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“Mayoral” vlsit: Lt Charles Macdonaid, Life Guards, with Bosnian pig farmer Goran Drasco 

S ty% the limit as  
Life Guards brinn L m 
PEOPLE in a Bosnian village are so grateful for the help given them 
by a troop of Life Guards that they have named their pigs after British 
regiments and invited the troop leader to become their mayor. 

Lt Charles Macdonald, Life 
Guards, reluctantly declined 
the honour bestowed on him 
by the villagers of Orahova, a 
small town on the Bosnian- 
Croatian border. 

He and his soldiers have 
returned to Windsor after six 
months in former Yugoslavia, 
but he plans to make a brief 
visit in the summer. 

When they started their tour 
last August, Lt Macdonald and 
1 Troop, B Squadron, The Life 
Guards found a leaderless and 
confused mixture of refugees 
in Orahova. 
Six months later they left 

behind a community fast 
establishing small business and 
farming co-operatives. 

Their legacy includes a pig 
farm, the occupants of which 
have been named in honour of 

British regiments. So pleased 
was farmer Goran Drasko with 
the help he received from the 
soldiers that he called his prize 
SOW “Life Guard”. 

And when Maj Gen Evelyn 
Webb-Carter, Commander 
MND(SW), visited the project 
he was delighted to learn that 
one piglet had been named 
“Grenadier Guard” after his 
old regiment. 

Orahova was subjected to 
sustained artillery bombard- 
ments during the civil war, and 
when the Life Guards arrived 
there they discovered no one 
had worked for five years. 

“We had to get them to help 
themselves,” said Lt Macdon- 
ald, “and to develop a sense of 
community so that they were 
self-sustaining and not living 
off aid.” 

He identified some of the 
more motivated people in the 
village and those who showed 
potential to become communi- 
ty leaders. A flow of business 
plans and requests for aid were 
put to the Life Guards, who 
passed on about 50 ideas for 
approval and funding. 

He plans to return to see 
how the work is progressing. 

Soldiers of B Squadron will 
be remembered elsewhere in 
Bosnia for their assistance to 
local communities. In Seskovci, 
a wicker factory has opened 
thanks to their support and 
funding from the Overseas 
Development Administration. 

Progress will be monitored 
by A Squadron, based at Banja 
Luka, which has taken over 
from B Squadron for a six- 
month tour. 
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discount. Save money because Natocars pass on all manufacturers' special offers in 
full - and dream up a few of our own! Save money by getting the best price for your 
part exchange. Save money with Natocars' competitive finance plans, offering free 
protection insurance. Save money on car insurance as we shop around for you, give 
an introductory discount and fight the fight when it comes to claiming. Save money 
by talking about your needs using our FREEPHONElines or CALL-SACKfacility. 
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world! Save hassle with Natocars' after sales support whenever you need it. 
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Brig Wllllam Hurrell (left), Cor ....._..__. __ ,-., 
Brlgade, pmants part-the soldler Sgt Gary 
Branlgan wlth the trophy tor Exarclse Polar Chal- 
lenge. Sgt Branlgan 18 wwlng wlth D Company, 

-... ,.-.-,..-., l......l.ll.. I 115 Joyai Angllan RagC 
ment bawd In Cambridge. Polar Challenge Is the 
annual twoday mllltary akJlls competltlon tor Rr- 
ritorlal Army unit6 of 49 Brlgade. 

Report condemns 
racist name-calling 
RACIALLY offensive language, behaviour and attitudes are a "significant feature" 
of life in the British Army, says a review of ethnic minority initiatives within the 
Service. The findines have been accepted by the Ministry of Defence. 

I 

The report, which was com- 
missioned by the MOD follow- 
ing the introduction o f  ethnic 
monitoring in 1993, identifies 
two main challenges facing the 
Army: racial abuse and the 
recruiting of a workforce that 
reflectstheethnicdivemityofthe 
United Kingdom as B whole. 

I t  found that many white 
personnel had a poor under- 
standing of living and working 
amongethnicaUydivempeople, 
and that some were openly 
resistant, if not hostile, to the 
prospect of a sigtlificanty larger 
presence within the Army of 
people from black minority 
communities. 

"Even among oBcers, some 
quite senior, there was an over- 
all sense that while some of the  
high-profile individual cases 
were regrettable, these were 
not taken to be indicative of a 
culture which was in general 

' 

unwelcoming ofblack people." 
Latest figures show that 1.5 

percentofnearly75,300Army 
personnel identified them- 
selves as "Black" or "Asian". 
The most senior recorded 
black officer holds the rank of 
lieutenant colonel. 

The report noted a high level 
of consensus among black aol- 
diers about the incidence of 
racially-based abuse during the 
snessful initial training phase. 

It said black soldiers felt that 
they had to work harder to gain 
acceptance than their white 
counterparts. 

"There was also felt to be 
some variance between differ- 
ent regiments, with the more 
trade or technically-oriented 
regiments felt to be slightly 
easier to sulvive in," it con- 
cluded. 

Some white soldiers had 
acknowledged '"that the gener- 

al culture of name-calling and 
robust banter might be more 
hurtful for black soldiers, 
though others felt that some 
just "got on with it" while others 
made an issue of their colour. 
In accepting that mistakes 

had been made in the past and 
that more needed m be &ne to 
manage ethnic diversity in the 
Armed Forces, the MOD said 
much of what had been recom- 
mended was already policy. 

A spokesman saidname-call- 
ing was totally unacceptable 
and would not be tolerated. 

The new Armed Forces Bill, 
aective from April 1, will 
allow Service personnel to take 
complaints of racial discrimi- 
nation to an industrial tri- 
bunal. Until now, complaints 
o f  t h i s  nature have been dealt 
with hough the Service's 
internal complaints proce- 
dures. 

Pieelection Defence 
topics from Parliament 

Recruiting 
successes 
acclaimed 
NITH the trained manpowe 
stabllshment of the Regula 
4rmy standing at 106,000 
4rmed Forces Minister Nicholar 
joames gave MPs good news 
m recruiiing 

Answering Commons ques 
ions from Mr Norman Hogg ot 
Narch 11, he said 'The Ann) 
las already recruited 864 offi 
ars from a target of 730 for the 
tear and 13,650 soldiers from I 
arget of 15,100 -a  50 per cm 
nmease on the year." 

He went on: 'The Govern 
nent are hugeiy proud of thf 
lrmy. We have throughout hac 

rroperly equipped for Murc 
vas and operations, and i am 
ilad to say that that is now me 
W" 

Mr Soames alsojo1ned Saiis. 
wry MP Rhbert Key in piaudmfoi 
w Adjutant-General's "sup& 
ldvertlsing campaign to help 
ecruiting. "It has won many 
iwards in this country and 
lbroad and we are extremely 
,leased with rt," he said. 

0 0 0  
Because of "deficiencies in 

ontemporary medical record 
eeping" the exact number oi 
nthrax inoculations given to 
lritish soldiers in the Gun War is 
ot known, Mr Soames said in a 
rntten reply on March 17. 
Answering a question by Dr 

Iavid Clark, he said the anthrax 
rogramme, which started in 
anuary 19Q1, consisted of a 
ourse of three vaccinations 
vera period of seven weeks. 

AVERAGE weekly rent In Ser- 
vice married quarter8 In Eng- 
land, Scotland and Wales la 
f56.07 for officers and W5.83 
for Other ranks. ~ents nave 
gone up by between 2.7 and 
8.1 per cent thls year, com- 
pamiwlth1.5parcemlri1993- 
94. - ParISmentary reply. 
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ESSENTIAL 
KIT. G9.99. 
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k No deposit * Use in over 50 countries * Per second billing * Free calls every month for life * Digital quality * Instant credit pass 

For further detalls and mail order CALL TO 

Aldershot (01252) 316222 
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Introducing our 
ready made service for 

officers & SNCOs 
mess kits 

A faster and more economical 
alternative to make to measure and 

you '11 be surprised how well they f i t !  
MADE TO MEASURE SERVICE 

OPERATES AS USUAL 

UNIFORMAL 
YOUR PERSONAL TAILOR 

HEAD OFFICE Van Dungie House, Meynell 
Rothwell, LEEDS LS26ONU. Tel: 01 13 282 6102 

ax: 0113 282 1457;BAOR 05751 15087/0171526 1340 
Xrectors: Kenneth van Dungie (mng): Lilian van Dungie (sec). 

enue, 

YOUR DUTCH 
PARACHUTING WINGS 

IN A FEW DAYS! 

aracentrum Texel organises weekly courses for 
novice parachutists. 

Rer five jumps you qualify for the internationally 
?cognised A-licence and receive the Dutch wings. 

Call your military contact for information and 
prices daily: 

Simon Woerlee 00 31 2223 11464 
Roy Mobsby 01 703 899369 

or write to 
Paracentrum Texel, Postweg 128, 

1795 JS De Cocksdorp, Texel, 
The Netherlands 



Army needs more 
wide open spaces 
THE Ministry of Defence is 
one of the largest land-owners 
in Britain, but Army units 
based in the United Kingdom 
are unable to find sufficient 
training areas. 

According to an MOD report 
on the management of its estates, 
Smking a Balance ’97, the 
problem is serious and needs 
to be addressed urgently. The 
shortage is, say the authors, 
“adversely affecting readiness 
and military capability.” 

Requirements for the wide 
open spaces over which the 
Army can range its vehicles, 
artillery and soldiers increased 

dramatically with the return to 
Britain of 15,000 troops at the 
end of the Cold War. Demand 
for training areas in Britain 
now exceeds supply by 34 per 
cent and is set to increase when 
the Army’s Apache attack heli- 
copters are introduced. 

The MOD would like to have 
a h r h e r  85,000 acres, an area 
similar in sue to Salisbury 
Plain, but stresses it has no 
plans to purchase such large 
tracts of land. 

Small areas adjacent to the 
major training areas may be 
bought, but most of the short- 
fall must be made up through 

computer simulators will also 
play an increasingly important 
training role. More and more 
soldiers will complete at least 
part of their training without 
getting their boots muddy. 

Striking a Balance ’97 also 
revealed the computer technol- 
ogy being used to control the 
noisy impact of Iive-Jiring in 
areas located near civilian 
communities. 

The Gunfire Noise Analysis 
Tool (GNAT) uses software on 
a conventional lap-top com- 
puter to consider weather con- 
ditions, targets, topographical 
features and the m e  of ammu- .. 

greater efficiency, incrcased use nition in use, and predict 
of private land, borrowed RAF whether noire levels will be 
training areas and facilities within acceptable levels. 
overseas. Canada and Kenya The system, which is still 
are noted as particularly useful 
foreign training grounds. use on Onerburn ranges in 

being developed, is already in 

The virtual battlefield of Northumberland. 
. ,  , ,  .\B/ 

Challenger main battle tanks of The King’s Royal Hussars on the move during Exercise Prairie Eagle 

FOLLOWING the success of 
the 7th Armoured Brigade 
exercise in Poland last autumn, 
a battle group based on The 
King’s Royal Hussars deployed 
to the Drawsko-Pomorskie 
training area for high intensity 
combined arms training. 

It was only the second time 
since the end of the Cold War 
that British tanks had crossed 
NATO’s eastern border. 

Deployment of the battle 
group on Exercise Prairie 

. . Y U U U . W  I 

exercise I 
Poland1 

under Bielefeld-based 24 Tpt 
and Mov Regt RLC. 

Main elements comprised B 
and C Squadrons, KRH and 
No 3 Company, Coldstream 

Guards, based in Munster. 
Also involved were 35 Engi- 
neer Regiment from Hameln; 
4 Armd Bde Sig Sqn from 
Osnabruck; and elements of 3 
Battalion REME, Paderborn; 
and 1 GS and 2 CS Regiments 
RLC fiom Gutersloh. 

Support was provided by 3 
Armd Fd Amb (Sennelager); 
40 Regt RA and 32 Engr Regt 
(Hohne); 12 Spt Regt RLC 
(Wulfen); and 115 Pro Coy 
RMP (Munster). 

Rescued 
eagle to 
be freed 
4 GOLDEN eagle rescued from 
:aptivity by a Royal Green Jack- 
?IS patrol in Bosnia is to be 
pleased into the wild in Scot- 
and. The bird had been shot by 
I hunter who planned to stuff it 
)r seii it to a zoo. - Times 

U A British aid worker told 
low the SAS rescued him from 
ebel-held southem Albania and 
lew him to safety in an RAF heli- 
:opter. - Daiiy Express 

U High ieveis of the pesti- 
:ides linked to Guif War syn- 
Irome have been found on 
ippies, peaches and oranges. 
)ne in 1,000 apples in the High 
Street is thought to have more of 
he organophosphate residues 
han scientists believe to be a 
ate daily intake. - Daiiy Mail 

0 Doctors and nurses in the 
JSA treating victims of Gulf War 
iickness believe they have 
:aught the disease from patients 
ind passed it on to members of 
heirfamilies. - SundayExpress 

U A Chinese Army Ngby 
eam in Hong Kong beat The 
Mack Watch 12-7. - Times 

U The Army is reconsidering 
ts ban on homosexuality. A new 
:ode of conduct is being drafted 
vhich may make it possible for 
ioldiers to admit to a homosexu- 
11 orientation provided their con- 
iuct does not impinge directly 
in their unit‘s operational effec- 
iveness. - Guardian 

0 Steven Spielberg was on 
he verge of abandoning plans 
o film a f62.5m war movie in 
3giand afterthe MOD had been 
inabie to find 2,000 troops to 
ippear in a reconstruction of the 
)-Day landings - Dai/y Express 

STRENGTH of frontline infanby 
Is about24,ZW, againslacorre- 
spondlng establishment of 
26,200. Armed Foreas Mlnlster 
Nicholas Soamea sald “The 
infantry Is fuliy able to meet b 
responslbllHies.” - Padhmem 
Mry rnP/Y. 



Worthy Centres of Fellows Tea-ing up 
for big event compassion FELLOWSHIP awards from the 

Institute of Financial Accountants- 
International Association of Book 
Keepers have been made to Capt 
Phillip Spencer, Capt Paul Hartley 
and SSgt Susan Dixon, the first to 
be granted to serving members of 
the Staff and Personnel Suppolt 
Branch of the Adjutant General's 
corps. 

NAAFI h a  chosen Spar as a retall p a h r  to converI ita 200 ahopa 
IntheUnHedKingdomintoa"wortdc~asopsntlontorthenextml~ 
(unlum. 

Worth fwQn omgr m d l h r e y u r ,  thocontmetwaa avarded 
st(a extemhre trlala with Londls and Costcuitar a mU U Spar. 

The new prtnershlp programme stsrts In May, wlth sll UK shop. 
scheduled to be modomleed by April next year. 

"Naafi's understanding of the Armed Form,  coupled Wnh sp.r's 
mall exporNse, provides an unbeatable servlcn to today's Smtm 
~"sddRlchadBurtMI,Nsafl '~ntsildbuctor. 

IF the sergeant major invites yoi 
for a friendly cuppa on June 11 
don't panic- it's in a gwd cause 

He will probably miy be look 
ing for an opportunity to ask yoi 
to take part in 'The Big Brew Up 
being held Army-wide by SSAFt 
Forces Help on that day. 

