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SURVIVAL AIDS SPECIAL

RECOGNISED AND RESPECTED THE WORLD OVER...

SAS WINDPROOF SMOCK

This is the genuine SAS smock, normally issued only to members of
Britain’s Special Air Service Regiment. Now, through Survival Aids, youcan

own the garment that is respected equally by those who wear it and those
who recognise it.

ar

o 2 75 In MOD disruptive pattern material, the

oa Ry B smock (NATO Stock No. 8405/99/132/3957)
b, - ‘- e M meets full Ministry specifications and is

hand finished to the highest standards of

-workmanship. :

* Tight woven in special cotton ventile for
extremely high wind resistance.

All-weather use: warm in winter and
cool in summer.

*
% Lined hood with drawcords.
*

Shoulder pockets plus four large breast
and hip pockets with heavy duty matt
buttons, button cuffs and drawstring
waist and hem.

Strong green plastic two-way zipper
with storm-flap fastened by Velcro
strips in three separate places to allow
access into the smock without rustie.

* Can be turned into a pillow by rolling up
in its own special internal pocket.

*
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In addition to its status as a fully proven
\* % . , piece of fighting gear, the SAS smock is also
PP ;é;:-. 1&: a highly practical and comfortable item of
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everyday kit.

The SAS smock will unquestionably remain your most prized clothing
possession for many, many years to come...yetwe are able to offeritatjust
£52.00 (inc P&P) or £46.80 for 4 or more to readers of Soldier Magazine.

CLOTH WEIGHT : SIZE ’ COLOUR _
100% Special Cotton Ventile 2lbs 20z (940 grams) |One size fits all persons 54" to 64", MOD disruptive pattern material

2)< ORDER FORM

To: Survival Aids Ltd, Morland, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ UK (Telephone Moriand (09314) 307)

Pleasesend me............ SAS Windproof Smock(s) at £52.00 each ex. VAT (customers outside UK) .
orat£59.80 inc. VAT (UK customersinc. Northern Ireland). Please send me a free copy of your new 1983 illustrated catalogue. .

* Deduct 10% on orders over £167.00
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If you are not completely satisfied, you can return the goods within 14 days for a full credit or refund. Please allow 28 days for delivery.
You will be notified of any longer delay. Orders dealt with in strict rotation. Telephone your Visa/Access orders for quicker service.




NEWS LINES

SOLDIER
to Soldier

THE POSTHUMOUS award
of the Victoria Cross to Lieute-
nant-Colonel ‘H’ Jones and
Sergeant lan McKay has set
the seal on a chapter of gal-
lantry without parallel in recent
British military history. And
there has been richly de-
served recognition too for
many other feats of valour per-
formed in the South Atlantic.

For a campaign of such
brief duration to yield so many
awards for gallantry and
meritorious service is an elo-
quent testimony to the profes-
sionalism, dedication — and
sheer guts — of our fighting
forces.

How fitting that the day after
the awards were announced
the nation should have the
opportunity to publicly salute
its heroes as they marched
through the streets of the
capital. And how fitting too,
after earlier confusion and
controversy, that the ranks of
those on parade should in-
clude those wounded and dis-
abled in the conflict,

Amidst all the effusions of
pride and emotion that have
followed the Task Force’s
homecoming, it has been easy
to overlook the cost of its vic-
tory in human terms — the
poignant, personal tragedies
of wounding and bereave-
ment.

But medals are no substi-
tute for brave men who will
never return, no consolation
for lost comrades, fathers and
husbands. And for many of

. those that have come back the
real battle — against the prob-
lems of painful disability — are
only just beginning.

The tumultuous reception
given to our returning Task
Force and the massively
generous public response to
the South Atlantic Fund is
proof of how the nation re-
gards its Servicemen — now.

But memories, alas, are all
too short and today's glory will
soon be tomorrow's history.
Will we — as a nation— slill be
honouring our heroes as
warmly a decade hence?

The collection box will al-
ways have its place in provid-
ing extra comforts for those
who have served their country
well, but it must never be
looked on as a substitute for
practical State support.

We have honoured our
heroes with words and med-
als. Perhaps now is the time to
review the whole question of
how we care for all our casual-
ties of war. It is a national debt
oflhonour that must be paid in
full,

VCs FOR
FALKLAND

HEROES

TWO MEMBERS of the Parachute Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel Herbert (“H”) Jones,
the former CO of 2 Para, and Sergeant Ian McKay of 3 Para, have been awarded post-
humous Victoria Crosses for their parts in the liberation of the Falkland Islands.

They are the only VCs to be
awarded for the campaign and
are the first since that of Lance
Corporal (now Captain) Ramba-
hadur Limbu in 1966.

The Army’s list of Honours
and awards totals some 230
names, plus two Army sponsored
civil awards. No less than 173 of
them are for gallantry and 15 are
posthumous. Some 800 awards
were announced altogether.

Awards on the other lists in-
clude a Life Peerage for the then
Chief of the Defence Staff,
Admiral of the Fleet Sir Terence
Lewin and knighthoods for Rear
Admiral “Sandy” Woodward,
the Task Force Commander, and
Major General Jeremy Moore,
the Land Forces Commander.

A total of 26 women have also
been honoured, among them Mrs
Patricia Nutbeen, chairman of
the 16th Field Ambulance
RAMC Wives Club at Aldershot.

Lt Col Jones

Mrs Nutbeen becomes an MBE,
a specially touching award as she
continued her work for wives and
families despite being widowed
herself when her husband, Major
Roger Nutbeen, was killed in the
Sir Galahad attack.

Four soldiers are appointed to
the Distinguished Service Order:
Major Cedric Delves of the De-
vonshire and Dorset Regiment
who led the SAS squadron which
carried out a series of brilliant
operations in South Georgia and
behind enemy lines in the Falk-
lands; Major Patrick Keeble who
took over command of 2 Para at
the height of the Battle for Dar-
win and Goose Green following
the death of Colonel Jones;
Lieutenant Colonel Hew Pike,
CO of 3 Para, whose Battalion
marched every foot of the way
from Port San Carlos to Stanley;

7
The CO

and Lieutenant Colonel Michael
Scott who commanded 2 Scots
Guards in the nine hour battle for
Mount Tumbledown.

The Distinguished Service
Cross goes to Warrant Officer 2
John Phillips, a Royal Engineers
EOD specialist who was finally

Sgt McKay

seriously mjured when a bomb
he was trying to neutralise ex-
ploded aboard HMS Antelope.

Other awards include Military
Crosses, Distinguished Flying
Crosses, Distinguished Conduct
Medals, the Conspicuous Gallan-
try Medal and the Military Med-
al. There are 122 Mentions in
Despatches.

The citations reveal an amaz-
ing series of tales of heroism, de-
termination and dedication.

I he citauon for Colonel Jones
describes “an action of the
utmost gallantry by a command-
ing officer whose dashing leader-

fills Maj Keeble's glass as 2 Para celebrate.

ship and courage throughout the
battle were an inspiration to all
about him.”

He died in the first major ac-
tion of the campaign, the battle
for Darwin and Goose Green.
The 2 Para assault had been held
up for over an hour by well sited
and well dug-in Argentinian de-
fences.

It was then that Colonel Jones
grabbed a sub-machine gun and
led the charge. It succeeded but
he was hit by fire from another
trench and fell within feet of his
objective.

Sergeant McKay’s citation
says the dangers must have been
too apparent to him beforehand.
Undeterred he performed with
“outstanding selflessness, per-
severance and courage”’.

He took over command of his
platoon when the commander
was wounded during the assault
on Mount Longdon. They were
under heavy, accurate fire and it
was clear that instant action was
needed. With three men he
broke cover and charged the
enemy position, only to be met
by a hail of fire. One of his com-
panions was killed and the other
two wounded.

But Sgt McKay went on alone,
reached the position and dis-
patched the enemy with gre-
nades. But at the moment of vic-
tory he was killed and his body
fell on the bunker.

Full Army list Page 6.



SOUTH ATLANTIC CAMPAIGN
ARMY HONOURS AND AWARDS

Gallantry awards

VICTORIA CROSS
Lt Col Herbert Jones OBE (deceased),
PARA; Sgt Ian McKay (deceased),
PARA.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
ORDER

Maj Cedric Delves, D and D; Maj

Christopher Keeble, PARA; Lt Col Hew

Pike MBE, PARA; Lt Col Michael Scott,

SG.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
CROSS
‘WO2 John Phillips, RE.

MILITARY CROSS

Maj Michael Argue, PARA; Capt
Timothy Burls, PARA; Maj David Col-
lett, PARA; Lt Colin Connor, PARA;
Maj John Crosland, PARA; Maj Charles
Farrar-Hockley, PARA; Capt Gavin
Hamilton, (deceased) GREEN
HOWARDS; Maj John Kiszely, SG; Lt
Robert Lawrence, SG; Capt William
McCracken, RA; Capt Aldwin Wight,
WG.

DISTINGUISHED FLYING
CROSS

Capt Samuel Drennan, AAC; Capt John

Greenhalgh, RCT.

DISTINGUISHED

CONDUCT MEDAL
Cpl David Abols, PARA; S/Sgt Brian
Faulkner, PARA; Pte Stephen Illing-
sworth (deceased) PARA; Sgt John
Meredith, PARA; WO2 William Nicol,
SG; Sgt John Pettinger, PARA; Gdsm
James Reynolds, (deceased) SG.

CONSPICUOUS
GALLANTRY MEDAL
S/Sgt James Prescott, (deceased) RE.

MILITARY MEDAL

Pte Richard Absolon, (deceased) PARA;
Cpl Ian Bailey, PARA; L/Cpl Stephen
Bardsley, PARA; Sgt Terence Barrett,
PARA; L/Cpl Martin Bentley, PARA;
L/Cpl Gary Bingley, (deceased) PARA;
Sgt Derrick Boultby, RCT; Cpl Trevor
Brookes, R SIGNALS; Cpl Thomas
Camp, PARA; Pte Graham Carter,
PARA; Gdsm Stephen Chapman, WG;
Cpl John Foran, RE; Sgt Desmond Ful-
ler, PARA; Pte Barry Grayling, PARA;
Cpl Thomas Harley, PARA; Bdr Edward
Holt, RA; Sgt Robert Jackson, SG; L/
Cpl Dale Loveridge, WG; Sgt Joseph
Mather, R SIGNALS; Sgt Peter Naya,
RAMC; WO2? Brian Neck, WG; Gdsm
Andrew Pengelly, SG; L/Cpl Leslie Stan-
dish, PARA; Sgt Roman Wrega, RE.

Meritorious Service awards
COMMANDER OF THE
ORDER OF THE BRITISH
EMPIRE
Col Ian Baxter MBE, late RCT; Col John
Bidmead OBE, late RCT; Col (Now Brig)

David Colley OBE, late RCT; Col Bruce
McDermott OBE, late RAMC.

OFFICER OF THE ORDER
OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE
Lt Col Anthony Berry, RG]J; Lt Col Ivar
Hellberg, RCT; Lt Col Michael Hol-
royd-Smith, RA; Maj (now Lt Col) Peter
Hubert MBE, QUEENS; Lt Col William
MacGregor, RAMC; Lt Col David de
Courcy Morgan MBE, 7 GR; Lt Col
John Rickett MBE, WG; Lt Col (QM)
Patrick Saunders, RE; Lt Col Ronald

Welsh, RAMC.

MEMBER OF THE ORDER
OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE
Maj Pdward Barrett, RCT; Maj Charles
Batty, RAMC; Maj Christopher Davies,
RE; WO1 (RSM) Anthony Davies, WG;
Major John East, RAMC; WOI Leslie
Ellson, WG; Maj Andrew Gale, R SIG-
NALS; Maj Charles Griffiths, RAMC;
Maj (QM) Gerald Groom; RCT; WO2
(Act WOI1) Thomas Haig, RE; Maj Laur-
ence Hollingworth, RAOC; Capt Ter-
ence McCabe, RAMC; WO1 Michael
McHale, RAMC; Capt Ronald Marshall,
INT CORPS; Capt (QM) Norman Men-
zies, PARA; Lt (now Capt) Frederick
Moody, SG; WO2 Derek Moore RCT;
WO1 Robin Randall, RE; Maj John Rid-
ding, RAOC; Maj John Stuart, R SIG-
NALS; Maj Michael Taylor, R SIG-
NALS; WO2 Philip Williams, RCT; Maj
Timothy Wilton, RA; Maj Guy Yeoman,
RCT; WO2 Robert Yeomans, R SIG-

NALS.

BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL
S/Sgt William Blyth, RCT; S/Sgt Edward
Bradbury, RE; Sgt Roger Brown, RE;
S/Sgt Michael Dent, RE; S/Sgt James
Fenwick, REME; S/Sgt Robert Griffiths,
R SIGNALS; Cpl Norman Hall, RE; Sgt
David Harvey, RAOC; S/Sgt Colin Hen-
derson, ACC; Cpl Graham Herrington,
RPC; S/Sgt John Holmes, RAOC; Cpl
William Hopkins, RAOC; Pte David
Hunt, ACC; Sgt Denis Pasfield, RE;
S/Sgt Paul Rayner, RE; 5/Sgt (A/WO2)
Malachi Reid, RAMC; S/Sgt Christopher
Taylor, REME; Cpl (A/Sgt) Anthony
Worthington, RE.

MENTION IN

DESPATCHES
Sgt Ian Aird, PARA; Pte Simon Alexan-
der, PARA; Lt Col James Anderson,
RAMC; Cpl Raymond Armstrong, (de-
ceased) RG], Maj the Hon Richard
Bethel MBE, SG; Capt Anthony Bourne,
RA; Pte Andrew Brooke, PARA, Dvr
Mark Brough, RCT, Capt Christopher
Brown, RA; Gdsm Gary Brown, SG;
Capt lan Bryden, SG; Maj William But-
ler, R SIGNALS; S/Sgt William Carpen-
ter, 16/5L; L/Cpl Leonard Carver,
PARA; Lt (QGO) Pradhan Chandraku-
mar, 7 GR; S/Sgt Trevor Collins, RE;
Pte Kevin Connery, PARA; Chaplain
David Cooper, RAChD; Lt Mark

- Coreth, RHG/D; Pte Adam Corneille,

PARA; Cpl Ian Corrigan, REME; Lt
Mark Cox, PARA; S/Sgt Phillip Currass
QGM (deceased), RAMC; L/Sgt Alan
Dalgleish, SG; L/Cpl Neal Dance,
PARA; L/Sgt lan Davidson, SG; Maj
Peter Dennison, PARA; 5/Sgt George
Dixon, RA; Piper Steven Duffy, SG;
L/Cpl Kevin Dunbar, PARA; Gnr Gary
Eccleston, RA; Capt Martin Entwistle,
RAMUC; Lt Col Keith Eve, RA; Capt Paul
Farrar, PARA; Pte Mark Fletcher (de-
ceased), PARA; Cpl David Ford, RE;
‘WO?2 John Francis, RA; Lt David Frank-
land, RCT; L/Cpl Roy Gillon, RE; Pte
(now L/Cpl) Darren Gough, PARA; L/
Sgt David Graham, WG; Pte David
Gray, PARA; Maj Patrick Gullan MBE,
MC, PARA; Pte (A/Cpl) Joseph Hand,
PARA; L/Gpl (A/Cpl) Stephen Harding-
Demster, PARA: Cpl David Hardman,
(deceased) PARA; Pte Patrick Harley,
PARA; Maj Richard Hawken, RE; Lt
(now Capt) Robert Hendicott, RE; Cpl
(A/Sgt) Joseph Hill, PARA; Lt Col
George Holt, RA; WO2 Graham Hough,
WG; Capt (now Maj) Euan Houstoun
MBE, GREN GDS; L/Bdr (A/Bdr)
Owain Hughes, RA; Capt Stephen
Hughes; RAMC; Cpl Stephen Iles, RE;
Lt the Lord Robert Innes-Ker, RHG/D;
Bdr John Jackson, RA; Gnr Jeffrey
Jones, RA; L/Cpl Kenneth Jones, RCT;
Sgt Richard Kalinski, PARA; Capt
Simon Knapper, STAFFORDS; S/Sgt
(A/W02) Anthony La Frenais, RE; Maj
Brendan Lamb, RA; Lt Clive Living-
stone, RE; L/Cpl Christopher Lovett
(deceased), PARA; Lt Jonathan Lowe,
RCT; S/Sgt Clive Lowther, PARA; L/
Cpl Duncan Maccol, SG; Maj Roderick
Macdonald, RE; Piper Peter Maclnnes,
SG: L/Cpl John Maher, RE; Capt Robin
Makeig-Jones, RA; Pte Andrew Mans-
field, PARA; Maj Tymothy Marsh,
PARA; Sgt Peter Marshall, ACC: L/Sgt
Thomas McGuinness, SG; Capt Joseph
McManners, RA; Lt Alasdair Mitchell,
SG: L/Sgt Clark Mitchell (deceased),
SG; 2 Lt Ian Moore, PARA; Pte Richard
Morrell, PARA; Maj Philip Neame,
PARA; Cpl Thomas Noble, PARA; Pte
Emmanuel O’Rourke, PARA; Lt
Jonathan Page, PARA; Pte (A/Cpl) David

