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To the manner born: Pte Gerry Rattray (27), of 1 BW, takes part in the flag-lowering ceremony during the
handover of Hong Kong to the People’s Republic of China. He is from Aberfeldy, the regiment’s birthplace

FAREWELLE

From Lynne Shiels in Hong Kong

THREE historic ceremonies marked the final day of British rule in
Hong Kong - and the British Army was represented in all of them by
the 1st Battalion The Black Watch (The Royal Highland Regiment).

Our last resident infantry
battalion in the colony’s centu-
ry-and-a-half of existence
played significant roles in the
British Farewell Ceremony,
the handover to China itself,
and the transfer of the Prince
of Wales Barracks to the
People’s Liberation Army.

A cast of thousands took
part in the British Farewell on
June 30 at East Tamar. The
one-and-a-half-hour extrava-
ganza included civilian choirs,
orchestras and dancers — but
the 10,000 spectators reserved
their largest cheers for the Mil-
itary Pageant.

Led by parade commander
Lt Col Alasdair Loudon (CO,
1 BW), this spectacular mas-
terpiece displayed the choreog-
raphers’ art to perfection. It
began with a display by the 180
musicians of the Massed
Bands and Pipes and Drums.
Under the direction of Lt Col
David Price, Senior Director
of Music Guards Division,
these included the Band of the
Scots Guards, the Royal High-

@ Turn to Page 5

Showing the flag: the British Guard of Honour at the handover
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Crowd-pleasers: The combined Scots Guards and Highland Band at the Hong Kong Stadium on June 25

® From Page 3

land Band, the Pipes and
Drums of both 1 BW and the
Brigade of Gurkhas, and the
Band of the Royal Marines.

The pride of the crowd and
participants shone through the
heavy downpour as the guards
of honour, 80 from each of the
three Services, marched with
Colours flying.

Current and former mem-
bers of the British Armed
Forces all around East Tamar
stood proudly, conspicuous
amid a sea of umbrellas, while
the Prince of Wales read out a
message from the Queen.

The moving Sunset ceremo-
ny was particularly poignant
for Pte Dave Woodhouse,
whose first son was born
during 1 BW’s tour of the Ter-
ritory in 1993-94. He and 18-
year-old Pte Steven Airzee
were the Army representatives
in the Flag Party.

As the Last Post was played,
the flags in the arena, on board
HMY  Britannia - which
formed a backdrop to the event

~ and on nearby HMS
Chatham came down.
The strains of Immortal

Memory, played by Pipe Major
Stevie Small, could barely be
heard over the thunder of the
rain beating down on the
parade ground.

In the dry of the newly-com-
pleted Conference and Exhibi-
tion Centre extension, British
and PLA bands took turns to

play as 4,000 VIPs arrived for
the midnight handover cere-
mony.

With split-second timing,
Prince Charles stood at ten
minutes before the hour and
on behalf of “the entire British
people” “

expressed our
Guard mount
draws crowd

[ |

A CROWD of more than 30
turned up at Prince of Wales
Barracks on June 27 to watch
the final ceremonial guard
mount of the 1st Battalion The
Black Watch (The Royal High-
land Regiment).

Since the battalion arrived in
Hong Kong in February the
simple ceremony had become
an increasingly popular draw
for the public. It was also a
“natural” for the media
because its Lone Piper provid-
ed instant “sound bites”.

First official handover event
took place in the Hong Kong
Stadium on June 27, when
30,000 people gathered for a
spectacular programme of mil-
itary music by the British
Forces Massed Bands and
Pipes and Drums under the
direction of Lt Col David Price.
Event project officer was Wg
Cdr Barrie Simmonds, senior
RAF officer in Hong Kong.

thanks, admiration, affection
and good wishes to all the
people of Hong Kong who
have been staunch and special
friends over so many genera-

tions”. As the National
Anthem played, the Union and
Hong Kong Colony flags were
lowered for the last time.

The Guard of Honour con-
sisted of 12 members of each
Service.

Back at the Garrison the
transfer of HQ British Forces,
the Prince of Wales Barracks,
to the PLLA was achieved with a
simple and dignified changing
of the guard.

The respective 18-strong
guards of honour were each in
full ceremonial dress. It was
evident that the PLA had taken
great pains to conform to the
British way of doing things.

“The Prince of Wales Bar-
racks is now ready for transfer
into your care,” Lt Col Jeremy
Ellis, the Camp Commandant,
said to his opposite number, Lt
Col Tan Shang Ai. “May I wish
vou and your fellow officers
and men good luck and suc-
cessful tours of duty.”

Lt Col Ellis said: “I'm
extremely proud, not just of
this event, but of the work we
have done to leave the barracks
not only on time, but in
immaculate order.”

The Guard of Honour, fol-
lowed by the Gate Guard —
with Lt Col Ellis, the last man
out, crossing the boundary on
the stroke of midnight -
marched out of the barracks
straight on to the ferry taking
them to Kai Tak airport and
the last flight home.

A summary of Defence
topics from Westminster

Martin Bell
praises the
‘best’ Army

FORMER television war corre-
spondent Martin Bell, now MP for
Tatton, spoke of his “profound
admiration” for the British Army
during a Commons debate on
Bosnia.

Supporting the retention of an
international stabilisation force
(SFOR) beyond the end of its
mandate in June 1998, Mr Bell
said although the original United
Nations protection role in former
Yugoslavia had “failed”, it should
be remembered that its troops
saved 100,000 lives by their
bravery.

“I pay tribute also to the dedi-
cated soldiers of IFOR and
SFOR,” he said. “Having been
close to them for all those years,
| have come out with a profound
admiration for the British Army,
which | would now call, from
what it has done there alone, the
best little Army in the world.”

Proposing the debate, Mr Keith
Hill argued strongly in favour of
the maintenance of a “large and
powerful” international military
force in Bosnia.

Responding for the Govern-
ment, Foreign Office minister
Tony Lloyd said “we have made
it clear that we believe that any
follow-on force should be NATO-
led and should involve a sizeable
US presence on the ground”.

Mr Tam Dalyell, who visited
his former National Service regi-
ment, the Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards, in Bosnia during the
Whit recess, argued for unre-
stricted free telephone calls
home for the British Army and
for troops to retain the full value

of local allowances when
deployed from Germany.
Qo a

Asked whether the existence
of the regimental system would
be questioned in the Strategic
Defence Review, Defence Min-
ister of State l.ord Gilbert said in
a written answer fthat fuli
account would be taken of the
system’s recognised strengths
but it would be “premature to
speculate” on whether any
aspect would be altered.
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provide accurate written and verbal reports and give evidence in the Courts
of Law. You will have an understanding of the requirement to provide a
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Your excellent communication skills will help you with planning and
stewarding events in parks, public education drives and working with
volunteer groups to improve the environment.
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Women in
front line?

WOMEN soldiers may be sent
to the front line to fight alongside
men under proposals being con-
sidered by the Government. —
Express

J British scientists believe
they have pinpointed a medical
cause for Gulf war syndrome in
a breakthrough which could
force the MoD into paying tens
of millions of pounds in compen-
sation. — Sunday Times

d Britons held prisoner by the
Japanese in the Second World
War are close to victory in the
battle for compensation, their
lawyers believe. — Daily Mail

Picture: Robert Higson

loyal service. Bobby, who lives in Coventry with
the 5th (Volunteer) Battalion and appears on
parades all over the country, was presented with
his medal at RHQ in the Tower of London

RSME Minley
first to sign up
for TAFMIS

THE Royal School of Military

Not to be sniffed at: Cpl Bobby, the Indian black
buck mascot of The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, is
shown his Long Service and Good Conduct Medal
from handler Cpl Paul Martin to mark 15 years of

Service
included

d The Government is moving
away from the idea of recruiting
apenly homosexual Servicemen
and women, despite Labour’s
pre-election pledge. — Express

3 MoD has agreed to pay
£80,000 to a former member of
The Parachute Regiment who
lost his hearing at the height of a
simulated battle on the Otter-
burn  training ground  in
Northumberland. — Independent

Poster appeal
has sharp focus

delivery

A BRITISH Army helicopter
pilot and doctor found them-
selves acting as midwives in the

central American jungle of

Belize when they had to deliver year, with terminals located

a baby in their aircraft.

The emergency call to help
Mrs Josephine August, whose
baby was in a life-threatening
breach position, was received
by the British Army Training
Support Unit Belize.

A Gazelle helicopter of 25
Flight AAC, piloted by Sgt
Peter “Buck” Rodgers, flew to
the town of Independence with
Army doctor Maj Richard
Gale on board. Their plan was
to fly Mirs August to hospiral in
Belize City.

But it soon became clear that
the baby would be born long
before they got there.

Sgt Rodgers landed in a
jungle clearing and, with Maj
Gale and the pilot acting as
midwives, a healthy 7lb 9oz
boy was delivered.

Mrs August has named the
baby Richard Peter.

@ Last year a baby was deliv-
ered in the air over the Belize
jungle when 25 Flight was called
out in similar circumstances.

Engineering, Minley will be
the first site connected to a new
computerised training support
system for the British Army.

Known as TAFMIS, the
Training, Administration and
Financial Management Infor-
mation System will replace
more than 30 local comput-
erised and manual support sys-
tems currently being used by
Army Individual Training
Organisation training estab-
lishments and the Recruiting
Group (formerly the Direc-
torate of Army Recruiting).

Electronic Data Systems Ltd
was awarded a multi-million-
pound ten-year contract to
supply TAFMIS.

The system will simplify and
speed up training administra-
tion, including scheduling,
record-keeping, resource man-
agement, the compilation of
statistical returns and manage-
ment planning.

All TAFMIS sites should be
in operation by March next

across AITO’s 34 geographical
locations and the Recruiting
Group’s 150 sites.

“I believe the new system
will modernise our current way
of working very effectively,”
said the commander of the
Combat Engineer School at
Minley, Lt Col Neil Suther-
land.

Implementation  manager
Maj Chris Davis estimates the
new system will make 12 to 15
per cent savings in time.

SIX new recruiting posters

have been unveiled in a summer

campaign designed for the
Army by Saatchi and Saatchi
Advertising. Catchy headlines
include “17-year-old body
piercers required” alongside
an image of a soldier innoculat-
ing a young girl.

The campaign complements

Government moves to tackle
attract

unemployment and
high-calibre individuals.

DEFENCE Secretary George
Robertson met Lt Gen Mike Jack-
son, Commander Allied Com-
mand Europe Rapid Reaction
Corps, when he visited the ARRC
headquarters in Germany.

® The new HQ of the Defence
Clothing and Textiles Agency,
which supplies the Army with
everything from maternity wear to
high-tech combat armour, was
opened at Caversfield, Bicester,
on June 25 by Maj Gen Martin

White, Director General Logistic
Support.

® Soldiers from 3{V) Staffords
are on a two-week training camp
at Atterbury, Indiana, with the US
National Guard.

@® Northumberland-based 6

RRF paraded through Berwick-
on-Tweed on St George's Day.
Two Tornado aircraft from the reg-
iment's allied Royal Air Force unit,
13 Squadron, flew overhead.
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Mission Extraordinary

BRITISH military expertise has, over the
past few years, played a key role in helping
former Warsaw Pact armies reorganise
themselves and move towards becoming
fully democratic defence forces.

In particular, senior British officers have
had striking success as special advisers on
long-term loan to the Latvian and Czech
governments, writes Gordon Skilling.

The most remarkable posting has been
the unique appointment of a British colonel
as Deputy Chief of Defence Staff of the Lat-
vian Armed Forces.

Col Janis Kazocins, late RA, whose par-
ents came to Britain as refugees after the
Second World War, was appointed defence
attaché in Riga in 1994 and was then sec-
onded on loan service. It was the first time
that a British officer had held such a post in
a former Warsaw Pact country.

Col Kazocins has played a key role in
developing Latvia’s defence policy, includ-
ing the Partnership for Peace initiative and
the question of NATO enlargement. He is
frequently to be seen representing Latvia on
multi-national committees. The Baltic
Peacekeeping Battalion Steering Group is
an example.

The United King-
dom team finds itself
facing a UK colonel in
the Latvian chair and a
seconded UK civil ser-
vant in the Danish
team. It 15 sometimes
hard to remember who
is flying what flag.

In the Czech Repub-
lic, Brig Brian Holt is
presently a  special
adviser to the Chief of |
the Czech Defence
Staff. When the then Defence Secretary,
Malcolm Rifkind, visited the Czech Repub-
lic in 1995, a request was made by the
Czech Defence minister for a special advis-
er to assist with the creation of a NATO-
compatible headquarters for the Czech
Armed Forces.

Brig Dair Farrar-Hockley, now the major
general commanding 2 Division in York,
was selected and his task quickly expanded
to cover almost every conceivable aspect of
the Czech Armed Forces. At the grass-roots
level, he helped set up an academy for non-
commissioned officers, a category of soldier
almost unknown within the structure of the
old Warsaw Pact.

At a higher level, Brig Farrar-Hockley
was asked to address such issues as why a
country wants armed forces and how they
should be structured to meet the primary
objective of territorial defence.

He was able to differentiate between an
army with masses of tanks pointing west in
preparation for a general war and smaller,
rapid reaction forces capable of dealing with
the smaller-scale conflicts which will proba-
bly feature in the future.

As a former Soviet satellite state, the
Czech Republic had little by way of inde-

8
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pendent foreign policy. The brigadier
helped develop the concept of participating
in United Nations or NATO-led operations
around the world in reaction to the new
world order.

He provided a significant amount of
impartial advice on how the Czech Repub-
lic should approach her deployment with
the Dayton Peace Implementation Force
(IFOR) in former Yugoslavia, and the prob-
lems they might encounter once there. The
Czechs operated within the British-led divi-
sion in IFOR and are reaping significant
rewards from what has been assessed as an
outstandingly successful operation.

His successor, Brig Holt, continues this
work and has also turned his attention to

Above - At Vil-
nius, Lithuania:
Col Kazocins
(circled) with
Estonian,
Lithuanian and
Latvian Chiefs
of Defence

Left — Col
Kazocins (smil-
ing) with Norwe-
gian, Swedish
and Latvian col-
leagues

Inset - Gen Dair
Farrar-Hockley:
advised Czech
Republic

the effects of reducing the conscription
system currently operated by the Czech
Republic. One solution may be to set up
reserve forces along a Western model.
Britain’s fully-rounded defence capability,
much of which is not on a professional or
full-time basis, is an attractive example, and
Brig Holt is in a good position to advise on
matters such as reserve forces’ liability, how
employers view the TA, and how it all fits
together.

The role of the special adviser is com-
pletely separate from that of the defence
attaché, who looks after British military
interests. The adviser is much more altruis-
tic and looks at various questions drawing
on his personal experience and from the

point of view of his host country.

These purely bilateral arrangements
administered by the Directorate for Central
and Eastern Europe based in MoD Main
Building in Whitehall do not rely on any
NATO connection. Britain’s approach to
the region as a whole is becoming increas-
ingly reactive rather than proactive, and its
advice is eagerly sought as an even-handed
player and honest broker with a reputation
for delivering on promises.

Britain is seen as being an influential
player on the world stage, and its assistance
with the restructuring of Central and East-
ern European armed forces has greatly
raised their profile and helped with the
improvement of civil-military relations.

Across Central and Eastern Europe, the
British Army is heavily involved in the
development of good relations with the
former countries of the Warsaw Pact, and
the attachment of special advisers is only
one small element of this programme.

Also worthy of note is the involvement of
Gen Sir Garry Johnson, a former C-in-C
North West, as chairman of the Interna-
tional Defence Advisory Board, a mult-
national group of former senior defence
personnel which provides independent
advice to the governments of the three
Baltic states.

In Poland, the highly successful exercise
Ulan Eagle last year is to be followed up by
a full brigade exercise, two battle group
exercises and two battery-level live-firing
camps. Talks are at an early stage for an air-
borne exercise in Hungary in 1998.

TEAMS from Britain, Germany, the
Netherlands and Belgium competed over
three days in the annual military skills
exercise, Aggressive Iron, put on by the
Headquarters of the Multinational Divi-
sion (Central) at Vogelsang training area
in Germany.

Fears that troops would find the hot
weather difficult to cope with proved
groundless when the second and third
days of competition were played out in
heavy rain and even some snow.

Tests included a 16km day navigation
course during which teams had to cross a
lake, fault-find and carry out maintenance
tasks on Germany vehicles, demonstrate
timed weapon-handling skills, and “spot™
enemy locations for artillery.

A night navigation exercise began with
teams deploying into the area by heli-
copter before completing a 12km course
in pairs.

At the end of the second day — which

Carefully does it: Cpl Dean Martin, of the HQ MND(C) team, negotlates the rope assault
course during Exercise Aggressive Iron at Vogelsang in Germany

Multi-nationals’
joint approach
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included a 14km march and shoot — 13
Infantry Battalion (Netherlands) from 11
Airmobile Brigade was ahead, with 1 JP
(Belgium) (Armoured Recce) winning the
competition for divisional troops.

For the British, 4 Regiment AAC and
24 Airmobile Brigade’s Combat Service
Support Battalion were fifth and sixth,
with 104 Air Defence Regiment RA (Vol-
unteers) in ninth place.

A multi-natonal HQ MND(C) team,
with representatives from all four nations
and the only female competitor, was
fourth. Cpl Dean Martin (AGC(SPS)), a
clerk working in the headquarters, was the
United Kingdom representative.

A falling plate competition brought the
event to a close, with two teams from 314
Battalion, a German parachute unit,
going through to the final.

Maj Gen Rob McAfee, the MND(C)
commander, presented trophies to the
winners.

Fanfare for Kelly’s opening move

OLYMPIC athlete Sgt Kelly Holmes formally
opened the refurbished sports pavilion at
the Adjutant General's Corps Centre at
Worthy Down, Winchester.

Kelly, who is serving in the AGC, was
assisted by the Colonel Commandant of the
Corps, Gen Sir Jeremy Mackenzie. A fanfare

of trumpets from the AGC Band completed
the ceremony.

A lounge area was renamed the Thomp-
son Suite after the retiring Director of the
Education and Training Services Branch,
Brig Allan Thompson, in recognition of his
outstanding contribution to Army sport.
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I Have you been captured by

j SOLDIER?

SOLDIER's snaps are a snip.
If you have been captured on camera by one
of SOLDIER magazine's photographers
then why not buy a top qualltv reprint?

7'x5". .. £5.60 'x6"...£7.50

I 12" x 8"...£12.00
: = Digital Prints (up to Ad size). .. £7.00
I Other sizes available on request. (All prices are inclusive of VAT and pép.)

All enquiries please to:

-
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The Photographic Department, SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. Tel: 01252 347357
[ T S T ]
Vernon Rees & Goodalls Ltd
Military Tailors
SNCOs MESS KIT
from £330. 00 inc VAT

includes Shirt, Bow Tie & Ranking

@ 01132880 880

40 Commercial Street, Rothwell, Leeds, LS26 0AW. Fax: 01132 880 864

B words, brought together by
two more - Hyundai and Natocars.