Manyofthe ideasforthefund 
raising event are still unde 
wraps, but units everywhere art 
being asked to come up w t l  
ideas for what is being dascribec 
as 7-Day". 

SSAFA Forces Help, on 0171 
403-8783, can give more details 

:OLLOWING my recent observa- 
ions on the ideas of a man 
ittempting to help homeless ex- 
;ervice personnel, I've met some 
Tteresting people with a variety of 
mrspectwes on the situation. I've 
ilso been introduced to the work 
if specialist organisations. 

One such is the Ex-Service 
:ellowship Centres, whose 
.ondon headquarters I visited in 
in effort to ieam more aboul their 
vork. I took away their annuai 
epolt and, instead of glancing 
Trough it on the train, as I had 
*ended, spent the journey 
lngrossed in the accounts of their 
indeavours. 
In 1932 a canteen and recfe 

ltion room for destitute ex-Ser- 
icemen was opened in 
lelvedere Road, Lambeth. Grad- 
ially the facilities 
'xpanded and by 
969 the charity 
mecame the EFC. 
oday it runs several 
rojects offering 
ccommodation and 
uppolt in Sussex 
nd London. 
The London Relief 

:entre, also their HQ, 
Iterviews around five 
eople a day claiming 
>be ex-Service, and 
helps if it can. 
Grants and donations to help 

i d  the workcome from individu- 
1s and organisations such as the 
.rmy Benevolent Fund, the RAF 
,enevOient Fund and the Royal 
mritish Legion. A host of people 
ive theirtime. money andenergy 
I help. 
Running such a charity must 

ike guts. There will be times 
'hen the decision to help or io 
rfuse is almost impossible to 
lake. In the annuai report there 
re extracts from the meticulous 
~cords. Hers are a few: 

Ex-Infantryman (reeking of 
3028) desperate to go up to 
cotland to see his sister "whom 
3 has not seen for 14 years". . , 
le very Same sister he had not 
3en for 16 years last year when 
#e coach S a f i  refused io cash 
his EFC travel warrant, 

A chancer ciaiming to have 

been an airborne soldier . . 
where did he do histraining . . , '"ii 
Angola" was the prompt reply. 

Another, claiming to havi 
solved in the Guards. What wa! 
his rank? "1 was just a soldier . , 
never became a general." 

On the positive side there an 
those who can be helped. Herd 
another extract: 

"Among the ex-Servicemen WI 
met during the year was a forme 
officer . . . a victim of alcoholism 
now trying with some success ti 
rebuild his life. His requests werf 
modest and we did our best ti 
help with his needs and to main 
tain tha self-esteem ha has triei 
so hard to re-acquire." 

The London Reiiaf Centn 
deals with problems at the coal 
face. One man, clearly cautiow 

about my interest 
warned that every 
one starts out an ide 
alist and ends up i 
cynic. I agree - bu 
even cynics can dc 
something construc 
tive. 

Homelessness 
like every other iwf 
which affects ex-Ser. 
vice people, is L 
victim of fashion 
The media picks n u i  
and puts it down a 

will. Images are carefully choser 
and discarded Y they don't fit thf 
brief. But the problem is ever-pre 

A medium breaker from the Combat Power Tool Kft In the capable 
hands of Sprs Jo Buchanan and Rebncca Scott, part of a detachment 
from 101 HQ Squadron (M) of the Royal Monmouthshlre Royal Engl- 
neers (Mlliiia) who tackled constructlon projects to develoo the facili- 
ties at the Ovennonnow Family Centre in Monmouth 

One for 
the book 
AIRBORNE Forces are to 
launch their charitable fund- 
raising project for the year on 
May 11 at their old wartlme 
home, Hardwlck Hall in 
Derbyshire. m e  discount 
voucher booklet covers a 
wlde selection of goods, 
ranging from watches to hotel 
eccommodatlon, and there 
wlll be e prize draw. 

MOD committed to 
nursery school 
provision abroad 

groups. ". . . nursery education will 
be free at source for ail four-year- 
olds who attend an accredited 
provider." 

Schools and playgrounds over- 
seas will have to pass an inspec- 
tion to meet Department of 
Education standards, with the 
scheme being phased in over 12 
months starting in September. 

in smaller, isolated detachments. 
the MOD wwld look at a form of 
voucher system. In areas where it 
was impossibleio provide anyfacii- 
iky, Parents would be warned in 
advance of a postina. he said. 

SERViCE families based overseas 
should not be at a disadvantage 
because they could not benefit 
from the United Kingdom-based 
scheme for nursery vouchers 
towards the cost of education of 
children aged four. 

Armed Forces Minister Nichoias 
Soames said in a written answer to 
Parliament that the MOD was com- 
mitted to providing nursery educa- 
tion overseas for parents unable to 
use the voucher scheme to which 
they would be entitled in the UK. 

He said: The MOD will endeav- 
our to provide the same standard 
of nursery education as that on 
offer in the UK, but there will be a 
difference in the way it is run. 

"In the UK, where there will be 
open Competition between play- 
groups and schools, parents will 
potentially have a wide choice of 
placesto us3 avoucher. overseas, 
the Services sponsor both schoois 
and playgroups and the choice will 
inevitably be limited." 

Mr Soames said that rather than 
adopt the voucher system over- 
seas, the MOD intended to provide 
direct funding to schoois and piay- 

Switch for 
SSVC TV 
ON March 1, SSVC became 
British Forces Television (BFBS 
N). The change reflects the 
MOD'S decision to award its five 
year, f60m broadcasting con 
tract to the SSVC media group. 

Swlngs and roundabouts: L m l  resident Saman- mant by Middlesex-baaed Recreatlonal Supply Ser- 
the Fishwlck pictured with Lt Col (Retd) John VicBsLtd. 
Woodclme, e r a  manager for Area 10, moments WRh thematthepark, whlch hassprung doors to 
after they had jointly opened a new play park - pari deter dogs, are Samantha'e son Jacob (on her 
of ongolng improvement work at Church right) and another youthful participant at the event. 
Cmokham - provlded for the Defence Housing Samantha's husband, Stuart, serves with 613 
Executlveand Bulldlng Property Facllities Manage- TACP, HQ 5 Airborne Brigade, Aldershot. 

sent. 
i think it is posSiMe to find 2 

way of involving serving people ir 
projects which might help to iden- 
tify ex-Service personnel whc 
want some kind of assistance. I 
am also convinced that if such a 
project could be linked to training 
and qualifications it would appeai 
as much to the tired cynic - whc 
would gain something tangible - 
as to the wide-eyed idealist. 

If you would like to know more 
about the work of the EFC you can 
find them at 8 Lower Grosvenor 
Place, London SWIW OEP. 

0 Car1 Roberts presents 
Counterpoint on BFBS radlo. 
Wrlte to her at BFBS, BFPO 
786; do Soldler. 

School 
guide 
DESCRIBED as the most com- 
wrehensive diredory of indepen- 
dent schools available, the 
Gabbitas Guide to Independent 
Schwls shouldprove invaluable 
fo anyparenis wishing to make 
ihe bestpmvision for their 
child's future. 

The publication (f 11.99~ 
paperback, ISBN 0 7494 2255 
6) is available from bookseilers 
or dire& fmm publlshers Kogan 
Page, ie10171278-0433. 

Kids' break 
SSAFA Forces Help are organis- 
ing a holiday for special needs 
shiidren at Failthome Manor, 
Hants from August 9-15. This is 
the first year the organisation 
has taken on the holiday, previ- 
ously run by RAF Hospital Weg 
burg. For details contact Alison 
England, Volunteers Project 08i- 
car, JHQ Mii 2272 or 3392. 

High demand forces revamp for 
quick By the write left, 3 I odg i n g scheme arrangements 

TRANSlTiONAL arrangements for meeting the unexpectedly high 
the Lodging Allowance (LA) demand for accommodation sin- 
replacement scheme have been the scheme began on March 1, the 
revised to ease the Row of appii- MOD Project m c e  said. 
cants to the new Accommodation Run by Hambro Countrywide 
Aaencv. Manaaement Services. the asencv 

which currently costs f7m each 
year. 

Initial transitional arrangements 
were aimed at transferring all exist- 
ing claimants into agency accom- 
modation by October i this year. 

The new lransitionai arrange- 
ments allow all current LA 
claimants to continue receiving the 
allowance, provided they remain 
qualified in all respects, for the 
duration of their present posting or 
until March 31 1999, whichever is 
the earlier. 

Although the revised arrange- 
ments will mean that the MOD will 
now no longer save f5m this finan- 
cial year, it is expected that the 
ministry will stiii achieve a saving of 
more than f8om over the iong- 
term castings period. 

- .  
The agency had been expari- 

!ncing "considerable difficulty" in 
was iGrodwed to remove S e  tai 
liability on Lodging Allowance, 

SITTING PRETTY? 
Capt Inn "TaW Hughsa of 186 (TEE) Workshop Company 
REME 01). runs the riak of belng called a poser by hls 
co l leagm aa he helps chlldren from Si Joseph's Prima- 
ry School, Gateshead, in a "people who wear uniforms'' 
project a8 part of en OFSTED Inspection. 

"As the school falls wlthin the wuitlng 0rea ol186 
Coy - b a d  in Walker, Newcastle upon Tyne - we look 
forward to seelng some fbmlllar fbcaa In ten years' time." 
add Taff. 
8 

. .  
t r a l n l n g  rooms of 
hostel In Keswlck run by The two to 14 bunks. Charges am 
Klng'a Own Royal Border Regl- made for use of the hostel, but 

dlscounts ere available to  
larger groups. Camp site facili- 
ties are elso avallable. Rlng 
017687-75863 for detalls. 

me*. 

the north of the Lake Distrlct, 
Ideally placed for tralnlng in 

the Centre can accommodate 
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Pointer to the future: 129 Dragon Battery engages opposing forces wRh devastating firepower 

J u l  
GUNNERS from Germany, the United ahead,” he said. “It is a major learning generated exercises becoming an increasing 
Kingdom and Denmark took part in Shell- exercise for the players and organisers and pan of military life, it is vital that we do not 
drake Spear, the biggest field training exer- will show us what is possible both now and lose sight of the best paining of all -in the 
cise in Germany this year, when 1 (UK) inthefuture. field. Only by doing something for real, and 
Armoured Division deployed as part of “Historically, battles have been won by learning from the experience, can we truly 
NATO’s rapid reaction corps (ARRC). armies who can co-ordinate concentrated prepare ourselves for our combat role.” 

For many of the 2,000 p o o p s  taking firepower quickly and etfectively around Central to this abiIity is BATES, the Bat- 
part, the exercise on the ranges at Bergen- the battlefield. This exercise has demon- tlefield Artillery Target Engagement 
Hobne and Munster-Sud was the closest sttated our ability to achieve this with dev- System. Although originally conceived to 
they had ever come to offensive operations. astating effect.“ counter a threat from the former Warsaw 

The Royal Artillery provides a protective Brigade Major, HQRA, Maj Ian Bayliss Pact, it has now been refined and recodg- 
covering for the British armoured forma- was equally enthusiastic: “With computer- ured for its new role. This fully comput- 
tion. While air defence covers the erised system can instantly assess 
immediate airspace above and around what is available to fire on the target 
the division, field artillery reaches out and then prioritise and deliver the 
to almost 30km in front of and across firepower. 
the flanks. The division has its own With BATES, the call for fire from 
d a y ,  known as the Divisional the Forward Observation Officer 
Artillery Group (DAG), under com- (FOO) can go almost direct to the gun 
mand. in seconds. Inside the gun itself, a dis- 

Shelldrake Spear was designed to play unit will provide the data for 
exercise the DAG throughout the barrel direction and elevation, fuse 
depth of the battlefield - deep, close setting, and type of round. This will 
and rear operations - in all phases of then be processed with additional 
war. It included live firing and data on wind speed and direction, 
manoeuyre of all gun batteries, the temperature, air density and even 
Army Air Corps and the Royal Air rotation of the earth, to ensure that 
Force. the rounds hit their target every t h e .  

Driving force behind the exercise Capt Dougie MacKay said 
was Commander Royal Artillery, Brig BATES had considerably enhanced 

operational effectiveness. John Keeling, who was in no doubt as 
to its significance. And the environment inside the 

“This is an ambitious and explor- gun has changed out of all recogni- 
atory exercise to see how far we have tion, as SSgt Angus Makin explained. 
comeinthetechnolo&al senseandto “For those of us used to the raised 
give us plenty of steers to the way voices and frenetic activity of the old 
10 

I’m In charge: sgt Peter Bishop, 129 c.-,... __,, p r e  
pareschargesfortheAS90rounds 

days, the silence is quite eerie,” he said. 
Brig Keeling believed Shelldrake Spear 

had been an overwhelming success. 
Inevitably mistakes were made but the 
learning process and Paining value had 
been immense. It also proved that despite 
the considerable restrictions placed upon 
mining, particularly in Germany, these 
exercises can still be carried out to tremen- 
dous effect, he said. 

Main elements from Germany were 

Above - On the road AS90 makes e tactical move during Exercise Shelldrake Spear 
Left - Ground cover: LCpl Stephen Hodge, 1 Regt AAC, provides defenslve cover as a Lynx 
TOW lifts off for the battlefleld 
Below - Prepare to fire: The environment inside AS90 18 strangely quiet for old hands used 
to older artillery systems 

Headquarters Royal Artillery (Herford), 
12 Regt RA (Paderborn), 40 Regt RA 
(Hohne), 26 Regt and I Regt Army Air 
Corps (Gutersloh), 52 Battery, 4 Re@ RA 
and 4 Armd Bde Sig Sqn (Osnabruck). Air 
power was provided by courtesy of RAF 
Laarbruch, with 39 Regt RA and 101 Regt 
RA (V) travelling fmm the UK. 

They were supported by a Troop from 
the Light Dragoons and 35 Armd Engr 
Sqn from 32 Engr Regt (Hohne), 2 Arty Sp 

Sqn, 1 GS Regt RLC (Gutersloh), Det, 14 
Top0 SqnRE (Monchengladbach) and ele- 
ments of 1 RMP (Herford). 

For the 5th Artillery Battalion, King’s 
Artillery Regiment from Denmark, it was a 
rare and valuable opportunity to train with 
the division. Although it had to leave its 
guns behind, the 50-strong contingent was 
able to practise interoperability and to 
build on the joint warfare experience of the 
two armed forces. 
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When they are not prepar- 
ing refreshment for their 
colleagues at the Bribsh 
Army Training Support Unit 
in Belize, these two guys 
cook up some hot sounds 
on the BFBS station at the 
camp. 

Cpl Mark Walker (sitting) 
and SSgl Paul McQuillan, 
both chefs with the Royal 
Logistic Corps, put out their 
own two-hour music show, 
Loud and Live, which goes 
out across the country. 

in urie OT nis last visits as Lnier 01 
the Defence Staff, Fd Marshal Sir 
Peter lnge talks to Cpl Ooms. a 

Ortar gun commander with thf 
3theriands 11 Air Mobile Brigadf 

at Deeian Air Base. 
In its role as the independent 

light rapid deployment force of the 
Dutch Army, 11 Air Mobile has 
close links with the United King- 
dom's 24 Air Mobile. 

