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PASSAT ESTATE

Six great ways
fo save tax.

If you're about to be posted
abroad, here are six great ways you
could save tax.

Simply take any of our wide
range of superb Volkswagen and
Audis.

You'll save hundreds of pounds
on the economical Polo. Over a
thousand on the luxurious Audi 100
models.

And we've special forces
finance and discounts to help you
save even more.

From the moment you make your
choice, one of our Export Sales Con-
sultants will personally take care of

all the ins and outs of documentation,

customs, shipping, registration,

insurance — even the money side. I
And make sure the model you

take is right for where you're going. I
We'll deliver your car fast and I

even when you've gone we'll look

after you with the world's finest service.
Come to our West End show-

room —or any of our dealers - see the I

cars and find out how our efficiency

can save you taxing yourself

needlessly. -
Giveusa

ring on 01-486 8411 P

or clip the coupon.  Personal Export Sales

Personal Export Sales Volkswagen (GBI Ltd.,
Q5 Baker Street, London WIM IFB.
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Aided by the laser range finder on their AFV
command vehicle, Royal Artillery crewmen
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Suffield in Canada.
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Breakfast in Belize. Army cooks have to be
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PEUGEOT

A

UNMISTAKABLY TOP

CATS !

RANG

ERS

THE NO. 1 MILITARY SALES DEALER

PEVGEOT

‘THE BEST ESTATE
CAR IN BRITAIN’

305 GLS. WHAT CAR? APRIL ‘81

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS!
TAX FREE EXPORTS
TAX PAID CARS

USED CARS

NAAFI AGENTE

PART

LOW DEPOSITS

PEUGEOT

TAKE PRIDE IN PRECISION

For more details about Rangers Talbot Military Sales
Fantastic prices & deals available :

Po i-f couyf
RANGERS TALBOT MILITARY SALES
Marlborough Road, Tidworth, Hants. SP9 7SU

Tel.: Tidworth (09804) 3895 Durrington Walls (0980) 52246

now ,='

I A A I L DTN - Hank. .o i
St f o R s W e IO st e M S O
.......................................... [ -] R RS RN, o el ot
Part exchange : model........................... YORE: v isnss
mileage.......cccvuen... COlanE. & i A L Ihd[Jrhd O

NEW VEHICLE REQUIRED ...........ccoovvvviieiiniineeicnnnnnns

PHOENIX WORLD
REPRODUCTIONS

present

““The military collection’’ A series of cold
cast bronze figurines by Anthony Miller.

This superb collection of figurines, hand crafted in
finest cold cast bronze have been specially created for
soldiers. Each figurine stands nine inches in height,
weighing between 24 and 3lbs and is an exact replica of
Anthony Miller’s original sculpture. Suitable as a
retirement present, a gift for a special occasion or for
the collector, they make a lasting memorial to ones
service and will enhance any home or office.

Cold cast bronze is produced by using powdered bronze with a
resin and the catalyst as a bonding agent.

P————————————-————ﬂ

| TO: PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS sofsz i
437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 SUE X
| Telephone: Gravesend 65511 or Slough 77422 I
l Please send me......... cold cast figurines Ref No MR ... ... .Price incl. VAT I
P&P UK/BFPO: add 10% overseas orders. i
I 1 enclose cheque/postal order for £........ I y
or debit my Barclaycard/Access No. g ﬁ
I OR send SAE for details of other figurines. I
:i[lllllllllllllll:
I SIGNATURE l
| Name |
I ADDRESS l
I BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE l
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NEWS LINES

SOLDIER

to Soldier

OLD STEREOTYPES and
- popular myths can be a long
time dying. They feed our pre-
jud;ces blinker our judge-
ment, ?vet we cling to them like

_worn, familiar childhood toys.
~ Perhaps because the milit-
_ary world remains something

of a mystery to the world at

large, some Army stereotypes
have lingered longer than
~most. Cartoons are regularly
submitted to SOLDIER depict-
ing bullet headed, bellowing
sergeant majors tongue-
lashing brainless recruits on
an endless regime of square-
- bashing and bull. And we still
-see the old cookhouse joke in
which some luckless squad-
die, potato peeler in hand, is

- working his way through a ver-

- itable Everest of spuds.

The ubiquitous potato has

_not dlsappeared from the
~Army messing scene of
course. Heaven forbid that it
_ever should. But any ‘old
-sweat' with grim memories of
‘the watery stews and lumpy
custards that provided the
 staple soldier's fare of his day,
would be astonished at the
variety and excellence of the
food to be found on the plates
of s Professionals.
 Just ow good Army cook-
g can be
ﬂin .- -vwndly at this years
Ho ymé)ta where Army
'Catann orps members
up a staggering
ctutch of gold, silver and
~ bronze for their culinary skills.
*In one cat , they were
-8haded only by the man from
_ the Dorchester — which is like
coming a close second to
Yehudi Menuhin in a violin
oomes’t -

Particularly impressive was
‘the Corps' success in the
“ practical classes, cooking on
_site under the eagle-eyed
_scrutiny of the judges. Pres-
- sure indeed — but the chefs
_came through with flying col-
~ours to show they can more

than stand up to the heat of
ocmpetmon

Soldiers still grumble about

their grub — even when there
~are eight or nine dishes to
choose from. And palates
conditioned by years of junk
_ food may sometimes be slow

%oprac;ate new, more sub-

avours. So cookmg in the

f-A;my will never be an easy job.
- But Army catering has

‘made enormous strides over
the past 40 years and few
_impartial observers can doubt
_that British soldiers have ever
_eaten better than they do
today. Another myth has tirmly
bitten the dust. -

was brought home

Proud smiles from the Army's three triple gold winners.

ARMY COOKS’

GOLD

TRAIL

BRITISH ARMY COOKS have proved that they are among
the best in the world. In the biennial Hotel Olympia interna-
tional exhibition they took a total of 96 awards — including
three triple gold medals. The grand tally for golds was 20
and in one class the Army entrant was a close-run second to

the man from the Dorchester.

Altogether 131 juniors and
seniors from the Army Catering
Corps took part.

Among the seniors Sgt
Stephen Miller, superintendent
mstructor Mr Brian Taylor and
civilian instructor Mr Martyn
Flowers took three gold awards
each. On top of that there were
13 silver awards, 13 bronze and
eight certificates of merit.

The juniors clocked up 11
golds, 11 silvers, seven bronze,
five special merits and no less
than 19 certificates of merit. And
for Pte Stephen Wright from 2
Armd Div Field Ambulance,
there was a special award of vir-
tue for “an outstanding piece of
craftsmanship”.

For one of the gold medallists,
Cpl Kenneth Jamieson, it was a
particularly special prize — he
entered the competition at three
days notice and still walked off
with the premier award for his
Mousse in Aspic. Normally he
helps to feed the men of 4 Armd
Div HQ and Signal Regt.

Asked after his victory if he
usually got many complaints he
said: “No. I am too small. I think
they are all oo frightened to hit
me!”

But apart from the jokes, the
Army Catering Corps was
pleased. “Our job is to feed the
Army,” a spokesman told SOL-
DIER.” “Of course we: are
pleased. It is an excellent result
and it reflects the standard, dedi-
cated enthusiasm and sheer hard
work of both the seniors and the
juniors.

“We are especially proud of

One survivor was App Nigel
Fitz-Avon's ‘Phoenix’ trinket box.

our success in the practical clas-
ses, prepared on the spot at the
exhibition”.

But there was a minor tragedy
at the end for few of the won-
derful creations survived the
return to Aldershot for the plan-
ned display. A combination of
the probing fingers of visitors to
the exhibition and the road jour-
nev from London proved too
much for most of them.

Countenanceswereabrightshade
of crimson when we realised that
our article on the new museum of
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal
Regiment, whichappeared in our
last issue, substituted royal son for
roval father indescribing the Col-
onel in Chief of the Regiment
as ... HRH the Prince of
Wales. Apologies to all con-
cerned. ;

Clean-up
follows
freeze-up

AFTER THE GREAT freeze-
up came the great clean up for
soldiers of 66 Sqn Royal Corps of
Signals who drove nearly 80,000
miles in five days in appalling
conditions to deliver salt to
beleaguered Bristol and South
Wales.

A total ot 160 drivers from the
Regular Army and TA took part
in the operation in which 3200
tons of salt were moved. They
were plagued with extreme cold
which froze radiators, waxed
diesel fuel and even blocked fuel
lines. Worse still, they frequently
faced zero visibility in persistent
freezing fog.

Drivers were on the road for a
minimum of 16 hours a day,
working two to a lorry and in
some cases they kept going for 24
hours.

When it was over one big prob-
lem was the threat of corrosion to
the trucks but now they are all
going through a thorough pro-
gramme of steam cleaning.

Appeal
reaches
£85,000

THE MOUNTBATTEN
Statue Appeal, launched by the
Prime Minister in July, now
stands at £85,000. This sum has
been raised in the 40 countries
through a very large number of
donations from the public, Ser-
vicemen, former Servicemen and
ex-Service organisations, Mem-
bers of Parliament, commerce,
banking, industry and the news
media. ;

. Sculptors invited to submit
designs for the statue are Franta
Belsky, John Doubleday, Dame
Elisabeth Frink, Oscar Nemon,
Ivor Roberts-Jones, John Wragg
and David Wynne.

A selection committee repres-
enting the Mountbatten family,
artistic interests, the Department
of the Environment and the

Armed Forces will choose the®

design in the early summer. It is
proposed that the statue should
be erected on the Foreign Office
Green overlooking Horse Guards
Parade and is expected to be
unveiled in the summer of 1983.

The Appeal remains open for
donations which should be sent
to Maj Gen ] M Palmer, Room
NC7, Old Admiralty Building,
Whitehall, London SW1A 2BE.

Any surplus monies sub-
scribed will go to the Mountbat-
ten Memorial Trust.

N
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. LOOK SMART -FEEL GOOD

etc, etc. NAMES, CRESTS, DESIGNS - WHATEVER YOU REQUIRE

Expertly PR'NTED on the very hest quality English
T-SHIRTS and SWEATSHIRTS

100% guaranteed - machine washable

Also EMBROIDERED designs on
| SWEATSHIRTS and JUMPERS

SUSSEX T-SHIRT CO.

FREEPOST, Littiehampton, W. Sussex BN17 5BR (no stamp required)
Tel: (09064) 7298 & 23843

g i e SRR
ENGLISH SWEATSHIRTS (50% COTTON 50% ACRYLIC) ONLY THE VERY BEST QUALITY IN 17 COLOURS & 12 SIZES (22" to 48") Uil L
ENGLISH T-SHIRTS (100% COTTON) - IN 11 COLOURS & 11 SIZES (22" to 48") 7 ana [ P
Also — 100% ACRYLIC KNITWEAR - VNECK SWEATSHIRTS, TRACKSUIT TOPS & HOODED TOPS NOW

PIONEER MUTUAL

INSURANCE SERVICES
LIMITED.

f

_‘QM "_

HAVE
YOU

When you leave the Service
have you:

@ Decided where to live?

@ Bought your own house or
accommodation?

@ Decided what work you would
like to do and which resettlement
course to take?

RIDGE TENTS A FEW EXAMPLES: (Incl. VATI
VANGO SLEEPING BAGS
FORCE Blacks Snowgoose £107.00
TEN £85.00
SAUNDERS wdic Mummy
Jet Packer £89.50 i £57.00
Backpacker | £65.50 Blacks lcelandic Pinnacle £78.25
Back pack £89.50 Blacks Icelandic Backpacker £56.00
Backpacke £74.10 MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT
£99 50 Everest £132.50
£108 50 Redline No Zi £109.50
£66.50 Annapurna with Zip £90.50
£102.50 Lightline £64.00
£134.50 Karnmor Lhotse £79.50
Karrmor Extrem £64.50
Armaditio £120.00 RUCSACS
Salite £59.00
Feis o £79.50 BERGHAUS
i AB 65 £48,75
Pacific Crest £99.00 AB 75 s
ROPES AB 85 £53.00
Viking 45m x 11mm £3050 £32.00
Interalp Classic 45m x 11mm £34.72 £40.25
Interalp Classic 45m x £28.20 £OT PIOT £64.25
Edelweiss 45m x 11mm C £37.50 KARRIMOR
Edelweiss 45m x 9mm Extre £33.95 Jagua Eié-gg
BOOTS £42.50
KSB 3's All sizes £32.75 Kalahari 4 £53.75
Winit Felltex {(Gore-Tex) £25.00 Hot lce £22.50

PLANNED
YOUR
FUTURE?

For many personnel leaving the Service life could be very difficult
but for you it could mean the start of a new and rewarding career
in the insurance industry whether it be in Germany or the UK —
regretfully we must impose an age limit of 25-45 unless person-
ally recommended.

@ Assessed the job prospects in
the area of your choice? -

You will of course wish to maintain
your present standard of living if
possible!!!

* Every effort is made to despatch

EXPORT DEPT. V.A.T. DEDUCTIBLE ex-stock goods within 24 hours of arder,

LIS, now part of Pioneer Mutual, is expandlng rapidly and the
programme covers the whole of the UK and West Germany — we

{For B.F_P.D. etc. multiply advertised

BULK PURCHASES! SPECIAL TERMS
prices by -8695 and, incl n
L i and, include post as show VAI

can therefore offer you work no matter where you decide to live.

A COTSWOLD CAMPING

You can join the many successful ex-Servicemen who earn more
than £10,000 per annum.

IT'S WORTH THINKING ABOUT

Mail Order Dept., Broadway Lane, South Cerney, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 5UQ
Cut out this coupon today or phone (0285) 860612

i S s ot s e s s s i e g e ek o i s e T

MAIL 5w cunuuu. ay Lane, South Cerney, Glos. GL7 5UQ
ORDER amee price list ler amp piease) []
COUPDN X red broch 3
wrth your price 15:[_] (Enclose 25p towards postage please

If you are interested complete the coupon.

To Pioneer Mutual Insurance Services Ltd.,

I 63 Thorpe Road, Norwich NR1 1UD, Tel: 0603 612 340

1 NAME 5. i s oo o e g o DUEOUT Lz ity

I ADDRESS ... i divivvimnoiion oo e S
....................................... AGE. i v ovrstmii it
[ Work in Germany ] Work in UK

(Tick appropriate box)




1

'NEWS LINES

Army
saved
climber

A PARTY OF FIVE Army
climbers — two of them Alpine
novices — who were involved in
the rescue of an injured Austrian
climber on the lofty Jungfrau in
Switzerland have been commen-
ded by the GOC South-East Dis-
trict, Lt-Gen Sir Paul Travers for
their “‘steadiness, skill and disci-
plined teamwork”.

They are Sgt Nicholas Chal-
linor, a PTI at the Princess
Marina College, Arborfield,
Craftsman Michael Smith, a TA
soldier, Trooper Harold Taylor,
Apprentice Tradesman Lance
Corporal Stephen Spencer and
Apprentice Tradesman David
Willis.

Climbing the Jungfrau, the
Army team saw what they took
for a body and then heard cries
for help. Sgt Challinor decided to
try a rescue and led the party to a
position above the body.

Cfn Smith fixed an anchor and
Tpr Taylor abseiled down to find
not only the injured climber but
three frozen corpses. The injured
man, in a weakened condition,
was suffering from exposure, and
minor injuries.

Smith, Spencer and Willis
were sent off to alert the Swiss
authorities. Their route lay over
potentially dangerous terrain. It
was vital they moved with the
utmost care to avoid a further
accident.

Thecitationsays: “Thistheydid
with steadiness and competence
in psychological and technical
circumstances which were par-

._ ticularly demanding for soldiers

of their youth and comparative
inexperience.

“Regardless of the harrowing
circumstances and the increased
risk to themselves, each member
of the party, according to his skill
and experience, played an impor-

“tant part in rescuing and almost

certainly saving the life of the
injured climber.”

/ey
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Cpl Kenny Campbell, the team cameraman, showing off his latest

-
-
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piece of kit and the sponsorship logos.

DEVILS HUNT
FOR SPONSOR

THE ARMY’s Aldershot-based freefall parachute display
team, The Red Devils, are looking for an enterprising,
publicity-seeking sponsor to support them with a “minimum
£25,000” annually. Their current sponsors, Lucas (UK)
have had to withdraw, with regret, bacause of the recession.

Captain Mickey Munn, the
Red Devils leader and his team
— it was founded as a self-
supporting venture in 1964 by
The Parachute Regiment —
appear at more than 200 shows
each year nationwide and, on
average, make some 5000 freefall
descents during their season.

The cash injection is needed
mainly for the running of the
team’s fleet of four vehicles and
their associated costs of tax,
insurance and maintenance
which takes the 24-strong sky-
diving entourage to shows.

The two engines of the team’s
venerable, red Islander aircraft
— call-sign Delta Hotel —
become time-expired this sum-
mer, 100.

Mickey, who has logged up
800 hours as pilot on the 12-
year-old aircraft, told SOL-

DIER: “These engines, alone,
will cost £14,000 to replace. It
would take us donkeys’ years to
save up for them.

“Our situation is not really of a
‘cash crisis’ which has been
quoted in the local newspaper.
That was a little bit dramatic.
But we do need the sponsorship
for our two hundred shows a year
in which we can offer valuable
publicity. The sponsors’ names
would appear on our track suits,
our parachutes, other team
accessories and, of course, on the
vehicles.

He added: *“‘The backers
would also get private use of the
team for any promotional work
they might have of their own.
The team will not be in any
trouble this year but there could
be difficulties towards the end of
next. There are many schemes in
which we can increase the
amount of publicity for a spon-
sor. We go abroad, too, this year
to Germany and France. The
money we earn goes into the
aeroplane and parachutes. Any
sponsor would make a lot of
money out of us in sheer adver-
tising value”. :

Aldershot medal

The recently formed Aldershot
Military Historical Trust has had
a special medal struck as part of
its campaign to raise £400,000 for
a visitors’ centre and museum.
The medals sell at £5 and show
Wellington on one side.and the
Aldershot military badge on the
other.

Briefly

A spark from a welder’s torch is
thought to have been responsible
for a major fire at the Royal
Army Ordnance Corps depot at
Moreton-on-Lugg, near
Hereford. Damage was estimated
at £3 million.

* * *
A team of climbers from the
14/20 King’s Hussars is to
attempt the 17,058 ft Mount
Kenya. They also hope to erect a
marble memorial at 16,000 ft to
three members of the regiment
who died there in a rock fall in
1965. :

* * *
Royal Engineers Junior Leaders
from Old Park Barracks, Dover,
are to present five wheel-chairs to
a local hospital. They have been
paid for by the £865 raised at the
Leaders’ open day.

* * *
Prince Charles, who is Colonel-
in-Chief of the Royal Regiment
of Wales is to visit the 1st Batta-
lion at Aldershot in June.

* * *

"As part of its silver jubilee celeb-

rations the Army Air Corps is to
stage a three-day extravaganza at
its headquarters at Middle Wal-
lop, Hants, from 23-25 July. It

will include an international
helicopter rally, the 1982 British
Helicopter Championships,

flying displays and arena demon-
strations.

* * *

After 40 miles of sponsored
forced marching along the
Ridgeway Walk and hours of
sponsored ‘no smoking’ in the
communications centre at HQ
UKLF 10 girls of 1 squadron, 10
Signal Regiment have raised £83
for cancer research.

These Brand New
WOOLY PULLY'S
come in RAF Blue
— Navy — Khaki.
All are  with
epaulettes and are
100% Pure Wool

44" £11.95
46" £12.95

a

£1.50 post and package any Quantity.

BERGAN'S

‘68 WEBBING
DOWN S/BAGS
BARRACK DRESS
LIGHTWEIGHTS
PUTTEES

DPM CAPS
BOOTS & SHOES

(SAE for Free Catalogue please)

SILVERMAN'S (S)

MILE END, LONDON E1
Telephone 01-790 5257

Personal callers Monday-Friday
“Almost Anything in Govt. Surplus”




These four landlubbers were
literally shown the ropes when
they paid a visit to HMS
Onslaught at the Gosport
submarine base. The trip was
arranged last year when
members of the ship’s company

visited the ATDU at Bovington.

Tree Service »

The traditional tree-burning
ceremony, representing the fire
lit by the shepherds, launched
the celebration of the Serbian
Christmas Eve by members of
the Mixed Service Organisation
at Joint Headquarters
Rheindahlen.

«Sally Bach

Not so little drummer girl Sally
Douglas-Williams, 21, the
reigning Miss Wales and Miss
RRW, brought a touch of extra
sparkle to the occasion when
the Regiment’s 1st Battalion
celebrated the famous Rorke’s
Drift action against the Zulus.
She made quite a hit and many
a heart missed a beat.

Hi Bahy »

Little Joanne Shareg Shand
really is a high baby. She was
born at 1000 feet, somewhat
ahead of time, while her mother
was being rushed to hospital in
Cyprus by RAF helicopter.
After she left hospital proud
mum Eve, and Cpl Dave Shand
who both work for UNFICYP,
took her back to meet the créw.

Thumbs Up

A very happy nine-year-old
Peter Ehlert shows his approval
of a trip in a Fox ARV with Sgt
Andy Twell of 3 Bn Royal
Anglian Regiment. The trip was
part of a day out with the
Battalion after Peter’s
grandmother had written to the
CO.

War Games °

Explaining some of the finer
points of a war games scenario
to the Adjutant General, Gen
Sir George Cooper, is Cpl ‘Bo’
Cattel of 28 Signal Regiment at
Krefeld. The Regiment’s small
but thriving club has about 15
members.




| <TA Boss

Col Edward Wilkinson who has
been appointed Brigadier
Terrtorial Army at UKLF. He
15 the first incumbent of the
TA’s only substantive Brigadier
post and n civil life is a
director of a Midlands firm.

24B712

The skirl of the pipes echoed
across Aldershot when
preparations for this vear’s
Aldershot Military Display got
under way. Left to right are
Pipe Majors Maharman Tsmang
(7 GR), Norman Dodds (R
Irish) and James Ridell (2 5G)
Their three pipe bands will
feature 1n the displav from
24-27 June.

Arctic ~

It may look like Norway but in
fact it was near Bulford.
Britain’s tough weather gave
men of the PWO the chance to
get in some practice before the
annual ACE Mobile Force
Winter Exercise.

Frog Eyes
Old Frog Eyes, the circa 1964
Bedford coach, has been saved
from the scrapheap, thanks to a
few enthusiasts at 636 Mobile
Civilian Transport Group at
Werl. Now she is to take her
place in the RCT Museum at
Leconfield but although she is a
‘runner’ she had 1o make the
trip by low-loader because she
had already been written-off
and could not be driven on the
roads.

Gall-lh -
-

Mum’s the word or, rather, call
sign. Brig lan Sprackley,
Commander Training Group, R
Signals, chats 1o Apprentice
Tradesmen Lance Corporals
Karl Liddle and Sean Morgan
during his first visit and tour of
the Army Apprentices College,
Harrogate. The two Clansman
VRC 321 sets, worth an
estimated £20,000 were tuned to
the USA.
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G. D. Golding
Tailors Ltd.

Military Livery and
Civilian Tailors l
Officers and Senior NCQO’s uniforms
“ made to measure
AR

==

Appointed tailors to the |
officers of the

A}
& @’)1% Household Cavalry.