From the versatile, economical Accent, via the
stylish Lantra and exciting Coupé, to the generously
equipped and luxurious Sonata - Hyundai have a
range of cars to suit all tastes and needs.

And we, at Natocars, are the experts when it
comes to supply.

We'll ensure you get the best possible deal on your
new Hyundai, the best part exchange, finance and
free protection insurance. We'll also shop around to
get the lowest quote for your car insurance

If that isn't enough, we look after all the paperwork
and arrange hassle free delivery to you - anywhere
in the world!

WHEN ALL YOU WANT IS EVERYTHING
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“And ah’m tellin ye that he’s no havin
the place till he’s signed fer it!”

L8 fﬁoj-ﬁgpa- .

.

“My mum says if you don’t stop
him messing me about, she’ll come
down here and sort you out!”

NN %

= ¢ )
—

“Following the new Prime Minister’s lead chaps,
you'd better all relax . . . and call me Snuffy!”

“In future we really must
be more careful how we
describe ourselves” “Next time you invite the Household Cavalry, Abigail . . . Please specify horses!”
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Capts Mark Mortimer
(left) and Martin Bel- %
lamy, both officers in ?3
the 2nd Battalion, The ;
Light Infantry, show off
the 23ft boat they will
row across the Atlantic
later this year. The spe-
cially-designed Sala-
manca was unveiled in
Majorca, where the two
men are training for Sir
Chay Blyth's transat-
lantic rowing race. They
aim to break the world
record for rowing from
Tenerife to Jamaica
during a race which
commemorates Sir
Chay's own transatlantic
rowing exploits in 1966.

Picture: Kevin Capon

Three Welsh Guardsmen

from Number Three Hard graft
ompany got a taste o on the

salt spray when they
swapped patrol and sur-
veillance duties in south
Armagh for a few days at
sea. LCpl Stuart Thread-
gold, Gdsm Michael
Ambler and Gdsm Wayne Davies
accepted a challenge to join HMS
Spey on operations in the waters
around the Province. But the
relaxed cruise they were expecting
was anything but . . . and the trio
found themselves taking part in
night and day boardings.

They acted as close protection
to a naval inspection officer, and
found themselves scaling ships’
ladders from a rigid inflatable.
They all reckoned life on the ocean
wave made an interesting change
to the close confines of Forkhill
and their border observation posts.
By way of exchange, three Spey
matelots will be spending a few
days experiencing the joys of
working in a Romeo Tower as part
of the Armagh roulement battal-
ion. Main picture: Gdsm Michael
Ambler; inset, from left are Gdsm
Ambler, LCpl Stuart Threadgoid
and Gdsm Davies.

Picture; Sgt Dave Bridges
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Terrier on target

Marksman LCpl lan Hewitson, serving with the 6th
(Northumberland) Battalion, The Royal Regiment
of Fusiliers, won the individual light support wea-
pon match and was declared Master at Arms with
the best overall aggregate scores at the 2nd Inf-
antry Division’s annual shooting competition. His
battalion finished third overall and qualified for
the national finals at Bisley.
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“A birthday pre-
sent to remember,”

Birthday
tee rrvers ver- | PUES Le€ in

dict after he had

been gven a ook | tha frame

Five-and-a-half Army pilots were on the first
course to join the new tri-Service Defence
Helicopter Flying School at RAF Shawbury.
The ten students, who had graduated from
the Joint Elementary Flying Training School
at Barkston Heath, faced a three-week
ground school phase before starting their
basic helicopter flying on the Squirrel HT1.
Taking it easy at the front is Bdr Euan Laird;
kneeling (from left) are Cpl Tim Taylor, Capt
Ross Daines, Lt Tim Hayden RN and nation-
al gliding champion Cpl Derren Francis RAF,
who qualifies as “half® Army because he is
being sponsored by the Army Air Corps and
will remuster with the Army if he completes
the course. Leaning on the nose of the heli-
copter is SSgt Alan Rickers and standing

beside him is Sgt Del Alibocus.

\

and framed cap
badges by Lt Col Richard Hall, CO 1st Battal-
ion, The Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and
Wiltshire Regiment.

Lee was a guest of honour at a pass-off
parade at the Army Training Regiment, Whit-
tington Barracks, Lichfield after the Army
learned that his prized badge collection had
been stolen. Brig Sam Weller, who commands
the Army in the Midlands, took up the challenge
to make good the loss, and Lee duly received
his memorable surprise from the reviewing offi-
cer as the Corps of Drums of the 1st Battalion,
The Staffordshire Regiment played “Happy
Birthday” on their fifes.

Distance may
fonder, but for
Joanne-Marie

Regiment RLC

HGV driver,
looks after the
plies and equip

each other duri
are planning a

theirRandR ..
the squadron.

to Croatia means separation is not
something they will face for the next
few months. They fell in love while
serving with the Royal Logistic Corps
at Abingdon and got married in Feb-
ruary. Now they are serving together
with 31 Squadron, 3 Close Support

in Split as part of the support team for

NATO Stabilisation Force (SFOR)
troops based in Bosnia. Shane is an

Although the couple see littie of

- Tee forone -

<

Senior store keeper John
Condie, who has been work- |
I ing for the Army Air Corps for ..o
) 24 years and ()
;) is currently
() with 5 Regi-
() mentAAC in
/ Northern Ire-
y land, did very
\ wellin the
=% Society of
‘=¥ One Armed

make the heart grow
Pte Shane and LCpl
Grimes a joint posting

=%  Golfers 60th
.2/ world cham-
.2/ pionships at Largs in Scot-
land after his unit helped him  ( ..
on his way with a ferry ticket ()
{ ) and a cheque for £50 pre- (.
~7) sented by COLtCol Peter /™
7% Roberts. John, who had sev- l

eral high placings in the com-

at Dalma Warehouse

while Joanne-Marie
administration of sup-
ment in storage.

Picture: Terry Champion

Forty members of A Company, 1st Battalion, The Staffordshire Regi-
ment visit ex-South Stafford pensioner Alf Wright at the Royal Hos-

ng the day, they were

delighted to be posted together and pital, Chelsea. Alf served as a bandsman for 35 years after joining at the age of 14. The < petitions at Largs, lost his left -
holiday in Italy during soldiers, based at Tern Hill, were given a guided tour by ex-Stafford WO1 Taffy Ivin, one of the *%  arm in a motor-cycle acci- Sl
_without the lads from hospital's quartermaster sergeants. In the picture, Maj Mark Steed (second left), OC A Coy, =% dent 25 years ago. hest/

presents Brig Kim Ross, adjutant of the hospital, with a framed set of regimental caricatures. P IR EIE S NG -

N

With them are Alf Wright (centre), CSgt Steve Worral (left) and WOZ2 (CSM) Tank Stalker. (el h A A A A A A
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| HAVE had some great respons-
es to my invitation to you to send
me your ideas for keeping loved
ones in touch with home.

The most comprehensive reply
came from a single mum in the
south of England who has been
writing to Service people based
overseas and in the UK and who
came up with some top tips. Here
is a sample.

“I keep a small notepad with me
and if there is anything | hear on
the telly, the radio or read in the
newspapers | jot it down so that
when | come to write | have a few
notes of things that

This lady has
the write idea

opening an envelope with a spe-
cial message can be a real boost.
You could even get the kids to join
in and write their own messages.”

| think these are wonderful
ideas and the people who get this
lady’s letters are very lucky. I've
sent her a small token of thanks
and hope she will inspire some of
you to start writing.

Letters are very important to
Service people when they are a
long way from home.

o e

Someone asked me the other
day if | thought the Army had a
problem with drugs.

are of interest or
worthy of discussion.

“Start a few days
after posting one
letter and by the time
you get a reply from
the previous one you
will be surprised by
how much you have
written. | tend to think
of my letters as a
living diary.

“If 1 am feeling
crabby or angry, | say
so. | don't think the guys expect us
to be perfect all the time. | also try
to include something in addition to
the letter itself and collect pictures
cut out of magazines that have
inspired an amusing caption.

| stick them on a piece of paper
and send them off. Invariably they
come back with comment far witti-
er than my own and help to keep
humour alive.

“Those who want to let a loved
one know how they feel can send
a few small envelopes, each con-
taining a note. Take ten envelopes
and ten small bits of paper. On the
paper you can write something
humorous or loving . . . or just a
positive thought.

“Code the envelope on the out-
side: a smiley face for humour, a
heart for love and so on. When the
other half is feeling a bit low,

They were, of course,
responding to recent
reports of soldiers
being dismissed from
the Service after they
had tested positive. |
said | thought society
had a drugs problem
and, when young
men and women
were recruited, their
drug habits were
recruited with them.

How | wish other
employers and those responsible
for the welfare of the young were
as assiduous as the Army in
weeding out individuals who
cannot or will not obey laws
regarding drug misuse.

| also believe that we can only
combat the problem of drug and
alcohol misuse in society as a
whole by making it socially unac-
ceptable in the way that smoking
and drinking and driving have
been made anti-social practices.

Anyone who continues to use
illegal drugs while serving in the
Forces should be in no doubt that
their behaviour is inexcusable
and shameful.

® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO
786; or c/o Soldier.

Best of order

ANTHONY Skipper, Chief Ser-
vices Liaison Officer for British
Forces, has been awarded the
Order of Merit of North Rhine-
Westphalia to mark his retire-
ment at the end of the year.

The order recognises his suc-
cessful efforts to maintain good
relationships between British
Service personnel and their fam-
ilies and the German authorities
and people of the region.

Before he joined the Joint Ser-
vices Liaison Organisation in
1979 Mr Skipper served as an
officer in the Brigade of
Gurkhas.
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Career move

MORE than 350 schoolchildren
from across the South found out
about life in 5 Airborne Brigade
during Airborne Forces weekend
in Aldershot.

Traditionally associated with
reunions, parades and veterans,
the weekend this year focused on
youth and the paratroopers of the
future.

Maj Matthew Lowe said the
brigade was looking for deter-
mined and energetic youngsters.
“We have plenty of vacancies and
hope events like this will encour-
age people to consider soldiering
as a serious, worthwhile career.”

Three Household Cavalry sol-
diers serving in Bosnia are rais-
ing money to send two-year-old
Zivama Batajic to Russia for an
eye operation. From left to right
are CoH John Paul Core, LCpl
Jason McCauley and CoH Stuart
Matthews, who are to run a 100km

v =

Zivama’s chance of sight

relay to raise £2,500 for Zivama.
She was born prematurely and
blind while her parents where
fleeing from Croatia and will be
flown to a specialist eye hospi-
tal at Kalugi in Russia. The three
are all with A Squadron at Banja
Luka on Operation Lodestar.

Picture: Sgt Dave Bridges RLC

Lancers’ chaplain breathes
new life into ‘museum’ piece

TAKE one North American pre-fab
“flatpack” wooden church. Erect in
deepest Norfolk and use for 50
years. Strip out and mothball for
two years. Then serve cold to an
Army chaplain.

Not very appetising fare, by the
sound of it.

“It could not be described as
appealing,” said Padre Nick Cook,
posted to Robertson Barracks,
Swanton Morley last December.
The 1938-vintage RAF station is
the new home of the 9th/12th
Royal Lancers, an armoured recce
regiment previously based in Ger-
many.

“The church | inherited had been
locked and unused since the boys
in blue departed and it was full of

Left: Rev Nick Cook in the
refurbished wooden church
at Swanton Morley, home of
the 9th/12th Royal Lancers

dead flies, cobwebs, memories . . .
and not a lot else.”

Effectively stripped of all that
was useful, this new outpost for the
Royal Army Chaplains’ Depart-
ment was going to be a major chal-
lenge. In the old days, a Service
priest could equip a church through
the “system” chalices, candle-
sticks, you name it, there was a
part number.

There are still part numbers, but
the stock has long since been sold
off or disposed of.

“Local purchase, that's the
answer,” the Rev Cook was told,
only to discover there was no
budget to pay for the necessary
items. With the end of the financial
year fast approaching, HQ 2 Divi-
sion was contacted. “Yes, Padre,”
came the reply, “but can you spend
it by the end of the week?”

Several months on, Robertson
Barracks has a facility it can be

Millennium project set
to transform Tidworth
recreational facilities

TIDWORTH is to benefit from an
£8-million cash injection from the
Army which will provide a new
leisure and community centre with
state-of-the-art recreational facili-
ties for the whole of the military and
civil community.

As part of an on-going invest-
ment policy that has already result-
ed in the upgrade of Aliwal
Barracks and the Zouch estate, the
project will transform redundant
military workshops and stores off
Ordnance and Nadder Roads in
Tidworth into a landscaped park
environment for the new centre.

Expected to be open by autumn
1999, the leisure centre will offer a

double sports hall with climbing
wall, activity spaces, sguash
courts, fitness suite, changing
rooms, cafe and bar facilities, a
25m swimming pool and diving
boards and two shop units.

In addition there will be a Help,
Information, Volunteer Exchange
(HIVE) for Army families, a library,
créche and playground, family wel-
fare and community centre offices
and meeting rooms, offices for
MoD and centre staff, all-weather
tennis courts and plenty of parking.

Announcing the programme, the
C-in-C Land Command, Gen Sir
Michael Walker, said the work was
timed so that the centre would

open in celebration of the new mil-
lennium.

Brig John McColl, Commander
Tidworth and Bulford Garrison,
said: “There has been a long-
standing commitment by the Army
to build a new physical and recre-
ational training centre and we are
pleased that the project is able to
go ahead in a form that clearly ben-
efits the whole community at Tid-
worth.

“This project builds on a century
of association with Tidworth and
demonstrates the Army’s continu-
ing commitment to the area in a
way that will inject new life into the
heart of the community.”

New appeal procedure for CSA

PARENTS in dispute with the Child
Support Agency may now take
their complaints to an independent
investigator if they are unable to
resolve the matter.

Complaints against the CSA
should be made in writing to the
Independent Case Examiner for
the Child Support Agency, PO Box
155, Chester CH99 9SA (tel 0151
801 8800). Letters should contain
as much information as possible.

The examiner will not normally
look at complaints received more

than six months after individuals
have been sent a reply, on behalf
of the Chief Executive of the CSA,
with which they are not satisfied.

Before complaints are made to
the examiner, the CSA must be
given the opportunity to settle the
issue, and the procedure for this is
outlined in the body’s charter and a
leaflet entitled How to complain
about the CSA.

If you cannot resolve the matter
at local level, you should write to
the Chief Executive, CSA, Quay

House, The Waterfront, Brierley
Hill DY5 1XA.

If the complaint is upheld the
examiner will ask the agency for an
apology, and may recommend
compensation if an individual has
suffered financial loss because of
delay, error or wrong information.

Complainants may also contact
the Ombudsman at the Office of
the Parliamentary Commissioner
for Admission, Church House,
Great Smith Street, London SW1P
3BW (tel 0171 276 2130/3000).

proud of, the newly-refurbished
station church of St Michael and Al
Angels, rededicated last month by
retired Bishop Dennis Hawker, a
wartime Royal Marines officer and
local divisional secretary of SSAFA
Forces Help.

“It's a joy to worship in,” said
Nick. “It has been very hard work
making it as it is today but it very
effectively speaks both of the sim-
plicity of our faith and the glories of
God.”

He reckons it is now one of the
best equipped and most user-
friendly in the Army. Ironically, in
the event of RAF Swanton Morley
closing completely, the church
building had been earmarked for
the American exhibition at the
Imperial War Museum, Duxford.

FIRST Nepalese families to
arrive in the United Kingdom
under the Army’s new terms and
conditions of service for Gurkha
soldiers arrived at RAF Brize
Norton on July 1.

For many of the 325 women
and children on the chartered
flight from Kathmandu, it was
their first time in the UK.

They were met by their hus-
bands and by Col David Willis,
Colonel of the Brigade of
Gurkhas, before travelling to
their married quarters around the
country, including Aldershot,
Maidstone, Bramcote, Colch-
ester, Canterbury and Brecon.

HONG KONG

Announced in February, the
review of service conditions fol-
lowed the withdrawal of Gurkhas
from Hong Kong and the concen-
tration of most of the brigade in
the UK.

Under an agreement between
Britain, Nepal and India, 25 per
cent of Gurkha officers and sol-
diers are required to be provided
with married quarters. Sergeants
and below will be granted a
three-year accompanied tour
and more senior ranks will be
permanently accompanied.

This is in line with the arrange-
ments for married accompanied
service in Brunei and Nepal, and
arrangements which applied in
Hong Kong. New terms provide
families with the option of send-
ing their children to UK schools
or taking advantage of a new
Gurkha Education Allowance to
provide continuity of schooling in
Nepal if they wish.
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Soldiers are there when
you need them...
B,

...please be there when
they need you

The Army Benevolent Fund provides help
to any man or woman and their families if
they are serving or have served in the British
Army and are in real need. This help is given
in two ways: through grants to supplement
Corps or Regimental aid and by financial
support to over 70 national charities providing
for the special needs of those in distress.

Our overall aim is to bring help to the
many cases where state assistance is
inapplicable, inadequate or unable to meet
the immediate need.

Your donation, covenant or legacy will
provide invaluable assistance for those who
served their country.

Please help them in their hour of need.

The Army Benevolent Fund thanks
all participants in The Triathlon Challenge
for their considerable support for the Fund.
For further information please contact:

THE ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND
41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR
Tel: 0171 584 5233

Registered Charity No. 211645
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trophies to 2nd Lt Cheryl James (centre) and Pte Toby Hart

SOLDIERS are being encour-
aged to enter the second Army
Lanzarote Triathlon at Club
La Santa. The event, staged by
the David Lewis Organisation
to raise funds for the care of
people with severe epilepsy, is
aimed at anyone who wel-
comes a challenge.

Contestants depart on Janu-
ary 8 and return a week later.

Competitors must agree to
raise £1,800, of which £250
goes to the Army Benevolent
Fund. Organisers need £500
by September 1 so they can
make arrangements, a further
£500 by December 1 and the
balance by March 30.

Younger athletes are eligible
for a cadet triathlon challenge,
and need to raise £1,500, of

Lanzarote
offers hot
challenge

which £100 will go to the ABF.

Pte Toby Hart, from 3
Cheshire, and 2nd Lt Cheryl
James (33 Signal Regt (V)),
received awards for their
efforts in last year’s event. The
presentation was made at HQ
Land Command by Brigadier
Reserves, Brig John Smales,
who has written to all Territor-
ial Army units encouraging
them to take part.

