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Bristol Merchant
Head Office: ST. THOMAS STREET

L

Finance Limited
BRISTOL 1. Tel.: 24979 & 293728

SERVICES CREDIT SCHEME

Bristol Merchant Finance Limited introduced their ** Services Credit
Scheme,”” especially designed as a personal and confidential credit
service for Commissioned Officers and Senior N.C.0.’s of HER
MAJESTY’S ARMED FORCES, some years ago.

This scheme enables all types of motor vehicles, both new and second-
hand, to be purchased on credit without formality at the lowest
possible cost.

Write for full details to our Head Office,or if you have already selected a vehicle, please complete

the form below.
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Period of Hire Required ... ... . ... ...

Further details required by you:—

Year

Cash Price £

Deposit £ -

Four ways the

It is faster The Spitfire out-performs every other
sports car in its class. [ts twin-carb 1147 cc engine
gives you a potent 63 bhp. It will sprint from 0-50
in 11 seconds and go on sprinting to a top speed
of over 90 mph.

It is safer To keep a tight rein on the Spitfire’s
energy, front-wheel disc brakes are a standard
fitting. No fade. No hesitancy in the rain. A Spit-
fire travelling at 30 mph can be pulled up in a
little more than 10 yards.

It is surer Each wheel on the Spitfire is indepen-
dently sprung. Good for cornering: the back-end
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won't gocareering across to the other kerb. Good
for rough going: the wheels take the bumps —
not you.

It is more comfortable The Spitfire cares for your
creature comforts. The windows wind up. The
seat cushions your progress in deep upholstery.
The hood firmly vetos any intrusion from the
weather. And for extra comfort a sleek hardtop
is now available.

Lavishly, the Spitfire has still more refinements.
A turning circle of only 24 ft. Full instrumenta-
tion. A detachable windscreen. And good looks

Triumph Spitfire reflects greater value

that are pretty and practical. (The Spitfire is as
aerodynamic as its namesake.)

Free test drive

Any Standard-Triumph dealer will arrange a
free test drive in the Spitfire. Take him up on it.
Or write for details to Standard-Triumph Sales
Limited, Export Sales (European Division),
Coventry, England.

stanvarof[lf Tarori

A member of the Leyland Motor Corporation




William Rushton talks about
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AND

Pub-crawling isn’t what it was. You
used to be able to weave haphazardly
from pub to pub and find your own brand
of content in each. But nowadays,
since the Revolution, Emancipation
and all that madrigals, the thing is
to find the one of your taste
and stay there.

This isn’t really a complaint.
Chacun a4 son boozer is the cry,
but I do find considerably more pubs
which have now become Cocktail Lounges,
or waiter-service-only glasshouses

and which don’t appeal to me personally.

But on the other hand I have never
wanted to sport a beard, a flowered
cummerbund or plus-fours, but many do,
and the best of luck to you,

bearded, plus-foured men and women,
entwined in flowered cummerbunds.

The joy of the Pub is that when your
search is ended, there still lurks
somewhere, the Inn of an untold
number of Happinesses - - -
good beer, dart-board, good, solid
food and a pin-ball machine
(one must have exercise).

And, above all - good people. In the end,
people make pubs. The regulars -

those who bring smiles to the

laughing eyes of that loveliest of
creatures - the barmaid - with cries

of ‘the usual, Myrtle’, and

watch with rolling eyes as she bends,
cleavage bursting, to the noble task

of drawing the foaming brew.

i

When you have found your Pub,

you have, said he, waxing poetic,
found peace. A haven of rest. A place
in which to sit and ponder on one

or two of Man’s more successful
creations, while the rest of the World
hastens hither and thither getting
nowhere at pace, with only fresh
neuroses to show for it at the end

of another grey day.

Go and seek your Pub, it's out there somewhere.

ISSUED BY THE BREWERS' SOCIETY, 20 UPPER BROOK STREET, LONDON W.I.
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Serve on In
NEW ZEALAND

i ’_[_he’R.

N.ZAF

.

It is often said that, of all Commonwealth countries, it
is in New Zealand that British people feel mostat home.
And for good reasons : New Zealand is like home in so
many ways. Christchurch, for instance, is the most
‘English’ town in the world, outside England; round
Mount Egmont the fields havethereal Irish green—soft,
fresh and rich ; and as soon as you see Dunedin you'll
understand why people keep calling it ‘the Edinburgh
of the South’. And so it goes. The whole atmosphere
and feeling of the place is friendly and familiar—even

the policemen look British !

At the same time, you get all the excitement of making
a new start, in a new country—with new people, new
places, new opportunities for you and your family.

You are eligible if

1 You are British, between 21 and 40
years old ; and

2 You have 2 years service (or more)
in one of H.M. Forces; (current
engagements must be expired or
about to expire) ; and

3 You are trained in one of these
trades: Airframes, Supply, Cook,
Steward, Clerk GD, Clerk Pay
Accounting or Store Accounting,
Medical Orderly.

4 You pass the Selection procedures.
If you are serving overseas you are
still eligible—though special
arrangements would have to be
made for interviews.

5 You do not have more than two
children.

YOU WOULD SERVE for 5 or 8
years on the Active list, followed by 4
on the reserve. You would probably
join inthe rank of L.AA.C. or, in special
circumstancg. Corporal.

YOUR PAY is excellent. Asan LA.C.,
unmarried and living on an Air Force
Station, you could get £16 a week
(£838/13/8 a year)—most of it
pocket money, as Service pay is here.
As a Corporal, married and living out,
your pay and allowances could be
£21/10/0aweek (£1123/4/8avyear),
and your wife would get child allow-
ances on top of that. You get agratuity
at the end of your service providing
you do not qualify for a pension.

YOU TRAVEL OUT FREE. You and
your dependants (up to 2 children)
travel to New Zealand free.

--------------------1

INTERESTED ? Now is the time to find out more. Fill in this coupon, tear it

out, and post it off today |

To: Wg. Cdr. T. A. McL. Morgan, Royal New Zealand Air Force Headquarters,
New Zealand House (RW 125), Haymarket, London, Swi1
Please send me information about careers in the R. N.ZAF

Name.,

Address..
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Death, enslavement,

thousands of innocent people butchered . . .

domination by force, resistance crushed by cold-blooded reprisals,.
three hundred million people had been

under the cruel heel of the Nazi jackboot for three years.

The plague of bloodshed and tyranny
had begun six years before, when Hitler’s
Panzer divisions marched triumphantly
into Austria. Czechoslovakia was the second
victim—and the Nazi Juggernaut rolled on
over Poland, Denmark, Norway, Holland,
Belgium, Luxemburg, France, Jugoslavia,
Greece . ... -

Outflanked and outgunned, the British
Expeditionary Force fell back to Dunkirk
where '338,000 men were snatched from

death or captivity by Britain’s “little ships.” -

On 3 June, 1940, the last troops left the
French beach. On 1 June, 1941, the last
British troops were driven from Crete to
complete Hitler’s European conquests. On
6 June, 1944, the British Army came
back. :

The most devastating air and naval bom-
bardment the world has ever known
heralded the biggest invasion in history.
Warships and aircraft pounded a so-mile
stretch of the Normandy coast until it
seemed that nothing could stay alive. And,
unchallenged from air or sea, the 5000 ships
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of this vast crusade headed relentlessly for
the French shore to begin the liberation of
a fettered Europe.

Before them lay Rommel’s bristling At-
lantic Wall, the thickly fortified, mine-
infested, obstacle-ridden coastal defence
system designed to blast any would-be
invasion force back into the sea. Its strength
had been impressively proved two years
earlier in the costly Canadian raid on
Dieppe.

But British ingenuity had created Mul-
berry, the prefabricated harbour that en-
abled the French ports to be by-passed, and
Pluto, the petrol pipeline under the ocean.
And for the assault there were the DD
(Duplex-Drive) tanks to swim ashore with
the Infantry, “bobbin” tanks which un-
rolled a steel mesh roadway, the flail tanks
whose whirling chains cut through mine-
fields, fascines with their bundles of staves
to fill anti-tank ditches, “petards” with their
enormous concrete-smashing bomb, the
flame-throwing Crocodile tanks . . .

All that preparation and planning could

THIS IS D-DAY. THEY ARE SOAKED, BREATHLESS,
~ MORTARS AND MACHINE-GUNS. BUT THEY ARE BAC

A bugler sounds the “General Salute” and assault Royal Engineers dress ship as the first tank landing craft leave the-hme port.

. ol
B
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do had been done, but in the final analysis
it was left to a few thousand troops to break
through the German defensive wall and
gain that vital foothold.

It was a five-pronged attack along 5o
miles of coastline in the Bay of the Seine
by five assault divisions—two American,
one Canadian and two British. In the centre,
attacking “Gold” beach, was Britain’s soth
Division, on its way back after being the
last division to escape from Dunkirk. To
the east, heading for *“Juno” beach and with
a score to settle for Dieppe, were men of
3rd Canadian Division, and beyond them,
assaulting “Sword” beach, the British 3rd
Division. To the west were the 1st United
States Division, bound for bloody “Omaha,”
and further right the American 4th Division
headed for “Utah.”

But ahead, already guarding the flanks,
were Britain’s 6th Airborne Division and,
in the Cherbourg peninsula, the Ameri
82nd and 1o1st Airborne Divisions.

CONTINUED ON PAGE



Momentous

DEGISION

After all the complex planning the big decision to
release the onslaught rested with one man, the
Supreme Commander, General Dwight D Eisenhower.
The provisional date was 5 June, which offered
moonlight for the airborne forces and an early
morning low tide (laying bare the obstacles) for the
seaborne assault. If the weather was bad the two
following days would be all right, but then it would
be another fortnight before the tides would again
be suitable, and by then the moon would have waned.

The worst June weather for 20 years caused a
24-hour postponement. A slight but temporary
improvement was reported for 6 June, but the
weather would still be far from ideal. Yet the
Supreme Commander knew he could not keep his
vast forces bottled up for long.

At an historic meeting on Sunday evening, 4 June,
General Eisenhower took a poll of his commanders.
General Montgomery favoured the attack, Air Chief-
Marshals Tedder and Leigh-Mallory feared cloud
cover would hamper the air forces, Admiral Ramsay
said further delay would create refuelling problems
that would rule out 7 June. General Eisenhower
heard them, deliberated, then gave the momentous
order.

Cloud hampered the air drops, tank crews and
Infantry were drowned in the heavy swell, but these
losses were outweighed by the complete surprise

General Eisenhower, Supreme Commander,
passes on the Order of the Day—“Full victory—
nothing less”—to US paratroops in England.

achieved by attacking in weather the Germans firmly
believed would rule out the operation. And because
of the weather an extraordinary number of German
generals were away from their posts, including Field-
Marshal Rommel, commanding the defending armies,
who had gone home to Germany for his wife's
birthday—6 June.

Above: An Allied landing craft, laden with troops and their equipment, approaches the Normandy coast during the early landings on 6 June, 1944.
Below: These were the dreaded beach obstacles. Germans working on them dash for cover or throw themselves down as the recce plane flies over.




Airborne Assault

The 6th Airborne Division’s task was to
land between the Orne River and the
flooded valley of the Dives River five miles
to the east, demolish five bridges over the
Dives to stop flanking attack and to capture
intact a bridge over the Orne and another
over the nearby Caen Canal to link the
British airborne and seaborne forces. All the
territory between the rivers, including an
important coastal battery, had to be taken
and held against probable counter-attack by
German armour.

The daring and unorthodox plan was for
a glider force (for speed and immediate
concentration) to crash-land alongside the
Orne and canal bridges at 12.20am, and
pathfinders to parachute in at the same time
to mark the dropping zone for the main
force, following 30 minutes later. The para-
troops would then have until 3.30am to
seize their objective and clear landing zones
for a big glider force bringing anti-tank
guns and transport.

The vital task of taking the Orne and
canal bridges fell to three platoons of The
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry led by Major John Howard, a
30-year-old Regular officer who had planned
the attack and supervised the training for
it. As he sat in the first of the six gliders
he brooded on the hazards of an operation
which began with an improvised crash
landing in the dark. The glider hit the earth
with a noise like thunder, then splintered
and cracked as it careered across a field to
stop exactly as planned—its nose through
the barbed wire defences of the canal bridge.

As a pillbox machine-gun opened fire,
one man threw a smoke bomb, another ran
forward and dropped a Mills bomb into the
pillbox and the platoon dashed across a
bridge to the other strongpoint. The second
and third gliders landed accurately behind
the first and within minutes the bridge was

taken. D-Day’s first objective was achieved.

The three gliders directed at the Orne
bridge were more widely scattered, but one
was close enough to send the German
defenders running for their lives. The com-
mander of the second platoon on the scene
found a reflective Lieutenant Fox in posses-
sion of the bridge. “How’s it gone ?”’ he

-DA

asked. “All right,” said the young lieutenant,
“but where the hell are the umpires ?”
But life was not so simple for oth Bat-
talion, The Parachute Regiment, ordered to
silence the heavily fortified Merville battery,
dominating a British 3rd Division landing

point. The tough 750-strong Battalion had
rehearsed its attack on a specially requisi-
tioned piece of Berkshire cordoned off and
bulldozed into shape.

The plan to surmount the battery—
ringed by two minefields, #hree thick
barbed-wire barriers and guarded by ten
machine-gun positions—included crash-
landing 60 volunteers in three gliders inside
the defences at the moment the attack
began. But the parachute drop was so
scattered that 600 men and all the equip-
ment—flame-throwers, mortars, mine-de-
tectors, scaling ladders—were missing.
Worst of all there were no mortar flares to
signal the gliders to land.

Lieutenant-Colonel Terence Otway, the
29-year-old commanding officer, watched
them come over on time at 4.30am, skim-
ming low over the battery searching for the
signal he was powerless to give. He had
only the Verey pistol he was to use to signal
success. If that was not fired by §.15am the
Navy would begin to shell the battery.

Above: “Charlie’s Aunt,” a 6th Airborne Division glider, dis-
gorges her load of troops with a jeep and trailer in Normandy.
Below: Americans shelter behind obstacles from a heavy artil-
lery and machine-gun barrage as the tanks plunge up the beach.

Right: The tanks are ashore. More
troops follow up, picking their way
through the surf to avoid holes and
the threat of underwater obstacles.




But gaps were cut in the barbed wire, a
path made across the minefield, and the
paratroops dashed into a hail of fire, drop-
ping for cover, racing forward dgain. The
leading companies went straight for the
guns, survivors finishing up against the
casements, pouring fire through the open-
ings, while the men following up leapt into
the trenches. After 20 minutes of bloody
battle the Germans began to surrender.
The yellow Verey signal was fired 15
minutes before the bombardment was due
to begin.

The other British airborne units achieved
all their objectives, the main glider drop
was an amazing feat of precision, and the
Division began to consolidate positions it

was to hold with great tenacity for two
months.

