H.R.H. the Duke of
Edinburgh as Colonel-
in-Chief of the 8th
King’s Royal Irish
Hussars. A portrait by
Major A. C. Davidson-
Houston. See page 7.




To the task of supplying cakes and confectionery to Her Majesty’s Forces Naafi brings a
high degree of skill and experience. This is well exemplified by the number of modern
bakeries Naafi maintains at home and overseas. Now numbering nearly fifty, these bakeries
have an average annual output of 158,000,000 small pastries; 3,000,000 Swiss and chocolate
rolls, 2,000,000 lbs. of slab cake; 9,000,000 sausage rolls and 8,000,000 meat pies. Typical
of these bakeries is the newest addition at Lincoln, planned for top speed efficiency in both
cleanliness and production.

Typical too of this modern Naafi is the high-class printing of Christmas cards. For this
purpose Naafi’s Printing Branch has one of the most comprehensive collections of Service
and Regimental Crests, dies and ribbons, employed in the printing of over a million
cards a year.

From Cakes to Christmas Cards — but two of the varied activities of . . .

...this many sided

. . .
The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces, A A E “ ’-_ 4 \ h
Imperial Court, Kennington, London, S.E.11. ﬂ i . A
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FOR REAL MOUTH FRESHNESS
ALL THE FAMILY

Say
fo...

Once you try
Euthymol there’s a tang
of health in your mouth that
only Euthymol can give.

It not only cleans your teeth
but protects your gums

and destroys bacteria that
cause decay and mouth odours.

In short, it's the complete

toothpaste. Next time say to your
Chemist EU...THY .. MOL

for real mouth freshness!

hymol

®TOOTHPASTE b
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from a famous
London House

See this beautiful Coat
—note the extraordin-
arily low price—it is an
example of the value
that Sugden’s offer in
all Furs in vogue.

Gorgeous BEAVER
LAMB Coat, finely
made. A splendid in-
vestment.

Price 21 Gns.

Thousands and thousands of women in all parts of
the country are well satisfied customers of Sugden’s

Orders by post can be
placed with confidence. S
SUGDEN'S reputa- £ 74%“’/7,5 A

tion is a guarantes of [S 1™ FLOOR SHOW Rooms
NT ST. Wiz
iafastion. 18¢ REGE! LONDON

Fully illustrated
CATALOGUE will

EC-A- SUGDEN LTD.

gladly be sent post

T TTETeTe

Jree on application.

SHAVE ANY-TIME
ANY-WHERE

with the Amazing New
Vest Pocket Dry Shaver

Just what every man

has been waiting for, a

handy precision Razor

always ready for instant

use, with none of the

4, troublesome prelimin-

aries of ordinary
shaving.

" The very thing for Servicemen

NEEDS NO WATER, SOAP
OR ELECTRICITY

Zly

DRY SHAVER

THE

/ POST
{4

Fully Guaranteed

Write NOW, Just Rolls your Beard away!
endosing 501-
to:— S. RALLY RAZORS

159 Finchley Road, London, N.W.3

By Biro

who invented the ballpoint

Retractable
de luxe 83

. PRICE

A genuine Biro. Slimly built, beautifully
designed, it’s a pen to wear where it shows
—and Biro precision manufacture gives
youa reliable, fast-acting mechanism. The
Retractable de luxe has tarnish-proof fit-
tings and is filled with the famous Biro ink,
always easy-flowing. Refills cost only 1/4.

(U.K.)

Buy Biro-its right on the ball

4519-5
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From: Air Marshal Sir Thomas Williams,

K.C.B., O.B.E,, M.C., D.F.C., M.A., J.P.

‘Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee

To: All Serving in Her Majesty’s Forces
Subject: SAVE WHILE YOU SERVE

You may say that you find it hard enough to save in “Civvy
Street” so how on earth can you do so in the Services? However,
.if you think about it seriously there is no better time to start—if
you haven’t already done so. Every unit in all the services “‘lays
on’” National Savings facilities and the Unit Savings Officer will
be only too pleased to help would-be savers.

I recently retired after many years in the Royal Air Force. I
know how valuable a service Forces Savings is giving to both
Regulars and National Service personnel, and no matter where
you may be stationed you can save a bit from your pay if you
want to do so. '

I also commend Forces Savings for mention by parents and
friends to young men who are going into the Services (and to
young women too, as in the Women's Services there are some of
our best savers !)

We have an excellent series of leaflets (shown above) which tell,
in simple language, all about Forces Savings. Why not write for
a copy of the one which applies. Address your letter to me:—

Air Marshal Sir Thomas Williams,
H.M. Forces Savings Committee. ¢
1 Princes Gate, London, S.W.7.

Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Commitice
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15L GLEAR gel

HAIR DRESSING

Tru-gel contains neither water nor fixatives. It is a pure,
crystal-clear gel. A small amount covers every hair with a
microscopically-fine transparent film which keeps them obedi-
ently in place all day. With Tru-gel there’s no suggestion of
plastering—only a brilliant, natural appearance to your hair.
Use Tru-gel for cleanness, too. After applying it, press a piece
of white paper against your hair. There will be no sign of
grease or stain. No more soiled pillows, chairbacks or hatbands.

S
)

Goncentrated
for Economy

I

|

|

|

I

Tru-gel is highly concen- I

trated. A ‘bead’ of it, no [

larger than your finger- |

nail, is sufficient for the |

average head of hair, |

There are 120 such ‘beads’ |

in each tube, giving many |

weeks of superlative hair |

dressing for 2/9. |

Tru-gel is manufactured l
by . GRIFFITHS HUGHES LTD., |
MANCHESTER, and is sold o
by all chemists, hair-
dressers and stores at
2/9 per tube.

PB27/1




Vol. 11, No.7
5

T H E B R

Canal Zone and Libya, 4 piastres;
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SOLDIER

ARMY

Cyprus, 7 _piastres;

Malaya, 30 cents;

Hong-Kong, 60 cents;

East Africa, 75 cents;
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West Africa, 9d.

THE ARMY IN THE HEADLINES

journalist I must be looking for complaints.”
That is a quotation from an article in the “News Chronicle”

“lT seemed to be assumed, as I made my tour, that because I was a

by Mr. Laurence Thompson, who was one of the newspaper
men assigned to report on conditions in Rhine Army, after the recent
court-martial of a sergeant on a charge of murder.

Well, it is not very difficult to guess how the notion got around that
journalists who visit the Army are looking for complaints. There
are certain newspapers which like nothing better than a story of
some petty Army “scandal” to splash alongside BABY BORN ON

HONEYMOON and HUS-
BAND CITES MILKMAN.

Mr. Thompson says that the
National Servicemen whom he
interviewed began to complain
“with gusto.”

“They didn’t get ' enough
money, they said, ordering
themselves another pint of
beer. They were half-starved,
they said; and when I
remarked that they looked rea-
sonably well-nourished, they
said that was because of the
food they ate at the NAAFIL
Anyway, the Army was no
good; look at Tom here,
stopped from going into town
because the Army said he was
wearing a Teddy suit .. .”
Now ‘Mr. Thompson was not

born yesterday; he has a sceptical
mind. He once wrote an excel-
lent novel called 4 Time to
Laugh. This was his time to
laugh. He wrote:

“Beware, oh excellent young
men, that you do not cry ‘Wolf!’
too often, lest when you really
have a complaint no one will
listen.”

It was rather degrading, Mr.
Thompson felt, that “decent
officers and NCOs” should be
standing by in a state of appre-
hension “lest I make a national
hero of some graceless pipsqueak
forbidden to parade Dusseldorf
in a Teddy boy suit.”” Their fear
was that the hullaballoo which
results from that kind of story
would tend to falsify relations
between officers and men.

Thank you, Mr. Thompson.
That gives SOLDIER a con-
venient lead-in to a subject it has
had on its mind for some time.

. The Army would be a strange
institution if nonsenses and injus-
tices did not sometimes happen in
it. But must so many piquant
trivialities be headlined for the
amusement of millions?

Of old, the Army deeply dis-
trusted the Press. Today, its
policy is to take the newspapers
into its confidence. There ought
to be understanding and respect
on both sides. Evasiveness and
obstruction by the Army exas-
perate the newspapers; but silly
newspaper stories equally exas-
perate the Army.

SOLDIER

to Soldier

Sometimes—not always—the
source of the headlines is a sol-
dier with a grievance. He may
have communicated it direct to
a newspaper, or his friends or
family may have done so. The
result is that a grumble which
could, or should,, have been
attended to in the unit is shared
by the whole population of
Britain. The resulting publicity
may or may not remedy the
grievance,always supposing there
really is one; but if everybody
with a grouse appealed to Fleet
Str;et, discipline would be at an
end.

Now and again reporters

descend on a camp which has

become news. It is the reporter’s
duty (to his newspaper) to ask
questions. A soldier is under no
compulsion whatever to answer
them. Indeed, he is under com-
pulsion not to communicate with
the Press, without authority.

Recently one newspaper quoted
an anonymous Serviceman (not,
as it happens, a soldier) as saying
of his unit: “The atmosphere is

tense . . . we shall not rest till
we get some satisfaction.”
Another anonymous speaker

said the boys were consider-
ing ~whether to “bury the
hatchet.”

This is dangerous stuff. The
newspaper which - printed it
should have had more regard for
Service discipline.

Sometimes the big black head-
lines are inspired by a question
in Parliament. Every soldier has
a constitutional right to write to
his Member of Parliament, but
he has no moral right to write
to his MP on a triviality which
could be settled in his own unit.
His MP would readily agree.

Of course, the public has a
right to know, within reasonable
limits, what goes on in the Army.
The newspapers are perfectly en-
titled to report criticisms of the
Army by (for example) judges,
coroners and Members of Parlia-
ment; it is their duty to the com-
munity. Some dirty linen must
be washed publicly. It is worth
pointing out, perhaps, that the
recent court-martial at Dussel-
dorf received no more, and fio
less, space than any other sensa-
tional murder trial of recent
times. (Whether murder trials
merit all that space is another
question altogether.)

In many ways the Army owes
a good deal to the newspapers.
They have helped to improve the
conditions of the soldier; they

have been at pains to apply ginger

“ Is that the Commanding Officer of the 30th Dragoons? What's all this
about Trooper Flashman not being allowed out of camp in suede shoes?"’

~ ing others.

in days of lethargy; they did
much to exorcise the shade of
Colonel Blimp. Publicity can be
a form of stimulant, and equally
of hygiene. But that does not
mean that every unit slip-up,
every unhappily worded order,
should be pilloried in big black
type. All kinds of imbecilities
occur behind the scenes on news-
papers, but they are not reported.

To be fair, most newspapers
are very willing to hand bouquets
to the Army when they appear
to be merited.

Let’s make the right kind of
news for them!

* * *

OT so long ago a fic-
tional film about the
anti-Mau Mau opera-

tions, entitled “Simba,”
went round the cinemas.

If that film had shown British
officers and NCOs disguising
themselves as Africans and lead-
ing armed bands into the heart of
the enemy camp, the critics
would have said: “This is a bit
much. Why must film producers
always overdo things? How
could white men ever get away
with anything like that? Why
can’t they show the operations as
they really are?”

But real life outdoes fiction, as
is abundantly clear from recent
citations for bravery in Kenya.
It is unfair to pick and choose
among citations, but the feats
performed by Captain Rupert
Feild, of the Duke of Cornwall’s
Light Infantry (Military Cross)
and Warrant Officer John Miller,
of the Kenya Regiment (Dis-
tinguished Conduct Medal) are
the answer to those who say that
the Army is too ‘hidebound to
rise to the demands of guerrilla
warfare. To live and fight in dis-
guise, in a world of hostile knives,
calls for a sustained and round-
the-clock courage coupled with
phenomenal alertness and pres-
ence of mind. Perhaps there will
be more to tell of the “inside
story” of the Kenya operations
in due course.

Meanwhile let nobody think
that undisguised patrols enjoy a
picnic. One citation tells how
men of the Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers were following a gang
of terrorists in the forest when
they were charged by a herd of
elephant. Sergeant Victor Glen-
dinning (British Empire Medal)
gathered his men together again,
and pressed home an attack on
the gang, killing one and wound-

OVER o
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Kerr, of the same regiment
(British Empire Medal) hustled
a party for more than seven miles
through difficult country at 8000
feet, carrying a wounded man
and medical supplies and rations.
The impressive part of the cita-
tion is the last paragraph:

“Sergeant Kerr has served 22
years with the Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers. Most men in his posi-
tion would consider that they
deserved a job more in keeping
with their age and service than
commanding a platoon on active
service in such difficult country.
Sergeant Kerr has always stead-
fastly refused easier employment
and consistently volunteers for
the most difficult patrols.”

* * »

HE Member of Parlia-

ment who asked the Sec-
retary for War whether he

would obtain “an under-
taking from serving officers that
they will refrain from using their
i rank and title after
retirement from active service”
received the answer: “No, sir. I
see no reason for such a change.”

The questioner was assured
that men serving in the uncom-
missioned ranks were perfectly
entitled to use their ranks after
leaving the service. “If anyone
wants to retain his rank,” said
Mr. Anthony Head, “it is a sign
that he is proud of having served
in the Army.”

In practice, nobody below the
rank of captain ever shows signs
of wishing to retain his rank.
There are, of course, many in-
dividuals with ranks like Quar-
termaster Sergeant - Instructor
who can never hope to be called
other than “Mister,” however
proud they may be of the Army.

Until World War One the use
of military ranks after retirement
was regarded as the perquisite of
Regular officers. After that war,
many temporary officers con-
tinued to call themselves captain
and major. They had faced equal
dangers to those faced by the
Regulars and had even served
longer than some Regulars. But
the great majority cheerfully re-
verted to “Mister.” They were
proud enough of having served,
but they had no wish to be
thought conceited.

After World War Two every
temporary officer on discharge
received a leaflet authorising him
to use the rank he had attained
“from the day of your release.”

As it turns out, hardly any
temporary officer has done so. It
is amusing to think what life

would be like today if every ex-

member of the Forces availed
himself of this privilege. The
answer seems to be that a privi-
lege is only worth having if it is
reasonably exclusive.

* .o *

ICESTER Garrison is in
the pillory. The occu-
pants are hanging their
heads in shame—or are
they?
The Garrison is held up in a
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recent special number of the
Architectural Review as an eye-
sore of the first magnitude, the
sort of crudity which is ruining
the face of Britain. The entire
issue of this journal, which is
entitled “Outrage,” is a glossy
horror-comic devoted to the un-
controlled sprawl across the
countryside of ill-conceived
buildings, tasteless signs, hoard-
ings, wire-fences and so on.

No doubt at Bicester they are
saying, “Why pick on us?” Well,
it just happens that the Review's
investigator travelled that way.

