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send 240 text messages free

a special offer for the Army
join Orange and receive

® your choice of a complimentary
Nokia 3510e (available soon),
Siemens C45e or up to 50%
off selected phones

B two months’ subscription to Text 120
B one free accessory

¥ plus inclusive delivery,
connection and itemised billing

to find out more call Orange Direct on

0800 168 168 =Y =&

quoting Army 4

Offer available onigf bgy calling Orange Direct on the number above. Subject to status and a minimum 12 month term on a monthly billed Orange Service Plan. Minimum monthly
subscription is £15.99 on Orange Everytime 20 when ps::ring by Direct Debit. Customers can choose to exclude calls to other mobiles on Orange Everytime 20 for a reduced cost.
Offer applies to new contracts only and excludes upgrades, Everyday 50 and the OVP Service Plan with call charges matched to Virgin Mobile. Itemised billing may be chargeable
on some OVP tariffs. Complimentary subscription is credited in the second and third months. Customers will receive complimentary subscription to Text 120 for a period of two
months, after this date Orange will continue to suf)ply Text 120 charged at £8 Fer month. If you do not wish to receive this please contact Orange Customer Services on 150 free
from your Orange phone. Choice of accessory includes a phone case, personal handsfree kit and in car charger. RRPs are based on the current range RRP and are correct at the
time of printing and may be subject to change. All offers are subject to availability. Offer valid until 31 August 2002. Orange Text Bundles are subject to terms and conditions,
please visit www.orange.co.uk/services/text_message_bundles_tcs.html
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Cover picture

Watching brief: CSgt (SSl)
Paul Kendrick, who instructs
on armoured close recon-
naissance at the Reconnais-
sance Division at
Warminster, keeps an eye
on proceedings during an
exercise on Salisbury Plain.
See Pages 18-19.
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Royal Anglian troops helped to tackle the
plague of crime that had spread

throughout Afghanistan’s ravaged capital

Report: Andy Simms
Pictures: Cpl Jim Elmer

IT is hard to believe when you walk down
the vibrant, market-lined streets of Kabul
today that Afghanistan’s capital recently
ranked among the most dangerous cities
in the world.

Just six months ago the cover of night-
fall and long shadows cast by the city’s
crumbling skyline were a haven for armed
gangs and opportunist criminals.

Hardened by 23 years of war, life had
become a cheap commodity and brutal
murders, armed robberies and rapes were
becoming all too frequent.

The Afghan police force, rife with cor-
ruption and without uniform or pay, did
little to curb the soaring crime rate,
which, left unchecked, threatened the sta-
bility of the volatile state.

But all that changed when soldiers from
the Ist Battalion, The Royal Anglians
arrived in Kabul as part of the then
British-led International Security Assis-
tance Force (Isaf) in March.

“Armed crime was plaguing the city
and its population when we first arrived in
Kabul,” explained the Royal Anglians’
commanding officer Lt Col Phil Jones.
“There were some brutal murders going
on and gangs of up to 30 people were
operating with complete freedom.

“Every crime was being politicised and
it became obvious to us that this plague of
criminals posed as much threat to the
peace as any remaining Taliban or al-
Qaida.”

Responsible for the security of the
south-west of the city, an area levelled by
rocket attacks during the civil war of the
early 1990s, the 550-strong battalion put
its extensive Northern Ireland experience
to good use and patrolled the streets 24
hours a day, seven days a week.

“The foremost function of our patrols
was to deter armed crime,” said Lt Col
Jones. “During the early days of our tour
at least 60 per cent of our patrols were
done at night when the streets were com-
pletely empty and the city became a ghost
town.

“We went out aggressively to show the
criminals that we meant business and in
the first month we had five or six direct
contacts with them.” i

Acting on information from the local
population and intelligence collected
from overt and covert observation posts,
1 R Anglian patrols swamped areas where
gangs were reported to be operating.

One such foray at the end of April
resulted in a prolonged exchange of fire
with a large group of armed criminals and
the subsequent arrest of seven men - five
of whom were policemen.

Lt Col Jones said: “That act of getting
right up face-to-face with these guys,
knocking them over in the streets and
arresting them, really spelt the end of the
plague of armed criminality in Kabul.

“The whole area went unbelievably
quiet in terms of criminal activity after
that incident. We would like to think it
sent a shock wave through Kabul’s under-
world and that it was the reason why the
three or four other gangs which had been
operating stopped doing so.”

Even in Barjay, a district notorious for
its high levels of crime and ethnic tension,
shootings and armed raids ceased.

Cpl John Kitson, a patrol leader with B
Company, told Soldier: “Barjay was one of
the busiest areas in the-

atre and when we first
got there crime levels
were very high.

“A lot of incidents
happened during the
early hours of the morn-
ing when the traders ’
came out to work, Crim- l‘
inals were constantly
trying to jump them and
steal their money.

“So we flooded the
area and closed it down
completely,” he said.
“We had men constantly
out on patrols and the
criminals  were  not
expecting us to be there
and did not expect to be
challenged.

“The police had always been too ner-
vous to take on the gangs but we went in
with aggression and as soon as they saw
that we always came forward and attacked
they calmed down.”

Determined to have some sort of last-
ing effect on the troubled city, the battal-
ion also set about finding an Afghan

Learning process: RMP Sgt Nigel King shares the benefit
of his experience with Afghan policemen at a checkpoint pro-
viding security for the Loya Jirga (Grand Council) meeting

solution to an Afghan problem and
worked to encourage the professionalisa-
tion of the local police force before
returning to their Pirbright home last
month.

Unfortunately, in the past the police
force had been part of the problem and
many of the “officers” who wandered the
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Crime watch: Royal Anglians on patrol
in a war-damaged area of Kabul

M

6 One foray resulted in a prolonged exchange of fire with a Iarge_group of armed
criminals and the arrest of seven men - five of whom were policemen ?

streets were themselves deeply involved in
crime.

“As a matter of policy we encouraged
the police to accompany us on our
patrols,” explained Lt Col Jones. “It
dragged them out of their bases, made
them patrol the community and made
them confront reality.

“Previously their method of interaction
with the public did not involve dialogue
and was done at the end of a 12-inch
stick, so we tried to show them by osmo-
sis how they should conduct themselves.

“It also meant that when we arrived on
the scene of a crime we could force them
to take responsibility for the investigation
as the appointed force for justice.”

The Vikings also called upon the exper-
tise of 160 Provost Company, 3 RMP,
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embedding a Service policeman at each
of the company’s locations to act as a liai-
son officer and offer the Afghan police
low-level training programmes.

According to Sgt Nigel King (3 RMP),
this was long overdue.

“A lot of the Afghan police are former
soldiers who have joined the police force
with no training,” he said. “Their idea of
an investigation was an interrogation and
a lot of them could not even read or write.
How are you meant to take a statement
when you can’t write?

“They were not so much addressing
crime as coping with it and they were cer-
tainly not dealing with it as a trained
police force with a court system above
them would,” he said. “The police were
acting independently and if a policeman

thought a punishment needed handing
out then he would deal with it.

“That said, we have noticed a dramatic
change in the way they do things. Those
who can write now take notes, they col-
lect evidence — albeit in their own unique
way — and there are now vehicle check
points all around the city.

“They are a long way off becoming as
professional as a European police force
but we have made a start.”

And it is a start of which the Royal
Anglians and 3 RMP are suitably proud.
Thanks to their efforts Turkey, Isaf’s new
lead nation, and Afghanistan’s newly-
elected interim government have one
fewer thing to worry about. Even the
people of Kabul are beginning to bcliftve
that lasting peace could become a reality.

4
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Thanks to the ABF
a soldier’s 3 year survival
course came to an end.

Even if you've left the Army you can
still count on the ABF for help. An ex-
soldier had been living rough for 3 years
in Bristol. When he was eventually
allocated a small flat he had no belongings
or furnishings. Our grant helped to buy the
essentials and get him back on his feet.

Whether the problems are emotional,
physical or financial we have the expertise
and the resources to offer comfort and
support. But to carry on our work we need
your help.

By organising or taking part in
fundraising events for the ABF you are
helping soldiers, ex-soldiers and their

families in real need.

020 7591 2000

website: www.armybenfund.org

BENEVOLENT
FUND

The ABF is the Army’s national charity and is committed to the welfare of Army
and ex-Army personnel and their families. (Registered Charity No. 211645)
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MINISTRY of Defence officials are con-
sidering a report on the performance of
the SA80-A2 during recent operations in
Afghanistan. A team flew to Kabul to
investigate why Royal Marines had prob-
lems with weapons failing to fire.

Armed Forces Minister Adam Ingram
confirmed in the House of Commons that
three official failure reports had been filed
from troops in Afghanistan, the first time
the new individual weapon (IW) had been
used on operations. All failures must be
reported up the chain of command.

Of the three failure reports, two were
because the weapons had been damaged
in transit. The team has investigated the

reasons for the other reported stoppages
and its findings are now being considered.

The reporting team, led by a colonel in
the Royal Marines, monitored test firings
staged under typical operational condi-
tions and which included helicopter mis-
sions, very high temperatures, humidity
and severe dust.

The Army’s entire stock of SA80 indi-
vidual weapons is currently being upgrad-
ed in a £92m programme to improve their
reliability following many instances of
misfirings and stoppages.

Heckler and Koch, the weapons manu-
facturer, carried out a series of modifica-
tions which included replacing firing pins,
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Keep on firing: A soldier of B Company, the 2nd Battalion, The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment pictured on arange in the
Kuwaiti desert during extensive trials of the SAB80-A2 last
year. Tens of thousands of rounds were fired in temperatures
which reached more than 50C and in winds laden with sand
and grit. Troops involved in the tests told Soldier at the time
they were impressed with the reliability of the modified rifle to

some gas parts and
springs, magazines and
bolt assemblies. Follow-
ing the improvements,
stringent tests were car-
ried out before the first
weapons were issued in
time for British troops
flown to Afghanistan in
the aftermath of the
September 11 terrorist
attacks on America.
Those trials included
test-firings in the harshest
desert, arctic and jungle
conditions. Results were
carefully analysed and
confirmed the “new”
weapon’s superior capabili-
ty . . . it fired 500,000
rounds and had only 158
stoppages between the
IW and the light sup-
port weapon (LSW). The
Kuwait trials were con-
ducted in blown sand
conditions similar to con-
ditions in Afghanistan.
Following the return of
the Royal Marines task
force from their mission
hunt down Taliban

UPDATE

Questions asked
about reliability
of SA80-A2

® MoD team investigates ‘failures’
@ Batches of rifles damaged in transit

Finger on the trigger: A Royal Marine
involved in the search for Taliban and al-
Qaida forces in Afghanistan’s mountains.
He is armed with the modified SA80-A2 rifle

and al-Qaida forces in Afghanistan,
reports of weapon-failures appeared in
UK newspapers. Some of those articles
focused on the cleaning regime necessary
to keep the rifle in working order and
claimed the wrong oil had been used.

It is understood that the modified
weapon requires no more cleaning than
the original version. Users of the Al and
A2 versions are instructed to lubricate the
weapon frequently in hot desert condi-
tions, as experienced in the Gulf War.

A spokesman for the MoD said: “We
view any reported shortcomings in the
SABO very seriously. In hot and dusty con-
ditions all weapon systems are likely to
suffer stoppages.”

It is understood that when all the claims
have been fully investigated and assessed
an announcement at ministerial level will
be made.



‘Detect, decide
and destroy’ is
new thrust in
war on terror

FORCES that can strike hard and fast any-
where in the world, cutting down the
enemy’s time to think, plan and act, are the
cornerstones of the New Chapter to the
Strategic Defence Review developed as a
result of the September 11 terrorist attacks.

Outlining key elements of a White Paper
on the New Chapter, Defence Secretary
Geoff Hoon said recent experience suggest-
ed a need for British Forces to deploy further
afield more often than envisaged and an abil-
ity to operated alongside the US and others.

The capability to detect, decide and
destroy — known as network-centric capabil-
ity — will require extra investment in airborne
and other sensors as well as the means to
pass information quickly.

Measures outlined in a White Paper pub-
lished last month include:

® Acceleration of the Army’s Watchkeep-
er unmanned air vehicles development pro-
gramme.

® The use of more rapidly-deployable
light forces with improved mobility and fire-
power.

® Enhancements to target-acquisition and
strike capabilities at all times in all weathers,

® The concept of a family of air-trans-
portable medium-weight armoured vehicles.

® More and better temporary accommo-
dation for troops deployed abroad.

® Enhanced capabilities for Special Forces.

To fallen mates

THE ROYAL FUSILIERS

City of London Regiment)

In memory
OF thase wha gave their
it vorving with
The ist Battalion in the Korean Vs
gust 1952 o August 1953

Remembering: Fusiliers who fought in Korea
gathered in the Chapel Royal of St Peter ad Vin-
cula in the Tower of London for the dedication of
a memorial to colleagues from the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Fusiliers who lost their lives in the war.
Forty names are recorded on the roll of honour
held above the memorial by war veteran ex-Fus
Kevin Meade, left, and bugler WO2 Richard
Stamp, 1 RRF. The memorial will be set into the
north wall of the Royal Chapel  Picture: Steve Dock

Shouldt_ers to lean on: An injured police officer is taken from the baseline at Drumcree
by soldiers of the 1st Battalion, The Royal Highland Fusiliers after trouble erupted as
demonstrators attempted to breach the barrier Pictures: Army Information Service, Northern Ireland

Waiting:
Security
forces wait as
Orangemen
approach,
above

Drumcree tension
reduced as Army
keeps low profile

But 24 police hurt as bridge comes under sustained attack

IT was a case of preparing for the worst
but hoping for the best during the
marching season in Northern Ireland
as a Imajor security operation swung
into action. Four barttalions were
deployed around Drumcree Church to
support the Police Service of Northern
Ireland, writes Simon Mander.

But a desire for a low-key military
operation meant troops were kept well
back. A smaller crowd-control obstacle
(CCO) than in previous years, placed
on the Drumcree bridge by sappers
from Antrim-based 25 Engineer Regi-
ment, symbolised the attempt to “nor-
malise” the dispute and
defuse tensions.

Promises of a peace-
ful protest proved false
and a group of loyalists,
some wearing Orange
Order regalia, tried to
storm the barrier. Police
stationed on the bridge,
supported by soldiers
from the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Highland
Fusiliers, came under
sustained attack from
stone-throwers.

The sappers quickly
brought in a larger
CCO, but 24 police
officers were injured,
four of them seriously,
and one soldier suffered
a minor facial injury.

A stand-off devel-
oped and a number of
arrests were made by
the police in connection
with the violence.

Three days later the threat had
reduced enough to allow the sappers to
replace the large CCO with two smaller
versions.

But by then all eyes were on Belfast

as the climax of the marching season,
“The Twelfth,” loomed. Tension had
already been raised by the sporadic sec-
tarian violence which has plagued the
city’s interfaces since the dispute out-
side Holy Cross Primary School began
in June last year.

Again the security forces’ dilemma
was to ensure public safety without
making a volatile situation worse.

As at Drumcree, roulement units
were drafted in to support resident bat-
talions but kept back until needed. In
the event the preparations paid off with
the vast majority of parades passing off
relatively peacefully.

There was some trouble at Spring-
field Road for the return of the White-
rock parade, but the potentally
contentious march past the Ardoyne
shop fronts — a notorious flashpoint — in
North Belfast passed without signifi-
cant incident.

Brig Euan Loudon, Chief of Staff,
HQ Northern Ireland, said: “It was a
difficult balance to strike in terms of
how many soldiers to deploy. We could-
n’t have too few, but didn’t want too
many. I think we got it just about right
and public safety and public order
were, by and large, maintained.”

Deployed at Drumcree were the resi-
dent 1st Bartalions, The Prince of
Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire
and The Devonshire and Dorset Regi-
ment, supported by roulement units
IRHF and the 3rd Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment.

In Belfast for the Twelfth were the
resident 1st Battalion, The Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders, and the 2nd
Battalion, The Royal Irish Regiment,
reinforced by roulement units the 1st
Battalion, The Royal Green Jackets,
the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Anglian
Regiment and the 2nd Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.

16th/5th The Queen’'s Royal Lancers
during the 1970s and served in Falling-

regiment, now The Queen’s Royal Lancers,
based in Osnabriick, is serving as the UK
battle-group responsible for Podujevo in

® Marksmen from the 3rd Battalion,
The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

ing championships at Bisley. The eight-man
team's haul included the China Cup.

® Thousands of Russian officers have
returned to civvy street thanks to help from
the MoD. In the latest round of graduations,
more than 1,200 army officers passed out
of retraining centres across Russia. Since

the MoD resettlement scheme began in
1995, 15,000 officers have been trained.

® Teenagers from the north of England
learned about Army life during a three-day
careers exhibition at Marne Barracks, Catt-
erick. About 12,000 discovered lifestyle and
travel opportunities available to soldiers.

claimed top marks in the national TA shoot-
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Sprouting leaves: Pte Sally Smith, a new recruit
in the rifle platoon at Keithley TA Centre, York-
shire, looks the part for the annual camp of The
East and West Riding Regiment south of Brus-

sels in Belgium. Picture: cpl Jim Elmer RLC

Falcon bidders
down to two

TWO British companies are in the running
to provide the Armed Forces’ new £430 mil-
lion secure communications system, which
will be used by senior commanders to direct
operations on the battlefields of the furure.
BAE Systems and Marconi Mobile have
been named as preferred bidders for the
assessment phase of the Falcon (Formation
Communications System) programme.

Big increase hailed

THE biggest increase in the Defence budget
for 20 years - it will rise by £3.5b between
now and 2005-06 as a result of the Chancel-
lor’s 2002 spending review — was welcomed
by Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon as reflect-
ing the Government’s commitment to strong
defence and the continued modernisation
and evolution of the Armed Forces.

Expanding web

MORE than 500 new pages of useful infor-
mation for serving soldiers and their fami-
lies have been placed on the Army website.
Creation of the pages was personally over-
seen by the Adjutant General, Lt Gen Sir
Timothy Granville-Chapman.They can be
accessed direct via www.ag.mod.uk
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The customer comes first

We offer excellent availability on all models

All cars supplied with pink log book

We'll be pleased to help you with your part exchange valuation.
All cars are built to UK specification

Full 3 year UK warranty included

For a list of cars available
from stock, please visit
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UPDATE

early return
to Kenya

SAPPERS from Paderborn-based 37
Armoured Engineer Squadron enjoyed
an unexpected second deployment to
Kenya in two years when the squadron
originally earmarked to go was put on
standby for Afghanistan.

But the misfortune of 51 Field
Squadron (Air Assault), 39 Engineer
Regiment — trips to southern Africa are
highly sought-after — was to 37
Squadron’s advantage, even though
the 35 Engineer Regiment unit was
given only three weeks’ notice. In the
same week the Paderborn sappers learned
that their impending Operation Agricola
tour to Kosovo had been cancelled.

Best-laid plan: SSgt Dave Lloyd, left, looks at one of the bridge site designs with Spr Andy Lowe

Located on the edge of Meru National
Park, towards the Somali border and a
day’s drive north-east of Nairobi, the

squadron was tasked with building two
bridges in addition to a 20km track inside
the park for the Kenya Wildlife Service.

Sappers to dig
in with Terrier

SAPPERS operating in dangerous situa- Terrier: artist's
tions are to get a new armoured vehicle. impression
The 30-tonne Terrier, of which 65 have
been ordered, will be used by Royal Engi-
neers to clear and mark routes, prepare
and clear obstacles and dig vehicle slots
for troops operating in the indirect
fire zone of the battlefield.

The battlefield engineer vehi-
cle is to be developed and
built by Leicester-based
Roval Ordnance plc in a
deal worth almost £350
million. Sub-contractors
Alvis will construct the hulls
and assemble the vehicles,
while the power-pack will be provided
by Caterpillar Defence Products.

The first 20 are expected to enter service
during 2008, when it will begin to replace
the ageing combat engineer tractor (CET),
in service since the 1970s. Terrier, which
will be operated by a crew of two, will be

transportable by C-17 or A400M aircraft.
It will offer more speed and mobility than
the CET and better armour protection for
its driver and operator.

@ Batus “red-top” - see Kitstop, Page 27

Ray of hope
for Suez
veterans

SUEZ Canal Zone veterans were cling-
ing to a thread of hope this month after
a delegation supported by four Mem-
bers of Parliament met top Govern-
ment officials to argue the case for a
medal.

The official side was led by Cabinet
Secretary Sir Richard Wilson in his role
as chairman of the Honours, Decora-
tions and Medals Committee.

He discussed the pros and cons of the
case with MP Annette Brooke and
other members of the group campaign-
ing for a medal for service between
1951 and 1954.

While making no promises, Sir
Richard said he hoped to give the group
a progress report before his retirement
from office this month.

He said he would discuss the matter
with the Prime Minister and stressed
that even then any positive recommen-
dation would have to receive the
Queen’s consent.

Gone to the dogs

TO give the unit an
enhanced capability when
deployed on operations, the
1st Battalion, The King’'s
Own Royal Border Regi-
ment sent four soldiers on a
dog-handling course run by
Cyprus Defence Animal Sup-
port Unit. All four passed.

Dry run

SAPPERS from 51
Field Squadron and
9 (Para) Sqn RE on
exercise in Scotland
worked on a fre-
quently-flooded car
park at Garwachie
Lochs and built a
new access road.

Anyone for the Cambrian?

UP to 100 eight-man teams are expected
to take part in this year's Cambrian Patrol
over rugged Welsh terrain. The annual
event for the Regular Army, Territorial
Army and foreign entries will involve seven
overlapping phases between October 25
and November 3. Details from the Cambri-
an Patrol office at Brecon on (mil) 94351
2280/2344 or (civ) 01874 613280/613344.
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Squadron in signal-fest

SIGNALLERS from 41 countries took
part in the eighth Combined Endeavour,
the largest communications and informa-
tion systems interoperability exercise in
the world. The event, in Germany,
involved Nato-controlled 280 (UK) Signal
Squadron. Marksmen from 280 Sgn won
the Minor Units' championship at the
Army’s Central Skill-at-Arms meeting.



And | quote...

¢ Although we do not yet
have audited figures for
2001-02, the indications
are that the proportion of
recruits from the British
ethnic minorities joining
the Army last year
exceeded the five per

Under Big Ben
A digest of what's being said on
Army matters in Parliament

Terror war:
More TA
called out

MORE Territorial Army specialists are being
called out this month following the increase in
intelligence work in the aftermath of the
events of September 11.

With other reservists from the Royal Naval
Reserve and the Royal Auxiliary Air Force,
they will replace the majority of the 55 called
out last February who now wish to go back to
their civilian jobs.

They will augment the Defence Intelligence
Staffs and other headquarters organisations.

In a written answer, Defence Minister
Lewis Moonie said: “We recognise the essen-
tial contribution made by these reservists to
the operations against
global terrorism and
are grateful to them,
their families and their
employers for their sup-
port” MPs were also
told that as at May 1, the
TA strength stood at
39,125, including those
mobilised in support of
operations.

cent goal for the first

time. ®

— Defence Secretary
Geoff Hoon, in a debate
on the Armed Forces.

Numbers up: Trained
Regular infantry strength
at June 1 was 25,526 —
the highest level for
more than five years.

Commitments: About 25 per cent of the
Army is now committed to operations, com-
pared with 44 per cent at the height of the
Kosovo campaign.

Tour interval: Latest assessment of the aver-
age unit tour interval is about 24 months.

Gurkhas: Two additional permanent Gurkha
sub-units are to be created — a Queen’s Own
Gurkha Logisitic Squadron, part of 10 Trans-
port Regiment RLC, and a Queen’s Gurkha
Signal Squadron, part of 21 Signal Regiment.

A written answer said: “This move will
ensure that the Army is able to deliver
enhancements envisaged under the Strate-
gic Defence Review.”

Counter-narcotics support: Counter-nar-
cotics operations requiring military support
resulted in the seizure of drugs valued at
£2.3b in 1999-2000, and £40m in 2001-02.
There were no seizures involving military
support in 1997-98, 1998-99 or 2000-01.
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Guns from the sky: Troops from 7 Parachute Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery take

delivery of a 105mm light gun which had been dropped by a Royal Navy Sea King heli-
copter on to the main firepower arena at the spectacular, five-day Army 2002 military
showcase at Larkhill last month. The gun in the background was towed on by a Pinz-
gauer vehicle, right, while the Chinook was about to land to demonstrate another
means of delivering artillery to the battlefield. More photographs and story in Page 23

Gurkha walkers
in a hurry to
cross Hebrides

FIVE Gurkhas, all serving with the 1st
Battalion, The Highlanders, com-
pleted a 160-mile walk in six days from
the most northerly point of the Outer
Hebrides to the most southerly and
hope to collect £60,000 for the Gurkha
Welfare Trust.

Also involved in the march, from the
Butt of Lewis to Barra Head, was Neil
Griffiths, former of the Royal Ham-
phires.

Troops from Paderborn-based 77
Armoured Engineer Squadron serv-
ing in Bosnia held quiz nights and auc-
tions to raise more than £1,000 for UK
and German charities.

A series of concerts by the Band of
the Royal Logistic Corps in the Tela
Theatre at the Princess Royal Barracks
at Deepcut, Surrey, raised £3,300 for
the Children’s Liver Disease Founda-
tion, the Nick Jonas Ward of the Royal
Hampshire County Hospital in Win-
chester and the Woking Hospice.

Picture: Steve Dock

Medics ‘adopt’
Bosnian school

Drawing on experience: LCpl Alan Edmunds,
right, of 4 General Support Medical Regiment
RAMC, lends a hand at the Lepa Raeie primary

school at Bosanska Gradiska, Bosnia.

Troops from the regiment are sponsoring
the school and continuing work begun by sol-
diers from the Household Cavalry, who started
to restore playground equipment, much of

which was unusable.

Having completed the restoration project,
the medics are taking things a stage further.
They have already rustled up books, pens,
paper and other classroom equipment for the

school and are on the lookout for more.

“They take contributions from anybody and
everybody and have received a lot of support
and help from friends and family.’ said Sally
Sheldrake, an admin officer in G4 Resources
(South) in Aldershot. She is helping to coordi-

nate collections.

“They are grateful for anything they can get

that will be useful for children,” she said.

Anybody wanting to make a contribution
should contact Sally on Aldershot Military

(94222) 2472.

Pension: It’s your choice

SERVICE personnel are to be given a
choice of staying in their existing pen-
sion scheme or transferring to a new one.

The new Armed Forces Pension
Scheme (AFPS), now being developed,
is in its infancy and unlikely to be intro-
duced before 2005 at the earliest.

When 1t is finalised, members will be
asked to decide whether to stay with the
old or transfer to the new in an exercise
similar to one currently being undertak-
en by civil servants in relation to their
own pension scheme.

To help members make their choice
when the time comes, staff at Service
Personnel Policy Pensions (SP Pol Pens)
are preparing a multi-media communi-
cations package on both old and new
schemes. It will be launched with the
issue of a series of easy-to-follow book-
lets about the current AFPS, with an
gasy access format.

By the end of next month members
should have received personal informa-
tion packs consisting of a wallet contain-

IN BRIEF

® Troops from Tidworth-based 1 PWRR,
and the QRL from Osnabriick were joined
by other units making up the Kosovo Force
Multinational Brigade Centre, in Pristina, for
a Combined Services Entertainments
(CSE) summer concert. The show featured
comedian Paul Tonkinson, dance act the

| Kosovo Kittens and tribute band T40.

® The Band and Pipes of The Royal

Irish Regiment joined 70 musicians under-

going training at the Royal Military School of

Music, Kneller Hall at the annual children’s

concert.

® WO2 Andy Davies, left, from Hameln-
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Armed Forces members have option to
stay in old scheme or to transfer to new

ing an introductory message from the
Chief of the Defence Staff, an A4 book-
let called “Your Pension Scheme
Explained” and a pocket-sized (Z-fold)
pull-out detailing the current pensions
code.

The Z-fold will be published and dis-
tributed annually on an individual
basis, showing each year’s new pension
code and giving contact details for in-
house MoD and external help and
advice about the AFPS.

Other A5 booklets in the series will
also be available at this time. They can
be obtained from the respective Service
pensions awarding branches. Titles
include “Commutation”, “Increasing
Your Benefits”, “Internal Dispute Res-
olution Procedures”, “Pensions on
Divorce”, and “Preserved Pensions/
Transferring Benefits”, Three more

booklets — on family pensions, invalid-
ing and re-employment — will become
available next year. All will be available
on the Mo web as well as in hard copy.
If, after reading the books, Army
members still have queries, they should
raise them with the Pay, Pension and
Personnel Administration, Armed
Forces Personnel Administration Agency,
Mail Point 480, Kentigern House, 65
Brown Street, Glasgow G2 8EX.
Anyone who wants to know more
about the broader AFPS communica-
tions programme or have any feedback
about the new series of booklets should
contact Mary Pimm, SP Pol (Pensions),
Room 657, St Giles Court, St Giles
High Street, London WC2H 8LD. She
can also be contacted by tel 020 7218
3006; CHOtS e-mail SP Pol-Pens 1a or
sppol-penslal@defence.mod.uk

b

Dukes celebrate
300th birthday

New Colours were presented to the 1st Bat-
talion, The Duke of Wellington's Regiment
at Osnabriick in Germany by the colonel of
the regiment, Gen Sir Evelyn Webb-Carter.

