to
Derna, 110 miles away. Women's
hairdressers seem to be non-
existent in Cyrenaica. Clothes
can only be bought from a
NAAFI traveller who comes
every few weeks. Fresh vege-
tables, when in season, are ex-

Above: Wrecks on land and
wrecks in the water: a view of
Tobruk across the harbour.

Left: Captain D. L. Pounds, Royal
Signals, was in Tobruk during the
siege with the Royal Horse Ar-
tillery. He still serves in Cyrenaica.

Right: The entrance to General Sir
Leslie Morshead’s underground
headquarters in the eastern sector
ofthessiege defences outside Tobruk.

pensive. I have just paid 2s. 3d.
for a cabbage.”

Apart from the mosque, which
the Arabs have rebuilt, the only
buildings repaired in Tobruk are
those used by the Army and civil
administration. Having just reno-
vated houses for families and
troops, the Army is trying to tidy
up the barren spaces round Garri-
son Headquarters which were
once gardens. For before the war
when 10,000 Italians and 9000
Arabs occupied the place, Tobruk
was indeed near being a Riviera
Today there are no Italians (ex-
cept a few divers working on the

wrecks) and the mm

Arabs number about

The flash of Cy-
renaica District.
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Like a monstrous sundial marking the desert hours lies this tail unit on
an Axis airfield near Derna. Below: In a wadi five miles from Tobruk
lies a burned-out column of British vehicles, surprised from the air.
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SIGN OF THE TWO PILLARS (continueq)

2100. It is said that if the British
walked out tomorrow the Arabs
would not trouble to stay. If ever
there was a town which the
Army keeps going, it is Tobruk.

The town is garrisoned mainly
by National Servicemen but there
are a few men who knew it in
wartime. In his office in REME
workshops Captain Frederick
Mantle can recall the night in
September 1941 when he was
brought by destroyer to join the
305th Advance Odnance Work-
shops. The siege was then a little
more than halfway through and
he remained until after it ended.

Today the Ordnance workshop
is just a shell but near it still
stands the captured German tank
which was manned at stand-to
each night and morning in case
the Germans tried an airborne
assault,

Captain Mantle remembers
“Bardia Bill.” This was the col-
lective name given to the 155 mm
siege guns fired from Wadi Bel-
gassem on the way to Bardia.
Another man who remembers
them is Captain D. L. Pounds,
Royal Signals, whose work takes
him between Benghazi and To-
bruk. As a serjeant with the Royal
Horse Artillery- he came ashore
from a destroyer in July 1941.

He said: “We wore plimsolls
on deck and marched in them
through Tobruk to the guns in
the eastern sector. Sometimes we
manned captured enemy guns for
which we got danger pay of six-

pence a day. I remember beer
being on a very tight ration.”

The men holding Tobruk saw
few luxuries and it has been re-
corded that only one of the 25,000
defenders experienced a hang-
over. Because of the beer short-
age many Australian units pooled
the battalion ration and the men
drew lots. This man drew the
complete battalion supply.

The siege lifted in December
1941, but in June 1942 Tobruk fell
to the Germans. Captain R. A.
Morrell, now Movements Officer
at Tobruk, was taken prisoner
outside the perimeter. At that
time he had had no more than a
glimpse of the port.

In November the same year
Captain M. A. Forrester arrived
with the RASC in 51st Highland
Division and for two days he was
stationed overlooking the har-
bour. "I remember an oil ship
was burning and filling the air
with thick, black smoke," he said.
Today he again overlooks the
harbour from his office in Ad-
miraltyY House, where he is a
Civil Affairs officer.

At the police station Captain
C. D. J. Wythes of the Cyrenaican
Defence Force (the local police)
recalls his first visit to Tobruk in

. December 1941, a week after the

siege lifted. He was then with the
Libyan Arab Force. “The place
was a shambles and after taking
over some broken-down billets
we moved into caves,” he said.
In 1943 he was back again and




has been in the town on and off
ever since. One of his former
men, RSM Fahim Mohamed el
Kheir, was in Tobruk for. part of
the siege. More recently he has
been a police inspector but re-
signed to run his own haulage
business in the town. He says of
the siege days, “Although the
Germans were on three sides they
never closed the harbour. Some-
times there were two destroyers
making midnight calls with men
and supplies from Alexandria."

For the people of Tobruk wvisit-
ing ships are still the link with
*the outside world. As the wells
supply only saline water and the
Italian underground distillation
plant no longer works, fresh
water has to come by boat from
Port Said, which costs from #£4
te £9 a ton, Each soldier is ration-
ed to three gallons a day.

Much of Tobruk is under-
ground, for the Italians built a
vast system of stores and pas-
sages, some of which linked

coastal guns. Some passages are
now blocked up, including one
running under the harbour, but
anyone who cares can spend an

afternoon exploring those in the
hillsides with the help of a torch.
Some had concrete walls and
ceilings- built inside the original
caves, Others, equipped with tiled
showers, were probably designed
as hospitals.

In the eastern escarpment are
caves used by Major-General Sir
Leslie Morshead, the Australian
Commander, as his headquarters.
Originally Italian stores, they
consisted of rooms 50 yards deep
in the ground, and lined with
cement.

Between the escarpment and
the town lies the siege cemetery
where 2800 British, Australian,
New Zealand, Indian, Mauritian,
Cypriot, Polish, Czechoslovakian
and Greek soldiers, sailors, air-
men and merchant sailors were
buried. The cemetery was started
‘in the siege and will have cost
£60,000 by the time the surround-
ing wall, with its shelters and
oak seats is complete, and an
avenue of trees planted. There
will be oak entrance doors by

‘the caretaker's gatehouse and

near them the bell
from HMS Liverpool.

[OVER 2

Qutside the ruins of what was his RAOC office during the siege stands

Captain F. Mantle with his wife and small daughter. His volkswagen was
salvaged from the desert; the one in foreground is beyond salvage.

Divers will be busy for many a long day on wrecks like this in
Tobruk Harbour. Below: Captain C. D. -]. Wythes, Assistant
District Commissioner of the Cyrenaican Defence Force, formerly
served with the Libyan Arab.Force in Eighth Army. Behind is the
Tobruk mosque, one of the first non-military buildings to be rebuilt.

PAGE 25




Lo o Eiieinin

In the siege cemetery outside Tobruk is this
Australian memorial to the men who fell.

Fahim Mohamed el Kheir, fo

and inspector of the C
hand car business in

renaican

T

rmer RSM of the Libyan Arab Force
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Defence Force, now runs a second-

obruk. Right: In the ltalian marine barracks,

as in many of the ruined buildings, Arab squatters now dwell.
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A large Australian memorial has
been unveiled and there will be
others to Allied troops.

Outside the perimeter is the
Acroma cemetery for men who
died in the Western Desert, and
in the minefields are thousands
of Allied and enemy graves. At-
tempts to recover the bodies
threatened to cost so many lives
that it was decided to leave them.

The harbour is still cluttered
with wrecked ships, including the
Italian cruiser San Giorgio, sunk
on the third day of the war with
Italy, the Liguria, former Italian
liner, and HMS Ladybird, im-
mortal Tobruk gunboat whose
guns still brought down planes
after she had sunk in a shallow
part of the harbour. She has
given her name to the officers’
club, and visitors to the staff
captain, Captain S. R. Hunwick,
find her name on the large plate
which lies on the floor in front
of his desk.

In Admiralty House, Captain
W. Cant, harbour master, has a
mural of the ship painted on his
wall. The work was done by a
siege artist and the Germans,
instead of destroying it, added
pictures of their own E-boats. Part
of Captain Cant's responsibilities
cover the salvaging of sunken
craft. He hopes that most of the
work will be finished within a year.

Another kind of salvage will
go on longer: from the desert
beyond the perimeter, Arabs are
slowly bringing in the remains of
tanks and vehicles,

A man with a tough job is
Serjeant C.Keary, who sits behind
a large desk in an office marked
“Garrison Engineer.” He has to
keep the works going and try to
brighten the place up. He said:
“T used to have German prisoners.

'SIGN OF THE TWO PILLARS (continved)

Now I have one Sapper and 44
Mauritians who are repairing the
bombed Italian drainage system,
distempering buildings and re-
placing windowlite with glass.”

Newly-arrived families do not
get much time to see Tobruk
unless they are joining the garri-
son. They are put aboard civilian
coaches and go straight to Derna.
Those for Benghazi continue the
journey the next day. This is a
recent improvement, for at one
time Army lorries were used and
the Benghazi trip was undertaken
from Tobruk in one day.

Derna, with plenty of trees and
greenery, is perhaps the best-
looking town in Cyrenaica. The
road to the west winds up the
steep pass on to the' fertile Jebel
and then falls to the far plains
that reach to Benghazi, capital of
Cyrenaica. Benghazi was exten-
sively damaged by the end of the
war, since when most of the
debris has been cleared and some
of the buildings have been repair-
ed. But despite its hotels, blocks
of flats, and shops built by the
Italians, it is still drab and un-
imposing compared with Tripoli.
Besides two cinemas, the troops
have a theatre, but transport costs
and poor box-office returns in-
volve any visiting Service concert
parties in a financial loss.

Mails by air take about seven
days and sea mails about five
weeks. London daily newspapers
are usually nine or more days
old, although they are flown out.
The geographical position of the
country makes it difficult for men
to get far for their leave. Apart
from occasional indulgence trips
to Malta and — on a more €x-
pensive scale — the monthly
charter leave plane to Britain at
£50 for a 30-days return visit




Gates of Benghazi: a landmark in

(usea py 60 officers and 130 men
during the past year), most men
use . the Apollonia leave camp
about 14 miles from the famous
Greek city of Cyrene. Attempts
were made to run a civilian leave
bus to Tripoli, but there was not
enough response; soldiers did not
care for the idea of travelling
600 miles each way on North
African roads.

In Cyrenaica there is only a
sprinkling of European women.
Besides the wives of Servicemen,
there are a few connected with
the. Residency, the Cyrenaican

Between the pillars of the
Benghazi. The twin-domed bui

the “Benghazi handicap” ‘of old

Government, British = business
firms in the country and Army
hospitals and canteens. There are
no WRAC. To help on the social
life in Benghazi the Wavell Arms
men’s club has a monthly dance
to which all the women on the
station' are invited. Officers and
non-commissioned officers, who
are not allowed in the club, can
escort their wives to the door
and call for them when the dance
is over. The men appreciate the
way the families and club work-
ers help to brighten life -in a
desolate country.

Second Roman Empire:
Iding is the Roman Catholic

Cathedral; beside it is Cyrenaica District Headquarters.

R s

Black-out night
district does w.

in Benghazi: once a week each
out electricity. Below: best-known

troops’ club in Benghazi is the Wavell Arms.
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NORTH AFRICA REPORT (Contd)

TALLEST
SOLDIERS
T“WAR”

Flashback: men of the King’s Com-
pany on parade at Windsor in 1947.

; Masked by a convenient sandstorm, the anti-tank gun is moved
up to a fresh position. Below: Grenadier Guards in forward
{ position prepare to advance under .cover of a low hill.

ANY readers of SOLDIER

will remember the feature, ;
in January 1948, showing the |
King’s Company of the Gren-
adier Guards mounting cere-
monial guard at Windsor |
Castle.
. Today the Army's tallest
soldiers (they must be at least
6ft 2ins) are a long way from
their Sovereign. SOLDIER met
them recently out "in the
blue"” —bumping along a dusty
desert track, in Tripolitania.
Here were no tourists to ap-
praise their turnout; the only
spectators were a handful of
uncaring Arabs. But it was
still the King’s Company.

