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SSAFA says “thanks”
and ofters help.

“Thanks” for supporting SSAFA fund-raising events.
The money helps maintain 1,100 Branches throughout the
UK, staffed by volunteers who offer friendship, advice and
practical help to Service and ex-Service families in need.

Please remember that SSAFA is close to your family
back home. Whatever the problem, if you are worried
and would like SSAFA to call round, tell us. We won't tell
anyone else.

If you or your folks know of an ex-Service family who
could do with a visit from their SSAFA friend, again please
tell us. Help us to reach those who are either too proud
to ask for “charity” or simply don't know that SSAFA exists
to help them.

We help meet the need, whateveritis.

Thanks to YOU.

THE SOLDIERS; SAILORS' AND AIRMEN'S FAMILIES ASSOCIATION

27 Queen Anne’s Gate, London SW1H 9BZ. Tel: 01-222 9221
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ORDER NOW-~ NEXT MONTH MAY BE TOO LATE
Perrys BFG Export Division
5155 High Street Edgware London
To call from Germany:00 441951 0066.Tx.261889
To call from UK. 01-951 0066
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The garage you'd recommend to a friend

|am interested in purchasing a new

| MODEL:

Rank:

VECTOR Pack Systems International offer
the first range of packs to be specifically
developed for military use. They are the
first sacks to be made from DPM and the
first sacks with a fully adjustable back
system. With over 15 years of field and
expedition testing it's no surprise that the
VECTOR range is the most sophisticated
and hard wearing packs available for
military use.

A medium volume sack for
long range missions.

70 litre capacity ® Fully
adjustable ‘Paralux’ back
length e Lid pocket ® Map
pocket ® Compression straps
[will also accept pockets) @
Accessory straps for kip mat
etc. ® Quick release ‘Fastex’
buckles ® Sternum/chest strap
® Haul loop @ All seams triple
stiched & bound for strength
® Robust 80z packcloth for
strength & lightness ® Double
I 1oz Cordura base ® Available
in DPM or Olive Drab

SPECIAL MAIL ORDER PRICE

£70(éﬁ?ncluswe)

A light, robust day sack for
fast movers.

30 litre capacity ® Single
compartment ® Removable
back pad ® Front map,/
document pocket ® Waist belt
® Sternum/chest strap ®
Contoured shape for precise
fit ® All seams triple stitched
and bound for strength
Accessory tabs ® Available in
either DPM or QOlive Drab

SPECIAL MAIL ORDER PRICE

£ 2 (:':lﬁ?ncmswe)

All prices are inclusive of VAT, postage and packing. Cheques should be made payable

to Europa Sport (London) Ltd.

These are just two of a comprehensive range of Vector Pack Systems, for further details
and mail order price list write to: ‘Vector’ Mail Order Dept., Europa Sport, Ann Street,

Kendal, Cumbria LA9 6AB.

ECTOR




S SOLDIER wentto
press the sappers of
32 Field Squadron,
38 Engineer Regi-
ment, were still con-
tinuing their mercy
mission work on 12-
hour shifts in earthquake-stricken
Mexico  City battling against
stamina-sapping conditions 8,000
feet above sea level.

Led by Major Derek Webb, the
sappers rushed in from neigh-

British troops help after
earthquake rocks Mexico

bouring Belize where they areona
six-months detachment from Rip-
on, and were working within 90
minutes of arrival on their desig-
nated site, the Telmex Phone
Exchange in Calle Victoria.

The devastated exchange han-

dle an estimated 40 per cent of
Mezxico City’s phone traffic. Three
upper floors of the 20-year-old
wing collapsed when the quake
struck; floors housing modern
equipment used for international
links.

The Troop’s initial task was to
shore up the cellar and the ground
and first floors. Of prime import-
ance was the protection of the cellar
as all the lines of the exchange run
through it.

The Yorkshire-based sappers are
working in conjunction with a
locally-based international con-
struction force and the labour force
of the State-owned Telmex.

Major Webb tells SOLDIER:
“Our combined efforts, and it is
very much a joint effort at every
level, have ensured that work
progresses rapidly. Our plan is
based on military experience to
design the shoring which was
placed on advice of civil engineers
and Telmex whose knowledge of
the building was useful.

“Unfortunately, no plans of the
building were available as they had
been lost in a fire 18 months ago
and recce included a rapid survey

i of the remaining structure. Re-

sources and equipments are very
nearly produced instantly when-
ever we ask for anything. There
are only rare delays on items such
as skips which are obviously in
demand throughout the city.”

The sappers were re-supplied
when a second RAF Hercules
brought in additional equipment
including lighting towers.

Initially, the Royal Engineer
Troop had been working 16-hour
shifts. Work was hard and difficult
with the positioning of five-metre
telegraph poles in a grid just two
metres apart in between exchange
equipments themselves less than
one metre apart.

Major Webb said: “Movement
of poles and, later, four-inch steel
piping into the building over the
rubble and through awkward
passages around the inevitable
cable runs was equally tough. The
men became very tired but have
recovered now the shifts are of 12
hours.”

He added, with irony: ‘“We are
accommodated in four-bunk rooms
which are normally used by
operators either side of their night
shifts. In some respects this is
better than our accommodation in
Belize!”

As they work the cooks’ tent

Royal Engineers clearing rubble from
the telephone and communications
centre in Mexico City, The shadow
symbolises the effect of an earth-
quake which killed thousands, made
thousands more homeless, and
crumbled buildings



LOTS OF HELP FOR SAPPERS

NEXT TASK:
2,600 tons
of rubble...

eating and washing area has been
set up on a nearby roof and the
British resident community has
been of great help to the sappers.

One builder works full-time with
them. Another has arranged for
the laundering of uniforms. Compo
rations are supplied by the Red
Cross delivery of fresh rations.

Now, the sapper samaritan
squad is engaged on phase two of
its contribution; the removal of
some 2,600 tons of rubble nd fallen
masonry amid the crushed tele-
phone equipment.

“The Troop is working on the
more difficult areas where beams
overhang in a bulge on the end of
the building,” said Major Webb.
“We are using abseil ropework
techniques as well as a high-lift
hydraulic inspection bucket. Work-
ing areas are unstable and un-
pleasant as ten bodies are known
to be in the damaged part of the
building. Working at 8,000 feet
above sea level is tiring. We still
experience occasional very minor
earthquakes.”

Helping the Troop in its daily
efforts are elements from Com-
mander British Forces Belize
including an RAMC doctor, two
Army Catering Corps cooks and
RAF doctors. Also there, as
interpreters, are three personnel
from the Belize Defence Force
(BDF).

The RAF Puma and the Royal
Signals detachment have returned
to Belize.

And still the skill and profes-
sional style of the sappers goes on
amid the debris.

PRAISE FROM
THEIR CO

Lieutenant Colonel Nigel
Lacey, CO of 38 Engineer
Regiment, based at Ripon,
said: “The men have really
done exceptionally well in
extremely difficult circum-
stances. | think the work
they have been doing and
the energy they are putting
in absolutely typifies not
only Major Webb but the
squadron as a whole.”

In all, there are about 45
Army personnel in the relief
operation in Mexico City,
including the sapper troop.




GRAIN DROPS NEARER TO THE STARVING

TO DATE, the Army’s mercy
mission men in Ethiopia have
undertaken the air-dropping
of more than 22 million pounds
weight of grain in 677 sorties
from RAF Hercules deep into
the country and some less than
20 miles from the troubled
Tigre border, writes Graham
Smith.

Operation Bushel which started
in January has been maintained
by the unstinting effort of RAF
aircrews, their ground support and
18 men from the Lyneham-based
47 Air Despatch Squadron, Royal
Corps of Transport.

Currently, one of the two
Hercules operating out of Addis
Ababa is air dropping 1,500 fifty-
kilo heavy duty sacks daily and
another 3,000 light duty sacks at
heights of up to 30 feet.

Aboard, a four-man air despatch
crew will physically shove the
base-platform loads over the tail
ramp as the aircraft crosses one of

2/7 GURKHA
RIFLES DISBAND
IN 1987

B, S ]

The 2nd Battalion, 7th Duke of
Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles,
which was re-formed five years ago
with the specific purpose of dealing
with Hong Kong’s illegal immi-
grants (IIs) is to be disbanded again
in 1987.

The Ministry of Defence says
that the disbandment of the 660-
strong battalion will have no effect
on the long-term viability of the
8,000-strong Brigade of Gurkhas
which has one British and four
Gurkha battalions currently sta-
tioned in Hong Kong.

This now means that planned
building of new barracks at
Kohima will not take place and
old barracks at Lymun will not be
needed.

The battalion will be phased out
through natural wastage, deploy-
ments to other units and by
voluntary redundancy.

On a bright note, Secretary of
State for Defence Mr Michael
Heseltine has said: “‘I intend that
there will be a continuing role for
the Gurkhas after 1997 within the
British Army.

“The final size and shape of the
Gurkhas will turn on operational
and resource factors facing the
entire British Army in 1997 which
it is too early to foresee at this
stage.”

ten Dropping Zones.

The air despatchers are in no
doubt at all that their efforts are
still needed in the country which
sprang really prominently into all
the world headlines earlier this year.

One of the latest life-saving
techniques employed by the joint
RAF/Army airborne samaritans
is to drop their vital victuals into
villages.

Major Alan Batty, Deputy CO
of the Squadron, who has been
out to Ethiopia twice, explained:
“There is definitely an improve-
ment with the aerial delivery of
grain in this method. Most of the
re-supply of the sacks, once
dropped, used to be by road or by
pack mules.

“People already in a weakened
state moved out from their homes
and villages to meet up with the
re-supply sacks. It was causing
people to die. By air dropping into
the villages people can stay near
the homes.”

Putting in their contributed
expertise a continent away were
air despatchers from the Joint Air
Transport Establishment (JATE)
from RAF Brize Norton and men
of the TA-manned 395 Air
Despatch Troop, RCT (Volun-
teers) now housed at Lyneham.

The airlift is due to carry on
until the end of this year though
the military mercy mission men
on the spot think that it may
continue after that.

Air dropping is now taking place
near the borders of Tigre into areas
near Sekota, 30 kilometres from
the border.

The RAF has two Hercules on
Op Bushel. One is dedicated to
air drops — five sorties daily —
the other to air-land delivery.

As the DZs are now spread far-
ther into the interior of the moun-
tainous country, the detachments
of squadron air despatchers have
to spend three or four days under
canvas near the designated DZs

instead of returning to Addis.

Two of the VIPs who have
visited the RCT despatchers in
action have been Mr Timothy
Raison, Minister for Overseas
Development and Mr Neil Kin-
nock, Leader of the Labour Party.

When they have not been flying
the air despatchers have involved
themselves with the setting up of
an orphanage 30 miles south of
Addis at Debre Zeit.

Major Batty said: “So far we
have raised £17,000 in donations
from industry and we expect that
total to be swelled by another
£12,000 in the next few months
entirely from donations.”

It is this kind of selflessness by
the air despatchers which promp-
ted Mr Kinnock to pen, in note
form, on a letter commenting on
Army and RAF professionalism:
“I must add their off-duty work
in Addis Ababa was very impres-
sive. It shows a lot about the kind
of men they are.”

SAPPERS AID THE FROGS!

WHILE some Royal Engineers
worked furiously thousands of
miles away in the rubble of
Mexico City, in Germany other
Sappers have been underlining
the versatility of the Corps by
aiding a German conservation
project in Exercise Leapfrog.

Thanks to Staff Sergeant ‘Tiny’
Small and six sappers from 26
Engineer Regiment in Iserlohn,
one of the most important conser-
vation projects in the North Rhine-
Westphalia area is taking place at
Gronenborn, near Leverkusen.

A Frankfurt based nature organi-
sation, Biologische Orientierte
Naturschutz Aktion (BONA),
bought a three acre site in
Gronenborn.

In recent years a mill pond, a
haven for frogs and toads, became
overgrown. The essential water
supply had virtually disappeared
and what remained was badly
polluted — experts said it was only
a matter of time before the animal
and plant life was destroyed.

To save them, BONA needed
to restore the pond to its former

HAND OVER

SERGEANT Gavin Gary has won
himself a place in history ... the
first soldier to receive the Army’s
latest rifle, the SA 80 or 5.56 mm
Endeavour.

A platoon sergeant with A
Company, 1st Barttalion The
Worcestershire and Sherwood
Foresters Regiment, he was pre-
sented with the weapon by Lord
Trefgarne, Minister of State for
Defence.

swampy state, encouraging the frog
and bug populations to breed and
multiply and saving a number of
endangered species of plant present
in the area.

They needed to make the pond
larger and deeper but civil firms
were not able to help in their fight
to save the pond and its tiny
inhabitants, so BONA turned to
the British Army.

Eager to help in the battle to
conserve nature the Engineers
stepped in with their excavators
and lorries to clear the site — there
was only one slight problem, the

Men of 26 Engineer Regiment work
on the pond at Gronenborn

work could only be carried out
between September and March,
because any earlier the frogs
would have been in the middle of
their mating season.

The event is attracting a lot of
attention, and the warmth and
generosity of the locals has greatly
impressed the soldiers.

Villagers loaded with carrier
bags, bulging with food and beer,
prompted a massive barbecue,
which went well into the night and
was enjoyed by all.

Soldier Murdered

Private Martin Patten, 18, of the
Ist Battalion, The Royal Anglian
Regiment, has been buried with
full military honours in a Cam-
bridge cemetery, the victim of a
terrorist shooting in Northern
Ireland.

Martin, 18 in June and on
operations since July, was one of
two off-duty soldiers escorting two
girls home from a disco at the

British Legion Club in London-
derry when the attack took place.

Two men leapt from a Toyota
car and several shots were fired.
Pte Patten was the second Regular
soldier, not including the UDR,
to have been killed this year in the
province.

Pte Patten had been in the Army
for just 15 months. The second
soldier was unharmed.



OLDIER to Soldier

NCE AGAIN people in a foreign land
o have cause to be grateful for the skills,

professionalism and humitarian
actions by British troops.

Mexico City, devastated by earthquake, is
the latest location for such action and we have
cause to be proud of our men in uniform, this
time mainly Royal Engineers ably supported
by men of other cap badges and, indeed, Royal
Navy and Royal Air Force personnel.

On the facing page is an update on the work
of our men in Ethiopia — and a reminder that
Royal Engineers can also tackle conservation
tasks which attract smaller headlines but still
have invaluable purpose.

The appalling disaster in Mexico is another
unwelcome reminder that some of the people
best able to assist in the aftermath of death
and destruction are those trained to fight,
knowing that if the worst comes to the worst
they will have to inflict some of the same.

Yet the British soldier has long been famous
for his willingness to help those in need —
and being prepared to work until he drops if
need be. Along with this goes a particular love
of children, and boundless energy for charitable
works.

Whatever else changes, the nature of the
average ‘Tommy’ has been the same for
centuries and in praising him we musn’t forget,
either, the many people involved in the difficult
and often complicated business of mounting
such speedy relief operations.

* * *

TWO ‘armies’ were due to march into
battle in 17th century uniform earlier
this month — but they were both on the
same side and their ‘battle’ was to save for the
nation the unique collection of Civil War
armour currently at Littlecote House in
Wiltshire.

The marchers — 500 fully armed and
equipped ‘Civil War’ soldiers of the Sealed
Knot and English Civil War Society who were
marching from the Tower of London to

Westminster, and a small armed contingent
of the Royal Armouries staff from the Tower
who were marching all the way from Littlecote
to London — were drawing attention to the
fact that £580,000 is needed by the Royal
Armouries to buy the collection.

Described by Viscount De L’Isle, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of the Royal
Armouries as a collection “of major historical
importance”’, the armoury at Littlecote House
has been there since the end of the 17th century
when Alexander Popham’s contingent of the
Parliamentary army laid aside their weapons
and returned to more peaceful pursuits. It
includes five full armours besides buff-leather
coats, helmets, breastplates and backplates,
pistols, carbines and muskets. In fact 75 per
cent of all the surviving guns from the Civil
War period are there.

The collection is owned by Mr Peter de
Savary who bought the house as his home but
has now decided to sell. He hopes to find a
buyer who will keep the armour in situ, but
otherwise the armoury will be offered to the
Royal Armouries and will, if the money 1s
raised, be housed in the Tower of London.
The alternative — the collection will be broken
up and sold at auction.

Some of the money will be found by the
Royal Armouries — just given their royal title
approval by the Queen — but the rest must be
raised by 11 November.

* * *

ONGRATULATIONS to Major
c Alistair Craib, 41, of the Royal Engineers

who has been awarded the Queen’s
Gallantry Medal for his work in dealing with
unexploded bombs. Since January of last year
he has dealt with eight major bombs in the
Falklands, BAOR and the UK.

In February he was called to an unexploded
1,000 kg bomb found on a Sheffield building
site when a Sheffield United football match
had to be cancelled and 300 people avacuated
from their homes.

It was 14 hours before Major Craib was
finally able to cut off the fuse cap and, for
more than 24 hours, his team worked in
atrocious weather conditions, sometimes in
temperatures so cold that their equipment
froze.

ISTORY rousingly marches on within
H regimental life. One of the latest events,

the laying up of the Old Colours of the
1st Battalion, The Staffordshire Regiment in
Lichfield Cathedral.

The 700-strong march through the city,
with fixed bayonets, exercising proud Freedom
rights, was led by the Band and Drums of the
1st Battalion.

Nostalgia played its significant part, too.
The route of the procession passed an inn,
The King’s Head, where a wall plaque certifies
it was there in 1705 that a Colonel Luke
Lillington raised the South Staffordshire
Regiment later to become the 38th Foot,
forerunners of the later amalgamated South
and North Staffordshire Regiments.

Currently, the 1st Battalion is stationed in
Colchester but moves soon to Fallingbostel in
BAOR. Photo Lichfield Mercury.

* * *

sense of humour after a year as NATO’s
Secretary General.

The August issue of The Retired Officer
(United States publication) carries a four-page
interview with the former British Foreign
Secretary. It begins with the opening statement
from the Editor, Colonel Minter L. Wilson Jr,
US Army Retired:

Lord Carrington, as a student at the NATO
Defence College in Rome (1969) and later as
Chief of Public Information (1969-72) at
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe
(SHAPE), I first became fully conversant with
NATO and its civil and military organisations.
As a member of the Shadow Cabinet and then
Secretary of State for Defence in those days,
your name was already a distinguished one in
our headquarters. So there was considerable
interest and pleasure on learning of your
appointment to your present post last year.

Lord Carrington: It’s nice of you to say so.
But with all that experience, I can’t help
thinking that it is you who ought to be
answering the questions!

From thereon, a fascinating feature contains
lots of full and frank answers to a whole range
of questions and a very simple message from
Lord Carrington: “We offer to the Soviet
Union a simple guarantee for peace: Look
after your own business and refrain from
attacking us.”

LORD Carrington clearly hasn’t lost his

9



Cyprus is now OK for
sound and vision. For
SSVC has started g TV
service — ten years
after they started a
Forces TV in Germany.
The Falklands, too, have
not been forgotten.
They have a new radio
studio ready for the
move from Stanley tc
the Mount Pleasan’
airfield site. Last, but
not least is Belize, for
which a similar port-
able sound studio is
being prepared.

The simulated aftermath
of a pub bombing in
Northern Ireland severely
tested first-aid teams
bidding for the Lt General
Sir Frank King Trophy
Competitors were faced
with a written test, a
forced approach march,
two casualty incidents
and finally a stretcher
race. Organised by 253
NI (Fd Ambulance)
RAMC (V), final placings
were: 1 3LI; 2 253 Signal
Squadron; 3 3 Tank
Transporter Squadron
RCT

Latest VIP to visit 10th
Signal Regiment at
each of its three loca-
tions in one day is
Princess Anne. She
started by calling at
regimental headquar-
ters at Wilton near
Salisbury in the morn-
ing; in the afternoon
she flew by helicopter
to Aldershot and 3
Squadron before flying
to 2 Squadron at Chel-
sea Barracks, London,

Fifty years ago Major
Terry Thornton puton his
first uniform, that of the
OTC. Two weeks ago he
retired from his job with
the Army Careers Infor-
mation branch at Wor-
cester and put his uni-
form away for the last
time. He saw war service
in Palestine, the Western
Desert, Italy and Greece
and represented the
RASC at rugby, cricket
and hockey. Following
the war he was based in
BAOR and became a
keen quiz contestant,
twice winning the title of
Brain of BFG. Later he
became well-known as
a broadcaster with BFBS,
chairing many Forces
radio panels

Good ideas can earn
cash...Corporal Steve
Wilkes, a construction
materials technician
with RE at Drayton
Camp, Winchester, has
collected £100 for a
new-style label for use
in construction mater-
ial test sampling. Ex-
perts vow the label is a
vast improvement.

10
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and flames.

Major Hugh Greatwood
the secretary of the
Army Rugby Union,
hasn't played rugby for
nearly ten years, but
clearly still retains his
ability to tackle and
outwit opponents

Recently a court in
Aldershot heard how he
tackled and held an
intruder at his house in
Fleet until police arrived

The man was attemp-
ling to steal a £20 vase
when Major Greatwood
spotted him. As the
would-be burglar ran
ane way round the
house, the indignant
owner ran the other way
and cut him off.

“He made the mistake

Trio save farmer
In barn blaze

An elderly German farmer, trapped in a
blazing barn when trying to save his
livestock, was himself rescued by three
British soldiers when overcome by smoke

Corporals Phil Cross of HQ 4th Armd
Div, Pete Chapman of 1 Dental Gp and
Pete Potts of A Squadron 13/18th Hussars,
were taking it easy in their homes near
Bielefeld when the alarm was raised.

They dashed to the barn and dragged
77-year-old Klaus Schirmer to safety
returning to save many of his animals. Now
the gallant trio have invited the farmer and
his wife to their community centre.

Rugby tackle foils

burglar

of going back to where
he'd left a bike he had
already stolen from some

where else,” Major Great-
wood said after the court
hearing. "He tripped over
itand | was able to grab
him by the coat.”

A passer-by phoned
the police while the
prisoner pleaded to be
released. Major Great-
wood replied with feel-
ing: “Not on your life!"

The court handed out
athree-month sentence
lo the housebreaker and
public praise for the
major

)

says
Klaus

. .
Captain Harriet Tullberg:
learning

Forayoung woman doctor
educated ata boys’ school
and who has commanded
a Fox armoured car in the
OTC while at medical
school, snakes, scorpions,
spiders and other jungle
creepy crawlies pose no
problems. She just says
‘boo’ and puts them in
pots.

Posted to The Duke of
Wellington's Regiment for
their tour in Belize, Captain

Harriet Tullberg is enjoying

her time with the unit.

Said Harriet: "l suppose
the initial problems were
purely practical. For a start
they had to build me a loo.

“Until | arrived the MO
lived inthe mess and shared
facilities. But since this was
not practical they built me a
single quarter.

Being one of only a few
doctors in the south of Belize

part of Harriet's work is for

the civilian population.

The sight of a woman
sinctor arriving by helicopter
;i aremote Indian village has
endeared her to many local
people, her femininity adding
a gentle touch to the public
image of a military presence.

In aland where communi-
cation and road movement
is difficult at best, and often
impossible, the intervention
of an Army doctor in a
difficult child birth, or a
serious illness in a remote
region, can mean the dif-
ference between life and
death.

But as Harriet is quick to
point out, “Occurences like
this are the exception rather
than the rule.” The Field
Surgical Team from the air-
port camp hospital, 150
miles to the north, makes
regular visits south.

Her day-to-day practiceis
made still more interesting,
however, by the variety of
things that bite or sting, as
the specimen jars in her
medical centre, full of
snakes and other nasties,
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Security is the name of their
game. They are six of
Europe’s top military police
and they got together for a

Oueen’s ‘chippy’ makes

new seat
for King's
Chapel

When carpenter Lance Cor-
poral Robert Lauman even-
tually gets posted from
Gibraltar he’ll be leaving
behind tangible evidence of
his craft. Hopefully, people
will point and say: “Robert
Lauman made that.”

For Robert's handiwork is
for all to see and use — a
comfortable bench for visitors

Cpl Robert Lauman

to the King’s Chapel (along-
side the Governor's resi-
dence) as a reminder of 1

men.