Entry forms from 01565 872
613 (see coupon on Page 31).

it

For full details complete the

coupon below and send to:

i

with my Regimental crest

NAME

W.A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD. Unit 27,
Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 5AX

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters

ADDRESS

Picture: WO2 Pete Bristo



Mare Harbour, the modern port in the Falklands that replaced the once frantically busy B Slip

Harold and th
Port Squadron

WHEN the dock workers of 460 Port

Troop, Royal Logistic Corps have time off

from the busy routine of loading and
unloading the supply ships that

Reports:

days, visiting one of his neighbours to apol-
ogise for the constant noise and disruption.
“It’s British noise,” replied the elderly lady,
somewhat indignantly, “and

shuttle between Marchwood Mili-
tary Port near Southampton and
Mare Harbour in the Falklands,
they like to spend it with “Harry”,
the islander who has become their
local patron and an honorary
Army port operator.

Sixty-six-year-old Harold Row-
lands lives in a small cottage on
the Stanley sea-front, enjoying a
peaceful retirement. In his front
garden is a flag-pole, and when
“the boys,” as he calls them, arrive
for a beer or a cup of tea, he often
raises the ensign of 17 Port and
Maritime Regiment RLC in their
honour.

Harold’s friendship with the
Army’s dockers goes back to the chaotic
post-war days of 1982, when a small strip
of beach just yards away from his front door
became the main point of entry for virtual-
ly all supplies arriving on the islands.

In those days, Harold was the islands’
financial secretary; a senior civil servant
deeply involved in repairing and rehabili-
tating the war-damaged infrastructure.
When his working day was over he went
home to the ceaseless noise of B Slip, the
tiny gravel landing point that had been
taken over and enlarged to cope with a
stream of lorries, pontoons and landing

Harold and his “boys” - from

i

craft that were unloading vital supplies
from a dozen or more ships anchored in
Stanley Harbour.

Such was the volume of freight being
moved over the slip, an estimated one mil-
lion tonnes, that the road leading to it sub-
sided and had to be re-built.

“They had floodlights so that they could
continue working 24 hours a day,” recalls
Harold. “And they caused so much dust in
summer and mud in winter that [ couldn’t
use my front door.”

Harold remembers an officer of the
Royal Corps of Transport, as it was in those

left, Cpl Tam McAuley, Pte Jared
Thomas and Cpl Nigel Williams — hoist the 17 Port and Maritime
Regiment ensign in his now peaceful garden

that’s a good noise.”

Harold did not mind either. In
fact he threw his house open to
the Port Squadron. “They spent a
lot of time at my house, and we
got to know each other well. It
was a great time.”

His hospitality was not forgot-
ten. When Harold travelled to
Britain a few years later, he visited
Marchwood, and the port opera-
tors held a party in his honour.

Today, B slip is peaceful again.
A few sailing dinghies lie beached
on it. The sophisticated port at
Mare Harbour near Mt Pleasant
has taken over the work, and the
Port Troop has moved there. But
at the side of the old slip Harold and his
Army friends have placed a small brass
plaque which records the crucial role it
played for two busy years.

Harold can use his front door again now,
and he often opens it to the soldiers who
run Mare Harbour. “They’re all good lads,
and I enjoy their company. I'd miss them if
it ended,” he says.

The port troop and their close col-
leagues, the Royal Engineers Boat Section,
who are also vital to the operation of Mare
Harbour, are small groups of specialists,
@ Turn to next page
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F$YIyUJE COMMANDER BRITISH FORCES TALKS OF THE ENJOYMENT OF HIS POST — AND THE CHALLENGES

BATTLESHIP grey, Air Force
blue and khaki do not always mix
well, but in the Falklands, where
the supply line from the UK is
8,000 miles long, there is no
room for rivalry. The South
Atlantic is still an operational
theatre, and the Army, Royal
Navy and Royal Air Force must
be completely integrated.

Not surprisingly, therefore, the
post of Commander British
Forces (CBFFI, pronounced C-
Biffy by everyone) is rotated
through the three Services, and

year, need to adapt quickly to the
operational environment, the
isolation and the essential tri-
Service ethic.

If that is a daunting prospect,
the current CBFFI, Brig lain
Campbell, did not show it during
his interview with Soldier. The
gunner, who arrived in the Falk-
lands following a year-long
course at the Royal College of
Defence Studies, just glanced
through his office window as an
F3 Tornado sped by at almost
zero feet, and smiled. “The Falk-

Brig Campbell conceded,
however, that there are some
particularly challenging aspects
to the Falklands posting, such as
the need to make operational
decisions rapidly, often without
the opportunity to consult North-
wood, the Headquarters of the
Joint Rapid Deployment force in
the UK, which has overall
responsibility for the Falklands.

“Often we just don’t have the
time, or there may be communi-
cations difficulties,” said Brig
Campbell.

nous as much as it does tradi-
tional military skill. The brigadier
keeps abreast of relations
between Britain and Argentina,
the one-time enemy, and he is
clearly pleased that considerable
progress has been made.

But he points out that
although Argentina has
renounced the use of force, the
country has not abandoned its
claim to sovereignty.

With this reality in mind, he is
able to reassure the Islanders
through his presence on the

the incumbents, who are each
: 'p0$ted to the Falklands for a

lands,” he said, “are a hell of a
train set.”

The senior Falklands posting
calls for diplomatic and political

local government councils. At
least once a month, CBFFI

Crash alar

THE wail of the disaster siren is well known at Mt Pleasant. Whether for exercise or for real,
the gut-wrenching racket galvanises the base into action. All too often, though, the siren has

heralded a real crash and real loss of life.

Since the tri-Service base opened almost 13 years ago, two Chinook helicopters and two

From Marchwood to Mare Harbour. LCpl
Efk Fulcher directs vital supplies

Port Squadron

® From Page 17
and, consequently, do frequent tours in the
Falklands. They even volunteer for the
posting, because, as one said: “you really
get to do your job down here.” Undoubt-
edly, it also helps that they have a friend in
Stanley.

“When we come back, we know we’ve
got somewhere to go on our days off,” said
Cpl Nigel Weems, who was on his third
tour in the islands. “Thanks to Harry,
we’ve learned a lot about the place and the
people, and what happened in ’82. It
means a lot to us. It’s just good to come
back.”
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F4 Phantoms have crashed on operations
from the base.

Mt Pleasant and the civilian-military
hospital in Port Stanley can and do cope
with such emergencies, but relatively sparse
resources can stretch the garrison and the
medical staff to the limit.

As an operational theatre, the risks —
although still acceptable — are increased by
the need for high-intensity patrolling, the
remoteness and the often hostile climate.

Brig Iain Campbell, Commander British
Forces, accepts this, but is very aware that
the Falklands is off on a very long limb.
“The 8,000 miles that separates us from the
specialist help that we might need makes
my duty of care that much greater,” he said.

The brigadier cited a recent near-disaster
that high-lighted the risks. “Two of the F3
Tornado fighters were being flown back to
the UK, and, 800 miles from Ascension
Island, one of them developed a major fail-
ure and transmitted a mayday call. We were
lucky to get it safely back on the ground.

“At times like that we are reminded that
things can change very quickly indeed in the
South Atlantic, and when they do we are a
very long way from anywhere.”

It is not surprising, therefore, that a high
priority is given to practising and perfecting
the Falklands disaster plan. One such real-
istic exercise was staged during Soldier’s
visit. Seven miles from Mt Pleasant, a Chi-
nook helicopter, loaded with Gurkhas
being deployed on patrol, had “crashed”.
The RAF crew and the soldiers were
“injured or dead”.

When the aircraft disappeared from the
radar screens that cover the entire Islands,
the alarm went up both at Mt Pleasant and
at the hospital in Port Stanley. Search heli-
copters were scrambled, and within 25 min-
utes the first Sea King had arrived on the

First aid. Master Aircrew Ron Webb treats
crash victim Rfn Dal Gurung

scene. Its crew administered first aid, as the
large civilian-operated Sikorsky helicopter
loaded with a complete emergency medical
team was vectored in.

Gurkhas, heavily made-up with fake
injuries and blood, feigned death or injury,
and were prioritised for evacuation. The
“living” were given first aid on the spot.

Other units added to the hubbub around

E )

THE ISLANDS: ‘A HELL OF A

changes his camouflage jacket
for a grey suit and drives the 40
miles to Government House in
Stanley, where he joins the
Islands’ Governor and elected
councillors as an “ex officio”
member of Legislative and Exec-
utive Councils.

Does he enjoy local politics?
“Yes, hugely.” The brigadier
grins widely to emphasise the
point. Apart from the military-
related matters on which he can
advise, he often finds himself
taking an active part in a bizarre

Recently, the Council debated
the distribution of millions of
pounds of revenue from an oil
industry that they hope will
develop off the Islands. They
then moved swiftly on to consid-
er the siting of a pelican cross-
ing at the Stanley junior school.
“That,” said CBFFI, “is the Falk-
lands!”

Relations between the two
communities are good; so much
so that the islanders have
improved the comforts of Mt
Pleasant by funding new married

TRAIN SET

ming pool. Some of the person-
nel who serve the normal four-
or six-month tours at Mt Pleas-
ant think that the name is some-
thing of a wry joke, so anything
that can be done to improve their
living conditions is appreciated.
But one gets the feeling from
Brig Campbell that the islanders’
most valued gift to the three
forces is goodwill. “Wherever |
go, or wherever the infantry
company goes on patrol, every-
one is hugely welcoming. They
see the real need for the forces

discussions and parish politics.

mix of heavyweight economic

quarters and leisure facilities,
such as a 25-metre heated swim-

to remain here, and their
ship comes from that.”

friend-

Brig lain Campbell, Commander
British Forces Falklands

FAUROANDS

the Chinook. A signals unit hiked in after
their Land Rover became bogged in a
swamp (an occupational hazard in the Falk-
lands). Military Police cordoned off the site
ready to begin forensic work for the
inevitable inquiry.

There was little of the light-heartedness
sometimes associated with exercises. Every
derail would be analysed later, and the dis-
aster plan fine-tuned in the light of lessons
learned. Because next time the siren wails at
Mt Pleasant, it might be for real.

Good place to get fit

are not using them as much as you would
expect.” Mt Pleasant has six squash courts,
a five-a-side football hall which doubles as
circuit training area, a hangar-sized gym
packed with exercise machines, and (the
jewel in the crown) a 25-metre heated swim-
ming pool. QOutside (incongruously green

IF YOU want to be sure of enjoying a game of
squash in the sports complex at Mount Pleas-
ant, you have to book a court three weeks in
advance. Even buming up the imaginary
miles on an exercise bike or running machine
involves staking a claim 24 hours earlier.

By the standards of most bases, Mt Pleas-
ant is well supplied with sports
facilities, but, as Sgt Al Whit-
combe, one of the three trainers
on the staff, explains, it is the
enthusiasm of men and women
posted to the Falklands that
causes the congestion on the
courts.

“You will see more people in
our sports facilities than you
would at any other base world-
wide, simply because there
aren’t many other things to do
when everyone has finished
work.

“Most Servicemen and women see that
they can benefit from their posting by getting
fit. And they do. | would say that 90 per cent
of people leave the Falklands in better condi-
tion than they were when they arrived.”

Sgt Whitcombe believes that the gym and
sports hall, which are open to 2200 hours
every day, are giving that other traditional mil-
itary habitat, the bars, a run for their money.
“There are 35 bars on this base, but people

Sgt Al

Whitcombe:
giving the bars a run
for their money

amid the brownish Falklands heath
land) are carefully maintained
rugby and football pitches.

Good though the facilities are,
demand is such that there are
plans for the gym to be extended
by a third, to provide an area solely
for weight training. There are also
plans to create an area for martial
arts.

But it's not all high-impact sport
and iron pumping, as Sgt Whit-
combe reluctantly revealed when
asked to name the most popular
activity in the complex. “Unfortu-

nately,” he says in a chilly tone that revealed
more than a little disdain for some of his col-
leagues, “it's the sun beds. If you come down
here before breakfast, it looks as if we're
giving ten pound notes away.”

Coming from a man who could bench
press a Land Rover, this sentiment was
understandable, but for some it is reassuring
that, even in the Falklands, a few things
remain the same.
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23V V) [{ 3 TIME TO ENJOY THE ISLANDS

YOU might think that the opportunity to
spend valuable R and R days climbing,
hiking and splashing about in the cold
South Atlantic would have little appeal to
the men and women who serve four months
or more in the Falklands.

Not so. The queue for the limited places
at the Combined Services adventurous
training centre at Shag Cove is nearly
always long. In part, no doubt, this is
because all soldiers are encouraged to use
their four days of special Falklands leave to
see something of the Islands.

Burt it is also because the course offers a
welcome escape from the formality and dis-
cipline of Mt Pleasant, where most live and
work.

One can almost feel the shedding of cares
as a new group of adventurers boards a
bright red Bristow helicopter (nicknamed
“Eric”) for the daily flight to West Falkland.
The last vestiges of stress are shed as the tiny
red-roofed settlement is spotted nestling
between craggy hills and a sheltered cove.
By the time the men and women of all ranks
have thrown their kit on bunks and settled
down for tea, Mt Pleasant is forgotten.

WO2 Pete Blair, an ex-Sandhurst PTI
who is chief instructor and manager at Shag
Cove, explained his philosophy over the tea
and fresh cookies made by the resident
cook, Senior Aircraft Woman Denise
Tyrell. “When you get off the helicopter
here, all formality goes and rank has no
privilege. No uniforms are allowed. We
don’t force anyone to do anything, but we
find that almost everyone is ready to give
everything a try.”

“Everything” 1s hill climbing, abseiling,
canoeing, mountain biking, archery and
hiking to nearby penguin colonies. In the
evenings, there are videos (there’s no escap-
ing them in the Falklands) and games.

“But,” said WO2 Blair, “most people are
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Exploring the Falklands by mountain bike, one of the man adventurous training activities available at Shag Cove

® There are less strenu-
ous ways than Shag Cove
to spend R and R in the
Falklands.

Wildlife lodges offer
great opportunities to see
Falklands penguins and
other creatures, and a few

ing. There are special
rates for Service person-
nel.

Many farmers are happy
to accommodate visitors
from MPA. Often, all they
ask in return is a helping
hand with sheep shearing

Some hotels and guest
houses in Stanley offer
discounted rates to Ser-
vice personnel. The capi-
tal city (little more than a
small town) has surpris-
ingly good shopping, fas-
cinating history and

offer excellent trout fish-

or farm maintenance.

friendly locals.

so tired after a day out that they go to bed
early.”

The islands terrain is not particularly dif-
ficult for those accustomed to the fells and
mountains of northern England, Scotland
or Wales. However, the rock faces are high
enough to give newcomers to abseiling a
taste for the sport, and the low, craggy hills
make for invigorating walking.

With perhaps a gentle dig at his colleague
and 2iC, RAF PTI Mo Khan, WO2 Blair
claimed that Shag Cove is perfect for the Air
Force visitors. “Some of them haven’t been
in the mountains before, so it’s an ideal
introduction for them.”

The unpredictable Falklands weather is
of more concern. “If the wind is blowing
too hard — and it does blow hard — we might

from WO2 Pete Blair

have to call off the mountain and water
activities. But we can always hike to the
penguins or to Scooby Doo Ridge.” The
latter is a feature shaped rather like a dog
that gives a wonderful view over surround-
ing moors and coast.

WO2 Blair has spent his entire Falklands
tour at Shag Cove, and appears to regret
not a single minute of it. He says the Falk-
lands climate and environment have been
given an unfairly bad name. “When the
wind dies and the sun comes out, which it
often does, this is simply a beautiful place.”

The soldier’s enthusiasm seemed to have
been picked up by one of his RAF guests.
SAC Kate Burns had a face that was glow-
ing red from the breeze, the sun and her
own exertion. She had spent the day climb-
ing, mountain biking and improving her
archery skills. “Here we are asked what we
want to do, not told. And we’re all on first-
name terms. It’s brilliant.”

The guest book bears the testaments of
many similarly refreshed visitors.

“Many thanks for the best week in four
months,” wrote one. “The best R and R
ever,” enthused another.

But of course there had to be the one wag
who couldn’t resist the ribald punning that
we had been trying to avoid throughout our
visit. “We came out here to Shag, and a
wonderful time we had . . .”

® More Falklands stories in the next issue
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Bigger, better,
brlghter

THIS YEAR’S Royal Tournament
described as the biggest military tattoo in
the world — is set to be the most-action
packed show in the long history of the
event, with more pyrotechnics and special
effects than ever... and a daily appearance
by TV ummnmus lycra-clad Gladiators.

With the British Army as lead Servi
1997, the show opens with a fier
ton of artillery and the power of modern
forces, fcatuunq a bpanlsh “mascleta”
fireworks ions and per
sion. No less riveting will be the di
which illustrate the more traditional
pageantry of The King’ Royal
Horse Artille

For the first time, the tournament is
being televised by London Weekend Televi-

TV Gladiators
reach out to
new audience

sion and the show’s organisers are confident
th coverage will reflect its appeal as a
family event.

Th eal is reflected in “The Duel”, a
daily contest of strength matching Service-
men and men against the iators in
what is ain to be an e
main arena event.
armed with foam-pac 1cd puazl ST
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have 30 seconds to knock each other off a
10ft-high platfo

“We want to reach new audiences and
attract people across a much greater age
group,” said a spokesman for the show. “It
will really appeal to a family audience and
we think it is great fun.

“The Gladiators slot
the programme, but it is part of
cal changes.”

The BBC lost the rights to bruadmst the
show after mo
offered five times as much as
tion and promised to give the event a prime-
time slot.

Gunners are playing a major part in the
107th tournament. Their main contribu-

@ Turn to next page

y be a part
me radi-
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Bigger, better

® From Page 21
tion will be in costume, portraying the
story of the Royal Regiment of Artillery
down the years. Also putting in an
appearance will be the electrifying, tank-
leaping Flying Gunners motor-cycle dis-
play team.

Star billing also goes to a 60-strong
team of Maori warriors and dancers of
the New Zealand Army which will be
performing the traditional haka war
dance.

The show features music from the
Massed Bands of the Household Divi-
sion, incorporating the Mounted Band
of the Blues and Royals and the Bands of
the Grenadier Guards, Coldstream
Guards, Scots Guards and Irish Guards.

Dogs make a welcome return to Earls
Court, with a display team illustrating
the ways they have served the Armed
Forces.

A grand finale incorporates an indoor
firework display and the massed bands

' performing the 1812 Overture.

Earls Court will also house the Royal
Tournament Experience, an exhibition
and activity area open only to show ricket
holders. Younger visitors may have a go
on the jungle gvm — the Army’s special
children’s assault course —ride a simulat-
ed rigid-raiding craft, steer a submarine,
operate a frigate control room, and drive
electric go-karts.

There will also be a chance to meet
members of the Armed Forces and see
the different types of equipment and
vehicles they use.

A special meeting area for veterans,
complete with seating, a bar and refresh-
ments, is being provided. It will feature
Vetlink, a computer tracing system to
help ex-Service personnel trace old com-
rades with whom they have lost touch.