Pearcy, INT CORPS; Cpl Jeremy Phil-

lips, PARA; Pte (A/Sgt) Brian Pitchforth,

QUEENS: Pte Anthony Potter, RAOC;

L/Cpl Barry Randall, RE; Sgt Peter Rate-
liffe, PARA; L/Cpl Graham Rennie, $G;

WO2 Malcolm Richards, RA; L/Cpl Ju-

lian Rigg, AAC; Lt Col John Roberts, -
RAMC; Maj Barnaby Rolfe-Smith,

PARA; Capt Christopher Romberg, RA;

Lt Col (now Col) Hugh Rose OBE,

Coldm GDS; Sgt lan Roy, RE; Capt

Julian Sayers, WG; Lt (A/Capt) Mathew

Selfridge (deceased), PARA; WO2

Michael Sharp, AAC; Cpl John Sibley,

PARA; Maj Colin Sibun, AAC; Spr (A/L/

Cpl) William Skinner, RE; Maj Graham

continued on page 7




NEWS LINES

Briefly

Rifleman Kalambahadur Roka of
1 Bn 2nd KEO Gurkhas, based
in Hong Kong, has just won
£20,000 in a local lottery.
* Kk K

British Rail is to continue the
Forces Railcard scheme for a
further two years. Eligibility will
be as before and new cards
should be distributed by 31 De-
cember.

* Kk *
For the second year in succession
No 1 Resettlement Centre at Cat-
terick Garrison has qualified for
the British Safety Council’s
National Industrial Safety
Award.

* ok *
The embargo on welfare pack-
ages for forces in the Falklands is
to be lifted for Christmas. Mem-
bers of the public can send small
packages to BFPO 666, con-
signed to ‘CLF for Attention
GI’. But they must be despatch-
ed by 20 October.

* K K
A rtraining course for the St
John’s Ambulance First Aid Cer-
tificate is being run at the Army
Hang Gliding Centre at Senny-
bridge from 19-22 November.
Cost will be £10.

* Kk K
The Engineer Support Group
based at Barton Stacey, Hants,
has moved to Waterbeach near
Cambridge, where it is now
known as HQ 12 Engineer Bri-

gade (ADR).
* * &
Birmingham Mint has

announced a set of nine silver
medallions depicting the princi-
pal events and actions of the
Falklands Campaign. Measuring
11 inches in diameter, they cost
£21.50 each.
. * Kk K
The Verden Garrison/Royal Sig-
nals Marathon is to be run on 27
November. Closing date for en-
tries is 1 November.

* * %
The South Atlantic Fund, set up
to aid the families of Falklands
Task Force victims is to close on
31 December. It currently stands
at over £13 million.

SOUTH ATLANTIC
CAMPAIGN HONOURS

continued from page 6

Smith MBE, RA; Capt Royston South-
worth, RAOC; CoH Paul Stretton, RHG/
D; 2 Lt James Stuart, SG; Lt William
Syms, WG; Cpl (A/Sgt) Robert Taylor, R
. SIGNALS; Maj Anthony Todd, RCT;
L/Cpl Gary Tytler, SG; Pte (A/Cpl) Peter
Walker, STAFFORDS; Sgt Richard
Walker, AAC; 2 Lt Gary Wallis, PARA;
Lt Mark Waring, RA; Capt James Wat-
son, RA; Lt Geoffrey Weighell, PARA;
Lt (now Capt) Mark Williams, RA; Lt
(now Capt) Maldwyn Worsley-Tonks,
PARA.

CIVILIAN AWARDS (ARMY

SPONSORED)
Mr A M Cleaver, Correspondent Press
Association — MBE (Civil); Mr ] R R
Fox, BBC Reporter — MBE (Civil).

QDG FIRST TO

CONQUER PEAK

SIX OTHER international climbing teams have attempted it since 1939—and failed. Three

people have lost their lives.

have conquered one of the m

But a 12-strong party of 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards
ajor peaks in the Himalayas — the 20,940-foot KR 4 in the

Koa-Rong range —and left a box of sweets and various compo items on its snow-tipped
summit as “an appeasement to the gods”.

The team, including four
young troopers, from the Ulster-
based regiment were welcomed
back at London’s Heathrow air-
port by one of their patrons, their
regimental colonel, Major Gen-
eral Desmond Rice.

He told SOLDIER: “This is
the first time KR 4 has been
climbed by anyone and they were
all successful. All the men had
given a month’s pay towards this
expedition. I am absolutely de-
lighted.”

The team — they brought 376
kilos of climbing equipment and
personal luggage back with them
— had Colonel Dick Hardie,
RAMC, who has Everest experi-
ence, as their overall climb
leader.

He said: “We had only one
bad day. Seven of the team made
the climb to the summit in just
six days in temperatures of 20-
below from the base camp at
15,900 feet. Two others, unfor-
tunately, had to descend because
of altitude sickness. No-one suf-
fered frost bite though we did get
frost nip.

“We started brewing up at

Back to
normal

RESTRICTIONS which have
affected the Army’s training
levels and the general use of oil
have been lifted by the MoD.
The first public announcement
of the relaxation came from De-
fence Secretary Mr John Nott,
when he addressed the Conserva-
tive Party Conferenceat Brighton.

“Lately I gave instructions
that, because the budget is back
in better shape, restrictions on
training levels, on activity and on
oil consumption should be
lifted,” he said.

The cut-backs arose when the
MoD tried to keep within its cash
limits and a three phase program-
me was introduced.

The first, announced in July
1980, involved deferring some
works projects and some items
on the equipment programme. It
resulted in a saving of £250 mil-
lion. A month later the decision
was taken to defer defence con-
tracts across the board, saving
another £100 million.

Finally fuel restrictions were
imposed on all three Services.

0330 in the icy blackness and
moved off at five, gasping in the
cold dry air as the sun rose and
the white upper couloirs started
to fry in the tropical glare. We
reached the summit at about
0800 and spent some 20 minutes
there. I left a tube of Rolos there
and everyone left something
from his compo rations, as is the
custom on such climbs. They
will either stay there for ever or
finish up in a stream or river.
They were an appeasement to the
gods.”

He added: “As for the climb,
if I were honest, it was too fast.
We went too quickly. The climb,
though, was a huge success.”

Captain Charles Hookey, lead-
er of the overall team expedition
— he was on the climb of neigh-
bouring KR 3 two years ago —
and second in command of ‘B’
Squadron, 1 QDG, said: “The
weather was pretty good. We got
to the summit quicker than we
expected, though we had a cou-
ple of frights. Two of the guys
were held up by bad weather and
were 24 hours late in coming
down. I was vaguely worried.
Compared with the KR 3 climb,
the degree of difficulty in the
climb was similar.”

Part of the plan called for a
three-day march over a 16,000-
foot pass with 20 mules, each
gallant animal straining under
120 1bs loads.

Since 1939, teams from Po-
land, the UK, Austria, Japan,
Switzerland and even Hohne
Garrison have tried to climb the
KR 4 without success.

Naturally happy at their success in the Himalayas, the QDG team
pictured at London Airport on their return.

sapners

huild it

FIFTEEN sappers from 53 Field
Squadron, 39 Engineer Regi-
ment, RE, based at Waterbeach,
have just finished four months’
work on building the first phase
of an indoor riding centre for 120
handicapped children at a resi-
dential school near Royston,
Herts.

Princess Anne has just opened
the centre at Meldreth Manor
School for Spastic Children.

The sappers, under the direc-
tion of Captain Barry Wells and
Staff Sergeant Derek Friday,
started the scheme from scratch,
putting in the foundations,
brickwork and structural steel-
work. About £27,000 had already
been raised — £10,000 of it by
local primary schoolchildren —
towards the project.

Mrs Royda Lewis, the Cen-
tre’s manager, said: “Someone
suggested in a light-hearted man-
ner that they should ask the
Army to build it for us. For the
physically handicapped child,
horse riding — we have nine
horses and one donkey here —
provides a feeling of freedom and
adventure while giving leisure
and therapy.

“The indoor riding centre will
enable us to extend the training
we feel is an essential part of the
curriculum for every child.”
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2000 Up *
Unemploved 17-vear-old
Michael Morgan, centre, from
Blackheath, London, became
the 2000th voungster to artend
the Army’s Youth Adventure
Scheme at Fort George.
Among his instructors were
famous survival expert Eddie
McGhee, left, and Corporal
Sean Kineary of 3 Para.

They're Off >

Setting off for the first leg of
their 2222-mile two-week relav
marathon are 22 men of 28
Squadron, Gurkha Transport
Regiment. The event was
organised to mark the
Squadron’s 22 vears in Hong
Kong with each man covering
104 laps of the circuit, with
temperatures in the 90s. Thev
all succeeded and raised over
£3000 in aid of the disabled.

o

NEWS VIEW

Home Again ~

It was back to work for Sefton
the Household Cavalry horse
badly injured in the Hyde
Park bombing and he was
obviously happy to be re-
united with his rider, Trooper
Michael Pedersen, who has
also recovered from his
injuries. But Sefton had to
share the occasion with Grand
Canvon, donated to the Army
as a replacement for one of the
dead horses.

* Haircut

Former *Avengers’ star Gareth
Hunt found himself back
under military discipline in

the shape of CSM Chris
McNamara of the Roval
Regiment of Fusiliers when he
reported for dutv in his role
for a forthcoming [ilm to mark
the 75th anniversarv of the TA.

Richtfest

A rtraditional German Richtlest
marked the ‘topping-out’ of
three new buildings at Roberts
Barracks. Osnabriick. with the
hoisting of the Krone (crown) in
the presence of representatives of
7 RHA, P5A and the German
construction firm.

Despite her hectic schedule
Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher found time to drop
in on the men and families of
1 Seots Guards in Hong Kong
during her Far East tour. She
last saw them in Northern
Ireland at the height of the
hunger strikes. This time she
sipped a glass of soda water
while she chatted on the lawn
outside the Sergeants’ Mess.

Epi Best ~

The Army’s junior ranks mess
at Episkopi is the best in
Cyprus — and that’s official.
To prove it Brigadier Philip
Davies, Commander Land
Forces, presented the
Saunders Bradshaw Trophy to
Master Chef Staff Sergeant
Mark Latchford after the
judges had inspected all the
junior ranks messes in Land
Forces Cyprus.

Tasty Dish ~

It was a nice change for
Sergeant John Knight, ACC,
to have breakfast provided for
him — and served by pretty
model Beverly Pollington.
John normally cooks breakfast
in the Roval Guardrooms but
this time he was attending a
special Great British Breakfast
which helped to launch
London’s Jermvn Street
Fesuval.

Cool It ~

Time to cool off for some of
the 39 soldiers of 3rd
Armoured Division Transport
Regiment, RCT, first
uniformed team to finish the
second Duisburg International
Marathon.

(7
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.~ Flower Power

When Major General John
Chapple said goodbye as
Commander British Forces
Hong Kong, he got a
traditional send-off from a
group of Gurkha officers. So it
was a much garlanded general
who set off for his new
appointment in London as
Director of Military
Operations.

Thirsty Work *

A welcome thirst quencher for
the three-man team from 29
Commando RA who blazed a
trail across the Brecon
Beacons to win ‘Mountain
Express’ the Association for
Spina Bifida and
Hydrocephalus. The team,
WO Phil Watkins, Sgt Dave
Boxell and Bombardier Wayne
Girdlestone, completed the 40-
mile course, carrying 40lb
packs, in just 7 hrs 59 mins.



THE CITY of London’s salute to the
Liberators of the Falklands was 3 show fit
for heroes; 8 spectacle that we, the unruf-
fled Britigh, do so well when the oc i

More than 1200 men and three women
__ two naval nurses and a purser — from
the Task Force who, just six months ago,
sprang from ships in the sto!

Atlantic or flew there to defeat th

now strode proudly through

streets, albeit under sullen skies, the mile
from Armoury House to the Guildhall for a
sumptuous champagne lunch.

In all, there were 186 units represented,
among them, 13 Army regiments an
Corps backed up by eight musical contin-
gents drawn. from the RA, the Welsh
Guards, the Scots Guards, The Parachute
Regiment, the Gurkha Rifles and The
Blues and Royals.

The saviours of Port Stanley . - - the

gladiators from Goose Green . - - the
brave men from Bluff Cove and the un-
daunted from Darwin marched past an

rs wearing

Jacks as they lined the rou

REME, Ammy Air C

Int Corps and one man ea

inute tribute.

AFVs — WO
— accompan

aircraft Rapier m
12th Air Defence ;
tually on parad
on the Falklan Roll of Hono
Royal Army

pioneer Corps,

memory organised by the City

The salute was taken by the Prime
Minister, Mrs Thatcher, the host Sir
Christopher Lord M f Lon-
don and Sir Teren in, of the
Defence Staff at the time of the conflict.

pPictured clockwise from top left: Men of 177
Edinburgh’s own Gurkha Rifies who

n
that said it all;
Royals trundles past.

Story: Graham Smith
Pictures: paul Haley
and Andy Burridge




Such is the popularity of the Hong
Kong Military Service Corps that
there is no need to advertise for

recrvits. John Walton takes a look
at this unique formation of

CHOPSTICK

SOLDIERS

" 3@@% vt

Hitny

Explaining soldiering to local
Chinese community.

HEN A LOCAL Chinese paper

visited the barracks at Lyemun

on Hong Kong island recently

they likened it to that legendary
monastery in China where Kung Fu appren-
tices go to learn their discipline.

That article caused some hilarity at the
Hong Kong Military Service Corps depot at
Lyemun but while there are no shaven
headed monk martinets driving their
charges there is a lot of discipline and hard
work which leads to a great transformation
in the Chinese youngsters who join up.

A few years ago when recruits were
needed for the HKMSC, which is employed
throughout the Territory, a notice used to
be put in the papers and hundreds of would-
be soldiers would flock to Lyemun. The
staff had difficulty in getting to their offices
and it was realised that enough recruits
could be obtained without advertising.

Now a letter goes out to each of the many
units employing HKMSC personnel saying
that a new intake is forthcoming. More than
enough recruits appear by this word of

mouth process. This also means that many .

friends and relatives join the regiment in
which there is already a strong father and
son tradition.

~ The present Commandant, Licutenant-
Colonel Bryan Hollingsworth, of The
Queen’s Lancashire Regiment, describes the
Chinese soldiers in the Corps as: “Very like
the city soldier in the British Army. They
are quick witted city men, intelligent and
very capable and trainable.”

Back in 1890 Chinese soldiers were used
by the Roval Engineers to work on road
maintenance and garrison works. One of
their first jobs was a fort at Lyemun — the
present home of the depot.