A mock war was in progress.

It raged around twin peaks
which, inevitably, had been

B

PAGE 28




Top: Over an Eighth Army track, a Bren carrier starts the
pursuit. Below: Major H. C, Hanbury, MC, Captain of the
King’s Company, and his signal corporal in touch with a platoon.

named after one of Hollywood's
best-equipped young actresses.
For the day, Tripolitania had be-
come Tombola, a peace-loving
country overlooked, to the south,
by the aggressive, dictator state
of Pervidia, which had secretly
built up a big army (stiffened by
the Coldstream Guards) and was
demanding ah outlet to the sea.

The Grenadier Guards, as part
of the Tombola Force, had with-
drawn to the desert station of
Tarhuna (being a democracy,
Tombola had allowed her forces
to dwindle and had to start
operations with the usual with-
drawal to prepared positions).
But during that withdrawal, a
dump had inadvertently been left
undestroyed, at R 0173. To the
Grenadiers was awarded the job
of blowing it up and then retiring.

On the map R 0173 did not look
very much, a- pinpoint lying

behind the twin-hill feature
called (officially) Garet el Farafit.
It later turned out to be the site
of an ancient Arab stone-built
fort, long abandoned. Between
the peaks and Tarhuna lay 40
miles of desert track, passing
periodically between low, rocky

<hills that provided ideal cover

for small parties -of enemy sent
out to delay the advance. It was
at these points that the carriers
racing ahead of the King's Com-
pany were brought to a halt by
bursts of explosives (previously
laid by Sappers) on the hill-
sides.

Almost immediately the 25-
pounder pistol gun came into
action, mortar smoke came down
and the leading Infantry prepare
to work its way round to a flank.
After half an hour most of these
actions were over, and the
Captain of the King‘'s Company,

In the tactician’s

paradise: a 25-

pounder of 6th Field Regiment moves up
to support the attacking Grenadiers.

Major H. C. Hanbury, MC, was
able to radio to the main column
two and a half miles back that
the route was clear.

It was not until the afternoon,
when the last of the hills before
Farafit- was reached, that the
advance was seriously hampered.
It was here that an umpire of the
Cameron Highlanders told the
men of the leading carrier that
they had been knocked out. Dust-
covered Infantry of the leading
platoons found themselves pinned

down. There was much “stonking”

and spreading of (imaginary)
smoke, then an assault plan was
worked out.

Soon, from the high plateau,
could be seen a row of tiny dots
raising a column of dust in the
desert that stretched away to
the horizon: a flanking movement
was being made on to the dump,
leaving the twin peaks.to be

seized by a third company. As
the vehicles came in from their
wide sweep they looked like
destroyers at sea turning in line
astern. Near the top of the
plateau they stopped and the
Infantry attacked down the wadi
that surrounded three sides of
the dump. The action was as
good as over; the post-mortem
was still to come.

The sun went down in Tech-
nicolor, and against it the old
fort was silhouetted. During the
night it would be preparéd for
"blowing,” and next morning the
retreat to Tarhuna would start.

Next month the exercise would
start all over again — with the
Coldstream Guards as the Tom-
bola Army, and the Grenadiers
as the enemy.

(North Africa Report will be
continued next month).
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The British Army’s queerest

SOLDIERS

HEN a group of
Southampton school-
boys “struck” a few
months ago, at a time when
soldiers were carrying out
vital work during an industrial
strike, it did not take a car-
toonist long to link up the two
(see opposite page).

It was only in the car-
toon, however, that the
Army was required to
settle the school dispute.
In fact, the idea was not
so fantastic. In days gone
by soldiers were called in
to deal with school "re-
bellions."

The most famous case,
probably, was at Winchester
College in 1818. Winchester
had had several previous
rebellions, in 1770, 1774, 1778
and 1793, in none of which
soldiers were involved. Eton,
Harrow and Rugby had
similar outbreaks about the
same time. Historians blam-

job was putting down rebellions in publicschools
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Bonfire of desks and books at Rugby. They
were tough, mighty tough, in the Sixth. ..
but they became the country’s leaders.

ed the spirit of the French :

: - Revolution.
d b the Riot Act is read at Rugby School. The mutinous school :
:;O:P;a:': f|"¢=ilrza'd‘:lfief’iani. to an ‘island in the Close. Unknown to them, a pa ; The cause 3f ht:xen i:lslg rgf
of ,i’roops is about to assault them from the rear. (Drawings by DAVID KNIGHT ). bellion was a tightening up

Hemmed in on two sides, the
Winchester boys are rounded up
— to face flogging or expulsion.
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school discipline. Boys seized the
school keys, locked the gates and
turned out all the school servants,
except the cook who was to keep
working for them. Then they
fastened the door of the Warden's
house with the Warden inside.

A tutor was sent to tell the
boys that the Riot Act had been
read, and that soldiers were on
the way. If they would surrender
the keys, the tutor said, all the
boys could go home for a fort-
night,

The boys rashly accepted the
terms and rushed off towards the
town. But the authorities had no
intention of keeping their side of
the bargain. As the boys passed
through a narrow part of the
Close called the Slype (slipway)
they met soldiers with fixed
bayonets, headed by an officer.

The officer was knocked down,
but the bayonets were too much
for the boys, who turned and ran.
They were chased by the soldiers
who enjoyed the job the more
because they had recently had a
quarrel with the boys over a
bathing place. The officer picked
himself up and joined in the
chase, too, pricking with his
sabre one of the big college boys
who afterwards became a distin-
guished clergyman,

The rebel boys raced past the
College, only to come face to
face with another company of
soldiers with fixed bayonets.
They were hemmed in. There was

nothing for it but to go back to
College and surrender. Punish-
ment meted out included expul-
sion for 20 boys,

There was irony, perhaps, in
the fact that soldiers should have
been brought in to quell this re-
bellion when troops had been
partly the cause of the 1793
trouble. On that occasion the
headmaster had stopped the boys
from attending performances by a
militia band in the cathedral
close, a hundred yards from the
College, and the boys had bar-
ricaded themselves in the school.
Another = Winchester rebellion
started with pistol shots in the
town when a publican asked

some of the boys to stop drinking.

It was no easy job, putting
down a school rebellion in those
days, either for schoolmasters or
soldiers. Some boys had pistols,
the others swords and bludgeons.
One usher at Winchester was
well pelted with “shrapnel” in the
form of marbles.

It was a pistol shot, fired in the
yvard of his boarding house by a
schoolboy, that started a rebellion
at Rugby in ‘which soldiers were
involved in 1797. The offender
was flogged and in the riot which
followed windows were broken.

The headmaster, Henry Ingles,
who was known as Black Tiger,
ordered the fifth and sixth forms

to pay for the damage.

In a schoolboy charge at Winchester, an  Outraged, the victims
officer’ was bowled over.. He recover- goaded the whole school
ed — and *pinked” a future divine. to pile up desks and

@ W

benches in the Close
and set them on fire,
The. headmaster's books
were thrown on to the
bonfire for good measure.

As it happened, there
was a recruiting party
of soldiers in the town
and they were called in.
The boys retreated to
an island in the Close,
which had a moat round
it. There the Riot Act
was read and the boys
were summoned to sur-
render, While this was
going ' on, the soldiers
crept round behind the

“I say — the Head wasn't long
calling in the troops, was he?"”
This Daily Mail jest was in-
spired last December by a
school revolt at Southamp-
ton. But only in the cartoon
was the Army called in.

boys and they were all taken
prisoner.

Many expulsions and floggings
followed this rebellion. History
records that some of the ring-
leaders distinguished themselves
as officers under Wellington.

SOLDIER's older readers will
recall that strikes and lock-outs
frequently occurred in the school
stories published in the Magnet
(which featured Billy Bunter) and
the Gem. Perhaps this is where
the authors got their inspiration.
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SOLDIER BOOKSHELF

1. How To Run A

Private Army

T was December 1943, In an Italian olive grove stood an
officer in his middle forties, addressing a group of 130 men
who had volunteered for “special service” in his hush-

hush unit.

“A few of you,” he said, “may have heard rumours about
us: before we go any further I want them to know that every-
thing they have heard is untrue.

“We do nct go dashing about
the streets of Rome kidnapping
German generals right and left,
we have not been parachuted in
our jeeps into a POW camp in
Germany, I am not an eccentric
Polish millionaire, we don't get
treble pay, in fact the men who
join us drop their rank and their
pay suffers accordingly; our
other ranks are not privileged to
dress up as officers when they go
on leave, they are not even
allowed a tie.

“Qur service is mainly behind
the enemy lines; it is not too un-
comfortable, but very, very
tedious. Most of the time we wait
and hide — often we have to run
away. The virtue we require most
is patience, patience and steady
nerves..."

The officer was "Popski,” other-
wise  Lieut-Colonel Vladimir

- Peniakoff, DSO, MC, one of the

legendary characters of the
Eighth Army. He was recruiting
for his “private army,” a raiding
and reconnaissance unit whose
members wore the letters “PPA"
on their shoulders and the badge
of the astrolabe (a navigational
instrument) on their black berets.

The story of this astonishing
unit was outlined in SOLDIER for
11 May 1946. Now the full story is
brilliantly and intimately describ-
ed by “Popski" himself in “Private
Army” (Jonathan Cape 16s).

Colonel Peniakoff was born in
Belgium to Russian parents “of an
intellectual type now extinct.” In
1924 he settled in Egypt where
he became a sugar manufacturer.
He began to make lone expeditions
in the desert in a “Model A" Ford,
and learned very thoroughly the
arts of desert navigation.

When World War Two broke
out, Colonel Peniakoff did not
rate very highly his chances of
a brilliant military career. He was
42, he weighed nearly 15 stone,
he was rather short of breath,
his blood pressure was a little
too high and he had failed his
medical examination for renewal
of his pilot's licence. His assets
were a good deal of technical
and administrative experience, a

few languages, knowledge of the

Middle East and the ability to
navigate by air, sea or land.

His first military appointment
was with the Libyan Arab Force.
Very soon he had formed an
Arab Commando which carried
out audacious reconnaissance
behind the German lines, count-
ing and classifying the German
vehicles as they streamed over

PAGE 32

. with

the desert highways. The high-
light was the demolition of a huge
Italian petrol dump at.El Qubba.

“Popski,” as he was now known
to everyone, worked in concert
the Long Range Desert
Group, operating from Kufra
Oasis. His column crossed and
re-crossed the Sand Sea. He was
one of the select few (Brigadier
Fitzroy Maclean was another)
who walked about towns of
Cyrenaica occupied by the Axis.
He strolled round the outside of

prison camps in Derna and
worked out plans for enabling
the occupants to escape — as,

in fact, some of them did.

“The apprehension of personal
danger,” writes "Popski,” “can
easily be mastered ‘once the
lesson has been learnt that noth-
ing worse than death can be ex-
pected, and the prospect of death,
though it can be a bother, is not
particularly terrifying to most of
us. Thus the stage is reached
where danger loses its awesome
horror, and it becomes easy lo
overcome the urge to run away.
Each time a man has not run
away he becomes less liable to
be afraid in the future.”

For the Arabs who helped
British raiders, a more unpleasant
fate than sudden death was wait-
ing. The Italians hung them up
by a hook through the jaw and
left them to die of shock. At one
stage “Popski” wrote a letter to
the Italian commander in Barce
threatening to shoot one Italian
officer for every Senussi execut-
ed. The letter, delivered surrep-
titiously by an Arab sweeper,

“Excellent floors, if |
may say so, Sister.”