/

and tailored in
our own
workrooms by
experienced
craftsmen, under
the personal
supervision of

Mr. Golding.

|
‘ Exclusively cut

@w‘b

We offer top quality service using the-
finest Barethea and Superfine materials,
with competitive prices and free credit.
Our special fast service is available at no

extra charge.

We can also supply: K
Military ties, Blazer badges, Badges of
rank, Marcella shirts, Miniature medals,
Sam Browne belts, Canes, Spurs and
George boots. |

Full-sized medals remounted.
Service Dress and Blues Hats supplied.

——— _—_
Our Sales Director will call at your I
request. |
Ring 0727 60819 or write for details to |
220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts |
|
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THE WATCH THE WORLD |
HAS LEARNED TO TRUST |

()
OMEGA »

SEAMASTER QUARTZ

The Ultimate
Outdoor Watch

Send only

£37s0......'

Followed by 9 monthly
payments of £37.50 using

PRESTONS INTEREST |
FREE CREDIT

List Price £375

ST 3960900

New from the 1982 range, OMEGA's : -
most distinguished outdoor watch, Ruggedly styled,
amazingly slim, this Seamaster Quartz is designed for the

man of action.
FEATURES

Brushed satin stainless steel case
and bracelet with locking clasp

Water resistant to a depth
of 120 metres

|
!

. A slim
Luminous hands, dial and bezel R
Date read-out and sweep wach | |
second hand :c',t‘t’nany
Instantly extendable bracelet 1 features.

Elapsed time rotating bezel

Separate hour hand shift

Protected crown

Electronic seconds injector

Early warning battery exhaustion indicator

Flush-fit synthetic sapphire crystal glass
(so hard only a diamond can scratch it)

OMEGA International Guarantee — valid in over |
120 countries worldwide

ORDER WITH CONFIDENCE
FROM PRESTONS TIMER DIVISION

Prestons Timer Division is the Mail Order Service
of one of Britain's largest independent jewellers,
established in 1869, and leading OMEGA Agents
for over 30 years.

Prestons Timer Division, Capitol House, Churchgate,

Bolton BL1 1LY. Reg. In England Mo 541349
. CE— T — —— — — — — m—

FREEPOST—NO STAMP NEEDED
To Prestons Timer Division, FREEPOST, Bolton BL1 1YY
Please send me OMEGA watch model No, ST 3960900 |

CASH PAYMENT: | enclose my cheque/postal order/cash (made

Please use Registered Post for Bank Notes.

CREDIT PAYMENT: | enclose my cheque/postal order value £37.50 E]
CREDIT CARD PAYMENT: (Full Cash Price Only) Please debit my I
Access/Barclaycard (VISAYAmerican Express/Diners Card with £375.00. D y
CdNo TTT[TTTTTTTITTI]

Please send FREE colour brochure and details of interest free credit.

payable to Prestons Timer Division) value £375.00. Despatch in 10 days, D l
(1/10th full purchase price) as deposit. Despatched in 21 days.
Despatch in 10 days.
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Corporal ‘Dinger’ Bell. Cook
with the Junior Leaders’ Regi-
ment RAC at Bovington:
“I think the food is very good
and reflects the hours we put in.
If they go down to Joe’s Cafe
they won’t get the amount of
food for what they pay every day.
But a lot of them go to the Naafi
and it’s a wasted job then.

“I’ve been in the Army for 12

POC

T

SO COECHOOBED O

SO0 0000

vears and I have not been to a
place yet where the food has been
bad. The demand does vary from
place to place. I'm a Jock myself
but I don’t like mince and tatties.

“Some soldiers do heavier jobs
and want something more sub-
stantial — egg and chips is no use
to them. I have been in places
where it was hard to get rations
— especially St Kilda.

““On one occasion we asked for
a box of eggs and it was para-
chuted in. I won’t say what hap-
pened to them but we had
scrambled eggs for a week! The
Junior Leaders here would eat
pies all the time if you offered
them. It depends on where they
come from — some of them are
offered steaks and they don’t
even know what they are! We
don’t get many complaints —
after all they don’t get offered six
choices at home.”

p
FROM THE
HOTPLATE

SOLDIERS TALKING

L OROOCOOROOOE ¥4

IGHT

Our Soldiers Talking feature ‘Food for Thought’ (14 Dec)

in which we asked Gordon Highlanders for a
consumers’-eye view of Army grub brought an angry
reaction from some members of the Army Catering
Corps who felt the comments were unbalanced —
among them Lance Corporal Saetta from Soest whose :
letter we carried in our last issue. We never pretended of ¥
course that the Gordons’ comments reflected all shades
of opinion on Army catering. But we liked Lance Cor-
poral Saetta’s suggestion that we should ask some
cooks for their views too. So here are seven opinions
from the other side of the cookhouse counter . . .

The way in which SOLDIER has
gone about this interview makes all
Jcooks out to be criminals and sug-
gests that they are only in that profes-
ion because they can’t do anything )
else. This is not so, and I would like

to see an interview done about what
the chefs think and the way they
conduct their daily tasks. That would
open a few eyes. — L/Cpl Saetta
ACC, 1 Sqn, Yankee Tp, 3 Armd
Div, HQ & Sig Regt, Salamanca
Bks, BFPQ 106, :

Sergeant Mike May. Cook with
1 RRW in Aldershot:
“The main problem is that you
can never please everybody but
vour aim'is to do your best. The
chances are that at one mess
meeting they will want more
roasts and less steaks and at the
next it might be the other way
round.

“On the whole this is a happy
unit and they never really com-
plain. They have seven or eight

4 choices for each meal after all and

we spend a lot of time and effort
to make it presentable.

“I have been on the other side
of the hotplate because I trans-
ferred into the Corps from the
Royal Horse Artillery. I can go
back to when we only had ham
and egg for tea and breakfast
might be only one sausage or
piece of bacon.

“I don’t think people complain
too much after they have done a
year or two. | agree that some-
time presentation 1s not as
good as it might be but you have
to consider that a cook might like
to decorate a dish up and then
finds that the materials he needs
are not available that dav.”

“The quality may vary from
unit to unit and so will the
kitchen facilities. But we try 1o
do everything we can to please.”

Sergeant Phil Birnie. Cook with
4 1 Bn, The Royal Green Jackets
in West Belfast:
“I’s difficult to please evervone
all the time and I've found that
the older the guys in the com-
pany the better they are to feed.
It’s the married men who moan
most. I think we’ve gone too far
with the standard of catering but
food does keep up morale and we
do have the odd time when peo-
ple say it was nice!
“The support boys here are the
ones who are the big eaters and it
is quantity rather than quality for
them. They have such a demand-
ing job here in Ireland that they
are sometimes half asleep when
they come for food and it’s best if
they don’t have to think about a
choice.

“You've got io be understand-
ing, especially here — but I do
have trouble controlling my
temper sometimes!”

Private John Mulhall. Cook at
the AAC Centre, Middle Wal- »
lop:

“The only problems we have are
that sometimes we are short staf-
fed and have to change the
menus because of the number of
cooks working. Most of the cus-
tomers are very pleased but you
can’t please everyone. We do
have to do a lot of improvisation
ot dishes

“But it costs them only £1.31 a
day for a full breakfast, a lunch
with as much as they can eat and
a dinner with as much as they can
eat — you would never get that
anywhere else,

“You just can’t live on pies in
the Naafi for your whole Army
career but I've noticed that junk
food seems to be the in thing.
You put chips out and thev all go
for them but vou put boiled or
roast potatoes and they don’t
touch them.”

continued on

page 12
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WOII Anthony Handley. Mas-
ter Chef with 2 Bn, The Royal
Green Jackets in West Belfast:
“There are only two things that
soldiers can complain about:
food and pay. I think standards
are too high in the Catering
Corps. Lots of kids are brought
up on convenience foods now
anddon’tappreciate propermeals.
It’s difficult to change them but I
think we're winning slowly.
They tell me if they’re pleased

with it as well as when they

aren’t!

“Food has got to be of a good
standard otherwise morale goes
downhill. If someone comes in
after he’s had a hard day, he’ll
take it out on the cooks. Here in
Northen Ireland the only thing
they have to look forward to is
the food and when a chap comes
up to the hotplate and goes off
grunting when there are five or
six choices, we know we have to
handle him gently. We do all the
duties as well as cooking here so
we can understand how they feel.

“I transferred into the Cater-
ing Corps and I used to complain
when I was in the infantry — But
that was in the old days when
they issued rations...”

Staff-Sergeant Frank Hopkin-
son. Master Chef at the AAC
Centre, Middle Wallop:

“Of course locations differ
greatly. The kitchens can vary
and the standards of the master
chef mav also be difterent. It's
like any restaurant — if you find
a particularly good restaurant
you will use it regularly.

“At the moment we are feed-
ing 280 people and that’s 280
different attitudes to eating and
vou have to remember that the
average soldier does not take long
over his meal — the average is 12
minutes. He wants to get back to
his room or his job.

“We only get minor com-
plaints at our mess meetings —
things like the baked beans not
being hot enough or a request for
coffee or fresh milk with every
meal.

“Cooks in the Army have
always taken a lot of stick and if
you can't take stick 1t’s time you
12

transferred from the Catering
Corps. You’ve got to have a thick

skin.
“Out in the field the cook
works very long hours. A typical
v

exercise would see him up at four
starting his burners and hot
water for reveille at 5.45. He
would then work through break-
fast, probably move to another
location, prepare lunch and then
dinner. He could still be working
at midnight and might even have
to provide late meals after that.
And he would be up at four the
next morning.

“Here the day starts at eight
am and they work until about
6.30 or 6.45. On top of that they
have to fulfil all their military
duties and do an element of
sport. For instance this weekend
is a complete working weekend
for cooks to sort out stores and
equipment. It all has to be done
in their own time. They have to
accept that they don’t get as
much time off as other soldiers.”

Private Kevin Jane. Cook with 2
Bn, The Royal Green Jackets in
West Belfast.

“You've got to work with the
battalion that vou’re with. These
are 99 per cent from London and

they all eat steak and kidney pie
and mushy peas. I was with the
Duke of Wellington’s before and
they wanted Yorkshire pudding
with everything,.

“If the lads get called out and
miss their meal, we cook some-
thing for them when they get
back. They sometimes moan
because they have to wait but we
don’t get upset — it’s only to be
expected really.”

No 9

THE QUEEN’S ROYAL IRISH HUSSARS

THE BADGE WHICH currently adorns the head-dress of this
regiment is a happy blend of the two badges formerly worn by
the regiments that combined on 24th October 1958 — the 4th
Queen's Own Hussars and the Bth King's Royal Irish
Hussars. It features The Irish Harp within a circlet inscribed
Queen's Royal Irish Hussars, ensigned with the Royal Crest.
A scroll below is inscribed Mente et Manu (With heart and
hand). The harp and scroll are in silver anodised, the
remainder in gold anodised.

Princess Anne of Denmark's Dragoons were formed in
1685, being eight troops of men of Royalist sympathies, and
saw their first action in Scotland. They went to Steenkirke as
Fitzhardinge's Dragoons for their first, hard, lesson in foreign
warfare, going on to Portu%al in 1707. They returned to
Scotland to serve as Evans Dragoons at Sheriffmuir, and in
subsequent years went on to fight at such places as
Dettingen, Laffeldt, Busaco and Los Santos. While these
names are not to be found among their Battle Honours other,
more familiar, ones are — among them Peninsula, Albuhera,
Balaclava and Sevastopol. As the 4th (Queen’s Own) Light
Dragoons they rode to glory in the Light Brigade’s famous
Charge. And becoming Hussars in 1861, they soldiered on
with honour until 1958 as the 4th Queen's Own Hussars.

The cap badge was originally the Victorian crown sur-
mounting a circlet inscribed Queen’s Own Hussars with a
spray of laurel at the bottom centre. In the centre were the
Roman numerals IV’ in ornamental characters, the numerals
in white metal, the remainder in gilding metal. In 1901 the
Imperial crown replaced the Victorian and the motto granted
in 1906, was added to the design on a scroll below the circlet
in white metal. This last version, bearing the St Edward's
crown, was sealed on 23rd September 1954 in metals, the
anodised version following for a brief spell.

The other party to the amalgamation, the 8th King's Royal
Irish Hussars, were formed two years before the 4th, from
Irish Protestants, as Cunninghame’s Regiment-of Dragoons.
Their foreign service commenced in 1704 and in one early
engagement they encountered a body of Irish Dragoens in
the French service, routing the entire force. Shortly after-
wards they received a message from the commander of the
Franco-Irish pleading not to be despised for the defeat as
they had been badly let down by the French, who could not
be persuaded to stand and fight! Numbered 8th Dragoons in
1751, they underwent a number of small changes in title
before finally becoming the 8th King's Royal Irish Hussars in
1920 — a name they kept for the next 38 years. Their first
cap badge was the Irish Harp surmounted by the Victerian
crown. With below, a scroll inscribed 8th King's Royal Irish
Hussars. The harp was in white metal, the remainder in
gilding metal, and in 1904 the Imperial crown replaced the
Victorian.

Arthur L Kipling and Hugh L King

Next issue: 9th/12th Royal Lancers
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N A QUIET corner of a huge RAF

airfield in Oxfordshire, there is a joint

Army/RAF unit in training just now

who would not take it amiss if they
were asked to “sling their hooks”. They
would do it readily and proficiently!

For this rather special 100-strong unit is
the fledgling Joint Helicopter Support Unit,
currently training at RAF Brize Norton,
which must be ready to deploy next menth
to RAF Gitersloh, 80 miles from the Inner
German Border, where it will work closely
with 18 Squadron, the RAF’s first Chinook
Medium Lift Helicopter (MLH) unit.

In Germany, part of the JHSU’s challeng-
ing task of the early Eighties will involve
spreading the word to BAOR units about
the virtues — and some of the minor vices
— of the battlefield potential of the British
version of the CH-47D Chinook HC Mk I
with its external and internal loads.

The RAF has bought 33 of the tandem-
rotored type and 18 Squadron will be
BAOR’s first operational squadron.

JHSU’s primary roles over the North
German Plain during exercises will include
out-loading, re-supply and casualty
evacuation.

Handlers attend week-long courses which
average 14 men per intake. Their syllabus
on the courses, run by JHSU specialist
instructors, includes flight safety, documen-
tation, marshalling procedures and rope
drills, trooping drills, preparation and lay-
out — by day or night — of landing points,
storage and maintenance of slung loads and
practical flying experience with such loads.

The unit works alongside the long-

Handlers practise hook-up drill.«

Story: Graham Smith
: Paul Haley

[~

JHSU instructor briefs course members. &

established Joint Air Transport Establish-
ment (JATE) which moved across Oxford-
shire from Abingdon to Brize Norton a few
years ago.

The current command and administration
of JHSU is carried out by the Aldershot-
based 27 Logistic Support Group Regiment,
RCT. In BAOR, the Chinook ‘chopper’
handlers will come under the aegis of the Air
Support Operations Centre.

JATE, per se, is responsible for trials
involving the carriage of internal and exter-
nal loads in all Service transport aircraft
including battlefield support helicopters,
plus the specialist training of Royal Corps of
Transport Air Despatchers and Ground
Handlers.

And most of the JHSU’s men have been
chosen from those who have had prior air
transport, air movements and re-supply
experience.

This, the newest joint-Service unit will be
split into the BAOR Ground Handling unit
at Gitersloh and a United Kingdom Mobile
Force (UKMF) unit which becomes opera-
tional in June under Captain Pat O’Brien,
RCT, at RAF Odiham, near Basingstoke,
home of Strike Command’s battlefield sup-
port helicopters, including the versatile
Puma.

In BAOR, the unit will work hand-in-
hand with the Mobile Air Operations Teams
and some of the JHSU teams, for instance,
will be commanded by RAF corporals.

Captain Mike Lanham, OC-designate of

* the BAOR-based unit and himself a former

Air Despatcher, told SOLDIER: “Our aim,
15



Preparing Land-Rover for lift off.p

once we get into Germany, is to become
really professional in helicopter operations,
especially at night, which is something I feel
could be developed. Secondly, we want to
spread the word about the introduction into
service of the Chinook and point out the
difference in sheer volume of materials
which can be lifted.”

This latter view was endorsed by Major
John Hordern, The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers, a pilot of some 1000 hours’ experi-
ence on Sioux helicopters and OC of the
JATE training section: “Chinook in service
is going to be a superb enhancement. Previ-
ously, aircraft have lifted two-and-a-half
tonnes. In future, the Chinook will take up
nearly ten tonnes over a 100-kilometre
radius of action — which is a considerable
increase.”

The Chinook does, indeed, have an
impressive capability. It can carry up to 9.5
tonnes of stores and loads such as the FH 70
field gun and 105mm Light Gun with tow-
ing vehicle can be fitted with ease.

To maintain continuously flexible opera-
tions Chinook’s maximum loads are 30
troops and 12 stretcher cases with permuta-
tions of internal and external loads.

Flying Officer Neil Cromarty, the
second-in-command of the BAOR unit,
said: “Chinook will give flexibility to com-
manders and their needs in terms of prob-
lems caused by mass refugee movement on
the roads when main supply routes would
have been taken out and road transport no
longer viable,

“The RAF version of Chinook has up-
dated features including large, carbon fibre
blades, a pressure refuelling system and new
avionics fit. The new slinging equipment
has been specifically designed for our use.”

Colonel David Whitten, JATE’s Com-
mandant said he hoped the JHSU men
would visit units in Germany carrying the
word about Chinook and its versatility.

But the last word came from Major
Hordern who said: “What we are doing here
with Chinook is quite good; what we are
going to try to do with it in BAOR is going
to be incredible!” ]

Hessian prevents chains damaging loads. p
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ONCE UPON A TIME in the streets of a
grimy Lancashire cotton town a small boy
dreamed of being a Scottish soldier. At the
age of eight he ran away to join up and
returned shortly afterwards in the hands of a
policeman. Six years later he tried again
with the same results,

But as soon as he was old enough Ian
Kaye enlisted — and spent 22 happy years
with Highland regiments, 17 of them with
the Black Watch and the rest with the

. Argylls. And today, living in the Scottish

Highlands, his voice betrays little of his
Lancashire origins — after 38 years the
Scottish overlay is almost total.

Ian Kaye at 55 is only one of many
thousands of ex-Scottish soldiers living all
over the world. But he is an ex-sergeant with
a difference. For, by his own efforts, he has
left a legacy which he hopes will be
remembered long after he is dead.

In 1950, stationed in Hong Kong, Ian
Kaye began to write a bit of poetry for his
own amusement. “‘As you can imagine if you
wrote poetry in the Highland Brigade it did
not do to brag about it.”” Nevertheless, word
gradually got round and fellow soldiers
began to suggest that he should get the
poems published.

This proved easier said than done. “I took
them round to publishers all over Scotland
and in England and nobody wanted to
know.” So Ian, known as ‘Danny’ to his
Army mates, decided he would have to do
the job himself.

While serving in Cyprus in 1960 he paid
for 2500 copies of his Pick and Shovel
Poems to be printed. It cost him £380, which
was a fortune on a corporal’s pay of those

" days, and he then had to begin the hard job

of selling them.

PROFILE

B e o e
+ +
+ : -
I There’s a lock of golden hair, t
1 pressed in my Pay-book, pé

i z +
I And a faded picture pinned upon 4
i +
o the wall. 1
+  The Cross and chain you wore, *
T +
+ hangs on my locker door. +
I They're just memories of a Love I
- +
3 beyond recall. T
1 — ‘Memories’ by lan Kaye 1
+ +
R e o S e o o o o S o o o o o

But eventually all of the copies were sold
and they have since turned up all over the
world. And recently the book has been
re-published and sales are starting all over
again,

Ian has been out of the Army for 15 years
at least in a physical sense. But his home at
Kingussie abounds in military memorabilia
and it is clear that he has never left the Army
in spirit.

“I’'m not knocking the Army of today but
it is totally different. We were brought up to
believe that the Regiment came first. When
they first brought out pyjamas all of the old
sweats did their nut — they thought the
Army was going effeminate. And as for
bedside lamps and sheets . . . 7

His poems reflect the old soldier. ‘Pick
and Shovel’ were chosen as representing
tools that could save a soldier’s life. And the
subjects range over all the places and sights
he saw during his Army career as well as
others which go back to bygone days.

Indeed one or two of the poems would fall
foul of today’s climate on race relations. One
which begins ‘Oh for the days when a wog
was a wog’ he defends by pointing out that it

was written long before the Race Relations
Act was even thought of. And he points out
that there is no obscenity to be found in the
pages of his book.

Some of the poems have a distinctly
Kiplingesque flavour and Ian is convinced
that this is no coincidence. “Sometimes it is
as clear as a telephone message. That’s why I
think it comes from a psychic source. I have
written about things I could never have
learned from my normal way of living. I
believe that in a lot of my work I am being
influenced by the spirit of Rudyard Kipling
at my elbow.”

As lan came out of the Army his son, also
Ian, was enlisting. He is now a Warrant
Officer 2 with the Scots Guards. Meanwhile
his father is a foreman in charge of the local
sewage works and dreams of the day when
his poems will get full recognition.

“I find myself in a situation where I know
once I can break through I can throw away
my dungarees and Wellington. boots for
good.” :

That recognition may still be a long way
oft. But lan Kaye is something of a minor
celebrity among the people in the Kingussie
area as well as among past and present
members of his two Army regiments.

And the Highland life with its clear air
and beautiful views certainly agrees with the
ex-Lancashire man. “I would never go backs:
there,” he says.

In the garden of the house he shares with
his wife and two pet dogs, lan Kaye has two
foxes which he reared from cubs. And near
by stands a stone — a relic from the old
Black Watch depot in Perth, which was
demolished years ago. All are part of the
lifestyle of a man who describes himself as
““the oddest poet you will ever meet. I am all
for short hairstyles and discipline.” E
‘Pick and Shovel Poems’ is available from

- Arthur H Stockwell Lid, Elms Court,

Ilfracombe, Devon. £3.50 plus 50p p&p.
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The Ultimate Tailoring Service
for the Services

The best materials are made to measure in our own
waorkrooms to give you the finest quality tailoring.
Our personal measuring service assures you of
perfection. That's the ultimate tailoring service
from Uniformal. Service Dress, Army Day Shirts,
Mess Dress, Dress Shirts, Miniature medals and a
host of other military and civilian wear.

All at competitive prices and free credit into the
bargain. For complete details, just write or phone,
stating your name, address and details of your
requirements.

For further information IPI

Ken Dungey at 0532 826102
or write to Uniformal,

101 Commercial Street,
Rothwell, Yorkshire

‘Perhaps the bravest man
Iever
knew...

and now,
hecannot
bearto

turna
corner

Six-foot-four Sergeant ‘Tiny’ G *t"r“e. DCM, was perhaps the
bravest man his Colonel ever knew

But now, after seeing service in Aden. after being booby-trapped
and ambushed again more recently. Sergeant ‘Tiny cannot bear to
turn a corner. For fear of what is on the other side

It is the bravest men and women from the Servcies who suffer
most from mental breakdown. For they have tried. each one of them.
to give more. much more, than they could in the service of our Country

We look after these brave men and women. We help them at
home. and in hospital. We run our own Convalescent Home and,
for those who are homeless and cannot look after themselves in the
community, our Hostel gives permanent accommodation. For others,
there is our Veterans' Home where they can see out their days in peace.