“Bicester Garrison!” (he sighs)
“five miles on your car speedo-
meter, ringed with wire and full
of keep-out warnings . . . KEEP
OUT ... KEEPOUT...DOGS
PATROL AT NIGHT .. .”

The writer admits that the
military must live—"but when
one of the Services makes an
assault on fresh country, two

things can be asked of it—that it
attempts camouflage and that it
tidies up as it goes along. . .. It is
no use being prepared if in the
process you destroy what you are
supposed to defend.”

Now it is very easy (and very
right) to get worked up about
this subject of spoiling the
countryside. But how does the
Architectural Review propose
housing and safeguarding great
masses of military stores, over
acres and acres of countryside,
without running wire around or
building formidably high (and
ugly) brick walls? The notices
quoted strike a far from amiable
note, but those with long and
sad experience of guarding pub-
lic property can often be excused
for couching their warnings in
blunt words of one syllable.
What would the Architectural
Review have the Army say—
“Please Do Not Break In”? As

scooter.

for the warning about dogs, well
—even our crude ancestors put
up notices warning “Beware of
Spring Guns and Man-Traps!”

There may be unsightly Army
camps, but there are scores more
which, thanks to the pride and
ingenuity of the occupants, have
been made remarkably present-
able. There is a limit to what
can be done to *“beautify” a
military camp, and it may be
that some attempts by mis-
guided enthusiasts have had the
opposite effect to what was in-
tended. Often there is an all-but-
insurmountable disfigurement in
the shape of a water-tower. How
does the Architectural Review
suggest we get round that one?

It is fortunate, perhaps, that
the itinerary of this investigator
did not take him across Salisbury
Plain. He would have had a good
deal to say (and possibly with
justification) about those military
crests carved out of chalky
hillsides.

NOW THE SCOOTER GU

Anti-tank weapons ore growing more mobile.
The French Army now has a 40 mph “scooter
shooter” with a 75 mm recoil-less cannon; to

fire, the gunner dismounts, then secures the
The United States Army has already
mounted its 105 mm recoil-less rifle on a jeep.




Wearing the officers’ “tent side” cap (green and gold) of the 8th Hussars: the Duke of Edinburgh, with

Lieutenant-Colonel P. H. V. de Clermont, Air Marshal Sir John Baldwin and Lieutenant H. J. Acworth.

—~Photographs : Sergeant M. F. Godfray, Army Public Relations

THE DUKE IS A HUSSAR

a sailor as Colonel-in-Chief and an air-
man as Colonel.

The sailor is His Royal Highness the Duke of
Edinburgh, who recently paid his third visit to the
Regiment at Luneburg, Germany. At the airport
the airman-Colonel—Air Marshal Sir John
Baldwin—was waiting to greet him, with the Com-
manding Officer of the Regiment, Lieutenant-
Colonel P. H. V. de Clermont.

When the Duke’s four-engined Heron was
sighted over Luneburg a guard of honour from the
East Lancashire Regiment turned out in front of
the control tower; and the road to the Hussars’
barracks was lined by men of the Queen’s Own
Royal West Kent Regiment. At Wyvern Barracks
colourful massed trumpeters of the 8th Hussars
and a guard of honour greeted the Colonel-in-
Chief.

According to the Press, the regimental parade in
the afternoon was embarrassed by a swarm of bees,
but the Regiment did not know this until they read
the papers. After the parade the Duke addressed
the Regiment and inspected a new Mark VII
Centurion, showing a sharp interest in technical
developments.

In the evening the Duke visited the
sergeants’ mess, where a group photograph
was taken. He found the company so con-
genial that the programme began to lag
behind schedule. That evening the Royal
Standard flew over the officers’ mess, where
the Duke stayed overnight.

The Regiment’s Colonel, Air Marshal Sir
John Baldwin, has had an unusual Service
career. He joined the 8th Hussars before
World War One, with every intention of
pursuing a Cavalry career. As a subaltern,
he rode and played polo at Ambala, India.
War broke out, and the Regiment did not
reach France until after the Battle of the
Marne, when the line had been stabilised
from Switzerland to the sea, and Cavalry
had to serve minus their horses. Lieutenant
Baldwin forthwith transferred to the Royal
Flying Corps, in which he served with dis-
tinction. Once he shot down an enemy air-
craft in sight of the King of the Belgians.
In World War Two he led a 1000-bomber
raid on Cologne, and in Burma commanded
in the air while Field-Marshal Sir William
Slim commanded on the ground. Through-
out his air career he kept in touch with his

OT the least distinction of the 8th King’s
Royal Irish Hussars is that they have

old regiment—and rode horses whenever he could.

In spite of the pressure of modern training, the
8th Hussars try to keep up all those activities which
were traditional to the regimental life. There are
22 horses on strength, of which seven are saddle
club horses. me 25 men from the uncommis-
sioned ranks ride regularly. The Commanding
Officer has five race-horses which he trains him-
self, and which are ridden at race meetings by men
of the Regiment who were Newmarket apprentices
before call-up.

At a time when long-service NCOs are growing
scarcer, the Hussars welcomed back this year
Sergeant A. Baker who served on the Rhine with
the Regiment at Wiesbaden in 1927 when the
present Corps Commander, Lieutenant-General Sir
Hugh Stockwell, was still a subaltern in the Royal
Welch Fusiliers. In 1932 Sergeant Baker was the
present Commanding Officer’s troop sergeant at
Aldershot. He left the Regiment in 1940,

The 8th Hussars were born in 1693 as a regiment
of dragoons. Eleven years later they trounced the
Spanish Cavalry at Almanara, tearing the cross-
belts from the fleeing enemy’s backs. They charged
with the Light Brigade, were among the founder
members of the Desert Rats, and operated the first
Centurions in Korea.

The Duke talks with SQMS John Halberton, who fought in the
Imjin Battle in Korea and was o prisoner-of-war for two years.

He learned to paint in a
prisoner-of-war camp: Major
A.C,Davidson-Houston.

THE PORTRAIT—
AND THE ARTIST

OLDIER's cover portrait of
His Royal Highness the Duke
of Edinburgh is reproduced

by courtesy of Lieutenant-
Colonel P. H. V. de Clermont
DS0, Commanding Officer of the
8th King's Royal Irish Hussars.

The painting was commis-
sioned by the Regiment, of
which the Duke is Colonel-in-
Chief.

The Duke is wearing the
Garter Star on his left breast
and the Badge of the Grand
Master of the Order of the
British Empire suspended from
his neck. His stars and medals
are:1939-45 Star; Atlantic Star;
Africa Star; Burma Star with
Pacific Rosette; Italy Star; War
Medal with Palm Leaf; King
George Yl Coronation Medal;
Queen Elizabeth Il Coronation
Medal; Greek War Cross;
Croix-de-Guerre with Laurel.

Major A. C. Davidson-Houston,
the artist, served with the
Royal Sussex Regiment for 24
years—from 1925 to 1949.
Captured in the rear-guard
covering the Dunkirk with-
drawal, he spent his five
years in prisoner-of-war camps
learning to paint, producing
more than 600 portraits. After
leaving the Army, he attended
the Slade School.

He has already painted por-
traits of many distinguished
soldiers. These include two
field-marshals: His Royal High-
ness the Duke of Gloucester and
Sir John Harding, Chief of the
Imperial General Staff. Among
Guards officers who have sat
for him are General Lord
Jeffreys; Lieutenant-General Sir
Frederick Browning, Treasurer
to the Duke of Edinburgh,
and Major-General Sir Allan
Adair, who commanded the
Guards Armoured Division. He
has also painted portraits of
Lieutenant-General Sir Lashmer
Whistler, Commander in
Chief of Western Command,
who like himself served in the
Royal Sussex Regiment, and of
Marshal of the Royal Air Force
Lord Trenchard.

In the Duke of Edinburgh’s
portrait a picture of a sail-
ing vessel is dimly seen. This,
Major Davidson-Houston in-
formed SOLDIER, was to serve
as a reminder that the Duke’s
Service background is nautical.
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BRITISH RE-CAPTURE WASHINGTON

N 1814 the British Army seized the city of Washington and ate the
"*victory dinner’’ which the President had prepared in the White

House for his officers. Then reluctantly, under orders from White-
hall, they destroyed the city’s public buildings.

This affair rankled among Americans for generations, but is now

forgiven. This yeor soldiers in British uniforms of the 1800s “recap-

tured’’ the American capital. They were Queen’s University students
from Kingston, Ontario, who spend their summers guarding old Fort
Henry, former British stronghold, and who were invited to Washington
by the United States Marines. Pictures show troops with Capitol dome
in background, Marines trying out the British pace-stick and a parade
at the Iwo Jima memorial at Arlington, Yirginia.




“THEY HAVEN’T FOR
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G;OTTEN A THING” IS A SOLDIER’S COMMENT

ON THE “TYPICALLY ENGLISH TOWN” WHICH NOW HOUSES HEAD-
QUARTERS STAFFS NEAR MOENCHEN GLADBACH

Bird's-eye view of the new headquarters shows the spacious lay-out.

MARLBOROUGH

RROWED road-signs around Moenchen Gladbach point the
way to Headquarters, Northern Army Group.

Others

indicate the road to Headquarters, 2nd Allied Tactical Air
Force. Soon a third set of arrows will direct the traveller to
the Headquarters of Flag Officer, Germany.

Yet all the arrows will point
the same way, to an area in which
Marlborough camped with his
19,000 redcoats on the march
which culminated at Blenheim.
Here, in one building labelled
“Headquarters, Northern Forces,
Central Europe,” army and air
force Staff officers of four nations
are working side by side, and
naval officers are still to move in.

‘When everyone is there, per-
haps somebody will give the place
a name to itself. At present, it
appears on the map as Rheindah-

DY T mrery "y

lener Wald, which is no longer
accurate since much of the
Rheindahlen forest has been
cleared of trees. To the residents,
it is simply, “The new head-
quarters.” But this is a town with
its own personality, the first “new
town” to be built in Germany,
and deserves a name of its own
to enhance its civic pride.

From the speed with which it
was erected, the new headquar-
ters might deserve to be called a
mushroom town, were it not so
obviously planned, solid and per-

IN GERMANY

Pictures by SOLDIER cameraman FRANK TOMPSETT

CAMPED HERE

manent. Only 19-and-a-half
months elapsed between the ap-
pearance of the first workmen
and moving-in day. The main
office block was completed in 18
months. In summer work went
on by night, by arc-light, which
meant an 18-hour day for Major
J. W. Dix, the ex-Royal Engin-
eers officer who supervised the
whole project, and his staff. By
any standards, it was quick work
for an undertaking of this size,
and Colonel H. Grattan, the
Chief Engineer, has paid tribute
to the co-operation of the Ger-
man authorities, who set up a
special building agency, and the
1000 German contractors who
took part.

The headquarters were plan-
ned with thought for the day
when the Germans will take them
over. For this reason, there were
a number of minor modifications
to suit German tastes. Thus cel-
lars, more usual in Continental
than British homes, have been
included in the married quarters.
On the other hand, in deference
to the Briton’s love of an open
fire, brick fireplaces have been
built into the living-rooms of
officers’ married quarters, al-
though every building has central
heating (and hot water) piped
to it from a “district heating”
system. Electricity comes from

the German grid, Em

and gas for

The main headquarters building (left)
can boast windows in every room. The
plan above shows how it was done.
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Some call it ““The Kremlin,” the Ger-
mans, "‘Sing-Sing’’: the main building
from ground level. Below: the garrison
pool is built to Olympic standards.
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cooking is pumped from 40 miles
away in the Ruhr, through a
gas grid of a kind unknown in
Britain.

The focal point of the new
headquarters is the main build-
ing which, viewed from an aero-
plane, ar on a plan, looks like a
complicated but symmetrical
doodle based on a series of linked
“H’s”. From inside, the purpose
of the design soon becomes clear:
every one of the 2000 rooms can
boast a window and, once the let-
tering plan of the blocks has re-
vealed itself (the whole alphabet
is used) it is not too difficult to
find one’s way about.

Some of the British residents
of the Headquarters call the main
building the Kremlin. The Ger-
mans, with more architectural
aptness, call it Sing-Sing and this
nickname takes on more point
after working hours, when guard-
dogs slink along beside their Ger-
man handlers inside the tall rail-
ings which surround the building.

Away from the business-like
concentration of the main build-
ing it seems the planners were
inspired by a desire for spacious-
ness and a determination to avoid
the dull monotony of such mili-
tary planning as the camp at
Aldershot. Roads curve and cut
into each other at varying angles.
Apart from barrack-blocks and
huts for unmarried German
workers (German married quar-

Headquarters town has four schools
already. Mote the big panoramic
windows in this primary school.

ters are being built by local au-
thorities in nearby villages) there
is little regimentation' of build-
ings. For all that, everything is
in its most convenient place. The
Army, the Royal Air Force and
the Germans each have their own
area of the camp.

The bulk of the married quar-
ters are on the east side of the
camp and merge into the area in
which are situated two primary
schools, the shops and the clubs
where wives may take their
morning coffee.

It is a fine, green town, well
endowed with open spaces which
are growing even greener, thanks
to the tons of grass seed which
have been planted.’ The ultimate
establishment of - grass-cutting
machines will be large. It is a
matter for pride to the residents
that the growing lawns are not
scarred with short cuts. In the
garrison commander’s office they
say “grass discipline” is nearly
one hundred per cent. Here and
there are clumps of trees in which
red squirrels, now rare in Eng-
land, can sometimes be seen.

Some of the trees are full-
grown pines; others are young
leaf-trees. They were there before
the headquarters. When the first
bull-dozers appeared, the site was
a patchwork of pines and of hard-
wood nurseries. That was one
reason why it was chosen for the
new headquarters; arable land
would have been too valuable.
The builders saved some of the

leaf-mould from the forest and
later bull-dozed it back, along
with humus and fertiliser, as a
fertile basis for the garrison’s
gardens and lawns.

The composition of the soil
led to the following grim warning
in Moenchen Gladbach Life, a
mimeographed news-sheet pub-
lished weekly by the education
centre; “Many areas in the Camp
have a surface with a peat-like
consistency which will catch fire
extremely easily and burn with-
out smoke for a long period, in
some cases travelling under-
ground. A cigarette thrown away
carelessly may cause an extensive
amount of damage.”

The trees, the grass, the archi-
tecture (which the designers say
is in the traditional English con-
servative style) prompted visit-
ing members of the West German
Parliament to say that they would
have recognised the place as Eng-
lish if they had driven through it
casually and that it was a “typic-
ally English town.”

Most of the name-plates on
the corners have their duplicates
in Britain. The “walks” and
“drives” on which most of the
living accommodation is sited are
named after towns in England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland. The “roads” are called
after Service leaders of the coun-
tries represented in the headquar-
ters and include Wolseley Road,

St. Vincent Road, [m

Trenchard Road

Clerks of five nations at Northern Army Group headquarters. Those of
Britain, Canada, Belgium and Holland belong to the integrated staff;
the Americans are on the staff of the United States liaison officer.

