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LETTERS -

Write to:
SOLDIER,

Ordnance Road,

Hants GU11 2DU.

Goldmine of
experience in HSF  them back

In the 1960s the powers-that-be
took away a lot of the named
links between the Regular
infantry and the TA. In my
view this was a disaster which
they are now trying to put right
by renaming and renumbering
some TA units (eg. 4th Devon
and Dorset Regt).

The Home Service Force is
operating very successfully and
as Gnr Bolland points out
(SOLDIER August 7) the
experience gathered together in
every HSF unit is quire
extensive. They have hit a gold
mine of men and experience
that could clearly be of good
use to the TA if used right.

With this in mind I feel our
links with the local TA should
be strengthened not weakened,
and that we should wear the
regiment’s cap badge and take

A Woofer

I was surprised to read the
assertion by Gnr A F Bolland
that men in the HSF want to be
differentiated by cap badge
from their sponsor TA units. I
have never heard this suggested
by anyone in three years in the
HSF and I would certainly not
support it.

The TA do not have different
badges from the Regular Army,
and neither should we. My
previous service was with the
RASC/RCT, but I am very
proud of my WFR cap badge,
especially as my father served
in the Sherwood Foresters in
the last war.

We have an excellent
relationship with our sponsor

on board that
history.

My unit (E Coy HSF 2nd
Wessex Regt (V) regularly
exercises with our parent unit
both in battalion exercises and
range weekends and it is clear
to me that the good work that
has taken place to forge a good
link would be lost if we became
just another unit in the
barracks.

Whatever the difference of
opinion over the cap badge I'm
sure Gnr Bolland would join me
in stating to any ex Serviceman
who is now engaged in a second
career and feels he can’t give
time to the TA: “The HSF will
be just right for you — Join us.”
— Pte M ] Mclntyre, E Coy
(HSF) 2nd Wessex Regt (V),
39 Warborough Avenue, Tile-
hurst, Reading, Berks.

for ever

TA unit, often sharing in
courses, ranges and other
activities and there is no
discrimination between TA and
HSF for much of the time. All
of us are qualified drivers,
several HGV, and are often
very useful in helping to
transport TA personnel.

A separate identity and cap
badge could be very divisive,
and might be seen by the TA
(we are all TA) as a slap in the
face. No thank you, I am a
Woofer, and I want to stay a
Woofer, as shown by my cap
badge. — LCpl J Cowlishaw, F
(HSF) Coy, 3 WFR, TA
Centre, Broadgate, Beeston,
Nottingham.
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A New Career

Professional training

High potential earnings

Full name: ...
Address:

Tel No: ...........

If you have the following qualities: 6

— Smart appearance

— A good communicator
— Enjoy meeting people
— Self motivated

— A varied and interesting career

A choice of area in which to work
— Good promotion prospects
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Bring

It was interesting to read of Gnr
A F Bolland’s complaint
regarding the Home Service
Force having to be attached and
with no real cap badge or name
of unit of their own.

Perhaps it has fallen on deaf
ears because the MoD (taking
orders from their political
masters) are notorious for
disbanding ancient and well
tried regiments and forming
new ones, as we have witnessed
in the past.

They can begin by bringing
back those regiments they
disgracefully disbanded — The
York and Lancaster Regiment
and The Cameronians (Scottish
Rifles).

And for good measure they
should consider the ‘fly’ way
they got rid of the 4th Battalion
of the so-called ‘large regim-
ents’ — Middlesex Regiment
{Queens), The Royal Leicester
Regiment (Anglian), The Lan-
cashire Fusiliers (Fusiliers) and
the Durham Light Infantry
(Light Infantry). - W A West,

18 Cunliffe St, Edgeley,
Stockport, Cheshire SK3
ILG.
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The east of England
took all the prizes in
SOLDIER’s HOAY com-
petition No 467. Mr B L
Day, from Grange Road,
Cambridge, took the
first prize of £50. And
both the runners-up
book prizes go to
readers in Essex — Miss
D Harris of Apollo
Close, Hornchurch, and
Mr D A Salter, of
Mowbrays Road, Rom-
ford.

LI b b & & 4b 20 b & ¢

No longer
individuals

As a surviving member of one
of the first four experimental
HSF companies formed some
six and a half years ago at Brock
Barracks, Reading, we were
originally issued with two
epaulette flashes in red with 2
Coy HSF embroidered on them
in gold.

We were then regarded as an
individual unit attached to the
TA although we still retained
our parent TA cap badge. We
have now lost our red and gold
flashes and our individuality
and 2 Coy HSF is now E Coy 2
Wessex. — Cpl Atkins, 13 Plt, E
Coy, 2 Wessex (Reading),
Almswood Road, Tadley,
Hants.

* Kk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok %
¥ Kk k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk %

A voice of one . ..

I have been out of the Army for
nearly 30 years, although I am
an officiating chaplain (RC).
There is much that has escaped
my eye during this interval and
so I ask you if there is yet
another amendment to the Foot
Drill Manual. In SOLDIER
August 7, are the RIR really
standing at ease at the slope?
No 3 from the left in the front
rank appears to be standing at
attention, but the remain-
OGP

Secondly, can you tell me
why the Brigade of Guards,
when on public duties, Queen’s
Birthday parade etc do not use
Rifles Mk 4 or even SMLE

rifles which could be held in
store against those occasions. I
know that they use the rifles on
ceremonial parade which they
may have to use in battle, but
these parades are ceremonial
and should therefore demons-
trate the highest standards of
drill. The modern weapon is
designed for fighting, not
ceremonial drill. The result, on
the last occasion of HM
Birthday Parade, was awful to
behold. I know — I am the voice
of one crying in the wilderness!
— Maj the Rev Anthony J
Carroll, RA (Retd), 1 South
Street, Watchfield, Swindon
SN6 8SN.
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Peace sword for Gurkha base

STAFF of British Gurkhas Nepal, have
been awarded a Wilkinson Sword of Peace
for their rescue work during the Nepalese
earthquake last year.

Swords are awarded each year to units of
the three Services judged to have made the
most valuable contribution towards estab-
lishing good and friendly relations with
communities in the UK or overseas.

The severe earthquake which shook

Nepal in August 1988 caused considerable
loss of life and widespread damage.

Staff of British Gurkhas Nepal, who are
the link with the Brigade of Gurkhas,
immediately helped the townspeople recover
their dead and injured.

By the end of the first day, at least 450
casualties had been treated at the British
Military Hospital. Of the 1,135 injured in
the earthquake, 902 were eventually treated

Terrorist victims memorial

A STAINED glass window has been
dedicated at All Saints Church, Dortmund,
to the memory of two soldiers who were
killed in Northern Ireland earlier this year.

LBdr Stephen Cummins of 32 Heavy
Regiment RA and Gnr Miles Amos of 5
Heavy Regiment RA, both on a four months
tour of duty in Northern Ireland, were
killed by a terrorist landmine.

Many soldiers who had served with LBdr

Seven-year-old “soldier” Barry Millard
salutes a genuine Irish Guardsman
outside Clarence House in London
after the Fulham youngster appeared
to steal the heart of the Queen Mother.
Barry marched up to her, presented
her with flowers, then smartly saluted
her as she celebrated her B89th
birthday with well-wishers outside her
home

Cummins and Gnr Amos in Dortmund and
Northern Ireland were among the
congregation of nearly 300 soldiers of the
two regiments at the dedication service.

The ornate stained glass window, with the
crests of the two soldiers’ regiments, the
soldiers’ names and details of their deaths,
also bears the inscription “Do not stand at
my grave and cry; I am not there I did not
die”.

NI tours
extended

ROULEMENT tours in Northern Ireland
are to be extended from four and a half
months to six months.

It will be a progressive change, starting
next year, and is designed to create greater
stability in Army life.

The longer tours will mean infantry
battalions have a longer interval between
trips to the Province.

Some units have done more than 10 stints
since the troubles began 20 years ago.

Gen Ir Brian enny,

-in-C BAOR, meets a canine member of the Defence Animal Spport
Unit at Episkopl, Cyprus during a visit in his capacity as Colonel Commandant of the RAVC

at the Dharan cantonment.

The unit receives the sword because its
staff “made an outstanding contribution to
furthering the relationship between Britain
and Nepal by their response to the
earthquake and their dedicated community
work and civil aid.”

The King of Nepal, visiting the
cantonment, said that “the people of Nepal
would never forget”.

Peak
performance

A TEAM of Territorial Army soldiers from
South Yorkshire were making absolutely
sure they were fit to take part in a
mountaineering expedition which will climb
Mont Blanc. Months of fitness training and
lessons in navigation, survival skills, first aid
and rope work culminated in the gruelling
ascent of 14 peaks of 3,000ft or more in
North Wales during a single weekend.

Mostly drawn from newly formed TA
infantry battalion 4 Yorks based in
Sheffield, the soldiers aimed also to climb an
unnamed and previously unclimbed peak in
the Himalayas.

The team is being led by Maj Ted
Wilkins, a Regular from Huddersfield, with
2nd Lt Stewart Guillianotti, a TA officer
from Sheffield as second in command.
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If you are in the market for a new car you

owe it to yourself to check out the Natocars’ deal.
We offer the widest range of makes available®
anywhere and all our cars are built to the higher UK i
specification which means a higher level of equipment in

our specially discounted price. In short it’s more car for less money.

Genuine part exchange is part of our standard package with
exceptional prices paid, easily done by post and phone.

Natoloan gives you over £350 worth of insurances completely free
and Natosave currently pays 15% interest. Finally, there’s our reputa-
tion for fair dealing for the last 22 years.

Phone now or send forour latest Guide to Tax Free Cars and you’ll
agree you simply won’t better the Natocars’ deal anywhere.

CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION
GERMANY/BERLIN (local call cost) 01 30 9806
HOLLAND (Freephone) 06022 9806
BELGIUM (Freephone) 114310

OTHER AREAS 0278 455555

ASNATOCARS @f
WNorF BRIDGWATE L

WYLDS ROAD, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET TA6 4DG
Tel: (0278) 455555 - Telex: 46285

O O O O - O O .
Please send the Natocars' guide to car buying. Plus discount price list.

RANK SURNAME

INITIALS

-

| G
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PRESENT ADDRESS

TEL:

WORK EXTN

TEL:
HOME

DELIVERY DATE (REQUIRED)

CAR FOR USE IN (COUNTRY)

Ford

Peugesot

Audi

Volkswagen

Yoivo

Tax Tax Used Part

r--------

| am interested in (please write model names)

Mercedes-Benz
Austin

Rover

Yauxhall

Land/Range Rover

| would like to consider (please tick boxes)

Nato

Free Paid Car Exchange Save

Nato
Loan

NATOCARS LTD, WYLDS ROAD. BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET TAG 4D6.
TELEPHONE BRIDGWATER (0278) 455555

36 SOL/'DEL'90'

Insurance

----—-J
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Brig Bob Riddle, Colonel of the Regiment,
hands out traditional roses to company
commanders

Roses
for

‘300th’
finale

THREE hundred years after the regiment
was raised in Edinburgh, The King’s Own
Scottisli Borderers marched through the city
under the shadow of the famous castle to
bring their tercentenary celebrations to a
close.

Appropriately the parade took place on
Minden Day, the anniversary of the Battle
of Minden when six British infantry
battalions defeated 10,000 French cavalry,
and as part of the tradition all ranks wore
roses in their hats.

The regiment was led along Princes Street
by Brig Bob Riddle, Colonel of the
Regiment, past a dais where the salute was
taken by the regiment’s Colonel in Chief,
Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester.

Marching behind them were contingents
and Colour parties from allied regiments
from Australia, Malaysia, Canada, the
United States and Sweden.

They in turn were followed by
detachments from the Old Comrades’
Association of the regiment, marching to the
music of the Edinburgh Police Pipe Band.

-

Pensioner Bud Flanagan, who served four years with the 2nd Battalion KOSB

WSLINE

h o

in India,

receives a rose from LCpl Raymond Johnston of today’s 1st Battalion

SEVERAL Army units are involved in plans
by MoD to rationalise its development and
land holdings in north west London.

The moves will achieve significant savings
and better and more secure accommodation
for Servicemen, says Mr Michael Neubert,
former US of S for the Armed Forces.

No major units will close; they will merely
relocate and there will be little reduction in
staff levels, although there will be a
significant redeployment of jobs.

More than 200 acres of MoD land will be
sold to thé private sector in areas where
building land for residential and light
industrial purposes is at a premium, leaving
the MoD with a net saving, after rebuilding,
of more than £62 million.

Reductions in running costs from the
redeployment will bring the total saving
over ten years to more than £80 million.

The Army units affected are:

@ Whetstone — Headquarters of Postal and
Courier Services. Location will close and
unit will move to Mill Hill.
@ Beavers Lane Camp, Hounslow — home
of 621 Company RAOC and minor
administrative units. Location will close.
The company to move to RAF Northolt and
minor units to Cavalry Barracks.
@ Cavalry Barracks, Hounslow — Tempor-
ary infantry battalion base, and London
District Transit Centre. Location will close
when central London works programme
complete. Transit Centre will move to RAF
Uxbridge.
@ Inglis Barracks, Mill Hill — Postal and
Courier Service barracks with some minor
units. Location will close. Minor units move
to RAF Northolt. Postal and Courier Depot
is “subject to further study”.

T



. Panasonic

A Golf GTi from Baker Street is a lot noisier
than a Golf GTi from Germany.

If you buy a Golf GTi from Baker
Street, it will be fully equipped to
the latest UK specification.

In addition to the four speaker
stereo, yoU'll get a sun-roof, wide
sports wheels, a height adjustable
drivers seat and height adjustable
seat belfs.

If you buy a GTi in Germany or
through the Naafi, the chances are
you'll have to order and pay for these
as exfras.

Combined with our twenty years'
experience in export sales, we think
yoU'll agree that it makes sense to
come to Baker Street rather than risk
it at Berghof Strasse.

For further information, call us
on 01-486 8411* Or return the coupon
to: Tax Free Sales, 95 Baker Street,
London WIM IFB.

That way, you won't miss out on
a thing.

Address e

Unit/Regiment S

Car/Model Required -

Military Tel No S
SOL 4/9 Tax Free Sales J
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Apprentices bull up a Matador

JUNIOR tradesmen at the Army
Apprentice College at Chepstow have
completely restored a 50-year-old Army
lorry and presented-it to the National Army
Museum.

Sergeant’s

bravery GM

THE bravery of a
TA soldier, Sgt |
Barry Smith, who |
was shot while tack-
ling armed robbers
in London, has been
recognised by the
award of the George
Medal. | N

Sgt Smith, of 289 ~— =
Cdo Bty RA (V) heard gun shots while
driving in Willesden in 1986, and saw two
men attacking security guards outside a
bank. They made off on a motor-cycle but
collided with a car while Sgt Smith was
chasing them.

He was shot in the groin and chest while
struggling with one of the men but still
managed to restrain him, and both men-:
were arrested.

The vehicle, a Matador truck, first saw
service in 1938, and was one of the British
Army’s first ever general purpose vehicles
which could be adapted to a number of uses.
In some cases it was fitted with a crane, and

Fighting
wall

WHEN soldiers are climbing up the wall of
Oldham TA Centre, it’s not through
frustration — the Centre is heralding a
revolution in indoor training with the
construction of what is believed to be the
first combined indoor climbing wall and
urban fighting facade.

The wall, which will be used primarily by
TA soldiers from the 4th Bartalion, The
Parachute Regiment, was the brain child of
4 Para’s commanding officer Lt Col Brian
Martin.

Originally to have been an ordinary
dividing wall as part of a major
refurbishment programme of the drill hall,
the wall gradually evolved into a combined
climbing wall and mock house facade,
complete with drain pipes, for practising
building assault and house entry techniques.

This is great fun, LCpl Darren Brooks seems to be saying as he canoes down the River
Leine in the Harz mountains of Germany. LCpl Brooks was in a party from HQ 4 Armd Div
taking part in annual adventurous training exercises

in others used as a troop carrier.

Since last year dozens of young apprentice
fitters have spent countless hours of their
spare time restoring the Matador to its
original condition.

Paras 2nd Lt Neil Stafford (left), Sgt Dominic
McNiff (centre) get to grips with Oldham TA
Centre’s new climbing wall

Breezy
Visit

PRINCESS Alexandra, the Light Infantry’s
Deputy Colonel in Chief, visited breezy
Blackpool to see the regiment’s 3rd
Battalion. Her two hour visit was the first to
the battalion for ten years.

Wearing a pink and mauve flowered suit,
Princess Alexandra chatted to more than 200
people at the summer fair and in the
Officers’ Mess.

She took a keen interest in the military
equipment demonstrated by the soldiers,
watched helicopter drills with a static Puma
and even felt the weight of an SA 80
automatic rifle.

GOSH- IM GLAD To BE :
BACK WI'LADS .

IN THIS Pepce
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ITS LOGICAL= WHEN I WAS
AWAY T ONLY HAD THis j:n_.ncf_-romm
C...

=
JockK'S GONE. OFF HIS
TRoLLEY ...

BuT Now IM BACK -
I AN HAPPLY LookK
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Prize for
4 Para

Three men from B Company, the 4th
Battalion The Parachute Regiment
did the TA proud when they
competed against 30 Regular and
Reserve Army teams from Italy,
France, Germany and Austria in a
tough endurance test in the Alps.

It was the first time the Union Flag
had been flown in the Mont Tomba
competition, in which entrants have to
trek 50 kilometres in 25 hours
climbing up to 1,600 metres above
sea level.

Twelve teams dropped out but the
lads from 4 Para were fourth home
and the first Army Reserve team to
cross the line.

The Paras, 2nd Lt Neil Stafford,
Sgt Dominic McNiff (picture
below-Stafford right) and Pte
Andrew Fountain trained for the
competition in Yorkshire . .. though

all come from Oldham, Lancs.

Farewell
fanfare

Mr Peter Gough, retiring Mayor of
Warminster, Wilts, had the highlights
of his life put to music recently by
Bandmaster Phil Shannon of the 1st
Battalion, The Royal Regiment of
Wales. é

It was done at the request of the ¢
incoming Mayor, Mr Richard
Phillips, seen right (wearing chain)
handing over a framed copy of a
special fanfare — which was then duly
sounded.

Warminster has a close association
with 1 RRW, currently the Demon-
stration Battalion at the School of
Infantry.

' Irih get

the picture

Cartoonist Bill Tidy, who began his
association with the Royal Irish Rangers
20 years ago with a contribution in
Punch, spent a week with them during
their tercentenary celebrations.

He revealed that he began his career
while stationed in Japan with the Royal
Engineers 30 years ago.

And that his first publication in a
Japanese newspaper earned him more
than a week's Army pay.

He is seen above at Osnabr(ick letting
Rgr Richey Mealey of the Recce
Platoon into his secret.

Nice work if you can get it. Maj Roddy
Kilpatrick, RCT (above right) on
exchange from BAOR to the Australian
Army War Game Centre under Exercise
Long Look found himself in New Zealand
recently.

The Centre took its computers and

A

' Goi own, down Under

software to South Island to help in a
command post exercise.

South Island is noted for its
skiing . . . Maj Kilpatrick for his enthusiasm
for the sport. Could it be that he is pointing
out a grid reference to a Kiwi here or
checking on the slopes?

The 100th Sovereign's Parade, Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst, was a
memorable day for a young man who
was once CSM of his school cadets
(Wymondham College) and went on to
become a corporal in the 1st Battalion
The Royal Anglian Regiment.