— from the Avmy Medical Services
Megasine,

TWO GREAT ADVENTURE STORIES OF THE

Lieut-Colonel Vladimir Peniakoff, better known as *‘Popski.”
Today he lives in London (next door to Mr. Aneurin
Bevan) and is writing a hisfory of resistance movements.

seems to have had a salutary
effect.

Back in Cairo, after many
months behind the enemy lines,
“Popski’ found that his unit,
officially, no longer existed, and
no one was interested in him.
Other behind-the-lines raids were
being gaily discussed but as a
result of bad planning and worse
security many of them came to
grief. “Popski” is scathing in his
references to these ill-starred
operations. He always set his face
against minor raids which were
not likely to do the enemy much
harm, but which might have un-
pleasant results for native popu-
lations.

It was not long before "Popski”
found active employment again.
He became the commander of the
smallest independent unit in the
British Army — five officers,
18 men and six vehicles. It was
an Eighth Army Staff Officer
who, in desperation, suggested
the name ‘“Popski's Private
Army,” and it was the Director
of Military Operations, Brigadier
G. M. O. Davy, who cheerfully
agreed to the name and under-
took to pacify the War Office.
Incidentally, the Private Army
punctiliously rendered all returns
called for; its administration was
not easy to fault.

“Popski's” men continued to
harass the enemy until the great
surrender at Cape Bon. Then
with the assault on the "soft
underbelly,"” it became necessary
to work out new Taiding tech-
nigues. The men who wore the

.astrolabe were a thorn in the

Germans right from Sicily to the
plains of Lombardy. They event-
ually linked up with the Russians
in Austria.

There was nothing reckless or
flamboyant about “Popski” — he
had often to hold back his more

ambitious followers. At the same
time he had some breath-taking
ideas; thus he was able on one
occasion to gather information
about enemy units by ringing
them up on the telephone. Once
he and Corporal Jock Cameron,
impersomating Italians, smuggled
cognac to a German quarter-
master, overpowered him and
found on his desk the ration
strengths of the Axis units in the
vicinity.

“Popski's” story is a candid
one. The Guards will not like
many of his references to them;
nor will the staff officers of First
Army or of the milling head-
quarters at Caserta relish his
pungencies (though the officers
of Eighth Army will). If he has
his strong dislikes, he also has
his strong likes — I consider the
New Zealanders to be a superior
kind of humanity.” Those of his
recruits who made the grade —
only three and a half per cent of
those interviewed — had some-
thing to be proud of.

“It was an endless conflict
between my companions long-
ing for carefree adventure -and
my own determination to avoid
disaster,” writes “Popski.”

“Successful adventures in our line

of business depended on a rigorous
atlention to detail, as seamen know
well enough, but soldiers will not

readily admit. | wanted my adven-
turers to be tidy and thrifty ... they
had to have minds like ants, stamp

collectors, watchmakers and ac-
countants; orderly, precise, unhur-
ried — at the same time 1 expected

them to risk sudden loss of every-
thing they had, to take chances, to
make quick decisions, to keep their
heart when fortune changed and to
carry out unexpected orders vigor-
ously."”

“Private - Army" is a “must"
book for any officer over 40 who
has begun to suspect that life
has passed him by,



WAR TOLD BY THE MEN WHO LIVED THEM

2. How To Kidnap

A‘i A . ™

N an April evening in

1944, Major-General Karl
Kreipe, commander of the
German division in Crete,
dropped out of a game of
cards he had been playing
with some of his staff officers.
He marched from his head-
quarters and drove off to his
billet for dinner.

On the way, he passed a
T-junction where, following
up a premonition that some-
thing unpleasant might hap-
pen to him, he had given
orders that a guard-post
should be mounted.

As the car got there, two
figures in the uniforms of German
military policemen walked into
the headlights of the car and sig-
nalled it to stop. The car pulled
up and one of the men enquired
if it was the General's car. He
was told it was. Then there was
a rush from all sides.

The chauffeur reached for a
pistol and was hit over the head
with a cosh. The struggling
General was dragged out of the
front seat and bundled into the
back. The car moved off again.

In the middle of his own
domain, the General had been
kidnapped by two British officers,
abetted by Cretan guerillas. The
officers, Major Paddy Leigh-
Fermor (ex-Irish Guards, later
Intelligence Corps) and Captain
W. Stanley Moss (Coldstream
Guards), were the two men in
military police uniform.

Captain Moss wrote a book

-about the adventure, but in 1945

the War Office refused permission
for it to be published. Now, after
five years, censorship has been
relaxed and the book, "TH Met
By Moonlight” (Harrap, 10s 6d),
has made its appearance, 60 pages
shorter but still mostly straight
from the diary the author kept at
the time.

There had been months of

-planning, preparation, frustration

and postponement before the
operation, Originally it was in-
tended to kidnap Kreipe's predec-
essor Muller, but he was posted.
Muller was much-hated (he was
afterwards sentenced to death by

'a war crimes tribunal), whereas

Kreipe was new to Crete; he had
been sent there for a “rest cure”
after two years on the Russian
front. However, for the purpose
of the operation, one general was
much the. same as another; it
would shake the German Army
fo find that its own high-ups were
not safe even in the middle of
their own troops.

And so, with a Cretan holding
a knife at his throat, the General
was driven off in his own car,
Captain Moss at the wheel. The
General’s main plaint was,
“Where is my hat?" It was on
Major Leigh-Fermor's head, as he
sat beside the driver, and the hat,

L H, .,,.ui

Captive on Crefe: General Kreipe, with his kidnappers. Cﬁptain W,
Stanley Moss is on left of picture, Major Paddy Leigh-Fermor on right.

with the General's pennants on
the car, was the party's passport
through the town of Heraklion
and 22 German control posts.

Eventually, the car was ditched
and the General, dismayed be-
cause he had lnst one of his Iron
Crosses in the struggle at the
ambush, was taken into the hills.

For two and a half weeks the
party lived and travelled in the
hills, passing through a cordon
of German troops hunting for
them and making their way to a
beach where they: could be picked
up by a Royal Navy vessel. The
BBC did not help matters by
announcing that the General was
being taken off the island, instead
of saying he was already on his
way to Cairo, which was the an-
nouncement planned-to give the
Germans the impression that the
party was already off the island.

During this time, the attitude
of the General was interesting.
Mostly he was co-operative; often
he was in a dream-world. He was
upset to hear -that his captors
were not Regular soldiers; he was
upset that his own career had
ceased so suddenly (it turned out
later that his promotion to lieut-
enant-general had come through
the - day after his abduction).
When he heard his ADC had been
arrested by the Gestapo, he said
he did not mind because the man
was an idiot and was due for the
sack, but he was sorry the
Gestapo had also arrested the
sentries at his billet.

The General's leg was hurt in
the ambush and he had to ride a
mule most of the time in the hills,
He fell off it once, when the
saddlestrap broke, and hurt his
shoulder, Another time he fell
20 feet down a rock fissure. To-
wards the end of the trip
he ‘was in a whimpering state
of self-pity; shortages of food,
bedding and dry ~clothing
probably contributed to his con-
dition, though he was no worse
off than his captors — ifdeed they
coddled him to some extent, for
he was a precious prisoner and
if he had decided to be obstinate

about walking, he could have
upset their plans,

At last came the appointment
with the boat:

The General looks quite happy
now. I think he'd be furious if we
were to get chased inland again.

The boat took the party to
Mersa Matruh, where they were
met by a brigadier.

The General

wasted no time in repeating the
tale of his lost Iron Cross, and this

an Enemy General

news appeared to cause the Brigadier
a certain amount of worry, He assur-
ed the General that he would issue
a five-pound reward for its return,
and he shook his head and looked
most distressed.

Next day the General was flown
to Cairo across the desert and
took great interest in the battle-
field landmarks, especially at El
Alamein, where he wanted to
know which division had held
each sector and where each
attack had been made.

It appeared that he had known
intimately most of the German com-
manders in the Afrika Korps, and it
tickled him no end to see where
old so-and-so had gone wrong or
some other old crony had made a
successful sortie,

In return, his own fate no
doubt tickled his old cronies, if
they had a sense of humour. He
lives today at Hanover, and will
probably find a morbid interest in
reading this book. (Captain Moss
15 one author who cannot be accus-
ed of flattering German generals.)

Footnote: — Captain Moss went
back to Crete to try to carry out
a repeat performance, at the
expense of General Kreipe's suc-
cessor. But this time he was
betrayed to the Germans by ELAS,
the Greek Communist guerillas,
and had to call the operation off.

Bookshelf continued overieaf

SQUADDIES THROUGH THE AGES

The Crusader

was strong and fearless, but
look what YOU'’VE got that
he hadn’t got—C.V.W.W.
bookshops in main garrisons
and a quick postal service of
books and magazines from
S.C.B.D.
r Write NOW for a copy of our weekly
ulletin BOOK NEWS, sent free on

request to units or individuals wherever
they are stationed.

Services Central

Book Depot

{W. H. SMITH & SON, LTD.)

9-13 KEAN STREET, LONDON, W.C.2
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The Men of Tyne and Tees

ETWEEN the World Wars one Territorial

Division remained almost at full strength.

‘When, late in 1938, Britain seriously
began to overhaul her military machine, this
division required less attention than many
others.

It was the 50th (Northumbrian) Division,
which bore the famous "TT" flash sym-
bolising Tyne and Tees.

Today there are memorials to men of the 50th
in many of the near-score of lands in which they
fought: in Sicily, near the pleasant-sounding
Primosole Bridge, where the Durham Light Infantry
fought their big battle against German paratroops;
in the church at Taormina, where the Division
rested after the Sicilian campaign; at Bayeux, in
the heart of the bridgehead which the Division help-
ed to capture; at Vimy, and at several other places.

The story of this Division in World War Two
has now been told by Major Ewart W. Clay, MBE,
in "The Path of the 50th,” published by Gale and
Polden at 25s. .

The 50th was motorised before the outset of the
war, and formed part of the British Expeditionary
Force. Under Major-General Sir G. le Q. Martel,
the Division “had hopes of forming part of a great
mechanised striking force in France, driving deep
into the enemy’s positions, cutting his communic-
ations and carrying on the  type of armoured
warfare which many of those in the Division had

How Much

Do You Know?

1. What's the difference be-
tween a casement and a case-
mate?

2. Corporal Smith arrives
with his platoon at a river. The
only boat is one in which two
children are playing; it will
hold two children or one man,
no more. How does the pla-
toon cross!?

3. American doctors have
been debating again whether
or not euthanasia should be
allowed. This involves: (a
Making women sterile; (b
Killing off hopelessly ill pa-
tients; (c) Curing a delinquent
by removing part of his brain;
(d) Shock treatment to make a
man recover his memory.

Which?

4. What have these places
in common: Ealing, Denham,
Shepherd’s Bush?

5. When you get a sudden
spasm of the diaphragm, and
at the same fime your gloftis
closes, what happens to you!?

6. Where would you expect
to find the famous *‘Black
Museum,” and what would
you find in it?

7. What do the letters
QWERTYUIOP mean fo you!?

Men of 50th Division left many monu-
ments (this one beside the Rhine).
But they had something to boast about.

8. Any mistakes here: ()
The city of Columbo is in
Ceylon; (b) British Colombia
is in Canada; (c) Columbia is
a South American state.