The ceremony was a highlight of celebra-

tions to mark the regiment's 300th birthday.

More than 2,000 “Dukes”, past and pre-

sent, enjoyed a musical pageant depicting
three centuries and the party went on into
the night. Gen Webb-Carter handed over the
Colours in the absence of the Duke of
Wellington, who was unable to attend
because of poor health.

Recently returned from operations in

Kosovo, 1 DWR is equipped with Warrior.

4

Regiment back in business

AFTER a 15-year absence from the Army’s
order of battle, 10 Signal Regiment was
reformed at Basil Hill Barracks, Corsham,
last month. As part of the 2nd (National
Communications) Signal Brigade, it will pro-
vide close support communications and
information systems for Land Command
and homeland security. It was first formed at
Essen in Germany on April 1, 1959.

28 Engineer Regiment, dives at the adventur-
ous training centre on St George's Caye,
Belize, during a break in the annual 13-week
Exercise Sailfish. Tasks included extending
the runway at Hector Silva airfield at Bel-
mopan and construction projects for schools.
The runway work will allow Hercules C130s to
land and could signal the emergence of a

much enhanced airfield over the next ten years.

®Plant operator mechanics from 45 Field
Support Squadron, also part of 28 Engr Regt,
and 21 Engineer Regiment deployed to Sen-
nelger to train on the 360-degree CAT excava-
tor (wheel and tracked) vehicle and the Army’s
new Case medium-wheeled tractor.
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Big day out for

very small bear

-.!‘

WHEN WO1 Susan
Whittington, right,
was invited to join
the Armed Forces’
celebrations for the
Queen’s Golden
Jubilee at Whale
Isand, Portsmouth,
she took intrepid
explorer Columbus
the bear as her
guest.

Susan, a member
of the Army Welfare
Service based at
Abingdon, heard
about the much-trav-
elled bear from her
seven-year-old
niece, Katie, a pupil
at Manor Preparato-
ry School in Abing-
don. He has travelled
the world with chil-
dren from the school
... but never meta
member of the Royal
Family. Now he has
an “honorary”
jubilee medal to pin to his chest. “It was a
wonderful day,” said Susan. “| felt so proud

Armed Forces’ special tribute in Portsmouth marks Queen’s Golden Jubilee - Pages 39-41

to be part of this magnificent display of mil-
itary capability.” Picture: Graeme Main

Sandringham gates
will be Forces' gift

A SET of gates for Sandringham
Country Park has been commis-
sioned by the Armed Forces as their

Golden Jubilee gift to the Queen. EoS

Designed by the Military Works
Force at Chilwell, Nottingham, and
approved by the Duke of Edinburgh,
the gates, complemented by square
gateposts and flanking side rails, are
being constructed by personnel
from all three Services.

Sailors at HMS Sultan, Gosport,
are casting a Royal cipher, tri-Ser-
vice crests, finnials (flaming “bombs” to
top the posts) and other embellishments
designed at HM Naval Base Devonport.

Military and civilian staff and students at
the Chatham-based Construction Engi-
neer School of the Royal School of Military
Engineering are involved in the steel fabri-
cations, while the actual construction work
at Sandringham will be carried out by
tradesmen drawn from the school. RAF
Marham is providing admin support.

Work on the Norfolk site is expected to
start in mid-September and be completed
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What the Sandringham park gates will look like.
They will grace the entrance to the scenic drive,
opened to the public in the year of the Silver Jubilee

by mid-November, with the official open-
ing tentatively set for January.

The Queen was presented with a picture
of what the gates will look like during the
Armed Forces Golden Jubilee event at
Whale Island, Portsmouth.

The two gates span 4.5m and are 2.1m
high, with matching ten-metre railings in
three spans on each side. Fabricated from
mild steel and gunmetal, they will be paint-
ed black, with gold embellishments which
include the Roval cipher and dates “1952”
and “2002”.

What the Press has been saying

@ Britain is preparing to commit at
least 30,000 troops from all three
Services to a full-scale invasion of
Iraq to oust Saddam Hussein from
power early next year. — Sunday
Telegraph

® The MoD is planning to spend
nearly £600 million of its new budget
trying to introduce a reliable computer
system for the Armed Forces after years
of expensive failures. — Times

® Prince Edward, who spent four
months in the Royal Marines, is being
lined up to become Colonel-in-Chief
of one or more of the 12 regiments
left without a ceremonial figurehead
after the death of the Queen Mother.
— Daily Telegraph

@ A senior consultant has accused
the MoD of causing unnecessary
disruption to the NHS by the
compulsory call-up of hospital surgeons
to go to Afghanistan even though they
were not required. — Daily Telegraph

@ NHS surgeons are being trained
by military doctors to help them cope
with a fourfold increase in inner-city
patients with gunshot and knife
wounds. - Guardian

® Brain scans on Gulf War veterans
in the United States who are suffering
from debilitating diseases may have

. resolved why 130,000 US and British

Servicemen and women complain of
mystery illnesses. - Times

® Doctors have been advised to
look out for malaria in British service
personnel returning from
Afghanistan after six soldiers
contracted the disease. — Guardian

@ The Queen shed a sentimental tear
as WO1 Alan “Perry” Mason, Coldm
Gds, garrison sergeant major of London
District and choreographer of countless
ceremonial parades, performed his last
duties at Buckingham Palace. — Daily
Telegraph

® Brass nuts valued in the
Ministry of Defence’s inventory at K
£83m were really worth just £1.17p,
the National Audit Office reported. -
Financial Times

® The Army has withdrawn a
recruitment video featuring two songs
by the rock band Oasis on the
soundtrack after the group's lawyers
said that permission had not been

- sought. The Highlanders used

Wonderwall and Hello on the video, shot
in exercise in Kenya. — Times
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Z 10n traser” A lights on all 3 hands.

Military personnel can now buy traser products direct Q5o @5 01 Push-in crown.
from Soldier Magazine! = g § ® 40 month battery.

: 0% 7 2% @ Civilian Price: £134
Chosen by many of the world’s elite military units, traser products have proven X ///67 . & SG\\\\ .(Sb i "Fe kis
themselves in active duty throughout the globe. Watch features include a S ’1] el \\ Y sz, d “
precision Swiss movement, rugged case construction and an array of traser & 0'8 (=] ' inc.pap
lights that enable you to see the time quickly and accurately under any
conditions, anytime - day or night!
Every watch in the range is guaranteed for 2 years (Light source for 10).
All have a one-direction rotating bezel and feature a double O-ring seal = 3101V
making them water resistant to 200 metres. Stainless steel case.

Carbon bezel. Velcro
strap. traser lights

traser GlowRings

The amazing traser GlowRing features the

same lighting technology as used on the dials on all 3 hands.
of traser w-vatches. They can be seen from 20 40 month battery.
feet away in complete darkness - clip ‘em to = _

your keys, your kit bag or anything you'd Civilian Price: £184

rather not lose! Soldier Price:
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3Pack £14.99 inc.rep
5Pack £22.99incpap
10 Pack £40.99 inc.Pap

‘When ordering please select colours from:
Green, Yellow, Ice Blue, Purple, orange.

New to the UK - Krill Lamps

The Krill lamp will glow for up to 120 hours on

just 2 x AA batteries. Unlike chemical light sticks they
can be turned on and off as required by using a simple
twist on / off operation. They are water resistant to 50
metres and are powerful enough to use as a map reader
or as a personnel marker

during night manoeuvres . The Krill is an absolute

must for your kit bag !

Titanium case. Velcro
strap. Screw down
crown. Hardened

- | sapphire glass. 8 year
lithium battery
Civilian Price: £204
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Available in five colours (Blue, Red, Green, White and
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find your torch in total darkness! ¥ £204.90 wcrer
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into the palm of your hand
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How the Army and
a top surgeon
changed a young
soldier's life

PTE Kamara Taylor of the Sierra
Leone Army will never forget the
day a British Army officer changed
his life.

Capt James Bolton, recently
transferred from the Royal Irish
Regiment Home Service to the 2nd
Battalion, The Light Infantry, was
going about his business as 2iC
Training Company at Benguema
Camp during 2 LI’s tour in Sierra
Leone when he was told that Pte
Taylor, a recruit under instruction,
was unable to cock his rifle and was
finding other simple tasks virtually
impossible.

The soldier claimed that a year
earlier he had been tortured by
Nigerian troops serving with the
United Nations. Acid had been
poured over his hands and arms.

Capt Bolton recalled his reaction
when Pte Tavlor showed him his
injuries. “I was speechless, shocked
and very sad at what I saw,” he said.

“Both arms were disfigured with
white scar tissue, where his black
skin and pigment had been burnt
away by acid.

“His hands and fingers were distorted,
due to the acid, and there was a great deal
of scar tissue around his wrists. “It was
clear that he was unable to move his
hands properly, nor could he straighten
all his fingers.

“He was in 2 lot of §He was in a lot of
pain, but didn't
show it. | was
choked, especially
when he told the
story of how it
happened?

pain, but didn’t show it.
I was choked, especially
when he told the story
of how it happened.”

Pte Taylor recounted
that when the rebels
were on the offensive,
moving towards Free-
town, many of his com-
rades deserted.

He was based at
Lungi and handed himself over to a UN
contingent from Nigeria for safety. But,
he claimed, the soldiers mistook him for
a rebel and tied him up at the elbows
so tightly that it was still possible to see
distortion at the elbow joint. After a beat-
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Acid attack: Pte Kamara Taylor thbught he was in safe
hands — but mistaken identity resulted in horrific injuries

ing, acid was poured down his arms and
hands. He was told he was to be executed
but ran for his life when a fight broke out.
With virtually no treatment available,
Kamara had resigned himself to a lifetime
of pain and disability.

Capt Bolton didn’t
know how to help, but he
knew a man who could -
Mr David Evans, a lead-
ing consultant plastic
surgeon specialising in
hands and arms, who has
a private clinic at Windsor
but also sees patients at
the King Edward VII
Hospital in London.

“Luckily,” as Capt
Bolton put it, “he is father-in-law to one
of my younger brothers and a family
friend.”

Photographs of Pte Taylor’s injuries
were taken on the 2 LI Int Cell’s digital
camera and, with the help of the Royal

Scars of war

Signals detachment, transmitted via
the camp’s welfare computer to Mr
Evans’s home in England. The sur-
geon could not have responded
more quickly. He e-mailed by
return that he would need to exam-
ine the patient, either in England or
on a mercy hospital ship then head-
ing towards Sierra Leone.

Deciding on the first option, Capt
Bolton spent months negotiating a
UK visa for Pte Taylor, whose rela-
tives, some of whom live in London,
rallied round and were willing to
pay for his air ticket and accommo-
date him.

When the stricken soldier even-
tually reported to the King Edward
VII Hospital in February he was
told he would need massive skin
grafts over a long period.

He was also advised he would
have to undergo further treatment
and rehabilitation in Sierra Leone —
something he was unlikely to get.

Mr Evans was able to improve his
hands and fingers with two opera-
tions conducted under local anaes-
thetic at Windsor. The scars will
continue to heal with the aid of spe-
cially-designed bandages.

More surgery is in the pipeline —
and the prognosis is good.

“We should see excellent results
in the next couple of months before
he can return to Sierra Leone,” said
Capt Bolton.

The story is anoth-
er example of the way in
which British soldiers
have made a dif-
ference to the lives
of people in Sierra
Leone.

Pte Kamara Taylor did
not go looking for help -
he was given it. For
him The Light
Infantry not
only helped
change his
country. It
changed
his life.

Pleased
to help:
Capt
James
Bolton



Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Steve Dock

STEALTH is the weapon of choice for
the reconnaissance commander.

Even though satellites and unmanned
air vehicles scan the skies to gather intelli-
gence, there is still no substitute on the
modern battlefield for a well-trained sol-
dier with a radio and a pair of binoculars.

For the first time, vital recce skills are
now taught under one roof within the
newly-formed Reconnaissance Division,
based at the Land Warfare School at
Warminster.

All commanders responsible for pro-
viding their chain with intelligence
through reconnaissance are eligible to
attend for master-classes.

The need for good recce skills is great-
er now than it has ever been. As Capt
Andy Simpson, 9th/12th Royal Lancers
(Prince of Wales’s), an instructor on the
armoured formation recon-
naissance troop leaders’
course, explained: “Nothing
beats a set of eyes and ears
on the ground. The info is fast
and, unlike unmanned air
vehicles (UAVs), soldiers are
not easy to deceive.”

Recent exercises, particular-
ly Saif Sareea 2 in Oman, bear
this out. The best information-
gathering assets the brigade
commanders had were forma-
tion recce squadrons.

“A soldier can man an
observation post and radio for
a longer period than a UAV -
can stay in the air,” said Capt
Simpson. “And satellite tech-
nology is not an option at
brigade level.”

Lt Col Andrew Chapman,

Seein
being SEEMN

Reconnaissance commanders are the eyes and ears of
the battle-group. A recently-formed division is where
these intelligence gatherers learn to fine-tune their skills

who heads up the division, said recon-
naissance remained vital, which is why the
Army concentrates on improving its capa-
bility.

“If you can’t win the recce battle then
the main battle can’t take place,” he said.
“You have got to find the enemy before
you can engage him, or protect yourself
from him.”

The division runs

formation, arm-

éThe need for good recce
skills is greater now
than it has ever been?

oured, mechanized and light-role rec-
onnaissance courses and specialist mod-
ules for advanced forces including the
Royal Marines Brigade Patrol Troop,
Honourable

the Pathfinders and The
Artillery Company.
The division also trains platoons for

looks for reference points as indicated by 2nd Lt Richard Moger, HCR

s

Without *

specialist surveillance
operations in the Balkans.
It is the focus for the pro-
duction and development
of tactical doctrine and
instruction of recce sol-
diers.

Experts from the Sur-
veillance, Target Acquisi-
tion and Night Observa-
tion Centre, the camou-
flage specialists, have also
moved recently and are
now under the command
of the division.

Willpower is one of the
key qualities leaders have
to instil and it is particu-
larly true in reconnais-
sance. Second best is not
good enough.

With a good recce pla-
toon, the commander will be able to ease
his battle-group into attack
with fewer casualties than if
he had gone in blind.

Information obtained needs
to be timely and accurate.
Dug-in, camouflaged, well-
hidden, recce troops wait for
the enemy to pass, report and
then extract.

They need to be very profi-
cient at traditional infantry
skills and tend to be the better
soldiers of the battalion —
mature, with good communi-
cation skills. And as they may
have to spend long periods
silently waiting, they also need
plenty of patience.

Recce is sharp-end stuff.
With five days’ rations on
board, vehicles push forward
up to 50km from their base-
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Steathily does it: Sgt Bob Jenner, 1 WFR, and Sgt John Becker, 1 RGJ, stay alert and unseen in a forward screen on exercise on SPTA
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e and must be robust  QUiCk recce of some courses on offer
enough to survive and be
okl ARMOURED Formation Armoured Close
i They are very muchA oper- Reconnaissance Crew Reconnalssance
ating forward with limited Commanders’ course: Course:
offensive support, hopefully Attended by newly-DOl'Hmisslonad Alms to train
| within range of artillery, but officers learning to be troop leaders . oo e capable of
sometimes beyond that,” said and newly-promoted corporals delivering timely and
Lt Col Chapman. learning to be vehicle commanders. ;.. ate'information on
“The direction and out- While officers learn from the the battle-space to the

experiences of NCOs, most of
whom have numerous operational
tours under their belt, troop leaders

relevant commander.

come of a battle can depend
on one corporal who happens

to be in the right place at the assist NCOs with skills needed to
right time and sees the critical plan operations. ;
thing going wrong.” Among the key recce skills learnt
Courses encourage soldiers and practised are command and ¢ Gl
to use their initiative while oontrc::h tacﬁc;a:!dvggl:éz ;?:‘V;TB""
being aware of the big picture camouflage . .
alwaf's remcmberigng [hé observation posts and dismounted m ﬁ:mg:rt: N
battle cpuld be won or lost patsrallmg. ful students become demanding,
depending on what the corpo- qualified to command a troop or concentrating onthe “It may be an excellent OP to you sir ...
ral with a pair of binoculars Scimitar on operations or command elements of | but you've ruined one of the best drives
reports. recce. ' the garrison shoot’s had this season!!”

demanding exercises.

(1)
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ONE OF THE UK’s LEADING CO-ED BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 11 - 19 YEARS |
Why choose Queen Ethelburga’s for a boarding educat:on’?

» Our boarding facilities are considered to be the best in Europe

» A Sunday Times’ Top UK School for GCSE & A-Levels results

» Our Key Stage 3 Test Results are well above the National Average
» We have invested over £17,000,000 in new facilities and resources

Teaching Resources

Over £17m has been invested in high quality new
classrooms, libraries, computer networks and floodlit
sports facilities. We accept a broad range of pupils
from many backgrounds. They leave us confident and
successful. 95% of A-Level 6th Form go to University.

100 Scholarships, Bursaries & Options

From 100% of full boarding fees, to free livery for a
horse at school, to scholarships for Art, Choral/Music
and Sport. Having just gone co-educational there are a
number of interesting awards for boarding boys. There
are remissions of up to 20% for Forces and other
categories of parental career. Over £500,000 is
awarded each year. Please ask for full details.

Boarding Facilities - every bedroom has
Direct dial telephone & voice mail, TV/Video (on tlmer),
music centre, safe, hot drinks facility, fridge, iron, hair
dryer, heated towel rail, fitted carpet, wash hand basin,
powered ventilation, fire sensor, study area and more.
Many rooms have their own ensuite bathroom.

Equestrian Facilities

Boarding pupils can bring their horse to school with
free livery. The Royal Court Equestrian Centre is part
of our campus and has 185 stables, 10 acres all
weather floodlit surfaces, Olympic sized indoor arena,
3 cross country courses and more. Sixth Form can
study BHSAI and Equestrian Management. Instructors
include Karen Dixon - Olympic Eventer.

THE ONLY INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS OFFERING A 20% REMISSION

OFF BOARDING FEES FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
Co-educational Day, Weekly & Full Boarding 3 to 19 years (Boarding from 6 years)
We think there are four important points that make our schools your ideal choice for a boarding
education for your child. Firstly we understand the needs of service families. We have staff who are
married to serving members of the forces. We have decades of experience in ensuring your child will
settle well, be confident and successful. Secondly our boarding facilities are the best of any
independent school in Europe. Thirdly QE is one of the Sunday Times Top UK Schools for GCSE and
A-Level results. Our Key Stage 2 & 3 exam results are well above the national average. Fourthly we are
the only leading Independent Schools offering a 20% Remission for members of the Armed Forces.

Chapter House Preparatory School

ONE OF THE UK’s LEADING CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 3- 11 YEARS y

B Girls & Boys boarding from 6 years of age. Caring, friendly staff

B Superb new boarding facilities - probably the best in Europe.

B Every bedroom has:in/out telephone, voice mail, Music Centre,
TV/Video (on timer), Fridge and more. Many bedrooms have
ensuite bathrooms.Our new boarding house is very comfortable.
Please visit us to see how good our first class boarding is.

- B One of the UK's Top Schools for Key Stage 2 Exam Resuilts.
j - B Amazing Equestrian Centre - possible FREE livery for boarders
= B Seamless move to Queen Ethelburga’s College at 11 years
B Huge investment in new teaching facilities and resources
B Small classes with dedicated and friendly professional teachers

We are a Sunday Times’ UK Top 100
Preparatory School for Academic Results.
Pupils are happy, confident and successful m A happy school where every chlld is treated as an individual

Easy to get to by }
road, rail & air. §
10 minutes |
from A1M j

Queen Ethelburga’s College Charitable Foundation (Reg No: 1012924) for the purposes of Education

QUEEN ETHELBURGA’S COLLEGE & CHAPTER HOUSE PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. Y026 9SZ. Telephone for prospectus & video: 08707 42 33 30
You may care to visit our website: www. queenethelburgas.edu. E-mail: remember@compuserve.com




“Your ‘Get through the week’ package is here, sir.”

“And for your final test, gentlemen . . . please
explain to Mrs Maggit why we probably won’t
pay to send little Troy to Eton.”

“I fear that referring to the minister as
an ‘oily little oik’ may have prejudiced
your case, madam.”

Keeping it in
the family

(- .. inside the secret world of the UFO)

“In your case, Perkins, | suppose
seeing the same girl twice last
week could be viewed as a long
and stable relationship.”
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“Er...Mrs Simpkins . .. when | said if there's anything |
can do to help, | didn’t mean . .. er... personally!”
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Membiers of the Law Society Persanal Injury Panel and the Association of Personal Injury Lawyers
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A no expense
legal service

ToPa$ provides a ‘no expense’
accident compensation recovery
legal service to MoD Service and
civilian personnel nationwide.

For decades our caring
professional team has recovered
millions of pounds annually for
victims of every type of accident.
We handle minor to catastrophic

injuries.

CONTACT THE SOLICITORS WHO SPECIALISE
IN PERSONAL INJURY ACCIDENT CLAIMS

E-mail ToPaS@beteshfox.co.uk
www.ToPaS.org.uk
www.beteshfox.co.uk

Fax 0870 998 9100

Sleeka 2000 Jacket |&

BE THE BEST -
WEAR THE BEST

At Snugpak we have spent 20 years designing and
developing our range to meet the toughest conditions,
giving you added protection where and when you need it.

©

Sleeping Bags I Rucksacks .Cloth.ing

O

Sleeka Jacket

R

BROCHURE HOTLINE 01535 654 479

Snugpak, Waterloo Mills, Howden Road, Silsden, West Yorkshire

www.snugpak.com
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Helicopters galore: An Apache WAH-64 flies above Larkhill

in the company of two Gazelles. The Apache showed off its
awesome aerobatic skills during a thrilling appearance

Show-stoppers

Big guns give unforgettable public performance on Salisbury Plain

Pictures: Graeme Main

ONE of the most action-packed — and
noisy — events of the year unfolded at
Larkhill last month when the five-day 2 7._‘_,__.....
Army 2002 military showcase unveiled a ‘ ¥ ;
public all-arms firepower display.

The thunderous performance stopped
spectators in their tracks as a selection of
the British Army’s most potent weapons
systems, including Challenger 2, AS90, the
Multi-Launch Rocket System (MLRS)
and the 105mm light gun opened fire
across Salisbury Plain.

Firepower demonstrations were not con-
fined to the ground, with Tornado and
Harrier aircraft sending their rockets into
targets at a safe distance in front of the
crowded stands. A Lynx helicopter joined
in the aerial assault.

Hands-on static displays and assault
courses provided hours of entertainment
for thousands of youngsters brought in by
their schools and cadet units. Pensioners
and families also enjoyed the spectacle.

The all-action demonstrations over three
| days were preceded by a two-day trade
show open only to the defence industry.

Firepower: Spectators were treated to a lengthy,
noisy and impressive display by AS90s like this one

Ground force: Troops from 7 Para RHA take :
delivery of 105mm light guns from a Chi- g Emir
nook helicopter before peppering a target T

® See also Tour de force, Pages 40-41




Claire
joins the
ranks as
Forces’
favourite

SINGER and
actress Claire
Sweeney, right,
has agreed to per-
form a series of
concerts over the
next year to enter-
tain Servicemen
and women stationed around the
world.

Claire, who achieved fame in the TV
soap Brookside before moving on to
Celebrity Big Brother and the musi-
cal Chicago, has been recruited by
Combined Services Entertainment
(CSE), a part of SSVC, to star at
shows planned for theatres including
Kosovo, Bosnia and the Middle East.
Her overseas concerts will begin
later this year and are expected to be
extended to at least the end of 2003.

“These troops are doing the most
fantastic job in sometimes difficult
places,” said the singer, whose debut
album, entitled Claire, was released
last month. “They are a long way
from home and loved ones and |

Picture: Sgt
Shaun Lewis

hope

that |
can do
a tiny bit
to help
keep them
as cheerful

and

bouyant as British soldiers, airmen
and sailors always are.”

The 30-year-old has signed a five-
album deal and is filming a pilot Sat-
urday night show for the BBC.

In recent years former Page Three
girl-turned-singer Samantha Fox and
ex-Spice Girl Geri Halliwell have
entertained troops abroad. But the
most famous pin-up of all, Dame Vera
Lynn, now 85, has had a special rela-
tionship with the Armed Forces for
more than half a century, dating from
the Second World War.

CSE General Manager Renate
Foster said: “We are thrilled Claire
has agreed to work with us. | know
the troops will take her to their hearts
as the new Forces’ Sweetheart.”

Survivors pay homage
over site of Britain's
worst maritime tragedy

Report: John Elliott

SO many Servicemen, nurses and civil-
ians drowned when the troopship Lancas-
tria sank on the afternoon of June 17,
1940 that Churchill ordered news of the
tragedy to be suppressed. Britain was still
reeling from the shattering events at
Dunkirk, less than a fortnight earlier.

Consequently, the nation’s worst mar-
itime disaster is little known, even today.
Yet more lives, perhaps as many as 6,500,
were lost than on the Titanic and Lusitania
together. Just how many drowned that day
is not known, but contemporary estimates
suggest 9,000 may have been crammed on
board. About 2,500 were rescued.

To mark the 62nd anniversary of the
sinking, 21 survivors
returned to the site
of the wreck several
miles off the French
port of St Nazaire.

Among them was
Bill Rose, now 83
and from Skegness,
whose experiences
would fill a book.
He was on the top
deck with 200 or
so fellow Sherwood
Foresters when a
German Dornier
17 flew over. Three
bombs hit the Adm-
iralty-appropriated
Cunard liner, which
sank in 20 minutes.

Bill tried desper-
ately to pull col-
leagues out of a
hold before he was
pushed off the side
of the foundering
ship and swam a mile to HMS Cam-
bridgeshire.

He was soon drafted into another
Foresters battalion and sailed for the
Western Desert. The unit never made it.
Diverted to the Far East, it arrived in Sin-
gapore at the same time as the Japanese.

Bill Rose spent the next 3'/2 years as a
PoW, including six months in Changi
Prison, two years labouring on the dread-
ful Burma Railway, and a year slaving in a
Japanese coal mine.

In 1945 he was repatriated to Der-
byshire and returned to his pre-war trade
as a coal miner. He survived two fatal col-
liery accidents before retiring.

Bill Swinburne, a Royal Engineer and
also from Skegness, and Stan Flowers,
from Kent and serving in the Royal Army
Service Corps, were also in France when
the British Expeditionary Force began its

r A

Frank Clements, a
civilian volunteer on
the destroyer HMS
Highlander, took this
picture of survivors
packing her decks
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Veteran Arthur Thomas and LCpl lan White on board an Army landing craft sail from St Nazaire for a service over

the wreck of the Lancastria. HMS Shetland, in the background, carried more survivors.

retreat. Like Bill Rose, they too marched
to St Nazaire for a brief acquaintance
with the ill-fated Lancastria. Bill Swin-
burne’s nightmares of that afternoon
include being machine-gunned by a
German aircraft while clinging to the side
of an upturned lifeboat. Covered in black
oil and barely alive, he was picked up by a
French fishing smack and transferred to
HMS Highlander and safety.

Stan, who had been at St Etienne with
No 1 Heavy Repair Shop (HRS),
was in a hold in the bottom of the
ship when the bombs struck. He got
out with another man from Faver-
sham (whose grave he was to find 58
years later in a French village) and
survived the next 2'/2 hours clinging
to a wooden deckchair.

He still recalls the silence and “a
vast area” of oil-calmed water “with

SOLDIER August 2002

ship that
in secret

 Lancastria:

Picture: David Glossop

Bill Swinburne, 85

bodies like stepping stones”. The next
day he shared a trip back to Plymouth
with two old dogs which had been res-
cued from the Lancastria.

Stan later went to Egypt with No 2
HRS RASC and after the war returned to
his trade in the shipyard at Faversham.

The survivors and family members of

the HMT Lancastria Association were
supported on the pilgrimage by the Army
and the Royal Navy. Troop commander

Stan Flowers, 84

Lt Justin Paull and WO2 (SSM) Andy
Honeyman of 2 Close Support Regiment
RLC based at Gutersloh and three sol-
diers helped wheelchair-bound members
and assisted with services and parades.
Their commanding officer, Lt Col Rick
Libbey, is the grandson of a survivor.

