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“Just stopped off for a beard trim . . . all very friendly . .
@ Basra city life — Pages 22-25

. Basra much quieter this year . . . no problems so far.”

ITH Christmas fast approaching,

Britain’s public is collectively filling

in its gift wish list ready to bestow its
festive demands on family and friends.

Credit crunch or not, the retail bells are
ringing as the latest must-have items fly off
the shelves in the run up to December 25.

Troops on operations may not have been
able to join the throngs of shoppers clogging
the nation’s high streets this winter, but their
work has helped provide a gift more valuable
than anything found in Harrods.

Take Basra for example. Earlier this year,
Iraq’s second-largest city was a desolate shell
ruled by militias where ordinary residents
spent every day living in fear of
being shot or blown up.

Now the southern settlement
is speeding along the road to
recovery with Iraqi security
forces taking the lead.

British Military Transition Teams have
spent Operation Telic 12 working tirelessly
to transform the Iraqi Army’s 14th Division
into a finely-tuned unit and the results speak
for themselves (Pages 19-21).

Areas that once took an entire battlegroup
to reach are now thriving in unprecedented
safety as the city embraces life without the
threat of explosions and small arms fire
(Pages 22-25).

For those living and working on the
Contingency Operating Base during previous
Christmases, the most-requested gift was an
end to the rocket attacks that rained down
on the airfield on a daily basis.

Rotund North Pole-dweller Santa was

unable to deliver that particular present from
his own sack, so British troops took it upon
themselves to stamp out the indirect fire.

Whether they took the fight to the
insurgents by ground patrol (Pages 33-35)
or by assault boat along the Shatt-Al-Arab
waterway (Pages 37-39), the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers and the
9th/12th Royal Lancers have all but stopped
the incoming munitions.

Back in Britain, Christmas is a good
time to remember the nation’s homeless,
including former Service personnel.

Luckily for them, charity Veterans Aid
makes sure that people who have fallen

on hard times after leaving

6 The ioh you are  the Armed Forces are given a
doing is yielding
ohvious resuits”?

helping hand (Pages 45-47).

Celebrities have also voiced
their support for the sterling
work being done by the troops
serving overseas (Pages 49-51).

Here at Soldier HQ, we have decided to
sulk over Christmas after our one wish — to
see Laura “The Voice” White win The X
Factor — was sabotaged by a scandalous
decision from pesky Irishman Louis Walsh.

Looks like we’ll have to make do with
festive greetings from the delightful
northerner and her fellow finalists in this
month’s vox pop (Page 98).

Wherever you find yourself on December
25, take heart in the fact that the job you are
doing is yielding obvious results and is truly
appreciated by everyone back home.

Merry Christmas and a very prosperous
new year. M
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UK, take advantage of your military status to purchase a brand new Volvo
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17.5% VAT saving if posted overseas)
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UPDATE

New dawn: Soldiers from the Iraqi Army’s 14th Division have benefited from the professional mentoring work carried out by Britain’s 7th Armoured Brigade

Op Telic triumph

Commander reflects on successful six-month tour for Desert Rats in southern Iraq

Brigade has praised his troops for
“transforming” Iraqi Army capabil-
ity during their latest Telic tour.

Speaking to Soldier from the Contin-
gency Operating Base (COB) at Basra,
Brig Sandy Storrie said the Germany-
based brigade’s work, particularly in
developing the Military Transition Team
(MiTT) concept throughout the city,
had allowed the Iraqis to make giant
strides towards self-sufficiency.

“It’s been a good tour and we have
made more progress than I would have
thought possible,” he said. “The suc-
cess is the Iraqi Army’s. It is them who
have resolved the situation in Basra, but
I don’t think they could have done it so
effectively without our support.

“The soldiers have done a fantastic job
and I would describe the effect they have
had on the Iraqis as transformational.”

Brig Storrie also paid tribute to the
Desert Rats for carrying out their vital
work in often uncomfortable conditions.

Temperatures soared above 50C dur-

THE commander of 7th Armoured
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ing the summer and many of the MiTT
teams were living and working in very
basic conditions until new bases were
built by the Royal Engineers.

“They initially had to put up with
some very difficult conditions down-
town when they were living alongside
the Iraqi Army,” he said. “As it’s turned
out, I think we have achieved everything
I hoped we would and more.”

After a comprehensive training pack-
age during which 7th Armoured Brigade
prepared for the possibility of having to
re-enter Basra city centre using force,
the soldiers were asked to fulfil a variety
of roles including establishing and run-
ning MiTTs and building new bases for
the Iraqi security forces.

They have also been instrumental in
cutting indirect fire attacks on the COB,
which suffered just four incidents in the
final three months of the tour.

But despite the successes, Brig Stor-
rie emphasised that there was further
progress to be made to ensure the Iraqi
Army can stand on its own two feet.

“I think we are handing over a work
in progress,” he said. “A lot of the mili-
tary tasks are substantially complete but
there is still work to do to provide the
Iraqi Army’s 14th Division with the ena-
bling capabilities it needs and to make
it resilient so that it is self-sustaining in
the future.”

Although no decision has been made
about the future of Britain’s involvement
in Iraq, Brig Storrie said the progress
his men had made has put the incoming
20th Armoured Brigade in a strong posi-
tion to further improve the capability of
the Iraqi Army.

“The PM has already said there will
be a fundamental change of mission next
year and even in our time we have seen
that mission change from direct support
to being one of advising, mentoring and
training,” he said. “That process will
continue and accelerate and we’re work-
ing through what that might mean in
terms of force levels and timings.”

@ Basra city life — Pages 22-25
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Accomplished sniper and experienced soldier fall during Taliban attacks

2nd Battalion, The Royal Gurkha

Rifles have been mourning the
loss of two colleagues killed within days
of each other in Afghanistan.

RfnYubraj Rai and CSgt Krishnabaha-
dur Dura were both based in the Musa
Qala district of Helmand province when
they died in separate operations.

Rfn Rai was shot while taking part in
a joint International Security Assistance
Force and Afghan National Security
Force move against enemy fighters on
November 4.

CSgt Dura, who had been leading
a highly-effective sniper platoon, was
killed 11 days later when the Warrior ar-
moured vehicle he was travelling in was
caught in an IED blast.

Described as a “cornerstone” of his
company, Rfn Rai was recognised for
his professionalism, commitment and
soldiering skills. The 28-year-old, from
the Khotang District of eastern Nepal,
joined the Army in 1999 and had already

@ MUSICIANS from The Royal Scots
Dragoon Guards achieved a notable first
after recording their latest album in an
operational theatre.

The soldiers, on tour in Iraq, played
tunes including Abide with Me, In
Flanders Fields and Dawning of the Day
for their new CD, Spirit of the Glen:
Journey, which was due for release as
this issue went to press.

The troops braved the threat of rocket
attacks during the recording sessions in
a tent at the Contingency Operating Base
and one piper even suffered heat stroke
in the searing summer temperatures.

RESOLUTE soldiers serving with

@ PRIME Minister Gordon Brown took
time out of a busy schedule in the
Middle East to drop in on personnel
supporting Op Telic.

The PM was given a warm welcome
in Qatar, where he paid tribute to
the professionalism and courage of
everyone backing operations to bring
peace to Iraq. He said British Forces
were valued around the world.

DECEMBER 2008

@ CSgt Dura

completed a tour of Afghanistan as well
as serving on operations in Iraq, Sierra
Leone and the Balkans.

CSgt Dura, who was 36 and married
with two daughters, was an experienced
soldier who joined the Army in 1992 and
had passed the All Arms Parachute Se-
lection course.

Rated as one of the Army’s best snip-
ers, the senior NCO from the Lamjung
district of western Nepal, was highly re-
spected by soldiers under his command
and superior officers alike.

-Bal

INSURGENTS could find themselves bowled
over on the battlefield when a new piece of
hi-tech equipment is rolled-out to front-line
British soldiers.

The I-Ball, which is now in development
after being submitted to the MoD’s Com-
petition of Ideas, gives troops a sphere-
shaped camera that can be thrown in the
combat zone or fired into action from a gre-
nade launcher.

It provides 360-degree video coverage,
even while it is in flight, and has been de-
signed to give personnel valuable informa-
tion on who, or what, they could be facing
further down the line.

MoD chiefs are confident that the ball
could have a range of applications, includ-
ing being fitted to armour and unmanned
aerial vehicles, as it is robust and capable
of withstanding extreme temperatures.

Edinburgh-based firm Dreampact is
developing the kit and directors recently
showed the I-Ball to officials at the Defence
Technology and Innovation Centre (DTIC) in
Shrivenham, Wiltshire.

Company spokesman Paul Thompson

Lt Col Chris Darby, commanding of-
ficer of 2 RGR, said that both men would
be missed.

Of Rfn Rai he said: “Big and highly
experienced, he was one of the cor-
nerstones of his company and known
throughout the battalion for his pres-
ence, drive and ability.

“Brave, strong, hard and noble, he
epitomised all that makes the Gurkhas
the best.”

Turning to CSgt Dura, the CO added:
“He was a consummate professional,
having deployed as the master sniper
in command of a platoon that he had
trained himself.

“CSgt Dura’s snipers were, and con-
tinue to be, one of my most potent capa-
bilities and their strengths are due almost
entirely to his own ability as a soldier, a
leader and commander.

“I am extremely proud to have known
this bold and noble man and will miss
him. He will not be forgotten,” Lt Col
Darby said.

has thousand yard stare

said: “We are delighted that the idea was
taken up by the MoD as we could not have
developed it without their assistance.

“Although it is in its very early stages we
are very excited about the technology’s po-
tential to help troops to be better prepared
for hattle.

“It is fantastic that the MoD is working
with a small company like us to develop
future capabilities.”

Senior military technology chiefs were
also enthusiastic about the possibilities of-
fered by I-Ball.

Prof Andrew Baird, director of the DTIC,
was confident that the kit could allow troops
to deal with difficult situations on the mod-
ern hattlefield.

He said: “It is an exciting new develop-
ment that has very significant potential
across a range of military equipment and
operational scenarios, particularly in dif-
ficult urban operations.

“The initial development of I-Ball has
been successful and shows great promise.
We are considering what further develop-
ment is possible.”

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army



Tanks for the ammo: Crews from The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards managed to shoot through a 15-year allocation of shells on a single exercise in Basra

UPDATE

Outgoing soldiers mark the end of Telic tour with a firework spectacular

southern Iraq when they fired off a
15-year allocation of live Challenger
2 ammunition.

Soldiers from The Royal Scots Dra-
goon Guards let loose during the special
exercise, discharging around 200 rounds
in an impressive display of power.

The ammo, which was coming to
the end of its service life, was due to be
disposed of by the Explosive Ordnance
Group. But Maj Roger Macmillan, com-
manding the regiment’s C squadron,
thought that it would be put to better
use in training.

He felt some impromptu manoeuvres
would be a valuable opportunity for the
Fallingbostel-based troops as they came
to the end of a successful six-month tour
with 7th Armoured Brigade.

Normally each squadron would only
get nine of the high explosive rounds,
used in anger against bunkers and ar-
moured vehicles, that were fired during
the exercise near Basra.

The officer commanding admitted:
“This was just too good an opportunity
for us to miss.

“This range day offered great value to
the taxpayer as it allowed for valuable

LIFE was a blast for troops serving in
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training to take place using rounds that
would otherwise have been destroyed.

“It also gave members of my squadron
an excellent chance to train with live,
high-explosive ammunition.”

Iraqis living nearby had been warned
about the Dragoons’ exercise well in ad-
vance, and soldiers taking part found

Herrick to get

DEFENCE Secretary John Hutton has an-
nounced the preferred bidders for three
new classes of support trucks to give troops
the edge in Afghanistan.

The 400 newcomers will carry essential
supplies such as water and ammunition
during patrols as part of a wider 700-strong
vehicle package announced by Mr Hutton
in October.

Husky, which is based on the Interna-
tional MXT-MVA made by Navistar De-
fence, will carry out support roles in areas
the Mastiff cannot be used and will have
utility, ambulance and command variants.

Coyote will back up fast and agile Jackal
patrols in the badlands of southern Afghan-
istan and is based on the same platform

the manoeuvres both valuable and en-
joyable, said Maj Macmillan. He added:
“It was a very rare opportunity for the
young gunners who normally would not
get to fire much of this ammunition dur-
ing their Army careers.

“We had nearly 15 years’ allotment so
we were privileged.”

MOre armaour

as the 6x6 vehicle made by Devon-based
company Supacat.

Wolfhound features more protection than
its stahlemates with the underpinnings of
the Force Protection Inc Cougar 6x6.

It will provide support to Mastiff patrols
in high-threat areas and has a robust level
of mine protection.

Speaking after announcing the trio of
new arrivals, Mr Hutton said he was con-
fident the vehicles would provide soldiers
with a further weapon in the battle against
the Taliban.

He added: “Wolfhound, Husky and Coyo-
te will give troops in Afghanistan the extra
bite they need. | look forward to the vehi-
cles arriving in the new year.”

DECEMBER 2008
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A digest of what is being said on Army
matters in Parliament

CONCERN is mounting over officer
retention rates for some areas of the
Army, Armed Forces Minister Bob
Ainsworth has admitted.

Responding to a question from
fellow MP Christopher Fraser, Mr
Ainsworth said that while there
had been “no sudden outflow of
personnel” over the past decade,
there were fears that exit rates were
too high for some key roles.

Figures show that 1,490 officers
resigned over the past year, nearly a
quarter more than in 2005-06.

The minister added: “A wide
range of measures are in place
to improve retention, including
career management, improvement
to conditions of service and
commitment bonuses.”

Under contact: Attacks against troops
in Afghanistan’s Helmand province
have dropped significantly this year,
according to latest figures.

Defence Secretary John Hutton
told fellow MPs in the Commons
that there had been 1,475
engagements between soldiers
from the International Security
Assistance Force and insurgent
fighters as of October. There were
just over 2,200 contacts in 2007.

Funding heached: The MoD has no
plans to help veterans return to
Normandy for the 65th anniversary
of the D-Day invasion next year.

Replying to a question from MP
David Davis, Veterans’ Minister
Kevan Jones said only 25th, 50th,
60th and centenary events received
sponsorship from the department.

He added: “Significant funding
was made available to mark the
60th anniversary of the Normandy
landings in 2004.”

Wheels turning: Nearly 50 extra
Mastiff and 30 more Jackal vehicles
are being made available to help
support soldiers’ training, MPs
have been told. Quentin Davis,
Minister for Defence Equipment
and Support, said the kit would be
introduced over the course of the
next few months.

DECEMBER 2008

Armed Forces chief defends use of Land Rovers

Rover still has an important part to
play in military operations, accord-
ing to the Chief of the Defence Staff.

Air Chief Marshal Sir Jock Stirrup
said a vehicle “with the size and capabil-
ity” of the Snatch was still in demand by
commanders in operational areas.

But he hinted that he was concerned
about the Land Rover’s vulnerabilities
and pledged that he would keep a “close
eye” on how it was being deployed.

ACM Stirrup was speaking after re-
ports in the media suggested that a sen-
ior British officer had resigned in disgust
after four of his soldiers died in an attack
on one of the vehicles.

The officer, who had served in Af-
ghanistan, had been quoted as blaming
a “chronic under investment” in equip-
ment for their deaths.

But the Chief of the Defence Staff
told the BBC’s Sunday morning Andrew
Marr Show: “I speak to commanders
and they tell me unequivocally that they
need a vehicle of both the size and ma-
noeuvrability of the Snatch to conduct
their missions.

“We want a vehicle that has better pro-
tection and that is exactly what we have
been developing. We have vehicles in

THE much-maligned Snatch Land

theatre now that have better protection
and they are being used but, of course,
they are not all arriving at once.”

The Chief of the Defence Staff said
he would “never second guess the deci-
sions of people on the ground” who were
aware of the threats and knew the tools
they needed for the job.

As reported in Under Big Ben (No-
vember), Armed Forces Minister Bob
Ainsworth has confirmed to the Com-
mons that experts are looking closely at
the Snatch to see if it can be upgraded
with better armour.

An enhanced version of the Land Rov-
er, codenamed Vixen, is also currently
being used in Afghanistan.

The vehicle has modifications to the
running gear, chassis and engine, and
boasts increased payload space to take
on extra equipment and troops.

Despite the criticism of the armoured
Land Rover, which was first used in
Northern Ireland, ACM Stirrup was
adamant that soldiers serving in Iraq
and Afghanistan had the resources they
needed to do the job.

“If you go and speak to people on
the ground, you will find that the over-
whelming view is that the kit they have
in theatre is very good,” he added.

Paras home after tough tour

BATTLE-hardened soldiers from 2nd Bat-
talion, The Parachute Regiment have re-
turned home to their base in Colchester
after completing a gruelling six-month tour
of southern Afghanistan.

In searing heat and tough conditions, the
troops were involved in a near-continuous
engagement with Taliban fighters on the
front line of the battle to bring stability to
Helmand province.

The battalion paraded through their home
town beneath a flypast from two Apache
helicopters before an hour-long church
service provided an opportunity to reflect
on the lives of 15 soldiers from the battle-
group who were killed during the tour.

Lt Col Joe O’Sullivan, CO of 2 Para,
praised his soldiers for their professional-
ism during the fighting. He said: “We have
returned home after the most demanding
operational tour for many years.

“All ranks have served their country with

distinction, but our first duty is to honour
the men of 2 Para battlegroup who gave
their lives serving in northern Helmand
over the summer.”

During their demanding tour as part of
16 Air Assault Brigade, 2 Para occupied
five Forward Operating Bases (FOBs) in
some of the most notorious and dangerous
parts of southern Afghanistan.

FOB Gibraltar, a remote outpost near
Gereshk, was the scene of some of the
fiercest fighting.

The men of C Company who manned the
base were, on average, 23 years old. Five
died in action, 14 were seriously injured
and another 30 were wounded with the
FOB being attacked 36 times in just four
months. The Taliban took heavy casualties
with around 150 confirmed dead.

Suicide bombers were also a major
threat in the region, Killing three soldiers
from 2 Para in a single day in June.

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army
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Target acquired: Sharpshooters were set to take delivery of the final batch of new Army sniper rifles as this issue went to press. The last consignment of
the L115A3 weapon (pictured) will soon be passed to troops having been handed over to Defence Equipment and Support. The rifle, which has a range of
up to 1,100 metres, was purchased under a £3.7 million deal with Portsmouth-based firm Accuracy International and is already proven in Afghanistan.

UPDATE

Campaign could be the century’s ‘defining war’, claims Secretary of State

mainland are being prevented be-

cause of the international commu-
nity’s intervention in Afghanistan, the
Defence Secretary has said.

Addressing the Institute of Strategic
Studies, John Hutton maintained the
mission against the Taliban and Al Qa-
ida had saved lives.

He added: “The First and Second
World Wars were the defining conflicts
of the last century — it may be that Af-
ghanistan will be the defining conflict of
this century. It strikes at the heart of our
interests and the preservation of the val-
ues we hold dear.

“If we hadn’t gone into southern Af-
ghanistan in 2006 the Taliban would
now control southern Helmand and
Kandahar. There are students of history
today that tell us that those who control
Kandahar have often controlled Kabul.

“So I am absolutely clear that our
commitment is first and foremost about
national security.”

Mr Hutton was adamant that terrorist

TERRORIST attacks on the UK
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leaders would have had more freedom
to launch further attacks had action not
been taken in the wake of 9/11.

He accepted that the battle in Afghan-
istan would continue to be tough, but he

said: “In Helmand we are still learning
how to realise our objectives.

“However I am confident that we are
putting in place the people and capabili-
ties that can lead to success.”

Royal's Army career uplifted

PRINCE Harry is hoping to swap his rifle for
the controls of a state-of-the-art helicopter
after volunteering for selection with the
Army Air Corps.

The Household Cavalry lieutenant was
due to start a four-week assessment course
at Middle Wallop, Hampshire as this issue
went to press, which will determine wheth-
er or not he can fly.

The current pass rate is just 50 per cent,
but if he makes the grade the third-in-line
to the throne will start his training in the
new year.

Lt Wales would serve his tour with the
AAC as a member of his parent regiment,
The Blues and Royals.

A statement from Clarence House said:
“Prince Harry has chosen to seek selection
with the AAC now because he has complet-
ed his tour of duty as a troop leader with
the Household Cavalry at Windsor.

“Such a move is quite common for young
officers at this stage in their Army career.”

The flying training would last for up to
two-and-a-half years depending on the air-
craft type — whether an Apache gunship,
Lynx or Gazelle.

If he goes for the attack helicopter he
must first master the other two aircraft,
then take part in an 18-month Apache
course and 16 weeks of survival and resist-
ance to interrogation training.
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@® COMMANDER-in-Chief Land Forces
Gen Sir David Richards was the special
guest at an Armed Forces celebration of
the Islamic festival Eid-ul-Fitr.

The event, held in honour of senior
Muslim officer Lt Col Alan Parvez who
recently retired after four decades of
service, was attended by a number of
VIPs and colleagues.

Lt Col Parvez finished his military
career as commanding officer of Defence
and Equipment Support at Andover.

@ A GROUP of Army wives have bared
all for a calendar to raise money for
Armed Forces charities.

The Garrison Girls calendar features
soldiers’ and officers’ wives of all ages
and hopes to raise thousands for Help
for Heroes and Combat Stress.

Sarah Bennett Thurston, who dreamt
up the project, said raising money for
charities was a way for the wives to
give something back.

She added: “Help for Heroes and
Combat Stress play an incredibly
important role in providing our troops
with vital care and support.

“We all worry in case one day
our families need their help, so it’s
reassuring to know they are there.”

@ CENTENARY celebrations for the
Territorial Army have ended following 12
months of events across the country.

This year marked 100 years since the
TA was formed and the anniversary was
celebrated with a programme of activities
ranging from a Salamanca Band concert
in Plymouth to a reception at the British
Consulate in Istanbul, Turkey.

The programme culminated with the
Festival of Remembrance on November
9 at the Royal Albert Hall where TA
members and their families attended a
service to remember the fallen.

@ YOUNG children whose fathers go
away on active duty have been given a
helping hand with a new picture book.

Written by Gerry Waters, My Daddy
is a Soldier uses simple language and
photos to show youngsters how troops
go away and return from operational
deployments overseas.

Proceeds from sales are being
donated to the Afghan Appeal Fund.
Charity president Lady Caroline
Richards said the book was “fabulous”.
See www.mydaddyisasoldier.co.uk

@ WEBMASTERS with publishing rights

to the Army’s old public facing website
must make sure their old content is
deleted or redirected in preparation of an
imminent switchover.

Military internet chiefs have warned
that the old site is being archived and
switched off on January 9 following the
launch of ArmyWeb.
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Black Rats quit Germany for new super garrison

settling into their new UK home af-

ter taking part in the British Army’s
biggest relocation move for more than
two decades.

Some 2,000 troops from The Royal
Dragoon Guards set up shop in Catter-
ick, North Yorkshire, after ending their
30-year association with Osnabruck in
northern Germany.

The soldiers, the final contingent of
the incoming 4th Mechanized Brigade,
the Black Rats, arrived at a garrison
transformed by a £330 million refur-
bishment package, which boasts accom-
modation with en-suite rooms.

The personnel were welcomed back
to the UK by Defence Under-Secretary
Kevan Jones who later said the MoD re-
mained committed to improving accom-
modation for troops.

Mr Jones added: “There has been a
legacy of under-funding in Armed Forc-
es housing. There is no quick fix but the
evidence of progress speaks for itself.

“These new facilities are one way of
expressing gratitude to the brigade for
almost three decades of service in Ger-
many and, recently, an exemplary tour in
southern Iraq.

“Our troops dedicate themselves to
serving their country and, in return for
that, they deserve nothing short of first-
class accommodation and facilities.”

The minister’s sentiments were shared

THOUSANDS of soldiers have been

by brigade commander Brig Julian Free,
who said that his soldiers were delighted
to come back to the newly upgraded
Catterick garrison.

Brig Free added: “For a large part of
the brigade coming to Yorkshire has been
a return to our spiritual home.

“Our single soldiers have been thrilled
to arrive back to newly completed en-
suite bedrooms, which along with the
other new facilities we are very grateful
to see.”

As the soldiers settled into their new
base, work to transform Catterick into
a super garrison has been continuing,
with further moves to improve facilities
on the cards in the coming year.

A new junior ranks’ mess, which is to
be completed in 2009, is the next project
on the list while significant improve-
ments are also being made to the area’s
transport infrastructure.

In addition, a huge regeneration of
the town centre is scheduled to begin in
2010, which will include a sports centre
for soldiers and civilians.

As previously reported in Soldier, the
MoD has been focused on improving
living conditions for personnel around
the country for the past six years.

The department has rolled out 26,000
new bed spaces as part of the Single
Living Accommodation Modernisa-
tion scheme and several other parallel
projects since 2002.

Seafaring soldiers sailing ahead

THE Prince of Wales has joined senior of-
ficers in praising a group of young soldiers
for their determination and commitment
after they sailed around the world on a dar-
ing expedition.

Addressing some of the 200 troops who
took part in the Leadership Through The
Atlantic (LTTA) initiative during an event
at The Old Naval College in Greenwich,
Prince Charles commended their skill and
spirit of adventure.

Over the course of a year the nautical
novices on the yacht Discoverer sailed the
breadth of the globe, around the Antarctic,
Arctic and the tropics, starting and finish-
ing in Gosport, Hampshire.

One of the Service’s largest adventurous
training projects, LTTA was designed to
develop leadership and motivational skills
before soldiers deploy on ops in areas such
as Iraq and Afghanistan.

Expedition secretary, W02 John Cromp-
ton (QDG) said personnel had been pushed
to the limit.

He added: “The soldiers who participat-
ed have only just finished Phase 2 training.
We took the top two per cent of those we
expect to lead in their Army careers.”

Groups of up to 16 soldiers at a time were
taken from their comfort zones and lived in
the confined space of a 67-foot yacht for
three weeks at a time.

W02 Crompton said: “The lads would have
to get up and change a sail in a force ten
gale at 0200 in the middle of the Atlantic
Ocean, and that certainly helps with char-
acter building.”

Injured Service personnel, such as Pte
Lionel 0’Connor (2 R Anglian) who has
been undergoing rehabilitation at Headley
Court, also took on the nautical challenge.

The 23-year-old South African-born sol-
dier said: “I lost my leg in an explosion in
Iraq in 2006, since then | have heen work-
ing on my rehabilitation.

“More injured personnel should do ad-
venturous training like this — everyone is
really motivated.”

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army



Record deal: The X Factor song Hero has flown to the top of the charts and is on course to hecome the decade’s fastest selling charity track. Performed

UPDATE

@ Songs of Praise — Page 98

/]

by the talent show’s finalists, the cover of Mariah Carey’s 1993 hit sold well over 313,000 copies in its first week. As Soldier went to press, it had been at
number one for nearly a month. Support has even reached Parliamentary level, with Chancellor Alistair Darling pledging that the VAT made on sales will
be waived for the charity, while high profile customers have included Prime Minister Gordon Brown, who bought his wife a copy for her 45th birthday.

Theatre of cuisine

Latest operational cookbook provides inspiration for enterprising chefs

weapon in their armoury to combat
the monotony of field rations.

For those moments when the creative
flow congeals and refuses to spread, an
innovative cookbook created by culinary
wizards from across the Services is now
being issued to kitchens.

Launched at the Combined Services
Culinary Challenge in Esher, Surrey,
Ten Man ORP Recipe Ideas is filled with
tried-and-tested meal inspirations using
ration pack food from kitchens around
the world.