® No Experience would be complete
without Soldier magazine, so make sure
you drop in to see us at our stand. Pro-
motions manager Sheila Little promises
a warm welcome and a range of exciting
souvenirs,
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1949: High-speed Bailey bridging was a popular novelty. Teams of 36 constructed bridges

across a 40ft “stream”, and the first to run a lorry over the finished structure was the winner. It

ALTHOUGH the first Royal Tournament
was staged in 1880, the event had its origins
in a display of military exercises staged by
Volunteer officers to amuse competitors
taking part in the 1878 National Rifle Associ-
ation meeting on Wimbledon Common.

But the shooters were eager to get away to
the delights of Victorian London and the mil-
itary display was reckoned to be a failure.

However, the Duke of Cambridge saw its
possibilities and decided to give it official
Army support. Queen Victoria became a
patron and, on the principle of Mohammed
going to the mountain, the show was “trans-
ferred” to London.

Two years later the idea had been devel-

1952: A tent peg is neatly transfixed by Capt
G G R Boon of the RASC Horse Transport
Training Company, whose riders won the
sword, lance and revolver championship

meant manhandling 15 tons and 250 pieces into position in less than ten minutes

oped to the point where Regular troops were
putting on a show at the Royal Agricultural
Hall, Islington under the title of the “Royal
Military Tournament”. It made £500 — a
small fortune in 1880 — for Service charities.

Ever since, with time out for war, the tour-
nament has been an annual event on the
London entertainment scene. Its aims are still
those of 1880 and its programme is strongly
traditional. Musical rides, dismantling and
re-assembling of guns, gymnastic displays
and skill-at-arms competitions have figured
in the programme from its earliest days.

In 1904 Punch reported that men of the
Royal Marine Artillery unlimbered a gun in
“less than no time” and “fired it point-blank”
at a line of little girls of the Duke of York’s
School. It reassured readers that there were no
casualties. Punch’s praise was a trifle ambigu-
ous: “Every display was brought off with
miraculous punctuality, within 20 minutes
after the time announced in the programme.”

King Edward VII opened the show that
year. Eight years later, as a guest in the royal
box, Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany made his
last public appearance in Britain. Did the tra-
ditional depiction of the British Army
encourage his dreams of conquest?

On May 17, 1906, the Royal Naval and
Military Tournament, as it was by then
known, moved to Olympia.

In 1920 the only concession made to the
bloodiest war in history was a whimsical con-
versation with “Old Bill” and a display by
machine-gunners.

Not a single petrol-propelled vehicle had
vet made an appearance, and seven more
years were to pass before the first did so, iron-
ically when horses jumped over a stationary

e

1955: Women of /
the three Services practise thelr
display at Hammersley Barracks, Aldershot

motor-car in 1927, Even in 1933, when the sig-
nallers gave a purely mechanical display, the
programme announced that all motor cycles
used in the display had been “kindly lent by the
Triumph Motor Cycle Co Ltd”.

In 1939, with war looming, the new British
Army first made its appearance in the arena.
The 3 in mortar, the Bren carrier and the bar-
rage balloon shattered the 50-year-old tradition
of historical pageantry.

Since then, every effort has been made to
include in the programme incidents in the
training and capabilities of modern units. Com-
mandos make cliff-face assaults, parachutists
drop from the roof and engineers throw Bailey
bridges over “rivers”.

In 1950, the Royal Tournament moved to a
bigger “theatre”, Earls Court, a transfer made
necessary by the estimated 100,000 disappoint-
ed people unable to see the military spectacular
in the preceding three years.

1950 Rehearsal in Regent s Park Londoners were hypnoﬂsed by the sight of magnificent
horses towing iron-tyred guns and limbers. Each of the six guns was drawn by six horses
and the whole of the non-stop series of intricate drills was done at the canter. Guns and
limbers were without springs and had to be skidded and bounced around corners

YOURE MINE, SAID
KING GEORGE VI

WHEN the immaculate mounted soldiers of
The King's Troop, Royal Horse Artillery gallop
into the arena at this year’s tournament, it will
be just a few weeks short of half a century
since King George VI approved their distinc-
tive title.

Formed as the Riding Troop, RHA, at St
John’s Wood, London, in 1946 at the express
wish of the King, their job was to fire salutes on
royal anniversaries and to take part in State
occasions such as Remembrance Sunday and
the Lord Mayor’s Show.

On October 24, 1947, while inspecting the
Riding Troop, the Monarch asked the Superin-
tendent, Maj J A Norman, if the unit would like
to adopt the title “The King's Battery”.

Maj Norman rather cheekily suggested they
might be called “The King's Troop”, to which
King George readily agreed. He is reported to
have said: “All right, so long as it's mine, | don’t
mind what you call it.”

The troop performed its spectacular musical
drive at that year’s Royal Tournament, the first
since the outbreak of the Second World War.

Soldier publicised the occasion in its June,
1947, issue, recording that the show also
included trick motor-cycle rides, RASC driving
displays, naval field gun demonstrations and a

commando cliff raid. Before the war, said Sol-
dier, it was the cavalry regiments which stole
the limelight, but lack of skilled riders and
horses prevented them from entering this first
post-war show. Instead, the Royal Army Vet-
erinary Corps, which controlled all riding
instruction in the Army, entered for the first
time with a trick riding display.

Three hours a week for five months the RAVC
team, dressed as cowboys in the show, prac-
tised their act. Coached by riding instructor Lt
W H CIiff, who had spent 30 years in the Army
and arranged eight Royal Tournaments, the
team of 13 included only three Regulars, the
rest being recruits trained at the RAVC Depot.

Of the horses, only one, Kestrel, had been in
a show of that kind before. Fifteen horses were
chosen out of 200.

All staging and execution was carried out on
a voluntary system. Altogether the 56 previous
Royal Tournaments raised more than
£500,000 for tri-Service charities.

As a result of a request of the late Queen
Alexandra, old war horses who had distin-
guished themselves at Olympia were pen-
sioned off to the Royal Estate at Sandringham.

Winston Churchill did much to revive the
tournament after the First World War.
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_BIG BREW UP
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FROM the immaculate parade
ground at Pirbright to the
streaming deck of a yacht in
the North Atlantic, from the
top of a Welsh mountain to re-
hearsals for the Trooping of the
Colour . . . they were all at it.
Cuppas were downed for all
they were worth to help
SSAFA Forces Help break the
record for the
world’s largest tea
party, currently a
modest 438,552,
Organisers say it
will be mid-July
before they learn
how many cups
were actually drunk
on the day.
SSAFA’s Big
Brew Up enjoyed
the support of the
Service community
all over the globe,
from the Falklands
to a joint RAF-
USAF exercise in
Alaska. The party
extended from
Bosnia to Boston,
Northern Ireland
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Playing his part in the
Big Brew Up was six-
year-old Christopher
Kendall, who enjoyed
the tea party laid on
by HQ 4th/5th Battal-
ion, The Royal Irish
Rangers (Volunteers) tea.
at Portadown

to Rheindahlen, and Cyprus
to Saudi Arabia.

Aim of the game was to raise
£500,000 for the charity which
supports Servicemen and
women and their families.

Mugs in hand, soldiers of
The Parachute Regiment
abseiled down the Hoover
Building in West London to
launch the fun and
mark Tesco Gold
Tea’s sponsorship
of the Big Brew Up.

Sailors taking part
in the BT Global
Challenge Yacht
Race joined in, as
did Scots Guards
rehearsing for the
Queen’s Birthday
Parade on Horse
Guards.

Personnel from
the Brecon-based
Infantry Training
Centre Wales
climbed a moun-
tain in foul weather
to hold a real “high”

-
- %

At Battlesbury

It's what your right arm’s for, lads. Lt Col Johnny Stewart, CO of the 1st Battalion, Scots Guards,
reviews his troops at Pirbright as they prepared to do their duty on Big Brew Up day

y goe
er the top

in T-Day assault

Picture: CS Photography
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Making sure Maj John Underwood’s cup runneth over at Abbey
Wood were Rear Admiral Paul Thomas, Chief of Strategic Systems

CARINGFARMYa

Executive, (left) and SSAFA Forces Help national president Vice
Admiral Sir Barry Wilson. They were hoping to boost the tea con-
sumption in the Avon and Severnside area to 10,000 cuppas

Barracks in Warminster, 500
men of the 2nd Battalion,
The Royal Anglian Regi-
ment lined up to drink an early
morning cuppa under the
direction of RSM Felix Ralph.
Senior ranks gave a brief
demonstration of drinking by
numbers before the barttalion
was called to attention.

As if to the manner born, the
Royal Anglians completed a
synchronised lifting of cups
and drinking on command,
followed by tea-time chit chat.
By charging £1 a cup they were
hoping to raise more than
£500 for the charity.

Main effort in Colchester
Garrison on T-Day was cen-

o

Ex-gunner Sir Harry Secombe and Chelsea Pensioner CSgt John Moran have their tea poured by W02

i

Pen-y-Fan

Lt Col (Retd) Jack Crane, SSAFA Powys branch, and Col Tim
Weeks, Commandant ITC Wales, defy the weather on the
summit of Pen-y-Fan and cut a celebration cake

High tea on

|

(CSM) Mark Brown of the Red Devils parachute display team who dropped in on the Big Brew Up at the
Royal Hospital, Chelsea. Other guests included Prince Michael of Kent and actress Prunella Scales

tred outside the Musket Club,
St Michael’s Estate, where
more than 150 Servicemen
and families enjoyed tea and
buns.

In Germany, more than
16,000 cuppas were served in

55 British military locations.
The event was widely reported
in German media and local
journalists turned up at bar-
racks and airfields to file
reports. The national German
press agency, DPA, issued

three separate up-dates during
the day.

Soldiers from 16 Signal
Regiment set up shop outside
the popular Radio 90.1 station
and took many pledges from
enthusiastic German tea-

MEMBERS of the Powys
branch of SSAFA Forces
Help held a high tea with a
difference when they climb-
ed Pen-y-Fan, the tallest
peak in the Brecon Bea-
cons.

Gurkha soldiers from ITC
Wales provided the muscle
for the event, carrying tent-
age and equipment to the
summit and supplying a
welcome Big Brew for the
hardy souls who made the
ascent. Weather conditions
at the top tested the tough-
est as the tea party-goers
contended with strong
winds, poor visibility and
driving rain.

Because the weather
was so bad, disabled ex-
Servicemen were unable to
be flown to the top of Pen-y-
Fan to join in. But 658
Sqguadron from 7 Regiment
AAC made up for the disap-
pointment by treating them
to a flight over the Brecon
area, after which the party
adjourned to the Storey
Arms in the Brecon Bea-
cons to join SSAFA volun-
teers in a tea and cakes
celebration.

y

drinkers. A Monchengladbach
tea shop supplied a selection of
teas for more than 1,000 cups.

In JHQ Rheindahlen, Maj
Gen Rob McAfee, Comman-
der MND(C), served early
morning tea outside the main
headquarters. By close of play
the HQ’s count was nearing
the 700 mark. RAF Bruggen
got through 600.
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7 3 ~\VJ tJ {3 NORTHERN IRELAND MILITARY POLICE EXERCISE IN GIBRALTAR

NEARLY 100 Territorial Army Royal Military Police found a new beat
on the Rock of Gibraltar when they took part in a Marble Tor exercise.

Based at Holywood, Co Down, the men and women of 254 Provost
Company RMP (V) combined
military skills training and
adventurous sports with the
opportunity to police the Rock
while working with the perma-
nent Joint Service patrols.

It was the first time the
RMPs had been to Gibraltar,
said officer commanding Maj
Mike Glover.

“It was a great lift to morale
and, therefore, efficiency. I've
been told by other

units that a camp
such as this one lives on for up to three
years.
“This is also the only time in the
year that we get to operate as a
formed unit, and it tests our admin,
training and organising. Nothing

happens spontaneously and I
think that it also gives the guys a

much more relaxed social
environment than back at
home in Northern Ireland.”
The military police-

men agreed to take on the
restoration of a recently-
discovered military cem-
etery. Capt George
Spurling, a detective
inspector with Manches-

ter CID, explained: “We

f

Fiirers, o

Above - Capt George Spurling, a Manches-
ter detective inspector, investigates the
entrance to a military graveyard, now part
of Maria Quiros Couto’s garden

Top — Nursery nurse Julie Bailie was nomi-
nated 2iC of a platoon during the exercise
in Gibraltar

decided to do a little bit of research and
discovered that one of the unmarked
graves was of particular interest to the
RMP because it contained the remains of a
provost marshal
named William
Oxlourgh, who died
in 1849.

“Then we found
out he was born in
Ballymena in 1779,
so that sparked
everyone’s interest
because of the Irish
connection.”

As part of the
Military Aid to the
Civil Community
(MACC) task, the company began the
process of clearing weeds and rubbish
from the cemetery, and it hopes that other
RMP units on Marble Tor exercises will
help to restore the masonry.

[ )
Maj Mike Glover, OC
245 Pro Coy

Left — Buswoman'’s holiday: Pauline Furey, a
theatre nurse at the Royal Victoria Hospital,
Belfast, accompanied 254 Pro Coy to Gibral-
tar to cope with minor injuries. She serves
with 204 (Northern Ireland) General Hospital
RAMC (V)
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Nothlng
to do with
Glosters

JOHN Curtis mentions a cross
on Hill 504 in Korea (June 23
issue). This is nothing to do
with the Glosters (my regi-
ment), or indeed any unit of 29
Brigade.

A map of the Kapyong
Battle area will show 504 as the
right flank of 27 Brigade in that
battle (held by 3 RAR).

The origin of this cross
remains a mystery, although
someone must know. — Sam
Mercer, Streatham, London.

Racing certainty

I READ that British single-
handed yachtsman Pete Goss
received a Legion of Honour
for risking his life rescuing
from the high seas a French-
man taking part in the same
race. Well deserved, I am sure.

But why did the Frenchman
get one too for surviving,
which is a natural thing to do,
isn’t it? — Suezvet (name and

address supplied).

Infantry’ sD

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

Dickie is on holiday

rummies:

guardians of tradition

AS the drum major of my bat-
talion, I support the point
made by Cpl McKenna (May
26) about bandsmen wearing
the badge of appointment of
the drum major. -
I spent 12 years in
the Corps of Drums
before my appoint-
ment, carrying out
all forms of ceremo-
nial, mostly to do
with more than 300
years of tradition. A
drum major’s task is
not just to lead a bat-
talion, “drums beat-
ing, Colours flying
and bayonets fixed.”
The Drummie must
be steeped in tradition, dates of
battle honours and so on, so
that they can be carried into
the future with pride.
Bandsmen who wear the
badge of the drum major only
ever lead the band on parades
and do not carry out any of the
other tasks required by the
prestigious drum majors of the

Worn with chevrons:
Drummer badge and,
inset, Household
Division version

Infantry and Household Divi-
sion.

I would be interested in
responses from other drum
majors within the British
Army, especially the
Guards, concerning
bandsmen wearing
the drum badge and
four chevrons.

This letter is not
intended to alienate
bandsmen, but to
emphasise the point
that with hundreds
of years of tradition
behind them, drum
majors are respected
by all ranks for their
knowledge, bearing
and high standards on and off
parade.

Recently I took my Corps of
Drums to Sarajevo to celebrate
the Queen’s Birthday Parade

(a bit of history in the making)
and was interviewed by press
and television reporters who
wanted to know more about
the history of the drum major
and the various items of cere-
monial dress that go with the
appointment — bearskin, mace,
sash and sword to name a few.

I wonder how a bandsman
would have responded to those
questions? — Drum Major R
G Whitworth, 2 RRF,
Gornji Vakuf, Op Lodestar,
BFPO 548.

Service numbers

| HAVE been following the cor-
respondence on service num-
bers with interest and can add
my Own experience.

When | was called up in
March 1940, | was “persuaded”
to join the RAPC and signed up.
| was eventually badged and
given the regimental number of
7669474.

When | joined Western Com-
mand and the British Expedi-
tionary Force pay office | found
myself with chaps from the
RADC, RAMC, RAOC and so
on, whose members had the “7"
starting figure.

| was told that this numbering
was proper to the Regular Army
(pre-war). | retained this number
on transfer to the RASC until
discharge in 1946. When |
rejoined the Reserve | was re-
numbered with a 222555835
serial until discharge from the
TA in late 1965.

| understand the pre-war
recruitment to the RAPC was
opened to Regular soldiers who
had to have a first class Certifi-
cate of Education, and on
acceptance were made corpo-
rals. This explained why | found
the office being run by NCOs
and few privates.

As late as 1942 recruits were
being enlisted for seven years
and promoted to corporal.
Wartime intakes stopped this
recruitment. — J C McCarthy,
Liverpool.

For the record . . .

No RASC
R J Shears asked (For the
Record, May 26) why there was
no mention of the Royal Army
Service Corps in the Collectors’
Series article on the Adjutant
General's Corps.

| have been waiting for some-
one to reply that the RASC
became the Royal Corps of
Transport and is now a compo-
nent of the Royal Logistic Corps.
| hope this clears up the query. —
N H James, Birmingham.

Recruiting for the Legion

IT seems a little odd that vour
immensely improved magazine
should publish a quarter-page
advertisement (May 26) for a
book detailing conditions of
service, and where and how to
join the armed forces of a for-

Soldier welcomes letters for publication from all readers, whatever their status.
Letters must be brief, typed or written clearly and include the correspondent’s
name and address in block capitals, not necessarily for publication. Anony-
mous letters will not be considered. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the
decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to edit for length, clarity or style.

eign power — the French For-
eign Legion — at a time when
millions of pounds of taxpay-
ers’ money are being spent on
recruiting replacements for
the casualties caused by the
economy cuts inflicted on the
British Armed Forces with the
object of saving millions of
pounds of taxpayers’ money. —
Robert Mills, Cologne, Ger-
many.
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How Army
bush medics

won over doubting Dany

WORKING with British soldiers in
remote areas of Kenya has given
Dany Hancock a new outlook on
the Army.

When she learned that her aid
organisation, SAIDIA (Samburu
Aid in Africa) would be involved
with the Army she thought the sol-
diers would be “pompous, authori-
tarian and difficult to talk to and
work with.”

But three weeks in the bush

RAMC from Osnabruck
in  Germany radically
changed her mind. Now
27-year-old Dany, who
had no previous first-
hand experience of the
Services, is a big fan.
She met the military
medics while they were
taking part in Exercise
Sharp Point 97 (see Soldier, June
9), a wide-ranging immunisation

| '5(,

Dany: impre:

with 2 Armoured Field Ambulance programme in support of the

Visit SOLDIER
at The Royal Tournament
15th - 27th July

will have on sale

Wi ideo  Below is a selection
combi €O oy th of souvenirs and
pPresent 5 ff::ﬁd d enter military
soL ER &;'@e draw collectables which
P SOLDIER
\
|

For details of these and other items please
contact SOLDIER on 01252 347352
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Kenyan health depart-
ment.

Much of it took place
in the remote and hostile
province of Samburu,
reached by an uncom-
fortable 14-hour road
i journey from Nairobi.
ssed In an account of her

time with 2 Armd Fd
Amb, Dany describes the team-
work, adaptability, determination
and humour of the characters she
worked with.