- Babs says bye-bye to Belize

talk-in at Schiphol airport,
Holland on the subject
which bothers most police-

O 222ttt aatas s as s s &

Angie finds an old
Soldier in the attic!

They are seen with their
organiser, Lieutenant
Colonel Jean Frankevijle
(left), Provost Marshal 1
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Netherland Corps. Right
is our man, Colonel Peter
Hanglin, Provost Marshal
BAOR.

RPN T

Latest perk for non-drivers
in the 1st Battalion The
Gordon Highlanders, is the
acquisition of two Japan-
ese Nissan Micras by their
PRI so they and their fami-
lies can learn to drive.

leg in the North Africa
campaign. Inside it tells
his story and of the
difficulties he had in
getting a taxi driver's
licence.

Other stories tell of

It's amazing what
people put in their
attics...ask any junk

dealer.

A recent find in a
Ramsgate garret by
Sergeant Angie Sillett,
arecruiter atthe Brad-
ford Careers Informa-
tion Office, was a 1945
copy of Soldier.

Angie found the
November 24 issue
yellowed and a good
deal battered, among
the rafters of an old
house at the seaside
town in Kent.

Said Angie, 14 years
in the Army, the past
ten as a recruiter: I

was spending the week-
end with friends, who
had just moved in and,
beingthe smallest, volun-
teered 1o ‘recce’ the
attic.

“There was nothing
of any value there and
it was extremely dark
and musty

"But to one side of
the roof | found an old
pram minus its wheels.
Inside it was issue No.
20 of Soldier.”

So Angie contacted
us and forwarded the
mag on. The cover
features Edward Sur-
ridge, a London taxi
driver who lost his right

the history of the tank,
50 Div, the RAVC
quarantine station at
Chilbolton Down, Hants,
and how men from
the London-based
Guards, mounted pic-
quet duty every night
atthe Bank of England

Thereis also a lively
letters page and pin-
up on the back cover
Onthis occasion it was
swim-suited Private
Rita de Paaun of the
ATS — one of many
Service girls who
shared the full-colour
back page with some
famous lady film stars
of the time

G.ueen'stimein Gibraltar as
the resident battalion.

As i= s0 ofien the case the
resident battalion was asked
if it could help when com-
plaints were made about the
poor state of a seat by the
main door of the chapel.

Soword wentdown the line.
Could the carpenters of HQ
Company repair it? The
answer was no, they could
not. So the decision was made

to build an entirely new bench
and Lance Corporal Lauman,
recently qualified as a B1
carpenter, took on the job.
“It's almost identical to the
old bench," he said. “The only
things I've changed are the
armrests. They were only thin
bits of plank before. I've
made them much heavier.”
Although he wanted to work
in oak, only mahogany was
ava'lable, and a week after

he had collected the timber
from the Royal Navy stores,
the bench was ready for its
final sprucing up.

“The rest of the lads in the
shop did that as | went on
leave,” he explained.

The finished bench pro-
vides a comfortable seatand
a marked contrast from the
signs that Lance Corporal
Lauman usually spends most
of his working life making.

1"
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Hanover

Take advantage of our latest _| special offers. If you book

on the Continent, you can come home on leave at a reduced
rate with North Sea Ferries. And you can bring your family
with you.

Or if you prefer, you can arrange for your close relatives
to visit you on the Continent.

And those of you based in the UK. can also get reduced
fares to Europe.

North Sea Ferries is a relaxing way for you and your family
to travel. Every trip includes a five-course dinner, sleeping
accommodation and breakfast in the fare,

Rotterdam (Europoort) and Zeebrugge are a comfortable
drive from your BAOR base, while Hullis excellent for fast road
connections to The Midlands, Wales, The North and Scotland.

For more information about this offer, Continental-based
forces contact North Sea Ferries, Beneluxhaven, Rotterdam,
Europoort, (PO. Box 1123, 3180 AC Rozenburg ZH) or telephone
Europoort (01819) 62077, U.K.-based forces contact North
Sea Ferries, King George Dock, Hull HU9 5QA or telephone
Hull (0482) 795141

ROTTERDAM (EUROPOORT) TO HULL. ZEEBRUGGE TO HULL.

@.D.Golding Jalers
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il e L Belding Officers and Senior NCO’s

=== uniforms made to measure

N e [ :
~ 1PN e (BEEE Approved tailors to the
- lﬂlﬂ; B officers of the Household
B “:;Iglr"[?w |H‘]g!.' Cavalry, REME, RAOC,

Royal Engineers, RADC,
The Blues and Royals,
The Life Guards, 7th
Gurkha Rifles, DERR,

RAEC, RAPC, RAMC,

RADC, REME, RAOC,
The Royal Engineers,

R. SIGNALS, SASC, APTC, RAChD, Scots D.G.

Scots D.G.

Exclusively cut and tailored in our own workrooms by
experienced craftsmen, under the personal supervision of
Mr. Golding.

We offer top quality service using the finest Barathea and
Superfine materials, with competitive prices and credit.
Our special fast service is available at no extra charge.

\(ﬁ'filﬂ)y /: .."m)y
and " Clvilian };ifni;

[ s

We can also supply: military ties, blazer badges, badges of
rank, Marcella shirts, miniature medals, Sam Browne
belts, spurs, George boots, wellington boots and Viyella
khaki shirts.

Full-sized medals remounted. Service dress hats, side hats
and Blues hats supplied.

F————— e ——————

Our Sales Director will call at your request. Ring 0727 41321 or write I
for details to 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts
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ENTERTAINMENT?

Booking top quality live entertainment can be a
little like watching a Western — the scene is full of
cowboys — and too many of them are wearing
black hats!

At CSE we're proud of our reputation as specialists
in the field of providing live entertainment for the
Services — something we've been doing for 40
years all over the world. You may well have seen
us on tourin Belize, The Falklands, Norway, BAOR,
Cyrpus. .. and now, as part of SSVC we can offer
you a commercial service that you can depend on.

Let us help you plan the entertainment for your
Christmas Ball or Draw — Childrens Party —
Parisian Night — At Home — in fact anything.
Because we have access to all forms of
entertainment from jazz bands to lecturers —from
showgirls to a full circus if you want one.

To find out more just send for our free colour
brochure to: The Enterprises Manager, CSE,
Chalfont Grove, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8TN
or phone 02407 4461 ext 378.

THE LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
DIVISION OF

Sisivic)
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ONLY AN EXPERT COULD BRING

A SAAB DOWN SO LOW

TEST DRIVING THE ONLY CAR BUILT BY AN AIRCRAFT MANUFACTURER IS A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE.
WHAT MAKES IT EVEN BETTER 1S THAT IT IS BACKED BY YEARS OF EXPERTISE IN TAX FREE SALES
AS WELL AS OUR VIPICCADILLY SERVICE.

THIS MEANS WE CAN KEEP THE PRICES DOWN LOW — £5205.00* FOR A UK SPECIFICATION
SAAB Q00 — WITHOUT THE PAPERWORK GETTING ON TOP OF YOU.

*PRICE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

POST ME DETAILS FAST. NAME

| AM PARTICULARLY INTERESTED m RANK

IN (TICK BOX): PICCADILLY ADDRESS

SAAB 900 G FOR THATKngleCADILLY POSTCODE
SAAB 900i o i ol S LB TEL. NO. DUTY PHONE
SAAB 900 TURBO u! EXPECTED POSTING DATE ___ TO (COUNTRY)

PHONE (01) 409 0990 NOW AND ASK FOR OUR MILITARY CAR SALES DEPARTMENT. OR POST THIS COUPON TO: SAAB MILITARY SALES, 77 PICCADILLY, LONDON W1V 0AY.
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EVITALISED AND
even more purposeful
now since Exercise
Brave Defender the TA
is just ending the first
phase of its most inten-
sive and ambitious
nationwide TV, radio and news-
paper recruiting campaign.

The second concentrated phase
of the £1', million packaged
promotion re-emerges vibrantly in
the spring.

The Directorate of Army Re-
cruiting’s head-hunters for Brit-
ain’s part-time Army have set out
to enlist 10,500 more men and
women over the next five years to
reach an 86,000-strong target
figure.

Enough personnel, in fact, not
only to maintain current strengths
(75,750 as at 30 June) butample to
support the setting up of seven
major units and 43 sub-units; the
equivalent, including supporting
arms, of another infantry division
in the Army’s Order of Battle on
mobilisation.

In the next five years, the
following are planned:
®SIX new infantry battalions.
Three Home Defence, three for
BAOR, to be raised in North
Yorkshire and Cleveland; York-
shire; Greater Manchester and
Cheshire; Devon and Cornwall;
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire;
and London.
®A new Javelin-equipped air
defence regiment with two Bat-
teries to be raised wholly in
Scotland.

O®THREE more Javelin AD
Batteries for existing AD regi-
ments.

@® A new RAC recce squadron
based in the Newcastle area.

® AN AAC squadron with two
Flights to be known as 666
Squadron AAC (V) based at
Netheravon with six Scouts.

® TWO more RE Airfield Damage
Repair Squadrons, bringing the
total to eight.

® AN Electronic Warfare Squad-
romn.

® A Transport Squadron for
UKMF (L).

® A Field Ambulance for BAOR.

By 1990, too, no less than 47
Home Service Force (HSF) Com-
panies, assigned to Key Point (KP)
protection will have been set up
with a strength of 5,000 personnel.

The advertising campaign with
the sign-off line “Ready and
Waiting” was launched not just to
encourage more recruits but, as
Brigadier Ian Baxter, Director
Army Recruiting, put it, ‘“‘to
enhance the stature of the Terri-
torial Army”’ in the public imagi-
nation.

National and local newspaper,
television and radio slots were

14

ENHANCE THE STATURE OF

THE TERRITORIAL ARMY

)

booked in the strategically planned
high-profile media assault as a
prelude to the exciting develop-
ments for the part-time soldiery
in an eight-year expansion pro-
gramme started just two years ago.
Musically, for instance, there are
22 bands and, from next April,
TA bands will move from Group
A to Group B status thus having a
BAOR war role as ‘“‘medical
enhancements” to field and general
hospitals in 1 (BR) Corps.
Despite an expected annual
outflow each year of about 30 per

Lord Trefgarne:
“Outstanding value
for money”

cent for differing reasons, the TA
has been expanding over the past
three years. Its current strength
for the first half of 1985 was 75,500,
about 92 per cent of its 82,674
officers and men establishment.
By 1990 it is planned to increase
this number even further to 86,000.

Outlining the advertising blitz
plans directed at potential TA
recruits and banking on a 70 per
cent TV target audience, Lord
Trefgarne, Minister of State for
Defence, said: ‘“Quite apart from
its outstanding qualities in the field
it is outstanding value for money.
In war the TA would represent
something like one-third of the
Army’s mobilised strength yet its
training costs no more than four-
and-a half per cent of the Army’s
budget.”

“I don’t want to suggest the TA

More TA medics needed as recruits; field hospital scene

and the Regular Army are inter-
changeable but no-one who has
seen the TA in action will want to
deny their endeavours.”

Six years ago, he said, the TA
numbered less than 60,000. Facili-

ties and equipment were “not
always of the best.”” Some drill
halls were ““austere places.”

Systematic expansion within the
Army framework had, since 1981,
seen the establishment of a dozen
new training centres.

Lord Trefgrane pointed out that
TA recruitment had increased at
the rate of about 2,000 a year since
1979. The current campaign to find
potential recruits was being direc-
ted at “virgin territory”, specific
towns not previously canvassed.

“Itis 25 years since compulsory
National Service ended and there
is now a whole generation with no
personal experience of military life
or, at best, with dated notions,”
said the Minister.

““I can think of no better moment
to launch this campaign than
straight after Exercise Brave
Defender. I believe it showed not
just how essential our reserves are
but how high are their standards.”

In addition to the targeted media
outlets, including 30-second TV
spots at peak hours, the sides of
buses, posters, the London Tube
stations and the combined re-
sources of the 176 Army Careers
Information Office shops were
brought into public focus.

Also brought into play, by
arrangement with British Telecom,
was a 24-hour answer service with

15 girls operating a Bristol
switchboard.

Lieutenant General Sir John
Akehurst, Director-General Terri-
torial Army and Deputy C-in-C
HQ UKLF said 3,000 recruits
were needed right away.

Commenting on the 30 per cent
annual outflow of personnel he
added: “People leave to join the
Regular Army. People change jobs.
People leave due to family situa-
tions. Some of it is, in my opinion,
correctable. We can make training
more interesting.”

The minimum training require-
ment, he reminded, was for 15
days’ camp a year and 12 days’
training out of camp.

He advised commanders not to
ask *‘far to much” of their men in
this respect agreeing that the
wastage rate in the infantry was
one or two per cent higher than
others: ““We try to give the infantry
as exciting training as we can.
Successful training is made fun
with Regular Army assistance.”

Women, too, are being sought
in the new recruiting push. About
10 per cent of TA posts are
currently held by women. There
will be some 2,000 posts which
“may be filled by women or men.”

Under current strengths women
are being turned away but in the
future campaign women of equally
“high class” professional qualities
would be just as welcome though
the recruiters did not want them
“to swamp the place.”

Referring to TA/employer re-
lationships, and the suggestions

Another recce Squadron planned;
these, Royal Yeomanry in their Fox
scout cars

from some quarters that more time
should be asked of them to release
personnel for up to a fortnight more
annually, Lord Trefgarne dis-
missed this proposal. He did not
want to have to legislate as in some
other countries.

“Qurs is a voluntary organisation
and we want to keep it like that.
We do go to great lengths to
persuade employers and most are
very helpful and accommodating.”

““This is a local rather than a
national function. Generally speak-
ing, the employer is jolly good.
Where there is a problem we do
our best to resolve it.”

The Minister also said that
regional employer liaison com-
mittees were being set up with the
aim of getting more tangible sup-
port from them for the release of
personnel from jobs to pursue their
TA careers.

The Americans, said the Mini-
ster, had achieved success with this
and their TA equivalent, the
National Guard.

¥

Nearly 50 HSF Companies by 1990:
Men of The Royal Anglian Regi-
ment affiliation




— Genuine Issue Kit —

SILVERMAN’S

Britain’s Leading Suppliers of Kit to the Professionals

These brand new nylon

Colours: RAF blue, navy, olive/
khaki.

We also have used sweaters with
epaulettes at £5.99, or without at
£4.99; Khaki only — p&p £1.70.

These genuine USA new M65
4-pocket Combat Jackets
come green with concealed
hood and brass zip. State
chest and height.

£49.99 + £1.70 p&p.

SAS BERGANS

LIGHTWEIGHTS
BRK/DRESS TRS.
K.F. SHIRTS

ARMY BOOTS
CAMM-CREAM
CAPS DPM

DPM WATERPROOFS
HIGH BOOTS
PRINTED T/SHIRTS

FLYING JACKETS are These genuine British
Authentic USA MA1 with ® ,SAS SMOCKS issue waterproof high
orangelining, knitted cuffs ® '58 WEBBING leg DMS Boots are now
and waistband, colours, ® '44 WEBBING available in size 7-12.
chestand height | @ '37 WEBBING Just stat ize and send onl
chest and height. ust state your size and send only
£42.50 £1.70 p&p. ® SLEEPING BAGS £29.50 + £1.70 p&p.
® As above factory 2nds ...
USA T/SHIRTS, green .. £3.50 ® PARA CORD ® DMS shoes factory 2nds |
ng g]j;gagissgggzgmpasses £4.99 ® PUTTEES ® Ammo Boots, new ...
USA DOG Tags ........ £1.50 ® FACE VEILS i el
e = ® PONCHOS, NYLON & OMS snkia books gracie 1
These brand new Combat Sweaters, or , ® Jungle Boots, new . -
better known as ‘Wolly Pully’, are 100% pure ® SWEATERS ® German Para Boots grade o £14.99
-y wool 3“1‘3“—' genuine Forces ® BADGES ® Trainers, paw . .0 e -
issue with epaulettes. O Wellips:chipi s o L o ek
36" .. £10.50 42" . £13.50 ® BERETS B Wik shs o
38" ..£11.95 44" ... £13.95 . : °
40" £12.50 46" . £14.50 ® No. 2 DRESS ® Cushion Sox, new ...

@ Arctic Sox, new ..
® Insoles, NeW ...
L E e S e
@ Seasox ...
® Trousers Ilghtwelght new ..

® New Cammo Wool Sweaters ... £13.99 KNIVES ® DPM lightweights, new ... :

® USA Wool Scull Csagss.,h,,, g:gg WATER BOTTLES @ DPM shirts, I|ghtwe|ght new .. £18.50
® Para T-Shirts, SAS T-Shirts ..... i aad Saaaas Y I EEPPOPP O PP #
® USA Flashlights ...................... £5.99 MESS TINS

® M65 used Combat Jacket . s:z;a.ae B Bungees 247 5. e s LT .50
® Italian Combat Jacket . 7.50 ;
8 MATD Combat Jacia. craon £1299 SAS TROUSERS @ Bungees36™ . . -l .99
® British Parkas 9.99
& i docrots o, sl 4750 PARA SMOCKS
® DPM Caps, Falklands ... t
& P Cuo i oo £5.99 LINERS C.W. These new S“th seconds
® DPM Jungle Hats, new .................... £7.50 DMS rubber sole black RAF
® DPMArm Bands .........c.c..co.coconnann. £3.99 BASHAS
® DPM W/Proof £24.50 Shoes are in sizes 5-12. State
® Cammo Net, large .......... £25.50 NI GLOVES your size and send only
® DPM Hoods, new, cotton ... g’gg OFF GLOVES £10.99 + £1.70 p&p
® Wellingtons .................. E 2
® Sea SOX ........... £3.50 We also have plain Naval
® New '58 Belts .. £7.50
el T,nsewsm £4.99 WHITE GLOVES Shoes at £9.50 + £1.70 p&p.
: Sfﬁ?lﬁ‘?:f?f‘f M £1799 SAS BERETS ® Wrens Shoes, new ... £9.99
® Flying Suits £29.99 NAVY BEH ETS
® Raincoats .... £4.45
. g::«;DTaésxwéis : 2::;:;: STABLE BELTS These brand new genuine
® SUICASEs ............... £3.99 ' issue poly/cotton green light-
@ 58 Nylon Cases g'gg 58 SHOVELS weigh‘t) Trousers come in all
:;Y:r?zlaﬁéoves zgsisg OFF. SHOES sizes, 28in.;140in., [usé statg
® Nite Stick 1 aist and height and sen
® Biue Serge Balis £250 PARKAS 2’13'5;0 s TOI?J&p

N k .9 i £ ;
® P1shor s £1.50 '58 RESPIRATORS i i i s
® tal dded knee Trousers £5.50 e also have grade
® Ki;i?spr?ortg nee ' ?se L £9.99 US CAM MO T/SHIRTS £5.50 + £1.70 p&p.
® German Para Trousers o e £6.99
@ [talian Knickerbockers .......... [4.93 FUEL
®G Parkas .................... £17.5
<y el £23.50 SAE for free catalogue ©® Trouser elastics ... -90

SILVERMAN S DEPT. smMG

‘Phone Ruth ‘B’
for further info

MILE END, LONDON E1
Telephone 01-790 5257

‘Phone Ruth ‘B’

for further info

These brand new black
ankle toe cap DMS Boots
areinsizes 5-12, just state
size required and send
only £18.50 + £1.70 p&p.

We also have grade 1 used
at £6.50 » £1.70 p&p.

Britain’s Leading Suppliers of Kit to the Professionals
Personal Callers — Monday-Fridays and Sundays 10 a.m. - 1 P-m. — Nearest Tube - Mile End
VERY EASY PARKING FACILITIES
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HE IMPRESSIVE

capability of the

Royal Army Medical

Corps as a life-saving

agency for battlefield

troops will not be

diminished even if the

threat of a chemical attack ever
becomes reality.

This was the confident message
given at Sennelager to senior
officers of 4th Armoured Division
when they visited a tactical
demonstration by men of 3
Armoured Field Ambulance
RAMC.

Second-in-command Major
Peter Coombe told observers that
considerable advances in the
related fields of technique and
equipment design aimed at de-
feating the danger of working in a
chemical environment have en-
abled the Army Medical Services
to provide a full remedial support
system.

The changes mean that the
armoured field ambulance role has
kept pace with modern medical
needs.

Highlighting the significant
developments he emphasised that
complete decontamination of so-
called “dirty” casualties can now
take place within the dressing
station area and the process can be
completed in minutes.

The big advantage: each casaulty
can be seen early by a medical
officer gaining crucial time so that
diagnostic and life-saving proce-

VITAL DUST-UP: A stretcher
patient has any tiny droplets of
remaining chemical on his NBC
clothing neutralised on arrival at
the Dressing Station. (Above, right)

IN SAFE HANDS: Masked medics
take meticulous care to prepare a
casualty for life-saving treatment.

dures can be initiated without
delay.

If required, such measures can
be continued within a special
purpose built chemical-free com-
plex which has its own independent
air filtration units enabling the
treatment of any casaulty to be
carried out without the possible
hindrance of full NBC protective

clothing to either the medic or the
patient.

New kit to be introduced
includes a chemical agent monitor,
a major asset in rapidly deter-
mining not only the area and
density of contamination but which
will undoubtedly speed up the
casualty flow through the evacu-
ation chain by unerringly identi-

fying only those troops requiring
decontamination.

Equipment recently issued in-
cludes BNC bags fitted with see-
through tops and specially tailored
to suit both stretcher cases and the
walking wounded, offering total
protection to patients without the
need for a respirator but still
allowing medical personnel to keep
sick soldiers under close obser-
vation.

Another new development is a
resuscitator designed for operation
in an NBC situation and which
permits chemical-clean filtrated air
to be used when giving artifical
respiration to a chemical casualty.

These advances in high-level
protection reflect the evolving
needs of the modern soldier and
are backed up by “chemical warfare
sets”’ containing an extensive range
of sophisticated medicines and
drugs manufactured to treat and
resist the effects of known types of
nerve agents NATO forces can
expect to face.

While research looks at ways to
maximise safeguards incorporating
the latest technological and scien-
tific developments, the demon-
stration at 3 Armoured Field
Ambulance’s base at Talbot Bar-
racks underlined the fact that the
Army Medical Services as a whole
has developed a series of systems
that can give the combat soldier
complete professional medical
assistance regardless of the NBC
conditions that may be prevalent.
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THE ALDERSHOT MILITARY HISTORICAL TRUST
OFFERS A SUPERB REMINDER AND A LASTING
MEMENTO OF YOUR SERVICE CAREER.

RANGERS

at
sﬁ.fﬁir offers! <nam=

APPROVED
UK DEALER

N\ e /
HANMISH McKAY
1980 - 1983

ON THE ROAD

HORIZON 1.3 SUNSEEKER :
5 Doors — 5 Seats — 5 Speed Gear Box

FULL UK/BFG SPECIFICATION — DRIVE AWAY — NO MORE TO
PAY — VHF STEREO RADIO/STEREO CASSETTE — GLASS
SUNROOF — DISTINCTIVE BODY TAPE SCHEME

A BEAUTIFUL CRYSTAL TANKARD for just £11-507

Engraved with any single military badge or crest. Additional badge engraving £2
Words and messages may be engraved at 0.20p per letter
All prices include V.A.T., postage and packing

Please contact us for detalls of our plete range of gl e and d s ideal for all
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~ Your reminance in full by cheque, postal order or credit car (Access or Visa numbers) should be made payable to

plates, etc.
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LOWTNSUHANCE — UK BANK DM LOANS GARRISON HQ, CAVANS ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HAMPSHIRE GU11 2LQ Tel (0252) 314598

Now a Better Deal Than Ever

from Rangers The Ultimate Tailoring Service
For more details about Rangers Talbot Military Sales for th e Se rvices

Fantastic prices and deals available.

Post this coupon now! (enclose in envelope)

(NO STAMP REQUIRED)
RANGERS TALBOT MILITARY SALES LTD.
FREEPOST, DURRINGTON, SALISBURY SP4 8BR

Tel: Durrington Walls (0980) 53434 or 52246
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P THE river without the
proverbial paddle they
were definitely not. But
down the mighty Zam-
bezi in canoes armed
with a rifle to fend off
curious crocs they certainly were
... to find that only two of the 25
Soviet-made 9 mm rounds were
willing to leave the barrel!