(Answers on Page 45)

cherished for a long time.”

The Division was to have its
share of cut and thrust, but not
in France this time. It was one
of the last divisions to leave the
Dunkirk beaches, after the first
of many clashes with Rommel.

This is Lieut. Backsight-Forethought
(B.F. to his friends), the hero of

Sir Ernest SWINTON, K.B.E,, C.B., D.S.O.
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the army classic
by

Major-General

B.F. has been left with 50 men to defend Duffer’'s Drift
on the Silliassvogel river. This is his chance for fame
and glory. He knows how to fight the battle of Water-
loo, has passed his examinations, and speaks French.

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
LORD WAVELL

has written the foreword

3]6 net

2, Alfred Street, GEORGE RONALD, Oxford
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In the early desert campaigns,
the 50th suffered many of the
frustrations of inadequate equip-
ment. Many vehicles had to be
kept permanently jacked up while
their wheels were used by patrol
vehicles. Only ingenious “canni-
balising” from desert scrap kept
the equipment functioning.

In June 1942 a soldier of the
Division earned the first Victoria
Cross: Private Adam Wakenshaw,
of the Durham Light Infantry. He
was serving a two-pounder anti-
tank gun on a forward slope
when his position came under
enemy fire. All the men on the
two-pounder became casualties,
including Private Wakenshaw,
and the gun was temporarily
silenced, The enemy vehicles
began to move up. Private
Wakenshaw crawled back to
the gun under intense mortar
and artillery fire and, although
his left arm had been blown off
at the shoulder, he loaded the
gun and fired five more rounds,
setting one enemy vehicle on

fire and damaging a light gun.

A near miss then killed the gun
aimer, who had been helping Pri-
vate Wakenshaw, and blew the
latter away from the gun, inflict-
ing further severe wounds. Again
he dragged himself back, placed
a round in the breech and was
about to fire when a direct hit
on the ammunition destroyed the
gun and the man still fighting it.
After the action, the body of Pri-
vate Wakenshaw was found
stretched out alongside the am-
munition box.

Other VC's in the Division
were those of Lieut-Colonel Derek
Seagrim, Green Howards; CSM S.
E. Hollis, Green Howards; and
Private Eric Anderson, East Yorks.

The full story of the Division is
very nearly the story of the war.
Just before VE-Day it was pulled
back to Britain to become a
training division, though some
units remained in 2ist Army
Group. This was one time when
no one could say that the weakest
division had been sent home.

‘Who's that?’ said the sentry

HE patrol was returning on a
Tir_eezlng night. Whispered a
shivering sentry in a slit trench:
“Who's that?”

Patrol Jeader (whispering):
“Who's that who said 'who's
that?'?”

Shivering sentry: “Who's that
who said ‘who's that?’ when I
said ‘Who's that?'?"

This choice piece of cross-talk
occurred, allegedly, on the Maas
early in 1945. It is recounted in
"The Scottish Lion on Patrol,” a
history of 15th Scottish Recon-
naissance Regiment by Captains
W. Kemsley and M. R. Riesco.

In its three years, six weeks
and three days of existence this
regiment could not complain of

lack of action. It fought from
Normandy to Elmenhorst, near
Lubeck. Except for a brief spell
under 6th Airborne Division, it was
the “eyes" of 15th ScottishDivision.

All the thrills which come to
those at the spearhead came to
the men of 15th Reconnaissance
Regiment — everything . from
machine-gun ambushes to Tiger
tanks. Distractions by the way-
side included the inevitable dis-
covery of the woman about to give
birth, and the uncovering of an
ancient field-marshal living above
a cellar with enough wine to de-
bauch a whole division.

This book may be obtained from
M. R. Riesco, 70, Coombe Road,
Croydon, Surrey; price 15s.
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“That new Quartermaster’s going to “ : ; 1
lose a lot of kit if he’s not more careful.” Just u friendly geniaof shapi serjeant.

[ BEWARE.

GuARD
DOGS

Soldier
HUMOUR

FROM THE
POLICEMAN'’S
NOTEBOOK

THE lads in Blackdown Camp
probably do not look twice
at the “‘civvy.cop’ who is in and
out of the barracks. Dimly, they
suppose he is investigating the
Case of the Borrowed Bicycle.
If he looks hard at them, it is not
necessarily because he sees them
as criminals; probably he sees
them as caricatures.

Alan Bayton was a. soldier
himself, and he just can’t escape “Don’t ‘
the military atmosphere. He |0kn' b |§st keep
joined the Welsh Guards in wad g, .- up s an "°‘”“.:
1931, achieving the rank of and see what you cdn hear.

unpaid lance-corporal. Later he

was one of the camp police at .
Pirbright, and then joined the

Surrey Police. For 18 months he

was back in khaki in World

War Two—long enough to be

booked for a *‘dusty manger”

at Sandown Park stables, where

he was stationed—and then he

was recalled to the police. -

Six 'months training as a’
Guards recruit taught him that
nothing mattered less than his
personal convenience and com-
fort. Hence he remained philo-
sophical even when called out
on his wedding night fo a fatal
“Like this—see!” accident.

“Mind you don't cut some- Hi Bifaa?=T6: “ainch’ R
body’s blooming head off!”’ old ES:&T R SR iE
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SILK FROM THE SKIES: Workers are seen (above)
disentangling a baich of 20,000 parachutes used fo suszJ
Fourteenth Army in the Burma jungle. Once salvaged,
the canopies were used again. Below: In a “boudoir”
luxuriously lined  with parachute silk, men of Sixth

Airborne establish a listening post beyond

the Rhine,

S




makers of “Jiell Gwyn” Jllarmalade

Crosbies Pure Food Co. Ltd.
SOUTHALL - MIDDLESEX

EMBERS of all Senrlces apprecna.te and enjoy the
warming, comforting nourishment of “Ovaltine’.
This delicions food beverage helps to build up
health and vigour, and to maintain cheerfulness
and confidence throughout the most strenuous day.

Try a cupful of “Ovaltine”

also at bed-time. Taken just ®
before you turn in, it will

assist you to relax, soothe

body and nerves, and do much

to ensure a really good night’s

sleep. Remember to order For Health, Strength
“Ovaltine” at your carteen. and Vitality

“Ah me! For
the second time of asking, I'll yield”’

EVEN Pillars of the Church unbend at the sight of Blue Riband. Crisp
wafers—delicious sweetmeat—all-over chocolate coating—these three
good things give Blue Riband a rriple goodness all its own. Ask for Blue
Riband—everyone’s favourite treat for all occasions.

IHJHERJBAND

CHOCOLATE SANDWICH WAFER

A GRERAY DUNN PRODUCT

Write Direct or Airmail for Fatherly Advice-Free
DON'T WANDER IN CIRCLES

GET THERE
-DIRECT!

The quickest way to the top is by
studying at home in your spare time,
guided by the world’s most successful correspondence college
Individual tuition by experts fits you for highly paid key posit-
ions, prosperity and an assured future, Write TODAY for FREE
advice on the work that interests you, on the coupon below.

CHOOSE YOUR CAREER

‘Aviation (Engineering and |Draughismanship Quantity Surveying
Wireless) Engineering Radio Service Engineering

Book-keeping G.P.O. Eng. Dept. Secretarial Examinations

Building Journalism Shorthand (Pitmans)

Carpeniry & Joinery Mathematics. Matriculation | Telecommunications

Chemistry Mining. All Subjects (City and Guilds)

Civil Service Plastics Television

Commercial Art Police Special Course Wireless Telegraphy

If your requirements are not listed above, write us for free advice

*

To DEPT.148 THE BENNETT COLLEGE LTD.
SHEFFIELD, ENGLAND

PosT = Please send me (free of charge) particulars of E

E Your private advice about . e : E

TH'S H (Cross ‘out line which does nof appiyj .

5 PLEASE WRITE IN BLOCK CAPITALS :

OUPON: -
c ¥ SidameE | e e e H
”ow' : Address . :
-Illill‘lllIlIlIlllllllllllllllllllllllllllI.lIlIIllllllllllllll'lllll.
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Fine quality single-
stone Diamond, plati-
num set, £42.10.0

Threestone Diomond
Half Hoop. Fancy
shoulders. 0

Threestone Diamond
and Sapphire cross-
over. £14.14.0

Yery fine Diamond
cluster. Nine beouti-
ful gems. £63.10.0

» 3

The firststep is the Engagement Ring. -
Write today for the JAMES WALKER SR
Ring Catalogue which brings to you, Five stone Diamond
wherever you are, a sparkling selection ' Hoo®. it
of modern gem rings faithfully repro- .
duced in full colour. Exact fo size ‘&g =
illustrations representing the thousands Cabt shepads 2
of beautiful rings available. Any gem, in  Geld Weddino;r_g.'
any size, any design. The range, value
and beauty are unsurpassed. When on
leave, the Manager of any of our 77

Branches will be pleased to give ex- { i

pert advice in the choice of the ring. N s

—_— Many styles for Men.

ames Yalrar

3L GOLDSMITH & SILVERSMITH LTD.

CENTURY MOUSE, 245 STREATHAM HIGH ROAD, S.W.16
77 BRANCHES IN LONDON AND THE HOME COUNTIES

ASPECIALLY CREATED
EXHIBITION AR UING
IN AN 1NTR|G
SETTING
id by people

Below we Show pﬁcﬁs&'ﬂnnws B

fmﬁﬁda;y%&“n from Overseas (%
Examples: R :é%';ﬁg

Some Exampies: o

MINK COATS New k»q;‘s e 130

BVER N s £690

INDIAN LAMB COPRE oy
DYED MUSQUASH ‘8{,5 £260 ;950
g960 £35

£124 £

DA TS
DYED ERMINE CON 5

i £175
X

i

¥
I
: W1
LONDON, A
STREET, g oo 5

Telephone:

THE WORLD'S LARGEST FURRIERS

THE BEST THAT
BRITAIN CAN OFFER
...to you people

away from home

Here's a grand coat with full cut that's caught
into a trim waist, Collar stands or lies flat.

Notice the lavish full skirt and wide armholes
and sleeves, Theslant pockets have two-inch flaps,
Owing toexport difficulties weareunable tooffer
the usual credit facilities overseas but this coat
can be yours on cash receipt. Buy now and
enclose 2}d, stamp for our new Spring
Catalogue showing a selection from our

extensive range of fashionable garments,

Cash Price £7:16:3
Postage, Packing
& Insurance 4/6

ANDRE DE BRETT

Jasimine LIMITED (Dept.S. 2)

5 MADDOX ST., REGENT ST. ¢« LONDON W1

HANDWOVEN TWEEDS
PURE WOOL WORSTEDS

by Post parcels, carriage paid, fully insured to members
of the Services on the Continent and Overseas, for
example: —

HANDWOVEN TWEEDS

including Trimmings

Parcel B. Men's Sports Jacket Length ...~.... £4.10.—.
Parcel C. Men's Suitlength ................. £7.10.-.
Parcel D. Ladies Costume Length ............ 88, —~.

PURE WOOL WORSTED SUITINGS

Parcel M. Trouser Length with Trimmings. ..... £3.12.6,
Parcel S. Men's Suit Length with Trimmings ... £10.10.-.

READY-MADE GARMENTS

Parcel K. Tweed Sports Jacket .............. £5.10.~.
Parcel L. Worsted Trousers. ... ............ £4.19.6.

Write for full particulars and patterns to: —

T l C H E R (London) Ltd.