Left:

Major-

General C. F. C.
Coleman, Chicf
of Staff, North-
ern Army Group.

Right:

General

SirRichard Gale,
Commander - in
Chief, Northern

Army

Group.

Cricket? Of course. Pavilion and scoreboard are neatly combined.
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4™ LEGION WAS HERE

MARLBOROUGH‘S redcoats are not the only soldiers to have camped

at Moenchen Gladbach.

Julius Caesar passed that way, and work on the site has revealed
that a Roman camp stood there. Probably it was used as a centre for

policing the road from the Rhine to
the Maas—the site is roughly the
same distance from both rivers.

Roman soldiers lie buried where
officers’ messes now stand. There
are indications of a Roman road
and fortifications.

The ground has yielded a bowl
in which a legionary once collected
his rations. It bears the stamp of the
14th Legion. The Romans also left
a drinking vase inscribed “Vivat,”
a Latin equivalent of ““Skin off your
nose.”

A local church has a record of
the fact that a party of Cossacks
camped in the forest one night in
February 1814. They were part of
an army pursuing Napoleon’s
troops. One of them left his sabre
in the hole in which he cooked his

supper, and it was dug up again
during building operations.

The relics, some prehistoric,
which came to light during the
building of the new. headquarters
were sent to the Landes-Museum,
Bonn, which cleaned them up, evalu-
ated them and then lent them to
the headquarters education centre.
Here they are displayed in glass
cases, each with two locks. The key
of one lock is kept at Bonn, the
other in the centre.

World War Two also left its relics
in the Rheindahlener Wald. Unex-
ploded ammunition was among the
builders” hazards, including a thou-
sand-pound bomb which was picked
up and dropped three times by an
excavator-grab before the operator
realised what it was.
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MARLBOROUGH CAMPED HERE

continued

After duty hours, guard dogs patrol inside the rails of the main head- ,
quarters building.

PAGE 12
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Below: Rescue practice at the RASC fire station.

and Van Tromp Road. The
main thoroughfare which passes
right through the camp has been

named Queen’s Avenue, perhaps.

with memories of Aldershot.

Once arrived in the new head-
quarters, it would be quite pos-
sible for a family to live there
without going outside the peri-
meter until the next posting.
There are families hostels, where
wives may receive initiation into
the life of the garrison before
taking over married quarters.
There are three primary schools
(with another to come) and a
secondary school.

Wives can go to the NAAFI
shop (which delivers to all mar-
ried quarters once a week), the
thrift shop and the garden shop,
and soon there will be 40 German
shops, to broaden her choice. If
she has a motor-car, she may
have it filled with petrol and re-
paired at the garage in the camp.
German tradesmen, provided
with official passes, call at her
door.

For entertainment, there are
the clubs, a theatre, a Royal Air
Force cinema where the audience
may smoke and an Army cinema
where, they may not (“smoke
would ruin our expensive Cine-
mascope screen in a year,” says
the Army Kinema Corporation
manager). There are facilities for
just about every sport the Army
plays, including a pitch-and-putt
golf course, a 450,000-gallon
swimming pool built to Olympic
standards and riding-stables.

Getting about a camp that size
poses its own problems. Many
Servicemen have solved it by
buying bicycles and taking ad-
vantage of the cycle tracks which
line the camp roads. Internal bus
services, run by the garrison, also
help, and on Wednesday and
Saturday evenings there is a taxi
service, with Army cars, at flat
rates of a penny a journey for
Servicemen, twopence for chil-
dren and fourpence for civilian
adults.

“New idea of mine. Now we can do three at once’’

FIGURED OUT

The new headquarters cost
£14,500,000 to build and has:—
Population, 10,000; area, 1100
acres; roads, 20 miles; sports
tields, 74 acres; water piping,
40 miles; married quarters, 1128;
barrack blocks, 45; schools, 4
(one more to come); officers’
messes, 7; sergeants’ messes, 4;
families’ hostels, 3; clubs, 10;
churches, 3; cinemas, 2; theatre,
1.

Main headquarters building
figures: — Length, 300 yards;
depth, 180 yards; rooms, 2000;
corridors, 3% miles; internal
doors, 2000; windows, 5600; floor
area, 250,000 square feet.

Needless to say, everybody does
go out of camp now and again.
The women say they miss the
window-shopping of an ordinary
town and like to go down into
Moenchen Gladbach city. That
is easy; German bus services
have been routed through the
camp and serve all the nearby
towns. Shopping takes on an even
more international flavour than
in most garrisons in Germany,
because the residents of the new
headquarters have discovered
that across the border in Holland,
at Roermond market, a mere 20
miles or so away, fresh produce
can be bought more cheaply than
in Germany. Many who have
cars make a weekly journey
across the border; others go by
bus. Special concessions by the
Dutch authorities in the matter
of frontier passes cut down the
formalities.

What do the inhabitants think
of their new town?

“Of course, it was fashionable
to dislike the place when we first




E first service in St. Boniface’s (Church of England) Church at the new

I Headquarters wos o wedding service. The bride was Captain Phyllis Joan

Harben, Women's Royal Army Corps, and the bridegroom Major Patrick John
Weir MC, King’s Own (picture above).

Both St. Boniface’s and the nearby Roman Catholic Church of St. Thomas
Moore were due to open officially on the same day. The garrison’s third place
of worship, for the Church of Scotland and “other denominations,” was still
incomplete.

St. Boniface’s and St. Thomas Moore's have the latest in German electronic
organs. Each also has a bell which is tolled by electricity. The beat is slightly
irregular, to simulate the work of a human bell-ringer and avoid the monotony

got here, but nobody seems to
grumble much any more,” said
one.

*““A bit bleak in the winter, with
all those open spaces,” said
another.

“They might have put the pay
office nearer the shopping
centre,” said a wife. “Good job
they didn’t,” retorted her hus-
band.

“It’s a much shorter journey
home to England than it was
from Bad Oeynhausen,” said
another wife.

“It’s a long way to go and look
at the civilian shops— and it costs
80 pfennings (1s 4d) each way on
the bus,” said a driver in the
Women’s Royal Army Corps.

And a lance-corporal, after
thinking deeply, answered, “They
don’t seem to have forgotten a
single thing.”

Which is just as well, seeing
that the Army is to be on the
Continent (according to a recent
undertaking) until AD 2000.

RICHARD ELLEY

of mechanical precision. Lieutenant-Colonel J. S. S. Biggs, one of the Royal
Engineers who worked on the building of the new headquarters, attended the
casting of both bells in a German foundry and dropped a selection of English
coins into the metal of each.

The Roman Catholic Church was opened with its stained glass windows already
installed. St. Boniface's has plain windows, but subscriptions are being raised
to substitute stained glass.

St. Boniface’s is named after an English saint who was born in Devon and spent
30 years Christianising the German peoples. He was martyred in Friesland on
5 June 755. The church was completed a few days too late to mark the 1200th
anniversary of his death. It is to be dedicated by the Archbishop of Canterbury.







 world. .
- " The film, to be called
““Alexander the Great,”
. provided rousing em-
~ ployment for many

; ds
_ of Spaniards, Battle

scenes were shot amid
the harsh rocks of the
Sierra Guadarrama. In
the wild Castilian
countryside the pillars
of Athens and Persepo-
lis sprouted overnight.

Alexander was King
of Macedon at the age
of 20, Taught by Ari-
stotle, his imagination
fired by the Iliad, he
subdued the whole of
Greece, then took on
the vast Persian empire,
crossing the Hellespont
with 30,000 Infantry
and 5000 Cavalry to
destroy Darins, He
made Syria and Egypt
his vassals and advanced
through Persia  into
India. The = Ganges
beckoned, but his
troops had had enough.
Back he went to die in
Babylon, of fever, aged
32, in 323 BC.

Right: ' The victorious
Macedonians ride from
the field of Cheronea.
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“Retiring the Balloon.”” An incident in the South African War. From ‘With the
Flag to Pretoria,” by H. W. Wilson (by permission of The Amalgamated Press).

K WHAT THE

With balloons and kites, the Royal
Engineers paved the way for jet fighters
and luxury air-liners fifty years ago.

Left: A military balloon
takes the air at Farnborough,
1906. Such balloons had
seen active service in South
Africa. Below: A pioneer
takes off in a Cody man-
lifting kite, 1904. Cody him-
self is the bearded horseman.

long puttees of 50 years ago, a section of
Royal Engineers laboured to bring a string
of man-lifting kites into action.

It was a modest part of the exhibition which
celebrated the golden jubilee of the Royal Air-
craft Establishment at Farnborough, but a sig-
nificant one. Looking up from their kites at the
sleek jet aircraft and the ungainly Flying Bed-
stead, those Sappers, speaking regimentally,
might have said, “We started all this.”

It was the Royal Engineers who began mili-
tary experiments with balloons in 1878. In 1905
they moved their balloon factory to Farn-
borough Common. This became His Majesty’s
Balloon Factory, then the Army Aircraft Fac-
tory, the Royal Aircraft Factory and, finally,
when the initials were needed for the Royal Air
Force, the Royal Aircraft Establishment.

From the same root, too, sprang the pre-
decessors of the Royal Air Force and the Fleet
Air Arm. No corps has fathered any project
more far-reaching in the history of warfare.

They were vigorous pioneers in Farn-
borough’s early days, arid none more so than
Colonel J. L. B. Templer, who commanded the
Balloon Factory. Such was his enthusiasm for
mechanical transport that he was in the habit
of taking his wife shopping in Aldershot in a
caravan hitched to a ten-ton traction engine.

Colonel Templer began a project which was
finished by his successor, Colonel J. E. Capper
(who, as Major-General Sir John Capper, died
this year, aged 93): the building of the first
British Army airship, the Nulli Secundus. She
took the air at Farnborough in 1907 and made an
historic trip to London, but after circling St.
Paul’s could not make progress against head-
winds and descended at the Crystal Palace. The
Nulli Secundus was followed by a series of Army
airships which pointed the way to the war-time
uses of aviation. These craft were also used in
the development of airborne wireless com-
munications.

Other pioneers were experimenting with man-
lifting kites. In 1904 a picturesque character,
Samuel Franklin Cody, was attached to the

SWEATI’N G and stiff in the high collars and

The Nulli Secundus, British Military Airship No. 1

She made o record flight from Farnborough in 1907.

SAPPERS STARTED!

Balloon Factory where he built and demons-
trated kites for the Army. Cody, a Texas cow-
boy who came to Britain with a theatrical show,
was frequently confused with his namesake,
“Buffalo Bill” Cody and this led to his being
wrongly known as “Colonel”—and even ad-
dressed as such by King George V. (His
grandson, Mr. S. F. L. Cody, still works at
Farnborough.)

Cody’s kites, which he had previously demons-
trated to the Royal Navy, were intended for
observation purposes. His method was to send
up five or six pilot kites, and then the man-
lifting kite rode up the same cable on a pulley
and could be anchored in position by a brake.
One guest at the Farnborough jubilee was
Brigadier P. W. L. Broke-Smith, an airship and
aeroplane pioneer, who once broke a world
record by rising 3000 feet in a Cody kite.

Cody and a Lieutenant J. W. Dunne, encour-
aged by Colonel Capper, set to work to build
aeroplanes at' Farnborough. The War Office
allowed Cody to spend £50. He used the motor
from the Nulli Secundus and tested it in an
aeroplane tethered to a tree which, barkless and
varnished, is now embedded in concrete as a

Laffan’s Plain was once a
favourite manoeuvre ground
for the Aldershot garrison.

The tree to which Colonel
Samuel Cody tethered his
aircraft to test the engine
(on right, Mr. S. F. L. Cody).

At Farnborough'’s

jubilee

celebrations, Sappers
demonstrate how they once
handled the Army’s balloons.

memorial to him. In 1908, with this machine,
British Army Aeroplane No. 1, Cody made
the first officially recorded flight in Britain of
496 yards at 50 to 60 feet over Laffan’s Plain.
Dunne flew later the same year in Scotland and
his machine, notable for stability, made many
more flights before World War One. The Gov-
ernment, however, decided that its expenditure

on aeroplanes, £2500 in a year,
was too heavy and both Cody m
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WHAT THE SAPPERS
STARTED continued

and Dunne were “released.”

Soon after this, the Factory was relieved of
operational flying by the creation of the Balloon
School, and concentrated on experiments and
production. In 1911 the first aircraft which con-
tributed much to victory in World War One
began to appear. Money for new machines came
grudgingly from Whitehall, hence many of them
were built by subterfuge, by “repairing”—on
paper—old machines.

In the primitive laboratories and workshops
research was already going on into such
mysteries as aerodynamics. Cody tested the
lifting strength of his machine by hanging it
upside down and loading the wings with sacks
of dry sand and shot.

On the military side the Balloon School was
succeeded by the Air Battalion, Royal Engin-
eers (one company assigned to airships and one
to aeroplanes) which lasted a year. One of its
difficulties was that the authorities could not
make up their minds whether to encourage work
with airships or aeroplanes. Army officers had
already made up their minds; at the end of

1911 there were 40 volunteers for aeroplanes, .

none for airships.
The Battalion was also short of aircraft. After

PAGE 18

A line-up of vintage aircraft, ranging from an early
Bleriot (foreground) to war-planes of the 1920s.
Left: Machines of the future. Behind the Rolls-Royce
Bedstead, the balloon dongles a model Javelin
fighter, which will be dropped for spinning tests.

crashes in that year’s Army manoeuvres, the
military air force of the British Empire con-
sisted of two machines, It was proposed that
the aeroplane company should “do a little drill
and be generally smartened up.”

In 1912, the headquarters of the new Royal
Flying Corps, which brought the flying mono-
poly of the Royal Engineers to an end, were set
up at Farnborough, and here the new squadrons
were born. Here, too, the first details of
organisation and supply, the first text-books and
regulations were conceived and produced. The
senior officers set about taming the “prima
donna” tempers of the adventurous officers who
were attracted to the new service. By World
War One, says an historian of the Royal Air
Force, the typical pilot was “as modest and
dutiful as a lieutenant of Infantry.”

While the Factory was dealing with the tech-
nical problems of producing aircraft, the
Military Wing of the Royal Flying Corps was
going ahead on the “soldier’s problems” of
flying. It developed wireless for use in aero-
planes, experimented with aerial photography,
meteorology, bomb-dropping, musketry, gun-
nery and co-operation with artillery, and it
developed its own tactics and manoeuvres. Some
of the pioneers of that period became the air
marshals of World War Two; others went back
to regimental soldiering in the Army.