Fd Marshal Inge, who has since 
been succeeded by Gan Sir 
Charles Guthrie, watched a 
demonstration of airmobiie opera- 
tions before meeting soldiers who 
had put on static displays for him. 

[ ' f  

r J 

Pictured with just a fraction of the 12 sacks brimming with toys which members of G Bty, 
7 Para RHA, are delivering to their colleagues serving in Bosnia are LBdr Stewart Strathdee 
and SSgt Mick Holford. 

The toys, which will be distributed to local children, were given to the Aldershot-based bat- 
itheir, ' ' ' Brake' with traditior.. 

Zommanding officer appointments for the Liver- 
3001 and Manchester-based Headquarters and 
squadrons of 156 (NW) Transport Regiment, 
3LC (V) have until now gone to a Regular sew- 
ng officer 

All that has changed with the appointment of 
TA volunteer Lt Col Tom OBrien (top). Former 
3 0  Lt Col Andy Anderson (below) is taking up 
3 new appointment as SO1 RLC MCM Division 
n Glasgow. 

Tom, who will also hold the appointment as 
Ieputv Commander Mersevside Garrison, was 

I 'W 
- y  2iC of the regiment and, before that, ,.*--*I 
the commanders. - 

51KW cornered d b  --- 
adviser I Actir . 

when a team from 
the Soldier Soldier 
television series was 
shooting part of an 
episode in his Alder- 
shot unit's gymnasi- 
um was SSgt Gary 
Norman, APTC, 7 
Para RHA (grey 
sweatshirt). 

Seen with (left to 
right) actor Danny 
Cunnlngham (Fus 
Andy Butcher on 
screen): extra Nell 
Rowley (a former 
Para); and director 
Chris King, Gary - whv was leaturt.~ I~I an 
episode last year - said "lh here to iron out 
any technical inaccuracies as fat as the 

I I Kgn Paul McMullan is pre- 
sented with an award by Clr 
Frank Doran, Lord Mayor 
of Liverpool, on the latter's 
visit to 1st Battalion, The 
King's Regiment, in Dhke-  
lia. Cyprus. where Paul is 
based. 

He received f200 after 
tackling a burglar who had 
targeted a pensioner's 
house in Huytim, Liverpool. 
near Paul's home. The Lord 
Mayor is a Territorial Army 
member. 

In the week in which Somme vateran 
William Calveti celebrated his 
100th birthday, he had another sig- 
nificant event to mark. 

Having enlisted in the Royal Irish 
Rifles when he was a mere 17, he 
hadadefinitefeeiing of affinityforthe 
30 recruits at the first passing-out 
parade of the Northern ireland 
"-hool Leavers Army Foundation 

'urse, held at the Royal Irish Depot 

in Ballymena, since most of them 
were the same age as he was then. 

It was fitting that William, seen 
chatting to Lt Gen Sir Rupert Smlth. 
GOC Northern Ireland. should 
choose to present a trophy for the 
"Most Determined Recruir at the 
end of Phase One of the training of 
the members of Tempier Troop 
taking part in the pilot scheme. 
Winner was Tpr Andrew Jackson. I in i i iw  btiuiiw uein snor. ourcner IS oeing 

given his last possibre chance of passing his 
fitness test. Does he make it? That's a secret 
that will only be revealed when episode five 
is shown, probably in October., . 

phisical training side is concerned, but I'm 
nothing to do with the script!" 
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WITH ORDERS OF 25 GARMENTS OR MORE 

READY TO BE DEPLOYED 
,Y! 

Telephone: 01705 822436 - NO HIDDEN COSTS WUY STOCKED S€RVK€ - SWATSHIRTS - T-IHIMS - mw SHIMS * RUGBV SHIRTS DWU mpI B m u  rum . 
uugmarrr ~mmotionr id.. l l~dnry m, FM tdd~nria~ am. mmmouuI. ~ m s  P(Y ns 

G.B. G o l d i n g q  
Militarv Liverv and Civilian Tailors 

.----- ---- - - - - - _ _ _ .  
Our Representative will cull ut your 

request. Ring (01 727) 841 321 - 
Fox (01727) 831462 or write for details to: 

220 Hotfield Road, St Albans, Herts ALl 4LW 
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I 
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.................................................................. I Name 
1 Address 
I 

............................................................... 

............................................................................ I I 
...................... I ................................................ Tel I 

I 
..................... I I ..................... -.-.-.-.-.- 

I Pieose slole your Parllculor requlremenls below 

- - - -_  
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BLESMA 
I BRITISH LIMBLESS EX-SERVICE MEN’S ASSOCIATION 

AREYOl ELIGIBLE FOR HELP? 

BLESMA is a National Charity specifically for limbless 
Ex-Service men and women. The Association also accepts 
responsibility for the dependants of its members and, in particular, 
their widows. 

BLESMA wants to help 5.000 more eligible men and women. 
The Association promotes the welfare of men or women who 
have lost a limb or limbs or one or both eyes as a result of service 
in any branch of Her Majesty‘s Forces or Auxiliary Forces and to 
assist needy dependants of such Service limbless. 

BLESMA CAN HELP: 
Provide permanent residential and convalescent holiday 
accommodation through its two nursing and residential Homes 
at Blackpool and Crieff in Perthshire. 

Provide financial assistance to Members and Widows in the form 
of Grants. 

Assist in finding suitable employment for Amputees. 

Furnish advice on Pensions, Allowances, makes representation 
to Government Departments on individual entitlements and, 
where necessary, represent Members and their dependants at 
Pensions Appeal Tribunals. 

A LEGACY MEANS A LOT 
TO THE LIMBLESS 

Help the disabled by helping BLESMA with a donation now and 
a legacy in the future. We promise you that not one penny will 
be wasted. 

For further information contact: 

HQ BLESMA, Dept. SDR 
Frankland Moore House, 
185-187 High Road, 
Chadwell Heath, Romford, 
Essex RM6 6NA 

Telephone: 01 81 590 11 24 Fa: 01 81 599 2932 
Registered as a Charity under the 
Charities Act. 1960. No. 207621 
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~ SJY~XGBWIELD AM ANCE or ISEINC’r IS 

Ten-shun, the 1 st Onion Sellers! Fighting ski l ls  
BRITISH ARMY berets are diversity”. British regiments 
under threat from proposals to favour the beret pulled over one 
“Europeanise” military dress. ear and “moulded” on to the 

Multi-national operations in head and forehead. 
muble spots amund the world, Reaction to the proposals, 
particularly former Yugoslavia, which were being formally prop- 
have highlighted the need for agated on April 1, has been 
standardisation, particularly mixed. A senior regimental 
where troops from several colonel, who wished to remain 
armies are operating cheek-by- anonymous, told Soldier. “This 
jowl. has got to be a bad joke. If they 
An official in Brussels was think they can mm my mops  

tasked to look at uniforms and into a Frank Spencer comedy 
suggest areas in which “com- sketch they have another think 
monaliQ”’ could be introduced. coming. We will be urging the 
Where armies are operating Army Board, the Dress Com- 
under, say, the authority of the United minee and the Minisuy of Defence to resist 
Nations, standard UN-issue food has this with all their might. We will fight this 
already replaced national preferences. on the beaches and in other places.” 

While several items of uniform may Special clothing for extreme weather - 
eventually be affected, the beret is seen as hot or cold - is exempt from standardisa- 
an early target because it is not “climate- non, so there is no possibility of Britain’s 
sensitive”. In other words, it can be worn Arctic-trained cadres having to wear, for 
anywhere by any army. example, the same combat gear as Foreign 

It is understood that the version chose as Legionnaires operating in the Sahara. 
a pan-European model is based on the The British Army is also being asked to 
French beret, which is worn across the top consider “Europeanisation” of regimental 
of the head in the manner of onion sellers. mascots. Brussels favours the introduction 

Wearing of the tam-0’-shanter, beloved of French poodles, German shepherd 
of the Scottish regiments, and the distinc- dogs, Spanish bulls, Greek cats and Nor- 
tive Irish caubeen are likely to be threat- wegian blue parrots. 

- 
Right: military beret in the Eumapprovad “onion seller” mDde 

nrvng; mnn.n ,.,ay dbemmaring 

ened under the new regime of Euro-con- 
formity. Both these items ofheaddress were 
short-listed for consideration. They are 
said to be described in the report as 
“quaint” and “examples of ethno-cultural 

‘I 

A PRESTON Army medical unit has been 
picking up vital soldiering skills during a 
month-long exercise in Cyprus. 

The 86-strong squadron of doctors, den- 
tists, combat medical technicians, drivers, 
cooks and members of the Royal Logistic 
Corps from 5 Field Ambulance RAMC 
have returned from a tough exercise in 
which they left behind their 
normal roles to concenuate 
on infanuy skills. 

Focus of their training 
under Exercise Lion Sun was on h u d x i g  
and disarming weapons for junior NCOs 
who will be posted to infantry and 
armoured medical services in the future. 

It also gave them a better understanding 
of the immense physical and mental pres- 
sures underwhich the infantry operates. 

Cyprus’s rugged, arid terrain was the 
perfect location for this elaborate scenario 
as medics became involved in night 
ambushes, a dawn raid on a paramilitary 
village and a dramatic beach landing. 

Lion Sun gave the Fulwood.Barracks- 
based unit h - h a n d  knowledge of soldier- 
ing in the field by showing the media whr- 
life might be like in the h u t  line of battle. 

Three soldiers from the 1st Banalior 
The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment accom 
panied 5 Fd Amb to add realism to the met 
&e and give the benefit of their own 
infantry experiences. 

In real life, medics would never be 
called on to perform 
in an aggressive role. 
Instead, they would 
advance with front- 
line mops, WBNBt- 
ing casualties from the 
field to a dressing sta- 
tion and th& on to a 
field hospital. 

Under the provi- 
sions of the Geneva 
Convention, medics 
may carry weapons 
only for their personal 
defence and the defence of casualties and 
their location. On the battlefield, medics 
display the Red Cross as a symbol of their 
protected status. 

Each phase of Lion Sun was designed to 
equip the medics, many of whom bad not 
tired a weapon for 12 months or more, with 
first-hand experience of equipment and 
weapon-handling, including the disarming 
of grenades. 

I 

Pammen discover what it is like In the front line 

f Soldier Lefl - Boot camp: Preston-based medlcs Sgt Oavin Saul and Pte 
Johanne Kltching happily shed thelr over-used footwear after a 
month of 10km treks on Lion Sun 

The early morn- soldier to be talkingthe same language. The 
ing village attack brought to a close a idea is that a medic will understand far 

physically-demanding exercise during better the plight of the casualty if he has at 
which the Preston soldiers spent several least some similar experience of his own. 
nights camped out, trekked up to l O k m  a “He will also be in a position to disarm 
day in sweltering conditions, and took part any dangerous weapons.” 
in the island’s wide range of water sports. Maj McBride said 5 Fd Amb had come 

Maj Gerry McBride, OC Lion Sun, said on in “leaps and bounds” during the four- 
“This ldnd of training is crucial on two week exercise. “We’ve managed to build on 
counts. Not only does it enable the medic to their physical fimess, hone their weapon 
learn how to defend both himself and his skills, add to their leadership qualities and 
patient, it also helps the medic and infanuy boost the unit’s morale ten-fold,” be added. 
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Trriniag Centre will be close by, as will be 
Chilean pine for The m u t e  merit 
8nd 23 Parn Field M u l a m e .  

Trees for the Regimmn of Foot are 
beinu Dlanted in padirbnal soums .  while 

to the mosikcent d- 
gamations, wiIl be pcpresented along an 
avenue &at biscns the &rove. 

Tree, have been chosen 
unit a chesmut 
Farm lit Waterloo will featwe in the RLC 
plot, while ash trees fmm Cambmi will be 
planted for the RTR 
The Cheshire Rcghnent will have M 

oak, the NAOC a walnut because if was 
the wood Used to make rifle stocks (and 
because the corps traditionally served 
walnuts with the port in the officers' 
mess). The Army Catering Corps request- 
ed trees with a culiiary theme, and the 
Tree of Heaven, Adanthus Alrissima, was 
a0 

I 

L 

thought epjwopriate 
sevaat nmslgsma 

that their predecessors 
conuibuted the funds 
There are spaces 
ations could have nees plmted to 
memory of their own regiments and E 
no longer ia uristaxe. 

There is &a mom for 
frmn divisions to plarwns: 

oney. More zhan E1 miui 
een raised mwards the cost 

was inspired by the late 

Lo 
WB 
to 
-W. 

The arboretum lies on 150 acres of land 

ational Forest. The 1st 
shire Regiment is 

Now a mudQ site, it is hoped the Army 
based nearby at whinington Barracks. 

Royal 

'si Reglmern 
ets 
orset 

Wilts 
LlgM .... I ...., 
Royal Welch Fusiliers 
Royal Regiment of Wales 

11 Royal Regiment of Fusillers 
12 Royal Army Medical Corps 
13 The Corps Lines 
14 Parachute Regiment and 

23 Para Field Ambulance 
15 Highland Field Craft Training Centre 
16 Long Range Desert Group 
17 SAS 
18 The Scottish Regiments 
19 Royal Armoured Corps 
20 Chapel of The Greek Campaign 
21 Royal Signals, Royal Engineers, 

23 59Dlv 
24 49 Div 
25 OARANC 

26 5th (London) Corps Signals 

Royal Artillery 

Grove will be ready early in 1998, by which 
tune the trees should be about 4ft high, and 
al l  the paths, benches and plaques will be in 
place. 

Anyone wishing to know mote about the 
project, or how to sponsor a m e  or con- 
tribute to the Army Grove, should contact 
the Director, National Memorial Arbore- 
tum, PO Box 10, Tilsbury, Wilts SP3 6TH 
(telO1722 7 163 10; fax 7 16839). 



~ 

.ION 

.eft - Street- 
vi=. a soldler 
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alivery to one of the golf towers that over10 

R 
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WHEN the 2nd Battalion, The Parachute 
Regiment deployed to south Armagh six 
momhsagotheywerenotmknowrhstby 
thu end of their tour local people would k 
wnewpte rhst thty had ever been in the area 

deal abaut their professioarelism and enthu- 
Siam that they are alwzys winine to learn.” 

He added: “There are a hugie variety of 
coumes on &er and within 2 Parawe have 
people studying at all levela &om GCSE to 

treeping ftt while at the slme time knowhg 
we were hlping &ers less forhmate than 

to parachuting into the Ukraine with 
tater this yeat on Exercise Cossack Steppe. 

nr challenge wao o 
ChmPanY. I2 Paul 

Blair was asked to oome up with charity 
m t  to mise mon=.?y for the hbnie Form 
Fund and FHRB (PhyaicguY Handicapped 
and Able Bodied). Wirh his men conked which 

lenge just before rem 
aged to 

mind while off l i n ~  and 

. . . or that the-time in Northern Jrelmd 
would include n trip around the world. 

