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SERVICES CREDIT SCHEME

This scheme provides specially reduced Hire Purchase
) . Terms to Commissioned Olfficers and Senior N.C.O.'s
wishing to buy Motor Vehicles

FULL DETAILS FROM HEAD OFFICE
QUAY HEAD HOUSE — BRISTOL 1 Tel. Bristol 24979
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Trading into Hudson's Bay
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All this and the best shine ever . . . perfect!
That’s why you too should get to rely on
Kiwi polish. Kiwi’s extra rich waxes sink
Q deep down into the leather, protect it and
§ . ; =

l‘b give the longer lasting shine a man needs

's for real smartness! Yes, it’s true . . . get the
best results, quicker, with KIWI POLISH!

It’s the best you can get deep_ Shine W'.th

—and you can get a bottle

Bron i KiIWIl POLISH
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SKILLED MEN!

Ll

S SN

USE YOUR KNOWLEDGE IN A WORTHWHILE JOB

THERE IS A
VACANGY FOR
YOU IN THE

—

Up to £25 tax-free Bonus plus first-rate
wages for two weeks of your time

Ama you in a skilled trade? Then you

can probably add a tidy sum to your
income by joining the Army Emergency
Reserve. For one thing, you get pay and

interests as yourself. Don’t miss this
chance! Send off the coupon now to:

The War Office (AER/TA1),

London, S.W.1.

B M ———

allowances at full Regular Army rates
whilst in camp. And the more your skill is
worth in civilian life, the higher your
Army trade pay will be. Better still, you
also get £9-£25 bonus tax-free.

ARMY
EMERGENCY
RESERVE

WHEN YOU
HAVE FINISHED
YOUR SERVIGE

POST THIS OFF RIGHT AWAY!

Please send me—uwithout obligation—the illustra"
ted booklet telling all about the Army Emergency

NAME. . .

a camp, working on your own speciality.
And money's not the only profit you get
from that. You get a grand refresher
course, giving you a lot of new ideas, and
putting you right in touch with the latest
Army developments. And you get a wel-
come break from the usual routine, with
sports, games and a great social life. For
the place is full of people with the same -3

ADDRESS . ..

-

|

|

|

|

|
For this you just spend 14 days a year at }

[

|

]

|

|

|
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} TRADE

|

(RW/AER)

NOW YOU CAN
STOP FALLING HAIR!
Here’s wonderful news for all those
who may be going
bald—

Thinning Hair

BLAZER POCKET BADGES

for every British Unit
hand embroidered in gold and silver wire.

Prices 10/- to 25/- each respectively.
IBELO LIGHTERS

with emblem of units 15/- each.

PORCELAIN BEER MUGS

with metal lid, coat of arms of
resident town of unit, unit emblem
and name of customer all enamelled.

Prices 35/- to 50/- each.

When ordering or asking for

an offer please forward accurate
details of the desired articles

( pattern if possible).

Further to this I supply
REGIMENTAL BRASS BUCKLES
15/- each and all kinds of SOUVENIRS.

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
COMES TO THE RESCUE

With the nervous tension inseparable from the
hurly-burly of our modern life, it is not surprising
that so many men—and women — lose their hair
But now once again modern scientific research has come to
the rescue and all those with falling hair need worry no
more—so long as they ACT NOW.

A REMARKABLE INTERNAL/EXTERNAL TREATMENT

Send for the FREE BOOKLET “The Truth About Your Hair"”
which explains the causes of falling hair (which can quickly lead
to baldness) and shows how this difficulty can be overcome. To
fight these causes successfully and certainly, internal as well as
external treatment is required. This is the secret of the wonder-
ful APOLLO Internal/External Treatment which has achieved such
remarkable success in even apparently hopeless cases.

THE FIRST STEP TO ‘A WONDERFUL HEAD OF HAIR’

Let us be perfectly frank. If you are completely bald and have been for a
number of years, neither our nor any other treatment is likely to help you. BUT
if you still have some hair, don't lose another moment — Post this coupon mda; for
your FREE Booklet which will explain all about your hair, tell you about our FREE
UNDERTAKING and how you can once again have a wonderful head of hair.

Just remember one all-important point — THE SOONER YOU SEND FOR
THE FREE BOOK — THE EASIER IT WILL BE TO REGAIN YOUR HAIR

“l have followed your course with care
and have achieved excellent results; if it
continues at its present rate | shall have
nothing to worry about. Your charge, Sir,
is very reasonable. If | had to | would glad-
Iy pay double.” —Mr. W.D.M., N.Ireland

rter Apollo

Treatment

“....after nearly 6 weeks of your wonder-
ful treatment | find that it has worked
magic with my hair....] feel very, very
pleased to know that there are rople
like you to turn to, so thanks a million.”
~—Mr. E.J.L., Devon.
FiiinEsEsES NN AN EEE RNy

Please send me your Free booklet “The P
= Truth About Your Hair” in plain envelope: g

P.R.Ls please write to:

H. O. FRIEDRICH GREIF A e L :
SADDRESS ... <.icos Bl i S

GERMANY Phone: 7038 m”EDWEU.SERICE, ;nIlII--IIIl------l--lu‘

I—BAD OEYNHAUSEN-WERSTE -

e (DEPT. S.R.) 70a ALBERT STREET, LOCKWOOD, HUDDERSFIELD
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King Size REX
glves you

[flavour and filter

SUCCESSORS TO

LAMBERT & BUTLER, DRURY LANE, LONDON

BLENDERS OF FINE TOBACCOS SINCE 1834
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Something
to write home about!

The inexpensive Ronson Cadet—with or
without a windshield.

Wherever you go you'll be proud
to own a Ronson lighter. Each
one is precision-engineered and
handsomely finished. Choose
your Ronson from the wide
range at the NAAFIL

RONSON

World's greatest lighters and shavers.
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We are manufacturers of:

Embroidered Shoulder Titles
Arm Badges (Badges of Rank)

Arm Badges (Trades)

Divisional and District Signs

Officers’ Embroidered Stars and Crowns
Lanyards
Whistle Cords
Chevrons

REGIMENTAL STABLE BELTS
Place your orders NOW

Coloured Braids

Double London Braids
Regimental Ties in

- Terylene, Rayon and Silk
Khoki Broid Ties

Medal Ribbons

Miniature Medals
Regimental Flags
Regimental Blazer Badges

We also supply:

Pace Sticks

Regimental Canes and Sticks

Cap Badges

Collar Badges, Buttons, etc.,
and all articles for Regimental use

Quotations submitted against your requirements

VICTOR SUMNER ¢ coumo

51 Beak Street, London W.1
Gerrard 7961

ond ot Aldershot




Vol. 16, No. 1

M W aath SO i
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Libya, 4 piastres;

SOI.DIERS
ON A
CORAL
ISLAND

Malaya, 30 cents;

SOLDIER

Hong-Kong, 60 cents;

AERMY
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East Africa, 75 cents;

West Africa, 9d.
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Pdms and pre-fdbs caml and concrete, ﬁnk East and West in the Army 'S mewest outpost,

ALFWAY across the Indian Ocean, 2000 miles out from Aden
and Singapore, a troop-carrying aircraft circles an atoll of
palm-covered islands and touches down on a broad concrete

runway to refuel.

This is Gan, a little coral island in the Addu Atoll, which last month

became the Army’s new strategic
stepping-stone to the Far East
and to the missile proving grounds
of Woomera and Maralinga in
Australia.

Gan, in the Maldive Archi-
pelago south-west of Ceylon, now
replaces Katunayake in Ceylon as
the main link on the reinforce-
ment and trooping route to and
from the Far East. It is vital to
British strategy in that part of the
world, for in an emergency
troops could be flown via the
Maldives without embarrassing
Ceylon, India or Pakistan.

‘Most soldiers who will now
call on Gan will pay the island
only a fleeting visit, perhaps
staging for a night, but a handful
of Sappers, Signalmen and men of
the Royal Electrical and Mechan-
ical Engineers live and work there,
running a field post office and
maintaining an automatic tele-
phone exchange built by the Army
for the Royal Air Force station.

Work began on the new base in
January, 1957, when Royal En-
gineers were flown from Sing-
apore in a Sunderland flying-boat

to blast a way with explosives
through the coral to the beach
selected for landing heavy equip-
ment and a small Royal Air Force
party started to clear the over-
grown coral runway. A jetty and
a cookhouse were built, water
(piped from a well) was laid on
and work began on extending
and rebuilding the runway, using
ground coral with cement for the
surface.

In October, a sergeant and a
Sapper arrived to set up a field
post office and a year later the
Air Formation Signal Installation
Troop, Royal Signals, began
laying cables and overhead wires
and assembling the telephone
exchange,

The Troop, commanded by

On the tiny coral island of Gan, Britain’s new strategic stepping-
stone in the Indian Ocean, the Army is helping to build up and
maintain a £4,500,000 air staging and refuelling post. Men of the
Royal Corps of Signals look after an automatic telephone exchange
while Sappers handle the island’s mail in a “Robinson Crusoe” hut

Lieutenant (Technical Officer,
Telecommunications) A. V. Ren-
der, included Warrant Officer
(Foreman of Signals) A. Holmes,
24 non-commissioned officers and
men, and a mechanic of the Royal
Electrical and Mechanical En-
gineers.

Although its main task was to
install the 100-line automatic ex-
change, the Troop had also to
connect up the Royal Air Force
navigational aids and meteorolo-
gical devices and provide control
circuits and keying lines for a
relay station.

Before this island of palm trees
became a concrete ‘‘aircraft
carrier” its highest point was nine
feet above sea level, but an after-
noon’s work by bulldozers
reduced this to a mere six feet.
Much of Gan’s centre is only a
foot above sea level and cable
trenches were always waterlogged.

OVER ...
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Pumps to remove the water,
which rose and fell with the tide,
were an indispensable part of the
Troop’s plant.

The telephone exchange regu-
larly flooded and the Signalmen
had difficulty keeping their cables
dry when jointing them. High
humidity also caused trouble,
although equipment and stores
had been treated for tropical con-
ditions.

Gan'’s thatched post office, unique in the

e iy

Army Postal Service, might almost be a pantomime
set for ‘‘Robinson Crusoe.” Its roof and walls have been re-thatched several times. At the
door are the ‘‘Postmaster,” Sgt F. J. Thompson, and his assistant, Sapper Noakes.

Nor was laying lines without
hazard. Frequently they were
swept away, not by gales and
tornadoes but by mobile cranes
and other machines working on
runway and building construction.

During its year’s work on Gan
the Troop, with the help of native
labour, trench-digging and cable-
laying machinery, laid 11 miles of
underground cable and six miles
of overhead wire, carried on poles

made locally of reinforced con-
crete.

In August last year the instal-
lation work was completed as far
as possible and the Troop returned
home to disbandment. In its
place is a maintenance troop from
19 Signals Regiment, Singapore,
consisting of a staff-sergeant, 12
cable jointers, technical storemen
and telegraph technicians and a
Royal Electrical and Mechanical

ORE than 700 islands, only 200 of them
inhabited, make up the Maldive Archi-
pelago. Gan is one of 27 islets in a

six-mile circle which forms the Addu Atoll,
60 miles south of its nearest neighbour and
600 miles south-west of Ceylon.

The Maldivians, who became Muslims in
the 12th century, were frequently invaded by
pirates and in 1887 sought British protection.

A new agreement in 1956 allowed Britain
to establish an air base on Gan. After a
coup d'état in 1957, power passed from a
short-lived republic back to the 836-year-old
sultanate and the new Prime Minister de-
manded a rent of £100,000 a year for the base.

Later, the inhabitants of the southern
islands broke away and formed the “United
Suvadive Islands.”

Britain has offered to act as mediator be-
tween the rival factions, to revise the 1956
agreement, and to provide economic aid, in-
cluding the building of an airfield at Male,
330 miles north of Gan.

Engineers mechanic, all under the
command of Captain E. Wells.
The field post office on Gan is
housed in a “Robinson Crusoe”
hut of palm tree poles with a
thatched roof and walls lined with
corrugated iron. It has served the
Royal Air Force, Army, Air
Ministry Works - Department,
NAAFI, the civilian contracting
firm on the island and Indians,
Pakistanis and other native

This aerial view of Gan shows part of the new runway, sweeping diagonally across the whole island. Left are the new prefabricated
buildings which accommodate the soldiers and 400 airmen on Gan, and the jetties for unlo_nzqmg supplies. Plcﬂ:rre key: 1, Cmen:aa.' ¥
Hard standing for aircraft; 3, Hospital; 4, Sergeants’ mess; 5, Officers’ mess; 6, Dining hall and transit; 7, NAAFI building.

o CEYLON

AFRICA
INDIAN &
OCEAN
MADAGASCAR

ADDU ATOLL

HITADDU

SOLDIER’s map shows Gan'’s vital position as the new **half-way '’ house to
the Far East. Inset: Coral-reefed Gan and its neighbours of Addu Atoll.

workers. At the peak of the
building programme it handled
nearly 5000 postal orders a week,
paid in wages by the contractors
and sent home by the labourers.

_ There is still a brisk trade, too,
in souvenirs sent home by soldiers
and airmen — brightly-coloured
seashells, models of the Maldivian
10-man canoes and sailing vessels
and, of course, coconuts, stamped
and addressed on their husks.

In the early days of Gan,
Sappers and Signalmen lived in
tents but now all ranks are
accommodated in pre-fabricated
wooden buildings that are cool,
airy and comfortable.

The original open-air cinema is
now indoors, sharing a hangar
with electricity generators, and

TR AR

SOLDIER

there are new officers’ and ser-
geants’ messes and a junior ranks’
club in permanent buildings.

Gan has its own football
league (matches are played on a
pitch that can be either water-
logged or raise clouds of dust),
and basket ball, cricket, swim-
ming (in a lagoon protected by
shark-nets), yachting, Judo,
weight-lifting and body-building
are popular.

During the build-up of the
airfield, ieisure hours were few,
but sport and clubs quickly
flourished, for other islands in the
group were out of bounds and
Gan itself is only a mile and three-
quarters long and three-quarters
of a mile wide—a walk round the

OVER . ..

to

NITIATIVE is one of the most admirable and necessary
qualities in a soldier and the Army rightly encourages

its development.

But should it (and can it) be taught by sending troops

Soldier

Above, L|Cpl Hughes
» © and Sgmn Smith using

hammer and jumper dur-
ing the erection of a
temporary telephone
ling. Overhead lines
Sfought a losing batrle
against mobile cranes.

Left: Laying the first
underground cable are
Lieut (TOT) Render,
WO I (FOS) Holmes,
Cpl Trigg, Cpl Kirby,
SigmnW hitworth, Sigmn
Jeffry, Sigmn Dilsworth
and L|Cpl Lightowlers.

He was told that the Army was negotiating for their disposal.
“What pompous nonsense,” he raves in his Sunday newspaper
column. “Why do there have to be ‘negotiations'? Any clerk
could sign a chit handing over the houses temporarily to a

58

&
g

on expeditions that involve such militarily unrewarding tasks
as stealing kisses (and panties) from publicity-hungry film

_ starlets, breaking into nudist camps and being photographed

sitting on a chorus girl’s knee — to mention just a few of the
more zany tests recently carried out by some units in Britain?

No doubt such tests are good fun but their military value is
nil and few will disagree with Mr. Norman Dodds MP who, as
SOLDIER went to press, was to ask Parliament to ban them.
“They are degrading and costly,”” he says. “Soldiers are made
on the parade ground and not by kissing a strip-teaser or
getting a show-girl’s garter."’

*

R. GILBERT HARDING, who not so long ago
wondered “whether the time has not come to
abolish the Queen’s commission”” has been taking
another swipe at the Army.

This time he accuses it of laxity for not having handed over
to the local authorities in an area where there is a waiting
list for council houses, some married quarters which have been
empty for periods of up to two years.

council so that they could be occupied while the wrangling
goes on about the charges.”

Simple, isn’t it? But handing the houses over to a council
might not be the answer. The owner of the land on which the
quarters stand may have parted with it compulsorily and has a
right to be considered now the nation no longer needs it
(remember Crichel Down?). He may want the land back,
complete with the houses, but it would be no use selling it to
him if the local council were to step in with a compulsory
purchase order of its own.

The Army, says Mr. Harding, has been “quite happy’ to let
the houses remain empty.

