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N VILLAGERS CHOOSE OFFICER AS MR MAYOR

{

~ il BOSNIA

“Mayoral” visit: Lt Charles Macdonald, Life Guards, with Bosnian pig farmer Goran Drasco

Stys the limit as
Life Guards brin

home the bacon

PEOPLE in a Bosnian village are so grateful for the help given them
by a troop of Life Guards that they have named their pigs after British
regiments and invited the troop leader to become their mayor.

Lt Charles Macdonald, Life
Guards, reluctantly declined
the honour bestowed on him
by the villagers of Orahova, a
small town on the Bosnian-
Croatian border.

He and his soldiers have
returned to Windsor after six
months in former Yugoslavia,
but he plans to make a brief
visit in the summer.

When they started their tour
last August, Lt Macdonald and
1 Troop, B Squadron, The Life
Guards found a leaderless and
confused mixture of refugees
in Orahova.

Six months later they left
behind a community fast
establishing small business and
farming co-operatives.

Their legacy includes a pig
farm, the occupants of which
have been named in honour of

| FULL PAY SCALES - NEXT ISSUE

British regiments. So pleased
was farmer Goran Drasko with
the help he received from the
soldiers that he called his prize
sow “Life Guard”.

And when Maj Gen Evelyn
Webb-Carter, Commander
MND(SW), visited the project
he was delighted to learn that
one piglet had been named
“Grenadier Guard” after his
old regiment.

Orahova was subjected to
sustained artillery bombard-
ments during the civil war, and
when the Life Guards arrived
there they discovered no one
had worked for five years.

“We had to get them to help
themselves,” said Lt Macdon-
ald, “and to develop a sense of
community so that they were
self-sustaining and not living
off aid.”

He identified some of the
more motivated people in the
village and those who showed
potential to become communi-
ty leaders. A flow of business
plans and requests for aid were
put to the Life Guards, who
passed on about 50 ideas for
approval and funding.

He plans to return to see
how the work is progressing.

Soldiers of B Squadron will
be remembered elsewhere in
Bosnia for their assistance to
local communities. In Seskovci,
a wicker factory has opened
thanks to their support and
funding from the Overseas
Development Administration.

Progress will be monitored
by A Squadron, based at Banja
Luka, which has taken over
from B Squadron for a six-
month tour.
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Brig William Hurrell (left), Commander 49 (East)
Brigade, presents part-time soldier Sgt Gary
Branigan with the trophy for Exercise Polar Chal-
lenge. Sgt Branigan is serving with D Company,

6th (Volunteer) Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regi-
ment based in Cambridge. Polar Challenge is the
annual two-day military skills competition for Ter-
ritorial Army units of 49 Brigade.

Report condemns
racist name-calling

RACIALLY offensive language, behaviour and attitudes are a “significant feature”
of life in the British Army, says a review of ethnic minority initiatives within the
Service. The findings have been accepted by the Ministry of Defence.

The report, which was com-
missioned by the MoD follow-
ing the introduction of ethnic
monitoring in 1993, identifies
two main challenges facing the
Army: racial abuse and the
recruiting of a workforce that
reflects the ethnic diversity of the
United Kingdom as a whole.

It found that many white
personnel had a poor under-
standing of living and working
among ethnically diverse people,
and that some were openly
resistant, if not hostile, to the
prospect of a significantly larger
presence within the Army of
people from black minority
communities.

“Even among officers, some
quite senior, there was an over-
all sense that while some of the
high-profile individual cases
were regrettable, these were
not taken to be indicative of a
culture which was in general

unwelcoming of black people.”

Latest figures show that 1.5
per cent of nearly 75,300 Army
personnel identified them-
selves as “Black” or “Asian”.
The most senior recorded
black officer holds the rank of
lieutenant colonel.

The report noted a high level
of consensus among black sol-
diers about the incidence of
racially-based abuse during the
stressful initial training phase.

It said black soldiers felt that
they had to work harder to gain
acceptance than their white
counterparts.

“There was also felt to be
some variance between differ-
ent regiments, with the more
trade or technically-oriented
regiments felt to be slightly
easier to survive in,” it con-
cluded.

Some white soldiers had
acknowledged “that the gener-

al culture of name-calling and
robust banter might be more
hurtful for black soldiers,
though others felt that some
just “got on with it” while others
made an issue of their colour.

In accepting that mistakes
had been made in the past and
that more needed to be done to
manage ethnic diversity in the
Armed Forces, the MoD said
much of what had been recom-
mended was already policy.

A spokesman said name-call-
ing was totally unacceptable
and would not be tolerated.

The new Armed Forces Bill,
effective from April 1, will
allow Service personnel to take
complaints of racial discrimi-
nation to an industrial tri-
bunal. Until now, complaints
of this nature have been dealt
with through the Service’s
internal complaints proce-
dures.

Pre-election Defence
topics from Parliament

Recruiting
successes
acclaimed

WITH the trained manpower
establishment of the Regular
Army standing at 106,000,
Armed Forces Minister Nicholas
Soames gave MPs good news
on recruiting.

Answering Commons ques-
tions from Mr Norman Hogg on
March 11, he said: “The Army
has already recruited 664 offi-
cers from a target of 730 for the
year and 13,650 soldiers from a
target of 15,100 — a 50 per cent
increase on the year.”

He went on: “The Govern-
ment are hugely proud of the
Army. We have throughout had
the clear objective that the Army
should be brilliantly trained and
properly equipped for future
wars and operations, and | am
glad to say that that is now the
case.”

Mr Soames also joined Salis-
bury MP Robert Key in plaudits for
the Adjutant-General's “superb”
advertising campaign to help
recruiting. “It has won many
awards in this country and
abroad and we are extremely
pleased with it,” he said.

O O o

Because of “deficiencies in
contemporary medical record
keeping” the exact number of
anthrax inoculations given to
British soldiers in the Gulf War is
not known, Mr Soames said in a
written reply on March 17.

Answering a question by Dr
David Clark, he said the anthrax
programme, which started in
January 1991, consisted of a
course of three vaccinations
over a period of seven weeks.

§ Its a fact SR

AVERAGE weekly rent in Ser-
vice married quarters in Eng-
land, Scotland and Wales is
£56.07 for officers and £35.93
for other ranks. Rents have
gone up by between 2.7 and
9.1 per cent this year, com-
pared with 1.5 per cent in 1993-
94. — Parliamentary reply.
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NEWSEINES

Army needs more
wide open spaces

THE Ministry of Defence is
one of the largest land-owners
in Britain, but Army units
based in the United Kingdom
are unable to find sufficient
training areas.

According to an MoD report
on the management of its estates,
Striking a Balance 97, the
problem is serious and needs
to be addressed urgently. The
shortage is, say the authors,
“adversely affecting readiness
and military capability.”

Requirements for the wide
open spaces over which the
Army can range its vehicles,
artillery and soldiers increased

| Its a fact Seey

APART from English, Armed
Forces recruiting publicity is
printed in Bengali, Gujerati,
Hindi, Punjabi, Urdu and
Welsh. — Parliamentary reply.

dramatically with the return to
Britain of 15,000 troops at the
end of the Cold War. Demand
for training areas in Britain
now exceeds supply by 34 per
cent and is set to increase when
the Army’s Apache artack heli-
copters are introduced.

The MoD would like to have
a further 85,000 acres, an area
similar in size to Salisbury
Plain, but stresses it has no
plans to purchase such large
tracts of land.

Small areas adjacent to the
major training areas may be
bought, but most of the short-
fall must be made up through
greater efficiency, increased use
of private land, borrowed RAF
training areas and facilities
overseas. Canada and Kenya
are noted as particularly useful
foreign training grounds.

The virtual battlefield of

computer simulators will also
play an increasingly important
training role. More and more
soldiers will complete at least
part of their training without
getting their boots muddy.

Striking a Balance 97 also
revealed the computer technol-
ogy being used to control the
noisy impact of live-firing in
areas located near civilian
communities.

The Gunfire Noise Analysis
Tool (GNAT) uses software on
a conventional lap-top com-
puter to consider weather con-
ditions, targets, topographical
features and the type of ammu-
nition in wuse, and predict
whether noise levels will be
within acceptable levels.

The system, which is still
being developed, is already in
use on Otterburn ranges in
Northumberland.

o B - e T e

FOLLOWING the success of
the 7th Armoured Brigade
exercise in Poland last autumn,
a battle group based on The
King’s Royal Hussars deployed
to the Drawsko-Pomorskie
training area for high intensity
combined arms training.

It was only the second time
since the end of the Cold War
that British tanks had crossed
NATOQ’s eastern border.

Deployment of the battle
group on Exercise Prairie

T e ?,ii & 3

" el

Challenger main battle tanks of The King's Royal Hussars on the move during Exercise Prairie Eagle

Hussars

exercise
in Poland

Eagle took place over two days
under Bielefeld-based 24 Tpt
and Mov Regt RLC.

Main elements comprised B
and C Squadrons, KRH and
No 3 Company, Coldstream

Guards, based in Munster.
Also involved were 35 Engi-
neer Regiment from Hameln;
4 Armd Bde Sig Sgn from
Osnabruck; and elements of 3
Battalion REME, Paderborn;
and 1 GS and 2 CS Regiments
RLC from Gutersloh.

Support was provided by 3
Armd Fd Amb (Sennelager);
40 Regt RA and 32 Engr Regt
(Hohne); 12 Spt Regt RLC
(Whulfen); and 115 Pro Coy
RMP (Munster).

What the papers have been saying

Rescued
eagle to
be freed

A GOLDEN eagle rescued from
captivity by a Royal Green Jack-
ets patrol in Bosnia is to be
released into the wild in Scot-
land. The bird had been shot by
a hunter who planned to stuff it
or sellitto a zoo. — Times

J A British aid worker told
how the SAS rescued him from
rebel-held southern Albania and
flew him to safety in an RAF heli-
copter, — Daily Express

J High levels of the pesti-
cides linked to Gulf War syn-
drome have been found on
apples, peaches and oranges.
One in 1,000 apples in the High
Street is thought to have more of
the organophosphate residues
than scientists believe to be a
safe daily intake. — Daily Mail

1 Doctors and nurses in the
USA treating victims of Gulf War
sickness believe they have
caught the disease from patients
and passed it on to members of
their families. — Sunday Express

J A Chinese Army rugby
team in Hong Kong beat The
Black Watch 12-7. — Times

J The Army is reconsidering
its ban on homosexuality. A new
code of conduct is being drafted
which may make it possible for
soldiers to admit to a homosexu-
al orientation provided their con-
duct does not impinge directly
on their unit's operational effec-
tiveness. — Guardian

1 Steven Spielberg was on
the verge of abandoning plans
to film a £62.5m war movie in
England after the MoD had been
unable to find 2,000 troops to
appear in a reconstruction of the
D-Day landings — Daily Express

§ 1ts a fact Sy

STRENGTH of frontline infantry
is about 24,200, against a corre-
sponding establishment of
26,200. Armed Forces Minister
Nicholas Soames said: “The
infantry is fully able to meet its
responsibilities.” — Parliamen-

tary reply.
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Centres of

FOLLOWING my recent observa-
tions on the ideas of a man
attempting to help homeless ex-
Service personnel, I've met some
interesting people with a variety of
perspectives on the situation. i've
also been introduced to the work
of specialist organisations.

One such is the Ex-Service
Fellowship  Centres, whose
London headquarters | visited in
an effort to learn more about their
work. | took away their annual
report and, instead of glancing
through it on the train, as | had
intended, spent the journey
engrossed in the accounts of their
endeavours,

In 1932 a canteen and recre-
ation room for destitute ex-Ser-
vicemen was opened in
Belvedere Road, Lambeth. Grad-

compassion

been an airborne soldier . . .
where did he do his training . . . “in
Angola” was the prompt reply.

® Another, claiming to have
served in the Guards. What was
his rank? “l was just a soldier . . .
never became a general.”

On the positive side there are
those who can be helped. Here's
another extract:

“Among the ex-Servicemen we
met during the year was a former
officer . . . a victim of alcoholism,
now trying with some success to
rebuild his life. His requests were
modest and we did our best to
help with his needs and to main-
tain the self-esteem he has tried
so hard to re-acquire.”

The London Relief Centre
deals with problems at the coal-
face. One man, clearly cautious
about my interest,

ually the facilities
expanded and by
1969 the charity
became the EFC.
Today it runs several
projects offering
accommodation and
support in Sussex
and London.

The London Relief
Centre, also their HQ,
interviews around five
people a day claiming
to be ex-Service, and
it helps if it can.

Grants and donations to help
fund the work come from individu-
als and organisations such as the
Army Benevolent Fund, the RAF
Benevolent Fund and the Royal
British Legion. A host of people
give their time, money and energy
to help.

Running such a charity must
take guts. There will be times
when the decision to help or to
refuse is almost impossible to
make. In the annual report there
are extracts from the meticulous
records. Here are a few:

@ Ex-infantryman (reeking of
booze) desperate to go up to
Scotland to see his sister “whom
he has not seen for 14 years” . . .
the very same sister he had not
seen for 16 years last year when
the coach station refused to cash
in his EFC travel warrant.

@ A chancer claiming to have

warned that every-
one starts out an ide-
alist and ends up a
cynic. | agree — but
even cynics can do
something construc-
tive,

Homelessness,
like every other issue
which affects ex-Ser-
vice people, is a
victim of fashion.
The media picks it up
and puts it down at
will. Images are carefully chosen
and discarded if they don't fit the
brief. But the problem is ever-pre-
sent.

| think it is possible to find a
way of involving serving people in
projects which might help to iden-
tify ex-Service personnel who
want some kind of assistance. |
am also convinced that if such a
project could be linked to training
and quaiifications it would appeal
as much to the tired cynic — who
would gain something tangible —
as to the wide-eyed idealist.

If you would like to know more
about the work of the EFC you can
find them at 8 Lower Grosvenor
Place, London SW1W OEP.

@® Cari Roberts presents
Counterpoint on BFBS radio.
Write to her at BFBS, BFPO
786; c/o Soldier.

SITTING PRETTY?

Capt lan “Taff” Hughes of 186 (TEE) Workshop Company
REME (V), runs the risk of being called a poser by his
colleagues as he helps children from St Joseph’s Prima-
ry School, Gateshead, in a “people who wear uniforms”
project as part of an OFSTED inspection.

“As the school falls within the recruiting area of 186
Coy - based in Walker, Newcastle upon Tyne — we look
forward to seeing some familiar faces in ten years’ time,”

said Taff.
8

A medium breaker from the Combat Power Tool Kit in the capable
hands of Sprs Jo Buchanan and Rebecca Scott, part of a detachment
from 101 HQ Squadron (M) of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engi-
neers (Militia) who tackled construction projects to develop the facili-
ties at the Overmonnow Family Centre in Monmouth

MoD committed to
nursery school
provision abroad

SERVICE families based overseas
should not be at a disadvantage
because they could not benefit
from the United Kingdom-based
scheme for nursery vouchers
towards the cost of education of
children aged four.

Armed Forces Minister Nicholas
Soames said in a written answer to
Parliament that the MoD was com-
mitied to providing nursery educa-
tion overseas for parents unable to
use the voucher scheme to which
they would be entitled in the UK.

He said: “The MoD will endeav-
our to provide the same standard
of nursery education as that on
offer in the UK, but there will be a
difference in the way it is run.

“In the UK, where there will be
open competition between play-
groups and schools, parents will
potentially have a wide choice of
places to use a voucher: overseas,
the Services sponsor both schools
and playgroups and the choice will
inevitably be limited.”

Mr Soames said that rather than
adopt the voucher system over-
seas, the MoD intended to provide
direct funding to schools and play-

groups. . . . nursery education will
be free at source for all four-year-
olds who attend an accredited
provider.”

Schools and playgrounds over-
seas will have to pass an inspec-
tion to meet Department of
Education standards, with the
scheme being phased in over 12
months starting in September.

In smaller, isolated detachments,
the MoD would look at a form of
voucher system. In areas where it
was impossible to provide any facil-
ity, parents would be warned in
advance of a posting, he said.

By the left,
quick write

A REMINDER that the deadline
for a £1,000 short story com-
petition is fast approaching.

The Leeds-based Royal
Armouries Museum and the
Ex-Services Mental Welfare
Society are jointly looking for
the best fiction or non-fiction
on the topics of military life,
wartime or peace.

Entries must be 1,000 words
or less and submitted, enclos-
ing a donation of £5, no later
than April 30.

Full details appeared in the
Diary pages (March 17).

Send them to Competition
Secretary, Ex-Services Mental
Welfare Society, Broadway
House, The Broadway, Wim-

bledon SW19 1RL.

Worthy
Fellows

FELLOWSHIP awards from the
Institute of Financial Accountants-
International Association of Book
Keepers have been made to Capt
Phillip Spencer, Capt Paul Hartley
and SSgt Susan Dixon, the first to
be granted to serving members of
the Staff and Personnel Support
Branch of the Adjutant General's
Corps.

Spar-ring partner

NAAFI has chosen Spar as a retail partner to convert its 200 shops
in the United Kingdom into a “world-class operation for the next mil-

lennium.

Worth £500m over the next five years, the contract was awarded
after extensive trials with Londis and Costcutter as well as Spar.

The new partnership programme starts in May, with all UK shops
scheduled to be modernised by April next year.

“Naafi’s understanding of the Armed Forces, coupled with Spar’s
retail expertise, provides an unbeatable service to today’s Service
personnel,” said Richard Burton, Naafi's retail director.

Swings and roundabouts: Local resident Saman-
tha Fishwick pictured with Lt Col (Retd) John
Woodcliffe, area manager for Area 10, moments
after they had jointly opened a new play park — part

of ongoing improvement

work at
Crookham - provided for the Defence Housing
Executive and Building Property Facilities Manage-

vices Ltd.

Church

ment by Middlesex-based Recreational Supply Ser-

With them at the park, which has sprung doors to
deter dogs, are Samantha’s son Jacob (on her
right) and another youthful participant at the event.
Samantha's husband, Stuart, serves with 613
TACP, HQ 5 Airborne Brigade, Aldershot.

High demand forces revamp for
lodging scheme arrangements

TRANSITIONAL arrangements for
the Lodging Allowance (LA)
replacement scheme have been
revised 1o ease the flow of appli-
cants to the new Accommodation
Agency.

The agency had been expeti-
encing “considerable difficulty” in

meeting the unexpectedly high
demand for accommodation since
the scheme began on March 1, the
MoD Project Office said.

Run by Hambro Countrywide
Management Services, the agency
was introduced to remove the tax
liability on Lodging Allowance,

VACANCIES
exist at an
adventure
training
hostel in Keswick run by The
King’s Own Royal Border Regi-
ment.

Ideally placed for training in
the north of the Lake District,
the centre can accommodate

Lake extra = -

any group
to 40

rooms  of
two to 14 bunks. Charges are
made for use of the hostel, but
discounts are available to
larger groups. Camp site facili-
ties are also available. Ring

017687-75863 for details.

which currently costs £7m each
year.