Soldiers of B Company, who were based 
at FwkilI, witnessed a marked change in 
d N d e  toward the r d m e n t  bv the local 

brmk, was 

tively during the-&& periods of free dme 
that they had during a vcry busy operational 
tow.“ 

Mai Atiunson had nothing but praise for 
the soldiers. “Although they will rcccivc up 
to 80 per cent of the monq back it is still 
asking a lot of young s o b  to pay for the 
WUISCS up &ont:’ he said. “It ~ a y s  a great 



You never know when 
you mighlt need them 

matched the largest dona- 
tion, took the total handed 
over to the ABF to L4,450. 

“Fund-raising is fun,” 
said Brig Prideaux, “and 
we are keen to get that 
message across to younger 
people: at the moment, 
only five per cent of our 
supporters are between the 
ages of 20 and 40.” 

Over to former Para Lt 
Col Simon Brewis, ABF 
welfare director. 

“In my view, I believe 
that Army benevolence is 
experiencing a sea change, 
for many reasons:’ he said. 

“Everybody thinks that 
the veterans are fading 
away, and there will he a 
fall-out of benevolence. 
But the actual amount we 
have got to find to cope 
with sickness and mobility 

THERE IS a commonly-held misconception 
that the Army Benevolent Fund, the British 
Army’s central charity, is run “by the officers, 
for the benefit of the officers”, according to 
Brig Nicholas Prideaux, the fund’s appeals 
direnor. 

Nothing could be further from the truth, 
he told Soldio; sDeakine in the ABF’s Dremis- 

ii 
es in Kens&in. In Fact, not only-do the 
fund’s beneficiaries, both Regular and Terri- 
torial, cover the specmun of ranks, hut they 
are becoming much younger - and will 
increasingly do so in future years. 

That is why the ABF is keen to widen its 
supporter base of 
serving and retired 
personnel to include younger people who will 
carry on the work done hy “the old and 
bold”, said the brigadier. 

“It is a ‘drip, drip, drip’ process, raising 
awareness of what we do, but we would very 
much like not just the soldiers but their fami- 
lies to be involved also.’’ 

The fund divides its United Kingdom 
operations into 12 regions, with regional 
organisers responsible for county committees 
and fund-raising. 

“We know exactly how much the Army 
raises both here and wemeas - Cyprus, for 
example, is treated as a region in its own 
right,” Brig Prideaux pointed out. 

“We are indebted to the Army Central 
Fund, who give us money every year, and to di 
tions from the Army in various regions, as well as 
the tremendous support from the TA and the 
ACF, raising income from various functions.” 

One of the keen band of fund-raisers is Catter- 
ick-based SSgt  Linda Johnston AGC (SPS). 

“Despite being an Army welfare worker in the 
largest Army garrison, and having frequently 
called on the support of regimental and corps asso- 

-. . 

One unfortunate aspect, Lt Col Slmon Brewls, Army Benevolent Fund welfare dlrector (left) wlth Mal Geoflny Crook (Royal Pioneer Corps 
he added, was that, among Association), Col B a n k  Middleton (Airborne Forces Securlty Fund) and Capt Barry Double (Grenadiar Guards 
the younger generation, Association), plctumd at the British Entomologlcal Society‘s premlses whlch the ABF leases. The Security Fund 
expectations were ‘‘mu& and the two assoclatlons have all bendlted from the ABF’s donatlons 

da Johnston, who regards fund-raisers as 
“the silent heroes of our Servlce.” 
ciations for families in need, I am ashamed to 
admit that when I was approached to organise 
some fund-raising for the ABF last year, I knew 
very little about the fund and its purpose,” she con- 
fessed. 

“So, finding out about the millions of pounds 
that the ABF spends on both serving and ex-Ser- 

wire walker, an ex-Grenadier who had been 
injured. Money to provide for him came 
from his regiment and the ABF. 

At present, the Army Benevolent Fund 
team are, albeit metaphorically, perform- 
ing a tricky tightrope act of their own. 

They are endeavouring to increase dwh- 
dling funds needed for a fast-approaching 
future generation of claimants while a 
younger generation is apparently content 
to watch them from the safety of the ring- 
side seats. 

S S g t  Johnston’s message to them is a 
simple one: “To those of you who do not 
know there is one organisation in existence 
for your benefit alone, that helps people 
like you and me when all others shut the 
door, the ABF is ours. Support it: you 
never know when you may need it!” 

0 The Army Benevolent Fund is run- 
ning a sponsored six-card race meeting at 
Windsor on June 30 to raise money for its 
coffers. Details from Col Malcolm Haver- 
gal on 0171 584-5206. 
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higher”, anticipating thou- 
sands of pounds in help for all their prob- 
lems, in comparison to the hundreds of 
pounds which the older generation, which 
has a great deal of pride, expects. 

“It is a worrying trend. It is much more 

difficult these days: we could not afford to 
go on purely on our investment income, 
and the fund simply is not going to last if 
that dries up.” 

The fund now works on the NED - 
vice men and women and their 
dependants every year, was my 
first step to planning a contrihu- 
tion from North Yorkshire to 
reflect the fund’s unique com- 
mitment to our community.” 

More than 20 RSMs listened 
to her message of ‘‘supporting 
the fund that supports them”, 
and, boosted by individual 
fund-raising events such as a 
charity golf match and a trip to 
the coast armed with collection 
buckets, their units went on sell- 
ing tickets right up to the “grand 
draw” held last September. 

The result, greatly helped by 
“tremendous boost to morale” 
ien Army Welfare Catterick 

Need, Eligibility and 
Deservedness - prin- 
ciple, he said. 

“Some corps and 
regiments have 
restricted criteria - 
they are not able to 
help with credit cards, 
loans or funerals, for 
example. But in the 
ABF we don’t have 
any restrictions; we , ask if there is a need 
and how deserving is 
the cause, treating each 
case on its merits.” 

One of the more 
recent cases dealt with 1 was a former high- 

:ommitment - LBF ‘has never 
ailed to respond’  thef family I 

know that the Army Benevolent End  is 
e in the background to help out in times of 
i is one of the most reassuring facts in 
lern military life. 
Zamilies may not fully appreciate the fund 
a time comes in their circumstances when 

asaster strikes and the future looks bleak. 
“Howevsr, thanks to the generosity of the 

ABF and the organisations that it supports, 
help is at hand, whether it is financial, practical 
or just advisory. This support is a lifetime commitment to the family and 

1 
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I e Amy Benevolent Fund is the Army’s ceni 
irity. Through the network of regimental and mtps 
iociations. the fund provides assistance to both 
ving soldiers and veterans of W the Regular 
I the Territorial Army. whenever the need arises. 
The fund also supports some 70 other national 
iritis concerned with the special needs of s”’- 
IS, veterans and their families. As the years ts 
ir Inevitable toll, there are ever more calls 
;istancefromthosewho havefaiienon hardtimes. 
The Army Benevolent Fund hes never failed to respond to a call kom I 
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r Suffolk honours its first VC King's head to appear on '58 medal 
APRIL 
26: British Model Soldier Soci- 
ety annual show, New Con- 
naught Rooms, Great Queen 
Street, Hoiborn. London. 
MAY 
24-26: Overlord historic military 
vehicle Liphwk, show, Hants. Longmoor Camp, 

JUNE 
46: Floodlit Beating Retreat by 
Massed Bands of Household 

on. H o w  Guarh, 9 .Wm 
Tickets 0171 839-5323. 
14 Queen's Birthday Parade, F 
Coy Scots Guards, H o w  Guards 
(Major General's R m w ,  May 
31; Colonel's Review, June 7). 
21: Sherborne Military Tattoo, 
Shehome Castle, Dorset, in aio 
of Poppy Appeal and Army 
Benevolent Fund. Includes dis. 
plays by White Helmets, PWRR 
free fall team. D and D Band 
QGR Pipes and DNmS, 9 Para 
Sqn RE, AAC helicopters. 
2829: Victorian Military Sociel) 
celebration of Queen Vicioria'r 
Dlamond Jubilee, Historic Dock. 
yard, Chatham. 
JULY 
1 5 2 7  Royal Tournament, Earls 
Court. Tckets: 0171 244-0244. 
SEPTEMBER 
6-7: Berwbk Military Tattoo, T h e  
Bawacks, Berwt&-upon-Tweed 
6pm. Proceeds to Service char. 
18%. 
13-15: Military Survey 250tt 
anniversary weekend, Her 
mita". 

the bngade were flown to Amman. 
remaining in the desert kingdom 
until the crisis was over. The veter- 
ans believe the operatlon was a 
major success. 

In these w s  (Nov II) ,  we 
carded an appal by exaapper 
Taff Harrls to Jordan veterans will- 
ing to pay lortheirown medals. 

He said King Hussein's offer in 
1958 to Issue a medal to all British 
sotdmrs involved was turned 
down. When the bngade returned 
to Cyprus, many soldiers discov- 
ered that, because of their time in 

the desert, they had failed to qual- 
ity for the Cyprus General Service 
Medal. 

"We have been denied two 
medals, n d  just one," said Taff. 

He tells us he has had an excel- 
lent response to his appeal, and 
that enthusiasm for the project has 
recetved a fulmer boost following 
news of King Hussein's generous 
response. 

Taff Harris can be contacted at 
124 Haven Park Crescent, Haver- 
fordwest. Pembrokestlire SA61 
1 DS (id 01437 766666) 

fellintotheammunm~twe. While 
everyone else fled, Pie Ablen 
picked up the red-hot shell and 
threw It out of the trench, where it 
e w e d  as it hit the ground. He 
was pmoted corporal on the spot 
ivnl subsequently awarded both 
theDCMandtheVC. 

0 A book on the life of Albert 
AbM, mmgh Hall to lmmortal~, 
w m n  by Ma] Frank Clark. has 
been publshed by the Gren Gds 
Asl)ociatm (Suffolk Branch). it 
costs 5.50 including p and p. and 
is available from the secretary, C A 
Dearing. Millsrde, Nedging Road, 
Nedgmg Tye. Ipswich iP7 7HJ 
(0149 74112e). 

thia country so It Is easy to 
Imagine the sltuatlon abroad." 

BCESL secretary-ganaml Lt 
Col Sam Pope said "Many 
countries Jealously guard the 
memorials but soma fall 

help wlth this project through 
our contacts overseas." 

The trust, which also plans to 
campalgn for a natlonal memor- 
le1 day similar to that In the 
USA, has amacted the aupport 
oi the Queen Mother and has 
recrulted Earl Nelson as a 
fourth patron, along with Count- 
ess Mountbamn of Burma, the 
sculptmsa J d i n a  de Vaseon- 
cellos, and the comedlan Splke 
Milllgan, who sawed In the 
Royal Artillery. 

through the n0t and WB hope to 

that. On March 15 a tablet 
was unveiled d&g a CMII- 
m o r a t w e  s e ~ c e  at Si 
Andrew's Church, Wey- 
bread. Contingents from the 
Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex and 
other regimental associa- 
tions, the TAVRA and the 
Royal MUsh Legion were 
joined in the chumh by a 

remaIW3le 150 members of the 
Ablenfamily. 

The ywng Grenadier fought at 
Alma, Balachva. and Inkerman 
behrrt arming at S W C p l .  On 
Ssptember 2,1855 he was in a 
trench usedasapowder magadne 
whenashell-Rsfusestill burning- 

his birthplace in Weybread, Suffolk. 
Ailhough hs  VC featured in the 

village sign and a dose in the wl- 
lage was named after him, he was 
bun& in an unmark6d grave and in 
time forgotten. 

Suffolk Branch of the Grenadier 
Guards ksoaabon has rectified 

TO REFLECT expanding intw- 

SUFFOLK'S forgotten first 
victoria Cross winner has 
been honoured on the IWth 
anniversary of his death. 

Pie Alfred A W  (right), 
Gren Gds, was 26 when he 
eanmd hismedalforheroisn 
at Sebastopol In the Crimea. 
On his death in March 1697 
hlsbadywasiakenbylrainto 

KiNG HUSSEIN of Jordan has 
approved the use of his profile on 
a mmmnmoratiw? medal which 
former soldiers are having struck 0 
mark their s e d  in his defence. 

The veterans are incensed that 
their role in suppotting the king in 
1956 was not recognised by the 
award of an o k i d  campaign 
medal. 

They were serving with 16th 
Independent Parachute Brigade 
when tension flared up In Jordan, 
threatening the stability Of the 
counhy. More than ZOO0 men of 

Tank will 
be solid 

9" 
natlonal ob@ctlves, the organi- 
sation founded to protect and 
preearvewar memorlals in Blltatn 
Is changlng Its name. 

Frlends of War Memorlals wlll 
be known as tha British Com- 
monwealth Mllitary Hwltaga 
Trust, developing ita orlginal 
purpose Into a global role. 

The f86t.growlng trust, with 
the backlng of the Brltleh Com- 
monwealth Ex-Services League 
(BCESL), has announced a plan 
to rascue neglected and van- 
dalised British war memorials 
around the World. Tha aim ia to 
set up a fleld of remembrance, 
wlth a chapel, In Brltain to pro- 
vlda a suitable settlng for 
mtrlaved shrines. 

Trust a i ms 
to 'rescue' 
overseas 
memorials 

reminder 
of Desert 
Rats d 

tha orlginal orginisation, said: 
"It Is 8 big project but someons 
has to do somethlng about 
Brltish war memorlals which 
ara not being looked alter over- 
seas. 

"War memorials have been 
Ignored In front of our ayaa in 

I 

,' 
f 

/ 

A former Desert Rat has begun a 
campaign to pay permanent ttib- 
ute to the famous 7ih Armwred 
Division by creating a memorial at 
Its former home in Norfolk. 

While researching his trm regl- 
ments, the 4th County of London 
Yeomanry (Sharpshoders) and 1 
Royal Tank Regiment, in which he 
sewed as a Cromwell tank 
gunner, Les Dinning visited the 
site in metford Forest where 7 

He found that many of the bun- 
dalions of the original buildings, 
and the loading bays, were intact 
and decided it would be appropri- 
ate to mount a Cromwell on a 
plinth as atributetothe success of 
the Desert Rats. 

Les acquired a tank and gained 
the support of the Queen, the 
Forestry Commission, 1 RTR, the 
Royal British Legion and other 
interested parties. He hopes to 
have the scheme registered as a 
charity in the next few weeks. and 
the tank unveiled in the summer of 
next year. 

Before then, however, up to 
f30,WO is needed to recover and 
refurbish the tank and have n 
placed on a plinth to be built on an 
old bay at Thetford. 

More details can be given by 
Derek Bird at 4 MiUord Avenue, 
Stony Stratford, Miiton Keynes 
MK11 1HA (tevtaX 01908 
565472). Cheques made out to 
the Desert Rats Commemoration 
Fund may also be sent to him. 

Armd Div had bBen based. 

Baffled by ....- ~ . _ .  
OCTOBER 
24: RBL isle of Thanet Festiva a test of 

memory 
of Remembrance. mckets or 
01 843 292@82. 

b To include public events if 
this diary, contact the Eddor. 