Senior Under Officer Warwick
James Saunders (25) received the
Sword of Honour from the hands of Gen
John R Galvin, US Army, Supreme
Allied Commander Europe.

SUO Saunders, who served five years
as a soldier, and comes from
Longstanton, Cambs, has been posted to
2 R Anglian in Celle.

Plain Yanks

Two US Army lieutenants joined in Exercise
Phantom Bugle, the grand finale of the
squadron and company commanders course
run by the School of Infantry, Warminster.

Lts Andrew Vliet (25) from Hawaii, and
John Nagl, from Nebraska (above), are both
Rhodes Scholars studying for higher degrees
at Oxford.

(Cecil Rhodes who helped to open up South
Africa funded a scholarship to bring young
“‘colonials” and Americans to study in Britain).

They found their main problem was
understamding radio traffic because of the
different procedures, accents and speed of
transmission. As someone said - it's our
common language that separates us!
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Let Naaf1 point you 1n the
right direction!
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OUR LOANS
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<4 Moving from the UK to Germany?
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Paras
dive on
German
Fleet

Six members of 2 Para who
managed to dive on all but two
of the First World War
German High Fleet lying in
Scapa Flow are determined to
return.

They want to take a closer
look at what is still left since
1918 when, after the surrender,
the fleet was scuttled by the
Germans as an act of defiance.

Capt Guy Wallis, the team
leader, said: “It is the most
interesting diving you can ever
hope to do in the UK. There is
a lot of build up of weed, but
you can still make out what the
ships were.

“The fascination is in
identifying them. They are just
immense. All the major
battleships have turned turtle

Views expressed in SOLDIER are not
necessarily those of the Army or the
Ministry of Defence.

SOLDIER to Soldier

~ near Soest, and eventua
“ home to his awner, 1 (

in the Ruhr - by hehwpter

into one of 653 Sqnaciron s
" hangars at Salamanca asrﬁeld .

The pxgeen had been lmssmg_

miner living in Geisenk:rchen - again. Sgt o
 looked after him while the
' those soldiers are,”
"dehghted Herr._. rabosch.

bird’s owner was traced, and Lt

:'Henry Boyie and Sgt Mxke .

“It’s really 'great how kmd:};'
said

because of the silt.”

There was a variety of craft
to view including battleships,
light cruisers, a minelayer,
commercial vessels and a
torpedo boat.

In the 2 Para party were
supervisor Sgt “Yank” Thayer,
Ptes Ian Douglas, “Blue”
Blumer, Dave Taylor and Wilf
Williams, and LCpl Abe
Davison. The other supervisor
was Sgt Alex Carmichael, R
Sigs. The rest of the party were
Cpl “Bazz” Hunter, 1 Para,
Cpl Nobby Clarke, 3 Para and
from Depot Para Bdsmn Chris
Young and Bdsmn Mick Mico.

Swapping
winter
for worse

Ten British Servicemen will
miss the cold and wet misery
of the UK winter in 1990-91,
swapping it for summer
thousands of miles away.
But summer for them at

Smith Island in the Antarctic

will be cold, hard and
sometimes miserable, if at
times exciting, picturesque and

perhaps great fun as well.

Members of the Joint
Services expedition to Smith
Island, the ten Servicemen will
find travel around the island
mostly by ski, hampered by the
heavily encrusted ice layer
festooned with crevices. Sheer
ice cliffs hug the coastline and
mountains climb to the island
summit of 6,900ft.

Says CSgt John Kimbrey of
HQ Cdo Forces Royal Marines
at Mount Wise, Plymouth, who
is looking for suitable volun-
teers: “It needs a total
commitment and is not for the
fainthearted.” Quite so.
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Four simple steps to assembling

ONE - The lightweight launcher arrives on a lorry and
has to be unloaded by crane and dismantled . ..

TWO - Then the “truss” is taken from the tracked launcher. More
heavy lifting for the lads...

THREE -
where is

The tricky bit of deciding which bit goes
almost over...

a lightweight missile launcher

FOUR - That’s all there is to it, folks. The missile on its lightweight launcher is
ready to be towed away

Puzzle corne

It's the ultimate test of

a gunner's patience

THE MOST important vehicle
in call sign One Zero Alpha
resembles a large tin bath on
tracks with a fat someone lying
inside (when it is carrying a
missile).

On Exercise Xerxes Victory
run by 15 Bartery RA it was
accompanied as normal by two
432 APCs, one a command
vehicle the other a reserve-cum-
choggy wagon.

The three vehicle convoy was
home to Sgt Eric Kirbitson and
his crew - Dobbo, Taff,
Smudge, Bert, Ginge, Jimmy
and Tojo. With it, as required,
went “The Bullet”.

In an outfit where every
troop claims to work harder
than the others the truth would
appear to be that everyone puts
in an equal effort but on
exercise the launcher sections
are more equal than the rest
when it comes to grafting.

For a press-button age there
is a surprising amount of
muscle power required.

Turning the elevating hand-
les in hot weather is good for
the figure and there would be
no competition among hall
porters for the job of handling
the suitcase-like boxes contain-
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In the last issue SOLDIER
featured 50 Missile Reg-
iment and its tracked
launchers. On these pages

it looks at the unloved
lightweight launcher. Story
by Bill Moore, pictures by
Mike Weston.

R o R s R T i
ing the stabilising fins.

Preparing a launch was a
matter of quiet, grunting
efficiency, all breath being
necessary for the exertion
required.

This applied throughout a
sweltering day, regardless of
attacks by vicious horseflies.

Dusk found 10A temporarily
immobilised while Sgt John
O’Neill and Cpl Des O’Connor
of the REME detachment
searched for an electrical fault
causing the engine to cut out.
(Twelve hours earlier we had
seen them solving problems at
the field storage site).

It took BSM Kevin Calves-
bert to introduce an uneasy
note into the proceedings.

It looked, he said. as though
they might have to transfer
operations to the lightweight
launcher.

Sharp intakes of breath . . .
cold stares . ..

Setting up a lightweight
launcher is the ultimate test of a
missile gunner’s patience.

An eight-tonner drives up
with a Chinese puzzle on its
back consisting of a mass of
hydraulic arms and rods
skilfully mixed up between two
large wheels.

Using a crane from a loader
transporter the section has to
take it apart and unload it and
then dismount the “truss”
(launching frame) of the
tracked carrier and put both
together.

The end result is a launching
frame which can be towed
behind a vehicle.

To perform this transfer on a
fine day is a challenge; at dusk
it is difficult and on a wet night
in the middle of a wood frankly
damnable.

Great was the relief when Sgt
O’Neill gave the thumbs up,
Ginge switched on and the
engine roared into life.

The fire mission was carried
out at sunset from the tracked
launcher.

The following morning there
was no escape. Exercise play

required it, and the lightweight
launcher miracle was per-
formed in a German builder’s
vard. Happily the light was
excellent and the surface flat
concrete.

The firing mission was
accomplished in the country
under the gaze of a curious
chicken farmer and two
schoolboys.

Bert, a stocky Somerset man
whose Dad used to play for
West Ham, and whose brother
was a sapper, pressed the red
firing key.

He explained later that the
reason no one shouts “five”
during the countdown to a
missile launch was because it

Above - The complete
works, hitched up and ready
togo

Right - Bdr Rick Fahy of 50
Missile Regiment's Special
Defence Group which is
trained at Brecon and
elsewhere to protect Lance
from enemy special forces

might be taken for “Fire”.

If some of the crew had a
preoccupied air as the day wore
on it was probably because they
were thinking that if they had
to take the lightweight launcher
to pieces again and restore it to
the back of the Bedford they
would rather do it in
daylight . . .
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Words by
Jennifer Griffiths
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Mike Perring

A life of Riley? When you have the grand
titte of Eisenbahnbetriebsleiter (it
sounds much better than the English
Railway Operating Manager), there is no
way your job includes polishing the
locos! But Maj John Poyntz, officer

Keeping BAOR

MA] John Poyntz, Officer
Commanding 79 Railway

Squadron, Royal Corps of

commanding 79 Railway Sqn RCT, the
holder of the title and a self-confessed
railway aficionado, was happy to pose
for this picture.

Maj Poyntz has a vast collection of
railway memorabilia and has enjoyed a

wide variety of jobs. During his Army
career he has been a shunter, a railway
signalman, a railway traffic operator, a
clerk, a bargee, a navigator, a combat
engineer, a hovercraft pilot, a railway-
man and a lorry driver

Transport, rejoices in one of
the British Army’s grandest
utles, Eisenbahnbetriebsleiter,
and there is just enough room
on his office door to squeeze it
all in!

The English translation —
Railway Operating Manager —
sounds comparatively tame.

The squadron, which is
actually at about troop
strength, is responsible for
operating British Army railway
installations in West Germany
and Belgium in peace and war.

German Federal law insists
that someone is appointed to
this fine-sounding post and the
Commander Transport and
Movements BAOR has confer-

red the title on the OC 79
Railway Squadron.

The Eisenbahnbetriebsleiter
is responsible for all aspects of
railway safety, including
mechanical and civil engineer-
ing matters. He delegates
responsibility for all operating
matters to Operating Troop,
presently commanded by Capt
Andy Teithe, and sends crews
to their depots for driving and
shunting duties.

The squadron’s training
wing is the only dedicated
railway training unit in the

British Army. The squadron is
assisted by the Royal Eng-
ineers, who maintain the
permanent way; REME, who
maintain the locos and rolling
stock; and the Royal Signals,
responsible for communica-
tions.

79 Rly Sgn RCT Workshops
REME provides all the technic-
al support, including repairs to
locos, carriages and wagons,
and a mobile recovery service.
It employs 15 civilian craftsmen
in addition to nine soldiers.

If war broke out, the

on the rails

squadron would be reinforced
by 275 Rly Sgqn RCT (V), a
sponsored TA unit made up of
professional railwaymen in
civilian life who train each year
in West Germany.

Because of the small num-
bers involved in providing
these services, the squadron
depends to a large extent on the
Territorial Army for its ability
to carry out its war role.

That role has four main
aspects.

@® To move ammunition from
Turn to next page
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Army’s railmen look to a brighter future

THERE have been many
changes since Maj John Poyntz,
OC 79 Railway Squadron, RCT
joined the Army as a sapper in
1955 and went straight into
railways. For one thing ‘the
operation has contracted.
“Not only has the responsi-
bility for railways moved from
the Royal Engineers to the
Royal Corps of Transport, the
whole method of working and
philosophy has changed to a

¥

great extent,” he explained.
“Steam engines have been
replaced by diesel, and we are
now far more concerned about
radio control, and we no longer
have our own signal boxes.
“We have got smaller and
smaller, until now our total
number of railwaymen, non
commissioned men, working
on railways is only 21. The
complete roll is only 40.
“The future is looking a little

brighter than the immediate
past, because the importance of
railways as part of the total
transport infrastructure in the
Army has been accepted.

“There has been investment
in new locomotives and rolling
stock, and new sidings have
been built. We are hopeful that
in the not too distant future our
numbers will begin to increase
to operate and maintain the
new equipment.

Weichenwarter (Signalman) Theo Maertens sees all is well as driver, LCpl Mac Rollo passes through

Monchengladbach-Rheindahlen

Unit has vital ammo role

From Page 17

the base and forward ammuni-
tion depots at Bracht and
Waulfen. It is their responsibil-
ity to move about 80 per cent of
1 (BR) Corps’ ammunition
during transition to war.

@® To move large numbers of
personnel from airheads to the
reinforcement holding area.
Goods vans as well as coaches
are used.

@® To move vehicles, mainly
armour.

@® The running and mainte-
nance of BAOR ambulance
trains.

The squadron’s peacetime
responsibility covers a wide
area of 22 locations between
Olem in Belgium and Berlin —
18

the distance between London
and Edinburgh. Some are very
busy. Several are served on an
agency basis by German rail.

Ammunition trains and those
carrying classified loads must
be escorted by a military guard.
For this the squadron has six
specially equipped vehicles
fitted out with beds, cooking,
washing and lavatory facilities.
These mobile guard rooms can
be attached to both ends of
trains.

The British Army’s most
famous train is probably the
Berliner which runs daily
between West Berlin and West
Germany.

It uses British Army rolling
stock as a nucleus, strength-

ened by German civilian rail
stock if needed.

It is administered on behalf
of 79 Sqn by Berlin based 62
Transport and Movements
Sqn, which arranges for the
provision of an OC Train, a
Russian-speaking military
guard, a train conducting
warrant officer and a dining car
CIrew.

There is a close liaison with
14 Field Workshop REME for
daily maintenance. 79 Sqgn
keeps a watching brief on
servicing and maintenance by
regularly sending a team to
Berlin to advise and assist.

Accidents do happen and the
REME is responsible to 79 Sqn
for re-railing.

“We are approaching the
time of the demographic trough
when there will be a shortage of
labour.

“It is not going to be easy for
the Army, with the best will in
the world, to give us soldiers.

“But we feel we need initially
at least another half dozen men
to keep the job going properly.
Otherwise  equipment  will
begin to break down if it is not
properly cared for.”

Sappers

take
care of

track

PERMANENT way support
for BAOR rail is provided by
the Railway Superintendent
RE, presently Capt Frank
Compton, who is attached to
the Regional Headquarters of
the Property Services Agency.

He commands the two RE
warrant officers in charge of the
permanent way teams, made up
of German civilians, east and
west of the Rhine.

The sappers are involved
because of the strategic
importance of the railway
infrastructure. They look after
100 kilometres of track and 200

points.
Their war-time role would be
to repair sabotage. Capt

Compton said: “The track is
very easily destroyed, but with
the practice we have through-
out the year and on exercise, it
is clear that the track can also
be very easily repaired.

“Small sabotage incidents
can be repaired in an hour and a
half. Major bomb damage can
be put right in 12 to 15 hours.
Peace time standards dictate
that we must mantain the track
very carefully. Any damaged
track is automatically replaced
by new, and that can take days
or weeks depending on the size
of the job, and it can cost a lot
of money.

“But, in war, with military
labour and with the urgency of
the situation, the track is
temporarily repaired, enough
to get the trains rolling quickly,
which is the important thing.
That is the reason we exercise
in the way we do — making
emergency repairs as opposed
to peacetime repairs.”



Dvr Stephen Skinner learns all about German railway signalling from a model in the Training Wing run by 79 Railway Squadron

A Chieftain is loaded over a British Fo

-

rces ramp wagon during an exercise

Carpet rolled out for Challenger

AN important aspect of the war
role of 79 Railway Squadron,
RCT would be the movement
of vehicles, mainly armour.
This would be done with the
standard Army Department
warflat, now augmented by 14
new 89-ton bogie flats (for
Challenger), and the standard

RIV ‘K’ series four-wheel flat
for wheeled vehicles. -
Where no static end loading
ramps are available for loading
or off-loading, a specially
constructed item of rolling
stock, the ramp wagon, is used.
This four-wheeler is coupled
to the end of a train. When

vehicles are to be loaded or
unloaded, a wheel-set is
removed and the wagon jacked
down. A sleeper carpet is made
by laying used sleepers on an
adjacent track, to protect the
rails and help manoeuvring,
and the vehicles are then driven
on or off the warflat.

Training
centre
IS unique

THE Training Wing run by 79
Railway Squadron, RCT is
unique. It is the only specific
railway training centre in the
British Army.

It is staffed by two NCO
instructors, who run a variety
of courses and instruct military
railwaymen. The courses in-
clude one for emergency crews
designed to undertake simple
driving and shunting duties
under the supervision of
railwaymen.

Students are drawn from 68
Sqn, RCT at Rheindahlen and
provide a useful back-up in a
time of war.

Vehicle loading courses teach
the correct loading and res-
traint of armoured and other
vehicles on trains, and students
are taught how to use the ramp
wagon.

The squadron has a number
of civilian crews, often re-
cruited without any railway
experience. The Training Wing
trains them as drivers or
shunters, and re-tests them.
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What would you think of someone who tells you he's tough,
dependable, adaptable, a good companion and won't let you
down when the going gets tough?

Probably not much - until he proves it. :
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Percy the
mascot . . .
and friends

Above left — Cpl Jeremy Fordham seated in a cupola, which
gives a complete view of the train from the roof

Above right — LCpl Mark Dickman and Cpl Chris Murphy,
both of REME, in a workshop pit, change the brake blocks on
a carriage.

Right — Dvr Hugh Kelly, on the footplate, checks the sump oil
with Dvr Colin Bryson, oiling the side rod bearing on the last
surviving ex Wehrmacht diesel shunting loco in working
order, owned by the British Army. It is used as a reserve
loco. Looking on is Maj John Poyntz, OC 79 Railway Sqn
RCT

Below right — Shunter, LCpl ‘The Gnome’ Holmes, switches
the points

Below - Cfn Keith Jones changes a steam coupling

Left — Capt Andy Teithe, commander of 79 Sgn RCT
Operating Troop on the footplate of Percy, the squadron
mascot. The loco, which has been restored, was bought in
1949 having been built specifically for the Ministry of
Defence for moving ammunition and freight in the UK. It was
taken to BAOR and used until 1970. After restoration it was
put on display outside the Training Wing

NEXT ISSUE: The Terriers’ railway role




WOMBAT, which stands for
Weapon On Magnesium Batta-
lion Anti-Tank, was derived
from the Bat, whose introduc-
tion into use by the British
Army was reported in SOL-
DIER’s July 1953 issue.

The recoilless anti-tank gun
was designed to save the weight
of the recoil mechanism, a
necessary measure because as
tanks grew bigger and more
thickly armoured, so the
infantry’s anti-tank weapons
grew heavier and more un-
wieldy.

The Boys anti-tank rifle was
succeeded by the two-pounder
gun, then the six-pounder and
then the 17-pounder. (The Piat
entered the field only as a
short-range weapon).

In one respect, gun drill on
the Bat, readers were told, was
different from drill on any
other gun. At no time was the
order ‘“Detachment Rear”
given — since standing behind
the Bat would have been a bad
habit to acquire. Instead, the
detachment formed up at the
side of the weapon.

This was necessary, for firing
caused a tongue of flame to leap
from the gun and the blast
whipped tufts of grass out of
the earth behind the weapon!

The blast behind the gun,
which came through a vent
shaped like a megaphone,
balanced the force exerted in
front by the gases expelling the
shell, thus keeping the gun in
place.

Following trials at the
Support Weapons Wing, fire
control details, tactical use and
gun drills were worked out
before the first Bat detachment
began to train.

It consisted of four members
of the Ist Battalion, The
Gloucestershire Regiment, then
the Army’s demonstration
battalion. LCpls Cox and
Corke, together with Ptes
Gardiner and White were the
chosen foursome.

Where are they now,
SOLDIER wonders?
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Hang on to your hats. Anti-tank platoo!

LI prepare to fire Wombat at Putlos during the

Right - History
in the making,
as the British
Army’s first
BAT detach-
ment stand by
their gun. The
original caption
prudently sug-
gested that
“standing be-
hind the
weapon Wwhile
firing was
something to
be avoided!"”
Left — A clear
demonstration
of Wombat’'s
awesome  hit-
ting power

LR S

EXERCISE King’s Bugle saw
the anti-tank platoons of the 1st
Battalion, The King’s Regim-
ent and the 1st Battalion, The
Light Infantry, normally based
in West Berlin, make a rare
visit to West Germany for the
Berlin Brigade’s annual and
possibly last Wombat concen-
tration.

SOLDIER joined 1 LI on
the range at Putlos where
“double ear protection” was
the strictly enforced order of
the day. A sensible precaution
everyone agreed, for the effect
of Wombat firing is beyond
belief.