Initial transitional arrangements
were aimed at transferring all exist-
ing claimants into agency accom-
modation by October 1 this year.

The new transitional arrange-
ments allow all current LA
claimants to continue receiving the
allowance, provided they remain
qualified in all respects, for the
duration of their present posting or
until March 31 1999, whichever is
the earlier.

Although the revised arrange-
ments will mean that the MoD will
now no longer save £5m this finan-
cial year, it is expected that the
ministry will still achieve a saving of
maore than £80m over the long-
term costings period.

Picture: Terry Champion

In brief
Tea-ing up
for big event

IF the sergeant major invites you
for a friendly cuppa on June 11,
don't panic — it's in a good cause.

He will probably only be look-
ing for an opportunity to ask you
to take part in “The Big Brew Up”
being held Army-wide by SSAFA
Forces Help on that day.

Many of the ideas for the fund-
raising event are still under
wraps, but units everywhere are
being asked to come up with
ideas for what is being described
as “T-Day”.

SSAFA Forces Help, on 0171
403-8783, can give more details.

One for
the book

AIRBORNE Forces are to
faunch their charitabie fund-
raising project for the year on
May 11 at their old war-time
home, Hardwick Hall in
Derbyshire. The discount
voucher booklet covers a
wide selection of goods,
ranging from watches to hotel
accommodation, and there
will be a prize draw.

Switch for
SSVC TV

ON March 1, SSVC became
British Forces Television (BFBS
TV). The change reflects the
MoD'’s decision to award its five-
year, £60m broadcasting con-
tract to the SSVC media group.

School
guide

DESCRIBED as the most com-
prehensive directory of indepen-
dent schools available, the
Gabbitas Guide to Independent
Schools should prove invaluable
fo any parents wishing to make
the best provision for their
child’s future.

The publication (£11.99p
paperback, ISBN 0 7494 2255
6) is available from booksellers
or direct from publishers Kogan
Page, tel 0171 278-0433.

Kids’ break

SSAFA Forces Help are organis-
ing a holiday for special needs
children at Fairthorne Manor,
Hants from August 9-15. This is
the first year the organisation
has taken on the holiday, previ-
ously run by RAF Hospital Weg-
burg. For details contact Alison
England, Volunteers Project Offi-
Icer. JHQ Mil 2272 or 3392.
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GUNNERS from Germany, the United
Kingdom and Denmark took part in Shell-
drake Spear, the biggest field training exer-
cise in Germany this year, when 1 (UK)
Armoured Division deployed as part of
NATO’s rapid reaction corps (ARRC).
For many of the 2,000 troops taking
part, the exercise on the ranges at Bergen-
Hohne and Munster-Sud was the closest
they had ever come to offensive operations.
The Royal Artillery provides a protective
covering for the British armoured forma-
tion. While air defence covers the

R R

Pointer to the future: 129 Dragon Battery engages opposing forces with devastating firepower

ahead,” he said. “It is a major learning
exercise for the players and organisers and
will show us what is possible both now and
in the future.

“Historically, battles have been won by
armies who can co-ordinate concentrated
firepower quickly and effectively around
the battlefield. This exercise has demon-
strated our ability to achieve this with dev-
astating effect.”

Brigade Major, HQRA, Maj [an Bayliss
was equally enthusiastic: “With computer-

generated exercises becoming an increasing
part of military life, it is vital that we do not
lose sight of the best training of all — in the
field. Only by doing something for real, and
learning from the experience, can we truly
prepare ourselves for our combat role.”
Central to this ability is BATES, the Bat-
tlefield Artillery Target Engagement
System. Although originally conceived to
counter a threat from the former Warsaw
Pact, it has now been refined and reconfig-
ured for its new role. This fully comput-
erised system can instantly assess

immediate airspace above and around
the division, field artillery reaches out
to almost 30km in front of and across
the flanks, The division has its own
artillery, known as the Divisional
Artillery Group (DAG), under com-
mand.

Shelldrake Spear was designed to
exercise the DAG throughout the
depth of the battlefield — deep, close
and rear operations — in all phases of
war. It included live firing and
manoeuvre of all gun batteries, the
Army Air Corps and the Royal Air
Force.

Driving force behind the exercise
was Commander Royal Artillery, Brig
John Keeling, who was in no doubt as
to its significance.

“This is an ambitious and explor-
atory exercise to see how far we have

B

come in the technological sense and to
give us plenty of steers to the way
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I'm in charge: Sgt Peter Bishop, 129 Dragon Bty, pre-
pares charges for the AS90 rounds

what is available to fire on the target
and then prioritise and deliver the
firepower.

With BATES, the call for fire from
the Forward Observation Officer
(FOO) can go almost direct to the gun
in seconds. Inside the gun itself, a dis-
play unit will provide the data for
barrel direction and elevation, fuse
setting, and type of round. This will
then be processed with additional
data on wind speed and direction,
temperature, air density and even
rotation of the earth, to ensure that
the rounds hit their target every time.

Capt Dougie MacKay said
BATES had considerably enhanced
operational effectiveness.

And the environment inside the
gun has changed out of all recogni-
tion, as S8gt Angus Makin explained.

“For those of us used to the raised
voices and frenetic activity of the old

idges and Roger Lortie, Media Ops

Pictures: Sgt Dave Bri

days, the silence is quite eerie,” he said.

Brig Keeling believed Shelldrake Spear
had been an overwhelming success.
Inevitably mistakes were made but the
learning process and training value had
been immense. It also proved that despite
the considerable restrictions placed upon
training, particularly in Germany, these
exercises can still be carried out to tremen-
dous effect, he said.

Main elements from Germany were

Headquarters Royal Artillery (Herford),
12 Regt RA (Paderborn), 40 Regt RA
(Hohne), 26 Regt and 1 Regt Army Air
Corps (Gutersloh), 52 Battery, 4 Regt RA
and 4 Armd Bde Sig Sgn (Osnabruck). Air
power was provided by courtesy of RAF
Laarbruch, with 39 Regt RA and 101 Regt
RA (V) travelling from the UK.

They were supported by a Troop from
the Light Dragoons and 35 Armd Engr
Sqgn from 32 Engr Regt (Hohne), 2 Arty Sp

Above - On the road: AS90 makes a tactical move during Exercise Shelldrake Spear

Left — Ground cover: LCpl Stephen Hodge, 1 Regt AAC, provides defensive cover as a Lynx
TOW lifts off for the battlefield
Below - Prepare to fire: The environment inside AS90 is strangely quiet for old hands used
to older artillery systems

Sqn, 1 GS Regt RLC (Gutersloh), Det, 14
Topo Sgn RE (Monchengladbach) and ele-
ments of 1 RMP (Herford).

For the 5th Artillery Battalion, King’s
Artillery Regiment from Denmark, it was a
rare and valuable opportunity to train with
the division. Although it had to leave its
guns behind, the 50-strong contingent was
able to practise interoperability and to
build on the joint warfare experience of the
two armed forces.
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Pictured with just a fraction of the 12 sacks brimming with toys which members of G Bty,
7 Para RHA, are delivering to their colleagues serving in Bosnia are LBdr Stewart Strathdee
and SSgt Mick Holford.

The toys, which will be distributed to local children, were given to the Aldershot-based bat-
tery by June Norton, whose 16 grandchildren were happy to dig into their cupboards for such
a deserving cause.

Students and staff from 22 Army
Education Centre had qmpré\feagi
ience in Westminster wi
gidcﬁhroyd, Speaker of the House of Cqmmgﬂrséeas
art of the centre’s Education for F“romoho_n c viéit
° Topics discussed during their 40-minute

ranged -
from the meaning
Armed Forces to what the Spea

when she retires . . .

Picture: Mike Weston

i the
arliamentary control over
ker intends to do

Movilz mzating |

In one of his last visits as Chief o
the Defence Staff, Fd Marshal Sir j£*
Peter Inge talks to Cpl Ooms, a
mortar gun commander with the
Netherlands 11 Air Mobile Brigade
at Deelan Air Base.

In its role as the independent
light rapid deployment force of the
Dutch Army, 11 Air Mobile has
close links with the United King-
dom'’s 24 Air Mobile.

Fd Marshal Inge, who has since
been succeeded by Gen Sir
Charles Guthrie, watched a
demonstration of airmobile opera-
tions before meeting soldiers who
had put on static displays for him.

.%%\\

" ‘
jym ™.

Giood Jor

Kgn Paul McMullan is pre- s Rl
sented with an award by Clr f

Frank Doran, Lord Mayor
of Liverpool, on the latter's
visit to 1st Battalion, The
King's Regiment, in Dheke-
lia, Cyprus, where Paul is
based.

He received £200 after
tackling a burglar who had
targeted a pensioner’s
house in Huyton, Liverpool,
near Paul's home. The Lord
Mayor is a Territorial Army
member.
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Speaker cornered

In the week in which Somme veteran
William Calvert celebrated his
100th birthday, he had another sig-
nificant event to mark.

Having enlisted in the Royal Irish
Rifles when he was a mere 17, he
had a definite feeling of affinity for the
30 recruits at the first passing-out
parade of the Northern Ireland
School Leavers Army Foundation
Course, held at the Royal Irish Depot

or William

Picture: Paul Kemp, CS Phot

ces'Supporr Ba
_ The lieutenant w,
tion from the Myt

1 al2
in Ballymena, since most of them
were the same age as he was then.
It was fitting that William, seen
chatting to Lt Gen Sir Rupert Smith,
GOC Northern Ireland, should
choose to present a trophy for the
“Most Determined Recruit” at the
end of Phase One of the training of
the members of Templer Troop
taking part in the pilot scheme.
Winner was Tpr Andrew Jackson.

tom
4\

briefing at Colchest on the In
lana Verweijs, Dutch 11th Artillery

, -Nati ivisi
which includeq gggl 3""5"’” (Central),

Operations ang
paid a visit to the b

When they are not prepar-
ing refreshment for their |
colleagues at the British |
Army Training Support Unit
in Belize, these two guys |
cook up some hot sounds
on the BFBS station at the
camp.

Cpl Mark Walker (sitting)
and SSgt Paul McQuillan,
both chefs with the Royal [
Logistic Corps, put out their
own two-hour music show,
Loud and Live, which goes
out across the country.

Picture: Sgt S Wilkinson

‘Brake’ with tradition?

Commanding officer appointments for the Liver-
pool and Manchester-based Headquarters and
squadrons of 156 (NW) Transport Regiment,
RLC (V) have until now gone to a Regular serv-
ing officer.

All that has changed with the appointment of
TA volunteer Lt Col Tom O’Brien (top). Former
CO Lt Col Andy Anderson (below) is taking up
a new appointment as SO1 RLC MCM Division
in Glasgow.

Tom, who will also hold the appointment as
Deputy Commander Merseyside Garrison, was
formerly 2iC of the regiment and, before that,
one of the commanders.

eet you!

Vo,

fantry Light
of 24 (Airmopij] i 4

il ile) Brigade's
as a member of 5 delega-

eh, its chief of
planning, which
attalion.

e — N e .

Acting as adviser
when a team from
the Soldier Soldier
television series was
shooting part of an
episode in his Alder-
shot unit's gymnasi-
um was SSgt Gary
Norman, APTC, 7
Para RHA (grey
sweatshirt).

Seen with (left to
right) actor Danny
Cunningham (Fus
Andy Butcher on
screen); extra Neil
Rowley (a former
Para); and director
Chris King, Gary — who was featured in an
episode last year — said: “I'm here to iron out
any technical inaccuracies as far as the
physical training side is concerned, but I'm
nothing to do with the script!”

In the scene being shot, Butcher is being
given his last possible chance of passing his
fitness test. Does he make it? That's a secret
that will only be revealed when episode five
is shown, probably in October . . .

13
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WITH ORDERS OF 25 GARMENTS OR MORE

READY TO BE DEPLOYED
IMMEDIATELY!

PROMOTIONS
Telephone: 01705 822436

* NO HIDDEN COSTS * FULLY STOCKED SERVICE
* SWEATSHIRTS * T-SHIRTS * POLO SHIRTS = RUGBY SHIRTS * DRILL TOPS & TRACK SUITS =

Hargreaves Promotions Ltd., Rodney Road, Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants PO4 85Y

@.D.Golding jajlrs

Military Livery and Civilian Tallors

Our Representative will call at your
request. Ring (01727) 841321 -
Fax (01727) 831462 or write for details to:
220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW

—— —— — — — — — — ]}

BLESMA

BRITISH LIMBLESS EX-SERVICE MEN’S ASSOCIATION

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR HELP?

BLESMA is a National Charity specifically for limbless
Ex-Service men and women. The Association also accepts
responsibility for the dependants of its members and, in particular,
their widows.

BLESMA wants to help 5,000 more eligible men and women.

The Association promotes the welfare of men or women who

have lost a limb or limbs or one or both eyes as a result of service

in any branch of Her Majesty’s Forces or Auxiliary Forces and to
. assist needy dependants of such Service limbless.

BLESMA CAN HELP:

Provide permanent residential and convalescent holiday
accommodation through its two nursing and residential Homes
at Blackpool and Crieff in Perthshire.

Provide financial assistance to Members and Widows in the form
of Grants.

Assist in finding suitable employment for Amputees.

Furnish advice on Pensions, Allowances, makes representation
to Government Departments on individual entittements and,
where necessary, represent Members and their dependants at
Pensions Appeal Tribunals.

A LEGACY MEANS A LOT
TO THE LIMBLESS

Help the disabled by helping BLESMA with a donation now and
a legacy in the future. We promise you that not one penny will
be wasted.

For further information contact:

HQ BLESMA, Dept. SDR
Frankland Moore House,
185-187 High Road,
Chadwell Heath, Romford,
Essex RM6 6NA

Telephone: 0181 590 1124 Fax: 0181 599 2932
Registered as a Charity under the
Charities Act. 1960. No. 207621




“The advert said the masseur is an ex-Army
PT instructor with a washboard stomach”

“We're all scared!”
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“There’s a born Para
if ever | saw one!”
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“The phrase ‘a plague of locusts’ springs to mind!”
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[ 2372\ U) 1 = EURO-PLAN CONFORMITY THREATENS SHAPE OF MILITARY BERETS |

Ten-shun, the 1st Onion Sellers!

BRITISH ARMY berets are
under threat from proposals to
“Europeanise” military dress.

Multi-national operations in
trouble spots around the world,
particularly former Yugoslavia,
have highlighted the need for
standardisation, particularly
where troops from several
armies are operating cheek-by-
jowl.

An official in Brussels was
tasked to look at uniforms and
suggest areas in which “com-
monality” could be introduced.
Where armies are operating
under, say, the authority of the United
Nations, standard UN-issue food has
already replaced national preferences.

While several items of uniform may
eventually be affected, the beret is seen as
an early target because it is not “climate-
sensitive”. In other words, it can be worn
anywhere by any army.

It is understood that the version chose as
a pan-European model is based on the
French beret, which is worn across the top
of the head in the manner of onion sellers.

Wearing of the ram-o’-shanter, beloved
of the Scottish regiments, and the distinc-
tive Irish caubeen are likely to be threat-

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other RAC offer. Discounts only apply to certain service levels.
at the time of publication. Full membership details in RAC Terms Of Membership.
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diversity”. British regiments
favour the beret pulled over one
ear and “moulded” on to the
head and forehead.

Reaction to the proposals,
which were being formally prop-
agated on April 1, has been
mixed. A senior regimental
colonel, who wished to remain
anonymous, told Seldier: “This
has got to be a bad joke. If they
think they can turn my troops
into a Frank Spencer comedy
sketch they have another think

Right: military beret in the Euro-approved “onion seller” mode

Wrong: outdated British way of beret-wearing

ened under the new regime of Euro-con-
formity. Both these items of headdress were
short-listed for consideration. They are
said to be described in the report as
“quaint” and “examples of ethno-cultural

off membership
for readers of S

Join us

coming. We will be urging the

Army Board, the Dress Com-
mittee and the Ministry of Defence to resist
this with all their might. We will fight this
on the beaches and in other places.”

Special clothing for extreme weather —
hot or cold - is exempt from standardisa-
tion, so there is no possibility of Britain’s
Arctic-trained cadres having to wear, for
example, the same combat gear as Foreign
Legionnaires operating in the Sahara.

The British Army is also being asked to
consider “Europeanisation” of regimental
mascots. Brussels favours the introduction
of French poodles, German shepherd
dogs, Spanish bulls, Greek cats and Nor-
wegian blue parrots.

To join or for further details call FREE on

0800 581077

Remember to quote your code - GEO008/SRO001

If you are already a member of the RAC

1 can enjoy discounted rates on ¢
ce levels at your next mem

renewal. Call 0990 722 722 for details

Prices include Insurance Premium Tax at the standard rate on VAT exempt insurance and joining fee if applicable, Al details correct



.73,V Y ¢ 3 FiELD AMBULANCE ON EXERCISE IN CYPRUS

Fighting skills

presc

A PRESTON Army medical unit has been
picking up vital soldiering skills during a
month-long exercise in Cyprus.

The 86-strong squadron of doctors, den-
tists, combat medical technicians, drivers,
cooks and members of the Royal Logistic
Corps from 5 Field Ambulance RAMC
have returned from a tough exercise in
which they left behind their
normal roles to concentrate
on infantry skills.

Focus of their training
under Exercise Lion Sun was on handling
and disarming weapons for junior NCOs
who will be posted to infantry and
armoured medical services in the future.

It also gave them a better understanding
of the immense physical and mental pres-
sures under which the infantry operates.

Cyprus’s rugged, arid terrain was the
perfect location for this elaborate scenario
as medics became involved in night
ambushes, a dawn raid on a paramilitary
village and a dramaric beach landing.

Lion Sun gave the Fulwood Barracks-
based unit first-hand knowledge of soldier-
ing in the field by showing the medics what
life might be like in the front line of battle.

Three soldiers from the 1st Battalion,
The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment accom-
panied 5 Fd Amb to add realism to the exer-
cise and give the benefit of their own
infantry experiences.

In real life, medics would never be
called on to perform
in an aggressive role.
Instead, they would
advance with front-
line troops, evacuat-
ing casualties from the
field to a dressing sta-
tion and then on to a
field hospital.

Under the provi-
sions of the Geneva
Convention, medics
may carry weapons
only for their personal
defence and the defence of casualties and
their location. On the battlefield, medics
display the Red Cross as a symbol of their
protected status.

Each phase of Lion Sun was designed to
equip the medics, many of whom had not
fired a weapon for 12 months or more, with
first-hand experience of equipment and
weapon-handling, including the disarming
of grenades.

