






































I Whethe+ ,it is  a questidn of building 
an iron lung, or flying a team loo0 miles 
to repair an X-ray apparatus, 20 Crafts- 
men are always ready to help the sick 

AND k N  THE MIDDLE EAST- 
J I 
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This faonome-looking opparatur is Q M c K ~ ~ t o n  portobk 
armulhehc unit. PI good as new and ready for tasting. 

\REME Sharpens the Scalpels 
T AI&& w.l Suez 1. the Cuul  Zoae of Egypt, SO Army 
erammSn am rctphg to 6ght dlwue, kf.rg( .ad akk- A neas by thdr hbom h the workshops d the 

Pquir secllon. BEME -the only lalt of Its h the Mlddle 
En& and probably Ln the BrItlsh Anmy. 
Surgical instruments wear out or are damaged in the course 

of difficult operation$. This  Section takes on the full range of 
mllntenance and repair werk which, in himin, is normdy 
done by highly skilled civilian technicians or even by the 
manufacturers. Without this unit, the doctors and Burgeons 
of 18 hospitals in 14 countries would have  difiiculty in 
carrying on. 

From the sharpening and electro-plating of surgical scusors and 
*alpels to the repair and testingof a n a d e t i c  and oxygen apparatus 
it all comea the same to craftsmen whose qualihcatibn. embrace 
fifty percent of all REME trades. a record for ao SOMU a unit. They 
are ready to work in metal. wood or leather. 

Not all the.work is done at Ataka, for the Section a1.0 provides 
mobile X-Ray iepair t e a m  which have travelled by air. had ,  and 
sea to hospitals in Tripoli. Benghazi. Khartoum. Aden, Anmar%. 
C M m ,  and Iraq. 

But for the tact and diplomacy of the team concerned, one such 
trip might well have ended in disaster. Sent to tb~ Dodecanese to. 
assist the Creeks in transferring ao X-Ray equipment from one is- 
land hospital to another. two.- found themselves up a g h t  the 
understandable but misguided possessiveness of the reudent physic- 

ian who, o h g  to the language difficulty, completely misunderstood 
their intentions. Convinced that the soldieps were w i n g  to steal 
the apparatus. he enlisted the support of the local mayor (who 
happened to be his brother). who in turn raised the populace against 
the unfortunate pair The irate islanders had.got to the stone- 
throwing stage ,before the craftsmen's good humoured persuasion 
and iolipired sign-language saved the day. Even then, the W E  men 
did not get the X-Ray- but at least they got away with whole skins. 

Inevitably, the nature of their work has brought . ~ e  men of the 
Surgical Repair Section into direct contact with sickness and suffe 
ing. A recent case was when an i ron  lung had to be fitted aboar 
the hospital ship Dorselshire to accommodate a 19-year-old gi~ 
stricken by infantile paralysis. There were many technical obstacle! 
hut nevertheless the iron lung was successfully installed. On arrivi 
at Port Said, the REME officer in charge remained to ensure tha 
eveiything was working correctly. Such occasions serve to remin, 
the craftsmen that, in the Middle East, they are indeed the surgeon' 
second link of defence. 

unH took over. the Union Jock goes  up. 

furt. It was an Wer course than 
recruiting medical officers in 
Britain. especially as at that time 
Government ofeciais were itn- 
titled to free medicical services. 
Now., with the introduction of 
the N a t m ~ l  Health Scheme, they 
must all pay the appropriate con- 
tribukion, as in Britain. 

A buiEdihg which had formerly 
b e n  a big German nuraing home 
was requisitioned ad re-equipped 

' up to British standards. 
It was an -enclave of Britain 

iu the heart of America. Across 
'the road, American cars queued 
up for petrol3 military police 
Jeeps stood outside a police post 
. d t h  engines W g  over; next 
door the Stars and Stripes flew 
over an A d c a n  hospital. 
"We'll show them something." 

said the omcers and men of the 
Reception Station. While the 
normal working of a medical 
centre continued, men off duty 
painted fences. put up signs. 
potlshed door handles and ckan- 
ed up generally. 

Ibe garden was a sorry mess. 
Years of neglect had turned it 

' 

into a wildernw. Soil was im- 
potted from the country. laid and 
carefully tended. Gravel patha 
were put down. Flowers were 
planted, hedges trimmed. 

"It took time;' said Sjt. J. W. 
Blanchard, :'but, by golly. it was 
worth it. By the time we  had 
finished we had the b e e  looking 
Reception Station in Germany." 

Indoora everything was done 
to preserve the atmoaphere of a 
first class nursing home. Flowers 
brightened the w a d ;  carpets 
appeared in the waiting room, 
where there were already cheer- 
ful chink fUrt.4fw and comfo 
able chairs. , . - 

A plan for pmerving hu 
and-vegetables was introduced to 
'vary patients' diets. Glass jars 
full of chutney. tomatoes .an4 
f ~ i t ~ ,  all bottled "on the pre- 
mises." soon lined the stoses , - 
and the patients benefited. 

A canteen was built in the 
basement of the Reception Station 
and the re$t rooms were made. 
as cheerfal as possible. 

Said Pte. D. Curtis: "One of 
the hest billets I've evei had." 

On the lighter side, the unit has had many amusing "off the re- 
c o r d  requests. One of these was when the Royal Navy called for a 
spot of "combined ops" engineering in the form of emergency xepairs 
to a dropped chronometer. The job was given top priority. and the 
Senior Service sailed on its way with an appropriately increased 
regard for the Army in general and REME in partl'culm. 

In addition to repairs and maintenance. the Section has manu- 
factured such items as iron luzgs. . , and an incubator cot and oxygen 

ps for a Caesarean ope 
for premature babies. 

" M h e b  didn't d o  it behr," says the cook, Corporal ArNIur 
Forrod, in rnd ina  th. fruit the unit bo#id for the winter. 
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