Captain Guy Reeve, currently
on an 18-month Russian language
course to linguist standard at the
Defence School of Languages,
Beaconsfield, and a non-military
pal, David Fox, were responding
to a daring challenge.

The young officer had been
conversing with a former university
chum with kayaking tendencies
urging him to try negotiating not
only Africa’s most exciting river
but the Batoka Gorge as well.

For six days after leaving Vic-
toria Falls the kayak-borne duo
battled with the white water, a wary
eye open later for marauding
crocodiles peering at a possible
meat ration, double portions!

Watched over by a vehicle
support party who held the victuals
the pair created their personalised
historic “first’ for 120 kilometres.

Captain Reeve’s reasons for his
African odyssey: “The trauma of
a long language course at Beacons-
field had become a little oppressive
by May. August block leave
seemed to provide an ideal
opportunity for some therapy.”

The venture was on. The first
60 kms was continuous Grade Five
to Six Plus wild water culminating
in the adrenalin-pumping ‘Ghost
Rider’, never before run by kayaks.

Back in the sanctuary of Beacons-
field and the now less oppressive
course which he ends next March,
Captain Reeve recalled: “We
reached crocodile mile on the
penultimate day. The stretch was
about two hours’ worth of high-
speed paddling and, as we rapidly
discovered, home for scores of
malevolent primeval beasties of
canoe-crunching proportions. We
prayed and we prayed. We also
paddled very fast and soon five-
metres of reptilian evil was no
longer a novel sight.

“During this horror show many
took an unwarranted interest in
our distances. No crocodile came
closer than a kayak’s length to us.
Only now did it become apparent
why the only previous kayakers on
an American rafting expedition of
1981 had been flown out by
chopper just before ‘Ghost Rider’.

“Ironically, several days after
completing the trip down to Lake
Kariba we had the opportunity to
fire the Soviet-made 9 mm rounds
we had carried in case of croc rash,
Of 25 rounds only two could be
encouraged to leave the weapon
via the barrel. If only the crocs
had known."”

Safety boat rides rapids and
survives capsize

Zambezi:
the river
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BIVI BAGS

501 Side-Opening Bivi Bag

UK & NI £58.25 BFPO £50.65
521 DPM Side-0Opening Bivi

UK & NI £84.85 BFPO £73.78

836 Barbour ‘Military’ Jacket
Heavyweight DPM thornproof
waxed cotton minimum rustle
fabric. 4 x bellows pockets, inner
map pocket, storm cuffs, epau-
lettes, pen pocket, and poachers
pocket. Sizes 34 to 44.

UK&NI £66.00 BFPO £57.39

LISTED BELOW ARE JUST AFEW OF THE ITEMS IN OUR 18 PAGE COLOUR CATALOGUE
PLEASE SEND A CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER FOR £1 FOR YOUR CATALOGUE

UNIT P.R.l. SHOPS PLEASE SEND ON HEADED PAPER FOR OUR SPECIAL P.R.I. PRICE LIST

All our products are Guaranteed against manufacturing defect or fault

502 Giant, Side-Opening Bivi Bag
UK & NI £79.10 BFPO £68.78
522 DPM Giant Side-Opening Bivi Bag

UK & NI £103.32 BFPO £89.84

401 Rubber Armourd Binos
Roof prism 8x21 mag with 122mil
field of view at 1,000m. Very good
clarity, water resistant, 4in x 23/,
x 1 when folded, supplied with
neck cord and green pouch.

UK&NI £57.44 BFPO £49.95

503 ‘Standard’ Bivi Bag

UK & NI £57.00 BFPO £49.57
523 DPM Standard Bivi Bag
UK & NI £77.58 BFPO £67.46

806 Astra Gore-Tex Jacket
Spacious hood, storm cuffs,
bellows chest pockets, high collar
for when hood is not in use, 2
way non jam zip, 2 year guaran-
tee.

UK&NI £82.50 BFPO 71.74

AND CREDIT SCHEME

BFPO UK&NI
101 JUNGLE KING KNIFE £34.74 £39.95
201 Survival Kit £12.78 £14.70
203 First Aid Kit £7.74 £8.90
205 Wire Saw £213 £245
210 Button Compass £230 £265
302 Clear Mapcase £6.74 £7.75
308 DPM Mapcase (foldaway) £8.65 £9.95
402 Compact High Tech Binos £80.43 £92.50
508 Camo Bungee £0.58 £0.67
606 Cyclops ROC £59.57 £68.50
612 DPM Cyclops ROC £64.00 £73.60

PLEASE ADD POSTAGE AND PACKING WHEN ORDERING — G00DS VALUE £10 UP TO £50 ADD £2.10; £50 UP T £100 ADD £3.60: £100 OR MORE ADD £4.10
WHEN ORDERING PLEASE STATE CATALOGUE NUMBER, QUANTITY, NAME OF GOODS,

BFPO UK&NI

702 DPM Holdall L £10.00 £11.50
704 Goretex Gaiters £14.22 £16.35
801 DPM Jumper £15.83 £18.20
808 SAS Smock £51.74 £59.95
825 Barbour DPM £50.00 £57.50
830 Barbour Durham £39.13 £45.00
916 Water Purifying Straw £4.35 £5.00
853 DPM W/P Suit £20.83 £23.95
901 Filofax Folder £5.37 £6.17
1001 Ear Defenders (foldaway) £6.26 £7.20
913 Combat Gloves £10.65 £12.25

SIZE, COLOUR COST & TOTAL

IF YOU WANT

THE BEST

FORGET THE REST
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504 Hooped Bivi-GORE-TEX

UK & NI £91.10 BFPO £79.22

524 DPM Hooped Bivi Bag

UK & NI £112.12 BFPO £97.49

506 DPM Basher
Waterproof, minimum rustle DPM
fabric with reinforced edge seams
and suspension loops. Can be
used in many ways to form a tent
orshelter, groundsheet, windbreak
etc. For automatic tensioning and
suspension use our olive green,
lightweight bungees — item 508
in the MISCELLANEOUS section
of the catalogue.
Size: 162.5cm x 234 cm (64" x 92”)
UK&NI £17.00 BFPO £14.78

A =" L S S S SN T S § S S S SN SN S SN S S S S A

IFYOUUSEACCESS OR BARCLAYCARD PLEASE STATE YOUR CARD NUMBER AND CARD HOLDERS REGISTERED ADDRESS

ALL GOODS ARE NORMALLY DISPATCHED WITHIN 21 DAYS (7 DAYS IF ACCESS IS USED)
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A special series
on life on The Rock.

Writer: Robert Higson
Photographer: Terry Champion




BORDER RE-OPENING HAS
IMPROVED GIBRALTAR SCENE

SMALL Spanish girl, aged around seven, cautiously ap-
proached the British soldier standing smartly at ease in the
sentry box on the Gibraltar border and tentatively put her
arm around him, apparently to see if he was real.

Private Daren Cadywould, of A (Tangier) Company, Ist
Battalion, The Queen’s Regiment, described what happened:
“When I came to attention she took fright. Just ran away,

past the police and the customs, right back into Spain.”

For Private Cadywould and
other members of the resident
battalion ceremonial guards on the
border and on the Convent, the
Governor’s Residence, have been
considerably enlivened since the
Spanish agreed to open their gates
earlier this year.

“Spanish tourists start fiddling
with your hat,” he said. “They
seem to think you’re only a dummy
just standing there. You move and
they back away.”

Drill and ceremony weren’t a
great feature of the Battalion’s pro-
gramme at their previous station,
Omagh in Northern Ireland.

But in Gibraltar they have
perhaps the highest public profile
of all the Service units. They
provide the ceremonial guards for
the border and the Convent, where
they do a guard mounting cere-
mony once a week.

They perform the traditional
Gibraltarian Ceremony of the Keys
six times a year and they are the
major component in the annual
Queen’s Birthday Parade.

Some soldiers express a prefer-
ence for being:on patrol in the
sterner conditions of Northern
Ireland, but there are those who
genuinely enjoy what amounts to
their first real experience of per-

forming under the eye of a gen-
erally approving public.

The open border has brought
many more people into Gibraltar
— not only Spaniards, but also
expatriate British from the Costa
del Sol, and international tourists
who can now visit the Rock without
hindrance from Spain.

They add considerably to the
number of spectators at military
ceremonies and to the interest of
the men on guard.

“It’s OK when ‘birds’ come up
and have their photos taken with
you,” said Private Fred Apps in
the Guardroom having a respite
from his stint as ceremonial guard.
“But it’s not so good when you’re
standing there for 45 minutes and
your feet go numb.”

Private David Patrick, of C
(Sobraon) Company, confessed he
wouldn’t be sorry to leave Gibral-
tar, despite the sunshine. You
could get bored with it, he said,
and it was a bit of change from
Northern Ireland.

But even he agreed: ‘“Cere-
monial can be enjoyable at times.
Especially when all the people are
watching and you feel proud to be
there.”

The present detente may have
produced a larger gallery of
spectators for soldiers on cere-
monial duty, but in other respects
it has reduced evidence of the
Army’s presence in the border area.
The current policy is strictly low
profile: no longer do soldiers patrol
the border wire, while the quick
reaction force on duty in the border
guardroom generally remains well
out of sight.

Of course the new situation has
meant a great deal more than
lessening the tedium, or extent, of
guard duty.-

As Brigadier Dick Hume, the
Deputy Fortress Commander,
said: “Gibraltar has improved
immeasurably since the border
opened. It was claustrophobic
before but that has now gone.”

Some residents of the Rock may
disapprove and hanker after the
old days when they felt themselves

Brigadier Dick Hume, the Deputy

i Fortress Commander: “Gibraltar

has improved immeasurably since
the border opened.”

A

safely sealed off from Spain, but
there is little doubt that Servicemen
and their families whole-heartedly
approve,

Immediately before the great
opening it was possible for British
Servicemen to walk across into La
Linea, the Spanish border town.
But beyond that Spain was a closed
book. The only real way to get a
short break from the Rock was
across the Strait of Gibraltar to
Morocco.

But now the historic towns and
cities of Andalucia, the beaches of
the Costa del Sol, the ski-ing fields
of the Sierras are all within reach.

*“Social life is now so much better
for the lads,” said WO2 Paddy
Ryan, the warrant officer now in
charge of the Army Watermanship
Training Centre. “The poor old
Dukes (The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment, the previous resident
battalion) were just stuck here.

“Actually I'm lucky because I’ve
never suffered from siege effects
at Gib. When I was here 20 years
ago as a private in the Middlesex
Regiment the border was open,
and it was open when I came back
this year.”

Lieutenant Colonel Mike Ball,
the CO of 1 Queen’s, had no doubts
about the influence of the open
border on his young soldiers.

“Once they get a taste for
Torremolinos they keep going until
the money runs out,” he said. “But
it’s very nice to see groups of
soldiers being able to hire a car
and do their own thing for a

Married just a month: Private David
Patrick and his wife Tania.

weekend.”

Cars can be hired quite cheaply
from a rental firm which has
established itself just across the
border. It costs under £40 to geta
car from Friday evening to late
Sunday, mileage inclusive.

The one thing impressed upon
soldiers going to Spain for a little
relaxation, Colonel Ball added, is
— whatever you do, don’t be rude.
When a couple of non-Army
Servicemen hauled down a Spanish
flag during a jaunt across the
border, there was, as the CO put
it, hell to pay.

Quite apart from entertainment,
Spain offers good economic reasons
for a visit, especially for families.
The best indication of this is the
fact that Spanish classes offered
by the Army Education Centre at
Bleak House have been heavily
oversubscribed. Wives especially
have been anxious to take the
opportunity to deal on a more equal
footing with Spanish shopkeepers.

But even if you don’t speak
Spanish the Wednesday market in
La Linea is definitely the place to
buy fresh fruit and vegetables.

“I go across there every week,”
said Mrs Gloria Waldron who is
married to Corporal Anthony
Waldron of HQ Company, 1
Queen’s. “The prices are about
half of what they are here. A lot of
wives go over in groups.”

Private David Patrick has been



married only a month. His young
wife Tania hasn’t yet ventured into
Spain although she was sure she
would have to as the prices in
Gibraltar were very expensive.
“£1.10 for a packet of cornflakes!”

Mrs Clare Greengrass, the wife
of Staff Sergeant Raymond Green-
grass, of HQ Company, gave an
example of how shopping had
improved.

Before the border opened she
was paying £1.25 for five pounds
of potatoes. Now she is able to buy
three kilos for under 50p, and the
quality is a great deal better.

You can’t bring dairy products
or meat into Gibraltar — the
Greengrass family didn’t seem to
think this was a bad thing con-
sidering what they had seen of
Spanish butchers.

But, as Colonel Ball explained,
many other items like household
cleaning materials, were cheaper
from the Continente Hypermarket,
favourite shopping spot on the road
from La Linea to Algerciras, even
when you had to pay duty at the
Gibraltar customs.

Staff Sergeant Greengrass who
has two teenage daughters, Sammy
and Lisa, said: “The family enjoy
it here, though maybe it would be

Adding to the attractions of
Gibraltar for locals and visitors
alike The Queen’'s Regiment Albu-
hera Band is giving musical support
during 1 Queen'’s tour as resident
battalion. Man with the baton is
Bandmaster WO1 P E Hills.

a different story if the border had
been closed.”

He works in the 1 Queen’s
families office so he has a good
insight into what other people are
thinking. The number of family
problems, he said, was less than
he would have expected, perhaps
due to the fact that a lot of trips to
Spain and Morocco as well as other

activities were laid on for depen-
dants.

From a personal point of view
he added: “I’m enjoying it at the
moment, but two years is about
enough, and Tidworth (the Batta-
lion’s next move) is not at all a bad
prospect.”

Both he and Mrs Greengrass
mentioned one regret that might

These days a familiar sight to
families on the way to and from
the Spanish shops — the Spanish
guard on the other side of the
border.

sound a bit odd to anyone coming
from the British summer of ‘85 —
the lack of rain. It hadn’t rained in
Gibraltar since February and they
were missing it!

T




EX-miner IS

underground
once more

WENTY-FIVE years
ago Captain Les Fagg,
RAOC, was a miner in
Kent. Now as G4 (Opera-
tions and Planning) at
Fortress Headquarters,
Gibraltar, he finds him-
self spending a lot of his time
underground again, and evidently
enjoying every minute of it.

The job entails a thorough
knowledge of the great complex of
tunnels and chambers which have
become, in over ‘two-and-a-hali
centuries of British rule, among
the hidden wonders of Gibraltar.
As he himself confesses, it’s a job
which has become something of a
hobby.

In terms of simple statistics
Gibraltar has 34 miles of roadway
underground, rather more than it
has on the surface. Someone has
calculated that all the excavation
has removed a mere one thou-
sandth part of the total volume of
the entire Rock.

Tunnelling began during the
Great Siege of Gibraltar in the
late 18th Century when the
redoubtable Sergeant Major Ince
proposed burrowing through the
Rock to establish a battery on the
North Face.

The work continued in later
phases, notably at the turn of this
century and during the Munich
crisis of the late 1930s. But the
greatest period by far was the
years 1940-43 during World War 2
when British and Canadian Sap-
pers worked flat out to extend the
system by over 20 miles.

Three Royal Engineer Tunnel-
ling Companies were formed —
180, 170 and 178. They were joined
by a Canadian company who
introduced the art of diamond
drilling to Gibraltar and made life
a lot easier for everyone.

Today it is generally recognised
that Gibraltar’s tunnelling days are
over. Indeed stone is now having
to be imported from Spain for the
land recovery operations which
were once supplied by excavations
in the Rock.

Much of the warren of caves
and tunnels is now deserted except
for PSA maintenance teams and
parties of visitors, for the system is
becoming increasingly one of the
tourist attractions of Gibraltar.

Captain Fagg himself often
shares his interest in the tunnels
with specially invited groups to
whom he can show some of the
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areas not normally open to the
general public.

The REME workshops, for
example, an enormous cavern
500 ft long and 300 ft wide and
reputed to be the largest un-
supported man made cave in
existence.

Then there is the so-called
Great North Road, running due
north and south inside the Rock.
It is capable of accommodating
Bedford lorries and at one and three
quarter miles it is the longest and
straightest road in Gibraltar.

At the northern end there is the
enormous complex carved out
during World War 2 capable of
accommodating 17,000 troops.
Great caverns, hewn out of the
Rock, were designed to house 600
men in a series of underground
Nissen huts. There is a hospital in
the same area as well where metal
hooks for drips are still fixed to
the rocky ceiling of the cavernous
wards and white tiles still gleam in
the operating theatre.

In Calpe Hole an entire gene-
rating station stands as complete
as when it ceased operations some
20 years ago. There is still
lubricating oil in the two generators
and spare parts still crowd the
shelves of the storerooms.

Further on, where MacFarlane’s
Gallery gives access to the batteries

which were fixed in World War 2
to cover every part of the border,
visitors are shown the 4.5 inch
naval gun, the last to be in any
semblance of order. It doesn’t
work but it was spruced up by
Royal Pioneers of 187 (Tancred)
Company, from Tidworth, who
have been responsible for so much
of the cleaning and refurbishing
of Gibraltar’s tunnels.

Also on the North Face is the
“Jock’s Balcony” affording spec-
tacular views across the border into
Spain. It was built by the 4th
Battalion, The Black Watch, which
was, during World War 2, the so-
called In-Rock Battalion. Evidently
they lived in a cavern which had
originally been intended for a
reservoir, and they left their mark
on Gibraltar by a fair bit of tun-
nelling themselves.

CAPT LES FAGG...
No stranger down below!

The tour continues down the
596 steps of Thompson’s Raise, a
drop of 600 feet. At the bottom
there is a locked gate which can be
a source of some anxiety. For if
your guide has forgotten the key
there is an awfully long and
arduous route retracing your steps.

Captain Fagg is due shortly to
hand over his responsibilty for the
tunnels and leave Gibraltar. He
says he will go with some regret.

“Most people say that two years
is plenty in Gibraltar, but this is a
very challenging job made really
worthwhile by the involvement
with the tunnels.”

The In-Rock Great North Road —
the longest and straightest highway
in Gibraltar




EW of the many visitors
to the tunnels of Gibr-
altar could match the
knowledgeable interest
displayed by a couple of
TA Sappers who were
on the rock for their
annual two-week camp.

Both men were geologists and
members of the Engineer Specialist
Pool which provides expert advice
for all three Services.

So when Lieutenant Mike
Rosebaum and Captain David
Loughman joined a conducted tour
of the tunnels it was not, as far as
they were concerned, just a
question of marvelling at the extent
and scale of the system,

For them the fine details of rock
type and formation were equally
important, and they were fre-
quently called upon for an opinion
on various cracks and bulges. At
one point, where the underground
roadway passes through a natural
cave which rises like a vertical shaft
above it, they were asked about
the safety of some rather large
pieces of rock crowding ominously
down gullies on either side.

Lieutenant Rosebaum, a teacher
of geology at Imperial College,
London, was on his third visit to
Gibraltar. He explained that his
annual two week camp — his
principal obligation to the TA apart
from a couple of military training
weekends — often fell into two
distinct categories.

He said: ““On this particular tour
we are dealing with about nine
small tasks which require con-
sultancy advice with regard to slope
and tunnel stability and foundation
capacity of the rock.”

“But other exercises may involve
just one project. For example the
reconstruction of the runway at
Ascension Island which has suf-
fered severe wearing over the
course of the last few years. This
has resulted in a whole camp being
devoted purely to the source of
rock for re-building the runway.”

particularly important job in war
conditions where surface supplies
could easily become contaminated.
“This is the best developed military
role we have,” said Captain
Loughman who is an exploration
geologist with Shell International.
“It means one really functions as a
staff officer and it is expected that
you know all the NBC drills and
how to handle a weapon.”
Captain Loughman was on his
first visit to Gibraltar as a geologist,
although he had visited beforeasa
member of a TA hockey team. For

¢ This is the best developed
military role we have. It
means one really functions as
a staff officer’

Advising on engineering work was
essentially a peace time role,
Lieutenant Rosebaum added. In
war the job was primarily with 1
BR Corps being consulted about
such things as how wet weather
was likely to affect mobility in
specific areas, or if certain ground
was suitable for digging in, or the
provision of material for temporary
airfields or roads.

In addition there was the
responsibility of advising on the
location of fresh water — a

him it was an opportunity to look
and learn.

Like most people who visit the
tunnels for the first time he was
very impressed with what he saw.

“The system is very impressive,”
Lieutenant Rosebaum added,
“both from a tourist and an
engineering geological point of
view. There are no serious tunnel-
ling problems. It is an ideal rock.
Really it is a question of handling
it like a living creature. Treat it
well and it will give you good

EXpertise of
man proves
very handy

support and good service. But
ignore it and it may tend to bite
back.”

Generally the system was quite
sound and needed only a small
amount of maintenance to keep it
in a safe condition. In some areas
there were desposits of shale, a
notoriously bad material for tunnel-
ling as it reverted back into soft
mud once exposed to the air.
Where attempts had been made to
dig through shale the tunnels had
been abandoned and sealed off.

Incidentally Lieutenant Rose-
baum and Captain Loughman
between them represent nearly half
the geologists in the Engineer
Specialist Pool. They are slightly
down on their establishment of six.

Looking to long term needs,
Lieutenant Rosebaum said, there
was a pressing need for new
recruitment. Unfortunately it
wasn’t enough just to be an
academic geologist; you needed
qualifications in the engineering
side of the business as well.

And such people were hard to
find being often scattered, by the
nature of their calling, to remote
areas of the world at the behest of
the mining and oil companies they
served.

Below: Lieutenant Mike Rosebaum
and Captain David Loughman, two
TA geologists in Gibraltar, examine
one cave which was hewn by nature
and not by Royal Engineers




With some changes ... the worid
of wallahs still survives

T is getting on for 40 years
since the demise of the
British Raj, but the memo-
ries linger on.

For example in a place
like the huddle of sheds
behind South Barracks in

Gibraltar. The barracks are said
to be the oldest still used by the
British Army — at the moment
they house A (Tangier) and B
(Holland) companies, 1st Bartalion,
The Queen’s Regiment.

In this rear area a business
tradition with deep roots in
Britain’s imperial past still flouri-
shes. It is the world of the wallah
— an institution familiar to
generations of British troops in
India.

Mr Samiullah Khan belongs to
a family which has served the
British Army for over a century.
His grandfather looked after the
needs of soldiers on the North West
Frontier.

His father is the redoubtable Dr
K M Aslam Khattak who now
oversees from his base in Hong
Kong an extensive family business
which, apart from Gibraltar, also
has a branch in Northern Ireland.

In Gibraltar Mr Samiullah
Khan has 22 men, all of them
Pakistani and most of them related
to himself.

Their function is to provide the
troops with laundry and dry
cleaning plus tailoring and canteen
services.

They make the dark green
summer uniforms which are
peculiar to service in Gibraltar.
And for 1 Queens, the Resident
Battalion, they furnish each com-
pany with a canteen where soldiers

Sabir Gul in the tailoring shop
behind South Barracks

can get tea or coffee or hamburgers
between seven in the morning and
11 at night.

Of course there are a few
differences. These days they don’t
supply the once famous nappy-
wallahs who were reputed to be
able to shave a man so delicately
that he could be asleep in bed
during the entire operation.

Nor do the char-wallahs still
appear with their tea urns when-
ever and wherever the troops come
to rest. Mr Samiullah Khan
explained that the practice of
carrying the tea cans into barrack
rooms had ceased in 1965.

But in other ways an old and
honoured tradition is alive and well
and flourishing in one of the last
remaining outposts of Empire.