The trip included acts of remembrance
at four of the 43 French coastal towns and
villages which care for Lancastria graves.

Bugler Cpl Ian Clark, RG], sounded
Last Post and Reweille over the wreck site,
an official war grave, from the fishery pro-
tection vessel HMS Shetland. His calls
were echoed by a bugler on board the
Army landing craft Arromanches, com-
manded by SSgt Andrew Jones from 17
Port and Maritime Regiment RLC.

Final throes of the Lancastria, snapped
from the Highlander by Frank Clements

Portraits: Mike Weston

®
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David Mapes is Assistant Director of Credit
Action and will be pleased to answer
specific questions addressed to the Editor.
These will be treated in confidence.

Payback time
for holiday
fun is just
around corner

THOSE who contact our HelpLine to talk
about money problems are, on average, in
debt by £30,000. Traditionally, we get a
peak of activity in September, when credit
card statements arrive after the summer
holidays.

Now may be a good time to reflect on
money issues.

Remember, doing a budget is the first
stage of getting out of debt. Budgeting is
controlling spending. Spend more than
you earn and you have to borrow (and pay
interest) or use some of your savings.

Where does it go?

The great challenge is, do you know
where your money goes? A good way to
keep track is to write down what you
spend in a notebook and make use of the
stubs in chequebooks and on paying-in
slips. It can be revealing.

It's helpful if we categorise what we
spend money on. We suggest that they
go into four categories:

Priority spending: Anything which
keeps our home safe, including rent or
mortgage, gas and electricity, council tax,
water charges.

Formal commitments: Those things
which are important and we are commit-
ted to, such as life insurance, telephone,
TV licence.

Everyday spending: What we spend
money on regularly each day (or week),
such as housekeeping (food), fares or car
expenses, children, pets, leisure, hobbies,
sports.

Occasional costs: Birthdays and
Christmas, clothing, appliance repairs,
decorating, dentist, optician, holidays.

Add all these up (on, say a monthly
basis) and take them away from your net
income (what you get paid). Is there a sur-
plus or a deficit? If there's a surplus, how
do you want to save? If a deficit, what can
you cut?

Why not do a budget?

Even if you're not in debt, or struggling
with money, drawing up a budget may
help you plan better for the future. If you
are in debt, and can’t repay your creditors,
then this is the first step to a plan to get
out of debt.

If you would like to know more about
budgeting, call the Credit Action HelpLine
on 0800 591084. We will send you a
booklet and a budget with the different
categories for you to fill in. Or you can visit
our website at www.creditaction.com

0800 591084 or
www.creditaction.com
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KITSTOP

Coming to a prairie near you: Capt Clive Morgan, 2iC of Batus Workshop REME, takes a
ride in the new “red-top” safety vehicle to be used on the wide open spaces of Alberta

New ‘red-top’ is
comfortably safe

A NEW “red-top” safety vehicle is set to
give temporary safety staff a much more
comfortable ride across Alberta’s vast
exercise battlegrounds next year.

The new vehicles — 118 of them are
on track for delivery in February — will
replace the Land Rover Defender safety
fleet currently used at the British Army
Training Unit Suffield (Batus), where
Warrior infantry fighting vehicles and
Challenger 2 main battle tanks range
across the prairie landscape in realistic
high-intensity war battle-group exercises.

It had become apparent that the
Defenders could not match the mobility
of either Warrior or Challenger and were
suffering high failure and attrition rates.

Their replacement will be based on
the GMC 2500HD crew cab truck and
leased from General Motors Defense on
a five-year contract.

Its 300bhp engine is coupled through

a five-speed automatic gearbox, while
larger wheels and tyres and up-rated
suspension will cushion the ride.
Under-body protection is designed to
cope with anything the rugged prairie
environment can throw at the vehicle.
Anti-lock brakes and air-conditioning
add to the safety and comfort of users.
A further refinement will be a cupola
fitted to allow the safety supervisor all-
round visibility. Provision for radio
communications has also been designed
in. User trials were conducted during
Medicine Man 1 earlier this year.
Project BARRT (Bartus Alternative
Replacement Red Top) is an HQ Land
venture managed by Equipment Sup- °
port Branch. It was initiated by Lt Col
Ian McPherson and taken on by project
executive Col Ian Simpson, late REME,
and manager/engineer Maj Mike Tizard
REME.

Showcasing a sniper rifle

On target: LBdr Deborah Williams of 47 Air Defence Regi-
ment RA gets to grips with the Truvelo .50 Browning Mega
sniper rifle on show at the Army 2002 showcase event at
Larkhill last month (more pictures on Page 23).

The South African-manufactured Truvelo, featur-
ing sophisticated electronic guiding and sighting
equipment, is designed to take out heavy
armaments. Others in the range include anti-
personnel weapons. Picture: Edward Fursdon
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IFE AFTER THE ARMY

It's payback
time for Mike

? 4
MEL

g LY Another in our series about

L | B ¥y ' - A : " I ex-soldiers and their new jobs
\‘ o e BUTTIRRNAY AL NI A " R e
- - Ty J . - ; - y "I HAD a fantastic time in the Army and boy
: : 7 25 ll sl 1SR / " . | ; service and this is my way of paying it all
I ) & S - . back.”
' A A - R ; 3 These are the encouraging words of

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Mike Weston
and Steve Dock

FOR more than 60 years, volunteers from
the Women’s Roval Voluntary Service
(WRVS) have supported soldiers and
civilians in peace and war.

The “Weavers” — as its staff are affec-
tionately known to the military — make up
one of the UK’s largest voluntary organi-
sations. More than 100,000 members are
trained to run services nationwide rang-
ing from rest centres during civil evacua-
tions to meals-on-wheels.

In the military environment they pro-
vide social clubs — places where soldiers
can get away from the Army and enjoy
some home-style comfort.

The WRVS has military branches in
Cyprus, Germany and Northern Ire-
land, an occasional presence in
Kosovo and Bosnia (depending
on individual COs), and staff in
all first and second training
phase establishments in the
UK.

LCpl Jamie Kearney, serving
with the Supply Squadron RL.C at
Mount Pleasant Airport (MPA) in
the Falklands, is one of thou-
sands of soldiers who appreci-
ate what the Weavers have to
offer. He firmly believes that
the WRVS club at Mount
Pleasant was the best he had come across.

“There are long opening hours and the
club is always welcoming,” he said. “The
two ladies there do a fantastic job and
there is a wide selection of videos, papers
and magazines.”

There's more to the Women's Royal
Voluntary Service than a tea lady
dispensing a smile and a biscuit

Pleasant experience:
LCpl Jamie Kearney

4

FORMED in 1938, the WRVS has
announced new strategies to tackle
health, social and welfare needs in the
UK. They include community schemes
such as home visits, transport, prescrip-
tion-collecting and help with shopping.

There is also a private meal-delivery
scheme for people who do not qualify
for local authority subsidies.

The WRVS will continue to play a part
in emergency planning by providing
support during and after large-scale
emergencies such as floods, rail disas-
ters and plane crashes.

He was particulary impressed that
people could always drop in and make
themselves tea and toast. The women sin-
gled out by LCpl Kearney are Services
welfare officers (SWQOs) Pam Glover and

Lorraine Adam. Between them they
try to keep the club open on every
day of their 12-month posting.

“Selection for the Falklands is
considered quite an honour,”
said Pam, whose enthusiasm is
obvious. “The lads and girls
from all three Services look on
this place as a home-from-home.

“Qur role revolves around

welfare and our club is a big
part of the welfare package. If
soldiers want to chat they can,
and if they have problems we
can help.”

Denise Murphy, head of
Services Welfare at WRVS headquarters
near Abingdon, Oxfordshire, said SWOs
did not offer counselling and were not
trained social workers.

“They go on courses to learn how to
listen and we have just recruited a head of

training and development to take that fur-
ther,” she said. “The SWOs discuss prob-
lems on a one-to-one basis and suggest
which agency or individual, such as the
padre, is best able to help in each case.”

The Mount Pleasant club, which does
not serve alcohol, has an extensive library
of videos and DVDs for
rent. Money raised is
invested in the centre.

There is a quiet study
room, a games room for
table tennis, table football
and pool, a no-smoking
coffee lounge and a room
dedicated to computer
gaming. Internet facilities
are also available.

“We play lots of games
like Trivial Pursuit and
there is a quiet room for
TV,” said Pam. “QOur visi-
tors can have tea and toast
and the place is warm and
comfortable. It is home for
them and they can relax. It
stops people staying in
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Service: Denise Aurphy at the WRVS HQ near Abingdon, Oxford

o

Sy

their rooms. They come here te chat and
socialise.”

Pam and Lorraine arrange events such
as tours of the islands. A sponsored 27-
mile walk from Darwin to MPA raised
funds for the club.

For many soldiers Christmas is a diffi-

SOLDIER August 2002

Home thoughts while abroad: Pam Glover, left, and Lol raine Adam welcome Service personnel to the “Weavers” club at Mount Pleasant in the Falklands

cult time because they are far from loved
ones. Events in the club ease the pressure.

“We had a hotpot night to put up the
Christmas tree and they came in
swarms,” recalled Pam. “It was like being
with the family.”

On Christmas morning there were
cakes and mince pies — many supplied by
cooks from the MPA messes — fruit,
sweets, party-poppers and streamers and
an enormous mound of bacon butties.

“We played lots of daft games and did it
all again on Boxing Day,” said Pam. “A
lot of soldiers said if we had not been
open, they would have been lost.”

So highly is the WRVS regarded that
one unit raised £400 for the Weavers to
say thank you.

The remoteness of the South Atlantic
has its drawbacks for Pam and Lorraine.
“Qur biggest problem is that we can't get
Thornton’s chocolate,” smiled Pam.

Is there a down-side for soldiers visiting
their WRVS Club? “The only thing we
insist on is that they do their own wash-
ing-up,” said Pam. But it’s worth it for
that little taste of home.

o AY  ” ! S Mike Moffatt, a former signaller who now

runs the Combined Cadet Force (CCF) at
Hereford Cathedral School, where its activ-
ities are part of the curriculum, writes Ray
Routledge.

Mike's military career began in 1964 in
the Junior Leaders

Regiment, before he
moved into an Army
life that included tours
in Cyprus, Hong Kong
and Oman.

Leaving as a WO1
in 1988, he was
appointed School
Staff Instructor at the
campus two years
later. At that time the
CCF was in a bad
shape.

“Fortunately the
Governors, led by
former Light Infantry
colonel Dennis Lloyd,
saved it,” said Mike.
Now the force is thriv-
ing and celebrating its
100th anniversary this
year.

Dr Howard Tomlin- Army teacher:
son, headmaster of Mike Moffatt, the
the fee-paying school  genior Staff
established in 1384,  |hstructor at the
sees the CCF as an Hereford

essential part of Cathedral School,

school life. Presenta-  combined Cadet
tion teams from the Force

Royal Artillery and

Royal Engineers, as well as Kidderminster-
based 37 Cadet Training Team, are regular
visitors.

All the class work and adventurous train-
ing is planned and managed by Mike, who
runs regular camps. Destinations for climb-
ing expeditions have included the Pyrenees
and the Troodos Mountains in Cyprus.

Ages of students in the force range from
14 to 18, and first-year study is compulsory
unless parents object. The alternative is to
undertake community service.

There is a rank structure based on cer-
tificates and qualifications and while adults
co-ordinate and supply expertise, the
senior cadets train the younger ones.

A measure of Mike's success is that
more than 100 students have joined the
Armed Forces during his time at the
school.

Yes — he truly is putting something back.

® Are you ex-Army with a second career
that would be inspiring to those about to
leave? If so, let us know. Write or e-mail
rroutledge @soldiermagazine.co.uk
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Pictures: Steve Dock WHAT WE WEAR

Air disp@iticher

The third in our ! '.
occasional series ; 4 <
on what soldiers | e l

wear to do :
W @

specialist jobs -
features the '

high-flying attire 1
of an RLC i\
air dispatcher i\

.\ ) Flying

' helmet.

1 Provides

A head and eye
protection and

enables communi-
cation with other aircrew

Flying gloves. Provide
protection when
dispatching large loads
and from wind-chill I
when exposed on

aircraft's exterior I’

Flying L Safety harness
knife. hook/eye. Used to |,
Used to - secure the dis-
cut the patcher to the
“final safety line to pre-
restraint” vent him from
and  falling out while
detach unloading
the load equipment
from the . ) from the
aircraft . e & rearor

: : side door

of the

aircraft

Safety
harness. |-
Prevents the AD ax
from falling out of the

aircraft and is connected to N T e —

the safety line by means of an
additional strap at the rear of the belt

Load-carrying jerkin (LCJ).
Holds equipment such as
GPS, first-aid pack, locating
beacon, flares and survival
equipment. The LCJ is also
fitted with a life jacket

Our model is Cpl Steve Ford, an air dispatcher with 47 AD Squad-
ron RLC based at RAF Lyneham. Cpl Ford is wearing Combat
95~ and-sufvivar-equ - r=
flying duties. Non-operational duties are conducted wearing a
normal flying suit. A personal weaponis carfied by all AD crew.
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Report: Anthony Stone
Picture: Mike Weston

SMALL but perfectly formed, the devil is in
the detail. A close examination of Alix Baker’s
paintings reveals a near-photographic precision
which seems as close to science as it is to art.
Brushstrokes are intricately executed, in places
so fine it is possible to count bristles on beards
and beads of sweat on soldiers’ brows.

Art and Service are themes which run deep
through Alix Baker’s

Military artist Alix Baker has established an
enviable reputation with her intricate work

fession. She has established an
international reputation in the
military art and research field.

“I also write articles on dress,
advise silver-makers involved in
the crafting of mess pieces, am
consulted by historians, collec-
tors and top model-makers
worldwide,” she said. Her par-
ticular interest lies with how
uniforms have evolved through
experience, recording pre-

family. The daughter of
Fd Marshal Sir Geoffrey
Baker, Alix was attract-
ed to things military at
an early age. Among her
childhood memories is
the first emergency in
Cyprus, when she drew
aircraft strafing explod-
ing trucks.

“I would probably
have gone into the Army
if I had been born in
grey flannel shorts,” she
said. “Burt, for a girl of = ; -
my generation, it was Fine artist: Alix Baker
not seen as an ideal career. I naturally grew
up living and breathing Service life and the idea
of a life dedicated to Crown and country.”

It is no great surprise then that, after art col-
lege, Alix worked at 10 Downing Street and
later joined MI6 (the Secret Intelligence Ser-
vice) and held jobs at home and abroad for sev-
eral years, painting in her rare spare moments.

Alix has been selling paintings since she was
at school and what started as a lucrative hobby
has evolved over 37 years into a full-time pro-
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sent-day dress as worn
rather than as regulations
decree.

“Combat uniforms of all
periods fascinate me, as do
the soldiers’grizzled, tired,
dirty faces, with stubble,
tears and bandages.”

Such detailed work is
time-consuming, each
figure taking the best part
of a week. “Research is
the longest thing,” she
said. “Sometimes it takes a
day, sometimes a lot longer.”

The Armed Forces Art Society has elected
Alix as chairman-designate — the first woman
and first non-Service person to hold the
honour. The society’s 68th exhibition, spon-
sored by Thales Plc, takes place next month
at The Mall Galleries, The Mall, London.
More than 400 paintings and sculptures from
amateurs and professionals will be on display.
It is open September 4-7 from 1000 to 1700
and September 8 from 1000 to 1300.

® Find out more at www.afas.org.uk and
www.alix-baker-militaryart.com

3 -_Fi:‘-

Colourful past: Pictures
reflecting different aspects of the
history of The Duke of

~ Wellington's Regiment (West

Riding) 1702-2002. Clockwise, top,
a modern-day corporal, a First
World War captain, a mounted
infantryman of 1896, a sergeant of
1854, and a sentinel of 1702



FIMy DAVID GINOLA

Soccer star talks exclusively to Soldier
about his memories of National Service

Interview: Andy Simms

FOR someone who is as famous for his
flowing locks, catwalk appearances and
television advertisements as he is for his
natural talent and penchant for the outra-
geous on the football field, the prospect of
joining the French Army and being forced
to shave his head must have been an
alarming one.

Nevertheless, National Service was a
reality that David Ginola readily accepted
at the age of 20, despite being offered an
escape route on the grounds of having a

Celebrity: David is revered both on and off the pitch

professional contract with Matra Racing
FC in Paris.

“I knew that my parents wanted me to
do my National Service,” he reflected.
“My mother thought it would be good
experience for me in case I did not make
it as a footballer, and my father used to be
a Marine and saw serving your country as
the right thing to do. My father did not
order me to join up but did say, ‘David, it
would be nice if you did’.

“I remember the call-up officer offering
to sign my exemption certificate because I
was a footballer and I think it came as a
shock to him when I said that
I actually wanted to serve.”

Before being assigned to a
special battalion for profes-

sional sportsmen, Pte
Ginola had to complete
three weeks of basic training

and concedes that Army life
came as a major culture
shock.

The innovative midfielder,
who began his senior foot-
ball career with Toulon
during the 1985/86 season,
soon discovered that the
standard  short-back-and-
sides haircut was not the
only aspect of military pro-
tocol he disliked.

“lI did not like taking
orders and hated people call-
ing me by my surname
instead of ‘David’,” he said.
“I also didn’t like waking up
at five or six in the morning
and being made to do some-
thing silly like clean the toi-
lets — it is not really what you
want to be doing before your
morning coffee.”

Now 35, Ginola soon dis-
covered that being a profes-
sional footballer could be
something of a poisoned

From French soldier
to Toon Arim

Pre-season training: A 20-year-old David Ginola “warms-up” in French Army colours during his 12-months’ National Service in the Eighties

chalice. Although a lot of the other

recruits revelled in the opportunity of

serving alongside a football star, his

celebrity status also attracted a degree of

unwanted attention.

“One captain really took advantage of

having a professional footballer in the
ranks,” he said. “He knew that generally
speaking people looked after us [foot-
ballers] very well and wanted to make sure
that I didn’t have any help during training.
There was no special treatment at all.

“It was quite a difficult period for me
because I had to play games for my club in
between my military training. I was play-
ing in the Premier League in France at
the time and remember one occasion
when I was released for a day for a mid-
week fixture against Strasbourg.

“After the game I was told I had to go
back to base, and when I got there I found
the rest of the guys standing by their beds
in full uniform.

“It was about three in the morning and
I was told that I had to go on a 10km hike
with the other recruits. When I com-
plained that I had just got back from a
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game I was told that this would be my
warm-down. When we got to the end of
the hike we were told that we could
have an hour’s rest and that a truck would
be along to pick us up — it never turned
up.

“It was minus five degrees and we all
had to walk the 10km back to base — it
really was terrible, I

until the following Monday afternoon.
Ginola was also given the chance to
represent the French Army’s military
team and impress his commanding offi-
cers with glimpses of the supreme talent
which later graced the English Premier-
ship with Newcastle United, Tottenham
Hotspur, Aston Villa and more recently
Everton, and earned

was knackered, con- ‘Idid not Iike taking him both the English

scious that I had
game on the Saturday,

teeth from chattering
for hours.”

Fortunately for
Ginola, who made his
international debut for
France against Albania three years after
leaving the Army and went on to win 17
full caps for his country, better times were
to follow with his battalion.

Military duties became less demanding
and the footballers were allowed to leave
work on a Thursday, in order to catch the
last training session of the week with their
clubs, and not have to return to camp
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orders and hated

and could not stop my eople Ca“ing me
gy my surname

instead of ‘David’?

Football Writers’ and
PFA Footballer of the
Year accolades.

The Army team at the
time was coached by the
former manager of the
French national team,
Roger Lemerre, and
Ginola was selected for tours to India.
Zaire and Morocco.

However, not even the foreign travel
could convince the Gallic genius to sign
on for more than the minimum year’s ser-
vice. “I think that 12 months was long
enough,” said Ginola. “But looking back
now, I think being in the Army gave me
more belief in myself.”

Red Cross
lands top
summer
signing

WHY will David Ginola, a footballer revered
for his imaginative and creative ability in
the middle of the park, also be
remembered as a world-class defender?

Not, as any Tottenham Hotspur, Aston
Villa or Everton fan will tell you, because of
his tireless efforts to track back and protect
his own goal, but for his role as an
international spokesperson for the Red
Cross anti-landmines campaign.

“The Red Cross approached me while |
was playing for Tottenham and asked me
whether | would be interested in being part
of their work, and in particular asked for
help in their campaign against landmines,’
Ginola told Soldier. “| told them that | would
do what | could and that | would give them
the best of my spare time.”

It was an offer of help which led to two
extraordinary close-season breaks for the
French star . . . a trip to Angola in 1998 and
more recently to Cambodia in May 2000.

“I hope that both of the trips helped
people to realise that the problem of
landmines still existed and that we all need
to do more,” he said. “The Red Cross has
done a lot but | fear that it will never be able
to do enough — | think the battle against
landmines is one that we will fight forever.”

Ginola’s stay in Angola included a visit to
a Red Cross orthopaedic centre in Luanda,
which manufactures prosthetic limbs for
landmine survivors, and coincided with the
commemoration of the death of Princess
Diana, who galvanised international
support for the anti-landmine campaign by
visiting Angola and Bosnia in 1997.

And although Ginola’s own minefield
tours successfully returned the Red
Cross's plight to the headlines, the 35-year-
old is quick to play down any comparisons
between himself and the Princess of
Wales.

“Even though | have dedicated a lot of
time to the Red Cross it has not been a full-
time job for me. | do not like to be
compared to the Princess of Wales
because she was completely involved and
gave 100 per cent — in comparison | have
only achieved perhaps one per cent of
what she did.”

However, the father of two intends to
continue to use his fame to benefit the Red
Cross's efforts. “Landmines are something
that you can not just stop showing an
interest in,” he added. “One day | will stop
playing football but doing charity work for
the Red Cross is something that | will do all
of my life.”

www.ginolal4.com
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New neighbourhood
quarters at Tidworth
are half the hassle
and twice the fun

Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Steve Dock

ARMY families moving into quarters in the
UK never quite know what to expect. Some
of the housing stock — damp, dismal and
depressing — would wipe the grin off Carol
Smillie’s face faster than you can say Lau-
rence Llewelyn-Bowen.

But all that is changing. In a ground-break-
ing shift away from previous Army housing
practice, families in the garrison town of Tid-
worth are moving into new homes which
have been built using local materials and
attractive traditional designs. The 484 prop-
erties replace 533 outdated buildings con-
structed in the 1960s and are built in small
neighbourhoods with pathways and play
parks rather than one large estate.

Most importantly, Service families were
included in the planning from the outset.

The Defence Housing Executive, an
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agency of the Ministry of
Defence, wanted to make sure it
got the job spec right before it
started on the £47 million project.

The Army’s brief to the DHE
was that it needed high-quality homes for the
21st century. The reasoning: happy families
equals happy soldiers.

Questionnaires were sent out, public meet-
ings were held in Germany, Canterbury and
Tidworth and people were consulted in their
own homes with a view to finding out exact-
ly what it was they wanted.

The findings were revealing. They said
that the Army “patch-

es” were often feature- ‘These are the sort Of
houses | would choose
to live in myself 9

less with very few
trees. There was
nowhere to park cars
and little privacy. Gen-
eral issues raised were the need for adequate
storage, larger kitchens, a separate shower
and a more homely traditional feel.

The first 213 houses have now been occu-
pied and the occupants are delighted with the
result.

Properties are laid out in a series of neigh-
bourhoods around squares, a village green,
crescents and courtyards, which gives a
sense of individuality and community spirit.
The design has the added effect of reducing

Key to the door: Sgt Michael Slater with his wife
Jackie who, with their children, were first to move in

FEATURE

traffic flow and speed and making it safer for
children.

Throughout each development there are
open spaces and enclosed parks for children.
The architect, Pick Everard, spent time look-
ing at other developments in the West County
and incorporated the traditional flint and
knap frontage styles into the buildings.

Sgt Michael Slater, of The King’s Royal
Hussars, his wife
Jackie and their two
children were the first

new houses on the
Matthew and Avon
estate. “[ just think they are wonderful,” said
Mrs Slater. “They came out to talk to us in
Munster and it’s good to see they listened. It
doesn’t feel as if we're living in an Army
estate — these are the sort of houses I would
choose to live in myself.”

Mrs Brampton, controller of south-west
region DHE, knew they had passed the acid
test when she was approached by a civilian
who asked if he could buy one of the houses.
That, she said, was proof they had got it right.

occupants of the-
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Report: Chris Horrocks
Pictures: Soldier photographic team

IN a warm personal tribute to her Armed
Forces when she visited them in Ports-
mouth, the Queen said: “You do this
country proud.”

She had earlier watched a series of
spectacular displays and met nine serving
officers and men — including three from
the Army - chosen because of their
achievements to represent the Services.

The Queen said: “I am only too well
aware of the tremendous contribution
that the Armed Forces, including the Vol-
unteer Reserves, have made to the stand-
ing and reputation of this country
throughout the world during my reign.
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Queen pays warm tribute to the Forces, their
families, and the supporting organisations

“I owe a particular debt of gratitude to
the many members of the Armed Forces
who have given me and my family their
personal support in so many different
ways during the last 50 years.”

The Queen had special words for Ser-
vice families for their tolerance of the
“special strains” of frequent separation.

She also praised the work of welfare
and support organisations such as the
chaplains, medical services, Women’s
Royal Voluntary Service and SSAFA.

A day earlier, in a message broadcast by
Forces radio, the Queen paid tribute to
the current and recent work of the Ser-
vices at home and abroad, making refer-
ences to the foot-and-mouth crisis and
various operational theatres. Thanking

QUEEN'S JUBILEE 1952-2002

Pick of the bunch:
Among those chosen
from the Services to be
presented to the Queen
in Portsmouth were, from
left above, Cpl Andrew
Mackenzie, LG, Capt
Daniel Matthews MC,
Para, and CSgt CIiff Lea,
PWRR. Below: the Queen
spoke of a “debt of
gratitude” to the Forces

everyone for their part in defending
Britain and preserving peace globally, she
said: “The regard in which the Armed
Forces are held in the UK, and around
the world, is probably as high as it has ever
been over the last 50 years.”

@ Turn to next page
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There was a spot of trouble when the Queen visited
her troops — but with a little help from Kate Adie
it all ended peacefully

IT was centrepiece of the biggest Jubilee
celebration outside London as 250 men
and women of the Armed Forces staged a
show fit for a Queen.

Accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh
and Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon, she sat
enthralled as military scenarios were acted
out noisily in three huge amphitheatres on
Whale Island, Portsmouth.

The story involved British forces bring-
ing peace to an overseas trouble-spot and
action on the ground (and in the water) was
complemented by video footage on giant
screens. To show how real it all was, even
veteran war reporter Kate Adie turned up.

Later, the royal guests were treated to
sea and air displays, ending with a flypast
featuring the Red Arrows and two of the
Army’s new WAH-64 Apache helicopters
from the School of Army Aviation.

In all, 10,000 Servicemen and women,
including members of 27 Army units, were
involved in the military spectacular.

A A g A | l"“' = - .
Almost for real: Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, The
Royal Irish Regiment, above, make arrests in the peace
support role demonstration staged for the Queen and
the Duke of Edinburgh in one of three huge stages
specially constructed on Whale Island, Portsmouth

Happy and glorious: The Queen inspects soldiers of
No 7 Company, Coldstream Guards, above, repre-
senting the Army in a tri-Service guard of honour

Right, an Apache helicopter adds to the day’s drama

You do us proud

® From Page 39

The Army trio chosen to be presented to the
Queen were:

Capt Daniel Matthews MC, Para, whose two
nominations for the Military Cross related to
actions in Sierra Leone — the evacuation of 500
British citizens and the mission to rescue seven
Royal Irish Regiment soldiers taken hostage.

CSgt CIliff Lea, PWRR, who was Mentioned in
Dispatches for his courage in leading his heavily-
outnumbered patrol to capture 13 armed terrorists
on the Kosovo-Albanian border in 2000.

Cpl Andrew Mackenzie, LG, who in recent
years has won the British modern triathlon, the
Army pentathlon (four times), the Army tetrathlon
(three times), and competed with the British relay
team in the World Championships.

il P PSP

Out of the deep: A Royal Engineers diver, above,
“recces” an airfield from a beach on one of the realistic
purpose-built sets which between them cost £1.5m

We’re here to help: In the peace-support demonstration
segment of the display, soldiers with ordnance clearance
equipment, right, help locals in a troubled village
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Tuned-in: G;rrison Radio
boss Mark Page

Since going live last year Garrison Radio has
proved to be on its listeners’ wavelength

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Graeme Main

EVEN as a boy, Mark Page was mad
about radio. When his aunt gave him a
little transistor set, Mark smuggled it to
school where he covertly listened to
Radio 1. This fascination with the air-
waves has never left him and, today,
Mark is the man behind the success
story of Garrison Radio. “Now I am
running four stations, which is a bit
mad, but I love it,” he said.

