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' I  At Dusseldorl the W a r  Mlnir., 
chats to Wit. A. McEwon, Royal 
Scots Fusiliers; and (below) visits the 
home of Sjt. G. Haile, Queen's Bays. 
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1 A G R E A T  S O L D I E R  GOESI  

I 

,,IN HIS 

1 General Dwight D., Eisenhower took 1 his leave of the British troops under his 
j , command at a special parade at Minden 

OT for the flrst time, the British Army stood at 
Minden - and cheered. 

The'Royal Navy and the  Royal Air Force were there 
ltoo, and the ,Canadian Army. They had turned out to honour 
kieneral Dwight D. Eisenhower, paying his farewell visit to the 
British Army of the Rhine as Supreme Commander Allied 
Powers in Europe. 
~ This was the man whose n m e ,  in nder-in-Chief British 
only 10 years before, bad been so A Rhine; Rear Admiral 
unfamiliar that an American R. Sherbrooke, Flag Officer, 
newspaper printed it in the cap- Germany; and Air Marshal Sir 
tion to a picture as "Lieutenant- Robert Forster, commanding 2nd 
Colonel D. D. Ersenbeing"; yet Tactical Air Force, 
who, less than two years after The three Servicesput onanim- 
the date of the misprint, was pessive parade at Minden. Gun- 
ruefully complaining that Staff ners of 10th Field Regiment fired 
mllege had never taught him a &pounder salute in the c--- 
what to do with a quarter of a eral's honour and five squ, 
nullion prisoners at the wrong end of Vampw jet aircraft fro 
of a nckety, smgle-line ralway. Tactical An Force - whcb  ts m e  

This was the man who, in spearhead of the Northern Air 
breach of centuries of tradition. Force - ripped overhead. 

era1 Eisenhower told the been appointed to command 
sh troops on the Conhnent in the sailors, the airmen 

n," really he the assured outpost them. of 

part of its bulwark, 

i that you civilisation are part of sets the They were General 

up in ord It It may proceed tb General Sir John Harding called 
carry out those great and human- for three cheers for General 
itarian purposes for which it Eisenhower. Among those who 
was designed. cheered the londest were men 

"As such you are not only who served on the battlefields of 
armed men guardrng that kind World War Two under General 
of civilisation against possible Eisenhower's command. 
attack; you are also ita represen- So a great soldier took his 
tatiw, an ambassador of that kind leave. . . wherever he was going 
of civdisation." it wag not along the path to 

Before the final march-past, obscurity. 

PLACE -THE J U M P I N G  GENERAL 
this about General Ridgway: and attention to the troops of 

"One Of those tremendoudy other natimb as to the American 
valuable Army officers who are troops under h ~ s  

m d  amazindv competent staff son, Maior P. 

To Europ mmer the man whcl the 
tide d battle in Korea and suceed;ed General 

MadHhup as Fpr Eqe Bre,,,ost both outstandrng cmmanders Mr. Angier s 
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SOLDlER to Soldier 
1 OME rosy day, perhaps, 

the annies of the Atlantic 3 Powers may flnd them- 
elves handling standardised 
i m  and ammunltton. 

But let  nobody try to 
,tandardise foodi 

Readers of SOLDIER may 
iave noticed a report from 
Nashington on the food tastes 
if Americgn soldiers. A survey 
,howed that the favourite meat 
lish was roast turkey; at the 
Rther end of €he scale, grilled 
iver with smothered onions 
was "dishked extremely." The 
avourite vegetables were fresh 
,liced tomatoes and buttered 
:om on the cob; unpopular 
were asparagus and candied 
~arsnips. Banana aeam pie was 
ipproved for dessert; stewed 
ipricots were spurned. Milk 
was the favburite drink. 

"There are certain things sol- 
iiers like," Quartermaster Gen- 
aral George A. Hokan was 
poted as saying. "There are 
ither things it is impossible to 
>ut down thelr throats. Straw- 
aerries are very popular; fish 
they donotparticularly carefor." 

It is no secret that many 
British soldiers. in the early 
5ays in Korea, hankered for 
their oivn plain fare rather than 
the more exotic food supplied. 
3nd generously supplied, by 
the Americans. Contrasting 
iational backgrounds and stand- 
ards of living have to be taken 
into account. The British sol- 
dier is traditionally and in- 
curably suspicious of a dish 
which he suspects to be honest 
food "mucked about" or "tarted 
up." He is nervous in the pre- 
se e of the unknown, only a 
Gixs could do justice to a 
scene of British Army recruits 
being offered buttered corn on 
the cob as their first Army meal. 