Between them, they produced the small but
spirited Royal Flying Corps which moved to
France in 1914, leaving Farnborough the only
occupied military air station in Britain. Their
squadrons were to be multiplied many times
before, in April 1918, the Corps became the
Royal Air Force.

Not much is left at Farnborough now to recall
the days of the Army pioneers. The old airship
hangar which once dominated the Farnborough
scene is lost in a colony of modern buildings,
and is scheduled to be demolished.

The Army still has its connections with the
Factory. Among the staff of the guided weapons
department, SOLDIER noticed a lieutenant-
colonel wearing Royal Artillery shoulder-titles,
and a warrant officer wearing those of the Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.

RICHARD ELLEY



A recent Farnborough project for the Army is this parachute platform

IT LANDS WITH A BANG
—BUT NO HARM IS DONE

HAT alarming noise made

when a lorry hits the

earth after swinging dra-

matically through the sky

on multiple parachutes does not

mean that the vehicle has re-
ceived a damaging shock.

Quite the contrary. It means

the impact has been well-
cushioned.
The 12,000-pound platform

may carry a one-ton truck, or a
25-pounder or a jeep and anti-
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tank gun. Whatever the load,
the system is the same.

This is how it works. A small
parachute pulls out a cluster of
extractor parachutes which in
turn haul the platform and load
off the rollers inside the aircraft.
Once the platform is about 30
feet clear of the machine, the
extractor parachutes rip the
canopies off the main parachutes,
which then take the strain of the
load.

Just 14 seconds after the plat-
form has left the aircraft, a
clockwork mechanism releases a
pair of “doors” which open
below the platform. Out fall 12
barrel-shaped bags. Each has a
hole in the bottom, through
which, as the platform descends,
air is forced by way of a sleeve
until the bag is inflated.

When the platform hits the
ground, the inflated bags take
the shock, and each bursts at a

In this demonstration, the pneu-
matic bag is filled by a jet of air.
Left: The 12,000-pound platform
and its load. This truck has been
dropped o dozen times but is un-
domaged except for a few scratches
and dents coused by the cables.

prepared bursting-patch on its
upper surface—hence the bang.
If there is a wind, and the load
and = platform are moving
laterally when they reach the
ground, they roll off the bags,
which are fixed only lightly. The
doors, spreading out beyond the
edges of the platform, act as
skids and help to prevent the load
turning over.

So that the platform shall not
be dragged in a wind, the para-
chutes release themselves. To
stop them doing so during the
bumpy period when they first
take the strain, a spring holds the
release catch until it is freed by
clockwork.

Quick-release lashings on the
platform enable the load to be
freed rapidly, and even untrained
crews have had a one-ton truck
ready for use in between three
and four minutes after it has
landed.

* Get that polished. | want to

see my face in it tomorrow.

PAGE 19



e o R

AR SR R

-

t
.
~
Py - - W st b
” MmN > S /v 3

- 3 e = \ i ,_-i-" & : . ,——— ny W m ‘I.u‘ N
B 4 e & £ 37 .o\-v_.‘-_\ .——.M. @ M | oy VY ) [ [ T’ : ) I") )
b6 INOEPENpENT LISHT WORKSHOMS

.."~> ‘&

BT 0 ) e

“They were here only a week.”

' SOLDIER

R B S SR S A L

“You and your ‘last finishing touches
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“Didn’t I say not to stamp?”
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“] hear we have some bright
young practical jokers among us.”

“Here's a good one—

‘Take three-and-a-half

hundredweight of
flourio "
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A lay critically ill. Her
only son, a soldier, was
10,000 miles away in Korea.

Her husband telephoned the
War Office to ask whether his
son could be brought home.

The War Office put through a
priority call to Liverpool Police:
“Please check the story and ring
back as soon as you can.”

Six minutes later Liverpool
Police were on the line: “One of
our wireless patrols has just con-
firmed that Mrs. A is dan-
gerously ill. The doctor recom-
mends that the son should be
brought home. His presence
might help her pull through.”

Almost at once a cable was on
its way from the War Office to
Headquarters, British Common-
wealth Forces in Korea: “Mother
of No. —— Private A. of
Regiment critically ill. Soldier’s
presence advised soonest. Signal
decision and ETA.”

Four hours later a Staff officer
in Korea was sending a signal to
the regiment, with a copy to Q-
(Movements), instructing the
unit to arrange for Private A——

IN a Liverpool hospital Mrs.

Even the newspapers agree (as the headline below
confirms) that the Army acts quickly in a soldier’s

domestic crisis—to whisk him home from anywhere

to fly to England immediately.

By the time Private A had
packed his kit a car was waiting
to carry him to the airport where
a plane was already standing by
for the first lap of his journey.
Meanwhile Q(Movements) were
arranging the soldier’s passage on
other aircraft along the route to
England.

Three days after leaving Korea
Private A was at his
mother’s bedside in Liverpool.

For the War Office branch
which deals with applications for
compassionate leave or release,
this was a routine case, Private
A was only one of hundreds
of soldiers who every year are
whisked home in emergency—
from jungle or desert—from all
parts of the world: a facility
which would have been envied
by the soldiers of long ago.

A signal from this branch—
often called Comprel, from its
telegraphic address—can divert
a troopship from its course. It
can open the gates of a military
prison.

It gives a man top-priority on
the fastest air-liners in the world.
During the Korea war Comets

G RS R B
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on the Far Eastern routes to
Britain were sometimes used to
fly soldiers home. High-ranking
officers gave up their seats when
necessary. Ironically, the worst
and slowest part of the journey
is often that by train from
London to the man’s home.

Soldiers on compassionate
leave from countries outside
Europe are flown home and
report to the London Assembly
Centre whence they can be on
their way inside ten minutes.
Soldiers from European coun-
tries generally travel by train and
sea and go home direct from the
port of disembarkation; but if the
urgency is great, they are flown
home.

Comprel deals with nearly
20,000 applications a year for
compassionate leave or release.
Clearly there must be compelling
reasons for bringing a man home
out of turn and only if his
presence is essential is leave
granted. A sufficient reason is
when a soldier’s wife, child, par-
ent or recorded next-of-kin has
died or is dangerously ill. Com-
passionate leave is not granted
in respect of the death or illness

'MALTA'S BIG GUN TO BE SCRAPPED

BRI A O

NE of the
biggest guns
ever made for

the British Army, the
17.72-inch coastal de-
fence gun in Tigne

i

s o5k

Barracks, Malta, is |
destined for the scrap |
heap. &

“The Tigne Terror,”
as it is known to the
Gunners of 36 Heavy
Anti - Aircraft Regi-
ment who occupy the
barracks, was shipped
from England to
Malta in 1896, Its
barrel alone weighs
100 tons and is large
enough for a man to
crawl down. Its gigan-
tic shell was carried on
an underground rail- |
way which is still in |
working order.

“The Tigne Terror”
was never fired but it
bears the scars of war
—shrapnel marks
made by a German
bomb in World War |
Two. g
.ee*snamw
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The Army Has a Heart. . /

of other relatives or a soldier’s in-
laws. It can, however, be given
for urgent reasons of an excep-
tional or personal nature when
the soldier’s presence is con-

sidered necessary to lessen
domestic hardship.
Thus, when a Ross-shire

farmer met with a serious acci-
dent his son was brought home
to run the farm until he could
arrange for friends to do so. A
plumber, whose son was serving
in Middle East, fell seriously ill
and the man’s trade union
endorsed a request that the son
be brought home to prevent the
business failing. Permission was
given. Other soldiers have
received compassionate leave
when their children have been in
trouble with the police, or when
marital crises have arisen.

Normally the period of com-
passionate leave is 28 days. This
can be extended in exceptional
circumstances if the soldier
applies before his original leave
is up. Only very rarely is a
soldier released entirely from
the service on compassionate
grounds.

Human nature bemg what it is,
all compassionate applications
must be investigated before leave
is granted. A telegram “Father
dead” is not sufficient authority
to send a man home — whose
father is it, the soldier’s father or
his wife’s? A wife’s idea of
“dangerously ill" may differ from
a doctor’s. So Comprel works
closely wiih a number of civilian
organizations—the , police, hos-
pitals, doctors, magistrates, minis-
ters of religion, the Soldiers,
Sailors and Airmen’s Families
Association, the Forces Help
Society and so on.

Sometimes relatives of soldiers
call personally at the War Office.
Recently the foreign-born wife
of a soldier serving abroad sought
with tears to melt the heart of
the major who interviewed her.
The major remained unmoved by
what seemed an exaggerated tale
of hardship. Suddenly, the tears
stopped flowing. The woman
leapt from her seat, clutched at
the officer and screamed, “I cut
your bleeding throat!”

Comprel is one of the few War
Office branches which work
all 24 hours every day of the
year. At night much of the
information which has been re-
quested from the police comes in
by telephone.
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When SOLDIER listened-in
one night recently there was a
message about a private soldier
whose father had been killed in
a street accident while away from
home. The accident occurred in
the late evening, and the local
police were asked to inform the
widow. From her the police
learned that the only son was
serving in the Army in Germany.
They telephoned the War Office
the same night, and the soldier
was home before noon the next
day. :

During the time of “Z”
reservist training, the sister of a
reservist telephoned the War
Office late one night to say that
their father was critically ill in
a London hospital, and had
specially asked to see his son.
Unfortunately, the man’s unit,
number and location were un-
known because the letter con-

" taining this information had been

lost.

The sister thought that her
brother might be in REME,
because he was a mechanic by
trade, and she had some recol-
lection of hearing him say he
would be in a camp somewhere in
the South of England. It was not
much to work on, but it was
better than nothing.

The duty staff put in calls to
the two Commands in which the
man could be serving. The prob-
lem was explained, and a request
made for a check of “Z” reservists
training with REME formations.
A lucky shot, as it happened, for
just after three in the morning
came a message that the man had
been located and would be sent
by car to catch the first train to
London. Just before the night
staff went off duty at nine o’clock
came another telephone call to
say that the man had reached
home, and was on his way to the
hospital.

Sometimes a soldier has been
taken off his ship a few minutes
before sailing. One private was
already on his way to Malaya
when his father was taken seri-
ouslyill. A wireless message was
sent to the ship giving orders for
the soldier to be disembarked at
the first port of call, which was
Suez, for immediate return to
England. The local Command
were informed, and immediately
the man came ashore he was re-
embarked on a charter aircraft
which touched down at Black-
bushe Airport in a matter of
hours.

Abnormal weather may bring
a crop of compassionate prob-
lems, like those arising from the
disastrous floods at Lynmouth,
and on the East Coast of
England. Then the Comprel staff
works at higher pressure than
ever to cope with inquiries from
the stricken area.

There must, of course, be
refusals; and there must be
instances when a refusal seems
harsh. It is one of the hardships
attached to service life that some-
times the needs of the home are
in conflict with the needs of the
nation.

‘He is expected to recognise the senior officer and salute him.’

A Few Bits and Pieces about-

SALUTING

HE planners of Western

Germany’s new army
have announced that the
German soldier will be
required to salute his superior
officers only once a day—the
first time he sees them. )

Originally, British soldiers
“saluted” by doffing their hats
and bowing. The Coldstream
Guards have been credited with
starting the hand salute. After
firing muskets, their hands be-
came so grimed with powder
that they dirtied their hats when
lifting them—so the order went
forth in 1745 that they should
raise their hands only, and bow.

In 1790 the War Office ruled
that all regiments should adopt
the hand salute.

In one British regiment, the
Blues, men are allowed to salute
without wearing their head-dress.
According to regimental tradi-
tion, says Major T. J. Edwards
in his “Military Customs,” the
practice began at Waterloo, when
an officer of the Blues, who had
lost his helmet in action, saluted
the Duke of Wellington bare-
headed. The Duke uttered no re-
proof—and the practice was con-
tinued by the Regiment.

Saluting was the first thing to
be derided and discountenanced
in the French Army when the
Revolutionaries came to power.
When pride in arms returned, so
did saluting.

The Russian Revolutionaries
abolished saluting, but the cus-
tom was revived in plenty of time
for World War Two.

®
The seventh Earl of Cardigan,

who led the Charge of the Light
Brigade, used to pay his smartest

NCOs five shillings to travel up
to London from Hounslow and
patrol the Piccadilly area, in
order that they might throw up
smart salutes as he passed by.

Until the end of World War
One British soldiers saluted with
either hand—with the left when
passing an officer on the right,
with the right when passing him
on the left. The reason was so
that they could look the officer
straight in the face, and also to
avoid a possible clash of elbows.

When a soldier passed between
two officers he was expected to
recognise the senior officer and
salute him—as he still is.

The left-hand salute was abol-
ished in 1918, except when from
physical incapacity a right-hand
salute is impossible.

&

The Duke of Connaught, ap-
pointed colonel of a cyclist batta-
lion, decided to learn to cycle
before taking his first parade.
As he set forth, shakily, from
Government House, Aldershot,
he met an orderly cycling to-
wards him. The orderly saluted
and fell off; the Duke returned
the salute, and fell on top.of him.

[

In World War One (so the tale
goes) a famous British general
approached two  Australians
lounging on the ground. They
made no attempt to rise.

“Don’t you know who I am?”
he demanded.

“Sorry, cobber, not the faintest
idea,” replied one of the Austra-
lians.

“Well, I'm General —— who

. commands you.”

“Say, chum,” drawled the
Australian, “that’s a good job.
You want to look after it.”

L ]

In Cairo during World War
Two saluting patrols were insti-

tuted in an effort to smarten up
discipline. Two subalterns were
sent through the streets as “stalk-
ing horses,” and military police
followed at a distance, pouncing
on soldiers who failed to salute.

Brigadier Bernard Fergusson
tells a story, in “The Black Watch
and the King’s Enemies,” of how
Vice-Admiral Sir James Somer-
ville, at Gibraltar during World
War Two, remonstrated with a
Scots soldier who failed to salute.
The dialogue went like this:

“Do you see all those ships in
the harbour down there?”

L-Aye-li

“And do you see all this stuff
on my arm?”

ilAye.,i

“Well, I don’t want to be awk-
ward in any way, but I feel you
really ought to salute me when
I go past. Don’t you?”

The Jock pondered the gold
rings. Then he said:

“You may be a sergeant, but
you're no’ a sergeant in the Black
Watch.”

[

At one stage in his career,
Regimental Sergeant - Major
Ronald Brittain, Coldstream
Guards, had a special saluting
drill for the telephone. When told
that the Adjutant wished to
speak to him, he would spring to
his feet, call the room to atten-
tiom, put his hat on, and say into
the telephone mouthpiece, “I am,
now saluting you, sir.” After tak-
ing down the- message, he would
say, “Thank you, sir” and then,
once more, “‘I am now saluting
you, sir.” This story, says his bio-
grapher, James Leasor, in “The
Sergeant-Major,” has never been
denied by RSM Brittain.