Supported by top chef Gordon Ram-
say, who went to Afghanistan two years
ago and wrote the foreword for the cu-
linary oracle, the book also caters for a
range of dietary requirements.

Lt Cdr Neil Horwood (Royal Navy) of
Defence Equipment and Support said:
“The book is not here to address a gap
or shortfall in any way — the food is as
good as it’s always been.

“It is for young soldiers firing mortar
rounds one minute and then coming into
the kitchen to face 150 hungry blokes.

BATTLING Army chefs have a new

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army

There’s always going to be a moment
when they want to find something
different to cook and can’t think of
anything. We just wanted to provide a bit
of inspiration.”

The book contains recipes such as
tasty chili beef burritos, exotic Indian
fish balls, Italian meatballs with pasta

and garlic and soya burgers in floured
rolls served with salsa sauce.

It is designed to show how versatile a
ten-man ration pack can be. Each recipe
tells the chef which menu box contains
the ingredients necessary for the meal.

The book has been released for chefs
in time for Christmas.

Festive thanks from the front line

SOLDIERS serving in Afghanistan can take
their pick when it comes to Christmas
cards thanks to a Yorkshire pensioner and
a group of enthusiastic volunteers.

Pat Predeth, together with friends from
the Pontefract community, has made more
than 3,000 cards since September for
troops on ops to send to loved ones bhack
in the UK.

The 72-year-old said she wanted to give
something back to the soldiers fighting on
the front line after she was moved by a TV
documentary earlier this year.

The former dog groomer from Gomersal

placed posters in local shops to round up
more card makers for the cause.

She said: “I wanted to do something to
support our boys - | back the troops.

“It takes me about half-an-hour to make
each card and | produce 20 to 30 a week.”

Pat enlisted the help of W02 Curt Vines
(4 Para) who has been making sure the
cards reach soldiers in theatre. The NCO said
he was delighted to be of assistance.

WO02 Vines added: “When Pat contacted
me | couldn’t believe how many cards had
been made. There are box loads and | know
that the lads appreciate them.”
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Beating the retreat: Soldier’s Cliff Caswell flees amid a baying mob as the action heats up during a riot control exercise for Sandhurst cadets on the
Longmoor Training Area. The News Editor volunteered to face would-be officers learning to deal with violent urban flare ups during the final stages of their
commissioning course at the Royal Military Academy. Find out whether Caswell made the grade in the first of a new feature series starting next month.

staying on alert

Personnel urged to seek help if they suspect any psychological problems

lieve they are suffering from a men-

tal health problem should seek help
as soon as possible, senior medical ex-
perts have reiterated.

Doctors are worried that some sol-
diers are still not admitting they may be
unwell because of the stigma associated
with psychological issues. This is despite

CONCERNED personnel who be-

the MoD beefing up the available mental
health help and the introduction of the
Trauma Risk Management peer support
scheme in the Army.

Latest MoD figures reveal that 868
personnel were diagnosed with a mental
disorder in the final quarter of last year.

But health professionals stressed that
almost all of those found to be suffering

Break for bereaved children

YOUNGSTERS whose parents have heen
killed while serving in the Armed Forces
are being given the chance to take part in
a scheme to help them share experiences
with others.

The Family Activity Break (FAB) initiative
allows children and teenagers aged up to
19 to spend a week away with companions
who have been through similar trauma.

Senior NCOs are now being sought to
help with the initiative, set up by the MoD
and backed by the Army and Royal Air
Force Widows Associations.

Project officer Maj Belinda Forsythe

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army

(RMP) said FAB would offer vital support
as well as allowing children to have fun
and make new friendships.

She said: “The idea came about because
it was felt that the youngsters are a unique
group of people who need support.

“The children in particular will have
strong ties with the military and often they
will want to continue to be a part of it.”

FAB will run week-long activity courses
in Whitby and Cornwall from August. Activ-
ities on offer include abseiling and canoe-
ing. For more information, contact belinda.
forsythe926@mod.uk

were able to continue their military ca-
reers after being treated.

The MoD claims the findings are con-
sistent with three earlier reports.

Speaking at a press conference in
Whitehall, Dr Ian Palmer, an expert at
London’s St Thomas’s Hospital, said
personnel who believe that they are suf-
fering should make sure they come for-
ward for an immediate check up.

Dr Palmer, who is also a visiting pro-
fessor of military psychiatry at London’s
King’s College, emphasised that individ-
uals could put their complete trust and
confidence in the professionals.

He was supported by Surgeon Com-
mander Neil Greenberg, a senior lec-
turer of military psychiatry, who said
that only a small number of problems
were confirmed as being Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD), an illness that
figures show is extremely rare.

He said: “PTSD is a psychiatric dis-
order and, to make a specific diagnosis,
the condition has to actually impair your
day-to-day function.

“In some cases, stigma prevents peo-
ple asking for help, even though there is
plenty available.”
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DEBT COLLECTORS? BAILIFFS? FACING BANKRUPTCY?

Don’t let debt affect your career

Deal with your debts with one affordable monthly payment.

Resolve UK are specialist debt advisers
to military personnel and their families

0044 (0) 1732 45 11 33
or: 0800 652 5113 (UK only)

www.resolveuk.co.uk Email: resolveuk@btconnect.com This is not an offer for a loan
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Preparing to defend: Cadets from Victoria College in Jersey don their gas m
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asks during a simulated attack on their replica front-line trenches near St Helier

Youngsters fix bayonets as they step back in time to the Western Front

fought in the First World War has

been unveiled in Jersey to com-
memorate the 90th anniversary of the
end of the conflict.

A replica front-line trench complex is
now established near the island’s capital
St Helier to remember the thousands of
volunteers who went into battle on the
Western Front.

And a group of youngsters from near-

ALIVING memorial to soldiers who

Profitable pose he

THE phrase point and click took on a whole
new meaning for 24 Armed Forces person-
nel when they posed for the camera to raise
cash for less fortunate colleagues.

Twelve men and 12 women from all three
Services took part in a glamorous photo-
shoot alongside supercars, motorbikes,
guitars and helicopters for the 2009 calen-
dar in aid of Help for Heroes.

Devised and shot by Capt Danny McDer-
mid (RLC), the calendar is available to buy
from the charity’s website.

Capt McDermid said: “I'm an amateur
photographer and my wife and | came up
with this idea.

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army

by Victoria College brought the unique
project to life when they lived in the
trench for three days to gain an appre-
ciation of the terrible conditions of daily
life during the war.

The Combined Cadet Force volun-
teers relived and endured combat zone
hardships that were commonplace for
soldiers of the time.

Parting with their watches, mobile
phones and MP3 players they donned

DS heroes

“We asked for volunteers and got an
amazing response. Each of the pictures
tells a different story and we wanted the
guys to pose at play and at work. For the
girls we went for supercars, bikes and high
fashion as well as their day jobs.

“It was great fun - everyone really en-
joyed it and are very proud that they are
able to do their bit for Help For Heroes.

“We are now looking for volunteers to
take a batch and sell them to their units -
this would save people on postage and also
get the word out that these are available.”

@ www.helpforheroes.org

Great War uniforms and armed them-
selves with bayonets and rifles.

The experience culminated with a
move over the top, when the ten cadets
marched to the capital’s cenotaph.

The trench project was the brainchild
of Jersey-based historians Peter Tabb
and Howard Baker, who wanted to give
the young people a lasting image of the
First World War.

Baker said: “Initially the idea was met
with disinterest — understandable as the
Nazi occupation of the Channel Islands
in the Second World War overshadowed
what had happened before.”

But the youngsters were hugely en-
thusiastic. Cadet Cpl Scott Livingstone
told Soldier he had enjoyed being part of
a unique project.

He said: “The trenches let us experi-
ence what life must have been like for
soldiers during the First World War and
now we will appreciate it more as we
have seen something of the conditions.”

The Channel Islands are believed to
have suffered the highest casualty rate
per head of population compared to the
rest of the British territories during the
First World War. Nearly 6,500 men from
Jersey alone volunteered to fight during
the four-year campaign.
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Report: Stephen Tyler
Pictures: Cpl Rob Knight RLC

EARING soft hats and smiles,
WBasra’s native soldiers’ relaxed

air as they patrol the city’s streets
serves as a tangible example of the upturn
in security in southern Iraq.

Operating in areas that less than a year
ago would have taken several hundred men
to take and hold, the Iragis are making giant
strides in convincing Baswaris that they are
a force for good.

Central to that shift in opinion has been
the implementation of the MiTT (Military
Transition Team) system by coalition troops.
Already widely used by the US Army in
Baghdad and by the Brits — in the form of
OMLTs (Operational Mentor and Liaison
Teams) — in Afghanistan, the concept is
helping indigenous soldiers take charge of
their country’s destiny.

By allying a MiTT team to individual
battalions of the Iragi Army’s 14th Division,
the British enable the Basra-based soldiers
to take the lead in establishing and
maintaining security across the city.

Maj Conrad Turpin (Scots DG), the man
in charge of monitoring the transition
project, explained that the principle behind
successful mitting is to take a back seat and
allow the Iragis to empower themselves by
taking charge of everything from training
programmes to operations. .

“Training is a very small part of mitting,”
he said. “It's more about living alongside
the Iragi Army and providing support as
and when they need it. We are not here to
be overseers and instructors, we are here to
enable them to succeed.

“Ultimately our aim is to grow and

develop the 14th
Division to the
point where
they are

able to cope without in territory once ruled by trigger-happy
us and act fully on militiamen sits a bombed-out hotel that now

their own. OQur first serves as the base for a company of
job out here was to 50 Brigade Iragi troops.

learn from them what From their adopted home — which was a

they do and how they Jaish Al Mahdi stronghold less than a year
do it because we are ago — the soldiers carry out patrols and
not trying to impose the conduct training under a MiTT relationship
British way onto them. with the 4th Battalion, The Royal Regiment

It’s Iragi-led and we of Scotland.

have to ensure that they Maj Toby Christie, officer commanding,
succeed. If they don’t, the  was quick to dispel any notions that the
populace won'’t support Iragis were anything other than well-trained

them and they will soldiers dedicated to securing a peaceful

have lost Basra.”  future for their country.
The success “There seems to be an impression that
of mitting they are a bunch of boy scouts, but they
is clear to are not,” he told Soldier from 4 Scots’
see in and Telic home, a naval base near the Shatt-
around Basra’s  al-Arab waterway. “They are professional
southern and capable and in Operation Charge of the
suburbs. Knights they fought through the city like a

Deep bunch of devils.”
Further evidence of the inroads
mitting is making in the peace

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army



process is not hard to find. The palpable
sense of danger that engulfed Basra just
half-a-year ago has lifted and the locals are
returning to some semblance of normality
in their day-to-day lives.

Perhaps inevitably for a city that has
known little other than firefights and
explosions in its recent
history, the streets and
buildings bear the scars
of battle. But with the
damage comes the need
for regeneration and
the demand for repairs
and for new equipment
has given the Iraqgis another chance to win
favour with the population.

MiTT teams visit neighbourhoods within
their areas to look for improvements that
need to be made and are then able to apply
for coalition cash to get the work done.

Local labour and material is used
wherever possible and the resulting boost to
both the communities and the economy is
helping to turn even more hearts and minds

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army

€They are professional
and capable, and
fought through the city
like a bunch of devils?

Loy

round to the Army’s way of thinking.

“We have helped with Iragi-identified
support projects like improving sewerage
and drainage to win influence in the
communities,” continued Maj Christie.

“That has enabled them to learn from

the process and carry out their own
influence operations. It’s
exhausting and hard work
and frustrations arise
because of the cultural
and language barrier, but
it’s been a challenge that
has provided clear results
after six months.”

From a base in the heart of Basra, soldiers
from the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Anglian
Regiment and 9th/12th Royal Lancers have
also been impressed with the increasing
ability of their Iraqi counterparts.

During a dawn patrol which took troops
past curious crowds of children making
their way to school in unprecedented
safety, Maj Bev Allen (2 R Anglian) told
Soldier he was pleasantly surprised with

Keen learners: Troops from the Iraqi Army’s
50 Brigade recieve search and detention
training from the 4 Scots MiTT team

the professionalism of the 1st Battalion, 51
Brigade Iraqi troops working in his MiTT.

“For me, the perception before | came
was that we would be dealing with an
amateur army who were not capable of
operating successfully on their own,” he
said. “I'm glad to say that myth has been
blown out of the water.

“We have done a lot of influence work
and | think the Iragis are more than capable
of taking things forward. It has been a very
good tour.”

The infectious faith in Irag’s soldiers is
spreading across the south of the country
largely thanks to the support and guidance
of the MiTT teams.

And although the Iragi Army still has
some way to go before it is ready to assume
full control of Basra, Maj Christie said the
MITT system has helped the Middle Eastern
soldiers inch closer than ever before.

“It's still not a bed of roses and it would
be mad to suggest it is,” he concluded.
“But things are moving fast and the city is
certainly very optimistic.” M
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Report: Stephen Tyler
Pictures: Cpl Rob Knight RLC

MID the growing appreciation of the

Army’s work in Afghanistan, there are

still those who hold lingering doubts
about the validity of its mission in Iraq.

Since its inception in 2003, Op Telic has
divided opinion between people who saw
it as an unjustified invasion in the pursuit
of oil and those who viewed the British
presence in the Middle East as a glimmer of
hope for an embattled people living under a
tyrannical regime.

The UK public may ultimately never
reach agreement over which perspective
rings+true, but for Baswari barber Jasam
Bakel (pictured left) there is only one
conclusion to draw. Sitting in his uncle’s
well-appointed shop in downtown Al Magil
in the north of the city, the 19-year-old’s
broad smile shines as a beacon of hope
on the face of a teenager who has known
little-other than the horrors of a city run by
lawless militias.

“Wewere not happy with life before the
Iragi-Army came here,” he told Soldier. “We
had a lot of problems because the militia
would come in and shoot our barbers.
Every two or three weeks they would come
back and kill another one. Now we don’t live
with that fear and people are very happy.”

The unlucky barbers’ collective
crime, explained Jasam, was to cut

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army
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New-found peace helps southern
Iraqis to begin living without fear

their customers’ hair in western styles.
A cursory glance at the trendy spikes
adorning the heads of young men in and
around Al Magil’s crowded market stalls
suggested that they are now free to style
themselves as they desire.

Much had been made in Soldier’s pre-
visit briefings of the freedom being enjoyed
across Basra since the Iragi Army’s 14th
Division stormed into town to clear out the
militias in Operation Charge of the Knights
in March, but it was hard to believe that
order had effectively been restored to a city
that had become synonymous with terror.

Walking past shops packed with produce
and obviously doing enough business
to turn a profit, however, it became
increasingly easy to believe the hype. The
respect and gratitude that residents feel
for the Iragi Army for pushing the militia
out of their districts, streets and even
homes was palpable as Lt Col Ali Al Maliki,
commanding officer of 50 Brigade, 14th
Division, was enthusiastically greeted by
almost everyone he encountered.

“Before Charge of the Knights it was
very hard for people in the city,” said Lt Col
Maliki. “Now they are starting to live their
lives again because they trust us.

“Last year it was tough and dangerous '
because the militias would strike anywhere.
Now there is less fear and everywhere is
quieter. They [the civilians] are happy and

qare willing to give us information. >>
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“Militias used to use houses in the city
to fire mortars, but that has stopped. The
people are happy because their buildings
aren’t being used like that any more and they
now have stable homes for their children
and for their wives and husbands.”

Standing at a packed street-side tea shop
that just months ago was forced to close
because of constant attacks from militiamen
wielding small arms, 53-year-old customer
Fakier described the difference between his
life then and now as “incredible”.

“Now it is safe and secure and people
feel like they can come out on the streets
again,” he added. “When the militias were
here it was very dangerous for us, but now
we are happy because the military are here.
They offer us protection and if we have any
problems they come and help.”

The positive effect on business in
this small corner of Basra is vibrantly

DECEMBER 2008

demonstrated by the many stalls piled high
with colourful fruit. During the height of the
troubles in the city stall-holders struggled to
stock anything other than

that which they could grow & Now it is safe and
secure and people
feel like they can
come out on the
streets again’

themselves.

Now that trade routes
have been reopened,
produce is being brought
in from far and wide and
Al Magil — which is rated
as amber on the coalition’s
traffic light-scale of the resident’s feelings
towards the Iragi Army —is flourishing.

“We have a lot of different fruits now,” one
trader, Fada (37), said. “Before it was not
possible to get them to us but now people
feel safe to deliver them. Business is still
growing because people do not have the
wages to buy much at the moment, but it is
safer and there is hope for us.”

The trust afforded to Iraq’s Army is not
shared with its police. Many Baswaris
grew cynical of a force they believed to be
internally corrupt and at
least partly responsible for
allowing the militias to gain —
and maintain — control.

Although it will take time
for the city to regain faith
in its law-keepers, Lt Col
Al Maliki believes it is an
inevitability and will represent
the next major step towards overcoming
Basra’s troubled times and starting a fresh
chapter in the city’s rich history.

“We have vehicle checkpoints around the
city, but the only reason they are still there is
because the civilians do not trust the police,”
he said. “It is not possible for the militias
to come back even if we do remove those
checkpoints, but that mistrust could make
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things get a little unrestful.

“It will never get as bad
as it was again and | have
no doubt that it will not be
long before we remove the
checkpoints completely.”

To suggest Basra has
returned to functioning as
any other peaceful city in the
region would be to grossly
underestimate the amount of
work the Iragi Army has ahead
of it in keeping the militias out
and the public happy.

But for every person able to
wear their hair how they want,
to run a business without fear
of being shot dead in cold blood
or to feel like they can have a
normal present and an even
brighter future, every step along
the road to recovery is a blessing.

“At this time my business is
running very well,” tea shop and
restaurant owner Mohamed Abid
revealed shortly after making a
round of drinks on-the house for
British and Iraqi troops and even
offering up a free lunch. “The
militias would come in and take
whatever they wanted, whenever
- they wanted. We could do nothing
about it.

“As soon as the military arrived
things changed from bad to good.
They are better for me now than they

ever have been. We feel free again i
and because of that life is good.” M <
Far left, Hearts and minds: Discussing {

possible building projects with the Positive outlook: Tea shop and
headteacher of a girls’ school restaurant owner Mohamed Abid’s
Left, Open for business: Capt Richard business is able to turn a profit
Givens (4 Scots) browses a thriving fruit thanks to Army action against the

stall in Al Magil market militias in Basra Picture: Stephen Tyler
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Report: Stephen Tyler
Pictures: Cpl Rob Knight RLC

URING a Rugby Sevens tournament
D held on the baked sand of Basra’s

Contingency Operating Base (COB),
a team of sappers had the opposition half-
beaten before even taking to the pitch.

The engineers’ advantage had nothing
to do with a fearsome playing reputation.
Instead, the other teams’ trepidation
stemmed from the over-sized muscles
bursting through the skin-tight fabric of the
engineers’ compression shirts.

Looking every bit like they had skipped
the work part of their Telic 12 tour in favour
of a three-month hammering of Op Massive,
the big guns of troops from the Joint Force
Engineering Group were in fact crafted
in the increasingly safe streets of Basra,
where they had been putting in long hours
to deliver a series of coalition and Iraqi
Security Force bases.

And despite undergoing a hectic tour with
little downtime, the sappers were pleased
to have had the opportunity to put their
skills to the test after initially thinking they
would be spending six months doing force
protection work around the COB.

“We had to hit the ground running,”
explained Capt Toby Rider, adjutant of
32 Engineer Regiment. “Back in March
we thought we would be building
Stonehenge [the concrete and sandbag
barriers encasing bedspaces to protect
against insurgent rocket attacks], but then
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Operation Charge of the Knights happened
and that changed everything.”

With sections of Basra immeasurably
safer after the Iragi-led operation to drive
the militias from the city, the engineers
were able to push out into new territory
and begin building forward operating bases
(FOBs) for the Iraqi forces.

Tasked with creating functional and
secure homes for
their counterparts, the
sappers were shocked
to find litter-strewn
buildings where soldiers
slept on any patch of
dirty ground they
could find.

The most pressing
task was constructing
a secure perimeter
around the new camps
and it was this job more than any other that
allowed the sappers to demonstrate their
admirable work ethic. Grafting for as much
as 17 hours a day for up to a week-and-a-
half at a time, the engineers filled hundreds
of bags of Hesco Bastion with sand to
provide rocket-proof outer walls.

Fundamental facilities including toilets,
washrooms and burn pits were added
before the regiment’s skilled artisans set
about building, plastering and painting the
camps’ structures. Replacing the often
lethally-wired electrical systems was also
required to bring the facilities in line with
UK health and safety requirements.

& It’s heen a fast and
furious tour, but we
have had a can-do
attitude and have done
whatever it takes to
make things work?

Cpl Kieran Day told Soldierthat he had
enjoyed playing his part in securing a
solid foundation for the Iragi Army’s 14th
Division around the city despite the amount
of effort involved.

“Some of the sites needed a lot of work
just to get them ready before we could
even start building,” said Cpl Day. “No-
one expected that we would be as busy as
we have been, but we
haven’t complained. We
worked long hours, but
when you are on task
you don’t really notice
because you are being
productive and that
makes the time go a
lot quicker.

“We are out here in
an engineering capacity
and the amount of work
has been a bit of a challenge for some of
the younger guys who haven't experienced
it before. Usually | would be in an ops room
so I’m happy to have had the chance to get
out on the ground and put the hours in.”

In addition to the 15 FOBs dotted
throughout the city, the sappers have also
constructed two joint operational centres —
one at the former Shatt Al Arab Hotel and
the other at Camp Wessam near Shaibah
—to house representatives of each of Iraq’s
security forces in the same compound.

With many Baswaris still dubious of the
police, the Iragis hope that housing the
force in the same barracks as the military

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army




and training them together will weed out
any unscrupulous officers and restore

the civilian agency’s reputation among the
local population.

As well as improving the capability of UK
troops, the work being done throughout
Basra has also provided Irag’s military
engineers with the chance to hone skills
they have learnt during British-led courses
at the Divisional Training Centre (DTC)
south of the city (see Page 31).

Lt Col Charlie Thackway, commanding
officer of 32 Engr Regt, explained that the
coalition has also helped by purchasing new
equipment for artisans including carpenters
and electricians.

“We have been taking a section of
engineers to work alongside us in the
city,” he added. “That shows the Iraqis that
their army has capable engineers and has
brought them on quicker.

“They have developed to the stage where
we will still need to mentor
them, but as time goes on we
will be able to gradually take

steps back a little each time. "

I’'m sure that in six months
we won’t need to be there for
them to do the job.”
Despite having to graft for
long hours in heat exceeding 50
degrees during the hottest part of
the summer, British engineers can
reflect on a job well done on Telic 12.
The infrastructure they have left
behind has enabled the Iraqi Army to

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army

continue its rapid improvement and the
sappers’ skills and enthusiasm have instilled
a positive feeling throughout Basra.

“When the engineers turn up it's smiles
all round,” concluded Cpl Day. “It's been a
fast and furious tour, but we have had a can-
do attitude and have done whatever it takes
to make things work.” W

Above from left, Bridging the gap: Troops from
32 Engr Regt replace a damaged foot bridge
over a sewage-filled stream in downtown Basra

Friendly force: Sappers hand out gifts including
school bags and Iraqi flags to local children
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Training days

»  Commando units head for the top of the class at Shaibah learning centre

Ay

Report: Stephen Tyler
Picture: Cpl Rob Knight RLC

ITH its dilapidated roads flanked
Wby crumbling buildings, Shaibah

airfield feels like something from a
bygone era.

Structures dating from 1920 give the
former Royal Air Force base near Zubair,
to the south west of Basra, a definite air
of decay.

But a closer look at the brick shells
reveals a remarkably different story. The
insides of several of the
buildings have been

% adapted to be used

. for training Iraqi
Army troops.

ISO container
villages provide
soldiers with
the chance to
practice urban

assaults,
while the old
air control
tower is now
used for
commando unit training.

The base — now known
as the divisional training
centre (DTC) for the Iragi
Army’s 14th Division —
is playing a fundamental
part in the ultimate

mission to provide Iraq
with a fully-capable
home-grown army.
“None of the
units in the city are
: sustainable without a

" properly functioning DTC,” Maj
'Simon Worthy (2 R Anglian),
told Soldier. “We are here to
~do anything that is required
“to move this location towards
-~ self-sufficiency and create a
-~ successful legacy.”
~ Although British troops —

- working under The Scots Dragoon
~ Guards Battlegroup — currently
run the majority of training
programmes, their focus has been
*on training the Iraqgis to be able to
take the lead themselves.

or the job just five months into Op
GallD.

€The difference
we have seen
in five months
is dramatic
and we are
moving towards
an enduring
training legacy?

As well as infantry training, British troops
have also been bringing the Iragis up to speed
in everything from engineering to combat
medical skills.

The results speak for themselves. New
trainers flourished after being given the task
of running an open day for Iragi media in
October and Maj Worthy was confident when
asked whether their performance suggested
they would ultimately be able to take over
their own training regime. -

“Absolutely,” he said. “They are already
doing it and at the training day we were able
to stand back and watch them.

“They work with
enthusiasm and that gets
the right reaction from the
soldiers they are training.

Our role has been to identify
the right people then take

a step back and monitor
and mentor them where
appropriate.”

In addition to the new
training areas, the DTC has
benefited from massive
investment in its living
facilities and the 2,500-man
accommodation block currently being
built will be the largest in Iraq.

A separate camp for the commando
units will follow next year and troops
at Shaibah will also have access to
a new set of ranges built by Iraqi
engineers working under the
guidance of British sappers.

The commando training
exercise that Soldier witnessed
being run by W02 Tony Ronaldson
(4 Scots), highlighted the growing
ability of the Iraqi troops.

Although W02 Ronaldson instructed the
soldiers through an interpreter, the Iraqi’'s
commanding officer had his own input and
was able to advise his troops on their tactics
as they stormed the control tower.

Maj Worthy believed that although
his last Telic tour in 2005 included 50
search and detention operations, his
time on Telic 12 will ultimately
have a longer-lasting effect.

“The guys realise that they are
the future,” he concluded. “The
difference we have seen in just
five months is dramatic and we
are starting to create an enduring
training legacy.

“We are moving towards leaving a
capable Iraqi Army and that has been
our mission.” M
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Fire fighters

Fusiliers clamp down on shoot-and-scoot rocketmen

targeting Britain’s main base in Basra
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Navigation station: Lt
Simon Walker checks
his position during

a counter-1DF patrol
through a rural area to
the north of Basra
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Report: Stephen Tyler
Picture: Cpl Rob Knight RLC

Contingency Operating Base’s (COB)

indirect fire (IDF) alarm holds an
unwelcome place in the memories of
individuals deployed on Operation Telic. j »

THE monotonous drone of Basra

Tour after tour has been remembered as / /

much for the amount of times soldiers had
to hit the deck and scramble for body armour
following the sounding of the siren as for.any
other reason. \

But as the southern Iragi city’s'streets
embrace their new-found safety, the IDF
alarm'has been called into action.on an
increasingly infrequent basis.

Key to the relative silence has been the
swift and decisive action taken against the

* » few militiamen still-foolish enough to launch

rocket strikes against coalition bases in the
wake of Operation Charge of the Knights.
.Using arange of assets, British froops
have dominated the ground in and around
Basra to ensure that there is no place to hide
for would-be attackers. Much of the work has
fallen to soldiers from the. 1st Battalion; The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers who have made
up the lion’s share of 7th-Armoured Brigade’s
strike battlegroup. r
Soldierjoined one of the fusiliers’ //
patrols to the north of the city in and-around
neighbourhoods that have been-used to hide -

~massive weapons caches.in the past.
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As platoon commander Lt Simon Walker
quizzed residents about whether they had
noticed any militia activity in their area, LCpl
Mohammed Seru described Telic 12 as much
less kinetic than he had expected.