10. Details: Ron Morris, 38 Traps 
Lane, New Malden. Surrey KT3 
4SA (tel 01 61 949-7605). 

Herta and Beds Yeomanry: 66fh, 
105th, 135th and 191st Fd Regts 
RA, 53nd Heavy Regt, 79th HAA 
Regt and post-war successors. 
Reunion on June 7 at TA Centre, 
Marsh Road. Detslls from Ron 
Curreli, 26 Si Margarefs Close, 
Old netton. P&rbomugh PE2 9EA. 

Cheshire Reglment Aasocia- 
tion: Birkenhead end Disirict 
Branch's Sixth Oak Leaf Dinner, 
Hesketh Hall, Port Sunlight, June 
13. nckets (f10) firm Graham 
Ball on 0151 W6-4524 or Geoff 
Hunt 0151 645-0434. 

497, 976 and 981 ex-Royal 

Marines: 4th reunm at Royal 
Sailors Home Club on Aug 16 to 
mark 50th anniversary of forma- 
lion of squads. Details: P Wye, 
Pet-a-Pat, 349 Old Road, Ciacion- 
on-Sea, Essex CO15 3RQ. 

Royal Signals, Krefeld 60's 
16ers reunion to be held in 
Krefeld. Sept 19-21. For detatis 
send sae to Chris Bartlett, 45 
Whitehouse Road, Leigh on Sea, 
Essex SS9 5SR. 

Vietnam veterans: Tan Son Nhut 
Association will mark the 5Mh 
anniversary of the USAF wth a 
fiveday reunion in Hampton, Vir- 
ginia, USA on Oct 6-12, Details 
fmm John Peele, 6203 57th 
Avenue, RNerdde, MD 20737, 
USA. 

Lt Gamh Megaw, a 208 Batey troop commander, vlawa the portrait 
of a fallow RA officer with Capt Tonens-Spnm RN (Ratd) at the 
unveiling ofthe refurblahad work. See "Gunners mscue palntlng" 

The Immatures: 5Mh reunion of 
249 (Berks RHA) AA Bty RA 
olanned for Aoril 24. Details: E MORE THAN 50 years ago the 

Army put the then Sgt Raymond 
Kioby RAMC to the test. . .and he 
wants to know why. 

He was sewing with 157 Fieid 
Ambulance at Abernethy, Scot- 
land in late 1943 or early '44 when 
the unn was visited by a team of 
RAEC personnel. They turned the 
mess hall into an exam mom an0 
made all ranks complete a winten 
assesSllWnt. 

Some time later he was shown 
his 'results" by an orderly room 
friend. 

They were presented in code 
form: the imers P A G E T R M 
appearing above single digit num- 
bers (other than the T which had a 
twodigd number, and me M, 
whlch haa four digits). 
No explanation was ever given 

and Rayrnond. now in his 6Mh 
year and lwing in retirement in 
Somerset, is stiil.cunous. His 
search for enlightenment has so 
far drawn a blank. 

He wonders d readers recall the 
mystery tern, or ineir purpose? 

111 - -  -~ 
FLlbrook. 1 Bixton Avenue, Cave- 
sham Heights. Reading, Berks 
RG4 7BT (le1 01 734 473320) 

0 Home from home: 14 hde- 
pendent Topographic 
Squadron RE has a tasteful 
reminder of its six-month stay in 
the Kisetak Bnck Factory in 
Bosnia . . . an oilpaintihg by 
Bimingham artist Dennis Jones 

Working fmphotcgraphs, ht 
recreated the scene in super0 
detailandpresentedit fo the 
squadmn back at its base in Ger 
many In return Mr Jones accepl 
edan inscnbedmap of Bosnia 
printed by the unit - and a bonle 
of malt whisky 

A limited edition print of the 
painting is to ba produced for so 
diem who sewed with Miliraw 
Survey units in Kisetak last year. 

b Back to the front: 52 officers 
and warrant olficers from the 
Royal Monmouthshira Royal 
Englnears (Mllitla) made a bat- 
tlefield tour of Mons, Waterloo, 
Watteren and Ypres in Belgium. 

They were bnefed by regimen- 
tal historian Dr Graham Watson 
and laid a wreath at the grave of 
2nd Lt P e w  Beck, who died at 
Ypres. A ceremony of remem- 
brance was held st the Menin 
Gate and the Last Post Commlt- 
tee allowed the regiment's 
buglers to sound Reveille. 
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Gunners 
rescue 

APTC Association (York 
Branch): Annual meetlng Apnl25, 
annual dinner May 16. Details: 
Capt (Reid) Rocky Holling on 
01226 207046. I <d I painting 
IsV4tthnth Royal Tank Regi- 
menta: Reunion at St John's 
Swallow HotEl, Solihull, April 25- 
27. Detaiis: G J Boume on 01752 
880527 or R T Rathmeii on 01752 
893495. 

PART-TIME soldiers in CO Down 
have helped to save part of the 
artistic legacy of one of Norlhem 
Ireland's oldest military families. 

Newtownards-based 206 (Ulster) 
Battery RA (v) is now the proud 
owner of an enormous painting 
donated by the Torrens-Spence 
farmly fmm Downpatrick. 

A portrait of a member of the 
family who had served with the 
Royal Artillery, it had been stored 
in an outhouse and was in urgent 
need of restorawn. 

Now the painting of the late 2nd 
Lt J B H Torrens RA, who was born 
in 1902, graces the entram to 
the TA gunners' base. 

Rifle Brlgade and 3rd RGJ Band 
and Bugle Club: 20th anniver- 
sary May 3-4 Members who have 
not returned cards are asked to do 
so as soon as possible. Details: 
Kevin Freemantle, 22 Owslebury 
Grove, Havant, Hants PO0 5HR 
(tel 01705 38660). 

B.(talion, me wyai lrlsh 
~angara 0, has baen award- 
ed the Lord Uautenant of 
-ne's Cartfncsts tor se- 
vlcesto theTerritorIel Foreas. 
ARbr tour years in the lrleh 
Guards he Iolnad the Omagh 
company of the 4th Baliallon, 
The North lrlsh Militia In 1980 
and has worn three dlwerant 
~ a p  badgas slnm. 

Ex-members of the Band of 8th of the "Suez Canal Bus Service'' 
between Port Suez and Ismailia. 
Replies to 21 Barncroft, Moss 
Side, Leyland PR5 3UD. 

Past members of 200 Hovercraft 
Mala Sqn RCT who w e d  in the 
unn from Singapore 1969 to 
Bmwndown 1973 sought for pus- 
sible reunion. Contact A R Smith 
(ex-Cpi, MT S d n ) .  67 Lsng- 
ham Drive, Clacton-on-Sea, 
Essex CO16 7AG (tei 01255 
474919). 

KRI Hussars interested in a pos- 
sible reunion in 1998 are asked to 
contact Colin Ridges, 117 Vanner 
Roed. Wiiney OX6 6LL 

R W  Moore (ex-Cpl RAOC) Is 
wiiing of his experiences in the 
Suez Canal Zone and wishes to 
contact anyone who witnessed 
the public hanglngln 195Oofthree 
soldiers found gUihy of the mUrder 
of a taxi driver at Port Suez. He 
would also appreciate memories 

201 (RCZ) 01) REME 26th 
reunion, May 910, at Chesford 
Grange Hotel, Kenilwolm, Warks. 
Detaiis: Maj Ron Smtth, 6 SI 
John's Place, Waterloo, Liverpool 
(telO151 9284493). 

Mlddlesax Reglment (NO): 
Annual reunion at the victory Ser- 
vices Club, London W2. on May 



A light-hearted Welsh treat 
THE Welsh Guards have had 
several Directors of Music 
lately and Maj Watts follows 
Lt Col Cliff Ross to Kneller 
Hall shortly, so yet another 
change, Nevertheless the 
band is in good heart if this 
light-hearted programme is to 
be taken as evidence. 

A fine fanfare, Diamond 
Jubilee by Stuart Watts, gets 
us going with a stirring 
march, Men of Wales, and an 
overture by the prolific Amer- 
ican composer Alfred Reed, 
Viva Musica. A saxophone 

Gordon Lang- 
ford, Sospan 

lar nowadays is 
Gabriel’s Oboe, 

of Tea for Two 
by, of all people, 
Dmitre Shostakovich; no one anged and played by mem- 
can quite remember why it rs of the band, and 
became all the rage in Russia Herald‘s Clog Dance can 
under its new title. never fail. The Virgiginians is a 

Men of Harlech gets a few musical vihute to five US 
mentions during the pro- Presidents all hailing from 
gramme, and other Welsh- Virginia; presumably their 
eries are a Welsh Fantasy by characters are portrayed, but 

CD price f11.50 inc. 

PLAYING FIELr 

F o r  137 ,years, The Corps of 
Commissionaires has been placing former 

Armed Services personnel in meaningful 
civilian roles. This valued lobbying and 
placement network has recently been extended, 
via Service Connections, to match highly 
trained and qualified recent Service personnel 
with today’s enlightened employers’ specialist 
discipline needs, in the UK and overseas. 

If you are considering leaving or have 
recently left the Armed Forces or represent an 
organisation requiring specialist Services 
experience in Security and Facilities 
Management. Electronics, Mechanical & Civil 
Engineering. Information Technology, 
Logistics, Communications and Project 
Development - we are well aware of the 
value of the Forces transferable skills and 
employers’ needs to create a perfect match. 

Burford House, Leppington. Birch H i l l ,  
Bracknell. Berks RGIZ 7WW 

Tel: 01344 858005 Fan: 01344 485666 
E.Mai1: Service .CannPst ions~Dial .PiDcxCom 

my knowledge on the subject 
is sadly lacking. 

A Royal Firework is far from 
a damp squib, being a jazzy 
version of a hornpipe from 
Handel’s Royal Fireworks 
with a fine march by Leslie 
Statham, a past director of the 
band, more or less wrapping 
everything up. 

There remain two works of 
more substance in a round- 
the-world musical trip, Global 
Variations, by Nigel Hess, well 
known for his music to many 
television plays and for being 
a nephew of Dame Myra of 
that ilk. 

Several countries are visit- 
ed, with clues to your wher- 
abouts given here and there. 
Saint-Saens’ Organ Symphony 
is always the final piece of a 
concert for it has such a sense 
of finale that nothing can 
follow it. The audience begins 
to collect its bits and pieces 
together near the end. Here, 
though, you are invited to 
visit Wales, where there will 
be a welcome in the hillside, 
immediately following it. 

Othenvise this is an inter- 
esting and well-presented 
programme which should 
please all. Iechyd Da. 

At The Hook with 
the ‘Forty-Twa’ 
WHAT did it cost to he fitted it is clear from his account he 
out with togs becoming an offi- would not have survived the 
cer in 1932? No prices demands of mess life. 
revealed, but David Rose But survive he did and in this 
describes it as “staggering” in life story he tells a mix of jolly, 
his autobiography Off the funny and sometimes sad tales, 
Record. especially of his time in Korea 

He was a cadet at Sandhurst and the battle of The Hook 
in 1932 and about to join The (where he won the Bar to the 
Black Watch (the “Forty- DSO he was awarded for 
Twa”) - the first battalion of Somaliland), and of his experi- 
whichhewasdestinedto com- ences of the Mau Mau in 
mand with distinction ~ and Kenya. 
had gone with his mother to Strong family bonds are evi- 
London to be kitted out. dent throughout and there are 

He protested ~~ ~~~ various refer- 
at all the Off the Record - The Llfe ences to his 
“finery” - tail- and Lettersof a Black Watch b r o t h e r s , 
coat, morning Officer, by David Rose. S Rhoddy (HLI), 
coat, top hat and mount, hardback, €18.95. Angus (A and 
bowler, weeds SH) and Neil 
for race meetings, plus-fours (French Foreign Legion). 
for golf and shooting and much This soldier’s story will 
more. appeal to everyone who likes a 

good read about Army life and 
said mother. They did, too, events leading up to, during 
until his brothers raided his and after the Second World 
wardrobe while he was with War. 
Wingate and the Chindits in The foreword, by the way, is 
1944. But it was all deemed by the current Adjutant Gen- 
necessary in those days and all eral, Gen Sir Michael Rose, 
on Ll2-a-month pay. not a relative, just a “distant 

mother’s allowance of L250 a He cornmends this lively 
year ~ she gave each of her four book as “charming and very 
soldier sons the same amount - human”. - JM 

.. 

They’ll last you for years, 

Had it not been for his memberofthe Roseclan”. 

AT last, one of the most impor- 
tant modern works of military 
history is complete. 

The final part of the Mar- 
quess ofhglesey’s A History of 
the British Cavalry 1816-1919, 
a monumental chronicle of the 
Army’s mounted arm from 
immediately after Waterloo 
until the beginnings of mecha- 
nisation, has now been puh- 
lished. 

The project was begun in 
1973 and in the middle of the 
programme Lord Anglesey had 
a serious accident which set it 
hack by W O  years. Throughout 
almost a quarter of a century 
the work has not only had the 
same publisher, Leo Cooper, 
hut also the same editor, Mrs 
Pat Brayne, which is perhaps 
unique in recent publishing. 

This final volume, subtitled 
The Western Front 1915-1918, 
Epilogue 1919-1939, aims to 
put the record straight about 
the role played by mounted 
fighting troops - cavalry and 
yeomanry ~ in France and Bel- 
gium during the First World 
War. 

It will disillusion those who 
have been under the impression 
that there was nc 

That is not to say 
there is no element of 
vuth in such myths, 
for as the author 
writes: “During the 
whole of 1915 the 
cavalry was virtually 
never employed in 
action other than as 
infantry or pioneers, 
though there were 
occasional opportu- 
nities for mounted 
patrols.” 

Then there was the 
role known as “doing 
fire brigade”, answer- 
ing the call of some 
hard-pressed infantry 
commander. Waiting 
behind the line for the 
call was surprisingly 
“civilised” We learn 
that well into 1915 
Fortnum and Mason 

Medal-winning stayer 
charges past the post 

A History of the\ 
British Cavalry I 

1816-1919 
The Marquess of Anglesey F.S.A. I 

1 i 
If 

Flowerdew’s Squadron” by Alfred Munnings, 
as It appears on the cover of Volume 8 

maintained a shop in 
Ypres, and Bethune 
had an cGexcellent Cover story: Deti 
Oyster shop On the 
Square”. 

Furthermore, the cavalry was that of Cambrai - and so 
were able to keep up their tra- too, coincidentally, did their 
dition of active mounted sports successors, the tanks. 
such as hunting, polo and Lord Anglesey sees his book 

coursine on horse as somethine of a mission. “A 
I 

role for mountec History of the B r W  back. At one time 
soldiery in rrenct. valry 1816-1919 Volume three brigadiers 
warfare. The book 8: The Westem Front 1015- were hors de combat 
shows how, on sur- 19181 EPi‘WUe 1979-1939 as a result of 
prisingly numer- bYThe Marques of Angle- sporting acci- 
ous occasions, the sey FSA, published by dents. 

which the cavalry 
superior 

mobility saved a 
threatening situa- was involved on 
tion. No one who reads the the Western Front the casual- 
hook can again fully accept the ties amounted to 19,05 1, of 
myths of the easy life enjoyed whom 4,421 were killed or 
by the mounted troops as died. 
opposed to that of the “poor One battle in which the cav- 
bloody infantry”. alry took an important part 

Cooper Pen g Intheactionsin Boob, Hardbackf40. 

chief object i f  this last volume 
has been to enable its author to 
enter the ranks of that small 
contingent of writers about the 
Western Front which has been 
battling to dispel the numerous 
myths that have grown up con- 
cerning the British Army’s part 
in its battles. 