About one third of the
platoon had fired the gun
during pre-Berlin training
sessions, but for the remainder
it came as a bit of a shock.

Said 1 LI’s anti-tank platoon
commander, Capt Mike Scarff:
“To begin with, it gave us quite
a fright. I don’t think that
anyone who hasn’t heard it
before or felt the pressure wave
can imagine what it’s like.

“Being right alongside Wom-
bat as one of the gun crew when
it fires can be quite an
experience. It is certainly
louder and more messy than
anything we have done before.”

Fortunately both platoons
found their training was in the
capable hands of QMSI Les
Turner, SASC from the
Support Weapons Wing at
Netheravon.

He is the British Army’s last
remaining expert on this ageing
but enormously lethal weapon,
this being his twelth visit to
Putlos.

“It’s a cracker,” he said,
obviously relishing the prospect
of firing it again.

During the exercise, the
troops practised a variety of
techniques firing PRAC (Prac-
tice) rounds instead of HESH
(High Explosive Squash Head).

So effective is Wombat, had
they used HESH it would have
knocked the targets back over
the skyline. Even so, PRAC
rounds did a whole heap of
damage to the old tank hulks
they were using as hard targets.
It was a sobering thought for

BAT IS STILL A

Capt Mike Scarff, Anti-Tank
Platoon Commander 1 LI

those who took the chance to
give the hulks a closer
inspection during a lull in the
firing.

For one lucky crew there was
a rare opportunity to fire
Wombat from the back of a
Land Rover.

Just one round was fired for
demonstration purposes and
then only after the REME had
inspected the vehicle to ensure
it was fit for having Wombat
mounted.

Reason for this was the effect
the weapon has when fired,
tending to pop rivets, split fuel
tanks and wreck the steering,
such is the shock wave.

Most humorous moment on
King’s Bugle occurred when
Sgt Maj Turner tasked bystan-
ders to scatter grass over a
camouflage net concealing a
gun pit.

As one, the squaddies
gathering grass started bleating
like sheep! The task completed,
it was suggested they might like
to move away from the firing
area. “Go and graze over
there!”” was the order which left
the smart alecs feeling
rather sheepish.

Humour aside, the exercise
could prove historic, for
Wombat is soon to be phased
out in Berlin and replaced by
LAW 80. If it happens before
the next concentration it will
leave the participants of King’s
Bugle with the honour of
having taken part in Berlin
Brigade’s last Wombat shoot.
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GENUINE GOVERNMENT ISSUE KIT

““Britain’s leading supplier of kit to the professionals”
Almost anything in genuine issue kit.

RUCKSACK SAS/PARA BERGEN

@® We also stock the new issue
PLCE Bergens whereby the
pouches can be joined to make a
Day Patrol Sack.

@ Genuine SAS Smocks

@® Genuine SAS Trousers

@ Genuine '58 Webbing

® Genuine Para Smocks

@® Genuine DPM Tropicals

@ Genuine Hi Leg Boots

® Genuine Ammo Boots

@® Genuine GS shirts

® Genuine Ponchos nylon

@ Genuine MoD Gore-tex Bivvis

Nato Ref No: 8465-99-136-1886

PHONE 01-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE
PHONE 01-7-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN'’S (DEPT S)

MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sunday 10-1pm

@ These nylon framed Bergens are
genuine issue MoD kit and will
hold approx 120 litres.

@ This Bergen has been developed
to meet the requirements of all
Special Forces and is suitable for
use in Tropical, Wet, and Arctic
environments.

@ Phone for price and delivery, or
call at our store.

PHONE 01-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION

TAX FREE CARS

FROM THE
PROFESSIONALS

Now there’s more choice than ever from Bristol Street Export Sales!

GEOT _

o

On all make

' ’.we offer:

B Full range of low deposit finance at keen rates
B UK & Western Europe insurance? No problem
B UK Delivery or we will ship to you direct

B Agents for P&0. European Ferries

Phone me, Bob Bright, on 01-460 9101 or cut out the coupon for your free Information Pack

Bristol Street Motors 3.

BRISTOL STREET MOTORS (BROMLEY) LTD
— EXPORT SALES
| Freepost, Bromley, Kent BR29 BR

Rank and Name
| Address

l Tel. No. (work)
| am interested in
Posting date
Delivery date required
| have a for part exchange

Tel No. (home)
(car-model)
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YOU’RE SERVING
YOUR COUNTRY.

MAKE SURE YOU
HAVE A SAY
IN RUNNING IT.

You can have your say by using your vote,
but your name must be on the electoral register.

As a member of HV Forces, you only need to register once
as a service voter, and your vote is assured for the rest of your service
career, wherever you're posted.

Registration forms are available from your unit or ship.

When you complete the form you will be asked to
give a qualifying address. Send the form to the electoral registration officer
for the district in which the address is situated. You will then
be able to vote at all parliamentary, European Parliamentary and
local government elections.

Wives and husbands of members of HM Forces can, if they prefer,
register as civilian voters while living in the UK. But if they move overseas
they have to register as service voters.

' Don’t lose your right to vote Mj

SSUED BY THE HOME OFFICE
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Services' around world sailors confident

‘SBD’ going for
gold!

. . with a parrot
called Aristotle

THE MOST fearless member of the
crew of the Armed Forces entry in the
Whitbread round the world race is a
parrot called Aristotle.

He is also the least likely to mutiny
though he is a master of dumb

ht) and
Capt Bristow (rig
Et packshaw on deck

32,000 miles only

WHATEVER may happen to
“SBD” the chances of her
losing her way on her 32,000
mile journey are remote.

She is equipped with a global
position system (GPS), two
satellite navigation systems,
Decca and Loran systems.

The vessel also has the Argos
French positional system and
(for computer buffs) a Toshiba

T T

to go

5100 with a four megabytes
memory used for optimising
route planning in conjunction
with a Furuno fax system.
There is also Skipper Esson’s
sextant which he has had for

Words: Bill Moore
Pictures: Mike Perring

nearly 20 years and without
which he refuses to put to sea.

“One lighting strike could
put all the high tech out — at
least for a time,” he said.

Operating this formidable
collection of “comms” is Lt
Comdr Colin Watkins who is
also the “met” man and
tactican. Responsible for the
smooth running and repair of
the comms is Capt Andy
Bristow of the Royal Corps of
Signals.

Packed in bags below decks
so that to get anywhere the
crew have to crawl over them
are 30 sails. “SBD” can carry
3,400 square feet of what used
to be called canvas but is now of
a variety of material concocted
by computers which also design
the shapes so not a breath of air
is wasted. Her spinnaker — the
great bellying sail which makes
such an impression on specta-
tors — has an area of 2,600
square feet. When surfing —
running down a wave — the
yacht is expected to reach a
speed of 30 knots.

Left: Capt Bristow at work

insolence.

Aristotle may have been
produced as a cuddly toy but
today, perched just in front of
one of the twin steering wheels,
he serves as the mascot of the
Satquote British Defender, a
gleaming 80ft maxi yacht
manned by 15 British soldiers,
sailors and airmen and owned
by international financier Klaus
Hebben.

According to the skipper Lt
Col Frank Esson, Aristotle
covers his eyes whenever
“SBD” puts out. And whereas
this may be a flight of fancy it is
actually true that “at 20 knots
his wings flip up and we put the
first reef in.”

The really significant thing
about Aristotle is that he had
already sailed 12,000 miles
aboard the sleek vessel by the
time SOLDIER went aboard
three weeks before the race was
due to being on September 2.

This fact alone emphasised
the serious attitude adopted by
the only crew in the race not
composed entirely of profes-
sional yachtsmen. Earlier per-
formances have caught the eye
of seasoned commentators.

“The French yachting press
which can hardly be described
as friendly reckon we’re in with
a chance,” said Lt Col Esson.
“lI suppose we’re the dark
horses. Wherever we finish no
one will be able to say it’s not
for want of trying. We're
putting the work in. All we
need is a little bit of luck.”

In June “SBD” showed her
potential in a major race in the
Caribbean finishing slightly
more than a minute behind the
highly fancied Merit skippered
by a crack Swiss maxi
yachtsman. She then chased
home Merit across the Atlantic
in the St Barthelemy-Lorient

Skipper and frieng

race coming in third despite a
mishap which required her to
complete the voyage with an
improvised rig.

This achievement by a crew
which was in the process of
shaking down greatly increased
its confidence.

Originally “SBD” was to
have had three skippers and
three crews but Herr Hebben
(44), who once served in the
German paratroops, decided to
go all out for a win with the best
crew available.

Lt Col Esson, who served in

The Parachute Regiment be-
fore transferring to the Army
Air Corps (he is a senior flying
instructor at Middle Wallop) is
one of the most experienced
skippers in the Services having
made the Atlantic crossing
eight times and logged 25,000
miles in square-rigged sailing
ships. At 49 he is the oldest
Serviceman aboard, the
youngest being Simon Ling,
20, of the Royal Air Force.
Eight of the 23 strong squad
will be permanent members of

the crew, along with two
civilians, one an American
sailmaker, the other the French
yachtsman Serge Guilamou,
representing the owner. Relief
crew men will be trickled in.

They can expect little
comfort during their 32,000
mile voyage. “SBD” — which is
sometimes taken to stand for
“Silent But Deadily” - is
simply a streamlined carbon
fibre hull stuffed with sails,
ropes, people and electronics.

e T4

THE CREW: Skipper -
Lt Col Frank Esson, AAC;
Navigator - Lt Cdr Colin
Watkins, RN; watch leader

for the whole race Lt John
Best, RAF and M. Serge
Guilamou. :

Other Army members of
_the crew are Capts Andy
Bristow, R Signals; Garfield
Smith and Tim Morris, 7 |
"GR; Lts Justin Packshaw
4/7 DG and Nick Bate, 16/5
L; 2nd Lt Richard Nichol-

 son, RHE; Cpl Paul
- Anderson, RCT; Reserves:
WO2 Paul Hutchinson,
- DWR; Sgt Jan Hoe, RCT.
 The total Services squad
_ is made up of ten from the
Army, six from the Navy
~and seven from the RAF.
~ The squad was chosen
from a total of 500
~applicants. Satquote British |
Defender carries a special
sail number - K 303. She |
was given it by Cdr Tony |
Ashmead, RN, Racing
Secretary of the Royal
~ Ocean Racing Club because
“there was only one com-
- monality between the three
Services when I served and
 that was the old Lee Enfield
rifle — calibre .303 inch.”

Lt Col Esson (below) working at
the chart table. Next to him is Lt
Cdr Watkins, the navigator.
Below left: Capt Tim Morris in
the galley. On the right of the
picture is a bag containing a
sail. No room is wasted.
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(min.order 20 shirts)

* Top Quality Shirts
* Fast, Efficient Service,/
LM * Free Proof Garment %
8 &« Free Design Service e
* UK/Worldwide Delivery

For free full colour brochure and
information pack from the U.K’s

leading supplier to H.M. Forces
contact:

Printers & Manufacturers of Leisure Garments

f;w

tmf,“‘/

Printing House, Savernake Street, Swindon
SNI 3LZ, Wiltshire. Telephone: (0793) 695766.
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With the new Mitsubishi Colt and Lancer the The exciting new Colt and Lancer |
choice is yours. i with a free 3-year 100,000km warranty
Hatch or boot. Carburettor or fuel injection. I *Please send me details of the Mitsubishi range of tax free cars I
Single overhead camshaft or 16-valve ‘twin cam’. | \QT& > — — 1|
The sporty new Colt 1300GL, 1500GLX or [ Regziment/Unit —— 1
: Addesess e .0 L L lin . R iy
1600 GTi hatchback | I
The roomy new Lancer 1500GLX or 1600CTi R — |
4-door saloon. l To: The Colt Car Company Ltd., Watermoor,
They're available now i Cirencester, Glos GL7 1LF Tel 0285 655777 |
Whichever one you prefer you'll find it the | M|TSUB|3H| o i
perfect choice for any family Leadlng the way 4
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IN THE PAST 50 years we
have gained and maintained our
position as the most powerful
direct fire arm in combat and
our principal equipment, the
tank, has shown that it is the
most decisive weapon on the
battlefields of the world.

In that time the tank has
developed from a simple
armoured box on tracks, with a
small gun, into a powerful,
agile and well-armoured fight-
ing vehicle like Challenger with
its 120mm cannon, compute-
rised fire control equipment,
Chobham armour and a road
speed of 56kph.

In the Second World War the
RAC numbered more than 140
regiments in tanks and
armoured reconnaissance vehi-
cles. Since then it has served in
every continent except Aus-
tralia.

We now have 17 Regular
regiments (19 if you include the
Life Guards and the Blues and
Royals who, though having the
same role and equipment as the
RAC, are strictly speaking
Household Cavalry) and five
yeomanry regiments, part of
the Territorial Army.

Even in these post-imperial
days we serve in many places;
UK, West Germany, Berlin,
Cyprus and Belize, and 14
armoured squadrons train in
Canada every year.

The RAC not only mans the
Army’s tanks. Five Regular
regiments equipped with Sci-
mitar, and two yeomanry
regiments with Fox, are
committed to NATO in time of
war.

There are also three yeoman-
ry Home Defence recce
regiments, who provide district
commanders in the UK with all
their military reconnaissance.

We are proud to have
achieved this anniversary, but
it is only one milestone in a long
history.

B

FIGHTING

one tank?

Our youngest regiment, the
Royal Tank Regiment, dates
from February 1916, but some,
including my own old regim-
ent, the 5th Royal Inniskilling
Dragoon Guards, are over 300
years old.

We are very much a
collection of regimental fami-
lies, each with its own
traditions and focus of loyalty,
so there is no need for a major
celebration.

This family atmosphere, this
sense of cohesion among small
groups of men who know and
trust each other, is the bedrock
of RAC morale.

The crew of a tank or
reconnaissance vehicle must
work as a team, each trained in
his own skill and confident in
his mates. Qur close knit
regiments, each recruiting from
its own home area, are ideal to
produce this spirit.

QOur future is secure.
Chieftain will be replaced by a
more modern tank in the 90s —
either improved versions of the
German Leopard 2 or Amer-
ican MI1Al Abrams, or a
development of Challenger
designed and produced by
Vickers Defence Systems.

This will leave us well poised
for the 21st century, and I see
the development of new
technology providing the RAC
with a revolutionary tank after

that, making use of electro-
magnetic energy and avionics to
simplify the crew’s workload.

I also see the crews
themselves reducing from four
to three or even two men in
each tank, to reduce size and
weight, and to allow for a
decreasing national population.

Brig Phil Sanders, Comd
Armoured 1 BR Corps
lays a wreath at RAC
memorial ceremony in
BAOR

Two men to

Picture: Spook Bennett

L.

Although I am confident that

there will always be a key role

for tanks, the future battlefield,
the RAC is not blinkered.

Qur tradition is one of
adaptability, and we are
working on producing a new
reconnaissance vehicle, and
looking towards Long Range
TRIGAT, the advanced ant
tank missile due in service in
the late nineties, as a weapon
for the Armoured Corps.

In short we are a corps with a
long history of excellence in
many fields, and with, I
believe, an exciting future
ahead of us. It’s a good time to
be in the RAC!?
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Badge 939/42

Light Mk VI moving over rough ground in the
desert

e —~

Matilda stranded after losing track — recovery under way

THE ROYAL Armoured
Corps was only five months old
when Britain declared war on
Germany on September 3, 1939
— exactly 50 years ago yesterday
by SOLDIER’s cover date.

In celebrating its birthday
with a cocktail party, adding an
extra flourish to the Bovington
Battle Day and holding a
modest parade in BAOR the
RAC can hardly be said to be
overdoing things.

For the anniversary is one of
the most important in the
British military calendar, mark-
ing the final acknowledgement
that the machine and not the
horse is the key to victory in
modern war,

The formation of the RAC
was announced by Mr Hore-
Belisha, Secretary of State for
War on April 4, 1939,

It was to consist of a Cavalry

Rare picture of General
Montgomery boarding
his personal tank (1942/
1943) a General Grant.
The ladder was specially
made as the wartime
caption emphasised
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The Originals

Regular units formiig the RAC in 1939

The Originals. The Regular
units which formed the RAC
in 1939

Cavalry

1st King’s Dragoon Guards;
The Queen’s Bays; 3rd
Carabiniers; 4th/7th Dragoon
Guards; 5th Inniskilling Dra-

Wing of 18 mechanised Regular
and eight yeomanry regiments
and a Royal Tank Regiment
Wing of eight Regular and
seven TA battalions (40th to
46th RTR).

(The RTR had been the
Royal Tank Corps until then.)

In an attempt to placate the
Old and Bold it was stated the
corps would be “more of an
association than amalgama-
tion”’.

Humorists made the most of
the transformation of the
cavalry which one said had
“been rounded up and pressed
into tanks or armoured motor
cars. They have all the
sensations of a saloon bar
person in public bar circumst-
ances.”

The RTR tended to refer to
their new ‘‘associates” as ‘‘hay
burners”.

The realities of war swept
away any lingering animosities.

The RAC went to war in
three main types of tank.

Light Mark VlIs, armed with
one .5 and one .303 Vickers
machine gun, weighed 5% tons
and were capable of more than
30mph.

Cruisers mounted two-
pounders as main armament
(though some had a 3.7in
“mortar” for close support) and
weighed 14-15 tons. The

goon Guards; 3rd, 4th, 7th
and 8th Hussars; 9th Lancers;
10th and 11th Hussars; 12th
Lancers; 13th/18th, 14th/20th
and 15th/19th Hussars; 16th/
5th and 17th/21st Lancers.
Royal Tank Regiment

1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th
and 8th Battalions.

slowest was capable of 15mph,
the newest more than 30mph

Infantry (I) tanks came in
two sizes — one an 8mph version
with a single machine gun was
designed to be almost shell
proof. The second, the cele-
brated Matilda, mounted a
two-pounder, was equally well
protected and capable of
15mph.

All three types took part in
furious fighting in France in
May 1940.

The Matilda enhanced its
reputation at Arras where,
during an attack on the SS
Totenkopf Division, conven-
tional armour piercing shells
proved powerless against it.

It was eventually stopped by
88mm anti-aircraft guns em-
ployed in the ground role on
the orders of Maj Gen Rommel
then commanding the 7th
Panzer Division.

Using the same types of
tanks in the Middle East the
British scored brilliant victories
against the Italians.

In June 1941 they suffered a
severe set back at Halfaya Pass
where Rommel, who had
arrived with an armoured force
in April, met an attack with
88mm guns. A squadron of
Matildas was lost along with
their reputation as Queen of the
Desert.

Operation  Battleaxe was
doubly disappointing as a fast
new cruiser which made its
battlefield debut proved to be
mechanically suspect.

Subsequent reverses were
attributed to the better arma-
ment and armour of the panzers
and this theory has persisted.

Later appreciations, notably
by Fd Marshal Lord Carver,
writing from personal experi-
ence, indicate that the Germans
used their anti-tank guns more
effectively.

That did not prevent the
RAC - cavalry, yeomanry and
RTR - from playing the lead
role in the bewildering dogfight
culminating in the relief of
Tobruk in December 1941.

Trials and tribulations lay
ahead but the articles of
““association”, tardily formed in
1939, had been sealed in blood.

A squadron of the Royal Tank Regiment with Matildas when
they were Queens of the Desert

Up-gunned cruisers with slx-pounder (above) appeared in
1942. The fast Crusader arrived in 1941 but frequently
needed recovery (below) often under fire
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UK test case fails — next
stop European Court?

WHERE DO we go from
here? After vyears of
fighting for justice for
thousands of British Ser-
vice wives who feel they
are being robbed of
unemployment benefit a
judgment has been deli-
vered.

