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is privileged to supply you with a car
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sounds different to the usual motor
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Service personnel.
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Tax Paid for UK. use and Tax Free
for export.

We have no salesmen.

Instead of selling cars we devote
our energies to providing a genuinely
useful service for people who want to
buy one. It means you get help;
not hassle.

We carry the UK.'s widest stocks
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immediate export.

And offer a range of makes and
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— pleasantly and efficiently.

And that's why so many
customers come back to us time after
time.

Be sure and see our 32-page
information pack before you think
about buying a new or used
car elsewhere.
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Story: Mike Starke
Pictures: Les Wiggs

Blazing a new trail of infan-
try training in Kentucky, a
British Parachute battalion
worked and played hard to
become . . .

HARDER
HITTING-
THANKS
10
HIGKORY
STIGK

GLOBETROTTING paratroopers of 1st
Battalion, The Parachute Regiment,
descended on the United States Army’s Fort
Campbell, Kentucky, for Exercise Hickory
Stick — six weeks of intensive infantry
manoeuvres designed to tone up the muscle
of this punch-packing unit.

But once off the sprawling ranges of the
massive Ford Campbell complex, the Paras
had to temper their professionally aggressive
spirit with a contrasting mood of impeccable
off-duty conduct. For they were acting as
ambassadors for future British infantry vis-
itors hoping to follow this pilot scheme
aimed at opening up a new area for troops
exercising abroad.

And a measure of their success can be
gauged by the reaction of United States
Army Lieutenant-Colonel A T Brainerd,
who commented: “People across the board
say they think the British troops are gentle-+
men. As soldiers, they seem much more
formal than us. Both troopers and officers
seem highly disciplined and any time you
see them in formation they make a big
impression on a crowd. We know they’re on
their best behaviour but it has been a fantas-
tic experience for us — it has brightened our
spring!”

More formal and detailed reports will
decide the fate of the projected three-

Left: Paras hit the high spots at Air Assault
School learning the art of helicopter rapelling.




battalion-sized exercises hopefully to be car-
ried out each winter at Fort Campbell. But
this initial reaction delighted the British
Paras’ commanding officer, Lieutenant-
Colonel David Charles.

For Colonel Charles was in the vanguard
of the pilot scheme testing Ford Campbell’s
feasibility as an exercise venue for British
*‘infantry units. He explained that the Army
had looked at some half-dozen possible sites
and had selected Fort Campbell because of
the accommodation available and the extent
of the training areas.

He emphasised that 1 Para had been
_chosen to conduct the pilot scheme merely
because it was an available infantry batta-
lion, not because it was an airborne unit.

But it certainly made for obvious harmony
that both hosts and guests shared the same
specialised background.

It was explained that if the experiment
was successful — and it showed every sign
of being so — three infantry battalions will
travel to Kentucky from the United King-
dom, flying directly to the Fort Campbell
airstrip during the English winter when
home training areas are crowded with exer-
cise troops. By contrast, the Americans
avoid their often harsh winters and concen-
trate their main exercise periods at the fort
during summer for both Regulars and units
of the National Guard (the equivalent of the
Territorial Army Volunteer Reserve).

Exercise Hickory Stick was not an

‘ Top: The Americans gave troops a ‘lift’ into the
field in their mighty Chinook helicopters.

exchange visit so a careful eye had to be kept
on controlling the budget. Accommodation,
transport and support services were all paid
for. The Paras took their own weapons and
ammunition — with the exception of their
anti-tank weapons — and ate US Army
rations which provided ample good food for
each man at a rate of $3.20 a day (about
£1.60).

Just over 600 men made up the 1 Para
contingent which included Terriers from all
three TAVR rifle battalions of The Para-
chute Regiment (4th, 10th and 15th) as well
as reservists from 144 Field Ambulance,
Royal Army Medical Corps, who joined
their Regular colleagues from 6 Field Force
Field Ambulance. There were also small
detachments from 4 Field Regiment, Royal
Artillery, from 1 Para’s parent unit, 6 Field
Force, too, as well as a rear link signals
detachment, a Royal Electrical and Mechan-
ical Engineers light aid detachment and a
few men from the Royal Corps of Trans-
port’s specialist air despatch personnel
working as riflemen for the purposes of the
exercise.

The visitors were hosted by Eagle Sup-
port Brigade of the US Army’s 101st Divi-
sion and the good relations established were
epitomised by the fact that the liaison
officer, Major Ed Bensman, was soon talk-
ing in the first person plural — ‘we’ and ‘us’
— when pleading the case of the Paras with
his own army as he smoothed over adminis-
trative problems as they arose.

Colonel Charles explained the structure of
the exercise: “We elected for four weeks’

straight training with ten days for rest and
recuperation at the end. This sounds slightly
generous, but taking into account the time
and distance involved in getting here we
thought it realistic.”

Each week of exercising was treated sepa-
rately. The first was taken up with indi-
vidual minor unit training with emphasis on
shooting and fitness. Patrol skills were
honed down and it was rounded off with a
march-and-shoot contest. Week two com-

continued on page 7
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Sprawling Fort Campbell, Kentucky,
dwarfs 1st Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment's, home base at Aldershot
back in England. But itis only justin the
top ten in terms of size of camps in the
United States Army. Established in the
.1940s and still largely made up of the
wooden structures built then to house
its troops (a major rebuild is producing
more modern accommodation), Fort
Campbell straddles the Kentucky/
Tennessee state boundaries.

It is set in the heart of ‘Blue Grass
Country’ where the farmsteads dotted
around the rolling agricultural land are
fronted by the shaded stoops with their
comfy rocking chairs traditionally
associated with the pioneers who
blazed a trail to a new life in the New
World generations ago.

Larger homes sporting wooden-
columned Doric fagades remind the vis-
itor of the stately Southern homes
epitomising the genteel life of their
pre-Civil War occupants. Even now,
Kentucky proudly proclaims its motto
as the ‘volunteer state’ (for the Confed-
eracy) and the distinctive crimson Con-
federate flag with its blue cross and
white stars adorns many a car licence
plate and Citizen's Band radio aerial.
But it is ‘Old Glory’ — the American
‘Stars and Stripes’ flag that flutters
bravely above Fort Campbell and is

ceremonially lowered each day at 1700
hours to the boom of a gun — that
brings all traffic on camp to a standstill
as a mark of respect.

Fort Campbell is the home of the 101st
Airborne Division (Air Assault) — ‘The
Screaming Eagles.” The unit was
formed in 1942 as a result of studies of
British Army experience with airborne
forces during the early years of World
War Two. The Screaming Eagles distin-
guished themselves in World War Two
and finally came to roost in Fort Camp-
bell in 1956. But they soon took flight
again to go to the Far East for action in
the Viet Nam War.

At peace once more, the 101st Airborne
Division is back in its old Kentucky
home but keen and eager as ever, its
training routines punctuated with the
battle cry of ‘Air Assault, Sir!l”

The ‘Screaming Eagles’ nickname of the
division comes from its badge, an
American bald eagle superimposed on
a black background. The patch traces its
history back to the Civil War when the
8th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment car-
ried an eagle mascot— Old Abe — into
battle perched on a black shield.
Though twice wounded in battle, Old
Abe survived the war and returned to
his native Wisconsin. After he died, his
remains were mounted in the state
capitol. A fire destroyed Old Abe but his

:

Above: Even the camp’s water towers are
adorned with the ubiquitous ‘screaming eagle.’

Above: Timber weatherboarding typifies the
old-style buildings on the 1940s-vintage camp.

memory lived on when the unit patch
for the 101st Division (before it became
an airborne unit in 1942) was approved
in 1923.

Fort Campbell's ‘vital statistics’ give
some impression of its vastness com-
pared with British bases. More than
20,000 military personnel occupy the
camp, which stretches over 105,397
acres. Dependants and civilian em-
ployees swell the population by several
thousands more. And in a country
where the car is the commonest mode
of transport, there are some 36,000 pri-
vately owned vehicles on the post.
The 101st Airborne Division has well
over 400 helicopters to maintain its role
as an airborne assault unit and it boasts
the capability to travel ‘at 100 miles per
hour in any direction’ to speed into
battle.

Fort Campbell has 38 ranges, handily
placed just minutes away from the main
camp complexes, with three impact
areas and eight drop zones. Some 325
miles of road criss-cross the self-
contained military city and its environs.
And the whole massive operation costs
around one million dollars a day to keep
going.

“They could tuck Aldershot in their
waistcoat pocket!” was the way one
British visitor summed up the massive

" Fort Campbell area.
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Above: Exercise ‘postie’ Staff-Sergeant Gerry
Daly struck up a firm friendship with opposite
number Mr Jerry Johnson, a civilian postmaster
handling US Army mail in Fort Campbell.

prised field firing with patrols and ambushes
and included work with helicopters. The
Paras had with them a detachment of the
Gazelle flight from 656 Aviation Squadron,
Army Air Corps, which supports 6 Field
Force back home in Aldershot, and were
invited to use an allocation of some 40 to 50
hours of flying time being lifted by CH47
Chinook troop-carrying helicopters — a
number of which aircraft have been ear-
marked for the RAF.

The third week moved on to company
level tactical exercising covering all phases
of battle. The Chinooks were once more
used for air assault practice — something
relatively new to 1 Para — and an assault
river crossing was made.

In the fourth week the Paras joined forces
with the Americans for a five-day field train-
ing exercise as a battalion to round off a
packed working programme.

In between times, 1 Para took advantage
of their hosts’ unfailing generosity by taking
part in specially organised training on
American courses. Some 100 of the visitors
became students of the prestigious volunteer

Below: An Air Assault School instructor shows
roping methods to paras about to take a course.

Above: United States Army photographer Captain Lee Jenkins captured the historic first-ever

public jump from a Gazelle helicopter by a freefall parachutist, the ex-Red Devil, Scotty Milne.

Air Assault School at Fort Campbell. With
their own tough physical training back-
ground, the Paras found little difficulty in
keeping up with the schedule but they
learned a lot from the lessons on helicopter
marshalling, rappelling and techniques in
underslinging loads on unfamiliar aircraft.

The anti-tank platoon made a special
arrangement to take the 101st Division’s
non-commissioned and commissioned offic-
ers’ course in their own skills and surprised
their hosts by getting the highest scores
ever.

This all did a lot to boost morale among
the Paras and cement relations with their
hosts, who developed a healthy respect for
the quality of their British counterparts.
Colonel Charles added: “This was an oppor-
tunity for our soldiers to work alongside
theirs that I wouldn’t have wanted to miss.
We took every opportunity to integrate
rather than train in isolation.”

In the field, the Paras cemented their
new-found friendships with the Americans
by comparing notes on their methods. At a
mortar firing point a United States officer
regretted that all his men could not have
spared the time from their own duties to join
him: “It would be very useful for my men to
see this British kit in case we’re ever at war
together and have to use it for some reason
or another. The principle’s the same but
there are a number of points I’ve picked up
that could improve on how we do it.”

The ranges were handily located just a few

minutes’ Jeep ride from the camp. Open
scrubland interspersed with swamp was
broken by stands of conifers. The rattle of
small-arms fire mingled with the croak of
bull-frogs. After a cross-country ‘advance to
contact’ dash, one paratrooper remarked
with rueful respect: “It’s got everything,
this — swamps, bogs, scrub, thorns, barbed
wire . . . the lot!”

Meanwhile, back at Ford Campbell’s
poetically named Destiny Strip helicopter
base, the three British Gazelle aircraft were
taken under the wing of Charley Company,
101 Aviation Battalion. The company’s 20
UH-1H Huey ‘choppers’ formed just a small
part of the 400-plus helicopter force on
hand. This was one of the first of many
contrasts the British crews found with their
American counterparts.

The oldest American aircraft dated back
to 1963 and most had seen service in Viet
Nam and been damaged in action. Between
20 and 30 choppers might be in the air at the
same time and some 15 of them can move a
battalion in five ‘lifts.” Impressed as the
British aviation experts were with the statis-
tics of their hosts, the latter were equally
impressed with the speed, grace and reliabil-
ity of the little Gazelle.

Once work was over for the British troops
they found their American hosts eager to
ensure the fulfilment of their universal local
greeting, ‘Have a good day, now!” Generous
hospitality inundated the Paras with invita-
tions to spend their free time with families
both locally and elsewhere in the United
States. Many found a home from home to go
to and many firm friendships were forged
among the ranks of the 101st Airborne
Division.

When it came to adventurous training,
the Paras were spoiled for choice. A large
contingent opted for skiing at Aspen, Col-
orado, while others went sun-seeking to
Florida. ; .

At Ford Campbell itself, the thrivi
American freefall parachuting team soon
welcomed the 1 Para sky-divers who
included five ex-members of The Parachute
Regiment’s Red Devils display team —
among them ex-team leader Major Gerry
O’Hara and reigning British national
championship runner-up Sergeant Scotty
Milne. It was Scotty Milne who took the
opportunity to make the first-ever descent
from a Gazelle helicopter to thrill crowds at
a display.

For those not wishing to venture further

continued over
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=z afield, the nearby recreational area of The
Land Between the Lakes offered ample
camping and fishing facilities. Here 1 Para’s
bandmaster, Warrant Officer 1 Alan Ash-
worth, set up his own record by claiming to
be the first person to be ‘arrested’ for poach-
ing while fishing in the same week that he
was made an Honorary Colonel of Ken-
tucky. The ‘poaching’ was quickly deemed
by the authorities to be a case of ‘wrongful
arrest’ due to a misunderstanding, but the

53

The visit to Fort Campbell was no
new experience for one member of
1st Battalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment — United States Army
exchange officer Captain Jim Mon-
tano served with the 101st Airborne
Division some time before taking
up his appointment in England,
where he commands A Company
of 1 Para. Now 18 months into his
two-year stint with the Paras, Cap-
tain Montano is no stranger to
command. He has led a total of six
infantry companies during his ser-
vice, two of them on active duty in
Viet Nam.

After serving with the Screaming
Eagles, he went to the 1st Ranger
Battalion in the US Special Forces
| for three years and was then
attached to the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, whence he took up his
appointment as an exchange
officer to Great Britain. Sporting his
American insignia on British com- |
bat dress, he presented a confusing
sight to students of uniform. But he
epitomised the close co-operation
between the professional soldiers
of both nation’s armies.

hononary colonelcy remained real enough.

As far as work and play were concerned,
the Paras gave the thumbs up to America. In
reply, an American officer exclaimed to
Colonel Charles: “You’re going to be a hard
act to follow!"” It’s on the cards that a queue
of infantry units is forming up to take up the
challenge.

Below: One of 101st Division’s 400-plus Huey
helicopters behind one of the three Gazelles.

e

Law and order were assured in 1 Para’s
canteen bar for the duration of Exercise
Hickory Stick — thanks to barman Lance-
Corporal Neil Dawson. Neil had been
sworn in as a deputy sheriff and, true to his
oath, kept a tight rein in the ‘saloon’ he ran
for his Para pardners in Fort Campbell.
The lawman's star was presented to Neil
by a Tennessee sheriff he met over a beer
in a nearby bar. The cagey paratrooper
was reluctant to believe he was chatting to
a real live sheriff so, to prove the point
conclusively, his new-found American
J friend not only produced his gun and
handcuffs but a handsome deputy’s badge
to pin on Neil's chest.

After raising his right hand and swearing
to ‘uphold the laws of the State of Tennes-
see,” Neil proudly joined the ranks of such
legendary heroes of the West as Wyatt
Earp and Wild Bill Hickok.

He was persuaded to make one arrest by
‘taking in’ Craftsman Ross Murray of 1
Para’s Light Aid Detachment. But this
was only for the SOLDIER cameraman's
benefit and the ’‘prisoner’ was soon
released to get back to work.
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"Above: A backstage peek at the band playing

THE HOUSE-LIGHTS dimmed in the
Fort Campbell cinema for a showing of the
film ‘A Bridge Too Far,” about airborne
assault on Arnhem. Ultra-violet lamps
picked out the gleaming white gloves,
drumsticks and Parachute Regiment beret
badges as the 1st Battalion’s corps of drums
gave a virtuoso performance as an overture
to the showing. The audience erupted into
rapturous applause that nearly drowned the

. drumbeats — and the musicians’ reputation

was made.

Above: Tumultuous welcomes greeted the band
at every one of their many concerts in America.

at the early hour of 0700 for the Americans.

Inspired planning had ordained that the
corps of drums and 29-strong band of 1 Para
should accompany the battalion as special
ambassadors on the pilot Exercise Hickory
Stick in America. A score of concerts —
including one at 0700 one morning — were
arranged, and the musicianship of the red-
beret bandsmen clearly matched the profes-
sionalism of the battalion’s rifle companies
in the eyes of the admiring Americans.

There was little time off for the bandsmen

throughout the six-week exercise but one

treat they were promised was a spin round
the Indianapolis racetrack, courtesy of a
group of grateful racing drivers who heard
the band in their city.

Fort Campbell is not far from Nashville,
Tennessee — home of Country and Western
music and proud of its motto ‘music city of
the USA.’ But for a few weeks at least, the
glitter of the Grand Ole Opry was over-
shadowed by the expertise of the Aldershot
bandsmen who lent (musical) tone to a
military exercise.

-A unique act of ‘accelerated promotion’
made military history in the British
Army for the two dozen or so medical
personnel attached to 1st Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment, on exercise in
Kentucky. Each man was made an Hon-
orary Colonel of the State of Kentucky
by special order of the State Governor
in appreciation of their work with men
of 475th Combat Support Hospital of
the Kentucky National Guard.

The Americans were so impressed with
their British guests that they arranged
for the honour to be bestowed at a
special parade arranged at the state
capitol in Frankfort, Kentucky. Although
unable to be there in person, Governor
Julian M Carroll signed all the certifi-
cates conferring the honorary colonel-
cies, like that being proudly displayed
here by Colonel (alias Corporal) Dave
Longstaff, a regimental medical assis-
tant with 1 Para.