Samiullah Khan, chief of the
wallahs in Gibraltar

Qamar Zaman and Umar Zaman behind the counter in the A (Tangier)

Company canteen

.
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Changing the Governor’s
Guard-— a regular weekly
“fourist-attraction in
Gibraltar. CSM Barry
Camille watches from the
portico of the Convent, the
Governor’s Residence, as
members of A(Tangier) ‘
Company, 1 Queens, mount
guard. e
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'_'-'Blenheim today ... Waterloo tomorrow . . . then World War 2

t was a week with a differ-
ence for members of 2
Platoon, A Company, Ist
Battalion, The Gloucester-
shire Regiment.
“Yesterday they went
from fighting a future war
back to the Battle of Blenheim in
one day,” said Lieutenant Paul
Holt, the platoon commander.
“They are still on Blenheim today.
The Battle of Waterloo all day
tomorrow. World War 2 on
Thursday. Back to the assault
course on Friday. So quite a varied
programme — from Noddy suits
to the early 18th Century.”
Lieutenant Holt, who was due
to become a temporary sergeant
for his appearance at Waterloo,
was talking about the Army’s own
film tribute to the tercentenary
regiments of 1985.
On behalf of Brigadier The

Story:
Robert Higson

Pictures:
Pavul Haley

Modern Glosters in period uniform
seem well capable of withstanding
a Waterloo cavalry charge

Honourable Willie Rous, Director
of Public Relations (Army), the
Central Office of Information is
producing a short 16mm film to
explain something about the spirit
and traditions of the British Army
over the past 300 years.

Quite a tall order you might
think, and you would be right.
Certainly no one involved with
the production would disagree. /
Richard Stroud, the director,
observed: “It is very difficult
because we don’t have that many
resources. So it’s a question of
trying to marshal them in such a
way that they have maximum
impact in front of the camera,
which means long focus lenses and

making people do apparently silly
things like running backwards and
forwards in front of the camera.

Mr Stroud, whose telev
credits include such things as
“Oxbridge Blues™ and the /
series, had nine days to get his
footage of the battles of Blenheim
and Waterloo, the Normandy
campaign and the armed conflict
of the future.

He had a full professional film
crew, four or five professional
actors to speak the lines, Sappers
of 8 Field Squadron, 22 Engineer
Regiment, to handle the special
effects, the platoon of Glosters to
act the infantry, and 10 horses
and riders from Mounted Troop,

It all looks realistic enough as
troopers and foot soldiers ‘take
five’

160 Provost Company, RMP, to
represent the cavalry.

There was additional support
from 6 Field Support Squadron,
22 Engineer Regiment, who pro-
vided painted signs for the Nor-
mandy sequence, and 5th Royal
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards who
were due to operate some armour
for the later sequences.

Two actors, Dallas Adams and
Bruce Payne, had the job of
portraying respectively the arche-
typal sergeant and corporal
through the ages, for this was

(Continued page 32)




essentially a story about the key
role of NCOs in fostering regi-
mental spirit.

Bruce Payne spent the first day
of filming romping around in full
NBC kit as a section leader in a
future war, an experience he

Bernard Brown: make-up

described, rather surprisingly, as
— ““far less hot than I thought it
would be and very comfortable.”

Another actor, Michael
Maloney, was on hand for the
Blenheim scenes as an officer
bedecked with lace and periwig as
a suitably dandified contrast to

the down-to-earth NCOs.

David Carson, the production’s
adviser on military history,
explained: *“This is really a story
of how the NCO has been a very
strong factor in regimental pride
and spirit throughout 300 years
of the British Army. This can’t be

Waterloo cavalry on the move

said, sadly, of commissioned
officers because in the initial
stages, when they purchased their
commissions, they changed regi-
ments a great deal.

“The NCO was the one who
stayed behind and fostered the sort
of esprit de corps which is still
seen today.”

In order to avoid the difficulty
of trying to be fair to all regiments
it had been decided not to depict
scenes involving actual units, but
to use anonymous groups of
soldiers to represent everyone in
selected cameos from the days of
Marlborough to the hypothetical
conflict of the future.

Mr Carson’s interest in the
production extended beyond the
provision of advice on detail
between Blenheim and the World
War 2 (for the later scenes he had

Cavalry charge, Blemheim style

to yield to the experience of men
who served).

He is the proud owner of a
WW2 German tank destroyer
which was due to make a dramatic
appearance through a brick wall
when the action moved in time, if
not location, to Normandy later
in the week.

Meanwhile for Marlborough’s
famous victory at Blenheim —
three days and two and a half
centuries earlier — men of 8 Field
Squadron, Royal Engineers, were
manning the smoke generators
and checking the battle simulation
charges for a charge by the RMP
cavalry.

Providing suitable effects for
exercises was nothing new to these
Sappers but this time they were
working with pyrotechnics and
equipment provided by Unwins,
a firm which specialises in battle
simulation for films.

Lance Corporal Paddy Mc-
Dowell had wired up the 18
charges and sat at the Unwins
Battle Master Control Console,
Mk II, ready for action. It was, he
said, a rather more sophisticated
system than the one he normally
used, and Sergeant Duncan Reed,
who was urging him during the
charge, said: “‘It is a brilliant bit
of kit — the sort of thing we could
do with.”

The horses had been rehearsed
the day before with a couple of
pyrotechnics burst over their heads
to see how they would take it.
They took it rather well and later
galloped through the smoke and
the explosions as though they had
been charging the French all their
lives.

It was, observed WO2 Eric
Lawton, the Sergeant Major of
Mounted Troop, something of a
change from normal police duties
around Aldershot.

Private Michael Hope, of the

On yer bike!

David Carson: musketry drill

Glosters, who spent much of the
morning in the costume of a foot
soldier in Marlborough’s army
stirring a camp fire, expressed
much the same view.

“We are quite happy with it
really,” he said. *“It’s quite a cushy
job and it saves us from doing all
that running around the training
area.”

The Glosters were Spearhead
battalion at the time, which means
being ready to move in case of an
emergency. So had anything
happened Private Hope and the
rest of 2 Platoon would pre-
sumably have had to drop their
muskets in a hurry and pick up
their more customary personal
weapons.

But as they were not in the
leading element, that is the
company at the greatest state of
readiness, they could be spared
for the job of acting, as well as
being soldiers for a week.
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CULVERHOUSE

96 The Parade, SUPPLIERS OF MILITARY CLOTHING:
Watford HERTS, CLIMBING: CAVING: CANOEING:
Tel: 0923 44100/52805 WALKING: CAMPING & SURVIVAL
Hours of Business Mon-Sat 9 am - 5.30 pm EQUIPMENT.

DO YOU RUN A PRI SHOP OR TRAINING WING?
HOW OFTEN HAVE YOU BEEN ASKED FOR DPM CLOTHING

g SURVIVAL, CAMPING AND OUTDOOR PURSUITS EQUIPMENT?

CULVERHOUSE already supply many PRI shops and Training wings in the U.K. & Overseas. Our
Retail Showroom in WATFORD HIGH STREET probably holds the largest stocks & choice of
military and outdoor pursuits equipment available. We have been established for over 15 years
and are known for our fast & efficient service to supply quality products at the lowest prices. We
deal direct with all leading manufacturers and use our buying power to negotiate generous
discounts and are able to pass these on to you. By using Culverhouse as your source of supply you
will not only save money but time and effort as this prevents you dealing with perhaps some 20
different manufacturers and retailers. We can supply you a range of products immediately to suit
your specific requirements to sell to your recruits. It may be that you already use one or more
suppliers, if so why not compare? Just tell us the quantity & items you wish to purchase and we will
quote - without obligation. INTERESTED? then contact MARTIN CULVERHOUSE on WATFORD

FIFFFFIFIFIFFIFFIFIIFFIFIFF g'nmmsema

\ 44100.
PERSONAL KIT SALES
For the individual who wishes to select his own equipment from our 48 page Mail Order
Catalogue/Price List which contains all of the items you require for your personal kit at the lowest
prices.
Examples below:- BFPO UK & NI BFPO UK & NI
CYCLOPS ROC GREEN 50.00 57.50 | DPM KIP MAT 9.30 10.70
CYCLOPS ROC DPM 54.20 62.33 | DPM Shorts Cotton 4.80 Hih2
Q CRUSADER GREEN 86.08 99.00 | DPM Wallet 2.80 3.22

CRUSADER DPM 92147 106.00 | DPM ‘T’ Shirt 4.00 4.60
Goretex BIVVI Bag STD Green 49.00 56.35 | Lionheart Jacket Goretex 73.17 84.15
Goretex BIVVI Bag X/L Green  58.39 67.15 | Norwegian Army Shirt 14.75 16.96
Goretex BIVVI Bag DPM ‘L’ Zip 63.60 73.14 | KARRIMOR Jaguar 585 56.68 65.18
Coleman Peak 1 STOVE 21.00 24.15 | Allweather Sleeping Bag (L) 70.21 80.75
TRANGIA 27 STOVE 12.96 14.90 | Silva compass 4/6400 NATO 10.74 12:35
Tekna Microlite 5.14 5.91 | Silva compass Type 23 5.80 6.67
Explora Survival Knife 59.08 67.95 | Black Zippo Lighter 6.62 7.61
Mauser Knife 9.46 11.00 | Field Towel Green 2.18 251
DPM Map Case 8.10 9.31 | Mess Tin Lid 3.66 4.21
DPM Basha 14.01 16.11 | Gerber Command 1 Knife 49.00 56.36
Postage & Packaging up to £60 : £2.75 £60-120 : £4.75 £120 plus £6.25
For CREDIT CARD Transactions (ACCESS & BARCLAYCARD) items in stock will be despatched
sameday
Please note these prices apply to mail order only. If you wish to collect goods please Enquire.

PLEASE ENCLOSE 2 x 13p STAMPS FOR FREE

CATALOGUE/PRICE LIST

Send to : CULVERHOUSE (MAILORDER)

96 The Parade

QUALITY PRODUCTS: . Watford, Hert;,
LOWEST PRICES gt
FAST SERVICE  NAMEL e
ACHIBESE. 2 i suere iubsbere b v pims b ot s SO St ol L e

£££££££££££££££££££££££
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et to know
the Ofhcer

In our
Company.

Our Armed Forces Liaison Ofticer has actually served in the Armed Forces and has
years of Service life behind him. So you can be sure he has a close knowledge of the financial

needs of Servicemen and their families.

Write to him and he'll tell you of the many ways we can help.
We have a special Export Car Loan Scheme, for example, that’s only available to HM

Forces in Western Europe.

You can also apply for a Barclayloan at sensible and com petitive rates to help you buy

the furniture, car or whatever you've had
your eye on.

While our Cashplan Account has been
designed to help you cope with the ups and
downs of your spending. It does this by
allowing you to save when you can, and
borrow when you need to.

Of course, if you want to save instead of
borrowing, there are special rates of interest
for regular savers.

The many other services we offer
include advice on the right insurance for
your family, home or contents,and guidance
on investment and taxation.

And you don't have to be a Barclays
customer to use our Armed Forces Liaison
Officer. For more detailed information post
the coupon.

Barclayloans Cashplan

Savings Insurance

HM Forces Export Car Loan Scheme
Other financial matter (please indicate) or
write separately.

Name
Rank No.
Address

Post to:- Squadron Leader K S Foster

RAF (Retd), Armed Forces Liaison Officer,
Barclays Bank PLC, Juxon House,

94 St Paul’s Churchyard, London, EC4AM 8EH.

BARCLAYS
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TO be told your child
is suffering from brain
injury must be one of
the worst nightmares
anyone can face.

The British Institute
for Brain Injured Chil-
dren offers help and
comfort.

If you want more
information write to:
British Institute for
Brain Injured Children,
Knowle Hall, Knowle,
Bridgwater, Somerset,
TA7 8PJ. Bridgwater
0278 684060.

* ok ok ok

GOING to Brunei? With
effect 1 March '85 Ser-
vice personnel, depen-
dants and civilians have
needed a visa before
entering or re-entry into
Brunei.

Exceptions: nationals
of Singapore and Malay-
sia; nationals' of Indo-
nesia/Thailand and
Philippines holding con-
firmed return or onward
tickets, who are permitted
to stay up to two weeks
without a visa.

The Services Booking
Centre, London, will
advise on visa docu-
mentation.

L & & & 4

THE Wives' Guide is
available from units for
every Serviceman's
wife.

There are 30,000
copies in Donnington,
so if you have notgota
copy, then ask your
unit.

How to play

THE Royal Society for the
Prevention of Accidents (ROS-
PA), is hoping this year's bonfire
night on 5 November, will again
show a drop in firework acci-
dents

1984 figures show that 778

NEVER FOOL WITH |
FIREWORKS

Why your parrot

CAN | bring my snake, parrot, tortoise, hamster
back to UK? Does my budgie really haveto go
into quarantine in Scotland? Is it true that |
must get a certificate to bring my houseplants

back to my quarter?

And sothe letters keep coming and it is obvious

a licence

that the plant, bird, reptile,
animal, fish, pet population
among Servicemen and their
families is considerable.

Yet, sadly, many pets and
plants will never make it back
home, being stopped at ports
of departure or entry. And all
because they lack the cor-
rect licence.

Yetitis all so easy. Apply
in good time to the correct
ministry for the necessary
forms. Once completed and
returned, the import licence
will be issued.

So easy, but so many do
not realise that by trying to
smuggle their pets and
plants through they face
hefty penalties and could
well be the cause of an
epidemic of a killer disease.

with fire!

people has hospital treatment,
489 of these were 15 and under.
Ofthese 231 accurred within the
family or private party, 298 inthe
street and the majority by the
popular banger

To help, ROSPA's new leaflet
Enjoy Bonfire Night in Safetyand
Watch that Bonfire is available
at £4 per 100. Posters too,
Fireworks are Dangerous in
Pockets, Is this one a dud?,
Fireworks 8-12 year olds, videos
and filmslides are all available
from ROSPA, Cannon House,
The Priory, Queensway, Bir-
mingham, B4 6BS

From your local authority you
can ask for free leaflets on how
to run a fireworks display, A
Guide to Organisation,

So there is help and advice
available. Do take heed and
make sure your 5 November
goes off without accident.

For example, Newcastle
disease for birds, Dutch elm
for trees or deadly rabies.

The limit without a phylo-
sanitary certificate is five
plants; a maximum of six
birds per family which all
have to undergo a quaran-
tine period with veterinary
checks before and after
arriving in UK.

needs

Many birds, particularly
those of the parrot family
need licences from the
Department of the Environ-
ment. You should write to:
Department of the Environ-
ment, Wildlife Conservation
Licensing Section, Room
1105, Tolgate House, Houl-
ton Street, Bristol, BS2 9DJ.
(Tel: Bristol 218170).
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THERE is a possibility that rotten
furniture from the Far East could be
burned on arrival in the UK as it could
possibly carry pests.

Advice from the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries: “Have it
commercially fumigated and put one
copy of the firm's certificate with the
MFO, and keep one yourself.”

Do remember that each country
overseas and also the UK has
endangered species. This not only
prohibits the importation of animals,
plants, reptiles and fish, but also goods
and products made from them. So if
you have a parot, cacti, bonsai, orchids,
reptile watchstraps, fur coats, 1o save
confiscation of pets or goods, write to:
Endangered Species Branch, Tollgate
House, Houlton Street, Bristol BS2
9DJ.

When furniture can
L eannees 00 @ POSE aenins
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Dags, cats, hamsters, guinea pigs,
gerbils, mice, rats and rabbits, write to:
Import Section, Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, Govemment
Buildings, Hook Rise South, Tolwarth,
Surbiton, Susrey, KT6 7NF.

Tropical, freshwater and omamental
cold water fish: Ministry of Agriculture
Fisheries and Food, Room 368, Greal
Westminster House, Horseferry Road,
London, SW1P 2AE.

Tortoises, reptiles etc: Wildlife
Conservation Section, Department of
the Environment, Tollgate House,
Houlton St, Bristol, BS2 9DJ.

House Plants: Ministry of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food, Plant Health
Administrative Unit, Great Westminster
House, Horsefemy Road, London, SW1P
2AE.

| ASKED Michael Mates,
MP to explain the current
position regarding Service
voters, dependants and
those reaching 18 while
overseas. He wrote to
Minister of State for
Defence, Lord Trefgarne
who has replied.

He says: “Under the
current arrangements Ser-
vice personnel and their
spouses who are registered
as Service voters and
stationed in the UK are able
to vote in person, by post or
by proxy, while overseas
they may vote by proxy.

“As such, the Serviceman

or those wonderful
sausages?
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HOW many times have you been
asked to bring back all those
delicious meat joints, the excel-
lent varieties of pate and salami
German

But however much you wish to
bring any meat product into UK it

Vote by proxy if
stationed abroad

is in a relatively privileged
position compared with his
civilian counterpart.

“As you may know the
Representation of the People
Act, for which of course the
Home Secretary is respon-
sible, was considered by
Parliament earlier this year.

“As originally drafted the
Bill provided for Service

could spell disaster for you and us.

Foot and mouth or African swine
fever or classical swine fever have
hitfarms in six European countries.

Just one infected salami or joint
of meat could bring devastating
effects to our livestock and it is firmly
believed that an outbreak in Belgium

voters overseas to vote by
post as well as by proxy.
However, at the Report Stage
ofthe Bill the Ulster Unionists
entered amendments which
prevented absent voters
applying to have postal ballot
papers sent outside the
United Kingdom.

“The objections centred
on the proposed distinction

was due to anillegal personal import
of meat products.

You must declare meat, saus-
ages, ham, and pate. You are
allowed to import up to one kilogram
of meat products from certain
countries. But no meat products are
allowed from Spain, Portugal, Israel

between Northern Ireland
and the rest of the United
Kingdom and about ballot
papers travelling outside the
United Kingdom. | am afraid
this means that Service
voters overseas will con-
tinue to vote by proxy.
"With regard to depen-
dants | understand that the
Home Office takes the view

Why bringing home the bacon could cause a big row!

and North Africa. Neither can meat,
sausages, salami or ham be brought
in from ltaly,

So the advice is, if you have any
meat go through the Red Channel.
Evenifitis found to be contaminated
you will NOT be fined, but it will
safeguard our livestock

that anindividual aged 18 or
over, as an adult, should
meet qualification criteria in
his own right rather than on
the basis of a parent.

“That part of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act
which provides for vote by
proxy for British residents
averseas, as long as they
have registered to vote in
the United Kingdom during
the last five years, will apply
to the adult dependants to
which Mrs Armstrong refers
as well as to other British
residents overseas. | under-
stand that it is hoped to
introduce this system in
1887."

Beat that
kid's cough

A WHOOPING cough epi-
demic is expected later this
year. This distressing disease
affects all children, but is
particularly disturbing for
children under six.

The Health Education
Committee is launching a
campaign to promote im-
munisation. Whooping
cough — What You Need to
Knowexplains the diesease
and what can be done to

help.
Available free from:
Whooping Cough Campaign,

PO Box 764, London, SE99
6YE.

THE divorce rate continues
to soar and it is estimated
that one in three marriages
will end this way.

How do the Services
compare with other groups?
Arecent Marriage Guidance
Council publication, Relating
to Marriage, shows a sample
survey of 2,164 divorces in
England and Wales.

The Armed Forces are
second in the league table
(270) behind the caring
professions, doctors, social
workers, dentists, clergy and
the like, who are top with 365!

So we are a high risk
group. Perhaps this will come
as news to some who, | fear,
have been saying we are
average compared with civi-
lian divorce rates.

We may assess the pos-

CANTERBURY HOME

Forces second...

sible factors, apart from
human relationships, with
finance, moving, separation,
and housing. All could well
be contributory causes

Service families also have
the added problem that if a
marriage runs into difficulty
thenonly in UK and Germany
is there Marriage Guidance
Counselling.

In other locales legal ad-
vice is non-existent on the
ground, and you may have to
wait some months in some
areas for MG help but at least
it's there.

For those who find that
divorce is becoming a reality,
then the stark title The
Divorce Book: A Marriage
Guidance Lifeguide costs
just 95 pence, and is a most
comprehensive booklet.

~ Pride in not seeking help
in the early stages is, | am
sure, one of the main diffi-
culties. The fear of discus-
sing the problem with people
you know, meet and work
with makes it more difficult.

If wives are frightened to
put their names to letters to
use for publication and think
twice before speaking out on
any subject, how much more
difficult for them if they have
a matrimonial problem?

Both the books mentioned
are Marriage Guidance
publications Aelating to Mar-
riage (£5.95) and The
Divorce Book (95p) and are
available from NMGC Book-
shop, Herbert Grey College,
Little Church Street, Rugby,
CV21 3AP. Sterling cheques
only.

For many families the
welcome sight of bull-
dozers knocking down the
1960s quarters comes on
the one hand with relief,
but on the other hand the
doubt whether the quarters
currently being built will
be any better.

Families are wused to
experiments. Flat roofs in
Camberley, the systems
quarters in Aldershot, stor-
age and underfloor heating
and so on.

Perhaps lessons from past
mistakes have at last sunk
home for | can honestly say
the new quarters | visited
in Talavera Road, Howe
Barracks, Canterbury, are of
a very high standard indeed.
They are adream come true

My firstimpression was of
delight. The layout of 13 units
per acre gives a spacious,
uncongested look; the front
and rear elevations are as
good as any private estate;
open plan front gardens are
coupled with rear gardens
giving fewer maintenance
problems. There is also
space for prams and play.

Whenthe estate is finished
there will be 257 B C & D
types, enabling the majority
of families to be on camp.

Apart from minor diffi-
culties — concerning the fit-
ting of carpets, the wasted
space either side of the
cooker, plus an interior main
sitting room light — there are

Canterbury

no horrifc colour schemes
with non-matching furnish-
ings. But PSA feel the
Service furniture and furni-
shings do not do justice to
the houses. | agree.

There are no garages, but
car space is adjacent to
every house. Play areas are
dotted around and | am
concerned that much more
thought must now be given
to planning areas which have
to cater for the under-fives
to the 16-year-olds.

Equipment, surface and
layout must be a priority so
that, for example, climbing
frames and slides do not
finish within a few feet of a
footpath which will probably
be used as a cycle path, as
is at least one case at
Canterbury.

Play areas are important
when Service families have
on average two children. On
this estate there could be
500 children looking for
somewhere to play.

Speaking to families
already in they agree the
quarters are excellent. At
present the houses are all
grade two, but when the
estate is finished all will be
grade one.

But a plea from the estate
warden: please water the
new plants in your front
garden and report any acts
of vandalism.

Long may this type of
building continue.

How observant are you?

These two pictures look alike but they differ in ten details.
Look at them carefully. You can check your answers by turning to page 42.

Pty .
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HE National Army

Museum, Chelsea, is

offering the publicarare

chance of seeing some-

thing of an extraordinary

art form which flourished

during the heyday of

Empire and which, like many

traditions, continues rather more
modestly today.

Regimental silver is not and

| never was publicart. It has always
reflected the tastes and interests
of small, tightly-knit groups of
men, and unless you have regular
access to mess nights you are not
likely to see very much of it.

Mr Julian Saunders, who runs
the museum’s department of
equipment and applied art (that is
most things which don’t fall into ob-
vious categories like weapons and

| uniforms) has organised an exhi-
| bition of around 160 pieces which
will be open to the end of the year.

““As far as I know this is the first

. comprehensive exhibition of mili-

' tary silver for about 50 years,” he

- said. “If you added everything up
you could be talking of a value in
excess of six or seven figures. But
individual values are very difficult
to ascertain because these are based
on recent sales and it is quite
unusual for regimental or military
associated silver to come on the
market.”

The range of the exhibition
covers everything from the enor-
mous and ornate centre pieces, so
popular with Victorian regiments,
to more personal items like the
Duke of Wellington’s watch and
the ivory cane, made of Narwhal
tusk, looted from the palace of
Tibboo Sahib in the 4th Mysore
War of 1799.

In recent years though a few
regiments have disbanded, most
have amalgamated and regimental
trophies have piled up in many
modern messes like heirlooms in a
long established country house.

But in 1922 what was then
known as the Irish Free State came
into being, and with its birth died
many of the old Irish regiments of
the British Army.

Disbandment meant, of course,
dispersal of silver and trophies and
much of this current exhibition is
based on relics from long gone Irish
and Indian regiments.

In 1911 the officers of the 2nd
Battalion, The Prince of Wales’s
Leinster Regiment, were evidently
so pleased to get a home posting
that they clubbed together to
commission a silver model of the
Round Tower at Glendalough
surrounded by figures representing
Europe, Africa, India, and North
America — the continents in which
they had served.

The piece now belongs to the
National Army Museum and is
one of those currently on show.

| Not far away in the display is

¢ another silver monstrosity which

§ celebrated the importance the
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103rd Bombay Fusiliers attached
to a posting to England in 1871.
Mr Saunders selected as his
favourite (‘“‘they are all pretty
awful”) the elaborate silver monu-
ment presented to Sir Henry
Lawrence, the political agent in

the Punjab, after the 2nd Sikh War
1848-49.