“Such men as John Terraine 
and Paddy Griffith have been 
valiantly striving over the past 
few decades to put the record 
straight”. 

Quite another view is 

expressed over the literary 
work of Alan Clark who, on his 
debut as a military historian in 
1961, entitled his book The 
Donkeys, a reference to the 
First World War generals lead- 
ing the British soldiers who 
fought “like lions” (German 
C-in-C Ludendorf‘s words). 

Clark made it clear that he 
had no more regard for the 
cavalry as an arm of war than 
for the Army’s generals. 

Lord Anglesey certainly 
does not agree with either of 
these contentions and Clark is 
condemned in the most direct 
manner, as being “the most 
arrogant and least respectable 
of writers on the war”, and his 
hook is described as “a 
deplorable travesty”. 

Such damning criticism of a 
writer in modern times is rare. 
A J l‘ Taylor and Basil Liddell 
Hart emerge with slightly less 
wounding judgement; of the 
latter, whom Clark called “the 
most acknowledged master of 
military history”, Anglesey 
comments: “Achowledged, yes; 
‘master’, alas, not entirely!” 

An across-the-table confront- 
ation between the author of this 
hook and Man Clark would 
make fascinating television. 

Lord Anglesey sums up his 
aim in producing this remark- 
able work “It has been my 
intention to present a fair and 
detailed account of peacetime 
life and the wartime actions of 
the British mounted arm . . .” 

That he has succeeded is evi- 
denced by the award of the 
Chesney Gold Medal, given in 
recognition of historical exel- 
lence under the auspices of the 
Royal United Services Insti- 
tute. - BJ 

In the Eye of the Storm by Mal 
Gen Patrick Cor0 ngley. Now n 
paperbam tne remar6aoly frank 
an0 engag ng memod of .fe at the 
snarp eno oy tne Gull War Desert 
Rats commander, now senor 
secLr,iy advser to the Omani 
Army. Coronet f6.99 

Counter-Terrorism Equipment 
by ran V hogg, illustrated by Ray 
htcnins. SLrvey of the awe- 
inspiring array of weapons, sfghrs. 
surveillance <its, oeteclion devices. 

bomb trailers and specialised 
vehicles available internationally 
for the unending fight against ter- 
rorism. Greenhill Books, hard- 
back, €12.99. 

Nuremberg: The Last Battle by 
David Irving. Prominent historian 
brings his investigative powers to 
bear on the “trial of the century”, 
using previously unpublished 
diaries, records and photographs. 
Focal Point Publications, London, 
hardback, €20. 

The Last Days of the Raj by 
Trevor Royle. Masterly account of 
a benchmark in British imperial 
history. Republished in paperback 
to coincide with this year’s 50th 
anniversary of India’s indepen- 
dence. John Murray. f13. 

Ray Mears’ World of Survival by 
Ray Mears and Jane Hunter. 
Companion volume to excellent 
BBC TV series presented by a mil- 
itary survival expert. Introduces 
the reader colourfully to tech- 

niques used in Baffin Island, 
Arnhem Land, Siberia, Westem 
Samoa, Namibia and Indonesia. 
HarperCollins, hardback, f14.99. 

1915: The Death of Innocence 
by Lyn Macdonald. Military history 
at its most “populai‘ and possibly 
even its best as this painstaking 
chronicler’s fearsome record of 
one disillusioning and dispiriting 
year of the war is published in 
papehack. Includes 73 black-end- 
white photographs. Penguin, €9.99. 
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~ THE ROYAL LOGISTIC CORPS 
- GE'ITING the British Army 

into the field and keeping it 
there i s  the  responsibility of 
the Royal Logistic Corps 
(RLC), formed on April 5, 
1993 from i t s  acknowledged 
predecessors, the Royal Corps 
of  Transport, Royal Army 
Ordnance Corps, Royal Pio- 
neer Corps, Army Catering 
Corps and the Postal and 
Courier Service of the Royal 
Engineers. 

Wh i le  each predecessor 
traces i ts  own specific history 
variously to the 18th, 19th 
and 20th centuries, all have 
antecedents which stretch 
hack to the first use of men as 
soldiers in war. 

The RLC is  responsible for 
the  supply and distribution 
functions of  the  British Army 
and a wide variety o f  support- 
ing services, in peace, on 
operations and at war. 

Officers and soldiers of the  
RLC are trained in a range o f  
logistic skills which they put 
into practice daily in support 
o f  the British Army. To meet 
t h i s  challenge, RLC soldiers 
are trained in one of 16 
important, demanding and 
rewarding trades. 

The postcard illustrated 

:.-.- .vas reproduced from a 
watercolour painting by Mix 
Baker. It shows: 

0 Soldier: Combat dress, 
with SA80 rifle. 

0 Sergeant major: N o  2 
dress. 

0 Director o f  Music: T h e  
blue frock coat worn by the  

%rector of Music was origi- inNomay. It i s  in service with 
ially introduced into service the  ACE Mobile Force (Log- 
IS "undress" early in the last istics) Battalion at Bulford. 

century. By today's standards 0 Background: The Royal 
it i s  an elegant and formal gar- Army Ordnance Corps War 
ment. Memorial at  The Princess 

0 Hagglund all-terrain car- Royal Barracks, Deepcut, 
-ier: Taken into service by the  where it i s  the  backdrop to 
3ritish Army, mainly for use parades of the new corps, 

magmkr& 
FURTHER to letters on the China 
Dragon, can any reader explain 
how the Buffs - the 3rd of Foot, 
descended from a regiment raised 
for service in the Netherlands in 
1572 -came to have a dragon for 
a cap badge? And how did the 
saying come about, "Steady the 
Buffs"? - Edward Kelly, Dover. 

AN earlier correspondent referred 
to the 49th Foot being awarded 
the China Dragon. But the Dragon 
was never worn by the Hertford- 
shires (49th Foot). Can someone 
sort that one out? - R Edwards 
(ex-Beds and Hertd Herts Regt 
TA), Herlford. 

A colleague reckoned the GSM 

awarded for Op Musketeer '56 as 
the action took place in Africa, 
32 

18/64 should never have been 

which was specifically excluded in 
the rules relating to its issue. 

Moreover, in an effort to dis- 
guise Egypt's location in this conti- 
nent, the term "Near East" was 
embossed on the clasp whereas 
about 100,000 of us out there 
around that time knew it as the 
'Middle East". 

As Baldrick might sum up, "I 
think it was part of a cunning plan 
to outwit foreigners." - W H D 
Podd, Lowestoft, Suffolk. 

I AM writing on behalf of the 1st Bn 
Buffs and other soldiers who 
served in the Suez Canal Zone. I 
was there in 1951-52 when we 
were shot at by the Egyptian 
police and Army at Port Tawfiq 
and Port Fayid. I shall be writing to 
the appropriate authority about 
medal entitlement. - H H Newlng, 
Whitstable, Kent. 

Servlce numbers 
FURTHER to the replies on the 
subject of military numbers, 
before the Second World War 
Regular regiments had their own 
block numbers. 

During the war additions were 
made for various corps and units. 
When enlisting or being called up 
all started in the General Service 

Corps for six weeks primary train- 
ing before being posted. The GSC 
had block numbers in force- 1400 
5001 to 15000000and I9000001 
to 19200000. 

The system is stiii in use today, 
with all new recruits having an 
eight-digit number (eg 24072935). 

My source is Lt Col D C R Ward 
KOSB. - A F Brocklehurst, 
Penarth, S Glamorgan. 

PETE-DE-WOOD'S letter (March 
17) is incorrect. My Army number 
was 14114533. Nos 14114501 to 

14114860 were allocated in Janu- 
ary 1946 to Royal Engineers and 
REME Dotentiel officers when we 
were mustered at Sobraon Bar- 
racks, Colchester, after compiet- 
ing two-and-a-half-year Engineer 
cadet courses. 

There were some earlier, small- 
er batches whose numbers were 
probably within 14113000 and 
14114500. Haif, or slightly more, 
of these were commissioned 
during 1946. then taking six-figure 
numbers beginning P/37. - Capt J 
F Mapstone ERD, (RE retd), 
Northampton. , 

Q!amHkm 
IN the pages devoted to military 
museums (advertisement feature, 
March 17) I read that the museum 
of the Queen's Lancashire Regi- 
ment incorporates the archives 
etcof the Loyal (North) Lancashire 
Regiment. 

The proper name of the regi- 
ment was the Loyal Regiment 
(North Lancashire)from 1921 until 
its amalgamation with the Lan- 
cashire Regiment (Prince of 
Wales's Volunteers) in 1970. It 
may have been an unusual name 
but it was ours and we were proud 

of it. - Mlchael q Potter (ex- 
Loyels), Bedford. 

ON the subject of identical twins 
("Which is which Steef', March 
17), unless I am mistaken the first 
to join the Army after the end of 
National Service were W/427521 
Pie SA Farley and W/427526 Pte 
SA Farley. 

They joined in 1965, appeared 
on Hughie Green's television 
show, Double Your Money, and 
left on marriage in 1968. - K B 
Arm, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. 
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COMPETITION 659 2 
4 

OBSERVMI I r -  A R E  YOU? 
These pictures are from 
our Frank Finch cartoon 
archives. Find ten differ- 
ences in detail and you 
could be E50 richer or win 
a new book. Circle the 
differences in the bottom 
picture, cut out the whole 
panel, add your name and 
address and send to 
HOAY 659, Soldier, 
Ordnance Road, Aldershot 
Gull 2DU by May 2. D o  
not include anything else 

in your envelope. re 
than one entry can be sub- 
mit ted but photocopies 
cannot be accepted. T h e  
f irst correct entries drawn 
will be the winners. No 
comspondence of  any 
kind can be entered into. 

The names of the 
winner of  the &SO first 
prize and two runners-up 
(awarded book prizes) will 
be May announced 26 issue. in the 

s1 B 

The official magazine of the British Army 
UK 
One year A23.00 0 
Two years A40.00 0 

OVERSEAS 

One year A32.20 0 
Two years A60.00 0 

Send your chequePO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to: 
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants G u l l  2DU 

DDRESS: 

'OSTCODE: 
PLEASE USE BL 

T E L  
1414 
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IS "undress" early in the last istics) Battalion at Bulford. 

century. By today's standards 0 Background: The Royal 
it i s  an elegant and formal gar- Army Ordnance Corps War 
ment. Memorial at  The Princess 
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WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERWCE 

Full size and miniature medals 
su lied and mounted for wear 
or%splay. Send for full list of 
miniature medals, emblems, 

clasps, etc. 
211 Qoldm Crow h e ,  Catohill 
Bmnrsenwe, Wore8 Bol OLQ 
Tetenhone I015Z7) 88fms 

A m s ~ V i s a w e b r n  ~ 

national and 
international = telephone calls 

by between 
30% and SO%. 

UK or overseas. Interested? 
Call or fax-back on UK 

01630 638835 

LOST MEDALS 
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

PULLSIZEQMIMATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTWO SERVICE 

WRmE OR PHOHEFOR QlJOTA7ION 

RAYMOND D HOLDICH 
Tnhlgnr S g m  Call&rr C m h  

1 WhiteonhSmI 
London WCOH 7HA 
Td: 0111-930 1979 

in74 133493 I 
T-shirts, Sweatshirts, 
PoloS. Rugby Shirts. 
Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 
Baseba~l Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered Badges 
&Jumpers, Pennants, 
Mugs. Sports Bags a Holdalls, 
JWr& Suits a Shell suits. 

SHIPS, 
SQUADRONS 

Clubs &reunion associations. 
B!aurbuttOns, nKdds. ~~. etc 

SAE appreelatcd. 
The H d d I c  Co. ICE4 Dept S, 

WAl lc .  r nwc  or ror coiour orocnh 'Ensign to Kilcreggan. Dunbartonshire G84 OJN 

!L: 0143684 2581l2716; FAX: 0143684 2854 (-2 
M X F S  

5md sa r f w  pnce 1st 
D I Parkinson (3 WLITARY INSIGNIA 

MY l a res  fvllv dlu$mrcd 1997 
186b Lewes Road, Bnghton 

Sussex BN2 3LD GENERAL SERVICE CROSS 
LOST YOUR cn 3 MEDALS? 

S we can replace 8 

L MwnUnpSenlu,fiRiWonr, 
f'V SAE laRepl.ohmmtLiU 

W H M I - N B W l ' O N F € ~ R E  

TEL 01752 872612 FA3 812129 
p C L Y N ~  DEVON. WlDH I- 

BRITISH ARMYOFTHE RHINE 

VI5TA TIE5 @J MICHAEL JAY A S PROMOTIONS 
12 Avenue Industrial Estate 
Justin Road, London E4 8SU 

Telephone: 0181.523 3283 
Fax: 0181-531 7298 ,,% A 

lMBROlDERED 8 PRlNTEl 
CDnRTC B I FICIIDEWCAE 

TEES POLOS SwWJHlRls 

SWEATERS RUGBYJHL8MS DRAB 
NAME TAPES 

(IN SETS OF SIX TAPES) 
ANV puI)(TRy WPWED 

SAE. FOR WOE LIST. 

I s 0 ma2ers 
RepimenW 0.0. B h m  

Sports Jack- and Trousers 

sweat ahlrta 
0 Tahitia aingle 

8 muni-colc4nd 

costs only E625 (+ VAT) 
per single column centimetre 

I 
L I  Lsncaahlre Ernbmldery & 

Inslgnla Ltd., 
Knowsky Induetrial Park North, 

Klrkby, Llverpool L33 7% 
Phone: 0151+46 5161n 

............ ...... 
TEL 01731645115 
FIu'Ol737 645892 - 

.* 
TO YOUR OWN DESIGN 
- *T-SHIRTS 

* SWEATSHIRTS 

* RUGBY SHIRTS 
* DRILL TOPS 

' * SWEATERS * CAP 

,On Old,.,, d lhon * POLOSHIRTS 

U.K. MADE OLIVE GREEN 
T-SHIRlS,SWEATSHIRTS, 

For FREE colour brochure Iro 
the U.Ws leading supplier to 
H.M. Fc 

POLOSHIRTS AND CAPS. 
HUNDREDS OF 
EMBROIDERED 
STOCK DESIGN! 
AVAILABLE. 
CRfDIl TfRMI N A I U B L T  
TO H.M. rollcIs 

POLOSHIRTS €13.50 nil I 

SWEATSHIItTS E 14.50 
ItUGBYSHIK'I'S €22.50 

FROM DRILL TEES TOTAL TOPS By MAIL ORDER ONLY €22.50 A RANGE 

OF EMBROIDERED GARMENTS WITH ERIT1SH FORCES 
LEHERINQ & A CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWINQ EMBLEMS. 