“It.has been a quiet tour for us, butthat £
is'not a'bad thing. It shows that things are
getting better for Basra,” he
said. “We expected to be

|t has been a

~“There was initially a bit of frustration
from my blokes because they did some
excellent training at Hohenfels [a US Army
training facility in Germany] and came here
fully expecting to kick some doors in,”
he said. “However, they understand the
reason they are not getting to do that is
because the Iragi Army is
increasingly capable.

fhes orurtimes eaon doy 25 UIEE ROUE FOF el n getting
we have done inthe past, but-  US. |t Shows Ly
s ottogen” . that things are - o mmbeartesan
strike battlegroup, 1 RRF had getti ng betterd we aiways knew we would be

expected to be called into

action on a daily basis to provide armoured
support to the Military Transition Teams
(MiTTs) in central Basra.

Those plans were shelved after the Iragi
Army’s move into the city allowed peace to
prosper and the battle-ready infantrymen
have had to adapt to a new set of challenges.

In addition to conducting patrols in the
areas surrounding the city, troops from the
battlegroup have also been tasked with
manning a forward operating base near the
Iranian border and providing force protection
at the sangars and gates around the COB.

Their role may have changed, but
commanding officer Lt Col Paul Nanson
told Soldierthat his troops have had a
successful tour after arriving in Iraq primed
for any eventuality.

given opportunities across the
whole spectrum.”

With armoured vehicle moves now being
kept to a minimum around the city, the
fusiliers have been relying on helicopters to
get to and from patrol areas.

Although their professionalism is as robust
as ever, the troops Soldier accompanied on
patrol faced an entirely different challenge to
that presented to them during their last Telic
tour in 2005.

The threat of contacts, whether in the
form of IEDs or small arms fire, has all but
dissipated and soldiers are now tasked with
rummaging for weapons caches, conducting
vehicle searches and seeking information.

None of the cars stopped by the fusiliers at
the patrol checkpoints were found to have any
suspicious contents and the drivers seemed

|
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largely unperturbed at the slight delay to
their journeys.

Curious villagers approached the soldiers
to strike up friendly conversations in broken
English, but for Lt Walker and his men the
entire evening passed without any real
incidents of note.

“These patrols are important for us as we
can get the guys on the ground along with
medics and a dog handler,” he said. “It gives
us a presence and an opportunity to meet
people and ask for information.”

As much as the well-trained infantrymen
that make up the strike battlegroup may
have liked to put their skills to the test during
their latest operational tour, the change in
direction the Army has been able to make in
the Middle East is nothing short of amazing.

And every time a patrol heads outside the
COB and encounters little more than warm
greetings, Lt Col Nanson believes another
move has been made towards the completion
of Britain’s ultimate mission in Iraq.

“This is my third Telic and when we arrived
we knew what we wanted to achieve — a more
secure Basra that we were able to hand over
to the Iragi 14th Division,” he explained.
“Touching wood, the MiTTs are doing a
fantastic job downtown and we are not
getting rocket attacks anymore.

“As far as I’'m concerned, when we leave
we can do so with a sense of satisfaction.
People in Basra were sick of the militias and
there is now a clear air of optimism.” W
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- Telic troops take to the water to dry-up dwindling militia threat

-

Floating boaters: Infantry dismounts
prepare to disembark the mark six assault
boats that have had a massive impact on

. stopping insurgent activity Picture: Stephen Tyler
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- Report: Stephen Tyler
Picture: Cpl Rob Knight RLC

IDDEN among the reeds and tall grass
H lining the Shatt-Al-Arab waterway to

the north of Basra, Iragi insurgents
thought they had the perfect location to
launch rocket attacks at the Contingency
Operating Base (COB).

Facing a losing battle against the
superior firepower of the armoured vehicles
they encountered in the city centre, the
militiamen changed tactics and unleashed
wave after wave of aerial hombardments
from their marshy hideouts.

The attacks peaked in 2007 at more than
15 each day, unfortunately claiming coalition
casualties along the way. But while they
were partially hidden from the advances of
Challenger Two tanks, the enemy fighters
had not banked on the Army unleashing its
strength via the water.

Using flat-bottomed mark six assault
boats, troops have been dominating the
waterways around Leaf Island - the area
most commonly used as a firing point by

DECEMBER 2008

insurgents — and have all but stopped the
threat of indirect fire (IDF).

The basic vessels, manned by an
11-strong troop of sappers from 32 Engineer
Regiment, have heen delivering dismounted
soldiers from 9th/12th Royal
Lancers and the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Regiment of

£We needed to

"

“The waterways are now our main focus.
Dominating them means we can stopany
lethal aid, interact with the local population
to get intelligence and also get the Iraqi
Army involved in the area.

“Touch wood, it’s been very
successful. As with everything
else it’s another part of a larger

Fusiliers to previously hard-to- he able to get puzzle, but I like to think we have

reach locations. had a big effect because the IDF
And the results speak for out onto the has reduced.”

themselves. Since setting up a gl‘(]und and The deployment of the assault

forward operating base (FOB) on dominate the boats does not mark the first

the banks of the Shatt-Al-Arab use of Basra’s waterways on Op

three months ago, the COB has Waterways Telic. Bigger craft including the

suffered just one rocket attack uickly? combat support boat and rigid

which originated from the city. q y raider have been deployed to

“We needed to be able to
get out onto the ground and dominate the
waterways quickly,” explained W02 James
Rickett (9/12 L) during a break from patrols
at the newest waterside location, FOB
Oxford. “We have been in two FOBs which
have been glorified hides with very low-level
living conditions, but that has allowed us to
have the effect we needed to have.

police the larger channels found
in and around the city centre.

Because both vessels feature prominent
hulls which would have struggled to
negotiate the shallower, narrower siretches
of water around Leaf Island, the sappers
were asked to bring the smaller mark six
assault boat to theatre.

With its flat bottom, simple operation and

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army
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- i‘* low profile, the craft has been a revelati @ discovered the deadly munition with the _ local fishermen boost their business.—
~___inhelping to deliver troops to previously timer still attached. = ~ “They are very happy with us because they
- uncharteredareas. =~ .. The explosive ordnance disposal team was _ can actually fish at night now,” explaiw
- “Using them allows us to get the * called and three more rockets were found ~ 2nd Lt George McCrea (32 Engr Regt).
dismounts into areas that would otherwise

and destroyed, further showcasing the value

have been out of reach,” troop commander  of having easy access to the island.

Lt Andy Bostock (32 Engr Regt) told Soldier.
“They are also more covert than having
helicopters bombing in and out of the area.

“We used to do 36-hour stints on the water
before returning to the COB, but since the
construction of the FOBs they have been out
longer and have had a massive impact in
stopping IDE.”

The Lancers, who have been accompanied
on patrols by 1 RRF snipers as well as
search dogs, had the chance to highlight the
effectiveness of the boats during the heat of
the summer.

While out on patrol, the soldiers were
about to sit down for a cup of tea with Leaf
Island residents when a message over the
radio warned of an imminent rocket attack
from a nearhy location.

Using the boats to reach the area, a
troop led by Sgt Jason Mawhinney (9/12
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“There is no way we would have been
able to get there in time if it wasn’t for the
boats,” said Sgt Mawhinney, adding that the
operation took place in temperatures of up to
56C and 85 per cent humidity, causing seven
soldiers to go down with heat exhaustion.
“They got us to the point of origin quickly and
provided an outer cordon as well.”

As big an impact as the boats have
made on stopping the movement of lethal
aid, they have also allowed the British
Army to engage with previously untouched
waterside communities.

Projects to build everything from football
pitches to health centres have ingratiated
the water-borne soldiers with the population,
many of whom wave enthusiastically from
the banks as the boats pass by. And by
stopping the militia from using Leaf Island as
a firing point, the soldiers have also helped

‘Before they had people telling themto

move on because it wasn’t safe and they
would have to pack up by 1800.

“Now they can have lights on their boats
after dark and stay out until the early hours of
the morning.”

The use of boats on a day-to-day basis
has been something of a culture shock for
soldiers used to providing an armoured
infantry capability.

But with rocket attacks fast becoming a
distant memory and Basra’s rural population
enjoying a freedom impossible to imagine
when the militias had free reign over the
marshes, the Lancers are happy to have
utilised their versatility.

“We have been well out of role
considering the fact that we are normally
formation reconnaissance,” said W02
Rickett. “But the success we have had here
highlights the strength of the Army — we can
turn our hands to anything.” W
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Veteran soldier Capt Doug Beattie
bows out on the battlefield
‘ which played host to his Military
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Interview: cﬁﬁ Caswell
Picture: Sgt Will Craig, RLC

take no longer than 48 hours. Exactly five

years to the day after the 9/11 attacks
against the USA forced the international
community to strike back at the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan, British troops were
moving to wrestle a key town back from a
resurgent enemy.

But for veteran soldier Capt Doug
Beattie, of the 1st Battalion, The Royal Irish
Regiment, September 11, 2006 would live
with him forever. Far from the two-day battle
commanders had predicted, the mission
to snatch back Garmsir would turn into a
fortnight-long struggle for survival.

“A small British force was embedded
with the Afghan National and we
were fighting pretty muct 08 Wi

IT was a mission that was supposed to

never seen anything
“When | think abo

| remember the men sta in the combat on those around you.

1 shoulder-to-shoulder with You have feelings of trepidation
me, man the Territorial Armv fDI‘ 25 and fear too but the moment

,'.. " Arm_y. They were superp years but | had the engagement with the enemy

Bl soldiers to fight alongside. | starts, they leave completely.

; would go through it all over never seen “You immediately go into
again with them.” n thin |ik your professional mode, and |

The engagement at Garmsir any g ¢ y wanted to show others what it is

was brutal and cost the lives those 14 davs like to be a soldier and to bring

of more than ten Afghan
troops. Employed as a liaison officer, Capt
Beattie was not meant to be in the thick
of battle but was forced to lead the attack
~himself when his inexperienced counterparts
proved reluctant to fight.
Awarded the coveted Military Cross for
his bravery in combat, the officer’s citation
paid tribute to his actions and highlighted his
key role in the operation’s eventual success.
And he has now put pen to paper about his
three decades of military experience in his
autobiography, An Ordinary Soldier.
* Butinan interview at Forward Operating
' ¥Base Hero — where Capt Beattie has been
8 baI;ad on his latest and final tour ofﬂelmand
t

admitted he had reluctantly signed up
he Army at the age of 16 to follow in

he footsteps of his father and two brothers.
“His career began with a spell guarding

~ notorious Nazi war criminal Rudolph Hess

at Spandau Prison
hefore taking him to
Africa, the Balkans
and Iraq.

A former RSM
to CO-turned-
author Col Tim
Collins, he started
writing his book in
anticipation that
the 2006 Herrick
tour would be
his last. But he

was persuaded
to deploy to
Afghanistan
for a final time

AN ORDINARY

Jll!.ilti’ilt
pulG BEATTIE me

A Ferotiaus Dpem.
M, g“.qt'.trlkt o Man's
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unease, fear and exhilaration during daily

d from Helmand province .
7 and | had been due to leave *

“Back then | was having great drffrculty in E
explaining to people what | had been doing,
and thought that a good way to tell them
would be to write about it.

“In addition, | thought it would be
interesting for others to read about what
is asked of the Army. The public often
hear the senior officers’ perspective but
they don’t necessarily get the view of the
British soldier.”

Capt Beattie’s account certainly does not
pull any punches about the realities of life
and death on the front lines of Helmand,
where he has been continuing to mentor the
Afghan National Army.

Having experienced the heady mixture of

attles with the Taliban as a veteran soldier,
is full of admiration for young comrades
ng to put their lives on the line.

- “Your nerves are on edge the whole time,
and you notice the effects of

the experience to life.”

Despite encountering ferocious combat
in the near-daily battles he fought with
the Taliban, Capt Beattie said he would
remember Afghanistan fondly and was
convinced that the Nato operation there
remains entirely justified.

He was also full of praise for the Afghan
people, who had endured near-perpetual war
for deg}des but remarned both generous
and ho ¥

patrolled in corgfrelds where the crops are
~.12 feet high, in open desert where the sand
is like moon dust and around mountains
tHat spring up from nowhere. The soldiers
who are out in that environment are doing
Pruncredrble job in bnngrng peace an
rosperity. Helmand is a far better pl n
'When | was there in 2006 and the lives lost
have not been lost in vain.” -
As for the future, Capt Beattie admitted
he would miss the Army, but accepted that
the time had now come to leave his old
life behind.
“The Royal Irish Regiment has always
had such identity, and | have a huge loyalty
to it, which is why | agreed to go back to
Afghanistan,” added Capt Beattie. “But I'm
serving with a young ranger whose father M
knew 23 years ago. :
“l joined as a basic soldier at the age
of 16 and wouldn’t have believed what |
would be doing, especially as | should be
sitting at a desk now. It’s been hard work
in Afghanrstan bu everyone has beeg:




Doug Beattie — MY ARMY

An Ordinary Soldier by Doug Beattie
MC, published in hardback by Simon &
Schuster, is available now priced at £16.99

‘Soldiers conduct
operallons against Taliban fighters in
southern Afghanistan. Capt Doug Beattie

- has now completed two Op Herrick tours
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Soldiering on: Chris Latham, who
served with The Queen’s Lancashire
Regiment, has his life back on track
thanks to the help of Veterans Aid

Picture: Graeme Main

heroes

Veterans reflect on their lives as down-
and-outs on the streets of London
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would do each morning was drink two or

- three cans to settle my nerves.”

—— ~When Soldier met Chris he had not had

w‘.’ﬂ

.

a drop of alcohol for almost a month and
explained this was thanks to the hostel’s
manager Pat 0’Connor, whose kindness and

- compassion mixed with a stark warning had
-~ helped him to put down the booze.

~“llook back now and it doesn't quite
. seemreal. When | first arrived | kept myself
~ tomyself for more than a month,” he said.

“It took me seven weeks to sleep in

- abedand | used to sleep with my feet
- against the door even though it

- was my room and had a door
that locked.”

Dr Hugh Milroy, the charity’s
chief executive, insists that a lot
of information about homeless
veterans is unfounded. Contrary
to popular belief, only six per
cent of the homeless community
is made up of male and female
veterans of all ranks and ages.

“There are many misconceptions out
there,” said the former Royal Air Force wing
commander. “Most people who come to the
centre are not in rags, they are trying to look
like everyone else on the street.

“Some people just need some new shoes
or clothes and some just want a cup of tea,
a bacon roll and a chat.”

Milroy explained that VA uses a holistic
approach, with therapeutic massages
among the methods used to give individuals
back their dignity.

“Our motto is ‘action this day’ and we

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army
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€ We are here
to rebuild
connections
and assist
where it is
needed’

-

work on the provision of dignity when the
poor have no choices,” he added.

New Belvedere House’s 57 beds are
full almost every night and VA houses
more than 150 people in temporary
accommodation around London until it can
find them somewhere more permanent.

“| don’t need huge warehouses for human
beings,” said Milroy, explaining why VA is
not planning to provide more hostels. “We
are here to rebuild connections and assist
where it is needed.”

The charity, which received 2,500
calls last year and provided
around 20,000 nights of
accommodation, will help
any homeless veteran who
possesses a Service number,
regardless of how long they
have served.

Individuals are encouraged
to visit a drop-in centre near
Victoria station where they can
chat through their situation
with experienced advisers who are either
ex-homeless veterans themselves or ex-
military personnel.

Michael Hallam served for almost 18
years in the Royal Navy before leaving to
work in civvy street. He had a home, a car
and a successful business before suffering
a nervous breakdown and finding himself
barely surviving on the streets of London.

“When | was on the street initially | failed,
even though during my Navy career | was a
tri-Service expedition leader so | was very
good at survival.

“The overwhelming emotions for me
were embarrassment and humility. It was
the most amazing experience to find out
how wonderful so many people are,” said
the 50-year-old who is now living at New
Belvedere House.

Sad tales of former military men and
women who have fallen on hard times are
abound at VA. One homeless ex-soldier had
been surviving on the streets of London
quite happily until someone took his false
leg which he had removed while washing at
a public toilet sink. Another found herself
a job but could not bear to tell her new
employers that she was sleeping rough.

For Michael Hallam and his good friend
Chris Latham their journeys have not been
easy, but they commend the dedicated staff
at both VA's headquarters and hostel for
their unending support.

“If someone finds themselves in the
situation many of us have, | would say
don’t be embarrassed to ask for help,”
added Hallam. “At some stage we all need a
helping hand.” W

Veterans
Aid

www.veterans-aid.net
Tel: 020 7828 2468
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Kit & Contents insurance
15 months for the price of 12*

Towergate Wilsons is a leading military insurance provider.
Become a customer and benefit from our best deal ever!

* Dedicated in-house claims team

* No monthly instalment fee or policy cancellation fee

+ World wide cover 365 days a year

Kit © Home © Personal Accident © Life © Travel © Motor

Call today on 0116 240 7777

* Offer only available by calling the number above. Not available on renewals

A towergate wilsons

Specialist provider of insurance to the military for over 60 years

Towergate Wilsons is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.
FRVMVADOS 08TH

DRIVE AWAY A
LAND ROVER TAX FREE

* Available to all serving members of
HM Forces - UK and Overseas

* Access to the full Land Rover range
at Military Prices

» Dedicated Military Finance

* All makes part exchange welcome

The complete range of new Land Rover vehicles is
available direct from the factory to members of the
Army, Navy and AAF, Take advantage of the 13%
factory direct savings available on all new Land Rovers
purchased through Military Sales.

Y - . e Traditionally Military Sales were only applicable to
SI“TI' l‘ 0 -~ — | those members who were posted overseas with a tax
N P ] 0 “LA \ 4 free entitlement. However, today all HM Forces whether
ONANY LAND IOVER PURCILASED - OVER - ? \ stationed in the UK or on board ship, without any tax

TRGn >~ - P
MILITARY SALES - e r"" — free entitlement, may take advantage of the unigue
_ ey Military Tax Paid Prices for UK registered vehicles.

To find out more and how you can save an a new
Land Rover, please contact our dedicated Sales
Specialist today,

For more details or to book a test drive,
contact Paul Bawden

Tel: 07776 164042 Fax: 01733 342165
Email : sales@landrover-militarysales.co.uk
www.landrover.com/ukmilitary

(TAND=
MILITARY SALES = ROVER

p

GO BEYOND

Range of fuel economy figures for the Land Rover range (L/100km]: urban 3006 (9.2] - 12.4 {22 8] extra urban 45.5 [6.2] - 231 [12.2] combined 377 (75] - 17.8 [15.9) CO, emissions 194 - 376g/km.
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is important to take a moment
to reflect on what has been
achieved over the last 12 months.

The high tempo of operations
has continued to test not only our
determination, stamina and resolve
but those of our families who
support us so whole-heartedly.

We must also remember those
who we have lost or have been
injured and their families who
are now having to deal with the
consequences. Their sacrifices will
never be forgotten.

At this time of year, my thoughts
are particularly with those deployed
on operations and their families.
The Army has borne the brunt of
the country’s contribution in Iraq
and can take pride in what it has
achieved; our job there is very
nearly done and Basra is a better
place now than it was in 2003.

In Afghanistan, we have
continued to make good progress,
albeit at a cost. I remain convinced
that we can — and must - succeed,
but it will be a long haul and
will demand your continued
professionalism and perseverance.

This year has also seen the
centenary of the Territorial Army,
which has been celebrated across
the country in a series of well
supported events. I would like to
thank those who continue to serve
alongside us both at home and on
operations. I am extremely grateful
for your dedication.

I am acutely aware that the nation
is asking a lot of you and wherever
I visit I am constantly struck by the
resolve that you show.

I am also impressed by the

AS the end of 2008 approaches it

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army

Head of the British Army leads festive tribute to the
‘high quality men and women’ serving our nation

overwhelming show of public
support for the Army. Be it
on homecoming parades,
offers of invitations to
events or attendance
at military shows,
your efforts are
being recognised.
The publication
of the Service
Personnel
Command Paper
in July was also
a welcome step in
the right direction
to demonstrate
the Government’s
commitment and gratitude
to the Armed Forces. I
now want to take that
support one stage further
by encouraging people to
recommend the Army as a
career and by joining us.
During 2008 the Army
has continued to excel and
this is made possible by
the high quality men and
women who serve within it.
May I take this
opportunity to thank you
for your determination,
courage, loyalty and
professionalism which
makes the British Army so
well respected throughout
the world.
Wherever you are serving,
I wish you and your
families the best possible
Christmas, and a very
good 2009.

Gen Sir Richard Dannatt
Chief of the General Staff



To all .tﬁe men and women out there who
are fighting for what is right and true,

You are an inspiration to me. Your
unending courage and dedication are a
shining light. My thoughts are with you
and your families during these hard times
that you have apart.

1 can only imagine how much you must
miss your families. I missed my family
every day while on The X Factor and

that’s only a TV show, I wasn'’t risking

my life. Good luck and God speed.

Daniel Evans

I send you my very best wishes, but I have no
- words of advice to give you. You don't need
it. My time on operations with you over these

past few years tell me that.

In both Iraq and Afghanistan, I have seen
fiow you carry out your tasks and I am in
no doubt that you are the most professional
army that our country has ever seen. You
fiave the guts, the determination, and most
of all'the experience, which is beginning to be
recognised throughout the world.

I hope you will take comfort in the fact that
slowly and surely, there are growing numbers
of Britons and Americans bacR fiome who
are beginning to recognise your skill and your
bravery. They are finally getting it. And there
are fewer and fewer who want to criticise
you. Attitudes are changing, and I truly
believe in 2009 you will start to receive fully
the respect you deserve.

Hey,

Tirstly, I would like to wish youalla
safe and very happy Christmas.

1 also wanted to let you know that w
are all thinking of you and your fami[i:s
—especially at this time of year.

Your courage, determination and’ brave
never ceases to astound me and I am ”
truly honoured to be involved with
charities like Help for Heroes.
Sending you lots of love and isses
Peta Todd ’

Be safe, .

Andy McNab

1 fiope you all fave a very merry :
Christmas and I thank God that B
it's you there and not me! 4
I love the troops and we are all
thinRing about you-

'm glad that the work we have
done with the British Forces
Foundation has helped you get the
respect you deserve.

Jim Davidson




Hi everyone,

Just wanted to write a fittle note
to say I'll be thinking of you over
this festive period and to wish you
all a very merry Christmas and a
happy new year!

Some of my best memories are of the
times I've spent coming out to sing to
you all over Christmas and I fope I get
to see you in 2009!

Stay well, stay safe and see you soor,
Lots of love,

Katherine Jenkins
XXX

T At the time of writing the England squad are

: training and preparing for four matches in the
—————— Investec Challenge.

We've played and beaten the Pacific
Islanders and by the time you read this we
will all know how the other three games
went against Australia, South Africa and
New Zealand.

While this is a busy period, I can assure you

that our thoughts are with you and your s
families and that you have our full support =
during these difficult times. L

You all do such a huge amount for your
country and it is appreciated by each and
every one of us.

Please accept our best wishes and pass on our
regards to your families.

&

[t

Yours sincerely,
Martin Johnson
England Team Manager

To all of the soldfiers away from home
this Christmas,
Keep up the great job You are doing
and I hope you will afl be home safe
very soon.
7 ﬁnow that each and every one of
Youis doing great work as I fiave
Jfriends serving in Afghanistan,

Since visiting Basra to launch

this year’s Poppy ﬂppea‘[ I've
been [ucky enough to witness

55 ‘t"‘” ot through a sy first-hand what a truly
an(:{/zf ampﬁm;seg‘not very long ago, amazing job you all do.
ave
You are oia aﬁsma[[msw of what 1 am completely in awe of
gotng through. I have great P ——
respect for VA your bravery '
" o Wherever you are in the
ove Gemma Aikinson world I'd like to wish you a
happy Christmas and hope

you can get fiome soon to visit
your friends and_ families.

With love,
Hayley Westenra X

S ———




Get into teaching i

work a PGCE into
your timetable

Interested in training to become

a secondary school teacher?

You don't need to give up your current job to begin your training. Study for a flexible PGCE
(Professional Graduate Certificate in Education) part-time at the OU and typically, you can
complete your course over 12 to 24 months.

The Open University

Your training will be individually tailored to your skills and experience and you could be eligible
for funding worth up to £9,000%.

Impressed? Ofsted certainly were. In 2006 they awarded the OU's flexible PGCE Programme a
Grade 1 rating.
Contact us today to receive our PGCE prospectus

S— What course will your career take? ke B
Open doors to a brighter future 0845 366 6052

www.openuniversity.co.uk

The Open University is incorporated by Royal Charter (RC 000391), an exempt charity in England & Wales and a charity registered in Scotland (SC 038302).

SAVEUPTO1 > THE R WITH VAUXHALL MILITARY DISCOUNTS

UK BASED?

YOU’RE ELIGIBLE
FOR GENEROUS
DISCOUNTS

PLUS IF YOU ARE
STATIONED OVERSEAS
THEN YOU CAN BUY
TAX-FREE AS WELL!

vauxhall-military.co.uk/soldier

Vauxhall
Check out the latest models and discounts at www.vauxhall-military.co.uk/soldier VAUXHALL

Terms and conditions: Military discounts are available to all serving members of UK Armed Forces, retired service personnel. MOD civilian personnel and HM Forces Reservists. The offer is also extended to
the spouse/partner of the eligible applicant. No other marketing programmes apply. Model illustrated Zafira Design 1.9COTi 16v (150PS) with metallic paint as optional extra.

Official Government Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/100km) and CO, emissions (g/km). Zafira Design 1.9CDTi 16v
(150PS) auto: Urban - 28.8 (9.8), Extra-urban - 49.6 (5.7). Combined - 39.2 (7.2). CO; emissions from 194g/km.
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1 an

- Army and we need tostepup tothe plateand
- show that we are good value for money.” :
Originally deployed on Op Herrick 7
as the force protection element for Camp

-

Report: Heidi Mines experience a different terrain and to work
Pictures: Mike Weston alongside another army,” explained Lt

Col Brian Fahy, commanding officer of the

0 PERATIONS in Iraq and Afghanistan Londons. “But due to the political situation

have gone a long way to finally putting  we just could not go in. Bastion, several of the regiment joined other
the Territorial Army’s “weekend “In my opinion we got a much better Reserve and Regular soldiers to form Somme
warrior” reputation to bed. training package in Sennybridge hecause [:ompany and headed to the green zone.