The Hong Kong and Singapore Coast
Artillery Regiment, formed shortly before
the war, can be regarded as one of the
HKMSC’s forerunners. They fought at
Lyemun where the Japanese began their
invasion of Hong Kong and the Corps be-
lieves it is the only British Army unit to train
its soldiers in a depot which was once a
battleground on which its soldiers fought.

After the fall of the colony many of the
Chinese soldiers made their way to China
where they joined the British Army Aid
Group and later served with the Gloucester
and Border Regiments. Others returned to
Hong Kong as agents.

After the war the unit went through sever-
al names until it was organised into the
Hong Kong Chinese Training Unit at
Lyemun. It took its present title in 1962.

Today the HKMSC is 1256 strong with 12
officers and is serving with 24 units in Hong
Kong. Fifteen different cap badges are worn
and the soldiers serve in a variety of trades
ranging through intelligence officer, hospit-
al operating theatre technician, laboratory
technician, marine engineer and dog hand-
ler to the many drivers serving with 29
Squadron RCT.

The soldiers are regarded as very retrain-
able and once they have progressed to the
highest rank obtainable in a particular trade
they often change trade to move further up
the ladder.

The nearest thing the HKMSC has to an
infantry company is the Hong Kong Guard
Company, which is entirely Chinese with
the job of guarding installations in Kowloon
and in an internal security role should it
prove necessary.

The HKMSC has only six British person-
nel — three officers and three warrant offic-
ers. The rest of the officers are Chinese —
but they have to serve a minimum of 12
years in the ranks before getting their com-
missions.

At the depot all the recruits are trained
and there also NCO cadres. The young re-

-
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Mr Wong Kam Chau has HKMSC service
records back to start.

cruits follow the common military syllabus
for other arms in the UK during their 20
week course. This is combined with educa-
tion in English taught by Chinese NCOs
wearing an RAEC cap badge (the only non-
officer RAEC personnel in the world).

Training major is Major Mike Mulcahy,
also QLR, who says that most recruits know
some English before they arrive. “We re-
cruit at a high standard and most have
stayed at school until they are 16.”

Says Major Mulcahy: “One thing we do
find which causes concern is the basic fitness
on joining the Army. With regular meals
and exercise the transformation is amazing.
It is a bit like when we had junior soldiers
coming in at 15 — you could not really talk
about rifle training until they had grown
into men. Some of them tend to be small and
underweight and not strong enough to hand-
le weapons in the early stages.”

Occasionally, in these days when foods
like hamburgers have become widespread in
Hong Kong, you get the opposite problem—
like the recent recruit who shed 20 lbs of
flab in his first ten weeks training.

The difference in physique can pose prob-
lems with uniforms. Training company
sergeant major, Wong Yau Nin, says the
average recruit is much bigger than he was
when he joined 20 years ago. But you get the
odd case such as the recruit who stood 6ft
lins tall with only a 27 inch waist!

The depot has the only Chinese cook-
house in the British Army and these days the

© recruits use chopsticks — at one time they

were forced to make do with the unfamiliar

' ~ knife, fork and spoon.

training into practice.

For the first six weeks period all recruits
are confined to barracks and they will be fed
and accommodated throughout the training
period. After that they will live out in their
own homes. After eight weeks they have the
option of buying themselves out for a
nominal sum — wastage is only about ten
per cent, somewhat less than in UK.

At the end of their training they will be
allotted to their particular trades. Driving is
often over-subscribed and some have to be
steered in other directions but usually the
youngster is allowed to take up the trade for
which he volunteered.

Major Mulcahy sums up his men thus:
“Extremely industrious, very ambitious and
whatever you teach them they swallow it
hook, line and sinker. Disciplinary prob-
lems are virtually nil. They are very loyal
and tenacious and have a great sense of
humour.”

. The HKMSC men do well when they go
to England for specialist courses. This year
alone a corporal obtained a ‘distinguished’
mark from Warminster, a sergeant came top
of a mess stewards’ course at Aldershot and
a lance-corporal topped a drill course at
Pirbright.

One of the recently commissioned
Chinese officers, Licutenant Albert Wu, has
been a medical orderly and a clerk during
his 14 years service. Now he is second-in-
command of the training company and told
SOLDIER: “I learned from the last intake
that the recruits are not strong so this time

Pictures: Les Wigg‘si

In the British Army's only Chinese
cookhouse.

they have started early with the physical
training. Here I can really put into action
what I have learned in the UK.”

Living out can have its disadvantages and
make for a very long day. For instance
weapons instructor, Sergeant Yeung Man
Chung, leaves his home in Kowloon fust
after six each morning and because of
travelling problems does not get home until
7-7.30 pm.

The Corps has two regimental sergeant-
majors. The Chinese one is responsible for
the Corps while the Briton, currently WO1
Frederick Williams of the Staffords, deals
with the depot.

WO1 Williams came to the post from
what appeared to be a similar position at the
Prince of Wales’s Division Depot at Lich-
field. But he found a lot of differences.

“Before I came here I had not heard of the
unit as such and imagined them as a pig-
tailed brigade. But they are very Wester-
nised, so willing to learn, very hard working
and well disciplined. With the British re-
cruit you have to bring discipline to them —
these people arrive and are disciplined by
tradition. They are very tidy in their ways —
an exercise area tends to be tidier when they
leave than when they arrive.”

Next autumn the Hong Kong Military
Service Corps will say farewell to Lyemun
and move to brand new, purpose-built bar-
racks on Stonecutters Island.

Says Lieutenant-Colonel Hollingsworth:
“The training facilities will be better. But
we shall be sorry to leave these lovely old
colonial barracks at Lyemun with which we

have bem connected since 1890.” | |
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Before you drive in

Hong Kong, you
may have to learn
to be u pedestrian
— a special
problem if you
come from a
country with few
roads and little
traffic. But despite
the problems the
Gurkha Transport
Regiment is . . .

T IS THE BIGGEST Royal Corps of

Transport Regiment. It is also the only

one which employs three groups of

different nationalities. And the Gurkha
Transport Regiment also carries out the
remarkable feat of taking soldiers who are
from the remote hills of Nepal, where there
are no vehicles or even roads, and training
them to drive on the harum scarum streets
of bustling Hong Kong.

The Regiment consists of three squad-
rons, two manned by Gurkhas and the third
by Chinese of the Hong Kong Military
Service Corps, who wear an RCT cap badge.
There are also Chinese sailors — men of 415
Maritime Troop RCT.

The Regiment is particularly delighted
with one of its newest recruits — named
Claude. He is neither Gurkha nor Chinese
but is a microcomputer and has already
helped the Regiment to make considerable
savings in mileage and fuel.

Major John Harrison is Claude’s boss. He
says: ““This micro computer is unique to the
RCT with the applications we have attemp-
ted and in which we have succeeded.

The Regiment has a vast fleet of 430
vehicles and the three squadrons opcrate as
three separate transport support units while
at the same time they are controlled by the
regimental headquarters at Gun Club Hill
Barracks in Kowloon.

Major Harrison tells the story of Claude’s
arrival: “There is never enough transport
and in the financial climate of two years ago
there was not enough fuel and money to g0
round. Human beings could not get to grips
with the information available — we attemp-
ted a manual system of information control
on fuel and it was taking 600 man hours a
month on top of everything else.”

The Regiment covers 2} million miles a
year with much of it in hcavﬂy congested
areas where even a Mini is unlikely to get
better than 30 miles to the gallon. Only in
the New Territories, where 31 Squadron
operates, are consumption figures better.

“We decided that a computer could solve
many of the management problems and if

N
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managed correctly could give us the basis for
better planning and a better transport fleet
for Hong Kong.”

The computer is funded by HQ British
Forces rather than MOD, but the latter’s
formal approval is now being sought. The
software was all produced by Major George
lxmsdale-Hmds, RAPC, a computer buff,
doing the work in his own spare time.

Two Gurkha clerks and a British sergeant
were trained at Blandford to operate Claude
and the machine is now being extended to
the personal records system and ultimately

- may be used to analyse the causes of road
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The Gurkha drivers who are responsible
for Army transport in the Kowloon area
belong to 28 Squadron. In addition to mov-
ing mail, stores, baggage, schoolchildren
and personnel, the squadron provides the
armoured personnel carriers for the Gurkha
Field Force with its 15 Saracens.

Squadron commander, Major Chris
Green, says that Gurkha drivers vary from
very poor to extremely good. “Our Saracen
and staff car drivers are selected for their

ability but it is a problem when within a year

of leaving their homeland where there are no
roads or electricity they are driving in Kow-
loon. It is murder and I am glad Idon’t have

; 'todon. You havetorcmembﬁ‘thatwhcn_"ﬂ

they are brought to Hong Kong on basic
training they are actually taken out on the
road to learn how to be pedestrians,”
Staff-Sergeant Keith Hawkes, the trans-
port controller doing the day to day adminis-
tration for Kowloon transport, says the job
is far busier than his last in Northern Ire-
land. The main problem is that the vehicles,

which are not radio controlled, can often get.

stuck in traffic jams for long periods.
TheChinesearein29SqundmnRCT—a

split organisation in three locations but

scheduled eventually to be rejoinedin new

buﬂdmgstobeerectedoutbeiiang[(ong

island waterfront.

ONE OF the most popular
attractions in Hong Kong these
days are the Kukri Dancers be-
longing to 28 Squadron, The
Gurkha Transport Regiment.
They appeared at eight major
shows this summer including an
arts festival, a summer fair and
at a big shopping festival.

The dancers, the only troupe
of its kind, were formed back in
1962, In 1978 they expanded to
32 dancers plus six musicians.
They wear traditional Nepalese
dress but the kukri dance as
such does not exist in Nepal but
was designed to practise sol-
diers in handling kukris.

Lieutenant (QGO) Rampra-
sad Gurung who runs the dan-
cers, told SOLDIER that the
majority of new recruits to the
squadron are tested for their
aptitude for the dancing.

“We currently have 82 trained
kukri dancers but because of
leave and commitments it is
very difficult to muster 32 at any
one time.”

There have never been
accidents during actual shows
but some have occurred

while practising in limited space. The kukris are razor sharp and Lieutenant
Ramprasad Gurung says precision timing is essential. |
concentrating and starts dancing when others are listening to the tune it can be

“If one man is not
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At Gun Glai: Hill the aquadm has iuh‘ 2

British Force Commander's

Daimler limousine.

heavy vehicle troop and the mechanical
transport wing where the HKMSC drivers
learn their trades. Classes range from learn-
ing to drive, to staff car driving, to cross
country driving, which will be used bly the
small detachment which mveu in the
jungles of Brunei.

The squadron has an ambulo.‘we troop
serving the British Military Hospital and
workshops at the British Forces HQ at HMS
Tamar It is from Tmr that Gagm Roger

AN

leng grllln on
coaches as typhoon precaution.

The Commander British Forces has his
own garage with six Chinese NCO’s and
drivers. His official car is a Daimler for
which there is a special driver.

Captain Hooper describes his job as “a
constant battle with the traffic problans
There are nine phones in the office and it's
not uncommon for them all to be ringing the
whole day long.”

The squadron also boasts its own motor-
cycle display team. The team performed at
last year’s Edinburgh Tattoo and is becom-
mgweilknownthmushoutl-longl(ong All
i continued on page 17




CAN'T
HELP
FEELING
AT
HOME.

HARDWICK

FARM.

WHERE
YOU

“all properties below £29,000 « Legal Fees Paid up to £250 on

Historic Banbury has a lot to offer—not the least being the superb houses
Federated Homes are currently building at Hardwick Farm. Beutifully
designed and built, these new homes offer value that is hard to beat.

1,2,3 &4 BEDROOM
HOMES FROM ONLY £18,750

» Gas fired central heating in every home « Maximum mortgages » Fitted
kitchen units » Coloured bathsuite » Turfed front garden » NHBC 10-year

protection.

LOOK HOW WE CAN HELP YOU:—
« £500 reduction (£1,000 on detached) if contracts exchanged
in four weeks « 10% equivalent mortgage rate for one year on

terraced homes. « Building Society Survey Fee paid.”

FULLY FURNISHED SHOWHOME OPEN
Saturday and Sunday 10.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday 10.00 a.m. to
1.00 p.m. Wednesday to Friday inclusive 10.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Closed
Tuesday. Telephone Mrs. A. Shounkwiller on Banbury (0295) 55573.

Federated Homes, Leret House, Swan Court, Leatherhead, Surrey, KT22 8AH
Tel: Leatherhead (0372) 379688 24-hour ansaphone A member of the TEVIS Group

HARDW'CK “Where Federated arrange morigage.
FARM

- FEDERATED
%\mwx* HOMES 57

Statiord i« | WHERE LIFE'S WORTH LIVING

Coltcarsgo
from £2,700
to 135 mph

Get behind the wheel of a Colt, and you've
not only got top performance under you — you've
got top reliability behind you.

That's made it Germany’s biggest-selling
Japanese car — and if you need them, there’s a
network of Colt dealers nearly 600 strong in
Germany We say again, if you need them —because
a recent independent survey by ADAC Strassen-
wacht ("West Germany’s AA’) shows Colt at the
top with the lowest breakdown rate.

Now USE your tax-free entitlement.

You've got 19 models to choose from in our
range, from Hatchback to Turbo Supercar. Sharp,
obedient Colts that make extra sense of the big
cash savings you make under the tax-free benefit.
Buy in the UK any time within 12 months of your
posting out (according to your entitlement) —
in Germany, where we've got our own on-the-
spot tax-free sales office.

Please rush me details
of the whole Colt range of tax-free cars.

Name Rank
Regiment/Unit
Address
Tel. No. e

Departure date (if relevant)

COLT IN U.K.

The Colt Car Co.

Export Department,

Elliot Road, Love Lane,
Cirencester,

Glos. GL7 1YS

Tel: 0285 5799

COLT IN GERMANY
The Colt Car Co.
Hoch Strasse 66,
4057 Bruggen,
W, Germany

COLT Tel: 02163 7036/ 7037

TURBO TECHNOLOGY
THERE'S NO GETTING AWAY FROM IT
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One of the &
operating mini-con

Captain Dipak
becomes the Q

a II | L Signs grving orders

{Trade testing for driver at Gun Club Hill.

continued from page 15

the men are volunteers and train in their
Own spare time.

.Remote coastlines and islands are often
used for exercises and here 415 Maritime
Troop RCT comes to the fore. Says the
Troop Commander, Capt Neill Wright: If it
needs moving by sea, and a lot does, then we
- dosit”

The troop is based on Stonecutter’s Is-
land, a one-and-a-half-mile entirely military
island in between Hong Kong and Kow-
loon. During the 1978/80 illegal immigrant

crisis the Troop assisted with the capture of

the floods of immigrants from China but
now the numbers have reduced they only
help to move them to holding camps pend-
ing their return to China.

The Troop has eight vessels. Four are
ramped powered lighters due to be replaced
over the next few vears by ramped craft
logistic of the type recently introduced in
the Falklands. They have four launches,
including the range safety craft Foseph
Hughes (named after a young RASC soldier
who was awarded a posthumous George
Cross after he drove a blazing arhmunition
truck away from the depot at Lyemun be-
fore it exploded).

The Chinese seamen go home each night
and go over to the mainland a mile away for
their lunch. Most of the British staff live in
quarters on the island, which is scheduled

Gurkh
traffic signs [esisis

for major expansion in the next few years.

Says Captain Cooper: “Living on the
island you are totally dependent on the
Royal Navy ferries. If a typhoon comes
along you have to stay put and every house is
required to keep in four days stocks of food.

“On the other hand we live in houses
rather than high rise flats and there are no
civilian vehicles on the island so it is secure
for families.”

One drawback on the island is a legacy of
the Japanese. They kept snakes in pits and
at the end of their occupation released them.
So the island is now infested with species nqt
normally found around Hong Kong.