FIRST CHOICE
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PROFESSIONALS

About to embark on your next tour of duty
abroad? Then take a Fiat on tour with you,

A fabulous Fiat from Fiat Motor Sales,
Brentford, sole export concessionaires. Just
look at all these advantages:

Full Fiat range including the 127, the Mirafiori
illustrated above, and the 132 Two-Litre. There's
a car with the size, style and price to suit every
pocket. Availability from stock. The model of
your choice shipped anywhere in the world.
Outstanding after-sales service from thousands
of service centres throughout the world — over
1,500 in West Germany alone.Tax-free purchase.
Low rate interest Fiat Finance, or Naafi Finance
arranged.
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Nobody knows more about Fiats

Fiat Motor Sales Ltd on the A4 at Brentford Tel: 01-560 4111
I Export Division, Great West Road, Brentford, Middlesex TW8 9DJ
I Please send full details about the fabulous Fiat Models and your very
advantageous terms.
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Telephone No you're off duty

Ext or post the coupon today.
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Radio
Officers

If your trade or training involves radio operating
and you are no more than 35 years of age, you
qualify to be considered for a Radio Officer post
with the Composite Signals Organisation.

A number of vacancies will be available in 1980
for suitably qualified candidates to be appointed
as Trainee Radio Officers. Candidates must have
had at least 2 years radio operating experience
or hold a PMG or MPT certificate.

On successful completion of 40 weeks specialist
training, appointees move to the Radio Officer
Grade.

Trainee Radio Officers start on £2,605 at 19 up
to £3,034 at 25 or over. After completion of
specialist training Radio Officers start on £3,571
at 19 rising to £4,675 if you are 25 or over; then
by 5 annual increments to £6,340 inclusive of
shift and weekend allowances. SALARIES AT
PRESENT UNDER REVIEW.

GCHQ

For further details apply to: The Recruitment
Officer, Government Communications
Headguansrs, Priors Road, Oakley, Cheltenham,

:3 Glos GL52 5AJ. Telephone: Cheltenham 21491
Ext. 2269.
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WHAT YOU GET OUT OF A BANK
ACCOUNT WITH LLOYDS.

Lloyds Bank has been associated
with the Army for many generations,
and in that time we’ve built up a real
understanding of the kind of money
problems that service life can some-
times create.

We can help with financial, tax e
and insurance advice. LLOYDS

We'll take the worry out of :
remembering to pay regular bills on BAN K
time — we'll pay them by standing
orders.

And, of course we'll give you a
cheque book so that you don’t have to
carry a lot of cash around.

All these services, together with
our Cashpoint dispenser for instant
cash, our savings schemes, and our
current and deposit accounts, are
examples of how we can help.

ﬂ
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ALOT MORE THAN MONEY
AT THE SIGN OF THE BLACK HORSE.

[ would like more information
about a Lloyds bank account.

NAME

(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)
If you would like more ADDRESS
information fill in the coupon

or call into your nearest Lloyds Bank.

To: D.P. Gardiner T.D. Services Liaison Officer,
Lloyds Bank, 6 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5NH.

Lloyds Bank Limited N O N G I BN B S .
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Story: John Walton




FEW OF THE MILLIONS of people who

watched on television Terry Griffiths
recently clinch the world professional
snooker championship can have known that
the game was invented in an Army officers’
mess.

It all started in 1875 when Colonel Sir
Neville Chamberlain (not to be confused
with the ‘peace-in-our-time’ Prime Minister)
was a young subaltern with The Devonshire
Regiment stationed at Jubbulpore in India.
During the rainy season the long steamy
afternoons were spent at the mess billiards
table where billiards was less popular than
various round games more suitable for more
than two players and to which a gambling
element could be added.

The colonel suggested the addition of
other coloured balls to a popular game
among the officers known as ‘Black Pool’ —
and snooker was born with 15 reds, yellow,
green, pink and black. Blue and brown were
added years later and the points value of the
balls also followed in due course, but it was
from these chance beginnings that snooker
had its origin.

Sir Neville lived on until World War
Two, by which time his game had overtaken
billiards as the most popular game of its
type.

In an interview in 1938 with Compton
Mackenzie, the novelist, he told how the
name snooker was derived.

One afternoon the Devons received a visit
from a young subaltern who had been train-
ing at Woolwich. In the course of conversa-
tion the visitor remarked that a first-year
cadet at the old academy at Woolwich was
referred to as a ‘snooker,” with the implica-
tion that this was the status of the lowest of
the low. The original word for a cadet had
been the French ‘neux’ which had been
corrupted to ‘snooker.’

Chamberlain said: *“The term was a new
one to me but I soon had the opportunity of
exploiting it when one of our party failed to
hole a coloured ball which was close to a
corner pocket. I called out to him: *“Why,
you’re a regular snooker.” I had to explain to
the company the definition of the word and
to soothe the feelings of the culprit I added
that we were all, so to speak, snookers at the
game, so it would be very appropriate to call
the game snooker. The suggestion was adop-
ted with enthusiasm and the game has been
called snooker ever since.”

In 1876, when Chamberlain left the
Devons to join the Central India Horse, he
took the game with him. After being woun-
ded in the Afghan War, he served with the
Commander-in-Chief of the Madras Army
and was with him every summer when he

Top left: Ray Reardon, whe was world champion
six times but was knocked out in the 1979 event.

moved to the hill station at Ootacamund.
Snooker came to be recognised as the
speciality of the Ooty Club and the rules of
the game were drawn up and posted in the
billiards room.

During the 1880s, rumours of the new
game reached England, and John Roberts,
the most famous billiards player of the day,
determined to find out more while on a tour
of India. One evening in 1885 in Calcutta,
Chamberlain was dining with the Maharajah
of Cooch Behar when Roberts was intro-
duced 1o him. Roberts took the game back
to England.

It was a long time before snooker became
widely played and even longer before it
finally outstripped billiards in popularity.
One man helped to popularise it more than
any other — Joe Davis, who sadly died last
summer. Joe won the world professional
championship on its inception in 1927 and
went on to take the title every vear (with a
wartime break) until 1947, when he retired
and allowed someone else a chance.

But with his retirement, professional
snooker also declined almost to extinction.
It was finally saved by a new invention —
colour television. As a game in which colour
plays a vital role, it was tailor made for
television. BBC’s ‘Pot Black’ was launched
in July 1969 and this was to be the vehicle by
which professional snooker players estab-
lished national fame as well as causing a
massive boom in snooker which has con-
tinued throughout the seventies.

All this information and much, much
more can be found in a new book, ‘The
Story of Billiards and Snooker’ (Cassell,
£6.95), by Clive Everton, five times Welsh
amateur billiards champion and Editor of
‘Snooker Scene .’

He traces the rise and fall of billiards and

One of the most ironical things about
snooker is that although the Army
invented it there is no official Army
championship and it is not even a
recognised Army sport.

In fact, as Colonel John Grattan, sec-
retary of the Army Sports Control
Board, points out, the game has
been in decline in the Army for many
years — and there has been no boom
in the seventies.

Before the war every Army officers’
and sergeants’ messes had its own
billiards room and while some have
survived, most have not. In recent
years a number of Royal Air Force
stations have been converted to
Army use — these invariably had
billiard tables but already some of
these rooms have been converted to
ladies’ rooms and other uses.

“It's never been a soldiers’ game,”’
said Colonel Grattan. “It was really
only an after-dinner pastime in the
officers’ and sergeants’ messes and
there has never been an official
Army competition.”

the rise, fall and rise again of snooker with
an impeccable attention to detail. Contained
in the story are all the little personal pec-
cadilloes which often led to success or failure
for protagonists in games which demand
absolute concentration and impeccable

skills. And for the statistically minded there
are charts of all the world and British bil-
liards and snooker championships for more
than a century.
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SOLDIER to Soldiep

rates been published in SOLDIER

News than the new Government
very quickly met its election promise to
increase the rates to the full comparabil-
ity recommended by the Armed Forces
Pay Review Body. And in addition the
new Secretary of State for Defence
announced that it was the Govern-
ment’s intention to maintain in the
future the parity now reached.
While there are problems as yet unsol-
ved, particularly perhaps that of separa-
tion, there is no doubt that the pay
award is a big boost to morale. Money
may not be the answer to everthing but
the increased pay will certainly make
life easier, particularly for the Service
families.
What effect the new pay rates will have
on recruiting remains to be seen. While
again money is only one factor when a
career in the Services is being consi-
dered, it is an important factor and may
well carry more weight today than it has
in the past.

N o sooner had the Army's new pay

*

nother recruiting incentive is the
Ahelp given towards a second

career at the end of Colour ser-
vice. There has always been, for exam-
ple, a steady demand for the
qualifications of leadership, man-
management, honesty and reliability
offered by ex-warrant officers and
senior non-commissioned officers.
It was obviously more than a surprise
to him, therefore, when an ex-company
sergeant-major was twice turned down
on applying for a local authority post
looking after young offenders on com-
munity work. The sergeant-major
appealed but his claim was rejected by
an industrial tribunal,
He had, he said, served as an infantry
company sergeant-major and was a
veteran of the Western Desert and
Burma campaigns. But, it is reported,

" 'he was turned down because of his

‘sergeant-major’ attitude which, proba-
tion officers told the tribunal, was not
sufficiently sympathetic or diplomatic
to allow him to be in charge of young
offenders.

Whether the particular sergeant-major
was the man for the job or not, many
would argue that a taste of military-type
discipline would not be amiss in the
ranks of the younger generation’s
unruly elements.

*

uring a two-day visit by the Duke
D and Duchess of Wellington to 1st

Battalion, The Duke of Welling-
ton’s Regiment, in Germany — the Duke
is Colonel-in-Chief of the only regiment
named after other than royalty — the
Duchess looked in on the local forces
primary school.

Turning to leave, she overheard an
eight-year-old stage-whisper to a
friend, “Is that Mrs Thatcher?” The
Duchess bent down to the little girl,
smiled, and said: “My husband may be
the Iron Duke but that doesn’t make me
an lron Lady!”

*

HE story about the American Gl
who recently emerged after

spending 28 years hiding in a
house in Germany was rather reminis-
cent of those Japanese soldiers who
still pop up from time imagining that
World War Two is still going.

And it set us thinking about what
differences a British soldier would
notice who went to ground in 1951 and
now returned. Perhaps his last glimpse
might have been of SOLDIER's June
1951 issue — how would he compare it
with this month’s? In those days the
war had not been long over and
although the Festival of Britain was
attempting to lighten people’s hearts it
was still a country vividly described by
Anthony Burgess in ‘The Worm and the
Ring" as ‘grey with penury.’ The big-
gest difference is apparent in the adver-
tisement columns. In those days the
soldier was reckoned to be a good cus-
tomer for hair oil, boot polish, razor
blades and roll your own fags. But
today's well-paid serviceman is the
target for car, housing and luxury
goods advertisers — a good measure of
the difference between now and those
National Service days.

The Glorious Glosters had just staged
their memorable battle in Korea, the Z
reservists were training, the Malayan
emergency was still on and the
announcement was made that the
Army was to introduce a new .280
automatic loading rifle to replace the
-303 Short LEE/Enfield.

And of course SOLDIER in those days
was never complete without the back
cover pin-up. Janet Leigh adorned the
back page, complete with a suitable
piece of doggerel: ‘Witches in tales,
Have long noses and nails, They are
bad eggs— But you never see their
legs.” Perhaps it was verse like that
which finally forced our imaginary sol-
dier to opt out!

*

American contemporary, the

monthly Army, published by the
Association of the United States Army,
is the amusing anecdotes contributed
by serving and ex-service personnel.
Naturally, many of these are ‘in house’
and their significance is somewhat lost

Q n enjoyable regular feature of an

outside the US Army, but others are

universal.

cise, a Ineutenant Ieadlng an
advance to contact, called in to
talion commander: J
‘Big Six, this is Bravo Six. Over.’
The conversation con
‘Bravo Six, this is Big Six. Over."
‘This is Bravo Six. Arrived Cheekpblm
Apple. Over.’

‘This is Big Six. Roger. Over.' _
‘This is Bravo Six. Out.’ "
At which point, notes the story, tha
battalion commander decided the time
had come to let everyone know who
was in command:

‘Bravo Six, this is Big Six. You don't out
the out. If anybody outs the out, | out
the out. QUTY'

*

TTERBURN is a wild and woolly

Army training area in Northum-

berland. Woolly is perhaps the
operative word for it was Otterburn
which gave rise to that memorable
SOLDIER tongue-twister headline
‘Midst Shot, Shell and Sheep.’
In fact the population of Scottish
Blackface sheep in that area far exceeds
that of humans. And even Army train-
ing has to stop during the lambing sea-
son.
A few years ago, after a commandant
had been shot by a crazed gunman, a
perimeter fence was erected around the
camp area — which also excluded the
sheep. All very well, except that the
grass started to grow and when
Lieutenant-Colonel ‘Mac’ McLean took
over as commandant he found that con-
tractors were asking £10,000 a year to
mow the camp grounds.
Not the man to have the wool pulled
over his eyes, Colonel MclLean soon
came up with a solution. Back came
sheep inside the fence and now the
grass s kept nice and short — and at no
cost.

*

fter a reasonably steady run,
ASOLDiER has again fallen behind

its schedule: The April issue was
affected by the weather — snow pre-
vented men from getting into work at
the printers — and by other factors and
was late. The May issue suffered from
more printing problems, from following
a delayed April number and from the
Easter and May Day holidays. As a result
it was nearly five weeks late.
SOLDIER apologises to readers,
many of whom wrote in or telephoned
to ask where their copies had got to.
Hopefully, this June issue will catch
up to some extent and, looking into the
crystal ball, the July SOLDIER will be
published on or near its proper date.
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Above: Canadian chalk
leader watches cadets as
they board waiting Wessex.

Left: I have no live blanks,
pyrotechnics or empty cases

in my possession,

Story:
John Walton

Pictures:
Doug Pratt

sir.””

Top cadets in action

THE FOUR SOLDIERS had spent hours
wriggling cautiously across the grass
through the darkness and towards the
ruined house. Inside were the enemy. On a
given signal all four charged through a hole
in the wall — only to be tripped up one by
one as they entered.

In real life they would all have been killed
— just one lesson for cadets taking part in
this year’s UKLF leadership course on the
Stanford training area in Norfolk.

The 24-hour Exercise ‘Stafford Knot’ (so
called because men of Ist Battalion, The
Staffordshire Regiment, acted as enemy)
was the culmination of an exhausting ten
days for 285 handpicked cadets reckoned to
be the cream of the country’s Combined
Cadet and Army Cadet Forces as well as ten
top Canadian cadets selected at last year’s
summer camps in Canada.

There had been lots of instruction during
the previous nine days — basic weapon
handling, fieldcraft, patrolling, survival
techniques, watermanship, an assault course
competition, lectures and motorcycling.
Now most of what they had learned was to
be put into practice.

The cadets were divided into eight pla-
toons, each with three sections, and every
one faced its own enemy. The exercise was
scattered around the training area but co-
ordinated and synchronised so that all the
platoons faced the same problems and tasks.
The exercise story was that a Hercules air-
craft had crashed in the mountains and its
secret radar equipment had been captured
by the enemy. The cadets’ task was to find
the equipment and recapture it.

As some of the cadets crossed water with
the aid of a homemade raft towed by an
assault boat, American Al0 aircraft
screamed overhead. They had been called in
from Mildenhall to help provide a bit of
realism for the exercise.

Sapper Sergeant John Ozxley, from
Waterbeach, had given watermanship
instruction earlier — now he was watching
to see just how well his pupils had learned.
It was the first time he had ever worked with
cadets. “They put an awful lot into it and
are very good. We have to remember that
they are not trained soldiers and are only
young lads. But they do enjoy everything.”

Further on, another group was digging in
at its base location. Section appointments
were being changed — this was done every

17



Above: Crossing the water on the way to enemy.
Left: Then they take up positions and watch.
Below left: Slippery perch for those on raft.

few hours so that every cadet would get the
chance to show his leadership potential. Said
Lieutenarit John Lockwood, of the Staf-
fords: “What they lack in professionalism
they more than make up with enthusiasm.
We are not looking for the professional
soldiering side but how they cope with the
situation — not so much how they do but
what they do.”

That night attack in which they were
ambushed by the enemy was followed by a
morning ambush in which the cadets finally
recaptured the radar equipment. And the
Al0s shot across the skies again — this time
on the side of the cadets.

Major Michael Howes, chief instructor
for the exercise, was pleased: “The cadets
have behaved very well indeed. They are
excellent guys. The main problem has been
to ensure that safety is predominant while
ensuring as much realism as possible.

“We have had one or two injuries from
the assault course and motorcycling but by
and large they have been very sensible and
we have to accept that whatever you do on a
physical course you are bound to get one or
two minor injuries.” R A

At the end of the exercise, the cadets
relaxed and waited to be lifted back to cdmp
by Royal Air Force Wessex and Puma
helicopters. Then they were told how well or
badly they had dome. Captain Malcolm
Lawson, commander of 8 Cadet Training
Team at Guildford, told his platoon: “For
people who have been together for less than
two weeks it would have done any training
company in any training depot proud to see
the way you went through this morning.”

The cadets, too, were pleased. David
Phythian, from Birkenhead Combined
Cadet Force and heading for a career in the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers,




told SOLDIER: “It’s been the best thing
I’'ve ever been on in a cadet camp. It was
very well organised and we learned a lot.”

Richard Mobbs (16), from Plymouth and
intending to be a Royal Marine, said: *“Of all
the courses this is the one that every cadet in
the country wants to get on.” The Cana-
dians were also impressed. Jim Spratley
(16), from Pickering, Ontario, remarked:
“Is been really exciting and we have
nothing on this scale for cadets in Canada.”