With a continuous stream of Reservists the current demands of theatre ‘We spent a lot of time in the
happily volunteering themselves for front-line  have made close-quarter Upper Gereshk Valley with 2 Mercian
duties, the part-time soldier is rightly heldin ~ combat training a necessity. and it was the most intense fighting -
increasingly high regard. The forested and wooded areas I have ever experienced,” said W02 )

But with their greater exposure at the sharp  Brecon provides are perlect Rob Denman, a 41-year-old prison
end, the need for TA troops to take on more forthat.” governor from Wandsworth.
operationally-minded training packages has Soldlerwmed lhe & “Every soldier from my platoon
become paramount. . infantrymen during the second g are ended up going through the green e

As one of the most-deployed volunleer week of their fortnight-long O-'d value zone at some stage during the tour.” t‘:‘ ‘
Infantry units over the past five years, exercise and it became clear goo alue With a high chance of putting their

The London Regiment has led the way in that their up-close-and- personal orm l]'l[:l'/': } sk|||s into practice on operations,
fighting skills had been ; gs easy to see why the city how

2

~ organising theatre-specific exercises for its

soldiers and leapt at the chance to travel to honed long hefore arriving in Wales epresent an attractive proposition for
Georgia earlier this year to train alongside \"_ ~ As veterans of Operation Herrick 7, the A troop
the country’s own army. - tight-knit team had taken on the Tallban m the oastmg a mix of youth and experience

However, on the eve of the unit's departure  treacherous green zone around Heln and’s rom a range of civilian backgrounds, the TA
in August, the former Soviet state became Upper Gereshk Valley. nit has a Gurkha bus driver and an 18-year “

embroiled in a real war as Russian and “I hope that we will be able toexpandon ~  old student among its ranks. -
Georgian forces clashed in South Ossetia and  our role in Afghanistan,” said Lt Col Fahy But although the draw of operations is '.r
the Londoners found themselves inneed of a  in reference to the force protegll work the enough for some recruits, the prospect of o
new training ground. Their salvation came in. regiment provided in theatre “Tha |s escaping an otherwise boring life in the big
the familiar wet, Welsh hills of Brecon. ' we train for all eventualities, including AA'{A

“We looked for an overseas exercise quaﬂe@nbi’l
to give soldiers a different challenge, ‘2 “It’s a requirement for us to support the

Ly
L 1
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PLATATAC
MSM Medic Signal Pack /=

PLAT ATAC

DPM Notebook
and Nyrex Cover
£8.49

GERBER
Recon Torch
£19.99

PLATATAC N PLAT ATAC
DPM Osprey PRR Pouch DPM LMG Molle Pouch
£11.99 £14.99

Fee Drytech smder srmony Fshivt 101t fivst 2.6 ovders over £50!

PLATATAC Scar Plate Carrier £59.99 MANY MORE PRODUCTS AT GREAT PRICES ON - www.assaultorderuk.co.uk

FORCES ™1™ Mitchel SUPPORE i

your personal injury solicitors

Have you had an illness or suffered injury
which was not your fault (on or off duty)?

Irwin Mitchell are the PAX Appointed Legal Representatives.
We are specialists in handling MoD claims and can help you
to claim compensation.

Confidential

Free advice & investigation e

No cost to you service® e

100% compensation guaranteed, if you lose, you pay nothing
Experts in all types of personal injury claims e

*Subject to complying with our no win no fee arrangement

nespnone 08000 23 22 33

or text CLAIM to 61993 and someone will call you back.
Email: personalinjury@irwinmitchell.com
www.irwinmitchell.com/personalinjury

e e s im
= e irwinmitchell ™

solicitors

Irwin Mitchell Solicitors  Birmingham Glasgow Leeds London Manchester Newcastle Sheffield
Irwin Mitchell Abogados Madnd  Marballa

Irwint Mitched, IM Asset Management Ld snd inwin Mitched Abogados ane ol owried by o Iry and and distinct legal entities.
Crther mnwmmsrww the Solciton Reguiation Autherity of England and Waks.
A full list of the partners of iowin Mitchedl is available for inspection at our offices.
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YOUR letters provide an insight into the issues at the top of soldiers’ agendas . . . but please be brief. Emails
(mail@soldiermagazine.co.uk) must include your name and location (although we won’t publish them if you
ask us not to). We reserve the right to accept or reject letters, and to edit for length, clarity or style. Before

TALKBACK

Caught red-handed sending

you write to us with a problem, you should first have tried to get an answer via your own chain of command.

out the wror

(Sense of Freedom).

You are probably the laughing stock of
the deaf community after signing “halping
hand” instead of “helping hand” using
British Sign Language (BSL).

You’re not helping to build bridges
between the deaf and hearing communities
by making such a
simple mistake.

. Maybe next

time you want to use BSL in Soldier you
should take notice of what you sign instead
of winging it. — Jen, Edinburgh.

The editor writes: It’s a fair cop — we’ve
been caught red-handed and a little red-
faced. While we
apologise for any
offence

| READ your article on the “Buy the
Boys a Beer” campaign (October) with
some interest as it is something that
we, The Yorkshire Regiment, have
been doing since the spring.

Cropton Brewery, near Pickering,
offered to brew us a
real bottled ale,
and Yorkshire
Warrior is
now enjoying
its second
run and is
slipping
down very
nicely. A
percentage
of the
profits from
the sale of
the ale go to
the regimental
benevolent trust
and so far more than
£3,000 has been raised. It is hoped
that the beer will shortly be taken up
by one of the hig supermarkets. Priced
at £18.00 for 12 x 500ml hottles,
you can order Yorkshire Warrior by
calling 01751 417330 or visiting www.
croptonbrewery.com — Lt Col (Retd)
O’Kelly, The Yorkshire Regiment.

I’M writing in response to your article on
“Allowance apologies” (September).

As one of the unfortunate victims of the
latest JPA sham of operational allowance
overpayment, | don’t think the excuse that
“out of date data caused several problems
within the system” is sufficient.

While I understand that the money needs
to be paid back, | am appalled that it has
taken so long for the payments to be
noticed — in my case four months after

returning from operations.

| don’t feel the necessity to micro-
manage my finances and did not
receive any pay statements showing

a possible error until January 2008,

having returned from operations in
August 2007.

JPA is a managed system and requires
input to operate it. As with a weapon
system for an infantry soldier, someone is
responsible for mistakes made with it. So,
who in this case is responsible?

Will the victims of this staff and
personnel support debacle get to thank the
individuals responsible? | doubt it.

Finally, how does the Service Personnel
and Veterans Agency (SPVA) intend to
recoup monies paid to those who have
now left the Army having received this
unintentional bonus?
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- h d ] |
"VE been a reader of Soldier for many
years, but couldn’t help having a laugh

I at your magazine for making a “spelling” PRI ZE LETTER L

mistake in November’s feature on deafness

als

we may have unwittingly caused and
take no pleasure from such an error,
rest assured our intentions behind the
article, which was written in support of
the British Army’s deaf community, were
wholly honourable.

Overpayment objection

If the answer is that it cannot, are those
still in uniform being targeted under a
damage limitation farce? — Name and
address supplied.

Lt Col Donald Watt, SPVA (C), responds:
You received two payments of operational
allowance. The first payment was made in
August 2007 and the second in September
2007, effectively doubling your salary for
those months.

| too regret that it took so long to
identify the erroneous payment, especially
as pay statements are available online
through JPA and ArmyNet. Had you
queried these large payments with your
unit HR staff, they could have investigated
the issue for you and recognised that in
their haste to ensure prompt payment they
had entered the entitlement twice.

The payroll programme has since been
amended to prevent the occurrence of
duplicate or overlapping payments either
as a result of out of date data held or
duplicate entries by unit HR staff.

In answer to your final point,
mechanisms exist to recover
overpayments in a non-punitive manner
made to those who have left the Armed
Forces as well as to pay amounts owed
to them.
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Crippled by CSA payment hike

that | imagine is not uncommon among

those serving in the Forces.

For years I've been paying maintenance at
£400 a month and, having recently bought
a house, asked the Child Support Agency
(CSA) to review my payments. They did and
reduced my monthly payments to £192. My
ex-wife subsequently complained about the
sudden drop and, as a result, my case was
reviewed again only for the payment to be
raised to a whopping £700.

| was promoted to sergeant in August
2006 and at the time of writing | am serving
in Canada as temporary staff in support of
Exercise Med Man. | phoned CSA to find out

IAM writing to draw attention to a problem

the reason for the massive increase and they
explained that it was because | was being
paid more (due to overseas allowances).

It seems to me that soldiers are subject to

a harsher system than our counterparts in
civvy street. We dedicate our lives to serving
the crown and in return we get money taken
from source and can’t do anything about it. —
Name and address supplied.

Col Marian Lauder, assistant director
Military Services SPVA, replies: | can only
assure the soldier that when approached
by the CSA, SPVA’s JPA deductions team
supplies only the basic pay details —
including tax and National Insurance (NI)

Cash for cubbywo\es

CAN anyone shed some light on the rules
and regulations regarding billing someone
for losing a key?

I’m currently serving at Andover and have
just been informed that, to keep my Service-
supplied locker, | must pay a £20 deposit
for the key. This strikes me as odd, as in 20
years of service this is the first time | have
been asked to do so. What’s next — will |
have to leave a deposit the next time | sign a
weapon out of the armoury?

| have looked through various JSPs and
the only reference I can find to recovering
money for lost keys is to raise a P1954.
There is nothing about taking a deposit.

If the charge is now policy, how is the
money collected and accounted for, and
what safeguards are in place to prevent
fraud? — Name and address supplied.

Lt Col Phillip Everitt, CO Andover Support
Unit, responds: It would be ideal if these
lockers were Service-supplied and
provided to all those married personnel
that live off site, but that is not the case.
In Andover we are lucky to have 96
lockers to support the 1,500 individuals
on site. A deposit is asked for because of

PS.

IN these times of credit crunches and
with soldiers under so much pressure,
| thought I’d write with some positive
news and to say thank you.

As a former member of 7 Para RHA

and regular reader of Soldier, | replied
to a pen pal advert in 2001 and met a
lovely lady called Debbie. We were
married in September, with Debbie
wearing a maroon dress to match the
colour of The Parachute Regiment’s
berets. — Andy Pickering.
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“A credit crunching £20? - no thanks. | went and
got a key cut down the road for just £3 instead.”

the number of personnel that either lose
their keys or leave the site without handing
them back. Lost keys were costing the
system money and preventing others from
using the locker facilities.

It is far easier to collect a £20 deposit
—set at the cost of a locksmith fitting a
replacement lock — than go through the
time consuming process of raising a
P1954. The system of asking for a deposit
is also carried out at other sites fortunate
to have lockers.

deductions — for the month requested. If an

individual receives any special pay then

this is also confirmed. They do not supply

information on any overseas allowances.
When the CSA requests that a deduction

from earnings is put in place, the agency

calculates the individual’s MDR (minimum

drawing rate), which is basic pay minus

tax and NI, divided by two. Providing

the amount requested by the CSA does

not breach the MDR, the deduction is

implemented. We are not privvy to how

an individual’s child support payments

are calculated and if anyone has a dispute

over the amount in force they should query

it with their CSA office.

PS...

I’M writing in support of the 3 Para
captain who raised the issue of the
disparity in allowances available to
Regular and Reserve personnel on
ops, “One Army concept, but two sets
of rules” (October).

I’'m a NRPS [Non-Regular
Permanent Staff] soldier serving in
Northern Ireland and am amazed that
some Regular members of our unit on
ops appear to be missing out when
compared to those in the TA.

In his reply, Brig Gordon referred to
the separate terms and conditions of
service, which | understand. However,
remuneration for expenditure incurred
as a result of operations should, |
believe, he common to all especially
in respect of pay, X-factor, operational
allowance and other payments such as
Longer Separation Allowance.

I must admit | would feel very
aggrieved if | was still a Regular
soldier and had to deploy on
operations knowing that those serving
alongside me from the Reserves
and TA were being treated in a more
favourable way financially. — W02
(SQMS) R Vickers, RAWO.

Counting the cost of cohabiting

I'VE been posted on an 11-month avionic
upgraders course and moved from my
privately-owned home (which | share with
my unmarried partner) back into single
living accommodation.

When trying to apply for Get You Home
(GYH) allowance | was told that the Army
would not financially support me in meeting
the costs of travelling back to my own
property because | am not married.

It seems to me that the single soldier
is once again getting a raw deal. | am
now paying for a mortgage, council tax

and utility bills in addition to my single
accommodation and food charges.

Surely there is an allowance to help ease
the burden on Service personnel in my
situation. — Cpl C Ryan, SEAE.

Brig Mike Griffiths, DPS(A), writes:
Provided that you own the property and

it is not let, then you should be entitled
to GYH (Travel). Your personal status
category is irrelevant. By the time you
read this, your Admin Office should have
been in touch to confirm your entitiement.
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HY does the MoD continually
Wdiscriminate against Forces

personnel who decide to live abroad
on completion of their service?

My main gripe relates to allowances. My
family lives in a property some 8,000km away
from my current posting and yet | am only
entitled to the lowest rate of Get You Home
(GYH) allowance, which | understand is a
form of Longer Separation Allowance (LSA).

But I lose this allowance when my unit
decides to stand down for a bank holiday or
a leave pass is added to JPA, whereas those
with families living in the UK continue to
receive the allowance even when on leave.

Equally as frustrating is the entitlement to
resettlement. Only those Service personnel
returning to the UK are entitled to a six-
month resettlement period.

| know that it is my choice to settle my
family abroad but | shouldn’t be penalised
because of this. With more and more people
emigrating, the difference in allowances is
unfair. — Name and address supplied.

Brig Mike Griffiths, DPS(A), replies:
LSA came into effect for the Army in

PS...

HAVING served eight years, will |
benefit when the new rules for payouts
kick in? — Name and address supplied.

Brig Mike Griffiths, DPS(A), responds:
Details of the revised Commitment
Bonus (CB) Scheme were published in
DIN 01-192. The new scheme is only
applicable to those with four years’
reckonable service or less on April 1,
2009. Those with more than four years
will not benefit, but will remain entitled
to any honus payments available under
their existing CB scheme.

“You may feel short-changed but at least
you’re spared from going home every night to a
nagging wife and screaming kids.”

April 2007 and replaced a number
of old benefits, including Married
Unaccompanied Service Allowance.

If you are separated in the same theatre
as your family then you will receive GYH
(Travel), which is intended to reduce the

TALKBACK

‘Move with the times MoD’
e

impact of separation from your family by
assisting with the cost of travel.

If you are Voluntary Separated in a
different theatre from your family then you
will receive LSA Level 1 (currently £6.38
per day); this is to compensate you for
being separated, not to assist with your
travel. You lose LSA level 1 on the first
day of any leave because, in most cases,
you have the opportunity to be reunited
with your family.

The logic behind the different
allowances is that you have a far higher
chance of visiting your family if you are in
the same theatre; these are two separate
allowances with different intents so you
cannot compare them directly.

There is a basic principle that throughout
your career the UK remains your “home
base”. You were recruited in the UK and
the MoD will return you there at the end
of your service. If you choose to live
elsewhere then that is a matter of personal
choice. This is not a corporate cop-out but
a sensible decision to target our limited
funds at those areas where we have a
responsibility to the Service person.

Absence of confidentiality

I’'M an SNCO who recently had cause to
redress the confidential report | received
from a previous unit. | did so because it was
littered with inaccurate information and, as
| was also serving outside my mainstream
corps, | had not received a comment from a
high-ranking officer of my own corps.

The first step in the process was to write
a letter to the CO highlighting the errors.
The letter was duly sent, but imagine my
surprise when 35 days later | received the
exact same letter back. Not only had it been
completely ignored, but it had been sent to
my previous work department in the internal

Mess debate rumbles on

WHY do Queen’s Regulations state that
living-out members in the Officers’ Mess
only pay 25 per cent of that paid by
their living-in counterparts? And why is
the Officers’ Mess entitled to 12 official
functions compared with the six given to
the WOs’ and Sgts’ Mess? — Name and
address supplied.

Brig Mike Griffiths, DPS(A), says: As
reported in September’s Soldier, work is
ongoing on this issue. For the benefit of the
reader, the regulations state that a living-in
officer’s subs can be no more than ten

days pay per year with a liver-out therefore
paying two and a quarter days pay. For
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SNCOs the maximum subs for a liver-in is
four days pay and two days for a liver-out
(although slightly different rules apply for
The Household Division). There is some
disparity with the other Services and I’'m not
sure that the regulations reflect the reality
of Pay As You Dine, hence the review.

Regards the number of functions, these
are laid down in JSP 465. Historically
WOs’ and Sgts’ Messes received no
official functions, but were granted up to
six in 1994 and this was reconfirmed in
2007. The main reason for the difference
is that the Officers’ Mess is usually
required to carry out more official hosting
of external dignitaries.

mail for all to see. Are all redresses treated
with this level of contempt and disrespect?
—Name and addressed supplied.

Lt Col Tony Burgin, SO1 R Signals Soldiers
APC, writes: On investigation this appears
to be a case of the unit concerned making
a simple, yet very important clerical error,
due in part to a high operational tempo
and a concurrent changeover of personnel.

On receipt of this information Royal
Signals Wing prompted the unit on its
responsibilities and generated fresh
impetus into the process.

PS...

AS a former soldier | view with dismay
what appears to be a growing trend of
troops parading in public dressed in
combat uniforms.

| recently watched a regiment
exercising its freedom of a city
dressed in temperate climate

combats, and this was not an isolated
incident. Surely soldiers are still
issued with a No2 uniform.

You don’t see the Navy or the RAF
on parade in overalls. Parading in
combats, our troops look more like
they’re part of some Third World
dictatorship than soldiers of the finest
army in the world. — R Nixon, Plymouth.
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Official Government Environment Test Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/100km) and COz emissions: New Saab 9-3 Saloon TTiD: Urban 37.7 (7.5),
Extra Urban 62.8 (4.5), Combined 50.4 (5.6). COz2 emissions (g/km) 149 g/km.

Terms and Conditions apply. Military discounts are available to all serving members of UK Armed Forces, retired service personnel, MOD civilian personnel and HM Forces Reservists. The offer is also
extended to the spouse/partner of the eligible applicant. See website for full discount details. Armed forces discounts cannot be used in conjunction with any other Saab offer.

Devours miles.
Sips litres.

Introducing the Saab 9-3 Twin Turbo Diesel — specially
primed for military service. Delivering a hefty 180HP
plus 400 Nm of torque for safer overtaking at all speeds,
it combines the power and responses of a large petrol
engine with the economy of a small diesel (note the
combined figure of 50.4mpg for Saloon models). With
generous discounts for the UK military — and even
bigger, tax-free savings if you happen to be posted
overseas—it's gotthe genuine appetite for performance...
without the thirst.

www.saab-military.co.uk/soldier

Militdry Sales

Injured in Service?
We're here to help.

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

SERVICE CLAIMS

If you've been injured in service and it wasn't your fault, Minor to catastrophic injuries anywhere in
support from The Royal British Legion could help you the world
claim compensation from the MOD or other parties. A confidential and discrete service

Whether you have been injured on exercise, operations, FREE interview with a specialist solicitor

military property or even received incorrect medical Supported by The Royal British Legion
treatment, we can help. Disablement pension advice also available

Call now on 08457 725 725

or e-mail claims@britishlegion.org.uk to find out how we can help you.

A national panel of solicitors supports The Royal British Legion and specialises in accident claims for members of the Armed Forces.
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Unicom server switch sorrow

server at Worthy Down | have had

nothing but heartache and frustration
trying to use Unicom. And having spoken to
many of my G4 colleagues, both in Germany
and the UK, | know | am not alone.

The server is slow, the system crashes at
least two to three times a day and retrieving
information can take anything up to 20
minutes. And as for the print jobs — one task
took more than 24 hours to complete!

The Unicom help desk isn’t much better.
I've had instances where my fault report was
closed without me being notified and of not
being phoned back after being assured that
| would be.

What happened to the old adage “if it
ain’t broke don’t fix it”? I’'m sure there are
advantages to going to a central server, but
we on the coalface are getting extremely
frustrated. No doubt Unisoft and their
so-called “project managers” have been
paid a handsome amount for a system that
in my eyes is a step backwards. We have no
updates on fixes and are totally in the dark
as to when this system will work properly.

It's yet another case of the troops being
given something shoddy knowing that we’ll
work around it. Can someone please let the
G4 accounting world know what’s going on?
—LAD REME Sgt, Germany.

S INCE the switch over to a central

Col Paul Eaton, AD Army Information
Systems, responds: The roll-out of
Unicom’s central server has not gone as
smoothly as Headquarters Land Forces
(HQLF) would have liked and I can well
understand your frustration, having
personally visited users on the ground.
When HOLF took the decision to press
ahead with a central server it was done
against a background of extensive and
successful system testing and user trialling,
but it was always recognised that an
undertaking of this scale could not be fully
trialled beforehand and that there was a
likelihood of issues arising in the early days.
However the problems have been more

PS...

IS there any news on when the Joint
Services Job Evaluation Team (JSJET)
will release their results for military
clerks? We’ve been waiting six years
for a review and as an Army clerk it is
hard not to feel undervalued when our
Navy counterparts are on a higher rate
of pay. — Cpl C John, KRH, Tidworth.

Brig Mike Griffiths, DPS(A), replies: | am
afraid that you must have patience. My
staff, and those from Director Staff and
Personnel Support (A), are working in
conjunction with JSJET to finalise the
results. This is an important piece of
work and it needs to be done correctly.
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“Stand by all staff, Perkins — there’s been another crash at central server.”

widespread and persistent than expected.

Despite that, it is important to
remember the benefits that a central
server will bring: it relieves units of
the burden of maintaining servers; it
is fully DII/F compliant; it will save the
Army around £500,000 per year; and
critically it will give us a single view of
the Army’s equipment assets for the first
time — something especially important for
systems like Bowman.

Turning to your specific points. Firstly,
one of the servers proved to be unstable
on roll-out, causing frequent crashes. That
has now been rectified.

Secondly, there was a major problem
with user access caused by a combination
of sheer numbers and unduly rigorous
password checks. Action was taken early
on by Information System Security (ISS)
to waive temporarily the need to renew
passwords, and software changes have also

been made that should improve accessibility.

Thirdly, printing. Some printer files
corrupted during the changeover to central
server and in addition many users tried to
use obsolete printers despite instructions
issued by the chain of command. User
guidance and software upgrades are
reducing this problem rapidly.

Finally, an undermanned help desk
service was overwhelmed by the
unexpectedly high number of calls.

In summary, the teams involved
understand the frustrations on the ground,
have made much progress on the issues
you raise, but are aware that there is more
to be done.

| would encourage you to continue
to make use of the ISS help desk
—as it is the only way they know if
there is a problem — and to monitor
their website, http://defenceintranet.
diiweb.r.mil.uk/Defencelntranet/Teams/
BrowseTeamCategories/Orgbased/Unicom.
htm, for updates.

Promotion not academic

| HAVE an engineering degree and am now a Phase 2 soldier (vehicle mechanic) in the REME
and would like to know whether the Army recognises and promotes troops who already have

professional qualifications.

What is the message to those soldiers who are keen to study for a degree yet also wish to
complete a full 22 years of service? — Cfn L Mahendradas, SEME, Bordon.

Lt Col David Edmondson, DEME SO1 Rec & Pers, writes: The REME does not recognise
prior education and professional qualifications and has a proven procedure in place to
fast-track soldiers through their trade training. Fast-tracking is dependent upon prior
qualifications being supported by appropriate results on the technical selection test,
common foundation module and basic skills test.

There are currently a number of soldiers in the training pipeline being fast-tracked.
Promotion is based on the recognition of leadership qualities, which are tested as
soldiers progress through the ranks. Success in the academic arena does not necessarily
equate to success in the leadership arena. It is therefore inconsistent to recognise

academic ability with promotion.
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Our backyard was like Belize

S the wife of a soldier currently
Aserving in Afghanistan | would like

your readers to be aware of the
shocking treatment | was subjected to by
both Defence Estates (DE) and Modern
Housing Solutions (MHS) on moving into a
new quarter.

Sadly, it was taken over by proxy and on
arrival | opened the door to find the hallway
carpet ripped, the kitchen grubby and no
running water.

Moving upstairs | found that both the stair
and hallway carpets were torn; the bath was
filthy; the bedroom carpets stained; burn
marks on the window sills and not a single
curtain hung. To make matters worse my
garden and patio were fit only for jungle
warfare training.

The standards at both DE and MHS appear
to be sadly lacking, which is astounding as
these organisations are employed by the
MoD in support roles to Service families. |
do not wish any other family to have to go
through this. — Name and address supplied.

Jon Scoles, director of communications,
Modern Housing Solutions, responds: After
a thorough investigation, | can confirm that
the following took place.

Before the writer moved into her
property at the end of August, MHS carried
out cleaning (including the deep-cleaning
of the carpet), grounds maintenance and
full external and internal redecoration to
the property.

We can also confirm that the property
was signed off by DE as meeting the move-

Royal Arti

UBIQUE, the motto of the Royal Regiment of
Artillery, which translates as “everywhere”,
has been hard-earned over many years.

Among those stationed in Malaya during
the Emergency (1949-1957) were 26 Field
Regiment, who were used in an Infantry
role to great effect. Many lost their lives on
jungle patrols but gave as good an account
as the full-time Infantry, and continue to do
so to this day.

In recent times gunners have carried out
Infantry duties in Northern Ireland, Kosovo,
Bosnia, Irag and southern Afghanistan.

As a Regular Reservist (RA) | have
completed seven operational tours — each
attached to Infantry units. Had | been a
former Infantry soldier, | would have been
on the higher pay level (which they well
deserve). However, as a former gunner
| was always paid at the lower level,
despite doing the same job as my Infantry
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“We tried it for a week but the conditions were disgraceful — I don’t know how humans put up with it.”

in standard and was accepted by proxy at
the end of August.

Following the property being taken over,
two MHS and DE representatives met the
correspondent when she arrived at the
house two days later.

As a result of this, further cleaning
works were requested and temporary
repairs for the carpets were raised. We
have received sign off by DE to replace
the carpets and are now waiting for an
installation date to be agreed.

lery Reservist
gunning for pay equa

| t
colleagues. Can this be fair? — Name and
address supplied.

Brig Mike Griffiths, DPS(A), writes: | often
get letters from soldiers re-roled for specific
tours and serving alongside people doing
the same job but paid more. Your Trade-for-
Pay relates to your trade over your entire
career, not just what you do for a six- or
eight-month period. Admittedly your case is
an extreme example of what can happen.

For most soldiers re-roling out of trade
is a temporary blip from which they then
return to their original trade.

| can’t give you a more detailed answer
without knowing your rank and trade, but if
your trade was “Gnr AS90” then your pay
banding would be identical to the Infantry
at Pte, Sgt and SSgt level. Can | also take
this opportunity to scotch a myth - Infantry
privates are paid in the lower pay band.

As a result of the inconvenience and
distress caused to the soldier’s wife, one
of our liaison officers apologised and
presented her with flowers as a gesture
of goodwill. Qur liaison officer’s direct
contact details were left in case the family
had any further concerns.

As this issue was also logged as a
complaint by the occupant, the help desk
has since been in contact to ensure that
outstanding issues have been resolved to
her satisfaction.

PS...

| RECENTLY stumbled across

your magazine online and was
astonished by the resentment of
some of your correspondents towards
commemorative medals.

I’'m an ex-seafarer who took part
in the Spithead Review in 1977 and
did not get a Silver Jubilee Medal
(although we did get a free pint from
Her Majesty).

People who served in the Cold
War era would have gladly gone on
active service if required, so | see
nothing wrong in them purchasing and
wearing commemorative medals if
they wish to do so. Those who served
during this time are no lesser men and
women than those serving today.

Why can’t the MoD issue Service
medals to all serving and past military
personnel? | treasure my Veterans
Badge but if the MoD can stretch to
the expense of a badge, why not a
medal? — Paul Stephenson, County
Offaly, Ireland.
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THE ONLY UK LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL OFFERING

20% REMISSION

OFF BOARDING FEES FOR THE ARMED FORCES
Co-ed Boarding & Day 3-19 years (Boarding from 5 years)
A HISTORY OF BEING ONE OF THE UK’s TOP JUNIOR & SENIOR
SCHOOLS FOR ACADEMIC RESULTS

We think there are three main important points, above all others, that make Queen
Ethelburga’s College your ideal choice as the boarding school for your child.

Firstly we understand the needs of service families. We have staff who are married to
3 serving members of the Forces. We have decades of experience in ensuring your child will
=4 settle well, be confident and successful.

* Secondly our boarding facilities are the best in Europe. Every bedroom has direct dial in/out
telephone, voice mail, TV/Video (on timer), music centre, hot drink facilities and much more.
Many bedrooms are en suite. Our house parents are friendly and caring.