Garrison Radio took over the 1287
am frequency on transmitters in Catter-
ick, Bulford and Tidworth at midnight
on July 1, 2001. Since then Colchester
and Aldershot garrisons have also come
on stream providing news, views and
mainstream popular music.

“After winning the contract as the
first new military broadcaster since the
Second World War we really cracked the
mould,” Mark said. “We are a bespoke
Army radio service and our approach
has been new and different.

“In three-and-a-half weeks from win-
ning the contract we went to staffing,
and in one case, rebuilding the studio, to
getting on air. It was going some and we
have kept the pace up.”

The four stations broadcast one watt

of power and have proved the most pop-

ular medium-wave stations in the gar-
risons — not bad when competing
against 20 broadcasting rivals.

“We don’t claim an audience outside
the garrisons,” said former Radio I D]
Mark. “But we will be looking at cable
next as another outlet. We are already on
the internet.”

Garrison Radio is part of the media
stable of the Directorate of Corporate
Communications (Army), providing the
Army with radio news and garrison
information 24 hours a day. The music
policy and playlists are tailor-made for
the UK twenty-somethings.

“We are not a dance station or a coun-
try station,” Mark said. “We aim for the
broadest audience possible and main-
tain output so you know what you are
getting all day long.”

Garrison Radio is hitting the right
buttons, so what are the chances of get-
ting an FM frequency?

“The ball is in the Army’s court,”
Mark said. “We have gone from nothing
to something quite substantial in a year
because our approach has been new and
different.”

Among these innovative programmes
is a regular weekly show in Nepali for
the Gurkhas, broadcast on the web.

To sample what the station offers,
check out www.garrisonradio.com

It's 20 years since
the first families’
conference began
raising issues of
mutual concern with
Army commanders

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Steve Dock

RECORD numbers from garrisons
around the world attended this year’s
Army Families Federation conference at
Imperial College, London University.

More than 530 people took part in the
day’s events which celebrated 20 years of
achievements while recognising there
was still much work to be done.

The theme was “opening doors” and
the conference was able to reflect that it
had succeeded in opening many by
gentle, persistent knocking.

Much has changed since Lady Eliza-
beth Kitson inaugurated the fledgling
federation in 1982, but many of the same
concerns remain: how to improve hous-
ing, education, welfare and employment
opportunities for spouses.

The seriousness with which the Army
and the Government views the federa-
tion could be gauged by the seniority of
the speakers. Chief of the General Staff,
Gen Sir Michael Walker, addressed the
conference about his belief that the
Army family was alive and well.

“Happy families,” he said, “make
happy soldiers, make happy regiments.”

THIS year’s community award, spon-
sored by Naafi, went to Mrs Sandie
Roskelly in recognition of her work with
the Army community over the past 21
years, particularly her involvement with
ARRC families in Rheindahlen.

Sandie is pictured, right, receiving the
award from AFF Patron The Duchess of
Gloucester while being congratulated
by AFF President Lady Walker.

Lt Col Mark Poffey, 13 Air Assault Sup-
port Regt RLC, said: “Sandie has stead-
fastly balanced the maintenance of her
family with the needs and welfare of
those around her in an exceptional way.”
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it's good to talk: Fielding questions from the floor, from left, Francis Canham, AFF employment specialist, Sandra Hutchinson, education

specialist, and AFF chairman Lizzie Iron who exhorted the conference to “help us to help you and let's show we can open doors together”

Gen Walker, who was commissioned
into the Royal Anglians in 1966 and who
has moved house 21 times during a career
that has taken in Germany, Northern Ire-
land, Cyprus, Gibraltar and Bosnia, said:
“Qur concern for our people is a higher
priority now than it has been for anytime
during my service.”

The general was able to tell the meeting
that 24 per cent of the Army was current-
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ly engaged on operations, a figure consid-
erably reduced from the height of the
overstretch. “All work and no play makes
Jack a dull boy and a less operationally
effective soldier,” he said.

He told the conference there would
never ever be enough money to meet all
aspirations. Resources are by their very
nature limited, and the challenge there-
fore was to identify priorities. The AFF
was uniquely placed to contribute to this
debate.

Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon,
who was also scheduled to speak,
had to jet off on urgent business to
India, but recorded a video mes-
sage.

A dynamic afternoon question-
and-answer session saw a top team

of defence heavyweights includ-

ing Adjutant General Lt Gen Sir

Timothy Granville-Chapman,

Deputy Chief of the Defence

Staff (Personnel) Air Marshal Sir

Malcolm Pledger and Armed

Forces Minister Adam Ingram
tackle questions from the floor.

Delegates responded enthusias-
tically to news of a change in the

notice of address, something which will
have a real impact on welfare. At present
the Defence Housing Executive provides
occupants with a married quarter address
28 days before date of posting for moves
within UK and 56 days for those moving
from overseas. This is not ideal for fami-
lies looking to place their children in local
schools.

But a new procedure to be introduced
on December 1 will provide applicants
with an address 14 days (ten working
days) after receipt of application, up to
four months prior to posting date.
It was a timely example of the Army lis-
tening and responding to families” con-
cerns.

The conference was a model of infor-
mative and constructive dialogue, with
both sides striving for balance. No matter
how passionately questions were raised
by Army wives, it was always done with
good humour and empathy was never far
beneath the surface.

Or as Frances Canham, AFF employ-
ment specialist, put it: “The theme this
year is opening doors. And we certainly
have the knockers.”

® See Home Truths, Page 73
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The Duke of York’s Royal

Military School, Dover

founded in 1803

LOOKING FORWARD WITH CONFIDENCE -
LOOKING BACK WITH PRIDE”

The unique boarding school for children of service personnel.
® The Duke of York’s School has excellent exam

results across a broad curriculum, and high
expectations in all that it does

® Itis a 100% boarding school for 500 pupils
providing precisely the caring, secure and
stable environment needed for service children

@ With outstanding facilities and a strong
reputatlon in sport, music and drama, pupils
are given many opportunities to excel

® Subsidised fees for sons and daughters
of serving and retired service personnel

Full enquiries to: Headmaster, The Duke of York’s
Rovyal Military School, Dover CT15 5EQ

\ Web: www.netherwood-school.com /

Phone: (01304) 245024 Fax: (01304) 245019
E-mail: duke @ easynet.co.uk

On the Worcestershire -
Shropshire border:

MOFFATS

A happy family
boarding school proud

of a long association with
Service Families. A school
where children learn to
approach all they do with
healthy unpressurised
enthusiasm. A school that
thrives in its own beautiful
parkland setting. A school
where - to put it simply -
children make the best use of
this most magical time of life.

Small Classes

Many Artistic
& Cultural Activities

Expert help for Dyslexia/SpLD

Sports & Riding in our
110-acre grounds

Hosprmhry & fun for those
in at exeats or half-terms

Qur own escorts to all
stations and UK airports

An Ethos of Discipline,
Kindness & Mutual Respect
L3

Moffats
School

Boys & Girls 7 to 13

Call now for full detailsand to
arrange a visit.

at Kinlet Hall, Bewdley, Worcs DY12 3AY
Tel: (01299) 841230

www.moffats.co.uk
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WOODHOUSE GROVE

together with its Preparatory School
Bronte House, welcomes the children
of serving members of HM Forces.

Situated in delightful countryside
between Leeds and Bradford,
with immediate access to airport,
railway and motorways. The
schools are fully co-educational
'Y . (900 boys and girls 3-18).
NGenerous allowances for Forces
personnel in addition to the
MOD Boarding Allowance.

The Headmaster’s secretary will
be pleased to send full details and
prospectus if you telephone

(0113) 250 2477

APPERLEY BRIDGE,
WEST YORKSHIRE BD10 ONR

A registered Charity which exists to provide education for children
Registered Charity No. 529205 J
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educCation

Moving back to the UK? Moving Overseas?
Has your child special educational needs?
Considering Boarding School education?
Know about educational changes in the UK?

SCE(UK) for FREE advice and support:
Tel: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244
Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245
email: mod.sce.uk@gtnet.gov.uk

www.netherwood-school.com
Netherwood Schosl Jointtop school in England & Wales for GCSE results in 1998
MNow includes 6th form studies

School

www. boardmg schools com

Find the UK boarding s

The Good Schools
=] 2ssembled all tr
l can find on UK
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Soldier reveals what happened when former Saint Lawrie
McMenemy went marching in . . . to the Afghan capital of Kabul

Interview: Andy Simms

FOR more than a decade the Milton End

of The Dell echoed with the chants of

“Lawrie McMenemy’s red-and-white
army” — Southampton Football Club
fans’ tribute to the most successful man-
ager in their club’s history.

With McMenemy at the helm the
South Coast team won the FA Cup in
1976, promotion from the old second
division in 1978, and finished just three
points behind champions Liverpool in
the first division during the 1983/84
season.

Even after his departure from the Dell
in the summer of 1985 Southampton
continued to reap the benefits of his man-
agership. Matthew Le Tissier, Alan
Shearer and the Wallace brothers all
emerged from the youth policy the

]

Transfer: Former Coldstream Guard Lawrie McMenemy shows off his new team’s badge

Gateshead-born manager helped to
establish during his 12-year reign.

So when McMenemy arrived on
Afghan soil earlier this year as part of a
Football Association party which includ-
ed former Tottenham Hotspur and Eng-
land star Gary Mabbutt,

charged with coaching the éThe thing that
Lawrie and the
Titanic have in
common is that
they should
never have left
Southampton 9

multi-national International
Security Assistance Force
(Isaf) and Kabul United
teams for an exhibition foot-
ball match, he was relieved
to catch a glimpse of his
former club’s colours.

“We were staying with sol-
diers from 2nd Battalion,
The Parachute Regiment in
an old school building,” explained
McMenemy, who spent a week in
Afghanistan’s war-ravaged capital Kabul.

"

Picture: Mark Ballantyne

“And the lad who was looking after Gary
and I had a big sign in his window saying
‘Phil’s red-and-white army’.

“My first thought was that Phil was a
Saints fan, but I couldn’t have been more
wrong.” Unfortunately, Phil Robinson’s
affinity with red and white
proved to be a tribute to
Sunderland, the club that
achieved what Manchester
United failed to do — lure
the four-times Bell’s divi-
sional manager of the year
away from his beloved
Southampton.

However, McMenemy’s
return to [hE north-east
proved to be the one blip of
an otherwise exemplary managerial
career, which included spells in charge of
Gateshead, Doncaster, Northern Ireland
and three years as Graham Taylor’s Eng-
land assistant. During his first, and last,
season at Roker Park, Sunderland were
relegated from the football league’s top
flight.

“I really thought it was someone’s idea
of a cruel joke when I was introduced to
Phil,” McMenemy mused. “Jimmy Tar-
buck is a good friend of mine and he
summed up my time at Sunderland
when he said: “The thing that
Lawrie and the Titan-
ic have in common 1s
that neither one of
them should have
left Southampton’.”

No stranger to
barrack-room banter,
having completed two
years of National Service with the
1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards
during the 1950s, McMenemy took
the inevitable “leg-pulling” in his stride,
but found other aspects of his return to
Army life a little more challenging, partic-
ularly his first trooping flight aboard a
Hercules C-17.

“The plane was unlike anything I have
ever seen before,” said the former lance
sergeant. “It was like travelling in an air-
craft hangar with wings.

“As soon as the seat-belt lights went off
there was a mad rush for places on top of
the freight boxes. I was left bemused by it
all but soon realised that the soldiers were
all pros and had grabbed the best sleeping
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places. We amateurs were left to find
space on the floor.”

Discomfort, McMenemy quickly dis-
covered, was to be a recurring feature of
his stay in Afghanistan.

“The two things that were drilled into you
in the Guards were discipline and cleanli-
ness — everything had to be spotless,” said
the 66-year-old. “And the first thing that I
noticed about our room in Kabul was the

dust. It was just o

impossible to keep ‘WhQn I was in
anything clean. the Army half
the buggers

“There was a
wash-basin  and
toilet in the room,
but there wasn’t
any running water a“ the time ,
couldn’t
use them. Every time a vehicle moved
outside, the floor got covered in a new
layer of dust.

“It was also a lot colder at night than I
imagined it would be,” he added. “I am
glad there were no cameras around to
snap Gary and I all wrapped up in our
thermals.”

As well as having to endure the sight of
Mabbutt’s legs in “a very fetching pair of
tights” each night, McMenemy also
found the troops’ modern-day ration
packs a little hard to stomach.

“On our first morning in Afghanistan I
was asked what I wanted for breakfast and
was offered pasta-this or pasta-that, and
the thought of having pasta for breakfast
just didn’t appeal to me.

“Phil told me to go off and have my
wash and when I got back he pulled out

this silver bag and told me: ‘You’ll like
this, Lawrie’.

SO you
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were moaning

“I opened it and discovered it was
chocolate pudding,” he said. “I won’t tell
you what it looked like but I had to eat
something — and if I'm honest it wasn’t
too bad.

“My four-year-old grandson Joss is pas-
sionate about becoming a soldier so I
brought back some of the food rations for
him.

“I recently had Sunday lunch at

his house and presented him

with one of the pud-
dings. I'm not saying
it put him off join-
ing the Army, but
from the expres-
sion on his face it
wasn’t as tasty for
him as it had
been for me in
Afghanistan.”

Although much
of Lawrie’s time in
theatre was spent
training the
Afghan players
ahead of their his-
toric match in
Kabul’s Olympic sta-
dium, he took time

out to talk football with as many of the
British soldiers as possible.
“I had an empathy with the soldiers but
[ would never compare what I did in the
Army to what they do,” he said. “What I
did in the Fifties wasn’t soldiering — the
closest I got to any real action was watch-
ing a copper fight off the crowds in front
of Buckingham Palace. The
thing that impressed me
most about today’s
soldiers is the lads’
positive attitude to
the job in hand.
“When I was in
the Army half
the buggers
were moaning
all the time.
None of wus
wanted to be
there and 1
was one of a

minority who
actually said,
‘Right, we’re

here now, let’s
do the best that
we can’.”




Kelly’s national triumph

WEEKS after confirming her
Commonwealth Games place
with a British javelin record, Pte
Kelly Morgan, left, (3 CS Regt
RLC) twice bettered her record
during a staggering series of
throws at the European Champi-
onship trials in Birmingham’s
Alexander Stadium.

The 22-year-old extended the
record to 63.87m with her second
throw, and then improved it to 64.48m,
the best in the world this year.
Cycling champions
DESPITE missing Scottish Common-
wealth rider Cpl Duncan Urquhart (1
RTR), the Army Cycling Union retained
both team titles at the Inter-Services ten-
and 25-mile time trial championships.

Aaron Stanton (RN) blasted round the
ten-mile course on a stretch of the A3 at
Longmoor Camp in Hampshire to take
the individual title in 21min 2sec, closely
followed by REME’s WO1 Paul Hagger-
tv (21min 18sec). Haggerty’s second-
place and top six finishes by SSgt Gary
Kristensen (REME) and WO2 Phil Mar-
land (D and D) ensured the Army could
celebrate a second successive team victory.

The same three riders led the Army to
a team double by claiming second, third
and fourth in the 25-mile time trial. The
individual title, previously held by
Urquhart, was won by the RAF’s Jon
Surtees (54min 9sec).

Lauren in the limelight

OCDT Lauren Slater (Welbeck College)
helped the Combined Services women’s
judo team to a bronze medal in the
British national team championships at
St Helens. Slater, the lone Army repre-
sentative in the eight-woman team,
recorded wins in all of the team’s pool
matches and was instrumental in securing
a semi-final showdown against Scotland’s
Commonwealth squad.

Although Slater defeated her opponent
with a tremendous throw, it was the
Scottish national side that progressed to,
and eventually won, the final.

4 The Combined Services men’s team,
which included Pte Lee Potts, Bdr Gareth
Maslin and Lt Simon Childs, was denied
a repeat of last year’s bronze medal result
by eventual champions London.

CONTACT US

SOLDIER'S sports desk welcomes your sto-
ries, results and opinions. Write to: Andy
Simmes, Sports Editor, Soldier, Ordnance
Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU or e-mail
him at asimms @soldiermagazine.co.uk

Acceptance or rejection of copy is the deci-
sion of the Sports Editor, who reserves the.
right to amend for length, clarity or style.
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Afdlcan adventure

On safari: Pte Epeli Qolikibua in action against Bristol International Select picture: Roger Thompson

THE Eurest-sponsored Army Sevens
squad got their season off to a winning
start by successfully defending their Inter-
national Safari Championship crown in
Nairobi, writes Roger Thompson.

At nearly 6,000ft and in temperatures
topping 30C, acclimatisation was a major
hurdle — players gulping the hot rarefied
air to keep the brain alert and the legs
a-dancing. Strong men who might nor-
mally last the distance on full throttle had
to be replaced at half-time, the accumula-
tive effects on players becoming more
acute in the later rounds.

After three warmers, the reigning
champions faced stiff matches against
Bristol International Select and Shuja, an
African invitation team bristling with
internationals from East Africa, in the
quarter- and semi-finals.

The final itself, against a big, strong,
hard and fast Kenvan national team,
proved to be a severe test. Local expecta-
tion was high and the voluble team of
stadium announcers brought the 10,000-
strong home crowd to a fever pitch which
remained unquenched even when the
Army scored an early try and converted.

There followed some of the best Sevens
the Army had played this year, with Pte
Emosi Naisaramaki (1RS) and skipper
Capt Howard Graham (AGC) alternating

between conductor and first violin.
Whichever way the attacks shaped, Pte Epeli
Qolikibua (1 RS) was in mesmeric form —
sprinting, stuttering to a near stall only to
accelerate through the gears to the try-line.

Of course, the grafting forwards bore
the brunt of the contest to win the ball -
none more so than newcomers Hldr
Damu Damu (1 Hldrs) and Pte Denny
Delaitamana (1 RRW) alongside old
hands Pte Bul Bulumakau (1 RS) and
Gdsm Alfred Vakacokovanua (SG).

The final try in a 40-7 victory came
from replacement Pre Mathew Raikosa (1
RS), who surged fully 60m through and
around a gallant but tired Kenyan
defence to collapse under the posts.
¢ The Army have been invited to
defend their Middlesex Sevens crown
at Twickenham on Saturday, August
17:

The competition will feature the
“Best of British”, with all 12 Zurich
Premier League Clubs participating
alongside guest teams Cardiff, rugby
league clubs Wigan Warriors and the
Bradford Bulls, and Middlesex County
Sevens champions 2 PWRR Tigers.

The tournament kicks-off at 11am
and ticket information is available
through the Army Rugby Union
booking hotline on 01252 334415.

Easy does

Under-25s canter to
Inter-Services' crown

TWO surprisingly comfortable wins in
the Under-25 cricket tournament at
Aldershot confirmed the Army as worthy
Inter-Services champions.

In damp, bowler-friendly conditions
they ground out 174 in 48 overs against
the RAF, then bowled out the defending
champions for 117 in the 39th over.

Gnr Phil Carlin (7 Para RHA), who
was later to be named player of the series,
scored 25, while Pte Adrian Van Niekerk
(1 A and SH), 27, skipper Lt James
Fulton (2 RG]), 20, and Pte Sean Little
(19 Tank Tpt Sgn RL.C), 21, added useful
runs. But the match swung on an explo-
sive first two overs by paceman Pte Vinnie
De Sousa (1 PWO), whose fifth ball pro-

duced a wicket and whose second was a
double-wicket maiden. There was no way
back for the airmen, who were bowled out
52 runs short. Carlin confirmed his all-
round skills when he wrapped up the
innings with 3-11 runs from 7.5 overs.

Next day the Army were inserted by the
Royal Navy on another rain-affected
wicket and punished them with 303-7 off
their 50 overs, De Sousa smashing 50 off
33 balls before opener Sig Martyn Cull
(21 Signal Regiment), 80, and Fulton
(46) put on 115 for the second wicket.

Carlin’s 5-23 in nine overs when the
Navy batted confirmed his excellent tour-
nament and Little picked up 3-17 as
matelots were rattle out for 143, conced-
ing victory to their hosts by a massive
161-run margin.

In the opening match the RAF beat the
Navy by 56 runs.
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Airborne route: Pte Adrian Van Niekirk, A and SH, takes runs off the RAF Picture: Graeme Main

DOR

SHORTS

Soccer six appeal

PRINCESS Royal Barracks will play
host to an Army women’s football sixes
festival on October 2-4 .

For an entry form, write to Capt Jo
Moseley, 24 HQ Sqn, 13 Air Asslt Sp
Regt, McMunn Barracks, Colchester,
Essex C02 7UL.

Premium sponsorship

INSURANCE giant Norwich Union has
agreed to sponsor the Army Alpine ski
championships for the next two years.

Championship organiser Brig Simon
Allen said: “We are absolutely delighted
to have Norwich Union on board. The
championships continue to go from
strength to strength and we will be
working closely with our sponsors to
make the 2003 event even better than
before.”

Next year’s championships will be held
at Serre Chevalier on January 23-30.

Search for Olympians

WITH memories of Salt Lake City begin-
ning to fade, the British Army has begun
organising two six-day ice sports camps to
help identify and develop luge, skeleton
and bobsleigh athletes for the 2006 and
2010 Winter Olympic Games.

More than 100 places are available on
the camps, which will be held in Lille-
hammer, Norway from October 13 and
cost £350 per person.

Budding Olympians will receive train-
ing from current and former national ath-
letes and be instructed in the whole range
of ice sports skills from preparing the
equipment to starting, driving and, most
importantly, stopping the sleds.

For more information write to Capt
Adam Johnstone, HQ DEME (A), Haze-
brouck Barracks, Arborfield, Reading RG2
9NH or email adamluge@yahoo.co.uk

FIXTURES
Your sporting guide

to August . . .

ANGLING: 29-30 - Inter-Services boat
challenge (Looe).

ATHLETICS: 10 — National relay champi-
onships (Nottingham).

CRICKET: 4 — Sir Paul Getty's XI v Com-
bined Services (Wormsley); 7 — Inter-Services
championships, RN v Army (Vine Lane); 8 —
RAF v Losers day one (Vine Lane); 9 — RAF v
Winners day one (Vine Lane).

EQUITATION: 14 — One day event (Melton
Mowbray); 19-23 — Improving dressage
(Warminster Saddle Club).

RUGBY UNION: 17 — Middlesex Sevens
championship (Twickenham).

TENNIS: 5-6 — Inter-Services champi-
onships (Wimbledon).
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World-beater: Endurance champion and former paratrooper Paddy Doyle Picture: Graeme Main

Recond-breaker

FORMER paratrooper Paddy Doyle
broke the 115th endurance record of his
career at Staminas Gym in Birmingham
by completing 110 full contact ju-jitsu,
karate and boxing rounds in 3hr 8min.

The world endurance champion, who
appeared in February’s issue of Soldier,
beat the previous record, held by Brazil-
ian Francisco Filho, by ten rounds.

“I won 59 out of the 110 but started to
struggle between rounds 80 and 105,” he
said. “The opposition was tough through-
out and I had to call on my vast experi-
ence and legendary stamina to keep out of
trouble.

“Breaking world records is always a
fantastic feeling but this one was made all
the better for beating a Brazilian — espe-
cially in light of the World Cup.”

Doyle is now set to represent Great
Britain at the World Record Holders
Association festival in Germany on Sep-
tember 1.

# A full list of Doyle’s records can be
found at www.staminadlife.co.uk

o

ATHLETICS: Army individual champi-
ons, 100m: Senior men — LCpl Josephus
Thomas (3 (CS) Regt). Junior men — Pte
Slack (27 Regt RLC). Senior women -
SSgt Lorraine Jackson (ATFC Arborfield).
Junior women — Pte Chevette Mais (1
CSMR).

200m: Senior men - LCpl Thomas.
Junior men - Sig Connor (11 Sig Regt).
Senior women — SSgt Jackson. Junior
women — Pte Mais.

400m: Senior men - LCpl Muyambi
(RLC). Junior men — Pte David Smith (AFC
Harrogate). Senior women — Pte Juliette
Holmes (27 Regt RLC). Junior women —
Pte Mason (3 (CS) Regt RLC).

100m hurdles: Senior women - 2nd Lt
Katie Taylor (CUOTC). Junior women — Sig
Edwards (252 Sig Sgn).

110m hurdles: Senior men — LCpl
Simon Williams (21 Sig Sqn). Junior men
- Pte Andrew Broadbent (AFC Harro-
gate).

400m hurdles: Senior men — Cpl Paul
Couldridge (3 RSME). Junior men — Pte
Broadbent. Senior women — 2nd Lt Taylor.

800m: Senior men — Cpl Campbell (33
Fd Hosp). Junior men — Sig Laycock (11
Sig Regt). Senior women — Pte Browne
(Coldm Gds).

1,500m: Senior men — Capt Tim Cross-
land (3 (CS) Regt RLC). Junior men — Pte
Michael Sanchez (AFC Harrogate). Senior
women — LCpl Sarah Paterson (3 (CS)
Regt RLC). Junior women — Sig Natalie
Curtis (21 Sig Regt).
\ 3,000m steeple chase: Senior men —

RESULTS SERVICE ... RESULTS SERVICE . . . RESULTS SERVICE... 7 i

Sgt John Creak (SEME). Junior men — Pte
James Lumb (AFC Harrogate).

5,000m: Senior men — OCdt Adrian
Whitman (RMAS). Junior men - Pte
Sanchez. Senior women - 2nd Lt Joanna
Kelsey (3 (CS) Regt RLC).

Long jump: Senior men - Spr
McMullen (42 Svy). Junior men - Pte
Farooq (1 R Anglian). Senior women — 2nd
Lt Taylor. Junior women — JS Alison France
(AFC Harrogate).

High jump: Senior men — OCdt Mark
Sweeney (RMAS). Junior men - Sig Chris
Tarr (R Signals). Senior women - Sig Julia
Cartwright (21 Sig Regt).

Triple jump: Senior men - LCpl Simon
Williams (21 Sig Regt). Junior men — Pte
Adrian Lowe (AFC Harrogate). Senior
women - Pte Juliette Holmes (27 Regt
RLC).

Pole vault: Senior men — LCpl Gez
Manville (2 PWRR).

Shot putt: Senior men — Sgt Mark Wise-
man (RMAS). Junior men — Pte Antony
Woolery (AFC Harrogate). Senior women
— LCpl Sulueti Tagilala (21 Sig Regt).
Junior women - JS Emma Fowkes (AFC
Harrogate).

Discus: Senior men — Sgt Wiseman.
Junior men — JS Kiel Partridge (AFC Har-
rogate). Senior women — LCpl Tagilala.
Junior women — JS France.

Hammer: Veteran men - Capt Alec
Masson (21 Sig Regt). Senior men —2nd Lt
Keith (2 Sig Regt). Junior men — Tpr Marley
(9/12 Lancers). Senior women - Cpl
Grimes (2 (CS) Regt RLC).

Javelin: Veteran men — Maj Martin
Annis (RMAS). Senior men — 2nd Lt Keith.
Junior men - 1, JS Partridge. Senior
women - Capt Vicky Hemmings (15 Sig
Regt). Junior women — JS France.

Inter-unit championships, Major Units —
1, 3 (CS) Regt RLC (291.5pts); 2, 2 PWRR
(227pts); 3, 3 RSME (212.5pts); 4,27 Regt
RLC (201pts); 5, 1 RGBW (174pts).

Minor Units — 1, ASPT (125pts); 2, ATR
Bassingbourn (107pts); 3, 39 Inf Bde & Sig
Sqn (103pts); 4, Nijm Coy Gren Gds
(81pts). Women's — 1, 3 (CS) Regt RLC
(110pts); 2, 27 Regt RLC (106pts); 3, 3 (UK)
Div & Sig Regt (89pts); 4, ATR Pirbright
(60pts).

Welsh 1,000m peaks race, Services
team event — 1, 4 Regt AAC (A) (18hr 2min
36sec); 2, Joint NBC Regt (22hr 42min
41sec); 3, East of England Regt (V) (23hr
28min 40sec); 4, 4 Regt AAC (B) (23hr
46min 22sec).

CRICKET: Oxford University v Combined

Services (match abandoned); Army U25.
(283-5) beat Stragglers of Asia (128 all out)

by 155 runs; Army U25 (184-8) beat RMAS

(53 all out) by 131 runs; Sussex 2nd XI (264~

4) beat Army (155-6) by 110 runs.

SHOOTING: Royal Signals cup winners —
1 RMP. Kolar Goldfields Battalion cup
winners — 1 RS (C Coy). 30 yards range
shield winners — 1 RS. Queen Victoria
trophy and ARA shield winners — 1 WFR.
Infantry Company shield winners — 1
WFR. Sniper cup winners — 1 RGR. /
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Med
‘man

SOFT words and delicate hands are
hardly the stuff of real rugby front-row
forwards, writes Roger Thompson.