These men and women have given their minds to their Country
If we are to help them, we must have funds. Do please help us with a
donation.and with a legacy too, perhaps. The debt is owed by all of us.

“They've given more than they could— please give as much as you can’

€X-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY

37 Thurloe Street. London SW7 2LL Tel: 01-584 8688

@ All garments manu-
factured and printed in
our own factory—no
middlemen. So better
quality at a better price.
® Generously sized
sweatshirts made from
high quality fabrics.

@® A huge range of
preshrunk, machine-
washable T-shirts.

@ All designs per-
manently screen printed.
@ Full artwork facilities—
just send a rough sketch.
® Minimum order only
10 garments.

@ No screen or artwork
charges.

| Just ‘phone our action
line NOW

061431 3427

Orwrite FREEPOST

(No stamp required) to:

Dept S, Sweatshirt Express,
PO.Box 22, Hursﬂleld!ndustnal
Estate, Stockport, Cheshire.
SK57DB

HOW CAN WEGET
SWEATEHIRTS LIKE
YOURS PRANTEPFOR
OUR UNIT?
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Made to Measure

Mess Dress Uniforms
WOs & Sgts £98.00. v

Jacket Sizes from 36” Chest to 44" Chest
RS, RE, REME, RA, RAOC, RCT, RAMC.

BFPO UK Price BFPO UK Price

Price Inc. VAT Price Inc. VAT
Jacket £56.00 £64.40 Post Pack f200 £230
Trousers £2600 £2990 Buttons .J5p ea .Bbp ea
Waistcoat ~ £1600 £1840 Waistcoats require 4 buttons
Marcella Dress Shirt £14.00 £16.10 RE Jackets x 2 buttons
Bow Tie £175 £ 201 RA Jackets x 4 buttons
Badges BFPO UK BFPO UK

Price Price Price Price
wol £3.50 £4.02 S/Sgt Crown £2.50 £287
WOl £3.00 £345 Chevrons £3.00 £3.45
Miniature Medals

BFPO UK Price BFPD UK Price

Price Inc. VAT Price  inc. VAT
GSM with NI Bar £15 €0 OSM GIvV £10.50 f1201
Silrabia Eic Please state which Daf CBE s [an
requred add . £1.75 each aoditiona o BEM £ 150 £ 862

tar Any area avadable

LS (Navy Army, orRAF] B0 (80 G ey o e
UN Cyprus L6800 £6%  photar GSM (925 £I084
TAVR £632 £121  pgi Onbi fo® st
TEs o E700 EBOS  gorg for Minature Medals £175 €201
Nl G50 £150 8BS g o Ribhon Min (0B £0X
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The abowe medals are supplied unmounted, we will court mount new and existing medals 750 per medal

Please give your full postal address. State Measurements as follows: Your
Height - Chest-Waist - Hips - Outside Leg-Inside Leg—Thigh measure over trousers.
List your requirements, total the cost, send cheque or postal order/Access or Barclay
card to: SUPPLYLINE, PO Box 4, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 0DZ. ENGLAND.
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SUPPLY LINE, PO Box 4, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 0DZ, ENGLAND.

Manufacturers and suppliers of
Regimental Shields
Enamel Badges
Crested Stainless Steel

High quality at competitive prices

Buy from a British Company giving
fast, friendly and efficient service

Details and Prices on request

Dextercrest Thermoplastics Limited
Avro House, Havelock Terrace,
London SW8 4AS

01-622 8633

/

GILBERT RICE

£
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SCIMITAR

Sole Agents for Forces Export

EXPORT...
PIS

lI M'I[n VERNON HOUSE, 26 NEW STREET,

ST. NEOTS, CAMBS. PE19 1AJ
(0480) 215318 .
BEFORE ORDERING YOUR EXPORT CAR
PLEASE CONTACT US.
PART EXCHANGE FACILITIES

ONLY £100 GETS YOU INTO A TAX FREE CAR.

PLUS OUR UNIQUE WARRANTY
NAAF|I APPROVED

—
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el 0 iy
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POST l per:
TODAY = e ‘ Deliv. Requested by
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FM21-76: SURVIVAL, EVASION & ESCAPE The Bible
of military survival manuals. Compiled by the U.S.
Army Special Warfare School, Ft. Bragg. Covers all
aspects of survival in all climate zones. For use by

the individual soldier when things go wrong.

SURVIVAL: Navigation — by land, water, sun and
stars. Hazards — dangerous snakes, fish, mammals
and plants. How to capture, cook and preserve
edible plants, mammals and fish. (All illustrated in
colour.) Sheiter making. All aspects of cold weather,
tropic, sea and desert survival.

EVASION:
Camouflage and
concealment,
breakout and
exfiltration, E &
E lines.

ESCAPE: Capture and
interrogation — what to
expect, what to do. The
escape plan — technigues
and roli call cover-up. This is
the official military document — not a reprint.

63 x 4in; 431 pages; 122-page appendix detailing
plants and animals in colour.

Belongs in every backpack or military library.
Price: £7.95 plus £1 postage & packing

SURVIVAL BOOK CATALOGUE — over 700 exciting
books 40p (Stamps 0.K.) FREE with book order

P.T.J. ENTERPRISES (Dept. SFM)

The Outdoorsmans Book Store, Llangorse,
Brecon, Powys LD3 7UE.

__

......

. * a1 1A

Fllghts from £184 return

Departures from 9 UK airports

Holidays from £2 2 8

Departures from London/Manchester/Prestwick
* No Surcharge Guarantee
* Most flights by Jumbo 747
% Scheduled service reliability

(0342) 27711 * (061) 499 2244 - (041) 226 4631
I | would like to fly with the Number One to the USA & Canada.
Please send me your brochure. Flights Qnly (J Holidays O

Name e ool oY
| Address S¥ et

j & See your travel mnl §
Number Onetothe USA&CANADA °©
Ay B e T el e Ay A e

e e

ws promise, padre, but it needs more

room language.’
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HOME FROM HOME: BULFORD

SILVER LINI

IF A WILLINGNESS to return for a sec-
ond posting is any yardstick, Bulford has
much to recommend it. Certainly there are
no complaints from Corporal Steve Allen
and his family who find themselves back at
Bulford after ten years, three of them at
Suffield in Canada.

“I’d rather be here any day than in any
other garrison community in the UK — and
that includes not only Colchester and
Catterick but even Tidworth just down the
road from here”, said Steve, a tank trans-
porter driver who has spent 19 years in the
Army and seen service in Libya, Cyprus and
BAOR.

“It’s handy for Salisbury and Amesbury
for shopping if you’ve got a car. And even if
you haven’t, the local shopping precinct is
pretty good. You are within easy reach of
anywhere — Swindon, Southampton,
Bournemouth and the New Forest.”

Wife Joan agreed. “There are active
wives’ clubs and several good schools within
reach. Army life is what you make it. We all
have our ups and downs. I think the

_ younger wives find it a bit lonely at first and
seem to have difficulty in mixing. They
usually go home when their husbands are
away. Part-time work for the wives is
difficult to get because most of it is on
contract nowadays. I used to work in one of
the messes.

I definitely like it here. We’ve got lots of
friends. When we were here last it used to be

* called ‘tin town’ but things have improved

tremendously since then. I think the
married quarters are good, t00.”

Less than a mile off the busy A303, and
‘sister’ garrison to Tidworth, Bulford com-
prises five barracks and houses HQ
South-West District — the second largest
District in the country with responsibilities
spanning seven counties and some 18,000
Regular troops and a like number of TA
soldiers and cadets.

The garrison is currently home to such
units as the 1st Battalion, the Prince of Wales’
Own Regiment of Yorkshire, 32 Guided

'TIN TOWN' GETS A

Weapons Regiment Royal Artillery, the
Logistic Support Battalion (AMF (L.)), 249
Signal Squadron (AMF (L)), 49 Squadron,
Royal Corps of Transport and 158 Provost
Company, Royal Military Police.

And Bulford provides a wide range of

“I'd rather be here
any day than in
any other garrison
community in the
UK’

facilities for its soldiers and families spread
over a location where, during the First
World War, acres of white bell tents stood
like mushrooms the length of Bulford
Fields.

Amenities of the Eighties include a Naafi
shopping centre, post office, at least two
social clubs, a bingo hall, two local cinemas
(one in Amesbury), adult education classes,
a 55,000-book library, a choice of 10 prim-
ary, secondary and grammar schools in the
area, soccer, rugby, hockey and cricket
pitches, four squash courts and five tennis
courts for family use. There is a heated
swimming pool, a dry ski slope, facilities for
badminton, wives’ keep-fit, fishing, riding
and game shooting, and — for the armchair
sportsman — even a licensed betting office!

The youth of the military residents are
catered for by Boy Scouts and Girl Guide
units, a youth club, a Bulford Families club,
two play groups and a nursery unit, a Thrift
Shop, an Army Cadet Force contingent and
a Teddy Bears club — for mothers with
babies and children under school age.

Membership of the last club is 25 pence
and a charge of ten pence is made per
session.

The garrison’s connection with the Regu- -
lar Army goes back to 1897 with the

The tank at Ward Barracks — a familiar
landmark.

purchase of 750 acres of land at a modest £10
an acre. Despite opposition from the mili-
tary hierarchy of the time who considered
the Plain should be reserved for cavalry
manoeuvres, a committee set up by Lord
Lansdowne, Secretary for War, built
musketry ranges in 1898 and a year later
brought Larkhill’s impact area into use.

By 1902 about 42,000 acres had been
bought for £550,000 with the aim of housing
all the troops in tented camps.

Adjutant of the garrison and BATAU
(Bulford and Tidworth Administration
Unit), Lieutenant-Colonel Peter Herring,
who is retired, said: “It’s one of the most
lovely parts of the world. And I don’t say
that in any smug sense. If you’ve got a car
you can get around. Salisbury is a lovely
town. Bulford is a self-contained canton-
ment and if a married chap is posted in he
will get a married quarter almost straight
away.”

Single soldier Private Bill Sloat, 20, of the
Royal Army Ordnance Corps who is serving
with 263 Field Cash Offices and has been in
the Army for about a year, said: “It’s better
than the last place I was — Devizes. The
accommodation here is not perfect and it
could be re-decorated, the paint is falling off
the walls, but it’s much better than Devizes
where the wind blows through the walls. I
can’t really say anything bad about Bulford.

“There are discos in the towns but we
tend to avoid them because they are known
for squaddie-bashing by the skinheads. I go
out for the occasional drink myself, watch
TV and go home to Strood in Kent at the
weekends. It’s certainly more relaxed here
than at Devizes for a soldier. I had parades
every morning there.”

Relaxed it certainly seems to be, as
Corporal Allen endorsed: “There are fewer
units here than, say, Tidworth. It's more
compact and more like a family atmosphere.
It’s certainly different from the ‘tin town’
image when I was last here in 1969.” ®
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STRONG

ANNE ARM

-

THIS WEEK | WANT fo tell you
a little about diamonds. | spent
Christmas with my brother in
South Africa where many of the
stones that are forever a girl's
best friend are mined, and was
fascinated by my visit to a
diamond mine. @~

it was 1905 when the 3025
carat Cullinan Diamond was
found at the Premier Diamond

Mine in Natal, a few miles
from Pretoria. As | stood at the
edge of the ‘Big hole’ at the
mine | was rather disappointed
that there was no evidence of
the sparkling stones.

‘Tons of rocks are brought
to the surface in the diamond
mining process and huge
crushing machines, graders
and sifters work day and night
to extract the precious gems
and industrial diamonds from
the rubble. The closest that
visitors to the mine get 1o
seeing a real diamond in ifs
uncut stale is through heavy
steel mesh as the washing
process leaves the stones
trapped in an oil-bedded belt,
so nearand yetsofar.

Security is tight but trustand
honesty pa& the greatest
dividends. One miner who
handed in a diamond that he
had found was well rewarded
with compensation of 11,000
Rand (about £5,500). Visitors
are forbidden to pick up any
rocks or small pebbles when
they visit the site. -

Men have succumbed to the
lure of the glitter and sparkle
of the precious gems and, for
some, no price has been too
high to pay. Forlunes and
futures have heen staked on
the whisper of a ‘find’. -

Some diamond hunters
though, so the stories go, have
been almost unbelievably
lucky. One ;l),ro;pem{ was S0
successful at finding diamonds
on his land that after his death,
two persistent prospectors
bought the land from his
daughter. Sure enough, their
gamble paid off and they found
diamonds on what is now the
site of the Cullinan mine.

The trip was a wonderful
experience and education and |
came back rested and ready to
tackle the postbag that h:
piled up while | was away.

How many of you spotted the
typographical error in the answer
to our reader’s letter on vasec-
tomy (SOLDIER 30 Nov-13 Dec
issue)?

The percentage mentioned in
the penultimate paragraph
should have read “‘one in 210 of
the population” not “‘one in 20!

Now, having put the record
straight, some more of your let-
ters — something of a mixed bag
this week.

We have been stationed in
Germany since 1975, during
which time I have worked on
the German net and regularly
paid the German tax, insur-
ance, hospital insurance etc, for
four years.

We are due to return to UK
later this year and I have been
told that I shall not be able to
claim unemployment benefit
because my German earnings
have not been declared on my
husband’s tax return. I did not
realise that my German earn-
ings had to be declared and I am
worried that we shall be in
trouble with the tax people in
UK if I claim the unemploy-
ment benefit to which I thought
I was entitled.

Mrs T, BFPO 47

Since you have worked for over
three years on the German net you
are quite right in thinking that you
should be entitled to unemployment
benefit when you return to UK.

However, all your German
income should have been declared
on your husband’s income tax
return for you to claim that benefit.
It might seem as if you have to pay
double tax but in fact, if your
German tax liability is higher than
your UK rate, then you will not be
charged. If it is less, then you will
have to pay the difference between
the rwo rates.

I would advise you to write to the
tax office in Cardiff and explain
the problem. Their address is PDS,
Tyglass Road, Llanishen, Cardiff
CF4 5YE.

Once your tax position has been
cleared up, you can claim the
unemployment benefit. You must
sign off at the German Arbeitsamt
and then sign on at a UK unem-
ployment office within seven days
of your armval in UK.

Could you please help me find
people in and around the Her-
ford Garrison who suffer from

any sort of phobia — for ex-
ample, claustrophobia or
agoraphobia — who would like
to join a group to help each
other.

I am in touch with the Toni
Elliot group in Nottingham but
think it would be a good idea to
form a local group. I have the
support of the Families Officer,
Captain Wisden, who has
offered a room for our meet-
ings.

If you would be interested,
please leave your name,
address and telephone number
with the Families Officer, 4 Div
HQ and Sig Regt, BFPO 15, Tel:
Herford Military (89) 2358 and I
will contact you.

Mrs L Kershaw, BFPO 15.

I’'m sure a local group would be a
great help to sufferers of all kinds of
phobias, Mrs Kershaw, and hope 1t
will be very successful.

ASK

ANNE

I am currently in the second
year of a four-year sandwich
degree course at Aston Univer-
sity reading Business Adminis-
tration with German. The sand-
wich part of the course occurs
in the third year when I have to
be employed for 12 months in
Germany to gain work experi-
ence.

The task of finding suitable
German employers used to be
the responsibility of the Univer-
sity Industrial Placement
Officer, but this appointment
has been one of the victims of
the severe financial cutbacks
which have been imposed on
English universities. Students
in my position have now to find
a suitable position for them-
selves.

To gain most from the year, I
would need a job which offered,
ideally, administrative and
managerial experience at an
appropriate level, where I could
live wholly in a German envi-

DID YOU KNOW?

ALL UPHOLSTERED furniture has a warning triangular
swing ticket attached to it if tests have shown that it could
catch fire from cigarettes or matches. Each piece of furniture
with the swing ticket will also have a more permanent remin-

der of the danger on a rectangular label on the underside or
under a cushion.
Over 2,000 fires a year are started in upholstered furniture
and about half are caused by smokers’ materials. The death
toll -in these fires is around 800 with 400 casualties. Take
heed of the warning triangle and make sure that people who
smoke are extra careful with their cigarettes and matches.

ronment and perfect my com-
mand of the language.
Peter Johnson.

I suggest you contact the British
Embassy in Bonn (BFPO 19) and
the German Embassy at 23 Bel-
grave Square, London SWI Tel:
01-235 5033. They will know the
best ways of finding employvmeni.

They may ask for details about
whether you will be sponsored by
your university, whether you will be
self-supporting or need a high sal-
ary, and whether you will need
accommodation, so have answers
ready for them. Remember too, that
there is an unemployment problem
in Germany too and this might
cause extra problems in finding you
a job even for a year.

A great deal of publicity has been
given to the blind ex-
Serviceman, William Richards
who was awarded £100 as a
Christmas gift by his regimental
association and then told that he
was not entitled to his usual
£28.40 weekly supplementary
benefit.

I thought readers might be
interested in the Ssafa view
expressed by Lieutenant-Colonel
Norman, Director Welfare and
Tramning at Ssafa in the Daily
Telegraph:

“The case of the ex-
Serviceman Mr William
Richards and his dispute with

“the Department of Health and

Social Security over the subject
of the gift from his regimental
fund raises some interesting
points.

““First, Ssafa disbursed
nearly £1 million last year in
grants, mostly from Service and
regimental funds. The recipi-
ents were ex-Service families
and dependants and, in most
instances, state benefits were
insufficient to cover their indi-
vidual misfortunes. However,
they were the lucky ones, hav-
ing the generous backing of
Service charitable funds.

“Unfortunately, ambiguity
existed in the Resource Regula-
tions, brought ‘in under the
Social Security Act 1980, which
deal with rulings made by
benefit officers in determining
the status of charitable grants.

“My Association immedi-
ately challenged the DHSS
regarding a case of an ex-
Serviceman in desperate need
of clothing, who received a
grant which was almost totally
clawed-back from his sup-
plementary benefit the follow-
ing week.

“As a result of our challenge,
the Chief Supplementary
Benefit Officer has advised offi-
cials to.allow singular charitable
grants to be treated as capital
and not income, thereby not
affecting eligibility for sup-
plementary benefit.

“The fact that the DHSS
officials have had a change of
heart in the case of Mr Richards
reflects this new guidance.”




ALL IN THE FAMILY

a Teresa unwisely accepts SW

THE CENTRAL OFFICE of
Information has been using
electronic voices to put across a
vital warning to children in a
new film, ‘Say NO to Stran-
gers’.

The 15-minute film is a
remake of the 1971 ‘Never go
with Strangers’ film, and has
been produced for the Home
Office to warn children of the
dangers of speaking to stran-
gers. :

Kidnap, rape, violence and
murder are all too grim
realities. Those children who
are spared physical harm may
well suffer severe and lasting
psychological damage. And it
often comes as a result of say-
ing ‘Yes’ instead of ‘No’.

The film shows how easily
situations can develop and how

GIVE

THE MANPOWER SER-
VICES COMMISSION passed
" another milestone on the Youth
Opportunities Programme road
this month with the launch of
pilot schemes in Rheindahlen
and Gutersloh, which will give
up to 60 young unemployed
people a chance at training and
gaining work experience,

Mr Geoffrey Holland, the
Director of MSC, was hopeful
that, if the pilot schemes in
Germany proved to be a suc-
cess, the scheme could be
extended to other overseas sta-
tions. He sees the scheme as
very valuable since it gives the
young people a “‘chance to con-
tribute to society, a chance to
come to terms with the realities
of what often seems a very

° harsh world ‘and, above all, a
chance to gain a reference.”

gets from 2 strangert.

SAY N0’ TO

STRANGERS

a seemingly casual invitation
can spell disaster. It uses an
electronic voice in a Space
Invaders idiom at the end of
each sequence to warn children
of the dangers of talking to
strangers. I believe that it suc-
ceeds in putting across a vital
and alarming message without
explicit or violent scenes and
without the danger of destroy-
ing a child’s trust in all adults.

Children who have been
brought up in the relatively

Until February 1st this year,
youngsters wishing to join a
YOPs scheme have had to make
arrangements to join a UK
scheme. An enormous amount
of groundwork has been done
by MOD, the careers service
and Joan Trenor of the MSC
Special Programmes Division
(with a little help from their
friends, of course) to launch the
BFG schemes, but it will be up
to the youngsters themselves to
make a success of them.

The Commission and the
Government are keen to see the
Youth Opportunities Prog-
ramme developed into a prog-
ramme of good quality training
for the young unemployed.
Anything that cannot be offered
in BFG but is possible in UK
will still be open to a young
person which makes for a wide

sheltered environment and sur-
roundings of Service life over-
seas could be at particular risk
when they return to UK. They
will no longer be able to trust
every adult with whom they
come into contact and parents
have a responsibility to make
sure that they learn to say ‘No’
to strangers.

There is already a great
demand for this film in UK and
those of you with BFPO addres-
ses should complete the special

YOUTH A CHANCE

choice of training subjects. The
aim is to build the Programme
and Geoffrey Holland emphas-
ises the need to give it a chance.

“This will not be done by
pulling YOP up by the roots just
when it is most needed by
young people. It will be done by
transforming what we have to a
programme which guarantees to
each young person an introduc-
tion to the world of work, a
period of assessment, a chance
to acquire core skills including
numeracy and literacy, com-
munication, decision making,
problem solving and practical
skills with occupationally based
training, and practical, on-the-
job experience.”

Anyone wishing to have
further information on YOP
should contact their careers
officer in BFG or UK.

Her distraught parents wait for news.
T

application form available
through SKC so that arrange-
ments can be made for the loan
of the video cassette or 16mm
film versions. ' :
Further information can be

obtained from the Central Film
Library, Chalfont Grove, Ger-
rards Cross, Bucks SL9 8TN.

Marie-Therese Payne is one of |
the fortunate youngsters who |
have been helped to a future by |
the Youth Opportunities Prog- |
ramme.
She left Kings School,
Gutersloh last April and has ||
been trying to find employment |
locally since then. Now, how-
ever, she has started a six-
month YOP course in Glasgow, |
training to be a dog handler |
with Securicor. -
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Junior RSM Tim Cargill
is a young man with
big responsibilities

WHEN TIM CARGILL joined the Junior
Leaders’ Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps,
a little more than a year ago he hardly
dreamed that he would now be the Junior
* Regimental Sergeant-Major — the top posi-
tion available to any youngster during his
four terms at Bovington.

“I didn’t think I would ever make that
position although of course I hoped to — as
everyone did. When I first came here the
Junior RSM seemed way above us and far
superior. He seemed more like one of the
sergeants or permanent staff and was really
respected.”

Now Tim at 17 is the recipient of that
respect himself. And at the time he took
over the role he was on a mountain climbing
expediton in the Pyrenees.

T was in the Pyrenees when the cane was
due to be given to me at a pass off parade.
But at the exact time they stopped and held
a parade to appoint me. It was just messing
about in the snow really — we marched past
and an officer presented me with an ice
axe.”

Yorkshire born Tim, comes from a family

with strong Service connections — his uncle.

]

was in the Army, his father in the Fleet Air
Arm and another uncle in the Navy. And at
the age of 15 he decided that he wanted to
follow his uncle inte the Royal Tank
Regiment.