‘Across The Beaches

In the grey light of a misty dawn and in
a choppy sea, British, American and Cana-
dian assault troops transferred to their

landing craft up to seven miles off shore.,

Men of 1st Battalion, The Hampshire
Regiment, on the right of the British line
on Gold beach, saw many of the DD tanks
flounder and sink in the heavy swell, but
were cheered by the powerful salvos of
HMS Ajax. The assault craft came under
mortar and artillery fire, though this was

COVER PICTURE

Twenty years ago an armada of ships,
supported by thousands of aircraft, put
Allied soldiers back on the French beaches
in the greatest invasion of all time. This
was D-Day, 6 June, 1944,

This month, in a special feature and on
its covers, SOLDIER pays tribute to the
sailors, soldiers and airmen who avenged
Dunkirk and Dieppe and spelled the begin-
ning of the end for Hitler and his Nazi
Europe.

For the first time since it was launched in
March, 1945, the magazine devotes both its
covers to one subject—this magnificent
painting specially commissioned from the
brilliant artist, Terence Cuneo.

In this exciting picture he captures all the
noise and drama of D-Day—the tanks
rumbling and clattering from landing craft,
the silenced flails of a knocked-out Crab and
the Infantrymen pouring from assault boats
to fight their way up the beach under a hail
of fire. This was D-Day, 6 June, 1944,

less deadly than the mined underwater
obstacles which festooned the coastline.

The craft beached some 30 yards out and
troops leapt into four feet of water and a
concentration of small-arms fire. Casualties
increased as the landing craft, their loads
shed, were lifted off the sand by the waves
and hurled forward over the wading sol-
diers. The bombardment had had little
effect on the beach defences and there were
no gaps in the minefield. The few tanks
which had made the shore were either
bogged down or blazing. It cost the Hamp-
shires eight long hours and 200 casualties
to capture their first objective, the seaside
village of El Hamel, before they swung
right to take other objectives along the
fortified coastline.

To their left the 1st Dorsets were off the
beaches in 40 minutes but had a stiff fight
for their main objective, the high ground
on “Point §4.”” Many Dorsets distinguished
themselves before a concerted attack sup-
ported by tanks of C Squadron, The Sher-
wood Rangers, and guns of 9¢ Field Regi-
ment won the day. The Batta'ion lost 14
officers and 114 men.

Further to the left the deafening salvos

The silence and secrecy surrounding the massing
of the greatest fleet ever assembled ended with a roar
as the biggest naval barrage in history pounded the
German defences.

Just four years after the last of the volunteer
rescue fleet had steamed home from Dunkirk the vast
Allied armada, three-quarters of it British, began the
return trip. :

Again there was practically every kind of vessel
—tugs, coasters, cross-Channel steamers, sloops—

again they were packed with troops, but here the
resemblance ended.

This was a concerted wave of maritime majesty
sailing in disciplined order, ten lanes abreast, 20 miles
wide, 2700 craft with 1500 assault craft aboard and
hundreds more vessels still to play their part in the
D-Day drama, the whole vast operation timed to
seconds yet flexible.

The only German naval challenge was from three
torpedo boats which set out from Le Havre and cut

through the Allied smoke screen to find the massive
invasion fleet in their path.

The trio fired 17 torpedoes, one of them sinking the
Norwegian destroyer Svenner. (The only other sizeable
ship lost was the American destroyer Corry, struck
by a shore battery off Utah.)

Two Royal Navy midget submarines lay sub-
merged at either end of the British beaches for two
long nights, ready to surface and mark the way for
the assault boats as D-Day dawned.
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Above: Tanks of 13th/18th Royal Hussars beach
near a guiding flare. Note the beach obstacles.

Top, right: A man lies wounded. Others shelter
behind a Churchill tank till the barrage lifts.

The Allied air forces’ complete mastery of the skies
was without question a deciding factor in the success
of the landings. By D-Day, Allied air supremacy had
reached 30 to one. More than 9000 aircraft directly
supporting the invasion and more heavy bombers
attacking ic targets flew 25,274 sorties in the
24 hours from 9pm on 5 June, take-offs averaging
one every three-and-a-half seconds. :

The concentration on French locomotive depots
was such that by D-Day rail traffic had been reduced
to 13 per cent of its January level. Only six of the
24 bridges over the Seine were usable, every airfield
within 130 miles of the coast was out of action,
German mine-laying in the Channel was seriously
hampered, coastal defences were attacked and radar
dislocated.

And most important of all, the Luftwaffe
had been driven from the skies. German pilots could
neither assess the massive military build-up in
Southern England, attack the invasion fleet nor sup-
port their own ground forces.

PACCE IO

of HMS Warspite thundered “like express
trains” over the sick, soaked assault troops
of 6th Green Howards rolling and pitching
shorewards. Leading companies had 60
yards to wade under heavy mortar and
machine-gun fire but a spirited dash backed
by a tank of 4th/7th Royal Dragoon
Guards silenced the troublesome pillboxes.

The second hurdle, the sea wall, was
surmounted in a ferocious charge by three
Green Howards, their blazing Stem guns
blasting surviving defenders into submis-
sion. Though caught in deep water and
heavy mortar fire, D Company advanced
rapidly across a minefield to surprise an
enemy position.

As the Company pressed further inland,
Company Sergeant - Major Stan Hollis
noticed two pillboxes had been by-passed.
As he approached them a machine-gun
opened up. He rushed straight at the pill-
box, threw a grenade through the door and
fired his Sten, killing two Germans, cap-
turing the rest and clearing several more
from a nearby trench. He went on through
the day to display the courage which earned
him D-Day’s only Victoria Cross.

On The Green Howards’ left, the sth
East Yorkshires landed as planned, the
right-hand company advancing rapidly to-
wards a battery at Mont Fleury, 1000 yards
inland. The battery suffered heavily from the
bombardment and was soop overrun, its
commander committing suicide as the
British troops approached.

But the company on the left faced a 50-
yard wall of fire, including an 88mm gun,
from the village of La Riviére. Two tanks,
hit on landing, blew up, killing or wounding
all troops near them. Survivors were still
pinned down when the reserve company
landed 20 minutes later. At length one
platoon and a DD tank got over the sea
wall and its defensive wire and began
clearing the sea-front houses. Finally the
support of another platoon attacking from
the south-west turned the scales and 40
prisoners were taken. :

The Canadians assaulting Juno beach
suffered heavily. Rough seas, reefs and
beach obstacles created havoc among. their
landing craft, delaying the landing by half
an hour and giving the defenders time to
recover from the shock of the bombard-
ment. The fighting was fierce and bloody
but in 15 lethal minutes the Canadians were
off the beaches and pressing inland.

Britain’s 48 Royal Marine Commando
landed on the left of Juno under heavy fire
with the tough job of heading east
link with 41 RM Commando, coming from
Sword beach seven miles away. Both uni
came to a full stop in heavily fortified vil
lages and were occupied all day in hectic
house-to-house fighting.

Assaulting the centre of Sword beach,
(st South Lancashires and 2nd East York-
shires suffered heavily from artillery,
machine-gun, mortar and rifle fire. (Though
the Merville battery had been dealt with



there were many other German guns within
range and shelling was to go on for days.)
Heavy seas delayed the DD tanks and there
was no support for the hard-pressed Royal
Engineers as they worked feverishly in a
hail of fire to prepare the way for the
assault.

First artillery on Sword was 76 Field
Regiment which quickly took up positions
on the beach and kept up a constant barrage
despite the incoming tide engulfing the
Gunners in feet of water and despite being
rammed by a blazing landing craft swept
sideways by the surf.

Commandos of 1st Special Service Bri-

gade, under Brigadier Lord Lovat MC,
landed 30 minutes after the 2nd East York-
shires (many of whose 200 D-Day casualties
lay dead on the beach) with the task of
linking up with 6th Airborne Division.
They landed in great spirits having already
heard that the bridges had been taken intact.
When they arrived, Major Howard’s men,
reinforced by paratroops, had held the
., bridge for more than 13 hours against
increasing sniping and mortar fire. It was
a great moment as the skirl of Lord Lovat’s
own piper heralded the marching Com-
mandos.
Over on the right flank, on the Cherbourg

peninsula, the American 1o1st and 82nd
Airborne Divisions completed the biggest
air drop ever attempted, and despite the
101st being badly scattered across treach-
erous marshy ground, despite the 82nd
losing most of its equipment, despite the
13,000 men being outnumbered three to
one, the Americans seized the vital roads
across the Germans’ artificially created
swamp barrier and opened the way for the
drive from Utah and Omaha beaches.
While heading for Utah, men of the
American 22nd Infantry Regiment saw a
tank blown 100 feet into the air as a landing
craft dropped its ramp on a submerged

THE BIG DEGEPTION

The success of Britain’s complicated plans to
deceive and confuse the enemy about the timing and
direction of the invasion was such that when German
intelligence actually gained prior knowledge of the
timing of the invasion no-one believed it and no
effective action was taken!

Six months before D-Day the Germans had learned
that lines of the verse “‘Chanson d’autome’’ would be
broadcast to alert the French underground. The
Germans monitored the two-part message and alerted
their Fifteenth Army.

But this Army was defending the Calais area.
Seventh Army, in the path of the Allied onslaught,
received no warning. The vital signal remained on
the desk of Colonel-General Alfred Jodl, Chief of
Operations. Field-Marshal Von Runstedt also re-
ceived the message and took no action. The greatest
intelligence scoop of the war was wasted.

And even as the Allied attack developed, the

German Army chiefs failed to act decisively, thinking
the Normandy landings were a feint and the main
assault would fall in the Calais area. Fifteenth Army
was still in that area in July.

This belief was fostered and fed by a complicated
succession of deceptive actions code-named ‘“‘Forti-
tude.”

A dummy operations headquarters was set up at
Dover, mock camps and dummy landing craft were
assembled, new roads and rail sidings were built,
heavy concentrations of troops were stationed in the
south-east and extensive radio traffic was maintained.
Twice as many air missions were flown over Calais
as over Normandy.

So the direction of the D-Day assault remained the
best-kept secret of the war. But there were several
panics.

A girl teletype operator practising her speed on
4 June accidentally transmitted: ‘“‘Urgent Press

Association NYK Flash Eisenhower HQ Announced
Landings in France,”” a message that was received
by the Germans but disregarded; an American
sergeant wrongly addressed secret ‘“‘Overlord”
to his sister and they burst open in a Chicago sorting
office; a railwayman found invasion plans in a brief-
case left in a train-—they were watched by the Home
Guard overnight; 12 copies of a top secret signal
blew out of a War Office window—eleven were found
and after a panic-stricken two-hour search it was
learned that the twelfth had been picked up by a
ppasur-by and handed to a sentry on Horse Guards
Strangest of all alarms was caused by the series
of D-Day code words appearing in the “Daily
Telegraph® crosswords in May and early June. They
included Overlord (which the Germans knew was the
code name for the whole operation), Utah, Omaha
and Mulberry. It turned out to be pure coincidence.
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mine. But beach opposition was compara-
tively light and the Americans drove swiftly
inland.

But on Omaha it was a very different
story, a bloody story, a near disaster. The
sea was at its roughest and the Germans,
their defences built into the steep cliffs,
had an enormous field of fire, with 60
artillery pieces and many mortars and
machine-guns trained on the beach.

Infantry were slaughtered, tanks sunk or
destroyed. Engineers, with no covering fire
for their demolition work, were decimated.
Hundreds of men sprawled dead or
wounded on the beaches, hundreds more
lay pinned down and it seemed this landing
might have to be abandoned. But gradually,
by the initiative of individual leaders—
some of them private soldiers—and by
sheer weight of numbers, the ill-armed, ill-
equipped survivors began to force their
way inland. »

This was the start. These were the first
waves, More assault troops were quick to
follow, fighting scores of fierce and bloody

d to explode mines in its path, a Crab tank advances over rough ground.

a7 P

actions against an enemy recovering from
his surprise. Men of America’s 29th Divi-
sion were in time to share the trials of
Omaha, 2nd Devons were in quickly behind
the Dorsets, 7th Green Howards behind
the 6th . ..

And all along the coast the armoured
units played their greatest-ever combined
role, leading the Infantry ashore or sinking
in the attempt, suffering considerable losses
yet saving hundreds of lives by speedily
silencing dangerous gun positions.

As darkness fell on 6 June, 1944, the
success of this masterpiece of military plan-
ning was assured. The powerful Atlantic
Wall had been breached along the whole
front, all the assault divisions were driving
inland and casualties were far lighter than
anyone had dared hope.

There was still a long way to go. There
would be resounding successes and depress-
ing setbacks. But the biggest hurdle of all
had been cleared. The days of Nazi domina-
tion of Europe were numbered.

PETER ] DAVIES

26 Battle of Charleroi

nated at Sarajevo
29 Battle of Parma

Date Years ago
it _happened in I Submarine THETIS lost 25
J u N E 4 Allies entered Rome 20

6 D-Day 20

10 First Oxford and Cambridge 135

University Boat Race
I5 German fleet scuttled at Scapa Flow 45
I5 First flying bomb attacks on London 20
17 Iceland proclaimed an independent 20

Republic
22 Battle of Bothwell Brigg 285
24 Battle of Bannockburn 650

27 Cherbourg captured by the Allies 20 e :
28 Treaty of Versailles signed 45 z::‘d hi P':f - ntheh
28 Archduke Franz Ferdinand assassi= 50 Piazza vm:;"; in

Rome: 6 June, 1944.
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SOLDIER
to Soldier

Although faced from its incep-
tion with increasing operations in
Cyprus, Malaysia and Aden,and the
threat of action in other theatres,
the new Ministry of Defence lost
no time in taking a keen look at
the Army’s organisation.

The first of the new “large”
regiments, The Royal Anglian
Regiment, will soon be a reality
and the way has been paved here
for further simplification of the
complex Corps of Infantry. Now
the Ministry has turned to the
logistic services, examining the
overlapping which has gradually
evolved and putting forward its
proposals to eliminate this by
sensibly making the three primary
functions of supply, transportation
and repair each the single re-
sponsibility of a separate corps.

As in the case of the Infantry,
the axe will inevitably fall, this
time on the Royal Army Service
Corps, which will change its title
for the eighth time to become the
Royal Corps of Transport.

Now the Minister is looking
at the broader picture—a new
system of defence costing, a
common supply organisation and
centralised administration of mat-
ters common to the three Ser-
vices. Communications are al-
ready being centralised and there
is to be a single administration,
under the Army Department,
of all land held by the Ministry of
Defence. :

All this has happened in a few
short, busy months. There is
obviously much to follow. -

While a Member of Parliament
urges that Army discipline Is
the best weapon with which to
fight juvenile crime and hooligan-
ism Army influence has pop
up in other odd corners in civilian
life. i

One newspaper story tells how
an ex-soldier, being interviewed
for a labourer’s job, faced a bar-
rage of military questions. The
surprised applicant had forgotten
the answers and failed the test.
His interviewer, a former ser-
geant, explained that he expected
an ex-soldier to remember what
the Army had taught him.

Another story is of a |7-year-
old lad who found his father, an
ex-sergeant, firmly vetoing his de-
sire to marry until he proved
that he could look after a young
wife. Father laid down that his
son should keep his hair cut, not
“lie in ", but be up early and at
work promptly, press his trousers,
polish his shoes, wear a clean
shirt, keep his job and save money.