When the tattered survivors of
77 Infantry Brigade withdrew
from the Burma jungle and
marched to rest camp at Dehra
Dun (says Brigadier Michael
Calvert in his “Prisoners of
Hope”) they were confronted by
a large yellow banner draped
across the road. On it was written
in black letters the warning:
“CHINDITS! WATCH YOUR
SALUTING!™

In 1948 the American Army
abolished saluting “off post™ but
reintroduced it last year after a
board of investigation reported
that the relaxation in the interests
of “military democracy” had
weakened service esprit.

In a War Office pamphlet,
“Saluting,” Field-Marshal Vis-
count Montgomery says:

“The superb qualities of the
British soldier in battle derive
from his many fine attributes of
which one of the most important
is discipline . . . one of the out-
ward manifestations of discipline
is the salute, which is the world-
wide traditional greeting of the
fighting man.”
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“THE LOCUSTS
ARE COMING”™

British soldiers helped to avert a
famine in Africa—not for the first time
—when they fought an ancient plague

HERE is one enemy against which the British soldier is ready

to use chemical warfare with a clear conscience—the locust.

In its latest battle with Africa’s ancient enemy, the Army

waged a six-weeks campaign, in co-operation with the Libyan
authorities, against swarms which had appeared over hundreds of
square miles of Tripolitania. The weapon: poison bait, consisting

of bran mixed with Gammaxene.

It is an effective weapon.
Younger locusts may be killed by
merely touching it. Older ones
eat it gregdily, and then die. Since
locusts are cannibals, other
locusts may Kkill themselves by
eating their poisoned comrades.

There was plenty of notice of

‘this year’s campaign in Tripoli-

tania. Large swarms of adult
yellow locusts appeared in
March and laid their eggs over
wide areas. Since each female
lays 9000 eggs (in three batches)
it was obvious that there was
going to be a serious plague.
Towards the end of April
hatching began, and the Libyans
went into action. By mid-May
they called for help from the
British Army, and the build-up
of troops in the anti-locust cam-
paign began. Brigadier A. W.
Brown, commander of 25 Ar-
moured Brigade, cut short an
exercise to concentrate his head-
quarters against the insects.

By the end of May, however,
hatchings were increasing fast,
and the Libyan Government
asked the Army for a still greater
effort. A planning conference at
Brigadier Brown’s headquarters
divided the province into four
sectors, each with a military com-
mander who co-operated with
the locust control headquarters
and the Libyan Police.

Two days later there were 350
British troops deployed, with 115
vehicles. The men came from
14/20th King's Hussars, “J” (Sidi
Rezegh) Battery, Royal Horse
Artillery, 22 Field Engineer Regi-
ment, 25 Armoured Brigade
Headquarters and detachments
of Royal Signals, Royal Army
Service Corps and Royal Elec-
trical and Mechanical Engineers.
The Royal Air Force at Castel
Idris also joined in.

One difficulty was in obtaining
information about the locusts.
Many reports came in from

Left: Africa’s Public Enemy Number One. Above: From an Anson air-
craft a spray of insecticide descends on the Tripolitanian olive groves.
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The operation of the gun is considered fo have started at the moment when the firing pin fires the cap on the first cartridge.

When the cartridge is fired the propellant gases exert an equal
pressure against both the bullet and the cartridge case, the latter
being supported by the bolt plus the pressure of the return spring.
This pressure accelerates both the bullet and the boit plus the
cartridge case, but in opposite directions, As the weight of the
bullet is considerably less than that of the bolt and case, it attains
a much higher velocity than that of the bolt and the cartridge
case which it carries.

By the time the bullet clears the muzzle, both have reached their
maximum velocity, but the cartridge case has not yet cleared
from the chamber. Immediately the bullet clears the muzzle
there is a rapid drop in pressure to a level safe enough for the
cartridge case to clear from the breech. The bolt is now
decelerated by the return spring, The empty cartridge case, held
in the extractor, is carried backwards to strike the ejector, which
throws it through the ejector opening.
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Did you know

— that you can fly BEA on your next home leave at
special reduced rates? BEA reduced fares are available
to all Members of H.M. Forces and their families; to
Canadian Forces in BAOR; as well as to Nursing and
Naafi Staff.

Routes available to Uk from : — Athens, Benghazi,
Berlin, Cologne, Cyprus, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt,
Gibraltar, Hamburg, Hanover, Malta, Munich,
Tripoli and Vienna.

YOU CAN BOOK NOW Travel Agents and BEA offices
will be pleased to give you complete details.

=
SOME FARES TO LOMDON
=== fly BEA
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Soldier of Fortune...

You may not have a Field-Marshal's baton
in your pack, but you can easily have a
cheque book. Many people congider opening
a bank account but imagine that it entailsa
lot of form-filling and explanations. This
is not true of the National Provincial Bank,
where the whole business
is quite simple. Call at our
nearest Branch and talk it
over.

This helpful booklet, The Ins and

Outls of a Banking Account, can be
obtained from any Branch.

‘National Provincial Bank

LIMITED
where good fortunes grow

HEAD OFFICE: 15 BISHOPSGATE, LONDON E.C.2
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The whiteness of this girl’s teeth
is here being measured. The
“ whiteness-meter ”’ showed that
they were shades whiter after one
brushing with Macleans.

Scientists prove teeth whiter
with MACLEANS

Healthier, too! Safer from decay!

FTER one brushing with Macleans your
teeth are 11 to 4 degrees whiter. That

is a scientific fact. It was proved in every
single case after hundreds of tests with a
spectro-photometer, or “whiteness-meter”.
Dental authorities agree that to avoid

Did you Maclean

decay teeth must be really clean. Brushed
regularly with Macleans (you’ll love its
clean, fresh flavour!) they’ll be cleaner,
whiter, healthier — and your gums will be
firmer, too. Millions are proving for them-
selves that Maclean-white teeth are healthy
teeth. ;

your teeth today? B

E'wp/o.5./55

Tomeasure the whitenessof human
teeth, a solid block of pure mag-
nesium oxide was used as a
standard of whiteness. The spectro-
photometer was then set to this
standard and the degree of white-~
ness of the teeth measured on the
scale shown above.
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Troops spread poison bait among locusts still too young to fly.

LOCUSTS .....

Arabs who naturally were unable
to give accurate map references.
From the sparsely-populated in-
land areas came little informa-
tion at all. The maps at control
headquarters showed concentra-
tions of locusts astride the main
roads and camel tracks, but there
were huge areas, capable of hold-
ing a serious threat, about which
little was known. Consequently
one whole day was devoted to
reconnaissance, so that the attack
should go in where it would be
most effective.

The locusts’ meal-times are
usually between six and nine
o’clock in the morning and from
six o’clock in the evening until
last light (though these times vary
with the temperature). To reach
the scenes of their attacks and
have the bait in position at the
right times, the troops worked
from about four o’clock in the
morning, took a few hours’ break
in the middle of the day, and
returned to their bases between
ten and eleven at night. It was a
strenuous life.

The big distances involved
made supply and administration
difficult. The 14/20th Hussars
worked over a front of about 100
miles; 22 Field Engineers were
deployed over a depth of 200
miles; and “J” Battery was 150
miles from its base. It wasasifa
battalion had been spread over

the equivalent of a corps, if not
an army, front. Austers of 1908
Independent Air Observation
Post Flight helped with liaison
and reconnaissance flights and
delivered supplies and mail.

By the beginning of July the
major part of the battle was over.
The British troops were able to
go back to normal duties, leaving
the campaign to the Libyans.
Almost certain famine had been
staved off. The Libyan people
were grateful, and said so.
Troops based at Mizda, 100 miles
inland from Tripoli, had already
had a token of this gratitude. On
the Queen’s Birthday they were
entertained to a kuskus feast
(consisting of a highly-seasoned
dish of steamed grain and boiled
meat).

Note: At the height of World
War Two the British Army
mounted a big offensive against
locusts, which were threatening
Palestine, Egypt, Arabia and
Persia with famine. British and
Russian aircraft reconnoitred
enormous tracts to find the
breeding grounds; native scouts
led anti-locust patrols to the re-
mote swamps of Abyssinia and
the Sudan; motorised units
ranged the Arabian lands; and
the Royal Air Force sprayed
down thousands of tons of
American chemicals. It was one
of the biggest anti-locust cam-
paigns ever conducted. Kenya
was saved from a similar menace
with the aid of African Pioneers.

From a control post in a Beau Geste building, lorries take out poison bran,

BISLEY

—Or was it?

® © 0 0 0 ¢
Royal Navy and Royal
Air Force out-shot the
Army in important
events at this year’'s
Bisley-yet the Army’s
shooting HAS improv -
ed, say the experts

T was not the best of Bisleys
for the Army this year.
In the Methuen Cup, the
most important inter-Ser-
vices rifle match in the Army
Rifle Association meeting, the
best the Army could do was to
fill eighth place, being beaten by
teams from all other Services.
Yet of the 27 teams competing no
fewer than 13 were from the
Army. The Army’s top scorers
were the Household Brigade, 32
points behind the winners, Royal
Air Force Fighter Command,
There were more setbacks in
the National Rifle Association
meeting which followed. In the
Inter - Services long - range rifle
match—a new event—the Army
trailed behind the Royal Air
Force and the Royal Navy. The
Whitehead Cup for revolver

teams of eight was won by the .

Royal Air Force, with the Army
fourth, 104 points behind. The
Territorial Army won the
Regular and Territorial Armies
Cup—another rifle match,

But the Army did win the
United Service Cup, one of the
rifle stages in the Burdwan Cup,
for the first time since 1951, and
also the new sub- rnachmc-gun
match in the same competition.
The Army tied with the Royal
Air Force in the final aggregate
to share the Burdwan trophy,
which the Army last won in 1939.

Although admitting that there
is room for improvement in the
Army’s shooting, the Army Rifle
Association say they are not
greatly perturbed by the results.
They point out that Army teams
are drawn from small units while
those of other Services come
from much larger establishments.
The general standard of shooting
in the Army, in their opinion, is
better today than for some years,

Lieutenant-General Sir Francis

Festing, Commander - in - Chief,

Eastern Command and president
of the Army Rifle Association
has suggested that the standard
can be improved by paying more
attention to individual training.

“Nowadays there is a tendency
to regard divisional exercises and

-year-old RQMS G. Arm-
strong, Grenadier Guards,
is the rmy s champion rifle
shot and Queen’s medallist.

43

-year-old Mr. L. R. Fenwick,

an engineer who learned to
shoot in the wartime Home
Guard, won the Queen’s Prize.

41

higher technical training as the
be-all and end-all of a soldier’s
life,” he said. “But it is very often
the skill of the individual man-at-
arms that wins the battle.”

General Festing also doubts
whether enough interest is shown
by officers in competitive shoot-
ing. “I am quite certain that if
we asked all the officers in the
Army what the Methuen Cup
was we would be surprised by
some of the answers.” Much
more should be done, says the
General, to ensure that Army
teams are trained and organised
as well as those in the other
Services.

It has been suggested to SOL-
DIER that more practice ammu-
nition might well be allotted to
Army competitors.

In this year’s Bisley the top
prizes tended to go to the older
soldiers. The Queen’s Medal for
the champion Army rifle shot
was won by 45-year-old Regi-
mental Quartermaster - Sergeant
G. Armstrong, Grenadier
Guards, who also won the title in
1951. Second was Quartermaster
Sergeant Instructor H. Lawrence,
aged 37, of the Small Arms
School Corps and third Lieuten-
ant-Colonel R, M. Parsons, aged
44, Royal Ulster Rifles. This was
the sixth time since 1947 that

Lieutenant-Colonel m

Parsons had been
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BISI-EY continued

in the first three. He won the title
in 1949 and 1950.

However, 22 - year - old Cor-
poral David Carpenter, of 13
Command Workshops, Royal
Electrical and Mechanical En-
gineers, won the Henry White-
head Cup in the first stage of the
championship and thus became
the first junior NCO to do so. He
also won the “corporals and
below” section. Sergeant N.
Bidwell, of the Essex Regiment,
won the “officers and sergeants”
section with RQMS Armstrong
second, Major W. H. Baudains
MM, Royal Ulster Rifles, last
year’s Army champion, third.

The Roberts Cup, the second
championship stage, was won by
Lieutenant-Colonel Parsons with
the record score of 144 out of a
possible 150. The last stage of the
championship, the Army Hun-
dred, went to Quartermaster
Sergeant-Instructor D. Stock-
man, Small Arms School Corps
with Sergeant L. Airey, 1st Bat-
talion The King's Royal Rifle
Corps second and RQMS Arm-
strong third.

The champion young soldier
rifle shot was Corporal Malcolm
Brennan, of the Worcestershire
Regiment, a 20-year-old National
Serviceman who is a professional
footballer in civilian life.

This year the Revolver Thirty
Match was speeded up to meet
modern battle requirements by
the. introduction of ten-second
practices in place of the usual
two minutes. It was won by
Quartermaster Sergeant-Instruc-
tor G. A. Fitzgerald, of 3 Train-
ing Regiment, Royal Engineers.

For the first time, too, there
was ‘an individual sub-machine-
gun match in the Army meeting.
There were more than 200 com-
petitors and the event was won
by Sergeant A. Grice, Worcester-
shire Regiment, with Sergeant
D. Kennedy, Airborne Forces
Depot, second and RQMS J.
Greenaway, 2nd Battalion The
King's Royal Rifle Corps third.

Colour-Sergeant W. Howard
and Sergeant D. Baird, of the 2nd
Battalion The King’s Royal Rifle
Corps won the Worcester Cup
for the best light-machine-gun
pair in the Army with the
Worcestershire Regiment team
second. In the Lindley Cup
light - machine - gun event for
cavalry units the 10th Hussars
filled the first two places in all
three classes.

Next year may see the intro-
duction of the new FN rifle at
Bisley. As soon as a sufficient
number of troops are armed with
this weapon there will probably
be two competitions for the
Army rifle championship, one
with the new rifle and one with
the .303. _

There is a precedent for this.
In 1875 and 1876, when the
Martini - Henry rifle began to
replace the old Snider, a medal
was awarded to the best shot with
each. The problem did not arise
when the first .303 Lee-Enfields
were introduced as there was no
rifle championship at that time.
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An American psychologist who
helped British Intelligence to
sift candidates for secret tasks
lets a cat or two out of the bag

A “MAD” SERGEANT HELPED TO
CHOOSE THE SPIES

by the Army during World War Two have been largely a

UNT]L now, the methods by which secret agents were selected

subject for guesswork.

The lid is lifted, not fully, but enough for a generous

glimpse, by Dr. William J. Morgan, in his

racy book “Spies and

Saboteurs: Picking and Training Them” (Gollancz, 13s 6d).

Dr. Morgan, who served as a
lieutenant-colonel in the United
States Military Intelligence, was
the only American psychologist
to work with the British in select-
ing agents to penetrate German-
occupied Europe. He later par-
chuted into France and led a
band of 550 guerillas into action.