The result was not what |
hoped to hear but at least it
gives ammunition for a
case to be made to the
European Court, the Euro-
pean Parliament or what-
ever the next appropriate
authority may be.

After cases brought by
two wives, Judge Bromley,
the Chief Social Security
Commissioner, who sat

Tribunal sympatheticbut ...

with two other commission-
ers, said: *' ... we have in
general terms great difficul-
ty in seeing how a claimant
who goes abroad for the
purposes of accompanying
a husband (or wife) posted
abroad can bring herself or
himself within the descrip-
tion of a person going
abroad ‘in order to seek
employment’ as provided
(and he quoted the relevant
Article 69).

“Similarly we have
great difficult also in
seeing how, in general,
claimants in the posi-

tion of Service wives
who have left their
employment in the Un-
ited Kingdom because
of such a posting can
satisfy the qualifying
conditions of
availability . . .

“The members of this
tribunal all have con-
siderable sympathy
with the position of the
claimant in this appeal
and those in the accom-
panying appeals.

“It seems manifestly
unsatisfactory that
such persons, all of

Six months to
sellhome-MoD is
ready to extend

| MENTIONED recently the
problems facing Service-
men who find it difficult to
sell their houses within the
six months during which
they are entitled to draw
certain allowances.

Some buyers in towns
such as Aldershot, aware
of the pressure this puts on
the seller, have simply
waited until the price has
come down.

The MoD now tells me:
“You will be pleased to
note that the six-month rule
may be extended where
the individual is experienc-
ing difficulty in buying
and/or selling their property
in direct consequence of a
posting.

“If a Serviceman wishes
to submit a case, seeking
an extension to the six
months involuntarily sepa-
rated provision, it will be
considered. Cases should
be staffed through the
chain of command and not
sent direct to PS10.”

So much for the good
news — from Woolwich it is
not so good.

Thirty or more flats have
been standing empty there
since the last Service
family moved out in June.

They present an unhap-
py picture to an ex corporal
who was forced to quit his
married quarter recently to
avoid eviction.

32

Because he and his wife
are childless and healthy
the local authority has no
obligation to rehouse them
nor to allot them one of the
MQs which Woolwich Gar-
rison leases to Greenwich
Borough Council.

They cannot move into
one as they are reserved
for the homeless on the
local authority list and the
council is not prepared to
accept them on their list.

Would it not be possible

to transfer families like the
corporal and his wife to
leased properties as part of
the agreement with the
local council?

Could not the MoD make
a deal with the local
authority that leases are
made under the proviso
that they help ex Service-
men who have a genuine
housing need at the end of
their service until they can
find an alternative in
London and the south?

BAOR students
meet the Minister

Mrs Angela Rumbold, Under Secretary for Education
(right seated) held a Q and A session in a House of

Commons Committee room with a dozen A Level

students from Windsor
School, Rheindahlen.

It was the climax of a
day spent visiting the
House of Commons.

Later she referred to
their visit during Ques-
tion Time in the House
and said she would look
into some of the points
raised by them.

The object of the visit
was to give A level
students an opportunity
to visit industry and
commerce as well as see
Parliament at work.

It was the third Rhein-
dahlen pupils’ visit.

ment”.

whom were in employ-
ment in this country
and all of whom are
obliged to give up work
in order to accompany
their husbands abroad
when they were posted
abroad in the Service of
the Crown, should find
it virtually impossible
to qualify for a benefit
which would otherwise
be their entitiement in a
period of temporary
unemployment.

“We must however
apply the law as it
stands. Accordingly the
appeal fails.”

The grounds for turning
down the appeal are the
old, old story — Mrs S was
not on certain days ‘‘avail-
able to be employed in
employed earner's employ-

The case had been
argued on behalf of the
wives by Mr Martin Rodger
of the Free Representation
Unit. Mr Guy Sankey
represented the adjudicat-
ing officers (who originally
dealt with the case).

It is left to the adjudicat-
ing officers to decide in
each case whether or not a
wife accompanying her
husband abroad meets the
reguirements for obtaining
benefit.

Their decisions differ
widely. In the period
1987-8, 1,000 Service

wives were awarded three
months unemployment be-
nefit but 1,900 were
refused.

At the moment 5,000
wives are seeking work in
Europe outside the UK and
registered with the Pioneer

Labour Support Unit,
according to an NAO

report.

WITH FAMILIES IN MIND

Hong Kong crackshots — members of the wives small bore rifle team of the
1st Battalion The Duke of Edinburgh’'s Royal Regiment have made a name
for themselves while the unit is stationed at Stanley Fort

When a bus driver
says no pushchairs

WIVES in BAOR have
written to me about the
difficulty of taking push-
chairs on the MoD bus
when, for example, they
have to go to the Naafi.
‘““Sometimes we all have
to argue with the driver,”
says one. “Can you find
out what the rules are?”
The MoD informs me
that a commonsense
approach is required by
both parties, but says the
buses are there primarily to
move troops whose lug-
gage usually goes in a
separate vehicle.
Accepting that there is a
problem ‘‘and that there is
no clear-cut answer” the
MoD suggests families
should obtain baby car-
riages which fold flat in one
piece or one of the smaller
pram types which have
folding wheels and a
detachable carrycot.
Though there are no
regulations forbidding the

carriage of prams, drivers
do have the authority to
refuse to carry pushchairs
or prams which in their
opinion might consitute a
safety hazard.

A suggestion that some
seats be removed to make
a storage area was
unacceptable as all
coaches operate each day

to carry children to and
from school and are usually
full.

They do their amenity
journeys in between school
opening and closing times.

It is a problem that won't
be resolved easily and the
alternative appears to be
what MoD suggests — buy
a collapsible pushchair.

CHANCE FOR CHILDREN

PARENTS may wish to
investigate the Assisted
Places Scheme, which is
designed to help those with
academically able children
to provide an education
suited to their needs, but
are unable to afford the
fees.

Parents who earn up to
£7,584 can receive free
places and a sliding scale
applies to those who gross
from £8,000 to £20,000.

A new list of 280 schools

includes 52 new schools
each offering five places a
year. Children can take up
these places at 11,12 0r 13
years or in their Sixth Form
year.

Applications must be
made by January for
September entry.

A free leaflet is available
from National ISIS
(Independent Schools
Information Service), 56
Buckingham Gate, London
SWI1E 6AG.

Case of the

Navy turning
a blind eye?

THE ONLY way the wives
of men in the Irish Defence
Forces were able to
highlight the problem of
their husbands’ low wages
was to threaten to stand for
parliament. That brought
about a government in-
quiry.

Britain has an indepen-
dent pay review body for
the Armed Forces but its
remit is restricted. It cannot
deliberate insurance pay-
ments and benefits paid by
the Departments of Health
and Social Security.

Neither is taken into
consideration when asses-
sing a soldier’s pay, nor are
they considered in asses-
sing LOA or Disturbance
Allowances.

As more and more
families face financial diffi-
culties the exclusion of
these items is important.

Until the early 1970s the
MoD was unaware that
families faced problems
connected with  social
security.

It was then that | learned
wives were having difficulty
claiming Family Allo-
wances (now Child Benefit)
as they moved from place
to place.

Since | raised this with
the authorities the problem
has been 99 per cent dealt
with but a whole range of
matters concerning be-
nefits for Service depen-
dants remains unresolved.

What | fail to understand
is why the Navy Branch of
MoD has the responsibility
for playing the lead role in
all such matters when very
few of their dependants live
overseas and therefore do
not face the same prob-
lems.

Despite this obvious flaw
in the system the Navy is
responsible for submitting
relevant cases to ministers
and/or raising them on
behalf of individuals.

My request to see the
Head of the Pay, Pensions

and Conditions of Service
Division was refused at
first. It came about only
after the intervention of the
then Adjutant General.

The Head of the Division
told me that DHSS benefits
were not high on his list of
priorities and that he had
not come across cases of
people experiencing diffi-
culty in obtaining less-
known benefits such as
Severe Disablement Allo-
wance.

If, like the Army, the
Navy had to concern itself
with the problems of 5,000
unemployed wives many of
whom have been refused
unemployment benefit |
feel sure the Navy Board
would give the matter
greater consideration.

Unlike the Irish wives |
feel | can hardly stand for
Parliament but | could
chain myself to the bollards
outside the new Depart-
ments of Health and Social
Security Offices, 50 yards
from the MoD in Whitehall
and a quarter of a mile from
Admiralty Arch!

After 15 years, drastic
action is called for.

Service dependants are
only asking to be treated
the same as any other UK
citizen.

A COMPREHENSIVE
guide to war pensions
and allowances has
been published — DSS
leaflet MPL 154 1989.
It gives the rates from
private to major

general for pensions
or awards and is

available through
HIVES, SSAFA offices
and BFPOs.
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There's no easier, faster or more efficient way of buying a tax-
free car than by dealing with the experts — Services Car
Exports, Rover's officially appointed tax-free sales

specialists. No matter where in the World you're posted

we'll offer free advice on every aspect of buying one of the
arranging a finance

package to suit your

needs, to ironing ouf the

even arrange a part exchange deal

on your existing car. And, of course,

every new model arrives with

available. Simply complete and cut

out the coupon below or give us a
call ight now and you could soon be

superb models from the

t c ut paperwork and arranging
Supercover, one of the most compre-

on the road in a new Rover car.,

Rover range. From

delivery — at home or overseas. We'l
hensive vehicle warranty packages
it's as simple as that,

car

I. ®Th 'al package — posting abroad tax free or returning to the UK tax paid
J delivery. ®Expert advice — personal service, all formalities handled for you.
) suit your needs. ®Best value frade-in. e Delivery where you want it - shipping arranged

I_..___..____.__._.____._____________><§

Please rush me details on: (tick box] _I

I Montfego ] Maestro [ Metro [] Mini [ Rover 200 [] Rover 800 [ I

' For use in - (Counfry] Date reqd I
Name plus rank

I Address I

l Tel. No: (Day) (Eve) l
Current make and model Likely change dafe:

I Post to: Serices Car Exports Ltd., FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR. I

L (No stamr: required, if mailed in UK or BFPO) or ‘phone the Hotline (0367) 21225. J
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MORE
LETTERS

Security
guards
are
smarter

In response to D J McLeod’s
letter regarding uniform and in
particular the awful number
two dress. I agree absolutely
with him that the uniforms of
yesteryear were far smarter,
and much more “military”; I
also understand the reason
behind our drab uniformity —
MONEY!

However, that is not to say
thar we should always appear in
sloppy uniforms. All govern-
ments have cash-flow prob-
lems, yet the Germans manage
to have a smart uniform (didn’t
they always) and even the
French and Americans to a
certain extent!

British soldiers have long
been the best trained and worst
dressed. When I was serving I
had the railor fit belt hooks to
my new style No 2 Dress which
helped.

As a matter of interest, I am
now a shopping centre security
guard, and my present uniform
is if anything smarter than my
old No 2 Dress — P Grant (Ex
W02 CSM), 25 Cross St,
Farnborough, Hants GUIl4
6AB.

Dress
non-sense

Isn’t it about time we had a
standard order of traditional
ceremonial dress? We have
regiments going on parade in
khaki No 2s, the officers in
blue No 1s and the band in
scarlet full dress!

When most regimental bands
have adopted a good imitation
of traditional full dress, why are
Scottish bandsmen still sup-
plied with non-traditional green
doublets, even when some of
their drummer colleagues are
now in scarlet again?

Would it be beyond the
realms of modern technology to
produce a not too expensive
traditional full dress for all
ranks if No Is and 2s are
scrapped? - D Griffin, 3
Tansley Avenue, Leicester.



Naafi blender favours
the malty character

When the Duchess of York

visited the Amesbury
warehouse, she was pre-
sented with a framed copy
of this photograph of the
Queen Mother, taken in
1943, during a visit to the
Naafi training centre, then
at Woking in Surrey. A
copy hangs in Naafi
London headquarters, and
another was hung in the
office of Bill Payne, tea
factory manager for more
than 36 years.

THE famed Naafi cuppa has
royal approval — the Duchess of
York has recalled how as a
young girl she used to drink it
with a spoonful of sugar as a
treat, writes Jennifer Griffiths.

Changing tastes such as the
advent of the tea bag are
reflected by the drop in sales of
loose tea, blended and packed
in the Naafi tea factory at
Amesbury, Wilts.

But tea bag sales go from
strength to strength, thanks to
the sensitive palate of Bill
Payne, divisional buyer of tea
and coffee, and tea factory
manager for more than 36
years.

“We operate in the London
tea auction and in all the
overseas markets. Before an
auction we ask for samples and
study auction catalogues,” he
explained.

“We buy most of our teas
from Africa. Generally, we find
they are fresher and much

Maureen Storey, buyer's assistant. Tastes change and the tea bag

has long overtaken loose tea in popularity. She is pictured with one
of the Naafi's first boxes of 18 bags

brighter and better for our
blends. We tend to blend tea
that has malty character to it,
and we want our liquid with the
milk to be nice and bright in
the cup.”

Tea tasting is such a highly
specialised art that if Mr Payne
goes down with a cold, he is
unable to taste until it has
cleared. The night before a tea

tasting session he is careful to
avoid strong flavours, such as
garlic, because that, too, can
affect the tasting.

About 96 per cent of British
tea drinkers take it with milk.
Mr Payne tastes teas first
without milk.

“Then we put a measured
amount in the tea to see what
affect it has. It gives a better
guide to the quality of the tea.
We try to get a nice, bright
orangey colour to the liquid.”

Before making the final
choice of tea they will buy, the
leaf, and infusion, as well as the
liquid, is examined.

Mr Payne said: “As a guide
to the quality of tea, the
brighter and more coppery the
infusion, the better the quality.
The darker the poorer.”

When the Duchess of York

. visited the warehouse, she

didn’t drink any Naafi tea! Alec
Clayton, restaurant manager,
had been tipped off by
Buckingham Palace that infused
ginger is her favourite drink.

The Duchess was genuinely
surprised when she was offered
her favourite brew while other
guests drank tea and coffee
during a break for refresh-
ments.

Bill Payne (left), divisional
buyer, prepares teas for
tasting
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BRIEFS

CHOOSE FROM OVER 70
[GCSE/GCE/SCE

over 50 examination subjects to 1 Motorcycle Maintenance
choose from. All main examination § Automobile Engineering
groups and boards covered 1 Carpentry & Joinery

1 Building
1 Refrigeration & Air Conditioning
1 Adult Skills: Working with wWords 1 Surveying & Estimating
1 Adult Skills: Working with Numbers I Technical Drawing _
1 Good English 1 City & Guilds Basic Mechanical
1 Personal Financial Planning Engineering
1 Firearms Repair
1 Civil Engineering

Horticulture/Agriculture

1 Royal Horticultural Society
Examination

1 Intensive Market Gardening

1 Complete Gardening

1 General Agriculture

1 Academy of Travel Management
Examinations

1 Language Skills: French

1 Language Skills: German

1 Language Skills: talian

1 Language Skills: Spanish

o el BUSIESS

L it e I Book-keeping & Accountancy

1 BASIC Programming 1 Business Management

1 COBOL Programming 1 Hotel & Catering Management
1 Running Your Own Business

1 Computer Information Systems 1 Advertising

1 Salesmanship

; Relatio
§ Supenvison
1 City & Guilds Basic Electronic 1 Storekeeping
Engineering 1 Institute of Marketing
1 Electronic Engineering Examinations
1 City & Guilds Radio Amateurs’ 1 ICS Diploma in Marketing
1 TV, video & Hi-Fi Servicing 1 Institute of Personnel
1 Electrical Engineering
0 Electrical Contracting/
Installations

Management Examinations
1 ICS Diploma in Personnel
Management

d pace and times that suit you.

Now you can get the skills and qualificationsg\
you need for career success with an ICS Home
Study Course.

Learn in the comfort of your own home at the

ICS is the world's largest, most experienced home
study school. Over the years our independently-
approved courses have helped nearly 9 million people
to improve their job prospects.

To find out how we can help you simply post or
phone today for your FREE INFORMATION PACK On
the course of your choice.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES!
[Office Skills ]

1 Typing

1 Executive Assistant

1 Private Secretarial Practice
1 Speedhand

General Interest/Leisure
1 Anatomy ‘

1 Catering & Gourmet Cooking
1 Creative Art

1 Practical Photography

1 Beginners Guitar

1 Fashion Merchandising

1 Beauty Care & Personality
1 Child Psychology

1 Fitness & Nutrition

1 Religious Studies

1 Astronomy

1 Child Day Care

1 Cartooning Emergency Services
1 Art Master Class 1 Police & Prison Service Entrance
1 Interior Design Exam

1 Soft Furnishings & Textiles
1 Dressmaking

1 Pattern Cutting & Design
1 Embroidery

1 Short Storywriting

1 Freelance Journalism

r—--—--—-—-—-—-1
Course of Interest:

1 Ambulance Service — Licentiate
Examination

1 Instititution of Fire Engineers
Examinations

1

1 1
J Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss - 1
| Address - I SN i
1 -
P. Code I

| S .
| International Correspondence Schools, |
1 I':s Dept. PYS98 312/314 High Street,

/
Sutton, Surrey SM11PR, Uﬁ - Jr

h----------
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Survival
manual
for

the POW

THERE have been a great
many escape stories but few
in-depth studies of life as a
prisoner-of-war. Stalag Luft
III: The Secret Story, is
claimed to be the first
comprehensive account of what
life was actually like in a
Second World War POW camp
90 miles south-west of Berlin
which grew to a complex of six
compounds holding more than
10,000 prisoners, mainly Allied
airmen.

The author, Arthur A
Durand, tells of what a prisoner
could expect from the moment
he was downed by fighter or
anti-aircraft fire up to the
hardships of the camp’s
evacuation to the west and
ultimate liberation.

It is a story based on
interviews with ex prisoners
and guards, on published and
unpublished memoirs and
records, and very largely on a
coded history kept by three
compound prisoners appointed
by the Senior American Officer
and smuggled out during the
1945 evacuation.

An early chapter is devoted
to Dulag Luft — the interroga-
tion centre for aircrew prison-
ers near Oberursal at the foot of
the Taunus Mountains.

To those of us who have long
believed that the Germans in
the Second World War were
masters of interrogation, it will
be enlightening to read about a
German flier, Franz von
Werra, who was shot down
over England, sent as a POW to
Canada where he escaped and
returned to Germany via the
USA and Mexico.

Von Werra, who had
experience of the British Air
Interrogation Centre at Cock-
fosters, is reported as saying he
“would rather be interrogated
by half a dozen German
inquisitors than one RAF
expert.”’

Arthur Durand presents a
very fair assessment of the
German treatment of Allied

Queensman’s view

of Salerno beach-head

THE Queen’s Royal Surrey
Regiment’s part in the first
major Allied assault on the
European mainland in 1943 is
the subject of Salerno Remem-
bered by Geoffrey Curtis, who
was the most junior platoon
commander in 2/6th Queen’s
when, as a unit of 56 London
Division, they were actively
engaged in the establishment of

Homeward bound
British POWsona
hospital train at

the end of the
Second World
War

the Salerno beach-head and the
subsequent breakout.

The author is not selfish in
his narrative; many recollec-
tions are aired of others in the
six battalions of the Queen’s
that were components of 7
Armoured and 56 London
Divisions. It is essentially an
infantryman’s view of the
action, but written in the

prisoners. The Gestapo and SS
are subjected to condemnation
but the regular camp staff (the
“goons”’) are generally shown
as honest and reasonably
humane.