Thirdly QE has a history of being one of the UK's Top Junior and Senior Schools for
Academic Results. We have invested over £20m in new facilities and offer a huge range of
sports, music, equestrian, and recreational facilities. Over 97% of our A-Level students go
on to University Phone for a prospectus and details of our special 20% Forces Remission.

QUEEN ETHELBURGA'S COLLEGE “3XSZaa’ Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. England.
Tel: 08707 42 33 30 9 finyos Web: www.queenethelburgas.edu

FINANCIAL WORRIES?
We can help!

_egal Action

Tailor-made
soluhons

We can reduce your monthly
payments by up to 80%

We can freeze the interest on
your accounts

Consolidate your debts into
one single affordable payment

www.daniel-chandler.co.uk o

0800 980 7174 Sk
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HOME TRUTHS

A PERSONAL view from Mel Pullan, Director

of Communications of the Army Families
Federation. Log on to www.aff.org.uk for more
information on the Army Families Federation

Media take the merry out of Xmas

S | sat down to write this month’s
Acolumn | read that another Serviceman
had been killed in Afghanistan —
another soldier who has paid the ultimate

price and another family who now has a
long and painful journey ahead of them.

November was the month when the
nation remembered the fallen, and this
year the Royal British Legion sold more
poppies than ever before. And while this
is a positive demonstration of support
for the Armed Forces, it also serves as a
reminder that soldiers are still being killed in
action — a situation that is likely to continue
with repeated calls for an increase in troop
numbers in Afghanistan.

And for every soldier in theatre, there is a
family at home who spend anxious months
waiting for their loved one to return. As
families we are immensely proud of our
soldiers and support them in their careers,
often following them around the world.

But | sense that the strain on families

is increasing — a negative trend not

MANAGE YOUR

MONEY [ 3

Credit Action President Keith Tondeur will
be pleased to answer, in confidence, §
specific questions addressed to the Editor.

Festive funding

CHRISTMAS is always costly and, credit
crunch or not, few will have saved up enough
ready cash to bankroll the winter break.

But with lenders reacting to the financial
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helped by the media’s reporting of life on
the front line.

In recent weeks there has yet again
been newspaper talk of inadequate and
insufficient equipment for soldiers in the
field. The media’s decision to take this
tack — rather than focus on the
recent huge investment in kit —
exposes families to just one side

€ Families are

It is understandable, but perhaps
regrettable, that the “wives’ club” is not the
gel that it once was.

However, living in a community of people
who have a shared experience is something
that we should all seek to protect.

It is also important that our
families are offered as much
stability as possible in this

of the story, a side which only gxposed t_O otherwise turbulent lifestyle,
ad?ﬁtg ]E.hetwhorré/. ' 'ust one side be tthat tt?]etrobustness og thf
ad first-hand experience system that moves us abou
of this negative reporting when of t_he StOI:V, or the various allowances that
I V\égs i?tf[;.rviewed rt:y ?hlocAaI a side which ?rre ig platce to n}i?irlrllise. theth
radio station on why the Army isadvantages of following the
community lives on patches. only adds to drum — such as the Continuity
The interviewer struggled to the WDI‘I‘V’ of Education Allowance.

understand that families need
this social support and implied that we
choose to live separately from our civilian
community for other reasons. For me, this
attitude underlined the importance of the
patch and the regimental system — unless
you are living it, you cannot understand
the nuances and challenges of
Army family life.

downturn by playing Scrooge, finding
someone else to fund festivities may prove
difficult unless your credit file is in check.

If you need to tempt lenders beneath the
mistletoe, consider the following points:

@ Do you have any old and unused credit
or store cards? If you do, close them as
a lender may be reluctant to lend to you if
they think you already have unused sources
of credit.

@ Make sure you have your name on the
electoral roll so that you appear to have
a stable lifestyle with a permanent home
address. If you are being posted regularly
consider using the address of a close
family member.

@ Shop around. It is well worth making

So again | was disappointed
to see a tabloid headline proclaiming
“soldiers’ families furious over £100m perks
for top brass”. The newspaper in question
had misreported the purpose of this
allowance, implying that it paid for private
education for officers’ children rather than
enabling all Service children to benefit from
stable schooling.

No wonder the public is confused. One
minute they are being told there is not
enough money left for kit and the next
they’re told that the top brass receive
expensive perks.

But for the families these stories have
a more profound effect; they worry about
the impact of insufficient equipment, live
with the challenges of Service life, and then
read that important allowances are being
questioned by ill-informed media.

Instead of media stories adding to the
load, it would be refreshing to have stories
that lifted a few straws off the camel’s back
for a change. W

one investment in a “heavyweight” weekend
newspaper as they print comparison tables
for loans that could, over time, literally save
you hundreds of pounds.

@ You will probably need some
paperwork in place such as payslips
and bank statements to show the lender.
Dependent on where you are serving, this
may prove difficult so try and get this in
place asap.

@ |f you do need to borrow this
Christmas, make sure going on a spending
diet is among your New Year’s resolutions.

0800 1381111 or

www.creditaction.org.uk
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OVER 65 YEARQ OF SERVIC‘: TO :HE SERVICES
Britain's Leading Suppliers of Kit to the Professionals

ALT-BERG Desert
Microlite from £119.99
ALT-BERG Aqua

Warrior from £139.99

DANNER GORE-TEX
Desert Acadia from £199.00
DANNER GORE-TEX
Black Acadia from £210.00

PROBOOT GORE-TEX
Classic rom £120.00

PROBOOT
~ Desert Stealth from £79.99

LOWA Desert

Elite £115.00

LowA Combat
Gore-Tex from £135.00

MEINDL GORE-TEX
Army £130.00
MEINDL Desert
Solurl £99 00

N —
ALTAMA USA
Combat £89.99
ALTAMA USA MARINE
DES?RT £120.00

10% Discount with Military f D. in the Store
& Orders Delivered to Services Address

“' = SILVERMANS

Silvermans Itd. 2 Harford $t, Mile End, London E1 4PS
Tel: 020 77 900 900 Fax: 020 77 910 008 www.silvermans.co.uk
Phone for A FREE Catalogue quoting Soldier
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Queen Victoria School is fully
funded for tuition'and boarding
by the Mmlstry of Defence

Main Intake Point : Primary 7
Closing Date for 2009 Applications : 15th January 2009

Queen Victoria School is open to the children of all ranks.
Applicants must have at least one parent serving in the
UK Armed Forces who is Scottish or who has served in
Scotland. The School provides stable and high quality
education to a fully boarding population of children aged
from 10 to 18. All essential costs and many extras are
met by the Ministry of Defence. Queen Victoria School is
renowned for its Pipe Band and Dancers, who played in
the 2008 Edinburgh Military Tattoo as part of the School’s
Centenary celebrations. Academic results are consistently
above the Scottish National Average and there is a full
programme of games and extra-curricular activities.

For further details and an application form, visit

www.qvs.org.uk

ars Direct, e name you can trust

www.forcescarsdirect.com

EXCLUSIVE discounts to
ALL military ID card holders!

you unigue programme
ONLY AVAILABLE TO YOU AND YOUR SPOUSE as a military ID card holder and
only through Forces Cars Direct! Contact us today to take advantage
of your military privileges!

Tel : 01522 814 010

E-mail : info@forcescarsdirect.com Web : www.forcescarsdirect.com
@D = 2 HLE2l@ad00 e ™Q

ey

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army



HOW UBSEIWI\NT'

photograph from the Soldier picture
library of the Panther command
and liaison vehicle on Salisbury Plain.
Circle the differences in the left-hand
image and send the whole panel to HOAY
805, Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hampshire GU11 2DU by December 31.
A photocopy is acceptable, but only one
entry per person may be submitted. First
correct entry drawn after the closing date
will win £100; the second and third will
receive £25 gift vouchers. The results will
be announced in the February issue.

TEN details have been changed on this

BASRA Bob - the unwitting subject of
October’s caption competition (picture
below right) —is leading something of
a charmed existence at the moment.

Not only was he the lone survivor of
Gordy’s recent MoD reshuffle, but, much
to the shock of the rank and file here at
Soldier HQ, the Armed Forces Minister
also emerged relatively unscathed
from his Freeze Frame debut.

Indeed, Army catering proved to be a far
more popular target for Soldier’s seasoned
satirists. The culinary critique was led by Mr
W Baker of Grantham, who wins a copy of
Deryck Howell's Target Mussolinifor serving
up: “What are you complaining about? It’s
cheaper than Pay As You Dine and it’s hot.”

Among the other rat pack rebels were lan
Goodwin-Reeves, 150 Recovery Company
REME, who suggested “Bob began to
realise why the package holiday had been

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army

Name: (Give initials and rank or title)

Address:

|

October competition: First correct entry
drawn at random and winner of the £100
prize was ATpr Savage, QM(A) Dept, 9
AAC, Dishforth Airfield. Runners-up M
Smith, DII IPT, MoD Copenacre and Cpl
G Lynch, UKJSU, Naples each win a £25
gift voucher.

The ten differences were: flag on mast;
direction sign on stone; King Harold’s
spur; belt; ankle strapping; white beard;
monk’s tassle; spear; dragon’s tooth;
sword hilt.

Failing miserably to lift a hali-filled hergen, The Hutch hegan to appreciate the consitderahle
weight of responsihility that came with his new role of Defence Secretary

WIN A BOOK: Write your own caption for the photo above and
send it to us by December 31. The best, in our opinion, will win a

copy of Charge!, Justin Pollard’s cornucopia of military blunders.

so cheap” and Mr P Clarke who penned “I got the
butterscotch pudding last time | visited, why me?”.
Of a similar flavour were LCpl Tate’s “Mmmmmm,
now ... mmmm. .. | know why they call it sticky
... mmmm . .. toffee pudding” and “I find it
hard to believe that Gordon Ramsay had a hand
in this!” from Keith Chapman in Glasgow.
Whether our readers extend the same goodwill
to the new kid on the COB, Defence Secretary
John “The Hutch” Hutton, remains to be seen.
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Address:http

www.militaryhistorybooks.com

Specialists in new and used military
books. Visit our website, or for a printed
catalogue call 01303 246500.

DEBT PROBLEMS?
We can help!

www.daniel-chandler.co.uk
Free Phone: 0800 980 7174

OPPORTUNITIES &
BUSINESS

www.demobjob.co.uk

Demob Job — jobs and resettlement
courses for those leaving the Armed Forces
—IT'S FREE.

hitp://jobs.forcesreunited.org.uk

Forces jobs. Full and part-time jobs for
serving and ex-Forces personnel from
Forces Reunited Jobs.

2| M
www.LansdalelLtd.com

Order Online or at your PRI

Chiltern House, Drake Avenue
Staines, TW18 2AP
T:01784 460793

B e perp, [ B =vaa
P Web-tex’ O3 ureventure: — multimat
' o] ULE o ED @ macire

MARKET PLAGE

www.ukms2000.com

UKMS2000 manage a series of Militaria,
Arms and Armour Fairs in the UK — see
you at the next event.
www.ukforces.co.uk

The one-stop shop for finance, gifts,
travel, holidays, motoring, fashion,

home and leisure.
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www.recoverypnp.niceboard.com

A site where REME recovery mechanics and
friends, serving and retired, meet for chat
and banter.

www.baff.org.uk

British Armed Forces Federation, an association
aimed at representing staff in the three Services.
www.forcesresources.co.uk

Lists hundreds of BFPO-friendly companies,
a forum, classifieds section and information
on the EHIC and much more.
www.forceshomes.co.uk

Finding homes for military personnel.

We organise your mortgage, search for

your ideal property, manage the complete
purchase, arrange the letting if required, and
we pay all your professional and legal fees.

www.sftf.mod.uk

The Service Families Task Force website
contains useful tri-Service information.
www.army.mod.uk

The information provided contains practical
advice on health-related topics and guidance
on how to adopt healthy lifestyles.
www.armywivesunited.co.uk

Free community site with message boards on
avast array of subjects that affect Army wives.
Offering advice, friendship and support. Army
Wives United has been online for three years
and has around 1,000 active members.

Show her she's in your heart by sending her one of ours.
Gorgeous collection of heart-shaped jewellery, beautifully gift-wrapped

Order on-line today.

Q theheartshapedbox.com
gift

s straight from the heart

WWW.Wrvs.org.uk

Supporting thousands of young single soldiers
in the British Army. Offering a listening ear and
practical help 24 hours a day.
www.nivets.org.uk

The Northern Ireland Veterans’ Association,
providing advice, support and assistance to
veterans and families of those affected by
the Troubles.

www.blesma.org

National charity for limbless ex-Servicemen
and women, their dependants and widows.

www.erskine.org.uk

Erskine, caring for ex-Servicemen and
women. The charity is currently caring for
more than 1,000 veterans, young and old,
throughout Scotland.
www.army.mod.uk/welfare-support/
family/default.aspx

The Army Welfare Service provides
confidential, comprehensive and professional
support to Service personnel and their families.
www.veterans-aid.net

Tel: 020 7828 2468, info@veterans-aid.net

o
On-line shapping catalogue & ordering service including BFPO

www.cgaengraving.co.uk
for special Armed Forces discount quote MOD10

ilitary
supplles

¥ 0844 561 1203

www.military-supplies.co.uk
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www.smamit.co.il

Custom-made for the individual soldier and

specialist unit: assault vests, chest rigs,

patrol packs, bergens and Osprey pouches.

www.messkitonline.co.uk

High-quality made-to-measure mess
uniforms and dress accessories from

Goodalls Tailors of Leeds. Buy online or call

for details on 0113 2889944.
www.dragonsupplies.co.uk

Manufacturers of airborne webbing,
Specialist patrol packs, upgraded Bergens,

grab bags, assault rigs and tropical clothing.

Stockists of Altberg, Lowa and Meindl
boots. Tel: 01206 854354.

www.shopagec.co.uk
Superior new website. Supplying all ranks

of the AGC worldwide (Regular and Reserve

Forces).

www.cadetdirect.com

Supplying the UK’s Regular, Reserve and
cadet forces. Next-day delivery on all
in-stock items.

www.armyandoutdoor.co.uk

Premier kit shop in the North West for
Services/TA/Cadets extras.
www.dixiescorner.co.uk

Military supplies + bespoke webbing and
bags etc. Alterations, repairs and tailoring.
Buy online or call 01874 638091.
www.ukkitmonster.com

Specialist military and survival kit supplies.

VAT-free to qualifying BFPO. Online or call
01892 538364 for more.

www.Military247.co.uk

We give 10% of our profit to the Royal
British Legion, so get the BEST Military Kit
sent to your door by us. Quote SM5 for a
5% DISCOUNT on your order.
www.bchin.com and www.taccsc4i.com
Designers and Manufacturers of Quality
Personal Military Equipment.
www.combatservicesupport.co.uk
Combat Service Support. Specialists in
clothing and equipment to the forces.
Email: combatservicesupport@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01522 543883.

www.rv-1.co.uk

29 Commando Royal Artillery — Shop and
Head Office. Quality without compromise.
BFPO tax-free shopping online.

Tel: 01752 236143 Mil: 937846143.
www.personalitybears.com

Teddy bears personalised and embroidered
jumpers or hoodies make a special gift for
any occasion with free delivery.
www.crestinsignia.com

Unit patches, TRFs, wings, rank, appointments,
badges, epaulettes, swagger sticks, vehicle
decals etc. over 500 lines on website.
www.happyhatliner.com

“Keeping Your Hat Fresher for Longer”. Semi
disposable hygienic hat liner helps eliminate
smells; easily folded into e.g. flat caps.

www.army.mod.uk

Official website of the British Army.
www.armyaviation.co.uk

A privately-run forum dedicated to Army
aviation. The forum is for ALL cap badges
associated with Army aviation and all are
welcome. Membership is comprised of
mainly AAC personnel but we would like
to see more REME faces on the site.
www.armyrugbyunion.mod.uk

The latest information on match reports,
fixtures, ticket and equipment sales, and
contact details for all Army Rugby Union
teams. See how the most popular and
successful sports team in the Army

is doing.

X
S

LINE-LOK® - the world's
best quy line runner

¥ Quick and easy to tension and release. Will not
shake loose, even in extreme conditions. Out-performs
traditional alloy and plastic guy runners.
Buy at www.cleats.co.uk

To advertise in Soldier’s WEB WATGH

Telephone: 01252 347352 or email advertising@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Send Everlasting Wishes

&

Gorgeous Gifts Women Adore, Beautifully Wrapped & Dispatched Direct
www.everlastingwishes.com
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G.D.ASS. is a registered charity that operates nation-wide and

arranges for Great Danes and any large breed of dog requiring
rescuing or re-homing to be collected from around the UK.
G.D.A.S. founded in January 2000 and have secured
new homes for over 800 rescued Great Danes. Over
600 members and 250 volunteers. We never refuse to
help any Great Dane or large breed of dog in need.

Main telephone line: 0870 787 4691
or Website: www.danes.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1091717

Send a stocking!

L & www.despatchboxes.com
Send a taste of home - a gift of
chocolates, Haribo, Body Shop
gifts and Christmas novelties.
A special present for your
special person £35 delivered.

BFPO ORDERS OUR SPECIALITY

www.rememuseum.org.uk

REME Museum of Technology.
WWWw.armymuseums.org.uk

The Army Museums Qgilby Trust
website, approved by the MoD as the
definitive guide to regimental and corps
museums.
www.kingsownmuseum.plus.com
King’s Own Royal Regiment Museum,
Lancaster.
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Armed Forces Christian Union: 01252 311221;
www.afcu.org.uk

Army Benevolent Fund: 0845 241 4820

Army Welfare Information Service: 01722
436569; www.army.mod.uk/soldierwelfare/
supportagencies/aws

Army Families Federation: 01980 615525
British Limbless Ex-Service Men’s Association:
0208 590 1124; www.blesma.org

Career Transition Partnership: 0207 766 8020
Children’s Education Advisory Service: 01980
618244; enquiries.ceas@gtnet.gov.uk
Confidential support lines: UK 0800 731 4880;
Germany 0800 1827 395; Cyprus 080 91065;
Falklands #6111; from operational theatres
Paradigm Services *201; from anywhere in the
world (CSL operator will call back) 0044 1980
630854. Lines open 1030-2230 (UK) every day.
Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society: 01372
841600; www.combatstress.com

Family Escort Service: 0207 463 9249

Forces Pension Society: 0207 820 9988

Joint Service Housing Advice Office: 01722 436575
MoD Medal Office: Medal queries to JPAC
Enquiry Centre on 94560 3600 or 0141 224 3600
Mutual Support (Forces Multiple Sclerosis
support group): 07962 023654, 01803

311527; www.mutualsupport.org.uk; email
welfaresupport@mutualsupport.org.uk

National Gulf Veterans’ and Families’ Association
Office: (0900-1700); 24-hour helpline 0845 257
4853; www.ngvfa.org.uk; fax 01482 808731
Regular Forces’ Employment Association: 0121
2360058; www.rfea.org.uk

Royal British Legion: 0845 7725 725

RBL Industries Vocational Assessment Centre:
01622 795900; www.rbli.co.uk

St Dunstan’s charity for blind ex-Servicemen and
women: 0207 723 5021; www.st-dunstans.org.uk
SAMA 82 (South Atlantic Medal Association)
Falklands conflict veterans: 01495 227577
Services Cotswold Centre: 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help: 0207 403 8783; Western
Europe 02161 472 3392

Service Personnel and Veterans Agency
(SPVA): 0800 169 2277 (from UK); 0044 1253
866043 (from overseas); Medical Assessment
Programme: 0800 169 5401

Victim Support: Germany 02161 472 2272; UK
0845 3030900; www.victimsupport.org

WRVS (24-hr answer service): 02920 739016;
general enquiries 02920 739016
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A researcher is trying to track down any former
members of 2 GHQ Liaison Regiment (Phantom)
who served in Italy during WW2. Family members
could help by supplying copies of photographs,
personal accounts or private diaries that might
have been left to them that concern this regiment.
The obijective is to reconstruct a fuller account of
what it was like to serve with Phantom in Italy.
Contact Asher Pirt on 01304 362571, by post at
35 Balfour Road, Walmer, Deal, Kent CT14 7HY or
email pirt2004@yahoo.co.uk

Two ladies are putting together a cookery book to
raise funds for Help for Heroes. They would like
troops to send recipes of the meal that they most
look forward to when they are away from home.
Send to Janette Cornish & Coral Moore, 4 Nevil
Road, Wellington, Shropshire TF1 3DE.

Peter Cardwell is looking for a 1953 football
photograph of No 55 Training Regiment RA,
based in Tonfanau, North Wales. The football team
won the Western Command Soccer Cup in 1953.
Winston Davies was one of the players in the
photograph. Does anyone have a copy? Contact
Peter Cardwell, 6 Jenkins Crescent, Trimsaran, Nr
Kidwelly, Carmarthenshire SA17 4DB.

Karl-Gustav Fredriksson was a Swedish UK soldier
based in Cyprus from Apr 1977 to Aug 1977. He

is trying to locate two British soldiers who were
based in Nicosia at that time. The two men were
from Liverpool and one of them was called Scouse
Werring. Email Karl-Gustav at kellefredriksson@
brikks.com or write to Karl-Gustav (089
Kallegustav) Fredriksson, Liebackskroken 3A,
25658 Helsingborg, Sweden.

Does anyone remember the tunes played at the
Tattoo in Dortmund in 1948? Ex Gunner Noel
Pugh was one of the soldiers taking part, he is
also trying to trace two gunners, Rushmore from
East Anglia and Collins from Bournemouth. Please
email npugh@roadrunner.com

David Hughes (Wheelchair Charlie), an ex-soldier,
is asking Servicemen and women and Army units
to donate a cap badge for the tiger, the mascot of
the Gurkha Veterans. If you can help, please send
the cap badge to David at 5 Annesley Avenue,
Layton, Blackpool, Lancs FY3 7JD.

Is there any soldier serving on operations who
would like to adopt a granny? | know that some
soldiers have little or no family who can write
to them or send them parcels. | would be more
than happy to write or email regularly and send
the occasional home-made cake. Email Olwen
Loud at omloud@gmail.com or write to Mrs O
Loud, Mandela House, Holden Grove, Daventry,
Northamptonshire NN11 9EW.

Infantry Junior Leaders Battalion Association is
planning to dedicate a memorial to the unit in Cae
Glas Park, Oswestry, the unit’s spiritual home.
The association is in the process of organising a
parade and formal dinner to mark the occasion.
The memorial ceremony is planned to take place
over the weekend of June 6 and 7 next year,

meeting at Rugby Club, Park Hill Camp, Oswestry.
If you were at IJLB during the 1950s, 60s and 70s
and you wish to take part, then the Association
can be contacted via its website at www.ijlb.co.uk
or by writing to the secretary, Ken Nicol, at 44
Cefn Road, Wrexham LL13 9NH.

Julie (known as Ruby) Page is trying to locate an
ex-soldier, Gary Moreland, now a civil servant
from the Aldershot area. Last made contact in
2007 as a pen pal. Please contact Julie by email at
neverletgoangel@yahoo.co.uk

Until further notice: Helmand: The Soldiers’
Story — 16 Air Assault Brigade exhibition. National
Army Museum, London. Tel: 0207 730 0717.

Currently showing: World on Fire Exhibition at
the National Army Museum, London. Tel: 0207
730 0717.

Until January 2009: Frightful First World War
Exhibition at the Imperial War Muesum North,
Manchester. Dates at www.iwm.org.uk/north

Until March 2009: Stranger in the House,
Imperial War Museum North, Manchester. Go to
www.iwm.org.uk/north for details.

December 1-19: Lest We Forget — The
Exhibition at the Royal Air Force Museum,
London. Admission free.

December 11: Musical Extravaganza by the Band
of the Royal Marines, The Assembly Rooms,
Edinburgh. Call 0131 550 1559 for tickets.

Downside School CCF Centenary Parade:
May 22, 23 and 24, 2009. Open to all 0Gs and
families. Details WO1 R Nicholas on 01761
235163 or email rnicholas@downside.co.uk

723 (CS) Kings Sqn RM: 1959-60, 50 years
reunion. To be held in late spring 2009. Details
from Taff Prichard on 02920 790322.

East Midlands UOTC: Centenary in 2009 with
events planned for spring and late summer.
Write for information giving details of when
served, a brief resume and contact details to TA
Centre Broadgate, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 2HF
or email emuotc@btconnect.com

Fracture PS3: Ms Jayne Weale, Hereford; Maj

S Taylor, Strensall; M Stone, London; Cpl R
Wilcock, Chilwell; Sgt M Aplin, BFPO 52.
Answer: San Francisco.

HOAY 803: ATpr Savage, 9 AAC, Dishforth
Airfield; M Smith, MoD Copenacre; Cpl G Lynch,
UKJSU, Naples.
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Red route: Sgt Mick Howard’s photo of a shopper getting an unexpected treat from the rehearsing Coldstream Guards on her walk through Windsor Great Park

Life through the lens

Striking images showcase photographic talent at Army picture contest

some of the Army’s top hotshots were
honoured at the Service’s annual
photographic competition.

Amateur and professional snappers
entered images from across the military
spectrum, including Operations Herrick
and Telic as well as sporting shots, at the
2008 Army Photographic Competition.

Sgt Mick Howard (RLC) of the Defence
College of Aeronautical Engineering was
the event’s big winner after his portfolio
earnt him the professional photographer of
the year award.

The experienced man behind the lens
celebrated further success in the open
portfolio, digital award and military
portrait image categories.

Speaking to Soldier after the awards

PICTURES spoke a thousand words as

THE Army Presentation Team wants to hear from
members of the public who would like a personal
invitation to attend its dynamic roadshow,

which begins with a reception, is followed by

a presentation and questions-and-answers
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ceremony at Cosford, the 40-year-

old senior NCO said: “It is always

a great honour as | know that the

Army photographic trade is fantastic

and therefore there is always stiff
competition,” adding that he had been “in
the right place at the right time” to catch
his favourite image.

“The picture that | think is the most eye-
catching is the one with a woman walking
with her shopping while the Coldstream
Guards rehearse in Windsor Great Park.

“When she realised they were
rehearsing she quickly stepped out of the
way, but one of the soldiers encouraged
her to continue her walk.”

WO01 Fiona Stapley, Land Forces
master photographer, said that the
increasing profile of the competition

session and finishes with a finger buffet. Military
personnel will answer all your questions about the
British Army. Call 01276 417000 or email your
name and address to apt.mod@btinternet.com

January: 13, Macclesfield; 14, Bolton; 15,
Manchester; 27, Penzance; 28, Plymouth;
29, Blandford. February: 17, Richmond; 18,
Scunthorpe; 19, Castleford.

reflects the amount of coverage Service
photographers are able to give the Army in
civilian media.

“Photography is hecoming more and
more of an important role, especially
with current operations where the quality
of the work is mirrored by the number of
agencies that use combat camera teams’
work,” she added.

“Our people are able to get to the front
line on ops and that is all part of their
job. This enables people at home to see
exactly what is going on.”

The winning images will remain on
display at the National Army Museum as
part of a permanent exhibition.

@ See www.soldiermagazine.co.uk for a full
list of the competition winners

Maj Gen: W H Moore, late RA, to be Deputy
Commanding General Multi Nation Corps, Iraq,
in March 09; R L Barrons, late RA, to be Chief of
Staff, Allied Command Europe, Rapid Reaction
Corps, in April 09.
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Picture: Sgt Mick Howard (RLC)
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|_____PENPAIS |
TO ADVERTISE

FOR A PEN PAL

Please send for details enclosing
a stamped addressed envelope
to: Soldier Magazine, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.
Or visit Soldier Magazine online at
www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
Email: hshekyls@soldiermagazine.co.uk
All pen pal adverts must he prepaid
ONLY UK OR BFPO RESIDENT CAN APPLY.