A larger Naafi is being built and so is a
new range, the first of its kind, as the island
awaits the arrival of the Hong Kong Military
Service Corps depot. Reports Captain Coop-
er: “The island is like a building site and hag
ceased to be a tranquil and peaceful haven.
They used to call it ‘Fantasy Island’ but not
any more.” =]

Story: John Walton

Pictures: Les Wiggs

Cleaning one of 28 Squadron’s Saracens. p




The NCOs’ Tactical
Wing has lost its
‘beasting’ image.
But B still stands
for Brecon not
Butlins at this
tough school
where simple . ..

<
NOT ENOUGH

OR THE PAST nine years, the NCOs

Tactical Wing at Brecon in Wales —

part of the School of Infantry — has

been ridding itself of a fearsome repu-
tation as a “‘beasting camp” for student
NCOs.

The methods may have changed at Dering
Lines Camp but the standards are just as
exacting.

As one former graduate, Colour Sergeant
Tyrone Smith, 30, of The Royal Anglian
Regiment, and now a senior instructor
pointed out: “The ‘B’ still stands for Brecon
and not Butlins! You work hard on these
courses.”

The Wing was handed over to the School
of Infantry in September 1973. The hand-
over was by the Parachute Regiment which
had its Battle School and SNCOs Tactical
Division there.

Currently, there is a five-year-phased £5
million facelift under way affecting the class-
rooms and accommodation.

The Wing runs two courses for regular
NCOs — the Section Commander Course
for Lance Corporals and the Platoon
Sergeants Course for selected corporals and
sergeants.

In all, there are three instructional divi-
sions within the Wing. The SNCO division
has 74 students on each course, four times a
year, each course lasting eight weeks. Of
these 74, eight are Gurkhas and the rest
British.

The Junior NCOs Division has 120 stu-
dents at a time on five courses yearly, each
course lasting eight weeks and split up into
six weeks at Brecon and a forerunner fort-
night at each of the recruits’ appropriate
regimental depots.

The third Division involves the Parachute
Regiment whose recruits spend four weeks
of their initial training at Dering Lines.

There is also an 84-strong Gurkha De-
monstration Company, comprising an HQ
and two platoons, which was set up last
year.

Lieutentant-Colonel John Houchin, the
Wing’s fifth Commandant who has been in
post for just over a year, told SOLDIER:
“We are now in a position of being 100 per
cent over-subscribed, such is the demand:
for our courses from the Army world-wide.
Almost invariably, COs are happy with the
end product. People accept the Wing nowa-

< A section on patrol amid the Brecon hills

L/C%l Phillip Smith,

2 GREN GDS thinks it out

days as the centre where NCOs are trained
properly.

“QOur problem at the instructional end is
the number of candidates who do not com-
plete the courses and drop out through
injury. On one recent course, 15 per cent of
students dropped out through a combina-
tion of lack of fitness — people who had not
prepared themselves properly and not real-
ised just how rigorous the courses were
likely to be — and genuine injury. And all at
a time when people are crying out to fill our
vacancies.”

Lt-Col Houchin, of The Royal Anglian
Regiment, added: “Many do not realise
what our standards are in terms of getting fit
before coming here. The BFT is not enough
to qualify. The standard we set here de-
mands the running of two miles in 18
minutes with 35 1bs of equipment, carrying
rifles and wearing steel helmets. The people
who seem to have the main problem are
perhaps those from BAOR who are used to
travelling around in APCs.

‘“We normally recommend evervone a
period of about a month to prepare them-
selves for coming here on courses. They
should start off at normal BFT standard and
then train, increasing the weight of equip-
ment all the time.”

But not only the Regulars will have the
benefit of the expertise handed out in theory

Outdoor oratory holds
the students’ attention ¥

Story: Graham Smith
Pictures: Paul Haley

and practice at Brecon next year. So will
some of the TA.

Lt-Col Houchin explained: “From the
start of next year we shall no longer be
running the Junior NCOs course for the
TA. We have asked Divisional Depots to
look after that training. This will enable us
to increase our numbers here from 60 to 186
a year of corporals and sergeants from the
TA. The courses last a fortnight.

“This combination of the extra vacancies
for SNCOs at Brecon and Junior NCOs at
Depots will increase dramatically the num-
ber of TA NCOs trained on centralised
courses.”

So how was it in the past at the reputed
“beasting camp” of Brecon?

RSM John Wilding, 40, of the 1st Bn The
Devon and Dorset Regiment, in the Army
for 23 years, who passed through Dering
Lines on Course Number 10 in the winter
months of '69 and the spring of early '70,
recalled: “Life then was hard. In the old
days it was more stamina you required. If
vou had the will to keep going you made it to
the end.

“There was a lot of teaching instructional
work done in those days including interroga-
tion techniques when you stood up against a
brick wall with a pillow slip over your head
and buckets of water were thrown at you.
Those days are finished. There are special-
ists to do all that now.

“Today, as then, after taking courses here
a student leaves a far better soldier with
more confidence and able to command men.
We harp on a lot about fitness nowadays but
anyone can put a pack on his back and run
down the road. Not everyone, though, can
run round the hills of Brecon with a full
pack and rifle.

“In the old days, you had to adapt yourself
mentally to come on the courses here. The
thought of coming here frightened me, you
had heard so much about it. But those days
are gone.”’

This theme of past and present was

Waterways leave few clues of passage »

echoed by Major Terry Daly, The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment (Berkshire
and Wiltshire), OC the SNCOs Division,
who said: “There is the myth that exists in
the minds of some people that this place is a
jock-strappers’ paradise. It is not. They
think that because it is Brecon it is going to
be sheer grind.

“Certainly, it’s a fitness course and you
have got to be fit to do your normal infantry
job. I must admit, too, I was not particularly
pro when I was a young company comman-
der. I’ve changed my mind since and I think
we’ve got the balance right. We spend about
20 per cent of our time teaching them to
teach tactics. We are absolutely straight
infantry and there is no comparison with the
SAS. But we take our role seriously.”

And what of today’s attitudes by the
instructors — Dering Lines has 25 direct
instructors with four extra personnel on
hand — towards their students?

continued on page 20
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IN MEMORY OF SIR EDWARD

DERING LINES Camp, in the Brecon Beacons National Park and two miles from
the centre of Brecon town, was used for many years by the military as a tented
camp, notably by the militia, but did not become government property until 1924.

At the turn of the century, it was known as Slwych Camp and the name stuck

until 1939.

The existing hutted camp was built in 1938/9 when it got its official name of
Dering Lines — in tribute to Sir Edward Dering of Surrenden, Kent, who, in 1689,
formed the 24th Regiment of Foot, later to become the South Wales Borderers, a
regiment with a long and close association with Brecon.

In 1961, the Depot The Parachute Regiment and Airborne Forces established a
battle camp in two huts of Dering Lines which was then 83 Weekend Training
Centre. The role of this camp was to give regimental recruits realistic combat
training on the Sennybridge Training Area and Brecon Beacons.

Two years later, the scope of the camp was enlarged so that NCOs underwent
tactical training. The camp was then re-designated as The Parachute Regiment

Battle School.

In 1966 a decision was taken to re-start centralised training for senior infantry
NCOs and a pilot course was run in the following year when a new Division of the
School of Infantry — the Senior NCOs Tactical Division — was formed to run
courses. Section commanders courses were started in 1972 and the Junior

Division was formally set up in 1975.

The hand-over ceremony of the Parachute Regiment Battle School and SNCOs
Tactical Division to the School of Infantry took place on September 28, 1973, when
the establishment took on its present title — the NCOs Tactical Wing of The School

of Infantry.
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Colour Sergeant Tyrone Smith said,
simply: “Everything now is taught before
they are assessed. Before, it used to be the
other way round.”

Sergeant Major Terry Ellison, 36, The
Staffordshire Regiment, said: “I think a
bloke should come here with a very good
attitude. If he really wants to pass a course
he is a guy who will pass it. If you get a weak
student who has been sent just to pass the
course he is the guy you will have a problem
with. But the men are much more ambitious
now earlier in their professional life. I think
they can see the top of their pyramid.

“You can always tell a good student, a guy
who knows he has worked hard and given
100 per cent. At the end of the course he will
come and shake your hand. The tosser just
slides out of the gate.”

Colour Sergeant Peter Burke, 35, The
Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of York-
shire, said: “A lot of students who come
here are very scared. You can see it in their
faces for the first two or three weeks. It
takes them this time to get to know each
other when they should have done this in the
first week. If they just forgot about promo-
tion and got on with the course I think they
would all do even better.”

Captain Peter Appleby, Royval Marines,
said: ““All the students here can absorb what
is taught them although there is a fairly high
pressure of work here. A lot is crammed into
a day.”

Out in the hills of Brecon punctuated with
sheep and the team support of his section for
company, was Lance Corporal Phillip
Smith, 22, 2nd Bn Grenadier Guards, based
at Chelsea, who was on the Junior NCOS
course.,

Face cammed-up and combat kit covered
with camouflage, he said: “I'm here in my
first week — I’ve already spent my two
weeks at the Guards’ Pirbright Depot — and
I’ve been learning everything from scratch,
tactics-wise. I’m thoroughly enjoying it and
I’ve gained a lot of knowledge already. I've
just spent three years in a signals platoon
and this is a great change for me. At the end
of six weeks I'm sure I'm going to go back a
far berter soldier than when I came here. I
could be a lance-sergeant by next Easter.
I've found the course mentally stimulating
and physically hard, putung in days from
0630 to 2100. It’s tough physically but it’s
your own fault if you’ve not prepared your-
self for the course.”

Not far away, Colour Sergeant Bill
Mawhinney, 34, The King’s Own Royal
Border Regiment, was taking Course Num-
ber 30; ten young men hanging on to every
word of his sometimes blunt oratory on the
arts of infantry warfare.

He told SOLDIER: “They’re not too bad
but, at the moment, a bit out of their depth.
Their military tactics knowledge and skill is
not as good as it could be. My advice to
recruits is always to put in consistent effort
if they want to do well and prepare them-
selves even before they get to Brecon. But I
believe the standards are still as high as
when I was here as'a student in 1972. Then,
there were ten or twelve PT lessons. They
used to murder you. There is certainly less
of that here now and students don’t finish
up as weary.”

Lt-Col Houchin summed up: “Students
who are not up to the starting standards will
undoubtedly be at a considerable disadvan-
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Instructor Colour Sgt Bill Mawhinney

Classroom sequence at Dering Lines

All cammed up and raring to go

tage — there are no passing-in tests for our
courses — and are unlikely to benefit fully
from the instruction. Conversely, those stu-
dents who arrive with the appropriate stan-
dard of skills and fitness will begin the
course with confidence and can concentrate
entirely on absorbing the instruction on
tactics and leadership.

He went on: “Students here must be fit
enough to cope with the mental and physical
demands made of infantry commanders
working in rugged terrain like Brecon. An
NCO who is not fit simply cannot inspire his
men by active leadership and, in strenuous
operations, may not be capable of doing all
the command tasks required of him.

“It is recognised that Battalions cannot
always send the right man at the right time
but it is important both for the individual
and his- unit that care is taken to choose
NCOs who are ready for the course and who
are properly motivated. An NCO short-
listed for promotion is an obvious choicé.

For instance, a lanee corporal who has never
done a battalion cadre and has not served
recently in a rifle company will undoubtedly
find the course difficult.

“Ideally, section commander students
should be lance corporals with section com-
mander potential, have spent time in a rifle
company and passed a regimental cadre and
already have experience of command or
practice in instruction.

“The difficulties of maintaining persdnal
skills in units and of choosing NCOs at the
best time are fully appreciated by my staff at
Brecon. It is also recognised that many
students are young and apprehensive. Stu-
dents who arrive below the start standard
have a harder task but can still succeed if
they are well motivated.”

The NCOs Tactical Wing welcomes visits
by COs, Company Commanders, Ops/
Training Officers and RSMs for briefings on
the Wing, its approach to training and a
sight of students at work. |
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One-time National Serviceman Leslie
Thomas says humour is the key to
successful authorship and his time in
Singapore inspired three best sellers,
perhaps best described as

Private Stories

FORMER DR BARNARDO’s boy, Leslie
Thomas, whose first novel The Virgin Sol-
diers has sold two million copies worldwide,
did most of his National Service in Singa-
pore with the Royal Army Pay Corps when
he wrote short stories under his desk lid to
avoid detection.

Since that first best-seller he has written
two more — Onward Virgin Soldiers and
Stand Up Virgin Soldiers.

Now 51 and living with his second wife,
Diana and young son, Matthew in a 17th
century house in a remote Somerset vil-
lage, Leslie recalls: “I really was anxious to
get into the Army — and quite anxious to
get out once I was in!”

In fact, his entry in Who’s Who simply
records: Army Service 1949-51. Rose to
Lance Corporal,

Leslie, a junior reporter on a Woodford,
Essex, weekly newspaper — Barnardo’s
gave him his first typewriter — signed on for
National Service at the Labour Exchange in
Walthamstow. Both his parents had died
when he was 12 — his father aboard a

. torpedoed merchantman and his mother

from cancer. He and his brother were placed
in the care of Dr. Barnardo’s.
. At that Labour Exchange the clerk, in
bored fashion, asked Leslie what his job
was. “Junior reporter’”, came the helpful
reply.

The clerk snapped: “I'm fed up with all

! *  you people coming in here telling me you've

Leslie (arrowed) celebrating an
athletics victory in Far East Army days.

all got posh jobs. Now, what do you really
do?”

He was told again. ‘“He must have
thought I said ‘junior porter’ because I spent
a lot of time going round with stuff on my
head!” Leslie joked.

He added: “I even had the temerity to
write to the War Office saying I would like
to join an Army news service. I would like to
have worked on SOLDIER!”

But 22157741 Pte Thomas L.]. did not
get his wish.

“I ended up in the Pay Corps. I still
cannot add up. I can’t help my young son
with his long division. That’s true,” Leslie
admitted.

Private Thomas was sent to Devizes — I
really enjoyed it to start with” — for his
basic training when he also played sport like
cricket and football,

He was earning 15-bob-a-week and recalls
an anecdote as a fully-experienced soldier of
just two weeks eagerly awaiting the next
recruit intake to tell them a few of the
wrinkles of Army life.

It appeared his luck was in. Young Tho-
mas spied a soldier festooned and weighed
down by kit bag, rifle, helmet and bedding
as he staggered into the barrack room.

Thomas looked at him, shook his head
and commented: “You don’t do it like that.
Let me show you!”

The soldier straightened up, dumping his
load on the bed in one positive movement.
Turning to the helpful Thomas he snarled:
“As it happens I'm just being demobbed.
Why don’t you . ... off!”

-
o

L.

E i
&
5 e s

The aspiring author’s next move was to
the Orderly Room at Whitchurch and
then. .. Singapore.

“It was the greatest thrill of my life. I'd
never been abroad. I'd never had any money
to do anything like that,” said Leslie.

It was also the time he met the “love of

my life”. . . at the transit camp at Slough on
the eve of his departure for Singapore via
Liverpool.

“We went to a dance and I took her home.
In those days everything was very chaste. A
goodnight kiss and I was on my way. I was
in love for ever then,” he recalled with a
smile.

Thonrtas set sail for the Far East in a Force
Ten gale aboard the troopship Orbita, a
journey which would see a mutiny — not by
the soldiers but by the crew.

“The Pay Corps was not called in to quell
it, though,” Leslie said.

Army life then, he says now, was wonder-
ful “in a foreign place” for him but it was
also “bloody boring.”

He explained: “I just sat in this office
doing all those clerical jobs. I’'m sure the
Army uses its manpower a lot better in these
days. I could do shorthand and I could type
but they were employing Chinese to do all
this. I was doing all the terrible work, filling
up forms and dealing with pay allowances.”