Report: Paul

Pictures: Cpl Paul

Brownbridge

dibed for-

The early morn-
ing village attack brought to a close a
physically-demanding exercise during
which the Preston soldiers spent several
nights camped out, trekked up to 10km a
day in sweltering conditions, and took part
in the island’s wide range of water sports.
Maj Gerry McBride, OC Lion Sun, said:
“This kind of training is crucial on two
counts. Not only does it enable the medic to
learn how to defend both himself and his
patient, it also helps the medic and infantry

Above — Charged up: LCpl Martin Kilduff (right) and Pte Steve
Pammen discover what it is like in the front line

Left — Boot camp: Preston-based medics Sgt Gavin Saul and Pte
Johanne Kitching happily shed their over-used footwear after a
month of 10km treks on Lion Sun

soldier to be talking the same language. The
idea is that a medic will understand far
better the plight of the casualty if he has at
least some similar experience of his own.

“He will also be in a position to disarm
any dangerous weapons.”

Maj McBride said 5 Fd Amb had come
on in “leaps and bounds” during the four-
week exercise. “We’ve managed to build on
their physical fitness, hone their weapon
skills, add to their leadership qualities and
boost the unit’s morale ten-fold,” he added.
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Vernon Rees & Goodalls Ltd
Military Tailors

SNCOs MESS KIT

w £330.00....

includes Shirt, Bow Tie & Ranking

@ 01132 880 880

40 Commercial Street, Rothwell, Leeds, LS26 0AW. Fax: 01132 880 864

I™ Have you been captured by 1

Have you been captured by

SOLDIER?

SOLDIER's siaps are a snip.
If you have been captured on camera by one
of SOLDIER magazine’s photographers

then why not buy a top quality reprint? I

7"x 5"...£5.60 8"x6"...£7.50

12" x 8" ... £12.00
Digital Prints (up to A4 size). .. £7.00
Other sizes available on request. (All prices are inclusive of VAT and p&p.)
All enguiries please to:
The Photographic Department, SOLDIER, Ordnance Road,
I Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. Tel: 01252 347357
e [N R Eee] ORGSR A GRS

Just a few reasons
why you should subscribe to

Army Quarterly
and Defence Journal

AQ informs — not just on Britain and NATO Defence
Strategy — but over a whole range of international defence
topics.

AQ entertains: accounts of past battles, historic
campaigns, personality profiles ensure that you will always
find something in the Journal to absorb you.

AQ keeps you up to date. We publish around 800 items of
army news in the four issues each year. The Army
Quarterly Diary gives a continuing picture on current
military, diplomatic and political problems world wide.
AQ has the most interesting features, the best writers and
a wide range of book and video reviews.

There is more. If you take out a subscription before Dec 31,
1996, we will give you the two previous issues of the
Journal with your first copy free of charge!

Subscription 1997 £52.00. Three-Year contract £138.00.

Write now plus your remittance to:
Army Quarterly and Defence Journal
| West Street. Tavistock, Devon PL19 9DF
Tel: 01822 613577 Fax: 01822612785

D&
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Soldiers are
there when you
need them...

please be there when
they need you

The Army Benevolent Fund provides help to any man
or woman and their families if they are serving or have
served in the British Army and are in real need. This help
is given in two ways: through grants to supplement Corps
or Regimental aid and by financial support to over 70
national charities providing for the special needs of those
in distress.

Our overall aim is to bring help to the many cases
where state assistance is inapplicable, inadequate or

unable to meet the immediate need.

Send off

Your donation, covenant or legacy full CojouNg

will provide invaluable assistance
for those who served their country.

Please help them in their hour
of need.

We owe a lot te the soldiers who fought so hard for our freedom and our future and continue
| to protect us. | would like to make this contribution to help those of them who are in need

lencloseadonationof €101 €150 ] £25( 1 Othert

Please charge my Access/Visa/CharityCard No

Aok Hainth Al U A B L
7

Ib__‘ HEEEE

Please send me details on making a legacy or how | could donate through Payroll Giving

| || Please send me A2 colour posters showing cap badges

of Today's Army. | enclose £ _ __ (€2 per copy inc. p&p)
| Signature_ _— _ Name

Address _

| Postcode

sionally h 1 ntact you about aur If you would prefer

Dnu Pmt-cl ion Acl W
“e stered Charity No 211645
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THERE was just nose way of getting away
from it. Dress of the day included a globu-
lar facial extension of distinctly crimson
hue.

1t was March 14, and all over the world
soldiers were getting red in the face — o1,
more accurately, red in the middle of the
face.

With nosewhere to hide, troops observed
Red Nose Day with due deference to a
Great British Tradition. Soldiers on red
alert were seen on parade grounds and on
sports fields, conducting themselves with
commendable dignity and precision in the
name of Comic Relief.

It affected even the most senior officers.
In Germany, 2 suitably atrired Maj Gen
Rob McAfee hit the first ball of a red-nosed
squash-athon played out by his soldiers
serving with Headquarters Multinational
Division (Central) at Rheindahlen. A
detailed explanation of the apparently
bizarre proceedings was provided for other

nationalities serving in the HQ.
In Northern Ireland, soldiers of the
ond Royal Tank Regiment held a
sports day for local

Red-nosed Lang po

A :
PPrentice College :?,Lg:‘fs_h' at
’ ield

schoolchildren at their Girdwood base . . .

and won by a nose.

In Aldershot, loggies of 27 Transport
Regiment RLC entered the gpirit of the day
with a Comic Relief parade. The Sergeant
Major inspected noses for cleanliness,
while over in the regimental workshops sol-

diers held a 24-hour darts marathon.
Musicians from the

N GFARM Y

S

b McAfee (centre) gets the pball rolling in Germany

b aff

Tpr Mike Roberts rubs noses with a young visi-
tor to the 2 RTR sports day in Northern Ireland

Corps of Army Music at
Kneller Hall took part
in a 24-hour pianothon
and raised about £800.
In Colchester, chefs
serving with the 1st
Battalion, The Light
Infantry toiled through
the night to bake 1,000
iced buns which they
decorated with red
cherry noses. With the
ingredients provided
by a local supplier, the
buns were sold in local
schools and all the
money went to Comic
Relief charities.

the Ary
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off C aspars
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73V I' ) I¢ 3 REGIMENTS AND CORPS EAGERLY TAKE UP PLACES IN NATIONAL ARBORETUM

ALL BUT two regiments have responded
to an appeal for military support for an
Army Grove now being created within the
National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas,
Staffordshire.

The Household Division, the logistic
corps’ associations, the Royal Tank Regi-
ment and The Royal Irish Regiment have
raised sufficient funds to have their own
dedicated plots, resulting in the creation of
the largest permanent tribute to the British
Army.

Cdr David Childs RN, project director,
described the reaction of the Army to the
appeal as “overwhelming”. It followed a
letter from former Adjutant General Gen
Sir David Ramsbotham to all regiments
and corps, and publicity in Soldier.

Enclosed by two avenues and the curve
of an enormous circle of trees, the Army
Grove will have as its centre an open air
chapel funded by veterans of the Greek
campaign.

In front of the chapel will be a monu-
ment to the 49th Division which will be
approached through a glade of trees dedi-
cated to the QARANC and, possibly, the
Gurkhas.

Trees planted for the Royal Signals,
Royal Engineers and the Royal Artillery
will also be found in this area, while behind
the chapel a curving row of trees is being
planted on behalf of the Royval Armoured
Corps.

The body of the grove is entered down a
short flight of steps where the first tree to
greet visitors will be a Cedar of Lebanon
dedicated to the Long Range Desert
Group, which at one time trained next to
an ancient stand of these trees.

Scots pine planted for the SAS, the Scot-
tish regiments, and the Highland Fieldcraft
Training Centre will be close by, as will be
Chilean pine for The Parachute Regiment
and 23 Para Field Ambulance.

Trees for the Regiments of Foot are
being planted in traditional squares, while
all the corps, prior to the most recent amal-
gamations, will be represented along an
avenue that bisects the grove.

Trees have been chosen with the donor
unit in mind: a chestnut from Hougemont
Farm at Waterloo will feature in the RLC
plot, while ash trees from Cambrai will be
planted for the RTR.

The Cheshire Regiment will have an
oak, the RAOC a walnut because it was
the wood used to make rifle stocks (and
because the corps traditionally served
walnuts with the port in the officers’
mess). The Army Catering Corps request-
ed trees with a culinary theme, and the
Tree of Heaven, Ailanthus Altissima, was
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a Merchant Navy Convoy
b Household Division Eight-pointed Star
¢ The logistic corps’ associations

d The Greek Campaign

e The Eighth Army

f The Indian Army

g The Burma Star

h The Royal Tank Regiment

i The Royal Air Force

i The Army Grove

k The RBL Poppy Field /a
1 War Widows Garden /
m BLESMA

n Garden of the Innocents

o The United Nations
Circle

p Naval Flotilla
q DOGRA
r Royal Irish

s Leonard Cheshlre Y/
Grove /

thought appropriate for Army chaplains.

Several amalgamated regiments asked
that their predecessors be honoured and
contributed the funds for this to happen.
There are spaces available in which associ-
ations could have trees planted to the
memory of their own regiments and corps
no longer in existence.

There is also room for units ranging
from divisions to platoons: the First and

Eighth Armies are having a joint plot, as are
the Indian Army and 17th Dogra.

Another plot is being planted with
bamboo to honour the Burma Star and Far
East veterans, including PoWs. Centre-
piece will be a replica of the tennis court at
Kohima.

The arboretum, announced by the Prime
Minister in 1994, exists to pay tribute to
individual men and women, and the greater

part of the site is given over to the planting
of individual commemorative trees.

Names of all recorded in this way will be
held in a Book of Remembrance which will
be housed in a chapel within a visitors’
centre to be built, it is hoped, with Millen-
nium Fund money. More than £1 million
has already been raised towards the cost of
the complex.

The project was inspired by the late
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The Army Grove (enlarged)

Queen’s Royal Regiment
King’s Regiment

Royal Anglian
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Lord Leonard Cheshire VC, whose vision
was to create a permanent living memorial
to all who have lost their lives in wars this
century.

The arboretum lies on 150 acres of land
at Alrewas, about five miles from Lichfield,
and within the National Forest. The 1st
Battalion, The Staffordshire Regimeént is
based nearby at Whittington Barracks.

Now a muddy site, it is hoped the Army

7 Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
Royal Green Jackets
8 Devonshire and Dorset
Royal Glos, Berks, and Wilts
9 Light Infantry
10 Royal Welch Fusiliers
Royal Regiment of Wales
11 Royal Regiment of Fusiliers
12 Royal Army Medical Corps
13 The Corps Lines
14 Parachute Regiment and
23 Para Field Ambulance
15 Highland Field Craft Training Centre
16 Long Range Desert Group
17 SAS
18 The Scottish Regiments
19 Royal Armoured Corps
20 Chapel of The Greek Campaign
21 Royal Signals, Royal Engineers,
Royal Artillery
23 59 Div
24 49 Div
25 QARANC
26 5th (London) Corps Signals

Grove will be ready early in 1998, by which
time the trees should be about 4ft high, and
all the paths, benches and plaques will be in
place.

Anyone wishing to know more about the
project, or how to sponsor a tree or con-
tribute to the Army Grove, should contact
the Director, National Memorial Arbore-
tum, PO Box 10, Tilsbury, Wilts SP3 6TH
(tel 01722 716310; fax 716839).
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RED BERET BATTALION PASSES THE TEST IN SOUTH ARMAGH

: wise: a soldier
| e NEWs B checks ahead
on patrol

| HUNDREDS 'NRDINALS

- |
SET FOR BRINK
R am Uiy -
LOYALIST OF WAR heion
RALLY WARKIN Andy Grimstead
T — B - i (left) and Pte
ol b hememnrs Lee Spendlove
;: taking part in
the 2nd Battal- Above - Mate check: Pte Lee Easton
ion’s sponsored counts his A Company colleagues in
attempt to through the gates of their Newtown-
“row” around hamilton base after a foot patrol in the
the world during small market town

its six-month
tour in Northern
reland

Right — Wire act: Ptes John Trainer (fore-
ground) and Nick Poole of B Company
on the perimeter wire of an observation
post in the hills of south Armagh

Below — Lofty view: an air gunner keeps
his eye on the ground as his helicopter
sweeps across a town in south Armagh
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Vigilance: a patrol stands by as an RAF Puma helicopter makes a delivery to one of the golf tow
the border in south Armagh
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WHEN the 2nd Barttalion, The Parachute
Regiment deployed to south Armagh six
months ago they were not to know that by
the end of their tour local people would be
unaware that they had ever been in the area
. or that the time in Northern Ireland
would include a trip around the world.

Soldiers of B Company, who were based
at Forkill, witnessed a marked change in
attitude toward the regiment by the local
population. As CSM Spike Redwood
explained: “We expected the IRA and its
sympathisers to exploit the arrival of 2 Para
to create situations that could be manipulat-
ed by the media. It never happened.

“It is a great accolade for all the soldiers
and shows the professionalism with which
they conducted themselves that there wasn’t
a single formal complaint by local people,
and no successful attacks by the IRA.”

Speaking just before the battalion
returned to Aldershot, Maj Neil Hutton,
OC D Company at Crossmaglen, had simi-
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lar views. “Far from a hostile reception
people have been quite friendly. Communi-
ty relations have been such a positive aspect
that there is a sense of improvement all
round.”

It was not all patrolling and observation
work. Unit education officer Capt Mike
Atkinson, based with HQ Company at Bess-
brook, was kept particularly busy: “More
than 140 soldiers signed up to study under
the Forces Correspondence Course scheme
in an effort to apply themselves construc-
tively during the short periods of free time
that they had during a very busy operational
tour.”

Maj Atkinson had nothing but praise for
the soldiers. “Although they will receive up
to 80 per cent of the money back it is still
asking a lot of young soldiers to pay for the
courses up front,” he said. “It says a great

Pictures: Chris Fletcher

deal about their professionalism and enthu-
siasm that they are always willing to learn.”

He added: “There are a huge variety of
courses on offer and within 2 Para we have
people studying at all levels from GCSE to
part-time degrees.

“Courses being followed include law,
English, maths, business studies and psy-
chology as well as foreign languages. These
were particularly popular with troops in the
observation towers and outstations.”

While learning French, armourer SSgt
Steve Lint REME decided to take up what
has developed into several works of art. “I
studied commercial design before joining
the REME, so the last thing I imagined
doing was sketching scenes from the French
text of an historical account of the battles
around Passchendaele,” he said.

Having completed a basic French course
he went on to pass the Army Colloquial
French exam just nine days after taking up
the language. “I wanted something to tax my

SSgt Steve Lint and (below) detail
from one of his drawings

mind while off duty and
started to improve my understanding of
French by reading textbooks.

“It was while reading that I was inspired
to illustrate the words. One of my favourite
sketches — depicting an incident on the
Western Front — was completed on Remem-
brance Day while in Northern Ireland.”

As well as speaking French, SSgt Lint is
also an Army Russian interpreter. He hopes
to gain a late entry commission into the
AGC (ETS) to allow him to return as an
instructor.

Before that happens he is looking forward

to parachuting into the Ukraine with 2 Para
later this year on Exercise Cossack Steppe.

A completely different challenge was
lurking for the men of D Company. Lt Paul
Blair was asked to come up with a charity
event to raise money for the Airborne Forces
Fund and PHAB (Physically Handicapped
and Able Bodied). With his men confined
to barracks, the options were somewhat lim-
ited.

He came up with the idea of rowing
around the world — on exercise machines. Lt
Blair was the first to start the circumnaviga-
tion but very soon soldiers and officers
throughout south Armagh were helping
with the challenge.

Pte Lee Spendlove, who was also based at
Crossmaglen, said: “It gave an added incen-
tive and motivation to our physical training
in Northern Ireland and I usually tried to
row at least 8km a day. It was a great way of

keeping fit while at the same time knowing
we were helping others less fortunate than
ourselves.” :

Lt Blair added: “We completed the chal-
lenge just before returning home and man-
aged to raise more than £1,500.”

Maj Clive Boyns, OC of A Company,
which was based at Newtownhamilton,
summed up the tour: “Everyone was
extremely conscientious and worked very
hard. Daily patrolling ensured that all our
soldiers remained vigilant and the two finds
we had early on demonstrated that this paid
off.”

But perhaps the strangest compliment the
Paras received was when a civil representa-
tive asked a villager what impact the battal-
ion had made during the tour. The reply
was: “If the Parachute Regiment was here
we’'d know about it. They’re not Paras . . .
they’re just wearing their uniforms.”
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THERE IS a commonly-held misconception
that the Army Benevolent Fund, the British
Army’s central charity, is run “by the officers,
for the benefit of the officers”, according to
Brig Nicholas Prideaux, the fund’s appeals
director.

Nothing could be further from the truth,
he told Soldier, speaking in the ABF’s premis-
es in Kensington. In fact, not only do the
fund’s beneficiaries, both Regular and Terri-
torial, cover the spectrum of ranks, but they
are becoming much younger — and will
increasingly do so in future years.

That is why the ABF is keen to widen its

supporter base of - FUSSTHETNTETRTISN
serving and retired

personnel to include younger people who will
carry on the work done by “the old and
bold”, said the brigadier.

“It is a ‘drip, drip, drip’ process, raising
awareness of what we do, but we would very
much like not just the soldiers but their fami-
lies to be involved also.”

The fund divides its United Kingdom
operations into 12 regions, with regional
organisers responsible for county committees
and fund-raising.

“We know exactly how much the Army
raises both here and overseas — Cyprus, for
example, is treated as a region in its own
right,” Brig Prideaux pointed out.

“We are indebted to the Army Central

Fund, who give us money every year, and to dona-
tions from the Army in various regions, as well as
the tremendous support from the TA and the
ACF, raising income from various functions.”
One of the keen band of fund-raisers is Catter-

ick-based SSgt Linda Johnston AGC (SPS).

“Despite being an Army welfare worker in the
largest Army garrison, and having frequently
called on the support of regimental and corps asso-

SSgt Linda Johnston, who regards fund-raisers as
“the silent heroes of our Service.”

ciations for families in need, I am ashamed to
admit that when I was approached to organise
some fund-raising for the ABF last year, I knew
very little about the fund and its purpose,” she con-

fessed.

“So, finding out about the millions of pounds
that the ABF spends on both serving and ex-Ser-

ABF ‘has never

vice men and women and their
dependants every year, was my
first step to planning a contribu-
tion from North Yorkshire to
reflect the fund’s unique com-
mitment to our community.”

More than 20 RSMs listened
to her message of “supporting
the fund that supports them?”,
and, boosted by individual
fund-raising events such as a
charity golf match and a trip to
the coast armed with collection
buckets, their units went on sell-
ing tickets right up to the “grand
draw” held last September.

The result, greatly helped by
a “tremendous boost to morale”
when Army Welfare Catterick

matched the largest dona-
tion, took the total handed
over to the ABF to £4,450.

“Fund-raising is fun,”
said Brig Prideaux, “and
we are keen to get that
message across to younger
people: at the moment,
only five per cent of our
supporters are between the
ages of 20 and 40.”