84, Kensington High Street, London W.8.
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few years ago someone

digging in the ruins of

ancient Greece was sur-
prised to find a 514 BC bas-relief
of six figures playing hockey. The
shape of their sticks was some-
what different from those used
today, but there was no mistak-
ing the game.

It seems that the Greeks learn-
ed the game from the Persians
and passed it on to the Romans,
since when it has been played on
and off through the centuries. In
Britain it did not arouse much
interest until the 1880°'s when the
English Hockey Association was
formed.

The Army took up the game,
and in its usual fashion popular-
ised it in other lands. In India
hockey has become a national
game. :

The Army Hockey
Association was form-
ed early this century
(the records go back
to 1909). The English
Hockey Associalion is
divided into four divisions (north,
south, east and west) and the
Army, with the Navy and RAF,
form a fifth division. Each year
the Services play two divisions
(this year eastern and southern)
and from these games the English
teams are chosen to meet Scot-
land, Ireland and Wales.

Since the war, inter-unit hockey
in the Army has experienced\a
boom — and not only at home.
There are active associations in
Egypt, the Far East, Hong-Kong,_
Gibraltar, Mauritius, East Africa
and Malta.

Rhine Army this year adds 47
teams to the 92 from Home com-
mands. These hold their own
knock-out competitions and the
winners go to Aldershot for semi-
finals and finals, (This year the
finals will be fought on 26 April).

The ‘winning team last year, out
of 141 entries, was that of the
2nd Royal Tank Regiment from
Crookham. It is out now to:
equal the record of the 2nd
Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment,
which scored a hat-trick in 1912,
1913 and 1914. But it has a long
way to go before beating the 2nd
Battalion King's Shropshire Light
Infantry which got three winners
in a row in 1929, 1930 and 1931
and between 1926 and 1938 carried
off the cup eight times.

The Army has produced some
well-known players. The present
GOC-in-C of Southern Command,
Lieut-General O. L. Roberts, who
is president of both the Army
Hockey Association and Combin-
ed Services, has- played for
Wales. Colonel R. A. Rusbridge
(Deputy Director of Army Educat-
ion), secretary of the Army
Hockey Association from 1936 to

_ 1945, played for Ireland in 1913

and 1924. His predecessor as
secretary, Colonel M. H. Cork,
RAEC, played for Ireland eight
times between 1913 and 1933.
Lieutenant-Colonel W, C. Cook,
RAEC, who is now in Egypt, play-
ed nine times for Ireland between
1927 - and 1935. Major Denis
Coulson, of the 8th Royal Tanks,
has also played for Ireland. He is
one of the finest centre halves
and has played in every position.

An Army cup game must

BOOM IN

From Rhine Army and Home
commands, 139 Army teams this
year compete for hockey honours

Above: Puzzle—find the ball. Worried-looking goal-
keeperis the Army’s Serjeant R. Byfield. Below: Hockey
is one of the few team games both sexes play. Here a
WRNS goalkeeper is fending off a WRAC attack.

ARMY HOCKEY

Combined Services play the East.
That is CSM N.F. L. Ward on the ball.

always have at least three non-
commissioned players in it. And
teams against universities and
civilian clubs are frequently
drawn from all ranks. Private K.
McNulty, of 1st Battalion Royal
Warwickshire Regiment, is a
well-known goalkeeper. Another
‘keeper is RSM S. J. Moore, The
Buffs, now at Shorncliffe. Serjeant
D, Minihan, stationed at Bordon,
is a reliable half-back. CSM N. F.
L. Ward, of Colchester, who play-
ed for the Combined Services in
India against the Indian Olympic
team of 1947, is usually found at
centre-forward. SQMS E. Webster
of 2nd Royal Tank Regiment is
another member of the forward
line, together with England and
Olympic left-winger ~ Warrant
Officer W. O. Greene, Royal Eng-
ineers.

Officers who frequently play
for the Army today include Major
F. C. Casement, RA, now at Lark-
hill, Irish international Major J.
D. L. Dickson, RA, English inter-
national Lieutenant-Colonel R, J.
Dickinson, RAOC, and Captain J.
H. G. Deighton, Royal North-
umberland Fusiliers, both Sand-
hurst instructors, Scottish inter-
national Major F. R. Lindsay,
Royal Tank Regiment, an
Olympic representative now at
the War Office, and Captain J.
Mills, Royal Lincolnshire Regi-
ment.

Said Lieutenant-Colonel G. S.
Grimston, The Queen's Royal Regi-
ment, honorary secretary of
Army hockey: “The public schools
and clubs inform us if one of
their outstanding hockey players
is coming into the Army. Unfor- -
tunately, hockey takes about three
years to learn and so we do not
get very many names. By the
time a lad comes into the Army
he often has not had a chance
to become proficient, But it is
one of the best games for leader-
ship. It demands great concentrat-
ion and quick thinking."

BOB O’BRIEN
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Douglas" Fairbanks, the film actor,
was among those who congratulated
Lieuienant? n Boyagis, the champion.

Major-General ). E. T. Younger, president of the
Army Ski Association, insg:’ds the patrol race
team of the 1st Battalion, West Yorkshire Regi-
ment. Right: Waiting for the word *go,”
Colour-Serjeant G. Broadman, best all-rounder.
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Lance-Corporal Parnell,
a Military  Policeman,
came from Western Union
headquarters to compete.

SKI WINNERS

N the day that The Times

published Field-Marshal Vis-
count Montgomery’s now-famous
letter attacking the decadence of
modern ski-ing (he complained of
the craze for “glorified tobog-
ganing” on prepared slopes rob-
bed of all natural snow), the Army
opened its not-so-decadent ski
championships at Bad Gastein,
Austria.

In the 10-kilometre patrol race,
teams of the Rifle Brigade and
Royal Horse Guards (from Rhine
Army) and the West Yorkshire
Regiment (Austria) competed. The
Yorkshiremen finished  first, but
the Rifle Brigade proved to be
the crack shots. The Rifle Brigade,
despite set-backs in other events
won the team prize. The Slalom was
won by Lieutenant J. Boyagis,
Intelligence Corps, who retained
the title of Army Ski Champion
Colour-Serjeant G. Broadman,
West Yorkshires, was again the
Army's best all-rounder. Another
West ~ Yorkshireman, Corporal

France, won the Langlauf with 45
seconds in hand after. losing one
stick.

Captain D. W. C. Smith, RAMC,
is down to tour with the British
Rugby side “‘down under.”

RUGBY NAMES
MAKE NEWS

HE Army has high hopes of

a record Rugby season. As
SOLDIER goes to press the Army
team has not lost a game. It has
drawn with Ulster 3-3 and beaten
the Civil Service 9-8, the Terri-
torial Army 20-3, Gloucester 26-5,
Oxford University 14-8, Cam-
bridge University 20-3, Kent 22-3
and Royal Navy 16-6.

Picked to travel with the British
Rugby team to New Zealand and
Australia is a well-known Army
player, Captain D. W, C. Smith,
RAMC, who also plays wing
three-quarter for Scotland. He
captained the RAMC Depot team
this year. With him are Jack
Matthews, Welsh centre three-
quarter who also captained the
RAMC Depot team which won the
Army Rugby Cup in 1948, and G.
M. Budge, a former lieutenant in
the, Black Watch.

An Army Rugby recruit of un-
usual merit is Trooper John Hyde,
19 vyear-old Northampton wing
three-quarter, who on his first
day of National Service asked
for leave to visit Paris — which
was granted. He replaced Ilan
Bottling in the English side
against France, the first school-
boy to be chosen since 1904. Just
after being selected he was
ordered to report to Catterick.

Two more young soldiers have
been playing for their countries.
Rifleman B. M. Scott of the 1st
Battalion KRRC played for Scot-
land against Ireland and Private
W. C. Major, Welch Regiment,
for Wales against Scotland.

Trooper ). P. Hyde got spec-

ial leave to play Rugby,
on his first day in the Army.
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“These ’ere onions don’t ’arf make your eyes smart.”
“Cheer up old son! — give your boots a rub of Cherry Blossom Boot Polish
and make your feet smart as well.”
CB/JK.

A new and enlarged edition of

"Z4""ENGINEERING
- OPPORTUNITIES”

é 176 PAGES OF ADVICE & INFORMATION
“ FREE TO AMBITIOUS MEN!

A new and bigger edition of the book that has
helped thousands of men! Full details of the widest
range of successful Postal Courses in all branches of
engineering . . .the easiest and quickest way to put some
letters after lgt'mr name. Read about the benefits of our
Employment Dept. . . . the opportunities you are now
missing. What we have done for others we can do for you,
The first step is to send for your FREE copy of this unique book.

bsesrnnns POST THIS COUPON TODAY -eveveens

o ek By | e e ENGINEERIGG OPFORTONTIES. e oot &
- H ew | our =
> SUBJECT THAT su’bi:ﬂ is not listed on this coupon, tell us what infm):-:;: H

: INTERESTS YQU | rou. You may write if you prefer not fo cut this page.) =

" Good grooming plays a big part
in the sort of impression you make

= Mechanical Eng. . . . ..

EmcﬂlEng Taa NAME ... . L mg‘l t, healthy hair is
= Television . ......,. essential to ing. Fi

S ekti i 2 ILADDRESS . cssentil to good grooming. For

2 Aeronautical Eng. .. ..

= Civil Engineering . . . . over enjoy the double benefir of

Brylcreem controls the hair with-
out gumming, keeps it soft and
glossy all through the day.

County Perfumery CLtd. Honeypor Lane, S| ¢, Midds rayds 64
PAGE #1

:

SRR RIS RN RERNNENRRENRRE RN Randnns

EBGIIng 2 i s Brylcreem : (1) Day-long smart-
= Drayghtsmanship ness. (2) Lasting hair-heaith,
::nnngemonl ....... Massaged well into the scalp,
e A, Brylcreem gives the roots a
% Timber Technology ., . | - chance, encouraging natural hair
EA ML Mach. E 10 BRITISH INSTITUTE growth. Is pure, emulsifed oils
FAMICE OF ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY secagving DGR sl SivEe
Et oS, o life and lustre to Dry Hair.

FR.Ae.S. ......| 652 SHAKESPEARE HOUSE
Matriculation . . . . _ .| 17 STRATFORD PLACE
Y OTHER SUBJECTS LONDON W. 1.

THE B.LET. IS THE LEADING INSTITUTE OF ITS KIND IN THE WORLD




“LET ME
SHOW YOU—

THE MAN

YOU CAN BECOME"

Says George Walsh, the World's Greatest Body-Builder

Y “Stmply state your age and measurements (height, chesl, upper arm, wrist, hips, thigh and ankle).
In return I will send you a detailed statement of your persomal possibilities—tell you the exact
body-weight and measurements which you can reach by scientific “Body-Bulk” training. You will
also receive a copy of miy booklet “George Walsh Presents ‘RBody-Buik’ .

This service is absolutely FREE and all correspondence is sent under confidential cover.

s A Typical ¢ Body-Bulk”’ Resu11T mmmm
Name —J. L. W....

THE FAMOUS

“BODY-BULK” COURSE

Wakefield.