Jo (23), 5,77, slim blonde, friendly

and outgoing. Enjoys running, going to
the gym, generally keeping fit, love the
outdoors and motorbikes. Likes meeting
new people and socialising. Seeks male
pen pals, 23-33. P096

Witty and described mad by her friends
(ina good way), 5.9”, blonde with blue
eyes. Looking for pen pals, 23-35 for
laughter and to brighten up each others’
day. Come on, what are you waiting for,
do it now, she could change your life.
Enjoys spending time with her friends,
meeting new people and listening to
music. P097

Petite blonde, 5, 5”, with green eyes
and a quirky sense of humour. Learning
to ride her 125¢cc motorbike, enjoys
films, socialising, live music, festivals,
particularly the IOW Festival. Bubbly
person who'’s been like a rolling stone
through life, gathering no moss with
some unusual life experiences, looking
to make new friends for life. P098

Shy Paediatric nurse aged 37 with brown
hair and blue eyes. GSOH, very genuine,
honest and caring. Enjoys reading,
cross-stitch, the theatre, the cinema,
listening to music, pen palling, travelling
and shopping. She does not participate

in sports, but loves being a spectator.
Seeking non smoking male pen pals who
make her laugh, 36-40. P099

Single 24 year old and would like
someone to write to, to keep the
boredom at bay in the evenings. A
Science teacher in a smallish rural
school, a bit of a country bumpkin at
heart. Enjoys the outdoors, mainly
roaming the countryside with her

dog, going to the pub with friends, the
cinema, watching DVDs and always
willing to try new hobbies. Seeking pen
pals who like good old fashioned snail
mail, any age group. P100

Sarah, soon to be 33, a blonde, 5,10” in
heels. Civil servant by day who dabbles
in amateur dramatics in her spare time.
Seeks anyone with an intriguing tale to
tell for genuine correspondence, any age
group. P101
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Dave, (mid 50s), sell by date not up yet.
Enjoys the countryside, animals and is a
very genuine bloke seeking like minded
hirsute male pen pals. Genuine replies
only please, 25-45. P102

Shaz (43), 5, 107, slim build with short
black hair. Enjoys pubs, the cinema,
travel, walking, motor sports and more.
Seeking soldiers to write to, all letters
will be answered, 24-44. P103

PEN PAL REPLIES:

To reply to a pen pal, write a letter

and send it to: Soldier Magazine, Ordnance

Road, Aldershot, Hants GU112DU

* The box number must be clearly written in
the top left corner of all your replies.

* Replies should consist only of letter and
photograph if requested.

* Replies received more than three months
after the cover date, large, heavy or poorly
addressed envelopes will not be forwarded.

BOOKS
FREE MILITARY CATALOGUE. Books
wanted, will collect. Marine & Cannon
Books, Square House Farm, Tattenhall
Lane, Tattenhall, Cheshire, CH3 9NH.
Tel: 01829 771109.

YOUR GUIDE TO SURVIVING
EMOTIONAL TRAUMA

Recover from:
@ Ahusive
Childhood.

o Anger and
Rage.

o Drug Abuse.

o Divorce.

o Loss.

o Depression.

DEEENCE

Send cheques or postal orders payable to
‘Defence in Mind’ for £9.99+£2 p+p to

PO Box 239, Gainshorough, DN21 9AJ

YOUR MEMOIRS

written for you and produced as a book
*The ideal heirloom *Agreat gift
Be interviewed by a professional writer
and have your story written as you want it.

Call Caroline Brannigan 01748 821041
(Yorkshire) www.carolinebrannigan.com

IMMEDIATE EXTRA INCOME
OPPORTUNITY. Earn £300 - £3000

+- pm from home, flexible hours around
current commitments. Plus cash/travel/
car incentives. Tel: 01260 509121,

visit www.escapethe9to5.com or text
OWNBOSS to 07781 472747.

Toastmaster Training — looking for a

new career? Train to be a Toastmaster
01380 871784.

Web: www.toastmastertraining.co.uk

Email: ericgilltoastmaster@msn.com

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES. Many
scarce. Sae for list. Anthony Webb,
‘Grenville House’ 84 Merritt Road,
Greatstone, Kent TN28 8SZ.
www.webbmilitary.co.uk

Bioflow

Magnetic Wristbands
Bioflow has many military users who report:
@ Relief from Aches and Pains
@ Improved Athletic Performance
@ Reduced
Fatigue and
k& Faster Recovery

Refund if no benefits
gained. New improved
strap design

Call 01392 875909

or email pbs54@fsmail.net
Independent Distributor for Ecoflow plc

OF HAND GUNS
IN MINIATURE

www.moonshinepewter.com

MILITARY WATCHES, CHONOGRAPHS.
Pilots, Divers, Special Forces, Sae for
list. Anthony Webb, ‘Grenville House’
84 Merritt Road, Greatstone, Kent TN28
8SZ. www.webbmilitary.co.uk

Unit patches, TRFs, wings, rank,
appointment badges, epaulettes,
swagger sticks, vehicle decals and
more. Over 500 items in stock. www.
crestinsignia.com

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
Badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00
For list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle
Vue Street, Filey, North Yorkshire YO14
9HU. Email address
george.cairnxson@hotmail.co.uk

British Army badges 41 page
illustrated catalogue offers: New
Royal Regiment of Scotland, Special
Reconnaissance Regiment, Duke

of Lancaster’s Regiment, Yorkshire
Regiment plus Special Boat Squadron
beret badges. Also latest tactical
recognition flashes and 41 different DZ
patches. Send £1.00 to Mike Lapworth,
26 Southdown Road, Bristol, BS9 3NL.

SMART

Polyester
Ties

Silk or polyester ties

made to order.

Please call

08451 29 29 00

for further

information.

For individual ties

visit our website

/ www.SmartTurnout.com

or email Sales@SmartTurnout.com

ADVENTUOREMRAINING Y

RERFOTIATMYIGIOUPSHE 2-50)

PATIIOWICOST;
1

; ng,-g!imbing,q_

==

Walking,Shootirig,

Fishing, BBQ & beer

g ]

www.outdoorcentrescotland.co.uk

Brochure: 01687 462274

BUSINESS OPF

EASY CASH FOR SERVING AND
PARTNERS OF SERVING MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES.
You could earn £800+ per

month - no problem!

This is a part time job for
which you can choose
your own hours.

No investment required.

Just call 0800 619 2274
and ask for details.

MILITARY DESIGNER
T -SHIRTS

NoLimitz Uk pride ourselves on
our unique range of designer
military garments available
from our online store where
you can sign up for our
newsletter and view designs.
A percentage from the sale

of each t-shirt is donated to a
charity relating to the shirt.

Visit us at
www.nolimitz-uk.com

Holiday Villas
Cyprus

10% discount
for all MOD personnel

www.havenvilla.com

Tel. 00357 26813270
Tel. (UK) 07005930900
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GLASSIFIEDS

ORLANDO, luxury five bedroom villa,
Disney six miles, heated pool, spa, two
master en-suites and games room.
Contact Derek Williams 01373 864987
or www.kellyw.demon.co.uk

FLORIDA, Orlando, three bedroom, two
bathroom, luxury villa. Screened pool,
air conditioned, sleeps six — eight. Golf
course, tennis and ten minutes from
Disney. Tel. 01793 644442,

Web: www.orlandoholiday.org.uk

Bulgaria — Apartment sleeping four in
Bansko Ski Resort. Winter skiing or
summer walking, mountain biking etc.
From £20 per night.

Email: paul.spencer9@ntlworld.com

Costa Blanca Villa Joyosa, two
apartments same complex, 50 meters
from beach, sea view, large pool, 12km
from Benidorm, each sleeps 4/5. Email:
samm@gardencourtapartments.co.uk
Web: www.gardencourtapartments.co.uk

;’-'J':’a;,_f-'f/f Adventires,
HUZ) SKYDIVING COURSES
IN FLORIDA

Freefall Adventures, Florida offer Military

Di: d Skydiving Courses for pl
beginners in beautiful Lake Wales, Florida.
Ad d are also available. Our
Skydiving School is British owned and operated. clnsslrlin nn"EnTIsEMENTs
Located just 45 miles south of Orlando and
all the main Florida attractions. : i
Join us for extreme fun in the sun. DNAME: ..., ADDRESS: .......cooeiiiiriii e, '
OuppeEENs: ! (PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS) '
Freefall Adventures, Florida Dttt e e ma s e e e ma s e s s e s s e s s s e s R s R e A R R R e R s R s RN s R sEsEEEEEsEsEEEEEsEsEEsEEsEssEErEmnn !
114 Melton Avenue, Sebastian, Florida 32358, USA : 1
Tel: 001 772 388 0550 ! . H
Eualt: Skydivefiik@aslion N POSTCODE: .......cccvvnenieeeenane, !
www.ffadventures.com
CLASSIFICATION: ... ieeeee et e et et et et e et e e et e e e e et e e e e s enaen s eneenneennnen
1 2 3 4 5
2
GOING ON LEAVE?| | [ ; ; . »
- :
g T /
- e 1 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25
h : 26 27 28 29 30
Quote 41717760 to receive 31 32 33 34 35

your official discounted rate.

If you need more space, please write clearly on plain paper.

* GOST: 75p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £13.00. EMRIL/WEB ADDRESS: £2.50 UAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
* NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST AND ONLY ONE WORD SHOULD BE INSERTED IN EAGH BOX.

GCALGULATE GOST OF GLASSIFIED ADVERT:
x[__ lworosarzsp =¢[ |

EMAIL/WEB ADDRESS 13 aocooooos INSERTIONS VAT AT 17.5% BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT) | TOTAL ENCLOSED

e[ ] =[] e[| e[ ] e[|

IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER ADD £3.00 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX ]
CHEQUE/PO Number |:| (Payable to SOLDIER)

To book your car call 0870 607 5000
or visit europcar.co.uk

Europcar

In memory of Ben Ford who died
in Afghanistan in September 2006,
his family have raised some money
to send Soldiers on the frontline
parcels of creature comforts.

If you are interested, please email;
ford.trjaff@btinternet.com

Lots of love Jane, Trevor and private Send to: CLASSIFIED ADS, SOLDIER, ORDNANGE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU

Emma Ford REME. ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVRILABLE ISSUE
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Your Specialist Supplier of
Peli Cases & Torches

Free UK Deliverye
BFPO Shipping Available®

Online Discounise.-

: Y
{

Order online at www.waterproof-cases.co.uk |

o }JPELI

Email sales@waterproof-cases.co.uk AUTHORISED ONLINE DISTRIBUTOR

Lost your

Medals?

We can replace them now

=29 We have a large stock of current
issue medals including

Op Telic, Golden Jubilee, Sierra Leone
Afghanistan, NATO and UN

MoD APPROVED MEDALS
(Licence No. D/IRP/IX/E/0019/04)

Full Size and Miniature
Service Details Engraved
Professional Mounting Service

Contact our friendly staff for help, advice or free brochure

?cj(muj M
01548 830717

Bigbury Mint, River Park, Ermington, Devon PL21 9NT
www.bigburymint.com info@bigburymint.com
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TIMS TAGS
Military Identity Discs

Issue I.D Disks Marked To MOD
Specifications Or As Required £10 plus £1 P&P

TIMS TAGS

PO BOX 81

PE25 2WU

01754 761004
info@timstags.co.uk
www.timstags.co.uk

& SylcE=so A"c’u?
',

EMBROIDERED*WOVEN*ENAMELLED BADGES

INSIST ON

BADGES - we don't do anything else
because this is what we do BEST!

t/ Best quality _

t/ Best prices ‘
t/ Best delivery times
v/ No artwork set up ck

v Specialists with over
years experience
MINIMUM ORDER QUANTITY SOiS

WE GUARANTEE to give YOU the BEST value,

the BEST service, the BEST pnces and the BEST

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army




T-shirts, sweatshirts, polo shirts, rugby
shirts, jackets & much, much more
FREE Colour Brochure LOW Minimum Order
COMPETITIVE PRICES
Embroidered polos from £4.75,
sweats from £6, t-shirts from £4.35
Quick Delivery

* We ship WORLDWIDE. VAT free to BFPO overseas

‘FORD, THE ONLY THING
WE HAVEN'T BROKEN!
OF TELIC 7

SPECIAL OFFERS TO HM
FORCES (INC. FREE T-SHIRTS

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP

48 0ld Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford BD11 2JX
Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524

e-mail: sales@bananamoon.co.uk

clublaEliters

BESPOKE TABLEWARE
MADE IN ENGLAND

Bespoke Table Mats and Coasters individually created using
your regimental crest or badge, and crafted into superior
quality melamine mats. Available in a variety of shapes and
sizes, customised to meet your specific requirements.

Perfect for your Officers’or Sergeants’ Mess,
Club, or for you personally.

For our full colour brochure contact:

Club Matters
Shorley Wood, Cheriton, Alresford, Hants, SO24 ONT
Email: enquiries@clubmatters.co.uk  Tel: 01962 771275
www.clubmatters.co.uk

WMilitary Marketin
9nfgnaﬁ0m/ J

Suppliers of commemorative plagues and presentation pieces

Let us design your Regiment
and Operational plaques

(minimum quantity 25)

PLAQUES: £12.95 each
SHIELDCLOCKS: £24.00 each

for a full colour brochure contact:
82-84 Steward Street, Ladywood, Birmingham.B18 7AF
Telephone / fax:0121 454 5393
email: mmisales@militarymarketing.co.uk
website: www.militarymarketing.co.uk

o~
Sr

S’

=

A MLEY

Surere s s TACTICAL SERIES
m"“ BFPO TAX FREE SHOPPING

Drop Zone Supplies
Unit LB6, The Cattle Market,
Hereford HR4 9HX

E: hereford@army-surplus.co.uk

TIF: 01432 343 253
,

OPENING HOURS
Tues - Sat 10.00-18.00

When you are in this situation, worrying about
the kit you are carrying is not an option!

Mail Order HQ
Unit 3, West Oxon Ind Park,
Norton Way, Brize Norton,
Oxon OX18 3Y)

E: sales@army-surplus.co.uk
T 08456 44 50 60

OPENING HOURS

Mon - Fri 09.00-17.30

o

Online Store: www.army-surplus.co.uk

> Drop Zone Supplies
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Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd

Specialists in Orders Decorations and Medals

Full Size and Miniature Medals supplied and
mounted for wear or display to the highest
standards.

MoD Licensed Medals
(License No. D/IPR/IX/E/0019/02)

Available from stock including

8 Telic

& Afghanistan

& Golden Jubilee

& NATO, EU and UN

® Long Service awards

] Complete range of gallantry awards

We offer a complete engraving service and
supply fine hand-made storage cases,
display cases and wallets for your awards.

Whatever your requirements our helpful staff
will be pleased to help with your enquiry by
telephone, email of fax.

Visit our secure on-line shop
www.worcmedals.com

Unit bulk enquiries welcome

56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove, B61 8LL Tel: 01527 835375
Fax: 01527 576798 eMail: wms@worcmedals.com

NEeD initial FREE 1egal advice?
Then contact:

A Nationwide network of highly
experienced Independent
Solicitors

Who advise and represent
Senice Personnel, Reservists, the Civil Service and their Families

Contact 0845 6011260
or www.forceslaw.com for a Local Lawyer who

speAks YOUR Lancuace

COURTS MARTIAL = DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES = EMPLOYMENT and REINSTATEMENT OF RESERVE
FORCES PERSONNEL

SERVICE INVESTIGATIONS = CRIME = HOUSE or BUSINESS PURCHASE or SALE including LSAPs

DIVORCE, CHILDREN, PENSIONS AND TERMINAL GRANTS = ACCIDENTS and COMPENSATION = ARMED
FORCES COMPENSATION SCHEME PREVIEW = WILLS or DEATH of a RELATIVE

NOTICE TO INVESTORS

(o Mo k] Ao M ESFN] S The following rate of interest applied from midnight, Wednesday 15 Octaber 2008,

Skipton Services PREVIOUS NEW NEW
Home Savings Scheme GROSS PA/AER GROSS PA/AER NET PA
5.25% 475% 3.80%

Interest will be paid or credited after deduction of income tax at the lower rate of 20% or, subject to the
raquired certification, gross. AER stands for Annual Equivalent Rate and ill what the i rate
would be if interest was pald and added each year. Rates are correct at the time of going to press.

Principal Office, The Bailey, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 1DN Tel: 08458 501722*
A member of the Building Societies Association. Authorised and regulated by the

Financlal Services Authority under registration number 153706.
mutualmatters

*To help maintain service and quality, some telaphone calls
|_may be recorded and monitored.

J

/6

DECEMBER 2008

Advanced Car Exports began supplying new

cars to H M Forces in 1979, and this year we are
celebrating our 30th anniversary with even BIGGER
discounts on both tax-free AND tax-paid sales!

LN

prices on-line at
www.acesales.co.uk

And | know that the lads will be well looked after,
because Advanced Car Exports are endorsed by the
RMAS for their excellent reputation! They also donate

£50to lggﬁ%—ﬁ; for every sale resulting from this ad.

................

"= W ACEsales.co.0k Tl 0044(0)1903 850765 info@acesales.co.uk

COSTELLO

Civil & Militarg Bespoke Tailors
|_adies & Gents Uniform Specialists

For all your
requirements

Interest
Free Credit

For your local representative
contact the numbers below

UK Head Office: Tel: 020 8478 2780

Fax: 020 8553 3336
E-mail: info@costello.co.uk  Website: www.costello.co.uk
Colchester: Tel: 01206 575 617 Germany: Tel: 01717 715 445

REGIMENTAL SIGNET RINGS & BROOCHES
JM.BICKERTON

Manufacturing Jewellers
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE

For list & prices
Tel: 0121 551 7366

HIGH QUALITY ASSURED

N A
jmb@regimentalbrooches.co.uk .
www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk King's Regt Seal Style 9ct Signet £185.00

National Flags ® Customisec Fagpo es
Regimental Flags * Banners * Pennants * Cushions

Flags made to your own specifications for teams, regiments, events etc.

OFFICIAL MOD SUPPLIERS

ww.tHagsgb.com
email sales@flagsgb.

o
3]
|
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The Mess Dress Ltd

tary Tailoring, Mess Dress, Service Dress, Blues Tunic

Competetive prices. Interest free credit available on all uniform orders.

* Mess shirt (pure cotton) £22

* Sanders George boots £75

* Officers Dress swords from £450
by WKC Germany.

* Bespoke medal framing on site

* Engraved gifts, plates, presentation
medalions.
Discount on bulk orders.

* Embroidery services on site.

Medal court mounting £4 per medal. Mini medals from £4.
Replacement full size medals from £7.95.
Extensive range of miniature and replacement medals
and ribbons. Medal naming, engraving on site. Very fast
turn around. 99% of medal mounting is done the same

day. Very large stock available for next day delivery.

Much more on our website.

Our shop is open 6 days a week. Our representive is in Aldershot and Camberley areas
every Wednesday. All our prices includes VAT, tax free sales available for BFPO overseas.

www.messdress.com
88 Stewart Road, Bournemouth BH8 S8NU
Tel: 01202 302846 Fax: 01202 383874

sales@messdress.com

mwear Gifts

Embroidery & Printing Leisurewear Tea
y x ‘; = " |

|We at Hargreaves Promotions pride ourselves

in offering special rates to the Armed Forces.
|Whether you are having an operational tour, training
|course, revamp of your uniform, sporting event

|or just want to promote yourselves-

PROMOTIONS
m Tel: 023 9282 2436 Fax: 023 9282 2177

sdoit fm‘ Yﬂ”- e-mail: mmaddock@hargreaves-pr tions.co.uk
i"('f U3 Rodney Road, Fratton Industrial Estate, Fratton, Portsmouth, Hampshire. PO4 85Y

www.hargreaves-promotions.co.uk

4, ASHFOLD AVENUE
FINDON VALLEY
WORTHING
A BN A
We specialise in high quality
polyester, silk/polyester and
silk ties. The minimum quantity
for an overprinted polyester tie
is 25 and for a jacquard woven
tie, 36. We can supply you with
free artwork for a new design or
copy an existing tie. Details on
stripes, colours, textures, layouts,
etc. on our website:
wwuw.vista-ties.co.uk

Ring Debbie for help.
01903 266883

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES &
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS

(Select any Regiment or Corps)

PACE/RACING STICKS - 36” INDIAN ROSEWOOD
(SCREW FITTING) WITH CARRYING CASE, LEATHER
SWORD BAGS & KNOTS, TIES (REGIMENT or CORPS)

MILITARY MATTERS

7 WATERSIDE, GREENFIELD, SADDLEWORTH, OLDHAM OL3 7DP
TEL: 01457 877010 FAX: 01457 877010 EMAIL: military.matters@btopenworld.com

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army

c ARIc ATU REs ESCAPE TO CYPRUS

B Looking for a way to
Now listen here men, and you Pike. change yourlifestyle?
We have a reputation in the British Army Cyprus Lodge Homes is seeking

of producing soldiers of character )
and m)thfng portrays that better than a mature or early retired couple/
a caricature by Rick. We'll show single person to maintain a small
Jerry we’re not to be made fools of! lodge park near Limassol.

’ If - view the
—_
»\,./\\

Duties: general maintenance and
gardening duties, grass cutting and
assisting Lodge owners when
necessary. The position requires
on-site residency, so purchase of

a lodge is a requirement.
Remuneration is through a monthly
retainer and free site fees, with

the possibility to earn commission
on lodge sales.

i CIRCATURECOUK
e

T-SHIRTS

SWEATSHIRTS

POLO SHIRTS & MORE
Design/print/embroidery
to YOUR specification.

Printing garments for HV Forces
since ‘84 Ex Army owned

A ONE DESIGNS

55 Brook Street, Chester CH1 3DZ

Tel: 01244 311028

\ Email: aonedesigns@aol.com

With no set hours, this post
requires a long term commitment
and would suit those seeking a
permanent change of lifestyle.

For more details of this unusual
opportunity, please e-mail:
info@cyprus-lodgehomes.com
or telephone +357 99 195 091
www.cyprus-lodgehomes.com

J

I ] WINDSOR

MEDAL
MOUNTING

| SERVICES
MICHAEL JAY - -
Full size and Miniature medals.
CIVIL A0 MITTARY Court or swing mounted from £4.00 each
TAILORS

LOST MEDALS?

Our unbeatable WE CAN REPLACE

MESS DRESS

bid

We can also supply loose or Mounted
INCLUDES offer Miniature medals.

Loose supplied from

£5.00 each. I
© 14 day Make or Supplied and mounted ‘;,?..
E 4Shr EXPRESS from £11.00 each. 'y

¥ Lowest prices
¥ Best Fit

¥ Highest quality
Best payment terms

Ex Household Cavalry Ceremonial Tailor,
Master Tailor Qualified, 18 years experience.

We supply a vast range of
mess dress badges for all ranks

Local agent to measure in most arcas

[ Tel:01449 614602/604:fax ]

Email: info@michaeljaytailoring.com

TEL: 07786073060
or 01522 702254

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable

5 Tomo Business Park STOWMARKET Suffolk IP14 5EP

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £15.00

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £15.00 BRASS INSERTS £16.00
TIES AND BOWS £14.50 SWAGGER STICKS, CHROME & BLACK 24’ £16.00
CUFFLINKS AND TIE SLIDES FOR MOST LAPEL BADGES FOR MOST REGTS AND CORPS:
REGIMENTS AND CORPS £11.50 PINGAT JASA £3.00
BERETS: RED, GREEN, NAVY, BLACK, SAS, SPECIAL FORCES SUPPORT GROUP £3.00
LIGHT INFANTRY, MILITARY POLICE KHAKI, RA GREEN BERET & PARA RED BERET £3.00
DRAWCORD LEATHER HEADBAND £8.00 PARA CAP BADGE £3.00
GOLD DRESS CORDS FOR STANDARD £28.00 REGIMENTAL WALL PLAQUES £26.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £13.50 GILT PARA TIE SLIDES £6.00
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £34.50 LAPEL BADGES PARA BATTALIONS 1,2, 3 &4 £3.00
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £6.00 P&P £3.00 UP TO THE VALUE OF £30.00
WHITE MASONIC GLOVES WITH LOGO £7.50 £4.00 UP TO THE VALUE OF £50.00

LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £35.00 £6.00 FOR ORDERS ABOVE THIS AMOUNT

One off BLAZER BADGES a speciality at no extra charge. SEND FOR FREE LISTS
The Gold Wire Badge Co, 11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw, Oldham, Lancs OL2 8JT.
Telephone/Fax: 01706 846648 E-Mail: sal hegoldwirebadge.co.uk  www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

Navigation Training

Intensive 2-day courses in Map &
Compass work. Practical/Min Theory.
Small groups (4/5). Ex-Mil Instructor.

Acc incl.

A
i ) THIS PRICE
‘\0 T”SBMRTS INCLUDES:
o — ¢ The Artwork
* The Screen
¥ e The Shirts
* The Print

Contact Andrew 01974 821680 or
email brynderwen@tiscali.co.uk

www.screensprinting.co.uk

Tel: 01502 581010

DECEMBER2008 /7



Goodalls Tailors

Mess Uniforms

High Quality Made to Measure

m Full range of Dress Accessories,

Badges and Miniature Medals

o, FINANCE|
ABVAILA%E

purchased with your uniform

Braces & Bow ties ¢

Medals & Badges *

Service Dress & Blues *
Regimental Ties * Gloves ¢
Dress Shirts » Boots & Spurs *
NCO & Officer Mess Uniforms ¢

Tel: 0113 2889944

Butcher Lane, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 0DB

www.messkltonlme.co.uk
NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of Soldier Magazine cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any
advertisement or for any losses suffered as a result. Readers are strongly recommended
to make their own enquiries and seek appropriate commercial, legal and financial advice
before sending any money or entering into any legally binding agreement.
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GET THE 1

bob@tour—shlrts com TEL : 01256 841020

INJURED ON DUTY
IN THE LAST 3 YEARS?

: YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION
" Did you ‘know MOD Personnel have almost

exactly the same rights as civilian employees

NOTHING { 'qt_gject to taking full instructions

vJu"u’én ALL PETHERBRIDGE
==""BASSRA SOLICITORS

0044 1274 927 190

email: iagtar@petherbridgéilg'aj§§ra.com
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with YOUR personalised company or club motif.
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EMBROIDERED PATCHES ® BASEBALL CAPS
Incl: PulosmSweau & Rugbys, Jackets, Ama;'mg quality. hMT just 50 : ;IHEI?\.ITED T
Trousers, Overalls, Shorts & many more ree iron-on backing,

9 thread colours. Fast delivery. || ® ENAMEL BADGES

www.badges-direct.co.uk

EM BROIDERED GARME NTS

Online cata!og-ua avaulahla at & BLAZER BADGES

AT

Tel: 01436 842581 Fax: 01436 842854
wwvww.ensignmotifs.co_ ulk

Email: sales@ensignmotifs.co.uk
FULL COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST CALL FREEPHONE: 0800 328 4348
ENSIGN MOTIFS, Portkil Bay, Kilcreggan, Argyll, G84 OLF

] Q S UNIFORMS

from O. H. Hewett Ltd MADE TO MEASURE
MESS DRESS
SERVICE DRESS
Ties made to order in Nol DRESS
silk or polyester. S.B. BLAZERS

D.B. REGIMENTAL BLAZERS
SPORTS JACKETS AND TROUSERS
DINNER SUITS

For information regarding prices and
minimum quantities please contact:

O. H. Hewett Ltd at LOUNGE SUITS
21 Farncombe Street
Godalming, Surrey GU7 3AY 48hr or 2Week make up
Telephone: 01483 426917 MICHAEL JAY TAILORING
Fax: 01483 424810 5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET

SUFFOLK IP14 SEP

TEL:01449 614602/604:FAX
Email: info@michaeljaytailoring.com

‘Website: www.ohhewett.com
Email: enquiries@ohhewett.com

' MEDALS

* Replaced in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H 7HA
Tel: 020 7930 8836 Fax: 020 7930 1152
www.rdhmedals.com E-mail:rdhmedals@aol.com

THE NEW BRITISH FORCES AIRBORNE WEBBING

RONLYSET19599)
Serious Enquires to the EXCLUSIVE stockist,
DRAGON SUPPLIES
= Telephor‘!ﬁuo‘ 1206 854354

auu, Severalls Park
Colchester, Esux,m
ww.dmnmppliu.m uk

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army



- r‘~-
[ 1 | -
{4 I.