It was so “‘gruesome”, in fact, that he
volunteered to take on the job of a departing
staff sergeant — and got it. He was also
promoted to lance corporal but lost his
stripe after only three weeks because he
turned up late for a sporting fixture!

“That job was a damned sight more in-
teresting than the first one,” Leslie said,
“but I was still sitting in a hot office in
Singapore. I never, in all my life, waited for
five o’clock like I did then. It would have
been far more interesting doing other
things.” -

Interest there was, at times. Like the
couple of times the trains he was travelling
on were ambushed. “A small baby sitting
opposite me had its foot shot off,” he re- .
membered.

Yet Leslie was not to have his “first real
novel”, The Virgin Soldiers, published until
1966 based, in part, on his relationship with
a cabaret girl he used to meet regularly on
his recreation afternoons.

In the book he called her Juicy Lucy but
in real life the girl used to change her name
every week, depending on the name of the

continued on page 23
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Posted Abroad?

Think twice before you buy a
new car!

1. Think of the Ford Sierra

This is a dynamically engineered driver’s car that replaces the Ford Cortina.
It uses less fuel than the Cortina, needs less service, has more space, a
hatchback and a bigger boot. If you enjoy driving, Sierra will be your
kind of car.

2. Think of Naafi Export Car Sales

Naafi can help you make the most of your posting outside of
the UK. We have our own sales force able to provide advice
and assistance in the purchase of a new car for export.
You'll find we offer a complete service that's hard
to beat.

Naafi: we're here to help you!

To find out how Naafi can
help you buy a new car for
export, fill in the

freepostcouponnow. [ e e em e e e —— e e e e e ———
No s‘;amp ne?aded. I_Send to: Naafi FREEPOST Nottingham NG1 1BR ™1 Orphoneus tOday on

Nottingham (0602) *
411991 ext 138, 188
or 210

Please send me details of Naafi export car sales service without obligation.
| am interested in the purchase of :

| |
|
: A new car for use in (state country) |
| Make Model | Written quotations
I (please tick where appropriate) | wish to pay cash [1 | wish to use Naafi finance ) 1 are PI'OVIdBd on
I Name Rank | request.
I Service No l
I Address. I
I - Tel. No - - - I
All details correct at time of printing but subject to alteration without notice S
____________________ il
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continued from page 21

female lead star in the big feature at the
Cathay Cinema.

One week she called herself Rita after Rita
Hayworth. The next week it might have
been Doris after Doris Day and so on.

Rita. .. Doris or whoever had run away
from a pre-arranged marriage in Penang.

“I’'m very impressionable with women,
aren’t I?” asked Leslie of his wife, expecting
a murmured agreement, which readily
came. “Rita. .. Doris was the first woman
that I knew as a woman.”

Not long ago he and his wife were visiting
Singapore and Leslie wondered if he and his
first paramour would ever meet again and
what his reaction would be if they did. He
need not have worried. They did not meet.

Leslie’s Army service in Singapore was
extended by six months because it was the
time of the Korean war.

“I was convinced Korea was really turn-
ing into the Third World War. I was sitting
on the bog one day and wondering if I
should sign on for the £2 or £3-a-week or
whatever. If I didn’t, I thought, I’m likely to
be in forever. I don’t think anyone was not
convinced Korea was turning into a global
war. I didn’t sign on.”

He went on: “I wrote for the Leicester
Mercury and The Liverpool Post on things
like sacred snakes of the east. There were
articles about the Chinese New Year and
lanterns. I used to get a guinea each for
those. I once wrote something for the regi-
mentalmagazine and someone said he thought
it was so good it must have been written by
an officer!”

Of his three novels dealing with the Singa-
pore-inspired soldiery, Leslie likes his
second, Onward Virgin Soldiers, the best.

Twelve months in the writing and 70,000
words long, Leslie said of The Virgin Sol-
diers: “This was my first real novel but the
second one took the hero, Brigg, to Hong
Kong and the New Territories. I'd learned a
lot more about writing by then.”

Leslie quietly admits to losing his own
virginity to the cabaret girl during a “‘one
night thing” at Georgetown, Penang. He
-said: “I went back to the leave camp and
jumped on air. I had done it at last!”

Nowadays, Leslie — he has 16 novels and
three non-fiction books behind him — rises

to a cup of tea brought in by his wife at
0930. An hour later he will spend the next
two-and-a-half hours typing out five pages
and about 1000 words.

His next book, The Magic Army — four
years in research and writing — has a war-
time theme and is the 200,000-word story of
a huge Army waiting in the south of Eng-
land for six months before D-Day in June
1944, It also involves a family in the New
Forest.

“I think wartime is remarkably un-
touched, despite all the action books of
military feats there are around, when it
comes to stories involving the civilian
population. We were living in a bubble,”
said the former chief reporter and feature
writer of a London evening newspaper who
visited 80 countries, covered the Eichmann
trial in Jerusalem 21 years ago and reported
on Churchill’s funeral from a lavatory seat in

“I'm very-
impressionable
with women’

the House of Commons.

An avid reader of books, poetry and
collections of letters Leslie — he has a flat in
London and a home in Spain — says: “I
have a good life. I’'m very concerned about
my professionalism. Writing is a craft. I
don’t think you can take readers for granted.
I try to make each book better than the one
before.”

Leslie also rates humour and not sex as
the high point of entertaining authorship
and he should know — 10 million copies of
his books have sold in the UK alone.

He explained: “I've written 12,000 words
in a new book and nobody has touched
anybody yet. I think humour is much more
important.”

As for his days in the Army of 30 years
ago, he says simply: “I’m sure I would have
been persuaded to stay in the Army if only
I’d had a more interesting job. I was stuck in
the office, with the fan going as I used to
write short stories under the desk, hoping I

wasn’t going to be caught out.”

When he is not writing, Leslie’s other
interests include cricket — he is a Lords
Taverner — golf, gardening, antiques,
music and islands.

He hopes to visit the Falkland Islands
next for a documentary-type book.

Yet despite his output of books there is a
Japanese proverb clinging to his study wall
which he says is his own personal philoso-
phy. It reads: “In the hustle and bustle of
the market place there is much money to be
made. But under the cherry tree, there is
rest.” 4]
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AN INVITATION FROM the
American Boys’ Clubs to
_attend their Fifth International
 Federation of Keystone Youth
Organisations Annual Confer-
- ence was the key that opened
- the door on America for me.

~ Until my all too fleeting visit
. last month, my knowledge of
_America had been confined to
- Dallas, Hollywood spectacu-
lars and Alastair Cook's let-
ters. : :

| combined the Boys' Clubs
_ conference with a meeting
‘with Jean Hilsman, President
- of the National Military Wives’
Association which represents
‘one-and-a-hall-million wives,

- ::11 me of the Family
. on e,
 The main thing that struck
- me was the tremendous emph-
_ asis placed on volunteer pro-
_ grammes by Americans in both
_ the private and government
sectors. The commitment and
~ enthusiasm that youth and
adults alike bring to their
_ schemes is, importantly, back-
ed by 'seed money’.
- | am more than ever con-
vinced that this is where all
our best schemes fall down.
- We have so many worthwhile
programmes, with all the
necessary expertise, willing-
ness and commitment, but do
not have the resources to put
: ~ into  motion. Prince
Charles, himself a staunch
supporter of such voluntary
8 , has recognised the
lack of finance as a problem:
“Give them a cash start and
they will forge ahead. Give
- them nothing but words and
 they will never start.”

: So where does the ‘seed
- money’ come from? In Amer-
_ica, both the government and
_the public sector sponsor

schemes and there are tax
_concessions that are a big in-
_centive to private sector com-
ganios. Jerry Inman, Senior
_ Advisor Educational and Cultu-
ral Affairs United States Agen-
¢y, explains: “The simple pay-
- ment of hiring a co-ordinator Ys
often all that is required; so
this is why we help with funds
from government.”
~ What a shame we cannot do
the same for our Pre-School
'f.PtaayF?runps‘ co-ordinator in

Dame Cu\wtwgr

. . Full Report From America in Next Issue.....
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ANNE ARMSTRONG

A shocking article in the ‘Law in
Disorder’ series in the Sunday
Times of 29 August this year
prompted Mrs | to write from
BFPO 40. The article described
the plight of Mrs Ann Crosley,
“A mother of three who was left
so poor that she finished up in
hospital suffering from malnutri-
tion”. She moved into an un-
heated and sparsely furnished
bungalow in Salisbury after her
husband, a naval commander,
left her and she lived at that time
on just one pound twenty-five
pence a week. Her husband
meanwhile had moved into the
officers’ mess when they had to
move out of married quarters.
Mrs ] writes:

“As a Serviceman’s wife I read with
a sense of amazement and then out-
rage about the inhuman treatment
of Ann Crosley by, first, her hus-
band and then by bungling and
possibly dishonest solicitors.

“To know that British justice can
treat a mother of three in such an
insensitive way is horrifying
enough, but to learn that the system
in the Services regarding family
welfare can, albeit unwittingly,
cause such hardship should give us
all, and in particular Service wives,
cause for grave misgivings.

“Could not Servicemen be told
that if they contemplate divorce
they must inform the appropriate
authority that they intend changing
their marital status, that they wish
to vacate their quarter and show
that satisfactory alternative
arrangements have been made to
house the family and ensure finan-
cial support — the least that is
required of the civilian citizen?

“Could not wives be allowed to
remain in their quarter until alterna-
tive accommodation is shown to be
provided by the husband or until the
divorce has been made absolute?
After these conditions have been
fulfilled, the AFO 1700 ‘Change of
Marital Status’ could be signed.

“If we in the Services do not put
our house in order and insist that
each of the participants in these
situations act responsibly we could
well have a major social scandal

made public to the detriment of the
good name of British Servicemen.”

I have been in Germany for four
months and have still not been able
to find a job. I did receive unem-
ployment benefit for a short while
when I arrived but, as I have no
children, I want to safeguard my
state pension — my pension not my
husband’s.

I have been told that I will be
penalised as I am overseas with no
children. Will I be an awful lot out
of pocket? What shall I do?

Mrs S, BFPO 39

You would receive home responsibility
credits if you had children and were still
unemploved in UK. These would be
paid by the DHSS for up to a year
while you were receiving unemployment
benefir. Unfortunately, as you have no
children, these are not payable while
you are overseas.

You have to decide whether you want
to pay voluntary contributions. Ask at
your BFPO for NI42 National Insur-
ance Voluntary Contributions, and
N148 National Insurance Unpaid and
Late-Paid Contributions.

Then write to the Overseas Branch
DHSS, Newcastle upon Tyne NE98
1YX and ask for your record. You unll
be able to see how vou stand and what
needs to be paid for you to keep your
entitlement to your state pension.

I am stll getting individual
queries on housing and the sub-
ject seems inexhaustible. Council
housing first this time and Mrs L
from BFPO 52 brings another
confused point to our notice.

“As my husband will be coming out
of the Army next year and we will be
going down to Dover, we have had

DID YOU KNOW?

YOU MUST APPLY in good time for an import form before
taking up postings in Germany cr Holland, to cover any items
that you intend to transport in your private vehicle into these
countries. The forms are not necessary for unaccompanied

baggage moved by GFA.

With effect from 1 Jan 83, you will be able to obtain the
form (BFG 60) from your UK unit. It will be overstamped MOD
Form 653 and will mean a simplification of the old system
when applications had to be made to the new unit.

You should still complete and return the form to the British
Frontier Service who will issue a customs form to cover you

at the German customs post.

Those heading for Netherlands postings still have to apply
to their new units for a Netherlands Form 35K, and UK
Supply Flight will obtain licences on request for personnel

joining HQ Afcent.

Units will still retain some forms for use by those who may
return to UK on leave, for example, and purchase some items
for import into Germany while they are there.

our name down on the council
housing list there for eight years
now.

“I have just heard that there has
been a rule passed that ex-Service-
men can now buy council houses
without having to live in them for
any length of time, and that we can
get a third off the price after the
first eight years of marriage and one
per cent for every year on top of
that.

“Does this mean that all we have
to do is to go down to the council
offices in Dover and say that we
would like a house for a certain
date?™
I have not come across this new ruling
Mrs L but I suggest you write to Dover
Housing Department direct and ask
them. It could be a local rule that the
counctl there has introduced.

Also, I suggest you get hold of a copy
of DCI Army F 51/81 which explains
the procedure for Army families with
regard to counctl housing. The pamphlet
‘The Right to Buy: A Guide for Coun-
cil, New Town and Housing Associa-
twns” Tenants’ which is housing booklet
No 2 is available with other information
from Department of Environment Re-
gional Office South East, Charles
House, 375 Kensington High Street,
London WIL 8QH.

Another useful address is the Housing
Corporation, Maple House, 149 Tot-
tenham Court Road, London WIP
OBN.

Now to turn to a problem from
Sgt M, BFPO 53, who wants
advice and information on
buying a house for when he
leaves the Army.

“I would appreciate information
on buying and leasing a house for
short periods. I am serving here in
Cyprus for the next three years but
am returning to UK in the near
future to buy a house ready for my
last tour of duty on completion of
this one.”

There are three main things that you can
do to help yourself in this situation. You
should contact your local Army Educa-
tion Officer and ask to see the new,
up-dated video film on house purchase
together with all the relevant informa-
tion that goes with the film.

Ask them too for the leaflet No §
‘Letting Your Home or Retirement
Home: A guide for homeowners and
Servicemen who want to let their homes
temporarily’. There is a possibility that
new guidelines to help Servicemen with
letting their houses will be published
towards the end of this year. If so, we
will bring you all the details as soon as
we have them.

If vou are trying to buy a house at a
distance, you should also contact Kerry
Stephenson (see Homehunter on page 46
of this edition of SOLDIER) who will
be able to help you. i

ARE YOU SEEING YOUR
SOLDIER REGULARLY?
MAKE SURE WITH AN
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
DETAILS ON PAGE 3

Full Report From
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arica in Next Issue. .

“Alias Smith or
Jones?

IT MAY COME as something of
a surprise to find that hotel reg-
isters are not the only places
where one can find a plethora of
John Smiths. It seems that every
day of the year no less than 17
John Smiths celebrate a birthday
and, to keep them company, no
less than 1500 Elizabeth Smiths
were registered in 1962 alone.
For those of us who are not
among the 600,000 Smiths on
record, these statistics may mere-
ly raise a rather superior smile
and, it must be admitted, the
Smith case is an extreme. There
are, however, 78,000 popular
surnames and more confusion
arises with 21 different spellings
of Shephard and eight different
ways of spelling Nicholls. These
facts and figures are the daily
concern of the employees at
Smedley Hydro in Lancashire,
the National Health Service Cen-
tral Registry and, on occasions,
they turn out to be a nightmare.
Smedley Hydro, housed in an
impressive old building where
once people came to take the
waters, seek a cure and relax, is
responsible for processing 45
million records. It acts as a reg-
istry and also as a clearing house
for the transition of documents
and information between areas.
Service personnel represent only
a small proportion of the registry

i

The impressive facade of Smedley Hydro. -

but their documents tend to pass
through its system more often
than those of the average civilian
as they move from location to
location, in UK and abroad.

I first visited Smedley Hydro
tWo years ago in response to your
queries on delayed or lost docu-
ments. I was the first visitor with
Service connections to make the
trip to Southport and afterwards
I passed on my findings to the
MOD. Two years on, I made a
return trip and discovered that
some of the problems have been
ironed out, although there are
still improvements to be made.

Most of the delays are caused

by incorrect or incomplete in-
formation on form F Med 246,
which has to be completed when
you arrive at a new posting. If
wives, medical practitioners,
units and medical documentation
officers were to take more care to
make sure the forms are properly
filled in, delays would be few and
far between. One wrong initial or
number on the form — particu-
larly if your name is John Smith
— can cause problems that will
hold up your documents.