Does he not know that in the past two years the Army has
been in the throes of reorganisation, meanwhile sending
thousands of troops, without their families, to overseas
stations? In that time there might have been a permanent need
for the quarters to accommodate the families of the men
serving overseas.

Mr. Harding, we hope, would have been the first to protest
if ““some clerk’’ had signed a chit to hand the houses over while
the Army's own families were homeless.
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THE CHESHIRES
WERE THERE, T0O

HE first British Infantry-

men to visit Gan went

to the island last August
when 100 men of the 1st
Battalion, The Cheshire Regi-
ment, flew from Singapore on
an air mobility exercise.

During their seven days’
stay the Cheshires lived under
canvas and visited the neigh-
bouring island of Hittadu,
where they saw the native
women making fishing nets
and were given gifts of
coconuts.

Unloading supplies from a launch
at one of the old jetties. Standing
off-shore is a landing craft.

CORAL ISLAND continved

whole island takes only three
hours!

Gan’s weather is always un-
predictable, with torrential rain
one day and blazing sunshine the
next. The monsoon season is at
the end of the year and there is an
average temperature of 85-90
degrees all the year round, with
high humidity and always a strong
wind.

Fresh vegetables are flown
from Ceylon to Gan where little
will grow except palm trees.
There are flies, mosquitoes and
red ants, small chameleons and a
few non-poisonous snakes. A
colony of rats was ruthlessly
hunted and brought under control
by a hygiene section.

Gan’s 287 native families have
been transferred to live in pre-
fabricated wooden huts on neigh-
bouring islands in the Addu Atoll
and are enjoying a new prosperity
from their employment on Gan.

Life for the Maldivians has

changed rapidly and so, too, has
Gan itself. Once palms and thick
vegetation covered the island tc
the edge of its white sandy
beaches. Now, bereft of greenery,
Gan has become a static aircraft
carrier dominated by an 8700-feet
concrete runway capable of taking
the Royal Air Force’s most
modern aircraft, including V-
bombers, Canberras, Hastings and
Beverleys, as well as Comets and
Britannias.

The latest navigation and in-
strument landing aids will enable
Gan airfield to deal with round-
the-clock movements of routine
transport aircraft or, in an emer-
gency, with reinforcements for the
defence of the Commonwealth.
@ Gan may be tropical, but it is,
officially, not a paradise island—
the Treasury has scheduled the
Maldive Islands, for super-
annuation purposes, as ‘“an un-
healthy place.”

PETER N. WOOD

“And we’ll have the Officers’ Mess there."’

Courtesy Daily Mirror

-
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WO II (Foreman of Signals) Holmes with ‘‘Smoky,"”’ a Maldivian boy who
had a smoker’s cough at the age of five. ‘*Smoky'’ was persuaded to change
to sweets which he extracted from Servicemen merely by grinning at them.

THE CAKE WENT BY CANOE

ITH the help of a Royal Navy frigate, a cance and a
native runner, NAAFI delivered a birthday cake to a
corporal of the Royal Air Force Police who spent his
coming-o -aée_ on Hittadu, a neighbouring island seven
miles from Gan. X
‘The corporal’s cake, ordered by his sister in Aldershot,
was baked and iced by NAAFI in Singapore and shipped to
Gan, where the NAAF| district manager persuaded
. “President’’ Afif Didi, who was visiting Hittadu by canoe, to
take the cake with him. A native runner, waiting on the
beach, then carried it four miles to the Royal Air Force
outpost, where it was duly presented to the corporal on his
birthday. . = ~ade PRk . N
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RIVER
CROSSING
—NEW
STYLE

F the bridge is blown and the
water is too deep to drive
through, how do you get a
Land-Rover and ftrailer and a
crew of six men to the other side of
a 75-yard wide river?

Easy, say the Royal FElectrical
and Mechanical Engineers. Just
wrap the vehicle up in some
canvas and swim it across.

And to prove that it can be
done, six men of 17 Gurkha
Division’s Light Aid Detachment,
Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers, recently demonstrated
the technique to high-ranking
officers from Headquarters, Far
East Land Forces.

The six men, acting as an anti-
terrorist patrol, drove down to a
75-yard wide river mouth at
Tanjong Klong, near Singapore
and. while three of them took up
defensive positions, the rest un-
hooked the vehicle's trailer and
pushed it into the water until it
floated. Then, hanging on to
ropes attached to the trailer, they
pushed and swam it to the other
side, probing a course free of
obstacles for the Land-Rover to
follow.

Then they swam back with the
trailer to the embarkation point,
took a three-ton lorry canopy
from the Land-Rover and held it
half over the water while the
vehicle was driven on to it.

The canopy was lashed down
with ropes, packs and equipment
were stacked into the trailer which
was roped to the Land-Rover and
the six men set off, guiding the
load over the previously recon-
noitred course.

The crossing took less than half
an hour (at no time did the water
reach more than halfway up the
canopy) and within minutes of
reaching the far side the vehicle
was driven away.

The demonstration was a
triumphant conclusion to a series
of experiments conducted by
Second-Lieutenant Alan Beck-
with and his Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers’ team over
the past six months.—From a
report by Corporal K. H. Sharp,
Army Public Relations. Photo-
graphs: Corporal D. I. Sullivan.

The vehicle is driven on to a canvas
canopy held half over the water . ..

2 « « . securely lashed up and manoeuvred
into deep water unmtil it floats . . .

l

3 - « » and, with trailer atrached, pushed
and swum across to the other side.

/M And, hey presto, the vehicle emerges
"= from its cocoon ready to be driven off.

l



The Army Air Corps’ badge is worn on
a navy blue patch on a sky-blue beret.

Right: One of No. 1 Wing's Austers sets
off on a training flight over Germany.

Soldiers, sailors and
airmen work side by side
in the unit that acts as-
Rhine Army’s ‘“‘eyes.”
They belong to No. 1
Light Aircraft Wing of
the Army Air Corps
whose soldier-pilots
carry out a wide variety
of tasks in their Austers
and Skeeter helicopters

PAGE 10

ROM beneath a Skeeter
helicopter protruded three
heads. One wore the Royal
Air Forcekl:e;et, nnotzer th:

Royal Navy pea cap an
tlli::l the light blue beret of the
Army Air Corps.

“gerhaps,” said the RAF
Flight-Sergeant, “it needs a new
flint.”

“Maybe the elastic is broken,”
suggested the Petty Officer.

The Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers’ Corporal
in the light blue beret surveyed
the pair good-humouredly. “You
chaps,” he said, ‘“don’t know a
good aircraft when you see one.”

Scenes like this, in the main
hangar at the Rhine Army .head-
quarters of No. 1 Light A_lrcraft
Wing, are not unusual in the
Army Air Corps these days—but
nowhere else in the Army can

The statue of Herman, the
legendary German hero, towers
over a Skeeter helicopter of 652
Squadron on the Teutoburger
Hills near No. 1 Light Aircraft
Wing's headquarters ar Dermold.

tradesmen of all three Services be
seen working side by side on the
same job.

Since it was formed in Sep-
tember, 1957, the Army Air Corps
has developed inter-Service co-
operation to a high degree. At the
start the Corps relied almost
entirely on the Royal Air Force
for aircraft servicing and main-
tenance, and there was a ready
response from the Royal Navy
when the call went out for volun-
teers last summer.

It will not be long, however,
before the Army can supply
enough of its own riggers, fitters
and other craftsmen to keep the
aircraft flying.

Royal Electrical and Mechani-
cal Engineers’ mechanics, trained
at the Army Air Corps centre at
Middle Wallop, joined the Wing
two years ago and for a time were
heavily outnumbered by Royal
Air Force mechanics. But soon
the trickle of tradesmen from
Middle Wallop increased to a
steady flow. Helped and encour-
aged by the experienced airmen,
the Army mechanics quickly got a
grip on the job and, from Sep-
tember, 1958, when REME
accepted full responsibility for
aircraft servicing, the Royal Air
Force began to fade from the Air
Corps scene.

There are still airmen—mostly
senior non-commissioned officers
—serving with the Corps, but
their numbers are few now.
Sailors on attachment from the
Fleet Air Arm play a prominent
part, and will probably do so for
another two years, for there is a
shortage of REME recruits for
aircraft work.

The Army Air Corps is the
most heterogeneous of Army
formations. The pilots at Det-
mold, whose aircraft are serviced
by soldiers, sailors and airmen,
include several ex-Royal Air
Force men and represent 17
different corps and regiments.

One of three Royal Air Force
survivors at Detmold is Flight-
Sergeant J. A. Connolly, whom
SOLDIER met recently at No. 1
Light Aircraft Wing. Formerly
with No. 617 (“Dam-Buster”)
Squadron, he switched from Vam-
pire jets to Austers and helicopters
when he began a long-term
attachment to the Army nearly
three years ago. He has watched
the REME mechanics’ progress
from the start and says: “In a year
or two; when they have mastered
all the finer points, they will
be as good as the best in the
RAFE.”

“They are just as good now,”
was the terse comment of Warrant
Officer First Class A. L. Skirrow,
REME.

Petty Officer Joe Kerrigan was
among the first to offer his
services when the call went out
last year for volunteers from the
Fleet Air Arm to help the hard-
pressed Army Air Corps ground
staff. He had worked as an air
fitter in the carriers Unicorn and
Albion, and thought a 2}-year
attachment to the Army might
make a pleasant change. He has
not been disappointed.

: 'glff-sw-,d the maintenance staff may be soldiers.

¢ er engine in the
 The reclining soldier is Cpl D. Cotterell,

Petty Officer Kerrigan is one of
a dozen sailors at Detmold. “We
certainly need them at present,
and they are doing a fine job,”
said Lieutenant-Colonel D. P. D.
Oldman DFC, Royal Artillery,
the Wing's Commanding Officer,
who has been flying - since
1940.

The Wing, which controls all
light aircraft in No. 1 Corps area
in Rhine Army, comprises two
squadrons—652 and 654—and
two liaison flights. In the past two
years its veteran Ausfers—some
of them are over 12 years old—
have ranged far and wide on the
Continent on liaison and com-
munications flights.

Every day when weather per-

* mits, the aircrews of No. 652

Squadron and No. 18 Liaison
Flight, both stationed at Detmold,
take off from the grass field on
their various duties—practising
artillery spotting and visual recon-
naissance, flying commanders on
manoeuvres and ferrying passen-
gers, not only to all parts of Rhine
Army but also throughout Europe.

Similar training is carried out by
No. 654 Squadron, stationed near
Hanover, and No. 12 Independent
Liaison Flight, near Rhine Army’s
headquarters at Moenchen Glad-
bach.

In the interests of efficiency,
pilots are normally limited to five
operational flying hours a day,
and the monthly individual total
is about 50. Most of the pilots
have at least 500 hours to their
credit, and some have well over
2000.

Skeeter helicopters have recent-
ly joined the Auster force of No, 1
Light Aircraft Wing and, in the
hands of experienced helicopter
pilots like Captain C. McK.
Bonhomme, Royal Artillery, have
quickly proved their versatility.
“The Skeeter is a first-class air-
craft,” he told SOLDIER. “But
we wish it could lift more
weight.”

The only non-commissioned
officer pilots in the Wing are with
No. 18 Liaison Flight. Among
them is Sergeant Owen Harris,
who survived a hair-raising crash
in the Malayan jungle in 1952
when the propeller flew off his
Auster. After 12 years with the
Glider Pilot Regiment he left the
Army in 1957 but hankered to get
back to flying throughout his two
years in civilian life. With a quick
transfer to the Air Corps in mind
he joined the Royal Artillery.
Within a fortnight he was posted
to No. 1 Light Aircraft Wing and,
a few weeks later, was flying solo
again.

Much of the Wing’s flying is
done within sight of the gigantic
statue of Herman, the German
hero who routed the legions of the
Roman General Varus in the year
A.D. 9. Herman, towering above
Detmold on the Teutoburger
Hills, is the perfect landmark.
Flying men say there is a set drill
if your navigation fails over
Germany. You just fly round in
ever decreasing circles until you
see Herman, and then lay off a
course from there.

K. E. HENLY
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IT IS ACOLLECTOR’S DREAM—A DISPLAY
OF MORE THAN 2000 WEAPONS, SOME
THREE CENTURIES OLD AND MANY THE
MODELS FROM WHICH ALL OTHERS
WERE MADE

The flintlock mech-
anism of the ‘‘Will-
iam and Mary'’ mus-
ket of 1689. It fired
a .875-inch round,
the biggest small-
arms round ever used
by the British Army.

Right: This Martini
Rifle was the first in
Britain to have a
magazine fitted to
it. The lever at the
bottom operated the
block and the round
(five were held in
the magazine) drop-
ped into the chamber.

And this is the Lee-Metford, ancestor of today’s Lee-Enfield
and the first magazine rifle to be used by the British Army.

Used in forts and from semi-permanent positions in Imﬁg in the 13901,
this Maxim machine-gun was raised on a rack for a quick burst “‘over
the top’’ and then rapidly lowered before the ememy could hit back.

Left: The model for the
firse 577 flintlock
cavalry pistol intro-
duced into the British
Armyin 1750 and(below)
a Royal Navy per-
cussion pistol of 1850
with bayonet attached.

»

about the room, on tables and in racks, are more than 2000 weapons,
ranging from 300-year-old flintlock muskets to modern machine-guns

IT is a sight to make any collector go green with envy, for scattered

and self-loading rifles—most of them the first of their kind to be made.
This unique collection of pistols, revolvers, carbines, rifles,

sub machine-guns and machine-
guns—it includes every such
weapon used by the British Army
in the past 160 years and is
believed to be the most valuable
and comprehensive in the world—
is on permanent display at the
Royal Small Arms Factory at
Enfield, Middlesex.

The Pattern Room, now con-
trolled by the Director of Inspec-
tion of Armaments, was set up in
1800 and here, until 1940, the
first model of every small-arms
weapon issued to the British
soldier was ceremonially sealed,
deposited and used as a standard
for all weapons of its type.

Since 1940 only sealed drawings
have been required but over the
past 20 years small arms used by
the British and some foreign
armies—many salvaged from the
battlefields of World War Two
and in Korea—have been sent
to swell the collection.

In spite of their age, most of
the weapons are still serviceable
and remarkably accurate, as one
official discovered when he
recently scored a seven-inch group
at 200 yards with six shots from a
Gardner machine-gun of 1887.

Pride of place in the collection

3
A |
This crude ‘‘rifle’’ used by the
Mau-Mau against British
troops in Kenya comprised a
roughly carved wooden stock, a
length of water-pipe bushed to
take a .303 cartridge and a
nail-head forming the striker.

of more than 400 machine-guns
and sub-machine-guns goes to the
grandfather of them all: the fam-
ous Gatling, a ten-barrelled gun
designed by an American, Dr.
Richard Gatling, and adopted by
the British Army in 1871.

The barrels were rotated by
hand—an efficient operator could
work up to 150 rounds a minute—
and the weapon was gravity-fed
from a 40-round magazine.

First used in a major operation
by the British Army in the 1879
Zulu War, the Gatling gave fair
service for many years but be-
cause it jammed easily it was never
very popular.

Also on display are the five-,
twin- and single-barrelled models
of the Gardner .303, gravity-fed

Left: This is the ““Pro-
tector’ pistol issued
to United States civil-
ians in World War Two.
Thousands were dropped
to the Fremch Magquis.

Left: Omne extraordi-
nary exhibit is this .38
Enfield revolver with
a burst barrel. It hap-
pened in 1955 when a
Rhine Army soldier,
not knowing rhat a
round had stuck in
the barrel, fired six
more at farget prac-
tice. He was unhurt.

T O SEIL.F-TOADERS

machine-gun which, because it
weighed only 200 Ibs and could
be man-carried, was a big im-
provement on the Gatling.

Old time battles in distant
places are recalled by the “Mount-
ing, Carriage, Parapet, Maxim
Gun” which was used in India
from forts and other semi-
permanent positions. It could be
raised on a rack for a quick burst
and then quickly lowered.

One of the most valuable
weapons in the collection is the
demonstration model with which
Sir Hiram Maxim, an American
who became a British citizen,
convinced the British Army of
the merits of his revolutionary
machine-gun—the first automatic,
recoil-operated, belt-loaded gun
in the world.