F (8 ’ .

- g »
stion | 9 on
Jirl Croft returns . !
to her tomh / "N ,
raiding roots -

» '

4

PR
.

- - /'
Canine capersin 7,
former-soldier's
debut publication )




80

Plenty of brawn and brains: Action man
Silvio Simac packs a lot of muscle into
his martial arts film roles and takes
on Jason Statham in Transporter 3,
released in UK cinemas on December 5

Champ martial artist Silvio Simac takes knockout role in Transporter 3

Interview: Samantha Chapman

Jet Li, having bones broken by

Jason Statham and trading blows in
the ring with Lennox Lewis must be a
painful way to earn a living.

Yet for tackwondo world champion
and Hollywood action man Silvio
Simac, it’s a privileged and hard-fought-
for way of life.

As an ardent fan of the Transporter
series of films, in which British actor
Jason Statham confirmed his global
fame, Simac leapt at the chance of a
role in the third high speed instalment.

Playing the villainous Mighty Joe
— the baddie’s right-hand henchman
— Simac put his muscles through
a workout against Statham’s lead
character in a high octane fight
sequence in the film’s opening scenes.

“Jason plays a getaway driver called
Frank who is now retired from his life
of crime and Mighty Joe is sent to ask
him to do one last job,” the 34-year-

FIGHTING with martial arts guru
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old tough guy told Soldier. “When I get
to his house, Jason’s character says he
doesn’t want to do the job and we get
into a fight where he leaves me with a
broken finger.

“I then chase after him and try to get
him to change his mind but he refuses.
When I take that message back to my
boss he is pretty annoyed and shoots me
in the head.”

The hugely successful action films
revolve around Frank Martin, a
man who transports packages of any
description for gangs — no questions
asked. Of course, it always goes wrong
and Martin ends up fighting his way out
of seemingly impossible situations.

Croatian-born Simac was in Paris
for two weeks to shoot his part. He
described the French production
company as efficient but secretive.

“It was the first time I’ve been given
just my scenes instead of the whole
script,” he said. “They were terrified
that the story was going to be leaked to
the press.”

Simac and Statham’s fight scene was
sequenced by Hong Kong director and
choreographer Corey Yuen of Lethal
Weapon 4 and Romeo Must Die fame.

“I thought it was going to be quite
hard for Jason,” admitted Simac. “I
have been doing martial arts for 22
years and he’d never done any, so I
was surprised when he picked it all up
really quickly. Jason’s a nice guy, very
approachable. He swears an awful lot
though. Luckily most people there were
French or Chinese so most of it got lost
in translation.”

The mix of languages from the
French production crew, Chinese
stuntmen and English-speaking actors
caused inevitable frustration on set.

“It was difficult because each one
would be saying something different.
There were so many languages and
translations it could be confusing.”

Yet Simac emphasised how he
enjoyed his time immensely after adding
another notch to his rapidly expanding
film experience.
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He has used his powerful body to
his advantage for silver screen roles
in Dead or Alive and Unleashed.
The latter marked an important
moment when he met Chinese
martial arts celebrity Jet Li and
encountered a spiritual side of the
notoriously disciplined actor.

“Jet Li was fantastic to work
with,” he enthused. “Our dressing
rooms were next door to each
other and I walked past a few times
and would catch him praying and
chanting to himself quite loudly.

I had to fight the urge to laugh
because it was a bit strange but he’s
very into his Buddhism. In fact he
inspired me to take up meditation,
which I have done over the past
few years so that I can focus on
whatever challenge I’'m taking on.”

Through his appreciation of
focus and discipline, and having
taught troops at the Military
Corrective Training Centre in
Colchester, Simac has a strong
affinity for the British Army.

“Teaching them was fantastic,”
said the taekwondo champ. “They
were like sponges — very keen to
learn. I felt like they got something
out of it which was rewarding. I
support what those guys do. They
go out to places like Afghanistan
and they do what is asked of them
day after day. They command a lot
of respect from me.” W
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THE MOST PROVOCATIVE AND
ING THRILLERS OF THE YEAR"
v &

Eden Lake, out to own
on DVD from January 5

SHOCKING. Decidedly intense
sequences will have you in
some discomfort. For those
with a moral compass, be
prepared for some staggering
scenes and remember it’s
only a movie. Director James
Watkins highlights some

of the more extreme, albeit
speculative, elements of

gang culture. What starts as
a romantic trip for Steve and
Jenny to the idyllic Eden Lake
soon turns sour when some
truly unruly teenagers steal
their belongings. A brutal
attack ensues when Steve
retaliates. Unpredictable?
Yes. Watchable? You tell me.
WO02 Andy Draper, AGC
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The Broken, in cinemas
from January 16

IF you break a mirror in this
film you won’t live long enough
to have seven years’ bad luck.
Writer-director Sean Ellis
(Cashback) has produced a
slick horror flick with a double
dose of Lena Headey (The
Sarah Connor Chronicles).
Emotionless clones spring
from the shards of broken
mirrors, offing the originals
with gruesome panache. Ten
out of ten for the shock factor
but it's a pity Ellis borrowed
so heavily from masterpieces
such as the 1956 Invasion

of the Body Snatchers and
Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho. A
promising plotline melts into
cheesy cliches.

Elite Squad, out to own
on DVD from January 19

WHEN Brazil’s police encounter
a problem they cannot handle,
they call for the Elite Squad.
These sadistic thugs shoot
first and ask questions later,
literally. And when they do
ask questions, it's done

with a plastic bag over the
suspect’s head. Yet they are
presented as heroes and
although they are undoubtedly
courageous, you have to
question whether what they
do is any sort of solution to
Brazil’s problems. Undeniably
exciting in places, the film is
profoundly depressing unless
your politics are somewhere
to the right of Mussolini.
Daniel King, MoD

“A POTENT MIX OF SEX, DRUGS
AND ESCALATING VIOLENCE"

*h kK

Donkey Punch, out to
own on DVD now

WHEN one of seven revellers
dies in a freak accident on
board a luxury yacht, how far
will the survivors go to hide
the truth? The bizarre plot,
centred around a drug-fuelled
party, has some amusing
moments, including a rude
boy engineer who thinks

he is Ali G. As events turn
foul and dispositions alter

to the extreme, everyone
seems far too eager to

kill. Oliver Blackburn’s

low budget Dead Calm for
British sun worshippers

may entertain those seeking
a pre-holiday horror flick.
LCpl Paul Thomas,

Int Corps

Somers Town, out to own
on DVD from January 12

THE plot follows two young
lads who are alienated by the
society in which they live.
One is a Polish immigrant
whose father is a heavy
drinker, the other a homeless
runaway from Nottingham.
They become friends when
they meet by chance in a cafe
and their relationship grows.
Shot mostly in black and
white, the film has a bit of an
art house feel. Unfortunately,
the scripting is poor and the
actors are not believable.
The film doesn’t really go
anywhere and it’s almost
impossible to empathise with
the characters. One to miss.
Cpl Dan Jones, Int Corps

At Last Smith and Jones,
out to own on DVD now

THIS two-disc set compiling
the best moments from Alas
Smith and Jones is pretty
lame stuff. The sketches
feature all the worst comedy
stereotypes of their time:
Nazis, skinheads, vicars,
newsreaders and spies. There
are the occasional flashes

of originality such as a Mike
Leigh pastiche, and the
special features are worth
watching, including four mini-
plays from the 1989 series /n
Small Doses which showcase
the duo’s acting talents. But
it’s hard to recommend buying
this set on that basis alone
unless you are a diehard fan.
Daniel King, MoD
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Lovely Lara: Tomb Raider Underworld
builds on one of the most successful
video game series of the last decade

Sexy sprite faces her most perilous quest ever in an all-new adventure

Preview: Samantha Chapman

donning her shorts and vest once

again in an all new gun-toting
adventure that takes place around — and
beneath — the globe.

The eighth game in the multi-
format series, Underworld is the third
of the titles to be developed by Crystal
Dynamics, who created the previous
games Legend and Anniversary.

The studio has been credited for
breathing new life into the series that,
along with Quake and Super Mario
64, laid the foundations for modern
three-dimensional gaming when it first
arrived 12 years ago.

And from the previews Soldier
sampled on Xbox 360, the Crystal
Dynamics team have not disappointed
with their latest efforts, delivering a
credible offering with richly detailed
locations and atmospheric music.

Taking Lara on a journey across the
world, the story begins with a mini-level

\’IRTUAL pin-up girl Lara Croft is
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where she is trapped inside her burning
Croft Manor home and the player must
negotiate her past precarious beams and
collapsing walls.

“We wanted to grab people quickly
with an unexpected environment,”
explained Crystal Dynamics creative
director Eric Lindstrom. “It’s basically
a training section of the game before it
starts for real.

“When you get underway, you find
that Lara has received information
on an ancient city that needs to be
explored. The environments are much
larger now. We wanted them to be
more open to allow more exploration
on the player’s part. There are lots of
areas where we have experimented and
added new objects which players must
discover how to use in order to solve the
problems they encounter.

“Tomb Raider is about aspirations,
discovery, danger and the feeling you
get when exploring new places. We
spent a lot of time making sure we
encapsulated that experience.”

As the adventure unfolds, Lara comes
into contact with some mythical objects
which make her the focus of attention
from unsavoury characters and land her
in deeper trouble.

Thankfully, the action girl’s skill
set has dramatically improved since
her last outing, with 1,700 different
moves in her repertoire. She is also a
more intuitive character to control —
by dropping an arm while clinging to
a rock face she indicates that there is
another ledge to leap onto. She pushes
aside bushes with one or two hands
depending on whether she’s carrying
a gun and a new weather system
dramatically changes the environment.
If it is raining she could easily slip from
a ledge, making life more dangerous.

However, Lara has the edge with
state-of-the-art gear, including a device
that emits a pulse to build a virtual
map of the surrounding landscape. She
also has a multi-purpose grapple — a
claw-like tool with a cable designed for
climbing and manipulating objects.
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Alongside Lara’s trademark
pistols is a tranquilliser gun, which
is perfect for the ferocious Thai
tigers that only relent after being
shot continually in the face. For
adrenalin junkies, an all-terrain
bike provides a dash of testosterone
with its ability to handle glaciers
and jungle floors.

“People always ask me how much
of Tomb Raider is combat versus
puzzles versus exploration and it’s
hard to answer with Underworld,
because we engineered it so all
three of the elements fit together,”
said Lindstrom.

“It can be whatever you want.
You can find combat or concentrate
on the puzzles. We wanted to give
adventurers a lot to compete in.”

There is certainly something
for everyone. If you get stuck on
the puzzles there are task bars to
call on for hints that are useful if
you simply want to find the next
creature to blast away.

With Lara’s new acrobatic
abilities and all manner of foreign
objects and spaces to challenge the
grey matter, Underworld offers a
slick gaming experience.

In the wake of a plethora of first-
person shooters out this Christmas,
this should excite those who want
to exercise their brains as well as
hosing down any bad guys who
stray into their sights. M
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Guitar Hero: World Tour,
Xbhox 360

SOLDIER had heard the hype
about Guitar Hero but had
never played the game until
now. And we are proud to
announce that we have been
well and truly converted by
the outstanding World Tour.
Would-be axemen can now
play bass and lead on special
Xbox-friendly instruments,
while drummers can work
up a sweat with the custom
kit. Players have to follow

a colour coded fretboard to
stay on time and in tune and
are booed off stage if they
stray. With bands including
Metallica contributing to

the playlist, this a must for
console metalheads.

based on @ true story

* *
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Brathers in Arms: Double
Time, Wii

RELEASED to coincide with
the launch of the latest
Brothers in Arms instalment,
the two previous games in the
series have been remastered
for the Nintendo Wii. The
Road to Hill 30 and Earned in
Blood were both outstanding
titles in their original Xbox
format and have stood the
test of time exceptionally
well. Players can now use the
Wii-Mote to issue commands,
throw grenades and engage
in combat. Brothers in Arms
is a fantastic trilogy, with
historical and emotional
depth. And in a market awash
with Second World War titles,
that is no mean feat.

Golden Axe, Xbox 360

DECENT graphics and an
endless supply of gore will
not be enough to save this
highly mediocre title from the
bargain buckets of games
shops in a few months. The
gameplay alternates between
tortuous complexity and
mundane key bashing, the
level design is old fashioned
and dull, the story is less than
engaging and the characters
are reminiscent of the games
from a previous decade.
Golden Axeis unlikely to
appeal to many hardened
gamers of today and within
ten minutes of playing this
title it is easy to see why this
is the case.

Maj Neil Powell, AGC

Far Cry 2, Xbox 360

FAR Cry quickly achieved cult
status when it appeared on
the Xbox three years ago. The
story of an ex-marine who
achieves feral powers while
marooned on a Pacific island
was the best first-person
shooter of the time. The
sequel, which is set in sub-
Saharan Africa, is an altogether
different affair with no
supernatural element, although
it is still visually stunning.
Players are this time placed

in a sprawling, open-world
environment and charged with
hunting down a ruthless arms
dealer. Far Cry 2is a sound
game but suffers from some
long and tedious periods of
player inactivity.

Dead Space, Xbox 360,
PS3 & PC

| SAMPLED the PC version

of Dead Space and, while it

is clearly yet another console
import, it is an entirely
credible offering, set off by
some enhanced visuals.

Set in a creepy, deep space
environment reminiscent of
the Alien films, players can
employ strategy to dismember
their opponents but must be
prepared for some shocking
moments along the way. For
those familiar with Gears of
Warthis terrific, atmospheric
offering will bring tears of joy,
but for those hardcore Call of
Duty players, be aware that
this is not a straight actioner.
W02 Andy Draper, AGC

House of the Dead
Overkill, Wii

AFTER two of the original
House of the Dead arcade
games were converted to the
Wii earlier in the year, Sega

has given Soldier an early look
at the first title in the series to
be written especially for the
console. And if the previews are
anything to go by, it looks to

be a definite winner. As in the
original coin-op games, players
must take up their trusty
sidearm and take down an army
of zombies. New features in
Overkillinclude a refreshed cast
of characters plus additional
weapons, including a machine
gun, to dispense with the
undead. Overkillis set to be
released in early 2009.
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FORLSANTIPOTES

Pony club: Yannis Philippakis races his
herd of Jack Bevan, Edwin Congreave,
Jimmy Smith and Walter Gervers to
the winning post with debut album and
Soldier reviewer favourite Antidotes

Thoroughbreds

2008

Foals hit winning stride galloping their fast tracks to the top of the charts

Interview: Karen Thomas

the field of British breakthrough

acts this year has not fazed the
slightly leftfield Foals with their new
breed of “weird pop” music.

The band’s live gigs grabbed the
attention of local radio stations and
national airplay of single Cassius placed
them on the winners’ podium. Their
debut album, Anzidotes, leapt out of the
starting gate and raced to number three
in the charts.

Headed up by lead vocalist Yannis
Philippakis, the fivesome are revelling
in the attention. BBC Radio 1 D] Jo
Whiley invited the Oxford lads into her
exclusive Live Lounge. Later With Fools
Holland snapped them up for a hot TV
spot, as did Never Mind The Buzzcocks.

“In terms of playing it has been
more intense than it’s ever been. We’ve
noticed a different kind of scrutiny.
The shows are busier now because
there’s bigger exposure so more people

B EING odds-on favourite to lead
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are hearing about us, which is great,”
Philippakis told Soldier, as he described
the band’s sound that has been labelled
post-punk dance.

“It’s just weird pop music that tries
to not be pop music. We try and make
it accessible and it isn’t just being
some avant garde cult band but, at the
same time, we try to bring in different
influences. It’s largely because we have
small attention spans. I call it attention
deficiency music.”

Born in the summer of 2006, Foals
are a hybrid of friends from school and
university. Philippakis joined forces with
childhood buddy Jack Bevan and fellow
Oxford University dropout Edwin
Congreave. School mates Jimmy Smith
and Walter Gervers split from their
band to make the five Foals.

The influences on their new brand
of music range from Talking Heads to
Nirvana with some techno thrown into
the mix. And just as the musicians and
their stylised sound fell into place, so
did the snappy name.

“A friend came up with it and we
just liked the word because there’s
something naive about it. It doesn’t
really give away what the band sounds
like. And my second name means ‘little
friend’ in Greek so it seemed like fate.”

Philippakis attributed their solidity
under the new pressures of heightened
fame to the long history of friendship
and shared ideals. Having stuck
together as either the class geeks or the
naughty boys, the lads were never part
of the school cool set. And the mischief
continues when on tour.

“Our priority is making music
because we enjoy playing instruments
together and having fun. Touring is
like a school trip gone wrong without
anyone in charge. We’re just totally
disorganised and we’re pretty immature.
We don’t really like to go to bed early
and so things happen,” the lead singer
and guitarist laughed, admitting that
Foals could be trouble.

“I don’t want to drink herbal tea and
it would be easy to just sit in and watch

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army



films but I think it’s better to go out
and do something in the cities and
experience the sangria.”

Foals sampled the local delights
of the USA, Japan and Canada
before they returned to their
homeland for the summer festival
season. Lapping up the limelight
at Reading, Leeds and the Isle of
Wight, they put the winning seal
on their bid to be Britain’s hottest
music tip this year.

“If you’re at a certain stage in
terms of how well you’re known,
festivals are the kind of things that
can really help. If you play to a
busy tent it’s the equivalent of two
or three weeks’ worth of touring
for a young band. In terms of the
exposure you get, it’s amazing.

“I’m not a big fan of festivals
and I never really went to any, but
for a band I think they’re really fun
and they challenge you to play to a
bigger audience.”

As more punters put their money
on the hot-to-trot ponies, a huge
fan base is gathering momentum.
Soldier reviewer Sgt Charlie Lloyd
has already placed his bet on Foals
being first past the post.

With Anwidotes set as the
soundtrack to some frenzied
partying and explosive live
performances, the fivesome are sure
to stretch their comfortable lead on
the 2009 new band racetrack. M
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Reviewers’ choice — pick of 2008 and 2009

Rage Against the
Machine (live)

THE live music circuits had
another huge year with many
great bands performing in
front of crowds ranging from
a couple of hundred to a
couple of hundred thousand,
and 2008 saw some amazing
rock acts. Rage Against the
Machine and Metallica both
stole the show at this year’s
Reading and Leeds festivals
and the Foo Fighters sold
out two nights at Wembley
Stadium, accommodating
the legendary Jimmy Page
and John Paul Jones. Next
year promises to be just as
grand with the return of AC/
DC and what we hope will

be an inevitable reunion

tour from Led Zeppelin.

Cpl Ray Kalaker,

RETDU (B)

Beverley Craven (live)

MUSICALLY, 2009 will be
the year of desperation
with plenty of songs about
how hard life is. Expect the
likes of Radiohead, Happy
Mondays and Oasis to
whine about making ends
meet. Having said that, |
look forward to Beverley
Craven releasing her new
album, and hopefully
taking her UK tour to some
intimate venues that will
complement her subtlety. |
also hope Underworld see
fit to get some more studio
offerings out for sale and
that we finally get a world
tour from them. What about
some new work from artists
who have been quiet for a
while? Maybe it’s time for
Leftfield to make a return.
Lt Jim Berry, 1 R Irish

e

Dig Out Your Soul (Oasis)

IT has been a year of the old
and the new. Qasis made a
storming return to top form
with their new album Dig Out
Your Soul. A throwback to
the heady days of Britpop and
their debut album Definitely
Maybe, it showcases the vocal
talents and songwriting skills
of the Gallagher brothers
delivering a mix of punchy
rock and roll and melodies.
Young pretenders the Ting
Tings heralded an exciting new
musical direction. A terrific
number one debut album, We
Started Nothing, spawned
some superb and catchy
singles that lit up the charts
and dancefloors nationwide.
[f 2008 is anything to go by,
2009 could be one of the best
years for a long, long time.
SSgt Mo Morris, 3 LSR, RLC

Foals (live)

FIRST a well-deserved
mention for The Verve and
The Last Shadow Puppets
who released excellent
albums, Forthand The Age of
the Understatement, this year.
Best of 2008 for me, though,
was Foals. This band’s debut
album Antidotes had elements
of ska, funk, punk, dance

and much more, combining
to make a unique sound.

The rawness and energy of
their live performances were
stunning. One to listen out
for next year is Mongrel, a
hybrid of Reverend and the
Makers, Arctic Monkeys

and Babhyshambles plus

the newest talent from

UK rap. The demos | have
heard from their debut, due
early 2009, are first-class.
Sgt Charlie Lloyd, RLC

Black Ice (AC/DC)

AMY Winehouse finally
had to “go to rehab’ and
we all sang “go, go, go”
because 2008 had almost
been characterised by the
sheer lack of scandal in the
music industry. But then
how can you criticise a year
in which the now-aging
rockers AG/DC brought out
a new album, Black Ice?
The advancing years may
be limiting the quantity (and
the pace) of the Australian
legends’ music, but never
the quality. Coupled with
new album release Only
by the Night from Kings of
Leon, the last 12 months
have been saved from utter
obscurity and made into a
classic. Here’s praying they
cut The X Factorin 2009.
Capt David Greaves, REME

The Seldom Seen Kid
(Elbow)

THIS year’s highlight was
without doubt Elbow’s sonic-
tacular The Seldom Seen

Kid. Having only recently
discovered this band, | was
blown away by the amazing
marriage of lyrical and
melodic hooks. Flavours
range from Pink Floyd-esque
journeys into unknown worlds
to the dreaminess of Athlete,
to all out anthemic eruptions
akin to early Embrace
numbers. | can’t wait for Red
Hot Chili Peppers axeman
John Frusciante’s tenth solo
effort The Empyrean, on which
he has recruited band-mate
Flea and the legendary Smiths
guitarist Johnny Marr, which
is set for release in January.
Cpl Tom Robinson,

151 Tpt Regt, RLC
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One man and his dog: Former red cap
John Donoghue, above, and Barney,
right, the star of Shakespeare, My Butt!

Soldier-turned-author lifts Christmas spirits with free copies of canine caper

Shakespeare, My Butt! by John Donoghue
(www.marsupialelvis.com, paperback, £9.99).

Review: Samantha Chapman

tale of a life less ordinary —
Shakespeare, My Butt! does exactly
what it says on the tin.

It doesn’t pretend to be the next
literary phenomenon but the author’s
generous use of observational humour
makes it the perfect break from reality
— a real page-turner where you never
know quite what to expect.

Welsh-born former soldier and sailor
John Donoghue is now a serving police
officer and says he wrote the book to
give his daughter Bethan, now 15, an
insight into her father’s life.

“I started writing about five years ago
as I had a ten-year-old daughter who I
thought would be impressed by having
a dad who used to be in the Army and
Navy,” explained a rueful Donoghue.

“But it turns out that as I wasn’t a
pop star she wasn’t interested. It was

AFREEWHEELING, meandering
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my family and friends who encouraged
me to get it published after reading it
— and now it’s on the ‘must-read’ list at
Borders. I’'m absolutely delighted.”

The central theme of the book
revolves around Donoghue buying
a black Labrador puppy called
Barney — who bizarrely has a missing
toe — and training him with Bethan’s
studious help. His observations and
madcap ideas make for an amusing
read particularly when he lists the Ten
Commandments for a dog, which he
expects Barney to follow.

Random digressions of his life
experiences include travelling around
obscurely named towns in Britain — try
Intercourse and Blubberhouses for
size; his thoughts on the differences
between Protestants and Catholics —
one lives with guilt and the other in
caravans; and a strange moment when
some ants get humiliated.

Donoghue began his Army career
with the Royal Anglians before
transferring to join the Royal Military
Police. “I was digging a ditch one day

and saw a Land Rover roll past with
a group of RMPs resting their elbows
on the side,” he said. “I immediately
thought ‘that’s where I want to be’.”

The ex-captain frequently refers back
to his military days in the book and said
the Armed Forces are still very much in
his thoughts. “I served during the Cold
War days and there was a lot of money
spent on the Forces then. The barracks
were always full with new recruits. It
was a good time to be in the military.
I have a lot of respect for everybody in
the Forces. There are more deployments
now than we ever experienced.”

For the past two years Donoghue
has donated 500 books to the military
charity Support Our Soldiers (SOS),
which distributes them to troops serving
overseas during the festive season.

“Christmas is a difficult time for
people to be away and I hope that the
soldiers can find some enjoyment from
reading the book. These charities are
invaluable,” he said.

“I was deployed over Christmas
when there were tensions between

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army



Iraq and Iran and there were no
mobile phones then and we didn’t
receive any presents. My girlfriend
at the time sent me a chocolate
advent calendar which I received
in February, by which time all the
chocolate had melted and didn’t
taste so good.”

Donoghue is also involved in a
global phenomenon called book
crossing — an online network of
people who leave books lying in
public places for other people to
read. A label with a unique tracking
number and the book crossing
website address is stuck onto the
cover and the finder is encouraged
to read it and write a review before
passing it along.

“It’s a good way of recycling
books and it’s great to see what
people think of your work,” he
explained. “There are around two
million books registered. I’ve left
books locally in Darlington and
they’ve ended up in the States.”

So how does Donoghue feel
about people dipping into his life
and thoughts, which are so clearly
laid out for the baying public?

“At first it was quite odd,”
he said. “You’re really opening
yourself up and you don’t know
what people are going to think so
it’s a strange feeling. But everyone I
know who’s read it has enjoyed it so
I’'m very pleased with that.” H
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Messenger of Death
by David Buttery

CHRONICLING the life

and career of Louis Nolan
from childhood through

to his death during the
infamous Charge of The
Light Brigade at Balaklava,
Messenger of Death delves
into the controversy which
surrounded the captain’s last
fateful act. The book takes a
refreshingly subjective look
at Nolan avoiding the usual
mud-slinging which normally
goes hand-in-hand with the
actions that sent the Light
Brigade to its doom. Highly
recommended for those who
enjoy an impartial take on
military history.

Cpl Dan Jones, Int Corps
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TANGKENIGHT

Companion to the Anglo-
Zulu War by lan Knight

THE events of the Zulu War
occupy a unique place in
British Army history. lan
Knight is a leading authority
on the campaigns conducted
by both armies and with
this title has compiled an
extremely detailed and
comprehensive reference
book that encompasses
every aspect of the short
and bloody war. The book’s
chapters are well illustrated
with clear maps and
contemporary photographs.
| have to say that this is
much more than just a
reference book; it is also a
fascinating read.