Over to former Para Lt
Col Simon Brewis, ABF
welfare director.

“In my view, I believe
that Army benevolence is
experiencing a sea change,
for many reasons,” he said.

“Everybody thinks that
the veterans are fading
away, and there will be a
fall-out of benevolence.
But the actual amount we
have got to find to cope
with sickness and mobility
claims is going to increase,
with the National Service
era now coming into its
own, apart from the many
conflicts since the Second
World War.”

One unfortunate aspect, Lt Col Simon Brewis, Army Benevolent Fund welfare director (left) with Maj Geoffrey Crook (Royal Pioneer Corps
he added, was that, among Association), Col Banks Middleton (Airborne Forces Security Fund) and Capt Barry Double (Grenadier Guards
the younger generation, Association), pictured at the British Entomological Society’s premises which the ABF leases. The Security Fund
expectations were “much and the two associations have all benefited from the ABF’s donations

higher”, anticipating thou-
sands of pounds in help for all their prob-

lems, in comparison to the hundreds of

pounds which the older generation, which
has a great deal of pride, expects.
“It is a worrying trend. It is much more

Commltment
to the family

“To know that the Army
there in the background to help out in times of

modern military life.
~ “Families may not fully appreciate the fund

disaster strikes and the future looks bleak.

help is at hand, whether it is financial, practical

Benevolent fund is
neadlsomm‘themwmassuﬁngwmf

until a time comes in their circumstances when

““However, thanks to the generosity of the
ABF and the organisations that it supports,

orjus?aﬁgmsory ngamm%wm?g
we all have good reason to be extremely grateful .
fund.” — Cherry Milne, Chairman, Army Families Federation |

difficult these days: we could not afford to
go on purely on our investment income,
and the fund simply is not going to last if
that dries up.”

The fund now works on the NED -
Need, Eligibility and
Deservedness — prin-
ciple, he said.

“Some corps and
regiments have
restricted criteria —
they are not able to
help with credit cards,
loans or funerals, for
example. But in the
ABF we don’t have
any restrictions; we
ask if there is a need
and how deserving is
the cause, treating each
case on its merits.”

One of the more
recent cases dealt with
was a former high-

wire walker, an ex-Grenadier who had been
injured. Money to provide for him came
from his regiment and the ABF.

At present, the Army Benevolent Fund
team are, albeit metaphorically, perform-
ing a tricky tightrope act of their own.

They are endeavouring to increase dwin-
dling funds needed for a fast-approaching
future generation of claimants while a
younger generation is apparently content
to watch them from the safety of the ring-
side seats.

SSgt Johnston’s message to them is a
simple one: “To those of you who do not
know there is one organisation in existence
for your benefit alone, that helps people
like vou and me when all others shut the
door, the ABF is ours. Support it: you
never know when you may need it!”

@® The Army Benevolent Fund is run-
ning a sponsored six-card race meeting at
Windsor on June 30 to raise money for its
coffers. Details from Col Malcolm Haver-
gal on 0171 584-52006.
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King’s head to appear on ’58 medal

KING HUSSEIN of Jordan has
approved the use of his profile on
a commemorative medal which
former soldiers are having struck to
mark their service in his defence.

The veterans are incensed that
their role in supporting the king in
1958 was not recognised by the
award of an official campaign
medal.

They were serving with 16th
Independent Parachute Brigade
when tension flared up in Jordan,
threatening the stability of the
country. More than 2,000 men of

Tank will
be solid
reminder
of Desert
Rats

A former Desert Rat has begun a
campaign to pay permanent trib-
ute to the famous 7th Armoured
Division by creating a memorial at
its former home in Norfolk.

While researching his two regi-
ments, the 4th County of London
Yeomanry (Sharpshooters) and 1
Royal Tank Regiment, in which he
served as a Cromwell tank
gunner, Les Dinning visited the
site in Thetford Forest where 7
Armd Div had been based.

He found that many of the foun-
dations of the original buildings,
and the loading bays, were intact
and decided it would be appropri-
ate to mount a Cromwell on a
plinth as a tribute to the success of
the Desert Rats.

Les acquired a tank and gained
the support of the Queen, the
Forestry Commission, 1 RTR, the
Royal British Legion and other
interested parties. He hopes to
have the scheme registered as a
charity in the next few weeks, and
the tank unveiled in the summer of
next year.

Before then, however, up to
£30,000 is needed to recover and
refurbish the tank and have it
placed on a plinth to be built on an
old bay at Thetford.

More details can be given by
Derek Bird at 4 Milford Avenue,
Stony Stratford, Milton Keynes
MK11  1HA  (telfax 01908
565472). Cheques made out to
the Desert Rats Commemoration
Fund may also be sent to him.

Pele signs
for loggies
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the brigade were flown to Amman,
remaining in the desert kingdom
until the crisis was over. The veter-
ans believe the operation was a
major success.

In these pages (Nov 11), we
carried an appeal by ex-sapper
Taff Harris to Jordan veterans will-
ing to pay for their own medals.

He said King Hussein's offer in
1958 to issue a medal to all British
soldiers involved was turned
down. When the brigade returned
to Cyprus, many soldiers discov-
ered that, because of their time in

the desert, they had failed to qual-
ify for the Cyprus General Service
Medal.

“We have been denied two
medals, not just one,” said Taff.

He tells us he has had an excel-
lent response to his appeal, and
that enthusiasm for the project has
received a further boost following
news of King Hussein’s generous

response.

Taff Harris can be contacted at
124 Haven Park Crescent, Haver-
fordwest, Pembrokeshire SA61
1DS (tel 01437 768668).

Lt Gareth Megaw, a 206 Battery troop commander, views the portrait
of a fellow RA officer with Capt Torrens-Spence RN (Retd) at the
unveiling of the refurbished work. See “Gunners rescue painting”

Gunners
rescue
painting

PART-TIME soldiers in Co Down
have helped to save part of the
artistic legacy of one of Northern
Ireland’s oldest military families.

Newtownards-based 206 (Ulster)
Battery RA (V) is now the proud
owner of an enormous painting
donated by the Torrens-Spence
family from Downpatrick.

A portrait of a member of the
family who had served with the
Royal Artillery, it had been stored
in an outhouse and was in urgent
need of restoration.

Now the painting of the late 2nd
LtJ B H Torrens RA, who was born
in 1902, graces the entrance to
the TA gunners’ base.

When soldiers of 32 Brigade
Support Squadron RLC realised
their mechanised brigade - 19—
had as its insignia a black pan-
ther, they decided to assume an
appropriate identify. Now the

W02 Seamus Gormley, 4/5
Battalion, The Royal Irish
Rangers (V), has been award-
ed the Lord Lieutenant of
Tyrone’s Certificate for ser-
vices to the Territorial Forces.
After four years in the Irish
Guards he joined the Omagh
company of the 4th Battalion,
The North Irish Militia in 1980
and has worn three different
cap badges since.

unit, part of 3 Regiment RLC
based at Abingdon, has adopt-
ed a real big cat.

The nearest they could get
was a black jaguar named Pele,
who lives at Marwell Zoological

L<0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, April 1947

POOR SOLES. ..

| was interested in the letter
from a happy housewife in
BAOR. Do not think | grudge
families their privileges,
which include being able to
ride round in Volkswagen and
other cars while we chaps on
pass must walk. But | do feel
more of them might give us a
lift when they see us trying to
hitch-hike. — Tpr G Brewer,
105 Rft Group. (Letter to the
Editor)

>.3YEARS AGO

From Soldier, April 1972

WELCOME TO HQ UKLF

In the most significant change
the Army in the United King-
dom has seen in more than 60
years, the present four com-
mands are to disappear and
be replaced by a single com-
mand, Headquarters United
Kingdom Land Forces, based
at Wilton, near Salisbury.
First C-in-C is Gen Sir Basil
Eugster.

Baffled by
a test of
memory

MORE THAN 50 years ago the
Army put the then Sgt Raymond
Kibby RAMC to the test . . . and he
wants to know why.

He was serving with 157 Field
Ambulance at Abernethy, Scot-
land in late 1943 or early '44 when
the unit was visited by a team of
RAEC personnel. They turned the
mess hall into an exam room and
made all ranks complete a written
assessment.

Some time later he was shown
his “results” by an orderly room
friend.

They were presented in code
form: the letters PAGE TR M
appearing above single digit num-
bers (other than the T which had a
two-digit number, and the M,
which had four digits).

No explanation was ever given
and Raymond, now in his 80th
year and living in retirement in
Somerset, is still “curious. His
search for enlightenment has so
far drawn a blank.

He wonders if readers recall the
mystery tests, or their purpose?

Park near Winchester. He is
signed up to the squadron for a
year, but will not be allowed to
accompany his “foster par-
ents” when they deploy to
Bosnia for six months soon.

SUFFOLK'S forgotten first
Victoria Cross winner has
been honoured on the 100th
anniversary of his death.

Pte Alfred Ablett (right),
Gren Gds, was 26 when he
earned his medal for heroism
at Sebastopol in the Crimea.
On his death in March 1897
his body was taken by train to
his birthplace in Weybread, Suffolk.

Although his VC featured in the
village sign and a close in the vil-
lage was named after him, he was
buried in an unmarked grave and in
time forgotten.

Suffolk Branch of the Grenadier
Guards Association has rectified

- Suffolk honours its first VC -

that. On March 15 a tablet
was unveiled during a com-
memorative service at St
Andrew's Church, Wey-
bread. Contingents from the
Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex and
other regimental associa-
tions, the TAVRA and the
Royal British Legion were
joined in the church by a
remarkable 150 members of the
Ablett family.

The young Grenadier fought at
Alma, Balaclava, and Inkerman
before arriving at Sebastopol. On
September 2, 1855 he was in a
trench used as a powder magazine
when a shell - its fuse still burning —

fell into the ammunition store. While
everyone else fled, Pte Ablett
picked up the red-hot shell and
threw it out of the trench, where it
exploded as it hit the ground. He
was promoted corporal on the spot
and subsequently awarded both
the DCM and the VC.

@ A book on the life of Albert
Ablett, Through Hell to Immortality,
written by Maj Frank Clark, has
been published by the Gren Gds
Association (Suffolk Branch). It
costs £5.50 including p and p, and
is available from the secretary, C A
Dearing, Millside, Nedging Road,
Nedging Tye, Ipswich IP7 7HJ
(0149 741126).

TO REFLECT expanding inter-
national objectives, the organi-
sation founded to protect and
preserve war memorials in Britain
is changing its name.

Friends of War Memorials will
be known as the British Com-
monwealth Military Heritage
Trust, developing its original
purpose into a global role.

The fast-growing trust, with
the backing of the British Com-
monwealth Ex-Services League
(BCESL), has announced a plan
to rescue neglected and van-
dalised British war memorials
around the world. The aim is to
set up a field of remembrance,
with a chapel, in Britain to pro-
vide a suitable setting for
retrieved shrines.

The Immatures: 50th reunion of
249 (Berks RHA) AA Bty RA
planned for April 24. Details: E M
Fulbrook, 1 Buxton Avenue, Cave-
sham Heights, Reading, Berks
RG4 7BT (tel 01734 473320).

APTC Association (York
Branch): Annual meeting April 25;
annual dinner May 16. Details:
Capt (Retd) Rocky Holling on
01226 207046.

1st/4th/7th Royal Tank Regi-
ments: Reunion at St John's
Swallow Hotel, Solihull, April 25-
27. Details: G J Boumne on 01752
880527 or R T Rathmell on 01752
893495.

Rifle Brigade and 3rd RGJ Band
and Bugle Club: 20th anniver-
sary May 3-4. Members who have
not returned cards are asked to do
so as soon as possible. Details:
Kevin Freemantle, 22 Owslebury
Grove, Havant, Hants PO9 5HR
(tel 01705 38660).

201 (RCZ) (V) REME: 26th
reunion, May 9-10, at Chesford
Grange Hotel, Kenilworth, Warks.
Details: Maj Ron Smith, 6 St
John's Place, Waterloo, Liverpool
(tel 0151 928-4493).

Middlesex Regiment (DCO):
Annual reunion at the Victory Ser-
vices Club, London W2, on May

Trust aims
to ‘rescue’
overseas

memorials

lan Davidson, who founded
the original organisation, said:
“It is a big project but someone
has to do something about
British war memorials which
are not being looked after over-
seas.

“War memorials have been
ignored in front of our eyes in

10. Details: Ron Morris, 38 Traps
Lane, New Malden, Surrey KT3
4SA (tel 0181 949-7605).

Herts and Beds Yeomanry: 86th,
105th, 135th and 191st Fd Regts
RA, 53nd Heavy Regt, 79th HAA
Regt and post-war successors.
Reunion on June 7 at TA Centre,
Marsh Road. Details from Ron
Currell, 28 St Margaret's Close,
Old Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9EA.

Cheshire Regiment Associa-
tion: Birkenhead and District
Branch's Sixth Oak Leaf Dinner,
Hesketh Hall, Port Sunlight, June
13. Tickets (£10) from Graham
Ball on 0151 608-4524 or Geoff
Hunt 0151 645-0434.

497, 976 and 981 ex-Royal

Ex-members of the Band of 8th
KRI Hussars interested in a pos-
sible reunion in 1998 are asked to
contact Colin Ridges, 117 Vanner
Road, Witney OX8 6LL.

Robert Moore (ex-Cpl RAQC) is
writing of his experiences in the
Suez Canal Zone and wishes to
contact anyone who witnessed
the public hanging in 1950 of three
soldiers found guilty of the murder
of a taxi driver at Port Suez. He
would also appreciate memories

this country so it is easy to
imagine the situation abroad.”

BCESL secretary-general Lt
Col Sam Pope said: “Many
countries jealously guard the
memorials but some fall
through the net and we hope to
help with this project through
our contacts overseas.”

The trust, which also plans to
campaign for a national memor-
ial day similar to that in the
USA, has attracted the support
of the Queen Mother and has
recruited Earl Nelson as a
fourth patron, along with Count-
ess Mountbatten of Burma, the
sculptress Josefina de Vascon-
cellos, and the comedian Spike
Milligan, who served in the
Royal Artillery.

Marines: 4th reunion at Royal
Sailors Home Club on Aug 16 to
mark 50th anniversary of forma-
tion of squads. Details: P Wye,
Pet-a-Pat, 349 Old Road, Clacton-
on-Sea, Essex CO15 3RQ.

Royal Signals, Krefeld: 60's
16ers reunion to be held in
Krefeld, Sept 19-21. For details
send sae to Chris Bartlett, 45
Whitehouse Road, Leigh on Sea,
Essex SS9 5SR.

Vietnam veterans: Tan Son Nhut
Association will mark the 50th
anniversary of the USAF with a
five-day reunion in Hampton, Vir-
ginia, USA on Oct 8-12. Details
from John Peele, 6203 57th
Avenue, Riverdale, MD 20737,
USA.

of the “Suez Canal Bus Service”
between Port Suez and Ismailia.
Replies to 21 Barncroft, Moss
Side, Leyland PR5 3UD.

Past members of 200 Hovercraft
Trials Sqn RCT who served in the
unit from Singapore 1969 to
Browndown 1973 sought for pos-
sible reunion. Contact A R Smith
(ex-Cpl, MT Section), 67 Lang-
ham Drive, Clacton-on-Sea,
Essex CO16 7AG (tel 01255
474919).

APRIL

26: British Model Soldier Soci-
ety annual show, New Con-
naught Rooms, Great Queen
Street, Holborn, London.

MAY

24-26: Overlord historic military
vehicle show, Longmoor Camp,
Liphook, Hants.

JUNE

4-5: Floodlit Beating Retreat by
Massed Bands of Household
Division, Horse Guards, 9.30pm.
Tickets: 0171 839-5323.

14: Queen’s Birthday Parade, F
Coy Scots Guards, Horse Guards
(Major General's Review, May
31; Colonel's Review, June 7).
21: Sherborne Military Tattoo,
Sherborne Castle, Dorset, in aid
of Poppy Appeal and Army
Benevolent Fund. Includes dis-
plays by White Helmets, PWRR
free fall team, D and D Band,
QGR Pipes and Drums, 9 Para
Sgn RE, AAC helicopters.
28-29: Victorian Military Society
celebration of Queen Victoria's
Diamond Jubilee, Historic Dock-
yard, Chatham.

JULY

15-27: Royal Tournament, Earls
Court. Tickets: 0171 244-0244.
SEPTEMBER

6-7: Berwick Military Tattoo, The
Barracks, Berwick-upon-Tweed,
8pm. Proceeds to Service char-
ities.

13-15: Military Survey 250th
anniversary weekend, Her-
mitage.

OCTOBER

24: RBL Isle of Thanet Festival
of Remembrance. Tickets on
01843 292882.

® To include public events in
this diary, contact the Editor.

® Home from home: 14 Inde-
pendent Topographic
Squadron RE has a tasteful
reminder of its six-month stay in
the Kiseljak Brick Factory in
Bosnia . . . an oil painting by
Birmingham artist Dennis Jones.

Working from photographs, he
recreated the scene in superb
detail and presented it to the
squadron back at its base in Ger-
many. In return Mr Jones accept-
ed an inscribed map of Bosnia
printed by the unit — and a bottle
of malt whisky.

A limited edition print of the
painting is to be produced for sol-
diers who served with Military
Survey units in Kiseljak last year.

@ Back to the front: 52 officers
and warrant officers from the
Royal Monmouthshire Royal
Engineers (Militia) made a bat-
tlefield tour of Mons, Waterloo,
Wetteren and Ypres in Belgium.

They were briefed by regimen-
tal historian Dr Graham Watson
and laid a wreath at the grave of
2nd Lt Percy Beck, who died at
Ypres. A ceremony of remem-
brance was held at the Menin
Gate and the Last Post Commit-
tee allowed the regiment’s
buglers to sound Reveille.
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[MUSIC/BOOKS

THE Welsh Guards have had version of the
several Directors of Music popular song
lately and Maj Watts follows People is  fol-
Lt Col Cliff Ross to Kneller lowed by Tahiti
Hall shortly, so yet another Trot, which is
change. Nevertheless the an arrangement
band is in good heart if this
light-hearted programme is to
be taken as evidence.

A fine fanfare, Diamond
Fubilee by Stuart Watts, gets
us going with a stirring
march, Men of Wales, and an
overture by the prolific Amer-
ican composer Alfred Reed,
Viva Musica. A saxophone

by, of all people,

Dmitre Shostakovich; no one
can quite remember why it
became all the rage in Russia
under its new title.

Men of Harlech gets a few
mentions during the pro-
gramme, and other Welsh-
eries are a Wélsh Fantasy by

CREATING
A LEVEL
PLAYING FIELD

or 137 years, The Corps of
Commissionaires has been placing former
Armed Services personnel in meaningful

civilian roles. This valued lobbying and
placement network has recently been extended,
via Service Connections, to match highly
trained and qualified recent Service personnel
with today’s enlightened employers’ specialist
discipline needs, in the UK and overseas.