Now he is busy preparing for the high-
light of his term in office — the pass off
parade at the end of it. He is also chairman
of the Naafi Centurion Club, responsible for
general discipline throughout the camp and
organising various functions.

“My own NCOs below me do their own
inspections on Saturday afternoons and I
sometimes go round with the permanent
staff RSM and inspect various areas of the
camp. I also inspect the duties in the morn-
ing and the transit people who are leaving.

“It’s very hard work because you have to
do all this as well as learn your trade of
gunnery but I enjoy it very much. You know
at the end of the term you’ll be taking the
parade and your parents will be watching.
They will be very proud.”

As someone who has done well as a Junior
Leader he feels that he has great advantages

over his school chums left back in York- -

shire. “There is such an immense variety of

things you can do. When you are in civilian
life just one of these sports would be the
highlight of a week, but here you can go to
Dartmoor, sailing, canoeing, abseiling,
potholing or climbing. Any sport you can
name, you can do.”

But at the end of this term Tim Cargill
knows that he will enter adult service and
that, while his spell as Junior RSM will
obviously stand him in good stead in his
Army career, he will begin at the same level
as anyone else. 3 e

I think one of the hardest things will be
adjusting to having to share a room with
other people again. I have always slept in my
own room since the end of the first term
when I was promoted.

““If you do as well in your regiment as you
have done here then being Junior RSM will
be good backing for you. But what you
haven’t got to do is go around mouthing off
about having been Junior RSM — because
that will give you a bad name. It’s nothing to
do with anybody else.” =

Story: John Walton
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DEADLIER
THAN THE

By 1984 twelve per cent of America’s regular army
will be women — ready to undertake tasks on or n
the front line. Female recruits to the US army not.
only get the same training as men, they actually train ;

alongside them. Keith Bernstein spent two weeks
photographing and talking to some of them at Fort
McClellan, Alabama. His account provides a fas-
cinating look at the changing shape of our most

powerful ally.

males.

ON A REMOTE wooded hillside of north-
east Alabama, a cluster of wooden cabins
nestle innocently amongst the dense pines.

. A group of teenagers pull gas masks over
their heads, adjust them nervously, and file
hesitantly into one of the cabins.

A tall man in his early thirties steps

casually out of a jeep, pocketing his sun-
glasses. He throws a canister into the cabin,
and the room immediately fills with tear gas.
The teenagers breathe deeply through their
masks, counting up to thirty. Then they rip
the masks off, shout out their name, rank
and number and rush outside.

Some panic and leave the cabin before

they have finished. They are rounded up
and sent back to do it again. Qurtside, the
teenagers collapse under the pine trees, gas
masks dropped casually on the grass. One
quarter of them are women with crafted
hair-do’s, the rest newly shorn crew-cut
All are soldiers in the American
Army, undergoing their first six weeks of
basic training.

This scene is acted out every week at Fort
McClellan army training base in Alabama.
The base paradoxically adjoins one of the
most popular and best known of the national
parks; it is also in the middle of some of the
poorest and most depressed towns in
America.

It covers an area equal to Birmingham’s,
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Graduation day. Drill ser?eants lead the
march past of female recruits.

and has all the facilities of a small town —
three churches, a hospital, bank, post office
and shops. Through its gates have passed
many of the forty-five thousand women who
have enlisted in the American Army in the
last seven years to receive equal military
training with men.

The integration and acceptance of women
soldiers is a recent innovation, provoked by
‘chronic shortfalls in recruitment.’ Policies
that previously barred women from direct
involvement in combat have been whittled
down. Prompted by the Defence Depart-
ment the military are drastically re-casting
their rules to prepare massive and increasing
numbers of women for roles on or near the
front lines.

Until 1972, only two percent of the Army
were women, 16,300 in all. By 1980 that
figure had risen to 61,000 or eight percent.
By 1984 it is expected to be twelve percent
of the force, 97,000 women, roughly the
population of a city like Exeter.

In 1977, then Secretary of the Army,
Clifford Alexander, under direction from
President Carter, ordered a review of all
military occupations.

Traditionally,

changed all that. It made a fine distinction:

those that were combat
related were barred to women. The review’

‘All units which aim weapons by line of sight

at the enemy are combat units, All others are
not.’

Translated, this meant that only the

infantry, and a small part of the artillery
forces would remain barred to women; every
other branch of the military would now
accept women for equal training.

The change in policy left only twenty-four
out of three hundred and five military
specialities still closed to women.

Other changes, no less revolutionary, fol-
lowed as the seventies drew to a close. These
included admitting women to West Point
Military Academy, ending one hundred and
seventy years of male exclusivity; and the
disbandment of the Womens Army Corps.

New female recruits to the Army also take
advantage of ‘revised’ entry requirements,
such as lower minimum height standards,
and, since 1980, the dropping of the rule
that women must have finished high school
before enlisting — a rule which never
applied to men at any time.

A quarter of the new recruits who now
arrive by chartered bus at Fort McClellan’s
‘reception centre’ are women. Both male
and female recruits who are tired or have
had a long journey, relax here for a day or
two, amongst the sports facilities, games
room, and sweet and drink dispensers.

Those few days allow time for the women
to be pregnancy tested. In the words of the
Fort’s reception centre director, Major
Douglas Nichols; “If they’re found to be
pregnant we wrap ‘em up and send ’em
home. Simple as that.”

Simple or not, the Army has recently
altered its rules on pregnancy. Previously
‘grounds for immediate discharge’ preg-
nancy is now defined as ‘a temporary medi-
cal disability’ with an entitlement to six
weeks paid maternity leave.

At five o’clock on a Monday morning at
Fort McClellan, the sun has not yet risen
behind the Appalachian foothills fringing
the base. The camp is dark and deserted
except for an occasional jogger on the roads
around the married quarters.

The recruits’ barracks are set in a small

valley, illuminated- by harsh fluorescent
lighting. Endless rows of figures, all in
uniform green fatigues and white tee-shirts
are doing push-ups. After a time, they stand
up, divide off into units and head off at a
brisk run into the creeping dawn. As they
run they begin to sing the company song;
“We like it here, We like it here, We finally
found a home, A home away from home.”

In fifteen minutes or so, having com-
pleted a two mile circuit, they will be back,
queueing for breakfast. For many of them it
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is the first day of six weeks ‘basic training.”
Memories of the reception centre fade fast;
the real army starts here.

By the time they are back from their run,
the sun is rising fast, pushing the tempera-
ture into the low seventies. It is six o’clock.
There are forty-five minutes in which the
new recruits can catch their breath, swop
hard-luck stories, eat breakfast and collect
their rifles before the day’s training starts in
earnest.

As they queue in the breakfast ‘chow’
line, a female drill sergeant singles out one

new recruit. He woke up late, and omitted

to shave before starting his physical exercise
at five a.m.

The drill sergeants, male and female, are
distinctive in ‘Aussie’ style hats; they all
have the strut of lower echelon command.
The unshaven recruit stands immobile, per-
fectly erect with an unflinching stare as the
drill sergeant rips through him verbally,
then sends him back to quarters with orders
to dry-shave before trying to re-join the
breakfast queue.

All around the incident other new soldiers
carefully look away or shift slightly aside,
giving themselves a little safety through
distance.

At breakfast the new recruits sit in small
groups and talk quietly amongst themselves.
Many told me that the Army was their first
job, and almost as many that it was in fact
their first time away from home.

Those in their first week of basic training
had a wary apprehension of what lay ahead;
in little more than a month they will have
become soldiers as to the manner born,
effortless and unselfconscious in everything
that soldiers do. On graduation day many
will march past parents who at first will not
recognise them in their new identities.

The numbers of women volunteers during
the seventies and early eighties has been so
great that the Army says it is ‘pausing
momentarily’ in its recruitment of women
‘to take a good hard look at just where we're
at.” Privately, Army brass say that the num-
bers have become ‘momentarily’ over-
whelming.

A female sergeant told me that the Army
are taking a “long look at just how many
women they really want. They’re gonna

think very hard about a properly integrated

Army, We're becoming for the Army now
what blacks were in the early sixties, and I
think they’re gonna dwell on that a while.”

She and others at Fort McClellan pointed
out that the Army had to recruit large
numbers of women in order to maintain its
quotas, Male enlistment fell so drastically
during the seventies that the Army ended
the decade 44,000 short of expectations.

Whatever the reasons for the temporary
pause, the scale of female recruitment has
created many practical problems. Female
recruits at Fort McClellan could be seen
hobbling on crutches or, more frequently,
wearing tennis shoes because until recently
the only boots available for them were those
designed for nurses in World War Two.

Women doing road marches or heavy
training in boots designed for men had often
ended up with hairline fractures of the feet;
now a re-modelled boot is just one sign of
change.

A ‘unisex gas mask’ is another, designed,
so it is said to safely fit ‘women’s tighter
faces’; and a new kit pack has been issued
with straps that do not cross over the breast
area.

The Army pays basic training recruits 501
dollars and thirty cents a month (about
£270) but very few of the recruits I spoke to
mentioned money.

Within earshot of their drill sergeants, the
female recruits give fairly traditional reasons
for enlisting — security, the chance to learn
a skill, or travel. A few mention regular pay.

Out of earshot of their superiors, their
reasons appear more realistic. Many of them
come from towns in neighbouring states;
nearly all complain of the intolerable dull-
ness of civilian lives in small towns in the
mid-west and south.

“All 1 wanted” says one recruit “was a
way out. Out of home, out of my parents
grasp, and out of the 7-Eleven (fast food
chain.) You don’t really think I wanted to
work in the 7-Eleven all my life, do y’a?”

Another says she left home (Loretto,
Tennessee) for the first time in her life when
she joined the Army. She had worked as a
cook in the Waffle house, and says ‘“‘the
most exciting thing that happened to me in
eighteen years was a hurricane that missed
the town by three miles.”

A drill sergeant I spoke to says that when
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Girl recruit on the assault course. Men
behind watch and wait their turn.

she enlisted in 1977 “mother cried; my
family said ‘jeez, you can do better than
that’, and my friends freaked out. Now
when I go home I’'m sort of a hometown
hero, although my mother always asks if
they can’t move me somewhere a little
nearer home."”

One recruit says she quit high school to
enlist; the reactions of her friends almost
made her change her mind; the men in her
school class suggested she must be a lesbian
so the Army was the best place for her; her
girl friends just formed into a huddle (“like
a six back monster”) everytime she walked
past.

As Wwe talk, a female recruit is pulled out
of the lunch queue, ordered into a clearing
in front of the mess tent, and made to do ten
push-ups, instant retribution for a word out
of turn.

The other recruits studiously ignore her,
as she sweats away at her punishment; there
are no cat calls or cries of derision as there
would have been if it happened a few weeks
before at school or on the shop floor. But
here, punishment for new recruits is a con-
tagious disease; to show involvement in
someone else’s misfortune courts personal
disaster.

There are no clowns in the units I saw, no
court jesters living dangerously on a certain
licence from their drill sergeants. The
limelight is systematically, and largely suc-
cessfully, shunned.

At breakfast one morning, a group of
recruits in their last week of basic training
talk about discrimination and sexual har-
assment. All of them had heard stories —
notably from bases other than Fort McClel-
lan. But all are mildly defiant and confident
— shadows of the quiet recruits who had
crept timorously in a month ago.

One black girl asks me if I think it is any
better being a woman *‘out there”, gesturing
with her thumb to indicate the civilian
world. Another says that you just have to*
“play your own game” in the Army: ‘“The
way men are in the Army, if you brush them
off, you’re, y’know, funny; and if you go out
you're messing around, you’ve got a reputa-
tion. So you can’t win; you’ve just got to do
what you want.”

Everywhere I go at Fort McClellan, male
soldiers tell me, unprompted, of something
in the Army, some strenuous activity, some
hazardous duty, that they just know women

continued on page 28

- 4 Girl recruit does ten punishment press-ups

— the men file by out batting an eye.
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won’t be able to handle.

They have seen women match them at
every step of basic training; they have often
seen them get higher scores on rifle ranges;
they have seen women pick up more merit
awards than men at graduation day; but they
just know there is somewhere a vital duty
that women won’t be able to handle.

But the only specific they can cite is
infantry training — which is still exclusively
male; they are sure women can’t handle a
“twelve mile road march carrying seventy
pound kit.”

This constant consciousness of competing
with the opposite sex is however exclusively
a male obsession. No woman at Fort
McClellan ever made a serious reference to
competing with men in daily training.

Obsessional fear of being “‘shown up” in
the classroom, on the sports field, and more
particularly in the Army, was a singularly
male preoccupation. Female recruits
derided the whole idea; they had joined the
Army for their own reasons, for their own
ambitions, and not to prove themselves bet-
ter than anyone else; to better themselves
was all they wanted to do.

On the rifle range in a flat and barren
corner of Fort McClellan, a class from Delta
company is making slow progress. Toting
Armalite rifles that reach literally from their
heads to their knees, the new, smaller,
recruits of *81 spend all morning in foxholes
that come up to the armpits.

The sun is directly overhead, the temper-
ature into the mid-nineties. The silhouetted
rifle targets, always a long way away, are
now even harder to see sharply through the
heat haze.

Drill sergeants strut backwards and for-
wards behind the group of recruits in their
command. Only when their drill sergeants
raise their arms can the action begin.

There are interminable delays. Only when
driven to total exasperation do drill
sergeants speak directly to a recruit sweating
in a foxhole; at all other times, commands,
insults and goading asides issue from the
corner of the mouth while Polaroid covered
eyes stare moodily off into the distance.

“What you doin’ Private? I ain’t seen
nobody sight a target like that since John
Wayne.”

The drill sergeants are the world’s weariest
of soldiers; and now, goddamit, they have to
teach girls no-bigger than their “kid sisters”.
“Soldier, the enemy gonna die laughin’ you
try’n shoot him with the safety on.”

In public they play their roles like big
stars; in private, many of them say they
prefer teaching women; they listen more,
ask more questions, and retain information
better.

On the rifle range one drill sergeant says
all the male recruits have handled a gun at
some time in their civilian lives, without any
proper instruction; all think they “can shoot
like Dirty Harry”” and he imitated the classic
film pose, arms outstretched, hands
together on the pistol butt.

The women he says, have generally never
handled a gun before; they listen to every-
thing they are told.

The privates from Delta company are
finishing rifle practice; but their day’s work
is only half over. After dinner they will be
out practising night manoeuvres, being
strafed by helicopters in clearings in the
forest; when they reach their beds, some-
times after midnight, they will fall asleep
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thinking already of the five a.m. wake-up
call.

Before they leave I ask them how they feel
about going into combat. One girl says:
“For myself I couldn’t handle it. I know it
sounds bad to want to come in and work
next to a guy, then, when it comes down to
fighting to chicken out, but I don’t think I
could handle it. My mind wouldn’t allow me
to do that.” :

Her friend standing close by says that she
has “‘no doubts about her mental ability” to
handle combat. But she is not in favour of
anyone, male or female, being sent to the
front lines; “I'm starting to realise” she says
“that combat is not really a game.”

The drill sergeant in charge of this unit
has a different view; she starts to form the
privates into formation, and watches as they
march back to barracks. She turns and says:
“If a woman is capable of doing a job she
should be allowed to do it. If I was in charge
of a unit that was deployed to war, I would
take these women with me.

“They chose to come in (to the Army ) and
by God they’re going to do their job. But I
just don’t think that society, with its morals,
its views and its prejudices is ready to make
a woman an infantryman. I just dom’t
believe they’re ready for that.” |

Female ambush unit waits to pounce.

Putting on kit ready for road march.




For an old cavalryman a
painting brings back memories o

HE FINAL CHGE

MORE THAN 64 YEARS after the event
Mr C. H. ‘Perk’ Perkins gazed at the picture
and commented: ““It is a very good represen-
tation of the scene. There are no heroics. It
is just very factual.”

The picture in question is one in which he
figures prominently. It shows the Bucking-
hamshire, Berkshire and Dorset Yeomanry
Brigade (6th Mounted Brigade) in full gallop
as they made the last major cavalry charge
carried out by the British Army.

It was part of the battle for the villages of
Qatra and El Maghar in November 1917
during the Egyptian Expeditionary Force's
march on Jerusalem under the command of
General Sir Edmund Allenby. And it sent
1000 Turkish troops scurrying from their

positions.
“They should have stayed in their
trenches,” said Mr Perkins, as he identified

himself in the foreground.

The picture, painted in 1921 from the
descriptions of survivors, originally hung in
the United Services Club as the cavalry
contribution to a representative collection of
First World War studies. Now it has a place
“of honour in the dining room at the Army
Staff College, Camberley.

A spritely 85, Mr Perkins had asked to see
the painting again and to have a photograph
of it for his 10-year-old grandsen, Harry.

Pointing to the 21-year-old pith helmeted
Royal Buckinghamshire Hussars lieutenant,
sabre in hand and astride a black mare, he
said: “That’s me. The mare was blown
when we got to the top of the ridge.”

Until someone else pointed it out, he did
not bother to mention that before the charge
began he had been sent forward to recon-
noitre the Wadi Shellal el Ghor. “Oh yes,”
he said, ““I took a corporal with me.”

But the official history records how he
“cantered up and down under a hail of
machine-gun fire which in the words of an

-eye-witness, ‘followed him as the spotlight

follows a dancer on stage’, seeming to bear a
charmed life, and returned in safety to
report that there was good cover for the
machine-gun sgquadron to support the
attack™,

The safety in question was the shelter of
the Wadi Jamus which, Mr Perkins recalled,
provided cover for the assembly. It was
some two miles from their objective, the El
Maghar Ridge.

At 3pm they scrambled up the steep bank

of the wadi and began their advance at the
trot, immediately drawing Turkish artillery
fire. After a little over a mile they came
under heavy machine-gun fire and the pace
was quickened to a gallop.

As the charge reached the summit most of
the Turks fled, although some stayed to
open fire from the flanks. The issue was
decided by the supporting squadrons.

British casualties were about 50 per cent
and there were 265 casualties among the
horses.

But Mr Perkins recalled that the confu-
sion among the retreating Turks was such
that a lone corporal captured 200 of them.

The charge had played its part and
together with other actions helped to shatter
the Turkish XXII Corps. Over 1000 prison-
ers were taken in all and over four hundred
enemy dead were found.

In 1918 Mr Perkins and his surviving
colleagues returned to Europe to become the
101st Machine-Gun Battalion and spent the
rest of the war on the Western Front.

Then it was back to Cambridge to take a

degree in geology. B

Story: Gordon Williams
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Rome '44:

Raleigh Trevelyan

This story covers a much wider
canvas than the title suggests. It
includes the struggle for, and the
eventual destruction of, Cassino and

the Allied landings at Anzio,
accomplished so easily but which
took so many months to exploit. The
author, left behind sick in North
Africa, eventually caught up with the
fighting and was for three months a
20-year-old platoon commander in
the slit-trenches and dug-outs of the
Anzio beachhead, where he was
wounded. He was to reach Rome in
October 1944 and stayed there for
two years with a military mission. He
therefore has some first-hand
knowledge of the conditions and
fighting and has augmented this by
intensive research, including the

gathering of ‘on-the-spot’ accounts
from many of the participants,
Allied, Italian and German.

TETT

The result is a graphic and drama-
tic record of the Italian conflict from
the landings at Anzio on 22 Janu-
ary 1944 to the entry into Rome on
June 4. The difficulties of the terrain,
the tenacity of the German
defenders, the guiding hand of
Churchill and the controlling orders
of Hitler, the frustrations of the gen-
erals and the difficulties of Alexander
in command of the Allied forces of
British, American, Canadian, New
Zealand, Gurkha, Indian, Polish and
French Colonial troops, all make
excellent reading. And to savour it
are the observations of individual
Tommies and German soldiers and
many of the civilians of Rome.

The Underground was very active
and so were the counter-measures
which exacted, for instance, 335
executions for 33 German police
killed by a dustcart bomb as they
marched through a Rome street.
Hitler’s direct control throughout
World War Two is exemplified here
when he ordered that 20 officers of all
ranks should report to him at

Berchtesgaden to explain personally
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their failure to dislodge the Anzio
beachhead. He grilled them for two
days.

The efforts, sufferings, ambitions,
agonies, cruel torturings and ceurage
of individuals show through in this
book to emphasise that while many
historians and wargamers may look
on war as a game of moves and
countermoves, each one of the
thousands of pawns has a mind and a
heart and a body to be tested and
broken.

Secker and Warburg, 54 Poland Street,
Londen W1V 3DF — £8.95. GRH

New Zealanders at War:
Michael King

It may come as something of a
surprise to those of us accustomed to
thinking of New Zealand as a com-
paratively recent ex-Colony to learn

New Zealanders

_ AT WAR

that it has a long and dramatic his-
tory; much of it, sadly, spent at war.
Inter-tribal conflict was common
amongst the original inhabitants of
the islands — the Maoris — and this
intensified with the arrival of Euro-
pean settlers at the beginning of the
nineteenth century.

This book is not so much a com-
prehensive account of every action in
which New Zealanders have fought,
at home and abroad, as an impression
of what that fighting meant to the
people actually caught up in it
Michael King has taken a mass of
eyewitness descriptions, from the
earliest tales of white sailors right up
to the present day, and linked them
with an intelligent text and a copious
supply of photographs.

His story starts in pre-Colonial
times, and paints a vivid picture of
the Maoris’ lifestyle, the motives
which encouraged them to wage war,
and the way in which they did it.
There is a particularly fascinating
section on the British wars against
the Maoris, a long and now largely
forgotten series of campaigns which
brought the country under European
influence. Then we are on familiar
ground again, with the New Zealand
contribution to the war effort in
South Africa and World War One —
not only Gallipoli, but the Western
Front and Palestine as well. Then it’s
the Second World War, Korea,
Malaya, and so on up to Vietnam.
The experience includes not only the
actual fighting, but the efforts of
those at home, whether working to
support the war or campaigning for
peace.

Michael King’s book does not
glorify war; the suffering is there in
the photographs of shell-shocked

faces at Gallipoli, the huddled bodies
in Boer War trenches, the rows of
crosses on Western Front cemeteries,
and the tears of Maori women wait-
ing for sons who did not return. It is,
however, a moving tribute to the
sacrifice of thousands of New Zea-
landers over the years, as well as a
fascinating cross-section of recent
history.

Well written, superbly illustrated
and thoroughly recommended! ;
Heinemann Publishers, The Windmill
Press, Kingsworth, Tadworth, Surrey
KT20 6TG — £18.00 WK

Adventures in the Rifle
Brigade; Random Shots
from a Rifleman:

Capt Sir John Kincaid

It is hardly possible to read any mod-
ern work on the British Army of the
Napoleonic era, or any account of
Wellington’s Peninsular campaign,
without finding a few quotations
from Kincaid. He is one of the
historians’ favourite sources, full of
good passages describing life in the
field, personages high and low, and
action a-plenty, recorded by a
perceptive young officer. Here, in
facsimile reproduction of the 1909
edition, is a chance to read the origi-
nal, and an informative and often
entertaining exercise it is.

So it is a surprise to find that as
well as being full of good quotable
stuff — descriptions, anecdotes,
comments — Kincaid can also at
times be a bore. His humour, often
witty, can be leaden; some of his
descriptive passages and comments
merely wordy space-fillers. THis is
mostly so in the second book (merci-
fully, perhaps, abridged) which re-
hashes the campaigns described in
the first as a vehicle for anecdotes and
reflections of uneven quality.