The majority of the cadets intend to fol-
low Service careers. But Major Howes stres-
sed: “This has not been a recruiting exercise
but to develop leadership within the Army
and the country overall. Some of them will
probably go into commerce or industry and
that is fine because we need leaders there in
just the same way as in the Services.”

Right: The moment of truth. Will it float?

Below: Exercise over, cadets clear weapons.
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“This is a restricted area.”
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“Who do I see about changing sides?”

“Happy Birthday.”
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HELICOPTER ROTOR BLADES pum-

melling the humid air punctuate the sol-
diers’ lives, .marking the beginning or the
end of sweat-soaked slogs through the
steamy jungle of Belize.

For the RAF’s Puma aircraft are their
lifeline for men of Ist Battalion, Irish
Guards, on operational duty in the tiny
Caribbean country threatened with invasion
by its land-hungry neighbour, Guatemala.

For more than half a year, the Irish
Guards are trading their spit-and-polish
world of public duties back in the United
Kingdom to form the backbone, supported
by gunners and sappers, of Battle Group
South — guarding roughly half the country
of Belize which is about the size of Wales.
Another battlegroup in the north is similarly
constituted around a different battalion.

The Guards have two rifle companies and
elements of their support company with
them as well as their corps of drums, work-
ing as an infantry platoon, which rotates in
mid-tour with the battalion’s pipers cur-
rently back home in Windsor with the
remaining rifle company.

Southern Belize is considerably wetter
and more humid than the north and dense
jungle swathes much of its rolling uplands,
hence much of the Irish Guards’ time is
spent on jungle patrols.

No strangers to Belize — they have visited
twice in recent years — the Guards still
found it necessary to brush up their jungle

skills and a constant stream of them went
through jungle training at a school set up in
the hinterland. But once on patrol, the
guardsmen are on their own. Hacking
through the tangle of vines was likened by
Captain Sebastian Roberts to ‘Mountaineer-
ing through malignant spagherti.’

A patrol’s last link with its own temporary
‘home’ in the relative comfort of metal-
domed Nissen huts is the Puma helicopter,
the thumping of its rotor blades soon
drowned by the slash of machetes on the
greasy vines and the constant chatter of
unseen jungle fauna.

A week later, the friendly chatter of the
‘chopper’s’ blades returns to rendezvous
with the patrol — their Caribbean suntans
greyed by days under the light-excluding
canopy of lush jungle greenery. Blinking in
the sunlight bathing the cluster of huts on
Salamanca’s hillside, they relax for some
three days before setting out again into the
merciless sauna conditions for another stint
of duty.

Some 90 per cent of the battalion’s patrols
come and go from Salamanca — ‘the sharp
end’ as its temporary inhabitants call it. And
itis from there that men go to the very tip of
that sharp end — Cadenas observation point
— perched on a ridge overlooking a
Guatemalan camp just the other side of the
border. “We fly our flag and they fly theirs.
It’s a real outpost of the Empire,” quipped a
guardsman.

It was here two years ago that a company
strength of the Irish Guards watched anxi-
ously as the Guatemalan vehicles began to
‘roll’ their way. The tension was unbearable
until two RAF Harrier jets ‘buzzed’ the area
and sent the would-be invaders scuttling
back for cover. A salutary example of the
close co-operation between the RAF and
Army in Belize.

On patrol, the guardsmen relieve the
monotony of exhausting trail-blazing
through the jungle by visiting the scattered
settlements — mostly peopled by the
friendly Mayan Indians, remnants of an
ancient civilisation — and checking the
accuracy of maps for the position of tracks
and river crossings.

The Irish Guards have sensibly armed
themselves not with their usual self-loading
rifle but with the Americans’ jungle-proven
MI16A1 assault rifle, popularly known as the
Armalite.

This small, light 5.56mm-round weapon
is less bulky to heft through the clinging
jungle vines and has a smoother contour to
avoid getting caught in that ‘malignant
spagherti.’

Lighter to carry, it is a boon to the
guardsman weighed down with his large
pack containing all he needs to sustain him
for a week in the wild — plus that all
important ration of water.

The main concentration of troops is at
Rideau Camp, carved out of the jungle by

Micks trade parades for the jungle

_Story ‘Mike Starkéﬁ"
Picture: Les W#ggs

Above: Jungle drums — well W
way. The corps of drums back from the
jungle by hellcopwr from a patrol.




the Royal Engineers back in 1977 (see
SOLDIER July 1977) and now home to
some of their colleagues from 9 (Parachute)
Squadron, Royal Engineers, who are sup-
porting the Irish Guards there. Rideau is a
‘silver city’ of more domed huts with thick
cable ‘straps’ anchoring them to the ground
against the violent hurricanes that from time
to time lash this usually placid Caribbean
coastline.

The Irish Guards’ Regimental
Sergeant-Major Dennis Cleary summed up
life at Rideau: “It’s hard work just living
here. The weather and conditions make it
very much an operational environment. It’s
hotter, wetter, hillier and more remote than
the north of Belize. Mind you, it’s good fun
from a soldiering point of view. But it’s no
holiday camp, that’s for sure!”

On the seafront near the Toledo regional
capital of Punta Gorda, the Irish Guards
overlook a bay whose far shore — visible on
a clear day — is Guatemalan. Qut to sea
another observation post on Hunting Caye
provides a further task of remote vigilance.

Waterways honeycomb the low coastal
plain of this part of Belize and the Irish
Guards run continuous river and creek pat-
rols in craft manned by their sapper col-
leagues, making a cooling contrast to the
fetid operations deep in the jungle on patrol.

Each day starts at the crack of dawn
around 0530 with a run (the current Army
fitness fad is not allowed to be neglected

continued over

Below: Queen Mother gives shamrock to mascot.
Below right: More shamrock out in Belize camp.

The contrast between the Irish Guards' public spectacle of ceremonial duties
in Windsor and London as opposed to their operational role in Belize was
highlighted by their celebrations this year, at home and abroad, of St
Patrick’s Day.

Brilliant sunshine broke through the wintry chill of Victoria Barracks, Wind-
sor, to greet the Queen Mother, who came to present the shamrocks to the
remnants of 1st Battalion, Irish Guards.

The Irish Guards pride themselves on holding their traditional shamrock
distribution, even on active service, so it was no surprise that at the same
time as the wintry sun bathed the parade at Windsor, its fiercer tropical face
was turned on a parade on the main body of the battalion on its unaccom-
panied tour in Belize.

Formed up at Ridea Camp in southern Belize, the parade heard a recorded
address by the Queen Mother, echoing the simultaneous one 3000 miles
away in Windsor, and the traditional shamrock was distributed by the
Governor, Mr P D McEntee. This was not as,easy as it sounds — Quartermas-
ter Captain Ray Cowap had ‘taken delwery of the consignment of greenery
four days earlier from an aircraft and had had to keep the plants fresh in the
humid climate so different from the shamrock’s native Cork.

The tiny plants were laid out on damp blankets under cover and watered
every two hours round the clock until the appointed hour. The careful nursing

paid off and each guardsman received his shamrock as fresh as the day it

was plucked.

The unit prides |tseif0n getting the shamrock to every serving member on ‘the
day’ and this year Hong Kong, Cyprus and Australia saw ‘the wearing of the
green’ in the form of this fragile weed adorning headgear.

Captain Cowap recalled that one of his most difficult challenges in this field in
recent years was to get the shamrock to an officer on an expedition in the
remote jungles of Panama. Up to the last minute there was no clear
indication as to where exactly the officer would be on the day. But, sure
enough, when St Paddy’s Day dawned, a helicopter hovered over a hastily
cut clearing and the shamrock was carefully lowered to the eager Irish hands
beneath!

The tradition of the shamrock goes back to 1902, two years after the
formation of the regiment, when Queen Alexandra offered to make the
annual presentation to the Irish Guards on St Patrick’s Day (17 March). The
Queen Mother first performed the task in 1928 when, as Duchess of York, she
distributed the shamrock on behalf of the Princess Royal.




even on operational duty) and can spread
deep into the stifling afternoon heat for most
of the men.

With work as hard as this it is essential to
keep supplies for hungry and thirsty troops
on the move. And this is no mean task in an
area connected to the main British Forces
base at Airport Camp in central Belize by a
switchback road that can take eight hours to
travel — providing the rickety bridges have
not been swamped by flash floods.

So the Irish Guards depend on their air and
sea links, provided by the RAF with their
ubiquitous Pumas and the Royal Corps of
Transport with their bluff-bowed ramped
powered lighters that plod down the coast
twice a week with vital stores. The guards-
men are full of praise for these lifelines that
keep them in food and material.

Co-ordinating these operations back at
Airport Camp is the battalion’s own
unflappable quartermaster, Captain Ray
Cowap, whose thankless task is occasionally
lightened by ‘challenges’ radioed up the line
from Rideau camp to test his never-ending
patience. As a recent ‘trade test’ he was
asked for fresh mint (to liven up refreshing
noon-day drinks) and — unperturbed —
met the challenge by finding a local shop
that supplied the tangy herb!

Not all the Irish Guards’ tour is taken up
with work, though. Each man gets a chance
to take two weeks’ rest and recuperation
leave and, once outside his operational role,
the guardsman can easily see that he is
strategically placed in what one described as
a ‘Caribbean paradise.’

Very much a ‘family’ unit, the Guards
have seen to it that their own off-duty

Right: Two pictures showing the contrasting
roles for the Irish Guards’ Drum-Major Chris
Deane, just returned from a jungle patrol and at
home on ceremonial duty leading the drums.
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comforts are well looked after with a leave
centre at Placentia on the coast. Here a
beach lodge is used as a base for sailing,
swimming, snorkelling and canoeing as well
as that most popular of sports, fishing, with
all manner of exotic species to be hooked.

For those wishing to venture further
afield, there are the delights of Acapulco and
other Mexican resorts to sample as well as
the playgrounds of Florida in the United
States.

“We’ve taken every opportunity to take in
what is around us here,” added RSM
Cleary. “After all, we don’t know if we will
pass this way again as a unit.” Some have
even arranged the trip of a lifetime for their

wives by flying them out to join them in the
Caribbean for an idyllic holiday many less
fortunate folk back home can only dream of,

But, leave over, it’s back to the routine of
the unaccompanied tour of duty. Four
things are missed most, they say — tarmac
roads, fresh milk, a cool breeze and, of
course, one’s female companion.

And all are agreed on one other point as
well; the edge afforded by operational duty
overseas is a refreshing contrast to the pre-
cise demands of ceremonial duties back
home in Windsor and London. But as sum-
mer fades to autumn the Irish Guards will
welcome their return to that as a contrast to
the steam heat of Belize.
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Above: It’s a long way to Tipperary — among
other places — for the Irish Guards in Belize.

Top right: The skin of a deadly fer de lance snake
adorns the Salamanca officers’ mess wall.

Right: A young visitor passes the time of day with
the sentry on duty at the Rideau Camp gate.
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FAREWELL -AND GOOD LUCK!

NEARLY TWO CENTURIES of dramatic
history closed on 1 April with an exchange
of 21-gun salutes as the last British service-
men to be stationed in Malta sailed out of
Grand Harbour aboard the guided missile
ship HMS London. The Army’s landing
ship Sir Lancelot, which had taken the
company of Royal Marines of 41 Commando
aboard, left Malta earlier.

One of the last duties ashore was chaired
by the last Commander British Forces
Malta, Rear-Admiral Oswald Cecil, who
held the final conference of senior officers in
the Villa Bettina at Gudja, where General
Graham, commanding the first brigade of
British troops in Malta in 1799, had his
headquarters. This villa, with its fine walled
garden, was also the headquarters of The

Story: George Hogan

Guest writer GEORGE HOGAN was
in Malta during the rundown to final
withdrawal of British servicemen. He
was Deputy Editor of SOLDIER from
1969 to 1971 and is author of the
recently published ‘Malta: The
Triumphant Years 1940-43," a drama-
tic record of the life and morale of
the garrison during the epic siege.

Royal Hampshire Regiment in World War
Two. Colonel P W G Seabrook, the senior
British Army officer in Malta, was among
those present at this final historic meeting.
Earlier he had expressed wishes of good luck
to the people of Malta in an interview on
British Forces Broadcasting Service.

Admiral Cecil told the assembled officers
that there were still many Maltese in all
three British Services and added that the
Services still had the most cordial relations
with the Armed Forces of Malta, successors
to the Royal Malta Artillery.

Regiments on the island during
Brigadier-General Graham’s day included
the Royal Artillery, the 30th of Foot (with
officers from the 56th of Foot attached) and
the Marines. History repeated itself at that
final meeting — for those present included
Colonel Seabrook, of the Royal Artillery,
Major M E F Green of The Queen’s Lanca-
shire Regiment (descendants of the 30th of
Foot), Lieutenant-Colonel Richard Holman
of The Royal Anglian Regiment (descen-
dants of the 56th of Foot) and Major I C
Martin of the Royal Marines.

The shore salute of 21 guns was fired from
Fort St Elmo, on the seaward point of
Valletta, by Malta’s artillery regiment, until
recently the Royal Malta Artillery, whose
Colonel-in-Chief was Her Majesty the
Queen,

The RMA had precedence in the British
Army after the Army Air Corps and was
awarded the battle honour ‘Egypt 1882,

having had a battery serving with the British
forces engaged in that campaign.

In World War Two, guns from St Elmo
and other nearby coastal defences destroyed
the E-boats and the secret one-man torpedo
boats sent from Italy to make the only
seaborne attack during Malta’s epic siege.

As HMS London sailed for the open sea,
the Royal Marines band played ‘Auld Lang
Syne’ and thousands of Maltese thronged
the ramparts and bastions of Valletta and the
Three Cities around Grand Harbour in their
last farewell to British servicemen. During
the war the Maltese had also gathered in
multitude to welcome in the merchant ships,
then shepherded by Royal Navy warships
and Royal Air Force fighter planes.

At the same time, on the ground, the
Army’s anti-aircraft guns were fighting off
the raiding bombers and fighters while the
infantry were manning their defence posts
around airfields and harbours. They were
also manually unloading the precious car-
goes in harbour and speeding the turn-
round of fighter aircraft on the airfields.
Four-man teams (two Army and two RAF)
became expert in refuelling and re-arming
the Spitfires in a matter of minutes,

On 1 April 1979, as HMS London sailed
into the distant haze, officers and ratings
took a final look at the huge stone ramparts
and bastions, curtains and barrakkas of the
fortified city of Valletta, recording for the
last time that impression of solid, staid and
steadfast strength that had impressed all

-

those who came by troopship and warship in
the past 180 years.

Overhead, airmen in an RAF Nimrod,
flying out as symbolic escort and dipping in
salute, looked down to see the tiny leaf-
shaped island as soldiers of the modern
Army have first viewed it in more recent
years of airtrooping. As the wartime garri-
son, too, knew it intimately — with each
distinctive huge domed and twin-spired vil-
lage church towering like a mother hen over
the surrounding brood of farmers’ cottages,
villas, schools and coffee shops.

There were tears in the eyes of Maltese
civilians waving goodbye and from one
group of girls could be heard the quavering
strains of “We’ll meet again.” So many have
lasting memories of Tommy, Joe and Jack.
There were emotional moments, too, when
Maltese visited St Francis Ravelin, Floriana,
during the two-week period before the
closedown, to wish good luck to the staff of
the British Forces Broadcasting Service,
which had entertained Maltese civilians and
British Service personnel and their families
for the past 21 years. They brought presen-
tation cakes and other offerings and were
happy to go away with handshakes and
autographs.

These thoughts and emotions stemmed
from the recent past and from the war years
— now nearly four decades past — but the
British serviceman’s ties are deeper still,

continued over

Above: A splendid panoramic view of Malta’s
Grand Harbour during the days now ended.
Right: Not so nice was Strait Street, or ‘The
Gut,” a byword in seamy night entertainment.




Above. A reminder of the dark days of war in which the Maltese earned their George Cross. as smoke
from Talabot oblierates Floriana on 25 March 1942 after another air raid by the Axis.

going back to 1798 when the Maltese called
upon Admiral Lord Nelson to help them
evict the French from the island. The Brit-
ish flag was first raised on 9 February 1799
— some months before British troops
arrived — by the patriot Vincent Borg who
inspired his countrymen and was certain he
could depend on Nelson. Captain Alexander
Ball, besieging Valletta from seaward while
the Maltese blockaded on land, was soon
invited ashore and appointed president of
the provisional government. The 30th and
89th Regiments of Foot (now The Queen’s
Roval Lancashire Regiment and The Royal
Irish Rangers) landed on 9 December 1799.
The 2nd Battalion of the 35th (The Roval
Sussex Regiment) and the 48th (The Royal
Anglian Regiment) arrived in July 1800.
The French held out in the strongly fortified
capital of Valletta but on 5 September 1800
the 35th entered the city and their King’s
Colour was the first British flag to be flown
there. ) -

It is an historic coincidence that when
Malta was granted independence in 1964,
The Royal Sussex Regiment was again pres-
ent and the Union flag was hauled down by
Lieutenant Stephen Thorpe, the youngest
Regular officer serving with the battalion.

After the expulsion of the French, the
Maltese asked for British protection to be
continued and the nations of Europe
signified their agreement in the Treaty of
Paris in 1814.

Various constitutions were tried over the
years, including advisory councils, diarchi-
cal government and self-government, until
in 1964 Malta was granted full indepen-
dence. A mutual defence agreement and
grants of £50,000,000 over ten vears meant
that a British garrison remained for the
island’s defence. The continuing British
presence helped to maintain Malta’s
economy and gave employment to many
thousands. Nato’s Mediterranean Fleet
headquarters were set up in 1952 and con-
tinued for more than 20 years.

In 1972 the Maltese leaders sought a new
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agreement with Britain but, before this was
accomplished, political action caused ten-
sion and the British garrison began to with-
draw. A well organised and smoothly carried
out evacuation plan ensured that service-
men’s families were flown home quickly and
without untoward incident, while tens of
thousands of tons of stores were loaded on to
a fleet of ships in Grand Harbour.