N airstrip was needed at

the British base at Dhe-

kelia, Cyprus. And it was
needed quickly. The Royal
Engineers were told to build
one. Three weeks later the first
aircraft landed.

It was a record feat by, Cyprus
Park Squadron and in recognition
the strip is named “King’s Field”
after Major Mike King, the Squad-
ron commander.

After estimating that only three
weeks would be required to build
the strip, it was a matter of honour
for the Sappers to finish within the
time limit—they made it by just
80 minutes.

It was exactly 12 noon when a
26-ton D8H bulldozer first paved
the way across scrubland and two
cornfields. For the next three
weeks 60 soldiers worked a 12-hour
day, seven days a week.

Outstanding man of the opera-
tion was Warrant Officer Collins,
the Squadron’s military plant fore-
man, who was acting as commander
of the Plant Troop and whose skill
and knowledge made the whole
thing possible. ;

A quarry was opened specially
to provide havara for the 1200-yard
runway and in all 65,901 tons were
moved, mainly by drivers from 1,
7 and 65 Companies, Royal Army
Service Corps. This involved 9347
loads on lorries which covered
32,714 miles and used 14,771 gal-
lons of fuel. The record for the
largest amount moved in one day
was 4022 tons while the hourly
record finally settled at a fantastic
5274 tons.

Just 8o minutes before the three-
week deadline expired, the last
roller left the site and at noon a
Beverley aircraft of Royal Air
Force Transport Command began
circling King’s Field. The touch-
down was marked by a cloud of
dust from the compacted havara—
the final oil skin was not added
until the surface had settled.

The strip was officially opened
by Air Chief Marshal Sir Denis
Barnett, Air Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Near East Air Force, who
individually congratulated every
_man involved in the construction.
Sir Denis also presented a cheque
for £20 to the Sappers to help pay
for the big party they planned
when the work was complete.

Paying tribute to his Squadron
later, Major King said: “Everyone
worked extremely hard to make the
project a success and I feel proud
to have had these men working
under me. A special tribute is due
to the Royal Army Service Corps
drivers. They were a magnificent
bunch and obviously enjoyed the
challenge the project presented.”

From a report by T R Coombs,
Army Public Relations, Cyprus.

SAULL

At the beginning a cut was made
across a field of golden corm . . .

« « « then the heavy plant moved in
for three noisy, bustling weeks . . .

« « o and left an airstrip where once
the corn grew and sheep grazed . . .

.+ . for heavy transport aircraft to
land with urgently needed supplies.




MIDDLE EAST: 1

SOLDIER TEAM VISITS IN BAHREIN A UNIQUE

THE TANKS THAT
STAY AT SEA

T is 0200 hours. The Arabian Sea is

like ink in the moonlight. Near

where the surf idly brushes the
shore, Royal Marine frogmen are
probing the sea bottom. Out at sea,
waiting at action stations for their
report, are the ships of the Amphibious
Warfare Squadron, their screened red
lights bobbing and winking in the swell
just below the horizon.

An aircraft drones overhead and, as it
crosses the beach, puffs of white silk
blossom and float downwards. Paratroopers
set about securing the beach-head as the
darkened ships cross the horizon and
creep towards the coast.

0400 hours. On board the ships there is
feverish activity as men sprint to boat
stations. The frogmen report that the
gradient of the beach is too shallow for ships
to disgorge their cargoes directly on to the
shore.

GO-GO-GO! Eight assault landing craft
streak for the shore leaving phosphorescent
trails in their wake. They rasp aground,
ramps bang down and men pour on to the
beach. Among the first off are Sappers of
the Beach Troop manhandling their equip-
ment—they must lay tracks that will get

the wheeled vehicles across the shore and
out through the beach exits.

By now the ships are close inshore.
Aboard the frigate HMs Meon, the Captain,
Amphibious Warfare Squadron, is directing
the operation. On board with him are men
of 601 Signal Troop (Ship), Royal Signals,
providing communications from ship to
shore and a rear link back to Brigade head-
quarters.

In the pink light of dawn the great jaws
of HMs Striker, a tank landing ship, open
and three Centurion tanks are driven on to
a Rhino pontoon ferry which immediately
detaches itself from the ship and heads for
shore. Similar operations are going on from
three smaller tank landing craft.

After each Rhino discharges its cumber-
some cargo it races back to the ships to
collect more vehicles. By now the tank
deck of Striker has emptied and lighter
vehicles are roaring down a ramp lowered
from the top deck, out through the bow
doors on to a waiting Rhino.

0930 hours. Every vehicle is ashore and
the furious activity on the beach subsides
as the “battle” moves off into the desert. . .

A landing on this scale is all in a day’s
work for the Amphibious Warfare Squad-

ron—the only one of its kind in the British
Services. ;

Based in the Persian Gulf, the Squadron
comprises seven ships—Meon, which carries
the headquarters, three tank landing ships
(Anzio, Messina and Striker) and three tank
landing craft (Bastion, Parapet and Re-
doubt).

Perhaps the most extraordinary com-
ponent of the Squadron is a floating
Cavalry unit of tanks which never leave
their parent ship except for exercises or
operations.

Half of B Squadron, 16th/sth The
Queen’s Royal Lancers, is aboard Striker,
one of the three ships in the Amphibious
Warfare Squadron which can permanently
carry tanks. When Striker is in Bahrein, the
seaborne Lancers live ashore with the
remainder of their Squadron—but their
tanks may not land on the island.

This ban creates fantastic problems. Even
in the LST’s cavernous tank deck, space is
at a premium. Ten tanks lined two abreast
almost touch the hull on both sides leaving
only a narrow central alley. It means the
tanks can be serviced only on one side, so
the Lancers ensure that each tank is loaded
on the opposite side of the ship after an

A




CAVALRY UNIT WHICH “SPLICES THE MAINBRACE"

+— Above: The crowded tank
. deck of HMS Striker where

the Lancers live and work
in fantastic temperatures.

Left: Sappers of the Army
Beach Troop make their
plans, during an exercise,
with a rough improvised
map of the landing beach.

Far left: Landing from a
Rhino ferry, the Lancers
drive their Centurions
through the surf on to the
beach—a rare trip ashore.

exercise, making the other half accessible.

Squeezed in the remaining space at the
rear of the tank deck are a water bowser,
a Saracen which carries Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers fitters and a
medical sergeant, and three three-ton
lorries, one of which carries the unit’s
technical stores. .

The beach armoured recovery vehicle
(BARV) always heads one line of tanks as
the first vehicle to leave the ship. It is
basically a Centurion specially equipped to
pull the fighting tanks out of the sea and
across the beach if they are stuck. Crewed
by three men, it can drive straight off the
LST’s ramp into water up to 11 feet deep.

Two waterproofed tanks, at present on
trial, can operate in water up to nine feet
deep with only the turret and part of the
gun showing above the surface. They follow
the BARV out of the ship but unless the LST
can get right inshore, the remaining vehicles
need the help of the Rhino, normally towed
behind the ship, to reach the shore.

When the tank deck is cleared, a ramp
is lowered from the deck above and another
cargo three-tonner, a petrol bowser, Ferret
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scout car and Land-Rover disembark. Ten
tons of additional equipment are also stored
on the top deck, including one spare part
of every tank component, from a complete
engine to a sparking plug.

Re-embarking after an exercise is a major
headache as everything must go back in a
rigid order. The Lancers have had plenty of
experience now and on a recent night exer-
cise the complete Squadron re-embarked
straight from the beach in 45 minutes—and
coaxing a Centurion on to a swaying steel
deck at night can be a tricky business, par-
ticularly when the steel tracks slip on the
deck and the tank starts moving crab-wise.

At sea, Striker carries a detachment of
30 Royal Marines in addition to 60 soldiers
and there is an acute shortage of accom-
modation—the ship was designed only to
take soldiers for a maximum of seven days.
Many of the Lancers sleep on their tanks
or in a quiet corner on the top deck.

During the day they have to spend vir-
tually all their time with their vehicles on
the tank deck in terrific heat—normally it is
so intense that men can work only for
periods of half an hour at a time. But being
a seaborne soldier has its advantages—all
the men get a free tot of rum every day.

The Army Beach Troop is a small, but

Permanently on board HMS
Striker (above) are ten
tanks, nine other vehicles
and ten tons of equipment.

Right: Paratroopers ride
on the tanks as they leave
the beach and move inshore

during a recent exercise.
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vital, unit of the Amphibious Warfare
Squadron. Under overall command of the
Beachmaster—a Royal Marine officer—
during a landing, the Sappers virtually act
as beach policemen to get personnel,
vehicles and stores across the beach and
away as fast as possible.

This can involve track laying, clearing
mines and obstacles, signposting, recovery
and stevedoring of the Rhinos. In addition
the Troop undertakes the storage of bulk
fuel and water. Naval beach unit Marines
move water and stores from ship to shore
and the Marines also handle the assault
landing craft and Rhinos.

Maintaining communications during a
landing is the special responsibility of 601
Signal Troop, the only unit of its kind in
the Royal Signals. The Troop has a Yeoman
of Signals, Staff-Sergeant C Hawkes, and
is specially trained in naval procedures.
Operationally it is capable of running three
stations ashore and one at sea.

The blistering heat of the Persian Gulf
and the very cramped living and working
conditions can make life pretty tough and
uncomfortable for the seaborne soldiers of
the Amphibious Warfare Squadron—but at
least it 18 never, never dull. ‘

RUSSELL MILLER

The Army’s

MEDALS

by Major
John Laffin

3 AFRICA GENERAL
SERVICE 1902

No fewer than 45 bars were
issued with this medal—34 in the
time of Edward VII, ten for
George V and one for Queen
Elizabeth Il. They cover a
multitude of small actions and
some major campaigns in many
parts of Africa. Probably nobody
won more than seven bars.

The obverse shows the monarch.
The reverse has a standing figure
of Britannia holding a palm branch
and scroll in her left hand and a
trident in her right. In the
exergue is the word * Africa.”
The design is the same as that for
the East and Central Africa Medal
(SOLDIER, March, 1964).

The bars are: N Nigeria, N

Nigeria 1802, N Nigeria 1803,
N Nigeria 1903—04, N Nigeria
1904, N Nigeria 1808, § Nigeria,
§ Nigeria 1902, 8 Nigeria 1902—03,
8 Nigeria 1903, 8 Nigeria 1903—04,
8 Nigeria 1904, S Nigeria 1804—05,
S Nigeria 1905, S Nigeria 19056—086,
East Africa 1902, East Africa
1904, East Africa 19056, East
Africa 1908, West Africa 1908,
West Africa 1908, West Africa
1808—10, Somaliland. 1901, Som-
aliland 1902—04, Jidballi, Somali-
land 1908—10, Uganda 1900,
BCA 1899—1900, Jubaland,
Gambia, Aro 1901—1802, Lango
1901, Kissi 1905, Nandi 1905—086,
Shimber Berris 1914—15, Nyasa-
land 1915, East Africa 1913, East
Africa 1914, East Africa 1913—14,
East Africa 1915, Jubaland 1917—
18, East Africa 1918, Nigeria 1818,
Somaliland 1920, Kenya.
All George V bars are very rare and
so are many of the Edward VII
bars. British officers and non-com-
missioned officers, often serving
with Indian regiments, were present
at all the actions, but British
regiments were mainly concerned
with the Somaliland expedition of
1902—04 and Jidballi 1904, against
the Mad Mullah. The Hampshire
Regiment was most strongly repre-
sented; 300 men were given the
Somaliland 1902—04 bar.

The 36-year period between the
first issue of the medal and the
award of the bar for Kenya in
1966—Queen Elizabeth head—
gave the medal the longest life in
British medal history. Eligibility
for the bar was a period of 91 days'
service, which makes the medal
rather more interesting than some

medals for which only 24 hours'

qualification was necessary.

The ribbon. is yellow gged with
black and with two green stripes
towards the centre.




MIDDLE EAST : 2

Soldier, sailor and airman werk side by side in the radio room sending and receiving messages from all over the Persian Gulf.

PONGOS, JACKS AND ERKS

N extraordinary situation has
Adcveloped at the Joint Commu-
nications Centre, Bahrein, which
celebrated its first birthday last month.
With soldiers, sailors and airmen working
literally side by side, it is hardly surprising
that keen rivalry has sprung up. But it will
be a shock to every Service die-hard to
learn that this friendly rivalry does not exist
between the Services, but between work
shifts—each comprising unequal numbers
of men from the Army, the Royal Navy and
Royal Air Force.

It is a living, working example of just
how integrated a unit can become and
mortal news to those pessimists who claimed
that the three Services could never be closer
together than worlds apart. Today, after a
little more than a year, the Centre has sorted
out most of its major problems and acts as
a communications base for the whole of the
Persian Gulf.

It was the Omani rebellion in 1958 which
revealed the shortcomings of the Services’
communication system in the area. Three
years later the Kuwait incident underlined
them—but by then planning had already
started to co-ordinate and improve the
system. The result was the opening in May
last year of the Joint Communications

Centre—the first peacetime organisation of
its kind.

Many months of soul-searching and
table-thumping preceded its uneasy birth,
Strong single Service opinions had to be
altered; systems and techniques that had
Jbeen declared incompatible were slowly
revised. Gradually the bitterness became
enthusiasm, criticism became advice and
vital equipment that had been “absolutely
unobtainable” appeared.

Men in the Centre took their seats a little
uneasily and felt their way somewhat
gingerly during the first few weeks but now
they feel themselves to be part of a “watch”
more than part of a Service. The four
watches which man the air-conditioned
Centre day and night guard their reputa-
tions with fervent jealousy.

Each watch fights tooth and nail to be in
the exalted position of making the least
number of mistakes in the signals passing
through its hands. A discreetly displayed
graph records the state of the struggle (and
at the same time shows how remarkably
few mistakes are made in the 1250 signals,
long and short, passing through the Centre
every day).

This kind of competition has bound the
Centre into a truly inter-Service unit. The

integrated atmosphere extends to off-duty
recreations and even these are organised in

watches. New barrack accommodation is

being built and when it is completed the
men will live together—another step in
cementing the “joint.”

On the communications side approxi-
mately half the personnel are Royal Air
Force, about 30 per cent are Army and
the remainder Royal Navy.

Messages to and from Royal Navy ships
in the Gulf, Royal Air Force airfields and
Army posts throughout the area all pass
through the Centre, handled by personnel
irrespective of Service—a soldier may be
working a ship and a sailor some far-gung
airfield. In charge of traffic is Lieutenant
Frank Taylor, Royal Signals, who also
commands the Army element, and in over-
all command of the Centre is Lieutenant-
Commander D A Jones, Royal Navy.

The major problems initially were con-
cerned with different Service procedures
and modifying them to create one commeon
system. Currently the Centre faces a diffi-
culty involving different disciplinary codes
—the Royal Navy, for example, does not
have restriction of privileges. Finding a
fair solution for all concerned is the sort of
problem that still remains to be solved.
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Dust switls from a packed earth road as men of A Company leap from gthr«-wnner wFamw of ambush drill.

. o

IN SWAZILAND

land during internal disturbances

last November, “home” for the
1st Battalion, The York and Lancaster
Regiment, has ranged from a cattle
show ground to a school with two
houses—one named York and the other
Lancaster !