In the British Army no food 
surveys are contemplated. The 
supply experts learn most of 
what they want to know about 
soldiers' tastes by a study Of 
units' "underdrawals." 

The other day a Member of 
Parliament asked why British 
soldiers could not buy apple 
juice In their cinteens. He was 
told there was no demand for 
it. When he insisted that troops 
in Germany were partial to loc- 
ally manufactured apple lulce, 
a shocked Member exclaimed, 
"What is the Army coming to?'' 

s a footnote to all thh. A comes a report from an 
Amerlcan Army base In Hawall 
telllng how all soldiers under- 
going baslc tralntng spend one 
day on Sovlet A m y  food. 

The menu ranges from boiled 
beets, rice porridge, pea soup 
and black bread to borscht, boil- 
ed potatoes with sour cream 
sauce, fish stew and boiled cab- 
bage, In case any soldier con- 
templetes fasting for a day. 
there is a 10-mile route march 
qoon after dinner. This gastro- 
nomic ordeal is said to give the 

men "a pretty good idea of 
what they are fighting, for." 

LTHOUGH the last member A of the A d a r y  Terdtorlal 
Servlce Is about to be released 
(see page 18) it wlll be a long 
Ume before the general pnbUc. 
obstlnately slow to learn new 
tnltlals. ceases to refer to wo- 
men In Army unUom M "Ats" 
(to rhyme wltb bats). 

The ATS establisheg a firm 
niche in the popular affection 
during the war. Against all the 
prejudices of those who thought 
that women in uniform were 
essentially comical, undesirable. 
inefficient or incapable of dis- 
cipline, they showed that they 
could tackle a big ]oh with a 
will and a smile. Most of the 
350,000, probably, are house- 
wives now; and no doubt their 
military memorles (like tpose 
of all old soldiers) are growing 
ever rosier from year to year. 
Undoubtedly they have much 
cause for pride. 

OW many soldiers would H Uke to have the p a q e  sleep 
ing in the next bed? 

Certain Members of Parlia 
ment recently urged changes 
in the status of Army chaplains 
One view appeared to be thal 
the padre should become an 
"Other Rank," another that he 
should be, in effect, an Office1 
but not wear officers' badges 01 
rank, another that he shoulc 
enjoy the freedom of all tht 
messes but have a private billel 
of his own. Brigadier 0. L 
Prior-Palmer said he though! 
that "a chaplain in the barrack 
room migbt be a great embar. 
rassment to the soldiers in thal 
barracks," and the War Minis 
ter (Brigadier Antony Head 
agreed. Which is no refleCti01 
on the esteem in which padre! 
are held in the ranks. 

A soldier wants a padre whc 
is always friendly and acces 
sible, who mixes with him anc 
his comrades on informal oc 
casions; but he does not wan 
him in the barrack-room an1 
more than he wants his OWI 
father there. 

One Memher recalled tha 
when he served with 50th Divi 
sion in France in 1939-40 then 
was a direct order from thl 
Commander, General Sir Gif 
fard Martel, that "the best ac 
commodation in any villagc 
wherever the unit might fin, 
itself should immediately b 
earmarked for the unit chaplair 
and that A sign like an inn sigr 
bearing the cross of St. Georgl 
had to be hung outside th 
building." The Member said h 
had never served in a formatio 
with a better morale. 

R most unenviable task hatd 
Ing new A m y  jokes wch wed 
We apprectate their labours. bu 
do we want quite so man 
fokes about creeplng and claw' 
lugt and similes Uke "as blac 
as the polish on a corporal' 
tongue"7 

Am0 scrtpt-writers have 

Running The 
0 own a clrcuit of cinemas, even in these days of 
lelevfslon, is stlll many a man's dream of bliss. T Think of those long surburban queues on Saturday 

nights. . . Nothing to do but send a man round to collect the 1 
takings.  .. or to goad the marlagers ,now and then into 
organising kissing contests, or hiring Lady Godivas. 