At Com-

mencement | 1st Lesson | 2nd Lesson | 3rd Lesson

0 End L ini i
End of Bg-of R of of home training, compiled and conducted

by George Walsh, the world’s greatest

Cpl. R. S. %ﬁ:_glﬁtt 5iti gm. 5ft.1i)i in., 5&1.1%(1);1. 5it.1120’§5|n. body.-bulldiag -suthouty, - has: slready
Age 20 218 5 5 : : raised thousands of weaklings to super
Biceps | 12%in. 13}in. 14 in. 14}in, Aokl aid hviscae. TWhethhr: v
Neck | 156}in. | 16in. | 16}in. | 16jin. g e S you hre
Thighs| 204in 21} in 22} in 23 in thin and under weight, an ordinary well-
g 2 A : : developed man or a strength athlete who
wants to move into a higher body-weight
A Typicul division — the “Body-Bulk” course is GUARANTEED to lift you to the highest degree of solid,
o % powerful muscular development.
BODY-BULK Pupil A. M. By “Body-
Pupil No apparatus is vequired. The lessons cam be  who built i
carvied out im the smallest space. The course 45" CHEST S
7 . 151" ARMS Training

PO R ¢ e Sl

measurement details for a

Free Analysis of your possibilities. Post 1o GEORGE WALSH,

WALSH INSTITUTE of

Dept. M., 29 SOUTHAMPTON BUILDIN

lasts from 3 to 6 months, according to the increases
desired. Time requived —15 to 25 minules daily.

 COMPLETE COURSE 30/-

i 1 & Send P.O. or Cash, with age, body-weight,
measurements, and increases desired. Also mention special weaknesses and defects. Or send

PHYSICAL TRAINING

GS, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON W.C1

IN WHICH SQUARE ARE YOU?

IS YOUR PERSONALITY DOU YOU HAVE | 2
GOOD? PERSONAL DEFECTS?

COULD YOU address a | ARE YOU a “‘shut-in” per-

ALL ATHLETES NEED

v‘l(,_r_,,

AL

public meeting to-night
without notes?

Have you personal cour-
age?

Can you ‘‘create’” will-
power ?

Are you a good mixer?
Can you think and talk
“on your feet’?

sonality ?

Are you handicapped by
marked shyness, inability
to “‘mix”?

Are you a prey to fears,
worry, weariness or de-
pressions ?

Do you suffer from infer-
iority complex?

EMBROCATION

IS YOUR MENTAL

ORGANISATION
FIRST-CLASS?

DO YOU HAVE a 100°%,

perfect memory ?

Are you always ‘‘mentally

alert”?

Can you planand organise ?

Can you write and talk

convincingly ?

Can you conduct inter-

views ?

ARE THERE MENTAL |4

WEAKNESSES ?

DOES YOUR mind wander ?
Do you lack mental -
energy ?

Do you put off important
decisions ?

Are you overlooked in the
race for promotion ?

Do you day-dream ?

Do you require a mental
tonic ?

The Champion
Embrocation
of Champions

Get into the habit of mas-
saging your muscles with
Elliman’s Embrocation. It will

RAPIDISM, which has developed in others (a) mental alert-

ness, (b) personal courage, can be YOUR blue-print for rapid
personal success. Send for FREE Booklet NOW.

Reduced fees to readers of this magazine
Please let me have a copy, without any obligation, of -your
FREE Booklet on RAPIDISM.

Post in unsealed envelope, stamped 1d, to
The Principal, THE RAPIDISM INSTITUTE,

292, TUITION HOUSE, LONDON, S.W. 19
or call at 235 GRAND BUILDINGS, Trafaigar Square, W.C. 2
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keep you always *‘at the top
of your form” and maintain
your muscles in such splendid

- tone that you will have
remarkable

FREEDOM FROM
STIFFNESS, SORENESS
TIRED MUSCLES

FATIGUE
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ARMY FILMS

Projecting HEALTH

OON soldier-audiences all over the world will be seeing

a film called “Health in Our Time.” It is the latest in a
series of health films made for the Army and issued by

the Army Kinema Corporation.

“Health in Our Time" is meant to fit into a soldier's training

somewhere near another film “Personal Hygiene,

made a year ago.

“Personal Hygiene” breezily
demonstrated how a man could
guard his own health. “"Health in
Our Time" demonstrates what is
done by the Army to keep him fit

It starts off by recalling the
health services, mostly taken for
granted, which benefit a man in
private life. The Radio Doctor
gives a commentary. Then the
Royal Army Medical Corps takes
over, to explain why there are
special health precautions in the
Army and the part the Army
health organisation plays. Finally,
the lesson is rammed home with:
an account of the part played by
the Army's health services in the
Burma campaign and its effect on
the fortunes of the campaign.
There could be no better example

These two films treat their
subjects in a general way. They
are designed to show a recruit
why the Army takes an interest
in aspects of his life which,
outside the Army, would be just
his own private business.

Most of the other health films
in the Army Kinema Corporation’s
library — and there are 65, of

which was

lesson. In one of them, Stanley
Holloway's Sam (“Pick Oop Tha
Moosket”) copes with water
purification.

This again is the subject —
and title — of another film in a
more technical class. It shows
the whole process of supplying
water to troops in the field. In
the same class is “Sanitation in
the Field,” which covers the
sanitary arrangements needed for
a short halt, a longer halt, a
temporary camp and for sup-
plementing the amenities of a
village. Films like this are
designed mainly as parts of
courses on health subjects for

specialists, but they are also
available for specialists who
want them to help train non-
specialists.

And finally there are highly
technical films, like “Field
Psychiatry for the Medical
Officer,"” which takes 45 minutes,
and "The Treatment of Jaw

Injuries in the Field,"” which takes
65 minutes. They are both
intended for medical audiences
only.

which 30 were made specially for
the Army — are more specialised.
Their subjects range from ve-
nereal disease to brushing of teeth,
from the care of the feet (on
which there is a special film for
the Women's Royal Army Corps)
to the work of hospital teams.
“Borne on Two Wings,” a
coloured cartoon film, tells all
about malaria in 18 minutes;
“You too can get Malaria" is a
straight film which follows it up
Two nine-minute animated black-
and-white cartoon films remind
troops about general healtl
precautions in the tropics.
There is a whole series of
Hygiene Flashes, lasting three to
five minutes each and designed
to fit into normal film pro-
grammes and bring home one

The following films will shortly be shown al Army Kinema Corporal-
ion cinemas:

FRANCIS

"HE trouble with having a talking mule which will talk to nobody

but his owner is that nobody will believe the owner. Anyway that
is what happens to an American lieutenan! (Donald O’Connor) who
happens to meet Francis under Japanese fire in Burma. And the poor
lieutenant is whisked away o a psychopathic ward where Nurse Zasu
Pitts makes him weave ever bigger and better baskets. But Francis the
mule is undelerred: he plans bigger and betler operations against the
Japanese and discovers a beauliful spy (Patricia Medina). Finally, he
even lalks lo a general, which is one thing most Army mules would
no doubt give their ofil fore-legs to do.

THE SPIDER AND THE FLY

It may sound far-fetched, but this story, say the producers, is a true
one from the archives of the Paris Sireté (the French “Yard'). It is
about a Parisian bank robber and a policeman who are friends and
in love with the same girl., War comes, and the two men work together

COMING YOUR WAY

in a dangerous counter-espionage exploit, which they bring off, only to
have their triumph ruined. Eric Portman plays the Sireté man, Nadia
Gray the girl and Guy Rolfe the crook.

EAST OF JAVA

As ils name suggests, this is a sultry South Sea island affair with
whisky under the mosquito nels, sex under the punkah and death
under the rattan roof. Stars: Macdonald Carey, Shelley Winters and

Helena Carver.
SOUTH OF SAINT LOUIS

The complications of gun-running in the American Civil War, added
to 'love tangles and Iwisted loyalties, create plenty of action ior
Joel McCrea, Alexis Smith, Zachary Scott and Dorothy Malone.

WHEN MY BABY SMILES AT ME

Show business, with the Grable legs involved in what the sludio
calls "a heavy dramatic assignment.” But they get plenty of music
for dancing. With Belly Grable are Dan Dailey, Jack Oakie and June
Havoc.
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FIRST-CLASS, BUT ...

which I had far better than the ception was made to this rule when
. Mkt _ namby-pambyism that has become .a Highlander was “on the boards,”
zilféjli)?lltﬁfv:so:difsitf ciltasr:f::ﬂgg;e the rule today. performing Highland dances in a
' = * This is not the petty cry of a team, when members of the opposite
madta even. more mten_astmg bY Blimp, but an appeal to all ranks to sex were 3lways present. Then the
the inclusion of more pictures of co-operate in the cultivation of per- order was trunks, which were sup-
the people and their way of life sonal pride. — Seli-Respecting CSM posed to be of the same tartan as
in the lands occupied by British ~(name and address supplied). the kilt.
troops. It would help the British

As none of us had these trunks
soldier to realise he was serving UNDER THE KILT we had to make do with dark colour-
to maintain a very high standard

ed swimming trunks and I believe it @ SOLDIER welcomes leters.
nal ! ; I read with interest the two letters oo 4150 compulsory to wear these. Th?rﬂ is not space, however,
of living in his home country, a in your March edition on what a Thyus the rule was: at normal times to print every letter of interest
standard which is not valued by Scotsman does not wear under his tnnks forbidden; when dancing, Treceived; all correspondents
the majority of the British public kilt. May I add my own small eX- gofinitely to be worn. must therefore give their full
simply because they do not perience? There are stories that the men of names and addresses. Ans-
% h . At a boxing match organised by ; i ;
realise how other nations live, s At B e Fendian Tt shOetl kilted regiments are forbidden to wers cannot be sent to col-
1 would also like to see motes _gq.. th s TR Scottisz stoop to retrieve a fallen article in Jective addresses.

and pictures of Dominion Forces provided a piper to amuse the crowd ;heks“‘f’e‘ or to C‘““_‘:, to the upper  Anonymous or insufficiently
and some general articles on between bouts. He certainly succeed- guow whe ] O P

foreign armies. — Sjt. F. Booth,

2 know whether these are true, but I ﬁd:rgmd letters are not p“b'
ed. When he swung his leg up 0 4o know that I had no illusions shead.
50 Supply Depot, RASC, BTA. duck through the ropes into the 1ing ywhatever about what would have Pl s
% What do other readers think? there were guffaws from the boys happened to me had I been caught @ Please do not ask for in-
and squeals from their Italian lady wearing anything under my kilt. formation which you can get
PERSONAL PRIDE friends. The piper, however, gave no
As a Regular with my heart and

r Mr. E. G. Hodkinson, c/o The Stafi, in your own orderly room or
?_1g_nhofdemlbar_rassment. thn !:ehhag The Bolton Royal Infirmary, Bolton, from your own officer, thus
. 5 inishe playing, an expecian us! Saviﬂ ti n 5
i the Keior, ;Yde]l:::;; the in"  fel} on the hall as he approached the T GiAiene: and\basi

¢ in. tti
ranks (including officers) to soldiers’ ;t:‘];ées l:_?:é: (ii ﬁgaic;g; (::l;rg?‘ﬁ?; FORCED MARCH
turnouts. Apparently this indiscipline i een the two bottom ropes. Then
::So;;'&tel?:;ddsgi‘g?ic“t;s tell 1?33125 he.dl".‘?ﬁ‘;'li %;JT]Y,E If“;ld the halii' forced march at the beginning of By seven nexi morning, when lenis
body to do a thing and expect him z:?;rched ant a_ qgl‘iriaﬁo;;oulfl];" the last century. They marched from were piiched, the column had cover-
to do it at once, without backchat. (name and a(irlress supplied) Suez to Cairo to join the Anglo- ed 26 miles. The Arab guides then
Or is this stock use of the word P! 5
“democracy” a cloak under which