But this month the Regiment is due to
move from its temporary lodgings into the
newly built St George’s Barracks at
Matsapa—the first permanent barracks in
Swaziland for British troops.

Since taking over from 1st Battalion, The
Gordon Highlanders, the “Tigers” have
been very much cut off from their homes
and the rest of the Army. It has been seven
difficult—but rewarding—months during
which, apart from their official role of

.assisting the police to keep the peace, they
have made many friends.

In the capital town of Mbabane a multi-
racial boxing club has been formed and
twice a week the Battalion boxing team
gives instruction to local Swazi boys.
Sergeant Harry Brooking, of the Corps of
Drums, has been teaching the Swazi police
band and helping its drummers to improve
their stick work.

The Regimental Band has been fantasti-
cally popular and Bandmaster Mike Sumner
and his men have played in almost every
township in the country, everywhere being
received with wild enthusiasm by the
natives, some of whom walked miles to see
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SINCE being rushed into Swazi-

them. On one occasion a Swazi who had
served in the Swazi Pioneer Battalion dur-
ing World War Two turned up for a parade
resplendent in his preciously preserved
wartime battledress, complete with medals.

Nearly 2000 miles from the nearest

¢ o
Bttt
[ B

L/€pl Mike Connel and a Swazi warrior discuss
the merits of using a glockenspiel as a shield.

ordnance depot, the Regiment faces for-
midable supply problems. Stores are either
flown in by the Royal Air Force or delivered
by sea to adjoining Mozambique. The tiny
airfield at Matsapa is manned by the Signals
Platoon and Captain Barry Smeeton, the
Regimental Signals Officer, had to step in
as airfield controller and learn the mysteries
of cloud base, airspeed and barometric
pressure.

Stores arriving by sea in Mozambique
are collected by a road convoy commanded
by the Quartermaster, Captain John
Cooper. All wearing civilian clothes and
armed with a sheaf of visas, the drivers
tackle roads of packed earth and arrive back
covered from head to foot in red dust.

With newspagers taking more than a
week to arrive from England, the Tigers
have avoided feeling too cut off by starting
their own broadcasts from the local radio
station. Tiger Radio goes on the air every
week with taped programmes of messages
and requests from England—it’s a regi-
mental “Family Favourites” which has an
ever-increasing number of listeners.

And in between work and play many of
the men have found time to give blood to
the local hospital—a gesture that is making
them even more welcome friends to the
people of Swaziland.

From a report by Captain D G Rowe,
RAEC, 1st Battalion, The York and Lan-
caster Regiment.



THAT SECOND CAREER: 5

MARTIN COTTER ;

He turned down £4000 a year

to offer an employer when he left

the Army, at least he had determin-
ation. For a month he applied for seven
jobs every day. He did not get one of
them. Aged 37, a former Regular
major without a single paper qualifi-
cation for civilian work, he frequently
found himself being interviewed by
much younger men very suspicious of
what he could offer.

Then he applied for an extraordinarily
mysterious job that invited him to a recep-
tion instead of an interview. He went along
and discovered it was a Canadian organisa-
tion recruiting potential insurance sales-
men.

I had never considered insurance before
that, imagining a miserable life with a
bicycle collecting half-crowns at front
doors. But I became interested . . .”

After several interviews and aptitude
tests, Martin Cotter was told that he had
nothing to offer the insurance company.
He was furious. “I thumped the table and
said I would do three months’ training
without pay to prove that I could do the
job.” It was just the reaction the company
wanted—he had taken his first faltering
steps into the insurance world.

The last of a long line of Irish protestant
clergy, Martin Cotter shocked his family
when he enlisted at 17 as a private into
The Royal Scots, in 1941. He got a cadet-
ship in the Indian Army and was com-
missioned into the 2nd Gurkha Rifles in
1942.

Service on the North-West Frontier, in
Burma, French Indo-China and Malaya
followed. In 1949 he joined The Royal
Irish Fusiliers and served with them in
Germany, Suez, and in Kenya fighting
against Mau-Mau. In September, 1961, he
retired at his own request and found him-
self facing a bleak, unwelcoming civilian
world.

Today, three years after the job-hunting
days, Martin Cotter is a director of a
company which last year sold £1,622,775
worth of whole life and endowment assur-
ance—this year they are hoping to sell four
times as much.

His grim determination has paid off
handsomely—recently he turned down an
offer of £4000 a year to become training
manager of a big insurance company,

He had been selling insurance for only
six months when he decided-to set up as a
broker. After a five-month survey to
establish the most suitable area to set up

IF Martin Cotter did not have much

in business, the ex-major met David
Pritchard, a former corporal in the Royal
Army Ordnance Corps, and over a lunch-
time drink the two men decided with crazy
optimism to become partners.

They started working from their own
homes and in October, 1962, set up business
with two rented rooms in Twickenham, one
girl and a telephone. Business was neither
startlingly good nor bad until the partners
decided to try out a new idea. Realising
the huge amount of business transacted in
the house mortgage field, they set up a
“mortgage broker service” and advertised
it widely.

They offered the public a free service to
arrange house mortgages—the client paid
nothing and the firm made its profit from
commission paid from whichever company
supplied the insurance or mortgage. The
result wes an immediate increase in busi-
ness.

Now the company is booming and the
ex-corporal and ex-major, as directors,
share an office in their own block in

Twickenham. They have 20 outside repre-
sentatives on the payroll and branch ;Eees -
in the City and the Midlands—one managed
by Martin Cotter’s former regimental
quartermaster-sergeant.

The ex-major often works a 12-hour day
and business has become so pressing that
he had to sell his house in Farnham and
buy a flat five minutes’ walk from his office.

Many techniques learned during his
Service career have been applied to his new
job. He is terrifically enthusiastic about
training programmes for young salesmen
and his Army public relations work has
come in very useful.

Recently, when interviewing a client
about a mortgage, he discovered by chance
that the man was formerly in The Royal
Irish Fusiliers. Martin Cotter asked him if
he recalled D Company commander in
Kenya. “I remember him,” said the man.
“He was a mad, fat devil who used to really
chase his men up and down the hills.”

“That,” replied Major Cotter drily,
“was me.”

Once Martin Cotter claimed he was
the most sales-resistant man in
the Army—now he is thinking of
writing a book about salesmanship.
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“She has a girl- /
friend, Smithy. Do /
you want to take ',

a chance on a
I

blind date!”
Ay I

“I saluted with my

¢
‘ 7/43‘"5
pipe in my hand, sir.” “I'd go through his pockets but the noise might waken him.”
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HEN British Sappers of 34 Inde-
\ g ) pendent Field Squadron, Royal
Engineers, quit Kenya this year
they will leave many monuments to
_ i 5 their engineering skill. Latest in a long
- i 3 250 : PR list of civil aid projects is a 100-mile
v : . track which cuts through the arid,
_-p g ‘ L. o i, virgin bushlands of Kenya’s North-
i - = . - - S e  East Region.
: - . Work started in January when a small
, ' s _ party of Sappers left their base at Gilgil to
' ; B0 —— b rescue a Kenya Army convoy stranded on
TN o its way to Wajir after heavy rains caused the
Habaswein causeway, over the Lorian
Swamp, to subside. Two months later the
2 . . = project had snowballed into a major, war-
gt - & - - like operation involving nearly 250 British
=N troops.
= = : Strategically important in Kenya Army
- e _ and Police security operations against
: e Shifta terrorists, Wajir was cut off by road
R < from the capital, Nairobi, and supplies had
= jbr ™ e to be flown in by the Royal Air Force,
= . o aided by 16 Company, Royal Army Service
Corps (Air Despatch). Road communica-
N tions were re-established when the rains
g Bl =~ stopped, but it was decided to abandon a
- ' : - project to repair the causeway because of
major engineering problems and the fact
that the long rains were due in two months’
time.
Commanded at first by Captain David
Pagan and later by the Squadron’s Com-
manding Officer, Major Mike Bull, the
TR Sappers set up a base camp at Dadaab, a
= 58" mud-hut trading post five milés north of
J ¢ il - the Equator which was evacuated last
December because of Shifta attacks. The
camp’s nearest contact with civilisation was
a small Kenya Army and Police control
post at Garissa, 70 miles away.
Following a compass bearing of “due

<« A road grader, guarded by a Ferret,
working on Kenya’s Sapper-built
“ML.” This view was taken from the
stretcher pod of an Army Alouette.

Men of 1st Battalion, The Stafford-
shire Regiment, one of several units
guarding the road-builders against
possible attacks by gangs of Shifta.




north” a small party of Sappers, com-
manded by Captain Peter Kavanagh, bull-
dozed its way at the rate of five miles a day
through one of Africa’s most remote
regions, an area visited by few white men
and where water is the most precious
commodity.

As the distance between the working
party and the base camp increased, supply
convoys of food and water had to be laid
on every three days. Conditions were the
hardest the Sappers had faced in Kenya.
Mid-day temperatures soared to 120
degrees Fahrenheit and the whole route
was overgrown with thorns capable of
puncturing a brand new, three-ton lorry
tyre. Four members of the party, including
Captain Kavanagh, had to be.treated for
snake bites.

As the party came within sight of Wajir
the threat of Shifta attacks became more
imminent. On one day a British regional
government agent and an African tribal
policeman were killed by a gang of 40
Shifta only a few miles from the Sappers’
camp—the agent was the third Briton to
be murdered in the region within two
months.

Thirty-seven days after they started their
task, the road-builders, aided by Kenya
Ministry of Works personnel and African
labourers, began the journey back to
Dadaab, grading and “tidying up” the road
as they went.

Meanwhile the majority of the Squadron
was employed near the base camp in
building a new causeway over the swamp.
Originally it was intended to make this of
murram (hard-packed earth) but a surveying
party was lucky enough to find an outcrop
of rock. Using about 4500 Ib of explosive
the Sappers blasted more than 10,000 tons
of rock for the two-mile-long, six-foot-high
causeway.

Working 24-hour shifts, the Sappers and
their African assistants were guarded by
elements of 3rd Light Regiment, Royal
Horse Artillery, and 1st Battalion, The
Staffordshire Regiment, as well as men
from the Squadron’s own strength. The
2nd Battalion, Scots Guards, and the Staf-
fords provided the armed escorts for the
weekly supply convoys of 6o Company,
Royal Army Service Corps, vehicles which
travelled 400 miles from Army head-
quarters in . Nairobi. Urgent stores and
spares were flown in by the Royal Air Force.

A helicopter from 8 Independent Recce
Flight, Army Air Corps, was used for aerial
reconnaissance and 24 Ordnance Field
Park, Royal Army Ordnance Corps, organ-
ised supplies of stores and equipment. Vital

radio links ‘were provided by 210 Signal
Squadron and the Royal Army Medical
Corps dealt with casualties among British
troops and African workmen, including
scorpion stings and snake bites.

At the beginning of the scheme, guards
were provided by the Kenya Army, but as
anti-Shifta operations in the area were
stepped up they were later deployed else-
where. On one occasion a group of visitors
to Kenya, a party of Royal Marine Com-
mandos, volunteered to escort the supply
convoy.

Though full of praise for his own men,
Major Bull said, when the job was finished:
“Just as much credit must go to those who
supported us, in particular personnel of the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
who, on many occasions, worked through-
out the night repairing plant and equip-
ment for the next day’s operations.”

When the security situation in the North-
East Region cools down the Sapper-built
road will be of major benefit to civilian
road transport between Nairobi and Wajir.
It will reduce the mileage between the
capital and the Region’s administrative
centre and probably provide a much drier
route than the present journey via Isiolo.

By Alan § Forshaw, Army Public Rela-
tions, Kenya.

A few of the many “aid to Kenya” projects,in
which British Sappers of 34 Independent Field
Squadron, Royal Engineers, have been involved,
besides flood and famine relief operations, are:

September, 1962 All-weather airstrip at Garrisa.
November, 1962 60 miles of track for security
operations in Turkana territory.
A bridge over the River Melawa,
of benefit to farmers and esti-
mated to last 200 years.

March, 1962

May, 1963 Erection of climbers’ hut 15,500
ft up Kilimanjaro for Kenya
Qutward Bound School.

May, 1963 Assisting Nairobi City Council

with repairs to breaks in water
pipes at Sasumua Dam.
Helping the Game Department
to conserve the Harters harte-
beest in the Bura Region.
Assisting the Kenya Govern-
ment and United Nations to
discover the source of Lake
Chala.
February, 1964 Blasting dangerous rocks over-
hanging a railway line.

October, 1963

Qctober, 1963

-

These projects are in addition to the many
military jobs undertaken by the Squadron during
Army exercises such as roads, bridges and air-
fields, of benefit to the civilian population once
the exercises were over.

SERVING THE SOLDIER

G REGULAR FORCES
EMPLOYMENT
ASSOCIATION

LOOMING large in the mind

of every soldier nearing the

end of his service is the nag-
ging worry of finding a civilian
job and making a go of it.

After 20-odd years of soldiering
what man isn’t apprehensive of the
future ? The National Association for
Employment of Regular Sailors, Sol-
diers and Airmen exists to allay these
natural fears and find suitable civilian
jobs for Servicemen and women.

Established in 1885, the Association
is based in London and has 49 branch
offices throughout the country. From
these offices more than 50 professional
“job-finders” cover the United King-
dom looking for vacancies and recom-
mending to employers suitable ex-
Servicemen and women of all trades
and qualifications.

These job-finders, all ex-Regulars,
pride themselves in placing the right
man in the right job and have built
up an immense amount of detailed
local knowledge of employment va-
cancies throughout the country.

Their job is never one of bulk
placings. Every man who sees them
is treated as an individual and his
qualifications and wishes (in many
cases Servicemen want a complete
change from their formér work) are
taken into account to find him the
best possible job.

The Association has always felt a
special responsibility towards long-
service men and women. Service
pensioners, particularly from non-
technical branches, fear unemploy-
ment the most. But it is completely
unwarranted for the Association has
an outstanding record of success in
finding first-class jobs for the older
man. .

In fact statistics show that it is
slightly easier to place the long-
service man, a measure of the confi-
dence employers have in the relia-
bility and experience of older Regulars.

The Regular Forces Employment
Association last year found jobs for
5237 soldiers despite the worst
national employment situation for
many years. Of the 2331 Service
pensioners who applied for jobs, 2043
were placed.

Supported entirely by regimental
associations and other Service funds,
the Association takes no fees from
applicants or employers. Further
details can be obtained from the head
office at 4 Buckingham Palace Man-
sions, Buckingham Palace Road, Lon-
don SW1.
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On Sherman tanks fitted with canvas screens to
keep them afloat the Regiment was hoping to swim
ashore on D Day—but the sea was too rough,

It was the first year of World War One and the
British were in full retreat. The remnants of the 4th
Royal Irish Dragoon Guards gathered near St Quentin
where two squadrons under Major Tom Bridges were
ordered to hold off the Germans and cover the retreat.

When it appeared the Infantry had moved out,
Major Bridges’' small force began to retire through
the town. But hundreds of Infantry had not gone—
dispirited and utterly exhausted they filled the town
square and seemed incapable of further marching
even when warned that no British soldiers would be
lett there alive.