Yet Maj Gareth Thomas (RAMC)
played in the “contact cauldron” for
Blackheath and British Forces Hong
Kong while learning the fundamentals at
the former School of Physiotherapy and
Rehabilitation at RAF Halton.

His love of competitive sport has led
him in a natural swing from player to
physiotherapist of the Army Senior and
Sevens rugby teams, honorary physio to
the Welsh Rugby Union and physio co-
ordinator for the England Cricket Board
Technical Department.

Although a Welshman through and
through, Gareth has no qualms about his
mixed national loyalties in sport and
views his task as providing a “value-
added” service for injured sportsmen.

It is a service he believes is best con-
ducted using an integrated approach,
which, in respect of Army rugby, encom-
passes everyone from the team physio,
coach and company commander to the
player himself. Rehabilitation, he claims,
relies heavily on communication and
understanding between all parties.

He mentions wryly the near-ritual
Friday afternoon six-mile bash when the
officer can invariably turn to “essential”
paperwork to prevent further injury, while
the soldier has to face the sergeant major
and display those soldierly qualities that
can undo a week of treatment.

Rugby as a whole has changed dramati-
cally in the 15 years Gareth has been a
sponge-man and the nature of the modern
game has seen a steady increase in the flow
of traffic crossing his treatment table.

The speed and intensity of play and
commitment to winning have resulted in
physical aggressiveness second only to
war. Players now train all hours to increase
bulk and speed in an effort to gain a phys-
ical ascendancy, and, taking a leaf from
the Australian Rugby League book,
defence is now an offensive weapon.

The “big-hitter” or head-on high
octane tackler, who increases the chances
of injury to himself and the tackled player,
is one feature of the game that Gareth
understandably loathes.

Like the players, physiotherapists are
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changed
dramatically
inthe 15
years Gareth
has been a
sponge-man?

under increasing pressure to produce the
right result and are encouraged to return
stars to the fray as soon as possible.

But Gareth is adamant that this is a
dangerous practice and staunchly refuses
to work with such coaches and managers.
The old front-row forward’s personality
shapes to a bristle at those who would put
a match result ahead of a player’s best
interests.

During a game there may be a thin line
between mild concussion and a potentially
serious head injury, a crick to the neck and
pins-and-needles. The urge to get on with
play — or even get a result — must be stamped
on and although Gareth has only ever had to
deal with two severe neck injuries and two
heart resuscitations, he believes it is vital to
err on the side of caution.

Leg-work: Maj Gareth Thomas on duty during this year's Army-Navy match at Twickenham

[ﬂ 4

As with any sport, science has become
an increasingly important aspect of
rugby and Gareth talks eloquently about
anatomy, physiology and soft-tissue
pathology in the management of injuries,

Picture: Graeme Main

as well as having a detailed appreciation .

of the physical attributes necessary for
each player’s position. Gareth is in the
process of adding a master’s degree to his
post-graduate diploma in sports physio-
therapy.

Tradition, however, is not lost on
Army rugby’s medicine man. His great-
est sporting moment has nothing to do
with his first love, rugby, but cricket —
the chance to sit next to the late Sir
Colin Cowdrey at lunch at Arundel. An
old-fashioned highlight for a very
modern major.
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Replaced in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE

3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H THA
Tel: 020 7930 1979 Fax: 020 7930 1152
www.rdhmedals.com E-mail: rdhmedals@aol.com

VISTA TIES

are Tie Manufacturers and can supply

your existing tie or design you a new one.

@l MICHAEL JAY

* love you, miss you, happy birthday,
| happy anniversary... let rxfur deliver your

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER
Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock

Commissions for that special item undertaken
SUPERB DIAMOND SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

JM.BICKERTON

Manufacturing Jewellers
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham BI8 6LE
For List & Quote Tel/Fax:- 0121 551 7366
Callers at our showroom welcome
HIGH QUALITY ASSURED
E.mail jmb @regimentalbrooches.co.uk
Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

HLDRS
9ct gold £140

fhs B %

lease send us a picture of your badge = “n | 1y ked safely insid hi ks k‘
orpcw ra n:: we w‘vH :}r;:sl aff;cn r::lc:;:r.‘(i !NIFORMS : Sv?;rioggs;?\?esssigfe 3?13 ﬁ'ﬁﬂsaall: y\'VQ:{',EiEIESE;:cUG:BCSiDn...
visual with a quotation.......OVER 300 M'\D[ TO MEJ\&UDE 0 mr*fur (secure onine ordering) R CALL (ines open 24 hours)
DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES N STOCK OR’s and Officers Mess Dress www.sendrfurcom 0870 755 7387
OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress P e e s o — . i
OR's ‘aﬁd Officers No.1 Dress ; : T - . ;
e i BEST NEW-CAR DISCOUNTS ¢
Regimental D.B. Blazers |
Sports Jackets and Trousers E
Dinner Suits =
VISTA TIES Lounge Suits -
;¢ 28HIGH STREET T L www.ACEsales.co.uk
MERSTHAM Lk TR 12 Whitehall, Lidlington, Beds. MK43 ORS
SURREY RH1 3EA Michael Jay Tailoring
S oM B oLk e oY For the very best deals
Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892 TEL01448 614602 FAX.01449 614604 Call: (UK) 01525 406 206
Fax: 01525 403 999
Separating, bereaved or acquiring/selling
property? 11y £ WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW -
Need immediate Legal Advice? From the reign of Queen Victoria to the
Contact: YGUR present day in both full size and
S miniature.
MEBA[S We mount medals ready to wear in both court
and swing style. Professionally sewn in our
own workshops. 5
Also available:
1 Brass cap badges and various veterans lapel
badges. Glazed display frames and lidded
0845 6011260 ST et presentation cases with brass effect
www.forceslaw.com Z A== - .S pameplates. Complete engraving service.
For free 30-minute initial diagnostic interview with lawyers
experienced in the Armed Forces who speak your language We carry a full range of commemeorative
ER The Medal for National Service, Voluntary
Service Medal, British Army of the Rhine
EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR s sl ish o e i
Wide range of garments. ~ Low minimum order. S Service m: u-un; :-L
Full colour brochure.  T-shirts, sweatshirts, colour brochure, or telephone us for a quote.
polos, sportswear & much more S T
Free embroidery proof. No set up charge. Quick delivery.
Competitive prices — embroidered polos from £6, A research service 15 also available.
sweats £8, t-shirts £4.40
SPECIAL OFFERS TO HM FORCES (INC. FREE T-SHIRTS) m ““. .m
Banana Moon Workshop Newton Ferrers, Plymouth, Devon PL8 1DH
48, Old Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford BD11 2JX ¥ Tel: 01752 872672 Fax: 01752 872723
Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524 e-mail: W
www.bananamoon.co.uk www.toadhallmedals.com
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Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of his
drawings taken from our
archive. Circle the differ-
ences in the lower image, cut
out the whole panel, add
your name and address and
send to HOAY 729, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by September 2.

A photocopy is acceprable,
but only one entry per person
may be submitted.

Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn

after the closing date will
win £100; the second and
third wili receive £10 gift
vouchers. No correspon-
dence of any kind can be
entered into.

The names of the winner
and runners-up will be
announced in the October
issue.

(Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

(Address :

=

-

June competition (No 727): First correct entry drawn at
random was from Mrs J Towndrow, of Bulford Camp, Salis-
bury, who wins £100. Runners-up Mr E G Osborne, of Sur-
biton, and Mr J B Owens, of Malvern Link, Worcs, each receive
a £10 gift voucher. The ten differences were: sword; helmet
plume; horse’s tooth; horse’s eye on smaller sculpture;
saucer; stirrup; sculptor’s smock; saddle blanket; bird’s wing;

debris on floor.

“They don’t make these kukris like they used to.”
Write your own funny caption for the photograph, right, first
published in Soldier in March 1954. The best, in the Editor’s
opinion, will win a prize from our silver logo collection. Usual
rules apply and entries should reach us by August 30.

WE are sending the prize for our
June competition to Peter
Copeland of London who
suggested “What | don’t
understand, chaps, is why he
put his helmet in his mouth in
the first place”.

There were good tries by C
Duckworth of Bury St Edmunds
with “, . . and you'll all be
individually armed to the back
teeth”; Reg Briggs of
Peterborough with “But Sir . . .
khaki lipstick?”; Rebecca Jones
of Beckenham with “You soldiers

. SOLDIER August 2002

today...can'tyougotoa out!” from Keith Renicor of
qualified body-piercer like Harrogate; “Serious? Put it this
everyone else”; and Cpl A Grant  way, if he were a sheep he'd be
of 5 Regt RA, Catterick, with “The  shot” from Charles Golder of
Regimental Medical Officer was  Bolton; and “When they asked
delighted to see that Pte Jones  for volunteers to be made up |
had eaten all his greens”. thought it meant promotion”

We also liked “OK, Osama ... from J Armstrong of Chester-le-
you are surrounded. Come Street,
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CHECK OUT OUR LEISURE SECTION PAGES 66-67
WISHLIST: SWITCHED On - GAME 0N

Must-have gadgets and games reviewed by Soldier

@ http://www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

SERVICES

www.wellbeingservices.co.uk

Confidential debt advice

www.armedforces.co.uk

The website for UK Defence
information — For everything you need

' to know about the UK’s Navy, Army &

Air Force

www.modreunited.co.uk

Get reunited with Forces friends and

colleagues. Free, simple to use, safe

and extremely effective. Includes

automated email system. Past and

present personnel worldwide
www.forcesdiscount.com

* Travel, motoring, holidays, insurance,

leisure, solicitors, financial services

. www.forcesreunited.org.uk

The largest dedicated UK database of

www.naturalpathways.co.uk
Primitive survival skills: Shelter building,
finding water, fire by friction, tracking,
native hunting methods, tree & plant
identification, nature awareness and
knots & cordage
www.exservicesreunited.co.uk

Contact your old military mates
www.naafi-financial.com

From Banking to Insurance, wherever
you're posted in the world, it has to be
NAAFI Financial - because nobody
knows you better.
www.ForcesReunited.co.uk

Reuniting Service personnel
worldwide. Free service providing
secure contact, chat rooms, reunion
organiser searching & more

T T T T

Market PléCé‘.v

T

JOHN BULL

Email: John.bull@btclick.com

www.johnbullclothing.com
DISCOUNTS ON BULK ORDERS
TEL: 01748 833614 FAX: 01748 836909

11 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison, N. Yorks DL9 4DH I

 museums |

www.keepmilitarymuseum.org

CLOTHING & KIT

~ www.militarykit.com

~ Wilitary clothing, footwear and

: equ:pmem‘fbrthepm

- www.army-surplus.co.uk 3
BFPOmmIWWm—lhewngsmre
- www.armyandoutdoor.co.uk ‘

Premier kit shop in the north west fc

 Cadets/TA/Servicemen extras

Fmeshmpmanmmtwwwders
WWW, mmmmm co.uk

EF\Mlhtary Tailors " Telecommu riiéafiij?h‘é‘\': Equment " Servuces\

 forces and ex-forces personnel on the web

WORLDWIDE SUPPLIERS OF
GUARANTEED USED
MOTORCYCLE SPARES

A 121 SERVICE TO

MEET ALL YOUR
REQUIREMENTS

www.121motorcyclespares.com

HELPING HANDS

THE ESSENTIAL JOB
SEARCH & BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

THE LIST ™

www.thelistuk.com

www.helion.co.uk
14,500 military books and more!
www.militarybooks.co.uk

Probably the best military books

VRl T] www.eurolenscontactlenses.com

LENS

Acuvué'. . Focus® .

disposable contact lenses - on-line

Soflens ™.

Freshlook .. and more

site in the world

CTP - The official 3rd line of resettlement
ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS WITH

% CAREER TRANSITION 'PARTNERSHIP ‘

www.ctp.org.uk

www.milpkbk.co.uk
Get “A Soldier’s Pocket Book” -
On-line security ordering

| ) 2] www.avidd.co.uk

WWW, armycadats com

ACF leaders wanted
www.readymoneyround.com

British multi-level marketing
company offering full and part-time
business opportunities
www.fantasticbusiness.co.uk
Opportunity for computer owners. F/t

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE
LATEST NEWS OF THE ARMY

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

3RRF REUNION

14"/15" Sept special effort
rhg@thefusiliers.org (notices)
or ThreeRRF@btinternet.com

\

Military Museum of Devon & Dorset
www.rrw.org.uk

South Wales Borderers Museum
www.easthournemuseums.co.uk

The Queen’s Royal Irish Hussars
Museum

www.armymuseums.org.uk

Definitive guide to regimental
museums, ancestor tracing and 4,000
volume regimental bibliography
www.rwfmuseum.org.uk

The Royal Welch Fusiliers Museum
WWW.rememuseum.co.uk

REME Museum

g or ot ideal HERE L REGIMENTAL SITES
S | Grooming relocateable.Company established. SHOP AT SOLMART
;-'0 k t nawalve 23 yrs. Ongoing training & support www.123pwrr.co.uk
| got the edge? s~ B
k= " Royal Regiment
o 3 www.royalirishregiment.co.uk
o5 Website for the Royal Irish Regiment
g www.army.rlc.co.uk
4 The Royal Logistic Corps
2 S Y,
o
o

Erder Caline @ W%

SOLMART SPECIALS
WWW. suldlarmanazlne co.uk
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RANGERS

PEUGEOT

~ MILITARY SALES

0044 1279 ¢
email: claire@
*,Complete legal adviceor.s

Phoenix C. P Ltd | B
Tel: 07050 . 252069 For your free infermation peck on how to purchaeea

. . i new Peugeot at special concession tax free and tax paid prices.
Email: admin@phoenixcp.com Call Colin Clubley:

Web: www.phoenixcp.com Sales Hotline: 01980 653434

# Reputable & Realistic Training - No Bull, Beastings or Irrelevant Content. .

/ Ex 22 SAS. RMP, Police & Other Instructors with Authentic Credentials. Fax' 01 980 554256

/ Training Designed to Maximise Employment Potential & Match Client

Requirements

/ Fully Inclusive CP Career Transition / Resettlement Package (Hereford)

7 CP Career Fact Finding Seminars (Birmingham)

7/ CP Medical Refresher / Re-qualification Course. Th e
: e Associalion of

/ CP Tactical Firearms Course (USA). Fiiicx aid it ﬁ

/ CV Production / Customisation & Career Support. Security Supphiars

/ Advice Regarding Employment Opportunities.

www.peugeotmiIitarysales.ce.uk

Phoenix C.P. Ltd, Forum House, Stirling Rc

SUPPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY
AND PRINTING

To advertise in Soldier’s
Web Watch contact ,

advertising@soldier

or telephone
01252 347352

N Tee-Shirts- Sweatshirts-Polos
/ "\ Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets
Base Bal Hats g
Nottingham Screen Pnnls 10, Park Road.
5% " Yoadiborpe. Nottingham. NCS 4HR

Tel: 0115 0676262 Fax: 0115 9263599
E Mail: nottmsp@tesco. nei

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove B61 S8LL
Tel: (01527) 835375 of Fax (01527) 576798

Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals
and Medal Mounting either for wear or display.

Medals professionally mounted to the highest standards
Two day service on most mounting work
We have over 20 years experience and pride ourselves
d efficiency of our service

COSTELL

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

or a copy of our comprehensive

e for full details of all our
“Secure on-line ordering on our websit
\mu \u:umed‘lis com Email: wms @ worcmedals.com
5 Credit card orders accepted 3

Afull rangeofpewterand _ =
“cold cﬁﬂ‘;’gﬁﬁ:ﬁ"* to LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT
Al S e INTA‘;*SRIES?;;IE}ESEEEDIT
"o A o Brochure, For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
L— - W"mﬂ%ﬁ Accessories Contact:
Codcastbone | ek raveeend OIS | UK 020 8478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631
£58.75 incl. Email: phoenixwr@lineone.net UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Ilford Essex IG1 4BS
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@ MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING

Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS ;
INCLUDES offer

® 14 day Make or
/48 hr EXPRESS
I Lowest prices ¥ 2
™ Best fit

[/} | Highest quality
¥ Best payment terms
Lecal agent (o measure in most areas

Tel:01449 614602 Fax01449 614604 |

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

Miniature Medal Specialists

All currently issued medals
available in our secure on-line
shop at competitive prices.
www.citationmedals.co.uk

Medals court mounted at £3.50
per medal, postal service
available - quick turnaround.

01482 656629 info@citationmedals.co.uk

“THE JOKER”
» ‘ PETE SCHOLEY
~ BORNEO 1965
)
12x8 mask-mounted
y limited edition print.

Individually signed by
Pete Scholey. With

historical
i notes,
_ Post paid

01252 617952

New Laguna Expression Sport Tou

¢ 0)

B ABS Brakes
B 6 x Airbags

B Air Conditioning
% B CD Player Runaus Lagune
B Roof Bars Lo
The first car to win

B Alloy Wheels Burope's 5-star safety
B F &R Flectric Windows ¢

B Opening Tailgate Window  CLIO RENAULTSPOH Cup

Scénic Fidji 1.4 16V F-ptee tarafCloth Sports Seats 1
he exciting new lightweight
W Air Conditioning Clio Renaultsport 172 Cup is
-E W CD Player 'E engineered to bring rally
B Alioy Whee's L performance to road driving.

W 6 x Airbags
EIRCTSNISNIP W AR5 Brakes with EBD

INSURANCE CASHBACKS ON SELECTED CLIO'S
3 years / 0.000 mike warranty * 12 year anti-corosion warranty + 3 years colour paintwork warranty » 2 years/1 8000 mile service intervals

Get Maximum UK Resale Value with our low prices, 3 year Warranty and Pink log book
Return to Britain-Tax Paid Scheme Available

WI']II'EHOUSE Whitehouse Renault Centre

FREEPOST SEA 8177

Tonbridge
RENAULT =7
Uk Phone/Fax: 020 7026 0020

tion modes in ke of Free Insurance with no age or driving restrictions.
e requied, subject 1o status Models shown for iliustration purposes ol

i all Freeway collection
-rl-v-)keﬂ\w e Guotanens 2@iabie f"‘lﬂ*o,««

'LOST OR NEW |

MEDALS

Professionally mounted
Hand-sewn ... not glued

K&D Medals

33 The Cresecent, West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB
Tel: 020 &777 2428
kanddmedals@aol.com

Full size & miniature supplied

BODYLINE

Professional Teamwear
from the leading brands.

@ummum
BODYLINE
football hockey

Full range can be seen on-line

01709

bodylinesports 377986
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Tax Free
or with
UK
Military
Discount

In the Military?
Looking into-a new car?

<5
Look no further than Natocars!

Call 01278 455555 today for your
FREE Natocars’ Buying Guide

with Special Military Prices on over 1500 new cars

' SNATOCARS

W For People Who Drive A Good Deal!

Saldirity e

T 2ZOSHLE O @ o
UK HQ Wy[ds Road * Bridgwater ® Somerset ® TA6 4BH
Tel: 01278 455555 we'll call you back
Fax: 01278 450396 * www.natocars.co.uk
E-mail: sales@natocars.co.uk (Please supply postal address)

SOL/SKUANC

Are you a Regular
Reservist wanting to
return to the Army
to do further service?
From 6 months to
42 months in Iangfth?

For a Response Pack
For further information

or speak to your Unit
Administration Officer

CHALLENGE




e

Forces and

Ex-Service Personnel| |

OUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES?|
CAUSED BY SERVICE

" ALSO INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE
AND PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

COMPENSATION

LL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!|
FREEPHONE E
0500 22 20 22 NOW!

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD MARSH HOUSE, 92A
MARSHLAND ROAD, MOORENDS, DONCASTER, DN8 45Z.

R

e

TROPHIES & AWARDS
FOR EVERY OCCASION

(Golfing awards a speciality)

Presentation awards
Trophies & Incentives
Plaques & Shields
Salvers & Figurines
Hand cut crystal

Hole in one awards
Engraving

Large range to suit any budget.
Discounts available.

For free 2002 colour brochure contact:
ASTER DESIGNS

PO, Box 5 Dept. S.M. Chelmsford, CM2 9UW
Tel: 01 36 011245 260069

Email: sules@aster-designs.com

ixport orders welcome

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

DEBT PROBLEMS"

Are your outgoings more than your income?

@

b_,pﬁ_a *.._

iy
Are your creditors threatening you with: NP7

Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptcy, Bailiffs,
Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings?

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us
now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems
without the need to borrow more money.
Telephone (0044) 01329 51 5532
for a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL consultation.

Or visit our website: www.wellbeingservices.co.uk

WELLBEING SERVICES

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGE £1100
nmuun\ SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES (Black)
WITH LEG/BELT SHEATH 2350
BERETS: RED, GREEN, NAVY, BLACK, SAS, LIGHT

INFANTRY DRAWCORD LEATHER HEADBAND £7.50
GOLD DRESS CORDS FOR §TD £20.00

‘. For officers or other rank
| With or without unit designa

REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £1050 ! also
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS o4l
WHITE COTTON GLOVES “Hwl |
WHITE COTTON MASONIC GLOVES 550 |
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS 20001 |

LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS (made to
measure) 0800
STANDARD CARRYING CASE L
PARACHUTE REGT STANDARD CARRIERS \'\ITH
ALL ELEVEN BATTLE HONOURS

%’ty suppli
.E. for price list

PACE STICKS Mll’

SWAGGER STICKS, CHROME & BLACK £1300
LAPEL BADGES: AIRBORNEARTILLERY ~ £200

RA GREEN BERET £200
PARA RED BERET 200
PARA CAP BADGE £130
PEGASUS 1942 - 1999 COMMEMORATIVE L. \P[—l
BADGE |
BRASS CAR GRILLE BADGES ﬂﬂm |
S/STEEL & PLASTIC GRILLE BADGES £000 | |
REGIMENTAL WALL PLAQUES E1800

One off BLAZER BADGES a speciality at no extra
charge. SEND FOR FREE LISTS

11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw, Oldham, Lanes OL2 8JT.
Telephone/Fax: 01706 846648

E-Mail: sales@thegoldwirebadge.co.uk
www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

Phone: 0151-5 651
Fax: 0151-549 112

MOUN G SERVICES

Miniature medals supplied
and mounted from £10.00 + psp
Full size medals mounted
from £3.50 each +pap
Quality medal framing

from £2650 +pép
ALL MEDALS MOUNTED

PROFESSIONALLY NOT GLUED
TEL: 07786073060

7 NICHOLLS WALK, WINDSOR SL4 4YA
— m‘ w
_ )

ERITISH £ RN Y

COLLECTION

CARICATURES

Rick

3 3 Slngles uublan groum or the
4 88,
Ask for samplos and prices

) Quick fun caricatures
4 at ynur vent

Over 60 Mess Fmauns to date

GET THE BEST

mall: rick @ caricature co.k  watisite: www caricaturs.co.uk

58/

“¢  Joy’s Roses
-7 & Flowers

Flowers for all occasions. Births/Birthdays/Anniversaries/
To say I love you/ Get well soon
SENT DAILY TO UK & NI
SOMEONE SOMEWHERE IS
WAITING TO HEAR FROM YOU

BOUQUET - ROSES RED or YELLOW or WHITE or MIXED (12 Blooms) .
BOUQUET - ROSES RED or YELLOW or WHITE or MIXED (24 Blooms) ..

... £14.00
£19.00

BOUQUETS NO ROSES .. £20.00

BOUQUET - FREESIA & FEHNS (40 Blooms! .. £15.00
SPECIAL MIXED B()UQUET.S

BOUQUET - SPECIAL MIXED inc. ROSES (30 Blooms)... ibavias st .. £18.00,

BOUQUET — SPECIAL MIXED inc. ROSES (50 BIOOMS).....oumemmmmmmmmsmnsensssinssssiananess £20.00
BOUQUET - CARNATIONS, FREESIA & FERNS (30 Blocms) R b

HOTLINE: 01481 246708

ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED/POSTAL ORDERS/CHEQUES
MADE PAYABLE TO:

;-L';' ~.  Joy’s Roses & Flowers,Flamingo,

St Sampsons,Guernsey, C.l. GY2 4WB
S/ Telephone: (01481) 246708  Fax: (01481) 243406
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EMBROIDERED BADG!

» Fantastic Quality » Min. Qty just 50 * Fast
3/4 Weeks Delivery = Free Origination 100+

ﬁm\ / k

i

——

- SEHV!CE P.IHBES
WE ALSO SUPPLY:
* Printed T-shirts
» Enamel Badges
* Wire Blazer Badges
* Golf Umbrellas
* Club and Corporate Ties

For application form, send a S.A.E to:
2 SERVICE COMMEMORATIVES -
P.0.Box 4, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10 3ZT

* Polo's,
Sweats, and
Full range of

Leisurewear »
Free design
Origination for
4+ (any
combination) »
All embroidered
with YOUR Motif
or Logo = Up to
Nine Colours
|nc.|uded at No

EN SIGN MOTIF N

Portkil Bay, K
Tel: +44 (0) 1
E-mail: sale

AH],'!\ G84 OLF

The Eastern Service Medall

This xuperh die-struck commemorative medal 1s available in

full size and miniatureto all who served in Near, Middle and Far East.

N Send s.a.e. for your application form today.
DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961, Bromsgrove B61 8LA

Commemorative medals are not official but may be obtained as a
souvenir/keepsake. They should not be worn by serving personnel
with/alongside British official decorations/ medals/honours.

"AND EMBRO'DE‘ED GOLD wlﬂ! BLAZER BADGB
\ND PAINTED WALL PLAQUES (Select any Regiment or Corps)

BERETS (ANY COLOUR), SAM BROWNES, RANK SLIDES, PACE STICKS,
SWAGGER CANES, TIES (REGIMENT, CORPS OR ASSOCIATION)

Should there be any item you require which is not shown, please contact us, and we will
andoavourto help, as we are unable to list all the products in our portfolio. Whether you are buying for
ﬂb\fedone we will be happy to give you prices and quantity discounts upan

% N BANK LODGE, BURN BANK, GREENFIELD, SADDLEWORTH, OLDHAM OL3 7ET
TEL: 01457 577019 FAX: mm 878499 EMAIL: houghton.baileyGbtinternet.com

repair s

For your FREE colot 1e
following addressS, d the cou
SPECIAL AIR-SEA;

St. George’s Works, St. _
Lancaster, Lancashlre, LA1 :

Tel: 01524 64204 - Fax: 01524
Email: info@sass-kit.fsbusiness.co,
Website: www.sass-kit.fsbusiness.

IPlease send me your latest catalogue:

I EITTIO! ©.seseemsosis s cesmsstupanssssamsnsessas ssnan s rasasssnsens sesssasonsasasrasarsssntasrarasnssns

A CHATBIEIRT ..o n bt o e sdn s miininim s b 45w ¥ KRS S e a3 R SRs N YA

Pasteode: :awmsaamnnmat 8

Ties

from O. H. Hewett Ltd

Established records of tie designs for
over 100 years and 30,000 patterns.

T'es made to order in silk or polyester.
For information regarding prices and
minimum quantities
please contact:

0. H. Hewett Ltd at
21 Farncombe Street
Godalming, Surrey GU7 3AY

Telephone: 01483 426917
Fax: 01483 424810
Email: enquiries@ohhewett.co.uk

24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE FREEPHONE: 0800 328 4348

TIES, CAPS & T-SHIRTS

* All items made to

* Fully guaranteed
* Friendly service
* FREE ADVICE

[ ensign

gnmmtﬁ». co.uk

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts
T/Shirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many
other items. All can be printed or
embroidered. Send for a free colour

catalogue and price list.

VISTA SPORTS LTD
28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA
Tel: 01737 645113
Fax: 01737 645892

fj

UNIFORMAL

M ES S

MEYNELL AVENUE.

The Highest Quality and Value for Money
in Military Tailoring for Over 30 Years'

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
UK: TEL: 0113 282 6102 FAX: 0113 282 1457

VAN DUNGIE HOUSE
ROTHWELL.

FREEPHONE: 0800 9803551

K1TS

LEEDS L526 ONU

*RLC/AGC, D&D, Staffordshire:
£320 (inc VAT & rank)
*RE, R Sig, RAMC, REME, RA,
Paras, Kings, Queens, AAC:
£340 (inc VAT, rank, shirt & tie)

George Boots £49,99 inai pap
Patent Boots £85

Most Medals £5 Ioose
Courtmounting £4 per model
White Marcella Shirt £22 & £27
Collarless Shirt £27

WWW. m eSSd ress . co m = Secure online shopping

INTEREST FREE CREDIT

Queens Golden Jubilee Miniature Medal £5 i.civara pap
(TKS Medals approved by MOD)
Visit us in Bournemouth 7 days a week by appointment. Contact us for officers price list.