“. .. the exercise was tremen-
dously hard work and, at times
when morale got a little low, the
banter and camaraderie of the
men and women came through
and couldn’t fail to improve the sit-
uation. | thoroughly enjoyed being
involved with the project.

“The enthusiasm and profes-
sionalism, particularly of those in
the ranks, has changed my rather
sceptical opinion of the Army. |
hope the unit looks back on Sharp
Point with a sense of pride and
achievement . . . they certainly
earned it.

“There are firm plans for a
fourth Exercise Sharp Point next
year, though a different Army unit
will be involved. If they have any-
thing like the tenacity, determina-
tion and sense of humour of 2
Armoured Field Ambulance they
can't fail to do a good job.”

Double act

A DISTINGUISHED father and
son joined forces in York’s Museum
Gardens for the Royal Salute to
mark the Queen’s official birthday.

Maj Gen Dair Farrar-Hockley,
GOC 2 Division, whose headquar-
ters are in York, was joined by his
father, Gen Sir Anthony Farrar-
Hockley, formerly of The Para-
chute Regiment, who inspected
the King's Division Waterloo Band
and soldiers of 3 RHA who fired
the salute. Father and son also
spoke to Second World War veter-
ans in the crowd.

L0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, July 1947

WAX LEADERS

Monty’s likeness is one of the
most looked at in the military
section at Madam Tussaud’s
Waxworks in London. Others
on show include Fd Marshal
Lord Alanbrooke, Fd Marshal
Lord Jumbo Wilson, Fd Mar-
shal Lord Alexander and Fd
Marshal Lord Wavell. Monty
is the only one depicted in
battledress.

~—3YEARS AGO
From Soldier, July 1972

HEROES OF THEQE2
Capt Robert Williams RAMC
led a team of four Servicemen
who parachuted into mid-
Atlantic to board the QE2,
which had been threatened
with a bomb attack unless a
£135,000 ransom was paid.
The military EOD experts
included SSgt Clifford Oliver,
of 22 SAS, and two Royal
Marines. Grateful passengers
made a collection of £631.40
and US$1,096 for SSAFA.

Tankies

Garrison’s final brush

with

FINISHING touches are
being put to a painting
to mark the final days
of the British Garrison
in Hong Kong.

West Country artist
Anne Came, who was
commissioned to pro-
duce paintings reflect-
ing the Army at work
with the Peace Imple-
mentation Force in
Bosnia, was sent by
the Ministry of Defence
to Hong Kong.

Her painting, fast
taking shape, will draw
on elements from all
three Services. When
finished, it will be sub-
mitted to the MoD for a
decision on whether it
will be turned into a

! ' s

commemorative print.
An observation post
overlooking the border
near Lo Wu appears at the top of the
painting, soldiers of the 1st Battalion,
The Black Watch — last resident infantry
battalion — are beginning to emerge on

Above: Photographs and jottings help as the Hong
Kong painting by Anne Came (inset) takes shape

the canvas, and the Prince of Wales
Building will be prominent. Queen's
Gurkha Signals, REME, RMP and the

RLC's posties will also be featured.

TROOPS from 1 Regiment,

keep itin
the family

BROTHERS, fathers and sons
and troop sergeants . . . they all
gotinto the actata
parade to mark the
end of Phase One
training at ATR
Winchester.

Set to join 1st
Royal Tank Regi-
ment at Paderborn in
Germany is Tpr Paul
Wooley, whose father,
Derek, served 22 years
with the regiment,
ending as RSM.

Completing  the
link was Sgt John
Staley, Paul's troop
sergeant at ATR
Winchester. He
served under Paul's
dad in Germany.

Brothers Stuart and
Scott Carrigan, whose
father is a Royal
Artillery sergeant,
were in the same
intake and will also
join 1 RTR after
more training at
Bovington Camp in e
Dorset. From the top are Derek,
Paul, Sgt Staley, Scott and Stuart.

® COL Derek Bristow, Com-
mandant of Cambridgeshire Army
Cadet Force, has been appointed
a Deputy Lieutenant in the county.

The Duke of Kent and
Defence Secretary George
Robertson attended a meet-
ing of the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission at
its head office in Maiden-
head on June 18 to mark the
80th anniversary of the com-
mission. The Duke has been
President of the organisa-
tion for the past 27 years
and Mr Robertson is its new
chairman.

Brig: B D Wheelwright — To SVC
Adviser Pakistan, June 12.

Colonel: D A Tickner — To HQ
SP Comd (Germany), June 9.

Lt Col: J F J Allen RLC - To
BLO France (Metz), Jan 1; M H
Auchinleck, Scots DG — To HQ
LANDSOUTHEAST, Sept 30; RM
Baker RLC — To DG Log Sp(A),
Aug 18; A W Brown REME - To
ATSA, July 21; G C Cardozo RDG

APPOINTMENTS

— To SACLANTREPEUR, July 7;

Balkans
book is
best seller|

Any ex-APTC instructors living in
the North East (York) Branch
catchment area of Yorkshire,
Northumberland, Durham, Der-
byshire and Nottinghamshire who
have not been contacted by the
corps recently are asked to con-
tact Capt (Retd) Rocky Holling,
Hammersley House, 27 Blenheim
Road, Barnsley S70 6BA (tel
01226 207046).

R M Chisnall, R Anglian - To
PJHQ(UK), Sept 1; M D Eyre
REME - To DGES(A), Sept 21; B
M Gorski RRF — To MoD, Nov 11;
M J Grubb LI - To HQ Inf, Sept 10;
M D Ingram RLC — To ABSDA,
Aug 11; A V Malkin, Para — To
RMAS, July 24; P W Middlemiss
KOSB - To MoD Bonn, Jan 1,
1998; J Mulroy REME - To

Army Air Corps at Gutersloh,
Germany played host to mem-
bers of 202 (Acton) Cadet
Detachment RE. During their
week-long visit the cadets also
called on 2 CS Regiment RLC
and The Royal Green Jackets.

SGT Mick Moore and fellow chefs
from the 2nd Battalion, The Light
Infantry based in Northern Ireland,
cooked up a feast for children from
Cliffton House Special Care
School in Bangor. The Army was
helping out with the Littlewoods
Kids Out Scheme sponsored by
Bangor Rotary Club.

Denis Stephenson is preparing a

brief history of the 17th Field
Squadron, Royal Engineers, 3rd
British Infantry Division, from
June 6, 1944 to May 8, 1945, and
wishes to contact ex-members of
both the squadron and the
brigade. Replies to him at 16
Whitby Avenue, Eston, Middles-
borough TS6 9NH (tel 01642
469264).

DGES(A), July 28; R C B Nutting
LD - To BDLS Canada, Dec 10; D
J Rodger REME — To DHSA, July
28; R P Russell PWRR — To MoD,
Sept 1; D J Ryder AGC - To
AFPAA, June 30; A J Tabor LD —
To CO Cambridge UOTC, July 7.

Retirements

Colonel: C P McMillen, late
RAPC, June 21; A E Thompson,
late R Anglian, June 11.

JULY

15-27: Royal Tournament, Earls
Court. Tickets: 0171 244-0244.
20: Aldershot Military Museum

special events day, from
1.30pm. Details: 01252 314598.
27: Middle Wallop Challenge 97
air show. Tickets: 01980 674421.

SEPTEMBER

6-7: Berwick Military Tattoo, The
Barracks, Berwick-upon-Tweed.
13-15: Military Survey 250th
anniversary, Hermitage.

OCTOBER

7-8: Cyprus Walkabout.

12: Military Historical Society
annual exhibition, National
Army Museum.

24: Isle of Thanet Festival of
Remembrance. Tickets: 01843
292882.

® To include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

Best of
Friends

MEMBERSHIP of the Society of
Friends of the National Army
Museum is not without its privi-
leges. As well as a visit to the
Ceremony of the Keys at the
Tower of London in September,
the friends have been given an
exclusive invitation to the Geor-
gian headquarters of the Hon-
ourable Artillery Company at
Armoury House in the City on the
same evening.

The society strays futher afield
than London . . . it has arranged a
special SOFNAM tour of “Welling-
ton's Spain” — taking in Salaman-
ca, Badajoz, Talavera and
Fuentes de Onoro - in the
autumn.

Details of the society from the
National Army Museum, Royal
Hospital Road, London SW3 4HT.

Royal Anglian Regiment: Annual
reunion at Oakington Barracks,
near Cambridge, July 20. Tickets
from RHQ or regimental associa-
tions.

Brotherhood of Veterans of
Greek Campaign: Reunion at
Clacton on Oct 3-5. Details from E
Horlington, 163 Walton Road,
Walton-on-Naze, Essex CO14
8NE (tel 01255 677178).

Scots Guards: Serving and
former members and families wel-
come to annual regimental gather-
ing at Broomhall, Dunfermline,
Fife, on Sept 7. Details from Neil
Crocket on 01383 721530 or RHQ
on 0171 414 3334.

Tunisia: Reunion visit for veterans
of 1942-43 Tunisian campaign to
include battlefields and cemeter-
ies. Details from Oliver Wright, 1
Denham Close, Maidenhead,
Berks SL6 4RN.
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A national heritage

ALTHOUGH English armies
have been engaged in warlike
operations for many centuries
it is widely accepted that a
regular standing English army
under the control of Parliament
was not created until 1689 and,
with the Act of Union with
Scotland, this became the
British Army in 1707.

It is often not appreciated,

[ Chashiza |

Cheshire Military

Museum

Open 1000 - 1700 all year
except 22 Dec - 2 Jan.

Special Art & Yeomanry
exhibition for 1997.
The Castle, Chester CH1 2DN
Telephone: (01244) 327617
Small charge & disabled access

[ Coramrall ]

DUKE OF CORNWALL'S
LIGHT INFANTRY MUSEUM

The Keep. Bodmin,
Cornwall PL31 1EG.
Tel: 01208 72810

27 years of a proud
County Regiment’s history.
Includes an outstanding military
reference library.

Open: Monday to Friday 0900 - 1700
and Sundays in July and August.

however, that many of the
regiments and corps of the

British Army significantly pre-
date 1689.

There are perhaps three im-
portant features which, taken |
together, distinguish the Brit- |
ish Army from all others. |

It is perhaps a paradox that |

for a nation which is inherently 'g---

peace-loving and has trad—
itionally viewed the existence
of a standing army as a
necessary evil, our Army
has an excellent record.

Although it has lost
a number of battles it
has lost only one war —
the War of American
Independence (1775-
1783). A second more
important feature has
been the geographically
narrow recruitment pat-
tern of the Army. This
has produced a regimental
structure in which reg-
iments are associated
with relatively small geo-
graphical areas, forging
strong ties between
communities and reg-
iments which have
survived two world wars
and which now span many
generations.

been apolitical, although it
has played a political role and
has responded to the demands

- -
The third factor is that the
British Army has traditionally

of the national
interest as per-
ceived by success-
ive parliaments.
Our regimental
and corps mus-
eums are in most
cases to be found
quite properly at
the centre of their
traditional reg-
imental recruiting areas, or
adjacent to the corps training
depot. Their collections reflect
the history and characteristics

of our Army at three broad
levels: army, regimental and
individual.

They demonstrate the

development of the Army, its
weapons, clothing and equip-
ment and the historical back-
ground to its employment
throughout the world over 300
years.
Within that framework are
shown the actions of
one particular reg-
iment or corps, its
triumphs and dis-
asters, its customs
and trophies.

Finally, the
museums show
the individual
contribution;
the courage,
endurance,
pride and
comradeship
of the people of the
town or county who, over
many years, have “gone for
a soldier”.

Objects and archive mat-
erial available to the public
through these museums rep-
resent a national, local and
family heritage that is be-
yond price and, as witness to
the collective and individual
courage and sacrifice of gen-
erations of men and women,
have a memorial role not
found in other types of
museum.

Hampshire

RoyAL HAMPSHIRE
REGIMENT MUSEUM &
MEMORIAL GARDEN

Serle’s House, Southgate Streer,
Winchester, Hampshire SO23 93G.
Telephone: (01962) 863658
Memorabilia of The Royal Hampshire
Regiment from 1702 - 1992,
Open: Mon - Fri (all year except
Christmas/New Year) 1000 - 1230 &
1400 - 1600. Apr - Oct - Sat, Sun &
Bank Holidays 1200 - 1600.

4} devoted to the history of military
nursing from Florence Nightingale
and the Crimea to modem day conflicts
with uniforms, medals, photographs,
diaries, memorabilia. Now fully open in
its modem redesigned location.
Opening times: Mon - Fri: 0900 - 1530
Evenings, weekends, groups by
arrangement.
Keigh Barracks, Ash Vale, Aldershot,
Hants GU12 5RQ
TEL: 01252 340294

@ QARANC MUSEUM

AIRBORNE FORCES
MUSEUM

Browning Barracks
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2BU
Telephone: 01252 349619

See the largest collection of
Airborne weapons and
equipment ever put together.
The story of Airborne Forces
JSfrom their formation in 1940 to
the present day.

Open Mon to Sun 1000 - 1630.
Last admission 1545.
Special group visists can be made by
prior arrangement.
Admission:

Adults £2.50. Children, senior
citizens, serving/ex-members £1.00
Groups by arrangement please.

ALDERSHOT MILITARY MUSEUM

RUSHMOOR LOCAI.&HISTORY GALLERY
Evelyn Woods Road, Queen’s Avenue,
Aldershot GU11 2LG
Tel: 01252 314598

Abounds with stories of great battles,
gallant actions and deeds of bravery.
Here you have a unique opportunity to
witness the daily life of both soldier and
civilian through the past 140 years, as
Aldershot and Farnborough grew up
around the camp. Guns and armoured
vehicles are displayed outside.
Open daily: Mar to Oct 1000 - 1700
Now to Feb 1000 - 1630
Adults £2.00, childrenlOAPs £1.00
Shop, car & coach park.
Group visits by arrangement

The Gurkha
Museum
Peninsula Barracks,
Romsey Road,
Winchester, Hants
VISIT THE GURKHA MUSEUM
With wheelchair access, gift shop,
sound dioramas, tableaux, special
events and friendly and helpful staff.
Tel: 01962 842832
Open: Tues to Sat 10am-5pm
Also Bank Holiday Mondays

RAMC HISTORICAL
MUSEUM

Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, Aldershot,
Hants GUI2 5RQ. Tel: 01252 340212

The museum tells the story of the medical
care of the Army from the formation of
the Standing Army in 1660 until the
present day. Also an ambulance display
and the Corps Memorial Chapel.
Open Mon to Thurs 0530-1600, Fri
0830-1530. W/E & evenings by
arrangement. Groups welcome.
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B &N Vorkshiza | [ Walas |
. THE PRINCESS OF WALES'S “CHARGE!" The Royal Monmouthshire
ROYAL REGIMENT AND T . a1 ad
Q@ e Regimental Museumofthe | | Joval P nEces (VLT
) SE s it =
Open all year 1000 - 1600 winter G 13%/18' Royal =
1000 - 1800 summer ' Hussars (QMO) and Museun.: of the Senior Reserve
Over four centuries of living history, over a The Light Dragoons Regiment of the Army.

200,000 visitors last year. Exhibition
includes:  WWI1  trench  experience:
interactive videos of WW11; medal display
and the story of the Victoria Cross (56
awarded); one of the largest portable Drum
displays in the Army for hire; the story of the
12 forebear regiments of the PWRR.
Entrance fee as per Dover Castle. Entrance to
museum free.

Lancashire |

THE FUSILIERS
REGIMENTAL
MUSEUM
LANCASHIRE

Discover the history of this famous
British Regiment from its foundation in
1688 and its connection with Wolfe,
Wellington and Napoleon.

Open: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday & Saturday 09.30 - 16.30.
Adrmission: Adults £1.00, OAPs & children 50p
Wellington Barracks, Bolton Rd, Bury BLS 2PL
Telephone: 0161 764 2208

15th/19th THE KING'S
ROYAL HUSSARS,
NORTHUMBERLAND
HUSSARS AND THE
LIGHT DRAGOONS

"A Soldier's Life", Newcastle
Discovery, Blandford Square,
Newecastle-Upon-Tyne, NEI 4JA.
Tel: 0191 232 6789

Many other interesting
galleries within the
Museum

Open Mon-Sat 10.00-17.00
& Public Holidays excluding Good
Friday, Christmas Day, Boxing Day
& New Year's Day
Open Sun 14.00-17.00

Also early town defences and
. medieval herb garden.
The collection is housed within
Cannon Hall Museum and Country
Park, Cawthorne, near Barnsley, S
Yorks S75 4AT. Tel: 01226 790 270.

“Charge” gives a synopsis of the
Regiment’s history from 1715 to
the present day and uses the latest
audio visual techniques to depict
life at Camp Balaklava after the
Charge of the Light Brigade. Follow
the story through the Peninsula,
Waterloo, The Crimea, South
Africa, WW1 and WW11, Malaya
and the Regiment of today, The

Apr - Oct — daily 2 - 5pm,
Nov - March — weekends 2 - 4pm at
The Castle, Monmouth NP5 3BS
Tel: 01600 772175 Free entry

SOUTH WALES
BORDERERS MUSEUM

The Barracks, Brecon, Powys LD3 7EB
Telephone: 01874 613310

Light Dragoons. 300 years of history.
Zulu wars.
Opening hours: Large medal collection and armoury.

Tuesday - Saturday: 10.30am - 5.30pm
Sunday: 12 noon - 5pm

Closed Mondays but open Bank Holidays

Closed Good Friday & Christmas period

Open Oct to Mar (weekdays only)
and
Apr to Sept (daily)
0900 - 1300 and 1400 - 1700

Waradekshiea | [

5 STrrey) |

The Royal
Logistic
Corps
Museum

Deepcut, Camberley, Surrey
Tel: 01252 340871

Free admission. Fully accessible to
the disabled with special parking.

SUEEEX |
THE QUEEN'S ROYAL
IRISH HUSSARS MUSEUM

Sussex Combined Services
Museum, The Redoubt
Fortress, Royal Parade,
Eastbourne BN22 7TAQ

Tel: 01323 410300

Open 7 April -7 November 1997,
1000-1730 Admission: Adults £1.80,
family ticket (2+2) £5.00,
under 16/over 60s £1.15
For further information phone:
Major P ] Timmons 0171 414 8782.

NEWHAVEN FORT

Fort Road, Newhaven, E Sussex
BNO9 oDL. Tel: 01273 517622
Restored Victorian fort housing a
military and wartime collection and
D-Day exhibition. The Dieppe raid,
the Sussex Yeomanry and the Royal
Observer Corps.

Open daily 1 April to 29 Seprember
and weekends during March 1030 -
1800.

Admission charge.

THE QUEEN’S OWN
HUSSARS MUSEUM

P Lord Leycester Hospital,
) High Street, Warwick
CV34 4BH.