The book can be read as a
POW survival manual: what to
expect from the moment of
capture, the interrogation, the
life in confinement and how to
preserve sanity, not only of
oneself but of other prisoners.

For many this depends on
the glimmer of optimism
associated with attempts at
escape but such activities are a
small part of POW camp life:
sport, theatrical production,
study and keeping fit are
equally important.

No one can expect to come
through a POW experience
without scars but it is apparent
from this account, albeit
concerned with events of nearly
half a century ago, that it is
possible to lessen the mental
and physical damage. — B]
Stalag Luft Ill: The Secret
Story by Arthur A Durand.
Published by Wiliam Kimber/
Patrick Stephens. Price £12.95.

and wars

context of the whole operation.

Maj Fergus Ling, 2ic 2/5th
Queen’s is responsible for one
of the many human touches in
the book: “The Beachmaster
said ‘Good morning, nice day’
and the RSM said ‘About turn’.
Needless to say we had
forgotten to carry ashore our
two cases of 3 inch mortar
bombs which the RSM was

X

and no humbug

THE ttle of Ian Bennett’s
Eyewitness in Zululand is
slightly misleading. For though
much of the book is concerned
with the Zulu War as seen
through the eyes of a British
soldier, there is a great deal
more to it than that.

Maj Gen Julian Thompson of
Falklands fame sums it up in a
foreword describing the section
on the interplay between
British, Boer and Bantu as “a
marvellously clear potted his-
tory of events which still bear
on the situation today without
any of the humbug of so many
modern accounts.”

The charm of the accounts of
the various campaigns lies in
the words of Col Walter
Dunne, who fought in South
Africa as a young commissary
officer and retired as colonel in
the Army Service Corps.

Lt Col Bennett discovered
his reminiscences in the
archives of the Royal Corps of
Transport where they had lain
for nearly a century, not lost
but simply ignored.

The reminiscences cover
Dunne’s part in the stand at
Rorke’s Drift, the defeat of the
wily old chief Sekukuni (in
which 8,000 Swazi warriors
fought with spear and shield
alongside the redcoats) and the
disastrous First Boer War.

But what many will find
fascinating is the ingenuity
shown by Dunne and others in
overcoming the supply prob-
lems in the days before the
internal combustion engine.

Eyewitness in Zululand by lan
Bennett. Published by Greenhill
Books. Price £16.95.

collecting in a dump on the
beach.”

All manner of unpleasant
things can happen in the course
of assault landings. For
example: “Near disaster struck
when the LCI bumped a ship in
front and holed the store in the
bows destroying the battalion’s
vital stocks of tea and sugar!
But the Navy, co-operative as
ever, conjured up fresh
supplies.”

A Company 2/5th Queen’s
made a landing which seemed
to have no ending. “They
waded on in the darkness, but
when the banks appeared on
either side they realised that
they were walking up the bed of
the River Tusciano . . .”

These are some of the lighter
recollections of the campaign
but, of course, there are many
sad memories, such as the short
paragraph in the account of
Operation Avalanche which
was aimed at the seizure of
Naples.

“I remember in 2/6th we had
a splendid stocky little para-
trooper, known to us all just as
Freddie, who frequently used
to come out on recce patrols
with us. He would make
contact with the inhabitants in
no-man’s land or even behind
the German lines and pick up
information which we would
never have obtained. Sadly he
was killed while still serving
with us in Anzio.” Unrecog-
nised by any decoration, we
must presume.

To sum up in the author’s
words “. .. I hope that this
account will fill a gap by
drawing on the recollections of
those of us who were at Salerno
to recapture the smell of battle

. The graves of so many
Queensmen in the beautiful
war cemetery at Salerno are
testimony to the price which
was paid, and we will
remember them.” In this book
Geoffrey Curtis has created a
very apt memorial. — BJ

Salerno Remembered by Geof-
frey Curtis. Published by The
Queen's Royal Surrey Regimental
Association, and availaple from
The Queen's Royal Surrey
Regiment Museum, Clandon
Park, Guildford, Surrey GU4 7RG.
Price £8.50 plus 90p postage.
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Members of the Fiddlers Club sound off — | to r

y Trumpters Hensall, Norton, Dobbs, Owen, Bryant and Schofield

sk, RSA Larkhill

Still blowing strong

ANYONE who ever served on
a camp where trumpeters were
being trained will recall the
torture at the beginning of a
course, writes Bill Moore.

As the days went by the
performance improved, then
just as they managed to make
Reveille as acceptable as it can
be the whole darn thing started
all over again.

It is comforting to report
therefore that at least the
training was thorough and
perhaps nowhere better than in
the Royal Artillery Boys
Batteries.

Though the last of them
qualified in July 1939 members
of a group of ex trumpeters
gathered at the Royal Artillery
Mess, Larkhill, showed they
had forgotten nothing.

They sounded off splendidly
for The Master Gunner, St
James’s Park (Gen Sir Martin
Farndale), calling the guests to
a buffet supper.

It was the 17th reunion of the
Fiddlers Club. Why boy
trumpeters were known as such
is lost in the mists of time. It
may have been that because
they were given so little to eat
they spent a great deal of time
on the fiddle to supplement
38

First posting. Boy Trumpeters Greenhow (left) and Dobbs at
Quetta on the North West Frontier of India. The date: 1930

their rations and pay!

They were also known as
“Badgies” but this-undoubted-
ly came from the Indian Army
term “Baja wallah” meaning
music man.

When all guns were horse-
drawn, trumpeters were essen-
tial for sounding calls on active
service and were required to be
good riders as well as musically
proficient.

They appeared in many a
Victorian campaign and the last
known fatal casualty in the field

is believed to have been a
Trumpeter Kelly of 10 Moun-
tain Battery who died in
England of wounds received in
the South African War.

Boys, however, did go to
France in 1914 and some had
seen action at Mons and Ypres
before they were sent home as
under age (they were enlisted
when between 14 and 15'2
years old). One, Trumpeter
Waldron of 37 Battery, won the
DCM at Le Cateau (Aug 1914)
at the age of 16.

Though horse artillery had
been phased out in Britain
when the Second World War
broke out in 1939 the two Boys
Batteries (Nos 1 and 2) were
still training trumpeters and
teaching riding.

Disbanded for a time, they
were reformed as a single
battery in 1942 with the object
of producing “. . . the future
Warrant Officer and Senior
NCOs of the Regiment”. Half
of them were, in fact,
eventually commissioned and
two became brigadiers.

The man behind the Fiddlers
Club is Maj Joe Dobbs, who
followed his father into the RA
and joined as a Boy in 1929.

After service in India he went
to France with the BEF and
was lucky to escape in 1940 as
his battery was attached to the
S51st Highland Division cap-
tured at St Valery.

He returned with the
invasion forces and after the
German surrender was commis-
sioned and posted to the Far
East.

At 75 his bearing and
turn-out say a great deal for the
system that produced him.
Maybe the food wasn’t so bad
in those days after all.



The pictures below differ in ten details. Find
them and you could be £50 richer or win a new
book. Just circle the differences in the right hand
picture, cut out the whole panel, add your name
and address and send to HOAY 470, SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot GU11 2DU by Sept 22.
Do not include anything else in your envelope.

HOW OBSERVANT ARE YOU?

More than one entry can be submitted but
photocopies cannot be accepted.

The first correct entries drawn will be the
winners. No correspondence can be entered into.

The names of the winner of the £50 first prize
and two runners-up will be announced in the
October 16 issue.

COMPETITION
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SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE YOU
GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY - ONLY
£14.55 FOR A YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION IN
UK, £10.00 BFPO, ELSEWHERE £18.55 OVER-
SEAS (SURFACE MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE,
SUBSCRIPTIONS DEPT, ORDNANCE ROAD,
ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU.

(Cheques to Command Cashier UKLF). 3120

London, 25 mile radius from centre,
required to rent - at least two
bedrooms, for two or three years, from
January 1990. Reliable couple mid 20s
with small child, stationed Cyprus.
References available. Mr P Chapman,
Medical Centre, HQ Episkopi, BFPO
53 37/89
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Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. SAE for free
list, Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Bellevue
Street, Filey, North Yorks. 3989

Ever wanted a title? (with use of
remote Lochside retreat). Become a
Scottish Highland ‘Laird’ for only
£10.00. A unique gift idea. Full details
from S A Survival (Land), 5 Gayfield,
Arbroath, Angus, Scotland DD11 1Q]J.

11/90

Why not start collecting coronation,
. jubilee, school, sports, masonic, buffs,
religious, Red Cross, hospital, nurses
and miscellaneous medals, lapel badges,
etc. Send first class stamp for free list
and free gift offer to: 18 Hollybank
Road, Birkenhead 1.41 2SY. 3789

Lifelike Soldiers, reproduced in
Bronze/resin on attractive wooden
plinths. Send large SAE for brochure —
Classic Sculptures, 12 Mayfly Close,
Fordingbridge, Hants SP6 1QL. (0425)
52360. TC

"~ CLASSIFIED

Genuine British and foreign military
badges, for sale and wanted C. L. Heys
(Antiques) Ltd., P.O. Box 6l5,
Middleton, Tamworth, Staffs B78 2AZ.

11780

Lowest prices on all outdoor clothing
with John Bull School of Adventure. It
is not the cheapest, but it is the
cheapest for the best tried and tested
equipment in all theatres of the globe.
Example Helly Hansen tops from £10,
SAS Smocks £45 or £69 depending on
the cloth. Swedish military jerseys £18.
SAE for leaflet to J. Bull, 12
Littlethorpe Park, Ripon, N. Yorks
HG4 1UQ. 5189
Born 1890-1989? ‘Times’ Newspapers,
genuine originals, excellent condition in
presentation wallet. Ideal birthday/
anniversary present. £13.95 ea. 3 dates
£36. UK/BFPO. Access/Visa. Free
details. Bygone News, 56 Hill Road,
Weston Super Mare, Avon. Tel: 0934
412844 (24 hrs). 39589

Silverman’s now have in stock for
immediate despatch or collection the
latest issue Combat Hi Boot in all sizes
that is now on trial with the British
Army and has proved very successful,
at the very reasonable price of £39.99.
We are the largest retailers of Military
Footwear and Clothing in the UK. You
can write or telephone for our free
Catalogue — see our main advertisement
in the magazine. Silverman’s, Mile
End, London El1 4PS. Tel: 01-790
5257, TC

‘The British Army Pocket Guide’.
Countless facts about the organisation,
equipment, deployment and tactics of
the current British Army packed into
120 pages. £2.50 including postage
U.K./BFPO/EEC. £3 Worldwide. Only
Sterling payments are acceptable. Peter
Fuller, 50 Isis Street, London SW18
3QN. 39189

Volunteers Pocket Book helps make
efficient soldiers — ideal for the TA &
HSF, 190 pages packed with useful
training information & illustrations.
Space for Personal Info & Training
Records. Skill at Arms, SLR, LMG,
GPMG & all Training Tests. Action in
Emergency First Aid. Map Reading
and Orienteering. NBC. Fieldcraft - all
aspects. Arduous Training. Health &
Hygiene. Military Law. Pay &
Allowances. Method of Instruction.
Signals Procedure. AFV & Aircraft
Recognition. Supplied with plastic
wallet. Available from your PSAO or
send name, service number, unit and
address with £3.75 to Military Pocket
Books, PO Box 28, Leven, Beverley, N
Humberside HU17 5SLA. 3789

Bivvi Bags. New Mk3 Bivvi with full
cover for kit and head, £39.95 incl. p&p
(£34.74 VAT free). DPM Hydro Ram
Bivvi, breathable, 100% waterproof
8'6" long. Hot tape seams, available
only from Tradewinds. Still available
open face Bivvi’s £32.50 (£28.27 VAT
free). Guaranteed. See main ad.
Tradewinds, 36 Victoria Road, Wel-
lingborough, Northants NN8 1HH.
0933 76632. TC

Camouflage fabrics — proofed nylons,
cordura, ventile, mosquito net, thermo-
fleece, buckles, webbing, zips, etc.
Large SAE for catalogue. Pointnorth,
58 High Street, Cemaes Bay, Gwynedd.
0407 722030. 3789
Bundeswehr, illustrated catalogue,
Army, Air Force (Luftwaffe), Navy,
cap, arm badges, rank, trade badges,
divisional signs. Send 2x 19p stamps to
D. Hallgate, Eimter Str 49, 4900
Herford, W. Germany. 4980
War Medals bought and sold. SAE for
sample sales list. Efficient friendly
service. Mark Carter, PO Box 470,
Slough SL3 6RR. (0753) 34777. 5189

Watercolour pictures of British
soldiers of any period painted to order
by Brian Fraser Harrison, Peddars
Cottage, Hessett, Bury St. Edmunds
IP30 9AX. Examples available. 3989
Commemorative Certificates of milit-
ary service. Send SAE for descriptive
list to Military Documentation,
Rodingside, Mauchline, Ayrshire KAS
STR. 4589
Military Books: German WW II, 1,400
books, Uniforms, Waffen SS, Photo
Histories. American Military, 1,400
books, Vietnam, Korea, Civil War,
WW II, send 50p each (stamps
acceptable) to Historybooks, Broad-
way, London N11 3DU (JC2). 5189
Books: New and second-hand military
books. Thousands available. Send for
free lists. Ray Westlake, 53 Claremont,
Malpas, Newport, Gwent NP9 6PL.
37/90
Rhodesian and South African uni-
forms, medals, badges and books for
sale. Send 20p coin for a list to Kaplans,
Box 890638, Lyndhurst 2106, Johan-
nesburg, South Africa. 4389

‘Soldiers do it Better’ rubber stamp.
Ideal for stamping envelopes, letters,
etc. only £3.50 each from S§ A Survival,
5 Gayfield, Arbroath, Angus, Scotland
DD11 1Q]J. 11/90

Army Dog Tags with chain. Punched
with name, D of B, blood group,
allergies, organisation, rank, number,
as applicable. State requirements. Up to
forty letters. Send now only £3.50 p&p
20p. Cheques/PO to Saracen Surplus,
153 Forres Drive, Glenrothes, Fife,
Scotland KY6 2]JY. 30/89

Military Postcards. Superb coloured
sets. Royal Engineers (6 cards) £2.30.
The Volunteers - Victorian (6 cards)
£2.30. SAE for catalogue. Geoff White,
19 Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Avon
BS19 3]JA. 4789
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Regimental Wall Shields, Clocks &
Plaques. Brand leaders in Manufacture
& Deseign. Minimum order fifty
shields (@ £7.50. Why send orders to
the Far East when our ex-service chaps
can manufacture the same type shield in
the UK. We have two of the countries
leading Military Graphic Artists. Send
for a colour brochure and receive the
service of our special military team.
Military Marketing, 37 Avonside,
Stratford upon Avon CV37 6B].
Telephone 0789 293048. 590
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Records. The Band of The Royal
Hampshire Regiment is putting it’s two
current LPs, ‘Tigers at Ease’ and
“Tigers at Home’ on special offer of
£5.50 for the pair, inclusive of postage
and packing. Cheques should be made
payable to ‘Central Bank 1 R Hamps’
and sent with your order to
‘Bandmaster, The Royal Hampshire
Regiment, Ebrington Barracks, BFPO
807. 37/89

Private Parts, a life sized bronze
finished statuette, dressed in beret,
pack, combat jacket etc wearing
medallion of your regiment. The
penultimate gift or award for humorous
presentations. Comes with laconic
Certificate of Merit. The British Army’s
answer to the Oscar. £12.50 inc p&p.
Cheques or POs to B. Hackett, 75
Birdie Way, Hertford, Herts SGI13
78X 41/89

Pair of European Headlamp units for
Ford Sierra, 1987 model. Ideal for
BAOR, excellent condition. Price £80.
Phone Colchester 575121 ext 3033 after
Aug 22. 39/89

Diamond Regimental Brooches.
Beautifully made brooches from £350.
J. M. Bickerton, Manufacturing
Jewellers, 13 Vyse Street, Birmingham
B18 6LE. 021-551 7366 for details.
P.R.1.’s also supplied. 390

Normandy Landings - Commemora-
tive First Day Cover marking the 45th
Anniversary now available from The
Normandy Veterans Association. Li-
mited edition - 2,000, 100 signed by
General Sir John Mogg GCB, CBE,
DSO, DL, (NVA President), cost £1.50
unsigned, £2.50 signed, plus postage.
Cheques/POs payable to ‘NVA Nation-
al Council’ to Veteran A E Innes, 71
Pooltown Road, Ellesmere Port, South

- CLASSIFIED

Gloucester Medal/Militaria
Bowden Hall Hotel, Upton Saint
Leonards, Gloucester. Sunday 8th
October 10.30-4.30. Many leading
dealers, a must for all collectors.
Enquiries: 0753 34777. 41588
Complete Pipc Band Equipment,
Embroidered badges, Banners,
Lanyards, etc. Write for free catalogue
to Geoffrey Enterprises, Railway Road,
Sialkot-51310 (Pakistan). 37/89
British Army and Military books. Next
catalogue will be published shortly.
Please send SAE for your copy. Andrew
Burroughs, 34 St Martins, Stamford,
Lincs PE9 2L]. (0780) 51363. 41/89
Direct Military Supplies (UK). New
full colour brochure now available.
Send £1.00 (deductable from first
order) for details of our expanded range
of NEW only goods both field and
ceremonial. Top quality service
combined with low, low prices.
Examples: Lightweight Combat Boots,
only half the weight of the current
HLCB used by the British CIOR team
again this year! £37.50 per pair, full
sizes 6-12 with laces and zips supplied.
Current High Leg Boots from Size 3 to
size 10, £34.00 per pair. Field Axe
£7.95, Folding shovels £7.95, Tropical
DPM Trousers £26.75, Berghaus ROC
Bergens £76.00, Pouches £16.50,
Berghaus Crusader £126.00, SAS
Windproofs £69.50, NI Combat Gloves
£14.75, Boot Toppers £11.00, Light-
weight OG Trousers £15.50, Arctic
Fleece Jkts only £19.95. Full range of
Maglite torches, sleeping bags, tents,
vacuum flasks, Name badges, Rank
Slides and much much more.
Ceremonial service includes White
Dress belts with Regt Badge mounted,
Stable belts, gloves, dress sashes. Pace
sticks etc, etc. Why pay high prices??
Direct Military Supplies, PO Box 94,
Chippenham, Wilts SN15 3HR for your
brochure enclosing £1.00 or order
direct from the above list. (ACCESS/
VISA welcome.) For enquiries,
including delivery forecasts, telephone
0249 658413 (Mon-Fri 0800-1700). Try
us first! " sm0
Free Lists: Genuine Militaria (list 2)
largest in UK; Medals and World
Ribbons (list 1); Military Photographs
and Books (list 4); Mess Dress Badges,
new miniature medals, presentation
glassware with regt. badge (list 3).
Money back guarantee. Send 22p SAE
to Sunset Militaria, Dinedor Cross,

Fair,

British Military Badges, old and
modern. Special Forces, American,
Foreign badges, including cloth
insignia. Regular comprehensive lists
£1.00. Victor Young, (Soldier), 31
London Road, Dover. 390

K.0.S.B. good quality, die struck solid
silver hallmarked 1988 Queen’s Crown
Head Dress Badges £25 each. Brindle, 2
Short Road, Smethwick, Warley, West
Midlands B67 6N]. 39589

Genuine badges, sale or swop. Cap,
collar, cloth. £1 next four lists, Kelk,
Sweech Gate Cotts, Broadoak, Canter-
bury, Kent CT20. 39/89

