


















ters an? being bui local au- 
thorities in nearby fcs) there 
is little regimentation' of build- 
ings. For all that, everything is 
in its most convenient place. The 
Army, the Royal Air Force and 
the Germans each have their own 
 rea of the camp. 
The bulk of the married quar- 

.em are on the east side of the 
camp and merge into the area in 
which are situated two primary 
schools, the shops and the clubs 
where wives m8y take their 
morning wffee. 

It is a Rne, green town, well 
endawed,with open spaces which 
are g r o w  even gresner, thanks 
to thc t O M  of grass sced which 
have bsen plantul.'The ultimate 
establishment of grass-futting 
machines wdl be large. It is a 
matter for pride to the residents 
that the growing lawns are not 
acapd with short cuts. In the 
garrison commander's office they 
nay "grass discipline'' is nearly 
one hundred per cent. Here and 
there are clump of trees in which 
rut eqnirrek, now rare in Eng- 
land, can sometimes be awn. 

Some of the trees are full- 
own pines; others are young r eaf-trees. They were there before 

&e headquarters. When the firat 
bull-dozers appeared, the site was 
a patchwork of pines and of hard- 
wood nurseries. ' That was one 
mason why it was chosen for the 
new headquarters, arable land 
would have been too valuable. 
The builders saved some of the 

leaf-mould from &e forest and 
later bull-dozed it back, along 
with humus and fertiliser, as a 
ferae basis for the garrison's 
gardens and lawns. 

The composition of the soil 
led to the following grim warning 
in Moenzhcn Gladbach Life, a 
mimeographed news-sheet pub- 
lished weekly by the educatlon 
centre: "Many areas in the Camp 
have a surface with a peat-& 
consistency which will catch fire 
extremely easily and hum wie- 
out'smoke for a long period, m 
some cases travelling under- 
ground. A cigarette thrown away 
carelessly may cause an extensive 
amount of damage." 

The trees, the grass, the arcbi- 
tecture (which the designers say 
is in the traditional English con- 
servative style) prompted visit- 
ing members of the West German 
Parliament to say that they would 
have recognised the place as Eng- 
lish if they had driven through it 
casually and that it was a "typic- 
ally hglish town." 
Most of the name-plates on 

the corners have their duplicates 
in Britam. The "walks" arfd 
"drives" on which moat of the 
living accommodation is sited arc 
named after towns m England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. The "roads" are called 
after Service leaders of the coun- 
tries repraented in the headquar- 
ters and include Wolseley Road, 

- 
Clerks of fwe nations at Northern 
hitoin, Conada, Belgium ond Holland belon! 
the A m a i w n r  are on the rteff of the Unil 

St. Trencbitd viaaat Road, RDPd 

MARLBOROUGH CAMPED HER1 Some call it '7L. Kmmlin,'' tk. Qr- 
mans, '%+Si Mm -in bmuo+r 
hor w a n d  lev~?Below: the garrison 
pool is built to Otympic standards. mn(hur*l 

oking is pumped from 40 mites 
'ay in the Ruhr, throbgh a 

gas grid of a kind unknown in 
E r b i n .  

The focal point of the new 
head uartcrs &the main build- 
irU w L h ,  viewed from an ago- 
plane, (U on a plan, looks late a 
cawkakd but symmetrical 
doodlebasedonaaiesoflinLsd 
"H's". From inside, the ptupose 
of the design noon beEomes clear: 

rry one of the 7.000 rooms can 
mst a window and, once the ki- 

.ing plan of the blocks has ~b 
vealed itself (the whok alphabet 
is usat) it is not too dEcult to 

done's wa aboyt. 
h e  of de British residents 
the Headquarters caU the main 

building the Krcmlin. The Ga- 
mans, With more architecmal 
aptnew, caU it Sing-Sing and this 
nickname takes on more point 
after working hours, when guard- 
doss slink along h i d e  their Gtr- 
man handlcra inside the tall rail- 
ings which swound the 
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workcm ( G e m  married quar- 

Hedauartm kwn hor h w  &h 
drndy. Noh Mm biq pmonmic 
windan in this primary r b l .  