The British demanded a weapon
with a maximum weight of 100 Ibs
and a rate of fire of 400 rounds a
minute. Maxim responded with
one of 40 Ibs and a rate of 2000
rounds in three minutes. A later
version, cooled by air instead of
water, weighed 25 lbs, but this
was used only experimentally.

Before: its inventor died, in
1915, the Maxim was in wide-
spread use and it stood the
British Army in good stead at the
start of World War One when
its successor, the Vickers, was

limited to only one in each
Infantry battalion.

The rifle section contains about
750 British and foreign models.
The flintlock, of which there are
many examples at Enfield, had a
long life—about 150 years—and
is said to have “won the battle
of Waterloo.” The oldest speci-
men on view is the massive
“William and Mary” of the
1680s with a .875 bore—the
biggest ever used in the British
Army. The weapon was five feet
three inches long and weighed
13 lbs.

The great Volunteer Movement
of 1860 gave a fillip to small arms
development when thousands of
civilians, using the Enfield and
Lancaster muzzle-loaders for the
first time, found them sadly
wanting. But in 1865 Jacob
Snider, another American, pro-
duced a breech-loader similar in
pattern to a weapon which had
been invented over 300 years
earlier—the arquebus. The British
Government adopted the Snider
and in 1867 began to convert the
.577 oval-bore Lancasters and the
obsolete Enfields that had been in
service with the Army since
1853.

In the Pattern Room are several
examples of these Snider con-
versions and of the Martini-Henry

rifle—the first designed from
scratch as a breech-loader to be
used by the British soldier.

At this stage the name Lee
crops up for the first time. James
Lee, a Scot who emigrated to
America, designed a bolt-action
rifle and William Metford, a
Westcountryman, offered to the
Government a seven-groove rifle
barrel. In 1891 the Lee bolt-action
and the Metford barrel were
incorporated into one weapon and
the result was the Lee-Metford,
Britain’s first magazine and bolt-
action rifle.

In 1895 Enfield improved the
rifling and the modified weapon—

. the Lee-Enfield—went into Army

service. The Short Magazine
Lee-Enfield was approved in 1902
and has been in use ever since.
Comparison of the Pattern
Room models shows that, since
muskets went out in 1867, the
weight of Service rifles has re-
mained surprisingly constant, with
never more than a 14-1bs variation.
Crudest of the many foreign
models on view is a rifle used by
the Mau-Mau in Kenya. If has a
hand-carved stock to which is
attached a piece of one-inch pipe,
the head of a nail forming the
striker. The pipe is bushed at the
chamber end with a piece of
rolled metal to support a cartridge.

began nearly 300 years ago.

and moved back the bolt.

AUTOMATIC—IT’S AN OLD IDEA

HE issue of the new self-loading rifle to the British Army rounds off a story that

The first attempt to design a self-loader was made in 1663 but, like many inventions
which came years before their time, the device was neglected and quickly forgotten.

Then, in 1893, the British firm of Griffiths and Woodgate produced a self-loading
rifle operated by the blow-back action of the cartridge. The original model is in the
Pattern Room at Enfield, but the weapon was never manufactured in quantity.

In 1909 a Lee-Enfield self-loader appeared—to suffer the same fate as its predecessors.
Then, in 1916, the Army’s base workshops in France converted a Lee-Enfield rifle into a
self-loader. It had a gas port three inches from the muzzle and a large cylinder and
piston on the right of the barrel. An angular cam at the rear end of the piston rotated

But again the Army was unimpressed and only now, after nearly 70 years, is the bolt
action rifle reaching the end of its life.

Right: A Lee-Enfield converted imo a self-loader in
1916. It had a cylinder and piston on the right of
the barrel and a cam on the piston operated the bolt.

The 400 pistols and revolvers,
neatly arranged in show-cases,
embrace fascinating examples of
the gunsmith’s art over the past
250 years, including a massive
577 cavalry flintlock pistol of
1750 and a .577 cavalry percussion
pistol (1857) with a ten-inch
barrel and detachable butt.

A more modern but less im-
pressive exhibit is the Protector
single-shot pistol, intended for use
by American civilians in World
War Two in the event of a
Japanese invasion. Made for a
dollar from steel tubing and a
pressed body, it fired a .45 bullet
and had spare rounds in the pistol
grip. When the invasion scare
subsided, thousands of these
weapons were sent to Britain and
were later dropped in bundles of
48 to resistance groups in France
and Belgium.

Early in World War Two, when
Britain prepared against invasion,
the staff at Enfield were set to
work designing weapons from
everyday articles to be found in
most homes and tool-sheds. The
result was a formidable array of
primitive and fearsome weapons,
some of which were manufactured
by the thousand and issued to the
Home Guard. Most of these are
on view in the Pattern Room.

K. E. HENLY
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A tiny patient from Pak A
warches apprehensively as
Sergeant Donachie pre-
pares a dressing for a sore
on his foot.” Early treat-
ment prevents sore from
becoming tropical ulcers.

Many British soldiers
in World War Two
owed their lives to the
courage and care of the
farmers and fishermen
of Sai Kung. Now,
nearly 20 years later,
the Army is helping to
write off its debt

PAGE 14

THE ARMY PAYS A DEBT...

Left: Led by a Chinese marine police
constable, the Gunner patrol passes
through Pak Sik Lap on the way to a
village on Lung Shun Wan Chau Island.

Below: A patrol rests in the hills and
makes friends with Chinese traders
who carry their wares in yoked baskets.

and Commonwealth soldiers and civil-

ians fled to the mountainous, almost
inaccessible Sai Kung Peninsula at the eastern
end of the New Territories.

Here, for months and sometimes for years,
they were hidden and fed—and many were helped
to escape—by the impoverished Chinese peasant
farmers and fishermen who courageously ignored
Japanese threats of torture and death for har-
bouring the enemy.

Now, the Army is helping to repay its debt by
sending patrols into the Peninsula and the sur-
rounding small islands, giving medical treatment
and advice to the villagers and ensuring their
general well-being.

The patrols, sent from units stationed in the
New Territories, spend four or five days in the
area, pitching camp in a central spot and going
out each day to outlying villages.

Recently, some 30 Gunners of Centre Section,
74 (The Battle Axe Company) Medium Battery,
of 32 Medium Regiment, Royal Artillery, went
to Lung Shun Wan Chau (High Island) which
lies off the Sai Kung Peninsula and during the
five-day visit sent patrols to five fishing villages
on the island and five more on the mainland. At
each village they called upon the headman to
tell them how many people lived there and what
food and building materials they needed, and
passed the information back to the Hong Kong
Government which later sent the necessary
supplies.

The Gunners went to the island in a landing
craft manned by men of 79 Company, Royal
Army Service Corps (Water Transport), taking
all their food and water for the duration of the
visit, for most of the streams and pools in the
area are contaminated by water from the paddy
fields.

HEN Hong Kong fell to the Japanese
in World War Two scores of British

Camp was made in a grassy
promontory sheltered by hills
from the cold winds that blew off
the South China Sea, and within
minutes the Signals Section had
set up a wireless station to main-
tain contact with the Regiment in
Kowloon and as a base for the
link between patrols.

The following day, the first
patrol, led by Battery Sergeant-
Major J. Purkiss and accompanied
by a Chinese Marine Police
constable, who acted as interpreter,
and Sergeant D. Donachie, 18
Field Ambulance, Royal Army
Medical Corps, set out along the
coast in an assault craft to call on
the village of Tai She Wan. But
when the troops arrived they
learned from some fishermen ly-
ing off-shore in junks and sampans
that the villagers had moved to
Pak A, a larger community some
four miles away on the other side
of a range of hills.

So the patrol set off again,
slogging through paddy fields and
then climbing through narrow
valleys, along barely perceptible
tracks and up steep hills covered
in loose, crumbling rocks hidden
by coarse grasses and trailing
plants. It was hard going but at
last the patrol came in sight of the
village, to be met by the up-
roarious barking of a motley
collection of mongrel dogs and
hordes of small, ragged children
holding out their hands and cry-
ing *“Cumshaw,” the Chinese
equivalent of “baksheesh.”

After the village headman had
been interviewed and the troops
had distributed cigarettes (re-
ceiving in exchange cups of local
tea, a curious pale amber liquid
with a dry, spicy tang), Sergeant
Donachie went into action with
his first-aid box. For several
hours he was kept busy applying
acriflavine to sore-covered faces,
arms and legs, bandaging cuts
and treating bruises.

At first the adults were shy and
mistrustful, but once their children
had been treated they came for-
ward eagerly to show their
injuries. Many produced dirty
bottles to be filled with lotions and
creams, but their requests were
politely refused for it has been
found that they eat and drink
them, imagining that what is good
for external use will also cure
stomach-ache and other internal
complaints.

Most of the inhabitants of Sai
Kung and its neighbouring islands
lead a hard, open-air life and are
very healthy, but as the standard
of hygiene is low cuts and grazes
sometimes turn into running
sores which, if not treated in time,
develop into tropical ulcers. The
usual local treatment is to apply
a herbal brew and cover the cut
with a piece of rice paper.

Fortunately, Sergeant Donachie
found no seriously ill patients, but
if there had been any the police
launch would have been called up
by wireless to take the casualties
to a mainland hospital.

Later, similar patrols were sent
to other villages on the island and
the mainland, and everywhere
they went the troops were warmly

welcomed. Some men traded
their ‘“hard-tack™ biscuits with
local fishermen for hooks and
lines and went fishing for crab and
garoupa, to supplement their
“compo”™ rations and all took
time off to bathe in the crystal-
clear sea.

On the fifth day the landing
craft returned to take the troops
back and as the vessel left villagers
crowded the sea-shore, to wave a
grateful farewell to the men who
had helped to repay a little of the
debt the British Army owes them.
—From a vreport by Sergeant
M. W. H. Harrison, Military
Observer, who also took the
pictures.

‘... itwasn’t until I'd
approvedthe listof post-
ings and sent it off that
I realised | was on it!"'
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Deep in the Kedah jungle the Sappers build a concrete bridge over a river near Nami. Note the 70-ft long
Bailey bridge which serves as an access road. The 52-mile project took more than two years to complere.

...AND OPENS UP THE JUNGLE

During the operation more than 50,000 lbs of

Sappers recently completed, six months ahead explosive was used in clearing obstacles (including
of schedule, a 52-mile road building project some trees 200-ft high), quarrying and forcing a
which has opened up more than 600 miles of way through country inaccessible to machines.

BRITISH, Australian, Gurkha and Malayan

thick jungle and swamp in Kedah, Northern

Malaya.

‘More than 120 pieces of plant machinery—heavy
tractors, stone crushers, bulldozers, concrete mixers

The task, which took just over two years, meant and vibrators—were used and the average number
blasting a way with explosives and bulldozers of troops employed at any one time was 700, con-
through hilly jungle and swampland and construct- stantly under police guard in case of attack by
ing two main roads and a minor one, and building terrorists.

19 14-ft wide permanent concrete bridges, including

Technicians of the Royal Army Ordnance Corps

one 451-ft long at Nami which took seven months and the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers

to complete.

maintained and repaired the plant on the site.
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Nine years after the famous battle of the
Imjin, where the Regiment fought along-
side the Glorious Glosters, men of the Royal
Northumberland Fusiliers are back in

FIVE NATION HONOUR GUARD

Korea again, this time as members of the...

The Honor Guard on parade in Seoul. The United Nations' Platoon, in .
which the Royal Northumberland Fusiliers are serving, is seen in the centre. On Gloster Hill on the Imjin, the Royal Northumber-
: land Fusiliers line the steps leading to the Gloster

Memorial while Brigadier Stares salutes the dead,

MMACULATE in their ‘‘Blues’’ and berets adorned with the red and
white hackle, a sergeant and 13 men of the Royal Northumberland
Fusiliers marched on to a parade ground in Seoul, capital of war-
torn southern Korea, to be inspected by a United States general.

Beside them, in khaki uniforms and tall side hats, strode swarthy

skinned soldiers from Turkey and
Thailand; behind them, resplen-
dent in chromium-plated helmets,
white neckerchiefs and white-laced
ankle boots and carrying unfurled
flags, marched American soldiers,
followed by impeccably turned-
out men of the South Korean
Army.

On parade were the men of five
nations—but they all belonged to
the same unit and each wore on his
left arm a colour patch in the form

S ey e

Guard who wear “Blues.”’
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COVER PICTURE

SOLDIER’s front cover picture by Sergeant
M. G. Hodges, Army Public Relations, shows
Major-General William S. Biddle, the United States
Army’s senior member of the United Nations
Command Military Armistice Commission in
Korea, inspecting the Honor Guard.

The Royal Northumberland Fusiliers (in the
centre of the picture) are the only members of the

of a white Maltese Cross sur-
mounted by the words “HONOR
GUARD.”

This unique military unit is the
Eighth United States Army Honor
Guard, made up of 180 men in
four platoons whose job is to
parade for high-ranking visitors
and guard Eighth Army’s Head-
quarters and the Commander-in-
Chief’s residence in Seoul. Formed

in 1955, it is a crack force in
which British troops have served
continuously—in the United
Nations” Platoon — since June,
1957. At one time no fewer than
ten nations were represented.
When the Royal Northumber-
land Fusiliers recently flew from
Hong Kong for a three-month
tour of duty with the Honor
Guard they were taught the new
arms and foot drill the Honor
Guard uses—a speeded-up version
based on the British and Australian
drill manuals—and two days
later carried out their first official
parade. Sergeant George Rich-
ardson, the new United Nations’

Platoon Commander, had little
difficulty making the Turkish and
Thailand soldiers in the Platoon
understand English words of com-
mand, thanks mainly to the train-
ing they had received from his
predecessor, a sergeant of 32
Medium Regiment, Royal Artil-
lery, from which the Royal Nor-
thumberland Fusiliers took over.

The men of the Honor Guard—
they live at Eighth Army Head-
quarters in a smart, up-to-date
camp which has two cinemas and
a number of clubs, have to work
hard to retain their coveted arm
flash. On most days they spend
three or four gruelling hours on

Maj-Gen. W. S. Biddle, of the United Nations’ Armistice Commission, accompanied by the
Honor Guard Commander, Caprain Gillis, inspects the white-gloved members of the three-
nation UN Platoon. In the foreground, next to a Thailand soldier is Fusilier J. Dickinson.

the parade ground, perfecting
their drill under the watchful eye
of the United States Army Guard
Commander, Captain Charles
Gillis, and throughout the day are
on immediate call to turn out to
welcome visiting dignitaries (some-
times they have paraded twice
every day for a week). At night
they take turns in three-man
guards at the headquarters and
the commanding generals’ house.

Off duty, the Royal North-
umberland Fusiliers wear battle-
dress with two signs on their
sleeves: the crossed kukries of 48
Gurkha Infantry Brigade Group
(Hong Kong) on the right and the
red and white United States
Eighth Army flash surmounted by
the title “HONOR GUARD” on
the left.

Soon after their arrival in Seoul
the 14 Royal Northumberland
Fusiliers toured the area where, in
1951, the Ist Battalion of the

Regiment fought alongside the
Glorious Glosters at the Battle of
Solma-Ri and lost a third of its
officers and men.

The Royal Northumberland
Fusiliers are not the only British
soldiers in Korea. Twelve others,
commanded by Brigadier J. W. A.
Stares DSO, work in the British
Commonwealth Liaison Mission
in Seoul and two Sappers help to
man a post office.

@®Among other British units
which have been represented in
the United Nations’ Platoon of the
Honor Guard are The Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders, The
Green Howards, The Lancashire
Regiment, 1st Royal Tank Regi-
ment, and 49 Field, 5 Field and 32
Medium regiments, Royal Artil-
lery.

—From a report by Sergeant M. G.
Hodges, Military Observer, who
also took the pictures.

Fusilier Wm. Stark,
tries out a parka
Jacket before going
on might guard. Note
the Homor Guard
arm flash worn by
Fusilier F. Manders.

)

The Honor Guard colour
party, wearing chromium-
plated helmets, march past
the saluting base at Seoul.
They are carrying the flags
of (left to right): The
United States, the United
Nations, the Republic of
Korea and 8th US Army.

Left: One of the Thailand
soldiers in the United Na-
tions’ Platoon which once
boasted ten nationalities.