Turkish force advancing on Cairo, pointed out thal the heal was so
During my Army service I served then held by the French. Can you great that if the camels were allowed
- weaklings hide because they haven't

with the Pipes and Drums of the 1st, give me more details, please? — 1o rest they could not be moved again
the guts to get things done as they 5th, and 10th Battalions and the Capt. R. A. Duncan, Royal Piomeer without water, so at 11 am the
ought to be done? I have no desire Depot of the Black Watch and I can Corps, Fayid, MELF 15. march was resumed. The heat,
to return to the “'good old days” but safely inform your readers that it which had dropped
1 feel sure that

1 believe that the Royal Irish pork which, sensibly, he threw
Rifles established the record for a away. ;

* Although the march was not to 86 degrees

the present-day was most strictly forbidden to wear claimed as a record, it was certainly during the night, was now 109 de-
recruit would, on the whole, learn any trunks or underwear of any an outstanding feat of endurance. grees. By one o'clock the men were
to appreciate the kind of training description beneath the kilt. An ex- ‘‘The History of the Royal Irish slraggling so badly that officers cut
Rifles 1793 — 1912* their baggage oif the camels and
says that on 6 June put as many men as possible on them.
1801, at 6 pm, three . The Khamseen, or south wind, be-
companies of the 86th gan to blow al two o’clock and the

Regimeni began their lemperature rose to 116 degrees, bul
march on Cairo.

the column struggled on until four.
Three pinis of water Officers and men suffered from
per man were car- giddiness and loss of sight, olhers
ried on camels and

fell down gasping for water. Some
each man was issued water skins were now found lo be

with a ration of salt cracked and the water had become

MTLLL]
punuess®

saansmas®

o supnuunss

sanaunus’

LI

apnsusn®

P LA

PAGE 44

i w FORM Y

: gor1zmonthssub 2
H Lvidually or in butk 00 L% ook or BAFSY. 3
H SOLDIER may he‘g;d;;::;gg;m Order, cheave ona :
: scription: poymen RATES les) 65 :
: for next 12 issves (12 m':ion enquiries should H
: o i, ® SO, Tumber :
: Stamps ey —
# 4 t ,t ’ : 3 R s ; der form H
P et e e M st et il theirorder .
e "M Md"f Wal«t B S et | Low Countries shobld e ot BAOR 3. 2
i Readersin BAO“-BTA'BE:?!R;:\‘“‘“ Army . 'ﬁgso"mﬂ' ﬂ':::'d:?dm’ :
t T Jo Distribution Mancetly, g 1o ';Cog.::‘anQomml';‘a’A erbiay Unit, Tha i
¢ . king rem and in ritish Arm tal orders o
a 666 S O L D I E R : ;::“rsgover? Ult:‘ltl'::tgup'- SOLDlE\iI‘\!' Eﬁ;\“ |:|5 Cﬂ:; :hsq}:i:?d (No. 1 BANU) -=
= for are, Cash -
2 Office, 58 Eaton SATLLL 1o «Distrh TR Y3
O matter in which part of the world you are serving, 3 shevd ™™ 2 i R L sopeT Ry
you should make sure of seeing SOLDIER. please SUPPIYe-ciettT COPERRGOS S
It tells you about the rest of the Army and it tells the rest - e R SR AT issue
of the Army about you, with a touch of entertainment in  } peginning Wit N S T e e R
the bargain. ‘ : Wity RO R e 2 T
Don’t forget that your friends and relatives are interested in : To-.—N"‘Mm;,' ...............................
what you are doing. Send your copy home when you have read it. T e S R B e ety KT S
If your unit does not order SOLDIER in bulk, you can send off T SRR SRR S T
the form on this page, or if you do not wish to cut your copy you o R I T e
may send the appropriate details in a letfer. £ seril 1l Order/Cheaque Mot
The president of the regimental institute, or similar officer, : Enclosed please find Pos
who orders the magazine in bulk for re-sale receives a discount :
for unit funds. H




That Territorial Decoration

N December, under the heading "“Cheapened,” SOLDIER

published a letter from “Territorial Adjutant” who com-
plained that the new rules governing the award of the Territorial
Efficiency Decoration had cheapened it almost to the status of a
campaign star. He also asked why officers holding the Territorial
Decoration were allowed to put the letters “TD" after their
names, while Other Ranks who held the Territorial Medal had no

right to use the letters “TM."

HE new rules aim to wmake

the Territorial Decoration more
truly an award for efficient vol-
untary service in the Territorial
Army. Previously, the qualifying
period was 20 years (not necessarily
continuous), with war service couni-
ing double. So long as an officer
was on the active Territorial lst it
was not necessary for him to attend
camps or drills, but he had to be
certified efficient and deserving of
the award.

As from 8 April, 1949, qualifying
service has been reduced lo 12 years,
and must be continuous. “‘Double
service’' s abolished and an officer
must attend at least 1o annual
camps and at least 25 lraining
periods yearly.

It was realised that abolition o f
“double service’ would have, re-
percussions; if strictly emforced, it
would penalise those who hoped to
veckon their 1939—45 service as

Below is a reply from an authoritative quarter:

terms initiate the privilege of putting

double. The visk of greatly in-
creasing the numbers eligible for
the Decoration was accepted on the
principle that no individual shouwld
be allowed to suffer because of the
new vegulations. The change-over
period will be brief; then the full
effect of the new rules will be fell.

It s not correct that the new

TD after an officer’s name. This
vight was granied in 1908, before
that, officers awarded the Volunteer
Officers Decoration could put the
letters VD after their names.

Since officers accept higher ves-
ponsibilities than their men, they
ave granted a decoration, which may
carry with it the privilege of using
letters after the name, instead of a
medal. If this privilege were widened
to holders of the many medals for
long and efficient sevvice the use
of post-nominal letters would be-
come valueless.

evil-smelling and thick. Those who
drank it vomited. A liltle Madeira
wine was distributed, with the rest
of the water mixed with rum.

Belween six and seven o'ciock thal
evening the wind died and the
column moved off again. Breaking
their march beilween eleven o'clock
and four next morning they Kkept
going until the springs oi El Hanka,
12 miles from Cairo, were reached
on the afternoon of 8 June.

They had marched 78 miles in less
than 48 hours, with only three pinis
of water per man and no food.
Sevenieen men had been left behind
in the desert. Of these eight got
through to El Hanka, the others died.

FAMILY ALLOWANCES

I am a Regular serving on a

normal engagement, but because I
enlisted and re-enlisted ~ outside
Britain I and my family, who are in
Burma with me, do not qualify for
special family allowance or cost of
living allowance. This reduces my
emoluments by some fifteen shillings
a week, Why should I be in a dis-
advantageous position compared with
my comrades who enlisted in Britain?
— SQMS R. Peniold, No. 1 Base
Supply Depot RASC, c/o BAPO 1.
% The issue of special family allow-
ance and cosl of living allowance lo
soldiers who enlisted outside Britain
- on regular engagemenis is at present
under consideration, A decision is
expected soon.

FROM A WIFE

It seems nowadays that a soldier's
wife catches up with her husband
only to see him disappearing to some
other part of the world. At least that
has been my fate for the last 12
years. Now my husband has gone to
Hong-Kong on a three-year posting
and, with the chance of getting mar-
ried quarters apparently very slight,
this means we shall have practically
no married life at all. Why cannot
family men have a break of a couple
of months in the middle of their three
years overseas tour? Eighteen months
wouldn't seem quite so bad; three
years seem endless. Someone will say
that I shouldn't have married a sol-
dier, but I really do not sea why we
should not have a year or two to-

gether, Failing that, let's have a bit
of leave from overseas if only to
show the children they really have
got a father. — Mrs. M. Yeats, No.17,
‘W. Block, Fenham Bks., Newcastle.

DISTURBING

Men who return with their

families from overseas, and are ac-
commodated in families camps, are
not granted disturbance allowance.
When the soldier is posted overseas
again and the wife follows him he
does get disturbance allowance, but
this is only one allowance for two
disturbances. Could not families
camps be regarded as married
quarters for the purpose of disturb-
ance allowance? — Cpl. L M.
Aitchison, No 1 Trmng. Bn., REME,
Blandiord Camp, Dorset.
% Families camps are classed as
furnished Governmen! quarfers, bui
under Para 19 of ACI 1076/1948,
disturbance allowance ceased to be
payable to Other Ranks from 1 Ocl-
ober 1949, if furnished Government
quarters were occupied.

FAIR’S FAIR

In answer to Sjt. A. G. Croucher,
whose letter on the subject of Edu-
cational Certificates appeared in the
January issue of SOLDIER under the
title of “Is it Fair?” we would
heartily endorse the opinion express-
ed by SOLDIER.

Sjt. Croucher’'s remarks
omission of citizenship, current
affairs and map-reading in civilian
schools proves that he 'is not
acquainted with the curriculum of
the majority of our modern second-
ary schools., While these subjects
may not be taught as such, they
enter into the advanced stages of
several other subjects.

Presumably, when Sjt. Croucher
leaves the Army, he will expect
civilian employers to recognise his
Army qualifications, as they will do.
Why is he prejudiced, therefore,
against the Army’'s acknowledgement
of the examinations of our univers-
ities which are the seats of learning
recognised throughout the world? —
Two Matrics (names supplied),
Serjeants’ Mess RAOC, Austria.

 (More Letiers on Page 46)
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more LETTERS

LEFT HIS LEAVE

In your January issue “Veteran"
says he has done 15 years unbroken
overseas service since he went to
India in 1932. 1 would point out that
he must have been due for home
leave or free furlough from India
before the war started. If he prefers
to stay overseas, all well and good,
but I do not think that is any reason
for criticising the present-day soldier
who does want his leave., — Ex-
§/Sjt. RASC (name and address sup-
plied).

SIX MONTHS

When I re-enlisted on a short-
service engagement, one of the main
inducements which influenced me
was the Press recruiting campaign
statement that it was War Office
policy to permit all short-service men
to serve the last six months in
Britain. Now I am given to under-
stand that the exigencies of the
service are, and always have been,
such that it is impossible to put this
into practice.

I am also given to understand that
if I am not posted home until due
for release I will get no disembarkat-

ion leave and that this being so I -

cannot add to it the 21 days local
leave which 1 have accumulated
with the idea of taking it in Britain.
If. War Office policy were carried
out, in addition to serving my last
six months in Britain I would get
some 53 days leave. I have lost all
this through no fault of my own.
‘Would it not be possible to grant
the leave after the engagement has
ended? This would be some com-
pensation for losing the last six
months in Britain and would be of
great assistance in resettlement. —
Sjt. R. Glén, RAPC, HQ Singapore Dist.
+* SOLDIER is iniormed thal regulal-
ions have in no way been tightened
up since Serjeant Glen re-enlisted;
in fact he is now eligible for more
leave annually than he was then.
Disembarkation leave, has never

been admissible for men relurning lo’

Britain on release and therefore no
accumulaled privilege leave can be
added to it. The terms of the shori-
service engagement are that the last
six months may be done in Britain
subject to the exigencies of the
service. So iar, unfortunately, the
exigencies have been such that shori-
service men cannot be posted home
until they are due for release. Men
with longer periods of service lo
their credil may be posted home be-
cause they are more in need of a
“look around" before returning to
civilian life.

PAYING HIS WAY

After completing 19 years of my
21 years engagement I wish to claim
a free discharge from the Army.
According to ACI 768/48 a soldier
who is granted free discharge on
War Office authority is entitled to a
passage home at public expense if
he is serving overseas. Yet [ am told
I have to pay my own fare. Can you
explain this please? — Sjt. E. S.
Taylor, “C" Sqn., 3rd Royal Tanks,
c/o BAPO 1.