The sheer volume of docu-
ments passing through the Cen-
tral Registry is staggering. Dur-
ing the course of a typical year,

Working as a team to sor&gyl_§g_ﬂce documents.

i,

L

.. Full Report From America in Next Issue. . ..

between 11 and 12 million docu-
ments are processed. In 1981,
100,000 documents were re-

. ceived and 107,000 dispatched.

The part of Service families in
this may only be a small per-
centage.but we can at least try to
make sure that our documents
pass through quickly and effi-
ciently. The vital key to trouble-
free moving is your National
Health Service number (not to be
confused with your National In-
surance Number as, I must con-
fess, I did on one occasion).
Everyone has their individual
number and this can go a long
way to making sure your docu-
ments can be traced easily.

Audrey, one of the team, ex-
plained the importance of the
NHS number: “If wives could
help us by making sure thev fill
in their NHS number, then we
are half way there. I have two
sons in the Army so I know how
important it is to get wives’ docu-
ments on the way as soon as
possible.”

Unfortunately for some effi-
cient unit medical documenta-
tion officers, Smedley Hydro
prefers the F Med 246 forms to
be completed individually.
Another of the staff explains:
“Some units think they are help-
ing by sending a note of the
names of wives who are moving
overseas and we have sent 100 or
so documents direct to the new
unit overseas. Then we discover
that some wives never went on
that day, some were delayed and
some never went at all for some
reason. Each wife’s documents
must be treated individually to
safeguard the family.” n

Full Report From America in Next Issue . . . .
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Sierraisa

dynamically engineered
driver’s car.

This is Sierra, the car that replaces
the Ford Cortina.

It uses less fuel than the
Cortina, needs less service, has
more space, a hatchback and a
bigger boot.

But Sierra is more than just
another efficient family car.

It's adynamically engineered
driver’s car — taut, beautifully
balanced and instantly
responsive.
If you enjoy driving,

Sierra will be your kind
of car. As you'll see

from the Ghia featured
here.
The man machine
relationship.
Everything in the cock-
pit is designed to lﬂdk(:
you feel at one with
the machine. The
Ghia’s contoured
driver’s seat adjusts - -
for height and rake as well as
reach so that you can establish
just the right relationship with
the controls.

Steering and brakes are
engineered to give you plenty of
‘feedback’ They let you feel the
road. And the seto the
accelerator is instantaneous.

2.3 litre 5-speed models do 0-60
mph in 10 seconds and maximum
speed is 118 mph”

The effect is to make you feel
almost like part of the car; man

GHIA DASHBOARD

The dashboard: information
at a glance.

The dashboard is angled
towards the driver so that all the
instruments face you and the con-
trols fall naturally to hand. The
instruments are divided into zones
according to their function.

It bristles with electronic warn-
ing systems which continuously
monitor the health and safety of
the car. There’s even one that alerts
you if black ice is likely.

While, overhead, there's a
console which houses a pair of
swivelling map lights and the sun
roof control.

Tall passengers please note.

QOverall, Sierra is just 1.8 inches
longer than the Cortina.

It has more head room and
more leg room. And the contour-
ed back seats are just as comfort-
able as the front.

In the GL and Ghia they have
folding centre-armrests. Ghias
have rear seat headrests, too.

The body: lighter but
stronger.

These days a car doesn't have
to be ‘built like a tank’ to be
durable.

Many components are made
of the latest lightweight materials
like High Strength Low Alloy
Steel (HSLA) which is as strong
as ordinary steel but 10% lighter.

Sierra’s bumpers
are made from
another light-
| weight material
— a polycarbonate.
The beneflts of light
weight are brisker
acceleration and
better fuel econ-
omy, so it pays to
shed pounds.

Aerodynamics:
save fuel at
70 mph.

Sierra is one of
the most aerodynamic five-seaters
that has ever gone into production.

Its average drag coefficient is
0.34 - 249% better than Cortina’s.
Even the wheel covers and bump-
ers are designed to reduce turbu-
lence. And Sierra’s windscreen and
back windows are bonded directly
to the body by a special process
called direct glazing. This makes a
flush fit, reducing drag. The effect
on fuel consumption is most notice-
able at motorway speeds. At a
constant 75 mph the 2.0 litre 5-

a‘\:\ speed model doe;:i
k{i&Z mpg’
\__’_:_-“

Sierra’s aerodEndmic shape minimises

drag. Airflow

Rear wheel drive: better on
balance.

For reasons of space, most
small cars, our own included, have
front wheel drive. But in a car as

*Ford computed figures.

eeps back window clean.

**Government fuel test figures overleaf

big as Sierra this advantage is out-
weighed by other considerations.

Rear wheel drive gives well bal-
anced handling because the weight
of the car is distributed equally
over the front and back wheels.

It's also easier to service, better
able to transmit the power of the
big engined variants and,
incidentally, gives better traction
when towing.

The suspension:
sporting handling without
hard springs.

Sierra is an agile car.

It corners quickly and
accurately with hardly
any body roll. And it
takes rough surfaces with
uncanny smoothness.

Even when the car is
heavily laden, it still feels
light and positive. This is
because it has a supple
new all-independent
suspension system with
McPherson struts at the
front, and semi-trailing
arms at the rear.

It strikes just the right balance
between sporting handling and a
comfortable ride.

Yet another reason why Sierra
is such an enjoyable driver’s car.

The hatchback: spacious
and versatile.

Sierra is a hatchback. But, from
the inside, you'd never know it.
Because the boot is sealed off by
a thick, hinged parcel shelf.

Like most hatchbacks, Sierra
has folding back seats. But unlike
most they are split 60/40!

This makes the car a very versatile
load carrier.

With one back seat folded, you still have
room for two back seat passengers.

If, by any chance, the Sierra
hatchback isn’t big enough for
you, don'’t give up.

There's always the Sierra Estate.
It has a load capacity of 69 cuft.

But that's another storv.

tExcept base model.

Car illustrated is a 2.3 Ghia with 5-speed manual transmission and optional metallic paint.




Engines: evolutionary
development.

Sierra has a wide choice of
engines. There's a 2.3 litre V6, and
arange of 4-cylinder OHC units of
210,16 and 1.3 litres. And a refined
2.3 litre diesel.

Outwardly they look similar to

Corrosion protection: the
20-stage treatment.

Sierra bodies are totally im-
mersed in anti-corrosive primer.

Box sections are injected with
wax. And wheel arches, and
vulnerable underbody areas, are
protected against stone chips by

D PVC underbody Stone chip

protection protection material

Cortina engines. a tough PVC undercoat. iy oting T et [ Lodaeeas
Inside, however, there are num- Only then is Sierra ready for
erous developments which have the paintshop, where in addition =

increased their performance and
decreased their fuel consumption.
The figures below prove the point.

5-speed gearboxes: 70 mph at
less than half engine speed.
Besides the 4-speed manual
and 3-speed automatic boxes, a
5-speed is now available.
With this, some models

to the primer, three coats —
of enamel paint are =
baked on.

Equipment:
Ford gives you more.

The Ghia is very well equipped.
Both front seats have adjustable
lumbar supports. Door mirrors are
electrically controlled. Electric front
windows and power radio aerial are
standard. The Ghia also has a glass
sun roof which tilts or slides and
has a sliding sun blind. And you can

adjust the ventilation system, (our
designers call it a Modular
Climate Control System)
to supply hot air to
your feet and

cooler air to
your face
simultane-
ously so
that it

reach 70 mph at doesn’t
3000 rpm which make you
is only half drowsy.
the gngine’s Sierra
maximum Estates.
capability. Besides the hatch-
Economy back, there’s a range
and per- of Sierra Estates which
formance: are just as well-equipped as the
this is wh saloons.
they meete;zre sltk The brakes: Aerodynamically, they are
The fastest Sierra 'R self-adjusting. equally advanced. They have the
does 118 mph and 4 Sierra has front disc brakes same drag coefficient as the saloon.
0:60 ini 10 seconds® (ventilated on 2.0 and 2.3 litre Mechanically, they differ from
And at a constant 56 mph, models) and rear drums. The system the saloon in having modified rear
even the 2 litre Sierra 5-speed incorporates a gravity valve which  suspension to compensate for the
does 49.6 mpg. balances the braking effort between extra loads they will carry.
- ey e - i the front and rear when you brake This then is Sierra. Solidly built
e el T i o iy hard. The brakes are self-adjusting et light in weight. Aerodynamic
Saloon Models S6mph | 75mph | cyde | (mph) | 1.3 litre 4-speed 90kph (6.3), and pads can be checked without  yet spacious. Taut and positive yet
1.3 4-speed 448 | 358 | 307 | 94 SeOuta (7.0, ouian 3.5 15 removing the wheels. GL and Ghia smooth and comfortable. Powerful
I lstosdd; =) -s?eed 90kph (5.9}. 120kph modals liahts t f ot ical M d achi
16 5—speed 479 | 36.7 | 280 103 (7.7), urban (10.1); 2.0 litre ave lignts to warn you o y economical. [vlan an achine
| | — | 5-speed 90kph (5.7), 120kph brake pad wear. in perfect harmony.
2.0 5speed 496 | 382 | 269 | 115 (5/.54). uslgagk(lgtfgeﬁi’iggs c .
23V65speed | 448 | 353 | 233 | 18 | (BOhuban(izl) = meﬂ‘om’:{ g g o g

*Ford computed figures.
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taking part, including 1 Wessex, who were
always to the fore. Many of the TA units
were in the Logistic Support Group which
performed the usual unsung miracles that
give the UKMF its great flexibility.

It was a mixed group of Regular and
volunteer REME and RAMC men who gave
first aid to a German civilian trapped in an
overturned lorry and freed him when all
attempts by the normal services had failed.

The British units spent a week doing their
own training, including live firing of Milan
and other weapons on the Putlos ranges.
Then it was down to the exercise proper,
with the UKMF playing first Blue and then
Orange forces and the US Marines making a

jor amphibious landing.

There were moments of humour. For the
associated medical exercise Bandage Barter a
Scottish RCT corporal who had a “no duff”’
broken right hand was detailed off to be an
exercise casualty. He drew a card which
called for him to have his left arm in a sling
too and was last seen puzzling out how he
was going to eat and perform other vital
functions. As one of the doctors said: “He’ll
soon find out who his real friends are!”

Then there was the umpire and his driver
who were stopped by an ultra-suspicious
German sentry. The driver pointed to the
white cross on the side of the Land Rover
and said: “Can’t you see we’re effing
umpires?”’ Next day, the German got his
own back. He saluted smartly and greeted
them: “Guten Morgen, effing umpires!”

“Halt — moo goes there?” was a chal-
lenge that caught on during the exercise.
There were 1,619,000 cattle in Schleswig-
Holstein at the last count and most of them
seemed to be in Lance Bombard1er Robert-
son’s field.

Removing his Noddy suit after a chemical
attack alert in one of 49 Field Regiment’s
FH 70 gun positions, he said: “We’ve got a
minefield of cowpats round here. Its sup-
posed to be lucky to step in one. If so, I
reckon I'm the luckiest man in the regi-
ment.”

Private Jim McAndrew of the Devon and
Dorsets, will not forget Bold Guard in a
hurry.

He encountered a new enemy in a hungry
horse that had a go at the grass he had used
to camouflage his helmet.

The lads of 1 PWO, normally with the
ACE Mobile Force, joined the UKMF on
this exercise and many of them had more
than a passing acquaintance with the Force

. Commander — Brigadier Beckett used to
command the Battalion.

Endex and the exodus began, but there
was one more important commitment. On a
windy Sunday morning at Schestedt beside
Kiel Canal, Major General Mike Gray, GOC
South West District, laid a wreath on the
memorial to the men of the 4th and 15th
Battalions of the Parachute Regiment who
died there during the 1974 Bold Guard. The
Devon and Dorsets’ Band played “He Who
Would Valiant Be.”

It was a simple but telling act of remem-
brance and it was heartening to see the fine
condition in which the local people keep the
memorial. &

Story and pictures hy

Public Information staff

4

Two of the Biues and Reyals™
Scimitar sharpshooters.

Beckett renewing old friendships.
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Other TA soldiers have been busy in Germany
like these spare-time sappers building . . .

A BRIDGE OVER
TROUBLED WATER

STRADDLING THE SWIRLING waters
of a fast-flowing German river — with a
special 60ft portable bridge — Royal En-
gineer Territorials from the Midlands have
been playing a key role in a mammoth Rhine
Army exercise.

More than 150 of the spare-time sappers,
from 575 Field Squadron Royal Engineers
(V) — which includes volunteers from
Mansfield, Derby, Chesterfield and Buxton
— were among more than 12,000 Territorial
and Regular troops, who were specially
embarked, by sea, land and air from the
United Kingdom to take part in Exercise
Keystone.

The spectacular two-week exercise,
located over a wide area just South of Han-
nover, involved more than 24,000 soldiers
and represented one of the Army’s most
ambitious troop movement operations.

Spanning the Emma with their 10-bay,
double storey medium girder bridge was
more than just a test of the sappers’ en-
gineering skills.. As well as making elaborate
preparations for the traversing of the river
they had to conceal themselves in ‘hide’
locations around the bridge-task site, main-
taining a constant Alert state of readiness,

KEEP THESE RULES HANDY

1 The competition shall be run on a team
basis and open to readers of SOLDIER.

2 A team shall consist of up to six players,
any four of whom must play in one game.

3 No player shall play, or be nominated, for
more than one team.

4 The competition shall be on a knock-out
basis, each tie consisting of one match, best
of three games, 601 up, straight start and
finishing on a double. 50 shall count as
double 25,

5'‘All matches shall be played on a standard

clock board. The board shall be hung with

its centre at a distance of 5 feet 8 inches

from the ground. The throw is to be made

ij::m a toe-line 8 feet from the face of the
ard.

6 In a postal match a team shall play three
games, recording a total number of darts
taken from the start of the game to achieving
the required double. Each player shall throw
three darts in turn. If a player exceeds the
required total in aiming for the finishing
double with the first or second dart, the turn
will be considered as completed and three
darts will be added to the total.

7 Once a postal match has started, the three
games shall then be completed and the
scores recorded in the order in which the
games are played. The scores should be
certified by an independent witness and sent
to SOLDIER by a prescribed date. Failure
to do so will result in elimination.

8 Any matters arising from these rules shall
be dealt with by the organisers at their
discretion and their decision shall be final.

" MORE PICTURES OF
EXERCISE KEYSTONE

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE

masked up, and appropriately dressed to
protect themselves in the event of simulated
gas and chemical warfare attacks.

Masterminding the Terriers’ big bridging
operation at Bad Pyrmont near Hameln was
35-year-old Major Roger Eyre, a civil en-
gineer out of uniform. And for at least two
of the men under his command, Sapper
Malcolm Peart and Officer Cadet Graham
Morris, the chance of working in the fresh
air made a refreshing change from their
normal working conditions — ‘down under’
in the coal mines.

Malcolm is a face worker at the Bevercote
Mine and Graham a mining engineer at
Shirebrook Colliery, both near Mansfield. It
was the first time either of them had been to
Germany and both found it a welcome
change from their usual daily toil hundreds
of feer underground.

SOLDIER DARTS CONTEST 1982/83 — MORE DETAILS ON PAGE 48

Officer Cdt Graham Morris and Spr Malcom
Peart manhandle bridge section bracers.

Equally enthusiastic were two of their
fellow Terriers from Buxton, Sapper Philip
Salt, a chemical process operator, and Cor-
poral Jim McLeish, a former six-year Regu-
lar and now a machine operator.

“The opportunity to do an exercise in
Germany is just tremendous,” Jim en-
thused. “Obviously, being in a foreign
country, the location is much more exciting
for our volunteers, and we are able to play
things for real, in a way.

“Added to this, meeting Germans is a
whole new experience for many of our newer
recruits. The German people are among the
friendliest I have ever come across in all my
travels in uniform — both as a TA man and
a Regular.” n

I —— — — — — — — — — — — — —

Name of team . .