It shows a group of allegorical
figures, representing peace, plenty,
surrender and so forth, clustered
around Sir Henry while scenes of
martial mayhem are depicted

behind. At the base various
animals, whose significance to the
tableau is by no means clear, rest
in apparent contentment.

Overall this type of Victorian
silverware does not now enjoy a
very high aesthetic reputation.

Above right: Julian Saunders with a silver centre piece commemorating the Indian Mutiny. It once

belonged to the 2nd Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers,
Company’s army as the 104 Bengal Fusiliers. The troph

resting on a tiger skin

which was originally part of the East India
y is displayed as it always was by tradition,

Below right: Scenes from the capture of Namur in the War of the League of Augsburg 1695 — an
important event in the history of the Royal Irish Regiment, the most senior of those disbanded in 1922.
The piece was made in the early 20th Century

Top: The elephant
tusk snuff box of the
2 Connaught Rangers

Above: The Round
Tower of Glenda-
lough as seen in a
centre piece commis-
sioned by the 2nd
Battalion, The Prince
of Wales's Leinster
Regiment, in 1911

Left: The piece pre-
sented to Sir Henry
Lawrence after the
2nd Sikh War

Story:
Robert
Higson

Pictures:
Les Wiggs

Even Sir John Fortescue, the
military historian, was once moved
to describe them as “Not always
in the happiest taste.”

But, as an exhibition leaflet
points out, they provide “an
evocative reminder of forgotten
campaigns, great characters and
deeds nobly done.”

“Regimental silver reflects the
taste of the time,” said Mr
Saunders. “Today’s taste is not
that of the 1880s which went for
oppulent, we would say vulgar,
silver.”

The presentation of ornaments
either singly or by groups seems
to have grown in the second half
of the 19th Century. It was based
on important changes which
occured throughout the Army
during the French Revolutionary
and Napoleonic Wars.

The custom of billeting soldiers
on the civil population gave way
to the establishment of barracks
with their attendant messes, and
the importance of the protracted
struggle with Napoleonic France
gave unprecedented prestige to the
profession of arms.

“You had large numbers of
affluent people coming into the
Army,” said Mr Saunders. “The
officer corps was dominated by
moneyed men who were in a
position to put into operation a
tradition of presentations.”

The fact that in the 19th Century
an officer might stay with his
regiment for as much as 25 or even
30 years encouraged a great degree
of kinship. Promotions and de-
partures were often marked with
the gift of a ponderous piece of
silver.

Often war booty was fashioned
into some form of commemoration.
The exhibition contains a model
of a field gun and limber finished
with silver captured by General
Sir George Whitlock during the
Indian Munity, and an enormous
elephant tusk, fitted with a silver
snuff box at one end, which once
reminded the 2nd Bartalion, The
Connaught Rangers, of the Zulu
War.

At the other end of the scale are
the personal mementoes — a
couple of them in gold to counter-
balance the generally silvery sheen
of the exhibition. Such as the West
African rattle, covered in gold leaf
and brought back by Colonel Sir
Garnet Wolsley in 1874 from the
2nd Ashanti War for his baby
daughter.

And the gold replica of the
Victoria Cross awarded to Mrs
Webber Harris in 1869 by the
104th Bengal Fusiliers, her hus-
band’s regiment, on the grounds
that her efforts during a cholera
epidemic were as worthy of the
award as anyone who had won a
VC in the field.




Trading in your own vehicle with Natocars when you take
delivery of your brand new model is a super-convenient,
simple way to organise your tax free car purchase.

And Natocars always offer the best possible deal overall.
Sadly, many servicemen have returned to the U.K. with a
tax free car that's bought and paid for and which should

Too late they found that the car they had confidently
bought abroad was not up to UK. specification in terms of
trim and equipment levels and may not even be UK. type
approved. It's a financial blow, but it can be avoided.

All Natocars vehicles are specified for the UK. market.
They're not just tax free, but specially discounted and
proudly competitive with any Continental price.

As for your trade-in, we believe that when the final
sums are done and the pie-in-the-sky
promises of less experienced
dealers have been laid to rest,
Natocars offer a great deal. In fact,
Natocars offer a great deal more.
Find out how much more we
offer — send for the Natocars
comprehensive guide to tax free
purchase and
details of our -one 30“
trade-in deals. [00/k®

NATOCAR

Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4DG Tel: Bridgwater (0278) 455555
Telex: 46285 To telephone from Germany dial 0044-278-455555

have brought a very attractive price when it came to selling.

I Audi/Volkswagen

l Vauxhall/Opel
I Land/Range Rover

l TaxFree| |

Buying or Selling...

Natocars offer a great deg

| more

The Ford Escort XR3i is very
much the hatch the rest
have to catch. It's
speedy and stylish
yet remarkably
economical to run. 4,
For a car with a top
speed of 116mph it's
hard to believe that it will average
over 30mpg. Like all Fords it's superb value, tax free and
spares are readily available but not overpriced. It's in great
demand in the UK., and sells well ‘second-hand’.

For fast friendly service ring ge—n

(0278) 455555 & g

| Please send the Natocars guide to car buying ||

I Rank

Name

Address

I Tel. Home

Overseas posting date

Work

to (country)

Delivery date required

| am interested in (tick the boxes) Model name
Ford 2]

Austin Rover

Peugeot/Talbot

UK Car Hire |

i

l

orTaxPaid| | UsedCarsL |

l 1 would like to consider Natocars' unique trade-in facility J

NYOF BRIDGWATER |

| would like to consider a Natocars personal loan i_,
Natocars Limited, Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4DG.

LTD telephone from Germany dial 0044-278-455555.
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ROYAL ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION

FOR HIM

BLAZER BADGES
514

RAA (Navy)
SI4A  RAA (Black) Silk Embroidered
S148B  RA Badge Pocket Sized

.SI4(' RA Badge (Navy)
§15  RA Cypher (Navy)
RA Cypher (Black)'

S16 RAA (Navy)
RAA (Black)

5 RA Badge (Navy)
516C  RA Badge (Black)
§17  RA Cypher (Navy)

Gold and Silver

ire.
Pocket Sized

SI7A  RA Cypher (Black)

BLAZER BUTTONS

83§ Brass Flat Gun Mounied (Large) cach
836 Brass Flat Gun Mounted (Small) each
8§37 Brass Flat Engraved Cypher (Large) each
838 Brass Flat Engraved Cypher (Small) cach
§76  Brass Flat Engraved RA Badge (Large) cach
s77 Brass Flat Engraved RA Badge (Small) cach
CAP BADGE

5104  RA Small
S104A RA Large

CAR BADGE
S112  RA Cypher

B
P42A  Self Adhesive — RA Badge

COMBS

512 Comb in Blue Leather Case — RA Badge

S12A  Comb in Brown Leather Effect Casc with
RA Badge and Cypher

CONFERENCE FOLDER (RA Cypher)
PISA  With Paper Clip and Pockel
P61 With Ad Pad

CUFF LINKS

544 Gilt RA Badge on Red Enamel Shield with
gilt surround. Torpedo fitung.

545 RA Badge on Blue Oval. Enamel finish.

Torpedo fitting.

Hard Gold Plated on Metal Cuff Links

Embossed RA Badge.

DIARIES

P60A  Diary Cover only. RA Cypher
P60OAA Diary Cover only. RA Badge
P60B 1985 Refill

P60C  Memo Sheets

P60D  Road Map

PSOE  Telephone Index

P60F  Note Inserts

S46A

DESK MEMO TRAYS
P62 Miniature RA Badge. Loose Paper in Tray

FLASKS
510 Hip Flask 4o0z. Blue Leather Case with Gun Badge
SI0A  Hip Flask 60z, Blue Leather Case with Gun Badge

RA BAND RECORDS
S8 RA Mounted Band (Happy Music)
S8IL  Royal Artillery Band E.P. Marches and Vocal

KEY RINGS (CAR)
S51 RA Badge — Leather Tab (Tan)
S51A  RA Badge — Leather Tab (Black)

MODEL FIGURES
S134  Pewter Soldier in 1S Dress. RA Crested
SI34A  Pewter Soldier in Combat Dress. RA Crested — Helmet
S134AAPewter Solider in Combat Dress, RA Crested — Beret
S134B  Pewter Drum Major on Wood Base. Modern Era
$134D Pewter Soldier with Riot Gun
SI34E Pewter Soldier with Riot Shicld
S136  Porcelain Figure Officer RA Circa 1815
S136A  Porcelain Figure Drum Major Circa 1840
S136B  Porcelain Figure Officer RHA. 1970. No. 1.

Dress Ceremonial Order
S136C Porcelain Figure Officer, Train of Artillery Circa 1700
S136D  Porcelain Figure Officer RHA Circa 1828
S138  RHA Bronze Figure. Officer
S139  RH Bronze Figure. Offic
5140 Bombay Horse Artillery
S141  Northern Ireland RA Bronze Figure
S142  Northern Ireland RHA Bronze Figure
S143  RHA Driver Bronze Figure

MODEL GUNS

Plated and Mounted on Black Base

105mm Pack Howitzer (Scale 1/32)
SE2 Abbaot SP (Scale 1/32)
SK3 M109 SP (Scale 1/96)
589 Abbot SP (Scale 1/48)

wv
<1
=

590 18 Pdr. (Scale 1/48)
591 Bofors (Scale 1/96)
SI135  105mm Light Gun (Scale 1/48

Unmounted Guns
575 Silver Plated Georgian Cannon

S69 PAPER KNIFE (Steel with RA Cypher)

565 Pension book case — BLUE leather with gold embossed
RA badge

St POKER DICE (Blue Leather Case with RA Badge)

S41 SCARF Zig Zag

SHIELDS

Si8 Valiam — Raised Gun Badge on curved
wooden background

s19 Valiant — Raised Gun on Heraldic type shicld

S84C  Heraldic — Painted on Red background with Scroll
RA Badge

S84 Bannerette — Regtl. Cols. RA Badge

543 SPECTACLE CASE — Leather Effect Case
with RA Gun Badge and Cypher

§25 SWEATER — Courtelle. Navy Blue V-neck
RA Cypher in Gold

SWISS ARMY KNIFE

s31 Picnic Knife Engraved RA Gun Badge
s32 Camper’s Knife Engraved RA Gun Badge
S§32A  Budget Picnic Knife

Home
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CHRISTMAS
GIFT
SUGGESTIONS

Quote Ref: Sol 85

Orders with remittances to:

ARTILLERY HOUSE,
Connaught Barracks,
Grand Depot Road,
London SE18 6SL.

Tel: 01-855 9649

TANKARDS

570 RA Badge — | Pint Pewter

871 RA Badge — !, Pint Pewter

872 Stoneware Pottery — | Pint RA Badge
s1 Stoneware Pottery — Y, Pint RA Badge

S59 RA Cypher Engraved — | Pint Glass
S120  RA Cypher Engraved — Pewter | Pint
SI120A RA Cypher Engraved — EP.NS. | Pint

S130  TIE PIN — Gold RA Grenade
S113  Tie stick pin RA badge
828 TIE TACK — RA Badge

562 RAA — RA Cyphers on BLUE — 4" Blade
863 RAA — RA Cyphers on BLUE — 3" Blade
564 RA — Regimental — 3" Blade Zig-Zag

S64A RA — Regimental — 4" Blade Zig-Zag
$66  RA — Single RA Cypher on Blue 3" Blade
UMBRELLA

567 Gentlemans umbrella — in RA colours Fox-Frame
S67A  Gentlemans umbrella — in RA colours. Standard model

WALLETS

5105  Black Leather Wallet Embossed RA Badge

SI105A  Cash Wallet, Hip or Shirt pocket RA Cypher

S106  RA Cypher Embossed — for holding a variety of
cheque cards, ete. — NOT FOR CASH

‘ ~ FOR HER

47 Silver Medallion — St. Barbara
S47A  Silver Medallion — RA Badge
S498  Gold Plated Medallion — RA Badge
$49C  Gold Plated Medallion — St. Barbara
S48 Gun Replica — Silver
850 Gun Replica — Gold SPECIAL ORDER ONLY

S50A  Gun Replica — Gold Plated
BROOCHES
579 RA Badge. Sterling silver with Marcasite

Laurel Surround
S0 RA Badge. Sterling Silver and Marcasite
RHA Cypher. Sterling Silver and Marcasite
8128 RA Grenade. Sterling Silver and Marcasitc
S11 RA Badge. Gilt on Brooch Fitting
S110 - Compact — RA Badge on lid. STRATTON Gilt

EARRINGS
S125  RA Grenade. Silver and Marcasite Screw Fitting
5126  RA Grenada. Silver and Marcasite Pierced Fitting
539 HEADSQUARE — Navy Blue RA Cypher in Gold

in one corner
S6 HANDBAG MIRROR. Blue Leather case RA Cypher

PILL BOX

542 Porcelain Box RA Badge — Black

$42A  Porcelain Box RA Badge — Coloured

568 ZIP PURSE — Brown Leather Effect with RA
Gun Badge and Cypher

FOR THE HOME

S108  ADDRESS TELEPHONE BOOK (Large)

Blue RA Cypher
S109  ADDRESS BOOK (Small) Blue RA Cypher
ASH TRAYS E
Si Glass Black — RA Badge in Gold

SIA Glass Blue — RA Badge in Gold

52 Glass Blue — RA Cypher in Gold

83 China — RA Badge

S3A  Pewter Dish (Ash Tray)

S101  Ash Tray — COPPER Basc 7!4" x 5%," RA Badge

5102 Ash Tray — Regimental Colours 7" x 5%" RA Badge

S40 BOOKMARK — Blue Leather RA Badge

Leatherboard book mark blue — 4 motf RA badges

S40B  Leatherboard book mark red — 4 motif RA badges

$129 CLOTHES BRUSH — RA Cypher on BLUE Leather

886 HORSE BRASS — RA BADGE — On Black Leather
Martingale

ICE BUCKET AND TONGS
59 Regimental Drum Replica lce Bucket
Engraved RA Cypher lce Bucket Tongs (EPNS)

SI43A MAGNETIC PAPER CLIP OR PIN DISPENSER
Various Colours RA Gun Badge on side

S107  PVC COASTERS RA Badge — RED each
SI07A PVC COASTERS RA Badge — BLUE cach

MATS — TABLE

S87 Blue Melamine RA Cypher in Gold 9%4" x 7Y4"

S88 Blue Melamine RA Cypher in Gold 117" x 87"

S93B  RA Badge Gold and Red on Blue Perspex
Covered size 9%" x 74"

534 PAPERWEIGHT with RA Cypher
565 Pension book case — blue leather gold embossed RA
badge

TEA TOWELS

SRS The Royal Regiment of Artillery

SKSB  Guns and Gunners. Yesterday and Today
SESC  Gunner Animals

S60 WINE GLASS — RA Cypher in circle

_ GENERAL

SI150  Hessian/Jute — RA Badge — Red
S151  Hessian/Jute — RA Badge — Black

DINER CARDS etc.
P63

Menu with Gold RA Cypher per S0
P20 Place with Gold RA Cypher per 100
$S8  Servicties — Paper with RED RA Cypher per 100

P25 REGIMENTAL BADGE — TAYFOIL Print 107 x 8"

STATIONERY

P48C  Notebook — Head Opening — Blue with RA Badge
and telephone index

523 Black base Pen Holder with Gun Badge and Biro Pen

$21/22 Biro Pen — Blue or Red — with Floating 25 Pdr
Limber and Quad — state colour
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Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to the Royal Artillery Association. In the case of cheques from abroad, these should be drawn on a British Bank in Sterling, or Mouey Orders and Postal
Orders should be sent in Sterling. Visitors to our Shop at Artillery House will save postage. Foreign cheques attract a substantial handling charge. 5 g :
Prices include Value Added Tax and Postage for U.K., and Surface Postage for Europe. No VAT is payable in respect of orders from abroad, but postal charges are substantially higher. Savings. often
considerable, will result when a number of items are sent together. An adjustment will be made if necessary.
QUOTED PRICES REFER TO EXISTING STOCK, AND CHANGES MAY BE NECESSARY WHEN FRESH STOCKS ARE PURCHASED.

PRICES TO H.M. FORCES ABROAD WILL BE CHEAPER THAN THOSE SHOWN.
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- - mroughbutthewmld, to commemorate
~ the cessation of six years of fcarﬁxl.' :

. REMEMBER...

Itis40 years since World War2 cnded
_ and, on historic dates such as VE and
V] Day, special ceremonies have taken
plaoe both in the United Kingdom and
in many former theatres of war

conflict. - -
Some have even “been the: oppm- '

~ tunity for former adversaries to join
 together in a spirit of reconciliation;

 surely a hopeful SIgn in this snil-
- dangerous world. '
Pcrhapsabovcall,however,auséﬂth :

_'anmversary year gives us a reason to
- remember anew all those who, in the

cause of peace and fraedom, laid down
tm:r lives.
 Royal Brmsh Legmn members havc ;

been at the forefront of many such

~ ceremonies, which have enabled usto
honour, publicly, the memory of
_comrades vho did not return. .

Equally important to the Legion,

however, is the memory of all who

* suffer as a result of wars, whether they

be the two World Wars or any of the
74 conflicts which have takcn place
~ over the past 40 years.

It is a sabering thought that there

has been only one year since 1945 in
‘which a British Servicemen has not
_been killed on active service.
It is just as sobering to conmder the
plight of their widows and children, or
of those men and women who ‘made it
back to Blighty’ only to face a lifetime
~of suffering and disablement.
~ Ttisforall of these that, for the past
- 64 years, The Royal British Legion
has worked so relentlessly. :
-Our help for the ex-Service com-
~ munity comes in a wide variety of
forms. For example, the Legion is the
biggest private employer of disabled
- people in the country, offering the
“dignity of work to men and women
~otherwise deemed unemployable.
Every year, we handle — free of
charge — many thousands of cases
through our Pensions and Adwsar_v
Service.

- We provide resxdens:al and con-
valescent care, and our autonomous
Housing Association has built houses
_for countless elderly and disabled
_ people, and we give financial help to
 those facing real hardship. : _

We have always relied on the

i - magnificent response of the British

public to the Poppy Appeal which, in
~ the main, funds om many sphe:cs of :

. activity,

~ However, just as freedom has had,
and continues to have, its price, s0

- does the provision of our services, the

cost of which rises w:thcvcry successive
ar.
Thisis why I zppcal to your readers
to give even more generously to the

-

IMAIL DROP

1985 Poppy Appeal s0 that we can

continue to help those who paid such a

| high price for our freedom.

Time is as valuable to us as money,
_and we welcome offers of helping hands
1o join pur regular army of collectors.
If anyone would like to offer their

services, they should ask their telephone

operator for “FREEPHONE POPPY
APPEALY :

This will connect them with the
Poppy Appeal Headquarters who will
‘make arrangements for one of our local

 organisers to contact them. No charge

is made for this telephone call. Do
 please help us. — E R Jobson OBE,

Chairman of Appeal, The Royal
British Legion, Royal British
 Legion Village, Mmdsmne, Kent,
I MER ?NX* : -

The art:cle {23 Septembcr} on the
international shooting match held at

Le Mans mentions that it was hosted

by the French 2nd Marine nfamry-
'Regmmnt . .
~ Readers may ﬁnd the Freuch usage

of the word ‘Marine’ somewhat

confusing, as the present French Armed
Forces contain both ‘Army Marmes .

and ‘Navy Marines’.
French colonial forces during the
seventeenth century were known as

Les Troupes de Marine because they -

were controlled by the ministry of that

name and at times served on boaré .

naval vessels.

This title was later changed to Les
Troupes Coloniaux, and the navy
~developed its own units called Les

Fusiliers-Marins.

In 1958 the colonial forces reverted :
to their old name of Les Troupes de

Marine, as most French colonies had
become independent, and the desig-
nation ‘Coloniale’ was no longer
politically suitable for overseas inter-
vention units liable for ss:w:cc in Ttm"d

- World countries.

Les Troupes de Mannc (which

include the 2¢ RIMa) form a szzeable .

slice of the French Army.

Marine infantry, parachute, arm-

oured, artillery and support units serve
with the 2nd Armoured, 4th Aero-
mobile, 6th Light Armoured, 9th
‘Marine Infantry and lith Parachu:e
Divisions.

- Marine garrison uu_xts- are sta_tmncd
in all French Overseas Territories, and

a number of other countries.

. Certain regiments perpetuate war-
time service w:th;hz British Bth Anny .
and SAS.

Les Fustl':c'mens fom part of

the French Navy and are ‘marines’ in
~ the accepted use of the term. The
de Fusiliers-Marins-

Groupement.
‘Commandos consists of five amphib-

'.!ouscommandoun_xtsbascdmL’Onem _'
~ SEARCHING

~ The Bath and District Africa Star

and Toulon.

~ The group perpetuates the wartime
- French Troops of No 10 Inter-allied
Commando, — R A Hamilton, Flat
4 Faulkner Gardens, Faulkner
Close, Aimdale, Southpert PRB'
3DF.

‘GRUMBLE 1

With reference to the article 9
September) relating the story of 4

lines please.

SOLDIER is delighted to receive readers’ letters. These are YOUR
pages — and more of you seem to be writing these days.
However, we would appreciate it if your letters are kept as
brief as possible and if you have access to a typewriter, so much
the better. Use one side of the paper, with double spacing between

If your letter is handwritten, be as neat as you can. Readers must
also give their full names and addresses — if there is good reason
for not wanting these published, they will be withheld.

Keep the letters flowing to: Mail Drop, SOLDIER, Parsons House,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hampshire GU11 2DU.

The Editor regrets that we do not have the staff to undertake
detailed research on matters of military history, militaria etc butif
aquery on current topics is likely to be of interest to most readers
we shall endeavour to provide an answer through these columns.

Contributions for Call Signs are restricted to appeals by
individuals trying to trace old comrades, and these, plus insertions
for Reunions must be brief and will only be published once.
Items connected with commercial gam cannot be accepted.

(Hertford) Company, 5 (Volunteer)
Barttalion, The Roya! Anghan Regi-
ment, and their time training in
Gibraltar, you claim a first for both :
_ them and the Rock.

1 would however advise that
Headquarter (Leicestershire) Com-

pany, of the 7th (Volunteer) Battalion,

The Royal Anglian Regiment, prior to

February 1978 was in fact, the original
‘No 4 Company of 5 Royal Anglian.

‘In fact 160 men of No 4 (Leicester-
shire) Company, 7 (Volunteer) Bat-

talion, The Royal Anglian Regiment
-served in Gibraltar for the last two

weeks in May 1973, doing frontier
duties and general training.

We also had five wives travel out on
their own payment for a holiday on the
Rock.

At that time we had fifteen members

- who belonged to The Royal Ante-

diluvian Order of Buffaloes who paid

_ visits to the two Lodges on the Rock

and assisted in the opening of a thxrd
during their brief stay.

Two months later, the Gibraltar
- TAVR unit came to the UK for Annual

Camp, and we gave them a social
evening in the Leicester Drill Hall

_ presenting every one of them with a

souvenir of the The Royal Anglian
Regiment. — Colour Sergeant D O

- Baum, 7 (V) Bn The Royal Anglian

Regt, TA Centre, Ulverscroft

- Road, Leicester, LE4 6BY.

GRUMBLE 2

With reference to 5 Royal Anglian (V)

on ‘The Rock’ in your 9 September

issue.
Sorry lads, itisn’ta 1st. A composite

company from 5 Royal Anglian was
-there in 1973 doing the same job and

giving the Navy some training in IS

‘Duties. This is why the apes didn’t bat

an eyelid, They had seen it before, well
the old ones had! — C/Sgt Taylor, 7
Royal Anglian (V), Leicester.

Association is searching for new

 members in the area. :

- Anyone who holds the Africa Star is

~eligible for membership and would be
-made most welcome at any of our

functions.

Membership Secretary is Mr R H
- Ruddick, 15 Stirlingale Road, Bath,

Avon,

The King’s Royal Rifle Corps o
Association Annual Dinner Saturday

9 November 1985, Peninsula Barracks,
- Winchester, Full details from: The

Secretary, W Berry, 5 Station Road,
Romsey, Hants, SO5 812)1’ Tel 0794
512407, -
Annual all ranks reunion of Thc

Queen’s Royal, The East Surrey

and The Queen’s Royal Surrey

~ Regiments, Gascoigne Rooms, Union

Jack Club, 1 November, Details from
Hon Sec Lt Col L M Wilson, RHQ
The Queen’s Regiment, Howe Bar-
racks, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 1JU.