Tel: 01926 492035
Open: Summer 1000-1700 and
Winter 1000-1730
(Closed Mondays and Christmas Day)
Admission: Adults£2.50,
OAPs/students £1.75 & children £1.25
For further information phone:
Major P ] Timmons 0171 414 8782

| Yorkshire

& GREEN
lﬁ"ﬁ HOWARDS

w MUSEUM

Trinity Church Square.
Richmond, North Yorkshire
Tel: 01748 822133

This famous North Yorkshire
Regiment was founded in 1688 and
its campaigns from 1690 onwards
are illustrated with original
uniforms, gallantry award medals,
Regimental silver and many other
relics, including interactive video of
WW 1 and CD ROM. Also some of
Richmond’s historic plate.

Open daily Apr to Oct 0930 - 1630
(Sundays 1400 - 1630)
Mar, Nov: Mon to Sat
Feb: Mon to Fri 1000 - 1630
Closed Dec & Jan
Admission charge.

To advertise in the next museum

guide, ring 01252 347352

Scotiand |
From
rnesLack warcn | | GENERAL
REGIMENTAL articles and
MUSE
PRIVATE
BALHOUSIE CASTLE, PERTH .
operations
Treasures of the 42nd/73rd
Highland regiments. tO
250 years of British Military History.
Paintings, Silver, Colours, Uniforms. MAJOR
MAY to SEPT - Monday to Saturday
(including Public Holidays) C On C erns :

10am - 4.30pm
(Closed last Saturday of June)

SOLDIER
reaches
ALL
RANKS!

e

I “ARMY LANZAROTE TRIATHLON” i

OCT to APRIL -Monday to Friday
[Oam - 3.30pm.
(Closed 23 Dec - 6 Jan incl)

OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT.
TEL: PERTH (01738) 621281 Ext 8530

Admission Free.
Donations to Museum funds.
CAR PARK

I I wish to enter/receive details of the above event |

I I L TT e s« s e el s eia aipte sels% ‘elainiata oS! ala o 8 aiain vl siare 6 2418 815710 81 sim atp o st minio1® I
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I Return to: Arthur Surch, David Lewis Centre, Alderley l
I Edge, Cheshire SK9 7UD |
Tel: 01565 872613 Fax: 01565 880045
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to the
Gurk
legen

EXTRAORDINARY fighting
skills and courage in battle
have given the Gurkhas a fear-
some reputation.

These disciplined warriors
have won countless decora-
tions for gallantry including 13
VCs. They have also earned
the respect of all other armies,
particularly those at the wrong
end of their kukris.

In the case of the British,
that respect has been mutual
for at least 182 years. In the
war between Britain and Nepal
in 1814-15 each army was so
much in awe of the fighting
qualities of the other that the
two nations became blood
brothers.

Gurkhas have fought and
died for Britain in almost every
major campaign since and have
served in many theatres.

In the Second World War
nearly a quarter-of-a-million
volunteers came down from
the hills of Nepal to lend their
strength to the Allied cam-
paigns against Germany and
the Japanese.

Brig E D (Birdie) Smith,

author of Valour: A History of

the Gurkhas, is well qualified to
write about bravery, especially
in the context of these soldiers.
Although he lost his right arm
in a near-fatal helicopter crash
in Sarawak in the 1960s, he
went on to command the
1/2nd King Edward VII’s Own
Gurkha Rifles in Borneo,

A
u

A soldier of 3 Platoon, A Company, 1st Battalion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles on exercise in the Falklands

Brunei and
Hong Kong.

His descrip-
tion of one bat-
talion’s role in
the Falklands
affair  typifies
the Gurkhas’ legendary repu-
tation. He recalls that before
the 1/7th left to join the task
force pictures appeared in the
national press showing the
men sharpening their kukris
and waving them around men-
acingly.

He writes: “Inevitably it was
not long afterwards that stories
about the ‘wicked Gurkhas’
appeared in the Argentinian
media: the fact that such a rep-
utation was well known in
advance by their adversaries
plaved no small part in the
almost bloodless victory the
1/7th achieved in the Falk-
lands.”

In the event the battalion,

ordered to cap-

ture Mount
William as the
Scots  Guards

took Tumble-
down, was frus-
trated and
disappointed in the “anti-
climax” of the Argentinian sur-
render. They had travelled all
that way without being able to
prove that they could still cut
the mustard.

Acknowledgement that they
could came from the Argen-
tinians themselves.

“One report claimed that
when 300 of their soldiers fled
from the Scots Guards, they
ran into the Gurkhas’ advance
patrols,” Smith writes, “where-
upon they immediately turned
round and ran back to surren-
der to the Scots Guards.”

The heavy programme of
redundancy following Options
for Change hit the Gurkhas as

much as any but with sound
leadership and self-discipline,
they took it well.

Those who served in the old
Indian Gurkha Brigade and in
the post-1947 Brigade of
Gurkhas, the author notes, will
be watching with pride and
anxiety the progress of The
Royal Gurkha Rifles, as well as
the three squadrons integrated
into their respective parent
corps.

“What has not changed,” he
adds, “is the Gurkhas’ attitude
to soldiering and their loyalty
to the British Crown. Their
warcry of ‘Aye Gurkha!’ has
caused terror on many battle-
fields. Their motto, ‘Kaphar
hune bhanda morne ramro’ (It is
better to die than be a coward),
is the reason why this book is
called Valour.”

Brig Smith’s handsome trib-
ute can only add to the Gurkha
legend. - CH

Picture: Mike Weston



| COMPETITION 666 (]

These pictures are from our
Frank Finch  cartoon
archives, Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win a
new book. Circle the differ-
ences in the bottom picture,
cut out the whole panel,
add your name and address
and send to HOAY 666,
Soldier, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot GU11 2DU, by
August 8. Do not include
anything else in your enve-
lope. More than one entry
can be submitted but pho-
tocopies cannot be accept-
ed. The first correct entries
drawn will be the winners.
No correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.

The names of the winner
of the £50 first prize and
two runners-up (awarded
book prizes) will be
announced in the Septem-
ber 1 issue.
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Competition No 663 (June 9 “Escalators” sign; item Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

issue): First correct entry
drawn was from Mrs C Sor-
rell, of Braintree, Essex,
who wins £50. Book prizes
goto runners-up Mr TE
Bell, of Birmingham B32,
and Mr R R Dawson, of

under woman’s arm; pocket
of third man on escalator;
right-hand sleeve button of
clothes assistant on left; tie
of assistant on right; jacket
price, pockets; shirt under
figure 16; cigarettes in

Address

Bristol. packet; shape of biscuit
The ten differences were: packet.
e e o mmmmm oo S mmmmmm e m oo G m = mmmmmmm g
I o i
; Subscribe to |
; SOLDIER -
! The official magazine of the British Army SoLpie® |
| OVERSEAS i
:l One year £23.00 u One year £32.20 Q E
E Two years  £40.00 d Twoyears  £60.00 Qa !
i Send your cheque/PO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to: i
| SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU :
| NAME: |
| ADDRESS: |
| POSTCODE: TEL.:_ |

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
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DISCOUNTED SPORTS SUPPLEMENTS
TO THE ARMED FORCES
Creatine 250;.. - £19.99 (gain up to 10lb in weight)
Whey protein 300g - £4.99 Gaba - £14.99
Tropicana's Peak Force, T-Max, etc - 15% off
Contact with BFPO no for price list:

Orchard Health 29 Main Centre, Derby DE1 2PE
Tel: 01332 360829

VISTA TIES

@ MICHAEL JAY

Over 300 individual Regimental
designs held in stock in Silk
and Polyester.

T{ES

For your own design we offer a
free coloured visual by return.
Printed or woven designs.
Polyester, Silk/Polyester or Silk Cloth.
Minimum order 25 printed ties.

UNIFORMS

MADE TO MEASURE
OR's and Officers Mess Dress
Officers No. 2 Dress
OR's and Officers No.1 Dress
Officers British Warm QOvercoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits
Lounge Suits

48Hr. or 2Week Make up

VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET,

Michael Jay Tailoring
MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA.

5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET
SUFFOLK IP14 5AY
TEL:01379 783 736 FAX:01379 783898

TEL: 01737 645113
FAX: 01737 645892

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE ;‘f
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH

FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME
LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

/AFT ER THE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life

of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions
or whatever your career may be. When
the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture
polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports

FS repl. Medal paign Stars
'WWiII, Br/UN Koreas, Army/RAF GS Medals, GEO VI
& E Il R Period copy bars: PALESTINE, SE ASIA 45-
46, PALESTINE 45-48, MALAYA, CYPRUS, NEAR
EAST, ARABIAN PENINSULA & BRUNEI, Campaign
Service 1962 Medals copy Bars: BORNEO,
RADFAN, SOUTH ARABIA, MALAY PENINSULA &
N. IRELAND. all IGS Medals GEOV & GEOVI,
Jubilee 1935 & 1977, Coronation 1937 & 1953, LS &
GC, MM, MC, GC, GM & GULF WAR MEDALS.

Collectors' Badges & Medals — a speciality. Please
write AIR MAIL for price list with 50p BPO.

Regimental orders for Officers Slip-on Rank
Badges, metal Badges/Titles & Blazer Badges in
wires undertaken against samples.
YOUSAF & CO
10 THE MALL

LAHORE 3, PAKISTAN 54000
DaNs

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR
& BADGES PLUS T-SHIRT &

SWEATSHIRTS

* Ties » Sportsbags
* Golf umbrellas
* Baseball caps
Embroidered garments — Free original 24+
printed sweats and T-shirts, min gty 36
Badges - embroidered — min gty 25
Enamelled — min 100
Blazer badges — min 5
Ties —woven — min 50, printed min 36
Baseball caps min 50
Sports bags min 50
Golf umbrellas min 25
Dunbartonshire

EMOTIFS
G84 0JN

Tel 0143684 2581/2716 Fax: 0143684 2854

Write phone or
fax for colour
brochure to
Kilcreggan,

63

Please send SAE for list o
VANGUARD BADGES
MELLOW END
MARTYRS LANE
WOKING GU21 5NJ

MESS

DRESS

MADE TO
MEASURE

We offer you personal
service and guaranteed
satisfaction.

UK tel: 0113 282 6102
UK fax: 0113 282 1457
BAOR: 05751 15087
BAOR mobile 0171 526
1340

{‘_/‘
s
UNIFORMAL

YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR

Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue,

Rothwell, LEEDS LS26 ONU

: E SUPPLY CURRENT ISSUE "% gk
. INSIGNIA TO UNIT PRI's, REGT. MUSEUMS AND ASSOCIATIONS. B

DUE TO INCREASED DEMAND, WE NOW HAVE A MAILORDER ~ ~
SERVICE AVAILABLE

_ o By % e
to9etOuidex é #¢

7, Regal Mnlltary |
: Tailors

P

et —

’,-(.\#
S

officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

We will send you an 8 oz can with full
instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50
for postage and packing and you will
have enough to do all of your shoes,
belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. |
For larger orders please ring for trade
prices.

SPECIAL OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE

LEATHER LUSTRE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED, (SM).

Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WS11 3PU. Tel: 01543 450064 FaxL 01543 279738,

D BTN B s mam R o A s om AR £ 2 4n ¥ Lomen b om = ame ou's 4 b 6

DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER.

... Boz cans @ £10.50 per can
Total costof cans ............

P&P£2.50 percan ....... .a
TOTAL ENCLOSED ............

Sol 21/07
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€'>  The Hallmark of fine military tailoring <3
A personal handcut tailoring service for Officers and Senior

NCOs.

All uniforms, Mess Dress, suit and blazer requirements are
made to measure and fitted by our craftsmen.

Only regimentally approved materials are used and all work is
carried out on our own premises.

A full range of complementary accessories is offered.
Discount is given on all bulk orders.
Interest free credit.
Contact your personal military tailor:

UK - Tel/Fax: 0113 236 1091

Regal Military Tailoring
3¢ Westfield House, Broad Lane, Leeds LS13 3HA




RANGERS

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL

1= Forces discounts on full Peugeot
Range*

1 Finance at competitive rates

1= A convenient and generous trade-in
facility

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.’s No. 1
EXPORT DEALER

Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write
to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury,
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required).

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK
INAME AND RANK ........ccommemmmnnnnismsmsasesissrsssssmssmasasessnsosnsnsnsssdiissssasstasisnsies
FN 8] B ]S s oo ot e Corrn s e P e S P T L TR ERE T

Part exchange details ............cooeeeeeiiiiiieiiiiense s

QUMY O S8 it st cabesubabrsbasas b anss s b s o St L

tax free for export
or tax paid return to Britain

SCE

UK MAZDA HOTLINE
01367 241225

or write: SCE Ltd PO Box 177 Faringdon Oxon SN7 7TEW

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports

Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
FREEPOST, P.0. BOX 470, BUSHEY, HERTS WD2 1WD
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or Fax: 0181-950 8511)

SOLDIER D8
m
‘

Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental delivery
¥ 323 from £7,539 * MX5 from £10,099
The All New 626 from £10,133
EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR
BFG AND BENELUX
POOL AUTOS

7020 Mons, Belgium
Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (65) 724467

Serving the Services since 1868

Please forward details on:
323[] 6261 MX3[] MX5[] MX6[] Xedos[]
Other Makes [ ..o LHD/RHD

[ 3o
aeivery (W (4

UK Tel.
(01980) 843333

SAAB
CITROEN AUDI

PEUGEOT ROVER
VAUXHALL

| SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Wiltshire, SP9 7BR |

: ADDRESS ..

* Unit
| am interested in
. Part-exchange details
. Country of use

FREEPHONE
INSTANT ACTION

HOTLINE

Germany 0130-8544-96




Jeep
WRANGLER

SCE

JEEPLINE DIRECT
UK: 01367 244344

MINIATURE MEDALS

Return of post Service
Example of prices:-
CB: £32; CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £11;
OBE/MBE/BEM: £9; MSM: £10; LS & GC: £6;
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £8; UN Cyprus: £6;
UN Bosnia: £6; Nato (lfor) medal with clasp
Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM:
£6; S/Atlantic + rosette: £6; GSM G.VI.R. with
clasp: £7; GSM/CSM with clasp: £6; Gulf Medal
with clasp: £6; Second War Stars: £2 each;
Defence/War Medals: £4 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.I.Y. mounting: 1 space - £1;
2-£1.10;3-£1.20;4-£1.30;5-£1.40;6 - £1.50;
7-£1.60;8-£1.80; 9-£2.00; 10 - £2.20.
plus 17.5% V.A.T. and £1 postage
® 7-day medal mounting service for
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary' and
‘court’ style.
® Full-size medals supplied
® Wire Blazer Badges ® Mess Kit Badges
® Display cases, medal ribban, mounting
bars, ribbon bars etc.

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and
delivery guaranteed.

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
Medal Specialists
(26p stamp appreciated):
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM)
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE,
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (01455) 239262 D7

PRO-BOOTS

Latest issue Goretex severe
weather boots, Speed lace.
Waterproof. Durable.
Breathable.

only offer.
RRP £150.00

£100.00

Special onci

CHRYSLER
VOYAGER

SCE

HOTLINE DIREC

UK: 01367 244344

CHRYS

NEON
SCE

HOTLINE DIRECT
UK: 01367 244344

LER Jeep

CHEROKEE
SCE

JEEPLINE DIRECT

UK: 01367 244344

CARICATURES
.. . byReF

e Mess.
Ask for nmp!es and prices

e
== &
42 L SR -SPOT

Quick fun caricatures
at your gvent

Over 40 Mess Cartoons to date

GET THE BEST

0181- 441 6607

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.
S.A.E. for price list.

Lancashire Embroidery & Insignia Ltd,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

“Cold cast bronze”

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “cold
cast bronze” figurines, car grill
badges and tankards to suit your
needs.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or S A.E.
for Brochure.

PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511.

Fax: (01474) 537166.

advertisement or for any

The publishers of SOLDIER Magazine cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any

their own enquiries and seek appropriate commercial, legal and financial advice before sending
any money or entering into any legally binding agreement.

NOTICE TO READERS

losses suffered as a result. Readers are strongly recommended to make

HI-TEC Magnum leather /
cordura lightweight combat
boots, ideal for tactical use.
Magnum Boots £40.00
Magnum Sympatex
100% wiproof £70.00
Magnum All Leather
)y £50.00

Army Issue
Assault Boots
New £48.00

Goretex Army

Severe \\mmu Thmxulm;
Vibi

Goretex.

Issue Boot Liners.
(Mid calf length)
New £20,00
Army Issue 80%
£3.99]

wool socks

PLCE Bergen
125 litre. Side
pouches make a
35 litre day patrol
pack. Cordura
outer, lightweight
and durable.
Only £160.00
Just in - Larevf DPM Assault Patrol
Pack 50 litre - £75.00
Berghaus Vulcan £175
Berghaus Atlas £175

Berghaus Munro
£64.99

Soldier ‘95 I)P\1 Tactical Ops. Assault vest
- 8 pouches, 2
storage
pockets,
holster, | size
fully adjustable
mesh vest,
quick release
fastening front.

Built to last.
NEW £125.00
Only avarlabn'e from Silverman’s

storage area.

(IEIIH n l\sue 3 ammo, 2.
Main body of rig is a large
Built to last.

CWC are genui
Military Issue &
offer a two year

guarantee,

T |
General service General service
with date £89.00 £75.00

All watches complete with Genuine

»

DPM £49.99

Bﬁ@o

Stay warm and
comfortable.
Buffalo
Special 6
Shirts: £84.99

Olive or Black

Genuine SAS, |

Soldier 95 Ripstop DPM
trousers Latest Issue £39.99

The
Merlin

sma

Full range of SnugPak
Issue sleeping bags avail

Military Issue Bivvy Bags also in stock.

Softie 3
| sleeping
Insulates down to zero
degrees.
1. £59.99

Military straps

Wy,
=T o
’F'@i.‘\

r bag.,

Packs very

Special Boat
Service 300m
Water Resistant
£199.00

Pilots Chronograph
Quartz - £220.00
(Also available with

Mechanical movement

and Milirary
able. Goretex

TEL: 0171 7 9009 0 FAX: 0171 791 0008 EMAIL:silmail@aol.com

PHONE, FAX OR EMAIL FOR FREE CA

36

S LTD(soL) 2 HARFORD STREET, MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS

OGUE P&P £2.99 ANY SIZE ORDER OVER 50 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE SERVICES




> O LD TERsM

CENTRAL VOLUNTEER =y e HEADQUARTERS RA
&%}\_ RA SPECIALIST POOL
ary BETTER JOB - LOWER COMMITMENT e

CVHQ RA seeks ex-Regular and TA personnel, male and female, for employment as
SSGT WATCHKEEPERS, TA OPERATOR ARTILLERY INTELLIGENCE,
METEOROLOGICAL OPERATOR, RAPIER AIR DEFENCE OPERATOR and
COMMAND POST ASSISTANT (BATES) in the expanding RA Specialist Pool (V).
Minimum commitment (19 days), good pay and tax free annual bounty
(current maximum £950).
For further information contact:
Maj M | Weston RA (V), RA Barracks, Woolwich, London SE18 4BB.