*RTR, RRF:
£360 (inc VAT & rank)
*Female AGC:
£455 (inc VAT & rank)

£30
£20
£15

S/Dress Shirt
Spurs

Spur Boxes
Silk Self Bow Tie £15
Khaki Braided Tie £17
*Please add p&p on all items

Made to Measure Tailoring
85 Stewart Road, Bournemouth BH8 8NZ

Tel: 01202 302846 Fax: 01202 383874
e-mail: sales@messdress.com |
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CLASSIFIEDS

TO ADVERTISE
FOR A PEN PAL

Please send for details
enclosing a stamped,
SAE to:
Soldier Magazine,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU

Or visit Soldier
Magazine online at:

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
Email: hshekyls@soldiermagazi
All pen pal adverts must be prepaid

co.uk

Fiona (30), 5’6", black hair and green
eyes. Enjoys travelling, the gym and
meeting new people (ex-forces
childhood background). Seeking pen
pal with GSOH, good qualities,
genuine and honest, 27-40.

P136

Sarah (23), §°, long blonde hair and
green eyes. Enjoys going to the pub with
friends, music, keeping fit, cinema and
meeting new people in the Army.
Seeking pen pals, 18-30. P137

Janine (32), 4’11", fair red hair.
Enjoys writing, yoga, socialising,
walking and meeting people. Has one
four-year-old son. Seeking pen pals,
25+. P138

Debbie (39), 5°, small/medium build,
short hair and blue eyes. Enjoys
dancing, music, walking, the gym,
football, rugby, motor bikes and
writing. Non smoker, reliable, caring,
hardworking, honest and welcomes pen
pals 40-45 to share laughter in letters.

P140

Karen (39), 5%, short brown hair and
brown eyes. Enjoys walking, the
countryside, eating out, quiet places
and gardening. Secking pen pals, 39-
45, P141

Sandra (36), looking for male pen
pals. Enjoys listening to music, nights

Leesa (29), 5’4", long dark hair and
blue eyes and a good sense of humour.
Enjoys pubs, clubs, travel, reading,
music and generally lives life to the full.
Would love to hear from any guys over
25 who have a good sense of humour, so
what are you waiting for P148

Carole (40), 5’4", fair hair and blue
eyes. Two children 9 and 15 years old.
Young at heart, one of a kind. Enjoys a
variety of good music, dancing and
cinema. P149

Marcia (35), 5’5", blonde hair. Enjoys
cinema, walking, eating out and
voluntary work. Would like pen pals with
GSOH and varied interests, 33-43

P150

Sarah, 5’4", blonde hair and blue eyes.
Enjoys pubs, clubs, eating out,
dangerous sports (skydiving) and would
love to feed sharks. Seeking pen pals,
24-35, photo would be appreciated.

P151

Zoe (29), 5’7", medium build with
brown hair and brown eyes. Enjoys keep
fit, horse riding, music, cinema, eating
out, travelling, clubs and making new
friends. Seeking pen pals, 27-35.

P153

Jennie (42), 5.7", size ten blonde with
blue eyes. Enjoys reading, gardening,
walking and DIY. Interested in
anything. Seeking pen pals, 30-50.

Pl154

Theresa 5’8", brown hair and hazel
eyes. Reached the prime of her life at 39
and tries to hold on to a good sense of
humour, Owns a horse riding centre
and has a close relationship with a good-
looking wheelbarrow. Looking for a pen
pal to form a friendship and make this
world a happier place. P155

Dianne (37), 5’4", fair hair. Enjoys
socialising with friends, eating out,
walking, dog showing, writing to friends
abroad, keeping fit and the cinema.
Seeking pen pals with similar interests,
32+. P155.

Gary (44), 6’, blue eyes. Enjoys
reading, walking, cinema, theatre and
galleries. Secking pen pals, 31-47.

P171

out, Internet and walking. P142

Mari (45), from Lancashire. Enjoys
football, travel, cycling, reading and
soul music. Seeking genuine male pen
pals, 45-55. P143

Shirley attractive, 5’6", light brown
hair and blue eyes. Enjoys writing,
outdoors, socialising, pets, enjoying life
and lots more to tell later. Would like to
write to single men 40+ with a sense of
humour who have a spark for life and
who are interesting to chat to. Go on, it
must be you. P144

Ann (37), 5’2", brown hair and blue
eyes. Enjoys writing, walking, dancing
and listening to music. Seeking sincere,
trustworthy and loyal pen pals, 35-45.

P145

Calling NCO and above, level-
headed conversationalist with good
level of education and humour wishes
to communicate with senior NCO or
above in the British Forces at home or
abroad. Eclectic interests too many to
list. P146

Jacqueline (35), 5°, blonde hair and
green eyes. Enjoys music, good food,
reading, walking and animals. Seeking
pen pals, 33-48. P147

PEN PAL
REPLIES:

To reply to a pen pal, write a letter

and send it to address below:

Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

* The box number must be clearly written in the
top left corner of all your replies.

* Replies should consist only of letter and
photograph if requested.

* Replies received more than three months after
the cover date, large, heavy or poorly
addressed envelopes will not be forwarded.

BOOKS

Keep in step, with A SOLDIER’S
POCKET BOOK. Great value for
money. A ‘must have’ for your kit. Price
£7.50, See www.milpkbk.co.uk or email:
sales@milpkbk.co,uk, Tel/fax 01964
542878. Military Pocket Books, PO
Box 28, Beverley HU17 5LA

12/02

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

BUSINESS OPPS

The List — The Services’ Business
Network. The International Business &
Job Search Directory. Web:
www.thelistuk.com or tel: 01483
200863 04/03

‘Would you like to earn from £500 per
week from 11 hours work. A genuine
opportunity to be in charge of your own
destiny. Only available to UK citizens
(at present) in UK and ANY BFPO.
0800 542 0544. 09/02
Are you ready for EurExcel?
Supplement your Forces income or
pension. Independent Representatives
required throughout Europe. 0800 542
2014 www.excelwithus.co.uk 01/03

FREE TEST SHOTS TAKEN ON
GUYS by London photographer. Can
lead to £100 cash for 2 hours work by
successful applicants. Call Mike Arlen
0207 373 1107 for more details.  1v02

Photographic Business for sale.
Established 15 years in East Midlands,
Low rent on lock up double fronted
property. Turnover approx. £80 k from
weddings, portrait, social and
commercial combine with good income
from self owned Mini lab. Asking price
£19,500. Further details on request:
01952 276195 or 07816220108. osin2

FOR SALE

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2. Castle
Armoury Dept. 10, PO Box 312, Dover
CT16 3QP. 12/02

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES.
3 x lst stamps for list. Many scarce.
Anthony Webb, 84, Merritt Road,
Greatstone, New Romney, Kent TN28
8SZ 12/02

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring
for information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382. Website www.peterhicks.com
and email: sales@peterhicks.com 12102

Free 2002 catalogue for those in the
Forces. Dragon Supplies offers
essential military kit at superb prices!
Telephone: 01473 822495. 12/02

Quality makers of pipe band &
uniform accessories hand-
embroidered badges Irish & Scottish
family crest pipe banners, sashes,
regimental banners & standards in bullion
wire at rock bottom prices. ISO 9002
certified. Topflyz Industries 21/414 Majid
Pura, Sialkot 51310/Pakistan. Tel: +92
432 580913 Fax: +92 432 588547 email:
topflyz(@skt.comsats.net.pk 02103

To advertise in Soldier's Web Watch
advertising@soldiermaga

or telephone 01252 347352

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £4 for Edition 8, 2,500-item
catalogue (incl 35+ SAS). Cheques
pavable toG Jennings-Bramly. 3
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523.  Visit
www.militaryfinearts.com 12/02

Army Cap Badges and military
cigarette cards. Send SAE plus 80p
for lists. Clans and Regiments, 14 Elm
Grove, Aldbrough, East Yorkshire
HU11 4RQ. 1202

Catalogue of Russian military
watches available from Mr. S. Tomanek,
93 Mansfield Road, Nouingham, NG1
3FN. www.russianwatches,co,uk 10/02

e e e e s e e e e i ke e e e e e e s e e

Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393. Minimum order 25 Shields.
£11.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £19. Website address:
www.militarymarketing.co.uk  Email:

mmisales@militarymarketing.co.uk 1202
e e e s e e e e e e e e kel e ke ke e kol i sl s ke e

Good quality jumpers in regimental
colours and other military gifts. For
further informaton please call 020 7520
9212 or email: infi@smartturnout.co.uk
or www.smartturnout.co.uk 02103

Black and brown brogues, loafers,
cavalry boots and chukka boots in
leather and suede. For further
information please call 020 7520 9212
or email: inf@smartturnout.co.uk or
www.smartturnout.co.uk 02/03

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia, Send £2, for list
to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle Vue
Street, Filey, North Yorkshire. Website
address www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk

12/02

Regimental ties, badges, cuff links,
tie slides, enamelled sets — over 400
regiments available, bow ties and
cummerbunds also in stock
www.TieNet.co.uk o103
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ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS f£££

08 June 2002

1st (287 runs, £5,800): Cpl G Wraith,
3 CS Med Regt, Catterick

2nd (280 runs, £2,900): LCpl TJ Lit-
tlefair, Sp Bn HQ ARRC, Rhein-
dahlen

3rd (276 runs, £2,000); WO2 MA
Parkin, 4 GS Regt RLC, Abingdon
4th (275 runs, £1,600): Pte LP
Senior, ITC Catterick

5th (274 runs, £1,300): W02 C
Brews, 35 Engr Regt, Paderborn
6th= (273 runs, £540): Capt RA
Baker, HQ 4 Armd Bde, Osnabruck
6th= (273 runs, £540): Maj DJS
Cochran, 1 KOSB, Catterick

6th= (273 runs, £540): Cpl RJ Guest,
1 RGBW, Ballykinler

6th= (273 runs, £540): Spr DB
Monks, 22 Engr Regt, Andover6th=
(273 runs, £540): Sgt T Severs, 1 R
Anglian, Pirbright

15 June 2002

1st (361 runs, £5,800): SSgt K Bar-
nett, RTMC, Chilwell

2nd (344 runs, £2,900): Cpl DC
Larkman, 3 Bn REME, Paderborn
3rd (342 runs, £2,000): Cpl IC

Broomfield, 3 Regt AAC, Wattisham
4th= (341 runs, £1,450): Maj TJ Lali,
1 BW, Fallingbostel

4th= (341 runs, £1,450): Sgt DA
Morgan, 4 GS Regt RLC, Abingdon
6th (339 runs, £1,000): SSgt NA
Waitt, 21 Engr Regt, Osnabruck

7th (332 runs, £700): Cpl WJ Craig, 2
Para, Colchester

8th (331 runs, £500): Sgt PC Smith,
QRH, Sennelager

Oth= (329 runs, £250): WO1 DR
Beattie, 1 R Irish, Canterbury

9th= (329 runs, £250): SSgt AJ Cor-
lett, DM Longtown

22 June 2002

1st (648 runs, £5,800): WO2 MED
Alder, RDG, Munster

2nd (641 runs, £2,900): Sgt MF
Flynn, 9 Regt AAC, Dishforth 3rd
(639 runs, £2,000): Bdr RJ Thomas,
26 Regt RA, Gutersloh

4th= (634 runs, £1,450): WO2 NC
Johnson, 3 RSME Regt BEW,
Minley

4th= (634 runs, £1,450). Maj LJ
Read, LSSU RLC UKSC (G), Rhein-
dahlen

6th (632 runs, £1,000): WO1 JN Skir-
ton, HQ 12 Mech Bde, Aldershot
7th (631 runs, £700): WO1 MP
Williams, 16 Signal Regt, Rhein-
dahlen

8th (630 runs, £500): Sgt WR Moore,
170 Pro Coy RMP, Edinburgh

9th (628 runs, £300): SSgt SA Mcl-
nally, JSSU, Ayios Nikolaos

10th (827 runs, £200): SSgt M Lowe,
19 Regt RA, Colchester

29 June 2002
1st (489 runs, £5,800): LCpl AW
Austin, QRH, Sennelager
2nd (483 runs, £2,900): Sgt SA
Cadby, 4 GS Med Regt, Aldershot
3rd (478 runs, £2,000): Cpl MP
Jones, 1 LI, Paderborn
4th (470 runs, £1,600): LCpl DW
Jones, 47 AD Sgn RLC
5th (466 runs, £1,300): Cpl KS
Bradley, 4 Regt AAC, Wattisham
6th (465 runs, £1,000): Col IR Thom-
son, 9 Regt AAC, Dishforth
7th (461 runs, £700): Cpl G Roberts,
3 Bn REME, Paderborn
8th (459 runs, £500): Sgt L Taylor, 4
Bn REME, Bordon

Oth= (448 runs, £166.67): WO1 M
East, 23 Pnr Regt RLC

gth= (448 runs, £166.67): Capt WE
Findlay, 9/12 L, Hohne

9th= (448 runs, £166.67): Capt IAJ
Turner, 1 1G, Munster

06 July 2002

1st (354 runs, £5,800): Maj CLS
Butler, RMCS, Shrivenham

2nd (353 runs, £2,900): CSgt F Don-
nison, OPTAG :

3rd (344 runs, £2,000): CoH MJ
Roberts, HCR, Windsor

4th= (339 runs, £1,450): LCpl LS
Dransfield, 4 GS Regt RLC, Abing-
don

4th= (339 runs, £1,450): LCpl SG
Lister, 1 GS Regt RLC, Gutersloh
6th (338 runs, £1,000): Maj NB
Berragan, BOD Donni

Regt, Hohne
8th= (333 runs, £400): Cpl TJ
McMurray, 3 R Irish, Portadown
8th= (333 runs, £400): Pte LM New-
burn, 34 Fd Hosp

10th (332 runs, £200): Sgt MW Mar-
vell, AMF (L) CSS Bn, Bulford

££7

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

££7

Militaria badges, collars, titles,
formation signs and caps £1.00 for
lists. 36 Captain Cooks Close, Staithes,
North Yorkshire, TS13 5AP. 08/02
ROYAL ENGINEERS MESS KIT
good condition. Size chest 40/42, waist 32,
bargain £125. Steve 0161 7906497
(Manchester) SIMandEEE2000(@aol.com

08/02

How many nutritional supplements
do you take abroad or on exercise?
Take one supplement that is a herbal
blend which has helped millions world
wide with chronic pain, low immune
systems and poor diet. Can provide up
to six months supply or post BFPO.
Ring 01480 498379,

HOLIDAYS

Florida, Westridge, Davenport.
Five-bedroom, three-bathroom wvilla
with pool. Private gated community,
tennis, golf, and volleyball. Sleeps up to
12. 15 minutes from Disney. From
£500 pw. Visit www.villasarina.co.uk
Email: enquiries@uvillasarina.com or
call 020 8519 6854.

08/02

12/02

FLORIDA, Kissimmee, Orlando,
three-bedroom, two bathroom, villa
with own private heated pool. Sleeps
up to eight, 15 mins Disney. From
£325 per week. Call 01440-707176.
Email:  ladypea200{@aol.com  Web:
www.floridavilla.com 05/03

ORLANDO. Brand new, luxury four
bed, two bath villa, ten mins to
Disneyworld. Sleeps 8-10. Own heated
pool. From £450 p.w. Details at
www.floridapinesonline.com. Email:
penny{@floridapinesonline.com or Tel:
01932 706282 10/02
Florida Villa Southern Dunes Golf
& Country Club, four beds, three
bath, sleeps ten. Private pool, gated
community, restaurant, bar, tennis and
driving range. Disney 20 minutes, one
hour to Gulf & Space Coasts. From
£450 p/w 020 8325 0681, email
floridavilla@ntlworld.net 09/02
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SPAIN outside Malaga bed and
breakfast villa ideal for walking, house
hunting, relaxaton, swimming pool
and Sky television. All dates available.
Telephone: 0034 669 522 107/0034
620 339 343 ex-forces. 12102
BARBADOS - The best value holiday
villa on the gold coast! Sleeps up to
seven. Available to rent all year round,
with housekeeper and catering. E-mail
chbaileyone(@aol.com for details.

0103

Charity: The combined fund of the
former York & Lancaster Regiment
and The Hallamshire Battalion.

The Charty Commission has made a
Schemeto al

$102GB

or can be obtained by sending a stamped addressed
envelope to The Charity Commission, Woodfield
House, Tangier, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 4BL, quot-
ing the above reference or visiting our website at
http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk

Comments or representations can be made within
one month from today.

3 RRF REUNIO

September 14"/15"

Full accom. & programme.
Come for all or part

BUT BE THERE!

Know someone who was 3 RRF?
Details & register contact:
CAPT BOB KEATING ON 0207 820404
OR email Tt

eeRRF@btinternet.c

01dOppos.co.uk is special because it
provides a link of friendship between the
serving and the retired, the young and old.
It 15 not a contact website for old
comrades, not a reunion website for old
comrades, not an association of old
comrades. It is not any of these things, it is
all of them and more. 08/02
Post Box Pals pen pal service. For
more information send a SAE to Post
Box Pals, PO Box 8469, Birmingham
B33 9BW UK. 09/02
INSURANCE FOR SOLDIERS -
MOTOR AND HOUSE. Call: Roy
Chandler on 0870 220 1971 or Fax
0870 220 1972 for personal service and
quotations.

CASH LOANS

v Up to £500

v We say YES to Tenants
v Immediate payout

v No credit check

v Call FREE on:

0800 619 2274

~
L

06/03

\ FOR THE SERVICE CQMMUNIT\’/

NOTI(;E TO READERS

The publishers of Soldier M.

advertisement or for any losses suffered as a result. Readers are strongly recommend-
ed to make their own enquiries and seek appropriate commercial, legal and financial
advice before sending any money or entering into any legally binding agreement.

ibility for the accuracy of any
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James Albert Stratton, former member of
the Tank Corps in North Africa under Mont-
gomery, is sought by niece, Pam White, SP,
3424 West Lyons Ave, Spokane, WA 99208-
4742, USA or pwhitesp@aol.com

School pals from Healing Comprehensive,
Grimsby seek Graham Wheatley and Jayne
Edwards, both possibly serving with Army
Medical Services, for planned 22-year
reunion. Contact Carol Marley (née Wright)
crifortuna@aol.com or 01652 655818.

Trucial Oman Scouts circa late 50s and early
60s sought by Mick Lee, ex-S&T Sgn, 2 Para
and 63 Para Coy RASC. leesy @ca.com.au

Calling all ex-airborne REME, who would
like to be involved in forming an association,
also any widows of former serving soldiers or
officers who would like to get together for com-
memorative and social events. Contact SSgt
Marty Carrhar, 8 CS Coy, McMunn Bks, Colch-
ester, 01206 571795 (mob 0790 1502193) or
mcarrahar @supanet.com

Ernie Hobbs, ex-Pioneer 1949-51, is looking
for old mate “Steve” Stevens, ex-208 Pioneer
Corps, Nescliffe, Shropshire. Contact him at
mail @ruth99.freeserve.co.uk

Ex-C Troop, 170 Ind Mortar Bty RA, Hong
Kong 1953-54 old mates sought by Alan
Michael Hart, whose unit was also attached to
the Glosters in Solma-ri, Korea. Telephone
01449 781726 or mickhart@onetel.net.uk

Spr Gary Watson would like to catch up with
Sprs Adam Marshall and Dave Gardener via
tiger10106936472@aol.com or 01255221687

Ex-260 Signal Squadron (SAM) Shoebury
and Dortmund1960s and 70s are invited to
join association. Write to R F Andrews, 7 The
Heath, South Tankerton, Whitstable, Kent CT5
3HJ, phone him on 01227 264551 or e-mail
www.260sigsqnsam.abelgratis.co.uk

Calling former RASC, Suez 1956-58. Ed
Forte, batman/driver to the Rev Morton (C of
E chaplain) at El Cap, Suez, with 1st Bn York
and Lancs, would like to make contact with
anyone from the Y&L, also anyone from his
training days at Blandford or A PI, 14 Coy, 3 Inf
Div at Hobbs Bks, Lingfield. Replies to A E
Forte, 10 Higher Brimley, Teignmouth, Devon
TQ14 8JS or 01626 772911.

APPOINTMENTS

Major General: J H T Short, to be COS Joint
HQ (N) Stavanger, May 5; P G Williams, to be
HD of NATO Mil Liaison Mission Moscow, May
20: P A Wall, to be GOC 1st (UK) Armd Div,
Jan 2003: D R Bill, to be GOC UK Sp Comd
(Germany), Oct 2003.

Brigadier:W R Rollo, to be Dir Mil Ops, Jul 2.

Colonel: P R Farrar, to be Comd Adv Trg
Gp (Army), Jul 1; N J Lipscombe, to be ACOS
Fire Co-ord Nato HRF (ltaly), Jul 1; A P Cross
to be Comd Geo Engr Gp and Thatcham Stn
Comd, Jul 1.

The World In Need charity seeks sponsorships
to enable Afghan children to travel for surgery.
Contact Ron George, World in Need, PO Box
109, Crowborough, E Sussex TN6 2ZN.

list in 20 years.
Picture: Sgt Brian Gamble

aalilts |

Glosters 28/61st: Reunion and social hosted
by Royal Forest of Dean Branch, Sept 6, Berry
Hill Rugby Club, Coleford. Tickets (£6) avail-
able from Richard on 01594 834510 or
www.glosters.org

Glasgow and Strathclyde UOTC: Reunion
dinner Aug 17 in unit drill hall for past OCdts,
TA or Regular officers, permanent staff and
PSlis. Event marks retirement of adjutant, Capt
Pat Gill. Tickets from Capt B Simpson on 0141
3396611 or gsuotc@talk21.com

Queen's Own Buffs, Royal Kent Regiment
OCA: Service of remembrance and reunion to
be held in Maidstone on Sept 8. Details from
Bryan Bartlett on 01322 346053.

3 RRF 1968 Endex: Sept 14-15 hosted by 2
RRF at North Luffenham near Peterborough.
Full programme, full board, come for all or
part. Contact Capt Bob Keating on 0207
8204042 or threeRRF @btinternet.com

204 (NI) Fd Hosp (formerly 204 (NI) Gen
Hosp) RAMC(V): WOs' and Sgts' Mess
reunion dinner for past, present and attached
members to be held Sept 21. Further details
from WO1 RSM Parkes on 028 90640966.

Battersea Army Cadets (1930-2002):
Reunion to be held Sep 21 at Clapham Junc-
tion. Details from Major McNeil 01442 264515
or Major Joannau, TA Centre, 27 St John’s Hill,
London SW11 1TT.

4th (1/4th and 2/4th) and 4/5th (TA) Battal-
jons, The Royal Hampshire Regiment:
Reunion at Newburgh House, Winchester,
Sep 28. Enquiries and tickets from Major lan
Taylor, c/o Western HQ PWRR, Serle’s House,
Southgate Street, Winchester SO23 9EG or
telephone 023 80694771.

Junior Leaders Regiment RE: Reunion in
Blackpool, Oct 4-7. Open to all members of the
JL Branch of the REA. Book now to secure a
place. Contact Tom Graham 01256 420335 or
g-mail tom.graham@ntlworld.com or Capt
Andy Nixon RE at andy_nixon@lineone.net

Glosters Band and Drums: Reunion in Chel-
tenham. Oct 5. details from Jeff Hinchcliffe, 3

Madeley Road, Havercroft, Wakefield WF4
2HU or 01226 701375.

5 Field Force/Armd Fd Amb/Fd Amb GS
Regt: Second annual reunion Oct 19 in Man-
chester. Contact Axel (Richard) Foley on
muppet787 @hotmail.com or 07801 443799.

Parachute Regiment WOs' and Sgts’ (Past
and Present) Dinner Club: 44th annual
dinner on Oct 19 at Colchester. Details from
WO2 Nobby Clarke, RHQ 38 Sig Regt(V),
Manor Top TAC, Hurlfield Road, Sheffield $12
2AN or paradinnerclub@aol.com

68 Artillery Clerks: Reunion and association
dinner, RA Sgts’ Mess, Oct 19. Details from
WO1 (SSM) Tibble on 01276 412250.

SNCO Recovery Mechanics: Reunion and
dinner in the WOs' and Sgts’ Mess at SEME,
Bordon, Oct 26. Contact WO1(ASM) Forbes,
Recovery Section, SEME or 01420 485526.

RAMC: Reunion for ex-members and their
partners, Nov 9, at Lincoln. Details from
michael.mccran@ntiworld.com

3 Regiment RHA, past and present mem-
bers association: Reunion to be held at the
Village Hotel, Warrington Nov 2. Details from
WO1 RSM T Lynn (0049) 5051 962479, or
www.uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/3rdppma

47 Regt RA Officers’ Mess: Reunion Nov 9,
RA Mess Woolwich. Contact Maj T C Edwards
RA, BC 25/170 Bty RA, Baker Barracks, Thor-
ney Island, Hants PO10 8DH, 01243 388364.

Rapier maintainers: Dinner to be held Nov
16. Full details from Stu Overal 0118 9763355
or rapiermaintainer @btopenworld.com

63 Airborne/Air Assault Brigade Support
Squadron: Annual officers’ dinner, HQ RLC
Mess at Deepcut, late Nov. Details from Capt
Ash Loudon, 63 Squadron, McMunn Barracks,
Colchester or ashloudon@hotmail.com

Ex-129 (Dragon) Battery: Sarawak reunion
weekend will take place Nov 22-23 at 40 Reg-
iment RA, Topcliffie. Contact Sgt McKenzie
01845 59 5428 or linzi.mckenzie @virgin.net
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ASSISTANCE SOUGHT

Camouflage is to be the subject of a docu-
mentary for BBC Radio 4. Anyone who was
involved in painting and creating camouflage
during the Second World War is asked to ring
John Goudie, Editor, Arts Unit, BBC Radio 4 on
020 77655037 or john.goudie@bbc.co.uk .

Where is Armed Forces
Pension Scheme going?

Society's vital role in guarding Service people’s interests

FROM reading the financial pages in the
popular press one could be excused for
thinking that the Armed Forces Pension
Scheme, which is a final salary scheme, and
other similar public sector schemes are the
envy of everyone else and lucky to survive,
writes Lt Cdr David Marsh, pensions sec-
retary of the Forces Pension Society

Orders and medals researcher requires infor-
mation about Lt Col Richard George Hart
Anderson, ex-officer of The Green Howards
(1941-54), who was seconded to the Indian
Army (6th Rajputana Rifles) during the Second
World War and served with the Sultan of
Oman's Armed Forces from 1954 to his retire-
ment in 1973. He was born on Jan 10, 1921 in
Harlow, Essex, educated at Coatham School,
Redcar and died at the Royal Star and Garter

The FPS exists solely to ensure that the
Armed Forces are offered pension condi-
tions which are at least as good as standard
practice elsewhere, particularly in compari-
son with other public sector schemes. This
membership society lobbies influential
bodies to help persuade the MoD to put right
anomalies and injustices of the past,

(FPS).

However, three of the principal
factors which are driving private
sector schemes away from
defined benefits do not apply to
the Armed Forces scheme
because there is no actual fund to
be adversely affected by recent
changes to taxation, accounting

and to offer a scheme for current
and future Servicemen and
women that is just reward for the
unique commitment which they
make to their country throughout
their careers. Service people
deserve no less. Most recently the
FPS was asked to give formal evi-
dence to the House of Commons

Home in 1993.

Colin Hole of the Orders and Medals
Research Society would welcome any details
about Anderson, holder of the Sultan's Distin-
guished Service Medal, particularly his involve-
ment with Empire Windrush disaster of 1954,
service in the Indian Army, his British and
Sultan’s Army and pre- and post-Army days. All
letters will be acknowledged and costs of pho-

practice standards or poor perfor-
mance of the stock market. Benefits are paid
from general taxation and are not subject to
such vagaries.

There is, however, no room for compla-
cency ... but in the opposite direction. There
is ample evidence to show that the Armed
Forces Pension Scheme has fallen well
behind modern good practice standards
and is overdue for a thorough overhaul.

The MoD is conducting a major review of
the scheme to bring it into the 21st century,
and last year
produced a con-
sultation docu-
ment setting out
its proposals for
introduction in
about 2005.

Many individ-

Defence Select Commitiee on the pro-
posed new pension scheme. The subse-
quent report, published in May, was highly
critical and strongly recommended that
MoD should revisit many of its proposals to
meet their responsibiliies as a good
employer.

How the MoD will react is yet to be dis-
covered. Nevertheless, such a reaction from
the Defence Committee to the MoD'’s pro-
posals and evidence, following pressure
from the FPS, amply demonstrates the soci-
ety’s value and credibility. No one else can
speak out like this.