The Old Welbexian Association
President’s Dinner will be held at

_ Welbeck Saturday, 16 November 1985,

Anyone wishing to artend should
contact: Captain A Field, Welbeck
College, Worksop, Notts, $80 N

Tel (0909) 476326 Ext 30 or evenings

(0909) 485351 by 2 November 1985,

- Mess Kit for serving afﬁoes, dinner

a cash bar.

cnmnetltlan

jacket for retired oﬂic:rs, ,{9 pcr head,

THERE was a good responsu o
Competition 369 (12 August), when

we asked readers to sort out from a

~ square of letters making up names of

regiments and corps the “odd one out”

' (SOLDIER Magazine) and afull tile
from initials (AAC — Army Air Corps).

Nearly every entrant got it right,
but the winner of the £50 price is Mrs
G F Spice of Kettering in Northamp-
tonshire. Congmtulatioﬂs;_ms Spice.

How obsema!
are you?

‘1 Left pole at top of tepee 2 ngtl: of

longest spear. 3 Final “S” in*Signals.”
4 Right feather on Indian’s head. 5 Lower

right branch of cactus. 6 Length of

blanker. 7 Pattern of squares on Indian’s
right leg. 8 Small log in front of fire. 9

Indian’s left toe. 10 szapwf “’PP“ff o

smoke.

Call signs

Mrs N Nicholls, 6 Kent Avenue,
Monkwood; Rawmarsh, near Rother- |
ham, S62 24TH wishes to trace her |
brother, Ronald Bisby Carr, who was
with the West Yorks Regiment as a
band boy. He served in India and |
Burma and at Aldershot.




SOME TYPING ERRORS

CO~NOOAEWN =

Medals. as with “PLASSEY”
in the west and "MINDEN" in
Europe, were not awarded to
the men of the British regi-
ments who took part in the
capture of Louisberg, nor
were they awarded for
*QUEBEC” in the following
year where the plans made
by the great leader General
Jeffery Amherst enabled
twenty-two year old Major
General James Wolfe to fulfill
his destiny as, coincidentally,
it enabled equally brave,
predestined Louis Joseph,
Marquess of Montcalm,
General of France, to die
within a day after being
mortally wounded facing Wolff
on the Plains of the Heights
of Abraham on the memorable
15th of October, 1739. Quebec
ended the struggle with
France in the New World. The
honours “LOUISBURG" and
“QUEBEC” are carried on the
regulation colours of the
regiments taking partand are
treasured by the Royal Navy
but the only medals granted
were those of gold awarded
to Sir Alexander Schomberg
and Midshipman George
Young of the Royal Navy at
Louisburg.

Before leaving the Ameri-
can scene of the Seventeen
Years’ War mention ought to
be made of Fort Ticonderoga,
north of Lake George where,
againstthe pick of Montcalm’s
troops several unsuccessful
assualts were made by our
regiments and where one of
these regiments, the 42nd
Highlanders (Black Watch)
was virtually so brave as

almost to committ suicide as
a regiment. If Ticonderoga
could have been taken by
sheer courage and a denial of
defeat it would have fallen to
that regiment, but even cour-
age of that calivre was unaval-
ing against the fort's defense:
How strangely reminiscent is
that incident of another and
more recent one where once
again through sheer valor the
same regiment, though a
different battalion whose
forebears gained the honour
“BANGALORE" again com-
mited suicide, or nearly so,
though the survivors gained
the objective — to the strains
of the pipes. Tubruk, on the
3rd of November, 1942, will
never be forgotten in the
history of that regiment, nor
will it ever be ommited from
the records of glorious deeds.
Nor will TICONDEROGA,
though a reverse. At Tobruk

the Black Watch advanced
over 600 strong, of which force
32 were officers. When the
attack had ended 8 officers
and 160 men remained to fight
on. At Ticonderoga the figures
were 314 killed and 333
wounded.

Worthy of the finest medals
in the finest metals these
actions and deeds of valour,
aren't they! Yet for Ticon-
deroga there were no metals
at all. And for Tobruk! A
bronze star of mass produc-
tion differing from other
bronze stars forthe same war
only by a few letters on the
general obverse designanda
ribbon of different hue. And
on the star's reverse? Nothing!
Not even a number and a
name — at least in Britain.

From Chapter 11 (“TRANS-
ATLANTIC") of “CONCERN-
ING MEDALS” by T. E.
KEMPSHALL.

GOMPETITION 374

YOUNG person learn-

ing to type was given
the piece on the left to
. type as an exercise. She

made a few mistakes as most young
typists would have done. Can you
spot the errors made by the learner?
Some are spelling mistakes and
some are not.

However, over to you! When
you send in the list of mistakes
first give the number of the line
and then the actual mistake:

eg Line2 west for east

That’s a bonus to start with so
do not forget to include it in your
answer — it counts. And you could
win £50.

The rules of the competition
remain the same. It is open to all
readers at home and overseas and
the closing date is Friday 20
December. The answers and
winner’s name will be announced
in our issue of 13 January.

More than one entry can be
submitted but each must be
accompanied by a ‘Competition
374’ label — not a photo-copy.

In the case of a tie, the winner
will be drawn by lots. No
correspondence can be entered
into,

Send your answers by post card
or letter with the ‘Competition 374
label to: Prize Competition
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU.

TAX FREE

INVICTA EXPORT is a part of the Ramsgate Division of
Invicta Motors Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East
Kent, established for 60 years. Nobody is better qualified

to give you help and guidance in choosing your new Ford —

specialising makes the difference.

¥ Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 mins.
from Ramsgate Ferry Terminal and 40 mins. from Dover,
% No hidden charges. ¥ Part-exchange welcome.

& Finance and insurance arranged on request. ®

*Written details available on request.

FORDS!

__——-——————_—————————-1

Return the coupon for free Information Pack to: Invicta Motors Limited, '

Tick items of main interest: FIESTA[ ] ORION[]SIERRA[] |
 ESCORT[1GRANADA[ ] CAPR/
- Rl

)\

520/85
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HETHER it was a

diplomatically con-

trived result we will
never know but by all
accounts the Duke of Gloucester,
when he visited the 1st Battalion,
The Gloucestershire Regiment, of
which he is Colonel-in-Chief,
out-shot the CO and a private
soldier.

The visit was an informal affair
and virtually a leave taking before
the Glosters’ move to Berlin in
January. It started on D Range at
Bulford Camp where the Duke
watched C Company firing before
being invited to join an informal
shooting competition with the CO,
Lieutenant Colonel Paul Arengo-
Jones, and Private Richard Selwyn,
17, who joined the battalion only
the week before.

The reported result, after the
trio had fired GPMG, SLR and
SMG, was Colonel-in-Chief first,
private soldier second, and com-
manding officer third.

Later in the day the Duke flew
out to the Casterly anti-tank range
at Larkhill where B Company’s 6
Platoon, with elements of Support
Company, were well dug in for an
infantry fire power demonstration.

Once again the royal guest was
invited to try his hand at a variety
of weapons, starting with the
81 mm mortar, and going on
through the LIA17.62 mm sniper
rifle, the GPMG and ending with

The Duke of Gloucester tries sustained fire with a GPMG. With him in the trench are Lance Corporal Alan
Puckett and Private Damon Farr. The CO, Lieutenant Colonel Paul Arengo-Jones (left) observes the target.

the 30 mm Rarden cannon mounted
on a Fox wheeled combat recon-
naissance vehicle.

The only weapons he didn’t fire
were Milan and the 84 mm Carl

Gustav.

After going down the line,
meeting the men and trying the
weapons, the Duke joined Colonel
Arengo-Jones, Major Colin Gor-

don, OC B Company, and Captain
Andrew Jones, the battalion opera-
tions officer, to watch the rein-
forced platoon beating back an
imaginary attack.
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MINIMUM ORDER 12 B
Large discounts for quantity

T-Shn'ts
Sweatslurts

Send for free brochure to:-
SPORT & LEISURE PRODUCTS
EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST - HECKMONDWIKE - W.YDRKSHIRE WFI6 OLF

sumﬁumL
MINIATURE MEDALS
BY POST SERVICE

LS&GC/GSM NI £4.85. War/Defence/
S. Atlantic £4.05. Rosette 90p. UN
é‘,’%%fgg:”f;;:';’:y}‘:-h{;‘; ey schageintes Cyp_rus £5.40. BEM/Coronation/Silver
e TRC i s gt wended - to shywhrein Jubilee/MSM/MBE £6.00. MM/QMG
Send for FREE colour brachure NOW! £9.50. Add VAT at 15% + 30p P&P.
Mounting Service for full and minia-
tures. Send SAE for catalogue.

CORDUROY M
TROUSERS

from £22.50
FOR MEN AND WOMEN
(Less VAT as and when applicable)
Also KHAKI DRILL, CAVALRY TWILL,
HEAVYWEIGHT CORDUROY, WHIPCORD
and TWEED. Please send SAE for patterns.
Men's sizes 30in-46in waists, 29in-34in
inside leg. Ladies' sizes 10,12, 14,16, 18,
20. Full cut conventional trousers. Money
refund guaranteed. Established 1921.
Personal shoppers by appointment.
Tel: Godstone (0883) 843526
AUSTIN & SMITH (Dept S)
35 High Street, Bletchingley, Surrey

SAY 1LOVE YOU'
IN AVERY
SPECIAL WAY..,

When your loved ones are far away and words
alone aren‘t enough to express the way you feel
show your affection by sending home a very
special gift, chosen from our large new extended
range of Cuddly Toys, Exclusive Janet Reger

to SUPPLYLINE, INGRAM
PARADE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS,
YORKS. LS26 ONU.

FREEPOST:
| 2-apiccadilly, Bradford,
| wWest Yorkshire BD1 1BR.

When you contact an advertiser
say you saw his ad in

SOLDIER
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T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

by interprint

T-Shirts ooubie stitched seams
Sweat Shirts sritish made

Crew, Vee Neck, Hooded & Jog Suits

Sports Shirts

Other Products' Ties, Hats,
Lighters, Stickers, Metal &
Sew-on Fabric Badges, Aprons,
Tea Towels & Tote Bags

FREE DESIGN SERVICE
MINIMUM ORDER-ONLY I2

Please send me your gREE colour brochure
& details of your fREE shirt voucher,

Dept S DALE STREET, CRAVEN ARMS, SHROPSHIRE SY7 9NY.
TEL. CRAVEN ARMS (05882) 2703 & 2502
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HOTLINE

PhonetheHOTLINE or postthis coupon
to: Toyota Export Sales, The Quadrangle.
Station Road, Redhill, Surrey RH1 1PX

Or phone Redhill (0737) 68585
laminterestedinatax- freedeal onthe s
Celica Ll Corollal] Tercel4WD O carinal 1)

Camry ] Spacecruiser O starlet ] Mr2[]

BFPO

Phone your local représentauve NOW' §|

19,21,25,26, 28, 34,
35,40 40 42 43

23,30, 31 32, 33 37
| 38,45,48,102,104

MNICK MURPHY

02161558014

Ol 051436269

15,16,17,22,29,36,
39,41,46,47, 103 ns3

20,24, 1086, 'IO? 112
\ U.K.

|
0522386906 |

0231 433785

S MORG N (022023)2237}

NAME/RANK _ .

ADDRESS

- A I
O
Naafis
N/

_SLD I

THE NO.1 DRIVING FORCE

TOYOTA—

CASHS NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt.

3 doz (same name) £5.12
6 doz (same name) £5.70
12 doz (same name) £7.30

Please enclose cheque/PO pay-
able to Boddingtons.

Write name in block letters stating
red/blue/black lettering.
Boddingtons, Doodles, Cannons
Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop’s
Stortford, Herts.

Basha!

ENTERPRISES

MANUFACTURER OF
PARAMILITARY EQUIPMENT
Send a 9in sae for your free catalogue

PO BOX 13, ROSSENDALE, LANCS BB4 85U
NB prices will go up in the New Year!

-I-J-I-I-I-I-I-I-I1

REGIMENTAL WALL CLOCK
BY SATICO, 3 BOOTHGATE, HOWDEN

4
\
Quartz movement with glass covered face i
and brass finish bezel, polished 9Y%in by 6in
hardwood base with regimental crest, only :
£17 each inc VAT, p&p (UK) only. .
To order clock(s) please print your name, 5
address, number of clocks and regimental .
crest required on each. Send this with crossed %
cheque/PO to Satico, PO Box 9, Howden, .
Goole, N. Humberside DN14 7THG. \

-I-I-J-I-I-I_I-I-IJ

COMBAT JACKET
IDENTITY LABELS

lin wide khaki labels with your name
embroidered in black capital letters }4in
high UK
Overseas  Despatch
Despatch
1-5 (any name) £1.59 each £1.83 each
6-20 (any name)£1.33 each  £1.53 each
ror high quantities please write for details
of further discounts.
Send cheque/PO to Boddingtons, Doodles,
Cannons Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak,
Bishop's Stortford, Herts, allowing 28 days
delivery.

DRAB

NAME TAPES

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
SEND FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd,
Lees Road,

Kirkby Industrial Estate,
Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone 051-546 5161/2.

THE NEW 1985 FULL COLOUR

\m:\v)(\v.u. AIDN
CATALOGUE

Many new GUARANTEED quality items, all

Survival Kits, rucksacks, sleeping bags, Gore-

Tex bivi bags, winter clothing, Gore-Tex and
windproof DPM jackets, compasses, torches,
binoculars etc, plus details of Britain's leading

Send just £1.00 for Catalogue and free year's
subscription to the quarterly 'SURVIVAL NEWS'.

Survival Aids (Dept SL) Limited
Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ

fully illustrated.

Survival School.

Telephone 09314 307/444

=llllIIIIIIIIIIIIIllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIlIIL

1986
SHOOTER’S
BIBLE

NOW AVAILABLE

This new edition, the bestever
contains nearly 25,000 dif-
ferent items and over 8,000
illustrations. With 576 pages
this book is outstanding value
at £12.95 + £1.50 postage and
packing

A complete list of titles from this

publisher is available from —
PHOTOBOOK
INFORMATION SERVICE
18 Ursula Street,
London SW11 3DW

SUNRRRRRR NN RRARRRRRR R RRRN RN NRRRRRRRRRRRRE

SAMFOX,
CORINNE,
LINDA

LUSARDI

.. .AND MANY MORE. . .
BUY ORIGINAL BLACK

& WHITE PHOTOS OF
BRITAINS TOP MODELS,
FOR ONLY

£3.50 FOR 10" x 8"
£7.50 FOR 15" xd2"

P & P INCLUSIVE
SEND
CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS TO:

PEOPLE IN PICTURES.
18 VINE HILL
LONDON EC1R 5DX

ALLOW 28 DAYS DELIVERY
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G.D.G. TRADING LTD.

RAINCOATS, now this is quality, all wool gaberdine raincoats, in double
breasted belted style, but new top reissue condition, made for German
airforce officers in smart blue grey, full length, storm collarin all sizes up
to 50 chest, a genuine all wool quality garment, £14.50 plus £1.70pp.
BOOTS brand new German army paratroopers boots, top quality supple
German leather uppers, D.M.S. soles for hard wear and firm grip, 10 hole
high leg for good protection, a strong boot which is ultra smart and
hardwearing, £18 plus £1.70pp. BOOTS British army D.M.S. Boots,
black lace up fronts with toe caps, in all sizes good grade |, £8.50 plus
£1.70pp. BOOTS German army black leather ankle boots, in all sizes up
to size 13, lace up, plain fronted, very strong in top reissue condition,
£12.50 plus £1.70pp. BOOTS A real winner, Dutch army brown leather
parachutist boots, in all sizes up to size 13, cleated soles, lace up fronts,
top grade 1 condition, £12.50 plus £1.70pp. BOOTS German army brown
leather parachutist 10 inch high boot, rubber soles, lace up fronts, all
sizes in very best reissue condition, £17 plus £1.70pp. BOOTS This is it
German army issue black leather jack boots, rubber soles and heels the
real McCoy, in all sizes, £22 plus £2pp. SHEEPSKIN FLYING JACKETS
The real thing, genuine British top quality black leather, a rare chance to
buy one of these top quality garments as they do not often come on the
market, £99 plus £2pp. BODY WARMERS Brand new British forces
camouflaged D.P.M. issue, 2 pockets in all sizes, £12 plus £1.70pp.
CAMOUFLAGED COMBAT JACKETS Brand new British forces unissued
D.P.M. pattern, 4 pockets, £23 plus £1.70pp. TROUSERS to match, with
large leg pockets, £13.80 plus £1pp. BOMBER JACKETS Genuine U.S.A.
forces unissued M.A.|., pattern flying jackets, in all sizes, in olive green,
black, or beige, orange inner lining, fitted waistband and wristband, fully
reversible, inside and outside pockets, with plain collar or real coyote fur
hood, £34.50 plus £1.70pp. COMBAT TROUSERS Ex forces issue, inall
sizes, in olive green or beige, leg pockets, with or without elasticated
bottoms, back pockets, £11.50 plus £1pp. BOILER SUITS Ex naval in
good grade | navy or olive £6.90 plus £1pp. COMBAT JACKETS Ex
italian army officers winter issue, in all sizes, hood at back of collar
£16.25 plus £1.70pp. SKI JACKETS German army issue, in field grey
with 2 pink collar tabs, all sizes, 2 breast pockets, swastika and eagle
badge over right breast pocket £11.50 plus £1.70pp. LEATHER COATS
Ex German police reissue, all sizes in best quality supple German leather,
very dark green, double breasted, 2 side pockets, a must for this winter
£45.50 plus £3pp. DAGGERS German made Austrian commando troops
dagger, olive green handle and scabbard, 61, black matt finish blade, fits
any service belt £15 plus £1pp. KNIVES German army jack boot knife,
in quick release leather scabbard, with clip for fitting to any belt or boot
£17 plus £1pp.
Cash/Cheques/Postal Orders with orders,
or phone your Access or Visa Nos through to:
G.D.C. Trading Ltd., Unit 7, Marlborough Road Industrial Estate,
St. Albans, Herts.
Telephone 0727-60819 or weekends and evenings 0234-741862.

Full money back if not satisfied.

("BEST PRICES VISTA B
v & DELIVERY
‘Make FREE DESIGN tie
SERVICE company

someone

P happy” L
SEND THEM A BEAR!
Just send us £3 and we will send a smart Iittle
bear to the person of your choice in a bnght
yellow package with a card saying:
“SOMEONE, SOMEWHERE, THINKS YOU'RE

RATHER CUDDLY"

New address:

Write now fo: Merstham Vista House
POSTAL BEARS, Dem.ss. a Lgo"-w HIK 5113/4/5/6 28 High Skemel
Y11 erstham
Seeape k._ Surrey RH1 3EA

FORD

Military, Overseas, Diplomatic Sales
4 Havercroft Buildings, Chapel Road
Worthing, West Sussex BN11 1DG UK

‘-—--__--~

TAX FREE EXPORT 2

Buy from CARFORCE for a superb saving,
RHD and UK specification, type approved cars,
delivery UK or overseas, part exchange facilities,

finance, insurance and all documentation
expertly taken care of
With over 10 years experience in supplying most makes
of Tax Free cars to HM Forces this adds up
to a GREAT DEAL.

YOU WILL SAVE MORE THAN JUST THE TAX

INTERNATIONAL (0903) 213559 Telex: 877529 SLIPAY G

\-—--_--———

G gmem S D BN SR e SR s S8

Buying a new car
and want to sell

GET
PROMOTION!

your present one? T.Shirts, Sweatshirts,

Natocars is the secure way to do both.
You need not spend a day without

Embroidered

transport. Out of one car and into the Sweaters and
other. A special price on your new car Sew-on Badges,

and a better part-exchange from
Natocars the UK company the forces
know and trust.

Send for full details or phone us now.

Pennants, Singlets,

Hats, Scarves, Sports

Bags and Holdalls

For brochure and price list contact:

HNATOGARS
N OF BRIDGWATER A S PROMOTIONS

Wylds Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4DG Room 32, 555 Lea Bridge Road
Tel: Bridgwater (0278) 455555 Telex: 46285
Ta phone from Germany dial 0044-278-455555 London E10 7EQ

5 Telephone 01-556 4810

~ TOP DISCOUNTS -
— OVERSEAS LOANS (Dlncluding

eutschmark

- LOW DEPOSIT PAYMENT

- INSURANCE COVER (UK & O/Seas)

I Return this coupon marking it Sovereign “FREEPOST", Larkhill, Salisbury, Wiltshire Tel (0980) 53431/52366.

Rank

NISSAN « I Name

VAUXHALL « OPEL | Address

AUSTIN x ROVER | Make/Model Required
VOLVO = BMW | Part Exchange

* X % % %

*
*
TALBOT * PEUGEOT »
*
*

* IMPORTANT x Tel. No.

Posting Date |
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Jungies of glass and steed, cities are the most
dangerous of all terrains in which w fight »
war—and the most likcly place Here, in M
90-10-1, is the info thai preparcs police and
military units 1o meet — and beat — the twest of

PR * £9.95
Combat Survival (SAS) £10.95
Survival Evasion & Escape (US
Special Forces) £9.95

USAF Survival Training Bible
£14.95

Guidebook for Marines (US)
£7.95

*Combat Skills of the fighting
Soldier £12.00

Ranger Handbook £6.45

US Special Forces
Reconnaisance Manual £12.00
The AR15, M16: A Practical
Guide £13.75

*US Army Counterterrorism
Manual £12.00

A Study of Organisational
Leadership £14.95

Roots of Strategy (Sun Tzu,
etc.) £10.95

Countersniper Guide £4.00
War Story (Vietnam vets)
£13.75

Rhodesian Soldier £16.95

See you in November
(Rhodesian SAS) £15.95
British Army in the Falklands
£2.50

Operation Corporate: The
Falklands War 1982 £12.95
FN FAL Auto Rifles £6.95
*US Navy SEALS Combat
Manual £12.00
Rhodesian SAS
Manual £12.00
*Total Resistance (Swiss Army
& civilian guide) £12.00

SAS The Jungle Frontier
£12.95

SAS Operation Oman £9.95
The British Army in Northern
Ireland £12.95

No Need to Die (McGee)
£6.50

Never Say Die (RCAF
Survival manual) £6.45
Combat Training of the
Individual Soldier £8.00
Combat Leaders Field Guide
£5.95

Reading the Outdoors at Night
£9.95

The Combat Shotgun &
Submachine Gun £12.00

The Fighting Rifle £12.00
Commando Dagger £20.00

PLUS over 1500 other titles to choose
from in our catalogue of SURVIVAL,
MILITARY, ARMS, & OUTDOORS=
MAN'S BOOKS - £1.00 (1st Class
Return) or FREE with your book
order.

Post & Packing: £1.50 Ist book,
50p each after to £2.50 MAX,
orders over £50 POST FREE
ACCESS/BARCLAYCARD/BOOK
TOKENS welcome
Tel. Llangorse 660 (087 484)
THE OUTDOORSMAN'S
BOOKSTORE (Dept §3)

LLANGORSE, BRECON, POWYS,
LD3 7UE, UK.

« gvailable to military personnel only

Combat

ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS

Engraved badge/crest minimum order 10.
Discount on 20 or over.
Goblets from £5.75. Tankards from £6.40 plus VAT

Post paid on orders over 20
Please send badge with order

R &B INCONLTD
LYDGATE HOUSE, 9 LYDGATE LANE,
SHEFFIELD S10 5FJ
Telephone 0742 685911

THE BRITISH ARMY -
A POCKET GUIDE

At last - a complete handbook on
the organisation, tactics and equipment of
today's British Army. Essential reading for
combat soldiers. PRICE: £2.00 (includes 50p p&p)

THE SOVIET LAND FORCES -
o A POCKET GUIDE

The only pocket guide that provides
current information on the organisations and
equipment currently in use with the Soviet Army.
Designed to fit the pocket of a combat jacket
PRICE: £1.50 (includes 50p p&p)
FROM
R & F (Dept WA, BA College Hill, Shrewsbury, SY1 1LZ.