Continental headlights for Ford XR3i
or Peugeot/Talbot. Both pairs hardly
used. Best offer secures. Telephone
0227 763434 ext. 4250. 3589
Breaking collection cap, collar badges,
shoulder titles, other items. SAE for
list. Contact O O’Neill, 110 Lingfoot
Crescent, Sheffield, Yorks S8 8DB. asss

Lanzarote, Canary Islands. Luxury
one bedroom bungalow with sunny
patio and barbeque. Close to shops and
restaurants. Private beach, three
swimming pools. 20 mins from airport.
Tel: 01-906 4996 evenings. 3989
Cyprus. Unbeatable bargain from
CY£101.00 pp per week (excluding
flights). 3 star family owned hotel. Half
board. Air conditioning. Large chil-
dren’s discounts. Includes unlimited
mileage hire car. For further
information ring David 051-722 3708
(anytime) or write Sunworld Travel, 65
Dudlow Lane, Liverpool 18. 39589
Plymouth. Comfortable Guest House.
Close to Hoe and all amenities. H & C.
Families welcome. TVs in all rooms.
Open all year. Deva House, 16 Radford
Road, West Hoe, Plymouth PL1 3PY.
Tel: 0752 662999. 37189
Richmond. Luxury Guest House,
licensed, colour TV, H&C, teasmades,
all rooms. (Send SAE for brochure)
Pottergate Guest House, 4 Pottergate,
Richmond, North Yorks DL10 4AB.
(0748) 3826. 33190

SOLDIER accepts no
liability or responsibility
for the contents of
advertisements. a5

| Houselets |

The Servicemen’s House Letting and
Caretaking Agency provides a property
management service which is second to
none. Designed by servicemen specifi-
cally for house-owning servicemen in
the Surrey/Berkshire/Hampshire/Wilt-

shire/Oxfordshire/Dorset areas. For
brochure write or ’phone: SLCA,
“Wild Woods”, 12 Lime Ave,

Camberley, Surrey. Tel: (0276) 21847.
Also SLCA, “Brae House”, Marl-
borough, Wilts. Tel: (0672) 54380. Also
SLCA, 65 Dorchester Road, Oakdale,
Poole, Dorset. Tel: (0202) 680073. 398

North  Yorkshire, Let Property
Management Services handle the letting
of your property. Family firm offers
caring service. Many satsfied clients.
Free advice. No obligation. Moderate
fees. PMS, 25 Falcon Close, Scotton,
Catterick Garrison, N. Yorks DL9
3RB. Richmond (0748) 834147. 790

Profit from your property with
Belvedene Property Management Spe-
cialists for HM Forces worldwide.
Homeowner? Posted and worried? Let
good tenants pay your mortgage while
you are away! We provide a complete,
comprehensive, reliable and guaranteed
Property Rental and Management
Service tailored for the special needs of
our HM Forces clients from the longest
established fully professional specialist
Agency. Full coverage of all areas
England and Wales. Most of the staff
are ex-service themselves and under-
stand your problems completely,
including the special Rent Act
provisions to protect you as homeow-
ners abroad. * Find out about our full
range of services * Send now for full
details and brochure to: Belvedene
Property Management, Sundown
House, Rectory Lane, Woodman-
sterne, Surrey SM7 3PP. Tel:
Downland (07375) 51273. Telex:
8956867 SUNGRP G. 39/89

ok ok ok k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
ARUN PROPERTY LETTING AND
MANAGEMENT for the Service-
man’s complete residential letting
service, incorporating NEW rental
guarantee service, with special rates for
servicemen. Covering an area from
Worcester to Wiltshire. Contact 0452
308763 or 108 [Eastgate Street,
Gloucester GL1 1QT. 24 hour service c

Wirral 65 7AE. aes  Hertfordshire HR2 6PF. as89 ¥R ENENXNEYLEEER
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Able Management. Calling property
owners in Berkshire, Hampshire and
Wiltshire. Posted away from your
property? Let us select good tenants
and manage your property during your
posting. As well as removing all the
worries, the income you will receive will
go far to meeting your mortgage
payments. Ours is a personal service,
from people who are both ex service
and have been expatriates, and
therefore understand your very real
problems. We also arrange the purchase
and sale of properties throughout
Britain. For information without
obligation contact Major (Retd) Neville
Illman, Able Management, St Mary’s
House, 40 London Road, Newbury,
Berkshire RG13 1LA. Tel (0635)
521678. Fax (0635) 521481. Telex
846790. TIC

Dorset area, including Bournemouth,
Poole, Blandford, Bovington, New
Forest. Long established letting agents
now with Rental Guarantee Insurance.
Brochure from Michael Scott & Castles,
745 Christchurch Road, Boscombe,
Bournemouth. Phone (0202) 37321 - or
5a New Orchard, Poole, Dorset. Phone
(0202) 682299. TC

[ Information Wanted |

Combat and Survival magazine will
pay for personal stories of military
action, extra for photographs. We also
need cartoonists and some stories on the
lighter side of army life. Contact Ian
Drury, Aerospace Publishing, 179
Dalling Road, London W6 0ES. Tel:
01-749 2425. 1590

Northamptonshire. Four

Irchester,
bedroomed semi-detached, including
central heating, double glazing, fitted

kitchen, lounge/diner, bathroom,
cloakroom, w.c., garage, gardens.
Open countryside to rear. £62,000 ono.
Tel (0933) 55549. a7/89

Loans £1,000-£7,500. No deposit, cars,
furniture, holidays, clear up to date
loans, HP, credit cards, one lower
repayment, cash spare. Confidential
service. All ranks age 214. 0929
423925. Forces Finance, Brittanic

House, Streche Road, Swanage, Dorset
BH19 INF. 39/89

‘Harco’ traditional Officer’s shoe,
finest leather, veldtschoen style upper
steel toecap, lightweight moulded
polyurethane sole, water and oil
resistant £30.50 incl. p&p. Harco Ltd.,
Aston-sub-Edge, Chipping Campden,
Glos GLS55 6QA. Tel: 0386 840776. azss

£100 into £2,000. Our thank you
payment for using our services to secure
your financial future. Contact Admiral
Finance, 1 Baldry Close, Ipswich,
Suffolk IP8 3RF. Telephone: 0473
686330, 2.30-9.30 pm daily. 4589

Your CV written by an experienced
consultant. Servicemen at reduced rate.
Interview and production of CV quoted
in detail. Details from Applebye CV, 99
Town Street, Old Malton YO17 OHD.
Tel: 0653 696370. 3589

Film to tape. Super 8mm, Std 8mm,
35mm slides. Transferred to Beta or
VHS tape. SAE P. Harding, 11 Hare
Crescent, Watford, Herts WD2 7EE. 1190

Loans, any purpose, interest free, up
to £1,000. With all savings, pensions,
mortgages and business finance, plus
secured loans up to £100,000 including
lower interest, no payments for 9
months. Contact Admiral Finance, 1
Baldry Close, Ipswich IP8 3RF. Tel
0473-686330 (2.30-9.30pm). 39,89

Printing Draw Tickets. 3,000 £38
additional 1,000s £7.30. “At Home”
cards, raised ink, all forms of Mess and
personal stationery. Telephone 0305
835150 anytime. 4989

 LATEENTRIES

|  ForSale | |
Solid Brass Statuettes and Regimental
Badges, direct from manufacturers. 9"
tall WW II Soldier in barttle dress,
weighs over 4lbs with .303 rifle over the
right shoulder. Complete with octagon-
al engravable base. Price £17.50 plus
£2.75 p&p. WW II Paratrooper in full
battle dress with sten gun. Complete
with base and hat badge. 10" tall,
weight 4lbs, price £17.50 plus £2.75
p&p. 9" 1all modern Soldier in barttle
dress with S.L. Rifle, or SA 80 at the
ready. Complete with base and with
various regimental badges on base, eg.
R.A., R.E., R.C.T, Paratroops, Royal
Welch Fusiliers, M.P. Cheshire Reg.,
Grenadier Guards, R.A.0.C., Scots
Guards . . . other regiments on request.
Price £17.50 plus £2.50 p&p. 6" tall
WW II ATS girl, 6" tall modern
W.R.A.C. girl, 6" tall W.A.A_F. All at
the salute. With appropriate badge on
base. Priced at £8.50 each + £2.00
p&p. Large size high definition
regimental badges. 4" tll by 2.75".
Available now are: R.E.,, R.A.,
R.A.0.C., M.P., S.A.S., Paratroops,
Gloucesters, Royal Welch Fusiliers,
Green Jackets, Army Air Corps,
16/Lancers, Life Guards, Grenadier,
Scots and Coldstream  Guards,
R.A.8.C., Royal Corps of Transport,
Royal Marines, A.T.S., Duke of
Edinburghs R. Reg., W.R.A.C., Royal
Anglian Reg. Welsh Guards. Badges
£2.50 each . .. with martingale strap
£3.50 each . . . on 5"x4" polished wood
plinth £4.50. Each on 6" tall wood
shield £5.50 each plus postage of 75p.
For price list send S.A.E. to Austin
Farina, Black Horse Cottage, Gorcott
Hill, Beoley, Worcs B98 9EU. Tel No:
052 785 2831. 4389
BFG Posting? Own a Fiesta II? Need
continental headlights? Phone Ludger-
shall Mil 8693 or Civ. (0302) 702523.

3088
Blackpool - Licensed family run
Hotel, close to all amenities. Daily rates
from £9 B&B, £11 BBEM, reductions
for children and bookings over 3 days.
Glenheath, 73 Lord Street, Blackpool
FY12DA. Tel: 0253 24902. 41/89
Six berth caravan, North Devon.
Exmoor and coast within easy reach.
Gas, electricity, water. External toilet.
£60 p.w. Great Ash Moor, Rose Ash,
Devon EX36 4RF. 0884 860393. 3789

An efficient personal service offered in
Residential Lettings to Landlords in
Hampshire/Surrey/Berkshire. Brochure
available. Property sales arranged.
Apply Rogers Property Co Ltd., 30
Reading Road South, Fleet GU13 9QL.
Tel: (0252) 811352 or Basingstoke
(0256) 771833. 5189
Salisbury and The Plain. Specialists in
Property Management for members
HM Forces. Wyvern Agency, 4
Netherhampton Road, Salisbury, Wilts
SP2 8HE. Salisbury 28608. 41189

PLEASE MENTION

SOLDIER
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EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.

S.A.E. for price list.

Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd,
Lees Road, Kirkby Industrial
Estate, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 051-546 5161/2. 70

— T-SHIRTS —
STICKERS TOP CAPS SUNSTRIPS

TAX DISC HOLDERS LEAFLET DISPENSERS
MAGHETICSIGHS AN PAILS

FOR A FAST-EFFICIENT SERVICE

LIBRA GRAPHICS LTD

Dewsbury Mills. Dewsbury West Yorks WF12 9QE
\Dcwulmry 0924 456361/2 Fax 0924 101832)

PLANNING TO LET
YOUR PROPERTY

Operational in Wiltshire and into Dorset and Hampshire
Sarum Properties can remove the headaches with the

following services:

® Find the right tenants
with the right references

® Arrange and deal with all
legal documents.

® Look after the contents
of the house.

To find our more about the
Sarum Service, telephone
or write now,

THE BEECHES,

WILTSHIRE SP5 5D).

B3

® Three monthly property
reports supplied.

® Maintenance and
redecoration
where needed

i
i

i
A s
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BROADCHALKE, NR SALISBURY, S RU
2, . o)
TELEPHONE: 0722 780783 % &/
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Elfords Tax-Free Mazda, and take
advantage of Mazdas
great range of models. «
Our experienced s

Tax-Free Manager is &3
an ex-Serviceman who
has sold Tax-Free cars to the

forces for many years, and Elfords

@ Special NATO Forces prices
® Low cost finance
® Delivery UK or Germany

From the Rhine to the
Rock of Gibraltar

you’re always at home with an

Elfords Tax-Free Mazda.

Wherever you are posted, check out an

have been caring for customers for over 100 years.

@ European Insurance
@ Personal service and advice
@ Part exchanges welcome

JECRES

5,
TiadZa |
TAX-FREE CAR SALES

ADVERTISEMENTS s

Send coupon to:
Elfords Tax-Free Car Sales, FREEPOST, Bournemouth BH6 3BR or telephone: 0202 417402
In Germany return coupon to:
Mazda Tax-Free Sales, 77 Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8BS

__Meigaibndiiues 17 et el Sl VRS Ko I O .

Please send me a full information pack.

I I'm interested in
RANK & NAME

1200 3230 6260 RX-70 Don'tknow O l

| CONTACT ADDRESS

| WORK TEL. EXT NO.

POSTING DATE

HOMETEL. l
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SITUATIONS VACANT

DON'T READ THIS LEAVING THE TECHNICAL SALES REPRESENTATIVE
if you prefer to write your own CV. But if you SERVICE?
want it done the easy way contact us. = (EXPORT)
Excellent presentation, competitive rates, A PROFESSIONALLY PREPARED
confidential service, money back C.V. IMPROVES JOB PROSPECTS £11.5K neg. plus car
guarantee. Write for free detalls. - ‘_DRAM_ATK-““‘L“ pLhs We are a U.K. manufacturer and exporter of specialised high
ceon oo ppngon, | | 13 s v e || petmaes obrcans nd s prdacts T ey nd

BN16 3BN. s Tel: (0304) 614078 J medium industries. Export sales already are the major section

of our turnover and a new phase of expansion is commencing.

:a.‘-‘ :‘ cv,s NEED A CV? A Sales Representative is required to give further strength to

the existing successful team in our Export Department.

COMPUTING For free details contact the
YUFENeEreiE | | sssnCYorodicton | | Wemgdn: Wt
: F ) oA . ;
e PR—S_EWR—OUALITIE i [ p“o’CSE,D_S% Ability to understand machine Product and commercial training.
E PEOFE §SION ALLYUCOMPMLED gv‘ ey operations. Excellent Pension Scheme.
YO%R FUTURE MAY DEPEND ON IT! 02?2352"2%7 Some knowledge of German language. A job well balanced between desk and
COMPETITIVE RATES - FAST SERVICE y . Tiry TBTR Geld-w
(0296) 668491 24 HOURS 15 SERVICES atz ;\w?ll]:ly to travel overseas. field-work.
illingness to learn. Good salary and prospects.
Good mixer. Friendly department atmosphere.
CARETAKER REQUIRED Commonsense. Company car.

Self contained furnished accommodation in private home. North London. offered in

exchange for caretaking. Please contact:

Would suit couple — where one partner follows own full or part-time occupation - and other Mr. Peter McGeough.
partner willing to assist with household duties — Part-time hours and salary negotiable. K. S. Paul Products Limited
Non smoking. mature responsible applicants only. References essential El .E
Write full details - including Tel. No. to: ey Estate
Box No 028, SOLDIER Magazine, Edmonton
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GUL1 2DU o120 London N18 3DB
Telephone No: 01-807 5566 811
DYNAMIC CVs

“As a direct result of my Curriculum Vitae -

prepared by Dynamic CVs - | secured a very

good Job", says Sergeant Brampton — another
satisfied client of Dynamic CVs.

Discounts for all HM Forces. Free Counselling
and free updating of CVs, so do contact:

CONSULTANCY SERVICES
DYNAMIC CVs DIVISION
PO Box 45, Nuneaton,
Warwickshire CV10 BRJ
(Tel: 0203 326426) Bi7

S & R BUSINESS BUREAU

Call the forces C.V. specialists, prompt

For details contact:

8 Pleasance Court
Kingseat Road
Halbeath
Dunfermline KY120TD
Tel: (0383) 620393

Technicians

CAREER CV’s

STARTING A NEW CAREER?
A Professionally compiled
Curriculum Vitae will enhance your
chances of making that

‘FIRST IMPRESSION' the Sultan’s Land Forces. Age range 22-54 BTEC/ONC (or equivalent) an

Airwork Limited has vacancies for qualified Technicians with 1st/2nd/3rd
line experience of Rapier Systems to work on civilian contracts in support of

leading to that all important advantage, clean driving licence essential.
INTERVIEW
For a FREE information pack
contact:
Career CV's, P.O. Box 467,
Tiptree, Essex CO5 0BZ.
Tel: (0621) 817933 8t1o

DRIVING COURSES and TEST

Residenftia\ driving courses in the These unaccompanied appointments offer good tax-free salaries and
heart of England. Good food and allowances, free messing and accommodation, generous leave with paid UK

accommodation. Easy access. : : 2.0, : ;
Highly recommended. y air passages, free medical care plus other benefits in a friendly climate.

Brochurs: The Three Counties ~ Why not write, (no stamp required), with CV to Mr D Milne, Airwork
Drivin? School, Highfield, Limited, FREEPOST, Hurn, Christchurch, Dorset BH23 6BR or telephone
3 Hi ho'r‘::'g mm- ] Haévern. Bournemouth (0202) 572271 Ext 294. Quoting Ref. SOL.

Tel. 0684 892640/1. 5112

PLEASE
MENTION

SOLDIER

WHEN REPLYING TO Limited
ADVERTISEMENTS s
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359 THE TANK MUSEUM o
{5} TRADING COMPANY f““
LIMITED e

THE TANK MUSEUM, BOVINGTON
CAMP, WAREHAM, DORSET BH20 6JG

Bindon Abbey (STD) 0929 405141

All leading makes of Model Kits of

AFVs in stock. Over 800 titles of books
on military subjects.

TEDDY-GRAM <5

Show you care—send a Teddy Bearin a
glossy box, with your own message.

5" Cute Teddies only £5.95
9" Luxury Teddies only £15.95
Send your name and address and cheque/PO
(payable to “Teddy-Gram"), Receivers name and
address, and your Special Message to:
Teddy-Gram, Boundary House, Main Street,

2

OUTDOOR
AND
MILITARY

"TRADEWlNDsﬂ

Bournemouth

KENSINGTON HOTEL
West Cliff AAJETB 3 Crowns
Splendid location near shops
and beach.

Super food & service. En suite rooms
have tea, coffee facilities.

Car space per room.

D. B&B £139-£164 or daily rates.
SPECIAL ‘GROUP DISCOUNT’

el Maker's Paradise : UK BAOR
Adgiel Mdke.r e Hoveringham, Notts NG14 7JR. ﬂgbw Eglmdf' in DPM cadi Gl Reductions for senior citizens.
Write or ‘phone for FREE Lists er0 Or tel: 0602 663696 (3-9pm) 719 o6 Lie Equador £2095 £ 2602 Excellent value!
ik byl LR s Ask about our Christmas programme.
rrimor Jagu £ 99.12 oy
e o Sheapiag fres ! Phone Christine:
Se. er + A
MBROIDERED amonoer Conress Tel: (0202) 27434 819
+ Stutfsack. Smaller sizes
. . cheaper from catalogue £ 7592 £ 6628
Sweatérs & Leisurewear T e B
Combat Gloves
3 SizesMor L £ 1399 £ 1217
Large range of lambswool & acrylic New Hydro Ram Bivvi, Breathable
H : 100% waterproof, OPM 3995 £ 3474
sweaters, sports shirts, sweatshirts o e Car ek £ 298 £ 260
& leisurewear to choose from, TADER § e wswone  § 4% £ A%
Rugby style sports shirts produced in your BAR;ln[NT Minimag it 244 cel £l £ 1213
Sl ————— UK SIGNED DELIVERY SERVICE

All garments can be personalised.