At the eleventh hour a settlement was
agreed and the garrison, although somewhat
reduced, remained. It was that seven-year
agreement that came to an end with the final
withdrawal this year.

In recent years the largest single Army
unit had been 234 Signal Squadron (Malta)
commanded by Major E Pickup. This
squadron had the distinction of being the
longest continuously formed unit in the
corps — having taken over from a Royal
Engineers communications squadron in
1923. During all that time it had been a
combined British-Maltese unit.

The Royal Engineers were also represen-
ted until the end — in fact one of the last
senior non-commissioned officers to leave
was Sergeant Whitmore, in charge of the last
remaining British Forces Post Office in
Malta, at RAF Luga.

During World War Two some 15,000
British soldiers stood side-by-side with an
equal number of Maltese gunners, infan-
trymen and pioneers, in the epic defence
which gained the admiration of the free
world and earned the George Cross awarded
by King George VI. His grandfather,
Edward VII, had bestowed the title ‘King’s
Own’ on the part-time infantry unit, The
King’s Own Malta Regiment, which was
disbanded in 1972. During the war the
regiment expanded to four infantry bat-
talions while the Royal Malta Artillery total-
led five regiments — two manning coastal
defences, two heavy anti-aircraft and one
light anti-aircraft. There was also a Maltese
searchlight battery, a Malta Pioneer Group
and the Fortress Squadron, Royal
Engineers, manned by Maltese. When the

Above: The Castile in Valletta, the imposing
building which was the Army’s headquarters.

Governor, General Dobbie, called the nation
to arms in 1940 — “We fight or perish’ —
3000 men joined the Home Guard in three
days.

Eleven British regiments served on the
island in World War Two and were awarded
the battle honour ‘Malta.” They included the
Southern Infantry Brigade of Hampshire,
Dorset and Devonshire regiments which
went on to the offensive as Montgomery’s
independent 231st (Malta) Brigade in the
invasion of Sicily and onward into Nor-
mandy with the first wave of the northern
invasion. Thus were Malta’s siege vears of
agony avenged. :

But the island had not been merely defen-
sive. While the Royal Artillery’s six
regiments, and the Royal Malta Artillery,
put up tremendous barrages to safeguard
ships in harbour and planes on the ground,
the RAF and the Royal Navy’s ships and
submarines based in Malta were strafing
Rommel’s sea convoys and harassing inland
in Sicily, Italy, North Africa and the
Aegean. Malta-based planes and ships des-
troved hundreds of thousands of tons of
enemy shipping but the islanders suffered in
turn when their homes and churches fell,
battered by thousands of tons of bombs
unloaded by the Regia Aeronautica and the
Luftwaffe. In one month alone, April 1942,
6730 tons were dropped, 2000 of them on
and around the defensive positions occupied
by the 1500 men of the Southern Infantry
Brigade guarding the vital Hal Far airfield,
Safi strip and Luqga dispersal areas.

Since the crusades, when the Knights of
St John of Jerusalem were forced to with-
draw from the Holy Land, Malta has been
the key to the Mediterranean. In 1565 the
islanders and the Knights suffered the first
great siege; their victory against the Turks at
last halted the Eastern threat to Europe.

Malta’s survival in World War Two was
vital to the allies and her aggression instru-
mental in defeating Rommel. Had the island
fallen, Axis forces might well have forced
their way through Egypt and Turkey to Iran

R
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Above: In 1967 the Queen presented 1st Bn,
King’s Own Malta Regiment, with new Colours.

and the East. Today, tiny Malta is the
enigma of the Mediterranean, with the wish
to stand alone in a world unsettled politically
and economically. Her hopes lie with tour-
ism and small industries, That envisages
permanent peace.

This tiny island with a population scarcely
larger than Portsmouth’s, but sited midway
between Europe and Africa, halfway be-
tween Gibraltar and Port Said, may still be
of tactical, if not strategic, importance.
Some say that with the great advances in
modern weapons and communications her
importance is negligible.

Lord Gort was advised, when sent to take
over the governorship in May 1942, that his
task might be to organise the capitulation
within six weeks. Yet Malta and its garrison
held — and saw Italy fall. The spirit and
faith that sustained Malta then is needed
today and in the critical years ahead.

Above: After the 1967 Colours presentation the
Queen takes the salute at the march past.

Above: ‘Roll Out the Barrel’ as soldiers trundle
bombs to waiting bombers in World War Two.

Below: Memories of old Savings stamps as little
Prince Charles and Princess Anne visit Malta.

1




R L L I P I Pyl

Introducing some friends
“you'll meet in Germany

Alpine. Sunheam. Horizon. Simca.

If you are due for a posting to Germany, or if you are already stationed there, you'll
be glad to know that you still have the opportunity to buy a Chrysler at very
attractive tax-free prices. Chrysler has specialised in Military sales for over 15 years
Ja brand new booklet which tells you all you need to
know about tax-free car purchase, H.P. and insurance. Send off the coupon today for

now, and we have produce

your free copy, plus all the full colour brochures.

PLEASE SEND ME YOUR FREE BOOKLET AND BROCHURES AS INDICATED.

RANK: NAME:

UNIT ADDRESS:

QTRS. ADDRESS: _

PHONE-WORK: HOME:

MY PRESENT CAR: MILEAGE:

NEXT POSTING DUE:

| AM INTERESTED IN:
U ALPINE [ SUNBEAM 0O HORIZON [J SIMCA

STATIONED IN GERMANY:
Mail to:
Chrysler Military Sales
LyonerStrasse 44-48
'6000 Frankfurt am Main
Tel: Frankfurt 666741-45
STATIONED IN U.K.:
Mail to: :
Chrysler Military Sales Ltd.
38A Huntingdon St.
St. Neots
Huntingdon -

-




‘The Royal Military Music Show, Halle Miin-
sterland 1977’ (Military bands — 5th Royal
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards; The Royal Hus-
sars; Alamein Staff Band, Royal Tank Regi-
ment; Scots Guards; 1st Battalion, The Royal
Scots; 1st Battalion, The Devonshire and
Dorset Regiment; 1st Battalion, The Royal
Hampshire Regiment. Pipes and drums — 4th
Royal Tank Regiment; 1st Battalion, The Royal
Scots. Pipes and drums and corps of drums —
2nd Battalion, Scots Guards. Choirs — Der
Schulchor des Konrad-Schlaun-Gymnasium,
Miinster; Edinburgh BFES School, Miinster;
York BFES School, Miinster. Dancers — York
BFES School) (Directed by Major D R Beat)
(RMS 103)

I thought we had seen the end of the Silver
Jubilee, or at least the recorded contributions.
Although a late arrival, the Halle Miinsterland
concert is as rewarding as ever when absorbed as a
whole. In its parts, it suffers a little from acous-
tics, amateur (in the best sense) singing and a
tantalising absence of the visual goings-on. What
a joy it is to see children singing and dancing with
the total engrossment, confidence and fearlessness
stemming from innocence. The German children
sound exactly the same as the British kids from the
local BFES schools.

The massed bands give spirited performances,
particularly of Laurie Johnson's popular ‘Vivat
Regina,’ which must have pleased the hosts since
it cleverly uses the old chorale Ein’ Feste Burg
against the vivats, Wagner's overture to ‘Die
Meistersinger,” Bayco’s fine march ‘Royal Wind-
sor’ and some excerpts from ‘Pictures at an Exhi-
bition.’

The pipes and drums give a quite normal
display but unusually there are some marches
from the massed corps of drums — those of the
Devon and Dorsets and Scots Guards. Here is
your chance to obtain, at last, Drum-Major Bur-
kett’s great favourite ‘Haselmere,’ plus ‘Little
Drummer Boy,” ‘Heart of Scotland,’ ‘Miinster-
land 77" and ‘Under the Double Eagle.’

The British children sing ‘When a Child is
Born,’ ‘Rose of England’ and (an inspiration) the
‘Ascot Gavotte’ from My Fair Lady, The German
children sing, as their curtsey to the Queen,
Ronald Binge’s ‘Elizabethan Serenade’ and
‘Fahrende Musikanten.’

“All in all it must have been one of those
old-fashioned heat-warming occasions where the
producers thought not a note should be missed by

those unfortunate enough not to see the show.
Two complete LPs in a colourful album of what
Nato is all about. RB

Also on these records: Massed bands and fan-
fare trumpets — Deutschlandlied; God Save the
Queen. ‘Meet the Band’ — Dizzy Fingers; Bug-
lers’ Holiday; Trombones to the Fore; On the
Track. Massed bands, pipes and drums — Chil-
dren of the Regiment; Scotland the Brave; Sol-
diers of the Queen; Mull of Kintyre; Standard of
St George; Going Home. Massed corps of drums
— Drummers’ Call; Campbell Connolly. Massed
bands and cavalry trumpet fanfare — Trumpet
Fanfare. Massed pipes and drums — Within a
Mile of Edinburgh Toun; Flett from Flotta; Wee
Highland Laddie; Wings; Mingulay Boat Song;
Boys of Blue Hill; Donald Willie and His Dog;
Flower of Scotland; Portsmouth. Massed bands:
The Watermill.

The Regimental Band of Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry presents ‘Marches of
the Canadian Armed Forces — Traditional and
Contemporary’ (Director of Music, Captain
Leonard Camplin) (Westmount Records WSTM
7813) -
Traditional and contemporary means, I suppose,
old and new. I'm not sure that it was a good idea
to issue fifty or so marches, played by the same
band, in one double album. The records may have
their domestic uses but, for the interested lis-
tener, tedium can set in quite early. We do things
better by having bands record their own regimen-
tal music with contrasted items interspersed.
Sorry, gentlemen, I gave up at the end of side one
and switched to side four just to hear an old
favourite of mine, ‘Thro’ Night to Light.” Smash-
ing! And might even cause our collectors to pay
for an hour-and-a-half’s music to obtain two
minutes-worth.

Side one is devoted to regimental trooping —
all known except ‘Ric-a-Dam-Doo’ and ‘Lady
Patricia March’ — side two to battalion and

regimental marches (all known except ‘Winnipeg
March’) and sides three and four to odds and ends
traditional and contemporary.

As I said, domestic needs may be satisfied to
have all these tunes on one album, but the Fifes
and Drums of Williamsburg (reviewed April)
showed how to present a potentially monotonous
programme with flair and imagination.

Princess Pat’s double album is available at
Canadian $12.25 plus $5.60 air or $2.50 surface
mail. " RB

Also on these two records: Regimental Troop-
ing — Fanfare; I'm Ninety-Five; Power House;
Something About a Soldier; The Assembly; Land
of Hope and Glory; The Colours; Sons of the
Brave; British Grenadiers; Ric-a-Dam-Doo; Garb
of Old Gaul; Lili Marlene; Regimental Quick
March; British Grenadiers.

Battalion and regimental marches — The
Maple Leaf (1 PPCLI); March Winnipeg (2
PPCLI); Imperial Echoes (3 PPCLI); I'm
Ninety-Five (allied regiment, The Royal Green
k!ckels}; Waltzing Matilda (allied regiment, The

oyal Australian Regiment); Bonnie Dundee (4
PPCLI); The Royal Canadian Regiment; Vive La
Canadienne (The Royal 22nd Regiment); The
Longest Day (Canadian Airborne Forces); The

Standard of St George (Canadian Guards); The
Buffs (The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada); The
Highland Laddie (The Black Watch, Royal High-
land Regiment of Canada).

Traditional and contemporary marches —
Heart of Oak (Royal Canadian Navy, now Naval
Operations Branch); Celer Paratus Callidus
(Mobile Command); RCAF March Past (RCAF,
now Air Operations Branch); My Boy Willie
(Royal Canadian Armoured Corps, now
Armoured Branch); Royal Artillery Slow March
(Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery, now Artil-
lery Branch); Corps March of the Royal Canadian
Corps of Signals (Royal Canadian Signals and 1st
Canadian Signal Regiment); Wait for the Waggon
(Royal Canadian Army Service Corps); Here’s a
Health Unto Her Majesty (Royal Canadian Dental
Corps, now Dental Branch); The Village Black-
smith (Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps); REME
Corps March Past (Co of Royal Canadian
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, now Land
Ordnance Engineering Branch).

Pay Parade (Roy:tln&nadian Army Pay Corps);
Post Horn March (Royal Canadian Postal Corps);
Onward Christian Soldiers (Royal Canadian Arm
Chaplain Corps, now Chaplain Branch); Thro
Night to Light (Canadian Provost Corps); Athene
(Canadian Women’s Army Corps); Silver and
Green (Canadian Intelligence Corps); The Mer-
cury March (Communications and Electronics
Branch); March of the Logistics Branch; The
Farmer’s Boy (Medical Branch); Thunderbird
(Security Branch); Duty Above All (Service Batta-
lions); Royal and National Anthems.

Brass in Brief

‘Sailing from the Clyde’ (Greenock and District
Silver Band) (Musical Director: A G T Lucas)
(Choir of St Michael’s Academy, Kilwinning)
(Conducted by Mrs McDonald) (EMI NOTE
NTS 157)

Bits and pieces from TV, films, Burns and the
Clyde. ‘Hawaii Five-O,’ ‘Scots Wha’ Ha'e,’ ‘Men
of Harlech,” ‘Jesus Christ Superstar,’ ‘Betty
Dear,” ‘Stranger on the Shore,” ‘Sailing,” ‘The
Contestor,” “My Love is Like a Red Red Rose,’.
‘Frolic for Trombones,” ‘Bramwyn’ and the
unforgiveable ‘Clydeoscope Medley,’ all with help
from the choir. RB

‘Sounds of Brass: Fodens Motor Works Band?

(Conducted by James Scott) (Soloist: Norman

Law) (Decca SB 333) (Cassette: KBSC 333)

Good quality programme well played. ‘Prelude

and Fugue' (Langford), ‘The Sea’ (Denis -
Wright), ‘Melody and Caprice’ (Hespe), ‘Bees-

a-Buzzin," ‘Semper Fidelis,” overture ‘Die

Fledermaus,’ ‘Intermezzo’ (Hughes), ‘La Reine

de Saba’ and two movements from ‘Casse

Noisette.’ RB

The record ‘The Band and Corps of Drums of
the First Battalion, The King's Regiment’
(reviewed January) is available at £2.50,
including postage, from Bandmaster, 1
Kings, Roman Barracks, Colchester, Essex. A
cassette is available at the same price.
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SAY IT RENUINE
LOUD AND PROUD!  S{RPLIS

@ BERETS
® COMBAT CLOTHING

® PARKAS

BOOTS

0.G. TROUSERS

O.G. SHIRTS
BRK/DRESS TROUSERS
‘568 WEBBING
RUCKSACKS

® WATER BOTTLES

WITH EXCLUSIVE-DESIGN,PRINTED T SHIRTS. | “mostanvoningin genuine

govt surplus

Capricorn are the specialists in top quality starting on only 50 shirts, personal service

custom printing for the armed forces. guaranteed and delivery prompt.

Offering an unbeatable selection of This is the ideal, economic way of giving IS for caTpEIT
garments—T-shirts, sweatshirts, hooded your team, group, unit, etc a real sense of SILVERMAN'S
sweaters, zipped hooded sweaters and now  identity and is also perfect for publicity or s

new Acrilan, machine-washable sweaters- fund raising. (Department S)

at genuinely unbeatable prices. Write for full-colour brochure, prices,etc to: 2/8 Harford Street,
All you need to do is a rough sketch London, E.1.

‘and we'll print it superbly to your Tel: 01-790 5257
individual requirements, including velvet ]
flock if required. . e e e e i Personal callers Mon.-Fri.
Minimum order is 20, with special discounts Cheshire SK2 5TX Tel: 061-480 8241/42 Noarast Tibe = hiits st

THE NEW FORCE IN THE U.K. & WEST GERMANY

. COMBINEDSERVICES
" mm EXPORT CAR SALES

THE RESPONSIBLE COMPANY FOR RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE

@ Taxconcessions for overseas posting
@® NAAFIlow deposit hire purchase terms
@® Competitive bank loans arranged

@ Trade-in facilities

@ Efficient and reliable service

s s S s S s s i — — — ———
| am interested in a Make Model _-l
Name (Block Capitals) __ Rank X I
Present Unit Address _ I
I Telephone Ext I
. I Home Address I
You've nothing to lose § I Telephone I
—not even your deposit i DeliveryDate ___________ Posting Date Desti
We offer agenuine - ITrade-in Details l
money back Guarantee THE GHUIBE l Make _ Model ‘ T e Estate/Saloon .l
if we cannot supply ‘ U.K.tax paid YES/NO Drive AH/LH GT/GL/DeLuxe
thecar of yourchoice 470 Is Ynuns ' I Year of manufacture *Delete where not applicable I
; o lcsecs. |
23 Rochus Strasse, 5144, Weghberg, Rath-Anhoven, West Germany. Tel : 02431- 7768'
41 High St., Camberley, Surrey.Tel : Camberley (0276) 28869/26212
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MILITARY 77
RUSEURS

IPTH/2IST
LAHCERS

A FINER SETTING for a regimental
museum could hardly be found than Belvoir
Castle, the Leicestershire home of the
Dukes of Rutland. With its round tower,
stately terraces and battlemented gatehouse,
the castle stands on a site of great military
importance on an escarpment dominating
the Trent Valley and it is easy to understand
that there has been a castle there for more
than a thousand years. The present Duke of
Rutland traces his ancestry back to William

‘the Conqueror’s standard bearer who, after

the battle of Hastings, was appointed to
govern the area. He built the first castle and,
in his Norman French, gave it its name.

