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I Rakaposhi, a hitherto unscaled rnountaln w k  in the ' Himalayas, h a s  been conquered by a Joint Services 
Expedition. Two British Army officers played a 
large part in the achievement and one of them, 
Captain E. ). E. MILLS, of the Royal Army Service 
Corpr, writes this graphic account of their triumph 
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bious Warfare, tohelpus. General 
Ayub Khan, Commander-inGief 
of the Pakiltan Army. became a 
joint patron and two Pakistani 
officers were invited to join the 
expedition. 

On 26 April, 1958, six of the 
British members left Lyneham for 
Karachi in an RAF Cornet: 
Captain Deaccck, Captain Banks, 
Surgeon-Lieutenant T. W. Patey, 
RN, Captain R. H. Grant, Royal 
Marines, Flight-Lieutenant J. R. 
Sims, RAF, and myself. Coming 
straight from Hillary's party in 
the Trans-Antarctic Expedition 
was LieutenantCommander F. R. 
Brooke, RN. who met us in 
Karachi. 

At Rawalpindi we wen joincd 
by Captain Raja Mohammed 
Aslam. of the Punjab Regiment, 
and in Gilgit, the last stage of our 
journey by air, by a veteran of 
many expeditions, Mr. Sahib 
Shah, of the Pakistan Surveyor 
General's Deparhuent: 

We were now on the final but 
mostdifficult stagesofourjourney 
for our objective was the great 
unconquered Karakoram peak 
calkd Rakaposhi which r i m  
majestically to 25,550 feet in the 
Himalayan Mountains. 
.The first attempt to climb 

Rakaposhi was made from thc 

Left: Rakaposhi towers high abora 
r k c l ~ ~ s ( a n o ~ U l ) ~ t h e y ~ l o w l y  
make tkeir way across the J ~ W -  
&iwn rocks. The clin(krr in 
the n*ldlr distance M ferrying 
stares to Camp Tkree, leaving a 
shplike trail DI the II1oIII./uIIc. 

Rig&: A diagsmnmrr* ?&w 
of Rdujkuhi showing I& ad#) 
featmres, ronte and camp. 
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southern approaches in 1892 by 
an expedition led by Martin 
Conway (afterwards Lord Con- 
way of AUington). It failed. 
In 1938, two British climbers- 
Secord and Vyvyan-reached a 
height of 20,ooO feet from the 
north-west and south-west ridges. 
Then, in 1947 another British 
expedition, led by H. W. Tilman, 
fW tbne times to reach the 
peak from the w t .  In 1954 
Rakaposhi again defeated the 
attempts of a German and a 
British party to climb to the top 
and in 1956 an Anglo-Ainerican 
expedition, led by Captain Mike 
Banks, had to give up after 
Mching 23,500 feet. 

Now it was our turn and 
perhaps we would be thc first to 
scale the great peak. 

We left Gilgit on 12 May and 
drove by Jeep 40 miles to the 
bridge over the Hunza River at 
Nomal. After negotiating the 
tenuous twig strands which span 
the river, we continued our march 
up the JagIot Nullah. In the 
pinewoods of the alp at  Darbar 
we were held up for some days by 
low-lying snow over which our 
bare-foot coolies could not go. so 

long and difficult-sound logis- 
tical support is vital. As Warwick 
Deacock and I were responsible 
for equipment and food this task 
fell to us. After much calculation 
we evolved our plan, showing in 
detail, down to the last biscuit 
and pint of fuel, the exact amounts 
of food and stores needed at each 
of the six camps to be placed on 
the mountain. 

The arduous task of establish- 
ing and stocking camps now 
began. Firstly, the route was 
reconnoitred and a camp site 
selected. Then ropes were fued 
as a handrail on the more difficult 
and dangerous sections. Once the 
ropiig was completed the porters, 
escorted by the climbers, carried 
up tents and stores and set up 
camp. A series of laden porter 
femes then went in until .the 
lift of all stores required at that 
camp, and further up the moun- 
tain, had been completed. Ahead, 
the climbers pushed the routeon 
a stage farther. 

Heavy snowfall, bad visibility 
and avalanches held up this work 
on the lower mountain and in 
nearly three weeks we suazeded 
in establishing only two camps 
and the bulk of stores were still 
no higher than Camp One. 

On 6 June the whole expedition 
was back in Base Cam- three- 
day storm had brought all pro- 
gress to a standstill. That 
morningan avalanchehad stopped 
U) feet short of the Base Camp 
mess tent in which were all seven 
Britishclimbers. In the afternoon, 
while retreating from Camp One, 
the two Pakistani officers and all 

it was not until 20 May that base 

of thc Kunti glacier at 
14,200 feet. 
To be sucauful on any great 

Himalayaa peak-and the route 
along the south-west spur and 
ridge of Rakaposhi is extremely 

the H u m  had been cam& by 
p was established on the avalanche 1500 feet d0.m the 

mountain, miraculously escapins 
death. 