Also printed T’shirts & sweatshirts All prices include P&P. Large orders even lTROOp

QUANTITY cheaper from catalogue —

)l

FRE COLOUR DISCOUNTS R send SAE to: .
CA TAI.UGUE YGW ‘Fﬁ(z“ﬂ‘f TRADE:!'sIl‘l':ist:’g:t;::dr'Cenlru. e

PERSONALISED PRINTED
T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

Interprint

ForPUBS, CLUBS,
SCHOOLS, FIRMS, Etc.
T-SHIRTS

SWEATSHIRTS

Crew/Vee Neck,Hooded & Jog Suits

SPORT SHIRTS

OtherProducts Ties,Hats, Lighters.
Stickers, Metal/Sew-on Badges
Aprons.TeaTowels, Bags

FREEDESIGN & CARRIAGE
MINIMUM ORDER—ONLY 12
INTERPRINT DEPT. S
Craven Arms Shropshire SY79NY
Please send me your FREE colour
brochure & details of your FREE shirt
voucher
Name_________ SR

Address.

VISA Wellingborough,

WENNNEE  orthamptonshire. -

k Telephone orders: 0933 76632 Chris Kemp. 712

0 YEAFIS OF SUC"EQS
DEDTS

b EMBLEM HOUSE * CHURCH ST - HECKMONDWIKE - W YORKS WF16 OLF * TEL 0924-404566 e

Engra ved English
PEWTER WARE

Tankards, goblets and flasks
| engraved with regimental
'and Corps badges.

— $5.75
, . + VAT
mj}ﬁ[c!

E.C. SNAITH
& Son Limited.

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE  sns

B 134 Archer Road, Sheffield S8 0)Z Tel: (0742) 500338

DENBIGH CASTLE
TAILORS ~ OUTFITTERS ~ MEDALLISTS

WARRANT OFFICER &
SERGEANT MESS BADGES

Overseas Uk

Price  Price

£ £

W01 Royal Arms  7.00 8.05
W02 Large Crown 4.00 4.60
ROMS 500 575
3.00 345
4.00 460
3.00 345
400 460
400 460
400 460
400 4.60

freeposl
TEL: (0588) 673444
FAX:(0588) 676188

§ T-Shirts 5
Sweatshirts

Complete Design Screen Print

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS

SCOTTISH LAMBSWOOL
OR ACRYLIC
SWEATSHIRTS, SPORTSHIRTS
& BODYWARMERS
ALSO
EMBROIDERED BADGES -
SUPERB QUALITY — MIN 50.

TIES — WOVEN (MIN 52) ,
Sniper
Crossed Swords

OR PRINTED (MIN 36)

SCREENPRINTED T's OR SWEATS
(MIN 36)

WRITE OR PHONE FOR FREE BROCHURE

sign .

We welcome enquiries from:
PRI and Regimental
Associations

coniact
A-ONE DESIGNS
55 Brook Street, Chester
| Tel: Chester (0244) 311028

Bulk orders supplied at
WHOLESALE PRICES

Gy

e IFS AN mpm R s SOLDIER accepts no

Portkil Bay, Kilcreggan ol

Dunbartonshire 20, Vale Street, DENBIGH liability or responsibility

Tel: Kilcreggan (0436 84) 2581/2716 Clwyd. N.Wales.  LL16 3BE for the contents of

Telex: 778251 7126 MOT Tel: DEﬂblgh (0745 -'”) 8 advertisements ats
R

43



@ English-made
sweat shirts

SOLDIER MART

WEST HIGHLAND LODGE
Bunkhouse, Kinlochleven, Argyll

On the edge of the Mamore Mountains.
close to Glencoe and Ben Nevis, An ideal
stopover for walkers. climbers. water
sports on Loch Linnhe or winter sport in
Glencoe and Ben Nevis.

Accommodation comprising 6 rooms of 4
bunks. A dormitory of 12 bunks at £4 per
night. Suitable for small or large groups or

BRITISH ARMY

Rare and out of print books on
regiments, campaigns and
personalities.

Send 50p stamps for catalogue
listing 1,000 books to:-
Derek Hayles Military Books
35 St Marks Road,

Firing Line
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NEW
ACTION BOOKS!

1000's of titles on: Survival, Special Forces, Martial
Arts, Ninja, Knife World, Firearms, Living off the Land
Hunting, Personal Success Library, Outdoor Sports
Health & Fitness. Complate set of catalogues — £1.00.

THE QUTDOORSMAN'S BOOKSTORE DepT 5

families

@ T-shirts single
& multi-coloured
designs

® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers

On the West Highlandway Walk.
For further details. write to:
Joe Gallagher at the above address or
phone 08554-471 or 396. 815

Maidenhead, Berks SL6 6DJ. s117

Lisngorse, Brecon, Powys LDJ 7UE. Telephone: Liangorse (087484) 660

also'many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD. ==
Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham, (o %
Surrey RH1 3EA Tel: 07374 51134/56 1Yt
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“Make
someone

N

s happy”
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QUILT COVERS and PILLOW SLIPS

Write now to.

P&P :£ 250

bear to the person of your choice in a bright
. yellow package with a card saying
COVEHS' 219'50 each “SOMEOQNE, SOMEWHERE, THINKS YOURE
SLIPS :£ 3.50 each RATHER CUDDLY

POSTAL BEARS, Dept. E. 1-2 Barker 5t.,
Shrewsbury, SY1 1SB. Tel: (0743) 241962

SCHOOL CLOTHING
NAMETAPES

Mailed in 28 days after receipt.
3 doz (same name) £5.60
6 doz (same name) £6.15
12 doz (same name) £7.70

Please enclose cheque/PO payable

NAUGHTY KNICRERGRAMS

.Surprise a loved one
with a beautifully

wrapped erotic
(lingerie gift sent by
us on your behalf.

to Boddingtons. Free brochure
Write name in block letters stating and
red/blue/black lettering. order form

Boddingtons, Doodles, Cannons
Lane, Hatfield Broad Oak,
Bishop's Stortford, Herts. 115

Naughty Knickergrams, FREEPOST (No Stamps),
Mile Oak, Tamworth, Statfs B78 3BR.

@ Outdoor safety

Polycotton
olive reverse
end fastening
single bed size

Please make
cheques payable to

CAM-QUILTS 28 WOODVILLE ROAD
WALTHAMSTOW LONDON E17 7EP

s

Dartmoor Survival
and Safety School
1989 COURSES INCLUDE

@ Survival at all levels
@ Tracking and Trapping

@ Navigation First Aid
@ Equipment trials bush craft
@ Self defence at all levels
@ Abseiling seashore survival
@ High moor survival
Send now for FREE brochure
Dartmoor Survival and Safety School,
FREEPOST (Dept SR), Plymouth PL3 4BB.
Tel: (0752) 605380/364657/662407. 4122

PEUGEOT
MAIN
DEALER

H.Q. (0980) 53434/53427
¥ Tony Whale or Jackie Rhodes
MIDLANDS/EAST ANGLIA
George Loving (0255) 476525
BFG Agents: Northern Germany
Chaz Parkes (05162) 5552

Central Germany

Brian Jarratt (05241) 47253 eves-w/ends
POST THIS COUPON FOR YOUR LION'S SHARE | PEUGEOT

Name: .. Rank:........... | REQUIRED.
Address: .. 205 ]
ST TREER, Gundmsi EPIRT ST | - | — 309 [ ]
TO RANGERS TALBOT MILITARY SALES LTD., 305 [
FREEPOST DURRINGTON, SALISBURY —

SP4 8BR 405 [

ENCLOSE IN ENVELOPE FOR SECURITY s05 [
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MICHAEL JAY

2 BASQU Exclusive HANDCUT'
PENDERS | oo TAILORING
q 0 \ =1 Our UNBEATABLE
WITH EVERY COPY ) MESS DRESS :‘
OF OUR STUNNING offer .

FULL COLOUR

INGLUDES

LINGERIE
CATALOGUE ® 14 Dy despaieh
- OVER 200 & 48hr.despatch
gsg?g-g@gﬁg o ! EXPRESS service

# Lowest prices
TOP MODELS IN & Highest quality
EROTIC LINGERIE * Best fit

SEND ONLY £2.95 ) % Best payment terms

(P&P) REFUNDABLE Local agents to measure in most areas
TO: LADY OF PARIS UK and abroad including Berlin
ROMAN Wa, (0675) 6538 Please telephone:
SIRMINGHAM B8 1AL 24 HOURS Stowmarket 0449-766088

FOR As our customers say

‘The service is simply UNBEATABLE’
VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK

- A .
-
CALLERS & TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

PROROTE
g Wt
\ 4

Embroidered sweaters n lambswool and courtelle (9 colours).

Play the Promotions Game to your
advantage — let us promote the
image of your Company, Club,
Regiment, Ship or Association

Qur quality range of embroidered

or screen-printed merchandise is

second to none. We also have a full studio
design service available.

Sweatshirts screen-printed /Embronderedrié’ colours)
Tracksuits and Jogging Suss (10 colours).
Shorts, Vests, Football and Rugby Shirts
Polo and Pilot Shirts,

Embroidered Lingene

T-shirts (12 colours)

Bodywarmers

Cloth Badges
Pennants
Rainsuits
‘?A Patches.
Jackets

Design "

Service
Available

‘SPORTS - SNOOKER - AMUSEMENT MACHINES - H
‘EMBROIDERY & SCREEN PRINT SERVICES-
Rodney Road, Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hampshire, PO4 8SY
Telephone:(0705) 822436 Fax:(0705) 293558

PHONE TRAC FIRTH OUR COMPANY REFRESENTATIVE ON
(0746) 34563 (24 HOUR ANSWERPHONE )




SOLDIER MART

Sweaters - Sweatshirts

TAX FREE
MOTOR-CYCLES
All makes supplied. Finance and part
exchange arranged. Worldwide export
service, JET-SKI's AND WET BIKES

now available.

Shorts Socks & Ties

NO MINIMUM ORDER

JENKINS KNITWEAR

INTERNATIONAL MOTOR-CYCLES
24A Lower Road, Chorleywood, Herts WD3 5LH.
Tel: 09278 2338 a7

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIONALS

T Shirts - Sports Shirts
Rugby & Hockey Jerseys

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE

5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN-COURT

BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE
Tel: (Nottm) 0602 274469

%, &
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Manufacturers and suppliers of high quality
goods to NATO Forces for 12 years

Our range of goods designed for Military Personnel, previously only supplied
through NATO Forces Shops, is now available direct by Mail Order

Map Cases
Washkits/Bags

Penholders
Quick Zipps

Housewives Watchstraps
Wallets NBC Kit Holdalls

PLC (The 2 in 1 Rucksack)

Phone or write for our free catalogue which gives full details of styles,
sizes and prices of the above and many other items, to: Black Horse
International Trading Ltd., Dept S, Church Lane, Pitsford,
Northampton NN6 9AJ. Phone: (0604) 880230.

Able-LABELS
NAME, ADDRESS, TEL. No, or any
words you need up to 6 Lines
1000 Self Adhesive Labels 19 x 40mm
Black on White geng Black on Gold

s
.

with Order
...or Phone-Write for Leatlets & Samples

TODAY!
STATIONERY 200 8" x 6" Printed
Sheets + 50 plain + 100 Envelopes
£14 Phone—Write for full details

Able-WOVEN 4 72 Black on White
‘Name Tapes) i £3.5
1 Iyester, Wash lean

One line only up to 30 letters/spaces
For School, Uniforms, Workwear etc
Order in CLEAR BLOCK CAPITALS
with payment TODAY! Del. 21 Days.
Steepleprint Ltd - Dept SO - Earls Barton
NORTHAMPTON NN6 OLS - Tel 0604 810781

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane
London E17 6AA
Telephone 01-523 3283

ENGRAVING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Manufacturers of
Pewter Tankards, Trophies,
Goblets, Hip Flasks

Pint Tankards Engraved
with Ship's Badge/Crest
FROM £5,50 + VAT

DIRECT PEWTER SUPPLIES
72 PRINCESS STREET
SHEFFIELD S4 7UW

Send for Free Catalogue Telephone (0742) 700573

JOY'’S ROSES

A GIFT OF LOVE

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the U.K. or Ireland.
]

include your own special message to show that you have your loved-one in mind.
Someone — somewhere is waiting to hear from you
12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £12.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £17.50
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £11.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £11.75
JOY’S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
Bougquet special mixed £21.50
Bouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern £15.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £16.50
Iris (blue)/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £13.60
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern £ 9.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES

PENGUIN Black/White 12" high £13.75
PENGUIN Black/White 14" high £17.85
SAMMY SEAL White or Silver Beige 27" long £20.65
PINKY MOTHER PIG

and three piglets Pale Pink 10"&7"long £20.75
TWIN ELLAELEPHANTS Pale Blue 11" long £14.50
BERTIE BADGER Black/White 22" long £20.60
ORVILLETHETVDUCK Powder Blue 8" high £10.00

Prices and order-forms available upon request. Prices include P&P + VAT
VISA and ACCESS CARDS ACCEPTED
Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:
‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo, St Sampsons, Guernsey, C.I.
Telephone: (0481) 46708

5t23

VIP Turf Accountant

276 High Street 4 . -
Cottenham % » D N
Cambridge CB4 4RZ (T8 ’O o

PHONE: COTTENHAM (0954) 51340

1st Division 2nd Division 3rd Division 4th Division
6/4 Liverpool 5 West Ham 8 Birmingham 8 Southend
5 Arsenal 6 Newcastle 8 Fulham 10 Scunthorpe
8 Everton 7 Leeds 10 Bristol R. 10 Wrexham
8Tottenham 10 Watford 10 Notts Co. 10 Gillingham
8 Man, Utd. 12 Middlesbro 12 Bristol C. 12 Chesterfield
10 Nott. Forest 12 Wolves 12 Shrewsbury 12 Colchester
33 Norwich 14 Ipswich 12 Walsall 12 Grimsby
33 Chelsea 16 Leicester 16 Bolton 14 Scarborough
33 Derby 20 Blackburn 16 L. Orient 16 Aldershot
33Q.P.R. 20 Stoke 16 Rotherham 16 Cambridge
50 Man. City 20 Sunderland 16 Tranmere 16 Doncaster
66 Coventry 25 Portsmouth 20 Brentford 16 Torguay
100 Aston Villa 25 Oxford 20 Reading 20 Burnley
100 Wimbledon 25 Sheffield Utd 20 Preston 20 Maidstone
100 Millwall 25 Swindon 25 Cardiff 20 York
100 Sheff. Wed 33 Bradford 25 Chester 25 Carlisle
200 C. Palace 33 Brighton 25 Huddersfield 25 Lincoln
200 Luton 33 Olgham 25 Swansea 25 Peterboro
200 Southampton 50 Bournemouth 33 Blackpool 33 Exeter
250 Chariton 33 Bury 33 Hereford

Above 4 divisions — Each-way one-quarter the odds a place 1, 2, 3.

All prices subject to fluctuations. Monthly accounts please write for details.
POSTAL WAGERS accepted with cheques, P. Orders (Cash, Dm & £'s reg.
letter). SCOTTISH PREMIER PRICES on request — win only.

REMAINDER ON APPLICATION

62

Most
makes and latest
modeis available

~ ; S ign FREEPOST §

SOVERE|GN : FORD : lsr?r?gr:erelg,nndwom Hants, 5P9 78R
: ROVER NAME/RANK R

TAX - FREE NISSAN I UNIT ___

PEUGEOT ADDRESS I
~ CAR SALES Voo |I——
e~ condthe FREEPOST __REMULT IDEUVERV REQUREDBY.
Coupon today CITROEN AM INTERESTED IN. S
. . ) o o
SOVEROErléidurGUIDE VAU&ALL lw[x ~ B . R
TOTAXFREECARS. | VW, AUDI -] g country oF use SO =

78 UK (0980) 43333 or Freephone from Holland 06-0229040; Belgium 11-32-12; Germany/Berlin (local call cosf) 0130-44-96.

45



SOLDIER MART

¢"BEST PRICES

3 PRSI

/1STA ) THE BRITISH ARMY DRAB
RFOEKET GUIBE fio0e) ey
tlast a mplete han O n
SERVICE vompagy the organclgali%nj tactics ar\g eoummem NAME TAPES spEclAl
of C‘toda ‘s Brrgsr ftgmy ssential IN SETS OF SIX TAPES
readiny or combat soldiers. 1
PRICE £ 50 fincludes 50p p&p) ( ) _ 10 Superior cama-
THE LAND FORCES OF THE ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED fions or 20 Freesias fresh from our

S

WARSAW PACT [1988) —%
The only pocket guide that

provides current information on the
organisations and equipment currently
in use with the Warsaw Pact. Designed
to fit the pocket of a combat jacket.
PRICE: £2.50 (includes p&p)

Nursery posted to anywhere in the
UK for £7.00. Please forward your
personal message and cheque to:

Plaisir d’Amour Nursery

S.A.E.FOR PRICE LIST.

Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd,
Lees Road,
Kirkby Industrial Estate,

tie

New address:
Vista Housa,

reat, From: Spectrum Book: s
5113/4/5/6 Bl e 212/74 Baa v Shreua by SY37LU. Liverpool L33 7SA. Plaisance Road, Guernsey.
\ Surriy RHISEA, ) (Cheque/ PO payable to Spectrum) Phone: 051-546 5161/2. 70 Tel: 0481 64697, =

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE CHARGES
We produce HAND MADE BLAZER BADGES IN FINE WIRES AND SILKS at
£10.65 each. Also attractive WALL PLAQUES at £14.45 and CAR BADGES at
£13.45 each. REGIMENTAL TIES (striped design) at £5.45 each (RA FLASH
£6.28). Crested designs £7.08. Send SAE for Services Price List.
D. J. Parkinson, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept S), 124 Valley
Drive, Brighton BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during
mornings only. ez

BEMBRIDGE SCHOOL

Bembridge, Isle of Wight PO35 5PH
Co-Educational Boarding & Day School

280 pupils, 7-18
Unrivalled setting with one hundred acres of cliff top playing fields and
woodland on the eastern tip of the Isle of Wight. Good academic standards
with an emphasis on traditional methods. Exceilent computer, library,
laboratory, music, art and craft facilities: Specialist teaching available for
children with specific learning difficulties. Squash, tennis courts, netball,
sailing, golf course. Private beach. 15 minutes by ferry from Portsmouth.
Pupils and parents met by our own transport.

Further details and prospectus from J. High, M.A. (Oxon),
Headmaster. Tel: Isie of Wight (0983) 872101.

TO-DAY

46 (991}

Military Accounting Systems
Printers to HM Forces

Catalogue and Price List
on request

MILITARY
Systems Ltd

MemoFile Military Systems Ltd
CHURCH HOUSE
CHURCH STREET
LONDON EI15 3JA

Telephone: 01-534 3851
Fax: 01-555 7567

é‘%ﬂ " OLD SWINFORD

HOSPITAL SCHOOL

%%  STOURBRIDGE
A\ f /& Founded 1667

Full Boarding Fees £1100 per term.

The School is Grant Maintained, so no tuition fees are payable.
540 boys aged 11-18, mainly boarders.
170 in Sixth Form.

Traditional academic education to University entrance.
GCSE and ‘A levels including Computer Science,
Design, Archaeology, Electronics and Technology.
Entry at 11, 13 or Sixth Form.

(One third of the boarders come from service families—
boarding fees are more than covered by the
Services Education Grant).

Study bedroom:s for all Sixth Formers, Three new Boarding
Houses (fourth under construction), New Music Building.
Wide range of out-of-school activities including Cadet Force,

indoor Rifle Range, Squash Courtsand a
floodlit all weather playing surface.