Short swords, lances and ammunition
pouches used by the Duke of Rutland’s
Militia; two star-like arrangements of
cavalry sabres, the points of which meet in a
central boss formed by a cast of the head of
the Duke of Wellington; and several
souvenirs of the Manners family, among
them the famous Marquis of Granby, who
raised the 21st (Granby’s) Light Dragoons
in 1760, all catch the eye.

The regiment’s three Guidons are dis-
played on the grand staircase leading to the
17th/21st Lancers’ museum on the first floor
where there is a splendid collection of
exhibits relating to the 17th Lancers (Duke
of Cambridge’s Own), the 21st (Empress of
India’s) Lancers and the present-day 17th/
21st.

The oldest items are the gold seal used by
the first colonel of the 17th, John Hale,
between 1759 and 1770, a gold cross prob-
ably presented to an officer who served in
San Domingo in the late 18th century, and a
silver snuff box said to be the only item
saved when the ship carrying the regimental
headquarters back to England from South
America foundered in 1797.

However, the museum’s most treasured

. pieces are connected with the two great

actions in which the 17th and 21st gained
their greatest glory — the battles of Balak-
lava and Omdurman — and pride of place
must go to the battered copper bugle carried
in the Charge of the Light Brigade by
Trumpeter ‘Billy’ Brittain, orderly trumpe-
ter to the Earl of Cardigan, the brigade
commander. There are also the Victoria
Cross awarded to Corporal Charles Wooden
for valour during the charge, the silver-
mounted hooves of Captain ] P Winter’s
charger, killed in the charge, and a number
of other relics of the ‘gallant six hundred.’

The charge of the 21st Lancers against the
Dervishes at the climax of Omdurman is
commemorated by a brass seven-pounder
field gun captured there, a collection of
Dervish spears and a superb pair of silver
candelabra presented to the 21st by the

L ]

officers attached to it for the campaign,
including Sir Winston Churchill.

A VC awarded to Sergeant T Lawrence,
of the 17th, in the Boer War, is nicely
complemented by that won by Private C
Hull, who saved the life of the 21st’s adjut-
ant during an engagement with tribesmen
on the North-West Frontier in World War
One.

Famous officers who served in the regi-
ment are also commemorated. There is the
revolver carried by Field-Marshal Sir Eve-
lyn Wood in the Crimean War and Indian
Mutiny in which, as a junior officer of the
17th, he won the Victoria Cross. Sir Evelyn
joined the Royal Navy as a midshipman but
transferred to the Army and rose through
the ranks to field-marshal. There are also
several reminders of Field-Marshal Earl
Haig, among them a blue patrol jacket he
wore as colonel of the 17th Lancers and a
bronze statuette showing him on his charger
‘Whaler.’

Plumed headdresses, spurs and saddlery
are typical souvenirs of these two famous
cavalry regiments which amalgamated in
1922, The regiment’s motto ‘Death or glory’
was adopted when the 17th were raised as
light dragoons in 1759. The skull and cross-
bones cap badge above the inscription ‘Or
Glory’ was retained on amalgamation and it
is not surprising to find in the museum a
cigar box fashioned from a human skull and
two crossed bones.

John Jesse

Address: Belvoir Castle

Grantham

Lincolnshire

Lieutenant-Colonel R L C

Tamplin (Retd)

Prince William of Gloucester

Barracks

Grantham

NG33 7T]

Grantham (0476) 67413 ext 252

April-September: Wednesday,

Thursday and Saturday 1200 to

1800; Sunday 1400 to 1900

Monday, Tuesday and Friday.

The museum is an integral part

of the castle and access is

available only to those admitted

to the castle during the castle’s

opening hours

Adults 90p, children 50p, car

park 10p

Facilities: Self-service tea room

For sale: Guide book and souvenirs.
Next month: The Oxfordshire and

Buckinghamshire Light Infantry

Curator:

Telephone:
Open:

Closed:

Entrance:

RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR CLUB, CHARITY,
SOCIETY OR ORGANISATION.
WINDOW GAMES SELLING AT 5p, 10p & 20p

instant profit - Instant payout No waiting.

Pontoon. Bandit, Lucky 7. Super Pontaon, Royal Pontoon, Golden
Fontoon, Beer, Dauble Hand Poker. Tenner Bingo. Six Shat Bandit
Super Six Shot Bandit, Multi-Chance Bingo & Platinum Pantoan

Gross Profits from £27.50 10 £ 350,00 per set

All sets of tickets are guaranteed and are the mos! successful
fund raisers of their type in the UK

. | Casino Banker

Gross Probits up 1o

£36 per set

PHONE OR WRITE FIJ_I_F_N;; BROCHURE. AND SAMPLES ETC TO:
I NANKE T VAN 1))

5-7 NEW YORK ROAD. LEEDS LS2 TPL. TEL LEEDS (0532) 34230 TELEX 557220
ANSWERING SERVICE WHEN CLOSED - LEEDS (0532) T06821

UK ATOMIC ENERGY
AUTHORITY CONSTABULARY

We have vacancies for

CONSTABLES

AT ESTABLISHMENTS IN
England & Scotland

Age normally: 19 to 35 years*

Minimum Height: 5" 7" (men)
54" (women)

Pay Scale: £2970-£4195 pa

Opportunity for Overtime

Good promotion prospects

Free Housing or Rent Allowance

40 Hour Week

Contributory Pension Scheme

*(applicants over this age with
recent service in HM Forces may
be accepted at the Chief
Constable’s discretion.)

For further information write to:
The Chief Constable
UKAEA Constabulary
Building C51T
AEE Winfrith
Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8DH
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MILITARY MEN OF BRASS

AT FIRST GLANCE the smartly dressed
bandsmen of the South Nottinghamshire
Hussars look like any other military band. It
is only when they sit down to play that you
realise they owe perhaps more to the Not-
tinghamshire coalfields than to Kneller
Hall. For the South Nottinghamshire Hus-
sars (RHA) Brass Band is famous through-
out the brass band world — and it is-the only
official brass band in the British Army.

The band has a history stretching back
more than a century-and-a-half to the Hus-
sars’ cavalry days. Between 1826 and 1900
the band often performed in public and it
was to its strains that the regiment marched
out of Nottingham for the South African
War.

In World War One the bandsmen were
retrained as medical orderlies and stretcher
bearers and the South Notts Hussars served
in Egypt, Gallipoli, Macedonia and Pales-
tine where they ceremonially buried their
spurs as they were transformed into the
South Notts machine-gun battalion. In 1922
the regiment lost its cavalry role for good
and became 107 Field Brigade, Royal Artil-
lery. In World War Two its men fought in
the desert for two vears until June 1942
when thev were decimated at the Battle of
Knightsbridge.

All this glorious history does not provide
an answer as to why the band is a brass
band. And in fact no-one at the band prac-

Top: Bandmaster, Mr Les Hartill, gets the horns,
cornets, euphoniums and basses really blowing.

Left: Where there’s us there’s brass. South Notts
Hussars bandsmen pose with their instruments.




tice session in Nottingham that rainy Sun-
day afternoon appeared to know.

Said Major Tony Haines, band president
and commander of the Hussars: “We are in
brass band country so I suppose that’s the
reason there has never been a move to make
it into a military band.” Opined Drum-
Major Sam Bradley, a former miner: “Most
of us were brought up with brass bands from
colliery villages and we’re very proud of
being the Army’s only one.” And Bandmas-
ter Les Hartill, whose background is Salva-
tion Army rather than colliery bands, told
us: “In this area it’s easy to get up a viable
brass band but it would be a problem getting
hold of reed players in such a strong brass
area. It helps to keep the standard higher.”

And the standard is high. Because the
drill hall facilities are not really conducive to
training budding musicians, the band gets
its ready made recruits from other bands —
some Salvationists and several who gradu-
ated from a long-defunct Boys Brigade
band.

The bandsmen do not go on exercises
with the unit, although in the event of a war
they would revert to their ambulance and
stretcher-cdrrvmg roles. But they keep very
busy — in fact their calendar is so full each
year that many invitations have to be turned
down. And they regularly feature among the
prizewinners at brass band contests — both
in Nottinghamshire and nationally.

Bandmaster Hartill, who lives in Derby-
shire, and Staff-Sergeant Arthur Gay, who
plays principal cornet and acts as band
sergeant-major, responsible for administra-
tion, have both just received TAVR
meritorious service certificates from their
respective lord lieutenants. Both say: “It’s
this band for comradeship.”

Sergeant Kenneth Parker had a special
request to make through SOLDIER. He
told of the band’s desperate desire to visit
and play in Rhine Army. What is needed is
an official invitation from a gunner regiment
in Germany. Can anybody help the Army’s
Men of Brass?
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Alfasud Ti 1.5. 1490cc.

Max Speed 106mph. 0-60mph.
10-9 secs. Front Wheel Drive,
five speed gearbox, 2-door,
4/5 seater, sports

saloon.

(4 door model
also available).

Alfasud Sprint 1.5. 1490cc.
Max Speed 106mph. 0-60mph.
11-2 secs. Front wheel drive,

five speed gearbox, 2 door,
4 seats, stylish
coupé.

/ Giulietta. 1570cc, twin camshaft
engine. Max Speed 108mph.

* 0-60mph. 10-5 secs, rear
mounted five speed gear-
box, 4 door, 4/5 seater,
modern wedge
shaped saloon.

Alfetta GTY 2000, 1962cc twin
camshaft engine. Max Speed
122mph. 0-60mph. 8 9 secs. Rear

mounted five speed gear- / o

box, 2 door, 2+ 2 ultra
stylish coupé.

(Alfetta 2000
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available). ”

Alfa Romeo (GB) Ltd offer new
RHD BFG specification Alfas. Buy direct from us and get:
7 day delivery, Forces discount, NAAFI Finance, and over
600 service dealers in Germany.

Military Sales Division, Alfa Romeo (GB) Limited,
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It’s not just exchanging one
uniform for another - the Prison
Service offers you a different second
career in which you can really use
the special experience you’ve
acquired as a serviceman.

Y our experience with people,
understanding, your ability to cope
with difficult and unusual situations
and your maturity are ideal quali-
fications for a Prison Officer. They
can be the basis upon which you can
build a rewarding and satisfying
career.

It’s a secure job. You get full and
thorough training before you start.
The pay’s good - £65.51 a week in
the first year, plus free uniform, plus
free housing (or rent allowance).
Annual increases, opportunities for
overtime, free pension, and for the
right people, good prospects for
promotion.

Send now for the illustrated
booklet giving full details.

Name L Alai=d

(Mr/Mrs/Miss) ?5506

Men and Women in good health

are required, between 2| and 49}
g e R S e - men § 6" (167.6cm) or over,
women about 5’ 3" (160 cm) or
over.
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To: Home Office, Freepost, London, 7 5 iz
SWE SBR. (No stamp needed) in today's Prison Service
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‘Now Robin Hood is to Nottingham gone,

With a link a down, and a day . . .

’

THE NOTTINGHAM CONNECTION

SHERWOOD FOREST, which used to
stretch over most of Nottinghamshire and
into other counties as well, is now reduced
to a few isolated woods and spinneys. But
Robin Hood, the legendary figure who rob-
bed the rich to help the poor, lives on — this
vear in the person of 33-year-old furniture
trade training officer Michael Hornsby.

Michael spends most of his weekends
donning Lincoln Green and whizzing round
the Nottinghamshire countryside with Maid
Marian, Friar Tuck, Little John and all the
immortal gang. He is this year’s choice for
the top job in the Robin Hood Society, one
of the more unusual of the costume societies
which have sprung up in Britain.

The Robin Hood Society owes its origins
to Mr Jim Lees, probably the world’s lead-
ing expert on the outlaw and his Merry
Men. And it was the unlikely pastime of
square dancing which set him off on his
researches into the origins of the tales. In the
1950s, Mr Lees used to be a square dance
caller and went to the United States in that
role. While there he was inevitably intro-
duced as Robin Hood because he came from
Nottingham and he found that both there
and at home there was very little real know-
ledge of Robin.

Above: Robin’s horn summons his Merry Men,

“The hunt was on,” he said. “I would
collect the most complete information on the
saga possible and encourage people to be
more Robin Hood minded.” After years of
delving through ancient manuscripts, Mr
Lees became convinced that Robin had
actually existed ‘of noble birth, a knight and
a man of property and of Saxon descent.’
His name was Robert de Kyme and he was
outlawed by King John and forfeited his
lands,

Mr Lees also did a prodigious amount of
work on all the stories and characters in the
Robin Hood saga. And by 1971 he decided
that a society was needed both to promote
the outlaw and to ensure that what had been
uncovered would not be lost again to post-
erity.

The current secretary, Mrs Mary Cham-
berlain, who now plays the stately Rohese,
Countess of Lincoln, takes up the story:
“Mr Lees called a meeting by advertising in
the paper. I just wanted to find out about the
costumes of the time but I got so interested
that I was elected to be secretary.”

Soon the costumed outlaws were appear-
ing at fétes and shows in the area. Mr Lees
himself took part initially until a con-
tretemps with the elastic in his tights caused
his retirement. But he still remains presi-
dent and takes a keen interest. The Robin
Hood Society has about 20 costumed mem-

bers as well as hundreds of members from
other parts of Britain and overseas — these
are mostly tourists who are only too happy
to feel a part of such a romantic legend.

There are some interesting characters
among the members. Mrs Chamberlain’s
husband, Doug, has found that playing
Friar Tuck has become such a habit he is
very loth to reveal his real name when
dressed up. “I always think it spoils it when
I have to tell reporters my real name. As far
as I am concerned I am Friar Tuck.”

Doug certainly looks the part but says his
figure is not attributable to over-eating. In
fact he was embarrassed when he had to visit
a local school in his Friar Tuck role. “The,
kids had baked me a little cake each as they
had heard that Friar Tuck was supposed to
eat so much. Some of them tasted awful but
I had to eat every one.”

Only Robin and Marian are elected, on an
annual basis. Roles like Friar Tuck and
Little John, which are not so easy to cast,
remain constant. Little John is Sherwood-
born prison officer David Crofts. Six-feet
tall (which is all they reckon Little John was
anyway), David finds the open-air life in the
forest just the antidote to prison pallor. He
has re-enacted countless times the memor-
able meeting and staff fight with Robin,

In fact the society is very careful to advise

continued on page 43
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Left: Weighty problem for Robin as
he re-enacts the time when he had
to carry Friar Tuck over a stream.

Right: Friarly advice as Robin and
Little John engage in staff lllﬂll:.
watched by ladies, including Ma

Below: Wicked Sheriff (Steven Brad-
ley) escorts costumed ladies down
the steps of old Nottingham Castle.




— ———

watching children not to emulate such
fights. Accidents can happen even in the
best-run gang of outlaws and the society got
national publicity when Doug Chamberlain,
as Friar Tuck, accidentally clobbered
Michael Hornsby, as Robin, and put him
into hospital.

Bows and arrows are what one normally
associated with the band and the statue of
Robin in front of Nottingham Castle has had
the bow stolen. so many times that the
authority has now left him without one.

One man who does enjoy a bit of archery
is Will Stuteley — in real life Michael
Hodges, a 42-year-old machine operator. He
travels all the way from Bury in Lancashire
at weekends (a 200-mile round trip) in order
to dress up. “I’ve been interested in Robin
Hood since I was five years old,” he told
SOLDIER. “And when I saw a piece about
the society in the paper I wrote straight away
and asked if I could join.”

Musical accompaniment for the outlaws’
escapades is provided by Alan-a-Dale (John
Hampson), an ex-trooper in the 3rd
Carabiniers and managing director of a firm

which makes, among other things, Robin
Hood chess sets.

“The best time is in the summer when we
get thousands of children coming into Sher-
wood Forest to play ‘hunt the outlaw,” »* he
said. “All of the outlaws go into the forest
and hide and the children have to look for
us. Every outlaw they find signs a card and
they get points for each signature. The one
with the most points gets a prize.”

Of course, it’s not everyone who is pre-
pared to buy his own medieval costume and
appear in public in it. One of the previous
Robin Hoods would not come out of his
house unless the other members went to
meet him — because he was frightened of
being seen by his neighbours. And Mrs
Chamberlain, during her stint as Marian,
was besieged by rather nasty phone calls,

The society’s members, all perfectly nor-
mal people who enjoy their rather bizarre
interest, occasionally attract more unusual
people. Such as the woman who turned up
at meetings as a witch, complete with hat,
long black wig and a special set of teeth.
After she discovered that there are no

witches in the Robin Hood stories she dis-
appeared (presumably on her broomstick).

The Robin Hood Society now seems to be
firmly established as a part of the Notting-
ham scene. It has written a Robin story
which is being used by the Post Office as a
special ‘dial-a-story’ service, while the local
council, which at one time was lukewarm,
now helps in every way (even the Sheriff of
Nottingham often appears).

But the demand for the society’s services
appears to be growing so fast that Mrs
Chamberlain thinks that soon there will
have to be a full-time Robin Hood, paid and
elected on an annual basis like a beauty
queen,

Stories which have been sung, written and
passed down from generation to generation
for centuries do have a basis in fact. That is
the firm belief of every member of Notting-
ham’s modern version of Robin Hood and
his Merry Men.