Then Bridges (later to become a Lieutenant-
General and Governor of South Australia) had a
brilliant idea. He got a tin whistle and a drum from
a nearby toy shop and, with his trumpeter, marched
round and round the fountain, where men were lying
like the dead, playing “The British Grenadiers” and
““Tipperary.” Slowly men pulled themselves to their
feet and formed up. By midnight, the whole party—
400 strong—had marched out.
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the proud boast of the 4th/7th

Royal Dragoon Guards, the First
and Last Regiment. In two world wars
the Regiment earned its title at no
small cost in human life. But it was a
price it was prepared to pay—just as
its forbears had paid more than 200
years before.

The 4th Royal Irish Dragoon Guards
were raised in 1685 by order of King
James II. In 1688 Lord Devonshire was
commissioned by William of Orange to

FIRST into battle, last out—this is

* raise a regiment of horse—it later became

the 7th (Princess Royal’s) Dragoon Guards.
The paths of the two regiments were due
to cross many times before their amalgama-
tion 1n 1922,

An early reference to the Regiment was
in 1736 when a Dublin newspaper reported :
“Last Friday the Squadron of the Royal
Irish Dragoons lying here marched and left
us with the extraordinary circumstance—
they owed no money.”

While the 4th were in Ireland the 7th
greatly distinguished themselves with Marl-
borough during the War of the Spanish
Succession. When in 1704 they started their
march to the Danube an officer recorded:
“. . . at least two hundred ladies came to
see us on the march, some of them very
much handsomer than we expected.”

At the Battle of Blenheim the Regiment
formed one of the three squadrons of horse
which advanced in full view of both armies
across a river and up a gently rising plain
to where 40 squadrons of French Cavalry
stood dumbfounded. When the French

YOUR REGIMENT
4TH/7TH ROYAL
DRAGOON GUARDS

FIRST IN,
LAST OUT

marshal ordered his troops to cut the
British to pieces, the two sides clashed and
fought hand to hand, horse to horse, until
the blue-coated French Cavalry suddenly
turned and fled.

Hardly had the victorious British squad-
rons got their breath back when they were
ordered to charge eight more French
squadrons with their swords still red with
blood.

During the Crimean War the 4th formed
part of the famous Heavy Brigade which
successfully about-charged and routed 3500
sabres of Russian Cavalry in their rear. In
1882 the two regiments served in the same
brigade in Egypt fighting rebels who were
threatening the Suez Canal.

At the start of World War One, Corporal
Thomas, of the 4th, fired the first shot of
the war for the British Army. Two troops
followed up the shots, led by Captain
Hornby who became the first British officer
to draw blood with his sword. In the first
five months of the war the names of enough
officers and men a;ppearcd on the 4th’s
regimental roll to form more than three
complete regiments.

In July, 1916, the 7th made the first




Far left: C Squadron moving up alongside Infantry in the drive towards Goch during World War Two.

" ey

Left: The cap badge of the 4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards is derived mainly from the badge of the 4th.

Above: A Sherman crossing the Seine at Vernon—the Regiment was the first British armour across.

Cavalry advance since the start of trench
warfare.

Gunners, Infantry and returning wound-
ed gave them a cheer as they went
forward across the blackened, shell-torn
ground. As they came under machine-gun
fire, the leading troop charged the machine-
gunners with their lances, killing 15.

At the end of the war, a few hours before
the Armistice was due to start, a squadron
of the 7th was ordered to sieze a bridge at
the village of Lessines. Within an hour the
squadron had secured the bridge and cap-
tured 104 men after galloping ten miles and
dealing with a machine-gun nest on the
way. The 4th, after firing the first shot of
the war, became the first regiment of the
British occupation army to cross the
Rhine.

After 1918 the two regiments went their
separate ways for a short time until 1922
in India when they were amalgamated to
form the 4th/7th Dragoon Guards. Four-
teen years later King Edward VIII re-
granted the “Royal” title to the Regiment.

In 1938 the Regiment held its last
mounted parade and began mechanised
training. The following year it mobilised
for war and was one of the first regiments
to land in France with the British Expedi-
tionary Force.

The 4th/7th did not have long to wait
before their new fighting techniques were
put to the test. In the three weeks of des-
perate fighting before Dunkirk the Regi-
ment earned world-wide fame and was
among the last to leave the beaches after
destroying its tanks.

Four years later its waterproofed tanks
were the first ashore in Normandy on
D-Day.

In the following months the Regi-
ment was hardly out of battle long enough
to maintain its tanks and snatch a little rest.

The first British armour across the Seine,
the 4th/7th broke out from the Vernon
bridgehead, led the rescue column to
Arnhem and finished the war fighting side
by side with men of the famous 51st High-
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land Division—the last British troops to be
in action against the Germans,

Since the war the 4th/7th have served in
Palestine, North Africa, Germany and at
home. '

Currently they are equipped with
Centurions and stationed at Munster in
Germany, where this month they will be
entertaining a party of about 100 .old

«comrades for a nostalgic weekend of first

and last reminiscences.

At the Battle of Dettingen in 1743 the Tth charged and cut a way through the
French Cavalry although regiments on their flanks were being forced back.
In the thick of the fray young Cornet Richardson held the Tth's standard aloft

despite 37 sabre cuts. Asked after the battle how he
standard, he replied: “If thcwoodo:'unmndml had

have been cut off.” The standard is now

g
:
:
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Lefd., right and

the age of seven, he is an honerary corporal in his local Territorial Army unit.

But unless a miracle operation can change his life, Bruce’s ambition will never

be fulfilled. For he was born with a hole in his heart and his parents, Bill and Sheila

Crempton, of Hornchurch, Essex, are still waiting to hear whether he is fit enough
even to have an operation.

Meanwhile Bruce soldiers on. The men of Headquarters, 54th (East Anglia) Division/
District Column, Royal Army Service Corps, at Upminster, have adopted him as their
mascot and taken him to their hearts.

He went on parade with them on Armistice Day last year, was guest of honour at
their Christmas party and is due to go with them on summer camp to Devon. His
birthday, in February, was one of the biggest days at the drill hall for menths. For
the occasion Bruce was kitted out in a tiny uniform and promoted to full corporal.

Now he parades at the drill hall once a week, with his Mum, and usually earns
himself a ride home in a three-tonner. Said Mrs. Crompton: “Bruce just lives for the
Army and his visits to the drill hall. As far as he is concerned it’s just a matter of
time before he is a general. After his first visit to the drill hall we couldn’t get him to
take his beret off when he went to bed.”

Ll’ITLE Bruce Crompton’s one ambition is to become a general and already, at

o

St George of England, a
new ten-ton ocean racing
yacht built of fibre-glass,
has been added to the
fleet of the Royal Army
Service Corps Yacht Club.
Launched recently at Gos-
port, Hampshire, the five-
berth yacht cost £5300, of
which £2250 was donated
by the Nuffield Trust. She
has already been entered
for five races this year.

The Crown Prince of Nepal, Birendra Bir Bikram Sha Deva,
suitably dressed in a borrowed tank suit, clambers from
the turret of a Centurion on the tank range at Tidworth
while visiting the 5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards.

BRITISH MILITARIA
A unique opportunity to obtain full dress tunics of the British Army. Original Issue, unworn, | -
late condition complete with crested buttons. Pre-1914, 4 £ o
Blue tunics. ASCand AOC _. __  _
Scarlet tunics, Infantry of the Line __ 5
Original blue trousers, red stripe. New. Pre-1914
Collector's items. A few very fine used B
with shoulder shells
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Scarlet cavairy tunics, Dragoons, Lancers, ste.
Blue tunics, Royal Artillery, red & yellow collars

et Scottish doublets, yellow and blue collars e - o ks
Plaid brooches, pre-1914. H.L.I. £6. Black Watch £5. Chased thistie surround,
stone centre, plated £2 10. Cavairy sword belts, whits with brass fasteners, £1
Cash with orders, packing and postages free U.K. only.

J. A. MORRISON (Firearms) Ltd., 153, Scraptoft Lane, Leicester, England.
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London’s TOP Fashion House and Leading
Postal Tailors make

SUPER MODERN SUITS

See the fabulous “Top-Ten” and other
terrific styles, see the wonderful cloths . . .
so NEW—so GOOD.

Most Suits only £1 down.
FREE Fashion Guide

Mens Wear Brochure
Cloth Samples

Send NOW. No need for letter—Just Name
and Address. Servicemen welcome. -

MEN'S FASHION CENTRE (Dept. 5.56)
273 Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.I,
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Quarantine . vou rerumminG 1o ux:

An efficient and frler‘l‘d’lr service for your pet by return of
post. Our resident staff of animal lovers are at your disposal,
and visiting is welcomed. lllustrated brochures. Approved
Carrying Agency, Import and Export to all parts. Enquiries.

PETS COUNTRY CLUB, CAESAR'S CAMP KENNELS LTD.
Crete Road West, Folkestone, Kent
Phone: Hawkinge 250 Telegraphic address: Quarantine Folkestone
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A donkey supply train—one of the oldest forms of transportation in the world—moves off from the Nicosia area of Cyprus. But this graphic picture is not
as peaceful as it looks—the donkeys are carrying ammunition and supplies to Greek Cypriot irregulars who have taken up fighting positions in the hills,

When Finchley Council
in London wanted a
100-foot chimney de-
molished, they found
the Territorial Army
only too happy to
oblige. Forty men from
101 Corps Engineer
Regiment, Territorial
Army, spent three hours
placing more than 44
Ibs of explosives in the
base of the chimney
and the unit’s newest
recruit, Sapper Michael
Comerford, aged 19,
pressed the plunger,
toppling the chimney
with a thunderous roar.

Four soldiers serving with the Federal Regular Army
in the Aden Protectorate have been decorated by the
Federal Government for their services. Lieutenant-
Colonel H E R Watson (The Royal Sussex Regiment),
Lieutenant-Colonel H ] W Newton (1st Green Jackets)
and Major T C V Todd (The King’s Own Royal Border
Regiment) have all been made Officers of the Order
of South Arabia and Sergeant Stanley Kelly, Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, was. awarded
the Medal of the Order of South Arabia. Major Todd
(pictured left with Colonel Watson) is the Army’s
chief instructor and one of the few men who can
speak and write Arabic fluently—he learned it from
German books while a prisoner in World War Two.

At a recent ceremony in London
four members of the Netherlands
Women’s Army presented a charter
to Brigadier Dame Jean Rivett-
Drake, Director of the Women’s
Royal Army Corps, to commemorate
the help given by the ATS to the
Dutch women during the war, Their
army was formed in London 20 years
ago. Dutch girls were trained by
British ATS before working on Red
Cross duties in their native Holland.

Service cooks required for Summer Camps
JUNE, JULY, and AUGUST

The Police Service in the Midlands

. . . offers a career to all ex-Service-
men, with security for the future, and
opportunities for promotion.

Excellent rates of pay, fares paid

Box No. J.1. “Soldier ” Combined Service
Publications Ltd., 67/68 Jermyn Street, London, S.W.1.

Constable’s pay: £635 to £1,030 per annum.
Generous leave and allowances. 44-hour
week. Pension after 25 years. Facilities for
sport and recreation.

IF YOU WANT A GOOD JOB
WHEN YOU LEAVE THE SERVICE

We Can Help

write to: BCM/SEARCHER, LONDON W.C.I.
. Sfor further details

If you are.between 19 and 30 years of age,
not less than 5° 8” in height without foot-
wear, of good health and character, write
for full details to.

The Hon. Secretary, No. 4 District Recruiting Board,
Police Headquarters, Newton Street, Birmingham 4
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Find out about Army life from -

the men who know!

‘Yes, as a married man, living in Army
accommodation, | think the money's
good,’ says L/Cpl. Roger Garrett, 26, from
Streatham. ‘And, for a single man, all your pay's
virtually pocket money. Then, it's an exciting
life. I've seen action in Cyprus and Jordan, and
we keep pretty fit all the time—what with
exercises, parachuting and sport. I'm in the
regimental swimming team. There's a terrific
reputation for fitness with the Red Devils.’

‘l like the companionship,’ says Pte.
Charles Clark, 19, from Glenrothes. ‘| joined
the Army for the money and the lodging, but
now | really enjoy parachuting. There wasn't
much "bull” on training and since then there's
been none at all. I've been on exercise in the
Mediterranean ; | liked that, it was good to see
the sunshine. Another thing, the Army always
looks after you if you're in any difficulty.’

‘My job in civvy street was just boring,”
says Pte. John Lindsay, 23, from Methil, ‘so | |
joined the Army. The pay's good. The discipline
of initial training didn't worry me. I'd advise my
younger brother to join. It's secure and | enjoy
the life—it's tough but exciting and different.
I've travelled to Norway and Cyprus and I've
gone up the Seine to Paris in a canoe—that was
fun. The Army broadens the mind and you've
always got your mates to look after you.’

GET THE FACTS
ABOUTLIFE IN
TODAY'’S ARMY'!

ADDRESS

I NAME
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Please send me a tree booklet about Life in the Regular Army

(APPLICANTS MUST BE RESIDENT IN THE U.K.)

ARMY CAREERS DEPARTMENT, M P 6(A), LANSDOWNE HOUSE. BERKELEY SQUARE, LONDON W.1
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I Get full details at your local Army Information Office.
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KENTISH CUP
COMES HOME

soccer team gave one of its finest

displays ever seen in the Kentish
Cup triangular tournament in beating
the all-professional French Armed
Forces team to win the trophy after a
lapse of three years.

The Army’s 4-3 victory at Aldershot was
ample revenge for an 8-o defeat suffered
last year in the same fixture at Cherbourg,
and all the more impressive against a
French team which included three “under-
23” and two full internationals.

It was a fine, hard-fought game which
provided a spectacular finish when, with
only three minutes to time, the French
scored twice in a minute and almost pulled
the game out of the fire.

Leading by two goals to one at half time,
the British fought a gallant rear-guard
action in the second half against the wind
and scored the last two goals from surprise
break-aways.

The defence played magnificently with
Corporal Andy Thompson, a tower of
strength at centre-half and Private Johnny
-Bateson making a series of magnificent
saves in goal.

But the Army’s real hero was Lance-
Corporal Alan Butcher. A last minute sub-
stitute at centre-forward, he kept the attack
going with good distribution to both wings
and scored the vital second and third goals.
Before this the French had taken the lead
after 15 minutes’ play and Lance-Sergeant
Tony Melling had equalised with a neat
goal taken on the right with his left foot to
deceive the goalkeeper.

The crashing finale produced three goals
in the last quarter of an hour. Lance-
Corporal Tony Forrester sent over a long,
high centre which passed over the goal-

THE British Army’s all-amateur

Above: It's there! L/Cpl A
Butcher scores the second
goal for the British Army.

Right: The French goalkeeper
dives on to the ball at the
feet of two opposing players.

keeper’s head and went in off the far
upright. With a lead of 4-1, the British
eased off and the French rapped in two
quickfire goals, almost snatching the draw
they needed to retain the trophy.