FPS membership is open to all retired
and serving personnel. It is less than the
price of a pint of beer a month and members
who take advantage of many of its special
offers could easily recoup the annual sub-
scription cost. It also offers a respected

tocopying covered. Write to 54 Priory Bridge
Road, Taunton, Somerset TA1 1QB.

SOLDIER COMPETITIONS

Combat Mission (June) Winners: Cpl D
Martin, Kirton-in-Lindsey; H Black, Annan,
Scotland; N Shippam, Shoreham-by-Sea; D
Clarkson, Chippenham; A Bowyer, Kettering.
Answer: Second World War.

Simpsons Road Rage (June) Winners: LCpl
Rendall, Bristol; Cpl | Evans, Blandford; R
Scott, Co Tyrone; C Watson, Kirkham; T Zeliffe,
Texas USA. Answer: Maggie.

The subsequent report
was highly critical and
strongly recommended
that MoD should revisit
many of its proposals to
meet their responsibili-
ties as a good employer

Travelling fellowships
THE closing date for applications for the 2003

uals and organi-
sations have contributed to this consultation
exercise, none more so than the Forces Pen-
sion Society, which submitted very full and
analytically-based evidence to benchmark
the proposals against modern good practice.

advice service on often complex issues sur-
rounding pensions.

® Details from the Membership Secretary
by phone on 020 7820 9988; e-mail
memsec @forpen.co.uk or by visiting the
society’s website at www.forpen.co.uk

Winston Churchill Travelling Fellowships, open
to all UK citizens to undertake study projects
overseas related to their trade, craft or
profession, is October 3. Send a sae to Winston
Churchill Memorial Trust, 15 Queen’s Gate
Terrace, London SW7 5PR, tel 020 7584 9315,
fax 020 7581 0410, e-mail office@wemt.org.uk

Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 020 7591 2000;
www.armybenevolentfund.com
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722
436569
Army Welfare Service 01722 433456
Army Families Federation 01980 615525;
www.aff.org.uk
British Limbless Ex-Service Men’s
Association 020 8590 1124;
www.blesma.org.uk
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880

Germany 0800 1827 395

Cyprus 08091065

Bosnia 0800 731 4880

Others UK 1980 630854

Operations worldwide Paradigm Homelink
Access Number *2999 @ thePINprompt
Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 01372 841600;

A

www.combatstress.com

Family Escort Service 020 7463 9249

Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
www.gulfveteransassociation.co.uk

Joint Service Housing Advice Office 01722
436575

Mutual Support (Forces Multiple Sclerosis
support group) 01666 824709

National Gulf Veterans and Families
Association Office (0900-1700) 01482
808730; 24-hour helpline on 01482 833812;
www.ngvfa.com

Regular Forces Employment Association
0207 321 2011; www.rfea.org.uk

Royal British Legion’s Legionline 0845
7725 725; www.britishlegion.org.uk

RBL Industries Vocational Assessment
Centre 01622 717202/ 718484; www.rbli.co.uk
St Dunstan’s Home for blind ex-Servicemen
and women 020 7723 5021;

~

www.st-dunstans.org.uk

SAMA 82 (South Atlantic Medal Association)
for Falklands conflict veterans 01495 227577
e-mail: densama@aol.com

Samaritans 08457 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980 618244
Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 020 7403 8783;
www.ssafa.org.uk

SSAFA Forces Help Housing Advisory
Service 01722 436400

Veterans’ Agency (includes War Pensions
Agency) 0800 169 2277(from UK); 0044
1253 866043 (from overseas);
www.veteransagency.mod.uk

Victim Support Western Europe (SSAFA
Forces Help) in Germany 02161 47 2272; from
outside Germany 0049 2161 47 2272
WRVS General enquiries 02920 739906
www.wrvs.org.uk
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DATES :

AUGUST

2-24: Edinburgh Military Tattoo.
More details on
www.edintattoo.co.uk

7: Kneller Hall concert, 2000
(RA, R Irish, Gurkha Bands).
Tickets £5 from 020 8744 8633
or available on the night.

28: Army Benevolent Fund
charity race day, Brighton.
Special £10 “day member’s
badge” available in advance from
Judy Welsh or Sara Bellingham
on 01273 603 580 (quote ABF,
minimum of two tickets per
booking).

SEPTEMBER
7: Brompton Barracks open day,
Royal School of Military

LEngineering, Chatham.

# If you fancy a day at the races,
Brighton on August 28 would be a
good place to be (see Dates
above). The course is hosting an
Army Benevolent Fund race day,
including the prestigious £22,500
Listed Virginia Rated Stakes.

Gates open at noon and the first
of seven races starts at 1400.
Admission is £10 to the Tattersalls
Enclosure or £15 to the Members'
Enclosure. But a special advance
day-member's badge will set you
back £10 and give you free parking
and access to the members’ bar
and restaurant . . . and £5 of it goes
to the ABF. See phone numbers
above.

To sponsor a race, call Robin
Bather on 01435 810076.

# RAF Linton-on-Ouse is produc-
ing a distinctive first-day cover to
support Cancer Research UK and
the RAF Benevolent Fund. The lim-
ited edition of 2,000 will commemo-
rate the Queen's Jubilee Military
Review flypast on June 27.

Cheques payable to Golden
Jubilee Commemorative Cover
should be sent to 1 Squadron, RAF
Linton-on-Ouse, York YO30 2AJ.

A second cover with a 45p VC10
stamp, white rose franking and sta-
tion badges will be sold to support
the Multiple Sclerosis Society. It
costs £7.50, payable to Service
Funds, RAF Linton-on-Ouse, and
sent to MS Cover, FS Lee, Air Traf-
fic Control, RAF Linton-on-Ouse,
York YO30 2AJ.

# Footnote: A form of words has
been agreed for the plaque to be
erected in Larkhill Garrison Church
to gunners killed in the Suez Canal
Zone (see “Suez heroes to be hon-
oured”, Diary, March). Following a
request by veteran Roy Wilson, the
plague in St Alban’s will proclaim:
Suez Canal Zone 1947-1954. In
memory of members of the Royal
Regiment of Artillery who died
whilst on duty.

New medals for th medics

FOUR new medals have been commissioned by
the Army Medical Services and will in future be
awarded to the winners of annual RAMC prizes.

The awards are funded by legacies and until
now have been sums of money.

Clockwise from top left are the Consultants’
Prize, a silver medal which will accompany a purse
of £330 provided by a fund raised after the Second
World War by wartime consultants. It goes to a
Regular Army medical officer for an essay on any
subject of professional medical interest.

The Parkes Memorial Medal comes with a
prize of £275 and is designed to encourage main-
stream and late-entry AMS officers who are not
professionally qualified to enter papers on relevant
subjects, in particular papers that advance the
duties of such officers.

Regulars and Territorial Army officers and sol-
diers are eligible for DGAMS’ Special Award,
made annually to an individual or unit for a period
of meritorious service warranting formal recogni-
tion within the AMS. It is accompanied by a £100
cheque.

The Knott Memorial Prize, consisting of a silver
medal and £140, goes to a general practitioner.
The prize was instituted in 1976 from a fund given
by Lady Knott in memory of Lt Gen Sir Harold
Knott, Director General AMS from 1961 to 1965.

@ Past winners can buy the medals retrospec-
tively. Details for this, or entry procedures, can be
obtained from MA/DGAMS, MoD AMD, FASC, Slim
Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 4NP.

Woolwich mess opens doors

THE Royal Artillery’s magnificent Officers’ Mess at
Woolwich — the oldest in the country — is to open its
doors to the public on August 31 and the weekend
September 21-22. Tours are from 1030 to 1600 and
no advance booking is necessary. For more infor-
mation, ring 0208 781 3097.

Access to the mess follows the major success of
a public day on May 4, the first in its 200-year histo-
ry. Thousands of people turned up for guided tours
under the Golden Jubilee Festival's “String of
Pearls” event linking 80 great buildings and institu-
tions along the banks of the Thames.

Top catering job for colonel

A FORMER head of the Army School of Catering
has been appointed chief executive of the Hotel
and Catering International Management Associa-
tion (HCIMA), the 20,000-strong professional body
for managers in the hospitality industry worldwide.

Col Philippe Rossiter, left,
now on the Defence staff at the
British Embassy in Paris, will
take over next month.

He has been involved in sev-
eral important initiatives related
to the industry, including chair-
ing its Modern Apprenticeship
Working Party and forging ties
between the Army and trade
associations.

QRH to have charger’s medals

A memorial
to a Man-
chester hero
of the
Charge of
the Light
Brigade has
been moved,
with his
medals, from
St Bene-
dict's
Church, Ard-
wick, where
they have
been kept for
the past 100
years. With the church about to close, the brass
plaque to Pte Ferdinand Stanley of the 4th Light
Dragoons, who was in the second wave of the
famous cavalry charge, was passed, via SSAFA-
Forces Help, to The Queen's Royal Hussars for
safekeeping.

The 4th were amalgamated several times over
the years and are now part of the QRH, which has
just returned to its barracks at Sennelager, Ger-
many, from a six-month tour of Kosovo.

Pte Ferdinand was buried in 1898, aged 80, in
St Benedict's and his medals given to the church.
Picture: Maj Roy Bevan o

RDINAND STAN
LATE PRIVATE. 4™ LICHT DRACOONS
QNE OF THE SIX HUNDRED.
BorN?3.Feni8I8 Diep 7APRILIBIE

lays a wreath Cyprus.

Shropshire soldier honoured

Lt Col Peter Light Infantry in Humphries and
Davies, left, the British his wife Diana,
CO of Dheke- Cemetery at who used to
lia-based 2 LI, Troodos in teach at Service

schools on the

at the recent- The grave, island, tidied it
ly renovated dating from up, replaced
grave of Pte about 1885, was stonework and
McCormack in a poor state repainted the
of The King’s until Maj (Retd) lettering on the
Shropshire Bob headstone.
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Hive of activity: Janet Lloyd-Baker,
centre, the HIVE co-ordinator at Bordon
in Hampshire, wasted no time in identi-
fying a need for phase two trainees at
SEME Bordon to be able to access
information on their post-training move-
ments. With the support of the garrison
commander and the CO of the SEME Regi-
ment, she found a room between the barber
and the WRVS and opens it every weekday
between 1145 and 1300.

The response has been terrific from single
soldiers, including Cfn Adam Rayner, left,

Janet puts lads
in the picture

and Cfn Shaun Mitchell, who can find a
wealth of details about future posting locations
as well as local information aimed specifically
at them.

Plans are now afoot for soldier HIVEs to

open at Deepcut and Keogh. Picture: Steve Dock

Brian’s grave comment
sparks a sprmg clean

WELL done the East Kent Branch of the
Royal Artillery Association.

In his review of The Curling Letters of the
Zulu War (Books, March), Brian Jewell noted
that the grave of Col Henry Curling RA, one
of a handful to have escaped the Zulu slaugh-
ter at Islandhlwana in January 1879, was in
keeping with his somewhat obscure life:
“there is a white marble cross in Ramsgate
cemetery which has fallen over and now lies
forgotten in an overgrown bed of weeds”.

Cath Solly, secretary of the East Kent
Branch, and husband Allan spent several
evenings weeding, cleaning, polishing and
restoring the grave to its now pristine state, as
her before-and-after pictures clearly show.

The branch subsequently
turned out in force for a cer-
emony at which members
paid tribute to Col Curling.
On parade were the branch
and county standards. Spe-
cial thanks are due to the
Royal Artillery Association
Memorials Fund for its sup-
port.

At the time of
Islandhlwana, Curling was a
lieutenant in charge of a
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gun. He and 54 others
escaped the battlefield as 26
officers and 600 soldiers, in
addition to many men of the
Colonial Volunteers, were
killed in just 20 bloody minutes
by a Zulu army.

Museum of The Royal
Dragoo ‘@Quards

Nearly a lost cause: the 7th’s heritage

There you
are, my
old china

WHEN a large force of spear-wielding
natives ambushed the 125 ox-drawn
wagons which made up the baggage
train of the 7th
(Princess Royal’s) Dra-
goon Guards in South
Africa on April 17,
1846 they were met
with fierce resistance
by escorting troops.

Although the ammu-
nition wagons were
saved, 52 others -
including those carry-
ing the officers’ mess
baggage — were lost to
the attackers.

More than 50 years
later the 7th returned
to South Africa to
serve in the Boer War,
and appealed through
local newspapers for
news of the long-lost

property.

Detail from a
painting

depicting the
attack on the

CHINA RETURNED

Although no silver was recovered,
the commanding officer received a
letter from a Mr Gillan of Port Eliza-
beth saying he was in possession of
some items of mess china, which
were duly returned to the regiment.

The pieces on display in the joint
Military Museum of The Royal Dra-
goon Guards and The Prince of
Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire in
York are now treasured items.

The Military Museum of The Royal Dragoon
Guards and The Prince of Wales’s Own Regi-
ment of Yorkshire at 3a Tower Street, York, can
be contacted on 01904 662790. Admission is
£2 (adults), £1 (senior citizens and children)
and the museum is open Mon-Sat 0930-1630.

www.armymuseums.org.uk

baggage train

Calling all
curators:
If your
museum
has not
yet
appeared
in this
column,
please
contact
the Editor
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LIGHT LOAD

WEIGHING only 146g and measuring just
14.8mm in depth, Packard Bell's PocketGear
2060 represents state-of-the-art computing
mobility.

Based on the Microsoft Pocket PC 2002
operating system and powered by an Intel 206
MHz processor, the PocketGear sports 64MB of
RAM and a touch-screen backlit VDU.

@ £379, from www.packardbell.co.uk

Gameon...

STREME AIR RACING, PC

GET set for the world's greatest adrenalin
rush with Just Flight's stunning and highly
realistic flight simulation game for the PC,
Xtreme Air Racing (XAR).

Placed in the cockpit of a turbo-charged,
nitrous burning aircraft with more than
3,000 horsepower at their fingertips,
players can soar between 50-200 feet above
the ground as they compete in racing’s most
dangerous discipline.

XAR allows gamers to experience the
thrill of racing around pylons and flying so
low to the ground that their propeller
touches the sagebrush, while being
surrounded by seven relentless competitors.

The nose-to-nose action is viewed from the
cockpit of any one of the game's 20 highly
detailed aircraft and, together with realistic
3D-terrain graphics, provides a frighteningly
realistic high-speed racing experience.

Players can choose to compete in a
single race or complete an entire season,
which will allow them to fly over a
number of exotic locations around the
globe. As well as featuring the sport’s
birthplace, Reno Nevada in the United
States, XAR's race venues include the
jungles of Thailand, the scenic coastlines
of England, the snowy fjords of Iceland
and the majestic Swiss Alps.

UERDICT: Should soar to the top of the charts. /10

RINGING ENDORSEMENT

THE IACM 4000 Internet Alert Call
Manager eliminates the need for an
additional phone line or dedicated
internet connection.

Compatible with all BT and Cable
networks, the unit, pictured below, alerts
online users to the presence of callers by
flashing, bleeping and displaying a name
and number.

It logs the last 80 incoming calls,
includes a 40 name/number directory
and can also detect incoming faxes.

@ £39.95, from www.firebox.com
(0870 2414289).

PlioT

il

www.xtremeairracing.com

COURTESY of Just Flight, Soldier has four
copies of the fantastic XAR up for grabs. For
your chance to take to the skies, simply
answer the following question:

What format is XAR published on?

Send your answers on & postcard to XAR
competition, Soldier, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU by September 2.
Usual rules apply.

Edited by Andy Simms E-mail: asimms @soldiermagazine.co.uk

EXTRA PROTECTION

SOUNDLINX'S watertight and
shockproof mobile phone cases are an
ideal accessory for soldiers working in
the field. The protective polyurethane
plastic cases’ flexible, transparent and
sound conductive keypad surface
enables users to make calls in all
conditions.

@ £25.99, from
www.soundlinx.co.uk (01827 69069).

DTESEE WS

mtmummmmmm
raised £4,400 for the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

The outfit was auctioned over aten-day
period on eBay and attracted bidders from
all over the world. =

SPORTS |Mernctluemmnmﬁrﬁa
nation’s most beloved marketing creation of

recent times, ITU Digital's “Monkey”
ehmcter

games developer has lltmemlm
slzeoﬂtsoffer but have confirmed that
wait forit... It'smnremuamm

KONAMI has announced that October will
mmmummm F
football title for the PlayStation 2- Pro
Evolution Soccer 2. s
Theorlglmlsldmwethmﬁl.m |
copies and unlike many sequels, the new
ﬂtlelssnidtnhmbeenmﬁgrem__

TITUS Interactive Studio’s Robocop: The
Futmnfmfnfurmummhu
released on the PlayStation 2 in October.
The first-person shooter is based around
the 1987 hit film Robocop and its sequels.
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MEDAL OF HONOR: FRONTLINE, PS2

HEAD back behind enemy lines with Lt Jimmy

Patterson in Medal of Honor: Frontline.

In this installment of the smash-hit series
from Electronic Arts, Lt Patterson must use
the confusion of the real-world offensive
Operation Market Garden to infiltrate the
German front line and steal the HO-IX flying
wing, an experimental Nazi weapon so
powerful that it could turn the tide of the
Second World War.

In keeping with the strengths of the
previous games, Frontline puts gamers in
control of Patterson as he carries out his
critical missions in full 3D,

Patterson is charged with completing 15
crucial assignments, which range from
destroying a German naval base, rescuing a
captured OSS operative from a Nazi-held
Dutch manor house, stowing away aboard a
speeding Nazi armoured train, to disarming

the undercarriage of Nijmegen Bridge, made

famous by the film A Bridge Too Far.

Players have a small squad of soldiers
and a slew of new weapons - ranging from
the Liberator pistol, Panzerschreck and
MG42 mounted machine gun - to help them
achieve their goals and can opt to attack
enemy units alone or as part of a crack
military squad.

Patterson’s allies and foes in this first-
person shooter boast improved artificial
intelligence, making for tense and heated

U RALLY 3, PS2

INFOGRAMES have finally driven
their hugely-successful V-Rally
brand out of the garage and on
to the PlayStation 2.

The original game debuted on
the PlayStation in 1997 and
became one of the system’s
bench mark racers, and this
latest reincarnation looks
capable of emulating that feat on
the next-generation console.

V-Rally 3 brings gamers all the
tyre-spinning realism of rally
driving with an incredible range
of tracks, fully detailed cars and a
super-fast game engine.

MIRE TYSON BOKING, PS2 & XBOX

T Loy g —

LEISURE

WIN...WIN...WIN )

SOLDIER has joined forces with Elec-
| tronic Arts to offer you the opportunity to
| step back in time. :
[ For your chance to win one of five

copies of Medal of Honor: Frontline for the

PlayStation 2, simply answer the following

question:

What rank is held by Medal of
Honor'’s lead character?

a) Captain
b) Private
c) Lieutenant

Send your answers on a postcard to
Medal of Honor: Frontline competition,
Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. The winners will be
drawn at random from the correct answers
received by September 2. Usual rules
apply.

large-scale battles, with friends, foes, and
even civilians all on screen at any given
moment.

UERDICT: Intense realism and a gripping storyline
make Medal of Honor: Frontline the best combat
simulator available on the PlayStation 2. 9/10

DEUS EX, PS2 OUT how

TWO years after scooping a BAFTA
for Best PC Game of the Year, lon
Storm-Austin’s first-person action
adventure Deus Ex is making its
console debut.

In terms of plot the game is largely
unchanged with players taking
control of JC Denton, a rookie anti-
terrorist agent charged with
investigating a mysterious plague
known as the Grey Death. However,
this PS2 version boasts a number of
improvements including a graphical
overhaul and a new control system
that takes full advantage of the Sony

-

1:32

L

UERDICT: Champion contender. 7/10
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Williams and Audley Harrison.

UERDICT: High performance drive. 9/10  Dual Shock Controller. UERDICT: Worth waiting for. 8/10
SPIDERMAN: THE MOVIE GAME OUT NOW
HE may have been dumped on the BASED on the box-office smash
canvas by Lennox Lewis, but starring Tobey Maguire and Willem
flooring Iron Mike is still a real Dafoe, this action adventure game
challenge in Mike Tyson from Activision allows players to
Heavyweight Boxing. assume the role of the super-hero of
The self-acclaimed baddest man the hour, Spiderman.

on the planet lands the hardest The high-swinging, web-slinging
punch in this boxing simulator title follows Spidey as he attempts to
from Codemasters and gamers will thwart crime and bring the criminal
have to hone their defences before mastermind Green Goblin and his evil
facing him in a championship henchmen to justice.
match. Aside from Tyson 16 other All-new aerial combat, in-air
heavyweights are featured, control and free-roaming capabilities
including Hasim Rahman, Danny add to a franchise that has already

UERDICT: Top movie spin-off. /10 enjoyed considerable success.



Daring raid taught
Allies vital lessons

FOR the Allies it was one of the
biggest disasters of the Second
World War. The raid against the
German-held port of
Dieppe on the French
channel coast on August
19, 1942 claimed
thousands of British
and Allied troops
including 3,164 men
and 215 officers from
the 2nd Canadian
Division. But it
wasn't all a failure,
as Will Fowler tells
in The Commandos

at Dieppe: Rehearsal for D-Day
(Collins, £17.99). No 4 Commando's
successful supporting raid disabled
heavy German guns and was also
the first instance in which US troops
fired shots at the Germans.

Shedding light on war
fought in the shadows

BY using diaries, letters, interviews
and first-person accounts Russell
Miller, a former Soldier writer, has
produced a hugely
readable history of the
courageous men and
women who were
trained in the black
arts of warfare.
Behind The Lines:
The Oral History of
Special
Operations in
World War Two
(Secker &
Warburg, £16.99)
follows the agents from
France to the Balkans and Burma.
Faced with torture and execution if
captured, agents carried out
espionage and sabotage using
ingenious methods including
exploding rats and invisible ink.

Win this collection of
colourful memories

FOR 50 years, media memories of
the 1939-45 war were largely in
e daumartasy il

Giants of sport whose skills on the field of play was
matched only by their courage on the field of battle

Fields of Glory: The Extraordinary Lives of 16
Warrior Sportsmen by Gavin Mortimer (Andre
Deutsch, £16.99)

Review: Roger Thompson

GAVIN Mortimer’s sole claim to a military
connection is that he shared a ration pack
with a girlfriend in the Brecon Beacons.

It is not surprising, therefore, that he has
not attempted seriously to dissect the weighty
evidence he presents in this book, which
records the daring of 16 famous sportsmen
and how they won their decorations.

While many questions remain unanswered,
one statistic sticks out a mile. Of the 1,353
Victoria Crosses awarded since 1856 to the
many millions of men under arms, only seven
went to international sportsmen.

Looking at a level beneath the Victoria
Cross, Maj Blair Mayne, twice a British Lion,
was awarded the DSO four times. Contem-
porary writing and thought, since reviewed

by the author, have suggested that only vin-
dictiveness — towards the person and maybe
the SAS cap badge — prevented at least one
VC landing on Mayne’s chest.

Charlie Buchan, the Sunderland, Arsenal
and England captain, was exalted as “the
man who was too good” because his skills
mystified his team-mates.

He enlisted as soon as the league season
finished in 1915 and, in the Grenadier
Guards at Passchendaele and Cambrai, he
fought in the most brutal hand-to-hand
encounters and was decorated with the Mili-
tary Medal. On the pitch and in the trenches
he demonstrated exceptional leadership.

The main proposition that arises from
Fields of Glory might be that sport produces
men who in extreme peril value team perfor-
mance so highly that they are able to subdue
personal fear for the common good.

If sport, as described by the author, enables
men to subdue their personal fear for corpo-

Fight hard, play hard

rate good, even for a second or two, then we
have a case.

Since the Second World War the only
recorded decoration to an international
sportsman was in 1967 to the Irish and
British Lion, Maj the Rev Robin Roe, who
won the MC in Aden, but there are other
examples that draw us towards a strong link.

A rather dapper soldier, who played many
times in the Army-Navy match, and rose to a
Welsh trial was in the 1980s awarded the
Queen’s Gallantry Medal — twice.

Captain Ron Wilkinson RAOC (Army and
London Irish) went forward to defuse the
bomb at the Birmingham pub terrorist attack
in 1970, and was killed.

Gavin Mortimer’s unique book recounts
the tales of men of distinction both on the
playing field and the battlefield. Fields of
Glory is hard to put down, but asks more
questions than it produces answers.

With sport so closely linked to recruiting
and military life, maybe we should examine
the “bottom line” on the value of sport in the
Army.

Certainly readers of this book would be in a
strong position to offer loads of advice.

First division: 2nd Lt Donald Bell of The Green

Howards is the only professional footballer to
have been awarded the VC. He won it in 1916

Gentleman whodared and won

Cool heads: Pictured behind enemy lines in France, look-
ing relaxed, Jim Almonds, front left, handles the Vickers K

LORNA Almonds Windmill, whose
book about her SAS pioneer father
Jim Almonds, now aged 88, is out
in paperback and reviewed here,
comes from a staunch Army family.

Its members span all ranks from
lance corporal (her sister Gloria,
who served in the 1960s) to
brigadier (her brother John — the
baby in the book who nearly dies).

Lorna herself was the first
winner of the Signal Officer in
Chief's Rose Bowl award for
WRAC officers. Her last job was in
30 Signal Regiment, Blandford
Camp, from where she sent the
first British  Army detachment
dealing to Northern Ireland in July,
1969.

The family trend has continued
with both of her brother John's two
daughters going to Sandhurst.
Maintaining the service tradition —
albeit in light blue - is Lorna's
niece, Gina McConville, who has
been combining university with
service in the RAF Regiment. On
its launch, Gentleman Jim was
described by Earl Jellicoe as a
“stirring and truthful testimony to
a very special and gallant man to
whom the SAS owes so much”.

August 2002 SOLDIER

Gentleman Jim - The Wartime Story of a
Founder of the SAS and Special Forces by
Lorna Alimonds Windmill (Robinson, £7.99)

Review: Alexander van Straubenzee

WRITTEN by a proud daughter of an inspi-
rational member of the Special Air Service
(SAS), this book tells of the formation of the
force, based on the diaries of a regimental
icon and right-hand man who supported
both David Stirling and Blair (Paddy) Mayne
in the desert and France during the Second
World War.

“Gentleman Jim” Almonds was one of the
Tobruk Four, who brought much of the raid-
ing expertise to the original L. Detachment.
David Stirling had heard of the unorthodox
activities of Jock Lewes’s team of Guards
Commandos and recruited them to his
newly-formed unit.

Sgt Almonds was well-suited to the new
environment and excelled at developing
ideas, building boats and even a parachute
jumping tower. He was captured during an
attempt to retake Benghazi and became a
PoW in Italy. He escaped twice, and walked
for 32 days before reaching Allied lines, win-
ning a bar to his MM for mapping minefields
en route. Back in England in 1944, he
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rejoined Paddy Mayne and 1 SAS for opera-
tions in France. Here, as SSM to my uncle,
Ian Fenwick, he spent two months working
with the Resistance, harassing the enemy with
devastating effectiveness.

The account of Operation Gain is brilliant-
ly told — tales of roaring around the Foret
d’Orleans in jeeps, shooting up trains and
getting mixed up in German convoys; the
tragedy of Fenwick’s death, which saved the
lives of French villagers about to be executed
by the Germans; and Almonds receiving the
Croix de Guerre followed by his commission
from Montgomery.

It is a wonderful story. One of his comman-
ders told me: “He never lost his poise. If Jim
was with us, we knew everything would be all
right.”
® Capt (Retd) van Straubenzee served in The
Royal Green Jackets from 1971 to 1979 and now
works for the Spectator.
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Glorious history is
brought up to date

FATHER-and-son team Geoffrey and
John Powell, distinguished members
of The Green Howards, have taken
on the mammoth task of
reflecting their regiment’s
illustrious history. They
have risen to the
challenge and produced
an entertaining work
that will be of interest
outside the confines
of the regimental ¢
family. The
History of The
Green Howards:
Three Hundred Years of
Service, (Pen & Sword, £25)makes
good use of the regiment’s rich
archive of photographs and paintings
and benefits from a comprehensive
index, notes and appendices.

Ghosts and gunfire
on the battlefields

Did angels and ghostly cavalrymen
escort retreating British troops from
France? Was there any truth in the
story that enemy aircraft
dropped poisoned sweets
in an attempt to kill
British children? And
how, at the height of
acute spy mania in
1914, did the
British beome so
xenophobic
that even

Dachshunds
were attacked?
The answers can be found

in the intriguing Myths and
Legends of the First World War
(Sutton, £18.99), said to be the first
comprehensive study of its kind.