PAGE 17



FyrArE /

-, 3 LN N

Gingerly, the first paratrooper
lowered himself through the hole
on to the track . . . the other five
Sfollowed, hugging the ground as
the train trundled over them.

All they had was a
blunt knife—but

it opened the way to
freedom for a young
paratrooper and his
five comrades as

théy sped towards
Germany in a

prisoner-of-war train
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THE PERATROOPER
HACKED HIS WAY
TO FREEDOM

S the French train, crammed with 400 prisoners of war, ground slowly but relentlessly

through the night towards the German frontier only 90 miles away, five British para-

troopers and an American soldier in turn hacked and sawed desperately with a blunt
knife at the wooden floor of their battened-down cattle truck.

Inch by inch they forced the knife through the thick boards, prising them up and bending
them back until they split, leaving a jagged hole just large enough for a man to get through.

Quickly, as the train reduced speed uphill, one of the paratroopers dropped through the
hole and flattened himself in the centre of the track. The other five followed rapidly, hugging
the ground as the waggons rumbled over them.

As the train disappeared over the hill the six men scrambled to their feet and made for
some high ground where they could hide and watch for German patrols sent to search for
them.

One of the men who took part in this remarkable escape—all got safely back to their
units—was Private Douglas Baines, of 12th (Yorkshire) Battalion, The Parachute Regiment,
who had been captured after eluding the Germans for six weeks in Normandy in 1944.
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After his escape he joined the
French Maquis, was liberated by
the Americans and later took part
in the airborne assault across the
Rhine.

Private Baines’ adventures be-
gan when, in the early hours of
D-Day, 6 June, 1944, he para-
chuted into a canal behind the
German lines in the swampy
countryside near Cabourg, several
miles from his Battalion rendez-
vous. He soon met an officer and
three other men of his own Batta-
lion and with them tried to find a
way out through the knce-deep
marshes.

But, by daylight, when they had
almost reached Varaville, the
paratroopers were still bogged
down and had to take refuge in a
barn to avoid German patrols.
That night they again tried to
break out but were baulked by a
huge German minefield littered
with dead cattle and had to return
to their hiding place.

They were awakened next
morning by a Frenchman who
told them that they were com-
pletely surrounded by strong Ger-
man forces and that he could
take them by canoe along the
River Dives to a safer village just
outside Cabourg. Somewhat hesi-
tantly, the fugitives agreed,
but they need not have worried
for the Frenchman was a Resist-
ance man who, during the next
few days, brought in 15 more
paratroopers who had been cut off.

On the night of 14 June the 20
paratroopers made one more
attempt to link up with British
troops in Varaville, but were un-
able to penetrate the enemy cor-
don and were forced to return to
their hide-out. By now they were
without food so they killed a cow
and -stole potatoes from nearby
farms, sharing the “loot™ between
them.

The next night, 13 of the party

This photograph of
Private Baines was
taken just before
D-Day in Normandy.
He eluded the Ger-
mans for six weeks
before being cap-
tured and rejoined
his unit to rake part
in the Rhine crossing.

set off along the coast towards the
landing beaches and did not re-
turn and on 16 June the other
seven, including Private Baines,
made their way inland towards
Caen, crossing the heavily-
guarded Cabourg Road without
being detected.

But now, the seven were worse
off than before, for they soon ran
into even swampier ground and
were bombed, shelled and mor-
tared by both sides. For a fort-
night, hiding in a farm by day,
they tried to escape the German
ring but there was no way out and
the men were growing weaker.
They ran out of food again and
then found some supplies dropped
by the Royal Air Force but these
kept them going for only a few
days. Z

Now, almost at the end of their
tether, weak from lack of food and
exposure and covered in swamp
mud, Private Baines and a Private
Peacock of 7th Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment, decided to
make a break for safety along the
coast road—but ran straight into
a German patrol and were cap-
tured.

After being closely interro-
gated for 24 hours, the two para-
troopers were sent to a temporary
camp at Dozule (where their
daily ration was one cup of ersarz
coffee and a slice of black bread),
from there to Alencon and later—
on 10 August—to Chartres.

Two days later, with 400 other
British and French prisoners,
Private Baines was taken to Paris
by bus and put aboard a special
train bound for Germany, but at
Rennes, where the railway system
had been badly damaged by the
Royal" Air Force and French
saboteurs, the prisoners were
taken off and sent to Chalons.

Here, Baines met a Private Ruff,
also of 12th Battalion, who told
him that the Germans had the day

[=

“Camouflage is all very well but | think
they're bound to find out sooner or later."

before shot a French regimental
sergeant-major as a warning to
would-be escapers. Baines, know-
ing what his fate as a paratrooper
was likely to be when he arrived
in Germany, decided there and
then that he would escape some-
how during the train journey to
Germany and prayed that his
captors would not find the knife
he had hidden in his battledress
and which had escaped detection
when he had been searched in
Normandy.

He told his plan to Ruff, four
other British paratroopers and an
American private, all of whom
agreed to attempt the escape with
him, and when the train finally
left the six men set to work on the
floor of the box car.

It was a heart-breaking task for
the knife was blunt and at first
made little impression on the
boards, and the men had to work
in the dark. But, gradually,
splinter by splinter, the wood was
hacked away and on the night of
23 August the six men slid be-
neath the moving train.

Although the escape went un-
detected by the Germans, it
quickly became known to the
local inhabitants and early next
morning, to the astonishment of
Baines and his comrades, a
Frenchman arrived at their hiding
place with civilian clothes, food
and cigarettes and told them that
they were near Bar le Duc, about
90 miles from the German border.

Later that day the party split up,
Baines, the American and two
other paratroopers being escorted
to La Vincourt, a village on the

Meuse, where they stayed for five
days in the house of the son of a
local official who, with the help of
other villagers, provided them
with complete civilian outfits.

On the fifth day, a Frenchman
arrived, bringing with him four
old rifles, and told the escapers
that he was the local Maquis
leader and needed them to help
fight the Germans. To their
astonishment—because they had
not seen him before—he said he
had carefully checked all their
identities and was satisfied they
were not Nazi spies!

The Frenchman took the four
soldiers with him to the nearby
village of Haironville, lodging
them in different houses in case of
a sudden German attack, and two
days later they joined the main
Magquis camp at Stainville.

But Baines did not go into
action with the Maquis for, on
31 August, American tanks
arrived on the scene and he and
his comrades were sent back to
Haironville and from there re-
turned to Bayeux where they re-
joined 6th Airborne Division.

Private Baines later fought in
the Ardennes and in March, 1945,
volunteered to take part in the
airborne assault across the Rhine,
this time going into action by
glider. As the glider came into
land it was hit head on by a Ger-
man 88 shell and Baines was
severely wounded in the left leg,
which later had to be amputated.

Today, Douglas Baines, the
man who cut his way to freedom,
is a clerk at a spinning mill in
Y orkshire. LESLIE HUNT
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To its Malayan
victories over scrub
typhus, malaria, and
leptospirosis the Royal
Army Medical Corps
has added a triumph
over tuberculosis.
More than a hundred
stricken Gurkhas have
undergone operations
at the Army Chest
Centre in Surrey and
returned, cured, to

soldier on

Nursing sisters at the Army Chest Centre congrartulate smiling Gurkha soldiers abour to return
to their regimemts. L|Cpl Obahadur Gurung (centre) underwent operations on both lungs.

Watched by the Nepulese Ambassador, Gurkha patients demonstrate the RAMC's
Y24 procedures’ which, with first-aid and English, they are taught ar Hindhead.

A Gurkha soldier-parient who is learning radio-
graphy positions a junior private for an X-ray.

NEW LEASE OF LIFE FOR THE GURKHAS

NLY a few vears ago when a Gurkha soldier contracted tuber-
culosis his career as a soldier was finished. Discharged from
the Army, he returned to his native Nepal to die.

Today the stricken Gurkha goes to hospital and after a
two-year course of treatment returns, cured, to soldier on with his

regiment.

The pattern of his life was
changed almost overnight in 1950
when the Royal Army Medical
Corps opened a ward in the
British Military Hospital at Kin-
rara, Malaya, for the treatment of
Gurkha tuberculosis cases.

Since then the number of beds
there has been increased and over
a hundred Gurkhas have also
undergone surgical treatment at
the Army Chest Centre in Surrey.
Moreover, the Army is now train-

ing the Gurkhas as the vanguard
of a campaign to rid their home-
land of the dreaded disease.

New “wonder” drugs intro-
duced in 1948 revolutionised the
treatment of tuberculosis. The
Army took part in the Medical
Research Council’s trial of the
drugs and was “in on the ground
floor” when they were brought
into use. In October, 1953, a
further big step was taken when
the Army Chest Centre was

opened at the Connaught Hospital
near Hindhead, Surrey, where
chest surgery, previously carried
out only in civilian hospitals,
could be undertaken.

The first tuberculosis ward at
Kinrara had only 18 beds for the
Gurkhas, who serve in Malaya,
Singapore and Hong Kong, but
in the following year the number
was increased to 100 beds and
later to 146. The first cases for
thoracic surgery in the Army
Chest Centre were flown to
Britain two and a half years ago,
and to date the Centre has per-
formed 122 major operations, all
of them successful, on Gurkha
patients.

One hundred and seventeen of
the operations were for partial
resection—cutting out the affected
part of the lung—and in seven
cases both lungs were operated on
at intervals of six weeks.

All major operations at Con-
naught Hospital are carried out by
a specialist in chest surgery, Mr.
Kent Harrison, who served as a
major in the Royal Army Medical
Corps during World War Two and
is now consultant surgeon at St.
Thomas’s Hospital in London. A
consultant anaesthetist, also a
former RAMC major, assists him.

The remainder of the highly-
skilled surgical team consists of
Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army

Recovered from their
operations and ready
to return to duty in
Malaya, these Gurk-
has say farewell to
a fellow countryman,
Rifleman Lilbahadur,
2/7th Gurkha Rifles.

Nursing Corps officers and nurses,
Royal Army Medical Corps offi-
cers and operating theatre tech-
nicians and orderlies.

Now that the back-log of cases
for surgery has been overcome it
is expected that in future all
Gurkhas will be back at duty
within 12 to 15 months of first
reporting sick with tuberculosis.
They will then complete a further
12 months on the *‘“wonder”
drugs, taking them for a minimum
of 24 months in all.

During their six months in Con-
naught Hospital the Gurkhas
attend English classes, train as
nursing orderlies and are taught
the Royal Army Medical Corps’

24 procedures. Thirty-eight have
gained the St. John Ambulance
Association preliminary certificate
in first-aid, and one the senior
certificate.

Selected men work in the hos-
pital laboratory and learn how to
take X-ray photographs. Apart
from making the Gurkhas even
more efficient soldiers the medical
training will, it is hoped, assist in
stamping out tuberculosis in
Nepal and enable the Gurkhas to
help their comrades who have not
the benefit of modern treatment.

The Gurkhas are made to feel
at home in the Army Chest Centre
by the hospital’s welfare officers,
led by Gurkhali-speaking Miss

Margaret MacLean, a British Red
Cross and St. John welfare officer
who has served at Kinrara. Their
festivals are observed in the hos-
pital and they are taken on trips
round the countryside and to
London.

Gurkhas undergoing treatment,
whether at Kinrara or Hindhead,
receive pay and allowances for the
two years. At Kinrara their fami-
lies can be accommodated in the
nearby lines of a Gurkha regi-
ment.

Much is also being done by the
Royal Army Medical Corps in
Malaya in the important work of
preventing tuberculosis among
the Gurkhas. Every recruit has an

Cennaught Hospital occupies over 50 acres of pinewood in the
Surrey hills near Hindhead. Its huts, joined by long corridors and
surrounded by lawns and flower beds, were originally built in
1939 to house a militia battalion and later became a hospital for
the Canadian Army. After World War Two it was a general
hospital before being devoted entirely to tuberculosis and chest

diseases.

The staff of the 200-bed Connaught Hospital includes six
National Service medical officers and 18 nursing officers of Queen

Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps.

Besides Gurkhas, the

hospital treats British Regular soldiers who intend to remain in the
Army, their wives and children and the Women’s Services. In
preference to transferring to civilian hospitals, some stay on as
voluntary patients at the Army Chest Centre after their service
has ended.

X-ray test and if necessary is vac-
cinated. Whenever a case of
tuberculosis comes to light, men
sleeping in the same hut, out on
the same jungle patrol or learning
English in the same classroom, are
X-rayed immediately and then
every three months for two years.
All men are also X-rayed before
and on return from WNepalese
leave,

The drop in new cases since
these measures were put into
effect is an encouraging pointer
towards the Gurkha’s future free-
dom from tuberculosis—and a
tribute to the work of the Royal
Army Medical Corps.

PETER N. WOOD

Lieut-Col J. B. Chambers, QARANC, Matron of Con-
naught Hospital, presents a St. John Ambulance Brigade
first-aid certificate to Gurkha Sgt Ramkishor Dewan.




Military Miscellany

IT"S TOUGH
IN BORNEO—
ASK THE GURKHAS

‘‘§ T’s pretty rugged soldiering in Borneo,’” they told the 1st
Battalion of the 10th Princess Mary’s Own Gurkha Rifles
as the unit was on its way by air and tank landing craft to
take part in an exercise there with the local police.

The Gurkhas, who have a well-
earned reputation for being
among the toughest soldiers in
the world, just smiled. But they
were not smiling a week later,
for in that time they had learned
just how rugged the mosquito
and leech-ridden mangrove
swamps, rock-covered hills and
thick jungles can be.

Their first experience came
when, trying to find a route from
Sandakan, on the east coast, to
Bilit, some 20 miles away, they
took nearly five hours to march
the first ten miles over going so
rough that their jungle boots
were ruined and new ones had to
be air-dropped from an Auster.

But there was worse to come.
They took three days to cover

the next eleven miles, ploughing
waist deep for nearly two days
through a mangrove swamp
overgrown with weeds where
probably no man had been be-
fore. And at the end was the
River Menugal, a stagnant
stretch of water only 20 yards
wide which took three hours to
cross.

Another patrol took five days
to cover the 40-mile stretch of
rocky hills and jungle between
Sandakan and Beluran, and food
supplies parachuted to them
landed high in the trees and had
to be cut down.—From a report
by Sergeant P. M. Howard, Army
Public Relations, Far East Land
Forces.

Above: A patrol sets out in an assault boat up one of the countless streams
in North Borneo. It was not all so pleasant as this. Below: Another
patrol, exploring the north-east coast, wades ashore with its boat.

SAPPERS WHO SERVE AT SEA

OLDIERS who spend most of their time at sea are the
Sappers of 52 Inland Water Transport Port Operating
Squadron, Royal Engineers, who man a fleet of seven
“Z" craft and two tugs based on Famagusta and Limassol

in Cyprus.

Any day may find them on their way to Aden, North Africa or
Bahrein with urgently needed supplies, ferrying troops and fresh
water to troopships anchored in Famagusta Bay, loading and un-
loading stores, acting as landing craft for seaborne assault exercises
and dredging the harbour of silt.

The crews, skippered by a Sapper sergeant, who has a corporal
for a mate, four Sappers as deck hands and a lance-corporal and a
Sapper as engineers, live on board even when their vessels are tied
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up ashore. Some are ex-lightermen from the Thames and the Humber
but many have had no experience of sea-going craft when they join
No. 17 Port Regiment, Royal Engineers, at Southampton for their
training. Corporal R. Metcalf, who skippers the tug ‘‘Foundation
Martha”, which once plied on the Great Lakes of Canada, joined
the Royal Engineers 16 years ago.

The Sapper-sailors belong to the Transportation Troops, Cyprus,
which also includes a detachment of Sapper and Royal Pioneer
Corps stevedores in 51 Port Operating Squadron and Sapper marine
engineers and shipwrights of 53 Port Maintenance Squadron who
carry out most of the repairs to the fleet in their floating workshop—
3 bconverted “Z'’ craft—From a report by Captain D. A, Harris, Military

server.

A “Z" craft, carrying a
cargo of Army trailers,
Dloughs through a choppy
sea off Famagusta.
Sometimes these - flat-
bottom craft sail from
Cyprus to North Africa.

‘“‘RED DEVILS’’ DROP IN FOR A FIGHT

flare blazed in the pale blue sky. Seconds later path-

ﬁ T dawn on the North African coast near Derna a marker

finder paratroopers tumbled out of a Hastings and
dropped rapidly on to the edge of the airfield.