Yet there is so much to enjoy and
think about in his work that he must
be forgiven his lapses.

Kincaid, a merchant and ‘army
barmy’, found his way via the militia
to a regular commission in the 95th
Rifles, which he joined in 1809. He
picked up the ague in Walcheren,
and it was to trouble him for years,
but in the Peninsula he bore a
charmed life — his worst fate was to
be knocked unconscious for a while
by a musket ball. He stood behind a
fir tree while French musket balls
rapped into it or whistled past on
either side of his body, and recom-
mended the experience as a method
of teaching recruits to stand to atten-
tion.

At Waterloo, his horse* was
wounded three times before someone
told him it had been hit, and it was
shot twice more before succumbing.
Waterloo, he avers, was “the last, the
greatest and the most uncomfortable
heap of glory I ever had a hand in”.
Richard Drew, 20 Park Circus,
Glasgow G3 6BE — £9.50. RLE

Light-Horse Harry Lee:
Charles Royster

This is the story of one man, Henry
Lee, and the effect of the American
Revolutionary War on his character
and career, but it also reflects the
feelings of a nation. For 40 years
between 1776 and 1815 he was
closely connécted with many major

events as soldier, politician, inventor
and historian.

The author endeavours to describe
his career and discusses his ambi-
tions, beliefs, his gains and losses.
The successes and the heartbreaks
were similar to those of many Ameri-
cans at that time, but Henry Lee
played his part to the full. He was
father to that other Lee, Robert E.,
who led the South in the Civil War.
Alfred A Knopf, 201 East 50th Street,
New York 10022, $15.00.

The Little Field-Marshal —
Sir John French:
Richard Holmes

Sir John French’s career was, to say
the least, colourful. As a young
cavalry commander he played a pro-
minent part in the battle of
Elandslaagte, one of the few real
cavalry charges in the Boer War. He
was a great champion of heavy
cavalry tactics and many of his con-
Iem]praries considered him the most
distinguished cavalry commander
since Cromwell, yet today he is
chiefly associated with the enormous
casualties suffered by the British
Expeditionary Force at the battle of
Loos at the beginning of the First
World War.

His personality, too, was con-
troversial. Churchill considered him
unrivalled as a leader, and Lloyd
George commended his breadth of
outlook. Yet Sir Douglas Haig, one

of French’s earliest friends and his
successor as commander of the BEF,
spoke contemptuously of his
“unreasoning brain”, and one fellow
cavalry general dismissed him as “A
silly little fool”.

Richard Holmes goes some way
towards explaining these contradic-
tions. In a sympathetic but not
uncritical manner, he takes us
through the ups and downs of
French’s life, and explores his rela-
tionghips with the political and mili-
tary-figures of his day, revealing with
insight the strong character which
brought such mixed reactions from
those who met him. He attempts to
come to, grips, too, with the question
of Frerch’s culpability in the Loos
debacle and shows the popular image
of him — a man wining and dining in
safety behind the lines whilst his men
suffered appalling hardships at the
front — to be a grotesque distortion.
In Mr Holmes’ view, French was a
competent old-style general who
could neither understand the
eXtraordinary conditions of the
Western Front, nor admit his inabil-
ity to cope with them. In that, surely,
he was not alone. .

| Jonathan Cape, 30 Bedford Square,

London — £12.50. K




COMPETITION 285

KNIGHTS IN ARMOUR

PA| AD HI |CO |MP rlA
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THE PAIRS of letters in the left-hand
square assemble into eight pieces of armour
from several nations and dating from World
War I onwards. Without recourse to REME
it should be possible to put them together!

Start in the top left-hand corner and move
like a knight on a chess board (i.e. two
squares sideways and one up or down; or
two squares up/down and one sideways).
Watch out for false trails and dead ends. If
you follow the correct route you will have a
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sequence of names which will fit the right-
hand grid, without breaking the pattern of
moves.

When you have listed the eight names we
would like you to find three more. Camou-
flaged in your answer grid are three tanks —
one British, one American and one German.
One letter from each line (not necessarily
adjacent) moving consecutively downwards
(but not necessarily starting in the top row)

home and overseas and the closing date is
Friday 12 March. The answers and winners’
names will appear in our issue of 5 April.
More than one entry can be submitted but
each must be accompanied by a ‘Competi-
tion 285’ label. Winners will be drawn by
lots from correct entries. Entries using
OHMS envelopes or pre-paid labels will be
disqualified. Send your answers by postcard
or letter with the ‘Competition 285’ label

e —-n*

“To think I've been taking my
troubles to the Chaplain.”

can be welded together to supply the from this page and your name and address
answers. to: Prize Competition, SOLDIER, Ord-
The competition is open to all readers at nance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Your Key to a Tax Free Ford
20% Discount Offer!*

INVICTA EXPORT is part of the Ramsgate Division of Invicta Motors

Ltd., the largest Ford Main Dealers in East Kent, established for

58 years. Nobody is better qualified to give you help and guidance

in choosing your new Ford — specialising makes the difference,

% Situated conveniently on the South-East coast, 5 minutes from
Pegwell Bay Hoverport and 40 minutes from Dover.,

% No hidden charges % Part-exchanges welcome

(*Applies to cars exported to West Germany only,

20% off the car’s basic retail price for a limited period.) e

Return the coupon for free Information Pack to Invicta Motors Ltd.,

Boundary Road, Ramsgate, Kent. Tel- Thanet 57931, Telex 96331,

NRABIE ..o i i N s s o 4 . Tick iterns of main interest
DFIESTA OCORTINA

EUORE DESCORT OGRANADA

...OCAPRI
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Got something to say, a point to

. make or a story to tell? This is your
page to exchange your news, views,
comments and opinions. We're
offering £5 for the best letter we
publish every fortnight. All we ask
is that you keep it brief and include
your full name and address. Write

_ to: Mail Drop, SOLDIER, Ord-
nance Road, Aldershot, Hants
GUI11 2DU.

- BATTLE ERROR

Your article on Waterloo (11 Jan)
~will, no doubt, give French
apologists for Napoleon, further
excuses for their hero’s failure.
Up to now the most prevalent
excuse has been that ‘Boney’ had a
- bad attack of “piles’ and that he was
not able to keep his mind on the job
in hand! But what have you done?
- They now know that the main reason
was that the battle was fought on the
wrong day! -
* Furthermore, those perfidious
. Prussians while seemingly attacking
- from the East were in fact attacking
from the West. The poor English
troops who received the first can-
nonades from the Prussians by mis-

~ take, must have marvelled at the

range of their guns!

- I prefer the excuse given by Victor

- Hugo when explaining the French

debacle: ‘Those terrible English
Infantry!” — P A Newmarch, Bar-
goed Mill, Drefach Velindre,
Handysal, Dyfed, SA44 SUU.

- Now you know why the author, Smith
Minor, failed all his history exams! A

- number of readers wrote pointing out
 that the Batile of Waterloo was 18 not

15 Fune — but Mr Newmarch wins our

 £5 prize for rubbing salt into our

wounds so gently. — Ed.

I write to say how delighted Mrs
-Sheppard, ‘Shep’ and his family were
with the special ‘Profile’ article on
- him (14 Dec). It has given them and 1
much pleasure so please accept, and
~ convey to your colleagues, our war-
- mest thanks for such an excellent
article. It will be something his

. family, especially grandchildren, will
. lfreasure in years to come.

 With the New Year’s Honours List
just announced it seems to me such a
~ pity that someone who-is almost cer-

. tainly the - oldest surviving ex-

serviceman at 104 could not be
_ given somé recognition for his many
~ years of service under four monarchs,
five if one counts his continued ser-

vice as Wilts HQ Devizes Police

~tailor until 1959. He is a man who

es his country, his

MAIL DROP

Sovereign and the Army units in
which he served so loyally and long.
How proud and happy he would be
to wear the medals of five Sovereigns
although I hasten to add I am expre-
ssing my thoughts and feelings on the
matter. He has said nothing.

How one would go about bringing
the record of service of this grand old
soldier to the appropriate authority I
do not know and he cannot live for
ever. Perhaps your excellent article
will be seen by someone in authority
with imagination and the will to hon-
our, before it is too late, this grand
old soldier. — Percy S Pearson, 182
Middleton Road, Gorleston-on-
Sea, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk,
NR31 7PX.

FIVO CLUB

From time to time in your columns
mention has been made of the Guards
Armoured Division. This formation
was created and disbanded during
the span of the last war, having per-
formed with no mean distinction.
Originally, I served with the Guards
Support Group before being transfer-
red to HQ 5th Guards Armoured
Brigade. The vehicle markings con-
sisted of the Divisional ‘Eye’ and the
number 50 (white on red).

Whilst on occupation duties and
stationed in Schloss Carstanjeyn in
Bad Godesberg, it was decided that
to further the comradeship which
had always been a feature of the HQ,
some sort of club should be
created. This would enable members
to meet annually when once de-
mobbed. The original meeting was
rather poorly attended but the idea
became a reality and eventually The
Fivo Club was born. Following the
first four reunions, venues became
difficult to secure and for three or
four years nothing could be arranged.

In 1954 I was asked to take over as

- Secretary/Treasurer and, with some

wonderful support from officer-
members, we have actually met every
year since. In fact, since 1977, reun-
ions have been held twice a year in
London and Grantham. This year is
rather special. In May we shall
meeting in the Blackpool Guards
Club for our 39th reunion to be fol-
lowed by the 40th in London at the
beginning of October.

It will be realised that we have no
source for new members but as we
lose members when they are ‘called
Home’ it is a unique fact that they are
replaced by others who have been
‘lost’ to us for such a long time,

It could be that there are readers of
SOLDIER who may have been con-
nected with the old HQ and would
welcome meeting old friends. They
are invited to contact George Hulse,
149 Mossway, Alkrington, Middle-
ton, Manchester, M24 1WT.

I have just received the 2-15 Nov
edition of SOLDIER. I congratulate
you on its contents and the very
splendid cover picture of Pie
Kathryn Harpham of the QARANC
{which I’'m sure will become a pin-up
in many a barrack room!).

My only criticism is that I think
your letters to the Editor are pretty

anaemic, and lack any significance.
Clearly in your subservience to
MOD, you hesitate to print anything
that is in the least controversial, such
as conditions of service, pay, promo-
tion, etc.

Another improvement I would like
to see is in your book section. Very
often we read of mouth-watering
military-style books, at prices rang-
ing from £6 to £10, but never when
they are published as paperbacks at a
price we can more afford. — Major
L H Morrison, Venizelos 99, Nea
Smyrna, Athens, Greece.

Sorry you don’t like our letters, Major
Morrison, but we emphatically deny
your suggestion that we are Suppressing
controversial views. Readers are wel-
come to make any points they wish on
any subjects of their choice and we try
and publish as many as we can.

Good point about the books. We will
publish paperback prices as we receive
them. Often though books are only pub-
lished in paperback if they have sold
well in hardback. By this time pub-
lishers are no longer interested in the
reviews. — Ed.

MODEL SOLDIERS

May I use your columns to welcome
service personnel who are stationed
in this area and who are keen military
modellers, to come along to the
meetings of the local branch of The
British Model Soldier Society. We
meet on the third Thursday of each
month, 8-10pm, in Aldershot Lib-
rary Exhibition Room. — Brian E
Ballard, 68 Belle Vue Road, Alder-
shot, GU12 4RZ.

COMMENDATION

I refer to your news item (16 Nov)
about the extreme cool courage of
Captain Alastair Goulden of 1st Bn
The Queen’s Regiment when picking
up a live grenade dropped by a sol-
dier on a grenade range.

As an ex-instructor in the Small
Arms School Corps, I was most dis-
turbed that such a foolish act was
carried out by a regular officer, that it
should receive a GOC’s commendat-
ion and that it should then receive
such publicity in your magazine.

Although I have been out of the
Army for five years, I feel sure that
training manuals do not permit such
foolish and dangerous practice. It
was certainly the rule that, if a gre-
nade was dropped, it would be left
where it fell and the safety supervisor
would make the speediest action to
clear the bay of all personnel, himself
last. Would it be pertinent to ask
what an officer was doing in the
throwing bay in the first place? Nor-
mally, such duties are allocated to
qualified NCOs. The officer’s place
is usually in the control tower.

Rather than a commendation,
there should have been an inquiry
resulting in the officer receiving a
reprimand for dangerous practice. I
shudder to think what is likely to
happen on any future occasion if
another instructor uses this example
and is killed in the attempt. The time
fuse in a grenade is too fine to allow
for any so-called ‘heroics’, so please

encourage live cowards rather than

dead heroes. — Yeoman Warder

Brian Harrison, The Middle
Tower, HM Tower of London,
EC3N 4AB.

We understand that according to the
SASC training manual, in procedural
terms the officer was not specifically
wrong in doing what he did, but that
other courses of action are usually
recommended. However, these were not
‘textbook’ conditions and the incident
happened in a field firing area, not on a
grenade range as previously reported in
SOLDIER. Under these circumstances
Captain Goulden adopted whar he
thought to be the safest and most
expedient course of action. — Ed.

SQUADDY SONG

May I add my little bit to the article
and reader’s letter on ‘squaddy’ (14
Dec)? A long time ago when I was a
young soldier we used to sing a song
on the march (route) called ‘T’ve got
six pence’, part of which went like
this:

“Happy is the day when the
squaddy gets his pay and he’s rolling
rolling rolling rolling home.” (Pre-
war). — Mr A Burrows, 83 Clifford
Court, Chorlton Road, Old Traf-
ford, Lancs, M15 4AT.

I would be interested to know if other
readers suffer from lack of response
when sending for military band
records as mentioned in SOLDIER.
1 have just ‘stopped’ my sixth cheque
after waiting an average of seven
weeks for delivery.

I fully understand that those con-
cerned may be tied up with exercises,
leave and other military duties, but
six ‘misses’ does seem a bad average.
I have now reached the stage of
hesitation before sending for further
records.

Any other readers in the same
boat? — G W Seatter, 9 Lorne
Road, Wealdstone, Harrow,
Middx, HA3 7NH.

SOLDIER reviews records as a service
to,readers but has no control over sales
or marketing. Even so we feel this letter
highlights a most unbusinesslike
approach and we hope any regiments
selling records will take note. — Ed.

RU JOKING?

On a training exercise in India we
had made a difficult river crossing
and finally toiled in the heat of the
sun to reach the summit of our objec-
tive. The lieutenant flashed a mes-
sage by heliograph to our CO in the
valley below — “Hill 160 taken”.

The CO’sreply got as faras “UR .
..”” before a cloud obscured the sun,
temporarily rendering the CO’s
heliograph useless and holding up
further transmission.

As we waited, we attempted to
guess the rest of the message. It
would surely be “U R 2 B congratu-
lated”, or at worst “U R behind
schedule”.

How wrong we were! When the
sun shone again the CO’s message
continued — “U R on the wrong
bloody hill!” — Dudley Clarke, 20
Lindsay Road, Worcester Park,
Surrey, KT4 S8LE.




Can You Help?

I am an ex-soldier and would like to
contact anyone who was in the 4th
Queen’s Regiment stationed at War-
minster '68-'69 especially Cpl John
Beadles. 1 was Pte M Bird, B Coy
(nickname Dicky). Also, does anyone
remember me from Howe Bks, Can-
terbury, Kent? — Mick Bird, 25
Aberporth Drive, Birchwood, Lin-
coln.

I wonder if any SOLDIER readers
can help. My local ACF unit is not
receiving its quota of exercises, so I
wondered if any unit would be
interested in taking on a keen bunch
of lads in the Oxford area. If so,
please contact: Cadet Cpl S Wilcox,
3 Eastfields, Blewbury, Oxon,
0X11 9NR.

I am rebuilding a 1943 Humber
Light Reconnaissance Car Mk III
and I would be grateful if any reader
can help me locate the Installation/
fitting Instruction Manual (not the
operating manual) for the No 19
Wireless set into this vehicle please? I
have searched for three vears all the
military museums and other sources
where one might expect to find this
manual, but to no avail. It is, I
believe, a wartime ZA Series manual
not an EMER. Any help on a possible
source would be much appreciated.
— E H Thomas, 20 Dollis Hill
Lane, Gladstone Park, London
NWw2.

Can any reader tell me exactly what
happened to 49th Battery, 48 Light
AA Regt, Royal Artillery starting
from UK late 1941 and ending Feéb-
ruary 1942 in Java. I say ending
because I do not think any
regiments/troops were evacuated
from Java. — Mr D Galvin, 30
Clivedon Road, Highams Park,
London, E4 9RN.

The 14 OAC, 2 BAD Old Comrades
Association, Groenendale, Belgium,
was formed in Dec 1945. We had
three reunions 46, 47, 48 but after
that because of falling numbers it was
disbanded. As I have been ill with
time on my hands, I decided it was
time the association was reformed.
Over the last 30 years I have kept in
touch with four of the lads and after
many weeks work have now found 10
more. OQur numbers now stand at 17.
I'm hoping there are a lot more. We
would be pleased to hear from any of
our officers, Capt Griffith, Lt Steele,
Major Cherry. If anyone reading this
can help, I will be pleased to hear
from them, their wives or families. —
W Adams, 59 Mannamead Road,
Plymouth, Devon.

I was wondering if through your col-
umn I might be able to trace some old
friends of my WRAF days in Aden.
Their names are Byron and Dot Har-
ding and the last address I had was E
Bty, 1 RHA, BFPO 41 about 10
vears ago. Dot was in the WRAF like
me and met Byron while in Aden. It
would be so nice to hear from them
again, if anybody knows of where
they are. — Mrs P M Kemp (nee
Railton), 69 Reldene Drive, Wil-
lerby Road, Hull, HUS SHS.

Can anyone assist me by confirming
the existence of a music book or
recording of “Bugle-calls (including
Light Infantry/Rifles calls) and
Trumpet-calls of the British Army?”
I am interested in purchasing the
above and would be grateful for any
information assisting me to that end.
— Peter R Moore, 63 The Cres-
cent, Midland 6056, Western
Australia.

Collectors’ Corner

J Beasley, 6 Finney Drive, Chorlton
cum Hardy, Manchester, M21 1DS.
Offers The Tanks, The History of the
RTR, MGC Heavy Branch, Tank
Corps and RTC 1914-1945 by Capt B
H Liddell Hart. 2 Vol. 1st Ed. Mint
with dust jackets. Best offer nearest
£60. Offers with SAE will be ans-
wered.

Harry B Brand, 30 Salmons Road,
Edmonton, N9 7]JT. Offers ‘The
Great War’ volumes S, 6, 7, 8, covering
the period 1916 onwards. Published as
magazines while the war was in pro-
gress and bound into volumes. Full of
contemporary articles and hundreds of
photographs and illustrations. No
charge — first letter from someone who
can arrange collection.

Bjorn Martensson, Skravlingsvagen
27, 852 54 Sundsvall, Sweden. Seeks
regimental magazines: The King's
Regiment, The Roval Irish Rangers,
The Royal Regiment of Wales and The
Light Infaniry. Also wants any copy of
SOLDIER 1945-1947, 1948 Fan,
Feb, Mar, 1949 Dec, 1952 Mar, Fuly.

Sgt Skawski, 43 Tpt & Mov Sqn
RCT, RASC Lines, Shorncliffe,
Folkestone, Kent, CT20 3EZ. Wishes
to exchange complete unbound Weapons
and Warfare for metal/staybright cap
badges. Cloth badges and div patches.
Also wants early Leicestershire!
Derbyshire/Nottinghamshire badges,
willing to swop from extensive general
collection or purchase.

Dennis L Kennedy, PO Box 51,
Logan, Ut 84321, USA. Wishes 1o
trade or corvespond with other collectors
of elite wnsignia, como kit, counter-
terrorism memorabilia, posters and
books.

e BLAZER BADGES

Wire or silk, any design

CLUB TIES

WOVEN OR PRINTED

/ WALL PLAQUES

Prices from £7.50
Discount structure for 6 or more plaques
Packing and postage to U.K. address 30p extra
Send S.A.E. for illustrated brochure

GREENBURGH (Gosport) LTD.

47 HIGH STREET, GOSPORT, HANTS. Tel. 81804

Dale E Johnson, VS8-24 Air Crew,
USS Nimitz, FPO New York 09501,
USA. Wants anti-submarine squadron
patches, patrol squadron patches and
VQ squadron patches.

Mr K W Jarmin, 1 Ash St, Boxford,
Colchester, Essex CO6 SHJ. Offers
‘Military “Sweethear” Brooches’, a
32-page collectors’ guide book which
includes 12 colour plates showing over
200 brooches in colour with prices.
Price £2.20 including postage.

M P Dewing, The Gurkha Museum,
Queen Elizabeth Bks, Church
Crookham, Aldershot, Hants, GU13
OR]. Offers for sale regimental badges
of the brigade of Gurkhas. SAE for
details.

A St H Aubrey, Thornwick, Main
Road, Cutthorpe, Chesterfield, S42
7TAG. Wishes to obtain Parts IV and
VII, ‘Celebrities of the Army’, edited
by Commander C N Robinson RN,
published by George Newnes Lid, after
the South African War.

] B Stephenson, 29 Rectory Row,
Sedgefield, Stockton-on-Tees, Cleve-
land, TS21 2AF. Offers for sale Brit-
ish military buttons from early 1800 to
present day. Please send large SAE for
lists.

A F Clarke, 341 Muirfield Road,
South Oxhey, Herts, WDI1 6]Z.
Wishes to buy a copy of ‘Lion with Blue
Wings’ by Ronald Seth and ‘Armhem
Lift’ by Louise Hagen.

C Williams, 34 Canberra Ave, For-
rest, ACT 2603, Australia. Seeks
military Dinky toys in mint or good
condition. Will pay good price or
exchange for Australian militaria.

K Mason, 57 Forest Range, Leven-
shulme, Manchester, M19 2ES.
Wishes to purchase books on the Para-
chute Regiment and Airborne Forces
(both British and foreign).

B Johnston, 24 Carlton Place,
Clitheroe, Lancs. Offers QVC and
WWI and WWII plastic military
badges for Army Lightweight trousers
size B8W leg 32", and Army DPM
Combat jacket size 42" chest, both must
be good condition.

Mike Johnson, 554th Military Police
Company, HQ US European Com-
mand, APO New York 09131, USA.
Seeks information on following units:
895th MP Co, 554th MP Co, 554th
MP Co (Escont and Guard), 728th
MP Bn, 519th MP Bn, 7th PSYOP
Gp and BV&A Pacific, 18th PSYOP
Co (Abn, Adv & Supt), 14th PSYOP
Bn, 44th Coast Artillery, 293rd MP
Co and 524th MP Co. Will copy info
and return within 10 days of receipt.
W Barrington, 2 Thrush House,
Marlow Drive, Salford 6, Lancs.
Requires the following Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment items: officers’
and other ranks’ helmet plates, Ist Vol
Bn; other ranks’ Glengarry, 1st Vol Bn;
other ranks’ cap badge, 2nd Vol Bn —
King’s Crown South Africa Scroll.
Many exchanges available eg officer’s
WBC 108 Madras Infantry. Will pur-
chase. High prices paid.