When Dr. Morgan arrived in
England he was equipped with
“everything but an automatic
dishwasher” — including three
pistols (one with silencer), an
ordinary blackjack and a“spring-
snapper cosh blackjack.” These
had been supplied by America’s
Office of Strategic Services, with
which British Intelligence co-
operated.

“The Britishers, old and wise
in the intelligence game, were
training Americans in the British
intelligence schools in England
and Scotland,” writes Dr. Mor-
gan. “But they had been dis-
appointed in the calibre and
qualifications of  American
agents and operatives. . . . The
British now insisted that all
intelligence candidates, including
Americans, must pass the British

Selection Assessment Board at
Pemberley, before being accep-
ted for further training.”

As a high proportion of Ameri-
cans were being “ploughed” by
the Board, Dr. Morgan was sent
to Pemberley to help to interpret
“American behaviour patterns.”

The set-up he found was not
unlike that operated by the War
Office Selection Boards which
sift potential officers. Candidates
were assigned practical tasks
designed to bring out leadership,
initiative, coolness, team-loyalty
—and ruthlessness. The tests
called for a certain amount of
physical agility and a head for
heights, since the spy who cannot
climb out of a window in an
emergency is not much use.

The candidates were of all
nationalities and backgrounds.
One, who was much-disliked as a
line-shooter, was a former barn-
storming airman, deep-sea diver,
motor-racer and film actor, of
whom the author says: “His cool-
ness, self-assurance and talent for
plausible lying won him the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross.” An-
other was a champion ping-pong

THEY’RE
YOUR
ALLIES

Left: a Cara-
binieri para-
chutist of the
Italian Army.
Note the padded
knee - caps and
the knife lashed
to the boot.

Right: another
member of the
Carabinieri, in
the traditional
uniform of the
Presidential
Guard Corps.
There are 110 of
them, of a mini-
mum height of
six feet four
inches. They per-
form guard of
honour services
for the President
of the Republic.

player, who shirked the obstacle
course for fear of damaging
his hands (and his professional
career). As regimental officers,
many would have been a dead
loss; but they had other qualities
which the nation needed —
notably a gift of tongues.

One practical test involved the
crossing of a barbed wire
obstacle. A candidate who was
detested by the others in his
group was ‘‘accidentally”
dropped into the wire. His com-
panions realised that he could not
be left there to be captured and
they had neither the time nor the
inclination to extricate him. So
one went up to him, pointed a
finger at his head and said
“BANG! BANG!™”

Another exercise involved cap-
turing a “madman” armed with a
rifle. The madman was a sergeant
with a Master of Arts degree, and
a clever actor into the bargain.
He was not often captured. The
author comments : “Anyone who
tries to use persuasion in dealing
with an armed madman is not
too sane himself.”

There was a room to be rifled
for secret papers (under the eye
of a Military Testing Officer);
there was a Gestapo chief to be
killed at his desk; and there was
a frontier to be crossed without
attracting a sentry’s attention.
There was also' an exercise in
which, unknown to the leader of
the party, one of the company
was a traitor. It was quite a
course !

Dr. Morgan says that one com-
manding officer at this assess-
ment board had reasoned that,
since many agents in enemy ter-
ritory got into trouble by seeking
feminine society, each resistance
organiser ought to be accom-
panied by a woman radio opera-
tor who would also serve as his
social companion. “It was a good
idea, but he was reprimanded and
transferred. The British are like
that. They really approved the
idea but thought it bad form to
talk about it.”

Well, the whole world has
heard about one big romance
between a resistance organiser
and his woman radio operator!

After a spell with the assess-
ment board the author himself
underwent training as an agent.
One of his assignments was to
shadow a pretty woman from
9.30 a.m. until 4.30 in the after-
noon. It’s a great life, a spy’s!

The author's comments and
judgments are, of course, his
own. He tells one story about
the treatment of a double agent
which will cause eyebrows to be
raised. One hopes he is satisfied
as to its authenticity.



It’s the appetising taste of Guinness

that goes so well with food

IT’s THE APPETISING TASTE of Guinness
that makes it go so well with food. That’s
why it’s clever to have Guinness at meal-
times. Guinness whips up your appetite
and makes eating more fun. The good

G.E.2490.E

things of life all go well with Guinness —
might have been made for each other.
You finish up feeling fine — refreshed and
satisfied. Going to try a Guinness today ?
Good for you !
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continued

BREAKDOWNS WERE
GOOD FOR THEM

HERE is something to be said for training on worn-out

_ equipment.

When the Guards Armoured Division was formed in 1941
—thus breaking a 300-year-old tradition that the Foot Guards
always fight as Infantrymen—it was allotted old tanks.

“Their frequent breakdowns
gave most valuable experience to
the crews and to unit fitters,” says
Major-General G. L. Verney
DSO in “The Guards Armoured
Division—A  Short History”
(Hutchinson, 15s). “Many a crew
stranded for the night out on
Salisbury Plain learned things
that they would never have dis-
covered if their tanks had
brought them home all right, les-
sons that were to prove of great
value later on under more dan-
gerous conditions.”

The author, who commanded
one of the brigades in the Divi-
sion before he took over the
“Desert Rats,” traces the proud
path of the men who wore the
flash of the ever-open eye, a sign
also used by the Guards Division
in World War One. Curiously, he
says, the Division is now remem-
bered more for its almost un-
opposed advance from the Seine
to Brussels than for the many
battles it fought from Normandy
to the north-west German plain.

At Geelen, in Holland, the
Irish Guards seem to have been
“spoiled” by the inhabitants on
whom they were billeted. “When
the cooks issued breakfast there
were queues of small boys carry-
ing mess tins and chanting the
names of men to whom the tins
belonged and who were in bed.”

In the town of Oss the Cold-
stream Group found a huge food
dump from which both British
and Germans had been drawing
stores—the British in the morn-
ings and the Germans in the
afternoon. It was a matter of
indifference to the methodical
Dutch storeman who drew the
stores so long as he got a signa-
ture in his book!

Two Victoria Crosses were
awarded, posthumously, to mem-
bers of the Division: Captain Ian
Liddell, of the S5th Battalion,
Coldstream Guards, and Guards-
man Edward Charlton, 2nd (Ar-
moured) Battalion, Irish Guards.
Under intense fire, Captain Lid-

dell ran across a mined bridge
over the River Ems and neu-
tralised the charges, then signal-
led his leading platoon to ad-
vance across it. Guardsman
Charlton, firing his Browning
from the hip, halted an enemy
advance at Wistedt, then propped
his weapon on a fence to rest his
wounded left arm—and kept on
firing. He was hit again in that
arm, but still engaged the enemy,
thus relieving his comrades from
a desperate situation.

This brief book is not intended
to do the work of regimental his-
tories, but “to show both the
part that units played in the
general actions of the Division,
and the part the Division took in
the campaign as a whole.”

The Service
that is always

on duty

The S.C.B.D. brings you the news-
papers, magazines, books and stationery you want without fuss or bother.
The Forces Bookshops which are supplied by S.C.B.D. welcome your
inquiries and invite you to come in and see the fine selection of reading and
writing materials whenever you are off duty.
Postal Service is available to units or

individuals wherever they are stationed.
If there is no Forces Bookshop in your
vicinity send your order direct to S.C.B.D.
Headquarters and we will mail you sup-

plies by return of post.

SERVICES CENTRAL
BOOK DEPOT

(W. H. SMITH & SON, LTD.)
195-201 PENTONVILLE ROAD,
LONDON, N.1
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BERLIN (Y.M.C.A.)
BUNDE (V.M.C.A

COLOGNE (Y.W.C.A.)

Making up your orders.

FORCES BOOKSHOPS
AT B.A.O.R.

.)
CeLLE (Church of Scotland)

OLDENBURG (¥.M.C.A.)
OsnaBruck (Church Army)
SENNELAGER (Church Army)
‘WAHNEHEIDE (Y.W.C.A.)
WUPPERTAL (Y.M.C.A.)
B.T.A.

DORTMUND (V.M.C.A.)
DusseLporr (Church Army)
FRANKFURT (Y.W.C.A.)
GOTTINGEN (Y.W.C.A.)
Hamsure (Church Army)
Hanover (Salvation Army)
HiLpesHEM (Toc H)
HoOHNE (v.M.C.A.) .
HUBBELRATH (Y.M.C.A.)
ISERLOHN (Y.M.C.A.)
LUNEBURG (¥.M.C.A.)
MUNCHEN-GLADBACH—

Town Centre (Church Army)
MUNCHEN-GLADBACH—

Main H.Q.'s (v.w.c.A.)

MunsTER (Toc H
NeuMuNsTER (Church Army)

GRAZ (Y.M.C.A.)
KLAGENFURT (Y.M.C.A.)
VIENNA (Y.W.C.A.)
ZELTWEG (Y.W.C.A.
NORTH AFRIC
BExGHAzI (Salvation Army)
TRIPOLI (¥.M.C.A.)
CANAL ZONE
FANARA (v.M.C.A.)
Favip (¥.M.C.A.)
Favip (Church of Scotland)
MOASCAR (Y. W.C.A.)
TEL EL KEBIR—
(Church of Scotland)
FAR EAST
SEx Kong—
(Church of Scotland)

A Good Bag
in Bremen

N 12 hours a major of the 4th
Battalion The Wiltshire
Regiment took the sur-
render of two German gen-

erals and their staffs, a vice-
admiral and, for good measure,
a Nazi bishop.

During the final assault on
Bremen, Major G. B. P. Pope,
on night reconnaissance with his
runner, entered a bunker in
which Major-General Siber, the
Bremen garrison commander,
and his staff were hiding. They
surrendered en bloc. At dawn
Major Pope entered another
building. Inside were Lieutenant-
General Fritz Becker, comman-
der of Bremen's defences, with
his staff, the vice-admiral and the
Bishop of Bremen. They, too,
went willingly into captivity.

The story is told in “The
Maroon Square” (Franey and
Co., 16s) the almost day-to-day
record of the exploits of the 4th
Wiltshires in World War Two.
The authors are three majors
who each won the Military Cross
while serving with the Battalion
—Majors A. D. Parsons, D. I. M.
Robbins and D. C. Gilson.

The 4th Wiltshires played a
prominent part in all the battles
fought by 43rd (Wessex) Division
from the Normandy beaches on-
wards, and the book is mainly an
account of these battles as seen
through the eyes of the man in
the front line—the officer and the
private, the stretcher bearer and
the cook, the driver and the wire-

. less operator.

Most problems that came their
way were solved with the Infan-
tryman’s usual efficiency and
adaptability. But unusual mea-
sures were needed to get rid of
the attentions of a German Alsa-
tian war dog when the Battalion
were facing the enemy in a wood
in Holland.

After attempts to capture and
shoot the dog had failed, the
Commanding Officer sent to
higher formation for a bitch. It
turned out to be a thin, shivering,
unlovely mongrel—but the Alsa-
tian was never seen again in the
Wiltshires’ sector.



Something
to write
home about !

... RONSON

WORLD'S GREATEST LIGHTER

FOR -OUTDOOR LIGHTS—
THE RONSON WHIRLWIND! B
Telescopic windshield ensures
quick light in any breeze.

Yoi’ll be proud to own a Ronson. Each one is a fine
piece of precision engineering, and you’re sure to find
exactly what you want in the wide Ronson range.

GO TO THE NAAFI

AND GET A RONSON

For your ozcn protection . . . look for the trade

mark RONSON world’s greatest lighter

HUDSON'S BAY
JAMAICA RUM

In 1775 A.D. the Governor and Company of Ad-
venturers of England Trading into Hudson's
Bay arranged the first shipment of rum into the
Bay aboard the H B C ship “Sea Horse.”

Ask for it at
NAAFI

e

WHY
PHILISHAVE

Eet?mﬁ Aotl:on, GIVES

YOU A SMOOTHER SHAVE

As you know, of course, the hairs on your face grow at all
angles. That’s why, with most shaving methods, you have to
go over your beard so many times before you can get rid of
every hair. But not with the Rotary Action of the ‘Philishave’!
Because the ‘Philishave’s’ blades rotate they shave hairs
growing at any angle. What's more, while the blades are
rotating the ‘Philishave’ gently stretches and smooths your
skin. So it stands to reason you get a closer shave, a really
smooth shave, with every hair removed at skin-level. And
Rotary Action is so much easier on your skin as well!

Prove it today —ask your dealer for a demonstration.

Unbeatable value at ‘7'9'3., tax paid, complete with case.
Operates on AC/DC 110-130 v. and 200-250 v.

PHILIPS

 PHILISHIAWE

THE DRY SHAVER WITH THE BIGGEST WORLD SALE

Philips Electrical Ltd., Century House, Shaftesbury Avenue, London, WC2.
(ps590F)
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that here am I with a standard of
living quite a bit above the average; yet in one respect I am

going on in a groove, when for the sake of the odd pennies I could be

enjoying the best cigarettes in the world —

3’001 rfor 20

also in 10 + 25 + 50 - 100
(including round
air-tight tins of 50)

THE HUSE OF STATE@PKESS 31 605 pI O MDA VLY L OO, Wt
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“THE: Am.v's GRACK CYOL-I‘BTS WERE ouT AT I-IERNE HILL-—AND
--'rHREE EX-ARMY RIDER TAOYLED THE FAMOUS TOUR DE FRANCE -

L e Y “-L
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The record-breaking REME team in action: the leader pulls out to let the second rider set the pace.

WHIZZING WHEELS

YCLE racing is the
Army’s youngest sport,
but its popularity has

grown fast in the five
years since it was officially
recognised.

There are 900 active members
in the Army Cycling Union,
which organises both track and
road racing over distances of
from 10 to 100 miles. Later this
year a 12-hours’ road-race may
be held, and Southern Command
are arranging a three-days’ event
at the end of this month, an event
which may be held annually.

Three ex-members of the
Army Cycling Union rode in this
year’s Tour de France: Brian
Robinson, formerly of the King’s
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry,
Ken Mitchell, late of Royal Sig-
nals and B. Pusey, late of REME.
Robinson was 29th out of 130
starters. Mitchell and Pusey
retired,

Sapper David Tweddell, of 9
Training Regiment, Royal En-
gineers, the Army’s 50-mile road
time trial champion, was third in
this year’s International Isle of

Man race.
At this year’s m

Showing how cycling develops the thigh muscles. Right: Private R. T. ——

Blundell wins by inches in the semi-finol of the 1000 metres sprint.



A JOB
WITH A
FUTURE

£445 A YEAR

plus £20 London Allow-
ance from the day you
start training. Rent-free
accommodation or a
generous Rent Allowance.