It is one thing to own a circult appreclate the 
of cinemas in the suburbs of done for him. 
London. It is another to own (or little idea of 
rent, or requisition) a circuit of volved. 
cinemas from Catterick to Hong- The Corporation controls some 1 
Kong; cinemas which range from 154 static cinemas (121 of them 
those echoing barns to be found overseas], and a great many more 
in home garrisons to the moon- which are always moving from A 
lit, roofless enclosures of Cyprus to B. At least Mr. J. Arthur Rank 
and West Africa, from the plushy knows where his Odeons ere  
cinemas of Germany to the roof- from day to day; 4e does not 
less, wall-less, seatless "cinemas" have to keep moving pins in 
of the Malayan jungle. maps. He can also be fairly sure 

Such is the "circuit" of the that the populatlon of, say, Lower 
Army Kinema Corporation. It is Clapham wlll be there next week, 
the kind of business proposition and not on Its way to the Far 
which any shrewd financler could East (still expectlng to be enter- , 
be exmcted to consider. admire talned by hlm en voyage) 7 
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and t&n down all in about sixty 
seconds. Yet the Army Kinema 
Corporation carries on the busi- 
ness from year to year. Under 
its charter, it must not make 
a profit, which (where some of 
its cinemas are concerned) is 
rather llke saying that your 
grandmother must not ride a 
push-bike at  siyty miles an hour. 

Although there may he (and 
may always be) a few soldiers 
who are convinced that the pur- 
pose of the Army Kinema Corpo- 
ration is to extract the mmmum 
amount of money for sbowing 
the oldest discoverable films, the 
average man in uniform seems to 

It will be gathered that, finan- 
cially, the problem of the Army 
Kinema Corporalion is to pick up 
oh the swings what it loses on 
the roundabouts. The swings are 
the big garrison cinemas, which 
are always assured of support; 
the roundabouts are the little 
mobile cinemas which dare Mal- 
ayan ambushes in order to give 
an d fresco show to soldiers, 
aborigines (and, so the tale goes, 
even bandits) in some damp 
jungle clearing. 

On Its payroll the Army Kinema 
Corporation has men of many 
nationalities. Some of them signed 
off recently in the Canal Zone of 

C Cinemas with roofs, cinemas without roofs, cinemas with- 
out walls, cinemas on wheels, cinemas on the high seas - the Army Kinema Corporation operates them all. It 
knows by now the kind of films that soldier audiences like I 

ration is a civilian bodv controii- 
military, ed by a board, under part the c i h a n .  Quarter- part 

master-General to the Forces. Ite 
recently appointed general man- 
ager is Major-General N. V. 
Watson, who had spent three 
years on the board and had 
studied theCorporation's problems 
as Deputy Quartermaster-General. 

Under its charter, the Corpo- 
ration must arrange for the pro- 
ducuon of film strips and educa- 
tional films as required. The 
supply of entertainment films, 
however, is its biggest commit- 

. .  ' .  . . . . . .  

I ..Films in 
, ,  . . .  . , .  

ment. As everyone knows by 
now, films cost dollars. The 
soldier who complains about old 
iilms tends to forget that there 
are plenty of old films going 
round the cinemas of Britain. U 
the conditions under which sol- 
diers see films are not always of 
the highest, at least the prices 

Left: A hundred miles from hecca, In me Arobian Desert, thistoidier compare favourably with those in 
(troined on an AKC projectionist course) built his own 16mm open- home cinemas: from fourpence 
air cinema, the "Gronoda." for benefit of his comrades on o for enlisted boys to a maximum 
British Miiltar Mission. Above: Rlsking ambushes. drivers of mo- of 2s 6d. 

The Corporation has to observe 
ings. In their audiences moy be aborigines seeihg the numerous with restrictions which of the trade film 

indnstrv abounds. 

bile cinernoa rn Maioyo bring Rim-shows into the 

Itmay'no< eIhibit 
within two miles 
of a commercial 
cinema in Britain, Army's Cinemas or Hnthin three 

When the war ended the Army in 
Egypt had to take over the exist- 
ing circuit or do without cinemas. 
The emergency in the Zone scotch- 
ed any immediate chances of ._ - ~ . 
improving standards there. 

In Malaya recently there has 
been a doubling up of mobile 
cinemas, and there are now more 
"mobiles" in that country than 

entertainment f ibs  in thase units two performances a week over 
which are a long way from static the whole of Malaya. 
cinemas and are out ot economic The A m y  Kinema Corporation 
range of "mobiles" - the garrison was born in January 1946. taking 
at Akaba, in Jordan, 'is a good over from ENSA and the old 
illustration), Army Kinema Service. It had 

The ditftculties of the Army been ruled fiat the cinema, like 
Xinema Corporation, not surpris- the radio, was something to which 
ingly, tend .to increase in the the British soldier was entitled. 
more restless Darts of the world. wherever he was. The Cor~o-  

I "Please don'i think I'm staring at you, madam - I got a crick in my neck ot a march-past." 

miles of a com- 
mercial cinema 

overseas. The showng of certain 
films has to be delayed until 
release is agreed with the local 
exhibitor. Yet Uhe Corporation 
can point out to Wardour Street 
that, i f  it ceased to operate, the 
money of 12,ooO.ooO persons a 
year would be lost to the film 
trade. Many thousands of soldiers 
are stationed where osdlnary 
civilian cinemas do not exist, or 
where, it cinemas do exist, the 
films shown are unintelligble, 
unexciting or undesirable. 