In spite of these calamities and 
the vagaries of the weather, four 
of *Banks, Deacmk, Sims and 
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At Camp Three, Iu a keighr of over 19pW feet, Caprain Mills inrmer. 
a Hmm porter on tke preporation of londr far the urry to the ncxt map. 

* * * >? * fl * * B df * * * x i * *  

Raped seemly to each orher three of tke climbers giwerly m k e  tkir w y  
acrosa deep smw thrmgk which aprecarimplth krr been trodden by theleaders. 
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With the news from B e r h  one@ again making headlines 

SOLDIER turns the spotlight on the 8ritish soldiers 

who keep watch on the zonal border, the men of  the . . . 

i 

~ ~ -~ 
q u i y  to the &. Tbo mm*&%ic Wut carsAi "' 
can speak d i d y  with the Control Ronn by 
radio-telephone. 

Eoch patrol namplly consis& of two me.n in a 
scout car- drivcr and a radio operator-who 
tour the boundary looking for siw of u n d  
mo-t on t!ae otha side of the border. 
chocking with Oarnon police pats and inspect- 
iog all military s~ for damage. Almost alwaya 

Wey rn under wnstant sutvcillpocc from the 
RWUM Zoes. 
Whcn SOLDIER rcosntl accompanied one 

Military polra patrol! with h l d  
gl- wen seen monng about in +g-outs, 
watch-town and in thc woods whrh in many 
pkas  skin the border. At one p n t ,  an olmerva- 
tion post had been set up in a dummy chbiw 
on a farmhouse on the boundary. Incidents arc 
rare, although attempts have heen made to 
puncture the tyns of patrol cars. 

Each patrol lasts for eight horn and did% 
arc carrd out on the boundary line so that thc 
border is never kft unwatched. 

More setting out for their border patr+ the 
Military P&--re than half are Natlonol 
S e r v m m m e  carefully.briefed on how best 
to deal with the unexpcctdd, for on them reas a 
heavy responsibility to avod, if possible, 
incidents which might have'- po l i td  -. . 

t duty which fdb to the mm 
t Company is  Isaurinq the 

and C~VIIIM vehctsl 
Berlin-Hdms&dt 
road lidi to 

Tks autobahn is undsr RuMian control and 

I 
1 spsiPlpa8xsarcnadsdtouacit. %Military 

pdi  have ckck points at spfh end ofthe corn- 
dor, rapolldMc for tnww each British vehicle 
in and out and giving dnvers an estimated tlma 
of arrival the other end. If a whiik is long 
ovadus a Military Police patrol car ast, out from 
H e l d t ,  w b  the Provost Company has a 
de tdmca , to trace i tand , i i thasbroken  
down, to luxwu It. 
An b&s the rmnvtgt ddierS in Win- 

IIM has his unifoim mdhbal ly uilorpl-rth 
mm of ~7 (fkxlin) Provost compwy live m a 
llcw bsmdrs. Each barrack room ls quipped 
with a wimaleas a* bought with the pro6ts of the 
umt's pig firm which is run by thc men LR chslr 
splrc -. 
Tbo Rovost Company also has a poud 

qwrting w r d ,  having won the Berlin Brigndc's 
rwimrmR& Wte€ polo and cricket champron- 
shim theBerlin minor wts' a t h k e  and Corp 
small bore shooting contcstr last ycar. M- 
Iwealiy, mpeting against team0 from Wts 
rrvlny timed its size, No. 247 (Berlrn) aovoSt 
C-y won the Rhine Army water polo 
-P. K. J. HANPORD 

At  the AUtd Amto- 

Lance-Corporal 
raiser E .  D .  the H o r l d i r  Union 

Jack bexide the 
sI.r. d swim 
d the McDbr. 

- e l . u t F d M  in  Wext Berlin, 
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Men Mrk Manckrrn Ress-L-. ~ Y - C  ~ p ~ d o n  &hid n barri- 
cade ofmcks ar Caemr's Camp. rhe key fo r k  defence of Lady- 3 smifh. The ground was rw bard for wenchex to & @. 

THE MANCHESTERS HELD ON AND WON 
1. ' .  
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Regiment 
Al l  the 
answers 

, 
Nobody known 

thtm. 

But you'll find'b ' 

quite a lot at 

the Foms Book Shop-for books, magszineS, 

newspapers and pariodicals. 

SERVICES CENTRAL BOOK DEPOT 
(W. H . h l h  L loo M.) 
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