More flares—green, red, blue
and purple—went up to guide
the main force in and suddenly
the sky was filled with billowing
parachutes as wave after wave
of Hastings and Beverleys swept
in from the sea. Within minutes
the paratroopers were in action
and the airfield had been cap-
tured.

This—operation “Dry Mar-
tini’'—was the biggest airborne
exercise (it lasted for three days)
ever held in North Africa and
was carried out by the 2nd
Battalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment and supporting elements of
16 Independent Parachute
Brigade: airborne Gunners, Sap-
pers and men of the Welsh
Guards, Royal Army Ordnance
Corps, Royal Army Service
Corps, Royal Army Medical
Corps and the Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers.

The men of 16 Independent
Parachute Brigade had been
flown from England to join the
2nd Battalion, Parachute Regi-
ment which was already in
Cyprus from where the assault

on Derna, 800 miles away, was
mounted.

As the paratroopers, led by
Lieutenant-Colonel D. Beckett,
advanced rapidly towards
Tobruk across the flat, feature-
less desert, driving through
enemy positions held by men of
The Welch Regiment, The Royal
Air Force Regiment and 2nd
Royal Tank Regiment, Hawker
Hunter aircraft and Austers of 8
Independent Reconnaissance
Flight, Army Air Corps, pin-
pointed enemy strongpoints and
flashed their information to
troops on the ground. In their
wake, as the supporting troops
went into action, supplies of
petrol, rations and ammunition
were air-landed and ferried for-
ward until the attackers reached
their final objectives.

But the paratroopers did not
have it all their own way. On
the last day they were counter-
attacked and driven back to-
wards the sea and honours ended
all square.—From a report by
Army Public Relations, Libya.

Another stick of para-
troopers drops from a
““Beverley”’ to join the
men who have already
landed. Left: W aiting for
the order te advance,
the paratroopers
shelter behind rocks in
the desert outside Derna,

atomic explosion.

ATOMIC SHELTER—SWEDISH STYLE

HERE'S something familiar about this pre-fabricated,
Tportub(e shelter recently adopted by the Swedish Army
to protect troops against blast and radio-activity.

It is a bigger and better version of the famous Anderson
air-raid shelter which saved thousands of lives during air-
raids in Britain in World War Two.

In its new form, the shelter, which can be rapidly
assembled, is lowered into a deep trench and the exca-
vated earth is piled on top to form a barrier against an

e
= t 4

A FIVE-WAR VETERAN
SAYS FAREWEL

soldiers can claim to have

fought in as many wars as

Sergeant Thomas Cush-
ing, of The Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers, who, at 50, is shortly
to retire after 33 years as a
soldier, 22 of them in the
British Army.

Son of a Connaught Rangers
regimental sergeant-major, he
went to America when his
parents died and in 1926, at the
age of 17, joined the United
States Army. His first war was
a minor affair in South America.
A few years later, while serving
in China with the United States
Marines, he met a Royal Innis-
killing Fusilier and was so im-
pressed that he vowed one day
to join that Regiment—which he
did in 1938 after leaving the US
Marines and fighting in the
Spanish Civil War.

In 1940 he was captured at
Dunkirk and after several un-
successful escape bids was sent to
a concentration camp, where his
fellow prisoners included Captain

FEW serving British

o

Sergeant Thomas Cushing, a soldier
since 1926, has fought in five wars.

Peter Churchill, in whose book
“Spirit in the Cage,”’ Sergeant
Cushing is mentioned.

Sergeant Cushing served in
Palestine with the Royal Irish
Fusiliers in 1946, in Korea with
the Royal Ulster Rifles, and re-
turned to the Inniskillings in time
to fight Mau-Mau in Kenya.
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“NONE MORE NOBLE THAN

- NEUVE
CHAPELLE"

In the van of the suicidal
assault at Neuve Chapelle in
1915 went The Cameronians,
charging through a holocaust
of fire at dawn with bayonets
fixed. When a lieutenant led
the Battalion out of action
three days later five of every
six officers and men had
been killed or wounded
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A war artist’s graphic portrayal of British trenches being shelled at Neuve Chapelle, scene of the

roared overhead, The Cameronians fixed

bayonets and went over the top, charging

through the thick mud towards the German
trenches.

Suddenly, through the haze and smoke, they saw
with horror that the barbed wire defences in front of
the German positions were still intact and the next
moment a hail of mortar, machine-gun and rifle fire
struck them.

“Charge,” roared the Colonel—and The Cameron-
ians went irresistibly forward, bashing at the wire with
their rifle butts and frantically tearing at it with their
hands. As one man fell another took his place until, at
last, the wire was down and The Cameronians surged
on, clearing the first enemy trench with their bayonets
and bombs.

In that first gallant charge at Neuve Chapelle in
Northern France on 10 March, 1915, the 2nd Battalion
The Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) lost almost every
officer and more than half of the Battalion were killed
or wounded. Three days later when the Battalion was
taken out of action, only one junior officer and 150 of
the 900 men who had gone over the top were left
standing.

The Battle of Neuve Chapelle—the proudest of all
The Cameronians’ battle honours—took place during
the British Army’s first planned offensive against the
Germans in World War One, in an effort to break the
stalemate of trench warfare which had bogged down
the opposing armies through the bitter winter of 1914-15.

It failed to achieve its strategic object, but it demon-
strated that the spirit of the British Expeditionary Force

QS the deafening barrage from 300 British guns

first British attempr to break the stalemate in France.

o RO Sy

was high and that the Germans were
far from vulnerable. It raised the
prestige of the British soldier in
the eyes of both friend and foe
and added another page of glory
to the gallant history of The
Cameronians.

The 2nd Cameronians had
gone to France in November,
1914, from Malta, and had spent
the winter in trenches at Mes-
sines. Like most of the British
units assembled for this first big
offensive of the war, they had
belonged to the pre-war Regular
Army which had furnished the
original British Expeditionary
Force—the matchless Old Con-
temptibles of Mons, the Marne,
and First Ypres.

For the battle of Neuve Chapelle
they were in the 23rd Brigade of
the Eighth Division, in the Fourth
Corps of General Rawlinson’s
Fourth Army, which was to
attack on the left of the British
line. On the night of 9-10 March,
when the weather had cleared
after a day of rain and snow
showers, the 23rd and 25th, the
two assaulting brigades of Fourth
Corps, marched across country to
the trenches and breastworks
along the Rue Tilleloy, north of
the village of Neuve Chapelle. No
unit had much more than five
miles to march, and all move-
ments were timed to allow them
to arrive in the assembly posi-
tions one hour before daylight.

Before dawn there came a
slight frost which hardened a
little the clogging mud underfoot
and made the troops glad of the
greatcoats in which, with their
battle equipment worn outside,
they sweated and cursed during the
early part of the march. By first
light they were ready to attack.

The Cameronians break through the wire and surge into the German
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trenches. In the first furious charge more than half the Battalion were
killed or wounded. — Reproduced from the painting by War Artist

H. Oakes-Jones.

Apart from a few artillery
ranging shots there was little
noise until 7.30 a.m., when sud-
denly the air was rent by the
explosions of the first of 300 guns
in a bombardment intended to
destroy the German trenches and
protective obstacles, particularly
the barbed wire. This destruc-
tion, so vital for the help of the
assaulting Infantry, was most
effectively done except on a front-
age of about 400 yards on the left
sector, where 23rd Brigade were
to attack. There, largely (it was
reported afterwards) because of
the peculiar lie of the ground the
bombardment failed to cut the
wire or damage the enemy posi-
tions sufficiently.

The 2nd Cameronians and the
2nd Middlesex were the leading
battalions of the 23rd Brigade;
the 2nd Devonshire was in sup-
port and the 2nd West Yorkshire
in brigade reserve. p

At 8.5 a.m., when the artillery
barrage lifted to a general line 300
yards farther east, including the
village of Neuve Chapelle, the
leading battalions, confident that
the bombardment had been suc-
cessful, scrambled from their
trenches and advanced across
“No-Man’s-Land” towards the
still intact wire behind which the
Germans were waiting.

The leading waves of the
Middlesex were shot to pieces and
stopped for a time. The Cameron-
ians, too, were momentarily
halted but, urged on by their
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-
Colonel Bliss, charged under a
hail of shrapnel and bullets,

desperately trying to penetrate the
wire. Time and again they were
driven back, but went forward
again and finally the remnants of
one company found a way through
and, led by a Lieutenant Bibby
and a bombing party, surged into
the German trenches. Further
rushes by men of the Cameronians
and Devonshires carried their
assault forward another 250 yards,
and then the attackers were held
up again by fire from their front
and their left flank.

By 10 a.m. the central battal-
ions of the assault had broken
through on a front of 1600 yards,
had captured Neuve Chapelle and
reached their objective—the
Smith-Dorrien trench to the east
of it. On both flanks, however,
the Germans were still holding
portions of their trenches.

For the next two days the fight-
ing went on with varying intens-
ity, and then the battle petered
out, chiefly because of exhaustion

* x

on both sides, but the British had
advanced their line about 1000
yards on a front of about 3000
yards.

To the 2nd Cameronians, soon
after the battle, Field-Marshal Sir
John French, the Commander-in-
Chief, said: “I come here to
express my heartiest gratitude for
the splendid part you played in the
battle of Neuve Chapelle. I know
what awful losses you suffered; I
know the gallantry you displayed
on that occasion has never been
surpassed by a British soldier.
You have many noble honours
on your Colours; none are finer
than that of Neuve Chapelle,
which will soon be added to

Major-General Sir F. Davies,
who commanded the Eighth Divi-
sion in the battle, said in Glasgow
after the war: “There is another
regiment I should like to refer to
—the old 90th Greybreeks [The
Cameronians]. With hardly a
man of less than five years’ ser-
vice they went into action 900
strong; 30 officers lay dead or
wounded between the trenches,
and when the German trenches
were rushed only two officers of
the battalion were standing up,
and one of those was wounded.

“That made no difference, the
men fought on just the same, and
for two days the battalion, or
what was left of it, was com-
manded by the only surviving
officer, a young second-licutenant
of the Special Reserve. Every
man in that action fought as if he
were an officer . . .”

And the 23rd Brigade Com-
mander, Brigadier-General Pin-
ney, paid this tribute: “In face of
heavy fire your Regiment charged
right through the German wire,
over the first enemy trench and
into the second. Colonel Bliss,
with more than 20 officers and 30
sergeants were casualties at a very
early moment . . . In spite of their
heavy losses the remains of the
battalion went on, fighting and
getting forward just as they had’
done when their officers were
with them . . . On the fifth day
they were brought out of action
by a second-lieutenant and the
sergeant-major . . .”

ERIC PHILLIPS

Supported by a grenade-thrower of the Royal Leicestershire Regiment, Indians
of the Garhwal Brigade get to grips with the Germans on the right of the line.

—From a war artist’s painting.




‘Win Two Books, Photographs or
Cartoons or SOLDIER free fora Year

PICTURE PUZZLE

HIS month it may be your turn to win a prize in SOLDIER’s Picture Puzzle contest.
All you have to do is identify the six everyday objects which are shown here photographed

I from unusual angles.

There are six prizes to be won—by the senders of the first six correct solutions opened by
the Editor.

The sender of the first correct solution may choose any two of the following recently published
books: “The Desert and The Jungle” by Lieut-General Sir Geoffrey Evans; “From Libyan Sands
to Chad” by Nigel Heseltine; “The Death and Life of Germany” by Eugene Davidson; “Given in
Evidence by ex-Detective Chief Superintendent John Capstick; “The Wildest Game™ by Peter
Ryhiner; and “The Soviet Air and Rocket Forces™ edited by Asher Lee.

The senders of the second and third correct solutions may choose whole-plate monochrome copies
of any two photographs and/or cartoons which have appeared in SOLDIER since January, 1957.

The senders of the fourth, fifth and sixth correct solutions will be sent SOLDIER free for 12
months.

All entries must reach SOLDIER’s London editorial offices by Monday, 28 March.

RULES

. Entries must be sent in a sealed envelope to:

The Editor (Competition), SOLDIER,

433, Holloway Road, London, N.7.

. Each entry must be accompanied by the “Competition
22" panel printed at the top of this page.
. Competitors may submit only one entry.
Any reader, Serviceman or woman and civilian, may
compete.
. The Editor’s decision is final.

% The solution and the name of the winner will appear in
SOLDIER, May.

COMPETITION 22
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A MESSAGE
from the Chairman of

HER MAJESTY’S FORCES
SAVINGS COMMITTEE

IF YOU HAVEN'T ALREADY started saving,
you should try to develop the savings
habit while you are in the Services.

There are excellent facilities for saving
in all Units of the Services in every part
of the world—in fact the slogan of H.M.
Forces Savings Committee is “Wherever
you serve, you can save’.

We have an excellent series of leaflets
(as illustrated above) which tell in simple
language all about Forces Savings.

Why not write for a copy of the leafiet
which applies to your Service? Write to
me personally:

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Saunders

GCB, KBE, MC, DFC, MM.
Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee
1 Princes Gate, London, S.W.7

Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee

Send for this Catalogue featuring
THE MOST WONDERFUL RING VALU

Q!

of Oxford St
GENUINE DIAMOND RINGS

Why wait to get that engagement ring?
Have a Cresta Diamond Ring NOW and
pay later without touching your savings.
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR
EXTENDED PAYMENTS
Cresta Diamond Rings are 18ct. gold
and platinum. Ring of your choice sup-
plied in beautiful prescatation box.
Fully covered by FREE INSURANCE.
Rings from £3.10.0 to £125.
New CRESTYME WATCH CATALOGUE—FREE.

IN THE
WORLD'!"'

119. | Damond. I3t payment
i15)- 8 payments 35/- [
or Cash £15-15-0

317. 3 Diamonds. Ist paymen
36)- payments 33/-
b L15-

314, 3 Diamonds. Is¢ payment
30{- & payments 3
Cash F13-10-

717. Gold Wedding, |5t payment
7/6. 8 payments 10/-
or Cash F4.7:-4

To: CRESTA (London) Ltd., 64-66, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.1 |
pUST TU D | Please send without obligation FREE Catalogue (with FREEring |
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A constable now receives £570 a
year after completing his two years’
probationary period (starting pay,
even while training, £510), rising to
£695 and a pension of more than
£400 p.a. after 30 years. A Chief
Superintendent gets £1,805 a year,
with a pension of more than
£1,000 p.a. after 30 years.

The highest ranks, with salaries
exceeding £2,000, are open to all.
London allowance £20 a year—and

Join the

Get in
London’s
Police -
and get on!

other substantial allowances, in-
cluding comfortable free quar-
ters or payment in lieu. If you are
between |9 and 30, 5ft. Bins. or
over, in good health and want a job
of interest and variety, write today
for an interview. Return fare to
London will be refunded. WHY NOT
JOIN THE SENIOR CADETS AT I8
YEARS 4 MONTHS AND START YOUR
CAREER EARLIER?

METROPOLITAN WOMEN POLICE:
A fine service. Age 20-35: starting
pay £460.

METROPOLITAN POLICE

ST s POST THIS COUPON TODAY! —————l
I To Dept. A641, New Scotiand Yard, S.W.1
Please send illustrated booklet which tells me about the Metropolitan Police. I

l [ o

Address
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b — ———
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Liar Dice' In The “Admin. Box”

HE corps exercise had pro-

duced some strong criticism

of tactics and nobody was

surprised when a second
exercise was ordered.

The day before it was due to
start, the adjutant of one batta-
lion rang up the brigade major and
asked who: was to do the um-
piring, as no one had been nom-
inated. ““Good heavens,” said the
brigade major. “Thank you very
much for letting me know. I’ll
find out.”

The brigade major was one of
the few who knew that there were
to be no umpires; it was not to be
an exercise but the real thing.
Thus was kept, to the last minute,
the secret of the first British offen-
sive in the Western Desert in 1940.

The brigade major is now
Lieutenant-General Sir Geofirey
Evans, and the battle which fol-
lowed is one of five, described
from four different levels, of
which he writes in “The Desert
and the Jungle” (William Kimber,
255).