Tel: 0181-781 3422/3419.

r D
C \ 2 - for Military
S personnel

Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service.

LTel.’Fax 01752 - 344842 (24 s ]

CASH’S NAME TAPES
For marking children’s clothing

Mailed in 28 days from receipt.
3 doz (same name) £6.60
6 doz (same name) £7.30
12 doz (same name) £9.10
State RED/BLACK/BLUE/GREEN
Please enclose Cheque/PO
payable to Boddingtons.
Boddington’s Name Tapes
‘Doodles’, Cannons Lane
Hatfield Broad Oak
Bishop’s Stortford,
Herts CM22 7HX

Professionally prepared. Compelling styles
Quality content. Impeccable presentation

Laser printing. Free client CV storage.

CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,
Updates, Application Letters, etc.

SERVICE - CV

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ

D5

NEED A cv? C.V. EXPRESS
For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs

B73 6PA Mr MacDonald
0121-355 2187 3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull,

S ERVICES“ East Yorkshire HU6 9UA

Tel/Fax: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days a week)

Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & Master
Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services, over
2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different Media

(Established 1981) Presentation types available. Complete package
Forces Dept providing Unbeatable Quality
an?:nagzlgzzLd For an Information Pack
Weet M\d\andsl please Phone or Write to:

An exciting opportunity to run your own

business in quality food retailing ...

Elegant Cuisine is an established business
retailing gourmet frozen foods with delivery -
direct to the customer’s door. We’re looking for
highly motivated people to join our franchise
operation with exclusive territories available
through the UK. s

For details call Elegant Cuisine now:
Tel: 01743 465533
Head Office: Unit C5 Greenwood Court
Cartmel Drive, Shrewsbury SY1 3TB.

ENGRAVING

Service Available

_ GLOSSOP TROPHIES

(?.\"Manuiaclure Pewter Tankards, Trophies, Goblets and
| Hip Flasks

#Tankards engraved with Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT
i SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE
k TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377

~ GLOSSOPS TROPHIES, 86 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE

1 MICROQUIZ

Computer Software for sale:

‘Question Master’
Store, edit, save and print questions. Produce computer
generated tests. Ideal revision tool on Screen or Paper (MCQ
or SAQ) tests/ansWers/qUizzes. . . ... ...ovuiieeinns £6.50

*35mm Slide service’
MicroQuiz can convert computer slide shows to
35mm photographic slides at realistic prices

Call: 01909 479603
MicroQuiz, 35 Shrewsbury Rd, Worksop, Notts, S80 2PA |

T-SHIRTS
POLOSHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
RUGBYSHIRTS
DRILL TOPS £22

FROM TEES TOTAL BY MAIL ORDER ONLY A RANGE
OF EMBROIDERED GARMENTS WITH BRITISH FORCES

SFOR BADGE, NATO FLAG,
UNION JACK (UJ),
SCOTTISH FLAG (SC),
WELSH FLAG (WELSH),
NO EMBLEM (NE).

SHIRT COLOURS AVAILABLE:-
T-SHIRTS (WHITE,OLIVE,NAVY)
POLOSHIRTS (OLIVE , NAVY)

SWEATSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAVY)

=
@"‘S‘ Sg,

ol
~oeN

£9.50 | g343:

(on orders of more than 20 garments)

)
£22.50 e N@;ﬁ S
)

€29 50 T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS,
POLOSHIRTS AND CAPS,

HUNDREDS
LETTERING & A CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING EMBLEMS. FIVY:1-TeY[513:13>)
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE
TO H.M. FORCES

OF

RETURN YOUR ORDER FORM ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO TEES TOTAL, 153 HIGH STREET,
WOOTTON BASSETT , SWINDON , WILTSHIRE SN4 7AB. PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES / POSTAL
ORDERS PAYABLE TO TEES TOTAL. ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY.

FILL IN YOUR ADDRESS DETAILS BELOW OR IF YOU WISH TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD ( ACCESS,
VISA, MASTERCARD,EUROCARD ) PLEASE COMPLETE IN FULL.

PRINTED or Ewxbrocderes.

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN p € ¢
* T-SHIRTS o "I

W3S * SWEATSHIRTS 7
| * POLOSHIRTS f%

.".
w

3

3
 ~ SWEATERS -~ CAPS
. For FREE colour brochure from
the U.K's leading supplier to
” H.M. Forces contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett, o
Swindon, Wilts SN4 7AB /
TEL:(01793) 849888

FAX:(01793) 849890 ¥

RUGBY SHIRTS (BOTTLE,NAVY)

A
o, Rc?fc’
DRILL TOPS (BOTTLE, NAVY)

SIZES:- MEDIUM (36-38) , LARGE (40) , EX-LARGE (42-44)
EX-EX-LARGE (46) BUT N/A IN OLIVE POLOS & SWEATS.

GARMENT
TYPE

COLOUR SIZE EMBLEM COSsT

CARDHOLDERS FULL NAME (Please Print) @ .....ccoocvnininne
DELIVERY / CREDIT CARD BILLING ADDRESS ......cocccinniinimmmanmmmmnmsserisssmissiesssssmassnssss

e aieece) [0 LIRS B B

N A B R M = e e e e aeee

CARD ISSUE No. (Where more than one person is authorised to use card) ..........c.cooeciiiniien

ey 1 o L | B e P ety

TOTAL COST

ALL PRICES INCLUDE P & P,

| AUTHORISE TEES TOTAL TO DEBIT MY CARD AS PAYMENT FOR MY ORDER TO THE VALUE OF £. ...

CARDHOLDERS SIGNATURE ..ot sssrsncsssssrssssens DATE ..
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THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,

Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Fax/Telephone 01706 846648 .,

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR
TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS

SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS
BASEBALL CAPS TIES
AND MUCH MORE

FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vemnon Place Northern Court
Basford Nottingham NGé ODE
Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469
U Exclusive HAND CUT

TAILORING

Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS ;
INCLUDES offer

H 14 day Make or
B 48 hr EXPRESS N
® Lowest prices Y
ﬂ Best fit

¥ Highest quality

& Best payment terms
Local agent to measure in most areas

Te01379 783 736 Fax.01379 783 698 |

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 SAY

(@ o YSIA
_ @ SPORTS

»"L’
Ao L

MICHAEL JAY

@ English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi-coloured
designs

@® Embroidered

V-neck jumpers

also many other items
VISTA SRORTSLTD.
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,
Surrey RH1 3EA
Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,

Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 8SU
Telephone: 0181-523 3283 -
Fax: 0181-531 7298
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[ Pai Pals ]

REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the
envelope. Your envelope must be no
larger than 8" x 4" and should contain
only a letter plus a photograph if
requested. Replies received more than
three months after the cover date and
large, heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN
PAL. Please send for details
enclosing a stamped self-
addressed envelope to: Soldier
Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Angelina, 23, 5°4”, black, slim and
attractive with GSOH. Enjoys pubs,
clubbing and bingo. Seeking male pen
pals aged 21-27 with similar interests
ALA. P029 15597

Diane, 32, 5’3”, a blue-eyed blonde
who enjoys meeting people, going out,
having fun, swimming, dancing and
motor sports. Seeking male pen pals
with GSOH and a caring personality.
P030 15507
Emma, 18, 5’°3”, with fair hair and
brown eyes. Enjoys ‘beasting’ herself at
the gym, music and cocktails. Seeking
reliable male pen pals of any age. P031

15/97

Brunette, 37, 5°3”, intellectually
challenged graduate with GSOH.
Enjoys sport (armchair viewing!),
birds, animals, music, gardens and
current affairs. No children or ex-
husbands. Seeking male pen pals of any
age. P032 15097

Kate, 37, 5’7, with brown hair and
eyes. A single mum who enjoys travel,
music and socialising. Seeking male
pen pals aged 35 to 45. P033 1597

Kelly, 21, 5°7”, blonde with brown
eyes. Enjoys clubbing, fitness, new
challenges and most sports. Seeking
male pen pals aged 20 - 30. Scottish
regiment preferred. P034, 1597

Classy blonde - curvy with GSOH,
attractive and loveable, in her late
thirties. Would like to write/meet a
tall, sincere man in uniform for
friendship and romance. Write soon.
P035. 1597

Hannah, 17, 5’4", blonde. Enjoys
going out with friends and the cinema.
Seeking male pen pals aged 18-25.
P036| 1597
Adam, 20, 6’, with brown hair and
blue eyes. Enjoys most sports and
going to pubs and clubs. Presently in
Bosnia. Seeking female pen pals aged

18-25. P037 15197
Elaine, 28, 5’7”, a nurse with brown
hair and eyes. Enjoys driving,

camping, swimming, writing, football,
hiking, discos, and 60’s music. Seeking
male pen pals aged 25 - 40. P038 154
Bubbly, 44 year old, good socialiser,
wicked sense of humour, enjoys
theatre/cinema, music, reading and
walking the dog! In need of some male

companionship. Seeks male pen pals
35-50. P039 1507
[ BOOIE |

Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria
CA10 3HB. Tel: 01931 715253 2507

A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Bartle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info on
SAS0/LSW, Tests and APWTs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines,
MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft Recog-
nition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price
£7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO). Trade
terms on application. Available from
selected Naafi Branches, Bookshops
or direct from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA. Tel/fax: 01964 542878. T'C

MILITARY
ACCOUNT BOOKS

Wellington series available from stock
G SHEPHERD
(PORTSMOUTH) LTD
Ridgeway House, Unicorn Road,
Portsmouth.

Tel: 01705 820635
Fax: 01705 824386
Also manufacturers of book specials to order

Second-hand bookshop
books on all subjects, especially
military history and politics. We
collect! TYLON BOOKS, Merton
Abbey Mills, Merantum Way,
London SW19 2RD. Tel: 0181 540
4371. EOl

| Business ©pps |
LAW ENFORCEMENT BODY-
GUARDS ASSOCIATION INTER-
NATTONAL: College accredited courses
including home study courses. Also
quarterly magazine title “Bodyguards”
£3.00 per issue. For more information

contact David Sea-Borne Tel/fax:
01284 700565 or mobile 0850 453824.

requires

YOUR OWN TELECOMS
BUSINESS. P/T or F/T. Repeating
monthly income. Guarantees success.
Potential fully explained in free pack.
Freecall 0500 124 200. 1697

| [GATS,

Absolutely urgent. Wanted — LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer,
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm seven days). T/

Gars Wamdael |

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823, Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm) seven days. TC

(For Sala |
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British

Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia

and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.

Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Swreet, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£9.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £17.50. riC
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

A . o e i 55 e S5 40 S 4 om0 888 At s e

(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

ADDRESS ... oo S RO e
CLASSIFICATION ..........ooovoooooo oo Postcode.........................

1 2 3 4 5

6 T 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 T 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
COST: 35p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £7.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []

WORDS AT 35p
X INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5%
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

]

]
Mo N

[Payable to SOLDIER)
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

Send to:

CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GU11 2DU




Nato medal with clasp, former
Yugoslavia. Full size £18.85 (UK),
£16.25 (BFPO). Miniature £9.80
(UK) £8.50 (BFPO). Post paid.
Miniature Medals, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics, LE10 2HP. 1er
Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
for list to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks. 2507
A TITLE! WHY NOT? Unashamedly
affordable eliism, A unique
gift/presentation idea. Free details: Survival,
Durn Cottage, Scotscalder, Scotland
KW12 6X]. 2007
World-Wide  Parachute Wings
Catalogue listing wings to over 60
countries. Send [£1.00 to: Mike
Lapworth, 26 Southdown Road, Bristol
BS9 3NL. EO1
British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 25097
Military Insignia British and
Colonial, Victorian to date. No re-
strikes, 50p for 32-page listing.
Shotton, 7 Peak Road, Clanfield,
Hants. EO!
Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in
resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for
information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382, 25197
Military and Police postcards.
Scots, Guards, Infantry, Gurkhas, etc.

SAE for details: Geoff White,
Rushmoor Lane, Blackwell, Bristol
BS19 3JA. 1497
British and overseas military

badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (8), 18 Castle
Street, Dover CT16 1PW.

Military, sports, coronauon,
police, school, masonic and
miscellaneous medals and badges.
Send 2x26p stamps for list: 18
Hollybank Road, Birkenhead,
Merseyside 141 2SY.
Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts.

Genuine British Commonwealth
cap/collar badges, metal, cloth, s/titles,
division trade, badges, monthly lists.
50p single list, £5 twelve lists. E Kelk,
Sweechgate  Cottages, Broadoak,
Canterbury, CT2 ORA. 13107
Military postcards. Mostly pre-
1914. Uniforms, mascots, colours,
bands, parades, etc. SAE to: White’s
Postcards, 19 Rushmoor Lane,
Backwell, Bristol BS19 3BN. 18197
For quality hand-embroidered wire
and silk thread badges, emblems,
crests and pennants send design or
pattern for return of sample and
quotation to: “Kalsara International”,
PO Box 1034, Sialkot, Pakistan 51310

24/97

Largest manufacturers and
exporters of  hand-embroidered
bullion badges for Army, Navy, Air
Force, Police, schools, colleges, clubs,
etc. Flags, banners, sashes, coats-of-
arms, family crests and all military
accoutrements. Also leather gloves,
footballs, track suits. Contact: ] Arthur
(PVT) Ltd, PO Box 301, Sialkot
51310, Pakistan. Fax: 92 432 588605,

French Foreign Legion I stock UK’s
best selection. Beret badges, wings, fob
badges, rank insignia, medals,
certificates, promotion badges,
qualifications, kepis, berets, ties, belts,
lanyards and full uniforms. I also hold a
continually changing selection of
genuine Indo-China era fob badges and
new or 1997 excellent craftsman made
metal busts (five different), key rings, tie
pins and CDs. Fully illustrated
catalogue £2.00. Mike Lapworth (s), 26
Southdown Road, Bristol BS9 3NL.xo

Quality makers of British Army, Air
Forces and Navy badges, regimental
banners, uniform accessories, Scottish
clan crests and military badges.
Bagpipes, practice chanters and band
uniform accessories. Please ask for free
catalogue: Topflyz Industries, 21/414

Majidpura, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax
0092 432 588547. 1597
Military Badges good selection,
reasonable prices. SAE for list:

Brindle, 2 Short Road, Smethwick,
West Midlands B67 6INJ. EOI

Fulll miniature size medals,
mounted for wear or display. Send for
full list of new miniature medals,
ribbon emblems, brooches, ribbon
bars, clasps, etc. and medal mounting
costs. Access/Visa welcome. SAE
appreciated. Worcestershire Medal
Services, Hereford House, 147 -149
Golden Cross Lane, Catshill,
Bromsgrove B61 OJZ. Tel: 01527
835375. EOI
Military uniforms in cross-stitch,
Kits from £7.00. Commissions gladly
undertaken. Middlemarch Designs.
The Mill House, Chatton Alnwick,
Northumberland NE66 5RA. Tel:
01668 215465.

LIMITED EDITION PRINTS
AVAILABLE: Royal Marines Land
San Carlos, Mess Meeting Wadi
Tubal, OPP GRAPPLE, Bosnia -
signed by D. Rowlands £42.00 incl
P+P. Send £2.00 for lists to: S
Lebiham, 50 Singleton Close, London

FREE BOOK CATALOGUE -
Military, shooting, fieldcraft, outdoor
survival, martial arts and much more.
Send to: Outdoorsman’s Bookstore,
Unit 27, Monument Industrial Park,
Chalgrove, Oxon 0OX44 T7TRW or
phone: 01865 400256. EO1

| HGIdayE] |

Blackpool self catering flats, Off
promenade or rural, luxury bed and
breakfast. All with private facilities.
Tel: 01253 696145.

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

JUNE 28, 1997

JUNE 21, 1997

First (460 runs, £2,500): SSgt WE
Dorman, 9 R Irish, BFPO 808.
Second (445 runs, £1,250): Sgt CR

Allen, Petroleum Centre, West Moors.

Third (443 runs, £750): Sgt EG Newton, 1
A & SH, Edinburgh

Fourth (438 runs, £500):
Knight, 16 Regt RA, Woolwich.

Fifth (437 runs, £400): Sgt A Whinnett
HQ AFCENT, BFPO 28

Sixth (436 runs, £300): Maj THJ Wordsworth,
HQ 1 (UK) Armd Div, BFPO 15.

Seventh (430 runs, £200): Maj T
Caithness, HQ Episkopi Garrison, BFPO 53.

Eighth (420 runs, £100): SSgt T Brand, 35
Signal Regt (V), Sutton Coldfield.

w02 Cw

First (362 runs, £2,500):: Cpl S
Thompson, 1 Regt AAC BFPO 36.

Second (359 runs, £1,250):
Tate, 21 Engr Regt, BFPO 36.

Third (342 runs, £750): Cpl W Bragger
RAC Centre, Bovington.

Fourth (332 runs, £500): Sgt RJA
Peacock, 1KOSB, Edinburgh.

Fifth (331 runs, £400):
Marshall, 1 D and D, BFPQ 22.

Sixth (315 runs, £300): Maj DT Jack,
1 KOSB/Edinburgh.

Seventh (314 runs, £200): Sgt WB
Gray, 1 A & SH, Edinburgh.

Eighth (312 runs, £100): SSgt M Jolly,
1(UK) ADSR, BFPO 15.

Capt J

wo2 CA

DELIGHTFUL

BLACKPOOL HOTEL
m Prime Location
Run by ex-Serviceman
Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holid
breaks and functions. Prices include
English breakfost and five course EVaning

Holmhurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenue,
Blackpool Central

Telephono. 01253 25977
Propriefor: Tony Salvin

Torquay, GLENROY HOTEL
comfortable, licensed, ex-Forces run
hotel. Excellent home cooking.
Friendly atmosphere. All rooms colour
TVs, tea making facilites, cosy bar with
Sky TV. Telephone:01803 299255. 1697

ISTrance N

House Contents, Kit, MSQ and
Building Insurance. Tel: 0800
626604 (Freephone). Household and

general, Freepost SE8601,
Beckenham, BR3 4BR. Overseas
callers dial UK code then

1816582549. We can call you back. 207

NOTICE
TO READERS

The publishers of SOLDIER
Magazine cannot accept
responsibility for the accuracy of
any advertisement or for any
losses suffered as a result.
Readers are strongly
recommended to make their own
enquiries and seek appropriate
commercial, legal and financial
advice before sending any money
or entering into any legally
binding agreement.

[ Fousalsts

GREENFIELD PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Our Company offers many years of
Letting & Management experience.
Professional & Courteous Service. Low
rates.

A STRAIGHT FORWARD
INDIVIDUAL SERVICE WITH NO
HIDDEN COSTS BY STAFF WHO

CARE FOR YOUR HOME.