If we may send you a prospectus or
you would like to visit the school,
please phone the Headmaster's
Secretary or write to:

OLD SWINFORD

/ (ke s [N N 4
HOSPITAL SCHOOL, gl il Wi L_ILh "

Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY8 1QX. 5°
Tel: Stourbridge 370025

STOP SOLDIER STRAIN!
NBC Kit Roll

| have always been convinced that an NBC suit has a life of
its own. Trying to get it into a wet '58 webbing ponche roll on
a damp drizzly day is like trying to fit a rapidly inflating rubber
elephant into a very small suitcase.

That's why | was glad to see the new NBC kit roll from
SASS. It's made not from traditional cotton webbing but from
texturised nylon, the same material as the new nylon PLCE
rucksacks and webbing. It doesn't soak up water like a
sponge or shrink about an inch a month. It's actually very
similar to a '58 poncho roll, but four inches longer, so should
take care of your NBC suit, boots and all.

Perhaps the biggest single improvement is fast release
black plastic buckles with the standard military nylon strap
material. You can click these shut with the roll still partly open
and then just pull the strap to tighten.

On the inside are two pieces of nylon, a bit like mini-
bashas, which you close in the centre with tape and a fixlock.
This completes the package, making a waterproof pouch,
closed at both ends. To open, just press the quick release
buckle catches and shake.

About the only negative point | can make is that there is no
device for attaching a pickhead, as on the original ‘58 poncho
roll. As the NBC kit roll is obviously designed to replace the
poncho roll as an NBC kit carrier, this pouch would have
been useful.

Full marks to SASS: they have designed a simple, effective
solution to one of life’s great
frustrations. Available in DPM
camo or olive drab at £19.95
plus £2.50 p&p from Special
5% Air Sea Services, St George's
Works, St George's Quay,
Lancaster, Lancs LA1 5QJ.
Oliver Sotherby

Report reprinted from May 1989 “‘Combat and
Survival” Magazine.

For a FREE CATALOGUE containing hundreds

of military ifems, please send farge SAE witlt
26p stamp or telephone (0524) 64204.

SPECIAL AIR-SEA
SERVICES

St. George's Works, St. George's Quay,
Lancaster, Lancashire LA1 5QJ
Telephone: (0524) 64204




SOLDIER MART

ATLANTIC ROWER
KING OF ROCKALL

Tom McClean
offers:
Self-catering centre for mixed groups. 12-30 people

LARGE NEW BUILDING - EXCELLENT VALUE.
Walking, Climbing, Abseiling, Canoeing, Diving, Fishing, Wind-Surfing,
Clay Pigeon Shooting. Rugged Terrain
QPEN ALL YEAR
Brochure: ARDINTIGH ADVENTURE CENTRE, LOCH NEVIS, MALLAIG,
INVERNESS-SHIRE PH41 4PH. Tel: 0687 2274. 725
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LOANS

£1,000-£7,500

CLEAR EXISTING UP TO DATE LOANS, HP,
CREDIT CARDS INTO ONE LOWER REPAYMENT,

CASH SPARE, CARS, FURNITURE, HOLIDAYS.

o % T e e e sk ke ke e vk e ke ke ok ok

# Confidential service.

# No fees or hidden charges.

¥ Big rebates for early seftiement.

% Larger homeowner secured loans.

¥ 100% mortgages available.

¥ Call us now or keep this advert for future use.

UK & BFPO loans for all ranks age 21+ with UK Bank
or Building Society current account.

For more written details either write listing current loans, HP, credit cards
or ring 0929-423925 (from Germany 0044-929 423925). 9am-9pm 7 days.

FORCES FINANCE
Brittanic House, Streche Road, Swanage, Dorset BH19 1NF.
Licensed by the Office of Fair Trading as Brokers, Lenders
and Debt Counsellors. 8115
% % % Fr Fe 7 o T v e 7 e e e v v v sk e e e o e e e ke e o ok ke ok ok
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CAR OF THE YEAR

1988

PEUGEOT 405

‘Even in basic GE guise the 405 is an exceptionally pleasant and
refined car; the engine is smooth and quiet, and has a good turn of
speed. The Peugeot is equally happy in town or on the open road.
As an added bonus, the gearchange is one of the best yet on any
front-drive Peugeot.” WHAT CAR? DECEMBER 1988

AND RIGHT NOW YOU CAN BUY ANY
PEUGEOT OR FORD
FROM ADVANCED CAR EXPORTS AT
VERY SPECIAL PRICES!!!
Finance and insurance available

NAAF| UK BANK LOANS e DM LOANS
—— Now with up to 5 yrs to pay ———
Post coupon today for full details and FREE colour brochure to:

Advanced Car Exports 205a Regents Park Road,
London N3 3LN. Telephone: 01-346 0550

e

“‘Changing The Face Of Government Surplus”
WE SPECIALISE IN GENUINE ISSUE BRITISH ARMY KIT AND OTHER ESSENTIAL COMBAT ITEMS.

DIAGONAL ZIP GORE-TEX BIVI BAG

After repeated requests for a Gore-1ex bivi bag we can now offer one, at one of the lowest prices in the country, These are

not an issue item, but it is recognised as one of the most essential items for the modern Soldier, offering complete

protection from the elements in a breathable bag - keeping the rain out — without condensation inside

FEATURES SPECIFICATIONS

Olive drab colour. All seams hot air sealed. Large hood for Weight 650gms.

clothing and equipment. Double slider zip for ventilation Sizg packed - 2Bems x 12cms x 12cms (approx)

contral. Touch fastening flap over zip Easy access - comes with stuff sack

diagonal zip allows one hand to open bag. from left ear 1o Maximum width unpacked 78ams.

right hip Available in two lengths — Normal 220cms - Extra long
250cms

THESE ARE BRAND NEW AND AT THESE LOW PRICES:-
NORMAL £79.99 - EXTRA LONG £84.99

DPM SAS SMOCKS

Again after much demand we are able to offer the SAS smock - an exact
reproduction of the original with every detail included and made especially
for JOE'S SURPLUS

Type A — SAS windproof smock MoD approved Gaberdine, windproof
breathable and showerprao!. Features four bellows pockets ( bution flaps)
left arm shoulder pocket and double fined hood. Tie waist and hem
drawcords, double fined shoulders and elbaws. Inside breas! pocke!
Tagged full length front zip with veicro storm flap.

Sizes: SML and XL Brand new DPM £67.99

Type B - A thicker and harder wearing smock made in the standard combat
jacket material. MoD approved. Identical 1o the above

Sizes. SML and XL. Brand new DPM £49.99

Please note both smocks are made with full spec MoD windproo! and
standard combat jacket material, and not reproduction material This makes
our windproof smock almost identical to the issue ones

We also sell 100's of genuine issue combat items. British, US, German and
other armies. Just some of the items in our new 1388 free surplus catalogue
are DPM Para smocks, Tropical combats, Waterproof suits, NI
Gloves and waterproafs, Scrim scarfs, DPM Arctic mitts and Gore-Tex
outers, High combat boots, GS Bergens, efc, etc. Send an SAE for your
free copy.

We also have large stocks of 37, 44 and 58 webbing.
Please state your sizes when ordering. Send cheques or PO's
payable to “‘Joe’s Surplus”. £1.90 p&p per entire order.
Money back guarantee.
DEPT SM, JOE'S SURPLUS, ASHGROVE FARM, ARDLEY,
BICESTER, OXON OX6 9PJ.
WE ARE A MAIL ORDER ONLY COMPANY. 512

NAMEANDRANK ... ... . I
ADDRESS

FOruSe in (COUNTY) .ooocviiirioiieeeierce e ssiiiin s iaeress e sss e I
Please describe l

Part exchange

separately

Requested deliverydate..................ccccocoeinn .
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‘Bruno’ is a traditional jointed 16" Bear, who
comes dressed in Combat Kit, with face veil,
webbing belt and beret complete with your
miniature cap badge.

\ ]
‘Bruno’ is currently available in the following:- S AN N
Life Guards, Blues & Royals, 14th/20th Hussars, 17th/21st Lancers,
RTR, RA, RE, Grenadier Guards, Coldstream Guards, Scots Guards,
Irish Guards, Welsh Guards, Queens, RRF, Kings, Angiians, Devon &
Dorset, LI, Green Howards, Staffords, PWNO, RAPC, RMP, Para, RGJ,
RCT, RRW, REME, RAOC, APTC, Cheshires, 16/5th Lancers and
Roval Marines. QARANC, AAC, SIGNALS, ACC, QLR, RAMC,
13/18th Hussars, WFR, INT Corps. WRAC, UDR, Vet Corps, Dental
Corps, RWF, Pioneers, QDG, SAS, Glos, RMAS.
Specify which Regt/Corps you require! This bear is not intended as a toy

To order Bruno: Please send cheque/P.0./Credit Card No. (incl.
expiry date) for £2550 payable to ‘POSTAL BEARS', name and
address of person to receive bear and your special message fo:
Postal Bears, Dept. D., 1-2 Barker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB.
E 24 hour telephone order service (0743) 241962. B

i

WANTED!

LEFT HAND DRIVE CARS

Most Makes and Models required
BEST PRICES PAID
CARYATID MOTORS (OVERSEAS) LIMITED

2.6 DURHAM ROAD - LONDON N7 7DR.
Telephone: 01-281 1234 s
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DEDICATED

The only
word for
men |
like
HIM

Sgt Stuart Travis,
4th Dan black
belt with the first
award of its kind
made by the
Army Judo
Association, an
oriental sword
for dedication to
the sport

ARMY judo is about to take a
fall.

Most of the Royal Pioneer
Corps team are leaving the
Army, and that, says 4th Dan
black belt Sgt Stuart Travis,
will be a tremendous loss to the
Army team, especially in the
Inter Services championships.

“The Pioneers have always
been relied upon to win, and
this year the Army lost the
Inter Service championships
for the first time, although the
Pioneers won their bouts. So
the Army team will probably
struggle in the next few years
with the loss of the Pioneers.”

Every soldier who has been
in the RPC squad has won
Army medals and quite a few
have been Army and Inter
Service champions.

The squad are currently
giving displays of judo and
unarmed combat at some of the
country’s major shows.

Sgt Travis, the Army’s most
successful judo exponent ever,
is due to be posted to the Army
Careers Information Office in
Hull. There is speculation
every year that he is retiring
from judo - “but I will
probably be back next year,”
he says.

until further notice.

Name

SOLDIER

make sure of your
copy every fortnight

Please save/deliver a copy of Soldier Magazine

only

40p

Place a regular order with your newsagent
now!

Address

Signature

newsagent.

Please cut out the coupon and hand it to your local
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Watts makes

CAPT Nigel Watts, AAC flew
skilfully through the Army
Lawn Tennis championships at
Aldershot, winning four men’s
events.

The men’s singles was once
again a battle between Capt
Watts and Cpl Eric Simpson,
ACC. The pair met in the
men’s final of the Army Indoor
Tournament six months ago,
with victory going to Capt
Watts — and that was a repeat of
the 1988 final!

In the lawn tennis event, Cpl
Simpson fought gamely in the
final, but Capt Watts was again

.t ki

the winner by two straight sets
6-3, 6-1. It was the sixth
successive year he has won the
title.

The same players also
featured in the finals of the
men’s doubles, in which Capt
Watts and Lt Col D Hughes,
RAEC beat Cpl Simpson and
Maj C Braithwaite, and in the
mixed doubles where Capt
Watts and Maj ] Dixon beat
Cpl Simpson and Capt Lisa

Lisa bounces
back

Richardson in two sets.
Capt Richardson regained
the singles title which she lost

[ast year, by beating Cpl
Heather McNair 4-6, 6-4, 6-1.
One hundred and twenty
players entered the champ-
ionship, with ages ranging from
17 to 82!
RESULTS:
Mens singles — Capt N Watts, AAC beat
Cpl E Simpson, ACC 6-3, 6-1.

Mens doubles - Lt Cal D Hughes, RAEC
and Capt N Watts, AAC beat Cpl E Simpson,

BIG TRIATHLON BOOST

A NEW Army Triathlon Club
has been formed, and more
than 300 competitors took part
in the Army GKN Defence
Triathlon Championships held
at Cotswold Water Park near
Swindon. The distances co-
vered were 1,500m swim in an
open lake; 40km cycling and
10km run.

First out of the water in a
very fast time of 20 mins 18 secs
was LBdr Andy Myers of 7
Para RHA closely followed by

Welsh international LCpl Phil
Kibble, RCT, who was
followed by Capt Ian Horne,
APTC.

Kibble soon established a
lead on the cycle and came into
the transition park nearly two
minutes ahead, but the fastest
bike split was achieved by
LBdr Arnell in 1:1:17. Kibble
continued to move ahead and
came back off the run in a total
time of 1:55:09.

7 Para RHA had a strong

team and won the major units,
and 5 AB Bde HQ and Sig Sqn
won the minor units with Cpl
Gary Smith leading the team
home.

The WRAC Centre won the
ladies section with Capt
Dewhurst first home, followed
by WO2 Lynn Higgs.

The old men of the sport
event (over 40 vets) was
admirably won by Maj (MAA)
Barry Lillywhite, APTC in a
superb time of 2:07:17.

ACC and Maj C Braithwaite 6-4, 2-6, 6-0.

inter arms and corps doubies — Lt Cof
S Pettigrew and Capt N Watts, AAC beat Brig
B Reeves and Maj D Hughes, RAEC 6-7, 6-4,
6-4,

Ladies singles — Capt L Richardson beat
Cpl H McNair 4-6, 6-4, 6-1.

Ladies doubles — Maj J Dixon and Sgt S
Smith beat Capt L Richardson and Cpl H
McNair 6-3, 6-2.

Mixed doubles — Capt N Watts and Maj J
Dixon beat Cpl E Simpson and Capt L
Richardson 7-5, 6-1.

Mens plate — Capt P Frostich, REME beat
Cpl S Modest, RCT 6-4, 6-3.

Mens under 21 — Dvr Stevens, RCT beat
Cpl Coleman, R Sigs 6-4, 6-3.

Veterans singles — Lt Col V Smith, RA
beat Lt Col J A Woodliffe 6-4, 6-3.

Veterans handicap singles — Lt Col R
Dennis beat Maj A Hilton 6-4, 6-2.

Veterans doubles — Brig B Reeves and
Maj A Hilton beat Maj R Henry and Lt Col B
Hopkin

Ladies plate — Capt Parsons beal SSgt
McMahon 6-3, 6-2.

AT LAST!

FOR the first time in 13 years,
the Army took top points in the
Inter Service men’s swimming
championships, held at RAF
Cranwell, Lincs.

The victory margin was a
narrow three points, but was
enough to beat the RAF into
second place, with the RN
trailing more than 30 points
further away. The results:
Army 89 pts, RAF 86, RN 50.

But the RAF/WRAF had
their revenge in water polo and
the ladies’ swimming cham-
pionship sections.

The only
word for
men
like
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Kriss Akabusi
in action. “If
one man was
the hero of the
day it was
Akabusi,” said
The Sunday
Times

“AKABUSI, the inspired
hero” was how one national
newspaper hailed the Army’s
champion hurdler after WO2
(QMSI) Kriss Akabusi won the
400 metres hurdles and helped
the British team to win the
relay and so take the Europa
Cup.

Akabusi set the scene on the
first day of the contest at
Gateshead by winning the
opening track event, his own
400 metres hurdles, and by the
end of the day Britain had
taken victory in five of the ten
men’s events.

Competing against athletes
from the Soviet Union and East
Germany who normally domin-
ate the meeting, Britain’s men
were at one time 22 points
ahead of East Germany but it
was not until the final event,
the 4x400 metres relay, that
the championship was clin-
ched.

Kriss Akabusi was in the
triumphant foursome who won
the event, ensuring their visit to
Barcelona this month (Septem-
ber) to compete in the World
Cup Final. Said the Sunday
Times after the first day’s
events: “If any one man was the
hero, it was Akabusi.”

sl

Kriss — winning smile

AS YOU
WERE

at festival

IT WAS honours shared in the
Inter Service cricket festival at
Portsmouth with the Royal Air
Force retaining the trophy.

Prospects looked good for
the Army when they beat the
RN by 48 runs on the first day
of the three-day festival. A
century by opener 2nd Lt R G
Greatorex before he was bowled
at 112, and good knocks by
Capt Julian Barrett (65) and
Capt Edward Gordon Lennox
put the Army on a winning
road, but runs were scarce after
that.

Lt Tom Thicknesse (2 for
32) and Capt Paul Presland (2
for 36) were the most successful
Army bowlers.

But on the second day, the
RAF beat the Army by 47 runs.
One of the RAF openers, Sgt G
Lumb, scored a century before
being run out and although
Capt Andy Taylor took 3 for
50, and Presland 2 for 32, the
Army could not reach the RAF
total of 255 — 7 and were all out
for 209,

The championship was clin-
ched on the final day when the
RN beat the RAF by 57 runs,
to give the Services one victory
each.

RESULTS:
Army 269 for 7, RN 221 for 8; RAF 255 for
, Army 209; RN 239 for 8, RAF 182.
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NIJMEGEN MARCHES

Maj Peter

THERE are no cups for the
winners and no awards for
record breaking times in the
annual Nijmegen Marches, but
for the girls of 29 Company
WRAC from Rheindahlen
there was the honour of being
chosen best military team in the
gruelling four-day event.

The WRAC girls were given
the title by Maj Peter Williams,
British contingent commander,
and it resulted in them being
invited to lead the entire British

Williams, British
contingent commander

contingent on the final march
into Nijmegen.

Their team leader, Lt Sandy
Gibbins, was also adjudged
“best military leader”.

Said Sandy: “It  was
tremendous. It really was a
team thing. We sang the whole
way round., We've been
training since April, in our own
time, in the evenings and at
weekends.”

Would she enter again next
year? After a pause — “Yes,

These feet were made for walking - but junior leaders from the Royal Artillery were not without their

bruises and blisters at the end of a long day’s march
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lead
the marchers

tors to this support group are

A
a

most definitely.”

Almost 1,500 British person-
nel from the UK and Germany
were among the nearly 30,000
marchers from 45 countries in
the marches, as well as for the
first time a 26-strong team of
cadets from the Military
Academy in Moscow.

A national military support
group accompanies each of the
military contingents to Holland.

By far the largest contribu-

Two of the “blister busters” — LCpl
John Allen of 3 Armd Fd Amb and
SAC Helen Johnson from RAF
Bruggen - concentrate on a repair

the medical services — the
blister busters!

3 Armoured Field Ambu-
lance, Royal Army Medical
Corps from Sennelager in
Germany has provided the
medical cover for British
military marchers in Nijmegen
for the last three years and their
experience and expertise in
treating the marchers and
getting them “back on the
road” is invaluable.

Commanding Officer of 3
Armoured Field Ambulance,
Lt Col Richard Myles explain-
ing the medical role said: “Our
aim is to keep the marchers
marching. We cannot cure feet
but we are able to repair them
sufficiently to enable marchers
to get to the next rest area.

“We are here to deal with
any medical problem — not just
feet,” he said, adding with a
smile: “I’'m a gynaecologist!”

On a more serious note, Lt
Col Myles continued: “The
Nijmegen Marches do provide
invaluable experience for my
soldiers. The Field Ambulance
has no real peacetime role,
except to practise, so this gives
the combat medical technician

real live training for his
operational task in a war
situation.”

The British Forces acquitted
themselves extremely well. Of
the 119 teams entered, 106
completed the marches, 89 per
cent success, while as indi-
viduals 95 per cent of the
Service marchers received
medals.
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liell! eyes on the target as anti-tank
. platooh members 6f 1st Battalion, The”
Light Infantry take part in Berlin
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