To maintain surprise, the
author’s  brigade commander
ordered that all vehicle wind-
screens should be smashed, so
that no reflections should give the
game away. All lights and horns
were disconnected, except one
horn—and that gave a shrill blast
at the wrong moment. In the
desert stillness, even the opening
of a bottle of champagne was
enough to put brigade head-
quarters defences on the alert, and

there was some concern about the
noise made by tanks and carriers,
The Italians, at least, were sur-
prised at the scale of the attack.
Before long, their camp at Nibeiwa
was in the hands of 11 Indian
Brigade, and the first of thousands
of prisoners were on their way
back.

The author was still a brigade
major at Keren, that “tough nut,”
as Sir Anthony Eden described it,
where the Italians were embattled
in rocky mountains and after hard
fighting were caught napping by a
column which attacked through a
railway tunnel.

He commanded a battalion at
the Battle of the Omars, back in
the desert, and a few weeks later
took a column safely through
German lines after Benghazi had
become almost encircled.

The most desperate of the five
battles was in the Arakan. The
author, now a brigadier, was
ordered to defend the corps
administrative area—to become
famous as the “Admin. Box"—
when the Japanese attacked. Cut
off by the Japanese, with adminis-
trative troops helping to man the
perimeter, the garrison wore down
the attacks. The black spot in
this battle came when the Japanese
overran the hospital ; few patients
or staff survived their atrocities.
When food and ammunition ran
short, aircraft dropped more, to
the fury of the Japanese who had
outrun their own inadequate
supply system.

The ““Admin. Box’' under enemy fire. On the left of the light-coloured hill

was the hospital where 35 patients and doctors were brutally murdered.

During this famous three-week
siege, Brigadier Evans’ relaxation
was an occasional game of liar
dice. One of his opponents was a
divisional commander whose
headquarters had been overrun
and who was controlling - the
battles of his brigade as a guest in
the “Admin. Box.” With his head-
quarters, the general had lost his
glasses and his prowess as a dice
player suffered..

As a major-general, the author
was commanding the 7th Indian
Division when it made the cross-
ing of the Irrawaddy at Nyaungu.
This was a complicated amphibi-
ous assault, one of the widest
crossings of a river by an Army

In The Days of Swords and Horses

NE of the British Army’s
curious and forgotten
records is that for double
sword-swinging.

With a cavalry sword in each
hand, the man practising the
exercise went through a sort of
Indian club drill—back and forth,
sideways, up and down—so many

times to the minute.

At some period during World
War One, the record for this
pastime stood at 66 hours. A
Gunner in Peshawar decided to
try to beat it. :

For more than 24 hours all
went well. Then he began to sway.
The cord holding one sword to his

British troops in action on the North-West Frontier, where the author
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served in World War One. In that campaign all stores were carried by camel.

wrist gave way and the sword fell
to the ground. The man had ten
seconds in which to pick up the
sword and get back into the
rhythm of his swing, but made no
attempt to do so. Like a boxing
referee, the officer detailed to
supervise this stretch of the mara-
thon counted him out. Mad with
heat-stroke, the Gunner tried to
attack the officer with the remain-
ing sword. It took four men to
hold him. -

The officer thus rescued was
Captain Freddie Guest of the 8th
Indian Cavalry, who tells the
story in “Indian Cavalryman”
(Jarrolds, 25s), a chatty little book
mostly about a way of life that is
rapidly being forgotten.

Captain Guest went to India as
a cadet in World War One.
Attached to the Middlesex Regi-
ment, he was on active service on
the North-West Frontier soon
after being commissioned. It was
a successful punitive expedition
into the heart of Waziristan and it
lasted a year. The tribesmen, how-

in history. It was made the more
difficult by the fact that the boats
and rafting equipment had
suffered on their long trip from
India: of 96 outboard motors of
one kind, 90 needed repair and
the other six were unserviceable.
Despite many snags, it was done.
There was opposition, but the
enemy was taken by surprise and
the bridgehead was rapidly
established.

During this operation the
general who had been the refugee
in the “Admin. Box” and was
now the authors’ corps com-
mander, appeared with a new pair
of glasses—and took his revenge
at liar dice.

ever, got a mild revenge. As the
victorious British and Indian
troops were on their way back to
India, the locals diverted a river
by night and flooded to a depth of
about three feet the camp in which
the author was sleeping. No
great damage was done, but a
good laugh was had by all—
especially the defeated tribesmen.

Polo, pig-sticking, horse-racing
and the social scene, enlivened by
gorgeous uniforms, provide
lively, if nostalgic passages.

A curious survival of which the
author had experience was the
Silladar system. It was like that
which. once held sway in the
British Army: the colonel re-
ceived a fixed sum for the upkeep
of the regiment. He had authority
to decide what uniform it should
wear (the system produced the
Sam Browne belt), what sort of
horses it should ride, and even
how it should be armed, with the
result that no regiment could refit
from any central depot. Inmodern

~ war, the system could lead only to

chaos, yet it lasted until 1921.

Captain Guest saw his full
share of the wild life of India.
Like most writers of this kind of
book, he had a dangerous passage
when he went to shoot a panther
which had been annoying a vil-
lage. The panther turned out to
be a tiger.

Once he saw a cow immobilised
by.a cobra which had twined
round her rear legs and was feed-
ing at her udder. With a friend,
he was once chased by bees
and stung until both men dropped
unconscious—thus  unpleasantly
acquiring that immunity to rheu-
matism which bee-keepers are
said to enjoy.

Captain Guest transferred to
the Reserve when the internal
combustion engine displaced the
horse from his regiment. He was
back in uniform, however, at the
outbreak of World War Two.
After being in the first party to
escape from the Japanese in Hong
Kong, a story he told in “Escape
from the Bloodied Sun,” he
found a new use for the dying arts
of the horse age, spending r_nqch
of the rest of the war traning
officer-cadets to manage the mules
which served both British and
Indian units so well in Burma.

How Many
Harp Strings?

OW many strings were
there on the angel’s harp
in the cap badge of the

8th King’s Royal Irish
Hussars? Is the gilt chain shoulder
belt worn by the Bandmaster of the
10th Royal Hussars' when he is
dressed in the frock coat? And
what are the exact measurements
of the collar badge worn by the 7th
Queen’s Own Hussars ?

These and many other detailed
questions concerning the dress
distinctions of these regiments are
answered in three booklets (pub-
lished by Langridge’s Military
Publications, 13 Oxford Road,
Cambridge, at 10s 6d each).

Each booklet is illustrated with
nearly 150 drawings (many of
them life size) of all the articles of
regimental dress which differ from
the universal pattern.

The publishers’ claim that the
booklets are the most fully illus-
trated ever published on the sub-
ject of military dress is slightly
tarnished by the occasional errors
into which both artist and writer
fall.

In the 7th Hussars, for instance,
acting corporals as well as full
corporals wore the arm badge.
And in the 7th King’s Royal Irish
Hussars the tea-cosy hat was not
the same on both sides. (These
errors have since been corrected
in supplements.)

Nevertheless, these informative
booklets will be invaluable to
military modellers, artists and
badge and insignia collectors.

Similar booklets on each of the
regiments of the Royal Armoured
Corps and the Household Cavalry
are to be published in the near
future. g

Human Side of

FEW years ago Field

Marshal Sir William Slim

walked into the War

Office Library to look up
the official account of a battle in
which he had taken part. He
found it, cursorily dismissed in a
mere five-and-a-half lines.

It irked him to think that
officialdom could so lightly ignore
the human side of war and there
and then decided to do something
about it.

The result is “Unofficial His-
tory” (Cassell, 21s), a series of
personal reminiscences gleaned
from nine small battles in which
he had been involved. They shine
with good humour, reveal a
remarkable understanding of the

War

soldier’s character—and make a
pleasant change from the chron-
icles of what went on behind the
closed doors of the councils of the

great.

The book bristles with anec-
dotes typical of “Uncle Bill,” the
affectionate name by which the
Field-Marshal was known by all
his troops in Burma. There was,
for instance, the time when a

. lorry loaded with Gurkhas ran off
a track and fell into a ploughed
field some feet below. The driver
changed down, crossed the field
and joined the track again without
losing his place in the convoy,
while the Gurkhas sat rigidly to
attention all the time as if nothing
unusual had happened.

Then there was the day when
Major-General Slim and a
Russian general met in Persia and
attended a party. A Russian
group of professional singers gave
a brilliant rendering of “The
Volga Boatmen,” to which Uncle
Bill and his party replied by sing-
ing “Daisy, Daisy.”

Field-Marshal Slim makes no
secret of the fact that he hates red
tape and cites the occasion when
he authorised lorries. to travel 600
miles from Persia to Palestine to
fetch beer for the troops!

In every battle that the British
Army fights, he writes, two factors
remain constant: it will always be
fought uphill and always at the
junction of two maps.

Women Who Followed The Drum

ROM the time of Boadicea

to World War Two British

military history is rich in the

brave deeds of gallant women
who went to war.

There was Kit Welsh, who be-
came a dragoon in the Royal
Scots in 1702, fought at Blenheim
and Ramillies and retired with a
pension.

There were Trooper Mary
Ralphson, who fought alongside
her husband with the 3rd
Dragoons at the battles of Det-
tingen, Fontenoy and at Culloden
Moor; Phoebe Hussel who served
in the 5th Foot (now the Royal

Northumberland Fusiliers); Mary
Talbot, who went with the 82nd
Foot (later the Lancashire Regi-
ment, Prince of Wales’s Volun-
teers) to Flanders, where she was
wounded, and who later served
as a powder monkey on a
man-0’-war on the Glorious First
of June. And there was the
extraordinary Dr. *“‘James” Barry
who became Inspector-General of
the Army Medical Department
and was discovered on ‘‘his”
death to have been not only a
woman but a mother.

In more recent times many
women went into action in World

War Two, women who displayed
incredible bravery, like Violette
Szabo who was executed at
Ravensbruck because she re-
fused to talk under Gestapo
torture.

The stories of some of these
remarkable women are told by
James R. Power in ‘‘Brave
Women and Their Wartime
Decorations” ( Vantage Press, New
York, 21s), an unusual, informa-
tive and well-written book that
traces the record of women
soldiers throughout the world and
describes the gallantry medals
they have won.
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STERLING
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TEL.: DOMINION 4545/4555

SUB-MACHINE GUN 9 m.m.

DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED BY

STERLING ENGINEERING CO. LTD.

STERLING WORKS
DAGENHAM
ESSEX

Covered by world-wide patents, including U.K. Patents Nos. 559469, 566875, 579660, 583092, 615466, 615471, 669280, 686628, 692768

"GRAMS: ‘STERLING, DAGENHAM’

Practice makes perfect — or does it? For most of us, the task
becomes no easier however often we attempt it, but a bank
account at the Midiand can be a considerable help. It provides
a simple method of keeping track of income and expenditure; and
it may very likely act as a kind of automatic savings box as well.
If you’d like to know more, ask any branch for the booklets “How
to Open an Account” and “Midland Bank Services for You”.

MIDLAND BANK LIMITED

2,230 BRANCHES IN ENGLAND AND WALES

HEAD OFFICE; POULTRY, LONDON, E.C.2
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INFERIORITY COMPLEX

is a “disturbance centre” in subconsciousness generating negative impulses
causing self-consciousness, lack of confidence, nervousness, worry, weak
will, unsociability, lack of enterprise, stammering, blushing, forgetfulness,

Write today for this

FREE BOOK

“nerves,” sleeplessness, etc. To fight
these forces directly is in vain—
ERADICATE THEM FOR EVER
by reconstructing within yourself a
powerful, positive subconscious ‘
mind, as revealed in remarkable e
FREE Book, which has trans- %=

formed the lives of thousands. '
Write to-day. All correspon-
dence is confidential. BRITISH
INSTITUTE OF PRACTICAL
PSYCHOLOGY (P.T.4), 67 High-
bury New Park, London, N.5

MAXALDING 2 .=

The Modern Science of Muscle Building has published _.% -
more genuine evidence of results than that shown by all .y
other methods combined.

PERSONAL POSTAL COURSES

Instruction is planned for individual requirements by
a series of postal lessons. The method can be applied
to complete effect under all conditions of service life.

Quentin Smith (right) took a Maxalding postal course and has
reached the finals of the “World’s Most Perfect Man’’ con-
test at only 20 years of age!

FREE EXPLANATORY BOOK

Profusely illustrqted explanatory literature will be sent with-
oI:n Cosltdor Obligation in a sealed envelope to any part of
the world.

MAXALDING (5.47) *tysvemoswet.



In the Reverend John Fail,
the ““Gentle Giamt”’ of Army
soccer, the Army selectors
have found an ideal captain
JSor the young amateur team.
Signed by Fulham at 17, he
has 12 years’ experience in
top-class amateur football.

| Buy Britain’s |
| best direct |
from

OF LONDON

The Quic-assing Padre

i HEY made me captain because I was the only one with three

pips and a balding head,”” says the Army amateur soccer team’s
29-year-old skipper and left-half—the Reverend John Fail, of

- the Royal Army Chaplains’ Departm

ent.

But his team-mates do not agree. “‘He’s not only a first-class leader,”

they say, “but a very fine wing-
:_m}f, with a powerful shot in both
eet.”

Mr. Fail, a burly 14-stone,
six - footer, has been playing
top-class amateur soccer ever
since he left Westminster School
in 1948 and was signed as an
amateur by Fulham at the age of
17. When he joined the Sappers
as a National Serviceman in 1949,
he led 9 Training Regiment, Royal
Engineers, to the top of the Alder-
shot Intermediate League and
later captained the Bristol Univer-
sity team, played for Gloucester-
shire in the county championship
and won a place in the English
Universities eleven.

After leaving University to be-
come a Methodist minister, the
footballing-parson skippered
Wolverton Town in the Spartan
League and earned league repre-
sentative honours.

Last September, when Mr. Fail
rejoined the Army as a chaplain,
he was chosen to skipper the
Amateur team and soon attracted
the attention of Norman Creek,
the former England amateur
international and now an England
selector.

The “Gentle Giant,” as Mr.
Fail is called by his tearm-mates, is
noted for his strong tackling and
often startles opposing defences
with his sudden dashes upfield and
powerful, long-range shots at goal.

A clever and studious player, he

prefers the quick, low pass to his
forwards to the hefty punt down
the middle.

When not playing for the Army,
Mr. Fail turns out for Alton Town
in the Hampshire League on
Saturdays and has this season
added a brace of Hampshire
county caps to his soccer trophies.

This
enormous
500-page book,
lavishly printed
in full-colour,
measures
11” x 8’ is over
11" thick

— |

FREEMANS catalogue offers you the opportunity to buy
direct from England all the latest London fashions and house-
hold equipment and a selection of leading continental designs.
Over 3,000 different items (many of them well-known makes)
are illustrated in full colour. You can sit back and relax in your
favourite chair and order direct from Freemans of London, the
store with one of the finest reputations for value and service. All
Freemans goods are guaranteed to be good quality and good
value, and can be sent to you C.O.D. or cash with order. A very
nominal charge of 10/- is made for this magnificent catalogue,
and this amount is credited to the first order you place.

A colleague races into position to take one of the pin-pointed ground passes
which mark the wing-half artistry of the Army’s 14-stone footballing parson.
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SPORT CONTINUED OVERLEAF }

Here are some of the
many things you can
buy direct from Britain

Blankets

Cameras

Clocks and Watches
Clothing and Footwear
Curtains and

Dress Fabrics

Cutlery and Table Ware

Electrical Goods

Floor Coverings
Glassware

Handbags

Household Linen
Kitchen Equipment
Sports Equipment
Toilet Goods

Travel Goods

FINE QUALITY AT

REASONABLE PRICES

SEND TO LONDON TODAY

for your catalogue, enclosing 10/- (not stamps). This amount
will be allowed against your first order.
Freemans (London S.W.9) Ltd.,
Dept.S.2A Lavender House, London, S.W.9, ENGLAND

Please send me a copy of your catalogue, for which I enclose 10/- (not
stamps). I understand this will be allowed against my first order.
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SPORT continued

THE ARMY FINDS A NEW STAR

In less than three years a young Life
Guards lance-corporal has fought his way
Jfrom obscurity to the forefront of Britain’s
Olympic Games modern pentathlon hopes

"

Above: L|Cpl Collum pounds through the snow to finish an easy winner of
the 4000-metres cross-country run. Below: Flight-Lieutenant P. Little,
RAF, a British international, competing in the swimming event. He lost
his way in the cross-country run and was disqualified. He finished tenth.