* The clause in ACI 768/48 refers lo
those men whose purchase price has
been fully remitted on compassionate
grounds. A soldier who claims iree
discharge afler 16 years service
without any compassionate grounds
is held to have broken his conlract
in the sume way as a man who buys
his discharge. He must therefore pay
his own fare back lo Britain.

NO SENIORITY

In January 1946 1 completed my
engagement and was transferred to
the Reserve. In November 1948 I
re-enlisted to complete 22 years with
the Colours. I was told that I would
have to start again as a private,
which I did. If and when I am pro-
moted to serjeant again can I claim
my previous period in the rank as
service for seniority? — A/Sjt. H. M.
Sawyer, ist Bn.,, The King's Regt.,
BAOR 24,

* No. When re-enlistment is per-
milled aiter an absence of more than
12 months from the Colours a man
loses any entitlement to previous
rank and seniority.

IN THE BAND

ACI 889 of 1949, which deals with
time . promotion for band serjeants,
states that only substantive rank
counts towards time promotion to
either staff-serjeant or WO II. I was
promoted war substantive serjeant
(and appointed band serjeant) in
Sept 1941 and have held this rank
and appointment ever since. Does
the ACI mean that none of this
service counts towards time promot-
ion? — Band Sjt. B. W. Brown, The
North Staiis.,, Whittington Bks.,
Lichfield.

% An amendment to this ACI is being
issued. Providing service was render-
ed in an appoiniment in an approv-
ed band establishment, previous
service as a substantive,
stantive, or acling serjeant in the
appoiniment of band serjeant or
trumpet major may be reckoned
towards the first step in promotion
(frem serjeant to stafi-serjeant).

of a world that is new.

? minute sermon

THE only guarantee of hope in a hopeless world is the fact
to which Easter bears witness. The Resurrection means far
more than that someone rose from the dead two thousand years
ago: it means far more than the belief in human immortality.
Immortality is concerned with life after death. Resurrection s
linked with life here and now; ifs subject matter is human
history and it means that new life can come into this world,

The Christian has no warrant to believe that any nation or
civilisation is indestructible, or that the purpose of God is fied
to any human institution or any particular culture. We shall
deceive ourselves if we imagine that we can cling to the old
order of things. But if our ideals and desires are based on faith
in the Resurrection we shall not make that mistake; we shall be
ready to abandon much and to risk much. For we shall know
that to accept death is to find a life which is more complete. The
tragedy is not in the death of an old world, however lovely
and however glorious it may have been. The real tragedy is
in the futile effort to keep alive a world that is dying. The true
glory of Easter is discovered when we stand on the threshold
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NO SHORTHAND PAY

Over the past year I have taught
myself Pitman's Shorthand in my
own }ime. Article 1066 of the Pay
Warrant states that officers and
soldiers attaining a certain standard
in shorthand may be entitled to a
reward of £7. Shall I be eligible for
this? — S/Sjt. T. B. Baldwin, HQ
North Malaya Sub District, c/o GPO
Taiping. 3
* Army Order 125 of 1946 blocked
the award for shorthand proficiency,
along with many other forms of
addition to pay.

CERTIFICATE “A"”

While in a cadet unit I passed the

examination for Certificate "A". Am
1 entitled to wear the badge in the
Army and if so where should it be
worn? — Tpr. J. Caine, Scout Car
Tp., HQ Sqn.,, HQ 7th Armd. Div.,,
BAOR 23.
%* When they join the Army, holders
of Certificate A" should continue
to wear the badge while they are at
basic training units and iraining
regiments. Il is discarded when they
are posted to units or when they
have done three months service. The
badge is worn on the right sleeve
six inches from the top of the sleeve
and above badges cf rank.

The idea of the badge is to give
the wearer some visible reward for
the work put in to gain it and to help
instructors to pick out the recruits
who have had some previous military
training.

OLD SOLDIERS

Can you please tell .me the four

.oldest Regiments now existing in the

Regular Army? Which is older, the
Queen's Royal Regiment or the Royal
Regiment of Artillery? — Gnr. W.
Benham, 64th Trng. Regt., RA, Milne
Lines, Park Hall Camp, Oswestry.

% The Royal Scols, raised in 1633
for French service, are the oldest
Regiment. Next come the Coldstream
Guards in 1650. A batlalion of the
Grenadier Guards was raised in Flan-
ders in the spring of 1656, while
Charles II was in exile, but the date
given in the old Army lisls for the
official raising cf the Regimeni is
August 1660. The Royal Horse Guards
were raised on 26 January 1661 and
the Queen's Royal Regimenl on
30 September of the same year. The
Royal Regiment of Artillery was
not raised until 1716.

One of the original troops of the
Life Guards was raised in 1658, but
the regiment was not organised until
1788. The Honourable Artillery Com-
pany is the oldest of all, having been
raised in 1537, but as il is now a
Terrilorial unit it cannot be counled
as an existing regiment of the
Regular Army.

MACHINE-GUN GUARDS

‘When, during World War One, was
the Guards Machine-Gun Regiment
formed and when was it disbanded?
What regiments in the Household
Brigade helped to form it? How many
battalions were in it and what
national emblems were included in
the cap badge? — Arm/Sjt. A. J.
Parsons, 1st. Bn. Grenadier Gds.,
MELF 1,

% When the Guards Division was
formed in September 1915, it includ-
ed Brigade Machine-Gun Companies.
On 1 February 1917 these companies
were welded into the Guards
Machine-Gun Battalion, which in turn
became known as the Machine-Gun
Guards later that year or early in
1918. The cap badge of the Machine-
Gun Guards was a five-pcinted star
in while metal, each point being a
bullet, and belween the poinls were
a grenade, rose, thisile, shamrock
and leek.

On 10 May 1918 the Machine-Gun
Guards became the Guards Machine-

-
- -
- -

SOLDIER
ARTISTS

EVERY year the Army Art
Society holds an exhibit-
ion in London. The pictures
reflect scenes in almost all
couniries. where the British
soldier finds himself.

Last year the display at the

it

Imperial Institute contained
388 exhibits, including oils,
water  colours,  drawings,

pastels and sculpture. A fair
number of exhibits were
bought and the full purchase
price was paid to the artists.

All ranks of the Army, the
Royal Navy, the Royal Air
Force and the Royal Marines,
men or women, may submit
works. The next exhibition
will be held in the Autumn.

Rules and details from the
Hon. Secretary: Lieut-Col. A.
G. Armstrong, 19 Knights-
bridge Court, Sloane Street,
London SW 1.

Gun Regiment, consisting of five
battalions — the 1st and 2nd Life
Guards Battalions, the Royal Horse
Guards, the Foot Guards and the
reserve battalion. The badge was
then changed fo crossed machine-
guns on which was ‘the Garler sur-
mounted by a crown (not to be con-
fused with the badge of the Machine-
Gun Corps, which had no garter).
The Guards Machine-Gun Regiment
was disbanded on 31 March 1920.

FOURTH OF FOOT

I read with interest the article
headed "'A Show-Place In A Show-
Place” in your February issue. You
refer to The King’s Own Royal
Regiment as the 34th of Foot. This
is wrong, of course. The 34th of Foot
is The Border Regiment and The
King's Own Royal Regiment is the
4th of Foot. — Maj. J. B. Underwood,
Commanding, Depot, The King’s Own
Royal Regt.

Answees—

(from Page 34)

" How Much Do You Know?

1. Casement: hinged window; case-
mate: vaulted chamber in the thick-
ness of a fortress wall. 2. Corporal
Smith sends the two children to the
far side. One of them brings back the
boat, gets out, and a soldier ferries
across. . The second child then returns
with the boat. This operation is
repeated until all are across. 3. (b).
4, All are, or have been, film-making
centres. 5. You hiccup. 6. At Scotland
"Yard; relics of famous crimes. 7. They
are the letters in ‘the upper row of
typewriter keys, reading from left to
right. 8. (a) Colombo is in Ceylon;
(b) British Columbia is in Canada;
(c) Colombia‘is a South American
state.
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LENNARDS BIG RANGE of MEN’S SHOES

Renowned the world over

h

MS401. Gent's full Brogue Shoe in
rich antique shade of Brown. Fine-
grained leather finished with med-
ium-weight solid leather sole and
heel. An exceptionally smart and
attractive shoe, suitable for wear in

IN LENNARDS 1950
EXPORT CATALOGUE
WILL BE FOUND MANY
SMART STYLES OF DEP-
ENDABLE FOOTWEAR FOR

MEN - WOMEN
and CHILDREN

@ We are now able to offer

British Personnel — wherever

they may be — the advant-
ages of export prices.

MS461. Gent's Brown Oxford Styled
Shoe, of good quality smooth leather.
Designed on special easy-fitting com-
fort last and finished with patent
“Wondergrip" non-slip sole and heel.
This extra quality shoe is offered at
the absurdly low price of

Per Pair 2819

town and country.

34/6

WRITE NOW FOR

FREE CATALOGUE

DEPT. G. 2

LENNARDS MAIL ORDER STORES*BRISTOL*ENGLAND
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Medicines—like people—are judged first - ——

|

and foremost by what they do. Above, we 'stress
a few of the many things that ‘ASPRO’ does—and does quickly. These
claims are proved and demonstrated every minute of the day. For there
is always somebody, somewhere, who is taking ‘ASPRO’ and experiencing
the great relief it brings. *‘ASPRO’ is safe and effective because it helps
Nature to put you right. It leaves a feeling of well-being—has no harmful

after-effects whatever. The purity of ‘ASPRO’ is unrivalled ; each

tablet comes to you separately sealed—untouched by hand,

P -
§ v LET unharmed by the moisture of the air

*ASPRO’ uses are legion—its results are sure.

. Y L-1""74
the tablet up and of
‘ASPRO’, like any other medicine, should not bs

’ o'Ser" Two simple methods of giving 'ASPRO’ to the

7 PR ‘fr d n a p
jam. The dose is : children 3 to é years, | tablet ;
given to babies under 3 years of age without

COME TO YOUR AJID
kiddies are : (a) with a l!ttl. llfl“k: or (b) break

.. for |.|||.D
'sf E"T toc 6 to 14 years, | tablet ; 14 to. I8 years, I} tablets,
FROM N.A.A.F.I. CANTEENS  Mude by ASPRO LIMITED, A 0
" AND CHEMISTS EVERYWHERE Slough, Bucks

-youll have a
job for gd

Here’s “ Loll ” Moriarty of Bank Hall -
Colliery—a clerk pre-war, who served
with the R.AF. from 1939 to 1945.
“You can earn money in Mining
and you know it’s a job with a future,”
he says. You get training with pay;
learn an interesting, worth-while job,
and the minimum wage for adult
underground workers is £5/15/- a week.
Skilled face-workers earn on the average
between £9 and £10. Best of all, you >
know your future’s secure in the Jiﬁ
Country’s coalmines! e

JOIN THE MINERS
= NOW!

e S T T T S ST IR S T T L O S TN - e O
Issued by the Ministry of Labour and National Service in compunciion with the National Coal Board
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If you're soon due for demob. call at any
Colliery or Employment Exchange when
next on leave and ask about the oppor-
tunities in Mining.




CAROL MARSH
— J. Arthur Rank
Serene is the mien
W Of the queen of this scene,
(To sing of her hair-do
Is more than we dare do).

i
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