Story: John Walton
Pictures: Doug Pratt



Made in our U K.
factory

NOW AVAILABLE
‘AT EASE’ T-SHIRTS
WHITE WITH DARK
BLUE PRINT SIZES —
5. ‘M. L. 'PRICE £2.75
STATE SIZE AND
BADGE REQUIRED

‘At Ease’ sweat shirts are be ubly
made leisure wear in fleecy-linad
100% cotton material and are
available with or without the hood
and pockets. They come with your
regimental badge permanently
printed on the left breast in white
or dark blue depending on the shirt
colour selected. To order, just
indicate in the coupon below:
preferred colour, size, type of
sweat shirt (standard or hooded)
and batdge number (from the
chart) and enclose the appropriate

1. Life Guards. 2. Blues and Rovals. 3, Royal Harse
Artiflery . 4, Queen's Dragoon Guards 5. Royal
Scots Dragoon Guards. 6. 4th/7th Royal Dragoon
Guards, 7. 5th Royal Inniskilling Oragoon Guards.
8. Queen’'s Own Hussars. 9. Queen's Royal Irish
Hussars. 10. 9th/12th Royal Lancers. 11, Royal
Hussars, 12. 13th/18th Royal Hussars 13. 14th/
20th King's Hussars. 14, 16th/19th King's Royal
Hussars. 15. 16th/5th Queen’s Royal Lancers
16. 17th/21st Lancers. 17. Royal Tank Regiment
18. Royal Artillery 19, Royal Engineers. 20. Royal
Signals. 21. Grenadier Guards. 22. Coldsteam Guards
23. Scots Guards. 24, Irish Guards, 25, Welsh Guards
26. Royal Scots, 27. Queen’s Regiment, 28, King's
Own Royal Border Regiment. 29. Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers. 30. King's Regiment. 31. Royal Anglian
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33. Light Infantry, 34. Prince of Wales's Own Regi
ment of Yorkshire. 356, Green Howards. 36. Royal
Highland Fusiliers. 37. Cheshire Regiment. 38. Rayal
Welch Fusiliers. 39. Royal Regiment of Wales
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- . S 58. Royal Army Chaplain's Dept. 59, Royal Corps of

supply a drawing (it need only be Transport. 60, Royal Army Medical Carps. 61. Royal
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Mechanical Engineers, 63. Royal Military Police
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; Corps. 68. Military Provost Stati Carps. 69. Hoyal
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i Corps. 71. Royal Pioneer Carps. 72. Intelligence
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Digital Systems Engineers

Do you have experience with digital systems? Do you have a Science Degree, or
perhaps HND, HNC or ONC? Could you tackle a new area of work? If so, and you are
leaving the Service, we would like to hear from you.

The Weapon Systems Engineering group at Bracknell is expanding to cope with a
number of new contracts for home and overseas. These include land based, maritime and
airborne computer systems for Command and Control, Headquarters, Electronic Warfare,
Missile and Gun Control, Trainers and other applications.

We require engineers to work in a team which has responsibility for systems design
work involving initial definition, interface specifications, cabling, alignment, setting-to-
work, integration of hardware and software, trials and perfomance evaluation. The
Weapon Systems Engineer is involved throughout the life of a project, from initial design
to post acceptance.

Vacancies exist at different levels and training will be provided on Ferranti hardware
and software.

We offer a progressive salary structure with opportunities for advancement, a
productivity bonus scheme and flexible working hours. Assistance with relocation
expenses can be given.

If you are interested please ring our Recruitment Office on Bracknell 3232 ext. 471, or
write quoting ref. no. D/867/S to:

The Personnel Officer,Ferranti Computer Systems Limited, Bracknell Division,
Western Road, Bracknell, Berkshire.

The above post is open to male or female applicants

FERRANTI

Computer Systems

ore reasO"
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a( m 00 Horse Guards, Whitehall,
. cals < | London SW1A 24X,
h\S O | England
I Tel: 01-371 8141
As one of our ‘regulars’ you obviously know all about The Royal ! I Please reserve me

Tournament. Its unique blend of music, marching, pageantry and exciting - :
entertainment has, time and again, brought you back to Earls Court ) ' tzn::;{l)ets for July
But this year there's even more reason for coming I Pt‘iccs T S £300 D7'30
Apart from our traditional favourites, like the Inter-port Field Gun I £1.500] £4.'00[]
Competition, we're planning a number of special attractions. £2200 £5.0000
A contingent from overseas will be adding an international flavour to l ; 3

the show. The Marines are also planning a piece of action to keep you on
the edge of your seat. And the RAF will be staging a Finale to
end all Finales.

It's going to be the best Tournament ever. Isn't that reason enough for
booking your seats really early? Clip the coupon now . . . /

Earls Court 11-28 July'79 k.

I I enclose cheque/please charge to American l
I Express, Access Barclaycard Nos.

I_L]][T[IIIIJII_I—II

L—————_—_J
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1 W% SCOTCH WHISKIES BLENDED & BOTTLEDE (I

Matthew Gloag & Son Lid.
Perth, Scotland

STABLISHED 1N 1800 AT THE SAME ADDRESS

The exception
that could prove

tobe your rule.
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SOLDIER welcomes readers’ let-
ters. Publication is at the discretion
of the Editor. Anonymous letters
are not published.

SOLDIER cannot admit corres-
pondence on matters involving dis-
cipline or promotion in a unit. Serv-
ing readers should not ask for
information available within their
units.

Rose Day?

Queen’s Regulations for the Army
1975, Part 9 — Dress, paragraph
5.365, permits all ranks of English
units, at the discretion of command-
ing officers, to wear the national
emblem, the rose, on uniform on St
George’s Day, 23 April.

Has any English reader tried to
obtain a fresh rose on 23 April? At
least Minden Day — the other occa-
sion upon which the rose may be
worn, by the select few — falls within
the rose blooming season. One won-
ders how the custom of permitting
the wearing of a rose in April origi-
nated. It has never been generally
supported, probably because of the
lack of natural blooms at that time of
the year.

Perhaps the Army Benevolent Fund
might take advantage of the situa-
tion? Since real roses are rare in
April, (artificial or even paper) roses
could be sold to raise funds for the

Army’s charity. Other Services are
not so reserved about selling fund-
raising favours on flag days — why
not an ABF Rose Day on St George’s
Day?>— H B Eaton, 38 Sparrow
Close, Brampton, Huntingdon,
Cambridgeshire, PE18 8PY.

Thank you, RGJ

Through SOLDIER I should like to
thank all at The Royal Green Jackets
Depot at Winchester for making such
a wonderful day on 20 April of our
visit to the passing-out parade, which
included our younger son. The depot
received us with kindness and splen-
did organisation; the meals were
wonderful and well served. After the
parade we visited the museum and I
was astounded by this record of ser-
vice to the country — as an ex-
Regular I can understand the pride
the Green Jackets take in their
museum.

What made our day, too, was that
our other son, serving in the Irish
Guards, was there in his No. 2s. It
was a very proud day for my wife and
myself and I would urge anyone who
has a relative involved not to fail to
attend a passing-out parade: Thank
you again for a fine day, Royal Green
Jackets. — F ] Bennett (ex-sgt,
King’s), 23 Field Lane, Litherland,

Liverpool.

Ins and outs

RB’s mention in his review of ‘The
Pride o’ Them A’ — The Gordons in
Chester’ (On Record, April) of
‘. .. the regimental sergeant-major . .
. in there somewhere making sure the
trumbone slides moved together’
recalls an incident involving the for-
midable front rank of trombones in
the massed bands of the Brigade of
Guards some years ago.

During the final rehearsal for Troop-
ing the Colour, the commanding
officer, a fanatic for precision,
appeared to be satisfied that all would
be well on the day — until the trom-
bones caught his eye. He just could
not believe how he had not noticed it
before. There they all were, some
pushing out their slides, others pul-
ling them in and some not moving
them at all.

Calling over the senior director of
music, he demanded the reason for
the untidy front rank not making any
attempt to move together and causing
the whole parade to look like a sham-
bles.

Momentarily bowled over, but no
doubt trying to keep a straight face
and make allowance for the non-
musical military mind, the director
explained that because the trombones
were playing in four-part harmony,
their slide positions necessarily var-
ied.

After an ominous pause the com-
manding officer accepted the expla-
nation, but made it known that the
parade would have been greatly
improved had the trombonists moved
their slides in unison. His comments
have caused much amusement ever
since, — Hector Sutherland (for-
merly band of the 2nd Life Guards),
The Limes, Bridge Street, Thet-
ford, Norfolk.

National Service

I am compiling a pictorial record of
National Service in the Army and am
hunting for suitable photographs. If
any readers have photographs of their
National Service careers, I would
very much like to see these. I want to
cover the sort of thing that every NS
man will remember — medical
inspection, call-up, primary training,
that horrible sergeant, training and,
of course, operations in the very wide
variety of countries in which NS men
found themselves, particularly bet-
ween the end of World War Two and
1963.

I also want to cover officer training at
the various OCTUs.

I cannot promise to include in the
proposed book every photograph
sent, but I will take good care of
them and return them all after the
book is published, by Ian Allan Ltd.
— Lieut-Col G Forty (Retd), 36
Heaton Grove, Bradford, West
Yorkshire, BD9 4DZ.

Libyan medals

I wonder if any reader could help
with information about the issue of
the Libyan Army Force Medal
1940-43 and the King Idris Senussi
Independence Medal 1951. Who
produced these medals? Could I poss-
ibly obtain one of each, as my own
have been lost?

I was with the nucleus of the Libyan
Armmy Force in Jerusalem, as an
instructor, and afterwards with the
Libyan Government when the Inde-
pendence Medal was issued. I stayed
on in Libya for 15 years and was
formerly in the Royal Army Veteri-

nary Corps. — Maj B R Batley
(Retd), 17 Branksome Close,
Walton-on-Thames, Surrey, KT12
3BE.

BACSA

There must be many SOLDIER
readers who spent part of their
careers out East, perhaps during the
heydey of Empire. Some may have
relatives or friends who died and
were buried there. Should they feel
any special concern about the fate of
their graves and memorials it may
interest them to learn of the existence
of the British Association for
Cemeteries in South Asia, formed in
1976.
The association’s main aims are to
make a complete record of all graves
and memorials of the British in that
part of the world (the records will be
kept in the India Office Library. in
London) and to ensure the perma-
nent preservation of a number of
historical cemeteries. The association
has already attracted members from
many walks of life — prominent
among them are ex-soldiers and
regimental associations. A house
journal called ‘Chowkidar’ is pro-
duced twice a year.

continued over

ANODISED
BADGES

No. 1 Specialists
in the field.

All- currently available British
Army cap badges in stock; in-
cluding current officer head-
dress badges. List on req .

SPECIALISTS IN GOOD
QUALITY GOVT. SURPLUS

Clothing — Badges - SI
Bags —gDonlms - Footw.:::ng
Webbing and Equipment.

®
2 Henry Du Bora

1B-20 Wellington St.,
Aldershot.
Tel: Aldershot 22668

SAE WITH ENQUIRIES PLEASE

BLAZER BADGES

Wire or silk, any design

CLUB TIES

WOVEN OR PRINTED

WALL PLAQUES

Prices from £6.25
Discount structure for 6 of more plaques
Packing and postage to U.K. address 25p extra

Send S.A.E. for illustrated brochure

GREENBURGH (Gosport) LTD.

47, HIGH STREET, GOSPORT, HANTS. Tel. 81804.

GOING OVERSEAS?

WHY NOT TAKE A NEW

= 1
maZbDa

Just fill in the coupon below, post it

to us and we'll send you full details
by return.

@ Lotus
TAX FREE

WYCH CROSS MOTORS LT

TELEPHONE
034-282 3864
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It is a young organisation and more
members are needed. Anyone is wel-
come to join — please write to the
secretary, Mr. Theon Wilkinson, 76}
Chartfield Avenue, Putney, Lon-
don SW15. — John R Wall, 23 Shef-
field Terrace, London W8§.

Reunions

The Devonshire Régiment Old
Comrades Association. Reunion
and cathedral service Sat 14 July.
Form up in Bury Meadow 4.30pm.
Dinner 7pm, St George’s Hall, Exe-
ter. Tickets (£2.00) in advance from
RHQ The Devonshire & Dorset
Regiment, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter,
EX2 6AE.

Competition

Judging by the size of the entry, the
knight's move at chess — the key to
Competition 247 (February) — is

familiar to many more people than
the chess players. The 1839 quota-
tion read: ‘No persons (except Offic-
ers) are to be permitted to sketch
views of the Rock or Fortifications,
unless furnished with a Permit for
that purpose, signed by the Gover-
nor, or Officer Commanding. Any
person, found disobeying this order
is to be sent to the Main Guard, and
reported to the Town Major: (Stand-
ing Orders for the Garrison of Gibral-
tar).’

Prizewinners:

1 ] W Kingstone, Greyfriars, South-
well, Nottinghamshire.

2 Sgt M ] Hedges, HQ Arty Div,
BFPO 39.

3 A R Hinchliffe, 27 Thick Hollins
Drive, Meltham, Huddersfield.

4 Mrs Margery C Neate, High Lea,
Abbey Road, Chilcompton, Bath.

5 Richard Day, School House,
King’s School, Worcester.

6 Angela Cook, 3 St Andrews Close,
Ashchurch, Tewkesbury, Glouces-
tershire.

Collectors’ Corner

. Walker, 20 The Cranbrooks,
Wheldrake, York. — For sale, 143-
page softback booklet, printed for 1956
centenary exhibiion of VC, detailing
Victoria Cross 1857-1951, including
citations. Offers.

C A Mosley, 45 High Street, Salisbury,
Wiltshire. —Seeks French and S panish
foreign legion, French para and South
African para badges. State price. What
offers for Rhodesian army GSM,
Rhodesian armoured cars stable be!i
(large) and Rhodesian Light Infantry
stable belt (small).

Sgt R Donnelly, Sgts Mess, RAF
Benson, Oxon, OX9 6AA. — Seeks
metal atrcrew wings and badges
RAAF, RNZAF, US and all Com-
monwealth forces. Has for exchange
British Army, RAF, RN cap badges,
US metal wings and breast badges and
a few RAF officerss and WOs
uniforms and hats.

' _'_'ln this regu!.ar feature SOLDIER keeps you up-to-date on -
~ tattoos, open days, exhibitions, at homes, Army dkplays and

similar occasions on which the public is welcome to see the

Army’s men and equipment. Amendmem and aﬂdmons to .

'previ(ws lists are mdlcated in bold type

See'the'Army = ) 23 i

DIARY

: k_
- JUNE 1979
2 Impel ‘79 Doncaster (2-9 June).

2
chute Regiment ‘Red Devils’ freefall team; bamg

‘2 First rehearsal, Trooping the Colour, Horse uards Parade,

2

London.

St Neot's (Cambridgeshire) Riverside Festival (2-3 June) (Para~ = .

Richard Clay, 89 Douglas Road,

Esher, Surrey, KT 8BG. — Seeks

ex-guardsman’s (best pair) Army boots,

thick leather soled with studded soles,

bent-up toe caps, size $ or 8%. State

price.

Michael Davis, 14 Queens Gardens,
Dartford, Kent, DA2 6HY. — Seeks

Fapanese officer’s sword plus any origi-

nal photos showing Fapanese officers

surrendering their swords, Far East

1945.

F Paine, 4 Courtney King House,
169 Eastern Road, Brighton, BN2

2AP. — Seeks illustrations and col-

oured postcards of drum horses and

mounted bands, ;
R A Westlake, 147 Wyld Way,

Wembley, Middlesex, HA9 6PX. —

Requires unusual metal shoulder titles,

also Army Lists, Volunteer lists, cadet

lists and Army Orders. Photos of shoul-

der titles being worn also wanted. Will

Chester Army Tattoo (2-3 Juuc) {(Royal Military Police ‘Red
Caps’ mounted display team; Red Devils; Junior Parachute
Company (‘Pegasus’ physical training team; Royal Artillery
motorcycle display team; five bands; pipes and drums).

-3 Ssafa Air Display. RAF Church Fenton, Yorkshire. .
3 Surrey Area Horse Show, Tadworth (Royal Green lJackets
freefall team).
5 Beating Retreat by massed bands of The Houschold Division,
Horse Guards Parade. London (5- ‘Nune) (6pm 5 June. 9.30pm -
{floodlit) 6 and 7 June).
. 6 Kneller Hall band concert.
7 Royal Comwall Show. Wadebridge ('? 8 June) (RGJ freefali)
& Installation of Governor, Edinburgh Castle.
8 Livingston Army Display (8-9 June). . :
9 Second rehearsal, Tmopmg the Colour, Horse Guards Parade
- lLondon. ‘
9 Halifax Gala.
9 Mavor's Carnival. Lincoln (9-10 .lune} (junior band) :
9 Solihull Carnival {Light Infantry ‘Flying Angels’ freefall team)
9 Nuneaton Carnival éala (RA motorcycixsts} :
-9 Horley Camival (Red Caps).
9 South of England Show, Ardingley (RGJ freefaki)

L0 Open Day, Scottish Infantry Depot. Glencorse,

10 Glasgow Army Display (10-15 June). '
10 Open Day. Heaton Park, Manchester (Flymg Bugles)
10 Bromley how (RA motorcyclists). :
12 The Light Division sounds Retreat. Horse Guards Parade L(m-

don {12-14 June).

12 Three Counties Show, Malvern (17 =14 Junc) (Red Caps)
13 Kneller Hall band concert,
15 Essex Show, Chelmsford (15-16 June) (static displays).

- 16 Tmoping the Colour, Horse Guards Parade, Loneon,
16 Open Day. Scottish Infantry Depot, Bridge of Don, Aberdeen
16 C‘ovcntw Carnival (Flying Bugles). .
16 AC De}lco Sports and Social Club, Southﬂmpmn (RA molag-

- cyclists .
16 Fareham Show (Red Cg
17 Ford Sports and Social Club, Romfcrd (RA motorcychsts}
17 Vomngham Water Festival (RG] freefall).
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buy or has rare ntles for exchange.

] Hamilton, 10 Craigseaton, Kir-
khill, Broxburn, West Lothian,
EHS52 6BA. — Seeks records of Col-
chester Tanoo 1971-74, also Ssafa,
Cardiff or any other tatioos or displays.
Will buy or exchange for Edinburgh
Tattoo records.

R Sharpe, 13 Deepdene, Potters Bar,
Hertfordshire, EN6 3DF. — Regi-
mental histories wanted for period
1914-18, also good copy of “The Silent
Cities’ (Sidney C Hurst).