If you are considering leaving or have
recently left the Armed Forces or represent an
organisation requiring specialist Services
experience in Security and Facilities
Management, Electronics, Mechanical & Civil
Engineering, Information Technology,
Logistics, Communications and Project
Development - we are well aware of the
value of the Forces transferable skills and
employers’ needs to create a perfect match.

SERVICE CONNECTIONS

Burford House, Leppington, Birch Hill,
Bracknell. Berks RGI12 TWW
Tel: 01344 858005 Fax: 01344 485666

E.Mail: Service.Connections@Dial.Pipex.Com
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Rodney Bashford

Musical Snapshots. Band of the
Welsh Guards. Conductor: Maj S
A Watts. Available from the Band
of the Welsh Guards, Chelsea M arches.
Barracks, London SW1W 8RF,
of Tea for Two €D price £11.50 inc.

A light-hearted Welsh treat

Gordon Lang-
ford, Sospan
Fach, and the
regimental

Always popu-
lar nowadays is
Gabriel’s Oboe,
arranged and played by mem-
bers of the band, and
Herold’s Clog Dance can
never fail. The Virginians 1s a
musical tribute to five US
Presidents all hailing from
Virginia; presumably their
characters are portrayed, but
my knowledge on the subject
is sadly lacking.

A Roval Firework is far from
a damp squib, being a jazzy
version of a hornpipe from
Handel’'s Royal Fireworks
with a fine march by Leslie
Statham, a past director of the
band, more or less wrapping
everything up.

There remain two works of
more substance in a round-
the-world musical trip, Global
Variations, by Nigel Hess, well
known for his music to many
television plays and for being
a nephew of Dame Myra of
that ilk.

Several countries are visit-
ed, with clues to your wher-
abouts given here and there.
Saint-Saens’ Organ Symphony
is always the final piece of a
concert for it has such a sense
of finale that nothing can
follow it. The audience begins
to collect its bits and pieces
together near the end. Here,
though, you are invited to
visit Wales, where there will
be a welcome in the hillside,
immediately following it.

Otherwise this is an inter-
esting and well-presented
programme which should
please all. Iechyd Da.

At The Hook with
the ‘Forty-Twa’

WHAT did it cost to be fitted
out with togs becoming an offi-
cer in 1932? No prices
revealed, but David Rose
describes it as “staggering” in
his autobiography Off the
Record.

He was a cadet at Sandhurst
in 1932 and about to join The
Black Watch (the “Forty-
Twa”) — the first battalion of
which he was destined to com-
mand with distinction — and
had gone with his mother to
London to be kitted out.

He protested
at all the
“finery” — tail-

coat, top hat and
bowler, tweeds
for race meetings, plus-fours
for golf and shooting and much
more.

They’ll last you for years,
said mother. They did, too,
until his brothers raided his
wardrobe while he was with
Wingate and the Chindits in
1944. But it was all deemed
necessary in those days and all
on £12-a-month pay.

Had it not been for his
mother’s allowance of £250 a
year — she gave each of her four
soldier sons the same amount —

it is clear from his account he
would not have survived the
demands of mess life.

But survive he did and in this
life story he tells a mix of jolly,
funny and sometimes sad tales,
especially of his time in Korea
and the battle of The Hook
(where he won the Bar to the
DSO he was awarded for
Somaliland), and of his experi-
ences of the Mau Mau in
Kenya.

Strong family bonds are evi-
dent throughout and there are

various refer-

Off the Record — The Life ecnces to his
and Letters of a Black Watch
coat, morning Officer, by David Rose. Spell-
mount, hardback, £18.95.

brothers,
Rhoddy (HLI),
Angus (A and
SH) and Neil
(French Foreign Legion).

This soldier’s story will
appeal to everyone who likes a
good read about Army life and
events leading up to, during
and after the Second World
War.

The foreword, by the way, is
by the current Adjutant Gen-
eral, Gen Sir Michael Rose,
not a relative, just a “distant
member of the Rose clan”.

He commends this lively
book as “charming and very
human”. - JM

Medal-winning stayer
charges past the post

AT last, one of the most impor-
tant modern works of military
history is complete.

The final part of the Mar-

quess of Anglesey’s A History of

the British Cavalry 1816-1919,
a monumental chronicle of the
Army’s mounted arm from
immediately after Warterloo
until the beginnings of mecha-
nisation, has now been pub-
lished.

The project was begun in
1973 and in the middle of the
programme Lord Anglesey had
a serious accident which set it
back by two years. Throughout
almost a quarter of a century
the work has not only had the
same publisher, Leo Cooper,
but also the same editor, Mrs
Pat Brayne, which is perhaps
unique in recent publishing.

This final volume, subtitled
The Western Front 1915-1918,
Epilogue 1919-1939, aims to
put the record straight about
the role played by mounted
fighting troops — cavalry and
yeomanry — in France and Bel-
gium during the First World
War.

It will disillusion those who
have been under the impression
that there was no
role for mounted
soldiery in trench
warfare. The book
shows how, on sur-
prisingly numer-
ous occasions, the
cavalry’s superior
mobility saved a
threatening situa-
tion. No one who reads the
book can again fully accept the
myths of the easy life enjoyed
by the mounted troops as
opposed to that of the “poor
bloody infantry”.

A History of the British
Cavalry 1816-1919 Volume  three
8: The Western Front 1915-  were hors de combat
1918, Epilogue 1919-1939 15 a result of
by The Marquess of Angle-
sey FSA, published by Leo
Cooper Pen & Sword
Books, Hardback £40.

That is not to say
there is no element of
truth in such myths,
for as the author
writes: “During the
whole of 1915 the
cavalry was virtually
never employed in
action other than as
infantry or pioneers,
though there were
occasional opportu-
nities for mounted
patrols.”

Then there was the
role known as “doing
fire brigade”, answer-
ing the call of some
hard-pressed infantry
commander. Waiting
behind the line for the
call was surprisingly
“civilised”. We learn
that well into 1915
Fortnum and Mason
maintained a shop in
Ypres, and Bethune

had an “excellent
oyster shop on the
Square”.

Furthermore, the cavalry
were able to keep up their tra-
dition of active mounted sports
such as hunting, polo and
coursing on horse
back. At one time
brigadiers

sporting acci-
dents.

In the actions in
which the cavalry
was involved on
the Western Front the casual-
ties amounted to 19,051, of
whom 4,421 were killed or
died.

One battle in which the cav-
alry took an important part

A Historyof the
British Cavalry

1816-1919

The Marquess of Anglesey ES.A.
Volume 8: The Western Front, 1915-1918

Epilogue, 1919-1939

Cover story: Detail from “The Charge of
Flowerdew’s Squadron” by Alfred Munnings,
as it appears on the cover of Volume 8

was that of Cambrai — and so
too, coincidentally, did their
successors, the tanks.

Lord Anglesey sees his book
as something of a mission. “A
chief object of this last volume
has been to enable its author to
enter the ranks of that small
contingent of writers about the
Western Front which has been
battling to dispel the numerous
myths that have grown up con-
cerning the British Army’s part
in its battles.

“Such men as John Terraine
and Paddy Griffith have been
valiantly striving over the past
few decades to put the record
straight”.

Quite another view is

expressed over the literary
work of Alan Clark who, on his
debut as a military historian in
1961, entitled his book The
Donkeys, a reference to the
First World War generals lead-
ing the British soldiers who
fought “like lions” (German
C-in-C Ludendorf’s words).

Clark made it clear that he
had no more regard for the
cavalry as an arm of war than
for the Army’s generals.

Lord Anglesey certainly
does not agree with either of
these contentions and Clark is
condemned in the most direct
manner, as being “the most
arrogant and least respectable
of writers on the war”, and his
book is described as “a
deplorable travesty”.

Such damning criticism of a
writer in modern times is rare.
A J P Taylor and Basil Liddell
Hart emerge with slightly less
wounding judgement; of the
latter, whom Clark called “the
most acknowledged master of
military history”, Anglesey
comments: “Acknowledged, yes;
‘master’, alas, not entirely!”

An across-the-table confront-
ation between the author of this
book and Alan Clark would
make fascinating television.

Lord Anglesey sums up his
aim in producing this remark-
able work: “It has been my
intention to present a fair and
detailed account of peacetime
life and the wartime actions of
the British mounted arm . . .”

That he has succeeded is evi-
denced by the award of the
Chesney Gold Medal, given in
recognition of historical exel-
lence under the auspices of the
Royal United Services Insti-
tute. — BJ

BOOKS IN BRIEF

In the Eye of the Storm by Maj
Gen Patrick Cordingley. Now in
paperback, the remarkably frank
and engaging memoir of life at the
sharp end by the Gulf War Desert
Rats commander, now senior
security adviser to the Omani
Army. Coronet, £6.99.

Counter-Terrorism Equipment
by lan V Hogg, illustrated by Ray
Hutchins. Survey of the awe-
inspiring array of weapons, sights,
surveillance kits, detection devices,

bomb trailers and specialised
vehicles available internationally
for the unending fight against ter-
rorism. Greenhill Books, hard-
back, £12.99.

Nuremberg: The Last Battle by
David Irving. Prominent historian
brings his investigative powers to
bear on the “trial of the century”,
using previously  unpublished
diaries, records and photographs.
Focal Point Publications, London,
hardback, £20.

The Last Days of the Raj by
Trevor Royle. Masterly account of
a benchmark in British imperial
history. Republished in paperback
to coincide with this year's 50th
anniversary of India's indepen-
dence. John Murray, £13.

Ray Mears’ World of Survival by
Ray Mears and Jane Hunter.
Companion volume to excellent
BBC TV series presented by a mil-
itary survival expert. Introduces
the reader colourfully to tech-

niques used in Baffin Island,
Armhem Land, Siberia, Western
Samoa, Namibia and Indonesia.
HarperCollins, hardback, £14.99.

1915: The Death of Innocence
by Lyn Macdonald. Military history
at its most “popular” and possibly
even its best as this painstaking
chronicler's fearsome record of
one disillusioning and dispiriting
year of the war is published in
paperback. Includes 73 black-and-
white photographs. Penguin, £9.99.
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Kinlet Hall Bewdley Worcestershire
A happy family-run school for boys and girls 7 to 13+
Moffats has close, longstanding ties with Service families

* Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

* High standards, with small classes and sensible discipline
#* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

* Our own escorts to and from airports and stations

% Hospitality and fun for children in at half-term and exeats.

Prospectus from the joint Heads, Mark and Alexandra Daborn

Telephone: Kinlet (01299) 841230. Fax: (01299) 841444

CADET EXECUTIVE OFFICER - CITY & NE LONDON ACF
required in early October 1997.
* Salary inclusive £16,000 - £24,000.
* Application by 31 July 1997, interviews 19 August.
* Age under 56 on appointment.
Applicants should have held a commission and be able to demonstrate
wide experience of administration and staff procedures, operate service
funds and accounts and advise on military training.
Contact with CV and 2 referees:
Deputy Secretary,
Greater London TAVRA, Duke of York’s Headquarters,
London SW3 4RY.

EX. DYNAMIC IMPACT

request for witnesses

If you were a member of 1 PARA or 23 PFA
or any other part of SAB Bde,
we need your help.
If you witnessed the events on
5th or 7th May 1994
please contact us in confidence:
M Fielding of Roythorne & Co., Solicitors,
8, The Ropewalk, Nottingham NG1 5DT.

Telephone: 0115 948 4555

INSTRUCTORS - MicroQuiz can convert:

[} Computer slide presentations into 35mm Slide Presentations
"I Lesson viewfoils into new style computer slide presentations
‘I Lesson viewfoils, or notes, into 35mm Slide Presentations
‘| Photographs to 35mm- slides or vice-versa

*| Video screen images to slides, computer disks or photographs.

“Work with the best presentation” MicroQuiz,
at realistic prices. 35 Shrewsbury Road,
Contact MicroQuiz on: Worksop,
Phone/fax: 01909 479603 Nottinghamshire, S80 2PA

MILITARY CV SERVICES
The original CV service for HM Forces:
established in 1984
A world-wide CV firm run by a former
Army officer and current full-time career
consultant. Past clients include men and
women of all ranks from every part of the

Army.

Services normally cost less than £1 per Slide/OHP/Image
"
- for Military

.
C V'S personnel

Professionally prepared. Compelling styles.
Quality content. Impeccable presentation.
Competitive price. Nation/World-wide service.
Laser printing. Free client CV storage
CVs for Military/Civilian jobs, Resumes,
Updates, Application Letters, etc

SERVICE - CV

Full details from:
Anthony Jacques,

Dept (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH. PL7 3HZ

LTeIIFax 01752 - 344842 (24 hrs) y

66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU

Tel: 01483 823766 o

RLC MESS DRESS FROM
* THE MESS KIT SHOP”
OFFICERS AND SNCO'’s
Now available - “Off the Peg”
Part made and finished off to your correct size.
No need for expensive fittings!
Also - LADIES’ MESS DRESS

All at unbelievable prices!!
Call us today or visit us at:

| Samum

WHY PAY MORE?

EX. DYNAMIC IMPACT

Notice to members of

1 PARA

Under the Limitations Acts, if you wish to lodge a
claim for your injuries sustained during

EX. DYNAMIC IMPACT
5th - 7th May 1994

you must do so before 5th May 1997.

IF NOT, YOU LOSE YOUR CLAIM

We are retained by several of your colleagues.

Please contact:
M Fielding of Roythorne & Co., Solicitors
8, The Ropewalk, Nottingham NG1 SDT.
Telephone: 0115 948 4555

SPECIALISTS IN MILITARY LAW
01252 343567

FREE advice call (countrywide)
or

first office interview

FOSTER WELLS
Solicitors - Aldershot

C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & Master
Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services, over
2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different Media
Presentation types available, Complete package
providing Unbeatable Quality
For an Information Pack
please Phone or Write to:
Mr MacDonald
3 Argent Close, Hall Road, Hull,
East Yorkshire HU6 9UA
Tel/Fax: 01482 804643 (Open 7 days a week) o8

NEED A CV?

For free details contact the
specialists in FORCES' CVs
(Established 1981)

Forces Dept
PO Box 573,
Sutton Coldfield,
West Midlands
B73 6PA
0121-355 2187

SERVICES_
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‘ WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU

HHAHERS,

Memories
of BMH
Rinteln

YOUR article on the last births
at the British Military Hospital
Rinteln (March 17) brought back
memories for my wife and me.

My eldest daughter was born
in what was then RAF Hospi-
tal Rinteln, on December 20,
1951, while I was serving with
108 Coy RASC in Hameln.

Two days later I finished up
in the same hospital after being
badly injured in a car accident
on my way home after visiting
my wife and child.

Even in those days the care
paid to all patients was of the
highest order. I was sorry to
hear that the establishment
would soon be closing.

Thank you for your excel-
lent magazine, which keeps me
up to date with today’s Army.
- R L Griffin (ex-Sgt
RASC), Raunds, Northants.

Brett (1

MY NAME is Brett Griffin
and I am ten years old. My
grandad buys Soldier magazine
and passes all of his copies on
to me.

I would like to be a soldier
myself. I have camouflage
trousers, jacket and cap. My
grandad gave me a tank
helmet, a lanyard and a scale
model of a Churchill tank and
also lets me borrow his REME
belt.

I read in your magazine last
year that Jamie Westbrook,
aged 11, also enjoys reading
Soldier, so my Grandad said I
might be your youngest reader.

My nan has phoned the Ter-
ritorial Army to see if they have
a training programme for my
age group.

I think being a soldier is one
of the bravest jobs in the world.
— Brett Griffin, Redditch,
Worecs.

® Following Jamie’s letter last
April we heard of several even
younger readers and one Soldier
fan of 2'/=. May we suggest to all
youngsters like Brett who are
interested in joining the Army that
they get in touch with their local
Army Cadet Force unit or write to
The Army Cadet Force Associa-
tion, The Duke of York’s Head-
quarters, London SW3 4RR. —
Editor.

|

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

2 Para on learning curve in Northern Ireland — Pages 22-23

can’t wait to
join the Arm

Brett Griffin writes: “We were on our way home from a sports day at school
one summer and to my delight | saw this truck parked near my nan’s
house. That is my sister on the right. | hope you are considering putting
this in Soldier magazine, as my Grandad ‘Shep’ will be looking out for it.”

Soldier welcomes letters for publication from all readers, whatever their status.
Letters must be brief, typed or written clearly and include the correspondent’s
name and address in block capitals, not necessarily for publication. Anony-
mous letters will not be considered. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the
decision of the Editor, who reserves the right to edit for length, clarity or style.

s
\2Paea ARETHE BEST ) |

“Yes, yes, Cpl Satterthwaite, | realise your disappointment in having to curtail your origami
lessons but | really cannot withdraw you from your platoon sergeants’ course at Brecon”

-

“

Brassed off
over ‘joke’
trade union

WITH reference to the “In the
Press” items on setting up a
trade union for the Services
(March 17), I tried this at
Lippstadt in 1980 when I was
serving with 22 Sig Regt.

It was more as a joke than
anything — all the lads had
cards, and so on. Our emblem
read SNAFU - Soldiers’
National Armed Forces Union.

The brass weren’t impressed.
— Tony Levy (R Sigs, 1972~
81), Wednesfield, Staffs.

Wrong angle

I WRITE in response to the
article on angling (Mar 31). As
a former secretary of the Army
Angling Association (coarse
section) I was dismayed to read
that it was “newly formed”.
While applauding the initia-
tive of the Bulford-Larkhill team,
I must caution them against
publicising themselves as rep-
resenting the association.
Angling is recognised by the
Army Sport Control Board,
and the AAA represents all
anglers. Finally, well done to
the Bulford-Larkhill lads on a
good start to their campaign. —
WO2 (SQMS) Gus Brindle,
HQ AFSOUTH, BFPO 8.
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GETTING the British Army
into the field and keeping it
there is the responsibility of
the Royal Logistic Corps
(RLC), formed on April 5,
1993 from its acknowledged
predecessors, the Royal Corps
of Transport, Royal Army
Ordnance Corps, Royal Pio-
neer Corps, Army Catering
Corps and the Postal and
Courier Service of the Royal
Engineers.

While each predecessor
traces its own specific history
variously to the 18th, 19th
and 20th centuries, all have
antecedents which stretch
back to the first use of men as
soldiers in war.

The RLC is responsible for
the supply and distribution
functions of the British Army
and a wide variety of support-
ing services, in peace, on
operations and at war.

Officers and soldiers of the
RLC are trained in a range of
logistic skills which they put
into practice daily in support
of the British Army. To meet
this challenge, RLLC soldiers
are trained in one of 16
important, demanding and
rewarding trades.