Boer War was not a
black-and-white issue

FIGHTING the Boers in South Africa
was not the British Army's finest
hour. True, there were incidents of
remarkable heroism, but F

there were also less T/
honourable episodes
such as concentration
camps, the shooting of
Boer prisoners of war
by Lt “Breaker”
Morant, and the
embezzlement of
military supplies by
officers. These
themes have
already been well
explored in other works but the
strengths of The Boer War by Denis
Judd and Keith Surridge (John
Murray, £25) is a new take on the
relationship between the Boers and
British, one more complex and self-
serving, the authors contest, than
had previously been assumed. The
overriding aim of both sides was to
maintain European supremacy.

@
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for life

V70 TORSLANDA  FROM£13,995
V7024 FROM £15,519 $60 2.0T FROM £14,800

V7005 (DIESEL) ~ FROM £17,488 $60 D5 (DIESEL) FROM £14,863
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VOLVO HAVE A REPUTATION OF BUILDING CARS THAT PROVE EXCEPTIONAL VALUE OVER TIME. IN FACT, THE VOLVO S60 SPORTS
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This car is as different
from a normal 911

as a musket-ball is
from a high-velocity
Armalite round . . .

IWAS in one of the best places on earth —
a Porsche Turbo, with an empty road
ahead across the Welsh Marches, a
delightful destination in mind and noth-
ing to lose but ennui, writes Syd Taylor.

In an instant we hit the sort of velocity
that makes these cars so desirable. I
changed up into sixth and felt the Porsche
settle down four-square and resolute as
the world whizzed by.

This car is potent all right, but not in
any way aggressively raw or hard-edged.
Part of the appeal is the everyday civility.
Your grandmother could drive it to Sains-
bury’s — provided, of course, that you put
a block under the throttle pedal.

A 911 Turbo is as different from a nor-
mally aspirated 911 as a musket-ball is
from a high-velocity Armalite round.
Where a 911 is fast, the Turbo is explo-
sively so: 190 mph fast, in fact — which is
enough performance to fill anyone’s ears
with steam. So it needs careful handling
and a deep respect.

When the boost is at its peak you're
forced back into the cushioned recess of
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Porsche 911 Turbo

LEISURE  §

. s.,.ed'
Bodyshell Coupé 2+2 from 2700 -4,600 rom. Mg rear, four piston calipers.
Engine 3.6-litre, six-cylinder Transmission Four-wheel Wheels Six-spoke alloys.
horizontally opposed, water- drive, six gears (optional Tip- Tyres Front: 225/40 R18.
cooled, dry-sump lubrication, tronic S). Rear: 295/30 R18.
twin turbo-chargers and inter-  Chassis and suspension 1540kg
coolers, four valves per cylin-  Front: MacPherson design. nce Top speed
der, Vario Cam Plus, 420 bhp ~ Rear: multi-link. about 190 mph.
at 6,000 rpm, 560 Nm torque Brakes Vented discs frontand  Price £87,250.

the supremely comfortable electrically
adjustable leather seat.

Lurking at the back of your mind,
though, is the thought that at any moment
— via the electronic gizmos with which
every supercar is replete these days — you
will hear the voice of Scotty the Engineer
informing vou that “You’re exceeding
warp factor 8, Captain.”

But unlike the USS Enterprise’s famed
capacity for blowing a gasket, this is one

éBut your granny could
drive it to Sainsbury’s?

car that is bullet-proof and bomb-proof.

The coveted Turbo is wider and lower
than other 911s and can be recognised by
large air intakes on the rear flanks to feed
those spinning compressors.

There’s every sophisticated electronic
adjunct that you can think of to ensure
safety and good handling. For instance,
the emphasis of the four-wheel drive
system is not so much on traction, more

on achieving exemplary driving charac-
teristics and safety.

Drive to the front axle via a viscous cou-
pling negates potential understeer in
bends with the result that the car behaves
neutrally on the twistiest road.

In addition to all this, Porsche Stability
Management (PSM) can detect whether
the driver’s directional commands are
being faithfully followed.

Should sensors detect any deviance
from the chosen line, brakes are applied
automatically to individual wheels and —
in extreme cases — engine power reduced
until all is back on track.

It’s as much about control as it is about
POWET.

After one particularly storming drive in
the Turbo I suddenly realised that I had
experienced something profoundly redo-
lent of my own ideal.

“This is perfection,” I thought — so I
deliberately imprinted every detail into
my memory to treasure.

Anyone lucky enough to drive one will
soon know what I mean.
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Heart
of the
Mmatter

PEOPLE. It’s a word that can mean
all manners of things, depending upon
who is using it and about whom.

People power . . . government by the
people for the people . . . “my people
will talk to your people . . .

On this page, Sue Bonney urges
consideration of people (that is, sol-
diers and their families) as much as
hardware when the extra Defence
money is divvied up.

* 40

In this edition we also report that
families have been involved from the
outset in planning fine new homes at
Tidworth and there is little doubt that
the “people power” of the Army Fam-
ilies Federation (Pages 42-43) has
become increasingly influential over
the past 20 years in the business of get-
ting to the heart of human problems
and getting them solved.

But perhaps the most meaningful
words about people in this edition
came from the Queen.

Enjoying a Jubilee in which the
nation as a whole has shown an unex-
pected scale of enthusiasm for their
sovereign, she demonstrated the spe-
cial warmth she so obviously feels for
her Armed Forces and their families
when she addressed a representative
gathering of them in Portsmouth
(Page 39).

LR

“You do this country proud,” she
said — and the words were spoken from
the heart.

After all, she is head of a family
which, in two world wars and in the
Falklands, was made well aware of
“the special strains” of separations
endured in service to the Crown.

It was a moment which seemed to
symbolise the deep respect which her
people have for the Queen — and she
has for her people.
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SUa HInney

Without people,
guns and planes
aren’t much use

SO, what’s on your shopping list
for the Army, then?

Within  minutes of the
announcement by a beatifically-
beaming Chancellor of the
increase in the Defence budget
over the next four years, TV pun-
dits were spending it on hi-tech
communications with more bells
and whistles than a squad of
Morris dancers, the Eurofighter

(an aircraft, apparently, not a Sue Bonney is
franc or Editorofthe AFF which will cost money.
Deutschmark), a couple of boats Families Journal

supporter of the

for the Roval Navy, a nice new

rifle for the Army, and lots and lots of
computers (which will hopefully be able
to speak to each other).

A press release from the MoD was
unsurprisingly rather more restrained,
and spoke of spending the extra cash on
modernising equipment, capabilities and
information systems, and fully imple-
menting the Strategic Defence Review
(SDR) and the 2002 spending review.

No one is going to get any argument
from me on the need to properly equip
and train Service personnel. A navy
needs ships, an air force needs planes and
the Army appreciates decent combat
trousers and the right kind of boots,

If you are going to ask people to risk
their lives, then the least you can do is
make sure that they have the best means
to do their job with the min-
imum of risk.

And it helps no end if
they can all talk to each
other. But if anyone had
asked me, or the audience
at AFF’s Conference 2002,
to name a couple of goodies
on which to spend a bit of
spare cash, I am pretty sure the answer
would have been accommodation and
allowances.

The MoD formally recognised the
importance of people in the SDR, and
people these days place a great deal of
importance on the standards of their
living accommodation. Both the housing

¢ It was very clear
from question time
at Conference 2002
that money, or the else.
lack of it, was the
problem we all had
to wrestle with ¢

and the single-living accommo-
dation upgrade programmes are
in need of secure funding if they
are going to provide modern
accommodation in this decade
rather than the next.

There are other issues — such
as first and last moves and travel
for foreign-born spouses — which
could be addressed by an adjust-
ment in allowances which the
Army would like to progress, but

The Chief of the General Staff
said at our conference that he
believed that concern for people is a
higher priority now than it had been at
any time in his service, but there would
never be enough money to meet all aspi-
rations and people issues could not be
dealt with at the expense of other areas,

It was very clear from question time at
Conference 2002 that money, or the lack
of it, was the problem we all had to wres-
tle with. The answer from Armed Forces
Minister Adam Ingram on a number of
issues was “is it a priority”?

He clearly understood the concerns
but could not give any promises or dead-
lines on likely action. There was a will,
certainly in the Army, to address the
issues, but absolutely no spare resources.

Priorities have to be set. Make up your
mind what’s important, because we can
only spend the money
once. And if it goes on
housing, then there will be
nothing spare for much

Perhaps the good news
from the spending review
will mean that there is
now some room to
manoeuvre and that, after the equipment
and technology, there will be some rea-
sonable amounts of cash left over for
people issues. A purse, even.

It might help to demonstrate that
people really do matter — because guns,
boats and planes aren’t much good with-
out them.

Army Families Federation Conference 2002 report - Pages 42-43
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Some of our recce kit's a bit basic

IF I remember rightly the Strategic
Defence Review and Options for Change
heralded a smaller, better-equipped and
more effective Army. So why are Royal
Armoured Corps reconnaissance regi-

ments issued with webbing on
the other arms’ scale of one
ammo pouch, one utility

pouch, one water bottle and pouch,
rocket pouches and a bergen or “combat
handbag” (which is surprisingly full once

you put your sleeping system in it)?

A HQ DRAC responds: The points raised

in the letter are well made and reflect the

views of HQ DRAC that Formation Recon-

naissance (FR) regiments would benefit from
enhancements to current equipment, particu-

larly in the dismounted role.

Improved night-viewing equipment for FR
regiments is one area that is currently being

reviewed to see where improvements can be

introduced to enhance the night-fighting
capability of dismounted crews.

In the short term, the planned introduction

Recce regiments are equipped with
tracked combat vehicles and their war-
fighting role takes them in front of the
front line to provide accurate information.

We have a limited night-viewing capa-
bility for our personal weapons
and a man-portable OTIS (opti-
cal thermal image sight), which
has poor picture quality.

Army patrol bergens have to be bought
second-hand to incorporate infra-red
reflective material. Aircrew are issued

of a number of personal equipment enhance-
ments will provide the majority of RAC sol-
diers, particularly those crewing CVR(T), with
a superior personal webbing arrangement to
cater for each soldier’s particular needs.

Additional water and ammunition carrying
capacity, as well as the ability to transport
essential equipment are the most urgent.
Allied to this will be the introduction of an
improved sight for personal weapons.

Finally the introduction of Bowman will pro-
vide the additional communications capability

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU
® E-mail: mail @soldiermagazine.co.uk

items for survival in case they are downed
behind enemy lines, yvet we work there
and have nothing. ‘

Just give me the basic equipment to do
my job. Give me somewhere to put my
ammunition, give me a bergen to get my
equipment to task, and give me a sight so
I can see.

As for communications, I will keep on
using my mobile at no cost, of course, to
the Government. — Name and address
supplied.

that the Army, and not just the RAC, requires.

As always, achieving such improvements
relies on the availability of equipment and
funding. While some improvements will be
introduced within a relatively short time
frame, others may take longer.

HQ DRAC remains committed, in conjunc-
tion with the Defence Logistics Organisation,
to seeking solutions to its priority operational
equipment requirements, which will help
address the issues that the reader has
raised.

Why I dread an
end to life with

Territorial Army

I AM in my 15th year in the Territorial
Army and would like to use Soldier to rec-
ommend it. I am a busy Army wife with
four young children but find time to
attend drill nights and training weekends.

I’ve served in six different units in the
UK, and been to Germany, Gibraltar and
Cyprus. I even deployed to the Gulf

during 1991.

The TA has given me an insight into the
work of the Regulars, making it easier to
relate to my husband’s job. Membership
has given me a sense of independence and

enabled me to make great friends.

When I joined, I never contemplated
being a part of it for so long and now it is
such an important part of my life I dread
the day when I will have to leave. — Mari-

anna Finch, Cpl, RAMC (TA), York.

issues at the top of your agenda . . . but
please keep them as short as possible.

Please
be brief

less room there is for other
letters, and we are anxious
to use as many as we can.
essarily for publication).

The Editor reserves the right to accept or

ity or style.

YOUR letters provide a real insight into the

The more space you take up
to get your point across, the

E-mails should include your
name and location at the bottom (not nec-

Anonymous contributions will be binned.

reject letters, and to amend for length, clar-
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Lads’ Army was out of
step with modern ethos

I WOULD like to use your
letters section to comment
on the ITV programme
Lads’ Army.

Although it was set in the
1950s it depicted Army
NCOs as intimidating bul-
lies who derived pleasure
from constantly beasting
and punishing new
recruits.

My son is about to finish
his basic training and,
although the standards
expected of recruits in
training camps are still very
high, they are not sub-
jected to any treatment
similar to that portrayed
in the TV programme.

I should imagine that
the Army’s top brass are
seething. They are
trying to recruit to the
Service, only to find a
programme like this
having a possible detri-
mental effect on their
recruiting levels.

I think ITV should
have made a statement at
the end of each pro-
gramme to highlight that

Bully boys? Platoon Sgt Mark Sul-
livan, above left, discusses life,
with a “recruit” on Lads’ Army, the
reality series which recreated «
National Service days in a bar-
racks at Browndown, Gosport, in
Hampshire. Cpl Richard Nauyokas,
left, makes his feelings clear

this 1950s-type of intimidation of
recruits no longer takes place. — J
A McCabe, ex-Cheshire Regi-
ment.

A A voice-over stated Lads’ Army

was a 1950s reconstruction and did not
represent the modern army. — Editor
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~ “Your truncheon, your whistle, bend the k
. 24 after me “Evenin’ all”.” — See special repo

ABF Despatches is the superb gift catalogue from the Army’s nation-
al charity, featuring a wide range of gifts for friends, family or your-
self. To order your free copy of the autumn 2002 edition telephone
01608 647451 or send an email to amanda@sdms.co.uk
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Call 020 7591 2000 or visit www.armybenevolentfund.com

Why should we pay for the
court-mounting of medals?

I AM confused by instructions in Materi-
al Regulations in respect of individuals
paying for the court-mounting of medals.
In particular, I ask, why should I pay and
where does the money go?

The RLC supply chain provides for
unit tailors, including a local purchase
facility at both QM and brigade level for
tailoring items. If it is necessary for sol-
diers to pay, which is questionable, surely
the money should filter back to MoD or
Government auditors.

This could be done by a debit system
through unit regimental admin offices as
per present billing procedures. I have sub-

mitted this to the MoD’s GEMS scheme
for innovative ideas.

During three years of conducting
Logistic Support Inspections (LSIs), it
was rare to find audit trails for tailoring
accounts.

Considering the operational climate of
the past ten years, and the recent issue of
the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal, there
have undoubtedly been many medals
mounted at the personal expense of sol-
diers, usually at inconsistent rates. Can
anyone explain where this money is now
or if indeed payment is justified? - Name
and address supplied.

We're a bit short of gongs over here

IREAD your April letters page, regarding the Queen’s Golden Jubilee medal. It
is worth noting that Canada will mint only an estimated 46,000 for the whole
country. The Canadian Forces’ strength, regular and reserve, estimated at
80,000, will be awarded 6,000 to 8,000. It has ruffled a few feathers among mem-
bers of the military. — Capt G R Hayes, Canadian Forces, Kingston, Ontario.
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Civil unrest brewing

| read with interest the letter (July) from
Peter Brown, a civil servant, complaining
that he was the equivalent of a captain
but only paid as a civil servant.

Equivalent? How does he think he is
equivalent to a captain? | spent a year at
Sandhurst and four months on a troop
commanders’ course before | even start-
ed service with the field army. | spent 14
months on the Ammunition Technical
Officers’ Course before taking up my first
ATO post as a captain.

| go on operational tours, live away
from my wife and participate in military
training and exercises when told. | do
duties, sometimes over weekends, and
whatever else | am told to — as do the
majority of all your readers. He goes
home every night and no doubt works
nine to five. Please, let us not have any
more letters from civil servants pleading
equivalence. Anyway, | thought this was
Soldier, not Civvy Magazine. — Capt Mark
Wilkinson, Didcot.

A Civil servants working with the military
are accorded “equivalent” status to allow
them to slot into the organisation at the
appropriate level, for example in the mess.
Mr Brown’s civil service grade equates to
the rank of captain. — Editor

Baton in his sack?

IN 1946 while serving with the 8th Battal-
ion, The Parachute Regiment in Pales-
tine, our platoon commander, who had
been with us since 1944, returned to
England. His replacement was an 18- or
19-year-old, straight from officers’ train-
ing and parachute school. He introduced
himself to us as Lt Nigel Bagnall and told
us he hoped to make the Army his
career. | have recently read that Fd Mar-
shal Sir Nigel Bagnall has died. Could
this be our old platoon commander? - W
Austin, Epping.

Omitted from Court

WE were surprised to find that the name
of this unit had been omitted from your
list of the Queen Mother’s regiments and
corps (May). Her Majesty was Royal Hon-
orary Colonel of the Inns of Court and
City Yeomanry and subsequently of the
Inns of Court and City Yeomanry Cadre
until it was disbanded in 1975.

She expressed her wish to continue as
Royal Honorary Colonel of all parts of
the Inns of Court and City Yeomanry, the
principal element then being 68 (Inns of
Court and City Yeomanry) Signal
Squadron (V). The squadron took part by
invitation in her 90th and 100th birthday
parades as well as marching behind the
coffin at her funeral. — Maj (Retd) RJ B
Gentry TD, 68 (Inns of Court and City Yeo-
manry) Signal Squadron (V), London.

A Our error entirely, for which sincere
apologies to 68 Squadron. — Editor
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Soaring home
prices overtake
moving refund

I AM a house-owning single Serviceman
and I have been posted to a new location
beyond commuting distance from my
home. As I wish to be with my partner,
living in the mess is not an option and I
am not eligible for a quarter.

The Army pays an allowance to home-
owners to assist in relocation and the reg-
ulations allow for a refund of legal and
other related expenses (survey, stamp
duty and estate agents’ fees) up to a max-
imum of £5,000. This level of refund was
set on April 1, 1991 and is based on a
house price average of £100,000.

This is now inadequate for anyone
moving within the overpriced South-East
of England, due to rocketing house prices
pushing up estate agents’ fees and stamp
duty. I have calculated that I will be out of
pocket by £9,488 if I move.

While I hesitate to make the compari-
son, civil servants employed by the MoD
have no such limit on the amount of
expenses they can claim. PS10 will say
that our £5,000 limit is in place to avoid a
liability for tax, however MoD is happy to
pay the tax bill incurred by civil servants.

In an organisation which routinely
requires its personnel to relocate, it seems
astonishing that the costs of relocation are
not met in full. — Maj R M Pendleton
AGC(ETS) Upavon.

No medals for
those National
Service days

FURTHER to T A G McEwen’s claim
(Soldier, June) to being one of the last to
hold the Territorial Army Efficiency
Medal (EM) and Territorial Army Deco-
ration (TD), I was awarded the EM in
1973, the TD in 1985, the bar to the TD
in 1991, and the Volunteer Reserve Ser-
vice Medal (VRSM) in 2001.

Am I the first to achieve this, will I be
the last, or am I simply unique?

A 15-day camp and six weekends a year
for 12 years (total 324 days) could qualify
you for the TEM and TD. A 15-day camp
and six weekends a year for ten years
(total 270 days) will now qualify you for
the VSRM. For those of us who did the
730 days of National Service, which took
two years of your life, there was no medal
issued. Need I comment- further? — Lt
Col A J Hamilton TD RAMC.

Courtesy isn’t the
same as equality

I DO not often feel compelled to write
regarding letters and articles in Soldier but
I believe the letter from Maj (Retd) T W
Worster (“Unequal beings”, July) war-
rants a response.

I have been in the Army for 22 years
and served with both the Infantry and the
Cavalry. At most regimental dinners I
have attended, the gentleman next to me
has pulled out my chair to offer the seat. I
have taken this as courtesy and thanked
him.

It is ridiculous to presume a well-man-
nered soldier who pulls out a chair for his
female colleague would feel obliged to
carry her weapon and bergen in the field.

Female soldiers are no longer fighting

for equality because they already have it.
Not one female soldier I have met has had
her personal equipment carried in the
field — and neither would she expect it.

It is interesting to note that the original
letter 1s from a retired major who, along
with a great many of his era, are reluctant
to accept females as equals. Times have
changed and it is a great shame that good
manners and equality are seen as one and
the same, which they are not.

It is also a pity that there remains such
ignorance in the Army. Let us hope that,
with a younger, more aware society, the
slippery slope of old has ended. - WO1
(RSM) N E Thorne AGC (SPS), Bea-
consfield .

| ENJOYED Capt Neely's
letter (July) on the anom-
aly affecting the pensions
of late-entry (LE) officers.
| was in a similar position when | left the Reg-
ulars in 1996 aged 44.

Having enlisted as a boy entrant at 15,
been commissioned at 38 and left six years
later, | found my pension was based on 23
years' service (from the age of 21), instead of

\the 26 years | expected from the age of 18.

Unjust system

A close friend in the
same regiment who left at
the same time with the
same rank and same
years in uniform, has a pension based on 27
years' service due to the fact he was 21-plus
when he first joined. The anomaly is the fact
we both served the same time, but he leaves
with a larger pension than | do. Over the years
this equates to a considerable sum. The
system is not just. — PD Barlow, ex-QRL. J

Training -

THE Army is constantly trying to imple-
ment government policy by aligning mili-
tary and civilian work practices (for
example in the areas of health training
(HT), health and safety (H&S) and equal
opportunities (EO).

The burden for this, as well as soldiers’
careers and development for re-introduc-
tion to civilian life, falls on Phase 3 train-
ing.

Industry presents information about
HT, H&S and EO on noticeboards for its
workforce to read (without addressing

A The Directorate of Individual Training
Policy responds:

This is a topical question which exercises
the minds of policy-makers. The Directorate
of Individual Training Policy (Army), a staff
branch of HQ Army Training and Recruiting
Agency (ATRA), is responsible for the overall
policy governing Individual Training Directives
(Army) (ITDs(A)). The policy was revised in
1998 and has just been comprehensively
updated; the policy and supporting teaching
material will be issued in the autumn. Each

issues such as
substance
misuse or moral
understanding)
while military
personnel have
to receive a pre-
sentation every
year as part of
their individual
training direc-
tives (ITDs). As our military commit-
ments increase and training facilities

ITD(A) is the responsibility of a nominated
sponsor (for example the Director of Infantry,
who has responsibility for shooting policy in
the Army, sponsors ITD(A) 1 — Personal
Weapon Training).

The G3 ITDs(A), such as shooting and
NBC, set what is considered by the Field
Army to be the minimum standard of training
an individual must attain before embarking on
team, collective and, ultimately, operational
tasks. Capt Huish’s question, however,
relates more directly to the “softer” G1
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From Soldier, August 1977: “As teenage
dole queues lengthen in the UK, | have

people ... . with no dole, no benefit, and

no nothing at the end. They are the chil-

dren of soldiers serving in Rhine Army

who leave school either in the UK or in
Germany and join their parents.” —

J Exclusive story by Anne Armstrong

come across a forgotten queue of young |
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From Soldier, August 1952: Soldiers of the
Glosters, the battalion which gave a clas-
sic battle demonstration on a hill by the
Imjin River in Korea, show how to use
flame-throwers on Salisbury Plain, above.
The Gloucestershire Regiment is current-
ly supplying the School of Infantry’s
demonstration battalion, which is based
at Knook Camp near Warminster.
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reduce, and with the priority given to
units to use those facilities, it becomes
ever more difficult to achieve all 12 ITDs
as well as conduct career and personal
development courses.

If the military were to adopt the civilian
approach and present the information on
those I'TDs on noticeboards, there would
be more time for soldiers to devote to
career and educational courses such as
maths, English and IT literacy.

The individual training directives could
be refreshed every three to five years, or

ITDs(A), which either support the moral com-
ponent of fighting power (for example equal
opportunities and moral understanding), or
are mandated as a consequence of Govern-
ment legislation (for example health and
safety at work). Most would agree that sub-
jects such as EO and substance misuse can
not be addressed in a satisfactory and
auditable way by a fact sheet pinned to a
notice board (although training can be rein-
forced by the use of such media). Equally, all
of us are aware that we live in a society in
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when there was a change of policy. This
would allow training directives which
relate to essential skills for the modern
battlefield to be conducted more effec-
tively and to a higher standard.

These include personal weapon train-
ing, the Fit-to-Fight programme, battle-
field first aid, NBC defence and
recognition and identification training.

As a regimental training officer I would
like to hear the views of anyone involved
with the delivery or policy. — Capt B G
Huish RA, Topcliffe.

which the culture of compensation is well
established and that the Armed Forces can
no longer claim Crown Immunity. The MoD
pays substantial sums in compensation
annually. Clearly the Army wants to be a
good employer, as well as reduce the amount
money that would otherwise be paid in com-
pensation so that it can be put to better use.
Getting the balance right is not always easy.

We have invited CESO(A), as the sponsor
of ITD(A) 9 (Health and Safety at Work), to
respond on this issue.

Things Army
taught me
stood me in
good stead

I WOULD like to endorse the recom-
mendations of Rob Aldridge (June)
regarding university education for ex-
Servicemen and women.

I joined the Army as a junior bands-
man in 1969 at the age of 15. All I ever
wanted to do was be in the Army, [
served worldwide with the 1st Battalion,
The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment and
my discharge as a corporal after more
than 24 years came all too soon.

I had plans to sertle down and get a
decent job but for seven years worked as
a care assistant and a domestic, part-
time and low-paid employment. I could
not settle down and was in the doldrums.

It was suggested that I try university,
but as I had left school with no qualifica-
tions I felt I had little chance. How
wrong I was. After completing and pass-
ing my access course I was accepted by
Lincoln University in September 1997
and graduated in June 2000, with a 2.1
in social policy.

Determination, self-discipline, can-do
attitude, self-pride and sheer hard work
— all the things that the Army had taught
me — stood me in good stead and con-
tributed to my degree success.

I now work at the Home Office and
have a confidence and self-assurance
which has enabled me to move on.

I am currently enrolled on an Open
University course and will start my
Master of Arts next year. [ would strong-
ly advise any serving or ex-serving per-
sonnel to seriously consider what our
universities have to offer. — Pete
Foxton, Sheffield.

ot

Switched-on move

FURTHER to my letter “Driving offence
blights my career” (Nov 2001), following
my rejection for a switch from the Royal
Logistic Corps to the Royal Military
Police because of a minor driving misde-
meanour, | am writing to update you. On
the subsequent advice of an ex-soldier
who is now a police inspector and who
responded to my letter, | applied to join
the civilian police and have been accept-
ed by the West Yorkshire force. — Mick
Battle, Catterick.




The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

Cpl Simon Panther

The welfare package 4
we had in 48
Afghanistan was &
very good and
things like the
free internet
access should be
extended to
places like North-
ern Ireland. In terms
of improvements, |
would have liked
more than just one
20-minute phone
card a week and a
CSE show would have gone down really well.

Dmr Carl Chatfield

| do not think British
soldiers should have to
pay tax while they are
out in Afghanistan.
Soldiers from all the
other countries in
theatre were exempt
from paying taxes and |
do not see why we
should have been any
different.

Pte John Knight

Aside from the
World Cup foot-
ball, we only
received the
BFBS news
channel in
Afghanistan and it
would have been
good to have more
movie or sports
channels to watch in
the evenings.

Home comforts

The welfare package provided to British troops serving in Kabul as part of the
International Security Assistance Force (Isaf) included telephone cards, free inter-
net access, televisions and games consoles. We asked soldiers from 1st Battalion,
The Royal Anglian Regiment for their views and how they would improve it

LCpl Michael
Eastwood

The welfare pack-
age was first
class. Consider-
ing the conditions
in Afghanistan |
think the Army
would have been
hard-pushed to
improve it.

Pte Matthew
Harger

We arrived in
Afghanistan to find
a gym, computers,
phones and televi-
sion. There could
have been more of
each, and perhaps
an extra phone
card a week, but otherwise it was very good.

Capt Gareth
Allen

The welfare pack-
age was set up
really well and we
got a lot of things
out there thatwe W
were not expecting |
to get. The gym
facilities were excel-
lent, probably better
than those we have
back in the UK, and my
only real criticism is that
one 20-minute phone
card a week was not really enough to keep
up with what was going on back at home.

Interviews: Andy Simms Pictures: Graeme Main

LCpl Lee Meadows

A lot of the lads had
been worried they
were going to
miss out on the
World Cup, so
having televi-
sions at every
location was a real
bonus. | do not think
that there was any-
thing that the Army
could have supplied
that they didn’t.

4

Sgt Chris Hopkin

As a whole | was
impressed with
the package but it
would have been
nice to have more
television chan-
nels. Having the
football was a bonus
but we did miss out
on the biggest fight of
the century.

LCpl Ash Hill

| do not think we
should have had
to pay tax consid-
ering the standard
of living we had to
endure out there.
The Germans all
laugh at us and it
is no wonder that
other nations call
us cavemen.
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awesome internet access.

Our fixed rate access starts from only £8.99
per month, with 24 x 7 access for only £12.99
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be offering discounted telephone calls too!
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