Official 'phone number: . ..

MEMBERS OF TEAM (ONLY FOUR TO PLAY IN ANY ONE GAME)

SOLDIER DARTS CONTEST 1982/83 — ENTRY FORM

Team secretary (to whom all correspondence will be sent): I

NAME

SIGNATURE

————————

All entries should be sent in an envelope marked ‘Darts Contest’ to SOLDIER.
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 2DU not later than Monday 15
November 1982. Entries using OHMS envelopes will not be accepted.
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* near you.

NatWest.We never close.

When you open a NatWest bank
account, you jointhe bank that's open
24 hours a day.

24-HOUR BANKING

Well give you a NatWest Servicecard
to use at our Servicetill. That means
cash at any time of night or day —
what could be easier than that? And
there are hundreds of Nat\/\/est
Servicetills all over
the country— £
thechances
aretheresone

a\ s%rzﬂf_ : .

ONEYEARSFREEBANNNG

Wellalso give you a year’s free banking
provided your account remains in

In a 24-hour job,
you need a 24-hour bank’

credit, and no bank charges after
that if you keep a minimum of £50
In your account.

CHEQUE CARD

A cheque guarantee card will nor-
mally be issued Wlth your cheque
book provided youre 13 or ove:

S0, you'll be able to use your
NatWest card wherever and when:
ever you like, not just in banks.

With all these services, Nat\West .
has to be the bank for the Services. |

Open a NatWest bank account. | -

",

NatWest
€« FORCES SERVICE
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“Thanks for stopping. Do vou happen to be going “I’s the last time I come on an ornithological trip with you!”
the other way?”

“That computer you installed in accounts. I’s M‘N'S”E I OF Mwln’

calculating your redundancy pay right now!”

( §3ﬂ
<% N

I didn't see any action. I got this lot from an over “There’s something I like about him.”
enthusiastic welcome home hug.”




LOOK SMART-FEEL GOOD

with your own Platoon, Brigade, Regiment, Cluh, etc, etc. NAMES, CRESTS, DESIGNS - WHATEVER YOU REQUIRE
Expertly PR'NTED on the very best guality Engl:lsh
T-SHIRTS and SWEATSHIRTS

100% guaranteed - machine washable

Also EMBROIDERED designs on
: SWEATSHIRTS and JUMPERS
————>  SUSSEX I-SHIRT'SN

FREEPOST, Littiehampton, W. Sussex BN17 5BR (no stamp required)
Tel: (09064) 7298 & 23843

=
ZEN
=
=
o

L

Send for FREE
coiour brochure
and price list

ENGLISH SWEATSHIRTS (50% COTION 50% ACRYLICJ ONLY THE VERY BEST UUAUTY IN 17 COLOURS & 12 SIZES (22" fo 48")
ENGLISH T-SHIRTS (100% COTTON) - IN 11 COLOURS & 11 SIZES (22" to 48")

Also - 100% ACRYLIC KNITWEAR - VNECK SWEATSHIRTS, TRACKSUIT TOPS & HOODED T0PS i NOW

r-'—————————

The Ultimate Tailoring Service
for the Services'

The best materials are made to measure in our
own warkrooms to give you the finest quality
lailoring. Our personal measuring service
assures you of perfection. That's the ulti-
male failoring service from Uniformal
Service Dress, Army Day Shirts, Mess
Dress, Dress Shirts, Miniature
medals and a host of other mili-
fary and civilian wear

All at competitive prices and free
credit into the bargain. For
complete details, jusl write
or phone, stating your name
address and details of your
Iequirements

ON ALL UNIFORMS AND CIVILIAN WEAR
FILL IN THE COUPON OR PHONE FOR DETAILS.

Name

For complete details phone your local agent listed by BFPO No. Derek Thorndike '
(Minden 0571-27514 or any evening after 1800 hrs) Nes 15, 22, 23, 29, 30, 31, 32,

33, 36, 37, 38, 39, 46, 48, 102, 104

Bab Birkinshaw (Munster 0251-615517) 16, 17, 20, 24, 41, 106, 107

Brian King (Krefeld 0215 771328) any evening after 6 pm 25, 34, 35, 40, I
42, 43, John Boswaorth Berlin (030-795-4926) or write to us direct at

W. Yorks

Van Dungie House,
(0532 826102) U N I RMAL

Meynell Ave, Rothwell.
-—_—— EEED SCEe SELD  EEIENR WA G D L

This fast growing, forward looking, -
143 year old company is planning
now for 1985

Pioneer is a Mutual Insurance Company owned by its policy
holders who currently number 1.5 million.

Pioneer, whose origins go back to 1839, is a member of the Life
Offices Association and is one of the fastest growing Life
Companies in the UK. Its soundly based and long established life
fund exceeds £100 million.

Pioneer's progress over the past 5 years has been exceptional

and the future looks tremendous. Our policies cover the whole
range of conventional and index linked contracts with special
consideration and terms for Service clients engaged in high risk
occupations e.g. flying duties, naval diving, parachuting, service

in Northern Ireland, etc., not normally available from other
Companies. >

To fulfil our plans, we shall need even more top line Associates 1
so if you are planning for the future, have the determination to
succeed through your own ability and would like to be part of a
continuing success story, we would like to hear from you.

Pioneer Mutual Insurance Services Limited,
Pioneer House, 63 Thorpe Road, Norwich NR1 1UD.
Telephone: 0603 612804 / 613695/ 612340
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THE
QUEEN’S
REGIMENT

On the last day of 1966 four
regiments that had constituted
the Home Counties Brigade be-
came The Queen’'s Regiment.
These four had themselves
been formed from six former
excellent county regiments.

Such are the combined and
individual records that they de-
mand a roll call, bearing in mind
that originally there were ten
regiments of Foot: The Queen's
Royal (West Surrey) Rgt. (2nd
Foot); The Buffs (East Kent
Rgt.) (3rd Foot); The East Sur-
rey Rgt. (31st & 70th Foot); The
Royal Sussex Rgt. (35th' &
107th Foot); The Queen’'s Own
(Royal West Kent Rgt.) (50th &
97th Foot); and the Duke of
Cambridge’'s Own Middlesex
Rat. (57th & 77th. Foot).

The present head-dress
badge here depicted will be
seen to contain elements of
some former badges of the
various units; they are: The Dra-
‘gon of The Buffs, already an
ancient badge when confirmed
as a Colour badge in 1751, The
Garter of the Royal Sussex,
adopted it seems by the regular
regiment from the Royal Sussex
Light Infantry Militia, and the
Prince of Wales's coronet and

plumes from the badge of the
Middlesex Rgt., which in the
past had been worn by the 77th
Foot.

The badge is now worn by the
soldiers in anodised material,
by the officers in gilt and silver
and is described as “The Dra-
gon surmounted by the Prince
of Wales' plumes and coronet
in silver anodised, all sur-
rounded by the Garter proper
with below, a scroll inscribed
“Queen’s” in gold anodised. It
was sealed on 10th July 1966.

Although the Royal West Sur-
rey and Royal West Kent Reg-
iments both bore titles incorpor-
ating the word "Queens” it has
been left to the collar badges
and buttons of the present Reg-
iment to carry the Paschal
Lamb of the R.W.Surrey Rat.,
the White Horse rampant of the
R.W.Kent Rgt, the white Plume
of the Royal Sussex Rgt., and
the Star of the East Surrey Rgt,
to keep alive those former famil-
iar and honoured crests.

The badge of the Home
Counties Brigade (sealed 22nd
May 1958) worn until the pre-
sent badge was issued, was “A
Saxon crown enfiled with a
sword point upwards. Under-
neath and over the hilt a scroll
inscribed “Home Counties”. All
in silver anodised.

Hugh L King

Next issue:
The King's Own Royal
Border Regiment

BritishForces
‘VICTORY"

T SHIRTS

Children - 24" 26" 28" 30" 32"
£180 + 25p P& P

SWEAT SHIRTS

Children - £3.50 + 50p P & P

Orders of 25 garments or more name

of Units printed FREE!

Send cheque or P.O. payable to:
- -

SwiftShirts

57 CHICHESTER ROAD

Tel. 691514

Aoults - S. M. L Ex L £2.50 + 25p P& P

(Sizes as T Shirts) Adult - £5.75 + S50pP&P

NORTH END PORTSMOUTH PO2 OAB
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Superbly printed in Red, Biue and Yellow

on white T-Shirts and Grey Sweats
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the country.

Abroad it's
no contest.

Peugeot 505 Family Estate - £5,430
NAAFI Approved,
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Advancing British infantry take
cover behind knocked-out enemy
tank.

IT WAS AT just twenty to ten on the night of 23 October 1942 that
_ the desert night was shattered as “a thousand guns” opened up to
_ pound Rommel’s Afrika Korps facing the British Eighth Army at El

- Alamein.

In fact there were only 800
guns but they were spaced every
23 yards along a six mile front.

__ For twenty minutes they poured
_thousands of shells into the
~ enemy positions.
. On the hour they stopped and
the infantry began their assault
for what was to become the great
 turning point of the Second
~ World War. As Prime Minister
- Churchill put it; “Before Ala-
_ mein we never had a vicrory;
after Alamein we never had a
defeat.

'Monty’ in typical desert pose.

. For almost the whole of July
_the two armies had slogged at
_ each other in what came to be
~ known as the first Battle of El
_Alamein. Then they retired be-
hind their wire and minefields.
By late October both were at
~ peak strength. Montgomery had
200,000 men and 1100 tanks as
_ well as artillery and air superior-
_ ity. Rommel had 53,000 Ger-
- mans, 43,000 Italians and 500
‘tanks. But it was twelve davs
_before the British armour broke
through to open desert and the
Axis withdrawal began.
- Alamein II cost Montgomery's
Desert Rats’ 13,560 men, killed,
wounded or missing, The enemy
t 55,000 — 25,000 killed or
sunded and 30,000 taken pris-
er.
This month, 40 vears later,

3000 survivors of the battle. in-
cluding some Germans and Ita-
lians, are expected to mark the
anniversary at the Eighth Army
Veterans Association reunion in
Blackpool.

On Sunday morning after
the reunion thev will march to
the town’s cenotaph for a short
service and wreath-laying.

One man who recalls that
moonlit desert night vividly is
Mr John Churchill, an ex-Sea-
forth Highlander. As part of the

Sist Highland Division he was

one of the first soldiers to go into
the attack. “We stood in awe,”
he savs, “as we watched that
fantastic scene and wondered at
the terrified feelings of those on
the receiving end of the barrage.
Then we fixed bavonets and went
torward.”

Roy Brett, 61, was with the
2nd Rifle Brigade and won the
Military Medal in the battle as
one of the youngest sergeants in
the Regiment. He was just 22
and was wounded.

He recalls: “El Alamein was
something really indescribable.
We went forward with the whole
battalion in the night attack at
Kidney Ridge, with six-pounder
anti-tank guns.

“We were completely cut off
for two days but we knocked out
92 tanks in one day. We had o
blow up the guns and crawl out
because we were completely sur-
rounded.

“We went back about five
miles and Monty presented us
with our ribbons.

“For me, it was the battle of
the whole war. It was more orga-
nised and it was a precision thing
completelv.” &
@ In celebration of the 40th
anmversary, Phillips the au-
ctioneers will be holding a special
sale of some 70 of Jon's famous
Two Types’ cartoon originals at 7
Blenheim Street, London WI on

Wednesday 20 October. Proceed-

ings start at 7 pm and viewing will
be between 9 am and 4 pm.
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Napoleon’s Great
Adversaries:
Gunther E Rothenberg

The much tried Austrian army was
the largest force to be continually
engaged against Napoleon and it was
responsible for Bonaparte’s first de-
feat — at Aspen-Essling in 1809.
Later in the same year at Wagram, a
mere 11 miles from Vienna, the
Emperor fought his last decisive
victorious battle. Both engagements
emphasise the scale and determina-

tion of the Austrian army’s resistance
which for the most part, let it be
said, has been neglected by military
historians.

Working mainly from Austrian
reference sources Gunther Rothen-
berg has produced a major work
which deals in depth with the leader-
. ship, tactics and strategy of the Au-
strian army as a whole and carefully
analyses every major campaign and
battle. Singled out for particular
attention are the remarkable qualities
of its commander, the Archduke
Charles, young brother of the
Emperor Francis. As a military lead-
er he was outstandingly successful
and there is little doubt that by the

time he handed over command in
1809 he had become the Habsburgs’
most renowned soldier.

-The new Commander-in-Chief,
Fieldmarshal Prince Liechenstein,
took Count Joseph Radetzky, an ex-
perienced and able soldier, as his
Quartermaster General and they with
other, mostly military, personalities
and the part they played in the war
against Napoleon are reviewed in the
concluding chapter.

This scholarly work brilliantly fills
a gap in the huge range of Napoleonic
literature.

Batsford, 4 Fitzhardinge Street, Lon-
don WI1H 0AH — £9.95 JFPJ

Animal Heroes:
Military Mascots and
Pets: J J Kramer

And why not? It is about time some
of these unsung heroes were given a
modicum of attention in military
literature.

From Hannibal’s elephants to the
present day explosive-sniffing dogs,
animals have served the armed forces
well. But it is not only the ‘utility’
animals that deserve some praise; as
the author says, ‘a veritable zoo of
animals have served faithfully as mas-
cots in both American (J ] Kramer,
being an American, naturally puts his
country first) and European military
regiments. There has been an
extraordinary assortment: from dogs
and cats to goats and ponies, birds,
bears, deer, mules, pigs, monkeys,
snakes and aligators’.

This is a profusely illustrated
book, with pictures collected from
many sources, mostly American; this
is slightly disappointing for a book
published in London, the capital of a
notoriously animal-loving country.
The readers of SOLDIER could
surely tell tales and provide pictures
of many more British mascots and
pets. However, there are some
interesting examples, such as Jacob
the Goose of The Coldstream Guards
(1830s); the lineage of goats belong-
ing to The Royal Welch Fusiliers that
started in 1775 with a mascet that
stood with the regiment on Bunker
Hill; Fan the Antelope of The 108th
Regiment — later The 2nd Barrtalion
The Royal Enniskillen Fusiliers
(1875); Crauchan the pony of The
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
(1953). Then there are the dogs:
Scout of the Royal Dragoons (1899),
who was a predecessor of a Goose
called Jock (1921); Billy of The Royal

If you are leaving the army shortly, it could pay to
come and talk to us about a civilian job. We think we
have some expertise in helping ex-servicemen and
women settle down again after their years in the army.
After all, we have been doing if for more than 120
years. If you cannot call at one of our offices, write or
phone giving details of your demob date, age, where
you plan to live and the type of job you want.

Jobs for Ex-Servicemen

Local offices: Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle.

CORPS OF COMMISSIONAIRES

3 Crane Court, Fleet Street, London EC4 01-353 1125

Ulster Rifles (1900); Fritz of The
Royal Hampshire Regiment (1944);
Braggs of The Gloucestershire Reg-
iment (1925); and the first Brian
Boru of The Irish Guards (1902),
Prizes for the most original mas-
cots must go to the Americans for
Happy the Seal of the US Coast
Guards and Speedy the Anteater of
the 6th Army Task Force in World
War Two.
Secker & Warburg Ltd, 54 Poland
Street, London W1 — £5.95 BJ

White Heat: The New
Warfare 1914-18:
John Terraine

In this his tenth book on World War
One, John Terraine expertly ex-
amines his subject from yet another
angle. Strategy and politics have been
avoided in favour of what can only be
described as a study of the inner
nature of the war.

An instructive introduction fur-
nishes the background mentioning
among other things, Napoleonic and
Wellingtonian strengths at various
battles and comparing them with the
millions of men who went to war in
1914; or that in the same year the
Royal Navy had some 435 ships in
service equipped with wireless tele-
graphy; or again, the fact that in
November 1918, the newly formed
RAF had 200 squadrons and 22,171
aircraft to make it the largest air force
in the world.