The postcard illustrated

A 13-part postcard series on the new regiments and corps of the British Army of the 1990s

THE ROYAL LOGISTIC CORPS

THE ROYAL LOGISTIC
CORPS

here was reproduced from a
watercolour painting by Alix
Baker. It shows:

® Soldier: Combat dress,
with SA80 rifle.

® Sergeant major: No 2
dress.

® Director of Music: The
blue frock coat worn by the

Director of Music was origi-
nally introduced into service
as “undress” early in the last
century. By today’s standards
itis an elegant and formal gar-
ment.

® Hagglund all-terrain car-
rier: Taken into service by the
British Army, mainly for use

For details of this and other postcards depicting regiments and corps of the British Army, send SAE to: Geoff White Ltd., 19, Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol, BS19 BJA)

in Norway. Itis in service with
the ACE Mobile Force (Log-
istics) Battalion at Bulford.

@® Background: The Royal
Army Ordnance Corps War
Memorial at The Princess
Royal Barracks, Deepcut,
where it is the backdrop to
parades of the new corps.

Dragon badge

FURTHER to letters on the China
Dragon, can any reader explain
how the Buffs — the 3rd of Foot,
descended from a regiment raised
for service in the Netherlands in
1672 — came to have a dragon for
a cap badge? And how did the
saying come about, “Steady the
Buffs”? — Edward Kelly, Dover.

AN earlier correspondent referred
to the 49th Foot being awarded
the China Dragon. But the Dragon
was never worn by the Hertford-
shires (49th Foot). Can someone
sort that one out? — R Edwards
(ex-Beds and Herts/ Herts Regt
TA), Hertford.

GSM ‘Near East’

A colleague reckoned the GSM
18/64 should never have been
awarded for Op Musketeer ‘56 as
the action took place in Africa,
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which was specifically excluded in
the rules relating to its issue.

Moreover, in an effort to dis-
guise Egypt’s location in this conti-
nent, the term “Near East’ was
embossed on the clasp whereas
about 100,000 of us out there
around that time knew it as the
“Middle East".

As Baldrick might sum up, “|
think it was part of a cunning plan
to outwit foreigners.” — W H D
Podd, Lowestoft, Suffolk.

| AM writing on behalf of the 1st Bn
Buffs and other soldiers who
served in the Suez Canal Zone. |
was there in 1951-52 when we
were shot at by the Egyptian
police and Army at Port Tawfig
and Port Fayid. | shall be writing to
the appropriate authority about
medal entitlement. — H H Newing,
Whitstable, Kent.

Service numbers

FURTHER to the replies on the
subject of military numbers,
before the Second World War
Regular regiments had their own
block numbers.

During the war additions were
made for various corps and units.
When enlisting or being called up
all started in the General Service

Corps for six weeks primary train-
ing before being posted. The GSC
had block numbers in force — 1400
5001 to 1500 0000 and 1900 0001
to 1920 0000.

The system is still in use today,
with all new recruits having an
eight-digit number (eg 24072935).

My source is Lt Col D C R Ward
KOSB. - A F Brocklehurst,
Penarth, S Glamorgan.

Dead Man’s Number

PETE-DE-WOQD’s letter (March
17) is incorrect. My Army number
was 14114533. Nos 14114501 to

QLR Museum

IN the pages devoted to military
museums (advertisement feature,
March 17) | read that the museum
of the Queen’s Lancashire Regi-
ment incorporates the archives
etc of the Loyal (North) Lancashire
Regiment.

The proper name of the regi-
ment was the Loyal Regiment
(North Lancashire) from 1921 until
its amalgamation with the Lan-
cashire Regiment (Prince of
Wales's Volunteers) in 1970. It
may have been an unusual name
but it was ours and we were proud

14114860 were allocated in Janu-
ary 1946 to Royal Engineers and
REME potential officers when we
were mustered at Sobraon Bar-
racks, Colchester, after complet-
ing two-and-a-half-year Engineer
cadet courses.

There were some earlier, small-
er batches whose numbers were
probably within 14113000 and
14114500. Half, or slightly more,
of these were commissioned
during 1946, then taking six-figure
numbers beginning P/37. - Capt J
F Mapstone ERD, (RE retd),
Northampton.

of it. — Michael B Potter (ex-
Loyals), Bedford.

Identical twins

ON the subject of identical twins
(“Which is which Steer”, March
17), unless | am mistaken the first
to join the Army after the end of
National Service were W/427521
Pte S A Farley and W/427526 Pte
S A Farley.

They joined in 1965, appeared
on Hughie Green's television
show, Double Your Money, and
left on marriage in 1968. — K B
Arm, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs.



COMPETITION 659

HOW

These pictures are from
our Frank Finch cartoon
archives. Find ten differ-
ences in detail and you
could be £50 richer or win
a new book. Circle the
differences in the bottom
picture, cut out the whole
panel, add your name and
address and send to
HOAY 659, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot
GU11 2DU by May 2. Do
not include anything else

OBSERVANT
ARE YOU?

Wi
£5

in your envelope. More
than one entry can be sub-
mitted but photocopies
cannot be accepted. The
first correct entries drawn
will be the winners. No
correspondence of any
kind can be entered into.
The names of the
winner of the £50 first
prize and two runners-up
(awarded book prizes) will
be announced in the
May 26 issue.

Name : (Give initials and rank or title)

Address :

Competition No 656 (March 3 issue): First correct entry
drawn was from Mr Ken Lobley, of Todmorden, Lan-
cashire, who wins £50. Book prizes go to runners-up WO1
R G Raynor, Twickenham, Middlesex, and Mr W J Quinn, of
Northern Ireland. The ten differences were: centre branch
of tree; hand, right shoulder of second figure from left;
right foot, third figure from left; instructor’s right cuff, right
ankle; head of second figure from right; back of right-hand
figure; line, bottom left of right-hand window; cuff of
combat jacket under table.

Subscribe to

SOLDIER

The official magazine of the British Army

OVERSEAS
One year £23.00 Q One year £32.20 d
Two years  £40.00 d Two years  £60.00 d

SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

NAME:

ADDRESS: : :

POSTCODE: _
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)

Send your cheque/PO (made payable to "SOLDIER") to: i
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EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES WORCESTERSHIRE
Plus PR T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS ,a MEDAL SERVICE

Embroidered garments - inal 24+ ( BASEBALL

Full size and miniature medals

printed sweats and T-shirts, min. qty. 36\, C?PSV‘ supplied and mounted for wear
BADGES-EMBROIDERED - min. qty. 25 Sr\rln?;ﬁlr?ey ggggFQO’ g#:b"'g‘%gf
ENAMELLED - min. 100 s / ’ '

* BLAZER BADGES - min. 5
TIES — Woven - min. 50

clasps, efc.

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
| Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 OLG
Printed - min. 36 Telephone (01527) 835375

Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50 Access/Visa welcome .
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25 (28910)

- WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochur c CA'rlJ S
nsgn to Kilcreggan, Dunbartonshire G84 0JN / _/A_RI RE

MOTIFS

: 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854

2 &‘”“‘ ] Singles, doubles groups or the
e . o whole Mess.

Ask for samples and prices

L. 5oTHE -SPOT

2 ) Quick fun caricatures
=y at your gvent

GENERAL SERVICE CROSS
LOST YOUR

MICHAEL JAY

VISTA TIES

S @ TR
S Woconremiace R " UNIFORMS | 0181- 441 6607
% We can rep|ace N Over 300 individual Regimental LJNIFORMS -
designs held in stock in Silk .
=) | (@) 2] - =
= them NOW! X and Polyester. MADE TO MEASURE
E OR's and Officers Mess Dress
< % /' ‘ Officers No. 2 Dress [ DRAB
w - ’ OR'’s and Officers No.1 Dress
'51 N ’ Officers British Warm Overcoats NAME TAPES
S.B. Blazers
S M : (M2
= gimental D.B. Blazers (IN SETS OF SIX TAPES)
9] m Far’ ‘ - Sports Jackets and Trouser:
your own design we offer a poris Jackets and Trousers
m Full size & Miniatures free coloured visual by return. Dinner Suits ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
g Mounting Service & Ribbons % Printed or woven designs. Lounge Suits S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.
TD!'I S.A.E. for Replacement List g P °”;fn’f;;uf:f;‘;'r”;;’:;:;eﬁ’r';ei"’”" R L Lancashire Embroidery &
TOAD HALL. NEWTON FERRERS ' : s Insignia Ltd.,
k PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL8 1DH ™ VISTA TIES, 28 HIGH STREET, Michael Jay Tailoring Knowsley Industrial Park North,
TEL 01752 872672 FAX 872723 MERSTHAM, SURREY RH1 3EA. 1 SITOMDBLEINEDS PARK STOWMARKET Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.
TEL: 01737 645113
BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE FAX: 01737 645892 = ISR R B e Phone: 0151-546 5161/2

BRITAI
PRO-BOOTS

Latest issue Goretex severe

HI-TEC Magnum leather /
cordura lightweight combat boots,
ideal for tactical use.
Magnum Boots
£40.00
" Magnum Sympatex
100% w/proof £70.00
Magnum All Leather
£50.00

Danner & Matterhorn Boots
Severe weather. Thinsulate.
Goretex. Vibram soles.

|1) Army Issue
Assault Boots
New £39.99
Goretex Army
Issue Boot Liners.
(Mid calf length)
New £16.99

(3) 3) Army Issue 80%

< wool socks. £2.99 | gapdees

PLCE Chest Rig CWC are genuine Military
; Issue & offer a two year
guarantee. Available

weather boots. Speed lace.
Waterproof. Durable.
@ Breathable. Special

2

once only offer.

RRP £150.00

‘n PLCE Bergen 125 | Soldier ‘95 PLCE DPM Tactical Ops.
litre. Side pouches | Assault vest. 8 assorted pouches plus 2 large
make a 35 litre day ol < E map/storage
patrol pack. Cordura pockets. Holster
outer, lightweight "u;whufl'fﬂﬁmc'
and durable. ;;;:h,::hii,
Only £145.00

T

mesh vest,
" quick release
fastening

front. Built to

Full range of Berghaus and Military
issue rucksacks in stock,

Genuine Issue. 3 ammo, 2 utility : =
Pouches. Main body of rig is a large General service

General service

Berghaus Vulcan £175  Berghaus Munro . : last, NEW £125.00 storage area. Built to last. with date £68.00 £55.00
Berghaus Atlas £175 £64.99 Only available from Silverman’s DPM or Green £47.99 (not including strap - (not including strap -
= = Gennme SAS, = Ismm grey Aﬁ'ﬂ)i lﬁm gre; 9)
- PARA and © 7 -
O ! GORETEX Merlin ﬁ-‘,m?’i;‘-;
: P
w1 smocks. Softie 3

Stay Warm 5 All SIZes. { sleeping bag.
i it $ Genuine g
and comfortable. DPM Insulates down to
Buffalo Sp6 Shirts: £84.99 l,igl‘it- zero degrees. Packs

Olive or Black A weight very small. £59.99

. ) ) 1 Special Boat Pilots Chronograph
; Shirts Tt : Spec grap
Original Mmfntam "Jhl.l'ls 4 iackergtg g Full range of SnugPak and Military Service 300m Quartz - £220.00

£79.99: Olive Ei"ﬂllﬂlfﬁ in .';%*_“l:' Issue sleeping bags available. Goretex ;‘igbe:;':{c‘“slam Q{Tﬁf:ﬁ;!sr:;:ﬁmn”
All other Buffalo kit stocked § * “stock Military Issue Bivvy Bags also in stock. . {2;[9_;," L
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Cut the cost of your
national and
international

telephone calls
by between ﬁ
30% and 50%.
UK or overseas. Interested?
Call or fax-back on UK
01630 638835

Regimental Blazer Badges,
Plaques, Car Badges,
Ties & Key Fobs
Send s.a.e. for price list
D ] Parkinson (S)
186b Lewes Road, Brighton
Sussex BN2 3LD
Tel: 01273 686877 (a.m. only)

D11

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR
TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS
SWEATERS RUGBY JERSEYS

BASEBALL CAPS TIES

AND MUCH MORE

FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE
SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR
5 Vernon Place Northern Court
Basford Nottingham NG6 ODE
Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

LOST ME DALS

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
31 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre
7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979
0374 133493 o8

MILITARY INSIGNIA
My latest fully illustrated 1997
catalogue lists well over 1500 items
of British insignia.

All current beret badges, cloth,
anodised and metal, officers’ bullion
and metal badges, DZ’s, para wings,
shoulder titles, cloth arm badges plus
keyrings, lapel badges and sweetheart
badges, Victorian to last war,all made
by master craftsmen.

Helmer plates, Glengarry badges and
-~ cap badges - send £2.00

to:

Mike Lapworth (s),

26 Southdown Road,
Bristol BS9 3NL.

To advertise on this page
costs only £6.25 (+ VAT)
per single column centimetre

T-SHIRTS
POLOSHIRTS

DRILL TOPS

=
A

SWEATSHIRTS
RUGBYSHIRTS

FROM TEES TOTAL BY MAIL ORDER ONLY A RANGE
OF EMBROIDERED GARMENTS WITH BRITISH FORCES
LETTERING & A CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING EMBLEMS.

SFOR BADGE, NATO FLAG,
UNION JACK (UJ),
SCOTTISH FLAG (SC),
WELSH FLAG (WELSH),

¢ 9.50 [Z:333
SRR SAMPLE
£14.50 NIz11:4)

{on orders of mare than 20 gorments)

U.K. MADE OLIVE GREEN
T-SHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS,
POLOSHIRTS AND CAPS.

HUNDREDS OF
EMBROIDERED
STOCK DESIGNS
AVAILABLE.

CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE

99

o

€29

-

00
00

TO H.M. FORCES

ENGRAVING

Service Available

GLOSSOP TROPHIES

rr-\Mamnaciure Pewter Tankards, Trophies, Goblets and

Hip Flasks

"-‘ "’Tankards engraved with Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT
Y SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE

TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377
¥ GLOSSOPS TROPHIES, 86 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE

TIES, BADGES & PLAQUES
by mail order
REGIMENTS,

SHIPS,
SQUADRONS
Clubs & reunion associations.
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc.
SAE appreciated.
The Heraldic Co, (GB) Dept S,

Overbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge

End, Coleford, Glos GL16 7HA

Tel/fax: 01594 832200 (8am/ 10pm)

@ English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

@® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SRORTSLTD.

Vista House, 28 High Street, Merstham,

Surrey RH1 3EA.

Tel: 01737 645113 Fax: 01737 645892

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,

Baseball Hats, Ties,

Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS
12 Avenue Industrial Estate
Justin Road, London E4 8SU
Telephone: 0181-523 3283
Fax: 0181-531 7298

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE COMPANY

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES £10.00
FRAMED GOLD WIRE BADGES £12.00 6"x6"
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £3.50
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIVES
(Black) £21.50
BLACK BERETS £7.00
REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS £8.30
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £19.00
ONE-OFFs, A SPECIALITY

11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw,
Oldham, Lancs OL2 8TJ.
Fax/Telephone 01706 846648

PRINTED or Emntbrocderes,
TO YOUR OWN DESIGN 5
* T-SHIRTS

* SWEATSHIRTS
* POLOSHIRTS

L3
9 /

* RUGBY SHIRTS

i *

-

naxunﬂ'?

=2/

RETURN YOUR ORDER FORM ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO TEES TOTAL, 153 HIGH STREET,
WOOTTON BASSETT , SWINDON , WILTSHIRE SN4 7AB. PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES / POSTAL
ORDERS PAYABLE TO TEES TOTAL. ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY.

FILL IN YOUR ADDRESS DETAILS BELOW OR IF YOU WISH TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD ( ACCESS,
VISA, MASTERCARD,EUROCARD ) PLEASE COMPLETE IN FULL.

8 * DRILL TOPS 5
SWEATERS * CAPS

. For FREE colour brochure from
the U.K's leading supplier to
H.M. Forces contact:

TEES TOTAL

High Street,Wootton Bassett,
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB  §
TEL:(01793) 849888

FAX:(01793) 849890 §

CARDHOLDERS FULL NAME (Please Print) :
DELIVERY / CREDIT CARD BILLING ADDRESS ...

VALID FROM -t ssnensns

wesonowsenss [ | | | | | | |

T
|

i

}

CARD ISSUE No. (Where more than one person is authorised to use (2= ) R

E, g NO EMBLEM (NE).
(8] 0O SHIRT COLOURS AVAILABLE:-
R B3 T-SHIRTS (WHITE, OLIVE,NAVY)
A POLOSHIRTS (OLIVE , NAVY)
O e% SWEATSHIRTS (OLIVE, NAVY)
RC RUGBY SHIRTS (BOTTLE,NAVY)
DRILL TOPS (BOTTLE , NAVY)
SIZES:- MEDIUM (36-38) , LARGE (40) , EX-LARGE (42-44)
EX-EX-LARGE (46) BUT N/A IN OLIVE POLOS & SWEATS.
GARMENT
TYPE COLOUR SIZE EMBLEM COST
ALL PRICES INCLUDEP & P TOTAL COST

CARDHOLDERS SIGNATURE

I.AUTHORISE TEES TOTAL TO DEBIT MY CARD AS PAYMENT FOR MY ORDER TO THE VALUE OF E...._..

DATE ...

35
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4 Joy’s Roses ),

v & Flowers >y
AT

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery
to an address in the U.K. or N.Ireland

Include your own special message
to show that you have your loved one in mind

SEASONAL BOUQUET MIXED - £15.00
SEASONAL BOUQUET - £20.00

Use this advert as an order form

12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £18.50
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
JOY'S SPECIAL BOUQUETS
Bouquet special mixed 0 flowers £22.50
Bouquets/Pink Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 3O flowers £16.50
Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern — 30 flowers £17.50
Iris (Blue) Carnations/Freesia/Fern ~ 30 flowers £14.60
Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern - 20 flowers £11.50
MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
SAMMY SEAL (Pure White) (Silver Beige) 27" long £22.65
PINKY MOTHER PIG + 3 PIGLETS (Pale Pink) 107+ 7" long £24.75
BERTIE BADGER (Black & White) 22" long £22.60

THE PERSONALISED LOVING BEARS

MARY'S TEDDY/RACHEL'S BEAR/WITH LOVE/ALL MY LOVE/
LOVE DADDY/LOVE PHIL/LOVE TOM/LOVE MUM/LOVE MUMMY
No more than 12 letters per line (3 lines only), A space counts as a letter.
Choice of Colpured Jumpers: Dark Blue/Light Blue/Red

WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/Blue 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR  (Gold. Jointed) D/B—-L/B-Red 14" high £22.75

Prices and order forms available upen request

Prices include P&P + VAT
N.B. Peak periods - flowers may be used from other sources

VISA, ACCESS, and AMEX ACCEPTED - INCLUDE EXPIRY DATE

Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:

‘Joy’s Roses and Toys’, Flamingo,
St Sampsons, Guernsey C.l. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 46708
Fax: (01481) 43406

REGIMENTAL
BROOCHES

MADE IN OUR OWN WORKSHOPS
9ct gold from £130  Diamond from £350-£2000
Details & price list write, phone or fax
0121 551 7366
J.M. BICKERTON
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
Presents that last a lifetime

\ EMBROIDERED WITH YOUR GIFT OF LOVE MESSAGE FOR EXAMPLE )

FORMERLY PRIORY PEWTER
High quality pewter tankards,
hip flasks, goblets, plates and

much more. Engraved with

d% Regimental Badges, Crests and

{I Logos to your own designs.

f }“: Competitive prices.