US DOG TAGS

2 tags in steel
Stamped with
your name etc
2 tags with 4 lines and 14
spaces per line. Send details

in block capitals to:

QUARTERMASTERS

3 Torrens Street,

LONDON EC1V 1NQ

Tel: 01-278 9760

P N

L2 3 3 8 8 8 8 8 8.8 84 ***t*t***tttt*tt*******t’
: _I:nhl :I :I,o Military Surplus 5A-58 George St. x
x I (\YAY miu Banbury. Tel. 57450 Dept. S. x
4 Marco Polo Survival Knife Kit, £14.99. Waterproof compartment holds ‘sv?ggamn x
X Compass, matches, fishing line (nylon Suture), hooks and weights POCKETED «
surgical type saw, needles/spear tips, saw, cap lifter, morse code, ‘HONESTONE' "
* signal whistle, liquid compass, CM scale, treasury, capsule, magnifying
9 AND LEG TIE %
« glass, finger ring saw, fishhook  gu'gs) 0™ 50T
« and line, sharpening stone, A, «
tweezers, scalpel, plasters. M “aterproof «
x : gl ' compartment holds
X items add £1.00 post & packing. o Catapass x
X W e Wealsocanyover 100ciferent Mamﬁﬁs X
X kmives * Fishing Line x
CAMOUFLAGED JACK BOOT (Nylon Suture) *
: KNIFE. Leather sheath with clip X Hooks & Weights X
back. Made in Japan. X Surgical Type Saw X
x * Needles/Spear Tips
* 7B, £16.95 . £11.50 x
x . +g100pp ¥
« 15% DISCOUNT TO ALL SOLDIER MAGAZINE READERS «
e 7 v 7 o e i e i e ol i v i i e ol e s ke ol e ol ok e o ok e o o ok ok R ok

]
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BELGIUM

] T-SHIRTS
and &
SWEATSHIRTS

] sukscreen f

PRINTED TO YOUR
OWN DESIGN

(min. order 20 shirts)

EW% * Top Quality Shirts E

* Fast, Efficient Service
* Free Proof Garment

* Free Design Service

® UK/Worldwide Delivery

EXERCISE
LIONHEART B4

For free information package contact:

SPRINTPRINT £:8¢te

15/16 Cambria Bridge Road, Swindon SN1 5LH, Wilts.
Telephone: (0793) 695766

.

(  T-Shirts
Sweatshirts

Complete Design Screen Print
service
The very best personalised printed
arment service from THE HM Forces
pecialists. All prices are inclusive of
Design, Screen, Carriage and (UK Only
VAT . (e.g. UK 10-24 price ONLY,
Supertees £3.60, Sweatshirts £7.00)
With huge discounts for quantity orders.
Also Sportswear manufactured Supplied
Printed in many colours. i.e. Dartshirts
etc.

contaet
A-ONE DESIGNS
55 Brook Street, Chester
\, Tel: Chester (0244) 311028 J

NAMEMAKER

WOVEN NAMETAPES

6 DOZEN (MIN QUANTITY)
OF A NAME £3.00

10 DAY DELIVERY
BLUE ON RED LETTERING
ON WHITE RIBBON
GUARANTEED WASHFAST
HIGHEST QUALITY

Please send cheque/postal order

to: Namemaker, 99 Northaw Road

West, Northaw, nr Potters Bar,
Herts. Tel: 0707 54570.

Please write name to be woven in

block capitals and include address.

Money refunded unless completely
satisifed.

‘BUY HER
‘SOMETHING

SPECIAL
FOR YOURSELE

Satin basques A
and waspies — the
sexiest most
feminine way to
dress the woman Y
in your life

HONEYMOON
(Style 318)
Semi-0paque §
yirgin white
pasque with

40 page Colour Catalogue
Mus FREE Tri-Silk Bikini
send only £2.00
P. & P. REFUNDABLE

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Party Plan Agents Required

Lady of Paris °"

SMALLBROOK QUEENSWAY
BIRMINGHAM B5 4HX
Lady of Paris Video Tape £29.95
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CLUB SWEATERS

BRITISH MADE

As supplied to regiments, squadrons & ships worldwide.
M EEULLY INCLUSIVE PRICE LIST-we guarantee the

most competitive price.

Specially embroidered with your own design, giving
instant recognition and a real sense of identity.
Choice of '‘Superwash’ Lambswool, Shetland & Acrylic
Prices from £5.15 each. Quantity discounts available
-we supply from 1 sweater upwards.

» FREE SWEATER VOUCHER.

SWEATSHIRTS & T-SHIRTS CUSTOM PRINTED
Send for free illustrated brochure to:-

SPOF‘I’S Dept. S

EMBLEM HOUSE - CHURCH ST - HECKMONDWIKE - W.YORKS WF16 OLF- TEL 0924 - 404566

COIREES [AEREY SERVICE F,! ‘7[
ALCONBURY, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PE17 5HF
Specialists to HM Forces, Relations and Retired Personnel

Ferry tickets  Up to 25% Forces Concession

Flight tickets  European and long-haul — up to 30%

Coach tickets From your nearest town, via Hull or London to
Belgium, Germany, Holland and Italy

Rail — from anywhere in UK to Continent Company/Bat!ali_on/
Regiment low cost ‘visits' arranged. We do not require a depositor
make cancellation charges.

Please telephone for information 0480 891435 (4 lines) 08.00-20.00

EPAULETTE
SLIDES
For officers or other ranks.

With or without unit designa-
tion.

Send for price list.
Lancashire Pleating Co Lid, Lees
Road, Kirkby Industrial Estate,
Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone 051-546 5161/2.

LATE SUMMER SPECIAL

POSTAL ROSES

Posted anywhere in the UK,
reds or coloureds,
10 (£7.50), 20 (£11.95)
Enclose cheque/PO to:
Dept M, Rose Ceatre Ltd
St Andrews, Guernsey

ml [NsUR"‘NCE I

| servICES |
H.M. FORCES
SPECIALISTS
MOTOR - B.F.G.
UK. & LET US
OVERSEAS GIVE YOU
KIT COVER A
HOUSEHOLD FREE
LIFE
HOLIDAY QUOTE
HORSE COVER
Sovereign Insurance Services,
The Packway, Larkhill.
Nr. Salisbury. Wilts SP4 BPY
Tel. 0044-980-53431.

L =]
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Available from most PRIs or by mail order direct from:
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wrote Commander Chris Furse RN I
Leader Joint Services Expedition N
to Brabant Island. .
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HAWKINS AND MANWARNING (Dept s=) £3.67 each
Westhorough, Newark, Notis NG23 5HJ
Telephone: (0400) 81492

Other waterproof paper products also available.

5 for £14.63
including p&p and VAT
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Special DPM Cammo Patrol Sacks

US Special Forces Tiger Stripe
Pattern Cammo Clothing

DPM Cammo Fingerless Gloves
For Special Activities Units

Plus lots more special kit
Plus lots more standard kit

For free copy of illustrated
SASS MAG No 3 send large SAE to:

Special Air Sea Services
Saint Georges Works
Saint Georges Quay
Lancaster, Lancs
Telephone: (0524) 64204

“Special Equipment
For Special Operations

Specialist brokers in military UK
and export motor sales
new and used cars available

Due to our immense buying power we can offer HUGE
SAVINGS on any make of vehicle from a Mini to
Mercedes obtained both in the UK and Continent.
®Licensed credit brokers %

* Part exchanges welcome %

Send today for our brochure or ring:
Ron O’Brien (UK Sales Director)

T S S ——— ———— — — — — — — — —

Make and Model ............co........ P/Ex

Investment House, 28 Queens Road
Weybridge, Surrey KT13 9UT
Tel: 0932 58585 (UK)

0044 932 58585 Germany

a8
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/32 pages of colour
catalogues available—send
£1 for our range
of blank firing
weapons,
crossbows,
swords, knives
and airguns

BLANK
FIRING

BODYGUAR
£169 ity

50 blanks £11
NO LICENCE REQUIRED

12 shot magazine, weight 71bs

DeptNo.

Leather sholder harness £30

Fires and self loads on 8mm blanks,

EIRE DRACON L4

Station Road, Edenbridge, Kent

NINJA SWORD £59.95
CROSSBOWS from £35
WEIHRAUCH AIR
RIFLES with FREE
SILENCER from £75

Telephone

34 282 4433

LEAVING THE SERVICE?

How many others will apply for that ideal
job? How few will be interviewed? How do
you get on the short list?

A professionally prepared CV will improve
vour chances dramatically.

We are personnel professionals and know
the information wanted and how to,present
it to command attention and respect.
Write or telephone for information'don how
we can help you

CV PLUS, Dept (S), 90 London Road,
Salisbury, Wilts. Tel: 0722 21395

T SHIRTS AND
SWEATSHIRTS

Screen printed to your
own design (min order 15)
Write or telephone
FJDESIGN & PROMOTIONS
63 Severn Drive, Upminster,
Essex. Tel: Upminster 27153

THIS IS THE FABULOUS
the car that Motoring Magazines rave about,
and RIGHT NOW IT'S ON SPECIAL OFFER

from ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS
PLUS
LOWEST PRICES ON TAX-FREE

FORDS & TALBOTS

Delivery through selected Main Dealers in
LONDON, SURREY, HAMPSHIRE & MIDDLESEX
Finance and insurance available
NAAFI ® UK BANK LOANS ® DM LOANS
Post coupon today for full details and FREE colour brochure to:
Advanced Car Exports 15 Clarence Court,

The Broadway, London NW?7 4RP. Telephone 01-906 2978

_—————_——_———_———
NAME AND RANK >(g
o2 L A MR R SR S S I e

lease describe |
.. Part-exchange LS

separalely
— — —

JEREMY TENNISWOOD

International Specialist Militaria Dealer

N Firearms Antique and modern, for shooters and collectors
Swords Modern dress and collectors of all types

Bayonets World selection, Comprehensive stock. Trade
lines and occasional hists!

Medals British and Commonwealth, full size and miniature,
Regular lists

Medal Ribbon British, Commonwealth and foreign: listed
possibly Britain's most comprehensive!

Cap Badges and Helmet Plates British and Commonwealth,
military, fire and police. Occasional list

Cloth Insignia LIST. Mostly British, some Commonwealth.
SAE or $1.00 Bill US; for reply

28 Gordon Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 IND

Tel: 0252 319791

o VISTA
@ SPORTS

Able-LABELS

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No. or any

words you need up to 6 Lines
1000 Self Adhesive La

Black on White  gand

Is 19 X 40mm
Black on Gold

£4.00

... or Phone-Write for Leaflets & Samples

Labels stick to Paper, Cassettes, Glass, Metal,
Wood, etc. All prices include post & packing

il R84 Y ™) 72 Biack on White
m ape® ;

i N ic = T p up to 30 I‘anunsplcn

Wash* Dry Clean. For School, Uniforms etc.

Please order in CLEAR BLOCK CAPITALS

with payment TODAY! Delivery 21 days

Steepleprint Ltd * Dept SO40 * Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 0LS Tel (0604) 810781

P 0

Payment
£3 2 with Order
. TODAY!

® English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.
Vista House, 28 High Sireet, Merstham
Surrey RH1 3EA. Tel: Merstham 5113/4/5/6

e T T e e e T e e

SURVIVAL

EQUIPMENT

EL

[

{

[

[

[
the ultimate choice for the professional soldier... f
SURVIVAL — MILITARY — SIGNALLING |
AND EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT :
Over 250 items to choose from :

Send large SAE for your free catalogue :

1

{

ELITE SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, Land of Green Ginger, Front
Street, Tynemouth, North Tyneside. Tel: 091 591521

e e e N
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N EW! WATERPROOF COMBAT SUITS

o= PURPOSE DESIGNED BY EX-PARAS.
' BRITISH DPM CAMOUFLAGE OR IN
* OLIVE-GREEN 4 OZ PROOFED NYLON.

TOP QUALITY ONLY.
SUCCESSFULLY TESTED IN ALL
ADVERSE WEATHER
CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN &
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERES.

The Jacket: Well proportioned cut with
two breast pockets, one of which in- &8
corporates a pen or pencil compartment. e
Two larger lower pockets. Each of the
four pockets has rain flap held by inner
press studs, opening front with full length
heavy duty zip (non corrosive) elasti-
cated rear waist and lower draw strings,
sleeves fitted with inner storm cuffs. Col-
lar and elasticated hood attached.

The Trousers: Elasticated waist and two
entry trouser pockets. The complete suit
when packed in the pouch provided mea-
sures 12"x7"x3". The suits are designed
in 3 sizes — Small, Medium and Large.
Guaranteed top quality.

Price: complete suit £38, jacket only
£28, trousers only £12.

12§% discount on orders of 10 and over.
Designed by ex-members of the
Parachute Regiment.

JAMIE WOOD LTD, DEPT SN, CROSS ST, POLEGATE,
SUSSEX. TEL: 03212 3813.
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Cars/Caravans

Metro 1.0L May 83. White/brown
interior. 28,000 miles. £2550.
Tel: Andy Farnborough (0252) 545667.

For Sale

Free VC with our jumbo illustrated
list. Militaria, medals, surplus, badges,
cheap.

HQ84, Southgate St, Gloucester, UK.
Major Models. Geographical Ter-
rains: Any scale for tactical training or
wargaming. Presentation Trophies:
Tanks, Planes, Artillery Guns and
Cannons. Military Figures: Ancient to
present day, special occasions, figures
supplied and painted. Send SAE for
further details.

Major Models, Riverside ‘Flat’, Old
Mill Road, King's Langley, Herts.
Canadian cap badges for British and
Commonwealth cloth formation signs.
Hugh Jones, 2040 Ross Crescent,
Prince George, BC, Canada.
Collectionof 2000 US Army insignia.
Cloth and metal. SAE for details.
Starling, 1 Harley Crescent, Catterick
Garrison, North Yorks, DL9 4]F.
Side drum. Rope tension pattern.
Converted into coffee table. Em-
blazoned Worcestershire Regiment
with battle honours to 1918. Pristine
condition. £160.

Morriss, Hillbrook, Common Lane,
Bromeswell, Suffolk, IP12 2PQ.

D Force VC revealed for the first time
“Some Talk of Private Armies”. Also
reveals roles, exploits and authentic
insignia (59 actual size colour photos)
of 21 other WW2 British Special
Forces. Hardback £10.25 post free.
Overseas £12.50.

Len Whittaker, 79 Roundwood Lane,
Harpenden, Herts, AL5 3EX, England.
1958 pattern belts, green plastic,
working. Super grade £2.95, grade one
£1.95. Post 50p only. SAE for new
autumn list.

Joe’s Surplus, Ashgrove Farm, Ardley,
Bicester, Oxon, OX6 9P]J.
Lightweight waterproofs — bargain
prices. Proofed lightweight nylon
waterproof suits, olive green as used
by Army apprentices. Jackets C/W
hood, elasticated wrist fitting, zip and
velcro fastening. Two pockets. Trousers
with elasticated waist and ankle fitting,
medium sizes 5’6" to 5'10", chest 35"
to 39”. Only 100 suits available for
quick sale at much reduced price —suit
£9.00, postage and packing 50p. 10%
discount for 10 suits or more.

Apply: Bursar, RAOC Apprentices
College, Dettingen Bks, Deepcut,
Camberley, Surrey, GU16 6SR. Tel:
0252 24431 ext 824.

CI equipment comprising large pack,
frame belt, suspenders, two ammo
pouches, water bottle, first aid pouch,
shovel carrier. All very good to new
condition. £80.

Peter Starling, 1 Harley Crescent,
Catterick Garrison, North Yorks, DL9
4]F.

Postcards, our own exclusive series,
British Forces modern full dress. Latest
issues, Royal Marines and Queen’s
Own Hussars £2.50 per set, P&P (UK)
included. Send SAE for list of previous
sets.

British Model Soldier Society, 21
Spring Rise, Galleywood, Essex, CM2

S

8SH,

Regimental uniform postcards,
superbly painted in full colour. “The
Scottish Regiments’ set now available.
Nine , ostcards in souvenir envelope.
Send ,,2.65 for complete set or SAE
for sample postcard.

Geoff White Ltd, 11 Embercourt
Drive, Backwell, Bristol, BS19 3HU.
MA1 flight jackets, black or olive, new
£25: US Vietnam tankers padded
bomber jackets, excellent £35: New
York Police jackets, black, new £45:
SWAT black nylon pistol belts, new

50

£10. Subdued dogtags £5 set: F16drag
chutes £25 each: Vietnam war US
Jungle camo jackets, excellent £25:
DPM pattern waxed cotton water-
proof/thornproof jackets new £51. P&P
£1.50 inland and NI, BFPO except
NI please send sufficient to cover, or
we will invoice before despatch.

P ] Nash, Wesley House, Leigh
Sherborne, Dorset. (0935-872133).
Why not make a hobby of collecting?
Coronation, jubilee, school, sports,
masonic, buffs, religious and other
miscellaneous medals. Military lapel
badges and miscellaneous lapel badges
etc from £1. Send stamp for list and
free offer to:

18 Hollybank Road, Birkenhead.
051-647-6628.
Badge/medal collection, breaking 100s
available, very reasonable, SSAE
please.
Williams, 3 Holmwood Close, Tuffley,
Gloucester.

War books. £1.10: collector disposing.
SAE for list.

Griff Jones, 58 Appin Road, Glasgow,
G321 3PE.

Miniature medals supplied, mounted
for wear, write or phone for quotation.
Full size medals, decorations bought
and sold. Send 50p for large catalogue.
Wire blazer badges supplied, over 100
in stock.

Raymond Holdich, 16 Tudor Way,
Hawkwell, Hockley, Essex. 0702
201415.

Frame your own medals. 7” x 7 white
gloss wood frame. Perspex-type glazing.
Takes up to six separate medals.
Removable back £6.25. CWO includes
P & P (UK & BFPO). Send SAE for
leaflet.

Arthur Rich, 8 High St, Emberton,
Olney, Bucks, MK46 5DH. Tel: 0234
71 2568.

Ol1d issue “Huzif”’, (needles, thread
etc), only £1.50, camo bush hat £4.50
postpaid.

82 Southgate, Gloucester.

Canadian badges 1920-1950. Revised
and enlarged edition giving cap, collar
and shoulder badges in full detail. By
Daniel Mazeas. Book only available
from King and Sons, 3 South St,
Farnham, Surrey. £15.95 plus 75p
postage and packing. Cash with order.
Elite Forces insignia/equipment, cap
badges, list 50p.

P J Nash (S), Wesley House, Leigh,
Sherborne, Dorset. ¥
Protect your expensive watches on
exercise or work DPM pattern watch-
straps with a unique fastening device
and flip over top suitable for all watches
with securing pins. Money back
guarantee, if not satisfied. Price £3.50
each P&P included, large orders from
PRIs welcome. Available only from:
Dolores Hayes, 72 St Lucia Park,
Bordon, Hants, GU35 OLD.

SAS T-shirts and sweatshirts. Top
quality with embroidered badge. These
are the official shirts as sold by the
Association, T-shirt £7.50, Sweatshirt
£12.95. Access accepted.

ABI, 10 Chatham St, Ramsgate, Kent.
0843 602987.

Miniature medals. Superb quality at
competitive prices eg MC/DCM/
DSM/MM £7, Northern Ireland
CSM £4.50, LSGC £4.35, Cadet Force
£5, UN, Cyprus £4, plus postage. UK
add 15 per cent VAT. Compare our
delivered price, SAE for full list.

B & A A Mitchell, Unit 127, Market
Hall, Oldham, Lancs.

Medals full size. We can supply
hundreds of full size medals from
1800-date including WWII Stars,
Defence and War Medals, GSMs,
LSGCs, TEs, UNs etc. Regret no lists,
please write stating interests. Qur
service also includes renaming, full
mounting service, ribbon bars etc.

B & A A Mitchell, Unit 127, Market
Hall, Oldham, Lancs.

Daily Mail set 176 postcards, first
world war, in original album £25.
Thirty Canadian VCs, pub 1918, £6.
Williams, Berllan Eirian, Eglwysbach,
Colwyn Bay. Tel 0492 67429.
Military history, regimental histories,
campaigns etc, many books available,
send first class stamp for list.

M G Pearson, Book Sales (S2), 13
Aintree Crescent, Barkingside, Essex,
1G6 2HD. 7
For Army/Naval/Air Force pipe
bands, bagpipes, chanters, drums, flags,
banners, badges, lanyards, aiguillettes,
cords etc, etc.

M H Geoffrey & Co, PO Box 27,
Railway Road, Sialkot, Pakistan.
Wisewear heavyweight waxed cotton
jackets British DPM £36.90, or olive
green £31.90 (XL sizes add £2). SAE
full catalogue.

Dept SD, Unit 1, Church St, Dorking,
Surrey. Telephone for Barclaycard,
Access or COD immediate despatch,
Tel Dorking 883780. Quantity dis-
counts available.

Regimental ties, blazer badges,
cufflinks, buttons and medals, cap
badges etc. SAE or IRC for FREE
price list from:

Cairncross & Son (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue St, Filey, North Yorkshire, YO14
9HU. Tel: Scarborough 513287.
Rhodesian Selous Scouts wings £10.
Selous Scouts Officers Beret Badge in
silver. Numbered £32. Unnumbered
£28. Rhodesian SAS wings £8.95.
Rhodesian Army Cloth Wings £6.95.
RLI Officers silver beret badge £22.
Greys Scouts Officers silver beret badge
£24. South African Transkie Special
Forces bronze wing f14. Foreign
Legion parachutist beret badge (winged
dagger) £4.25. French parachute wings
£5.25. British SAS cloth beret badge
£2.50. Cloth wings (padded) £2.50.
SAS Officers bronzed collar badges
£4.50 pair. SAS anodised beret badge
£2.50. US 101st Airborne patch £2.25.
Enamelled distinctive (Di) £3.25. 82nd
Airborne parch £2.25. Di £3.25. Special
Forces patch £2.50. Di £3.50. Special
Forces beret crest £3.95. Access now
accepted. Send £1.00 for illustrated
catalogue to:

Andrew Butler Insignia, 10 Chatham
St, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel 0843 602987,
Gortex, entrant, cordura, polarfabric
thinsulate, mosquitonet, DPM proofed
nylon and other waterproof and thermal
materials. Wide range zips, thread,
buckles, webbing etc, pattern book.
SAE for samples.

Pointnorth (S), 58 High St, Cemaes
Bay, Gwynedd. Tel: 0407 711030.
Canadian wings red or white maple
£5.00, pair £9.00. Austrian para-
commando £6.80. Spanish para wing
£6.55. Irish para wing £5.35.
Insignia, PO Box 1617, 454 North
Circular Road, Dublin I, Ireland.
What is 1972 pattern web equipment?
For full details and prices on the best
battle-order there is, contact me:

R Waddington, 3 Meadow Rise,
Bewdley, Worcs, DY12 1JP. (0299)
404376. 3

DPM SAS smocks, genuine issue,
brand new. All sizes £64.50 post paid.
SAE for list.

Joe’s Surplus, Ashsgrove Farm, Ardley,
Bicester, Oxon, OX6 9P].

Holidays

Riding and trekking. Walking. Cycling.
Bird watching. Open all year. Write
enclosing SAE please to:

Blue Well Riding Centre, BWRC,
Llanllwni, Dyfed, SA39 9AY. Tel:
Brechfa (026 789) 274.

Plymouth. Comfortable guest home
close to Hoe and all amenities. H & C.
Familes welcome. Open all year.
Deva House, 16 Radford Road, West
Hoe, Plymouth, PL1 3BY. Tel: 0752-
662999,

General

Ever wanted a Title? Become a Scottish
Highland Laird for only £10.00.
Souvenir Land Plots now available in
historic highland county of Caithness.
Handsome Land Title-Deed bestowing
the Title ‘Laird’ on owner. A unique
gift. Full details from:

S A Survival (Land), Brothock Bridge,
Arbroath, Angus, Scotland.

A hobby with a difference! Try 18th
c. soldiering in your leisure time: Capt
Duchastel’s Cie. de Chasseurs a Pied
of the 9eme Leger (1788-1815) has need
of people with a services background
in the corps which is recruiting in
Manchester, London and the home
counties. The unit participates in re-
enactments and living history events
throughout the UK and on the
continent. Contact:

Chris (061 798 9361) or Ian (01 882
1280), evenings, or write to: I Edwards,
The CORPS, Coalhouse Fort, East
Tilbury, Essex.