Reunions

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlan-
ders’ Malaya 1941 reunion will be
held this year at Stirling Castle on
Saturday and Sunday 27th and 28th
March. All ranks who served in the
2nd Barttalion in Malaya from 7th
December onwards are invited to

attend; wives will be welcome.
Accommodation can be booked
through the Regiment. Details from
RHQ Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers, The Castle, Stirling.

Tank Museum

Owing to severe reductions in Civil
Service overtime the Tank Museum

at Bovington Camp, Dorset has been

forced to close on Sundays. This

closure is very much regretted but

unavoidable. It is hoped that normal
opening will be resumed from Easter

onwards but this will depend on fut-

ure developments. The Museum will

still be open every weekday from 10

am to 12.30 pm and 2 pm to 4.45 pm.

Also every Saturday from 10 am to

12.30 pm and 2 pm to 4 pm.

Competition No 281, Vegetable
Soup, got nobody in a stew! Judging
from the number of entries we
received this puzzle was too easy —
again, 100 per cent correct entries.
The title of the famous book and film
we were looking for was of course 4
Bridge Too Far. Prizewinners were:-
Ist Brig JDG Pank, 14 Newbury St,

Whitchurch, nr Andover, Hants.

2nd Sgt. Davies, ACIO, 17 Castle St.
Swansea, West Glam. 3rd Mr H
Brunby, 27 Woodcross Ave, Cantley
Manor, Doncaster, S Yorks. 4th Mr
N F Fry, 43 Alder Walk, Derby,
DE3 8ED. 5th Capt C E R Hoe,
DSCS Bicester, Oxon. :

How Observant Are

'0"7 (see page 16)

1 Chimney pots of lefi house; 2 Rear
window of leading van; 3 Rear mud-
guard of leading van; 4 Front bumper
of second van; 5 Star second from right;
6 Spelling of WINES; 7 Rear bumper
of Allens Van; 8 Léft cow’s left ear; 9
Width of nearest road; 10 Right coew’s
tail.

In your next

issue of
SOLDIER...

*News from
Northern
Ireland

*Profile: Junior
Forces minister

*The squad from
Coronation
Street

PLUS all your
latest news,

sport and family §
pages |
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DO YOU HAVE

A FAMILY TO
EOUCATE ?

Do you know
that all ranks
may apply for
allowances
for boarding
education?

Children need a stable,
secure upbringing. The most
successful ones are likely to
be those who are not moved
from school to school.
Service families get moved
about; a change of school at
the wrong age is an
educational handicap. Why
risk it when ISIS offers the.
finest boarding schools in
the world and there are ser-
vice allowances for all ranks
to help with the fees?

Why is it a good idea to choose
one of our 1,300 schools?
Because: your child stays put
whenever you are
moved;
continuity is ensured;
there is a caring
atmosphere 24 hours
a day;
standards are high;
no changes of method
between one school
and another;
a child grows up with
the same teachers and
friends.

Boys and girls can come to aur
schools from 7 to 18.

Our schools, both day and
boarding, cover the widest
ranges of ability. They cater for
the needs of all kinds of
children, We can offer the
highest academic standards to
gifted children, or smaller
schools where children with
learning problems — or those
who have suffered through
frequent changes in school —
can be helped.

" Most of our boarding schools
are geared to the needs of
parents abroad or on the move.
They will help over travel,
school uniform, escorts and
emergencies like dentists in
term time; they will advise over
the next school, courses for
senior pupils, colleges,
universities and careers.
Education allowances go far to-
wards covering the costand a
number of schools offer bursarias
or scholarships to help with the
balance if needed.

ISIS helps parents to find
independent schools for their
children over the whale of the
U.K. and there is a regional
director in your area to help with
free advice.

For free handbook of

junior and senior

schoals send two 1st At
class stamps to ISIS, M
(Dept. S) 26 Caxton
Street, London SW1H
QRG, or phone 01-222

73563. Please state the

area in which you wish Panls

ta find a school. Ty

AE
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PEN PALS WANTED

My name is Tracy Reed. I am 17,
slim with blond hair and blue eyes. I
enjoy most types of music especially
rock. I also enjoy riding motorbikes.
I am rather shy and work in a bank.
— Miss Tracy Reed, 23 Hazelgrove
Road, Haywards Heath, W Sussex.

My name is Michele. I am 16} and
would like to write to a soldier, pref-
erably between the ages of 164-20. 1
enjoy most music and hope to join
the Forces when I am 18, I will
answer any letters, photos appreci-
ated. — Miss Michele Martn, 178¢
Petersfield Avenue, Harold Hill, Rom-
ford, Essex.

My name is Anna. I would like to
write to a soldier in the 25-40 age
range. My hobbies are walking, cook-
ing, seeing films, writing letters and
meeting people. — Miss: Anna Pap-
pas, 135 Archer Road, Millhouses,
Sheffield 8.

My name is Kathie. I am 19 years
old, 55" tall and have brown hair and
brown eyes. My interests are travel-
ling, walking, listening to music,
meeting people, dancing, writing and
talking. I also like animals and
sports, have a zany sense of humour
and am interested in photography. I
am a Christian and would like to
write to other Christians in the Army
in any part of the world — preferably
under 25. — Kathie Winstanley, 53
Cambridge Road, Droylsden,
Tameside.

I am 16 years old with brown hair
and blue eyes and I would like a
soldier pen pal. I like 50s and early
60s music and almost all chart music.
— Miss Karen Anderson, 51 Pendennis
House, Pepys Estate, Deptford, Lon-
don, SE8 5RZ.

My name is Kay and I am 17 years
old. I would like to write to someone
in the Army. My interests are garden-
ing, cooking and listening to music.
— Kay Ward, 33 Theydon Gardens,
Newtons Corner, Rainham, Essex,
RMI3 TUX.

1 am a 27 year old divorced parent of
two small children and am 5ft 6ins
tall, slim with brown hair and green
eyes. | am 3 quiet person and my
interests include reading, writing,
music, homelife etc. I would like
to write to someone in the Army,
possibly a single or divorced man
who is lonely. — Lorraine Tompson,
64 Chaucer Road, Newtown, Great
Yarmouth, Norfolk.

My name is Sylvia and I am 18 years
old. My hobbies are listening to pop
music, reading and going to discos
and I would like a soldier pen pal. —
Miss Sylvia Gibbons, 12a Southway,
Porton Down, Near Salisbury, Wilts,
SP4 0FL.

I am a 28 year old divorced ex-Army
wife with a six-year-old boy. I would
like to write to a soldier of about my
own age. — Glenys Collins, clo 18
Manor Road, King's Bromley, Near
Burton-on-Tremt, Staffs, DEI13 THZ.

My name is Donna and I am 18
years old. I am 5ft 7ins, and have
brown hair and blue eyes. I work in a
children’s nursery, and I like dancing
and helping people with special dif-
ficulties. I would like to write to a
soldier between the ages of 18 and 25.
— Donna Hunt, 38 Ashmead, Trow-
bridge, Wiltshire.

I am 20 years old and my interests
are CB radio, sport, reading, writing,
psychology, the supernatural and
meeting people. I would like to hear
from a soldier interested in corres-
ponding. — Claire Allaway, 268
Fencepiece Road, Hainault, Ilford,
Essex, IG6 2ST.

1 am 44 years old, separated, 5ft 2ins
tall with brunette hair and I would
like a pen pal in the Army. Photo
available if required. — Thelma
Heavens, 32 Edinburgh Drive, Didcot,
Oxon, OX11 7HT.

I am 30 years old, separated, 5ft 7ins
tall with dark brown hair. [ work as a
clerk in Slough and my interests are
cooking, reading, badminton and
looking after my two small children.
I would like to write to a genuine
person serving either in Germany or
Ireland who is 33+ . — H Cayley, 8
Dart Close, Langley, Berks.

My name is Gillian and I am 16
years old. I am a skinhead and would
like to write to someone in the Army.
— G Newbury, 86 Stepney Green,
Stepney, London El.

We are two girls who work in Lon-
don for a shipping company and we
would like penpals in the Army.
Stella is 21 years old, and her inter-
ests are cooking, pop music, dancing
and travel. She would like to write to
anyone between the ages of 21 and
30. Karen is 24 years old and her
interests are cats, travel and collect-
ing records. She would like to write
to anyone between the ages of 24 and
34. — Stella Richards, 37 Standfield
Road, Dagenham, Essex; Karen
Daniels, 34 Hedgemans Road,
Dagenham, Essex.

My name is Michelle and I am 16
years old. I have blond hair with
blue/grey eyes. I like most kinds of
music, especially Elvis Presley, and 1
love animals. I would like to write to
a soldier, preferably an Elvis fan. —
Michelle Perkins, 10 Newtons Close,

Rainham, Essex.

1 am 22 years old and my hobbies are
keep-fit, squash, dancing and travel-
ling abroad. Any Greek or Italian

soldiers interested? — § Plumb, 26
Boundary Drive, Hutton, Brentwood,
Essex.

Are there any lonely fellas out there
who want to write to a lonely lady? If
you enclose a photo, and are aged
between 19-26 and under 5ft 9ins,
then you can be sure of a reply. Write
soon! — Dawn Webster, 179 Silkstone
Road, Scowerdon’s Farm Estate, Hac-
kenthorpe, Sheffield, S12 4RQ.

My name is Jackie and I am 21 years
old, a divorcee with a little girl. I am
5ft lins tall with short brown hair
and hazel eyes and I come from an
Army background. I enjoy sports,
music, reading; travelling etc. We are
both easy to get on with and I would
like to write to someone the same. —
Fackie Kemp, 4 Bidwell Crescent,
Gotham, Nottingham, NG11 0HD.

I am 22 years old and would like to
write to someone in the Army, male
or female, between the ages of 18 and
26. Please send photos if possible. —
Dawvid Robinson, 5 Marshside, Bran-
caster, Norfolk.

My name is Karen and I am 19 years
old. I am 5ft 6ins tall, with brown
hair and green eyes. I am a civil
servant and I enjoy music and going
to discos. I would like to write to a
soldier aged between 20 and 25. —
Karen Mills, 13 Sylvan Ave, Whalley
Range, Manchester, M16 8AN.

We are three nurses, living away
from home, who are looking for“pen-
friends to write to. Terri is 21 years
old, 5ft lins with blonde hair and
blue eyes. Her hobbies are dressmak-
ing, sports, and cooking. Her room =
number is Room 27. Wendy is 19
years old, 5ft Sins, with brown hair -
and blue eyes. She likes playing
badminton, various kinds of music
and anything else that is interesting.
Her room number is Room 49. Kim
is also 19 years old, 5ft 2ins, with fair
hair and blue eyes. She likes listening
to music, swimming and anything
else she can do sitting down. Her
room number is Room 50. Nurses
Home, Cefn Coed Hospital, Cockett,
Swansea, Glam, S Wales.



“Fit and active” — Eddie
Speakman

THE HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY and
Brigade of Guards may lend an unrivalled
splash of pomp and pageantry to London’s
cosmopolitan streets. But as anyone familiar
with the capital — or any other major city —
will appreciate, the Army has no monopoly
on men in immaculate uniforms with gleam-
ing buttons and medals. Visitors to our more
prestigious hotels, offices and department
stores are used to being greeted with a
seasoned salute and a cheery smile by mem-
bers of a much smaller militia — the Corps
of Commissionaires — three quarters of
whom are former soldiers.

Founded in 1859 with just seven wounded

Crimean War and Indian Mutiny veterans
and one sailor, each of whom had lost a
limb, the Corps today can boast a nominal
roll of 3100 ex-Servicemen proud to wear its
distinctive black cross-belt with badge.

A cutting from The Times in November
1881 records: “In consequence of the armed
robbery of diamonds in Hatton Gardens,
officials of the Postmaster-General have
engaged the services of a large number of
commissionaires 1o act as guards at various
sub-post offices at present in charge of
young women.”’

And since its establishment more than a
century ago the London-based Corps, with
its head office lying off bustling Fleet Street
and boasting nine UK city branch offices,
has filled nearly 50,000 such security vacan-
cies on behalf of grateful employers.

4 Colin Pearce: “You get lots of respect”.

George Weaver runs the ‘race gang'.

On average, 500 commissionaires a year
have been found jobs over the past five or six
years to fill posts either in uniform or in
‘civvies’ as  hall porters, receptionists,
clerks, chauffeurs, security men,
warehousemen and bank messengers. 7

Colonel Geoffrey Pring, 65, formerly with
the Royal Artillery and the Indian Army is
the Corps Commandant while the OC Lon-
don Division is Colonel Alastair Thorburn,
once with the King’s Own Scottish Border-
ers, who retired from the Army in 1975 as
Commandant of the Cadet Training Centre
at Frimley Park.

Colonel Pring, who left the Army in 1971,
told SOLDIER: “The Corps was founded
by Captain Edward Walter, retired from the

connnued on page 36

The Corps’ founder members — 1859.




§th Hussars, in 1859 at a time when the
position and prospects of time-expired sol-
diers and sailors was quite grim. The Gov-
ernment of the day did nothing for them.
The public fought shy of them and, too
often, they found themselves stranded with
a small pension and that most demoralising
want of all — employment.

“He was determined to break the pre-
judice against old soldiers by a demonstra-
tion of the qualities of loyalty and discipline

Stan Pearce on Fleet Street duty.

the men had acquired in the Service. What
the men really needed was a regiment to go
back to. Captain Walter's attitude to his
men, if paternal, was stern and essentially
businesslike.”

The early years logged in the Corps
chronicles were not easy ones and some

soldiers had to be discharged through -

“intemperance and indolence”. But by 1864
the organisation had 33 men and sixteen
years later could boast a thousand.

Today, the call-over of companies em-
ploying members of the Corps, reads like a
blue-chip guide to British industry with
names like Burmah Oil, Triplex, Courage,
House of Fraser, BP, Vernons, British

“'Steel, The Daily Mail, Littlewoods, Dun-
lop, British Gas, Dewar’s Whisky, The
Daily Telegraph, Burberry’s, Spillers, Tate
& Lyle, IBM and Rolls-Royce.

Such firms are not charged a fee because
the Corps is largely non-profit making but

.they are invoiced for the cost of two
uniforms yearly with which each commis-
sionaire is kitted out. One of the two
uniforms is replaced each year.

Employers - negotiate the salary they will
pay to permanent commissionaires in
consultation with the Corps. The going rate
in London just now is in the region of £4500
to £5000 a year and many firms also pay the
£6 annual membership fee subscription.

Security work, by its very nature, can
always engender an element of danger. In
Ulster throughout the strife on its streets
and in its towns more than 100 commis-
sionaires have been on continuous duty
helping to give extra protection at govern-
ment offices, commercial premises and on
industrial estates.

Back on the UK mainland, more than 300
commissionaires were engaged on special
duties by major departmental and chain
stores over the Christmas period.

Colonel Pring endorsed the community
value of the Corps of Commissionaires thus:
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“Shop managers know that the presence of a
uniformed sergeant, with battle ribbons on
his chest, can often do more than any other
single factor to deter shoplifters. But our
men have another, equally important role to
play. Shoppers, particularly the elderly,
take comfort from seeing a man in uniform.
They regard him as someone they can go to
for advice and help such as directions or
even for train times.” <

Standards have always been high and
exacting. Each commissionaire, before
acceptance into the Corps, has to pass an
interview at one of the recruiting centres in
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Belfast, Newcastle,
Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, Birming-
ham, Bristol or London.

Each aspirant has to have a clean charac-
ter record either from his former CO or his
last employer. Nearly half of all those who
apply are rejected and the Corps’ insistence
on taking on only the best ex-servicemen has
paid dividends. Complaints against its
commissionaires are rare.

The very term ‘commissionaire’ is a
French word for ‘“‘someone who can be
trusted with a message, money or post of
responsibility.”

And there could be no better proof of
public confidence in the Corps’ ability to
live up to its name than the nomination of
one of its members, Colour Sergeant
Edward White, for the high honour of
Freeman of the City of London following 25
years’ service with a stockbroker firm.

Supporting the nomination, Mr Nicholas
Goodison, chairman of the Stock Exchange,
wrote: “Colour Sergeant White is one of the
most loyal servants any company could
have. Efficient. Courteous. Reliable. His
Army service taught him the importance of
self-discipline and he combines this with a
sense of humour. He is the kind of man who
makes the uniform of the Corps something
of which he and all his colleagues can be
proud.”

Another unique character is Leonard
Saxon who returned to the UK from over-
seas for commissionaire duties. Based at one
of Tesco’s larger supermarkets he had, just
weeks before, been wearing the robes and
regalia as Mayor of Bulawayo, the second
city of the former Rhodesia.

In Glasgow, an ex-Royal Marine-cum-
commissionaire has a street named after him
in the German village of Breinig — Danny
Isdale Strasse — as a token thanks for his
spare-timework inorganisingexchange visits
between Scottish youth soccer teams to
towns and villages in West Germany.

Not all Corps members are employed on
permanent duties. Many work on a tempor-
ary basis. Most are over 65.

Hundreds of sporting events in the yearly
calendar would not quite be the same with-
out the uniformed presence of a commis-
sionaire.

The Cup Final at Wembley, for instance,
involves 200 of them in crowd control, while
at Wimbledon, more than 80 commis-
sionaires have been on duty during the lawn
tennis championships for the past quarter-
century.

Even former heavyweight champion
Muhammad Ali has been “minded” by
members of the Corps as protection against
mobbing. ‘The Greatest’ eulogised after-

wards: “I may be able to defend myself in -

the ring but, outside it, you fellas did a
much better job.”

Contrary to popular belief, the Corps is
not an exclusively male bastion — as Colonel
Pring is quick to point out.

“There is no reason why ex-servicewomen
should not apply. The Corps would very
much like to increase the number of lady
members and given more such applicants
would, perhaps, be better able to persuade
employers that they, too, can offer a very
real service to modern industry. In fact, our
last lady member worked in Belfast but,
sadly, she died in November.”

Despite the recession, Colonel Pring
reckons that the Corps can always find a job
for good men — or women — particularly
long service ex-soldiers.

“Qur men are usually of high morale and
have maximum enthusiasm for their work.
In turn, we try to find the employer a man
who has a first class record for integrity and
loyalty. The Corps has no age limits, young
or old, for those to whom it offers member-
ship. In practice, young men have not
always found such employment entirely
satisfactory simply because the type of work
we offer tends to lack promotion prospects.”

SOLDIER spoke to four commissionaires
— two of them of recent Army vintage and
two who joined the Corps more than 20
years ago.

Colour Sergeant Eddie Speakman, 74,
who joined the Corps in 1953, formerly
served with The Suffolk Regiment, the
Parachute Regiment and the Military Pro-
vost Staff Corps. Now a part-timer, he said:
“The Corps means a lot to me. It keeps me
fit and active and I've done every kind of job
from exhibitions to Royal occasions at St

-

<

Geoff Broom: “We don’t mess about”.

James’s Palace. If it was not for the Corps
I’d probably be under the ground. It was
either that or sitting indoors, watching tele-
vision. With the Corps it always gives you
something to do with your mind and it
retains your sense of cleanliness taught in
the Army.” 5
Eddie was one of a team of commis-
sionaires who cleared a London exhibition
two years ago in just 12 minutes in a bomb
blast incident. He says he lost the hearing in
one of his ears as a result.
Nowadays he does a variety of jobs and
helps in crowd control at football matches.
“It does not matter if you do a job at a
football match where there are skinheads
because they respect us when they see the
uniform and they may take more notice of us
than they do of the police. We use our own
discretion in such matters,” said Eddie.
Nodding his agreement was another




Corps veteran, Staff Sergeant Major George
Weaver, who joined the Corps in 1961 after
service with The King’s Royal Rifles Corps
and the Royal Engineers.

Also aged 74, George is in charge of the
‘“‘race gang’’ — commissionaires who carry
out duties at the nation’s horse-racing
courses. He savs they need to be “able 1o
converse with the intellectuals, on the one
hand, and East End scrubbers on the
other.”

Sergeant Major ‘Geoff Broom, 44, is a
receptionist with the Zambian Industrial
Mining Corporation — Zimco — in the
City.

He left the Army last year as principal
cornet player and Assistant Band
Sergeant-Major of the Regimental Band of
the Irish Guards. It was work which took
him to South America, Europe, North
America, Hong Kong and Japan but he has
no regrets about leaving the Army and still
manages to play in his spare time with the
Honourable Artillery Company at a barracks
just 100 yards away as well as being band-
master of the Essex County Police band.

““Being a commissionaire is not just stand-
ing at the door or sitting at a desk,” he
explained. “There’s a lot more to it than
meets the eye. We are reliable and respons-
ible. We can do anything that is asked
straight away. We don’t mess about. I have
found that civvies are not so quick. The

Princess Anne stops to chat with Reg Carter
at a London first night — one of more than
10,000 royal occasions covered by the
Corps since 1859. p

ex-Army chap will do it much quicker.

“People who come in here — and I know
150 of the staff here — want to be greeted
with a pleasant smile. They don’t want a
bloke that’s a bit miserable. They want a
happy face all the time.”

Commissionaire Colin Pearce, 38 — for-
merly Trooper Pearce of the 5th Royal
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards from 1966 to
1978 — is another man proud of his new role
in life in charge of reception and security
duties at a North London video film record-
ing studio patronised by the likes of David
Bowie, David Essex and Kim Wilde.

Colin had tried his hand at mini cab
driving before hearing of the Corps of
Commissionaires while on a run to the
Danish Embassy.

“I’ve been here for seven months now and
never looked back. It was nothing like I
thought it would be,” said the well-travelled
ex-trooper. “It’s an enjoyable job and it’s
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fantastic. You get lots of respect from
people, too.

“People tend to think of the Corps stand-
ing at Wembley or telling people where to
go. Everybody thinks they are mostly
retired people. This is not so. I'm lucky I'm
in the TA and can make sergeant with the
Corps within a year. Army discipline comes
in particularly well here. It’s definitely not
an old man’s job.”

Colonel Pring summed up: “We have two
tasks. To serve the public and to serve those
who have served their country. Thanks to
the co-operation of businessmen and others,
there has seldom been a shortage of either
jobs or men throughout the 123 years of our
existence.

Story: Graham Smith
Pictures: Paul Haley
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SCHOOL POOL

BURYS COURT PREPARATORY SCHOOL
LEIGH, Nr. REIGATE, SURREY.

Tel: 030 678 372

Boarding School for 7-14 year old boys.

Good academic foundation given to prepare boys
for their Senior Schools.

Very good facilities for science, recreation and
Sport.

Assistance with Travel arrangements.

Fees £610 per term.

Apply: Headmaster.