But they were unable to get that final

goal and the cup came back to Britain for
only the second time in 13 years. In the
previous matches of the tournament the
British drew 2-2 with Belgium at Brussels
and the French beat the Belgians in Paris

3-1.

Green Jackets Are

Capt J Nelson (top) battling with 2nd/Lt T C
Kingham in the Army inter-unit UK squash final.

Squash Champions

new SOLDIER trophy—the maga-

zine has now presented 11 trophies

for Army sporting events—was won
by the 2nd Green Jackets, The King’s
Royal Rifle Corps, in the first final of the
Army’s United Kingdom inter - unit
squash competition, held at the Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst.

The Green Jackets defeated the School of
Artillery, Larkhill, by three rubbers to two
in a closely fought match in which the
Gunners scored ten games to nine.

Major-General P G Turpin, President of
the Army Squash Rackets Association,
presented the SOLDIER rosebowl to the
Green Jackets’ captain, Lieutenant M L
Dunning, and individual trophies to each
member of the winning team.

Results (Green Jackets’ names first): Capt
J R E Nelson lost to 2/Lieut T C Kingham
6-9, 5-9, 3-9; Maj P M Welsh beat Capt D D
Phipps 9-1, 1-9, 9-4, 6-9, 9-5; Capt I H
McCausland beat Maj T H Winterton 6-9,
7-9, 9-1I, 9-5, 9-6; Lieut M L Dunning beat
Maj M Maynard 9-3, 9-3, 9-3; Capt GB C
Hopton lost to Lieut-Col D A Low 6-9, 5-9,

7-9-

Earlier round results—Quarter-final: School
of Artillery 5, School of Signals 0. Semi-finals:
School of Artillery 5, 1st Battalion, The
Devonshire and Dorset Regiment o0; 2nd
Green Jackets 5, 17 Training Regiment,
Royal Artillery o.
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SPORT

continued

THE LONG, LONG FINAL

FTER three-and-a-half hours’ foot-
ball, 16 Para Royal Army Ordnance
Corps/Royal Electrical and Mech-
anical Engineers became the first minor
unit ever to win the Army Soccer Cup.

With just 14 players available from a total
strength of less than 100 men, they forced a
draw against 13th/18th Royal Hussars despite
extra time in the final at Aldershot.

In the replay the following day the Paras
finally scored the winning goal after more
than three hours’ play and carried off the
Cup with a 2-1 victory.

In the original match the Hussars twice
took the lead through Troopers Mike Foy
and Ken Buckingham but twice the Paras
equalised with a cross-shot from Craftsman
John McRobie and a header from Craftsman

F Shears only seven minutes from the end.
The following day the Hussars were handi-
capped by fielding three reserves because of
injuries. They scored first with a goal in the
sixth minute by Buckingham but their lead
was short lived, Sergeant J. Wigley equalising
with a header 11 minutes later.
The winning goal came in the 6oth minute
from Shears after a fine run by McRobie.
While the Para team were playing off six
cup-ties and winning the Aldershot District
Cup and the Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers Junior Craftsmen’s Cup, their
fellow-soldiers were working overtime in
Cyprus to keep the footballers in England.
After the final the team flew off to join the
rest of the unit in Cyprus, well satisfied with
making Army soccer history.

Both teams pack the Hussars’ goal area after a corner kick in the second half of the final.

Lance-Corporal Bill Milne, 9 Sig-
nal Regiment, Royal Signals, set
up a new course record at
Episkopi when he won the
Cyprus Royal Signals Golf Cham-
pionship for the second year in
succession. A 26-year-old orderly
room clerk, he already held the
Army (Cyprus) and All-Island
titles. He started playing golf at
the age of 12 and now boasts a
formidable handicap of twoe.

Married Families

MAIL ORDER

Direct from the UK

[]H

The unique opportunity of purchasing goods direct from

L

the UK is now offered to Service Families abroad.
Clothing, footwear, bedding drapery, furniture and
household goods of every kind including radios and all
domestic electricals. All the well-known Brand names.
Everything you need offered on a cash or credit basis
at the most competitive prices. No “red-tape”. Just

a direct to customer service which no one else offers.

Bank with |

New Spring/Summer Catalogue just out with all the latest
fashions.

Send for this fully illustrated colour catalogue to

DEPT.S/64 3,

1 HENRY WIGFALL & SON LTD.,, AVENUE ROAD,
WHITTINGTON MOOR, CHESTERFIELD, DERBYSHIRE.

Fill in the coupon below and send NOW!

. the experts with |
the friendly approach

NATIONAL PROVINCIAL BANK LIMITED

Please send me without obligation your new Spring/Summer Catalogue.
Name
Husband's Name Rank No.

Address

Henry Wigfall & Son Ltd., Dept. §/54/3, A Road, Whitti Moor,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire. R PSS S e
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Folklore, an ocean-going yacht seen here sailing
out of Marsamuscetto Creek in Malta crewed
by soldiers from the Garrison Sailing Club,
recently won an inter-Service race from Malta to
Sicily. She is one of two Folk boats belonging teo
the Club which regularly take part in Med-
iterranean passage races between the two islands.

SPORTS SHORTS

BOXING

For the first time since the war no Service-
men won titles at the Amateur Boxing
Association Championships, held at Wembley
Pool, London. Private Brian Robertson, the
Royal Scots heavyweight, was the only
soldier to reach the finals and was defeated
on points. In the semi-final he knocked out
his opponent in the first round.

_ SOCCER

After leading 4-o at half-time, the 7th
Battalion, The Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers, scored a runaway victory in the
Territorial Army soccer cup final, defeating
the Suffolk and Cambridgeshire Regiment by
nine clear goals at Edinburgh.

MODERN PENTATHLON

British, Inter-Services and Army champion
Lance-Corporal Jim Fox, Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers, led the British
contingent to finish 13th in an international
modern pentathlon competition at Budapest
which was won by the world champion,
A Balezo. Lieutenant M Howe, The Para-
chute Regiment, was 19th, Lance-Corporal
M Thomas, The Royal Hampshire Regiment,
25th, and Caprain R Tuck, Royal Marines,
finished 36th. The British team was fourth
in the overall team placings.

SAILING

After a promising start in a gusty wind the
Army finished last after two days’ sailing in
the inter-Service dinghy team races held at
Littleton Lake, Middlesex. The Army did
well in the first few races but gradually

dropped behind in the rest of the regatta,
The Royal Navy won, followed by the Civil
Service, the Royal Air Force and the Army.

SHOOTING

The 1st Cadet Battalion, The Queen’s
Royal Surrey Regiment, won eight of the nine
trophies at a two-day meeting of the Surrey
County Cadet Force held at Bisley. The
remaining trophy was taken by the 2nd
Battalion. During recent years it has usually
been a close battle between the 1st and sth
Battalions, but this year the 1st Battalion had
it all its own way with Company Sergeant-
Major D Smith winning all three individual
trophies.

The 2nd/1oth Gurkha Rifles and the Green
Jackets between them made a clean sweep
of all seven principal matches in the Army
Rifle Association’s non-central competitions.
The Gurkhas won five matches and were
second in four and the Green Jackets, besides
winning two main matches and being second
in two others, also won the Duke of Con-
naught Cup and the Revolver Cup.

British Olympic hope Captain ]I.mu
Templer, Royal Artillery, riding his nine-
year-old bay gelding M’Lord Connolly, won
the Great Badminton Championship at the
three-day horse trials at Badminton. Second
place was taken by Lieutenant Jeremy Smith-
Bingham, Royal Horse Guards, on his 11-
year-old, By Golly. Captain Templer, Euro-
pean champion in 1962, clinched the victory
with a clear round in the final show-jumping
phase.

HILLMA

¥ today’s top value in motoring!

9¢ LOOK WHAT YOU: GET

MINX
DE LUXE

POST
THIS
COUPON
TO-DAY

Please send me further details of the
Hillman Minx de Luxe Saloon.
NAME & RANK .........iocciiseninnsisnsan
UNIT ADDRESS ..oovovovonsiasnnsnnns

ROOTES LTD.

steering. Convenient4-dooraccess.

Padded facia.

SALOON

POSTED OVERSEASP Members of Her Majesty's Forces posted
overseas are able to purchase at generous tax-free rates,
which allow up to six months motoring in the U.K.

Overseas Retail Dept.,
Piccadilly, London W.1
Tel: GROsvenor 3401..

Low sleek lines. Light, positive

Luxury comfort. Individual
front seats. Easy handling.
Firm roadholding. No
greasing points. Routine
servicing every 3000 miles.
PLUS Front and rear
parcel shelves. Lockable
glove box. Headlamp flasher.
Fresh air ventilation
system. Twin sun visors.

Military Sales Dept,,
4, Dusseldorf, Postfachs 6823.

l ROOTES AUTOS (Deutschiand) GmbH.,
Tel: 81641,
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Overseas? Gash in on it!
Take a VIVA for only £436

Special P.T. exemption saves you
over £90 on a Vauxhall Viva if you're
being posted abroad, or are returning
to the U.K. for reposting_overseas.
For your £436 you get the best car in
its class: best performance (73 m.p.h.
in third, over 80 in top), most pas-
senger space, lightest steering effort,
sports-type all synchro gear change,
‘unique roll-control suspension,
30,000-mile lubrication,and the tough-
est exterior finish of all : Magic Mirror
acrylic lacquer and underbody seal
to make your Viva weatherproof in
any climate.

See yaqur Vauxhall dealer about a test
drive. Or get in touch with Vauxhall
Motors Ltd, Overseas Delivery Centre,
Wardour Street, London W.1. (Tele-
phone GERrard 4343.) They'll tell you
about the special-advantage terms
for the Services.

In Western Germany contact these
appointed Vauxhall dealers :

BIELEFELD

Neotechnik Gothe & Prior, Herforderstrasse, 110/114, 48 Bielefeld
KOLN-BICKENDORF

Breuer-Automobile, Feltenstrasse 23, 4 KéIn-Bickendorf
MONCHENGLADBACH RHEINDAHLEN

Egbert Menke, Erkelenzerstrasse 8, 405 Ménchengladbach,
Rheindahlen 1 f

SANDALS

Light, flexible sandals
with the real shoe
fit

Clarks Children's
Sandals are
fitted for
length, width
and girth on
their famous
Footgauge

JOYANCE 19/11 - 36/11
Colours: Brown Grain
Side or.in Cherry Red
Side.

Infants 6 - Teens 8
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A home which is:

An ever available
| U.K. Base between Over-

seas Postings. Ready and waiting
for you and your family when = s
you leave the Service. = =2 e VR
e = Ao g~

CLEMENTS, COTTER & PARTNERS’ H.M. FORCES’ HOUSE
PURCHASE PLANS WILL GIVE YOU :
90(3/0 :::tgngu after one

I w% After two years.

House Purchase. Our plans have
helped many servi to protect
themselves against the rising cost
of houses and the difficulty of

obtaining a house at all when they

lwcy Plus legal costs after re-enter civilian life.

() three years, increasing .

by 19, each additional year there- THESE CONTRACTS ARE
after. GUARANTEED, THEY ALSO:

Clements, Cotter & Partners’ new
ideas in this field have been of great
interest and financial value to many
people considering

SAVE YOU MONEY
INCREASE YOUR CAPITAL
PROTECT YOUR FAMILY
REDUCE YOUR TAX

Clements Cotter & Partner

36/40 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. Tel.: FOM!mvl 8082
The Gate House, Cliffords Inn, London, E.C.4. Tel.: CHAncery 1339
8 The Crescent, Minories, London, E.C.3. Tel.: ROYal 1846

| would like, without obligation, further details of your H.M. Forces' Deferred
House Purchase Contracts:

Rank and Name

]
l Address

Tel. Na. Income Age . (9
—---------------




AVE you a photograph of your
Hunit’s last exercise? Or a snap of

your friends on duty? Or a
picture of your commanding officer
and the sergeant-major getting down
to work? Or a shot of your last parade?
Or in fact any picture of YOUR UNIT
AT WORK? They can earn you a few
pounds extra pocket money in this
month’s competition.

SOLDIER wants to see your photo-
graphs of the Army at work. They can be
taken on exercises, in offices, on parade
grounds, in or under vehicles . . . anywhere
that shows the work you are doing,

Send them to reach SOLDIER’s London
office by Monday, 24 August. They will be
judged by experts of a London photographic
school and the prizewinning pictures, with
a full list of the winners, will appear in the
October issue.

Don’t forget to read the rules before
posting and remember that entries will not
be judged solely on technical excellence.

These are the Prizes

oW -

In addition we will give one-year subscriptions to
th:‘ three best non-prizewinning entries from junior
soldiers.

HOW OBSERVANF
ARE YOU @

£10 in cash
£5 in cash
£3 in cash
£2 in cash

Three recently published books and a 12
months' free subscription to SOLDIER

A 12 months’ free subscription to SOLDIER

SO ENRRRNRNERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRDIRRRS

COMPETITION 75 |

RULES
1 Entries must be sent in a sealed envelope
to:
The Editor (Comp 73),
SOLDIER,
433 Holloway Road,
LONDON N7.

2 Competitors may submit any number of
entries but each must be accompanied by the
“Competition 73" label printed on this page.

3 Prints only (colour or black and white) may
be submitted ; negatives and transparencies cannot
be considered.

3 Competitors must state type of camera used
and, if possible, film, aperture and speed.

5 All prints submitted must have the name
and address of the sender on the reverse to facili-
tate return, if required.

6 Entries will be judged on artistic composi-
tion and spontaneity—technical excellence will
not be a deciding factor. The School of Photo-
graphy at Regent Street Polytechnic College in
London will judge the entries.

7 The Editor of SOLDIER reserves the right
to reproduce any photograph submitted.

These two pictures look alike, but they vary in tem minor
details. If you cannot detect the differences, see page 36.
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Things may be cushy now, with free grub, gear, leave, quarters and all the
other perks of a Regular’s life. But what happens when demob rolls up?
In Civvy Street you've got to pay for the lot—and that’s very different!

Sensible saving is the answer, especially when you've a family to think of
and a house to buy someday. By starting saving now with Liverpool Invest-
ment Building Society you can take care of the future. L.I.B.S. adds a generous
interest to the money you save, Income Tax paid. When you do start thinking
about your own house, your L.I.B.S. savings could pay the deposit and
help get you priority for a mortgage and also pay premiums for Life Assurance
cover.

Ask your Unit Paymaster for leaflets explaining the *“Save While You Serve”
Scheme for saving with a Building Society, and while you're at it, why not fill
in the coupon below and send off for L.I.B.S. leafiets as well ?