SEND YOUR MOTHER

A BOX OF FLOWERS
ON MOTHERING SUNDAY, MARCH 27th
She'll be so pleased you thought of her.

Boxes £1, £2, £3, £5. Sent anywhere in Britain

FLOWERS-BY-POST LIMITED
East Horsley, Surrey, England

CAMBRIAN WELSH TWEEDS

—hand-woven, produced with charm and individuality, exclusively designed with
colours typical of the countryside. Cut lengths supplied, patterns on request.

A self-Measure service has been inaugurated for the supply of sports coats, two-piece
or three-piece suits—prices from £7. 7. 0d. to £14. 15. 0d.

For full details and particulars apply the Manager,

Cambrian Factory Ltd., Llanwrtyd Wells, Breconshire
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ANCE-CORPORAL LEONARD COLLUM, a physical training
m:‘gctor in the Life Guards at Windsor, is a remarkable young
athlete. <

Only three years ago he had never ridden a horse, never
fenced, never fired a pistol or revolver and never run in a cross-country

race—four of the five accomplish-
ments in which modern pentath-
lon competitors must shine.

Yet, in a Combined Services
Pentathlon at Aldershot recently,
he snatched a spectacular victory.
With a score of 4053 points in the
five events (the fifth is swimming)
he trounced a strong field of 22
competitors, among them the
British international and Army
champion—Lieutenant P. J. Har-
vey, of the 2nd Royal Tank Regi-
ment—and several others who are
short-listed for the British team to
compete in the Olympic Games
later this year.

Lance-Corporal Collum’s un-
expected and brilliant success,
which puts him well in the run-
ning for international honours,
was a triumph of perseverance, for
in the past six months he has spent
most of his spare time in strict
training, particularly to improve
his riding ability, the poor stand-
ard of which let him down re-
peatedly in former events and last
year cost him a place in the
British team competing in the
world championships. Night
after night, under the expert eye of
Captain Thompson, the House-
hold Cavalry Riding Master at
Windsor, he rode round and
round the indoor School, im-

proving his style and technique.

His enthusiasm paid high divi-
dends because this time he made
so few mistakes in the riding event
that he dropped only 14 points
and was second to the British
international, Flight-Lieutenant
Peter Little, of the Royal Air
Force.

In the other events, Lance-
Corporal Collum easily won the
cross-country race in 16 minutes
21 seconds, was runner-up in the
pistol and revolver competition—
his best performance so far in this
event—ifth in fencing and sixth in
swimming. His previous best all-
round placing was eighth in the
Inter-Services pentathlon in 1957,
his first competitive year.

Runner-up in the competition,
424 points behind the winner, was
Lieutenant P. J. Harvey; third,
Lieutenant R. F. Tuck, of the
Royal Marines, another British
team possible for the Olympics;
and fourth, Captain R. M. Morti-
mer, of the Royal Army Service
Corps Training Centre.

Other Army stars who com-
peted were Corporal F. R. Finnis,
of the Ist Battalion, The Middle-
sex Regiment, the British team
reserve last year, who finished
well down the list at number 11;

Below: Top-class marksmanship earmed Cpl F. R. Finnis first place in the
shooting with a 160-points lead over his closest challenger, L|Cpl Collum.

PV

sty

After a fast and furious battle Gunner Stuart Hicks (nearest camera) beat

Major M. J. W. Tingey in one of the most thrilling finals for many years.

Lieutenant G. Brown, Royal
Military Police (17th); Lieutenant
S. E. Terret, Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers (fifth) and
Sergeant B. Edwards, Army
School of Physical Training
(sixth).

Lieutenant Tuck and Corporal
J. Brockwell, Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers, tied for
first place in the fencing; Lance-
Corporal P. Exton, Royal Mili-

Below: L|Cpl Collum, whose horsemanship has not impressed iq the past,
showed a remarkable improvement and dropped only 14 points in the riding event.

Squash Ghampion
Is A Gunner

tory of the Army Squash

Rackets championship —

first held in 1927—the title
has been won by a man from the
ranks: 24-year-old Gunner Stuart
Hicks, of the School of Artillery,
Larkhill.

Gunner Hicks, who also plays
hockey for the Army and is a
three-handicap golfer, won the
championship by beating Major
M. J. W. Tingey, of the Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst, in
one of the most exciting and skil-
ful finals for many years. He won
the first game 9-4, lost the second
by 6-9 and then piled on the pace
to take the last two games at 9-4,
mastering his opponent in 46
minutes.

Gunner Hicks, who has three
times been a semi-finalist in the
Yorkshire Senior Squash Rackets
championship, has been playing
competitive squash since he was
11 years old.

The Women’s Royal Army
Corps championship was won, for
the third successive year, by

I :ORtheﬁl'sttimeinthehis-

Captain M. E. MacLagen, who
beat Captain D. J. Temple 9-3,
9-2, 5-9, 9-2.

The Veteran’s title was decided
in a battle between two brigadiers
and ended in a win for Brigadier
G. O. M. Jameison over Brigadier
J. S. Vickers by 9-3, 9-3, 9-0.

Gunner Stuart Hicks, who smashed
the officers’ 33-year monopoly of the
squash championship, proudly takes
possession of the handsome trophy.

e ]

tary Police won the swimming and
Corporal Finnis the shooting.

The event, staged by the Royal
Army Service Corps Training
Centre, was the first of a series of
“warming-up” pentathlons and
tetrathlons designed to help com-
petitors reach peak fitness early
in the season and so give the
British and Services selectors a
better opportunity to assess in-
dividual form.

If you live—among other things the CROWN
LIFE plans wil

% Make money available to you or provide
an income for your own later years—when
you will need it most. Free of tax.

4 Create an immediate estate for your
family which would otherwise require years
of constant savings to accumulate.

Y Build up an emergency cash reserve fund.
r Create in later years collateral security so
el

pful when seeking loans for house pur-
chase and other purposes.

What will “Crown Life”
do for me if | save In" u week?

If you do not live CROWN LIFE will

% Pay the rent on your house or clear off a
mortgage.

% Provide your family with a guaranteed
monthly income for a definite number of
years. Free of tax.

+ Provide the money to give the youngsters
a start in their chosen careers. Free of tax.

t Do what you would have done had you
ved.

SAVINGS are essential today—start NOW on a SAVING PLAN which will provide immediate
SECURITY for your dependants and at the same time provide a safe and secure investment for
your own future.

Income Tax rebates can represent a further saving of as much as 3s. 3d. on every £1 deposited

WAR and AVIATION COVER is available on ALL PLANS which are normally WORLD
WIDE and UNRESTRICTED

All enquiries will be dealt with personally by Major A, E. ARNOLD (Retd.) who, for some years,
has been giving the benefit of his advice and experience to members of the Forces on all forms of
insurance, and who will be very pleased to assist you to find the right plan

Really it is surprising what can be done—even with 10/- per week. In any event find out what you—

at your present age—could obtain. Send the coupon below, and KNOW what you could get—if you

decided to. Or write, call or telephone, Major A. E. Arnold, 14, Waterloo Place, London, S.W.1
Telephone: TRAfalgar 1911

To

CROWN LIFE INSURANGE COMPANY

(Incorporated in Canada with Limited Liability)
Dept. J.A., 14, Waterloo Place, London, S.W.1.

Without obligation let me have details, please. Assume I save each month £2,£4, £6, £
(Cross out the inapplicable)

Name (Rank, Mr., Mrs., Miss) ..........

Address....... e o e e e e

R L R R R e e Occupation. . ....... S

Teolephont NO.. .. ...ccovvvvenrisirisssiias Sol. 3/60
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If you have had training and experience in electrical or electronic equipment
in the Service, and are looking around for a satisfying, well-paid job in
Civilian life, we are sure you would be interested in learning more about the
openings in our growing organisation.

We are particularly interested in ELECTRONIC INSPECTORS/TESTERS,

ELECTRICAL FITTERS, ELECTRONIC WIREMEN, TRANSFORMER WINDERS
and ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENT MAKERS.

But we are also looking for other technical and non-technical personnel—so
whatever your trade, drop us a line and we shall be pleased to give every
consideration to your requests.

Address all correspondence to:—

The Personnel Manager (Ref. 197),

Hatfield, Herts.

DE HAVILLAND PROPELLERS LIMITED

Eerranti

ELEGTRONIC COMPUTERS

The outstanding success of Ferranti Computers not only in
Britain but overseas is reflected in the Company’s require-
ments for:

(i) SUPERVISING COMPUTER ENGINEERS

who should possess sound electronic knowledge based on a
Higher National Certificate or on good experience in the
technical branches of the Services.

(i) COMMISSIONING ENGINEERS

of at least H.N.C. status and preferably possessing know-
ledge of computing circuitry and techniques. Previous
experience in development would be an advantage.

These vacancies offer:
Y RESPONSIBILITY
% HIGH TECHNICAL INTEREST

% CLEAR PROSPECTS IN THIS ADVANCING
NEW INDUSTRY

% EXCELLENT SALARIES AND CONDITIONS
OF SERVICE

The Company has a Pension Scheme and a Dependants
Insurance Scheme.

Application forms can be obtained from
T. J. Lunt, Staff Manager, Ferranti Ltd., Hollinwood, Lancs.
Please quote ref.: CD(i) or (ii).

UNITED KINGDOM ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY
PRODUCTION GROUP

INSTRUMENT
MECHANICS

Windscale and Calder Works and Chapelcross Works require exper-
ienced men with knowledge of electronic equipment and/or industrial
instrumentation for fault diagnosis, repair and calibration of a wide
range of instruments used in nuclear reactors, radiation laboratories
and chemical plant. This interesting work involves the maintenance of
instruments using pulse techniques, wide band low noise amplifiers,
pulse amplitude analysers, counting circuits, television, and industrial

instruments used for the measurement of pressure, temperature and
flow.

Men with Services, Industrial or Commercial background of radar,
radio, television, industrial or aircraft instruments are invited to
write for further information. Training Courses in Specialised Tech-
niques are provided for successful applicants having suitable Instru-
mentation background. .

Married men living beyond daily travelling distances will be eligible
for housing. A lodging allowance is payable whilst waiting for housing.
Working conditions and promotions prospects are good.

Applications to:
WORKS LABOUR MANAGER,
Windscale and CalderWorks,
Sellafield, Seascale, Cumberland
or
WORKS LABOUR MANAGER,
Chapelcross Works, Annan, Dumfriesshire, Scotland.
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BE CHEERFUL

Regular Sergeant’s letter (“'It's Not
So Bad,” January) prompts me (O
wonder why newspapers so often pub-
lish the black side when they might just
as easily look on the bright side.

During my 30 years in the Indian
Army I lived under canvas in tempera-
tures ranging from 132 degrees to 23
degrees of frost. But we didn’t com-
plain. We made the best of it and had
a jolly good time. Nor do the men (and
women) in the Services today want
feather-beds, though the stuff some
newspapers print suggests they do.

When the best available has been
provided it is much better to make the
best of it and stop running it down.
Destructive criticism is easy, but it
doesn’t help morale.—Lieut-Col G.
Sanders, Indian Army (Ret), Yew
Close, Bristol Road, Wells.

ALDERSHOT FREEDOM

Your interesting article (‘‘A Face-
lift for Aldershot,” February) prompts
me to point out the remarkable
fact that only two regiments have ever
received the freedom of Aldershot, a
town which claims, with good reason,
to be “The Home of the British
Army."”

The first to receive the freedom,
immediately after World War Two,
was the Royal Hampshire Regiment;
the second, in 1957, The Parachute
Regiment.

One would have thought that many
other regiments with a long and close
association with Aldershot would have
beensimilarly honoured.—*‘Perplexed,”
Potters Bar.

* Since this correspondent’s letter was
received the Aldershot Town Council has
decided to confer its freedom on the
Army Physical Training School in
honour of the centenary this year of its
establishment in the Borough.
At the same time, a councillor sug-
ested that the honour should
stowed on the entire British Army in
1963, when the Army becomes an all-
Regular force, and a sub-committee was
set up to consider the proposal.

MESS QUESTION

More and more units are using the
term ““Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’
Mess” in official correspondence and on
signs outside messes. It even appears
outside the mess at this GHQ—and, to
make matters worse, the expression
appears on SOLDIER’s front cover
(December).

Queen’s Regulations refer only to the
“Sergeants’ Mess,” so 1 feel it is high
time the War Office issued a directive to
return to the traditional mess nomen-
clature.—Conductor F. H. Tanswell,
RAOC, GHQ, FARELF.

* Sergeants’ messes in the British
Army were in being long before there
were warrant officers—but  warrant
officers have always been members of

* LEARN

RADIO & TV
SERVICING

for your OWN
BUSINESS/HOBBY

@® by a new exciting no-maths-
system, using practical equipment
recently introduced to this country.

FREE Brochure from:—
RADIOSTRUCTOR

DEPT. G76 46, MARKET PLACE,
READING, BERKS. (3-60)

@® SOLDIER welcomes letters. There
is not space, however, to print
every letter of interest received;
all correspondents must, therefore,
give their full names and addresses
to ensure a reply. Answers cannot
be sent to collective addresses.
Anonymous or insufficiently ad-
dressed letters are not published.

@® Please do not ask for informa-
tion which you can get in your
orderly room or from your own
officer.

® SOLDIER cannot admit corres-
pondence on matters involving dis-
cipline or promotion in a unit.

these messes, which is why many units
include *“‘warrant officers’” in the title.

A case, at least as strong as Conductor
Tanswell’s, could be made for Queen's
Regulations to bring the title up to date.

OLD STAGERS

Recent letters in SOLDIER have
drawn attention to long service in the
Territorial Army.

I would like to remind “‘old stagers”
that, in certain circumstances, warrant
officers and non-commissioned officers
may be permitted to retain their rank
on discharge, with the right to wear the
uniform of their corps.—L. A. Whit-
tingham, WO1 (R), TA, 58 Dawes
Avenue, Hornchurch, Essex.

% Territorial Army Regulations state
that this recognition of long service can
be granted, if specially recommended,
only to warrant officers and non-
commissioned officers who have served
not less than ten years in or above the
rank of sergeant. For this purpose,
embodied service counts double.

Uniforms are provided at the wearer's
expense and the letter R, in white
metal or bronze, is worn above the
badges of rank.

RECOVERY
In your article “A Big Job for Big
men”’ (January) you infer that tank
recovery is a responsibility of the regi-

mental members of 123 Company,
Royal Army Service Corps (Tank
Transporter).

Although in all units a driver should
do his best to extricate his vehicle from
a difficult position, the recovery of any
equipment casualty involving the use of
special recovery equipment and vehicles
is the responsibility of the Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.
The RASC Company in question has
permanently attached to it for repair
and recovery duties 123 Company
(Tank Transporter) Workshop, REME.
— Lieut-Colonel R. Sutcliffe, REME.

% SOLDIER erred by omitting to state
that recovery work was carried out by

123 Company (Tank Transporter) Work-

shop, REME, and apologises to the men
who undertake recovery tasks.

MARCHING FEATS

This modern craze for long-distance
marching is not new.

As long ago as 1799 a Captain
Barclay, of the Royal Welch Fusiliers
(then the 23rd Foot) walked 150 miles
in two days, and in 1808 won a 1000-
guinea wager that he would walk 1000
miles in 1000 successive hours.

He lost more than two stone in
weight during this remarkable mara-
thon and slept for 17 hours after he had
completed the course.

I wonder how many modern soldiers
could equal the feat >—**Boots,”’ Birm-
ingham.

In spite of all the recent publicity
given to long-distance marching, one
remarkable feat, which we are claiming
as a world youth record, seems to have
been overlooked.

It was performed by Junior-Gunner
K. Salt, aged 17, of the Junior Leaders
Regiment, Royal Artillery, who
marched 110 miles from Birmingham
to London (most of it in pouring rain)
in 29 hours 50 minutes—more than
three hours quicker than the time set

up by the winner of a national marching
contest.

Junior-Gunner Salt was paced in
turn by three other junior Gunners and
myself. After a few miles his left leg
began to trouble him, so we bandaged
it with a torn-up jacket and, with only
20 miles to go, his hamstrings went
“soggy.”” We wound some puttees
round both his knees and he finished
the course stiff-legged.