MOFFATS SCHOOL
BEWDLEY WORCESTERSHIRE
An ISIS/IAPS preparatory school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats is a family school with close ties with HM Forces
small classes give individual care
a settled, secure life, no matter how often parents move
scholarships for service children under 9}
varied activities cover spare time and weekends
escorts provided at mainiine stations
All games and riding on 200-acre Home Farm
Prospectus from The Headmasters Tel: Kinlet (029924) 230

Morcott Hall Boarding School for Girls

N

Girls are considered for entry from 7 years. Separate
Preparatory School ages 7+ to 11+ years.
Senior Department 11+ to 16+ years. The Senior School
is an Approved Centre for the ‘O’ Level GCE Examinations.
Fees allied to Services' Education Allowances.
Girls escorted to London St. Pancras Station and Luton
Airport.
Apply: Principal, Morcott Hall School, Morcott, Oakham,
Rutland, Leicestershire LE15 9DN

Make your last years
at school INTERESTING,
EXCITING AND
PRODUCTIVE

O -

Continue your education in this beautifully located residential

school on the shores of the Menai Straits. One or two year courses,
leading to leaving age at 16 years, to GCE and CSE levels in Maths,
English, English Lierature, Physics, Technical Drawing, Geo-
graphy and History, plus Engineering Famiharisation and
thearetical and practical seamanship, including boat handling
under power, oars and sails Although at present there 1S no actual
academic entry requirement approximately 90% of boys do
achieve somie success in the above examinations. All boys are
encouraged to join the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme

Many boys proceed to the Services or Merchant Navy although the
development of character and self-reliance 1s equally suited 10
cvihan life One year at the school qualifies for remission of six
months sea service for M N certificates. Application should be
made as soon as possible for boys of good health and character for

> entry at age 14 or 15 years

Whrite for brochure and apphcation form 1o

Captain Headmaster

' Plas Lianfair Llanfairpwl, GWYNEDD LL61 6NT

Founded 1864 Pation HRH The Dule: of Edmburgh
Iy recegn of i gra i the Welsh Office

TAVERHAM HALL
near Norwich, Norfolk. (Norwich 868206)

I.LA.P.S. boarding preparatory school for boys and girls 7-13
— Set in beautiful parkland.
— Excellent facilities for a wide range of activities.
— 115 children, eight small classes.
— Fine academic and musical tradition.
Music Scholarship.
— 12% reduction in boarding fees for children of H.M.
Forces.
Contact the Headmaster, R.S.G. Barton, M.A., for prospec-
tus or visit.

#

THE GORDON BOYS’ SCHOOL

The National Memorial to General Gordon Founded 1885
WEST END, WOKING, SURREY (Telephone: Chobham 8084-5)

The Gordon Boys' School is a voluntary aided boarding school, conveniently
situated 25 miles from London and within 2 miles of exit 3 from the M3
Motorway. It offers an excellent boarding education and academic courses
up to GCE 'O’ level and CSE standard in a wide range of subjects, and
examinations are taken at about the age of 16.

The current fee of £635 per term is moderate by present day values, and
fathers who are serving in the Armed Forces may draw the Boarding School
Allowance which covers approximately 90% of the fee.

The School has a very high proportion of sons of Servicemen and it is
particularly sympathetic to their educational needs. It can be especially
valuable when fathers are posted overseas.

Age of entry is 12-14 years. There is an entrance examination, which is held
in March and November for admission to the School each September and
January, most candidates enter the School in September.

Full details and a prospectus may be obtained by writing to, or telephpning
the Head Master.

S

MIDHURST GRAMMAR SCHOOL (Founded 1772)

A COMPREHENSIVE SECONDARY SCHOOL (1200 PUPILS) CONTROLLED
BY WEST SUSSEX LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY

120 BOARDING PLACES FOR GIRLS AND BOYS
Further details from:
MIDHURST GRAMMAR SCHOOL, NORTH ST, MIDHURST,
WEST SUSSEX, GU29 9DT

Tel: Headmistress Mid (STD 0730 81-) 2451
Housemaster Mid (STD 0730 81-) 2941
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SCHOOL POOL

KELLY COLLEGE ,
Tavistock, Devon '// \\

Looking for a
CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING SCHOOL?
(8-18)

BROMSGROVE SCHOOL

A £14 million development programme has enhanced the school's
facilities without sacrificing traditions built up over 500 years.
@ Up-todate facilities for @ Fully equipped Sports Hall, Music
sixth form,including School and Drama Department

single study bedrooms. @ Main entry age 8 or 11 and at 6th

@ Substantial reductions for form level. Scholarships awarded at
two or more children. age || and 13. Sixth form bursaries.

All ranks may apply for allowances for boarding education

Write for Prospectus to: Dept. SO Bromsgrove School,
Worcs. B61 7DU or "phone Bromsgrove (0527) 32774

\\for Upper School (13-18), 71471 for Lower School (8-13')/’

HMC Public School (boarding) for 270 boys 11-18 and 50 sixth form girls.
Scholarships and Service Bursaries of up to £2,500 pa.

Leaving Exhibitions to Oxford and Cambridge. Excellent academic results,
strong games, CCF, sailing, canoeing etc.

Telephone 0822-3005 or write to Headmaster for Prospectus.

SLINDON COLLEGE
Slindon, Nr. Arundel, West Sussex BN18 ORH.

QUEEN ELIZABETH’'S HOSPITAL
BRISTOL

Bristol's famous boys' school offers both boarding and
day education.

* Entryat 11,13 and 16
* Modest all-inclusive fees

Pleasantly situated independent boarding school for 140 boys aged
11-18 years. Small teaching groups and individual attention. Centre
for London GCE ‘O’ and ‘A’ level. Remedial teaching. A realistic
alternative to the larger public or state comprehensive school. A wide
range of out of school activities. A unique feature is the School’s
National Hunt racing stable in which boys may be involved. Escort
service to and from Airports/Stations. ISJC Accredited.

! T : Shi 365 for Prospectus.
* Academic and Music scholarships available Slephions: SHnd NN S o PEN &

* Afull range of "0’ and ""A’" level courses

* Qutstanding academic, sporting and musical facilities

Full details and prospectus from The Headmaster, Queen X
Elizabeth’s Hospital, Bristol BS8 1JX

LIVERPOOL |
& COLLEGE

Founded 1840

MOYLES COURT SCHOOL

Ringwood, Hampshire.

An independent boarding and day preparatory school for
boys and girls aged 3-13 years.

Traditional academic education in small classes with
individual tuition. Homely atmosphere in beautiful 17th Cen-
tury house set in 14 acres of grounds on the edge of the New
Forest.

Tuition bursaries available.

Applications: to the Headmistress:
Telephone: Ringwood 2856 or 3197.

#&t. John's College

Headmaster R. V. Haygarth M.A.
(Oxon)

An Independent H.M.C. Boarding & Day School

700 Boys Age 6-18. Girls are admitted
into the Sixth Form. Full curriculum lead-
ing to ‘O" and ‘A’ Level and University
Entrance. Two thirds of pupils go on to
degree courses. Wide range of games
and extra curricular activities. Bursaries
available for sons and daughters of
Clergy and members of H.M.-Forces.

Assisted Places are available under the ,
Government Assisted Places Scheme.

Entrance Examination For admission in
September 1982 Entrance Examinations
will be held in March 1982. I

For free prospectus or any further details
write to The Headmaster's Secretary,
Liverpool College, North Mossley Hill
Road, Liverpool L18 8BE.

independem boarding and day school for boys 7-16 Preparation for G.C.E. ‘O’ by
qualified staff in small classes. .The College is set among 75 acres of beautiful Sussex
countryside 1 mile from Horsham, with extensive playing fields and sports facilities.
Special provision is made for the sons of parents stationed abroad snd an efficient
courier service is prowded 1o and from air terminals

Prospectus from: The Secretary, St. John's College. Coolhurst, Horsham, S

Telephone: Horsham 2424,
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UY DIRECT!

LYNK SPORT ARE MANUFACTURERS
OF HIGH QUALITY SWEATSHIRTS,
SWEATERS AND T-SHIRTS.

“Low price, top quality.
“Every garment guaranteed.
\ *Colour fastness, shrink
, resistant.
“Fast delivery on twelve
stock colours.
Specials to order.

\ Embroidery or printing
\ of any design —
\* | | school badge, club crests

) e

—— \ orinitials. Brochure and
R - RO prices by return.
WA Z_/%phone or send this coupon

r?o‘ Lynk Sport, 21 Stoney St., Lace Market. Nottingham, NG1 1LP
Send brochure & price list on Sweatshirts, Sweaters & ‘T' Shirts

Name
A

ddress

-

% (060254872

"ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS

Engraved Badge/Crest. Minimum order 6.
Discount on 10 or over.

Goblets from £4.95. Tankards from £6.25 plus VAT
All prices post-paid. Please send badge with order

R&BINCONLTD
SOUTHBOURNE ROAD
SHEFFIELD S10 2QN
Telephone 0742 685911

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks at £7.82 each.
Also attractive WALL PLAQUES and CAR BADGES at £8.22 each. REGIMENTAL
TIES (Striped designs) at £3.10 each {RA FLASH £3.90). These prices include VAT
and Postage. Send SAE for Services Price list.

D. J. PARKINSON, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valley Drive,
prighton BN1 SFF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 27180 during mornings only.

GENUINE OIL PAINTINGS

From a photograph we can reproduce genuine oil paintings
on canvas. Excellent for your loved ones. Child and wedding
photos a speciality. Brochure on request.

Aldershot (0252) 310686.

ONTHE
MOVE?

Have you considered setting up
home in beautiful East Anglia?

Easthome offer a wide selection of
brand new bungalows and houses
situated in Norfolk and Northants from
as little as £22,495 for a two
bedroomed detached bungalow with
garage.

Management and letting services are
available if required and short tenancies
can also be arranged.

What's more, we'll match any
genuine purchase incentive offered to
you by any other builder. Just tell us
the deal offered and we'll match it—
on one of our quality
Easthomes.

Send now for
further details.
o R W
Post to:

Easthome
Properties Limited,
3 Colegate, Norwich,
Norfolk, England NR3 1BN.
Tel: (0603) 60931. Telex: 975114

Name
Address

Embroidered V Neck jerseys.
Minimum order 8, from
the specialist suppliers.
Send for our free brochure.

Logo Sports

7 Kintore Drive, Great Sankey,
Warrington WAS 3NW,
Penketh 3605,

rHEAVY SHEEPSKIN

STAREV-CRIGHTON LID.

939943 LINCOLN ROAD, WALTON. PETERBOROUGH. Tel: 71836/ 735643

THE EUROPEAN CONNECTION

Starey (

righton & Fawways have over 25

Pa 2 L)
Cyprus an 1w
we can suj

Cyprus o E

We have av fetlowir

U.K. (Duly pad Colt, Saab
Germany Saab. Ford, Vauxhall, Colt
(Duty free with L delivery

Cyprus (Duty Iree) Colt
We have a delivery collection service fran
awports or docks in the UK  Writen

FRIRW

na
European Connection

AY IMOTOR ENTERPRISES

LARNACA Tel: 52169 LIMASSOL Tel- 71017/8 NICOSIA Tel: 42037 '8 CYPRUS

professional Service use he

FLYING JACKETS
o -

sheepskin with the
sheep leather on the 4
outside Pockets and i
seams bound in
leather Large
sheepskin collar with
1p sieeves and
sheepskin lined
pockets Available
either in brown with
brown inside sheep
pile or in black with
grey mside sheep pile
State size

£79.5095.'=cz

SWEDISH POLICE
LEATHERM/CYCLE
COAT GENUINE SURPLUS -%\

Double breasted Ya length. Super
quality, in black
heavy, real leather with warm 4
lining. 2 large pockets with flaps /4
and heavy fur collar State size AN
Reconditioned £25 &g
Top Grade 1 £33.75
NEW £47.50
PAPE2
Sheepskin Flying Helmet to
match. (Can be worn as a
hat with lugs strapped up)

£5.95

Swedish Government Surpluj
MOTORCYCLE
JACKETS g

in black heavy '
?uallty leather hide
Fully ined. 2 2ip
ockets Side straps
epaulettes. Not
new but intop Al
condition

£3750 t200

with fur or leather collar

Cash Money Postal Order or Cheques with arder
Satistacton or money refunded Access and
Barclaycard acceptable Please authorise and quote number

LEITH ARMY STORES

Dept EM. 10 Brunswick Place Leith Walk,
Edinburgh EH7 6HW

mmm:oﬂ-mam




SOLDIER MART

CLOTHING

Offer Officers and
SNCOs the lowest
possible price for

MESS DRESS
£98-25 (+ VAT UK)

(3pce self measure advance
payment)

Tel (UK) 04494 606
or from Germany
0044 4494 606

CREDIT TERMS
PERSONAL VISITS

UNIFORMS,
ACCESSORIES

AND CIVILIAN SUITS
AVAILABLE

'TAILORED IN OUR
'OWN PREMISES

CASHS NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt.

3 doz (same name) £4.65

6 doz (same name) £5.10

12 doz (same name) £6.90

Please enclose cheque/PO payable
to Boddingtons.

Write name in block letters stating
red/blue/black lettering.
Boddingtons, 15 Medlars Mead,
Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop’s Stort-
ford, Herts.

A“H&
Prices from £5. Len.
Send for details to:-
B\ SPORT & [ESURE FRODUCTS

CHEAPSIDE - BRADFORD RD - BATLEY
WEST YORKSHIRE - TEL BATLEY 477752

*We manufacture

*We embroider

*Finest Botany
Wool

' *Top quality
Acrylic

V-NECK SWEATERS

CAMOUFLAGE
WATERPROOFED
HOLDALLS

Triple-Skinned, NATO British Army Pattern
Camouflage outer, bonded reinforced PVC
lining. Zip closure, side pocket, Nylon Web
handles. Size 20" x 9" x 9" approx.
Only £12.96 inc P&P and Insurance.

Emergency First Aid Kits
Vacuum sealed package. Waterproof, rug-
ged, compact (4” x 3” x 1}" approx). Con-
tains Dressings, Antiseptic Cream, painkil
lers etc.

Only £3.50 each (inc P&P).

Cheques/PO’s payable to NEL (Mail Order).
Send to Dept. Sol 2, NEL (Mail Order), 102
Sale Lane, Tyldesley, Manchester.

SOLDIERS KILLED
ON THE FIRST DAY
OF THE SOMME

Lists in order of precedence, by
regiment, the names and details of
over 18,000 men of the 220 battalions
and supporting corps who fell_on the
1st July, 1916. 212 pages, card covers.
Invaluable to the serious medal collec-
tor and student of WW1. Signed
copies obtainable direct from the
compiler: Ernest W. Bell (Medal Col-
lector), 1 Ribble Ave, Bolton, Lancs at

£5.95 POST FREE.

For YOUR OWN DESIGN Pnnted
by Experts onto:- Stickers, Labels

T-Shirts & Sweatshirts, Baseball Caps, -.,ﬁ
Button Badges, Posters Showcards - @ :
& Vehicle Markings.

Contact ARROW Screen Print Co. Toda
for Your FREE Brochure and Price List.

A. E. CLARKE (Ex.R.E.M.E.) & SON (Ex.R.E.) GUNSMITHS

(Armourers to the Army Target Rifle Club)

Reading Road, Yateley, Camberley, Surrey. Tel: Yateley 874776

H.P. Access, Barclaycard, Part Exchange

TARGET SHOOTING SPECIALISTS Suppliers to Service Teams in U.K. and Overseas. Special Discount to Service
Units on all Types of Shooting Equipment

Over 140 Shotguns in Stock, plus Anschutz, Walther, B.S.A., F.W.B., Original and many other types of Target Rifles,
Pistols and Air Weapons. Re-barrelling 7.62mm Rifles.

SPECIAL OFFERS 1982

Tenex Type Coats — Fawn or Green
22 x 60 (Straight) Spotting Scopes
22 x 60 (Angled) Spotting Scopes
Greencat Tripod Stand

Leather Slings

L39 Target Rearsights

All Prices include 15% V.A.T. which is Deductable for Export

Orders.
ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS GIVEN

£39.50
£44.00
£53.00
£14.00
£ 9.00
£40.00
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HALF A HOME

—g—

OF YOUR OWN

Shared equity is a new phrase becoming familiar to house purchasers. It
literally means that you share the growth in the value of your property with
the institution that lends you the money to finance the initial purchase.

When you finance house purchase through a bank or building society you
normally borrow on the promise that you will repay the capital of the loan plus
the interest over a fixed term. If the value of your house increases while you are
paying off the debt the increased value or so-called ‘paper profit’ reverts to you
~the borrower — and not the bank or building society.

With shared equity you agree with the lender to share (‘split’ may be a better

word?) the increased value on your pro
repaid the mortgage loan.

perty when it is sold or when you have

What is the advantage of shared equity? It enables you to live in a more
substantial property with a smaller cash down payment than would be

otherwise necessary.

Put very simply, if you needed £5000 cash deposit to purchase a £20,000
house you could put up half the cash ie £2500. The lender would then share
half the appreciation of your property. This system is very welcome for couples

who have trouble -finding a large ca

sh down payment, However, before

entering into any type of shared equity purchase make sure you are given
professional advice from your mortgage broker, banker, or estate agent.

‘Kerry Stephenson 01-439 3611/2.
These articles are prepared in con-
junction with Kerry Stephenson of
the National Homes Network. This
is a private agency with a great deal
of experience in dealing with the
special problems of the Service
ome-hunter. Kerry will be
delighted to give you any help he
can with your problem in the private
sector and can be contacted at
National Homes Network, 303
Radnor House, 93 Regent St, Lon-
don, WIR 7TE. Tel: 01-439 3611/2.

Houses for sale

£500 CASH REWARD. To the
buyer after signing of a contract for
the private sale of this almost new
BUT BETTER THAN NEW
HOUSE IN WARMINSTER,
WILTS. Internally altered providing
substantial improvements. Hall with
double glazed residential door,
cloaks, dining room, with archways
to large lounge and excellent kitchen.
Double glazed sliding patio doors to
private manageable garden. Luxury
bathroom, sep shower cubicle. 3/4
beds (very large main), study or 4th
bed. Carpets included. £33,000.

Major I A Garrow REME, HQ AAC
UKLF, Erskine Bks, Wilton, Salis-
bury. Tel: Warminster 216966.

Bishop’s Lydgard, Taunton. Semi-
detached house, approx three years
old on modern estate. Three bed-
rooms, lounge/dining room, kitchen,
bathroom/WC, entrance porch, gar-
age, small garden. Full gas fired cen-
tral heating, NHBC guarantee. Close
to village shops, Taunton 5 miles,
convenient for Norton Manor camp.

Contact Illing, Taunton 87966
(extn 240) or Bishop’s Lydgard
432985 evenings and weekends.
£24,500 inclusive some carpets and
cupboards.

Detached four bedrooms, 2 recep-
tions, large kitchen, cloakrooms,
garage, GCH, large garden. £39,995.
Mrs Capp, 45 Oaklea, Ash Vale. Tel:
313440.

Spacious second floor leasehold flat,
Hove, Sussex. Two bedrooms, very
central, buses, shops. Ten minutes
walking Hove station or sea front.
990 year lease. Redecorated inside
and exterior. Some furniture. No
central heating. £19,000.

Mr Brian Todd, HQ Naafi (ES),
BFPO 40. Schwalmtal 02163, 45462
evenings.

Deal, Kent. Two-bedroom end ter-
race cottage with storage heaters.
Tiny garden. No garage. £18,000.
Mrs Scott, 1 Church St, Mere Wilt-
shire. 0747 860297.

Wool, Dorset. Modern semi-
detached house, overlooking fields
and woods. Full gas central heating,
4 years old, NHBC guarantee. |
shaped lounge/diner 226" x 15" nar-
rowing to 10°. Modern bathroom

suite, Bedroom 1: 12° x 10’, bedroom
2: 10° x 10°, bedroom 3: 8 x &,
kitchen 8" x §', garage 18" x 86", Rear
lawn/garden 60" x 28, front lawn 25
x 28. £33,000 ono. Mr P Singh, 14
HIi)llside Road, Wool, Dorset, BH20
6DY.

House Letting

Problems with letting your property
or with tenants? Houselet will pro-
vide a complete service for letting
and/or inspections and reports in
Devon, Dorset, Somerset and Corn-
wall.

Houselet (South West), 4 Fairlands
Avenue, Christow, Exeter, EX6
7ND.

North Cornish Coast. Detached,
spacious 3-bedroomed bungalow
with full central heating, garage and
large, manageable garden, enjoying
unrestricted views over beautiful val-
ley to sea, Friendly, active village
with all amenities and also con-
venient to larger towns of Bude and
Launceston. £2,000 of furniture of
own choosing offered for quick sale
at or around valuation price of
£30,000.

Full details from S/Sgt Reynolds,
MOD Main Building (Room 7301),
Whitehall, London SWI. Tel:
01-218 6863.

Three-bedroomed semi-detached
house. Large garden, gas central
heating, fitted kitchen. Price
includes carpets. Reduced to £28,500
for quick sale.

A Hayton, 10 Manton Road, Ham-

Wanted

Full size snooker table, please phone
051-678 6886 (Merseyside) after
Spm.

‘UK stamps wanted to exchange for
FDR (W German) stamps.

Dieter Kalter, Burgerweg 1, 4156
Willich 1, W Germany.

Chrysler Alpine S, European head-
lights. Willing to buy or swop.

Cpl A R Taylor, 11 Worcester Road,
Whittington Bks, Lichfield, Staffs.
Whittington (0543) 433176.

Soft-skin military vehicles manuals
(particularly for Alvis Stalwart and
Leyland FV1100 series 10-ton 6x6),
parts catalogues, photographs, etc.
Will swop or pay reasonable price.

B H Vanderveen, Lavastraat 13,

worthy, Poole, Dorset 02013 86183.
42 \

8084 CL ’t Harde, Netherlands.

For sale

Collector breaking collection of Brit-
ish badges/medals, many bargains,
large SAE please, postal only, lots of
cavalry and yeomanry.

Williams, 3 Holmwood Close, Tuf-
fley, Gloucester 21038 (eve).

Stamps. 100 worldwide £1. With or
without UK. Please specify. Cash
with order please. Postal only.
Genuine no rubbish.

S ] Welch, 60 New Road,
Ridgewood, Uckfield, East Sussex.

‘Dedicated to UNFICYP and those
individuals who serve peace in
Cyprus’. Hand crafted, copper com-
memorative medal, 6cms dia,
110gms, made by Cypriot craftsmen
in traditional Cyprus metal. Excel-
lent souvenir or gift, with UN
emblem and your year of service, for
each medal ordered. £6.75 each, incl
P & P, ins. Cheques and postal
money orders payable to:

Phandan Ltd, PO Box 5437, Nicosia,
Cyprus.

Hornby Gauge-0 clockwork tank
engine. LMS lettering and colour.
What offers?

Mr Napier, 4 Bletchingley Road,
Merstham, Redhill, Surrey. Merst-
ham 2753.

Min/full size medals, also mounting
service; Badges, parkas, camo, gear-
leathers, back colours, studs, jack-
boots, knives, jumbo list 50p
(refundable). :

Curiosity Shop, Southgate St, Mail
Order Centre, Gloucester, England.

Competitions can be fun and reward-
ing. Especially with prizes like cats,
holidays, cash and all types of house-
hold appliances. Find out what's on
and results of previous competitions
by subscribing to a monthly compe-
tions magazine.

Send stamp for sample issue, men-
tioning this ad, to Fandom Publica-
tions, PO Box 53, Wimbledon, Lon-
don, SW19 1PR.

Bowie Knives and Dirks, nt for
Smith & Wesson, Gerber Buck
Survival Knives. Custom engraved.

SAE for derails to Peter Henry &
Son, Post House, Nine Mile Ride,
Wokingham, Berkshire, RG11 iDY.