Head Office: Investment Buildings, Lord Street, Liverpool, 2.
Glasgow Office: 102 St. Vincent Street, C.2.
London Office: Lincoln House, High Holborn, W.C.2.
Imsurance Brokers: Albert E. Priest & Co. Ltd., 55-57 High Holborn, W.C.1.
Member of the Building Societies’ Association
I —. T S — —

Please send me full details and literature about

I your mvestment terms I
LIVERPOOL I ArMy no. RANK
l NAME hE s
BUILDING SOCIETY |
' UNIT
]

2
I
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Being posted to Germany?

own a new Mercedes -Benz
or Auto-Union /DKW

[TAX & DUTY FREE

LETTERS

Just Thanks |

HOPE SOLDIER will find space to publish this letter of
Ithanks and appreciation. I have just left the Army on com~ |

pletion of over 30 years’ service. After giving three months’
notice everything went perfectly smoothly, and my grateful
thanks go to HQ Colchester Garrison, Records Office, Pay
Office, Pensions Office and anyone else I may have inadver-
tently missed. |

And there are many others to thank for much during my service.
My wish to see as much of the world as possible was fulfilled, many (
applications were granted and much help was given me by my officers
even after many years away from the Regiment in Germany, West
Africa, Singapore and Cyprus.

The Army took me in when I was living on a shoestring. Now I
live very comfortably, owning my own home and car, and I have a
good job as a security officer, one which I could not have obtained
had I stayed a civilian. I owe a lot of people many thanks, not only
for making my life in the Army so well worthwhile, but also for the
training I received while serving which made the transition from
Army to civilian life so much easier, g

My eldest son is now serving in the Regiment and I only hope that
he will have as happy a time in the Service as I did.—Ex-C/Sgt
L Miles (1st Green Jackets, 43rd and 52nd), 55 Ramsey Road,
Dovercourt, Essex. 3

Kipling query

Throughout Kipling’s poem “Danny
Deever” occurs this phrase. It begins:

“““What are the bugles blowing for ?’

said Files-on-Parade.
“To turn you out, to turn you out,’
the Colour-Sergeant said.”

Can SOLDIER throw any light on
the memini: of “Files-on-Parade” ?—
Col AD McAlister, University
Club, Dublin, Eire.

;‘:'S(gI.DIER 1s stumped. Can any reader

P

Winters, 104 - Commando Company.
ing’ SOLD VS

momets’ rori—-Sgt D Kessing Ol

moments’ rest. e -

Greys at Arras vier, Instr Coy, KCT, recht

May I add a footnote to your article van N ukaz, R daal, Hol-
on The Royal Scots Greys Sr OLDIER, -

March)? In the Battle of Arras the * Major-General P G F Young was

It's true! We can supply you with a new Mercedes-Benz or Auto Union at the ex-
works price, free of all U.K. and German taxes and duties! Demonstration is here in

the U.K.—you collect your car at Stutt

rt/Ingolstadt or we will deliver it for you to

the British Zone. After-Sales Service? There are 2,500 Mercedes-Benz and Auto
Union Service agents in Germany and 400 in the U.K.

i

Unique H.P. facilities available through the United Motor Finance
Corporation Limited special NATO Services.

Write for brochures and NATO price lists to :—

MERCEDES-BENZ
AUTO UNION G3CD DKW

Avenfield House - 127 Park Lane
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Regiment lost so many of its famous
grey horses that after the battle it had
to mount its men on horses of other
colours.—A E Douglas, Tre Feddian,
Aberdovey, Wales.

In a recent issue of SOLDIER I saw
a picture of Major-General Young,
British commander in Cyprus, Is this
the Young of World War Two Com-
mando fame ? And what has become of
other Commandos such as Lord Lovat,
Laycock, Vaughan, Jellicoe and Webb ?

ncidentally, we here in the Dutch
Commando Co enjoy SOLDIER
very much. Here is a picture of Co

not a Commando during World War Two,
but did serve with The Parachute Regi-
ment.

General Service Medal

To settle an nt in our
sergeants’ mess, can SOLDIER please
confirm that 15 is the total n er of
clasps issued with the General Service
Medal ?

We agree wholeheartedly with other
sergeants’ messes in this Command that
this medal has long passed what seems
to have been its original purpose—‘‘an
award for service during emergencies in
the Middle East.” While a new medal
may not be necessary, the same medal



with a different ribbon for each major
command, ie Middle East, Near East,
Far East, would probably satisfy every-
one.—Sgt C Keenan, 1st Battalion,
The Royal Ulster Rifles, Far East
Farm Camp, BFPO 1.

* Correct. Fifteen clasps have been
issued to the present General Service
Medal since its institution in 1918,

“Garry Owen”

“Garry Owen’’ is the tune of the old
United States 7th Cavalry Regiment. It
is believed here that it was originally
the tune of a British Cavalry regiment
and was brought to the United States
during the latter part of the last century.
It is also believed that this same tune,
but with different words, appeared in
Australia as the tune of the Australian
Cavalry under the name of ‘“Waltzing
Matilda.”

1 wonder if any readers of SOLDIER
can give me the facts >—Charles H
Yust Jr, 2092 Middleton Road,
Hudson, Ohio 44236, USA.

Tough musket

Your review of H L Peterson’s ‘‘Book
of the Gun” (SOLDIER, March) re-
minds me of a really tough musket that
resolutely refused to ‘“‘fade away.”

A brass plate bearing the legend “‘2nd
Battalion, Coldstream Guards, 1838”
caught the eye of Captain Angus
Buchanan, The Royal Fusiliers, on an
East African roadside, in June, 1917.
He retrieved the gun and now it rests
at Regimental Headquarters, Coldstream
Guards, beside the ‘‘Dunbar Medal”
(1650); the Drums of the Crimea; the
“Tally-ho VC”” hunting horn and a host
of other treasures.—A A Payne, 33
Kent Drive, Hornchurch, Essex.

Kilroy was here

From Accra to Penang, I have noted
with interest on certain walls the fact
that “Kilroy was here.” Who was
Kilroy ?—Maj W C J Naylor, RAEC,
HQ FARELF, Singapore.

* The ubiquitous ‘‘Kilroy” has never
been firmly identified but is generally
accepted as being an American soldier
whose literary activities first appeared
during the closing stages of World War
Two. This has been confirmed by the
United States Army Liaison Officer in
London.

Kilroy’s cry was enthusiastically taken
up by soldiers of other nationalities in
outlandish places all over the world, rather
on the lines of the once familiar “‘Chad.”

Shooting tankard

I was interested to read Captain P S
Fagg’s letter (SOLDIER, March) as I,
too, have a Hythe School of Musketry
shooting tankard, though mine is dated
1874, four years later than that of
Captain Fagg. The names inscribed on
my tankard are:

Grenadier Gds Capt W H McKinnon

Coldstream Gds Capt Hon G A V

Bertie

Grtgnadier Gds Lieut Hon F W Stop-

ord

24th Regiment Lieut W P Symons

54th Regiment Lieut ] W Ruddock

77th Regiment Lieut Fred Graham
goth Light Inf Lieut G Sandham

Madras Inf Capt Fred Smalley

2nd Somerset Mil W C S Sainsbury
—S8/Sgt T Collon, 5 Shaftoe Road,
Sp ell, Sunderland, Co Durham.

@ SOLDIER welcomes letters. There
is not space, however, to print every
letter of interest received; all corres-
pondents must, therefore, give their
full names and addresses to ensure
a reply. Answers cannot be sent to
collective addresses.

Anonymous or insufficiently ad-
dressed letters are not published.

® Please do not ask for informa-
tion which you can get in your
orderly room or from your own
officer.

® SOLDIER cannot admit corres-
pondence on matters involving dis-
cipline or promotion in a unit.

Across Africa

Full marks to Lieutenant Donald
Chappell and his party of 14th/zoth
King’s Hussars for their 600co-mile
expedition from Benghazi to Lagos and
back (SOLDIER, March). It is perhaps
worth recalling that Captain Donald
Cameron, The Royal Scots, led an
expedition from the Atlantic coast in
Nigeria to the Mediterranean about 35
years ago. The trip was made without
cars and so took a good many weeks,
but it was successfully completed.—
Capt F B ff Sheppard (late The
Royal Scots), Dial House, Heighing-
ton, Lincoln.

Another mystery

The “Desert Mystery”’ (SOLDIER,
March) in which a truck and four graves
were investigated by 38 Company,
Royal Army Service Corps, interested
me because while I was attached to the
Company’s Light Aid Detachment
1955-1958 another such truck was dis-
covered. This one lay between Murzuk
and El Gatrun, on the Murzuk side of
the sand sea separating the two oases.
It comprised a chassis and body, less
superstructure, cab and engine. On lift-
ing the tail-board the old number plate
could be seen. No other trappings were
visible but some may have been buried.

It was used on two occasions as a
landmark by groups I was with, to
negotiate the narrow neck of the sand
sea in order to reach El Gatrun, where
other interesting wartime relics remain,
including a ““well-plastered’ airstrip
complete with underground passages,
gun positions and fuel dumps.—Sgt B
Izard, RAOC, Ord Branch, HQ
BLFK, BFPO 10.

“Zulu”

I have not yet seen “‘Zulu”’, but from
photographs from the film it appears
that the officers fought in full dress!
I would say that in 1879 in a tropical
climate they probably wore the red
undress serge patrol jacket with regi-
mental facings, but no gold braid.

Lieutenant Bromhead was a dis-

mounted officer and I doubt very much
if he would have been wearing field
officer’s parade riding boots and
breeches. He is also shown wearing what
appears to be FSMO (Sam Browne)
with two leather supporting straps. This
equipment would certainly not have
been worn with a full dress tunic. Both
officers are shown wearing the full dress
tunic of what seems to be 1914 pattern,
which was worn as levée dress up to
1939.
It is a thousand pities that in making
historical films about the Army the film
companies never, or hardly ever, get
their details correct. It is so easy to do
his by the simple expedient of consult-
ing the corps or regiments concerned or
by appointing an adviser.—Col J] M
Forbes, Curator, The Green How-
ards Museum, Alma Barracks,
Richmond, Yorks.

* Anachronistic details certainly irri-
tate but are unlikely to be noticed by the
majority of film-goers. Those in *‘Zulu”
detract neither from its enjoyment nor
from the fact that it is a splendid portrayal
of a stirring epic and is as British a film
as one could wish.

Both Chard and Bromhead are por-
trayed in “‘Zulu” as clean-shaven except
for side-whiskers, whereas contemporary

LFIVE CITY

Joln
MANCHESTER
CITY PﬂLlC

71

If you are 19 to 30 years of age and 5 8" or over in height
mTHE CHIEF CONSTABLE. P.O. Box 51, MANCHESTER 2
NAME ...

for full details regarding careers in the Manchester City Police
(Fill Coupon in Block Letters.)

ADDRESS

et i

Fr———————————

A job for men
leaving the Forces
who still want to
get out and about

LLOYDS BANK
REQUIRES MESSENGERS
IN LONDON

Applicants should be between 29 and 45,
physically fit and at least 5’ 8" tall. Your
starting remuneration is £14.7.6. per week,
rising with service and merit awards. You’ll
save on clothes as your uniform and footwear
are supplied free and the contributory pen-
sion scheme assures you of security in the
future. Apply in writing, giving details of
your service career during the past ten years.

Superintendent of the Messengers,

LLOYDS BANK LIMITED
Head Office, 71 Lombard St., London, E.C.3
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more letters

portraits show that they were both

heavily moustached. In “The Zulu
War,”” Rupert Furneaux particularly
mentions Bromhead as ‘‘moustached

and bewhiskered.”

Probably the producers adjusted the
characters’ personal appearance to suit
the modern taste, but it is hardly con-
sistent with your report that they had
checked to ensure accuracy down to the
tiniest detail. In any case, did not regu-
lations at the time of the Zulu War
oblige officers to wear moustaches ?—
O P M Conway, West View, Gain-
ford, Darlington, Co Durham.

* A General Order of 1856, which
appears to have been still in force in 1879,
laid down that moustaches were optional
for all ranks.

May I add another comment on

“Zulu”? The Colour-Sergeant (with
the rank badge of a sergeant) is wearing
two medals. The second, I think, is that
awarded for the Ashanti campaign of
1873-1874. The first appears to be a
““Total Abstinence Association” medal
awarded, as its name implies, to tee-
totallers.

1 think it doubtful that this would be
worn in uniform but if it were it would
be on the right breast. The ribbon from
which it is suspended is difficult to
decipher but appears to be that of the
King Edward VII Coronation Medal of
1902. The correct ribbon is doubtful
but it is generally accepted that the
medal is suspended from a light blue
ribbon.

Incidentally, the 24th Foot did not
serve in the Ashanti campaign, and the
Colour-Sergeant would be more likely

from you. We manufacture
systems;
We require men for:—

(b) technical writing.

Pre-release training can be organised.
write for an Application Form to:—

S 6.C

(a) all types of transmission equipment from audio repeaters to 5.H.F. microwave

(b) automatic electro-mechanical and electronic exchanges.

(a) production testing in our Coventry factory.

(c) fitting, wiring and testing of this equipment on site
at home and overseas is involved and generous living allowances are paid.

The minimum Staff starting salary is £14 3s. 6d. but this can be considerably
higher for those with above average technical ability or supervisory experience.
About 5 months before your release date

The Staff Officer
G.E.C. (TELECOMMUHICATIOHS) Ltd.,
COVENTRY

If you have been working on

COMMUNICATIONS OR
ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT

during your service The General Electric Company Limited would like to hear

Extensive travel both

The bearded Colour-Sergeant Bourne,
splendidly pertrayed by Nigel Green.

to be wearing the Mutiny Medal and
the Long Service and Good Conduct
Medal.—G W Harris, Orders &
Medals Research Society, 4 Ruther-
wyke Close, Stoneleigh, Epsom,
Surrey.

Unit history

I should be very grateful for any
information on the history of 15 Com-
pany, Royal Army Service Corps,
particularly during the years 1914 to
1918 and 1939 to 1945, and from ex-
members of the Company.—Maj

P ] Warren, OC 15 Company,
RASC (Tipper), BFPO 36.

‘“Balaclava bugle”

The **Balaclava Bugle” which sounded
the charge of the Light Brigade was
recently auctioned in ngon All
mounted units of the British Army’s
Cavalr}r and artillery use the trumpet,
while Infantry regiments only use the
bugle. The rank of the trooper who
sounded the charge was correctly given
as trumpeter and not bugler, so why
was a trumpeter blowing a bugle >—
H Green, 103 High Street, Whit-
stable, Kent.

" * Trumpeters of Cavalry ents use
the trumpet when dunmm:ez the bugle
when mounted. Picture shows Baudm
Philip Costen, in 17th Lancers’ uniform
of the period, blowing the ‘‘Balaclava
bugle” after the sale at which it fetched

1600. It was bought by actor Laurence

arvey and American TWestar Ed Sulli-
van, and is being presented by them to the
17th/21st Lancers. The ‘‘Balaclava
b le”” has always been a controversial

ject. Some authorities maintain that
n‘u “‘charge” was never sounded and that
Lord Car;ﬁgan gave the orders “‘Walk
march” “Trot.”” In the advance the

pace never exceeded a trol.

LA Y

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

(See Page 33)
ictures vary in thd fa"omm
kapa 0 baz 2 Batsman's pad
ht arm of spectator
on seat. 4 Size of

ladder. 6 'K in ** K;S i Wm

of left hut. 8 Wicketk s right sleeve.
9 Last man’s score. 10 ’s tail.

LOLLY?

Readers found some difficulty in
identifying the ten objects pictured in
Competition 70 (March, 1964). There
was only one correct entry; the next
two prizewinners each ¢ one error
and the remaining winners were among
those with two errors.