4 Full colour brochure.

\5 A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD

Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield S1 3JA
Tel: 0114 272 5676 & 0114 275 4168 Fax: 0114 272 6651

ARE YOU PERMANENTLY ON PARADE /
OR IN THE SPOTLIGHT? IF SO, YOU /
NEED LEATHER LUSTRE FOR THAT |
PERMANENT HIGH GLOSS FINISH /

/

FREEDOM FOR ALL THAT OFF-DUTY TIME J,"’AFTER THE
/

LOST ON SHINING LEATHER IS HERE

LEATHER LUSTRE is a Space Age formula that
gives your leather a permanent high gloss finish.
Not for a week, month or year, but for the life

of your leather product. You will always be
ready for inspections, details, conventions
or whatever your career may be. When

the shine gets dull or dirty it only requires
dusting, washing with a damp sponge,

or use of common household furniture
polish. It is guaranteed not to crack,

peel, or harm the leather in any way.

Look around you and find the best
looking leather you have ever seen
and you will have found someone
using LEATHER LUSTRE.

This product has been used by law
enforcement, fire and rescue, sports
officials, medical and military
personnel throughout the world.

We will send you an 8 oz can with full

instructions for only £10.50 plus £2.50

for postage and packing and you will /

have enough to do all of your shoes, /

belts, boots, etc., with plenty left over. [ %—:
For larger orders please ring for trade B —

prices. T
'\PECIAI OFFER - BUY 5 TINS AND GET ONE FREE
I THLRLLS'TRI* (MIDLANDS) LIMITE , (SM).

Unit 3, Apex Business Park, Walsall Road, Norton Canes, Cannock, Staffordshire
WSI11 3PU. Tel: 01543 450064 FaxL 01543 279738.

... Boz cans @ £10.50 per can

SE : Total cost of cans

AAIeSS.cnsireriiinrraes s sseesssess s enenen ; P&P £2.50 per can
. TOTAL ENCLOSED
DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON LARGER ORDER. Sol 14/04

HAS YOUR SERVICE
BEEN RECOGNISED
COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS FOR:
* COMBATANT SERVICE
* SEA SERVICE
* AVIATION SERVICE
* ARMY SERVICE
* FOREIGN SERVICE
* VOLUNTEER SERVICE
* NATIONAL DEFENCE

For Information send a STAMPED self addressed 34" x 8%" business envelope to:
Service Commemoratives - P.O. Box 4, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10. 3ZT

36

COSTELLO

CIVIL & MILITARY BESPOKE TAILORS
LADIES & GENTS
MESS DRESS

SPECIALISTS f§ ” ]
INTEREST

FREE CREDIT.

All Accessories
Supplied.
For All Your Uniform.
Suit & Blazer
Requirements
Contact,
284-294 Ley St.
liford Essex. IG1 4BS
UK 01814782780
GERMANY 05252 4631
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RANGERS maZba

PEUGEOT MAIN DEALER Tax Free Sales
BETWEEN BULFORD CAMP AND LARKHILL * Immediate delivery on most models
g Forces discounts on full Peugeot * Full UK spec * Low/no deposit finance
Range* * Part exchange * Continental delivery
" ;'”a”"e at °°mp;““"e rates " ¥ 323 from £9,149 % 626 from £9,999
= ient s trade-in
fac(:ii(l)i?yvenlen ana generou | I\/l)(5 fr‘gm E’lO}OQQ

EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
BFG AND BENELUX

THEN COME TO THE BEST
BUY DIRECT FROM THE U.K.’s No. 1

EXPORT DEALER pOOL AUTOS
Ring Rick Barton 01980 653434, from Germany 0044 1980 653434 or write 7020 Mons, Belglum
to: Rangers TMs, Rangers Garage, FREEPOST, Durrington, Salisbury, Tel: [65] 728836 Fax: (65] 724487
Wilts SP4 8BR, England (no stamp required). _ _ _

- ememeemesessesssessme————————————— Serving the Services since 1968

POST THIS COUPON FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK 1 oo ccmm e cccmmmmmm——————
NAME AND RANK ....coiiiiiiii et Please forward details on:
ADDRESS.............cocvrivinns cesEensesis T NS WU S O 323[] 626 ] MX3[] MX5[] MXB[] Xedos[ ]
........................................................... TEL: i sisimissmiponssiipsiingiines Other makes [ J.........coccovoeieieeeee..LHD/RHD
UNIT e DEL. REQBY ...

Part exchange details ...........cocooviiiiiccc e

COUNTY OF USE....iiiieiciiiiiicicceieii e
SOLDIER 08

We offer you the LOWEST PRICES on a wide range of

NEW CARS

Advanced Car Exports

Official PEUGEOT Agents

Please contact: Stan Bateman, Advanced Car Exports,
FREEPOST, P.0. BOX 470, BUSHEY, HERTS WD2 1WD
Tel: 0181-950 0500 (or Fax: 0181-950 8511)

%) SERVICE

W/ ey

aeinbapebfeprity

| BE BATTLE READY! | | i

| "You can be better prepared and equipped with SASS |
-

i UNIQUE military clothing and equipment. i B AUXHALL VW
| ' : FOR THOSE WHO DEMAND I
THE BEST AND KNOW
THE DIFFERENCE. |
For your FREE I
36 page colour catalogue
write or telephone | [ % {aminterasted in
SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES I . Part-exchange detalls
St. George's Works, St. George's i . Country of use
Quay, Lancaster,
Lancashire LA1 5QJ | m;?::;:g#fu"
Telephone (01524) 64204 1

SR ——E L A L i p—
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Y~ (e e Gary, 29, 100% genuine, ex-TA Second-hand bookshop requires e e R S
l fzen ‘P"'JJS l squaddie enjoys keep-fit, dining out, books on all subjects, especially mili- | EJJGC}M&‘-‘JHUJJJJ'-&'-”EJ
pubs, clubs and cosy nights in. Seeking tary history and politics. We collect!
REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write  British and American regular female =~ TYLON BOOKS, Merton Abbey
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine  soldier pen pals, aged 18-30. AIA Mills, Merantum Way, London SW19 f t k
at the address below. The box number ~ Photo appreciated. P961 s 2RD. Tel: 0181 540 4371. EOl onre 19né

must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the
envelope. Your envelope must be no
larger than 8" x 4" and should contain
only a letter plus a photograph if
requested. Replies received more than
three months after the cover date and
large, heavy, or poorly addressed
envelopes will not be forwarded.

TO ADVERTISE FOR A PEN

Anne, 31, 5’6", single mum wnth
dark brown hair and brown eyes.
Enjoys walking, meeting people,
swimming and music. Seeking male
pen pals aged 30 - 35ish. P960

| Books 1

The Guidebook to joining the
French Foreign Legion (currently
recruiting up to 40 yrs of age). The

[ Gars, |

Absolutely urgent. Wanted — LHD
vehicles. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555

0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm seven days). .

Entertainment
Function Bands,

Disco & Karaoke,
Comedians, Cabaret,
Dance Shows
For all ranks.

LOW COST DANCE FLOOR HIRE

l::c]i(',si:gleasi se;ltim:;oerd de;:;'}f complete and definitive guide to joining Wedding & Private functions
addressed envelope to: Soldier the world’s éljt: eLTRE De(ailg ir_lcludc: Tel: 0181-789 7227 / 6645
Magazine, Ordnance Road, where to join, postings within the Fax: 0181-785 3533

Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Sharon, 27, 5°4”, a caring, blue-eyed
blonde who enjoys music, reading,

Legion, a complete translation of the
famous five-year contract, promotion
scales, pay and conditions, a typical day
in the Foreign Legion, a breakdown of

SCE HOTLINE

Connextions The Name
You Can Trust!

dining out and the cinema. Seeking basic training and weapons and -
male pen pals aged 25 - 35, with equipment - for just £13.99 inc post UK 01367 241225 r [For SalEa
GSOH. P950 ;  and packaging. Send cheque/postal
order made out for £13.99 to “Salvo British and overseas military

Female, 5°7”, with fair hair. Enjoys
socialising, travelling, cycling, walk-
ing and writing letters. Seeking male
pen pals aged 26+. P951

Books” and send to: Salvo Books, Dept
2275, PO Box 106, Yelverton, Devon,
PL20 6XY. Please allow 28 d'l}s for
delivery.

badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Lastle
Street, Dover, CT16 1PW.

Liane, 16, 5’4", slim with dark 7] - Military  Badges, good RL]L.CtlUn
blonde hair and fun to be with. Enjoys ?iadBdl_'qS;]iardgei reasonable prices SAE for lists. Bringle, 2
aerobics, partying, music, shopping, R0  the Krlt%“? my- | Short Road, Smethwick, West Midlands,
socialising and the gym. Seeking male byéﬁf&i}ﬁ:ng)“:%i 866:;‘33%‘)“5 f(:l;L H O TLINE B({?_ONI 1207
pen pals aged 16 - 26. P952 Military, sports, coronation,
Volume Two (1920-1995) - £42.50 . :

< - . Post Free UK 013 67 241225 police,  school, masonic and
Davinia, 18, 5 #aja shim bruncttc‘ Direct From; miscellaneous medals and badges.
phollik e partiess films, THuSIC, bowl- H L & P King, 3 Saxon Croft, Send 2x26p stamps for list: 18
1ngland ha“;"lg a %’O(Eisggﬂ- begk;rgg Farnham GU9 7QB. Hollybank Road, Birkenhead,

ale pen pals wit age - Mereeweido 5

:l’l'l EADETREE SR g ag (Tel. 01252 716303). Merseyside 141 2SY. 0770
24 P953 m Largest manufacturers  and

Army officer = mature male, Army
officer, aged 48, with GSOH who
likes sport, walking, horse riding and
meeting people. ALA. P954

Chrissy, 29, 5’6", with brown hair
and eyes. Enjoys pubs, clubs, eating
out (especially pizza and Chinese) and
going to the coast. Seeking male pen
pals aged 28+ with GSOH. P955 s

Lady who enjoys overseas travelling,
hiking, horse riding, the gym, cycling,
and learning new languages is seeking
Nepalese-speaking pen pals of any
age. P956

Charlie, 18, petite, blue-eyed
blonde. Enjoys motorbike racing,
clubbing, music and being a DJ. Eager
to write to lonely soldiers aged 18-23.
P957 08/07

Fiona, 36, 5’6", a gregarious and
outgoing, blue-eyed brunette with
GSOH. Enjoys walking, wine and
eating out. Seeking male pen pals
aged mid to late 30’s. P958 os/e7

A SOLDIER’S POCKET BOOK”
384 pages include: Basic Battle Skills,
Fieldcraft, Orders. SOPs: Scouts,
Emergency Alarms, Routines in the
Field, Tank Target Indication, Work-
ing with Helicopters, Map Reading &
Orienteering, First Aid, NBC, Adven-
ture Trg, Skill at Arms. Full info on
SABO/LSW, Tests and APWTSs,
GPMG Light Roll, Signals, Mines,
MT Driver, Tank and Aircraft Recog-
nition. ISBN 1-874528-02-0. Price
£7.50 (inc p&p UK/BFPO). Trade
terms on application. Available from
selected Naafi Branches, Bookshops or
direct from publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free spe-
cialist booksearch. McKenzie, Low
Field, Newby, Penrith, Cumbria
CA10 3HB. Tel: 01931 715253,
SOLDIER TALK - A Squaddie’s
Handbook by Simon Cullen MBE,
240 pages. A dictionary that covers
slang, equipment, speech, operations,

SCE HOTLINE
UK OI1367 241225

Gars Wandad |

Left-hand drive vehicles urgently
wanted. Any condition. Cash buyer.
Tel: 0181-534 4016 or 0181-555
0823. Fax: 0181-534 0033 (10am to
10.30pm) seven days. e

Courses)

POLICE CAREER resettlement
courses at the Institute of Police &
Criminological Studies, University of
Portsmouth April 23th-25th & May
27th-29th, £200 per person. This
course explains and develops those

exporters of  hand-embroidered
bullion badges for Army, Navy, Air
Force, Police, schools, colleges, clubs,
etc. Flags, banners, sashes, coats-of-
arms, family crests and all military
accoutrements. Also leather gloves,
footballs, track suits. Contact: ] Arthur
(PVT) Litd, PO Box 301, Sialkot
51310, Pakistan. Fax: 02 432
588605.259

Limited edition print of the 50th
anniversary of the 21st SAS signed by
David Rowlands. £42.00 incl p+p.
Other prints include Grapple, Gulf,
Derryard, Mess Meeting. For these
and 100’ of other listed prints send
£1.85 to: S. Lebiham, 50 Singleton
Close, London SW17 9JZ.
Nato medal with clasp, former
Yugoslavia. Full size £18.85 (UK),
£16.25 (BFPO). Miniature £9.80
(UK) £8.50 (BFPO). Post paid.
Miniature Medals, 30 Coventry Road,
Burbage, Leics, LE10 2HP. 1197
Spode Plates - Parachute Regiment
1974 colours. Glosters, Cheshires,
RWF, KOSB, Maritime US Marines,

Bev, 18, 5’107, with sea-green eyes  officers & men. (Women too!!) abilities examined by the assessment RN, RCMP. Others. Offers: 01757
and brown, wavy hair. Enjoys Includes regimental nicknames.  process. Phone/fax: 01702 231877 or 701536 evenings. /97
swimming, llstclnmg to music, Reviewed in SOLDIER March 1996. 0802 506851. Written details - SAE Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
socialising, pubbing, clubbing and  £5.95 - Includes Postage. Cheques (A5) to: Career Management badges, medals, insignia. Send £1.50
having a good laugh. Seeking male  to: SCOTZART, 3/2 Academy Street,  Techniques, PO Box 2002, Hockley for list to: Caitneross (Dept S), 31
pen pals aged 18 -27. P959 wor  Edinburgh EH6 7EE. g1 SS5 6FA. Belle Vue Street, Filey, North Yorks. 2507
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PL.G.E. BRITISH ARMY
WEBBING 92 Camo web sets £70,
90 Olive web sets £45, 58 web sets
£20, PLCE olive Bergens £85, Gore-
tex lined camo jackets £50. Hundreds
more items in stock from boots to
command post tents. MAIL. ORDER
AVAILABLE. DENBIGH ARMY
SURPLUS, Plot 34, Colomendy Ind.
Est, Denbigh, Denbighshire, LL16
5TA. Tel: (01745) 814978. One of the
few remaining genuine military surplus
warehouses in UK. Send 50p in
stamps for catalogue.

TIMESHARE
FOR SALE

(RCI AFFILIATED)
Aldeas de Taray Club at
La Manga, Spain.
(Nearest airport Alicante)
Weeks 9 and/or 10 -
to own in perpetuity
£1,300 per week. (Private sale)
Lovely 2-bed duplex apariment, sleeps 6,
with exeellent on-site and local facilities.
Situated on beautiful lagoon in Southern
_ Spain. Ideal for watersports.
Only 20 mins from famous La Manga
. Golf & Country Club.
For full details and further information
please call 01252 347352.

For quality hand embroidered wire
and silk thread badges, emblems,
crests and pennants send design or
pattern for return of sample and
quotation to: “Kalsara International”,
PO Box 1034, Sialkot, Pakistan 51310.

2497
Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to: Clans and Regiments,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East
Yorkshire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and
generous discounts. Tt

Cannon Curios, 21 Bulford Road,
Durrington, Wilts. Militaria, deacts,
prints, furniture, glass, china, books,
medal cases, etc. 10-5 daily, closed
Wednesday. Tel: 01980 655099. e

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All classified advertisements are accepted on a
prepaid basis only, and are subject to the
following conditions.

The Publishers reserve the right to decline any
copy material of which they may not approve
whether an order shall have been accepted or
not. All advertisements are accepted subject to
approval and conditionally upon space being
available. The Publishers reserve the right o
make any alteration they consider necessary or
desirable in an advertisement to meet their
approval, The Publishers also reserve the right
to cancel or suspend any advertisement
without stating a reason.

While every endeavour will be made to meet
the wishes of advertisers, the Publishers do not
guarantee the insertions of any particular
advertisement.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any loss
or damage occasioned by any total or partial
failure (however caused) of publicadon or
distribution of any edition in which any
advertisement is scheduled to appear.

The Publishers shall not be liable for errors
occurring after the first msertion of an
advertisement in a series. Itis the responsibility
of the advertiser to inform the Publishers of
any such error in sufficient time to allow the
amendment. A voucher copy will not be
supplied.

Advertisements will be placed under the
following headings:
Accommaodation,

Reumions,

Situations Wanted, Training, Wanted.
Other headings will be applied if deemed
acceptable by the Publishers.

The placing of an order for the insertion of an
advertisement shall amount to an acceptance
of the above conditions and any
conditions stipulated by an agency or
advertiser shall be void insofar as they are
in conflict with them.

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehensive
range of military figurines available in
resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for
information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382. 2597
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Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations. Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:

Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax:
0121-4545393. Minimum order 25
Shields. £9.95, no VAT outside the
UK. Shieldclocks £17.50. s
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British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to:
INKERMAN Badges, PO Box 1022,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3]Q.

[ FHelicdays |

DELIGHTFUL
BLACKPOOL HOTEL

in Prime Location

Run by ex-Serviceman
Special discount rates for members of HM
Forces and their families for holidays,
breaks and functions. Prices include full
English breakfast and five course evening
meal.

25497

Holmhurst Hotel
14 Reads Avenue,
Blackpool Central
Telephone: 01253 25977

Proprietor: Tony Salvin

Costa Brava, Roses, lovely two-
bedroom apartment to rent. Pool,
gardens, T.V., 30 minutes from French
border. Tel/fax: 003472 150055

09197

Blackpool “Seaburn” guest house,
warm, friendly, ex-Forces welcome
awaits you. B+B from £14, EM [4
extra. Tel: 01253 355013.

1297

Blackpool self catering flats. Off
promenade or rural, luxury bed and
breakfast. All with private facilities.
Tel: 01253 696145.

MARCH 15, 1997

FIVE-way tie for first prize (20 goals,
£1,080 each): Sgt CM Edwards, QDG,
BFPO 16; Pte SB Galloway, 1 Hidrs ,BFPO
807; SSgt P Richardson, 225 Fd San R
Mon RE (M), Oldbury; Sgt MA Weller,
157 Tpt Regt RLC (V), Cardiff; LCpl MJW
Wilson, BFPO 804.