* Houses urgently required in Sussex,
Surrey & Kent %

'PHONE OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE:
GREENFIELD HOUSE,
DOWLANDS LANE, COPTHORNE,
WEST SUSSEX RH10 3HX.
Tel/Fax: 01342 718671 (24 hrs)

| Wanhted) ]

WANTED - EXPERIENCED
CHEFS Pastry chefs required for
permanent and temporary positions
throughout the UK. Temporary
positions £6 - £7 per hour plus free
accommodation. Permanent positions
£10k - £20k. Send CV or telephone for
info: Leeway Recruitment, 17 Queen
Street, Oldham, Lancs OL1 1RD. Tel:
0161 633 0838 Fax: 0161 633 3049.

WANTED - THE THISTLE (Royal
Scots Journal), 1920°s and 1930%.
Also wanted - Household Brigade
Journals, 1947-1959. J Simpson, 12
Heatham Park, Twickenham TW2 7SF.

1507

WANTED - Early ‘Soldier’ 1948,
1949, 1951, 1953. Windmill Cottage,
Hookerton Road, Upton Newark. Tel:
01636 814890. FOl

Private Medal Collector wishes to
buy medal groups (not single medals)
To RAOC. Special interest in Korean
and Falkland medal groups. Tel: 01656
661429

E:Q.\{
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'VOLLEYBALL

A ROUND-UP OF WHAT IS IN THE WIND FOR ARMY SAILING MODERN PENTATHLON CRICKET ATHLETICS

ARMY volleyball will be the
poorer when two stalwarts of
the game, WO2 Dave Williams
and SSgt Dave Corbin, eventu-
ally hang up their boots.

With a trunkful of represen-
tative honours between them,
the two men are now nearing
the end of their Army careers,
a milestone which was recog-
nised when the Crown Ser-
vices Volleyball Association
made special awards to them
to mark ten years of commit-
ment to the game.

Williams and Corbin started
playing volleyball for their reg-

Lancers, in 1982, since when
they have won five Army inter-
unit medals, eight BAOR
championship medals, and 13
divisional or district medals.

Selected for the Army in
1986, they collected 300 caps
between them, competing in
the English National League
for the Army under the guise
of the Warriors. They were in
the side which won the Nation-
al Division 4 title in 1995.

“That was a highlight of my
career,” recalls WO2 Williams.
“We had been in Division 4 for
years and thought we would
never get out of it.”

The Warriors have retained
their place in Div 3 with the
support of the two Lancers.

In 1989, the first year of
Combined Services volleyball,
both players were chosen for
the squad, with Corbin serv-

WO2 Dave Williams (left) and SSgt Dave Corbin

Net calling

9th/12th Royal an old net, or

~

ing the first ball in a competi-
tive CS match. Williams has
been the only Army player to
be consistently selected for
the Services, picking up 18
representative caps on the
way.

Both men were introduced
to the sport after they joined
the Army, and find it “travels”
well. In 1987, the 9/12th was
posted to Cyprus, where they
patrolled the Green Line in
Ferret armoured cars.

“We would stop at an out-
post for a drink and a rest, and
we'd get a volleyball game

just a line on the ground,” said
Williams.

He is Training WO for the
Royal Yeomanry at the Duke of
York’'s HQ, London; Corbin
works in the recruiting office
at Charing Cross. Both are due
to complete 22 years in the
Army in the next 18 months.

They play for a club in Dul-
wich and are involved with
coaching. Both make a point
of attending Army volleyball
events to look out for emerg-
ing talent. If they spot a likely
player, he is put in contact with
a civilian club and invited to
Army training programmes.

Retirement from the Army
will not cut WO2 Williams’s
links with the sport. He will be
settling in the Bedford area
and has already put a marker
down with the National League
outfit at Milton Keynes.

As part of a publicity drive ini-
tiated by Army Sailing
Association Vice Commodore,
Maj Gen Peter Besgrove, who
recently handed over the helm
to Brig Robert Gordon, this
feature is the first of an occa-
sional series on Army sailing
activities.

THE ARMY Sailing Associa-
tion (ASA) was formed in
1947 to co-ordinate sailing as
a sport in the Army and repre-
sent the interests of Army sail-
ing at Service and national
levels.

A confederation of individ-
ual members and indepen-
dent clubs, the ASA promotes
the interests of Army sailing of
all disciplines. It will put spe-
cial effort into nurturing new
clubs, where appropriate,
when they first form.

Underpinning all this is the
responsibility the assocation
has to the Army Board to act
as the regulating authority of
an Army activity undertaken
by serving soldiers.

The offshore element of
the ASA is active in providing
adventurous sail training to
any soldier who wants to give
the sport a try. It uses a Sigma
38 yacht, Redcoar III, which
has had significant racing suc-
cesses since its purchase more

and intermediate sailor.

British Army (Germany) wind- Ultramate de"ght

surfers were delighted when Ultra Sports UK handed over much-
needed new equipment to BA (G) Sport Board president Col lan Jones.

Perfect for intermediate and advanced sailors, the new equipment,
bought from donations, including a substantial one from the Nuffield |
Trust, will supplement existing equipment more geared to the beginner

Available at the club for use by all windsurfers in Germany, some of

| it will also be used by the team for this season's race campaign, which

will see them competing in international events in Holland, Belgium,
France, England and Poland, as well as local events in Germany.

than two years ago. Other
benefits include the award of
Royal Yachting Association
qualifications, which are also
military qualifications.

Corps and regimental
vachts provide an excellent
facility to get into the sport:
unit sailing officers will have
details. Also, the Joint Ser-
vices Adventurous Sail Train-
ing Centre in Gosport plays a
considerable part.

Traditionally, the ASA
dinghy sailing season starts at
Easter, when the weather is
beginning to warm up. The
Army dinghy team is based on
a squad system, with mem-
bers training and racing
throughout the winter.

Six members of the squad
took part in the southern area
qualifier of the UK dinghy
team racing championships
and were knocked out in the
semi-finals by the winners,
who included two Olympic
medal-winners.

Windsurfing events are
usually held at Portland.

Sailing is taken seriously in
the Army, says Capt (Retd)
Alan Healey, secretary of the
ASA, and is an excellent way
to give soldiers experience in
leadership and discipline.

“It is a great form of adven-

Sails pitch

ture training. You get a soldier
out at sea on one of the big
vachts or a dinghy and he or
she has a lot of fun. But they
also have to be aware of the
dangers, and that is good train-
ing for their day job.

“We have more soldiers
wanting to sail than we have
boats at the moment. But they
are well catered for, each corps
has its own yacht and there are
many Army sailing clubs with
dinghies and windsurfers to
learn on.”

He can be contacted on
Aldershot Mil (722) 3572.

STOP PRESS: The Army
took the honours during a dra-
matic Services Offshore Regat-
ta. Story in the next issue.

Fun, b

SAILING is easy, as everyone
knows. Blazer and white
trousers, a cooling drink at
hand . .. In real life, and at the
Adventurous Training Centre
(Kiel) in Germany, it is not
exactly like that, writes Tony
Clatworthy.

The experience of offshore
sailing should be on every mil-
itary person’s list of things to
do. Being aboard a small yacht
during bad weather, able to
live in close quarters with
others, making decisions that
will affect all aboard, produc-
ing a hot meal in less than ideal
conditions and being able to
smile after getting soaked are
all part of the game.

But it is not all doom and
gloom: there’s more to a
course at ASTC(K) than

wooden yachts, cross-tacking in the Kiel Fjord

meets the eye. Participants can
be sure of modern, fully-
equipped and well-maintained
vachts, ideal for learning to sail
or improving their skills. Expe-
rienced instructors make full
use of modern teaching tech-
niques.

Best of all, a course at the
centre could be a passport into
one of the fastest-growing
sports. One Kiel student
found himself in the Southern
Ocean taking part in the BT
Global Challenge.

Situated on the Baltic coast,
ASTC (K) is the centre of
excellence for all offshore sail-
ing by members of British
Forces Germany and UK-
based units. Recognised as a
Roval Yachting Association
(RYA) sea school, it offers a

ut no holiday, in Baltic

comprehensive range of RYA
practical and shore-based
courses. A wide selection of
one-day courses in diesel
engine maintenance and sea
survival are available.

The centre is able to charter
a wide range of offshore yachts
from the Briush Kiel Yacht
Club, which can be used for
courses or adventurous train-
ing expeditions. Yachts avail-
able are twelve 31ft Swedish
Hallberg Rassy vachts, each
capable of carrying a crew of
six including a skipper, and
used for courses and unit-run
expeditions.

Two Rustler 36ft ocean-
going yachts are available for
units.

Flamingo, a 56ft wooden
yacht built in 1935, has been

Victory
victories

FOR the fourth year in a row,
the Army won the Victory
Trophy Inter-Service dinghy
team competition.

Although the Army won all
their races on the first day of
the event, hosted by the Civil
Service on Littleton Lake,
Surrey they had to fight hard.

They maintained an advan-
tage through the second day,
but the result depended on
the last race against the Royal
Navy.

The Army ended in first,
third and sixth positions in
the vital race, enough to win
the match and trophy.

Army team: Col Nick Ross,
Lt Col Bruce Burnett, Maj
Debs Kershaw, 2nd Lt Martt
Sargent, Sig Stuart Southan
and Spr Lloyd Hamilton.

used by the British Army since
the end of the Second World
War as a sail training vessel
based at Kiel. This beautiful
classic yacht is in excellent
condition, carries a complete
crew of ten, and is fully
equipped to carry out long-
distance sail training exercises.

Courses at the centre are for
serving personnel of all three
Services, with all courses and
boats chartered for adventur-
ous training being open to Ser-
vice personnel from the UK
and Germany.

Details can be found in JSP
419 Annex M or by telephon-
ing the centre on Fallingbostel
Mil 2229,

It is important to note that
the courses are adventurous
training, and are run as such.

Gunner first in modern pentathlon

CAPT Craig Manley (RA)
won the Army individual
modern pentathlon champi-
onships, staged for the first
time at the new centre of excel-
lence at the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst.

Second place in the men’s
event went to WOl Rob
Coulthard (APTC).

The women’s individual title
was retained by 2nd Lt Penny
Grayson (AGC), who received
40

her trophy from 1976 Montre-
al Olympic gold medal winner
Capt (Retd) Jim Fox.

Army unit champions in the
mult-disciplined sport, which
combines fencing, swimming,
shooting, running and riding,
were 7 Para RHA, with Sand-
hurst in second place.

Unit winners in a biathlon
competition held at the same
time were 3 RSME. Cpl D
Hutton (3 RSME) won the

individual category, and 82
Training Regiment were the
junior unit winners,

The Army has a close rela-
tionship with the sport’s
national governing body and
the competition at RMA
attracted many members of the
Great Britain squad.

SSgt Bernie Moss (Camber-
ley Mil 2043) would like to
hear from anyone interested in
taking up the sport.

Cricket

The Army lost to British Paolice
by 89 runs in a 55-over match
when they were bowled out on a
drying wicket at Imber Court.

Chasing the Police’'s 245-8,
the Army batted after a storm
had soaked the pitch and were
dismissed for 156 (Lt R Wilby
(36 Engr Regt) 84 not out).

Rain put an end to the Army-
Hampshire 2nd XI match after
just an hour of play at Aldershot
and the county on 50-1.

Wet weather also curtailed
Combined Services' game against
Cambridge at Portsmouth.

York signallers shake off showers

CONTINUOUS rain failed to

dampen the spirits of athletes
taking part in the Army inter-
unit championship at Alder-
shot.

“Despite the inclement
weather, every event took
place, although it was obvious
from the start that no records
were likely to be broken,” said
Army athletics secretary Maj
(Retd) Peter Lyons.

York-based 2 Signal Regi-
ment won the major units title
for the umpteenth time in
recent years, but was closely
challenged by an up-and-
coming Royal School of Sig-
nals team.

The signallers included sev-
eral apprentice tradesmen and
women who were allowed to
compete in senior events for
the first time following a recent

change in the rules. After win-
ning the minor units champi-
onship for the past five years,
BAD Kineton athletes suffered
disappointment in the final
when they were soundly beaten
by ATR Pirbright.

Top women’s unit was
Headquarters York Garrison.
Major Unit
1, 2 Sig Regt; 2, R Sch of Sigs,; 3,
7 Para RHA; 4, 1 (UK) ADSR; 5,

RMA Sandhurst; 6, 2 CS Regt; 7,
1 Scots Gds.

Minor Unit

1, ATR Pirbright; 2, BAD Kineton;
3, 216 Para Sig Sqn; 4, ATR Bass-
ingbourn; 5, HQ 4 Div; 6, 3 Fd
Amb; 7, 6 Sup Regt.

Women’s Unit
1, HQ York Garrison; 2, R Sch of
Sigs; 3, HQ Aldershot Garrison; 4,
BAD Kineton; 5, 7 Tpt Regt; 6, 2
CS Regt; 7, 21 Log Sp.

LY



[TRACK STAR TO QUIT SERVICE _ WELSH 1000 VETERANS’ ATHLETICS

SGT Kelly Holmes, one of the
finest athletes ever to compete in
the colours of the British Army, is
to leave the Service to concen-
trate on her running career.

Holmes, the 1,500m Common-
wealth champion and British
record-holder, is handing in her
uniform at the end of the current
athletics season.

Her decision to make athletics
a full-time career follows a series
of sparkling performances during
which she claimed two track
records, including the elusive
British 1,500m mark.

Making her international come-
back in Leeds, following injury in
the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games,
she bettered her own 1,000m

record time, shaving
3/10ths of a second
off the 1min 32.55sec
she posted two years
ago. At Sheffield two
weeks later she oblit-
erated Zola Budd's
12-year-old 1,500m
record, breaking four
minutes for the first
time. A member of
the Adjutant Gener-
al's Corps, Holmes
won the race in 3min
58.07sec. Signifi-
cantly, her time was five seconds
faster than anyone else in the
world had run this year and she is
a firm favourite to win the World
Championship title in Athens soon.

Leaving: Kelly Holmes

Golden girl Kelly to leave Army

In February, Sgt
Holmes told Soldier
she wanted to stay in
the Army, but the
pressures of trying to
combine military ser-
vice with her interna-
tional athletics career
in the new era of pro-
fessional sport led to
her change of heart.
“The Army has been
very supportive to me
over the past couple
of years,” she said.

Recently Holmes has been
employed as a roving ambas-
sador, visiting schools, universi-
ties and civilian groups to talk
about the Army. She has also

fronted a challenge programme
aimed at introducing schoolchild-
ren to the sport.

She is due to leave the Army in
late September.

Army Athletics Association vice
chairman Lt Col Isabel McCord
said: “Kelly has been a tremen-
dous ambassador for the Army
and we wish her the best of luck in
everything she attempts in her
new career. We will all be willing
her on to the gold medal at the
World Championships which she
so deserves.

“She has done a super job in
recruiting and, of course, for Army
athletics. Her support for the sport
at all levels has been absolutely
tremendous.”

Para
Andy
wins
Welsh
1000

CPL Andy Mclntyre of the 1st
Bartalion, The Parachute Reg-
iment won the Welsh 1000
race, one of the toughest fell-
running events on the calen-
dar, in remarkable style.

He battered his way through
driving rain, strong winds and
poor visibility to record a time
of 4hr 24min, exceptional in
the conditions.

Mclntyre held off the usual
strong challenge of the Gurkha
contingent from the Brecon-
based Infantry  Training
Centre (Wales) to take the
individual honours, but the
Gurkhas strolled to the team
title as their three scoring com-
petitors finished in the top five.

Fastest woman runner on
the mountains was Capt Alison
Falcon (240 GS Sqn RLC (V)
and fastest veteran was WO2
Ciaran Horgan (3 RWF (V).
Team prizes went to the
Gurkha Demonstration Com-
pany at ITC Wales, and to 2
RRW (V) in the Territorial
Army category.

The women’s team award
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Handy Andy: Welsh 1000 winner Cpl Mcintyre

was won by Alison Falcon’s
240 GS Sqgn.

Regular and TA soldiers
from all parts of the United
Kingdom gathered in Snowdo-
nia for the annual event started
30 years ago by Wrexham-
based 3rd (Volunteer) Barttal-
ion, The Royal Welch
Fusiliers. It is now organised
by the Gorphwysfa Club and
Headquarters 160 (Wales)
Brigade, with three civilian and
one military class.

Sixty Army teams of three
set off from Aber, near Bangor,
on the north Wales coast. Car-

rying map, compass and basic
mountain safety equipment in
a small rucksack, they raced
from checkpoint to checkpoint
across 31km of some of the
bleakest and most rugged
mountain terrain in Wales.

The course took in Carnedd
Llewelyn and Carnedd Daffyd
and finished on the summit of
Snowdon itself.

Over the vears the race for
top honours has usually been
hotly contested by the Gurkhas
from Brecon and the part-time
soldiers of 2 RRW from
Cardiff.

Veterans
in South
Africa

NEW British veterans 10,000m
champion Capt Steve Lonnen
is one of 11 Army athletes now
in Durban, South Africa to
take part in the world veterans’
track and field championships.

Lonnen, OC Depot Man-
agement Services at BAD
Kineton, won the national
10,000m
title in 32min
4sec in wet
and blustery
conditions at
Blackpool
last month.

Also in the
Durban
team, and
also serving
at Kineton, is
Depot Quar-
termaster
Maj  Clive
Osbourne,
runner up to
Lonnen in the Army marathon
last year.

More than 5,000 athletes,
ranging upwards in age from
35 years for women and 40 for
men, will be taking part in the
ten-day event. Competitors
include many Olympic, world
and European champions.

Also in the Army team are
Maj Peter Marsh (tour manag-
er), Maj David Gibson, Capts
Terry Hall, Keith Donkin and
Lyn Higgs, WO2 Karen
Mitchell, SSgts Jackie Gilchrist
and Jeff Baker and LCpl Sean
Malone.

Capt Lonnen



THIS SUMMER
COST, NOT YOUR OPTIONS

SAVE UP TO £650 ON SE AND CD OPTION PACKS ON THE 1998 VOLVO RANGE

This summer Volvo Tourist and Diplomat Sales are giving unbeatable offers
on the Yolvo range. With immediate effect we are reducing the cost of our SE and CD option
packs for orders placed up until the 4th October 1997.
Don’t miss out on this superb offer, contact our hotline number below.

¢ £500 PRICE REDUCTION ON THE SE OPTION PACK
e £650 PRICE REDUCTION ON THE CD OPTION PACK

This offer is valid for 120 days from the date your car is ordered. Offer ends 4th October 1997.

VOLVO

Tourist & Diplomat Sales

UK 01707 262388
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arp-eyed observers will have noticed an ™

: unusual addition to the Queen’'s Colour &
trooped by F Company of the 1st Battalion,

" Scots Guards on the Queen’s Birthday
Parade last month. It was a wreath in &

& memory of members of the regiment who fell
during the battle for Tumbledown Mountain "%
in the Falklands 15 years ago. F Coy was
formed when the 2nd Battalion went into = #¢

| suspended animation in 1993. The Colour ’ﬁ
was presented to the 2nd Battalion in 1988.
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