London's Police offers you a career of interest

Join the
METROPOLITAN
POLICE

and get on!

and variety with good prospects. Highest ranks,
with salaries of £2,000 upwards, are open to all.
Pension of half-pay after 25 years or two-thirds
after 30 years. Excellent opportunities for sport.
If you are between age 19 and 30, 5 ft. 8 ins.
or over and in good health, write today for

interview, Return fare to London refunded.

]_ — — POST THIS COUPON TODAY! — — —

If you have not done your

FROM ALL LEADING OQUTFITTERS
AND N.AA.F.L

AUSTRALIA

is looking for

men like Yﬂu

* High living standards
* Well paid jobs
* Social security

[ S 2

National Service and wish to I To: Dept. 1635, Scotland Yard, S.W.I. | ’LL M .

make the Police your career, I Please send illustrated booklet which tells me all |

you can apply to become a about the Metropolitan Police.

Senior Cadet on registering | ' The comfort and durability of ‘Umbro’
, under the National Service l Name [ % y

Acts. Pay for Senior Cadets is | Addre ) i i

i e b " | Sportswear make it the popular choice

certain allowances, At |9 I :

you become a Constable on
full pay,

HERE IS YET MORE PROOF OF
THE MAN YOU
CAN BECOME!

YOU, T00, CAN BE CLOTHED
IN MANLY MUSCLE—BY
THE FAMOUS

‘BODY -BULK’
COURSE OF HOME TRAINING

Sponsored by Britain’s foremost P.C.
experts, “BODY-!ULK” training has
already raised th of

ASYSTED
Z# 10

FPASSAGES

NO APPARATUS REQUIRED

Lessons can be carried out in the

smallest space. Course lasts 3 to
6 months according to the increases
desired. Takes only 10 minutes
daily.

Write to: CHIEF CONSULTANT, Dept. M.15

tity-types to SUPERB DEVELOPMENT!
Whether you are thin, weak and puny

.« or an ordinary average man . ..oran
athlete who wants to move up into a

AUSTRALIA, land of golden opportunity,
is urgently seeking ambitious men,
Thousands of well-paid jobs are wait-
ing to be filled. The 40-hour week is

higher body - weight
"!ODY-BULK"
succeed WITH YOU !

FREE OFFE.

hips, thigh and ankle).

personal

“BODY-BULK."”

possibilities—telling you
exact weight and measurements which
you can reach by scientific training, to-
gether with illustrated brochure entitled

division — the
course is certain to

BE A MAN WHILE YOU CAN!

TO READERS
OF ‘SOLDIER’

SIMPLY STATE AGE AND MEASURE-
MENTS (height, chest, upper arm, wrist,
In return,

you

will receive a detailed statement of your

the

THIs service i1s FREE!

I COMPLETE COURSE ONLY

|
I Lasts 3 to 6 months—Costs
I not more than 4d. a day.

50~ |

THE INTERNATIONAL FEI]EHAIII]H OF PHYSICAL CULTURE

29 SOUTHAMPTON BUILDINGS
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e CHANCERY LANE o

LONDON WCi1

standard, and every worker gets at least
2 weeks annual holiday.
EMIGRATE FROM U.K. FOR £10

Under the Assisted Passages Scheme,
successful applicants travel to Aus-
tralia for as little as £10. You can
qualify in one of two ways:

1 A friend or relative there can
nominate you, whatever your occu-
pation.

2 Even without a personal nomina-

OPPORTIIHITY

| KNOCKS

tion you may still be eligible for an
Assisted Passage on-an employment
nomination. These nominations are
for single men and women in almost
every occupation, and for married
workers (with or without families) in
certain specified occupations. For
married workers, family occupation is
available without personal nomina-
tion.

FAMILIES WELCOMED

When once you are nominated, both
you and your family may apply for
Assisted Passages. Adults pay £10.
Minors (14-19) pay £5. Children
travel free.

Post coupon now, or send a postcard.

EEE e S e S S O
To: Chief Migration Officer, Dept. 8a.

Australia House, London.

Please send me details of how I can
emigrate to Australia for £10, and the I

explanatory leaflet
“AUSTRALIA INVITES YOU" I

Nome seatesammae e,

I - L s g




Some track riders use sticking
plaster to brush- grit off their tyres.

Jack Lauterwasser, first Englishman to ride ot over 20
miles an hour for 12 hours, in 1928, and his 19-year-
old son, Private Alon Louwterwasser, RASC, who has
failed to beat father's record—but only by a mile.

Follow my leader in the five-mile race. All riders must wear crash helmets.

Army Track Championships at
Herne Hill two records were
broken, as crack riders tore
round at speeds sometimes
approaching 40 miles an hour.

Private A. W. Jackson, of the
Depot and Training Establish-
ment, Royal Army Medical
Corps, who is national cyclo-
cross (a cross-country event)
champion, clipped 2.2 seconds
off the three-year-old 4000 metres
individual pursuit record with a
fine ride of five mins 27.4 secs—
an average speed of 27 miles an
hour. The Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers “A” team
set up a new record of five mins.
17.4 secs to win the 4000 metres
inter-corps team pursuit, beating
the previous best time, also held
by REME, by 1.7 seconds.

It was a good day, too, for
Craftsman Brian Sandy, of No.

1 Training Battalion, REME,
,national five-miles grass track
champion in 1953 and 1954. He
retained the two Army titles he
won last year as 1000 metres
individual sprint champion and
as 1000 metres individual time
trial champion. In the sprint
event he covered the last 220
vards in 13.5 secs —about 35
miles an hour. His one min.
16.6 secs. for the 1000 metres
time trial was only .8 of a second
slower than the record he set up
last year.

The most gruelling race, the
five miles massed start, was won
by Craftsman B. Skelton, of 39
Base Workshops, REME; the
inter-command 4000 metres team
pursuit was won by Southern
Command in five mins. 23.5
seconds, with Eastern Command
second.

Maj.-Gen. F. R. G. Matthews, chairman of the Army
Cycling Union (left), chats with Capt. H. Keates,
secretary (centre) and Copt. G. Saunders, who recently
attempted the Land’s End to John o' Groats record.

\

Private A. W. Jackson earns a
sponging after winning the
1000-metres individual pursuit
championship in record time.

Craftsman Brian Skelton
flat out in the five-mile race
which he won at an average
of over 25 miles an hour.




Playing safe?

It’s much easier to open a banking account. Go to any branch
of the Midland Bank and tell anyone at the counter that you
want to open a Current Account, or a Deposit Account, or
both. A Current Account enables you to pay bills quickly and
economically by cheque. A Deposit Account means that you
can leave your savings with the Midland which will pay you
interest on them. You will find more details of how to open an
account and the advantages of Midland Bank services for you in
two booklets with those titles. Copies of both will gladly be

given to you at any branch.

MIDLAND BANK LIMITED

OVER 2,100 BRANCHES READY TO SERVE YOU

do for me if | save £I

If you live—among other things the CROWN
| £ plans will

% Make money available to you or provide
an income for your own later years—when
you will need it most. Free of tax,

ise would require years
of constant savings to accumulate.

gn?mte an immediate estatée for your
ity -which

+ Build up an emergency cash reserve fund..

Create in later years, collateral security so
pful when seeking loans for house pur-
chase and other purposes.

What will “Crown Life”

per month?

If you do not live CROWN LIFE will

v Pay the rent on your house or clear off
a mortgage.

+ Provide your family with a guaranteed
monthly income for a definite number of
years. Free of tax.

v Provide the money to give the youngsters
a start in their chosen careers. Free of tax.

% Do what you would have done had you
lived.

SAVINGS are essential today—start NOW on a plan which will provide immediate SECURITY
for your dependants and at the same time provide a safe and secure investment for your own
future, Income Tax rebates can represent a saving of as much as 18 %, of your premiums.

WAR and AVIATION COVER normally available

ON ALL PLANS—you want this—take it now

All inquiries will be dealt with personally by Major A. E. Arnold (retd.) who, for some years,
has been giving the benefit of his advice and experience to members of the Forces on all forms
of insurance, and will be very pleased to assist you to find the right plan,

Really it is surprising what can be done—even with £1 per month. In any event find out what you
—at your present age—could obtain. Send the coupon below, and KNOW what you could get—

if you decided to.

To THE CROWN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
(Incorporated in Canada with Limited Liability)
Dept. J.A., 14, Waterloo Place, London, S.W.1.
Telephone: TRAfalgar 1911 )
Without obligation let me have details please. Assume I save each month £1, £2, £4, £6.
(Cross out the inapplicable)

S01.9/55.
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LETTERS

COSTLY PARCEL

Recently I wished to send my son,

who is serving with the RASC in
Malaya, a birthday parcel of gifts, but
was informed that there is no Services’
airmail to that area, The parcel, weigh-
ing five pounds, had therefore to be
sent at the civilian rate, which cost me
£4 7s. 6d. Surely this is_wrong?
Wherever an established unit of the
British Army is stationed there should
be Services’ air-mail rates, — “Dis-
gusted Mother” (name and address
supplied).
% The concessionary air-mail rates of
postage to the Forces apply only to
letters, small packets and printed
papers.

Forces postage concessions cost the
Services over £1,750,000 per year. The
question of concessionary rates for air
parcels has been considered many
times, but the cost is regarded as pro-
hibitive. This reader could have sent
her son postal orders to enable him
to make purchases from NAAFI or
other local sources. Although this

method lacks the personal touch, it

would have avoided the high cost of
air-mail postage. Parcels can be sent
by cheap surface routes but should be
posted well in advance of the required
delivery date.

CADET COMMISSION

I am very interested in taking up
work with the Army Cadet Force
when I leave the Regular Army. I am
serving a 22-year engagement, but
intend exercising my option. 1 have
served in both the Combined Cadet
Force and the Army Cadet Force,
obtaining my Certificate “A,” parts
one and two, attaining the rank of
warrant officer class two. I hold the
General Certificate of Education in
five subjects at “O" level.

'hat are the possibilities of a com-

mission in the Army Cadet Force? Is
it possible to serve with the Com-
bined Cadet Force if one is not a
schoolmaster?—*“Gunner”’ (name and
address supplied).
*If he is recommended by his local
unit commander and Territorial and
Auxiliary Forces Association, and if
his record is good, this Gunner could
obtain a commission in the Army
Cadet Force. A man with no previous
commissioned service »is usually ex-
pected to serve for a period as an adult
warrant officer or under-officer, but
these conditions would not be insisted
upon in this instance.

It is most unusual for anyone wlho
is not a schoolmaster to be given a
Combined Cadet Force commission.

@®SOLDIER welcomes letters. There
is not space, however, to print
every letter of interest received;
all correspondents must, therefore,
give their full names and addresses
to ensure a reply. Answers cannot
be sent to collective addresses.
Anonymous or insufficiently ad-
dressed letters are not published.
@® Please do not ask for informa-
tion which you can get in your
orderly room or from your own
officer.
® SOLDIER cannot admit corres-
pondence on matters involving dis-
cipline or promotion in a unit.

It could only be done if the person
was recommended by a headmaster
for some special reason and approved
by the Joint Cadet Executive.

FINDING HOUSES

Why, in ‘Malaya, must a soldier in
civilian accommodation pay his own
fares? .

In Britain a soldier can find a house

and pay normal quartering charges
once the Army has taken it over. Wghy
does this rule not apply equally in
Malaya?—*“Just Interested” (name
and address supplied).
%A soldier in Malaya is entitled to a
refund of travelling expenses, less
2s. 6d. per week, for a distance of up
to 20 miles from his home to his place
of duty.

Houses and flats in overseas com-
mands are hired by the War Depart-
ment for use as married egmrrers, on
the same principle as in Britain, but
often the market is more Ilimited.
Although a soldier may find a property
acceptable to the War Depariment, it
would be unfair to allow him to
occupy it if there are others on the
wailing list with more points. lf the
person who discovers a property is
himself first on the waiting list, he may
occupy it, provided the military
authorities are satisfied that it will be
suitable not only for him but for his
successors—at the vight price, The
Army Council’s policy is to unite as
many families as quickly as possible.

BY MIRRORS

Mention of the infra-ray sniper-
scope (Letters, July) was of great
interest. Old soldiers may remember
the primitive sniperscope of 1915,
used by the British. It consisted of a
wooden framework bolted to a rifle,
with a magnifying view-finder and
reflectors at the iutt-end, synchro-
nised with the back and
fore sights and the tar-
get. These cast a clear

Sniperscope of 1915, See letter ’By Mirrors.”

picture on alternating
mirrors at the lower end
of the framework. Thus.
with rifle on parapet, the
sniper was able to sit
sheltered and unseen in
a trench directing his
shots at targets seen in
the mirror. The rifle
position was flexible and
the trigger and bolt
mechanisms were opera-
ted by a simple device.—
A. E. Douglas, Stone
House, near Dartford.



HIS OVERDRAFT

When I returned from Malaya I intended to take my
discharge after 22 years’ service and proceeded to buy a
house through a building society. Out of my savings I
was able to put down the necessary deposit, but when it
came to furnishing and renovation I found myself short
of cash. I was able to get an overdraft of £300 from my
bank, the amount to be paid back out of my terminal
grant. Now I have changed my mind about discharge
and have decided to implement my three years’ supple-
mental service. The question of clearing my overdraft
has caused me much concern. Can I get my terminal
grant as originally planned? After all, it appears that I

ave to be discharged, then attested and re-enlisted the
same day, so there would.appear to be a case for draw-
ing the terminal grant.—“Warrant Officer”’ (name and
address supplied).

wThe terminal grant forms a part of the pensionable

award due on termination of service and no portion may
be paid before that date.

MECHANISATION

I was very interested in the correspondence on the first
mechanised unit. When I was serving with the Royal
Field Artillery in Newport, Monmouthshire, in 1906,
the railway authorities refused to take our 18- ounder
gun ammunition, claiming that the jolting of the train
would cause an explosion. So the Army Service Corps
brought a tractor from Aldershot. This must be one of
the earliest instances of mechanisation in Britain,

Incidentally, the 18-pounder was a good gun. I can
remember a six-gun battery in the 1914-18 war firing off
5000 rounds in a day and another occasion, in October,
1914, when we had only 11 rounds per ﬂn per day.—
J. J. Dennis (ex-Gunner; 135th Battery, RFA, 4th Divi-
sion), 701 Christchurch Road, Boscombe, Hants.

GOOD VALUE

I wish to €xpress my appreciation of the quality of
civilian clothing issued to discharged Regulars. Having
recently passed through Woking, I was impressed not
only with the efficiency of the staff but with the clothin
grovidcd. It is worth at least twice the cash grant.—l\%f

mith (ex-WO II, RAMC), 52 Lawnmount Crescent,
Hilden, Northern Ireland.