TWELVE-way tie for sixth prize (19 goals,
£50 each): SSgt RN Brown, ASPT,
Aldershot; Cpl MI Colston, 24 Airmob
Bde CSS Bn, Colchester; LCpl A Dryland,
3 Tk Tptr Sqn RLC, BFPO 16; Sgt JM
Dunn, 103 Bn REME (V), Redhill; Rfn DT
Harding, SOTAT (G), BFPO 16; Cpl D
Hayes, 28 Eng Regt, BFPO 31; Sgt RS
Henry, BFPO 801; WO1 R Howick, 1
Coldm Gds, BFPO 17; LCpl DE Kear, QDG,
BFPO 16; LCpl MA Lindsay, 62 Cyprus Sp
Sqn RE. BFPO 58; W02 M Moore, MOD,
Sgt PH Smith, AFCO Reading.

MARCH 22, 1997

THREE-way tlie for first prize (14 goals
£1,500 each): LSgt MS Austin, 1 SG,
Windsor; W02 D Bryson, 3 CS Regt RLC,
Abingdon; Sgt RS Dent, JCU, BFPO 825.

39-way tie for fourth prize (13 goals, £38.46
each): SSgt K Allen, 17 Port & Maritime
Regt RLC, Marchwood; SSgt SG Austin,
81 PC Sgn RLC, Abingdon; Cpl P
Beaumont, 1 Bn REME, BFPO 36; WO1S
Bennion, 5 Regt AAC, BFPO 808; SSgt
MR Champion, 5 Fd Amb, Preston; Maj
PA Conway, Royal Hospital Haslar; Sgt

ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS

RS Crisp, 1 Coldm Gds, BFPO 17; Cpl AM
Currie, 25 Engr Regt, BFPO 808; WO1
SJJ Davies, AMS Trg Gp, Ash Vale; Sgt B
Desborough, ATR Lichfield; Cpl AW
Etherington, 1 KOSB, Edinburgh; Sgt CS
Fletcher, 9 Signal Regt (Radio), BFPO 59;
Sgt JT Flowers, 7 Para RHA, Aldershot;
Capt (name withheld), 21 SAS (V)
London; LCpl S Healey, HQ Dhekelia
Garrison; BFPO 58; Cpl AS Hildreth, 1
RSME Regt, Chatham; Pte JJ Hogg, 82
AB GS San RLC, Aldershot; W02 MM
Hopson, HQ York Garrison; Pte CM
Hunston, 3 R IRISH, BFPO 809; Sgt SP
Hunt, Sp Bn HQ ARRC, BFPO 40; SSgt SP
Jessop, ATR Winchester; Tpr LR
Johnson, 9/12 L, Bovington; W02 AV
Jollife, Depot R IRISH, BFPO 808; Lt Col
JB Kennedy MDHU Frimley Park; Cpl
RMA Link, 27 Tpt Regt RLC, Aldershot;
Capt DA Malley FIU, BFPO 825; Cpl ALM
McKinlay, AMF (L) CSS Bn, Bulford; Cpl
ORE Morrison, 3 Armd Fd Amb, BFPO 16;
Tpr SJ Park, 2 RTR, BFPO 38; Cpl R
Penhallurick, RDG, Tidworth; Cpl §
Rafferty, 8 Arty Sp Regt RLC, Catterick;
Maj DWN Rule, Defence Attache Abu
Dhabi; Sgt P Rutter, 2 LI, BFPO 806; Sgt
P Sembiante, Cdo Log Regt RM,
Chivenor; LCpl J Taylor, 32 Engr Regt,
BFPO 30; Capt DJ Thornton, 5 Regt AAC,
BFPO 808; SSgt RI Whereat, 8 Arty Sp
Regt RLC, Catterick; W02 WH Williams,
Cyprus Logistic Unit, BFPO 57; Sot AR
Wilson, HQ Landcent, BFPO 115.

HAMLETS

Property Letting & Management
HOMEOWNERS -
Moving in UK or abroad?

Let us make your property work for you. Our
small but professional company finds suitable
enants, manages your property and ensures ils
return to you as and when required. With an office
base in Loughborough we cover most East

Midlands areas.
For further information please tel/fax :
01509 266151
or write fo:
134 KNIGHTTHORPE ROAD,

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS LEI1 5JU .,

Back issues of SOLDIER are
available for £1.25 each
Tel: 01252 347353,

[ Tomsalsss | | Reunions
Canal Zone Egypt - did you serve?
Join “The Canal Zoners”, for

comradeship, events, reunions. SAE
The Canal Zoners, 16 Bridgeway,
Twickenham TW2 7]].
Lost touch with friends from your
service days? We will help you get
back in touch. SAE - Forces Connect
Association, 57 Norwich Close,
Litchfield, Staffs, WS13 78].

] Wanided |
International Close Protection
Association invites applications from
Armed Forces personnel about to
complete engagement. Must have
relevant ¢/p aptitude. Contact: ICPA,
The Old Courthouse, 18/20 St Peter’s
Churchyard, Derby DE1 INN. 11w

0897

10/97

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

NAME .......... vy s 8 s AT e S R A T
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
ADDRESS ..t ssi40sss iuattanssamasins sess siusnses sivas 1y as e s 1852 AR AR
LA S B AT N o n et s s e Bt e e o POSECOAE ..o
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10
1" 12 13 14 15
16 AT 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

WORDS AT 35p
X INSERTIONS
VAT AT 17.5%
BOX NUMBER (INC. VAT)
TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUE/PO Number

If you need more space, or do nat
COST: 35p PER WORD, MIN
NB: NAME AND ADDRESS AN

alaalaalaalisy

(Payable to SOLDIER)
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE

wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
IMUM CHARGE £7.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED

D/OR PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST

IF YOU REQUIRE A CONFIDENTIAL BOX NUMBER, ADD £2.35 (INC. VAT) PER INSERTION AND TICK BOX []

Send to:

CLASSIFIED ADS
SOLDIER
ORDNANCE ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS GUT T 2DU
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ROWING WINDSURFING FOOTBALL RUGBY

SRORds

Capt Caroline Kirman (Int
Corps) has been selected for
trials with the Great Britain
rowing squad.

Since taking up the sport at
the Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst, she has notched
up a number of successes.

Last year she competed for
England in the Home Coun-
tries international champi-
onships, winning the coxless
pairs, which is her specialist
event, and coming second in

Caroline on trial
for Great Britain

the coxed fours event. Cur-
rently stationed at RAF Bramp-
ton, Kirman is captain of the
Army women’s rowing team
and a member of the Bedford
Rowing Club.

Capt Kirman has competed
for the Army for three years,
racing in all types of boat from
skulls to an eight.

She is currently in training
for the Joint Services regatta
to be held at Peterborough on
May 17.

Want to be a windsurfer?
REME club’s got the lot

ANYONE interested in learn-
ing how to windsurf is invited
to contact the REME Yacht
Club (RYC), which has a
ready-to-use package of equip-
ment for hire.

The purpose-built trailer
contains six beginners’ boards,
six wetsuits and bouyancy aids,
and a dry-land simulator.

Membership and a beginner’s
qualification give entitlement to

facilities in Britain and abroad.

Details from WO2 (AQMS)
Dee Green on Andover Mil
(739) 2208; civilian 01264
382208.

Massey Trophy
Football results:

APTC 0, REME 2; Infantry 5, RA
0; AAC 0, AMS 2; RE 1, RLC 1,
REME 4, RLC 2; RE 11, AGC 2;
APTC 0, AAC 1; AAC 0, Infantry 7;
AGC 1, R Signals 0; RLC 2, RA 2.

r-—_-------———---------------_—---------1

are free to subscribers!

STOP PRESSeeeeSTOP PRESSeeee¢STOP PRESS
MEDAL NEWS NOW AVAILABLE AT YOUR NEWSAGENTS

The renowned magazine for medal collectors and military
history enthusiasts everywhere is now available at selected
branches of WH Smith’s and John Menzies. It has changed
a great deal recently and is now bigger, bolder, brighter and
better—uwith colour too! It has more news, more articles
and new features keeping it at the orle&ront of the hobby.
And remember classified ads and the

edal Tracker service

[0 MEDAL NEWS— £2.50 per issue or £25 for a year’s
subscription of 10 issues (£32 Europe, £42 Airmail)
Available on subscription or from larger newsagents—for a
sample copy simply send £1 in coin or stamps

PLEASE TICK AS APPROPRIATE AND FILL IN FORM OPPOSITE.

Also available, direct from Token publishing Ltd,
is the MEDAL YEARBOOK 1997—the collectors’
price guide to orders, decorations and medals.
Fully illustrated throughout with a medal ribbon
chart and Orders in full colour. An easy and
informative reference for the specialist or beginner.
This year we have included the prices for
miniature medals as well as revising the rest of the
prices in line with recent market movements.

The Medal Yearbook is a must for collectors,
military historians and militaria enthusiasts.

Q MEDAL
YEARBOOK @
£12.95 (£1.50 p&p)

To: TOKEN PUBLISHING LTD, PO BOX 14, HONITON,
DEVON, EX14 9YP. Tel: 01404 831 878 Fax: 01404 831 895

NAME

ADDRESS

POST CODE:

Please debit my Visa/Mastercard

i [Uh e e e Expiry date .......ccoerenueee
or please make cheques payable to Token Publishing Ltd.

(Dollar cheques drawn on a US Bank accepted.) Sell

L_—_-----___----—_—---————-------———____J
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Pacific tourists in superb
form against German XV

Army 48, RAF 20

AS PART of the build-up to
their tour of the South Pacific
in May, the British Army (Ger-
many) rugby squad gathered
for five days of intense coach-
ing during which they played
three games.

First match was against RAF
(Germany) at Bradbury Bar-
racks, Krefeld. The Army,
against the run of play, scored
through Capt Stuart Podmore.
A large crowd was then treated
to one of the most impressive
displays of rugby seen in Ger-
many for many years.

By half-time the Army had
scored four more tries through
Stuart Podmore, Maj Simon
Humphrey and Sgt Steve
Berryman (two). After the break
Berryman grabbed his hat trick
to make the score 36-3.

The RAF discovered a new
lease of life, scoring three tries
before the Army came back
strongly in the final eight min-
utes when they scored two
excellent tries through Spr
Dean Ross and man of the
match Cpl Steve Humphries.

After several quality coach-
ing sessions the Army fielded
two XVs in Cologne against
Germany Under-23 and the

LCpl Kershaw (LD); Lt Waggett, WO2 Innes, Cpl
Bevan, Cpl Powell, LCpl Lockyer, Tpr Jones, Tpr
Meredith (all QDG); Capt Podmore (26 RA); Cpl
Fazakerly, Cpl Sanger (21 Eng Regt); Sgt Thomas
(28 Engr Regt); Spr Ross Spr Green (35 Engr
Regt); Sgt Berryman, Gdsm Leech (Coldm Gds);
Capt Lewis (REME/1 RHF); SSgt Tinsdale, SSgt

o st
% ba §opm H
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Cpl Steve Humphries out-jumps Manfred Medoch (No 5) in the match against the German National XV at
Cologne, but the ball is safely in German hands

German National XV. The
Army were too strong for the
German junior team, running

ARMY (GERMANY) RUGBY TEAM TO TOUR NEW ZEALAND AND FIJI ———
Williams (1 GS RLC); 2nd Lt Rattenbury (2 CS
RLC); Cpl Matheson (1(UK) ADSR); Sgt Mundie,
Cpl Humphries, Cpl Bembridge (7 Sig Regt); Cpl
Wood (200 Sig Sqgn); LCpl Davies (3 Bn REME);
Cpl Davies (14 Sig Reg); Capt Glasgow (HQ
ARRC); Maj Humphrey (HQ UKSC(G)); SSgt
Neighbour (2 Sig Regt).

out 29-5 winners, and scoring

five tries through WO2 Innes

(two), Sgt Roadnight, 2nd Lt

Rattenbury and LCpl Miller.

A memorable performance
against the full German XV
ended in a 24-9 victory for the
Army, with Gdm Carl Leech,
Lt Charlie Waggett and Spr
Franky Green scoring tries.

The tour squad has three
more warm-up games, against
Holland, DIOK (the European
FIRA club champions) and
North Germany.

Firemen douse Army’s flames

English Fire Service 3, Army 0
YET another very hastily re-
arranged Army side took on an
English Fire Service team con-
taining old Army stalwarts Sig
Paul Brown and Simon Bam-
brook, writes Derrick Bly.

Bambrook, in fact, laid on
two of the goals in a 3-0 victory
for the firemen at Sheffield.

Coach QMSI Duncan Rus-

sell sent on Pte Lee Badrock (1
Cheshire), first of this year’s
impressive youth squad to
experience first team action,
and he gave a good account of
himself.

Netherlands 3, CS 0

The Netherlands retained
the Kentish Cup with a 3-0 vic-
tory over British Combined
Services at Ermelo in Holland.

Although the visitors had the
better of the earlier exchanges,
a three-goal burst by the Dutch
side mid-way through the
second half ended British
hopes of retaining the trophy.

Army Youth 6, RN Youth 2

The Army Youth side put on
a superb display against the
Roval Navy at Aldershot to lift
the junior Inter-Service trophy.

In the fourth minute they

went ahead through SEME’s
Cfn Ritchie Gunning.

Three minutes from the
break, Gunning was fouled on
the edge of the box and Watts
bent the ball over the wall and
inside the right post. The
Army made it three in the 49th
minute, Gunning slipping the
ball through to Jackson for the
SEME youngster to beat the
advancing ’keeper.

On the hour, the Army
scored a superb fourth when
Watts unleashed a tremendous
35-yarder which the Navy
“keeper touched but could not

stop as it rocketed into the roof
of the net.

After the Navy had reduced
the arrears, Watts completed a
superb performance by curling
another free kick inside the
opposite post for a 6-1 lead,
and his hat trick. The Navy
further reduced the arrears just
before the end when the home
defence for once were caught
flat-footed.

AT Greg Dick (11 Sig Regt)
was the architect of many of
the Army moves and looks set
for an early call-up to the
senior squad.

M



Pictures: Military Picture Library

_QUADRATHLON FLEET HALF MARATHON
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Maj Rob Herring RLC, 5 AB Bde, winner of the open competition and his age group, canoes to victory

Herring paddles of

with ‘g

TOP triathlete Maj Rob Her-
ring (RLC) added canoeing to
his impressive list of sporting
skills on the way to winning the
Army’s first open invitation
quadrathlon championship.

Put on by the Army Physical
Training Corps and the Royal
Engineers at Hawley Training
Area, the competition attract-
ed more than 50 individual and
40 team entries.

Organised by world and
European quadrathlon cham-
pion Capt Ted Martin from
ASPT and hosted by WO
Geordie Alhaji of 3 RSME
Regiment, the event began
with a 1,500m swim in the pool
at Gibraltar Barracks. Next
morning the 7km kayak
course, a 35km cycle race and
7km cross country tested the
mental and physical resolve of
the athletes.

First male home was the

Army triathlete champion Rob
Herring, currently serving
with 5 AB Bde in Aldershot.
He chanced his luck in a canoe
and got away with it, and also
won his 35-39 year age group
prize after producing an overall
time of 2hr 25min - seven min-
utes behind the strong ASPT
relay team that came first in a
time of 2hr 18min.

Winning women’s time was
2hr 44min, recorded by Gina
Vaughan, the British champi-
on. First Army competitor was
Cfn Hawkins REME with a
time of 2hr 47min.

Other notable performances
were from the Royal Engi-
neers, with Spr Jenkins and
Maj Wildish second and third
respectively in the open com-
petition.

LCpl Hurst (RLC) was
second Army woman to cross
the line.

uad’ trophy

Fj *
Maj Tim Wildish, who was third
overall, finishes the 7km run

Canoe do this?

VOLUNTEERS are wanted
from Royal Logistic Corps per-
sonnel for male and mixed
teams to take part in the Army
canoe polo championships at
Devizes from May 30 to June
1. No previous experience of
42

the sport is required. Details
from Capt R Schofield, 29
Regt RLLC, South Cerney, tel
738 8155.

RCT reunion

ALL Regular or ex-Regular
personnel who represented

RCT corps football up to April
5, 1993 are invited to the RCT
Corps/BAOR football reunion
at Defence School of Trans-
port, Normandy Barracks,
Leconfield, East Yorkshire, on
June 6 and 7. More informa-
tion from WO1 (Tommy)
Raven, Leconfield Mil 5488.

Fleet of
foot Alan
wins for
third time

CPL Alan Shepherd (24 Armd
Fd Amb) won the Army half
marathon title, run in conjunc-
tion with the Fleet Half on
March 23, for the third consec-
utive time, and in doing so led
the Army to victory in the
Inter-Service championships.

And he did so in style, cross-
ing the line in 1hr 7min 17sec,
seven seconds faster than his
previous best set in 1995,

He was followed home by
two BAD Kineton runners,
LCpl Paul Harwood (1:09.15)
and Cpl Paul Aston (1:10.37).
Both Harwood and Aston took
well over two minutes off their
previous best performances.

BAD Kineton took the team
honours, their third scoring
runner, veteran Maj Clive
Osborne, finishing in 25th
place. Second team were 28
Engineer Regiment, for whom
Cpl Peter Jackson (6th), SSgt
Martin Brady (13) and LCpl
Riley (22) featured.

In the Inter-Service cate-
gories, the Army’s men fin-
ished comfortably ahead of the
Royal Air Force, with the
Royal Navy third.

Shepherd’s overall placing in
the race was an excellent sev-
enth, less than four minutes
behind the winner, Great
Britain cross-country interna-
tional Gary Staines.

Pte Alison Armstrong, also
from the strong Kineton
stable, was the first Army
woman to finish, recording a
tme of 1:25.18. Cpl Sonia
Hurst (Army Sch of Catering)
ran for charity and finished
second, while WO2 Karen
Mitchell (HQ Land) was third
overall and winner of the
women’s veterans’ title in a
time of 1:35.55.

Together, they won the
Inter-Service honours, com-
fortably beating the Navy,
while the RAF were one short
of a full team.

Capt Peter Marsh (D Log
Pln), now back from injury,
ran superbly to finish tenth and
claim the veteran men’s title in
1:13.44, ahead of Clive
Osborne in second and Maj
Colin Walker (38 Engr Regt)
in third. Inter-Service gold
went to the RAF veterans.
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Features
Trauma Pouch
Utility Pouches
Magazine Pouches
Clasp knife pockets
Two large document pockets
Secondary weapon holster
Silva compass/secondary weapon magazine pocket
Lanyard loop retainer

Belt loops - inner
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WO1 Lawrence Sale “conducts” the celebrations
on the steps of the Royal Albert Hall, where nine
student bandmasters received BA degrees on
completing courses at the Royal Military School
of Music, Kneller Hall. The degrees, conferred
by Kingston University, were the first in the 140-
year history of the RMSM

Picture: Mike Weston
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