Maj Mike Peters, AAC

Gaaain e
4 Undefeate
Thi
Lt.

clly

Philip Bujak

Undefeated by Philip Bujak

WHO was Lt Col Jack
Sherwood Kelly? A little-
known officer who had a
less than impressive foray
into politics on the back of a
V/C won at Cambrai in 1917,
and an Army career in tatters
following indiscreet and
indisciplined conduct over
the White Russian issues

of 1919. It doesn’t seem
much to write home about,
let alone be the basis for a
book, but the story of this
giant of a man is captivating
when told in Bujak’s honest
and incisive style. A must
read for anyone remotely
interested in the British
military and its leaders.
Capt David Greaves, REME

NORMANDY

BREACHING THE ATLARTIC WALL

Normandy: Breaching
the Atlantic Wall by
Dominique Francois

THE lavish beauty of this
book cannot be overstated.
Using rare and previously
unseen photographs it tells
the story of D-Day and

the break out battles that
followed. Although it is to be
recommended to anyone with
an interest in photographic
history, potential purchasers
should be aware of two
slight flaws. Firstly, there

is an over reliance on the

US involvement in the
campaign and, secondly, the
written history is relatively
weak. Nevertheless this is

a truly magnificent book.
Maj Neil Powell, AGC

CLOSED DOORS

Behind Closed Doors
by Laurence Rees

IF you missed the TV series
of the same name and have
an interest in strategic
relationships during the
Second World War this

book is a must. Aimed at

a predominantly academic
audience, the central message
is that the Soviets were as
morally flawed as the Nazis
and that the Allies’ cause
was undermined by their
association with them. While
recognising that the choices
for an alternate strategy were
limited, Rees uses first-hand
accounts to detail the murky
relationship between Stalin,
Roosevelt and Churchill.

Maj Neil Powell, AGC

+

WESTERN
FRONT

An Officer’s Manual of the
Western Front compiled by
Dr Stephen Bull

| GUARANTEE that this
compilation of extracts

from contemporary training
manuals will change

your perception of the
British Army’s tactics and
training during the Great
War. Everything from the
employment of machine
guns in the attack to battle
PT games for troops in

the trenches is covered in
this handy pocket book. If
you’re planning a battlefield
study, this is a rich source of
information that will aid you in
generating comparisons with

today’s tactics and technology.

Maj Mike Peters, AAC
DECEMBER 2008
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CHRISTMAS AND
NEW YEAR SPECIAL

Spend £200* or more and

recieve a 10% Discount Voucher.

The Voucher can be used
anytime during 2009™*

* Excluding VAT and carriage
*“* One Voucher Per Order
This special offer
will end 31st Jan 2009

Telephone/fax or visit our website
for our free brochure
Logo Leisurewear, 111 Hubert Rd, Selly Oak,
Birmingham B29 6ET = ®
Tel: 0121 472 5300 Fax: 0121 472 8017 J \ i O O

Email: sales@e-logo.co.uk
Website: www.e-logo.co.uk
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Challenge

THE BIGGEST MEN'S SIZE 12 -19 FOOTWEAR COLLECTION

M Sports W Formal M Smart W Casual W Work Boots W Tall Clothing

Currently recruiting
JSMEL award
holders and jungle

¥ instructors to lead

www.world-challenge.co.uk 7
leaderinfo@world-challenge.co.uk

Order online now at www.walktell.co:uk
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Young pretender: LCpl

Kalem Hicks has made a big
impression in his first season
with the RLC enduro team
Picture: Graeme Main

.. High hopes for
RLG’s enduro
protege Hicks

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army
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Young pretende

or evolving loggie enduro team

Interviews: Sep en Tyler
Picture: Graeme Main

ITH an unrivalled enduro racing

pedigree, mercurial motorcyclist

SSgt Jack Johns’ upcoming
retirement from competitive riding will
rob Team RLC of its biggest talent.

The senior NCO finally steps out of the
saddle in the new year after a career that
has brought a haul of seven world enduro
silver medals and scores more British

and Services’ titles as well as injuries
: to almost every part of his body.
E -, Luckily for the loggies,

. . the team has a young
pretender revving his
engine and ready

to explode into

LY
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action on the big stage. LCpl Kalem Hicks
has only been riding competitively for two
years, hut his flashes of biking brilliance
have convinced Johns that the team is in
good hands.

“The first time | saw him | knew he
would be able to make the step up,”
Johns told SoldierSport during a Team
RLC training session in Abingdon. “He
reminds me of myself 10 or 15 years
ago and he has everything about him to
suggest he will get better and better.

“There’s a way the body works on a
bike. It’s a fine art, but Hicks has the
knack. There are still things that I'm
doing that he is not confident at, but I've
been doing them for years and years.”

The foundations for Hicks’ talent were
put in place at the age of six when he
and his father rode their bikes in the hills
around his Pontypool home.

Although motocross hecame his
passion, it was not until he
joined the Army that Hicks
made the step across into
competitive racing after
signing up for Team RLC.

Even a deployment on
Op Herrick 8 couldn’t
dampen the young
soldier’s enthusiasm for biking
and the Welshman displayed
his dedication to enduro racing
by arranging his rest and
recuperation period to coincide
with the Welsh two-day enduro.
The multi-stage, 300-mile
event attracted 400 entrants,
including a large Armed
Forces contingent, and Hicks
excelled to win the Best
Service Clubman award.

“l went to Afghanistan so
obviously couldn’t ride, but |
was training for P-Company so
my fitness was good,” he said.

“When | came back | did some
" training and went straight into
the competition. | was happy to
~come third in my class, but | would
~have been disappointed if | had
finished any lower.” - Y=
- With an Army competition class title -

already under his belt, Hicks is now
concentrating on moving up the rankings
in the clubman class in which he races.

Mechanical problems blighted his first
competitive season in 2007, but Hicks
is confident that a combination of better
luck and Johns’ stewardship will propel
him to greater success.

“The first year did not go very well,”
said Hicks, who competes on a Yamaha
YZ 125. “My bike blew up in one race,
but it has been going better this season.

“My goal is to win the clubman class
and then get into the Army team. Jack is
helping me to progress by showing me
the correct technical way to do things.”

The rise and rise of Hicks reflects the
general improvement of Team RLC.

Starting with just three riders, it has
become a near-professional outfit with as
much emphasis on the behind-the-scenes
support as there is on the competitors.

Yamaha dealer Ride MX
supplies the team’s bikes
and further sponsorship
from energy drinks company
H30 and digital video firm
VeeCam, which provides
riders with on-board
cameras to record training

videos, highlights the stature of the Team
RLC brand.

Great Britain MX1 Championship
professional Ashley Thomas helps out
at training sessions and LCpl Deborah
Kerr (RLC), a successful enduro racer on
the civilian circuit, has signed up as the
team’s first female rider.

Despite his impending competitive
retirement, Johns intends to help
continue pushing the loggies forward
after he hangs up his helmet.

“I have been involved since 1993 and
the professional image that we have built
up since then is incredible,” he said.
“The guys realise that they are not just
pushing a bike around a muddy field, they
are actually.part of a team.” -

Team RLC are looking for new
members with previous enduro
experience. For more information, emall

- teamrlcenduro@me com
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Every one of our advanced military watches
is equipped with tritium illumination, which
can be instantly read in all light conditions.
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Swiss movements, high grade solid stainless
steel cases, double-locking bracelet clasps,
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Picture: Roger Thompson

On the rampage: Capt Mark Lee (AGC) watches as Pte Joe Kava (RLC) charges through the Baa-Baas defence during the Combined Services’ 33-14 defeat

Barbarians overcome Combined Services in Remembrance Day match

Report: Roger Thompson

seven players with Six Nations

or Rugby World Cup experience
avenged their 2007 Remembrance Day
match defeat with a 33-14 win over the
Combined Services at Plymouth.

Three tries inside ten minutes showed
that the most famous rugby club in the
world were bent on achieving victory
without sacrificing their reputation for
stylish play.

ABARBARIANS squad featuring

from the most difficult of angles to
reach 14 points each at the break.
After half time both packs decided
to get on with the game. The Services’
warrior classes were led onto the
front foot by Army props LCpl Chris
Budgen (R Welsh) and LCpl Melvyn
Lewis (WGQG), probably one of the most
underrated players on the circuit.
Hooker LCpl Matt Dwyer (WG), a
new Army cap in 2008, made it clear
he has the pedigree to excel at this level
and beyond, while Capt

Baa-Baas flanker Vasco £ We wilnesserl @ Rob Scothern (AGC), the
Uva, who represented - former Army flanker who
Portugal in the 2007 World game of '_n_lsseu replaced Dwyer in the
Cup, touched down after opportunities’ second half, showed he had

four minutes. Royal Navy

wing Josh Drauninui, currently with
Exeter Chiefs, levelled the scores three
minutes later, with both tries being
converted. It was certainly a period of
rapid fire among the backs, but up front
the forwards gave extra power in the
tackle and were uncompromising at the
break-down.

Following a typical Baa-Baas second
try, Drauninui’s elusive running enabled
fly half Matt Rhodes (RN) to touch
down. Dave Pascoe (RN) converted

SOLDIER - Magazine of the British Army

lost little of his enthusiasm
and pace with a committed display.

In the back row Army skipper Capt
Mark Lee (AGC) was having one of his
best games in a Services’ shirt and was
a candidate for Man of the Match. Pte
Joe Kava (RLC) plundered the Baa-
Baas defence from number eight with
some thumping runs from set pieces.

The final quarter saw both sides
prosper on the back of bold decisions
and quick hands. In a territorially-
balanced game, the Baa-Baas managed

to position themselves to fire a couple
of crucial silver bullets and Welsh
international wing Chris Czekej
(Cardiff Blues) created an outside arc
from 50m to score near the corner.

At 21-14 down, the Services
responded with all-out attack.
Drauninui ran powerfully only for the
move to flounder metres from the line.
LCpl Maccu Koroiyadi (RE) launched
into the Baa-Baas defence but he lacked
the close support that was vital to get
him across the line or recycle the ball.

The final result of 33-14 told a
story of what might have been, a fact
emphasised by Army coach WO2 Andy
Price (WGQG).

“Excitement was important, but
we witnessed a game of missed
opportunities,” he said. “We bombed
chances when we could and should
have turned the game in our favour.”

Pte Apo Satala (R Scots) and
Drauninui had to go looking for action
while a couple of turnovers gifted the
Baa-Baas two late tries.

Those who wore the Royal British
Legion poppy gave a good account of
themselves in a fine match played for an
even better cause. M
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EIGHT-FOOT waves provided a befitting
battleground for 25 competitors at

the 2008 Army Surf Championships at
Penhale Corner, north Cornwall.

The challenging conditions provided
some excellent riding opportunities and
Sgt Al Hayes (Infantry) took full advantage
to edge out Cpl Steve Goodson (KRH) and
claim the bodyboarding title.

Fast and aggressive surfing from W02
Dave Cox (APTC) earned the senior NCO
bragging rights in the shorthoard contest.
A strong display from Cpl Paul 0’'Dwer
(RE) earned the sapper second place.

And with the surf getting livelier by the
minute, Cpl Tharren Lewis (PWRR) found
a rip 100m along the beach to putina
title-winning performance, propelling him
past SSgt Steve Webber (REME) who had
led until the final few waves. H

WO Army boxers stepped on to the
international stage as England lost
to an experienced Wales team.

Cpl James Allen (16 Regt RA) was
named as captain and was joined by
LCpl Steve Turner (3 UK Div Sig Regt)
at Glamorgan County Cricket Ground
as the two nations squared off at senior
level for the first time since 1976.

Allen fell behind early on in his 56kg
bout with Andrew Selby after failing to
avoid some of the Welshman’s punches.

The military man rediscovered his
form in the second period, catching
Selby with some well-timed shots. Two
powerful right hands from Allen in the
third round forced Selby onto the back

The Army netball team put an exotic cap
on its 2007/08 season hy travelling to St
Lucia to compete in the prestigious Helen
of the West tournament.
As well as taking on the cream of
the Caribbean en route to a sixth-place
finish, the Army squared up to the Royal
Air Force in an enthralling end-to-end
encounter that the aviators edged 39-37.
The squad is now building towards
March’s Inter-Services championships as
it attempts to retain its 2008 title.
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foot, but the Army boxer paid for his
slow start with a battling 17-12 loss.
The seventh bout pitted LCpl Turner
against Welsh captain Lewis Rees in the
64kg category. Rees attacked from the
front foot, but Turner (pictured right)
landed some telling counter shots.
With his confidence rising, Turner
settled into his stride and dished out
combination shots to Rees’s head and
body to further stretch his lead.
The home boxer tried to recover
in round three and scored a couple
of points, but Turner was too far in
front and the winning score of 20-6
highlighted the gulf in class between the
two men on the night. M

SPORT SHORTS

A PAIR of fitness-fanatic senior NCOs will be
putting their muscles to the test by taking on a
24-hour gym challenge to raise money for Help
for Heroes.

Sgt Danny Watson and Sgt Chris Gibbs will
be doing seven pull-ups and seven dips every
minute for 24 hours during the endurance test,
which takes place at ATR Bassingbourn on
December 11 and 12.

To sponsor the powerful pair, who had raised
more than £1,000 by the end of November, visit
www.justgiving.com/dannygibboaptc

ARMY athletes sprung into action to
clinch five medals at the Great Britain
Diving Federation winter master
championships at Tunbridge Wells.

Gold medals were won by W02 Dave
Cox (APTC), Sgt Jim Marke (APTC), LCpl
Rob Hunter (R Welsh) and Cfn Graham
Lorimer (REME), while SSgt Amanda
Prentice (RLC) claimed a silver.

The Service side has now been
approached to compete in next year’s
Dutch Masters competition. W
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Great escape: Bournemouth manager Jimmy Quinn has enlisted Army help in his bid to overturn the south coast club’s 17-point League Two deduction

Tough military training gets League Two club off to winning FA Cup start

the military in their attempts to
overcome a 17-point deficit in the
Football League’s basement division.
The south coast side joined
Rotherham and Luton Town in negative
figures after entering administration
during the 2007/08 season in which
they were relegated from League One.
New manager Jimmy Quinn spotted
the need for team spirit immediately
after joining the club one month into
the new campaign and was quick to
sign his squad up to a boot camp run
by Army football team boss Maj Steve
Jackson (R Signals) at ATR Pirbright.

AFC Bournemouth have turned to

DECEMBER 2008

The training camp paid immediate
dividends as the Cherries won their
next game, an FA Cup tie against
League One side Bristol Rovers, by a
solitary goal.

Assistant manager Jason Tindall
told SoldierSport: “It was a fantastic
experience. The time and effort that the
Army put in for us was first-class and
we have undoubtedly benefited from
their help.”

The Cherries, who included former
infantryman Lee Bradbury among their
number, were put through a series of
command tasks before getting in some
on-pitch training.

Maj Jackson said: “Getting them
together to see what Army life is all
about helped get rid of any fears.”

Although Bournemouth followed
up their FA Cup performance with a
disappointing 3-0 defeat at Accrington
Stanley, Tindall believes the club is
heading in the right direction.

“If you plan an attack on the football
pitch or in battle and somebody lets you
down, that person is letting the whole
team down,” he said. “The principles
are very similar. We have picked up
a few good results and we are trying
to keep that up by bringing everyone
together to fight in the same corner.” W
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Rugby League squad conquers all Down Under

Report: Stephen Tyler

HE Combined Services Rugby

League team defeated Australia in

their own back yard to claim the
2008 Defence Forces World Cup title.

Great Britain, who included seven
Army players in their 17-man squad,
took an early lead against the home side
at Sydney Football Stadium and saw
off a late Australian charge to claim an
historic 26-16 win.

Captained by Army stalwart Sgt Sean
Fanning (RAMC), the squad joined the
national wheelchair team in claiming
overall glory at the championships,
which were run in parallel with the
Rugby League World Cup.

England Rugby Football League
executive chairman

Defence Force gave the Services squad
a perfect start.

The 36-26 final score was eclipsed in
the second encounter in which Great
Britain thrashed a beleaguered Papua
New Guinea 84-6.

A win for Australia against New
Zealand allowed the Wallabies to move
to the top of the table, but their time
at the summit was short lived as Great
Britain beat them 36-16.

A confidence-boosting 40-20 win
over the Cook Islands sent Great
Britain — including Army men Cpl Ceri
Cummings (REME), LCpl Rob Kama
(AGC), LCpl Mosese Matau (RE),

Sgt Dave Goddard (RE), LCpl Tim

Tamani (REME) and Cpl Ben Taylor

(REME) - into a final rematch against
the Australians.

Rwdlevipuied ¢ These players fave e KonlA Fores
winning teams. renresenleu “Ieir the game’s first points
cveryone at the. countries with Soon adaed a ty and
RFL I would like greal distinction ’ conversion. Britain’s

to congratulate the

England wheelchair and Great Britain
Armed Forces teams on their fantastic
achievements,” he said.

“Both teams have done superbly well
to travel out to Australia and win every
game despite gruelling schedules.

“We are very proud of these players
who have represented their countries
with great distinction.”

While the Great Britain first team
flattered to deceive in the main
tournament, losing to Australia and
New Zealand in the group stages
before crashing out to the Kiwis in the
knockout rounds, the Armed Forces
contingent looked strong throughout.

A fast-paced opening match against
the highly-fancied New Zealand

opponents replied with
a penalty of their own before another
Wood penalty opened a four-point lead
at half time.

Kama and Tamani both scored at the
start of the second period to extend
the lead to 20-4, but some scrappy
defensive play allowed the Wallabies to
reduce the deficit to just four points.

With time running out, Navy prop
Jamie Goss barrelled over to make the
game safe.

“We’ve had to play five games in
just 12 days and the players have
never been behind on the scoreboard,”
Great Britain coach Wayne O’Kell said
after the final. “They’re a credit to
themselves, the British Armed Forces
and their country.” M

THE Army’s top snowhoarders were
limbering up to compete in the Service’s
annual championships as this issue
went to press.

Austria’s Stubai Glacier was set
to host Exercise Snow Jack for the
eleventh time as competitors aim to
show off their skills in giant slalom,
slope style, snowboarder X and parallel
slalom disciplines.

Starting with training on Sunday,
December 7, the competition runs
until Friday, December 19 and Army
Snowboarding Association chairman Lt
Gen Graeme Lamb hopes a successful
fortnight will cement the sport’s growing
reputation with adventure-mad military
men and women.

“A fair number of officers and soldiers
still do not consider snowboarding as a
sport, but nothing could be further from
the truth,” he said.

“It takes commitment, dedication,
training and courage. In my view,
having both skied and bobsleighed,
snowhoarding is every hit the match of
those two sports.”

As well as vying for Army bragging
rights, snowboarders in Austria have the
added incentive of potentially earning a
place in the team for next year’s Inter-
Services competition.

And with several new hoarders
expected to hit the slopes, Services
snowhoarding looks to be in fine health.

“I have met and boarded with
young men and women just back from
operational tours who have no interest
in lying on some foreign beach,” said
Lamb, adding that snowhoarding is a
good way to cure sore muscles. “They
are just keen to get up on the slopes and
they simply love it. You need real guts
to make your way down a hill course
when there are three people aiming to
knock you out of the way and only one
person wins.

“This is a fast-growing and serious
sport. We won both the male and female
Inter-Services titles last time around
against very capable opposition. Not
many other sports can claim that.” =

Premier performance

FIJIAN powerhouse Pte Apo Satala (1
Scots) has made a strong start to his
career with Guinness Premiership Rugby
Union side Gloucester.

Since joining the west country club
on a one-year contract in September
after spending the 2007/08 season with
relegated Leeds Carnegie, the Army man
has had a big part to play in pushing the
team up the table.

After making his debut as a substitute
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for Peter Buxton in the 39-23 win over
Newcastle on September 30, Satala forced
his way into the starting line-up for the
24-19 victory against reigning champions
London Wasps.

The 6ft 4in flanker got his first try in
Gloucester’s 25-20 win over Newport
Gwent Dragons in October and was
instrumental as the club climbed to fifth in
the table after defeating Saracens 25-21.

Satala’s form in English domestic

rugby’s premier competition is no
surprise after the forward’s stand out
performances throughout 2008.
After helping the Army
overcome the Royal Navy to
retain the Inter-Services title
in May, Satala scored several
tries as the Army finished in
second place in the Middlesex
Sevens competition at
Twickenham in August. W
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Television talent show hopefuls explain why soldiers have the real X Factor

Llawra

It’s been a pleasure performing arfa’
supporting the single. Words can’t
describe how brave you all are. I
wish you all a merry Christmas and
thank you for all you do. It was so
nice meeting some of you and a real’
inspiration. All my love, Laura.

Alexandna

I'm happy to be a part of the charity
and I just want to say to all’ you guys
that are out there  fighting, thank you
so much as we Rnow that you fiave
been through so much. I'm sending
allmy happy thoughts and positive
energy to you guys through your fiard
times. Never give up because dreams
always come true.

I really admire what you are doing.
You are all such an inspiration and
I'm so happy to be a part of it by
releasing the single and trying to raise
money to help people that have been
injured. My thoughts go out to you
and your families at Christmas time.
Thank you for everything that you do.

1 feelvery proud of you all and you
are all really brave. Keep strong as
I understand how hard it can be to
be away from family. Keep on doing
what’s right. You are true heroes.

JLS

1t has been amazing to be part of such a fantastic project,
helping Help for Heroes. I met a lot of soldiers who have been
wounded in war. It was a humbling experience  for me and the
boys. It’s a fantastic cause and I'm proud to be associated with
it. You soldiers are amazing. I don’t Rnow how I would cope in
your position but you guys are true role models. — Marvin

1 just want to say to all the soldiers fighting out there, keep
strong everyone, Reep a positive frame of mind and the law of
attraction will help you through. — Aston

It's a fantastic single supporting a fantastic cause and we  feel
nothing other than privileged to be part of it. It’s amazing to
see so many people who have been affected by conditions that
we couldn’t even dream of and still conduct their lives in such

a carefree manner. We admire their bravery, we appreciate their
SKill and we wish them all the very best in the  future. — JB

1t was incredible to meet people who will sacrifice themselves
for the freedom of others. I think it's a very bold and honourable
thing to do as a human being and it’s absolutely fantastic that
we could have the opportunity to acknowledge their efforts

by meeting some of the soldiers. The biggest thing I live by is
“triumph after triumph” and these soldiers were all so upbeat
and happy. We hugely appreciate what they hiave done. T hope
they have the encouragement to go on Rnowing that people really
care and appreciate what they are doing. — Oritse

Eogfocr

People don’t
know or probably
understand the
things you go
through so well
done, you're
amazing people.

Pictures: Talkback Thames
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PROFESSIONAL SOLUTIONS

WITZ Boxes

to protect against crushing and impact.

KIS Locker. Black 6.35x8.4x1.9cm

ID Locker. Transparent. 16.8x8.25x1.9cm
KIC Locker.Transparent. 6.9x10.9x3.5cm
Wrapper Locker.Black. 7x16.5x7.5cm.

Waterproof Witz boxes are made of strong, durable ABS plastic

Eps17 £7.98
Epgie £7.90
EDs510 £7.85
Epsos £11.85

Dutput: 63 Luwmrs
W Tiwe: 64 Minutes

LEDWAVE TACTICAL LIGHTS

Phone Locker. 5.8x12.45x3.3xm. Black.
GPS Locker.B.1x17x7.9cm.Black. ED514 £19.95
Shutter 9.2x15.9x7.9cm. ED511 £19.99
Utility Locker. 20x7.5x12.5cm. Black/transp ED512 £21.80

ED513 £14.95

One of the best tactical trousers

available, featuring 10 pockets and
4 additional compartments. They
are made of B.50z 100 cotton
canvas that is prewashed to redu-
ce shrinking and fading and also
providing soft touch and comfort.

Blood Group Keyholder

MS-2000(M) Strobe Light

A.POS D254APOS  B.POS D254BPOS Meets all military specifications.  gpes 28" tn 38"
: Operates continuously for a mini- -

0.POS D2540P0S  AB.POS D254ABPOS mum of B hbrs Dm"’d'r,fcfional Beige paszee  £29.99
white strobe emits brilliant

ANEGDZS4ANEG BINEGD2S4BNES. /[ e SCTolie omits Black paszek  £29.99

0.NEGD2540NEG AB.NEG D254ABNEG Olive Green P252v0 £29.99
Black EL288 £118 : : =

each £4.99 Coyote p2sact £29.99

* .‘\-

CAT Tnur'm?uet _ KA-BAR ML.U.L.E.

The Combat Application Tourniquet® (C-A-  MULE Falder, Serrated Edge

T") is a small and lighbweight one-handed
tourniquet that completely occludes arte-
rial blood flow in an extremity..

£20.00

Black

BATES® FALCON® Boots
Beiga BRas2pe £42.90 The choice of professionals
Black BPas2eK £42.90

Lightweight and comfortable.
Olive Green BP452v0 £42.80  Black §B242 £59.99

%@@

Carabiner FIGURE 9
Small Fits Rope Sizes: 3/16"
(5mm) - 1/16" (2mm)

FA117

Golani Rucksack

RG156 £2.99
Designed for SPECIAL FORCES units Large Fits rope sizes: 3/8"
with mission achievernent in rmind. [Smm) - 1/8" [3mm)
Olive Green S408v0  £89.60 RG157 £3.99

Sales of knife to over 18s onl

- WWW. USMCPro.com

DDO':. of itemns at the

B9 Elm gr hs

ONAL SOLUTIC » Hants, POS 1JF U

New opening times : TUF‘
Phone: 02392 83 88 00 - F- X

e usmecuk

Please send me the new USMC catalogue.
Free for the readers of Soldier Magazine.
My name:
Address:

POSE COUB: v iennevieeieiesriaenne e esesenrsamnasnrnrsesnnnnsiaennernas DI e s ey S a s A X s SR g e e

o
24/7 TROUSERS ! N

day to Saturday 9:00 to 12:45 & 13:
02392 83 88 77,

C-1 XENON - 65 Lumens Output

Black EL324BK £29.98
Olive Green EL324v0 £29.98
Coyate EL324cT £29.98

Stealthsuit Ghillie
Sizes : M/L and XL/XXL
DC163 £53.20

I

FAB® T-Pod*
Aluminum bipod legs, adjust to 4
positions. Dual pressure pad
cutouts for light/laser pressure
pads. Quick-deploying mechanism
provides a very stable bipod with &
wide stance. Lifetime warranty.
Black Anz8s £79.50

SM 11-08

C-3 LUXEON - 80 Lumens Output
Black EL326BK £53.65
Olive Green EL326V0 £53.65
Cayote EL3zecT £53.65

BATES M6 ASSAULT
BOOTS®

Sizes B to 12

TAN sB264Be  £89.99

Micronet™ Advanced
Microfiber Towels
£10.99
£13.99
£17.99

Medium MT148M
Large MT148L
X-Large MT148XL

@mm
!'
Streamlight
Sidewinder
Standard version
Coyote  EL353CT

Foliage EL353V0 £54 99
IR version: super bright LED

Coyote EL354CT  £54.99
Foliage EL354v0 £54.99
Helmet Mount.

Coyote EL355CT  £20.99
Foliage EL355v0  £20.99
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@@[I[I toyeoudphiceAvhethelry you &re
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MassiV8iSavings |z vallable ‘

SV ZUR NEW CAR!

%" UP TO 24% UP TO 10%

’ DISCOUNT )  DISCOUNT

\ UP TO 20% UP TO 10%
DISCOUNT ﬂmﬂ

DO YOU NEED FINANCE?

APPLY ONLINE AT - www.emctaxfree.com/proposal.php

BFG AND UK INSURANCE CLICK OR PHONE!
v-emcl or 0044 1509 283885

UK PHONE 01323 739675
UK FAX 01323 745339

GERMAN FREEPHONE

08001 860183/08001 827633

Tax Froe dscounts anly apply 1o personnel based cvermess who qualify under BFG niling
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