Mel McMahon, 6 Coningham Road,
Shepherds Bush, London, W12 8BJ.
— Seeks any equipment (particularly
current service kit, home and abroad),
literature, posters, manuals etc con-
nected with nuclear (radiological),
biological (germ) and chemical (gas)
warfare, military and civil defence.
Alec Lewis, 7 Whinfell Road, West
Derby, Liverpool, L12 2AS. —
Wants ‘Barbed Wire in the Sunser
(Edwin Norman Broomhead), pub-
lished in Australia 1945, and ‘Poems

from the Desert,” published by G Har-
rap, 1944.

Michael E Stephenson, 134 Long-
field Road, Darlington, DL3 OHR.
— Has for sale German paratroopey’s
steel helmet, in good original condition,
£100; German siandard ’36 pattern
steel helmet, in exceptionally good origi-
nal condition, £25; Fapanese WW?2
steel helmer, with brass badge of Imper-
wal Nawy, good condition, £65. M 1ght
trade for scarcer types of British cap
badges.

How observant

are you?

The rwo pictures differ in the following
respects: | Shape of left hand walking

soldier’s head. 2 Position of clock. 3
Right hand usherette’s fingers. 4 Middle

barof E in EXIT. 5 Line at junction of

tall soldier's legs. 6 Tall soldier's
number of fingers. 7 Tall soldier’s tie. §
Rear heel of usherette in foreground. 9
Shape of near usherette’s torch. 10
Shape of seated soldier’s pipe.

After cigarette cards come
cigar cards for collectors.
John Player have just issued
a series of 24 cards, showing
‘Napoleonic Uniforms,’ with
their 'Doncella’ small cigars.

The cards are somewhat
larger than the average
cigarette card, at 89 x 50 mm,
and are printed in colour with
a glossy finish. English, Prus-
sian, French and Polish
uniforms are included and
each card has a descriptive
text on the back.

A special album is obtainable
from Players for 35 pence.
The album, which opens into
a wall chart, is available only
to smokers aged 18 or above,
The offer closes on 31
December 1981.

Exeter Air Day.

o i
= £ 00 00 00 <3

Kneller Hall band concert.

- Royal Tournament march, The Mall, London.
Lymington Sports Club, Lymington (RA motorcyclists).
Tetbury Horse Show (RGI freefall). . :
Great Yorkshire Show. Harrogate (10-12 July).

11 Royal Tournament, Earls Court. London (11-28 July).
12 Kent County Show, Detling (12-14 July) (RGJ freefall).
12 The Rifle Depot band concert and Retreat sounding, Winchester

(12-14 July).
- 13. Open Day, Ki
14 Open Day, The

's College. Taunton (F!yinﬁmﬁ}.

ince of Wales’s Division,

14 Corby (Nonha:;}amnshire') Tattoo and Highland Games (14-15

July) (static dis

ays; two bands).

14 Durham County Show, Middlesbrough.

14 Pudsey (Yorkshire) Show.

14 Bristol Steam Rally (14-15 July) (E{ing Bugles).
yeli .

- 14 Basingstoke Carnival (RA motorc

518). o

14 Barking Show (14-15 July) (RGJ freefall).
15 Dagenham Town Show (RA motorcyclists). .

17

18
19

27

28

s IR
:
28

29
31

East of England Show. Peterborough (17-19 July) (Red Devils;
Royal Signals ‘White Helmets' motorcycle display team; band).
Kneller Hall band concert. :

Liverpool Army Tattoo (19-21 July) (Red Devils; RA motor-
cyclists: Pegasus; six bands; bugles; corps of drums; pipes and
drums 21 July).

‘Adwick (Sheffield) Gala.

Open Day. Marchwood.

Bournemouth Air Pageant (21-22 July).

Open Day, Light Infantry. Shrewsbury (Flying Bugles).

Royal Welsh Show, Builth Wells (24-26 July) (RA motor-
clists). ; :

gJyew Forest Show, Lyndhurst (25-26 July) (RGJ freefall).

Kneller Hall (grand) band concert. e

‘fracombe Tattoo (25-26 July).

Manchester Show (26-28 July) (Red Devils; White Helmets:
band 26-27 July).

‘St Helens Show (26-28 July) (Red Devils; JLRRA gymnasts;
band).

Northampton Borough Show (27-29 July) (Pegasus 28-29 July;
RG] freefall 27 and 29 July). o

Army Air Day, Middle Wallop (27-28 July).

Cleveland County Show, Middlesbrough.

Waorcester City Show (28-29 July) (Flving Bugles).

- Cromford Traction Rally (28-29 July).

Manchester Horse Show (RGI freefall).

Open Day, Royal Armoured Corps Centre, Bovington.
Tyneside Summer Exhibition, Newcastle-upon-Tyne (31 July-4
August).

AUGUST 1979

1
1
1
v
2

90 00 Wk

10
10

Nerth Devon Show, Bideford.

Kneller Hall band concert.

Bingley (Yorkshire) Show.

Cardiff Searchlight Tattoo (2-11 August),

Leicester Army Display (2-4 August) (Red Devils; RA motor-

gyc':f(iist}s; Junior signalmen display team; static displays; three
ands),

Plymouth Spotlight Spectacular (2-5 August),

Hull Show (3-4 August).

Kneller Hall (grand) band concert.

Shrewsbury Floral and Musical Féte (8-11 August) (Flying

Bugles 10-11 August; Red Caps 10-11 August). :

Bournemouth Fiesta (9-11 August) (RG] freefall, 9 August).

Gloucester Carnival and Military Display.

Staverton Air Show. -

Great Northumberland Show. Stannington (10-12 August) (RGJ

freefall).

Sed; field, Middlesbrough, §
C‘:é; Howard Steam Fgll"

Bugles 26-27 August;
Carlisle Services Display
Quexpo 79, Birchington
Aylsham (Norfolk) Sho
Leicester City Show (27-2
Leeds Gala.

7 Walsall Show (27-28 A

j ﬁcpen Day, Debdale Par

Iplash Show, Bridp
Newport Show '§-3 {
Sheffield Show
31 Birmingham Sho

SEPTEMBER 1978
! Seaham, Newcastle-uy
‘Wolsingham Show, § ewe
Kei%hkiy (Yorkshire) §

—

Guildford Show (1-2 September
Mﬂretﬂh-'iﬁsual;_sh Septe

OCTOBER 1979

13 Armed Forces Service, Win
23 Berln Tatioo (2535 Oct
NOVEMBER 1979

10 Lord Mayor’s Show, London.
10 Royal British Le estival o
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NOBODY
BUT NAAFK
COULD GIVE
YOU TERMS
LIKE THESE

Naafi provides a service exclusively for the % Premature repatriation scheme
Forces. That is why yvou’re bound to be better % No restrictions on taking your car

off buying through Naafi — whether it be a abroad

car, caravan, motor cycle, moped or even a % Incorporation of freight charges in
boat. HP agreement

See for yourselt! When you buy a new car And Naafi can offer you so mucHEGE ", | 48

through Naafi you can benefit from.. .. HP deposit-saving service, an easy payment
¥ Really worthwhile discounts from plan for car insurance premiums, used car
selected dealers purchase facilities . . . all specially geared to

% Exceptionally low HP charges ensure a better deal for Service people. Ask
% First class car insurance Naafi about it to-day. You can’t do better!

% Free personal life assurance Tel: 01-735 1200 Ext. 592/3/4/5

Car Sales Dept., Naafi, FREEPOST, London SE11 4BR

Please send me details without obligation. I am interested in the following
Naah facilities:

New car (state model)

For use in (state country)
(O New touring caravan [ Used car [ New motor cycle ~]Boat
U Deposit savings scheme [JInsurance [J]I wish to pay cash

C I wish to use Naafi HP Please tick whichever applies

. i EXCLUSIVELY
FORYOU

Tel No.

— — — — — — o —

Lb
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Will your tour of duty
~ become atour
of garage repair sh(_)ps.?

An overseas posting can save you
hundreds of pounds on a new car.

It1l be car tax-free, VAT-free, even
duty-free.

But will it be trouble-free?

Or will you spend all the money
you've saved on repairs and servicing?

Not if you buy a Toyota, you won't.

An independent survey has shown
that, of 24 makes of car, Toyotas had
the fewest breakdowns and needed the
fewest repairs.

This is no accident.

Toyotasare simplydesigned,simply
engineered cars.

Which not only means fewer prob-
lems, but quicker servicing.

(A job which can be carried out
at any of our 3300 European dealers, of
which 850 are in West Germany alone.)

You won’t have to wait for delivery,
either.

If you're in a real hurry, you can
even pick up the car yourself from one of
our collection centres in Bremerhaven.

This way, you can have it in 8 days.

For more information about the
Toyota range, fill in the coupon.

Witha Toyota, you'll see more of the
world, and less of the world’s garages.

TOYOTA

Everything keeps going right.

Carina 1600 Estate.
UK price £3990.25
| Export price £3,231
(Prices are for vehicle on the road.)
Name/Rank

I Telephone (Home/Unit)

l I have been serving overseas less/more than 12 months (delete as applicable). sfs|ca
To: Toyota (GB) Ltd. (Export Dept.), Brighton Road, Cou Isdon,Surrey CR3 3YA.D

|_England. Tel: Downland §6226. Please send details of the complete Toyota range.

l Cressida Saloon 2o00.

l UK price £4362.31. . ;

’ Export price £3,492 —
(Prices are for vehicle on the road.) Export price subject to eligibility.

| Name/Rank

| Address

Telephone (Home/Unit)

l I'have been serving overseas less/more than 12 months (delete as applicable). S[6/CR
To: Toyota (GB) Ltd. (Export Dept.), Brighton Road, Coulsdon,Surrey CR3 3YA,

an]and. Tel: Downland 56226. Please send details of the complete Toyota range.

Celica Liftback ST 2000.

' UK price £4535.46.

| Export price £3,670
(Prices are for vehicle on the road.) Export price subject to eligibility,
Name/Rank

Address

I Telephone (Home/Unit)
I I have been serving overseas less/more than 12 months (delete as applicable). S[B{CEL

To: Toyota (GB) Ltd. (Export Dept.), Brighton Road, Coulsdon,Surrey CR3 3YA,
England. Tel: Downland 56226. Please send details of thecomplete Toyota range.
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ZIPPO LIGHTERS

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH
YOUR REGIMENTAL CREST

The original petrol
windproof lighters.

Guaranteed for life or
repaired free of charge.

Delivered duty paid UK
or duty free overseas.

Minimum engraved

order
50

W A INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD., 36 HERTFORD ST, LONDON W.1.

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters
engraved with my Regimental Crest.

Dress Unifotins

to give distinguished
service.

dress uniforms.

The finest materials are cut by
craftsmen, then hand tailored

to ensure that your
uniform gives long

distinguished service.
Uniformal supply all
branches of the forees.

Wit maximum
discount,your
dress uniform
could cost

as little as

For further information

tel. Ken Dungey at

or write to Uniformal,
101 Commercial St.,
Rothwell, Yorkshire.

N

Uniformal are the tailors for

dress

0532 826102

everybody

Identify yourselves in our specially imprinted T-Shirts, Sweatershirts
and Hooded Sweatershirts speedily created to your own specifications.
MINIMUM ORDER 20 GARMENTS.

know our business

Please send me

NAME (M#/Mrs/Miss)

Individual experts agree that our impressive range of quality garments,
combined with a wide range of colours and the facilities to print up
to 6 colours, will give any club/society member instant recognition
and complete satisfaction, at a competitive and fully inclusive price.

Being worldwide suppliers to Her Majestys Forces, we at Dee Gee’s,

.......... purpose built premises can handle any size

of order both quickly and efficiently. Thats why we can offer such
an exclusive and prompt service ...... thats why you should contact us!

Send today for our FREE Colour Brochure and Price List.

¢

DEE GEE T-SHIRTS LTD,

FREEPOST, 27 YARMOUTH ROAD,
NORWICH NR7 OBR.

TEL: NORWICH (0603) 37734 (5 Lines).

ADDRESS

your FREE Colour Brochure and Price List.

NO STAMP NEEDED
(CAPITAL LETTERS PLEASE) SLD
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Three rounds rapid

L]
IT’S OFF to sea again with another adapta-
tion of the pen-and-paper game of ‘Battle-
ships,’ that old end-of-term occupation in
which each player plots out his fleet then
tries to sink his opponent’s ships before
losing his own.

Your opponent has deployed his battle-
ship (four squares long), two cruisers (each
of three squares), three destroyers (each of
two squares) and four submarines (one
square each) within the grid. And he has
stuck rigidly to the rules that no ship may
touch another, larger ships may be
positioned vertically or horizontally but only
a surface ship may touch the sides of the grid
and then only bows or stern on and not
broadside.

You have fired vour first salvo of three
shots and have hit the battleship at Bl, a

BATTLESHIP

CRUISERS

destroyer at E7 and sunk a submarine at H2.

With this information you can work out
where most of his ships are positioned. Can
you now say what is the minimum number
of shots you still need to make sure of
sinking his fleet, and where his three
remaining submarines can be positioned?

Send your twofold answer on a postcard
or by letter, with the ‘Competition 251’ label
from this page and your name and address,
to:
Editor (Comp 251)

SOLDIER

Ordnance Road

ALDERSHOT

Hants

GU11 2DU.

This competition is open to all readers at
home or overseas and the closing date is

A B

YT

L —— Bl Am—

Monday 13 August. The answers and win-
ners’ names will appear in the October
SOLDIER. More than one entry can be
submitted but each must be accompanied by
a ‘Competition 251’ label. Winners will be
drawn by lots from correct entries. Entries
using OHMS envelopes or official pre-paid
labels will be disqualified.

Prizes

1-E15
2 £10
355
4-5 £3
6-7 Two books
8 SOLDIER free for six months

E-«F B Higd

DESTROYERS

SUBMARINES

N OO o0 A oWwwN

YOU SAVE MONEY. Apart from the substantial savings of tax free purchase, you can
be sure of keen prices and fair part exchange from Walton Lodge

EXPORTCARS = =~ "
AUDI | | B.L.M.C. | uF‘IAT,,_I

BUSINESSMEN. Six months use in UK. a minimum of one year overseas and two
years on return to U.K. will escape VAT and tax.

& R

U.K. EMIGRANT. May purchase a new car at our concessional prices, with use in U.K.
for 6 months when it must then be exported.
H.M. FORCES. May obtain an additional saving on most models

WALTON LODGE GARAGES LTD.

Bridge Street, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey.
W.0.T. 42881

PART EXCHANGE. Any vehicle accepted in part exchange. Outstanding HP Payments
settled without fuss and bother.

"I am interested in the following cars
| North American-European spec.Tax FreeMomeUsed

| NAME ...
| - ADDRESS (i Sos o




BMUJ Export Park Lane
Py 4

FINANCE & PART
EXCHANGE FACILITIES

FAVOURABLE PRICES

GENEROUS DISCOUNTS
INCLUDING STANDARD
NATO DISCOUNTS

LHD & RHD MODELS

@ NN I e
" 1IN
CONSULT THE EXPERTS CALL OR PHONE: 01620 9277

BMW CONCESSIONAIRES GB LTD EXPORT DIVISION, TOURIST, NATO & DIPLOMATIC SALES
56 PARK LANE LONDON W1 TELEX: 261360

A First Class Training For
Ex-Service Men & Women in

SERVICE
STATION
MANAGEMENT

Ambition is your most important qualification for running a busy, modern

Heron Service Station - because we give you all the training you need.

You should earn well over £4,000 p.a. and there are many fringe benefits

and excellent promotion opportunities in one of Britain’s fastest growing

and most successful companies. i

In short, a great start to a tremendous future!

Apart from ambition, all you need are commonsense and determation

to succeed, but you must be aged between 21 and 45, have your own car

and a valid driving licence.

Heron already have 190 Service Stations on the South Coast, London, the Midlands
and North of England and over 100 more in these areas are at the planning stage.
Write or phone for an appointment, or further information, to Training Manager,
Heron Training Centre, Dept. S, 168/175 Shoreditch High Street,

London, E1 6HU. Tel: 01-729 2321

THE GREATEST NAME IN PETROL RETAILING
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Your skills could put you:
on anew plane,the 757

The 737 and 757, the two new Boeings ordered by British
Airways, are your assurance of a future that is exciting,
rewarding and filled with opportunities. So join us now and
be certain of your place in the teams we’re picking today

to meet the challenges of tomorrow. Aircraft industry
experience is not important, provided you have the right
skills and relevant workshop experience.

Instrument Mechanics
RadioTechnicians

When our new aircraft come into service, you will be among
the highly skilled people maintaining some of the most
complex components and equipment now in use, many of
them combining mechanical, electrical and electronic
elements,

You should be apprentice trained or Service equivalent
with at least § years’ post apprentice experience in one or
more of these trades. Most openings are on day shift, but
some are on double day and night shift.

Engine Fitters
Aircraft Fitters
Sheet Metal Workers

Universal Grinders
-days only

Upholsterers

Aworld of skills under one flag 5»

All the jobs listed are open to apprentice trained and
experienced people. Openings for Engine Fitters relate to
the overhaul and maintenance of some of the world’s most
advanced aero-engines which power our current fleet.
There are also opportunities involving work on aircraft
components. Openings are on day shift, double day shift
and permanent nights.

We offer first class basic pay rates (currently under review)
plus shift premiums and overtime is sometimes available.
Benefits include staff status, an inflation proof pension
schéme, subsidised canteens, sports and social facilities
and favourable holiday air travel opportunities. As for the
future, our schemes for further training are matched to
our need for the best qualified men or women to keep us
ahead in the 80’s.