Records show that the films 
preferred by soldier8 are, firstly, 
comedies, and secondly, West. 
ems. Among those which have 
proved, or are proving popular 
are: "Annie Get Your Gun." "The 
Inspector-General," 'The Flame 
and the Arrow," "Abbott and 
Costello in the Foreign Legion." 
"Broken Arrow," "Reluctant He- 
roes" (a comedy of Army life). 
"HappY-go-Lovely," "Worm's Eye 
View'' (a comedy of airmen 
in billets), "Scrooge" and "Win- 
chester '73." Any Abbott and 
Costello films are popular. Fa- 
voured stars include: Dons Day, 
Jane Russell. Ava Gardner, S u ~ n  
Hayward; and John Wayne, Bob 
Hope, Martin and Lewis, Bnrt 
Lancaster and Bing Crosby. 

Although rucb a high pro- 
portion of soldiers are still in 
their 'teens, it does not follow 
that the Amy's tastes are com- 
pletely uncritical. "Red Shoes." 
which featured ballet, was tried 
out nervously in selected cinemas 
and proved a hit. Where it had 
been booked for one night only, 

HEPE have" bdao preM T cdtlclsnir a i d  @eaaooa in 
Parliament ,+ut eptertsln- 
ment for Brltish frdops in Korea. 

Theseare the fac*l,on.films: 
When the firstBritish troops 

went to Korea all third-line 
services were giveh by ,  the 
Americans; these included 
cinema entertainment. 

As theCommonwealtbforces 
reached divisional. strength i C  
was thought that there should 
be a separate source of .film 
entertainment. The.. , A m y  
Kinema Corporation was asked 
to send out a .representative 
to make a "'reconnaissancg" of 
Korea on behalf of the War 
Office; he' recommended a 
complete mobile fib service. 

The problem was now a 
financial one. The Americans 
were showing. their films free; 
if the Armv Kinema Comora- 
tion were to opeiate under its 
charter, a charge for admiqsion 
would have 'to be levied on 
British troops. .The Treaslirp 
decided that such an anomaly 
could not he justified; they 
agreed that .the Corporation 
should provide an admission- 
free service~in two phases,  the^ 
cost to be borne from public 
funds. The first phase covered 
the provision and routing .of 
films, the training of soldLe1 
projectionists and maintenance 
of equipment$;-- the se.cond 
provided also for the operation 
of mobile and static @emas. 

It was decided thst all.meri 
in this service should ' be  
recruited by the Corporafion. 
but commissioned or ' enllsted 
into the Army, which wouid 
provide equipment and. vehic 
les. The remlt was .the 
creation of NO. 1 Army Kine- 
ma Detachment, Royal Army 
Ordnance Corps.. f 

The War Minister' has told 
Parliament that .every soldie'i 
should now be able to see-a1 
least two cinema shqws~.a 
week, so far as .opeiations 
allow, and that .there are 
enough films to' enahle'moal 
of the cinemas to make fow 
changes of programme ea@ 
week. 

it bad to be brought back'again. 
"Hamlet" was regarded dnhioualy 
in North Africa but in Germany 
soldier-audknces wanted' to re- 
tain it for a longer m. Good war 
films are enjoyed, bad on& are 
not. "They Were Not Divided" 
and "Sands of IwoJima" came, in 
the dormer category. 

National Servicemen &e 'not 
alone in relishing Weaterustso do 
Gurkhas. Gurkhas also like film's 
made in India, so the Corporation 
has to hire some of .thoAe, for 
their benefit. Then there are Afri- 
can .troops, to whom a colodr film 
of, say, the last Coronation is a 
notable tit-bit. What ple,ases ad 
audience of native pioneers is 
nnllkely to commend itself b a n  
audience at  the Staff College. 
That is just, one of tbe Army 
Kinema Corporation's problems. 
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