HAIR-CUTS

I have had an argument with my pals on the subject

of haircuts. I say that a soldier can grow his hair long
durinf the last three months of Regular service. My
orderly room is not very helpful in matters of this sort.
Can SOLDIER give a ruling?—*“Stylist” (mame and
address supplied).
% Queen’s Regulations simply state: “The hair of the
head will be kept short.”” That means all the time. The
notion of soldiers leaving the service with a three-
months’ growth is a frightening one.

NO COMMISSION

In four months’ time I am due to complete the Colour-
service portion of my three and four years’ engagement.
Is it possible for me to join the Reserve as an otﬁcer?—

‘Ordnance Corporal” (name and address supplied).
W During his reserve service this NCO cannot enlist in
the Army Emergency Reserve or the Territorial Army.
To obtain a commission in either of these he would have
to enlist, on completion of his reserve service, and be
recommended in the normal way.

—WHO WAS HE?—

HE « - . was a rifleman;

- . . served in probably more countries
than any other soldier of his day—Spain, Portugal,
France, Belgium, Bermuda, Jamaica, Havana,
Nova Scotia, India, South Africa, North America,
South America;

- « . fought under Sir John Moore at Corunna and
under Wellington at Waterloo;

. + . married a beautiful girl of 14 who fled to his
protection during the sack of a Spanish city, and
was accompanied by her through many arduous
campaigns;

+ + « persuaded an old soldier to sit under his table
smoking strong tobacco so that he could tackle his
papers unvexed by sandflies;

. .. held the King's peace among dissident
weavers in Glasgow ;

- taught Kaffirs to dig the soil, to cover their
nakedness, to bury their dead; humbled rain-
makers and witch-doctors;

. was reading a prayer at a church service
when a dog wandered in and he broke off to shout
“Take that domned dog away!"

. - . rode the 700 miles from Cape Town to
Grahams Town in six days over roadless country;
+ + » drove a great Sikh army into the River Sutlej,
capturing all its guns and baggage, and was created
Baronet of Aliwal ;
. . . attended the Duke of Wellington's last
Waterloo banquet at Apsley House in 1852,
For answer see next page

Fingers are green for it

PATENCE REWARDED! Here’s a really
giant-size marrow. And what more
rewarding than to show it to friends
at The Local, over a man-size pint?
After a hard day’s work, or an
hour or two’s hard gardening, there’s
nothing refreshes you better than a
glass of good wholesome beer.
Cheering, invigorating beer. It does
you good just to look at it. Here’s to
beer—the bestlongdrink in the world !

Revive on it, thrive on it,
Feel more alive on it -

Another verse of the song-hit
¢ Good Wholesome Beer’

Fingers are green for it
Gardeners are keen for it
Cry * Cheers, old bean ™ for it

Good wholesome beer

Prize fruit's displayed for it
Prize money’s paid for it
Bee-lines are made for it

Good wholesome bheer

What’s Yours ? Are -
you a mild and bitter s
man, or do you like a L
‘mother-in-law’—
bitter and stout?
Everyone, has his fa-
vourite. Still, try a
different beer tonight
— you may be missing
something.

Good wholesome beer !

ISSUED BY THE BREWERS’ SOCIETY + 42 PORTMAN SQUARE * LONDON W.l.
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MORE LETTERS

40 YEARS

I read the reference to the “oldest
serving member” of the Royal Berk-
shire Regiment (SOLDIER, July) and
I cannot allow Major Harry Kitney to
‘“‘get away” with this one. He was a
recruit in my battalion when I, by
contemporary standards, was already
an ‘‘old soldier.” I joined the 2nd
Battalion as a Regular soldier in
September, 1915, and was transferred
to the Buffs, on appointment as their
Bandmaster, in February, 1929, I went
to the Royai Artillery as their Director
of Music in November, 1947, There-
fore I complete 40 years unbroken ser-
vice in September this year and, with
the Royal Berkshires as my parent
unit, remain unchallenged as their
oldest serving member. General Sir
Miles Dempsey was one of my earliest
company commanders.—Major W, B.
Salmon, RA, Director of Music, RA
(Portsmouth) Band,

LADY OF GARIAN

The Lady of Garian (the giant mural
of a nude woman mentioned in SOL-
DIER’s Middle East Report in June)
was not drawn, as you state, by thé
American soldier Gifford Saber while
a prisoner-of-war. He was, in fact,
with an American Field Force unit
which wished to give a concert for the
British troops with whom it had been
working. The artist was put into a hut
with a white-washed backstage and
told to decorate it. He demurred on
the grounds that there was insufficient
time so he was locked in. The job
was finished in time and the concert
was a great success.

I took the original photographs of
“The Lady” in the early part of
February 1943 —BM/SABR (name
and address supplied).

. GRAND ENTRANCE

The article “Send For REME"
(July), particularly the part about the
Navy sending for a recovery unit,
brought to mind an incident at Malta
in 1952, “C” Squadron, Royal Scots
Greys, were taking part in amphibious
operations. One of the tank landing
craft had slipped slightly off the sand-
bank on which it had beached, with
the result that when one Centurion
tried to go aboard it disappeared into
15 feet of water. With the exception
of the gunner, who was left stranded

on top of the turret up to his waist in -

water, the crew baled out.

After several hours of attempts by
recovery crews to beach the tank, it
was decided to send for the Navy, and
a lifting vessel came from Grand Har-
bour. After raising the Centurion off
the sea bed and sticking a blue and
yellow recovery pennant in the turret,
it towed the tank round the island and
deposited it on the coaling wharf. It
was claimed at the time that this was
the only occasion one of Her Majesty's
land ships had sniled “dressed over-
all” into Grand Harbour, The pennant
is still in the Squadron’s possession—
R. B. Jagger (ex-sergeant, Royal Scots
Greys), 30 Avenue , Potternewton,
Leeds 8.

HE was General Sir Harry
Smith, whose wife gave her name
to the South African town of
Ladysmith, (See page 37).

IRIRIIVIES

coming your way

The following films will be shown
shortly at Army Kinema Corporation
cinemas overseas:

THREE FOR THE SHOW: Berty
Grable is the star of this musical. It
contains an Oriental number in which
Betty dreams she is Queen of a male
harem.

NEW YORK CONFIDENTIAL:
After preliminary practice on lesser
targets, professional gunman Richard
Conte ends up by killing the boss of
the organisation, Broderick Crawford.
New syndicate leader prompily goes
after chief marksman Conte. In tough
gangster tradition.

STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND:

James Stewart, United States Air
Force reservist turned baseball pro-
fessional, returns to duty, flies latest
in stratojet bombers, B-47. Injur,
grounds him, he goes back to baseball
(as a manager), wife and baby
daughfter. Superb display of American
air power.
. RUN FOR COVER: In his first
Western for nearly 20 years, James
Cagney shows he has lost none of his
old vitality. Wrongly imprisoned, he
ends up as sheriff, and shoots his
assistant after nearly drowning in
escape from Indians. With the Swedish
actress, Viveca Lindfors.

THE SEVEN LITTLE FOYS: New
departure for Bob Hope. No Crosby
or Lamour, just seven juveniles whom
Bob, as a song-and-dance man of the
early 1900s, not only fathers success-
fully, but introduces into his act.

HOW TO GET
SOLDIER

SERVING soldiers may obtain SOLDIER

from their units, canteens or AKC
cinemas. Presidents of Regimental
Institutes should ask their Chief Edu-
cation Officer for re-sale terms. Civil-
ians may buy or order SOLDIER at any
bookstall in Britain.

Those unable to obtain the magazine
through these channels may subscribe
direct to Circulation Department,
SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road, London
N.7. The rate is 10s. éd. a year post-
free. Cheques or postal orders should
be made payable to “Command
Cashier" and crossed “‘ajc SOLDIER.”

FERODO LIMITED
CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH, via STOCKPORT,

have a limited number of vacancies for single young men
to be employed on semi-skilled machine operating and
general factory work.

Suitable applicants are offered excellent working condi-
tions and canteen facilities, and there is a non-contributory
pension scheme.

Written applications should be submitted to the Personnel
Manager, quoting reference number A.27.

If you lack the qualifications which
would getr vou a better job; more pay
and quicker progress; if you wish to
know how The Bennett Coliege can
guarantee to teach vou up to qualifi-
cation stage by one of the easiest,
quickest and soundest methods of mind
training; if vou wish to learn
how Personal Postal Tuition
can prove that you are cleverer
than perhaps vou think you are
— it _you like the idea of
studying in your own time,
at vour own pace, with your
own tutor guiding you, helping
vou. teaching vou by post—
send at once for this recent-

WHAT'S YOUR LINE ?

cllllillilltg
arpentry
Commercial Art
Diesel Engines
Draughtsmanship

Accountancy Exams.
Auctioneer’s Exams.
Book-keeping

Civil 8ervice

Costin,

Electrical Eng. Englis! ly published important

Mechanical Eng. General Education book—‘Train your mind to

Motor Engineering Journalism SUCCESS’. It is quite free.
uantity Surveying Languages Just fill in the coupon below
adio Eng. Mathematics and name the subject you are

g::::;:ﬁl Eiakis ::::::“:“' 'i‘t’ interested in (some of the many

;0:ugmmuninti£nn 2{"}1’.." .I Epulm. E:—T;sﬁ'sh:::;l:m; l;';cml:':;:
slevision orthan: : :

Textiles Short Story Writing tous TODAY. You will never,

Wireless Telegraphy  and many others

GENERAL CERT. OF EDUCATION

never re%get it. But do it today.
Aa NOW !

COULD BE THE TURNING-
POINT IN YOUR LIFE.

THIS COUPON

- (DEPT. I.148.F. ) SHEFFIELD
u Please send me, without obligation, a free copy of

8 “Trainyour mindto SUCCESS" andthe College ()
: Prospectus on: b

' S.L. T COULD BE YOUR PERSONAL
§oiaME PASSPORT TO SUCCESS.

§ ADDRESS

" AGE (if under 21)_____

1 1575 Please write in Bloek Letiers

CITY OF
LONDON POLICE

Over £9 a week
for you at 20!

RE YOU REALLY HAPPY about the job that’s
waiting for you when you are demobbed ?™

Or do you want something better than just push-

ing a pen in an office or doing the same old

job, day after day, at the same factory bench ?

*

—

If you want an interesting, well paid career,
full of adventure and with a generous pension
to look forward to when you retire, then there
may well be a place for you in the City of London
Police — the world’'s premier police force.

The pay is extremely good (starting at £445 a
year with excellent chances of promotion to the
higher ranks). There is a rent allowance of up
to 35/- a week (or else free accommodation is
provided) and a London allowance of £20 a year.

*

If you are 5ft. 11in. or over, British born, be-
tween 19 and 30 years old and looking for a fine
civilian career, write for full particulars to

*

The Commissioner of Police for the City of London,
Candidates Office, 26, Old Jewry, London, E.C.2.

SOLDIER, the British Army Magazine, is published for the War Office by HM Stationery Office, and printed by SUN PriINTERS LTD., London and Watford. Trade distribution

nquiries: Box 569

, London, SE 1. Army inquiries: Circulation Dept., SOLDIER, 433 Holloway Road, London N 7. (ARChway 4381). Editorial inquiries: Editor, SOLDIER,

433 Holloway Road, London N 7. Crown Copyright is reserved. Requests to reproduce should be addressed to Controller, HM Stationery Office, Atlantic House, Holborn
Viaduct, London, EC 1. Advertisement inquiries: Messrs. Cowlishaw and Lawrence (Advertising) Ltd., 14-16 Ludgate Hill, London EC 4 (CITy 3718).



there - : :
&)irhmz.iair/ radio & record enthusiasts

THIS IS
THE RADIOGRAM
FOR YOU 4.

ARGE might well turn on the sarcasm. It’s probably driving you up the
S wall, too! Short of cropping your head all over, there seems to be no
answer to that scruffy unmanageable hair of yours.

But there is, you know! The chances are you’re suffering from Dry
Scalp. Now, Dry Scalp and oil-starved roots won’t let your hair be neat
and naturally well-groomed.

Just a few drops of ‘Vaseline’ Brand Hair
Tonic massaged gently into the scalp for
20 seconds daily checks Dry Scalp, supple-
ments the natural scalp oils, and keeps your
hair looking really neat and handsome all day.

If you want to be Sarge’s pride and joy —
and cut a dash with the girls on Saturday
night —nip down to the NAAFI now and
buy a bottle of ‘Vaseline’ Hair Tonic.
You'll soon see the differcnce.

Vaseline' uair Tonicy

THE DRESSING THAT CHECKS DRY SCALP §

% Vaseline' is the registered trade mark of the Chezebrough Mfg. Co. Ltd. 6170

A MAGNIFICENT GIFT FROM A SOLDIER
The Historic Knife of the Gurkhas

The new, compact and reliable EKCO Auto-radiogram
TRGz238, with its excellent performance, is the ideal table

gk 22 g

Genuine Hqudicrnft-Kl;lKRI“wi:h lion’s head top, two miniature kmves. i

and slcubburd.thl'olodan handle, £1 4s.; horn :\undla.él ;-4:.; white metal mOdCI for anyonec servmg abroad.

handle (chased all over and inlaid with colours), s. Leather Frog <y o . H H L4
ot ) This five-valve superhet radiogram plays up to eight 77,

g 10” or 12" records at three speeds. Five-position tone
control, to suit both radio and record playing; precision-
built amplifier, and high-quality 6" speaker ensure out-
standing reception.

"""“ni'-",. . . . 3
AL e W Fully tropicalised, housed in a well-constructed walnut
SWORD STICK, *with white and black horn work, steel blade inside . & i il
(length 36 ins.), £1 14s. SWORD BATON, as of above description (21 ins.) veneer cabinet with gold-coloured inlays—this is just the
11s, o "

radiogram for the radio and record enthusiast! Go and see
the TRGz38 for yourself—it is quite superb in appearance
and performance.

| EKcﬂ Radio

Packing and postage per article 8s. Orders
supplied per C,O.D. post. Price is payable
with all orders received through A.P.O.s
and F.M.O.s.

You pay no Import Duty in the United
Kingdom if you buy for delivery in the U.K,

For other Souvenirs and Artware Gifts—
Carving Set with carved wooden sheath,
Ivory Carvings, Chess Sets, Marble and
Brass Artwares—please ask for free cata-
logue.

Every Souvenir is guaranteed to your liking
} or money refunded,

. Tobrmsen : Model TR G 238 is for use overseas. In BAOR you can
. IVOERY éEWIE{.LER\] buy it through your N AAFI. Elsewbhere itis distri-
DUUN SIEEI. Ks s s kgt buted only through Ekeco agents. At ‘home’ a similar
In ‘plush case £3 10s. model can be obtained from any registered Ekco Dealer.

DEHRADUN. INDIA Each article can be had @
# singly also. E. K. COLE LTD. (EXPORT RADIO DEPT.), 5 YIGO ST., LONDON, W.I
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