World War II German Army & Waf-
fen SS, photo and unit histories,
campaigns and battles. Send 3 x 10p
stamps for the book catalogue to:
History Books (R), Broadway, Lon-
don, N11 3DU.

Tanks, the Official History of the
Royal Tank Corps by B H Liddell
Hart. Reprint available in early 1982
of this long out-of-print history. We
can offer the set at £32.00. Send your
orders now to:

History Bookshop, Broadway, Lon-
don, N11 3DU.

Own your own military watch. Ex
WD watches Hamiltons issued
£12.00, two for £22.00. Unissued
£22.00, international issued £15.00.
t!g&cc:iney back guarantee if not satis-
| -

Mr L White, 173 Martindale Road,
Hﬁounslow, TW4 7EZ. Phone 01-572
1626.

Cars/Caravans

BMW 318 LHD, Oct 80, W Reg,
UK Tax paid. Many extras, less than
7,000 miles. Genuine reason for sale.
£4,500 ono. .

S/Sgt Grace N P, MOD, Main Build-
ing, Whitehall, London, 01-218
3074.

Beetle, Silver Jubilee model regd
One S, many extras, T & T, collec-
tors item, quick sale £2,450 ono.
Tel: 051-678 6886 (Merseyside) after
Spm.

1976 Monza 1200S. 5 berth caravan
¢/w awning, electric wiring fitted.
£899.

S/Sgt Murray, Aldershot Mil 3373 or
Aldershot 310083,

1952 Triumph Renown. Recent
respray, tyres, head lining, Veneer
dash, etc. In VGC. Needs work for
MOT. Spare car broken for parts.
Club details available. Sell £1,300,
swop/PX car, motorcycle, caravan,
trailer, anything considered.

Sgt Boots, Weatherill ACIO, Preston
0772 56700 office hours Mil Ext 350.
1979 Ford Motorhome. 29,000 miles.
Double glazing, heater, fridge, fly-
screens, radio, ziebarting split relay
price £6,000. Ideal winter and sum-
mer.

Major Pepper, 1 JLB, Sir John
Moore Bks, Folkestone, Kent,
CT20 3HE. Tel: Folkestone (0303)
39541 (Shorncliffe Mil), Ext 2241.

Services

Video. £2 weekly with no deposit for
unlimited film rentals. For free
catalogue write to:

BVS Video, Box 10, Pangbourne,
Berks, RG8 7LN.

Dusstamps tontinues to be the only
philatelic club for HM Forces
worldwide. For further details
Monthly Newsletter and auction list.
Captain Morris, Int & S{Igmuhl
Fitzjohns Ave, London, 3 S5LA.
Tel: 01 837 5034.

Holidays

Bournemouth. Leave/holidays small
family hotel. Good food, bar. Close
beach and shops. Write or phone for
special ‘holiday pack’.

Shoreline Hotel, 7 Pinecliffe Ave,
Bournemouth, BHé6 3PY. 0202
429654, Sgt Davis.

ASP Children’s summer holidays
1982. Beautiful surroundings close
London. Good accommodation and
food. Coaching in major sports. Care-
ful supervision.

Anglian Sports Promotions, Bilsby
Barton, Bilsby, Alford, Lancs. Tel:
05212 3496.

Superb holiday apartment in
Malta available at favourable rates
during 1982. All amenities. Send
SAE for details.

] Habgood, 82 Deverill Road, War-
minster, Wiltshire, BA12 9QT.
Spain, full equipped seaside villa at
Calpe on the Costa Blanca. Sleeps
five. Swimming pool.

Ferenczy, 4 Church View, Halton
Village, Aylesbury, Bucks,
HP22 SPA. 0296-623665.

Luxury 6-berth mobile home, mains
services on superb site near St
Aygulf. 2 bedrooms, bathroom,
kitchen, dining room, living room,
patio and awning, Excellent site
facilities. .
Mrs P Gregory, 35 New Lane, Hav-
ant, Hamts, PO9 2JJ. Tel:
0705-473717 or 01-218 3996.
Ski-ing holiday in the Allgau. Lux-
ury six-berth caravan with awning
situated on German/Austrian border.
P ] Bright, 5 Durham Walk, Rhein-
dahlen, BFPO 40.
Hong Kong — Cyprus — Gib —
Europe — Mediterranean. Low cost
guaranteed flights individuals/
groups. Let us quote you for your
next air journey. J
Movements Travel Lid, 24 West-
gat;, Grantham, Lincs. Tel: 0476
75850.




Rackets revival —
and back comes
Real Tennis

IN THE PLUSH environs of West London’s Queen’s Club
Service officers spent six days battling for supremacy in two
ancient and esoteric sports — one formerly the pursuit of
monks and monarchs, the other started by inmates of a

debtor’s prison.

The occasion was the
annual Army and Combined
Services Rackets Cham-
pionships which was com-
bined this year with cham-
pionships for Real Tennis —
the forerunner of Lawn
Tennis. It was the first time
that Army and Combined
Services events had been
held in Real Tennis and
many of the entrants had
never played it before.

Nevertheless the entry of 31
was beyond expectations and
later this year the Army Rackets
Association will probably extend
its title and role to encompass
Real Tennis.

Real Tennis does not get its
name from any suggestion that
Lawn Tennis is somehow spuri-
ous. It is believed to be a corrup-
tion of ‘Royal’ Tennis and the
courts at Queen’s Club bear that
title.

Man behind its introduction to
the championships is Royal
Army Educational Corps major,
Paul Watts, who is stationed just
down the road at MOD’s
Empress State Building. A keen
Real Tennis player he conceived
the idea to give an extra fillip to

. the Rackets week.

“One of the problems last year
was that some people were
knocked out of the rackets very
early and their interest was soon
over, Others might get a game on
Monday and then not play again
until Wednesday and then not
until Friday.”

Sending out a letter to all of
the players on the rackets mailing
list produced some 40 favourable
replies and 31 actually arrived. A
number had never played Real
Tenmnis at all and might only have

gleaned some knowledge of it
from a scene in the current hit
film The French Lieutenant’s
Woman.

The origins of tennis are very
obscure and 1t probably derived
from handball games going back
to the earliest days of recorded
history. Certainly it was played
by monks in early times and the
court 18 probably derived from
the monastery layout. Kings too,
played. One French monarch
died from a chill caught while
playing and Henry VIII is repu-
ted to have been the ‘Superbrat’
of his day — but with the power
to change rules he didn’t like.

“Don’t try to explain the rules
of the game — you will need
several pages,” said the Army
aficionados. Scoring is compli-
cated and you need a knowledge-
able official in charge.

The game is the only one
where players face each other
across a centre line without a
mirror image on the other side.
Serving is via a low roof on the
side of the court and players
return when the ball rebounds
off the concrete wall behind
them.

The ball loocks much like an
ordinary tennis ball but is actu-
ally half an ounce heavier and
bounces less. By the net is a gully
in which the balls gather until the
players push them into a waiting
basket,

Seeded to reach the final was
2nd Licutenant Mike Joynson of
the Scots Guards, who had
played Real Tennis at Oxford.
He had made an early exit from
the Rackets singles, thus proving
that different skills were required
for the two games.

“With the Real Tennis ball
although you hit it hard it doesn’t

Serving off the roof or penthouse at Real Tennis.

.

bounce so much and 1t 1s harder
to control the ball properly. But
it’s a super game,” he said.

But Paul Watts believes that
rackets players take better 10 the
game than anyone else even lawn
tennis players. The technique is
nearest to rackets which in his
view makes it all the more
natural to hold the two champ-
ionships in tandem.

“It’s super that so many peo-
ple who have not played before
have been willing to give it a go. |
was astonished at how good the
standard was and some of those
who had not played before have
provided really excellent rallies.”’

Favourite for the first Army
Real Tennis singles title was Cap-
tain Mark Nicholls of the 4th/7th
Royal Dragoon Guards. A Cam-
bridge Real Tennis Blue he had
also won the Army Rackets title
for three out of the last four years
and was hoping for a double.

Rackets secretary 1s Major
Barry Aitken, whose recent
efforts on behalf of the sport
were rewarded with what was
thought to be the highest entry
since the war.

Rackets 1s said to have
developed 1n the Fleet debtors’
prison in London. When the
gentlemen debtors finally
emerged — often to make their
fortunes — they took the game
with them and it was introduced
at many of the major public
schools.

The ball i1s small, hard and
covered with white tape’ to play
off the black court with its con-
crete floor. World class players

Spectators crowd to watch a fast game of rackets.

are reckoned to hit at speeds
approaching 200 miles an hour,

*“It is the fastest racket and ball
game in the world,” explains
Major Aitken. “The only thing
which touches it for speed is
pelota.” The racket is the same
shape as for squash but longer
and with a far stronger frame and
stringing.

Rackets went mnto a decline
after the last war but recent times
have seen a revival and the Army
too has shown a growing interest.
But both sports are basically
officer oriented — a state of
affairs which 1s unlikely to
change much.

“These games do have a tradi-
tion of elitism attached to them,”
admits Major Watts. “The only
reason they won’t become gener-
ally popular is that the facilities
are not available.”

Outside the public schools
there are few rackets courts and
there are only about 20 real ten-
nis courts in the whole country,
leaving few opportunities for
people to take the game up.

But Major Aitken stresses that
soldier players would be welcome
and cites the example of a com-
pany sergeant major in the
Guards who took rackets up with
SOme success in recent years.

*“If you are a squash player you
will enjoy it. It goes so fast you
cannot stop the adrenalin. But to
play well you would probably
need to go to a professional at one
of the schools where it is
played.” =

Report and results — page 45
43



SOLDIER SPORT

50 Missile Regt pull to
victory in the 640 kilo event.

THE KINGS of Army Tug of
War, 50 Missile Regiment,
Royal Artillery, once again
scythed through the opposition
at the Army’s Indoor Inter-Unit
championships at Aldershot.
Without conceding a single pull
they notched up victories in
both the 560 and 640 kilo events
for the third year in a row. They
are also outdoor champions.

The squad, coached by War-
rant Officer 2 (AQMS) Vince
Zammit, had been training hard
for the championships since
October. And they were confi-
dent from the beginning of
notching up a hat-trick of wins in
each weight section.

Said team manager, Warrant
Officer 2 Bob Dormedy: “Since
late October we have been train-
ing for an hour or so every morn-
ing and every afternoon in our
own time. This year we have four
or five new members but the
nucleus of the squad is the
same.”

Dormedy added: “The driving
force behind the team is our
coach. He teaches them the train-
ing and pulling techniques and
tells them what weight he wants
them at. If they do not conform
they get binned. This is how we
find the really dedicated chaps.”

Making a comeback after three
years out of the competition were
former Army and Combined
Services champions, Military
Corrective Training Centre, Col-
chester. Under the same coach
who took them to past triumphs,
the security men succeeded in
reaching the final of the heavier
weight contest only to go under
to the 50 Missile machine.

The MCTC coach, Sergeant
Les Charlton, was well pleased

44

Showing the strain — 7 Armd Wksp REME.

with the performance of his men
as they included only one
member of the old championship
team and had only been training
for a fortnight.

And Tug of War officer, Major
Peter Andrews, recalled a fort-
night’s hectic activity getting
together people who were work-
ing different shifts. “Some of
them have come off after 12
hours night duty straight on to
pulling a rope. But they have
done as they have been told —
not drunk the night before and
starved themselves to get to the
right weight.”

The fierce chanting (usually of
‘push left’) of the competing
teams added to those of the spec-
tators created a noisy and excit-
ing atmosphere in Aldershot’s
Maida Gymnasium.

Most people think of brawny
blacksmiths stripped to the waist
on the village green when they
think of tug of war. But the
Army’s top exponents know that
sheer strength is not the only
factor —stvle, balanceand rhythm
play a big part. During some of
the many pulls during the day a
team would be almost home and
dry only to lose its rhythm and
find themselves tumbling

Entries were up this year at 13
in the 560 kgs and 14 for the 640.
A late withdrawal by last year’s
outdoor UKLF champions, 40
Field Regiment RA, prevented
the field from being even
stronger.

Beaten finalists in the lighter
weight event were the School of
Electronic Engineering, Arbor-
held.

THE FIRST OF this vear’s
Inter-Service boxing matches,
against the Royal Navy, saw the
Army narrowly defeated by six
bouts to four. The event was held
for the first time in the luxurious
surroundings of Manchester’s
Piccadilly Hotel watched by 500
members of the Anglo-American
Sporting Club. '

Private Carl Crook, of 1 Para,
notched up the first Army win of
the evening with a majority
points decision over ROM
McGlyn. But his brother Pete at
welter weight did not fare so well
— the referee stopped his contest
in the second round to give vic-
tory to A/B Green.

The Army’s heavyweight
hope, Rifleman Horace Miles of
the Ist Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets, avenged last
year’s defeat by L/SA Greenacre.
Last year Miles was knocked out
but this time he cruised to a
unanimous points decision.

OTHER RESULTS: Bantam
-L/Cpl Shanley (Green Howards)
lost to A/B Evans (referee stop-
ped contest); Fly-Pre M Priestley
(2 LI) beat ROS Haldane
(points); Feather- Pte Iain Birnie
(1 Para) lost to A/SS Gill (points);
light-welter — Runger ‘Peppy’
Muir (2 Royal Irish) beat JWEM
Mandley (points); Light-middle
— Kingsman ‘Harry’ Harrison (1
Kings) lost to ROM Lescott
(points); Middle-Gdsm Sangster
(2 Scots Gds) lost to ASN
Croombes (points); Light-heavy
— Gdsm Bailey (1 Irish Gds) lost
to Seaman Shumacher (points).

Three days
of bowling

THE 15TH ARMY Tenpin
Bowling Championships are
to be held at the Charrington
Bowl, Tolworth, from Fri-
day 2nd to Sunday 4th April.
Last year the tournament
attracted a huge increase in
entries and to cope with thi
there will be three full days
of bowling this year.

The tournament is open to -
all serving members of the
Regular Army.

For rules, information and
entry forms contact the
tournament secretary, S/Sgt
D Bowman RAPC, F9 (AD),
Room 726 Lansdowne
House, Berkeley Square,
London WI1X 6AA. Tele-
phone Landsdowne House
Military ext 7323 or STD
01-409 7323.




SOLDIER SPORT
SOCCER

Robinson
regains title

WO II ROBBIE ROBINSON
emerged victorious in the Army
Open Squash Championships
when he snatched back the title
from Captain Neil Stewart in a

ROUND-UP

Controversy

Army 1 Wiltshire 1

A CONTROVERSIAL refereeing
decision 15 minutes from time,

With the scons 3t ond JEeh cost the Army a Foml in their
all after some powerful play,

p . opening game of this year's

Stewart took the v.:talthlrdfrom Somhn%\!est Counties Champ-
3-6 down to gain the upper

4 ) ionship. In a quick break two
hand. But Robinson quickly |§Amy Forwesds waek ibas oFE

spectacular final match. struck back, powering his way | Wiltshire defence. Lance-
through the fourth game to win Corporal ‘Ginger’ Butler REME
9-2 and take the match into the rapped the upright with his shot
deciding fifth game. nd Cfn Phil White also REME

headed home the rebound. The
referee appeared to give the
goal but changed his mind on
spotting the linesman’s raised
flag — a frustrating decision for
the soldiers.

Even so, it was a game the
Army never deserved to win.
Wiltshire put them on the rack
for long periods in the second
half and only sound defensive
work by veteran, S/Sgt John
Woodward REME and new-
comer Corporal Mark Bowen
RAPC, in the centre of the Army
back four, denied the visitors
more than the single goal they

There was deadlock as the
points stuck at 3-1, broken at
last by a neat drop shot from
Robinson who went on to score
a wirining 9-3.

Stewart had blocked a Robin-
son hat-trick when he won the
Championships last year and
was looking to repeat his double
success of 1976/7, but the
Number Two seed proved to
have the edge in a very close
contest,

There were other RAOC suc-
cesses in the Veterans with a

win by Lieutenant-Colonel John | did score.
: Woodliffe and in the Under 25s S by
Squash victor for Corporal G C Adam. The opening half an e scored a

‘cracker’ when Butler sent him
clear on the n?ht flank. He slip-

d the marking defender and
lighted the ball over the keeper
from the edge of the area.

Robbie

BobL o’ Plate was won by WO I ]

O’Brien and the Super Plate by
Corporal R Perkins while Cap-
tain D Le Cheminant won the
Over 35s.

- III"BI‘ $ passport

GOLFERS' Are you interested in playing on the best
courses, saving money on green fees and enjoying a unique
range of golfing benefits? If so, complete the coupon below
and join Britain's largest golf club for only £9.50.

Called Greencard, it's a scheme which enables its mem-
bers to play on private courses without letters of introduc-
tion, handicap certificates or the need to belong to another

Nicholls

CAPTAIN MAR NICHOI,LS
41th/7th Ra G
compléted {
London’s Quee
up mmfurlable

ets smg!v:b cham
I| was {he

page 4_1 : hul N1 holl
Cambndge Blue in?

firm favournefi

posed of his eppanent, 2n
Lieutenant Mike Jovnson | Sce
Guards) in three straight sers
ing only 38 minutes.

Nichollsraced intoa fourmlle&d"‘ ;

in the first set and wen 1t 6-1. The
secondandthird setsalsowent6-1,
6-1and Jovoson had little answet
to his perfectlv placed returnsand
explonation of court angles,

The rackets final was a closer
contest with plenty of good rallies
butNichollsalwayshadtheedgeon

Major David Reed-Felstead,

Double for

Blues and Rovals, and his 15-6,
15-6,15-8 win clinched hisfourth

~ championship in five vears.

Nichalls was also successful in

the regimental doubles, teaming

with Lt Col Charles Wright to

- defeat Reed-Felstead vet again,
-4l this ume partnered by Major
DMldHardv,mavervclosefoughl

Captain Mark Nicholls

club.

200 courses throughout Britain participate in the scheme
including such famous names as Royal Birkdale, Turnberry,
The Belfry, Camnoustie and Royal Porthcawl. All welcome
Greencard members and 50 of them offer reduced green
fees.

Other benefits include discounts at driving ranges, low-
cost golf holidays, book bargains, preferential rates at golf
schools, reduced golf magazine subscriptions and a 10%
discount at many pro shops.

Regular competitions are organised by Greencard’s own
professional, Patrick Tallack, and members are informed of
these through the quarterly newsletter, which also lists new
courses, special offers, etc.

To retain the goodwill of the participating clubs, member-
ship is restricted to golfers of a reasonable standard Appli-
cants must provide the name and address of a club or society
where they are, or were, a member, or that of a golf club
member who will vouch for their suitability.

| GREENCARD, FREEPOST, LONDON Wil 4BR
1 wish to apply for membership of Greencard and enclose a
chequc/PO% £9.50 made out to Greencard or debit my

Access/Visa/Diners Club. DDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

Applicant's DEINE ... .. cv..uenn s vtas v = son PO
Address .. .... .tk e s Tetialears elae o
My golfing reference is:

Name of club mernberlsocietylclub ..........................
Aress . . ..oov i i e e sl R L

Money back if application declined or Greencard returned within 28 days.




If you live anywhere north of Watford Gap,
driving home from the Channel Ports can be a
shattering experience.

Especially with a family in tow.

Which is why we suggest you take the
easy way out: Sail with North Sea Ferries from
Rotterdam (Europoort) or Zeebrugge to Hull.

On a North Sea Ferries ship you'll find
everything you need to keep you, your wifeand
your children happy.

There are bars, lounges, duty-free shops,
a dance floor and colour television. As well as
comfortable cabins where you can get a good
night's sleep.

Andaslap-updinner, morningteaand full
breakfast are included in the fare.

Speaking of the fare, it's very fair. We give
concessional rates on Continental fares only,
to all servicemen and their families stationed
on the Continent.

In fact, when it comes to looking after your
army, we're the professionals.

For further details, write to: North Sea
Ferries, Dept. SOL'  Beneluxhaven, Europoort,
Postbus 1123, 3180 AC Rozenberg, Holland
or your Continental travel agent.

IF YOU'RE GOING
HOME ON LEAVE,

WE'LLTAKE CARE
OF YOU ARMY

(37

m,;c
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D id you know that we stock
U mpteen items of >

B est quality
O riginal Govt. Surplus?

R apid mail-order service
A nd satisfaction guaranteed

OR’s — OFFICER'S BADGES A SPECIALITY

SEND SAE., OR INT. POSTAL COUPON FOR EXTENSIVE
LIST TO:- MISS J.D. NICHOLLS, MAIL
ORDER DEPT. “HENRY DU BORA", 20 WELLINGTON ST.
ALDERSHOT HANTS. GU11 1DZ. UK.
OR TELEPHONE US ON ALDERSHOT 22668

~

English
Roae

Walsh
Feathers

SWEATERS

3
& ‘\T?/r
Embroidered with your club crest
‘&}% \% or personalised initials onto our
lambswool Botany wool or 100%
‘ acrylic 'V’ neck sweaters.

All these garments are designed
and embroidered in our own fac-
tory.

-
-
‘\.-)

‘ Rugby

Motifs etc

EMBRO (MACCLESFIELD) LTD
ALMA WORKS

PICKFORD ST
MACCLESFIELD

"Tel: 0625 616777

on

&

Designs  and

Embroidered

prices
Badges

request
Club Tie

Manufacturers

PERONALISED
A\ &\ SWEATSHIRTS

& Tee Shirts printed
with your own design

Minimum Quantity only 25|
Send TODAY for illustrative leaflet
MASTER TEE, MAIL ORDER DIVISION
DEPT.22 FREEPOST, NORWICH,
NR3 3BR. Telephone (0603) 619411 |

Please send me your FREE Brochure & Price List
for T-Shirts & Sweatshirts printed with my own design
l Name (1 AM OVER 18}

Club, Company etc.

A
YASTERITE Sy s
———— O F_LE(CE5TE R em— LLO(: SAPITALS ONLY] J

Army Calendar 1982

This year’s calendar contains 13 full colour plcturcs J
with the theme
“The Junior Army — Aiming for the future’

Last Few Available

From SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road,
Aldershot,
Hants, GU11 2DU

£2.00 UK/BAOR £2.20 Elsewhere
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A Naafi introduction to a dealer can benetit
you with basic price discounts on many makes
of new cars and you can apply to use Naafi
finance whether you use this introductory
service or buy from a dealer of your own
choice. In fact, Naatfi will consider financing
the purchase of a new or used car from a dealer
or a used car from another member of H.M.
Forces. The advantage of Naafi finance is that
it is an exclusive service offered by your own
organisation, you're not dealing with an
unknown finance house.

Fill in the Freepost coupon, written details
will be provided. It's a wonderful way to buy
a car, so fill in the coupon now.

Send to: NAAFI Car Sales @ FREEPOST NO

FREEPOST
Nottingham NG1 1BR

STAMP NEEDED

Please send me detuails of the following Naafi facilities without obligation.

| am interested in the purchase of: (Please tick where appropriate)
A new car

Make Sl ok | Model

for use in _ : 3 y (state country)
(] 1 wish to pay cash (] 1 wish to use Naafi Finance

(] | am interested in the purchase of a used car using Naafi Finance.

Name _ Rank
Address _ _ Service No.

Telephone No.

NAAFI-We re here to help you!
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