Houses for Sale

North Dorset. Part of large house;
central heating — two double bed-
rooms, nursery/study, drawing room,
dining room, kitchen, utility room.
Extra room outside, carport, garden
shed. Very productive garden £52,500.
Ford, Spring Rise, Bourton, Gilling-
ham, Dorset. 0747 840627.

Wanted

Bergen rucksack complete (large size).
Urgently required, must be in good
condition. Finances limited.
Lt K Halus, 211 Amb Sgn RCT (V),
BFPO 807. (0504) 42259.
Why not have your wargame armies
or collector figures painted to a high
standard by professionals. Send SAE
for price list and details.
Military Services, 87 Ellacombe Road,
Longwell Green, Bristol, BS15 6BP,
Tel: 0272 324085.
Wanted by collector: International
Military Parachute Insignia. Qualifi-
cation wings and badges wall chart by
Mike Sheperd (US), also colour chart
of world parachute wings by W Shultz.
Chris Viner, 34 Harvey Kent
Gardens, Bardney, Lincs, LN3 5X]J.
Sam Browne brace and frog required
in best possible condition. State price
required in reply. Written offers only
please.
Andrew Taylor Knight, Pay Office, 1
RHF, BFPO 45.
Parka DPM wanted. Good price paid.
Plymouth 673182.
Want a “nice little earner” in you spare
time? Up to 100 per cent return can be
achieved for minimal outlay. We can
supply quality company, section, regt,
club and fun stickers. Interested?
Contact:
Phil Butcher, Sticker Sports, 1 St Giles
Avenue, Lincoln, LN2 4PE.
Photographs of the following plaques:
Sea Movements Sharjah 1967-68, 4
DivRCT, 7 GM Wulfen, Int Security
Group Old Sarum, 3 Bde NI, CVD
Ashchurch. To enable advertiser to
obtain replacements. Send to:
Mrs J Bond, ¢/o0 WO1 Bond, BAOR
Supply Systems Branch, ICP Viersen,
BFPO 40.
One Queen Elizabeth IT Jubilee Medal,
please state price required.
S R Roberts TD, 21 St David’s Avenue,
Llandudno Junction, Gwynedd.
Collector requires cap badges etc, will
purchase or exchange. SAE for lists.
Frank Whittle, 4 Darnford Close,
Parkside, Stafford, ST16 ILR.

Services

Personalised knitted hats. Individ-
ually made. Send SAE for details to:
Anne Fryer, 45 First Avenue, Lancing,
West Sussex, BN15 9Q].

Printing. Draw tickets. 2,000 £21 and
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£5 per 1,000 after that. Raised ink ‘at
home’ cards 100 with envelope £15.
Cash with order.

Alan Martin, Servisprint, 10 Woodside
Gardens, Chineham, Basingstoke,
Hants. Tel: 0256 475078.

Buying your own home? Solicitor
experienced in acting for serving
soldiers (serving member TA) under-
stands your problems. Personal atten-
tion. Location of property in England
and Wales immaterial. Write or phone
for quote.

J M Smith, A Lloyd-Jones & Sons, 6
Chignell Place, London, W13 0T]. Tel:
01-567 1641.

FOTOPRINTS — beautiful self
adhesive labels from your favourite
photographs — self portrait, new baby,
wedding, engagement, car, etc. Ideal
for letters, cards. Three sizes min
quantity 25. Send 2 x 13p stamps for
samples/prices.

AUTOFOCUS, Cunard Buildings,
Liverpool, L3 1ER.

Custom handmade knives, dirks, Sgian
Dubbhs, Bowies, survival, hunting. Send
£1.00 for brochure and knife list.
Peter Henry & Son, 332 Nine Mile
Ride, Wokingham, Berks.

Avon Advances arranges small confi-
dential postal loans for cheque card
holders. All UK areas covered. Phone
Salisbury (0722) 24942 anytime.
Antony D Hale, 26 Hamilton Road,
Salisbury, Wilts. (0722) 24942.
Military CV Services are the only
curriculum vitae organisation which
exclusively prepares CVs for Service
people. 25 years commissioned experi-
ence, plus 8 years in personnel
management with two major inter-
national companies has provided the
ability to fully understand a military
career and to translate it into terms the
employer can recognise and value. No
other CV consortium can claim such
expertise. For details write without
obligation to:

Major John Cooper (Retd), Military
CV Services, 12 Water St, Stamford,
Lincs PE9 2N].

Now is always the best time to buy
your home. Our unique service will
ensure you have the security of a home
to go to whenever you leave the army.
Write now to:

Exter Property Investments, Freepost,
Exeter, EX] 1A7Z.

CPC Resettlement courses. £116 or
Home Study £49.50. Free Forces
Bursaries available. SAE details:
Friendberry Ltd, Stogumber, Taunton,
Somerset, TA4 3TP. Tel: (09846) 310
any time.

Job Hunting? You never get a second
chance to make a first impression so let
experts, specialising in CV’s for service
personnel, professionally prepare your
CV. For details of our confidential
service contact:

Impact! 31 Fernham Road, Faringdon,
Oxon. Tel: 0367 20107 anytime.

The Harco Officers Shoe, finest leather
upper steel toecap, lightweight moulded
polyurethane sole water and oil resistant
£28.25 incl p&p.

Harco Ltd, Aston sub Edge, Chipping
Campden, Glos GL55 6QA. 0386
840776.

DUSSTAMP for eight years the only
stamp club for servicemen worldwide.
Monthly postal auctions and news-
letters. Essential for GB collectors.
Jim Morris, 56 Moss Lane Sale,
Cheshire M33 5AR Tel 061 973 3458.
Travel Agent. Travel with us from
anywhere to anywhere. Cheapest flights
worldwide (including Cyprus and Hong
Kong). Low prices on all military
destinations.

Soldier Travel, 235 Fleet Road, Fleet,
Hants, 02514 24941; 46 Park St, Cam-
berley, Surrey, 0276 681581.

House Letting

Dorset, including Bournemouth,
Poole, New Forest, areas. Long
established bonded specialist letting
agents taking care of your home.
Brochure from:

Michael Scott, 745 Christchurch Road,
Bournemouth. Phone (0202) 37321.
Houselets offer a complete letting,
management and investment advice
service for residential property through-
out Devon. Write for details to:
Houselets, 40 Newcourt Road, Tops-
ham, Exeter EX3 OBT. Tel: (0392)
875720.

The Servicemen’s Letting and Care-
taking Agency provides a property
management service which is second
to none. Designed by servicemen
specifically for house-owning service-
men in the Surrey/Wiltshire/Hamp-
shire areas. For brochure write or
phone:

SLCA Wild Pines, Tekels Way,
Camberley, Surrey. Tel: (0276) 21847.
Also 7 Dando Drive, Marlborough,
Wilts. Tel: Marlborough 54380.

Situations Vacant
Adventure Training Instructor re-
quired in West Wales. Qualifications.
Please apply to:

BWRC, Llanllwni, Dyfed, SA399AY.
Tel: Brechfa (026 789) 274.

SOLDIER SWEATSHIRTS

IDEALAS A GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS

—

There’s
something
about a

| SQFIDIBR

Sizes: Small, Medium, Large, Extra Large
Colour: Navy blue overprinted in red
Price £7.50 each.

To order complete coupon below and send to:

SOLDIER Magazine (TS), Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants, GU11 2DU.

Please send me
(s Om O L O XL Sweatshirts at £7.50 each

Cheque/PO value £......... enclosed made payable to
Command Cashier UKLF.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Hea:_llngs For Sale; General; Cars; Caravans: Houses to Let (UK); Sits Vac;
Services; Holidays; Swap Shop, etc.

Cost 5p per word; minimum 10 words; up to 10 words of name , address and
telephone number for 25p. VAT at 15 per cent must be added to total cost.

Bookings must be prepaid and will be accepted on this form only for
insertion in next available issue

Condiuons

SOLDIER 1) reserves the right to decline or cancel any advertisement without explanation;
2) accepts no responsibility for printers errors; 3) accepts no liability or responsibility
for contents of advertisement.

All correspondence to be addressed to: Classified Ads,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

T R e S SO RO AR SRRt NUMBER OF INSERTIONS REQUIRED .................
1 2 3 a 5
I 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

if you need more space, please use sheet of plain paper and attach firmly to this form
NAME, ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10
Send to: CLASSIFIED ADS, SOLDIER,

ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT,
HANTS, GU11 2DU

................................... WORDS AT 5p A M T

NAME, ADDRESS, TEL NO SRR B B

COST PER INSERTION L AT (W L et + VAT AT 15%

N I CHEQUEPONO ............ G s
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ARMY STRENG’I‘H TELLS

T WASN’T really much of
a surprise when the Army
scored a comfortable vic-
tory in the first Inter-
Service Tug-of-War Champ-
ionships, held at St Omer
Barracks, Aldershot, under the
sponsorship of the Training
Battalion and Depot, ACC.

With many more people to call
on the Army was able to field four
teams for the three championship
classes; under 560 kilos, 640 kilos
and 680 kilos. The RAF managed
three and the Royal Navy only
two.

This meant, of course, that RN
team members, from the shore
establishments of HMS Colling-
wood and HMS Daedelus, had a
particularly busy time as most
competitors pulled in all three
classes.

The army achieved what might
be described as an unimpaired
triple, by not only winning every
available class but by supplying
the runners-up was well.

Somehow the honours were

shared pretty evenly between the
four Army teams. The Military
Corrective Training Centre, Col-
chester, won the 680 heavyweight
division, 4 Ulster Defence Regi-
ment, the 640 medium weight, and
3 Royal Horse Artillery, the 560
lightweight, while 27 Field Regi-
ment, Royal Artillery, from Lipp-
stadt in Germany, were runners-up
in all three events.

IN THE last three minutes,
Composite Ordnance Depot
Hong Kong came from behind
to defeat Training Depot Brig-
ade of Gurkhas by 51pts to
49 pts in the final of the 1985
British Forces Hong Kong
Minor Units Basketball Knock-
out Cup.

Cpl Yambahadur Gurung open-
ing the scoring for TDBG. S/Sgts
John Su and Yeung Yuk Hay
replied for the Comp Ord Depot
to keep the RAOC side in the hunt
but further baskets from Cpl
Santabahadur Pun, the TDBG
Captain, and Lt (QGO) Dalba-
hadur Pun gave the Gurkhas a 10 pt
lead at half time.

The second half was different.
Comp Ord Depot tightened their
game considerably and there was
some particularly spirited defence
from WO1 Ron McEwan and Sgt
52

ORDNANCE LEAVE
IT LATE...

Paddy O’Keefe,

WOl Bede Welsh, the Ord
Depot Captain, was meanwhile
slowly pulling back the score.
TDBG became increasingly frus-
trated and the Ord Depot were
quick to take advantage of penalty
throws. With three minutes left the
scores were level at 45 pts each.

The seemingly ageless Welsh, a
former County, BAOR and current
Hong Kong Combined Services
player, then had an inspired burst.
In less than a minute he scored
three times and gave the Ord Depot
the lead for the first time.

Seconds later their six point lead
was reduced to four when L/Cpl
Makarbahadur Rai caught the Ord
Depot defence flat-footed. Cpl
Santabahadur Pun, the game’s
most prolific scorer with 25 pts,
then reduced the deficit, but the
itle was settled.

@® Full colour picture — back cover

As a matter of record the results
in the inter-service championships
were an exact repeat of the Army’s
own outdoor competition held
earlier in the year, with MCTC
emerging victorious in the 680 kilo
event, the first time this class had
been contested.

Of the teams from the other
Services RAF St Athan did best,
coming third in the 560 and 640

Always the “bridesmaids” . .. triple
runners up 27 Field Regiment,
Royal Artillery, with coach Bomb-
ardier Newman

classes.

Details have yet to be worked
out but next year the second
Inter-Services Tug-of-War will be
hosted by either the Royal Air
Force or the Royal Navy.

Final scores: Army 31 points,
RAF 19,RN 7.

IN THE absence of a Royal
Navy team the annual inter-
service chess tournament was
contested as a head to head
battle between the Army and
Royal Air Force.

Since the introduction of the
trophy, in the early 70s, the RAF
have had a monopoly on it, winning
it every year except 1979, when
the Army won on tie break.

This year the Army fielded its
strongest ever team and was
rewarded by scoring a narrow
10%,-9Y, victory, thanks to Sgt
Hopkins, Pte Martin (both
QEMH), Pte Hunter (19 FD
AMB), Sgt Cook, Pte Mclnne
(both SEE), L/Cpl Hulland (3
RHA), Capt Crane (8 Sig Cat-
terick), Sgt Winfield (4 Sig BFPO
40), WO1 McCabe, Maj (Ret) De
Bureiatte, Capt (Ret) Jones, Mr
Butler (ex REME).

THE 13th Inter-Services Mara-
thon Championships proved
lucky for Army canoeists who
decisively retained the Well-
ington Trophy.

The championships were held
over the usual 12 mile course,
including two portages, on the
River Trent at North Muskham.

First home in the K1 event was
L/Cpl Ted Heath of 39 Engineer
Regiment, with newly commis-
sioned and ex-Olympic paddler
Steve Jackson in third place.

RAF paddlers Flt Lt John
Anderson andSgt Pete Woodward
won the K2 event with Army
paddlers L/Cpl Kenny Primrose

and Capt Paul Robertshaw in 2nd
place. Though an RAF team gained
3rd position the 4th, 5th and 6th
were taken by Army crews, enough
to win the Wellington Trophy with
a clear lead of 27 points.

ARMY cycling has suffered a
blow with the death of Major
Harry Keates.

Harry Keates served in the Army
from 1929 until 1961, and from
then on was Vice President of
Army Cycling. He was actively
concerned in the Army Cycling
Union affairs from 1952 until 1961
and under this guidance it became
one of the strongest and best
organised cycling bodies in the
country.

In addition to his services to
Army Cycling he was a long serving
member of the RTTC, BCF,
VTTA and Cyclists Touring Club.
Although his racing was limited
by Army Service, his enthusiasm
was never dampened, and he
formed China’s earliest cycling
clubs, Shanghai Wheelers in 1933,
and Hong Kong CC in 1934.

Many of the records he estab-
lished there stood for over 25 years.
He won his first race in 1925, and
was still collecting wins and records
in 1983. Altogether he cycled well
-over 500,000 miles.

Although he always wore the
RASC cap badge, he was seconded
to Intelligence for two periods,
being mentioned in despatches for
services in North Malaya in 1951
and also spent his last three years
seconded to Physical Training.



MALL bore target
shooting and chess
haven’t a lot in com-
mon, but as competitive
sports they do share one
important attribute —
they can both be played

by post.

As Lieutenant Colonel Ernest
Britto will tell you this is a
considerable benefit in a place like
Gibraltar where the opportunities
of face to face competition with
fresh opponents are all too few.

Colonel Britto is commanding
officer of The Gibraltar Regiment,
the Rock’s own largely volunteer
defence force which combines an
infantry company, an artillery
battery (Thomson’s), and an air
defence troop all in the same unit.

The unit usually takes part in
the TA winter small bore target
rifle competition which is shot on
a postal basis which means you
mail your signed and witnessed
targets to a central control.

This year they won the top
division of the section shot with
match rifles. It was an indication
of the high standard of shooting
that three members of the Regi-
ment came over the UK to join
the 12-man squad from which the
TA team was selected for the Inter
Services Small Bore Long Range
Championships at the Ash Ranges,
Aldershot.

With Colonel Britto went Major
Howard Danino, the commander
of Thomson’s Battery, and Staff
Sergeant Fredrick Garcia, the
battery’s MT officer. As it
happened only the CO made the
final eight, but his performance
brought the Wilkinson Sword for
the Inter Services individual long
range champion back to Gibraltar.

Scoring 1,762 out of a possible
1,800, Colonel Britto became the

champion by just one point from
another TA competitor, Major
Peter Martin, the admin officer of
3rd Bn Worcestershire and Sher-
wood Foresters from Derbyshire,
who was defending the title.
Another point further back,
Corporal M Bagot, RAPC attached
to 1 Black Watch, Edinburgh, came
third, a result which won him the

Story: Robert Higson

Pictures: Terry Champion

Early torise...

Army Gold Jewel, being presented
for the first time, as the overall
Army small bore champion shot
for 1985. A very commendable
performance for a comparatively
inexperienced competitor.

Colonel Britto and Major Martin
paved the way for the TA to win
the team competition at the long
range championships, 42 points in
front of the RAF who came second,
and 68 points ahead of the Regular
Army in third place.

The new champion prepared to
go home with only one minor worry
— how to get the four-foot long
sword onto the aircraft. For the
rest it was obviously a very
satisfactory result from a personal
point of view as well as being a bit
of boost for .22 shooting in
Gibraltar.

Lack of facilities, especially the
essential requirement of space,
make competition with higher
calibre weapons a virtual impossi-
bility on the Rock. As it is there
are seven small bore teams,
between them producing the
highest standard in international
competition of any local sport.

Training still presents a few
problems, particularly for a long
range championship. The Gibraltar
Regiment has its own indoor .22
range, but the trio had to use the

Col Britto prepares

Army’s outdoor ET range to get
the distance. So regularly, before
travelling to England, Colonel
Britto, Major Danino and Staff
Sergeant Garcia arrived at dawn
on Windmill Hill.

“We are TA soldiers,” the
Colonel explained. “We have to
get up early because we’ve got to
go to work.”

Most ranges try to avoid an
east-west axis to prevent a low sun
shining in the marksman’s eyes.
With the restrictions of Gibraltar
this is not always possible. On the
ET range, for example, the sun
rose out of the Mediterranean just
to the left of the targets as they
prepared to shoot.

Even with the Levanter mists,
produced around the Rock by
easterly winds, they still needed
their long peaked caps with
adjustable sun visors, as well as
long shades on their sights to cut
out the glare.

They also had to cope with the
breezes which usually arose as the
sun appeared on the horizon —
breezes which swirled around the
great rock causing the indicators
along the 50 metre marked range
to flutter away in different
directions.
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After

ERIC BL

YEAR after nearly end-
ing his days in the
treacherous seas off
Cape Horn, Warrant
Officer 2 Eric Blunn
was back sailing again,
only this time in the
friendlier waters of the Mediter-
ranean.

And, instead of the fast multi-
hulled “Beefeater IT”” in which he
and Chay Blyth came to grief in
their attempt to break the sailing
record from New York to San
Francisco, he was aboard the
altogether more secure 55 ft single-
hulled “British Soldier.”

On the quayside in Gibraltar
before setting sail for a 19-day
cruise to the Spanish Balearic
Islands he recalled the 19 hours he
and Chay Blyth had spent in the
hull of their capsized yacht, waiting
to be rescued.

“We both said to one another,”
he remembered, ‘“‘once we get off
this thing it wouldn’t worry either
of us if we never set foot on a boat
again.”

But earlier in this year Mr Blunn
was posted to the ROAC Appren-
tices’ College at Deepcut as a
Company Sergeant Major, and
when it became clear that there
was a good chance of booking a
stint on ‘“‘British Soldier” duetoa
lull in demand caused by com-
mitments to Exercise Brave De-
fender, he was an obvious choice
for the crew.

So there he was in Gibraltar,
along with two RAOC officers
from Deepcut and six apprentices
ready to sail the Mediterranean
under the command of WO1 Jim
Reid, REME.

“British Soldier” sailed south
from the Joint Services Sailing
Centre at Gosport on the first leg
of Exercise Autumn Trail and had
already undertaken the second leg,
on behalf of the Army Waterman-
ship Training Centre in Gibraltar,
before the RAOC contingent came
aboard.

For Mr Blunn it was no doubt a
very relaxing experience compared
with the voyage of “Beefeater I1.”
Certainly there was, hopefully,
little prospect on this voyage of
the sort of weather he and Chay
Blyth encountered the day they
rounded Cape Horn.

“Words cannot describe what
the weather was like — what it felt
like to be down there,” he said.
“You are absolutely isolated from
the rest of the world and it’s a very
horrible, lonely feeling.”
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Horn...
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Picture: Terry Champion

Story:
Robert Higson

Trying to control their spirited
craft in 60 to 70 knot winds was
becoming increasingly difficult so
they decided to head back to Cape
Horn and seek some shelter.

“But running down wind in a
multi-hull is dodgy — really
dodgy,” Mr Blunn added. “We
were only doing 20 minutes or so
on the helm each. He was on the
helm and I was down below when
all of a sudden he shouted: ‘Eric,
it’s going!” And the next thing I
knew it was upside down. It went
as quick as it takes to say it.”

““He dived below. I got thrown
about inside like a handkerchief in
a tumbledrier. Then I was under
water. I felt something solid under
my feet so I pushed and I’m inside
the hull. Chay was screaming his
head off, calling my name, because
he thought I'd been thrown out.”

There followed what Chay Blyth

described as dropping into a
survival mode. Fortunately they
were already wearing their survival
suits which saved them from the
worst effects of the intensely cold
water.

The next 19 hours in the
capsized hull will probably not be
remembered by Mr Blunn as the
happiest time of his life.

They were able to keep out of
the water by clambering onto a
shelf where they huddled together
for much need warmth — “that’s
the closest I’'ve ever been to a man.”
Unfortunately a candle they lit for
a bit of comfort burnt down to its
plastic holder and started to give
off toxic smoke so they were
obliged to cut a hole in the hull —
a job which took about two hours
— to get ventilation.

They owed their eventual
survival to the automatic Argos
system which relayed distress
signals via satellite to Europe. They
were rescued with a feeling that
they’d had enough sailing ex-

Eric Blunn (centre) has a few hints
for RAOC apprentices
perience to last a lifetime.

But within a few months Chay
Blyth was back at sea trying to
break another record — this time
in the ill-fated “Virgin Challenger”
which sank on its way across the
Atlantic.

And Eric Blunn, the survivor
now of two disasters at sea (the
first was a sinking in the Bay of
Biscay), also seemed prepared for
more of the same.

“Not long ago Chay said to me
— ‘If I got sponsorship do you
fancy having another go?’ I said:
‘Yeah, why not!” And he said:
‘Bloody hell, we’ve got short
memories!” And I said: “Yeah, I
think we have.”
~ Butifthe intrepid pair going off
record-attempting round Cape
Horn again, they’ll go armed with
experience. For one thing they will
get adesign which will enable them
to live inside a capsized hull with
some degree of comfort.



COMBAT SCULPTURES

PRESENT

“ASSAULT"

A SUPERB NEW STATUETTE FROM THE RENOWNED SCULPTOR OF
THE RIFLEMAN NOW BRINGS YOU ANOTHER FIRST! A COLLECTORS
PIECE FEATURING THE CLANSMAN 351 AND THE NEW

SA 80—

~

k COMBAT SCULPTURES c/o Parker, 51 North Circular Road

NAME
ADDRESS

| Enclose £44 (incl. p&p)
SA80 Rifles may be ordered separately.

LONDON
m_w COLD CAST BRONZE |__ NW10

“EVERYONE SAYS THAT
A SERVICEMAN HAS SOME
SPECIAL QUALITIES”

We agree! As a company we like to employ staff with
the broad experience gained from Service life. If you
are planning to leave the Service and would like to
discuss the opportunities of a fresh career with a
modern Life Assurance Company — then please
complete the coupon (Minimum Age 25):

7

.
Windsor I_l!e N
Assurance Compan Lid v
Windsor Lile Assurance Compony Lad. 7
Royol Albart House, Windsor, Syl
Berks 514 1BE

| am interested in o career with Windsor Life, please send me some details:

| To: Services Liaison Manager, Windsor Life Assurance Company Ltd,
Royal Albert House, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1BE. Telephone: Windsor 68144

NAME RANK .
I ADDRESS M
LLs7/85 —_ 3 |

The Peugeot 505 Estate’s long and elegant lines make it
the ideal family car. combining an enormous capacity for
passengers and luggage with all the luxury you'd expect
from one of Peugeot's most popular model ranges. The
505 Estate’s powerful but efficient engine provides a rare

partnership of speed and economy-and of course you
can enjoy the added economy of purchasing the 505
Estate tax-free! *

Buy tax-free from Peugeot Talbot Piccadilly Export. or
your nearest export dealer.

Go to great lengths to avoid tax.
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