SFOR BADGE, NATO FUG, 
UNION JACK (UJ), 

WELSH F U G  (WELSH), 
NO EMBLEM (NE). 
SHIRT COLOURS AVAILAELE- 
T-SHIRTS (WHlTE,OLIVE,NAVY) 
POLOSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAVY) 
SWEATSHIRW (OLIVE, NAVY) 

ORILL TOPS (EOTlLE , NAVY) 

SCOlTlSH F U G  (SC), 

RUQBVSHIRW (BOHLE,NAVY) 

WE%- MEDIUM (3848) , URGE (40) , EX-LARGE (42.44) 
%=LARGE (46) BUT N/A IN OLIVE POLOS &SWEATS. 

'ypp I COLOUR I SIZE I EMBLEM I COST 
I I I I 

'- -7 

FILL IN YOUR ADDRESS DETAILS BELOW OR IF YOU WISH TO PAY BV CREDIT CARD ( ACCESS. 
VISA. MASTERCARD.EUROWRD 1 PLEASE COMPmE IN FULL 
I 

DELIVERY/ CREDIT CARD BILUW3 ADDRESS ........... ..................... 
.......................... 

........................ 
M CARD NUMsER IS 

VAUD FROM :- VAUD TO :. ............... ........................ 

IAUTHMBETEESTOTALTO DEBlTMIC*RDASPAYMWTFMIHIORDERTOTHEVALUEOFL ....................... 

CARDHOLDERS SIQNATURE ....................................... ............... DATE .................... ................ TOTAL COST 4 U  PRICES INCUlOE P 6 P. 
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REGIMENTAL 
BROOCHES 

MADE IN OUR OWN WORKSHOPS 

Drruiiv & pricr Iirr wile ,  pAnw orfo., 
0121 551 7366 

J.M. BICKERTON 
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham BI  8 6LE 

Presenls lhal last a lifetime 

Ycl goid from f 130 Diamond from f35(!Lf?000 

Joy's Roses 
3 &Flowers Tax Free Sales PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER 

BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL 
h e s h  flowers sent daily from the nursery 

to an address in the U.K. or N.Inland 

to show thpt you haw your I& m e  in mind 
Include yovr own SpeeiOl merJage 

* Immediate delivery on most models 
* Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance 
* Part exchange * Continental delivery 

* 323 from €9,149 * 626 from €9,999 
MX5 from €1 0,099 

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR 
BFG AND BENELUX 

POOL AUTOS 
7020 Mons, Belgium 

Tel: 1651 728836 Fax: 1651 724467 

Serving the Services since 1968 
________________________________________-- - - - - - -  

Please forward details on: 
3 2 3 0  6 2 6 0  MX3O MX5O MX6O XedosC 

Other makes 0 .......................................... LHD/RHD 
Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rank .................. 
Address ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

LW 

IEW Finance at competitive rates 
uz 

Forces discounts on full Peugeot 
Range' 

A convenient and generous trade-in 
facility 

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST 
THEN COME TO THE BEST 

BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.'s No. 1 
EXPORT DEALER 

3ing Rick Barion 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write 
0: Rangers TMs. Rangers Garage. FREEPOST, Ourrington, Salisbury. 
Nilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required). 

'OST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

SEASONAL BOUQUET MIXED - E15.00 ' 
uality pewter tankards. 
ks. goblets. plates and 
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COMBATANT SERVICE 
SEA SERVICE 

AVIATION SERVICE 
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'art exchange details ............................... 
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SOLDIER 08 

.Tel No 

ARMY SERVICE 
FOREIGN SERVICE 

VOLUNTEER SERVICE 
NATIONAL DEFENCE 

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE, 
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU l&o~s 
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT 
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH I 

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wlde range of 
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LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE 
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gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish. 
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Or whaterer )our camer may he. When 
the shine eels dvll o r  dirty if only mquirer 
dusting, washing with a damp s p m g ~ .  
~nr use of common household furnilure 
d i s h .  I t  is msrantrrd not to crack. 

YOU 

Official PE Agents 

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS 

fi as LADIES & GENTS f i  peel, or harm the leather in any way. 

Look amund you and find the hrrl 
looklng leather )ou hare WPC seen 
and you w i l l  have round s m m w  
IUSing LEKrHER L U S I R E .  
'This pmdurt has heon w e d  by law 
enforcemml. fim and ~ P S C U ~ ,  sports 

personnel thmughout the world. 
orficialr. mpdicnl and miiitsr, 

(OlS80) 843333 

rn 
I 

- I 
I 

- 
50VEniw mt~u71s1. xaum m 1101111111. wmnuz YY lBll ................................................... 

............................... .................... 

....................... Del. r q .  by ....................... 
: I am 1ntcrtncd I" .......................................... 

...................... 

MESS DRESS 
SPECIALISTS 

INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT. 
All Accessories 

i BEBATTLEREADY! i CITRCJtN 

PEUGEOT ROVER 

lAUXHALL VOLVO 

I .You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS I 
UNIQUE military clothing and equipment. I 

I 
THE DIFFERENCE. I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

llll---llllllld 

FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND 
THE BEST AND KNOW 

For your FREE 
36 page colour catalogue 
write or telephone 

St. George's Works, St. George's 
Quay, Lancaster, 
Lancashire LA1 5QJ 
Telephone (01 524) 64204 

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES I 

We will x n d  you in X 01 can with [ull 

for posirrz dnd p " k q  and you uiii 
hrvc m w g h  CL> do (111 01 your rhncr. 
hell,, bum,. CIC ,  uiih plinly lrll c~vrr. 

p"ce\. 

SPECIALOFFEH - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FRED: 

I.EATIIER LUFTHE (MIDLANDS) LIMITED, (SM). 
Unlt 3, A p O  Uurinrss Park. Walrall Road. hnrfon Canes, Cannork. Staffordshire 

I n ~ ~ r Y C c l O n h  for u m ~ )  ~ S I I  piuh iml ' 

For irrrer or'kr, p1ca\c ri,,e for Imde 

~~ 

WSII 3 ~ 1 1 .  T ~ ~ : O I ~ . I J ~ S O O W  ~ ~ ~ 1 . u 1 s ~ z 7 9 7 . 1 ~ .  
...... 807 Ci"", @ f 10.Sl1 pcrcan 

.............................. ................... 
1"lSiCOal ofcans 

Name . . . . . .  

..................................................... P&Pf2.SOpWCSn . .  

IIISCOIINT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER. 

.................................. ........................... TOT,4L ENCLOSFII ............ 
Sal 14104 

Supplied. 
For All Your Uniform. 

Suit & Blazer 1 Requirements Contact. 

284-294 Ley St. 
Ilford Essex. IG1 4BS 
UK 0181 4782780 

GERMANY 05252 4631 
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Drruiiv & pricr Iirr wile ,  pAnw orfo., 
0121 551 7366 

J.M. BICKERTON 
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham BI  8 6LE 
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LW 

IEW Finance at competitive rates 
uz 

Forces discounts on full Peugeot 
Range' 

A convenient and generous trade-in 
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P.L.C.E. BRITISH ARMY 
WEBBING 92 Csmo web sets 430, 
90 Olive web secs 645, 58 web s s  
LZO, FLCE olive Bergena L85, Gart 
m hd carno pckem c50. Hundrcdr 
more t tuns  in sock Wm boats 10 
mmmsnd post tents. MAIL ORDER 
AVAUABLE. DENBIGE ARMY 
SURPLUS, Plot 34, Colommdglnd. 
Est, Dmb& Denblghshirr, U 1 6  
5TA. Ta: (01745) 814978. Oneofthc 
f e w r r m d n g g e n u i n e l a u r p ~  
warehouses m UK. Smd 5Op m 
stamps for cstalague. 

Gnry, 29, 100% genume, =-TA Second-hand hoot.hop rr- 
squaddie enjoys keepfit, dmng out, books on all subjects, espeoally rmlr- 
pubs, dubs and msy lughts m, Seeking tary history and plines. We collect1 
Btinsh and Amen- re& female T Y l b N  BOOKS, Menon Abbey 
soldier pen pals, aged 18-30. ALA Mills, M e m w  Wq, London SWl9 

REPLIES. lbrepIymapenpd,write 
P lemr and send it m Soldcar Magsline 
at the addrras below. ' h e  box number Phom moreciated. -61 w7 2RD.Ta:01815404371. ea, 
must he CLFIARLY d c t a  ln the 
TOP LEET CORNBR of the 
envelope. Your envelope must be no 
law rhpn 8" I 4" and should Contain 
only e leuer plus a photograph if 
requested. Rephes recaved m a r  thpn 
three month after the c o w  dste and 
large, heavy, or poorly mddma.od 
CmrrlOpes wmnmheforwadd. 
TO ADVERTISE POB A PEN 
PAL. Please send for dtmils 
endoriaer a sremped self- 
addmssed envelope to: sddic* 
Magazlns ,  Ordnance  Road, 
Aldershot, li.ncs G u l l  ZDU, 

Shuon, 27,5*4", a caring, blue-eyed 
blonde who enioys music, reading, 
d-g out and the mema. Scehng 
male pen pals apd 25 - 35, with 
GSOH. P950 O l M I  

Femnlc, 5'7", wlth fan hpu. EnIOys  
socidrsing, uavdhg, cycling, walk- 
ing and "nung Icuers. Secking mdc 
pen pals aged 26+ P951 _p, 

,RMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULT 
_. .. 

I V E - ~ Y  tie lor lid (20 a d s ,  
fl.080 endi): Sgt CM Edwards, WO, 
BFPO 16, pte SE Galloway, 1 Hldm .BFPO 
807: SSgt P Rlchrdson, 225 Fd SqiI R 
M O ~  RE (M), Oldbury, spt MA weller, 
157TplRegtRU:M,Cardiff:LCPlMJW 
W118on, BFPO 8w 

MIELVE-wey U0 101 ddh pfka (19 UMlS, 
E50 wchb SSpt RNBmwn, ASm, 
Aldmhot: Cpl MI Golstoo, 24 AimOb 
@de CSS Bn, Colctwter. LCpl A Dryfand. 
3 Dunn, Tk Tptr 103 Sqn Bn REME RLC, M, BFPO Redhill. 16 Sat Rtn JM DT 

Hardinp, SOTAT (G), BFPO 16: CPl 0 
Hayes, 28 Enp Rm. BFPO 31, Sat RS 
Henry, E m 0  801, WO1 R Howl&, 1 
CoMmGds,8FPO17;LCplDEKBar,RDG, BFPO 16: LCpl MA LlndOay. 62CYPrUSSP 

an RE BFPO 98. WO2 M Mwre. MOO. 
Spt PH Smlth. AFCO Reading 

_ _  
M e ,  31, 5'6", single mum with 
dark brown hpu and brown eyes. 
Enjoys waltjng, meetins people, 
samnming and music. Scciiug mnle 
pen pals aged 30 - 35ish. P960 owi 

Entertainment 
Function Bands, 
Disw & Karaoke, 

Comedians, Cabaret, 
Dance shows 
For all ranks. 

LOWIXSTDAN~PWOR~~S 
Wedding &Private functions 
Tel: 0181-789 722716645 

Fax: 0181-785 3533 
Connextions The Name 

You Can Trust! 

Absolutely urgent. wanted - LHD 
v&cles. Any condiuon, Cash buyer. 
~ e b  0181-534 4016 or 0181-555 
0823. Fax. 0181-534 W33 O O a m  to 
10.30pm seven days). T c I 

.TIMESHARE 
. FnRSA1.E 

La Manga. Spain. 
(Neon$ ,  ozrpon Abconiel 
Weeks 9 andor 10 - 
10 own in perpetuity 

__v 

01214545393. h%hirnum Order 25 
Shields. L9.95, no VAT outside the 
UK. Shielddocks L17.50. TZ 

m**ntm*nt*m**f*mnN. 

B r i w  Muitpry c.p  Spasrs and 

INKERMAN B a k s ,  PO Box 1022, 
indgnh. Send SAE far bcl to: 

Coulsdrm,  sum^ cR5 3JQ -,3 British and OWB~DB nulitary 
badges, munrs, atles, formation awns. 
Regular comprrhmslve mek lists 
L2.0a. Castle Armoury (SI, 18 Castle 
Srmt, Dover, CT16 1PW 8997 

ShortRnad,SmnhwidC=- 
B67 6NJ mm 

pohce, school, m o m c  and 
miscellaneous medals and badges. 
Send 2 x 2 6 ~  stamps for hst: 18 
Hollybank Road, Bukenhead, 
Mcrscyglde L412SY. wn, 

l u g a t  and 
erporters of h a n d w n b r o ~ d d  
bulhon badges for Army, Nay, Au 
Force, Pohcc, schools, mUcpes, clubs, 
etc. maps, banner8, sashes, coarpof- 
arms, family crests and all military 
accoummmts. Also leather gloves, 
football#, track smts. Contact: JArthur 
twr) Ixd, PO Box 301, Sidkot 
51310, FxHstm Fa:  92 432 
588605,- 
~imittd edition print of the 5orb 
mmversasy ofthe 21at SAS 
David Rowlands L42.00 
Other pnnm mdude Grapple, W, 
Derqard, Mess Mectms. For these 
d 100'9 of other bted pruns send 
Ll.85 to: S. Lebhsm, 50 Slngleron 
Cloac,landonSW17 QV. L r n  
Nnto medal widi duth forma 
Yusalpvia. Full slze L18.85 W), 
L16.25 0. Min~ame LQ.80 v) L8.50 (BPPO). Pest paid. 
m a t u r e  Medals, 30 Coventry Road, 
Burbage, Lem, LE10 2Hp. 3,- 

S p & ~ C e a - ~ ~ ~ t  
1974 mlours. Glostcls, Cheshire$, 
RWT, KOSB, Mprithnc US Mannes, 
RN, RCMP. Others. Offers: 01757 
701536nmingS. a_ 

Cap w e ,  reaimatal ties, b h r  
badges, medal& hgm. Send L1.50 
for list to: Cpvncmss (Dept S), 31 
Belle Vue Srmt, Filq, Nonh Ymks IMI 

~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ 2  

p t p r y ,  SPOm, coly.tion, 
Poet F- 

DmctFm; 

Fpmhsm GU9 7QB. 
HL & P King, 3 saxon croft, 

Dmtini., 18, S'Z", a a b  brunette 
who likes pamcs, films, music, bowl- 
ing and haw P gwd time. Secldng 
d e  pen pals mth GSOH agtd 18- 
24. P953 m m  

somadeship, wmlts, reunions. SAE 
The Canal Zonera, 16 Bridsww 
Tivickedmn TW2 7IJ. 
Lost touch aith Wads fiom yolv 
revtcr days? We wdl help you get 
back Assoaawtl, m touch 57 SAE NOrmich -Forces Canncct Close, 

Litchfleld, SIP,&, WS13 7SJ. irn 

_ej 

'Sealnun" west how% 
-, ~ s n d l y ,  ex-Foms welcome 
-m you B+B horn L14, EM L4 k d o n  invim applications fmm 
expaTsl: 01253355013 ,U, h e d  Forces permnnel about to 
Blackpool self aatrrinS tlo0. off complete engnsnnent. Must have 
pmmemde 01 rural, luxury bed and relopot dp aptlmdc. Contact: ICPA, 
hak&st. AU with private fadliues. ' h e  Churchynrd, Old Courthouse, Derby DE1 18120 INN. St Pew's 
Tkk01253696145 

CLASSIF IED A D V E R T I S E M E N T S  
Piolu, 34, 5*6", a gmgmous and F i  Newby, Pennth, Cumbria poua rXlu3i~ mettlemat 

GSOH. Enjogs walhnp, wine and SOLDIER TALK - A Squnddle's CdUlhdofi  SlUdIeS, UIUVCI~~Y of 
ea*g out seebsp male pen Hendbomk by Sirnon Cullen MBE, P o m o u t h  Apnl 23th-25th & May 
aged mid to late 30%. P958 o_ 240 PWS. A dboILaIY that c- 27th-29th, L200 per person. 

slaug, equipment, speech, operations, coursc explains and develops those 
Bev, 18, 5'10". wth M P - ~  cga officers & men. cuiomen tool!) es a r d e d  bv the assessment 

aur%omg, blueeyed with CA10 3HB Tcl: 01931 715253. - at the Insmute of Police & 
....... , ........ .............. ..... 

. . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , , , , . . . . . . . . . 

and- b m w ,  ~WVY hair. Enjop lndudcs regimen& nickmu& proass Phoncfpa: 01702 231877 or ~9, listclllllp to music, RevieMd in SOLDIER Mvch 1996. 0802 506851. W"am details - SAE 
socrd~smp, pubbing, clubbing and 65.95 - h d b  -. Chcqucs (A5) to: C u m  Management 
hDvine B mod Isunh. Seeldnu d e  to: SCOTZART. 312 Arademv S e t .  Technioues. PO Box 2002, Hocklev 

, . , - ~ .... . --.-- 
i" . i l -  

l 3 
kl 

I I I I I 

If you need more space, or do not w~sh to cut me rnagazlne, please wlite clearly on plaln paper 

NB WAMEANDADDRESSAND/OR PHONE NUMBERSHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST 
IF YOU REOUIREA CONFIDEW BOX NUMBER. ADD E2 35 (INC VAT) PER INSERllONANDTlCK B O X 0  

COST 35p PER WORD. VATAT 17 5 % U B E A D D E D  

-WORDSAT35p = E- Send to 
INSERTIONS X- 

VATAT I 7  5% -E- 
BOX NUMBER (INC VAT) = E- ORDNANCE ROAD 
TOTAL ENCLOSED - E- 
CHEOUVPO Number (Payable to SOLDIER) MTS GUI 1 ~ D U  

€- CLASSIFIED ADS - - 
SOLDIER 

ALDERSHOT 

- 
- 

AU UASIlFlED ADVERTISEMENT5 MUSI BE PREPAJDAND WILL BE INSERTED IN M E  FIRSTAVAIUBLE ISSUE 
2 
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Pacific tourists in superb 
form against German XV for Great Britain 

Capt Caroline Kirman (Int 
Corps) has been selected for 
trials with the Great Britain 
rowing squad. 

Since taklng up the sport at 
the Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst, she has notched 
up a number of successes. 

Last year she competed for 
England in the Home Coun- 
tries International champi- 
onships, winning the coxless 
palrs, which Is her specialist 
event, and coming second in 

the coxed fours event. Cur- 
rently stationed at RAF Bramp 
ton, Kirman is captain of the 
Army women's rowing team 
and a member of the Bedford 
Rowing Club. 

Capt Kirman has competed 
for the Army for three years, 
racing in all types of boat from 
skulls to an eight. 

She is currently in training 
for the Joint Services regatta 
to be held at Peterborough on 
May 17. 

Army 48, RAF 20 
AS PART of the build-up to 
their tour of the South PaciIic 
in May, the British Army (Ger- 
many) rugby squad gathered 
for five days of intense coach- 
ing during which they played 
three games. 

First match was against RAF 
(Germany) at Bradbury Bar- 
racks, Krefeld. The Army, 
against the run of play, scored 
through Capt Stuart Podmore. 
A large crowd was then treated 
to one of the most impressive 
displays of rugby seen in Ger- 
many for many years. 

By half-time the Army had 
scored four more tries through 
Stuart Podmore, Maj Simon 
Humpbrey and Sgt Stew 
Berryman (two). After the break 
Berryman grabbed his hat nick 
to make the score 36-3. 

The RAF discovered a new 
lease of life, scoring three tries 
before the Army came back 
strongly in the final eight min- 
utes when they scored two 
excellent tries through Spr 
Dean Ross and man of the 
match Cpl Steve Humphries. 

After several quality coach- 
ing sessions the Army fielded 
two XVs in Cologne against 
Germany Under-23 and the 

Want to be a windsurfer? 
REME club's got the lot . .  

ANYONE interested in learn- 
ing how to windsurf is invited Details from WO2 (AQMS) 
to contact the REME Yacht Dee Green on Andover Mil 
Club (RYC), which has a (739) 2208; civilian 01264 
ready-to-use package of equip- 382208. 

facilities in Britain and abroad. 

~~ 

ment The for purpose-built hire. trailer Massey Trophy 
contains six beginners' boards, 
six  wetsuits and bouyancy aids, 
and a dry-land simulator. 

Membership and a beginner's 
qualification give entitlement to 

Football results: 
APTC 0, REME 2; Infantry 5, RA 
o; AAc o, AMS 2; RE 1, RLC 1; 
REME 4. RLC 2; RE 11, AGC 2; 
APTC 0.  AAC 1 ; AAC 0. Infantry 7; 
AGC 1, R Signals 0; RLC 2. RA 2. 

~ __ 
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Cpl Steve Humphries out-jumps Manfred Medoch (No 5) in the match against the German National XV at 
Cologne, but the ball is safely in German hands I 
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German National XV. The out 29-5 winners, and scoring Rattenbury and LCpl Miller. 
Army were too strong for the 
German junior team, running 

five tries through WO2 Innes 
(two), Sgt Roadnight, 2nd Lt 

A memorable performance 
against the full German XV Also available, directfrom Token publishing Ltd, 

is the MEDAL YEARBOOK 1997-the collectors' 
price guide to orders, decorations and medals. 
Fully illustrated throughout with a medal ribbon 
chart and Orders infull colour. An easy and 
informative reference for the specialist or beginner. 
This year we have included the Fees for 
miniature medals as well as reoising the rest of the 
prices in line with recent market mooements. 
The Medal Yearbook is n must for collectors, 
military historians and militaria enthusiasts 

MEDAL 
YEARBOOK B 
f12.95 (f2.50 p&p) 

ended in a 24-9 victory for the 
Army, with Gdm Car1 Leech, 
Lt Charlie Waggett and Spr 
Franky Green scoring tries. 

The tour squad has three 
more warm-up games, against 
Holland, DIOK (the European 
FIRA club champions) and 
North Germany. 

. 
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TO TOUR NEW ZEALAND AND FIJI ~ 

Williams (1 GS RLC); 2nd L! Rattenbury (2 CS 
RLC); Cpl Matheson (l(UK) ADSR); Sgt Mundie, 
Cpl Humphries. Cpl Bembridge (7 Sig Regt); Cpl 
Wood (200 Sig Sqn); LCpl Davies (3 Bn REME); 
Cpi Davies (14 Sig Reg); Capt Glasgow (HQ 
ARRC); Maj Humphrey (HQ UKSC(G)); SSgt 
Neighbour (2 Sig Regt). 

ARMY (GERMANY) RUGBY TEAM 
(LD); Lt Waggett, WO2 Innes, Cpl 

Bevan, Cpl Powell, LCpi Lockyer, Tpr Jones, Tpr 
Meredith (all QDG); Capt Podmore (26 RA); Cpl 
Fazakerly, Cpl Sanger (21 Eng Regt); Sgt Thomas 
(28 Engr Regt); Spr Ross Spr Green (35 Engr 
Regt); Sgt Berryman, Gdsm Leech (Coldm Gds); 
CaDt Lewis (REMEll RHF): SSgt Tinsdale, SSgt 

Firemen douse Army's flames 
English Fire Service 3, Army 0 

YET another very hastily re- 
arranged Army side took on an 
English Fire Service team con- 
taining old Army stalwarts Sig 
Paul Brown and Simon Bam- 
brook, writes Derrick Bly. 

Bambrook, in fact, laid on 
two of the goals in a 3-0 \ictory 
for the firemen at Sheffield. 

Coach QMSI Duncan Rus- 
sell sent on Pte Lee Badrock (1 
Cheshire), first of this year's 
impressive youth squad to 
experience first team action, 
and he gave a good account of 
himself. 

Netherlands 3, CS 0 
The Netherlands retained 

the Kentish Cup with a 3-0 vic- 
tory over British Combined 
Services at Ermelo in Holland. 

Although the visitors had the 
better of the earlier exchanges, 
a three-goal burst by the Dutch 
side mid-way through the 
second half ended British 

went ahead through SEME's 
Cfn Ritchie Gunning. 

Three minutes from the 
break, Gunning was fouled on 
the edge of the box and Watts 
bent the ball over the wall and 
inside the right post. The 
Army made it three in the 49th 
minute, Gunning slipping the 
ball through to Jackson for the 
SEME youngster to beat the 
advancing 'keeper. 

On the hour, the Army 
scored a superb fourth when 
Watts unleashed a tremendous 
35-yarder which the Navy 
'keeper touched but could not 

stop as it rocketed into the roof 
of the net. 

After the Navy had reduced 
the arrears, Watts completed a 
superb performance by curling 
another free luck inside the 
opposite post for a 6-1 lead, 
and his hat trick. The Navy 
further reduced the arrears just 
before the end when the home 
defence for once were caught 
flat-footed. AT Greg Dick ( I  1 Sig Re& 

was the architect of many of 
the Army moves and looks set 
for an early call-up to the 
senior squad. 

41 

I 
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hopes of retaining the trophy. 

Army Youth 6, RN Youth 2 
The Army Youth side put on 

a superb display against the 
Royal Navy at Aldershot to lift 
the junior Inter-Service trophy. 

In the fourth minute they 
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Mal Rob Hewing RLC, 5 AB Bde, winner of the open competilion and his eg% group, canms to vlctory 

Herring paddles off 
with ‘quad’ trc 
TOP mathlete Maj Rob Her- 
ring (RLC) added canoeing to 
his impressive list of sporting 
skills on the way to winning the 
Army’s first open invitation 
quadrathlon championship. 

Put on by the Army Physical 
Training Corps and the Royal 
Engineers at Hawley Training 
Area, the competition amact- 
ed more than 50 individual and 
40 team enmes. 

Organised by world and 
European quadrathlon cham- 
pion Capt Ted Martin from 
ASPT and hosted by WO 
Geordie Alhaji of 3 RSME 
Regiment, the event began 
witha 1,500mswiminthepool 
at Gibraltar Barracks. Next 
morning the 7km kayak 
course, a 35km cycle race and 
7km cross counny tested the 
mental and physical resolve of 
the athletes. 

First male home was the 

Army mathlete champion Rob 
Herring, currently serving 
with 5 AB Bde in Aldershot. 
He chanced his luck in a canoe 
and got away with it, and also 
won his 35-39 year age group 
prize after producing an overall 
time of 2hr 25min -seven min- 
utes behind the strong ASPT 
relay team that came first in a 
time of 2hr 18min. 

Winning women’s time was 
2hr 44min, recorded by Gina 
Vaughan, the British champi- 
on. First Army competitor was 
Cfn Hawkins REME with a 
time of 2hr 47min. 

Other notable performances 
were from the Royal Engi- 
neers, with Spr Jenkins and 
Maj Wildish second and third 
respectively in the open com- 
petition. 

LCpl Hurst (RLC) was 
second Army woman to cross 
the line 

’ PhY 
I 

Mal Tlm Wlldlsh, who was thir 
overall, finishes the 7km run 

Canoe do iriis r 
VOLUNTEERS are wanted 
from Royal Logistic Corps per- 
sonnel for male and mixed 
teams to take part in the Army 
canoe polo championships at 
Devizes from May 30 to June 
1. No previous experience of 
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from Capt R Schofield, 29 
Regt RLC, South Cerney, tel 
738 8155. 

RCT reunion 
ALL Regular or ex-Regular 
personnel who represented 

5,1993 are invited to the RCT 
CorpsiBAOR football reunion 
at Defence Scbool of Trans- 
porI, Normandy Barracks, 
Leconfield, East Yorkshire, on 
June 6 and 7. More informa- 
tion from WO1 vommy) 
Raven, Lecodield Mil5488. 

Fleet of 
foot Alan 
wins for 
third time 
CPL Alan Shepherd (24 Armd 
Fd Amh) won the Army hal‘ 
marathon tide, run in conjunc 
tion with the Fleet Half 01. 

March 23, for the third consec- 
utive time, and in doing so led 
the Army to victory in the 
Inter-Service championships. 

And he did so in style, cross- 
ing the line in lhr 7min 17sec, 
seven seconds faster than his 
previous best set in 1995. 

He was followed home by 
two BAD Kineton runners, 
LCpl Paul Hatwood (1:09.15) 
and Cpl Paul Aston (1:10.37). 
Both Hatwood and Aston took 
well over two minutes off their 
previous best performances. 

BAD Kineton took the team 
honours, their third scoring 
runner, veteran Maj Clive 
Osbome, finishing in 25th 
place. Second team were 28 
Engineer Regiment, for whom 
Cpl Peter Jackson (6th), SSgt 
Martin Brady (13) and LCpl 
Riley (22) featured. 

In the Inter-Service cate- 
gories, the Army’s men 6n- 
ished comfortably ahead of the 
Royal Air Force, with the 
Royal Navy third. 

Shepherd’s overall placing in 
the race was an excellent sev- 
enth, less than four minutes 
behind the winner, Great 
Britain cross-country intema- 
tional Gary Staines. 

Pte Alison Armstrong, also 
from the strong Kineton 
stable, was the first Army 
woman to finish, recording a 
time of 125.18. Cpl Sonia 
Hurst (Army Sch of Catering) 
ran for charity and finished 
second, while WO2 Karen 
Mitchell (HQ Land) was thirc 
overall and winner of t h i  
women’s veterans’ title in a 
time of 1:35.55. 

Together, they won the 
Inter-Service honours, com- 
fortably beating the Navy, 
while the RAF were one short 
of a full team. 

Cap1 Peter Marsh (D Log 
Pln), now back from injury, 
ran superbly to finish tenth and 
claim the veteran men’s title in 
1:13.44, ahead of Clive 
Osborne in second and Maj 
Colin Walker (38 Engr Regt) 
in third. Inter-Service gold 
went to the RAF veterans. 
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vn m e  m p s  or me noyai ~ i ~ e n  nail, wmre nrnr 
student bandmasters received BA degrees on 
completing courses at the Royal Military School 
of Music, Kneller Hall. The degrees, conferred 
by Kingston University, were the first in the 140- 
year history of the RMSM 
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