Junior-Gunner Salt's achievement
was a tribute to his courage and
stamina, and we doubt if any member
of any other Boys unit can do better.—
Lieutenant R. Jackson, RA, Junior
Leaders Regiment, RA, Gamecock
Barracks, Nuneaton, Warwickshire.

As an ex-Rifleman I was very in-
terested to read in “Soldier to Soldier,”
January, that in 1809 the Rifie Brigade,
fully equipped, marched 52 miles in 24
hours to take part in the Battle of
Talavera.

This famous forced march was, in
fact, made by the Light Brigade—that
is, the Rifle Brigade (then the 95th or
Rifle Regiment), the 43rd and 52nd
Light Infantry—now all united in the
Green Jackets Brigade.

In his Talavera despatches Welling-
ton mentions ‘“Craufurd’s march of 12
leagues.” These were doubtless
“legales” or maritime leagues, each
equal to 3.49 miles. The total distance
was therefore 42 miles.

In his “History of the Rifle Brigade”
Verner is more explicit for he states
that the march started at Navelmoral at
4 a.m. on 28 July and the Brigade
arrived at Talavera at 6 a.m. on 29
July, that is 42 statute miles in 26 hours
(along difficult roads and under a
Spanish sun).—1st Lieut W. G. A.
Faber, Royal Netherlands Air Force,
Stalpertstraat 61, The Hague, Holland.

May I put in a word for “Stonewall”
Jackson's Confederate troops in the
Shenandoah Valley campaign of 18627

Jackson’s force of 16,000 men
marched 600 miles in 39 days, during
which Ecriod it fought and won five
major battles, defeating four separate
Union armies totalling 63,000 men.

It is not surprising that the Infantry
under Jackson earned themselves the
name of “Jackson’s Foot Cavalry.”—
M. A. Rich, 5 Rosedene, Cavendish
Road, Bowdon, Cheshire.

WAR PICTURES

Perhaps a more accurate caption for
your picture of The Gordon High-
janders at Dargai (SOLDIER, October
1959) would have described it as *“‘one
of the first to be taken of British troops
in action.”

Many photographs were, of course,
taken during earlier campaigns, but
until the invention of instantaneous
photography, early in the 1890s, they
were posed pictures.

Many thousands of military photo-
graphs of great historical value must be
scattered about museums, libraries and

in private hands. If one does not
already exist, a comprehensive collec-
tion should be formed before they fade
or are destroyed. It would be a big
task, but worth the trouble.—Raymond
Fieldhouse, 51, Red Scar Lane, Newby,
Scarborough.

BATTLE STAMP

Soldier |1::hilatelisf.s may be interested
to know that the Canadian Post Office
bas issued a special stamp (shown here)

PLAINS OF ABIANAM + PLAINES IOABRAIAM

to commemorate the 200th anniversary
of the Capture of Quebec in 1759.—
G. R. Skilton, 1621, Queen Street West,
Toronto 3, Ontario.

COMPASSIONATE
LEAVE

Does a soldier still have to use all his
privilege leave before being granted
compassionate leave? If not, what is
the authority ?7—**Anxious’’ (name and
address supplied).

% Compassionate leave does not count
against privilege leave.  Authority is
War Office Signal 1142/P.5.11(b), dated
June, 1957.

STUDENTS AND
CALL-UP

As the end of National Service
approaches those deferred until June,
1960, are now exempt from call-up. 1
could have been deferred up to this
date, but, having been led to believe
that I should eventually be called up no
matter how long my deferment, I let it
lapse in order to get my National
Service done. !

I am now told that as I did not apply
for an early call-up I cannot now get an
early release. I was kept waiting nine
months for my call-up and now face the
prospect of losing not just two but three
valuable years of study.

Can SOLDIER please advise me?—

“Student,”” MELF.
% Call-up for National Service is a
matter for the Ministry of Labour. A
scheme for premature discharge for
prospective students is outlined in Regu-
lations for National Servicemen 1957,
Volume 1, Appendix 1VA. In certain
circumstances up to three months’
remission of whole-time service can be
granted under this scheme to enable a
student to enter a university or college,
and this period may be exceeded where
there are adeguate grounds to warrant
special approval.

LETTERS CONTINUED OVER

opportunities for promotion.

sport and recreation.

for full details to:

Constable’s pay: £510 to £695 per annum.
Generous leave and allowances. 44 hour
week. Pension after 25 years. Facilities for

If you are between 19 and 30 years of age,
not less than 5’ 8” in height without foot-
wear, of good health and character, write

The Hon. Secretary, No. 4 District Recruiting Board,
Police Headquarters, Newton Street, Birmingham 4

The Police Service in the Midlands I

. . . offers a career to all ex-Service-
men, with security for the future, and

P
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IT'S EASY TO STOP SMOKING WITH
‘ m

FOLLOW THE TENS OF THOUSANDS WHO HAVE ALREADY
TAKEN NICOBREVIN THE ORIGINAL ANTI-SMOKING CAPSULES

Ask your chemist for NICOBREVIN today or write for free
details.

MILLER OF GOLDEN SQUARE LTD.
13 GOLDEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.1. Tel: GERrard 6533

A MAN’S LIFE IN A YOUNG COUNTRY
BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA POLICE (SOUTHERN RHODESIA)
Applications invited from unmarried men, 19—25, for appointment as
Constables; education, G.C.E. or equivalent school certificate with not
less than 4 “O"’ level subjects including English; minimum height 5° 9",
physically fit, perfect vision without glasses; commencing rates of pay,
under 20, £460 p.a., over 20, £500 p.a.; rising in five annual increments to
£820. All promotions from the ranks. Uniform, equipment, quarters,
outward passage, free. Apply: POLICE RECRUITING OFFICER,

RHODESIA HOUSE, 429 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2.

CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS

Executive Class examination for ex-Forces candidates, June 1960 (Basic grade rises
to £1,050); good promotion opportunities. Clerical Class examination
for _ex-Forces candidates, October 1960. Officer of Customs and Excise,
18-22, with allowance for Forces service (Basic grade rises to £1,285)—
examination in March 1961; also Assistant Preventive Officer (Customs and
Excise), 19-21, with allowance for Forces service—examination in February 1961.
Write to: !
CIVIL SERVICE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL

10 STATION PARADE, BALHAM HIGH ROAD, LONDON S.W.12

THIS FINE LONDON TAILORED SUIT * 3
YOURS

ALL STYLES AND

oo r R Balance by 6 monthly
Send focl;trr::;:‘zlothing paymem Df 30'.

oy RN CASH £9-5-0

WRITE NOW

more letters

WARRANT RANK

What is the age limit for promotion
to the rank of Warrant Officer, Class
One 7—“W.0.,”" BAOR. 3

* The normal age limit is 42, but there
are certain exceptions, details of which
can be found in War Office Memoran-
dum 18/Gen/3722/P.A.3(a), dated 31
August, 1959.

“LUTZOW'S WILD
CHASE”

I have been told that the Regimental
march past of the King’s Royal Rifle
Corps—"Lutzow’s Wild Chase”—is an
old German song. How did this come
to be a British regimental march?—
E. G. Blunt, 38 Winsor Terrace, Beck-
ton, East Ham, E.6.

% The Regimental version of ‘‘Lut-
zow's Wild Chase” has passed through
many phases and now bears very little
resemblance to the original, which was
set to music by Weber. The present
version, though retaining the name
“Lutzow's Wild Chase,” is, in fact,
Von Gehriecl’s “‘Jdgersleben,”” which
was finally adopted by the King's Royal
Rifle Corps in 1905, because its rhythm
is excellent for the step of Riflemen.

WHY NO MEDAL?

I should be interested to know your
authority for the statement (Letters,
January) that the total killed during the
Abyssinian Expedition of 1868 amount-
ed to 46.

C. B. Norman, when compiling his
book *“Battle Honours of the British
Army,” had access to the War Office
Casualty Returns, and he gives the
total casualties as wounded: two
officers and 27 other ranks; killed:
none. C. Rathbone Low in *‘Soldiers
of the Victorian Era” states: “‘Not an
officer or man was actually killed in
action. Captain Roberts, 4th King's
Own, lost an arm, and 19 men were
wounded on the 10th April; and Major
Pritchard, R.E., and 9 men at the
assault of Magdala.”

There is a discrepancy of one in the
two accounts, but I cannot believe that
your figure of 46 killed is correct.—
Ernest J. Martin, Member, Military
Historical Society, Kenton Cottage, 834
Kenton Lane, Harrow Weald, Middle-
Sex.

% SOLDIER erred by misreading Sir
John Fortescue's statement in  his
*History 3{ the British Army” that
“There died of disease not more than 46
British of all ranks, and 284 Indian
soldiers.”

“PUMP AND
TORTOISE”

Can you tell me the origin and mean-
ing of the curious nickname **Pump and
Tortoise™ once applied to the 38th of
Foot (later the South Staffordshire
Regiment), and at what period the
soubriquet was current ?—Captain P. D.
Kavanagh, “Melrose,” Curragh Road,
Kildare, Ireland.

% . The 38th Foot was raised in 1705 and
in 1706 was sent to the West Indies,
where it remained for nearly 60 years.
On their return to England the men were
in poor physical shape, suffering from
dysentery and other tropical diseases, a
fact which may have given rise to the
nickname.

Lieutenant-Colonel R. G. Levett,
Commanding O fficer of the new Stafford-
shire Regiment, suggests that the nick-
name had a more recent origin, when a
senior officer accused one of the bai-
talions of being unable to march, blaming
drink as the cause, and called them the
“Pump and Tortoise Brigade.”

Yet another version is given in ** Nick-
names and Traditions in the Army,”
published by Gale & Polden, which says:
“The 38th Regt. was called ‘Pump and
Tortoise’ on account of its sobriety and
the slow, methodical manner of the men
while deing their work when once sta-
tioned at Malta.””

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

The two pictures vary in the following
respects: |. African holding child’s hand.
2. Lines of hut roof. 3. Length of
mosquito’s tail. 4. Rear hub of truck.
5. Width of windscreen. 6. Zebra's right
hind leg. 7. Standing soldier’s left stock-

ing. 8. “H” in 74th. 9. Trunk of tall
palm. 10. Hat brim of standing soldier.

QUICK CROSSWORD

The winner of SOLDIER’s January
Quick Crossword competition was:
Sergeant . Webster, 2 Detachment, CI

Unit, BAOR, BFPO 20.

The correct answers were:

ACROSS. 1. Present. 5. Eastern.
9. Satellite. 10. Overt. 11. Orlop. 12.
Litterers. 13. Student. 15. Do. 16.
Stud. 18. Fall. 19. Ad. 21. Recalls.
23, Leakiness. 25. Utter. 27. Ernie.

28. Salvation. 29. Saddles. 30. Eyeless.

DOWN. 1. Pastors. 2. Extol. 3.
Eclipsed. 4. Triplet. 5. Exerted. 6.
Stole. 7. Elemental. 8. Not used.

14. Unlearned. 17. Accurate. 18.
Filters. 20. Dresses. 21. Resolve.
22. Sprints. 24, Ideal. 26. Tribe.
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HEN the great question is
answered, try, If you can,
to seal it with a James Walker
ring. Behind each dainty
circlet is the accumulated skill,
the technical knowledge and
artistry of one of the world’s
greatest jewellers. There are
s rings . . . and rings. . . ! James
Diamond singt"  Walker not onlgys offers the
widest selection of price and
style but with them the
security which only a 135
“years' reputation can promise.
The Diamonds are Platinum-
set in 18ct. Gold rings, and at
£10 and over rings are
~ INSURED FREE.

stone £21.10.0 stone £10.10.0

Diumond three-
stone £10.10.0

Diamond cross- Diamond cross-
over £10.10.0
S

Gl
Diamond hali- _ 22ct. Gold Wedding
hoop £21.0.0 Ring £8.8.0
This BOOK oF RINGS is free.
\ Hundreds of rings in avtual size
amd colowr. Send. p.c. for yowr copy

Ruby g; Ps'ramomfl
o Diamond set Gold
Band £5.15.0

You pay no purchase tax if
you buy from abroad for
delivery abroad (not in U.K.)

JamesWalker

Dept. 18, CENTURY HOUSE, STREATHAM, LONDON, 5.W.16

A Magnificent Gift
from a Soldier

The Historic Knife of the Gurkhas

WALL PLAQUE. A pair of Horn Handled
Kukries, with rust-proof and engraved blade
and six Silver-plated Gurkha Rifles Crests, all
mounted on a polished wooden board, for
wall decorations and regimental museums:—
6-in. 8-in. 10-in. 12-in. blade
£2 5s. £ £3 10s. €4

GURKHA KUKRI, with two miniature knives and sheath, with white metal
handle, £2/2/-; horn handle, £1/14/-; wooden handle £1/4/-. Leather frog,
3/- extra.

FOR COLLECTORS
INDIAN ARMY AND POLICE
CAP BADGES

Silver-plated, 3/- each.
(N.B. Please ask for complete list.)

REGIMENTAL BLAZER BADGES
in Gold and Silver Wire from 18/-.
Crested Cuff Links and Uniform Decora-
tion badges are made to order. Original
sketches copied. Inquiries from Mess
Secretaries welcomed.

Add packing and postage, 12/- per article,
(18/-for two). Orderssupplied per C.0.D.
post. Send cheques, postal orders, or
American Express Company's M.O. with
all orders from A.P.Os. and B.A.O.R. No
import Duty in U.K. on H.M. Forces Gift
Parcels if you buy for delivery in U.K.
Money refunded if not satisfied. Please ask

LADIES’ PURSE

for FREE gift CATALOGUE Dancing Peacock and other attrac-
tive designs embroidered in silver
thread on black velvet purse, £1 14s.

DOON STEELWORKS s .
s With embroidery work on both sides
P.0. BOX 27, DEHRADUN (India) of purse, £2 5s.

A RARE OPPORTUNITY

For Members of

HER MAIJESTY’S FORCES

Serving Overseas
(or about to proceed Overseas)

WE OFFER

HIRE PURCHASE

Facilities for

NEW or USED CARS

Our Business serves exclusively SERVICE PERSONNEL,
Dependants and Civilian Components throug hout the World

Among the many advantages are these:

1. Specially low interest rates.

2. No restriction on movement of you or your car.

3. Acceptance by cable to your dealer within 48
hours of receipt of documents.

4. Terms of 6, 12, 18, 24, 30 or even as long as 36
months with deposits as low as 10%,.

5. Generous cancellation rebates if your account is
settled ahead of time.

6. Special “‘Personal Loan’’ assistance if you return
to U.K. and your car is liable to P.T. which is
obviated if your H.P. is settled prior to import
into U.K.

7. Your insurance premiums can be included in the
H.P. amount.

8. We can arrange Purchase Tax Indemnity Insurance
against the risk of returning with your car
prematurely to the U.K.

Write direct or insist that your local dealer accepts your
choice of H.P. company. .

If you are not buying another car we can also look after
your INSURANCE problems by arranging your cover with
the Brandaris Insurance Company of London and
Amsterdam, the company which specialises in Auto
Insurance for the Serviceman.

Look at these advantages:

(a) Very competitive rates.

(b) Prompt claims service—Branch Offices and agents
in ALL countries.

(c) Your policy good for U.K. and all countries except
Russia.

(d) Free movement with the International Green
Card at no additional costs to you.

(e) Your insurance policy can be prepared partly in
respect of your present territorial location and
the remaining period.in the U.K. after you return,
at the U.K. area rating on a-pro rata basis, thereby
avoiding inconvenience and loss when you arrive
inthe UK. __

) Generous no claim bonuses.

(g) Both the H.P. and Insurance Departments are
under British Management.

(h) Together with many advantages too numerous to
list here.

To: Overseas Motor (Finance) Ltd. |
29 Hill Street, St. Helier, Jersey, C.l., United Kingdom 1

NGME...covenarrnrennnssssscsssanees e e Rank..........c. Age......

..................... Driving Exp.......Yrs. Licence Prov./Normal
| am interested in H.P./INS. The Car | have/will buy |
|

|
|
| Coverrequired: TP, TPFT, Comp. (Strike out non-applicable)
| Model.....coornmmmnmmmmninniananes Year... e Value .........
I



DIANE FOSTER

(Columbia Pictures)