of - 
he ates integrated liaison officer. staff; 
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T ii 'P 14" LEGION WAS HERE 
ARLBOROUGH'S redcoats are not the only soldiers to how camped M ot Julius Mwnchen h r  Gladbach. passed that way, 6nd work en the site has revealed 

that a R m n  camp stood there. Probably it was vssd as a centre far 
policing the rwd troth the Rhine to 
the +-the site is roughly the suwr, ond it wns dug up agein 
same dtstanco hom both rims. during building operation. 

laelser stdnd, nere which came to light during the 
are indications of a noman md building of the new head uarters 

were sant to the bndes-Juurum, ond fortification. 
Bona, which cleaned them up, swlu- 

ground has Vie1& a bowl ated them and then tent them to 
in which a b i o n W  Once cdlected the headquarters education centre. 
his rotions. It bcarr tbe itamp of the H~~ they dirp~oyed in gloss 
14th h i o n .  The Romans all0 kft cam, each with hro l&s. key 
a drinking m e  inrsribed "Viwt," of lock is kept at florm, ,he 
a Latin eqnivalent of "Skin off your &er Wwld in the Wmr Tea ako left ih relics 
nose." 

A local church has a mord of in the Rheindohh Wald. Unex- 
the foa that a party of G m d s  ploded ammunition was amng the 
camped in the hes t  one night in buildm' hazards, includiag a thou- 
February 1814. They were part of sand-pomd bomb which xm picked 
an army pursuing Napdem's up and dropped thm times by an 
hmps. One of them left his mb!o e a ~ m l a - g r a b ~ f o r e  the DperatDr 
in the hole in which he cooked I wlised what it '10s. 

. lwnon lie buried whe n e  relics. Some prehntoric, 
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b LOOK WHAT THE 

With balloons and kites, the Royal 

! ," 

r Engineers paved the way for jet fighters 
and Iuxurv air-liners fif ty years ago. - 
Left: A military balloon 
totes the air ot  Farnborough, 
1906. Such bollooni hod 
seen active service 81 South 
Africa. &low: A pioneet 
take. off in D C d y  man- 
lifting kite, 1904. Cod" him- 
self is the bcorded horseman. 

' 1  WEATMG and s l iE  in the high collars and 
long puttees of SO years ago, a section of 
Royal Engineers laboured to bring a string S of man-lifting kites into action. 

It was a modest part of the exhibition which 
celebrated the golden jubilee of the Royal Air- 
craft Establishment at Farnborough, but a sig- 
nificant one. Looking up from their kites at the 
sleek jet aircraft and the ungainly Flying Bed- 
stead, those Sappers, speaking regimentally, 
might have said, "We started all this." 

It was the Royal Engineers who began mili- 
tary experiments with balloons in 1878. In 1905 
they moved their balloon factory to Farn- 
borough Common. This became His Majesty's 
Balloon Factory, then the Army Aircraft Fac- 
tory, the Royal Aircraft Factory and, finally, 
when the initials were needed for the Royal Air 
Force, the Royal Aircraft Establishment. 

From the same root, too, sprang the pre- 
decessors of the Royal Air Force and the Fleet 
Air Arm. No corps has fathered any project 
more far-reaching in the history of warfare. 

They were vigorous pioneers in Farn- 
borough3 early days, and none more so than 
Colonel 1. L. B. Templer, who commanded the 
Balloon Factory. Such was his enthusiasm for 
mechanical transport that he was in the habit 
of taking his wife shopping in Aldershot in a 
caravan hitched to a ten-ton traction engine. 

Colonel Templer began a project which was 
finished by his successor, Colonel J. E. Capper 
(who, as Major-General Sir John Capper, died 
this year, aged 93): the building of the first 
British Army airship, the Nulli Secundus. She 
took the air at Farnborough in 1907 and made an 
historic trip to London, but after circling St. 
Paul's could not make progress against head- 
winds and descended at the Crystal Palace. The 
Nulli Secundus was followed by a series of Army 
airships which pointed the way to the war-time 
uses of aviation. These craft were also used in 
the development of airborne wireless com- 
munications. 

Other pioneers were experimenting with man- 
lifting kites. I n  1904 a picturesque character, 
Samuel Franklin Cody, was attached to the 
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It - I . " A d  I @oi this owe for having the orksn:' 
"They were here,only o A.'' 
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"Still there, F I d "  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
"Well, WMS the excuse this t ime7 
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