Winners were:
1S/Sgt A G Crnucher, RAPC., 34
Lt AD l{t Barracks,
Wuppertnl, BF O 44

2 Miss Barbara Hobbs, 111 Pol-
lards Hill South, Norbury, London

The two
respects: I
at right ankle, 3

then you're our man!

cision mechamcal
urgently.

JECTS.
CONDITIONS.

( Plessey UK
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MARINE SYSTEMS DIVISIONS

TEST PERSONNEL
ELECTRONIC WIREMEN
MECHANICAL INSPECTORS
INSTRUMENT MAKERS

If you're a skilled man or a suitably experienced ex-
Serviceman who can handle one of these positions—
Our rapldly expanding Marine
Systems Division, specialising in electronic and pre-
equipment,

We offer all the things you look for in a secure position—:
FIRST CLASS RATES OF PAY, INTERESTING PRO-
LONG TERM EMPLOYMENSF.

If you wanl to progress, with a progressive company, call, write or phone:

The employment Bureau, Plessey-UK Limited
Vicarage Lane, liford, Essex, liford 3040 Ext. 233

needs good men—

EXCELLENT

MM’M TUR[ MfDAi.a

We can make up any required set
of Miniature Medals. We have
them for every campaign since
1900. Send for quotation. Tell
us the medals you want. Ribbon
Bars, either on canvas for sewing
on to uniforms or with pin at back
—74d. per ribbon. Full size
Medal Ribbon 2d. per inch. Your
own full size Medals mounted 2/-
per Medal. Gold wire Rank Arm
Badges on scarlet. Blazer Badges
in wire—every Regiment.
Enquiries with stamp to:
ROBERT ANDREW LTD.
101, Manchester Street,
Oldham, Lancs.

SWi6.

Alan Paley, WR Constabulary,
16 Birkhead Street, Heckmondwike,

Yorks.
4 A/T leWl.nl Coy
:;‘l.leut l.. P Holder, Little mu,
0: sden, Henley - on - Thames,
on.

6 WO I Davies, 10 Queen Square,
Brighton, Sussex. .

The answers were: E (a){(b:;;q)n) 3 (a;
(ram "m??;‘:m cone). 6 (b) (mdlu)

o{u) (gu: sting). 8 (a) (cuticle :’t‘::;g
9 (c) (pine needle roots). 10 (b) (cigar

COLLECTOR’S CORNER

A/T  Mutlow, Penney Squadron,
Uniacke Barracks, Army Apprentices
School, Harrogate, Yorks. — Collects
British Army cap badges.

Capt R A Wilson, Ellers House,
Ulverston, Lancs.—Requires by purchase,
Victorian military topee, other rank

pattern.

Hand embro

CAVALRY . YEOMANRY .
SCO

Pure Silk 17/6 each

Established 1887

A. R. FABB BROS. LTD

BLAZER POCKET BADGES
idered in gold and silver wire and silk for the l‘ollo
GUARDS . COUNTY REG
TTISH, WELSH and IRISH REGIMENTS . CORPS
TERRITORIAL REGIMENTS, ETC.

REGIMENTAL TIES
In all the above services in two qualities

Terylene or Silk and Rayon 13/6 each (post 6d. extra)

15-17 MARKET STREET, MAIDENHEAD, BERKS
CATALOGUES

l‘rhln-”!-

Telephone: Maidenhead 23533

Write stating age, Forces service, elc., to

CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS

Executive Class examination for ex-Forces candidates, June 1965
(Basic grade rises to over £1,200); good promotion opportunities
Clerical Class examination for ex-Forces candida

Oct., 1965. Customs Officer 18-23, probably Spring, 1965 andPtuentive
Officer 19- 21, February 1965; extension of age limits for Forces service.

CIVIL SERVICE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL
10STATION PARADE, BALHAM HIGH RD.,LONDON, S.W.12

tes, Oct., 1964 and




BOOKSHELF

LONDON’S OWN SOLDIERS

INCE medieval times London has

been the home of the Sovereign and

the seat of government and, as a
natural result, the centre of pageantry
and ceremonial as well as the adminis-
trative headquarters of all the fighting
forces. Elsewhere most of the glamour
and colour have gone, but in London
much remains to enrich these compara-
tively drab days of mechanisation.

Nowhere in the world is there anything to
compare with the glittering magnificence of
The Life Guards and the Royal Horse Guards
on their splendid black horses, not to be seen
just on holidays and high days, but daily at
the Changing of the Queen’s Life Guard
ceremony in Whitehall. It is sad to reflect
that these horses are the last survivors of the
31 Regular Cavalry regiments and 14 brigades
of Yeomanry which existed in 1914. Nor can
the turn-out and bearing of the Foot Guards,
in their. bearskins and scarlet tunics, be
matched by any other Infantry, with the one
exception of the Canadian Foot Guards whose
dress is almost exactly similar,

The story of London’s soldiers down the
centuries is told in Volume VI of the Imperial
Services Library, “The Soldiers of London”
by Major R. Money Barnes (Seeley, Service,
455). The author begins his story in the latter
part of the 15th century with the formation
of the Yeomen of the Guard, who date their
official history from the Battle of Bosworth,
in 1485, which ended the Wars of the Roses.
Thereafter he traces with loving care and
infinite detail the record of every regiment
formed in the capital down to the present day,
and such is his obvious enthusiasm for his
subject that this cannot but be communicated
to the reader.

Interest is sustained at a high level through-
out the author’s narrative by the vast amount

of miscellaneous information it contains.
Who, for instance, other than those connected
with the Brigade of Guards, knows that the
Bank of England piquet, as a military guard,
dates from the Gordon Riots nearly 200 years
ago ? Or that the fleurs-de-lis on the tunics of
the drummers are the last visible sign of the
claim of the Sovereigns of England to the
throne of France ?

One of the author’s many amusing anec-
dotes concerns the vain and flamboyant Lord
Cardigan who commanded the 15th Hussars
in the 1840s. This nobleman was in the habit
of giving some of the smartest of his men 58
and a day’s leave so that they might bolster
his ego by saluting him in the West End.
Major Barnes also reminds us that until the
1830s most of London’s soldiers were billeted
in public-houses or on private householders.
It was not until a severe cholera epidemic
spread over the country in 1832 that William

Private army in the Philippines

fashionable study, “They Fought

Alone” (Secker and Warburg, 35s) by
John Keats, has the virtue of combining
the information of a text-book with the
gripping interest of a good war tale.

It is the slightly “novelised” story of the
efforts of an American engineer, Wendell
Fertig, a recently enlisted lieutenant-colonel
who refused to give up the war when the
American forces in the Philippines sur-
rendered to the Japanese.

He took charge of the guerrillas on Minda-
nao island, a colourful collection of patriots,
bandits and savages, of extremely uneven
value as fighting troops. He raised the force
to 40,000, killed 7000 Japanese and at one
time had 150,000 of the enemy tied down in
an attempt to crush his resistance. He also
carried out what General Douglas Mac-

q T a time when guerrilla warfare is a

Arthur’s headquarters considered his main
task, of passing on intelligence.

He organised the production of bullets
from brass curtain-rods, fuel for trucks and
generators from coconut oil, and money from
his own mint,.

He was virtually governor of Mindanao
during the Japanese occupation for he early
realised that any guerrilla depends on the
civilian population, and he intended to help
the civilian population anyway. His influence
endured beyond the war and today, many Fili-
pinos who learned their lessons as guerrilla
officers now hold public office.

All this cost the American services a few
supplies, and the loan of a few officers, most
of whom were Americans who were stranded
on Mindanao anyway and who were com-
missioned from the ranks by Fertig.

RLE

IV organised the building of adequate barrack
accommodation.

This fascinating and encyclopaedic work is
profusely illustrated both in colour and in
black and white by the author and, despite a
somewhat skimpy index, may be assured of
a warm welcome by all military enthusiasts.

DHC

New dimensions
in strategy

TRATEGY is a bewilderingly variable

and intangible study to which Air Vice-

Marshal E J Kingston-McCloughry
attempts to give shape in “The Spectrum
of Strategy”’ (Cape, 255).

In this century it has taken on new dimensions.
In World War One there was the traditional
strategy of bringing land and sea. forces to bear
at the right times and places. World War Two
added the concept of direct attacks on home
fronts. '

Since then, missiles and nuclear submarines
have changed the geography of strategy; polar
routes have acquired importance and Mercator’s

rojection is no longer adequate for planning.

1i"hc threats of total war and limited war, the

dic local wars and the ever-present cold war

:il fequire their own strategies, all of which must
be linked into an overall strategy. ,

The author applauds the concept of a Ministry
of Defence to control operations, and of inter-.
Service commanders-in-chief, but feels not
enough is being done to link the three Services.
One of his' suggestions is an inter-Service war
manual to outline the national defence problem
as a whole and the parts to be played by each
Service. Until this is produced, he says, the
individual Service war manuals are futile.

Another interesting is that there
should be a cold war committee, parallel to the
Defence Committee and coordinated with it, but
controlled by the Foreign Office. RLk
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BOOKSHELF continued

~ PAUL BATES

-

> imise BTIRLING MOSS
e are s & COMSULTANT
i PHYSICIAN

Right: Homeward bound from
Malaya, Paul Bates is moved from
Kinrara Hospital to the helicopter.
Below: Operating his radio G3MAC.

IEUTENANT PAUL
I BATES, a National

Service officer secon-
ded to the King’s African
Rifles, had just completed a
successful ambush in the
Malayan jungle when he
began to feel ill.

His patrol had to walk out,
and that march was to cost him
dear. The illness from which he
was suffering was poliomyelitis
and the strain aggravated it.
His life was saved—just—but
Paul Bates was left dependent

With mouth ahd ﬁ‘n.ger_-ti-ps

on machines for breath and able
to move only two finger-tips.

That was in 1954. Since then,
with his mouth and his two
finger-tips, he has become an
accomplished typist and radio
OpEl'atOT.

He took part in the London
to Paris air race, complete with
his own van (and driver),
breathing machines and bed.
He has set up his own house-
hold and even has a job, selling
invalid beds. He enjoys a drink,
a smoke and a meal.

(] e Mag,, La)

His story, told with John
Pellow in ‘““Horizontal Man”
(Longmans, 16s) is just the
cheerful, robust report you
might expect from a man who
has accomplished so much in
such conditions. In it, he pays
warm tributes to the military
hospitals in which he was
nursed in Malaya and England
and to the Royal Air Force
medical team which managed
his journey from one country
to the other.

RLE

Unconventional
warfare

H aving a marvellous time Phcdia i |
Jae

in Malaya—when I'm off duty!
Our Forces Bookshop

is first-class and I can get all
the books, magazines and newspapers
I want. I'm doing a lot of things

I never dreamed of doing at home . . .

the full gamut of unconven-

tional warfare, in “Conflict in
the Shadows"” (Constable, 18s),
from military technology to
political problems.

He does so from an experience
which started in 1943 when, as a

For BOOKS, NEWSPAPERS,
MAGAZINES, STATIONERY
AND GIFTS of all kinds,

visit your Forces Bookshop or write to:

SERVICES CENTRAL BOOK DEPOT | ' }

member of the Special Operations
(W. H. SMITH & SON LTD) i gl gl s iy e
195-201 PENTONYILLE ROAD, LONDON, N.I

Strategic Services, he was in London
learning the tricks of the trade from
the British Special Operations Execu-
tive. He has been much concerned
with defence research ever since.
One of his minor, but interesting,
conclusions is that Americans
their role in today’s unconventional
warfare uncomfortable, in part
because of their folk-lore—the
Westerns in which villains and

FORCES BOOKSHOPS AT:

HUBBELRATH (Y.M.C.A.) GIBRALTAR
EE:::.EHN Y.f‘:;._C.A.} WESLEY HOUSE (M.C.F.C.)
LD (Y.M.C.A.)

LIPPSTADT (Church Army) CYPRUS

MINDEN (Salvation Army) AKROTIRI (Y.W.C.A,

MOENCHEN-GLADBACH— BERENGARIA (Y.W.C.A.)
Main H.Q. (Y.W.C.A.) E’;‘i&gl{;n ﬁic&f i )Club)

ML‘J':S¥EE S):hurch of Scotland FAMAGUSTA (-H..H:G.)

OSNABRUCK (Church Army)  NICOSIA (Hibbert Houses)

TOBRUK (Salvation Army)
TRIPOLI (Y.M.C.A.)

EAST AFRICA
GILGIL, KENYA (M.M.G.)
KAHAWA, KENYA (Y.W.C.A.)

B.A.O.R.

BERLIN (Y.M.C.A.)
BIELEFELD (Y.M.C.A.)
BUNDE (Y.M.C.A.)

CELLE (Church of Scotland)
COLOGNE (Y.W.C.A))
DETMOLD (Salvation Army)
DORTMUND (Y.M,C.A.)
DUSSELDORF (Y.M.C.A.)

FAR EAST
HONG KONG (European
FALLINGBOSTEL (Y.W.C.A.) Y.M.C.A))

HAMELN (Church Army) PADERBORN (Toc H) SINGAPORE (Union Jack Club) heroes cannot possibly be confused

HANOVER Salution Army)  SENNELAGER (Church Army) P SEK KONG (Church of and the winners e ¥ gire Sl
M.C.A, and oc cotlan

Y.W.CA. WOLFENBUTTEL (Church of ~ NORTH AFRICA MALACCA (Church of and superbly confident. Uncon-

HOHNE (Y.M.C.A,) Scotland) BENGHAZI (Salvation Army) Scotland) ventional warfare is, unfortunately,

and other main centres not that cut and dried.

RLE
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a car can be bought properly through G.A.C. h.p.

Designed specially for the Serviceman

20% down—36 months to pay

All charges itemised in contract—before you sign

Immediate payment means immediate delivery

Unrestricted movement of car

World-wide motor insurance

Insurance against P.T. in case of unexpected return to U.K.

Free Life Insurance—family relieved of payments in event of your death

Bank account in U.K. opened free—to make payment easy

Insist your Dealer gives you your h.p. through G.A.C.
Write today to nearest G.A.C. Office or Representative for fuller details

G.A.C. INTERNATIONAL LT D.

L e S
42 UPPER BERKELEY STREET : MARBLE ARCH : LONDON W.1 : AMBassador 1047

G.A.C. FINANCE, G.A.C. FINANCE, S.A. 0. GIRKE G.A.C. FINANCE, ANTONIO PEREZ
G.m.b.H. 102 Ave. des Champs Lippstadt, S.R.L Madrid,
Frankfurt/Main, Elysees, Bernhard Brunnen 5, Via Lucullo 8, 10-10 La Torre
Represented by: 57 adickesalloe, Paris, WEST GERMANY Rome, De Madrid,
WEST GERMANY FRANCE ITALY SPAIN
Phone : 590661 Phone: ELY sees 9687 Phone : 3090 Phone: 484560 Phone : 248-9239

. Enjoy a Castella Cigar

with it. A good long smoke

WILLS

PANATELLA CIGARS
a man-size cigar for the price of a pint

Made in Bristol by W. D. & H. 0. Wills
cPIzA
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