[——————————

ant to know more about our jobs when you leave the
Services? Then post this coupon today for all the
details to
Recruitment and Selection, British Airways,
PO Box 1o, Heathrow Airpoit - L ondon, Hounslow,

I Middlesex TW6 2] A,

Name

Trade

Address

Ll pd s ]

Ref: 2825/S/RM

—_—_——_—-/

57

- ”31 Ly,
S iy %




Precision Timing

Division today. It's time you had an Omega.

r

"
g
L

O
OMEGA

SPEEDMASTER
CHRONOGRAPH

FOR ONLY

for

The Professionals

To give precision timing under extreme conditions for the man of
action, it's water-resistant case, integral stainless steel bracelet,
sweep second hand and stop watch facility make it ideal for the
Professionals way of life. Each instrument is engraved "Flight
qualified by N.A.S A. for all manned space missions. The first watch
worn on the moon”™
You can own a Speedmaster, for only £25.50 deposit followed by
nine further payments of £25,50 spread over a period of

nine months. Absolutely no extra charge for credit postage and
packing. (Cash price £255.00 inc. V.AT.)

This free credit facility is available for thagpurchase of all the Omega
range of watches. Yoy can have the watch you've always wanted
right away. Tick the coupon, clip and return to Prestons Timer

(]
-

NAME

Capitol House, Churchgate, Boiton, Lancs.

PRESTONS

Timer

Division

Capitol House. Churchgate Bolton Lancs.

Please send me my Speedmaster Chronograph

| enclose deposit of £25.50

Please send me the catalogue of Omega watches
available on free credit from Prestons.

ADDRESS

REGISTERED IN ENGLAND No.
2 B R B R R B B B B B

541349 SO/679

Lana
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Badges

‘Headdress Badges of the British Army
Vol I’ (Arthur L Kipling and Hugh L
King)

From those early tokens worn on
mitre cap and shako to the early 20th
century insignia of such units as the
London Regiment or the nine batta-
lions of Army cyclists, this encyc-
lopedic work covers the badges worn
on every known type of British Army
headdress up to the end of World
War One.

Various types of shako and the
badges or numerals they sported,
starting with the Regency model
introduced after the defeat of
‘*poleon at Waterloo, are followed

y* the badges worn on the cloth
helmet from 1878 to 1914, slouch-hat
and forage cap badges, calvary
devices, the insignia of artillery and
engineer units, the various grenade
badges of the fusilier regiments and
the badges of corps and departments.

Another section probes the history
of the badges of the Royal Marines,
Militia, Imperial Yeomanry, Volun-
teers and Territorials. The badge of
every limb of the military machine is
examined in detail to make this the
most detailed and most thorough
work of its kind. Written and com-
piled by two acknowledged experts,
the text is complemented by some
1900 photographs to provide a first-
class reference. Invaluable advice is
given both to seasoned collector and
beginner and there are some useful
hints on mounting and framing a
collection, not to mention the deli-
cate task of cleaning.

This book can be unequivocally
recommended as the best and most
complete in its field.

Frederick Muller Ltd, Victoria Works,

Edgware Road, London, NW2 6LE,

£22.50 JFP]
Explorer
‘A Taste for Adventure’ (Fohn

Blashford-Snell)

Lieutenant-Colonel John Blashford-
Snell has been called ‘the last of the
pith-helmet explorers’ and indeed it
is on exploration that his fame rests.
In this highly readable book he takes
us on his Zaire River expedition
which marked the centenary of
Henry Morton Stanley’s historic trek
through the heart of Central Africa to
find Livingstone. In his company we
explore the River Trisuli in far-off

BOO0KS

Nepal and search for long-lost Scott-
ish and Spanish settlements on
Caledonia Bay in Darien.

But he is first and foremost a pro-
fessional soldier, and his vivid and
exciting first-hand account of a
little-known desert war brings this
fact home. The colonel was one of the
British soldiers sent to support the
young Sultan of Oman in his struggle
against Communist-backed
insurgents who sought to take over
the Gulf state.

Service in embattled Ulster pro-
vides yet another contrast with the
explorer image. Since last year, how-
ever, Colonel Blashford-Snell has
played a leading role in Operation
Drake, the most ambitious youth
project of its type ever conceived.
Hutchinson Publishing Group, 3 Fitz-

roy Square, London, WIP 67D,
£5.50 JCW
Firepower

‘The US War Machine: An Encyc-
lopedia of American Military Equip-
ment and Strategy’ (Consultant: Dr
JFames E Doman nr)

As a layman’s guide to American
military power, this superb book will
be hard to beat at any level. Com-
piled by a galaxy of experts, it forms
an encyclopedia not only of the
equipment of the United States
Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine
Corps, but also the strategy and
thinking behind the deployment of
those forces.

€ omsuitant

This is, in fact, the first time that
the combined power and major
weapons of the United States forces
have been described and evaluated in
one book, and it is therefore essential
reading for anyone with an interest in
Western defence.

The authors describe in detail the




most important tanks, combat air-
craft, warships, missiles and small
arms of thosc forces and the book
goes on to analyse the organisation
and firepower of America’s Services
individually and as a total force.
The whole survey is carried out
against the background of the con-
tinuing Soviet military build-up, and
emphasis is placed on the virtual
impossibility of gauging the true
offensive potential of the two super-
powers. It is sufficient to say that
each possesses such frightening
power to devastate the world that
confrontation becomes unthinkable.
° A splendid, informative and
thought-provoking book which con-
tains more than a grain of comfort for
us all.
Salamander Books Ltd, Salamander
House, 27 Old Gloucester Street, Lon-
don, WCIN 3AF, £8.95 JCW

Vehicles

‘Military Vehicles of the World’ (Chris-
topher F Foss)

‘US Army Standard Military Motor
Vehicles 1943’ (US War Department)
‘British Tank Markings and Names
1914-1945 (B T White)

One cannot help thinking how much
defence spending could be saved by
standardisation, especially in
alliances like Nato. Mr Foss's excel-
lent and well-illustrated book fathers
such thoughts. Take field cars (4 x 4
quarter-, half- and three-quarter-ton
vehicles). America and France build
Jeeps, Britain builds the Land-
Rover, West Germany the VW Iltis,
Italy the Fiat 1107 and Campagnola,
Holland the DAF 66 and 126. All to
do the same job in armies geared to
work together.

There are parallels in other vehi-
cles, from three-tonners to tank
transporters. And if this is a valid
criticism, it is only fair to say that it
applies equally to Eastern bloc
armies. There are, of course, hun-
dreds of good reasons why countries
should build their own vehicles.

Mr Foss gives an informative
‘run-down on all the major vehicles in
seryice with the world’s armies —
another thought which occurs is how
closely designers’ ideas coincide. It
would, for example, take more than
an expert eye to note at half-a-mile
distance the difference between a
convoy of Czech Tatra 805s and one
of, American M-54s — so keep your
eyes open!

World War Two modelling buffs
and wargamers hit treasure trove
with the facsimile reprint of ‘US
Army Standard Military Motor Vehi-
cles 1943." Originally published in
September 1943, it is probably the
most representative book of its kind
because it includes both early vehi-
cles like the M3 medium tanks and
the first of the M4 series with the
76mm gun (the M4E6), later stan-
dardised as the M4 (76mm).

It is a comprehensive record of
everything the US Army had on
wheels, from tanks and armoured
cars to semi-trailers for water tanks,
pontoons, even photographic
laboratories.

Mr White explores another area of
interest to modellers, wargamers and
tank historians, with a keen examina-
tion of the British system of giving
names to individual tanks and

armoured cars, and the system of
identification code markings. It
seems that, for once, the Army took a
custom from the Navy. In World
War One, some early tanks were
manned by naval volunteers, some of
whom named a ‘Mother’ prototype

BRITISH
TANK MARKINGS
mﬂmmm-!mw colors ot British

{

HM Land Ship Centipede. The cus-
‘tom was born.

The 14th/20th Hussars chose Brit-
ish castles as tanks’ names. The CO’s
was, of course, Windsor. But the
Intelligence officer (who else?)
named RHQ’s universal carriers
Cholmondeley (pronounced Chum-
ley), Marjoriebanks (Marshbanks)
and Featherstonehaugh (Fanshaw).
One wonders how the enemy’s inter-
cept service reconciled such names
with actual pronunciations. As the
Nelsonian toast had it, ‘Confusion to
the enemy.” Other regiments chose
Derby winners and other racehorses,
towns, battle honours, mythical fig-
ures, warships, Scottish chieftains
and so on.

In the 3rd County of London
Yeomanry, they found that tanks
bearing the number 1 became prime
targets for enemy anti-tank gunners,
presumably because they assumed it
to be the troop or squadron com-
mander’s tank. It was decreed, there-
fore, that the numbering system
began at 5'— A Squadron took 5 and
upwards, B Squadron 21 upwards,
and C Squadron 37 upwards. Just to
complete the confusion among the
enemy, RHQ’s tanks were numbered
61 to 64.

These examples indicate just how
thorough Mr White’s research has
been, and that there is much more to
tank markings than meets the eye. A
very worthwhile and interesting
book.
1lan Allan Ltd, Terminal House,
Shepperton, Surrev, £3.95
2 Gresham Books, Unwin Brothers
Lid, The Gresham Press, Qld Woking,
Surrey, £9.50
3Arms & Armour Press, Lionel
Leventhal Lid, 2-6 Hampstead High
Street, London, NW3 100,
£5.95 JCW

Fuehrer's élite

‘Germany’s Elite Panzer Force: Gross-
deutschland’ (Fames Lucas)

‘The Black Angels: The Story of the
Waffen-SS’ (Rupert Butler)

Just before World War Two began,
the Wach Regiment Berlin was
renamed Infantry Regiment Gross-
deutschland. It was an honour well
deserved by the smartest unit in the
German Army, the Berlin guard
regiment, Germany’s nearest equi-

7 valent to Britain’s Brigade of Guards.

When the Germans invaded
Poland, the regiment stayed at home,
changing the guard. The following
years, however, it played a spectacu-
lar role in the Blitzkrieg through
Luxembourg, Belgium-and France,
and small groups of its men
pioneered air landing tactics. But it
was on the Eastern Front that this
élite infantry regiment, in the pecul-
iar way possible in the Wehrmacht,
grew into a Panzer corps and gained
undying fame as a force which did
not know the meaning of defeat.

Eventually, Panzer Corps Gross-
deutschland became the ‘Fuehrer's
Fire Brigade,” to be thrown in
wherever the need was greatest. It
fought its last battle amid the ruins of
blazing Berlin, the city from which it
started, its men dying not in death-
or-glory charges but dispersed and
scattered as they sought escape from
the Red Army.

Grossdeutschland

Mr Lucas presents a well-
researched and illustrated account of
the Grossdeutschland’s march to vic-
tory and defeat.

In his introduction, Mr Lucas
observes that there is a legend that
only the Waffen-SS had the aura of
invincibility — and goes on to dis-
prove it. But the legend did have a
basis in fact, as Mr Butler shows in
his story of the Waffen-SS. No mat-
ter from which standpoint he is view-
ed, the Waffen-5S man was probably
the most formidable soldier ever to
be sent to war by Germany.

The fanaticism of the Waffen-SS,
fed on the mystical doctrine preached
by Himmler that they were the
spiritual descendants of the Teutonic
knights, and bolstered by the hardest
and harshest training devised to that
date, invariably gave them the edge
in any battle.

Their motto was ‘Meine Ehre
heisst Treue’ (My Honour is Loy-
alty), but they fought without honour
and brought lasting shame to their
nation. The cold-blooded murder of
helpless prisoners-of-war — Le
Paradis, Esquelbecq, Malmedy —
and the unspeakable atrocities com-
mitted by the SS, effectively stifle
any hint of admiration one might feel
for their feats of arms.

Mr Butler pulls no punches as he
recalls the story of the most terrible
private army the world has known.

1 Macdonald & Fane’s Publishers Lid,
Paulton House, 8 Shepherdess Walk,
London, N1 7LW, £6.95

2 Hamlyn Paperbacks, Astronaut
House, Feltham, Middlesex,
£1.00 cw

World War Two

‘Encyclopedia of World War IF
(Edited by Thomas Parrish)

One great asset enjoyed by this com-
prehensive encyclopedia is the way in
which it can be equally enjoyed both
by the casual reader having a quiet
browse or the historical researcher
looking for a quick reference.

From Aachen to Zossen (the Ger-
man Army headquarters to the
south-east of Berlin), or Anzo to
Orde Wingate, the range of subjects
— personalities, weapons, tactics,
aircraft, warships — is enormous.
Entries like the Pacific War, Adolf
Hitler, General Eisenhower, de
Gaulle or the D-Day invasion on
Normandy are just a few of those
which run to a full page or more.

Although primarily an American
publication, it in no way suffers from
trans-Atlantic bias either editorially
or in content. Of the 55 maps, four
are particularly noteworthy — the
detailed sketch-map of the Nor-
mandy beaches on D-Day, showing
the allied dispositions and the oppos-
ing German forces; the greatr tank
battle of Kursk; the German invasion
of the Soviet Union and the allied
advance into Germany.

Another feature of this informative
volume of 767 pages and some 4500
entries is a chronology of the war
starting well before the outbreak of
hostilities and ending with the Japan-
ese surrender, This is followed by a
table of British, American and Ger-
man equivalent ranks, a lengthy list
of abbreviations such as TAF for
Tactical Air Force or LRP for long-
range penetration, plus a wide-
ranging bibliography and an
extremely helpful index. In short, it
all adds up to a thoroughly useful
work of reference.

Martin Secker & Warburg Lid, 54
Poland Street, London, W1V 3DF,
£9.95 JFP]

Letters home

‘A Young Surgeon in Wellington’s
Army’ (Leonard W Woodford)

For a poverty-stricken medical stu-
dent, a temporary job with the Army
at Colchester, looking after soldiers
who had come back from Spain suf-
fering ‘merely a typhus’ due to cold
and malnutrition, was a boon. Not
only did he get paid, he had the
privilege of cutting up soldiers who
died — and, in London, corpses cost
three guineas a time.

William Dent finished his medical
training and then joined the Army in
earnest. It is his letters to his family,
as student and medical officer, that
make up this little volume. They
make pleasant reading, and have
some climaxes, as when he describes
the farcical failure of an amphibious
raid on a castle near Malaga and gives
his eye-witness account of the siege of
San Sebastian.

Gresham Books, Unwin Brothers Lid,
The Gresham Press, Old Woking, Sur-
rey, GU22 9LH, £2.00 RLE
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TﬂMﬂHHﬂWS GAREER FOR TODAY'S tAVIGEMEN

Leaving the service? : iy
Seeking a secure exciting career? U .
Want tobe part of a professional
team?

Looking for excellent
promotion propects? _

Kent Poli

Recruiting Officer

gﬁg:niullll;:y o etaees Kent. ME15 9BZ @omafm oune d{ g’utdatd wodl maa{em pd&“ 70’&664

Telephone Maidstone 65432 Ext 221

, Now'’s your chance to own a brand new
UI:’%%EEEI‘]\S VAUXHALL or OPEL

with Mendel’s export car-plan

* BIG SAVINGS — tax free prices plus NATO discounts

% NAAFI low cost HP — From 10% deposit up to 4 years to pay

* PART EXCHANGES WELCOME — top prices paid

* DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR if required

* TEST DRIVES possible on most models

* MANY CARS AVAILABLE FROM STOCK

* AMPLE SERVICE FACILITIES in UK & BAOR

* MAIN DEALERS we are an an old established company with a hard earned
reputation for honesty and fair play, which is probably why NAAFI car sales
in UK get their export OPELS & VAUXHALLS exclusively from us.

IN THE LATEST (AND VERY
STRINGENT) GERMAN ‘TUV’ TEST VAUXHALL ‘ OPEL
FOR TWO YEAR OLD CARS, THE VIVA Mendel KADETT

CHEVETTE ASCONA
MOST RELIABLE WAS THE OPEL AR . NS ARte
ASCONA, WITH 77-2% OF CARS CARLTON REKORD
TESTED BEING FAULT-FREE ROYALE S H » SENATOR/MONZA

UK OFFICE STAN BATEMAN or BARRY STAFFA E.L. MENDEL LTD 1013 FINCHLEY RD. NW11 7ES  TEL: 01-455 8692
W. GERMANY JOHN EVANS E.L. MENDEL LTD. 4050 MONCHEN GLADBACH 6,VORSTER STR 514 TEL:(02161)55 93 93

PHONE OR WRITE FOR FULL DETAILS:

I AN INTERESTED IN OPELAVAUXHALL ., 5 40 oo i s L s e i e R e el e (MODEL) FOR EXPORT -I
I s e [COUNTRY), APPROX, DATE OF O/S POSTING . ... s amsnsnasisie s stans Sa s xes erre st e I

NAME S RANK S8 008 v iicrasves s hanso: sy~ oonaus UMNIT: wiamin v Sotnlion i o rmi e R e St e e :
L RDPRESS BN it ANl o AL Tt o R it i i R R PHONE . ..i oo gitionsu et pit e e EXT . sowin og
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o7 Prockuct Spealis

Ea@f? ﬂﬁ@@ﬁ@ AND WITH A LITTLE HELP
FROM US IT SHOUTS!! AND HERe'S WHY

¥ Up to 154 Discount

¥ No deposit bank finance reducing interest
rates.Up to 4 years to repay

¥ Approved credit rating should you ever
leave the services

ESCONS

¥ Trade-~in facilities for your present car

__ ¥ 100,/ premature repatration

insurance, cover effective from the day

of pick up, against cancellation of

posting

¥ Free life assurance while your loan is
current

[ / for further details ring or write to:~

| WEST2 EXPORT

¥ All necessary documentation and o
: : b 6 Military Export Car Sales 102 Blandford St
tax concessions will be arranged by P
our experienced sales consultants MODEL Tolephane O SEEIE
DESTINATION

Aﬂd IQSt of OH Q pfiVQte COmpOﬁg REQUESTED DELIVERY DATE

NAME & RANK _-

that is not big brother

|
|
| ADDRESS
TR C : S\ Vv REGIMENT OR UNIT. )
POSIRIODATREUNSIOMORROW, 0*3 TELEPHONE No. =