This in-depth work is divided into
two sections with part one concen-
trating on the new dimensions of war

John Terraine

on land, in the air and at sea. Part
two carries the analysis forward
through all its different phases to the
ultimate victory of the allies.

Sidgwick & Fackson, 1 Tavistock
Chambers, Bloomsbury Way, London
WCIA 25G —£9.95 JFPJ

XIV Army at War:
George Forty
Montgomery once asked General
Christison, who fought under Slim in
the South East Asia campaign in
World War Two, why battles in Bur-
ma took so long before a decision was
reached. The gist of his reply was
that while vast numbers of prisoners
were taken in Africa and Europe, “in
Burma scarcely a prisoner was taken
by either side. Fighting was con-
tinuous till one side or the other was
the victor.”

While Slim’s Fourteenth Army
was slogging away at an enemy that
was considered by many to be un-
beatable in jungle warfare, other
events nearer home were occupying
the attention of the Press. Also,
priorities in arms, ammunition,

armour, landing craft and aircraft
were given to other theatres, while in
South East Asia the troops doggedly
held on against the fanatical untiring
hordes that were battling against,
them. Thus was the legend of the
“Forgotten Army” born.

This book is not a history of the
campaign but a good picture of a
remarkable army that suffered early
setbacks and yet won through against
a relentless dedicated enemy who
performed suicidal operations rather
than surrender or retreat. An enemy
who fought like demons in jungles
where malaria, leeches and typhus
ticks were rife, on razor back hills
that tanks could not climb, and in
monsoons that brought deep mud.

This is a story of troops who beat
at their own game an “unbeatable”
enemy of a warrior nation trained
never to surrender.

Ian Allan Lid, Shepperton, Surrey
TW17 8AS. — £11.95 GRH

The Chilwell Story:

M J Haslam

Never judge a volume by its cover or
its title. This book gave expectations
of being a dry-as-dust corps history
about vast sheds, stores and dowdy
civilians, with a few stereotype
photographs of 60 years ago — unre-
lieved, as are regimental histories, by
the echoes of battles fought afar.
How wrong can first impressions be?

The Chilwell Story of the vast
RAOC supply depot at Nottingham
is alive with people, fully, wholly,
flesh and blood characters; and their
thoughts and actions over the years
are recorded here in their own words.

This was no “humdrum static
Army unit” but a vast hive of activ-
ity, with tentacles that stretched, but
never severed, all round the world.
Here the “most successful shell fill-
ing factory of World War One”
changed the course of that war at the
Battle of the Somme.

In 1918 nearly 10,000 were em-
ployed, 4000 of them women, and
46,725 shells were filled in the shifts
of each 24-hour day.

In three years there had been 17
explosions but only three men had
been killed, when on 1 July 1918, an
extremely hot day, ice had to be
brought in to cool the TNT. That
night the unbelievable happened
when eight tons of explosives
mushroomed skywards and 134 died
with 250 injured.

There are many reminiscences of
the horror, the courage, the tenacity
and the patriotism shown at this time
of cruel devastation. Next morning
the staff was back at work and public
reaction was that Chilwell deserved
the Victoria Cross. From then on
until its closure in 1982 it was known
as the “VC Factory”. "

Later there were to be other great
hours: succour for the exhausted sur-
vivors of Dunkirk, the despatch of
ice-proofed tanks “with love” for
Russia and the extensive, exciting
preparations for the invasion of Nor-
mandy. And behind it all the loyalty
and tenacity of the workforce, mili-
tary, including ATS, and civilian
men and women.

That is the real Chilwell Story, told
as many remember it.

RAOC Corps Secretariat, Blackdown
Barracks, Deepcut, Camberley, Surrey
—£4.95 (plus £1.34 p&p) GRH
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On the Record

with Rodney Bashford

With Fife and Drum

Corps of Drums of the Honourable
Arullery Company. Drum Major: G.
Tunesi. DR 46

It is fitting that the first disc of a
British Army corps of drums should
be by the oldest of them all, whose
proven roots go back to 1587. If all
those Disgusteds of Dorking don’t
buy this after all their justified com-
plaints about the complete lack of
such discs then please leave the
room.

This marvellously British sound
needs to be accepted in the spirit in
which you would receive Oliver
Cromwell, should he knock at your
door requiring sustenance — warts
an’ all. Without these little peccadil-
los of performance the corps of
drums would not be what it is, the
most evocative and true relic of the
17th and 18th century we now pos-
sess. And what lovely warts they are.

In a well varied programme com-
prising waltz-troops, jigs, modern
interludes as well as traditional
marches I would have wished only
for more variety of instrumentation,
perhaps the more ancient music on a
single fife and drum as the Grenadier
Guards do to this day. Aficionados
will find some old favourites here
which should revive a memory or
two. The great Drum Major Birkett’s
Hazlemere for one, and also his
Armoury House, W H Turpin’s For
Flag and Empire and Galanthia, The
Dashing White Sergeant, and The
Gladiator’s Farewell.

Other marches new to me are West-
ward Ho! (G W Lea), Coeur de Lion
(G E Goulding), and The King’s Re-
view (A Shrimpton). The troops are
Ord Hume’s lovely Spanish waltz
Toledo of fond memory, and Leo
Stanley’s The Colours. Traditional

tunes are Flow Gently Sweet Afton,
Irish Figs and Quicksteps, Reveille
tunes and Point of War, with some
Film Themes to vary the diet.

All very nicely played and pre-
sented by honourable artillerymen.
Have a care, gentlemen, to prime
your arms, blow off your loose cords,
and join me in a flagon of ale next
time we meet.

From HAC, Armoury House, City
Rd, London, £5.10 inc. p&p.

Military music through the ages
Band of the Royal Military School of
Music, Kneller Hall

Conductor: Lieutenant Colonel G. E.
Evans. Bandleader BND 1003

The Royal Military School of Music
receives letters addressed variously to
Kneller Hall, Nether Hall, Nellar,
Neller, Knollys, and even Nellie
Hall, though that lady pursued an
even older profession than music.
We don’t mind; but we do draw
the line at the Royal School of Mili-
tary Music mainly, I had thought,
because there is no such thing as
military music. But here we are,
straight from the horse’s mouth, with
proof that there is. Or isn’t?
_ Is any march military music? Is a
fugue, a concerto, an overture? Mili-
tary musicians play them of course,

but then we perform Gounod’s
Funeral March of a Marionette,
given half a chance.

Since I am still an active member
of this great establishment I will
merely record the presence of this
disc on the market. It contains the
following: Trumpet Veluntary; Con-
certo for Two Trumpets (Vivaldi);
Prince of Wales March; Princess of
Wales March; Owverture in C(¥.C.
Bach); Grand March (Bishop);
Coronation March (Meyerbeer);
Rakoczy March; Tannhauser March;
Spitfire Prelude and Fugue (Walton);
Music for a Festival (Facob); Paean
(Panufnik).

Available from Bandleader, 7 Garrick
Street, London WC2E 9AR. Disc or
cassette £3.99 plus p&p.

Royal Military Spectacular

London Brass Chorale; Band of the
Coldstream Guards; Buglers, Pipers,
Trumpeters of the Scots Guards; Caval-
ry Trumpeters of the Life Guards;
Organ, William Davies; Narrator:
Lord Bernard Miles; Composed and
conducted by Laurie Johnson. Unicorn-
Kanchana DKM 6002

And if that list of performers doesn’t
impress you wait till you hear the
sound. This is military music and
could be mistaken for nothing else.
Stravinsky once said that music could
express nothing but itself. He hadn’t
heard the likes of this. Military
music, if it is to earn its name, must
be vivid, precise, significant, pur-
poseful, descriptive of martial intent,
and above all possess rhythmic vital-
ity. Here it is, and if you want the
thrill of a lifetime in recorded sound
you can’t afford to miss it.

Laurie Johnson is of course a most
skilled composer of film and TV in-
cidental music (The Avengers, The
Professionals, and many more) and in
his epic version of The Battle of

Waterloo, which fills side one, he
draws upon all those skills to give us
a privileged seat next to the Duke of
Wellington himself as he surveys.the
ebb and surge of barttle, with vivid
and kaleidoscopic use of trumpet and
drum, bugles and pipes, against a
background of massive musical
forces supplemented by the private
thoughts of the Duke on that fateful
day, intonated by Bernard Miles.

On side two all is radiance and
light, an inspired choice of dessert to
round off the gargantuan meal of side
one. Laurie Johnson has chosen two
of his most clever and descriptive
works for the purpose, and gives us
Three Paintings by Lautrec, all froth
and frolic, and his Royal Tour Suite,
which has a Fanfare Overture, a con-
cert arrangement of Greensleeves,
and a Salute to America march.

At risk of overdoing my praise
while still under the euphoric effects
of its sound, this LP is worth what-
ever it may cost you provided you
have the equipment to cope with ir.

Available 12 Hillgate P1, London
W8 78] or dealers, £4.99 disc or
cassette.
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SYLVAN PATHS

MR LUMBER’S wood consisted chiefly of
young chestnuts but in the wood he had five
favourite trees — a lovely silver birch, a
copper beech, a turkey oak, a Scots pine and
a superb sequoia.

Four straight pathways led from the se-
quoia to each of the ‘other four trees and
these also were linked together by means of

straight paths.

It was as far from the oak to the beech as it
was from the Scots pine to the oak. The
distance between the oak and the birch was
the same as that between the beech and the
sequoia but it was twice as far from the Scots
pine to the birch as it was from the birch to
the beech. From the beech to the birch was

COMPETITION 303

as far as from the oak to the sequoia. From
the oak to the sequoia was half the distance
of that from the birch to the pine but
equalled the distance from the beech to the
sequoia.

The copper beech was due north of the
sequoia and it was three hundred yards from
the beech to the birch. Also, the sequoia was
halfway between the pine and the birch.

How far was it from the copper beech to
the Scots pine?

The competition is open to all readers at
home and overseas and the closing date is
Friday 19 November. The answers and win-
ners’ names will appear in our issue of 13
December. More than one entry can be
submitted but each must be accompanied by
a ‘Competition 303’ label. In the case of ties
winners will be drawn by lots. Send your
answers by postcard or letter with the ‘Com-
petition 303’ label to: Prize Competition,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. ‘

IMAAAETRARNARARART SR

PRIZES

1: £15
2: £10 3: £5
4-5:
~ Six issues of
Soldier
posted to you
direct
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FOR FREE
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YOUR OWN CLUB DESIGN

Silkscreen printed onto our excellent Quality
Standard and Fashion Garments — Tee-Shirts
Sweatershirts - Joggin
Military Style Sweatershirts.

Clubs, Schools, Organisations, Publicity & Promotions etc.,
we will print your own Design, Logo, Badge, Motif onto a
superb garment. (We can work from a rough sketch) * All
garments manufactured and printed in our own factory with
strict control on Quality. «# Generously sized garments
24ins to XXL in a wide range of colours. % Minimum
order only 12 shirts. % Money back
undertaking

Suits - Sportshirts

THE BEST OF BRITISH
LEISUREWEAR
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Got something to say, a point to
make or a story to tell? This is your
page to exchange your news, views,
comments and opinions We're
offering £5 for the best letter we
publish every fortnight. All we ask

is that you keep it brief and include
your full name and address. Write
tos Mail Drop, SOLDIER, Ordn-
ance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11
2DU.

GHOSTLY CAMP

I am one of the many people who
read SOLDIER from cover to cover,
and I was most interested to read
* about your investigation into the
Crowborough Camp Ghost (6 Sept.).
Soon after I had told my own ghost
story to the Sun newspaper I went
over to Crowborough Camp. I have
known Sheila Chick for quite a few
years now and she said, “After that
story, will you come with me, and tell
me if you can feel anything in the
other room?” She did not tell me
what I was supposed to feel, but as
soon as I walked into that room I felt
the coldness of it. “Right” said
Sheila, “walk round, and tell me if
you feel anything else.” I started to
walk down the right hand side of the
room from the door, and halfway
down I stopped, and looked up at a
beam in the roof. Sheila saw me stop
and asked me why. I said “whatever
happened here happened on that
beam.” She then told me to come
further forward and when I did, I got
“a very cold blast ‘of air on to my
forehead which took my breath away.
So you see the story has now been
proved by an independent witness,
and I am sure Sheila will verify my
part in this for you.
M F Johns, 4th Queens ACF, 40
Rankine Road, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent TN2 3BH. — No need, Mr
JFohns, we believe you and we think you
deserve our £5 prize for suffering such a
chilling experience and for telling us
about it, — Ed,

MALAY MEDAL

I refer to the letter from Fg Off
Edwards (23 August) in which he
questions the reasons for the ‘cut off’
date for GSM Malay Peninsula being
June ’65. Perhaps I can help.

Two points to make first; one —
this medal should not be confused
with the GSM Malaya issued for the
Emergency 1947-59 (approx): second
— during the sixties Malaysia con-
sisted of Malaya and Singapore (ie
those on the Malay Peninsula), and
Borneo where the Indonesian con-
frontation took place, besides I think
Brunei.

38

MAIL DROP

Some years after completing my
tour in Borneo and qualifying for
GSM Borneo, I found I also qualified
for GSM Malay Peninsula. Having
seen no action other than in Borneo [
wondered why.

During the early days of the In-
donesian confrontation (’62-'64 say)
the brunt of the fighting was done by
UK and Gurkha troops from Malaya
and Singapore; Australian and New
Zealand troops, then serving in
Malaya with the Commonwealth Bri-
gade mainly, were barred from Bor-
neo service. From time to time the
Indonesians landed on mainland
Malaya and were more often than not
met by Aus/NZ troops from Tever-
dale (Command Bde base.) Hence
two medals were struck — one for
each side of the China sea. The poli-
tical decision banning Aus/NZ troops
from Borneo was I believe, lifted in
mid 65 and they all speedily fell in to
do their stint in Borneo.

So I can only assume the need for
two medals ceased to exist in June "65
and GSM Malay Peninsula was no
longer awarded — only GSM Bor-
neo. I am still slightly puzzled as to
the reasons for my receiving both,
except that I served in the Common-
wealth Brigade when I wasn’t in Bor-
neo (45 Fd Regt RA) and as we said
at the time “if the Aussies can get it
— 5o should we!”

Final thought — thank heaven
they are actually going to give a prop-
er medal for the Falklands job. Yet
another clasp for the GSM would
have been too much! — Lt Col ]
Ollerhead, RA, MOD, Defence
Operational Analysis Establish-
ment, Broadoaks, Parvis Road,
West Byfleet, Weybridge, Surrey
KT14 6LY.

HOUSEWIFE

One thing I can thank my National
Service for is the ‘housewife’ and the
ability to cope with stitching up
seams and sewing on buttons. This
has proved  useful in my later
bachelor life.

But there was one occasion when,
rushing on parade in the Army, I
nearly came adrift due to a split
seam. Dragging my greatcoat on, I
was hurriedly buttoning it with my
left hand before I realised that my
right hand had gone through a hole in
the armpit and was trapped between
the sleeve and the lining.

It was too late to do anything about
it. And as duty runner for the
weekend I had to fall out on one side
of the square and await instructions.
Even today I shudder to think of my
fate if the orderly officer had come
along — and I had saluted him with
one sleeve and no hand!

Fortunately he did not appear; but
perhaps my predicament can still
serve as a present-day reminder that a
stitch in time could save nine (days in
the glasshouse perhaps?) — Kenneth
Harker, 28 Cobble Carr, Guis-
borough, Cleveland TS14 6NR.

WHICH WAY?

I wonder if anyone can solve the
mystery of the order of medals shown

on the front of SOLDIER (23 Aug.)

The cover shows ‘Chichester’s Big
March’ and the gentleman leading
the parade is wearing the UN Peace
Keeping Medal for Cyprus followed
by a British General Service Medal.
Yet the gentleman behind is wearing
the GSM followed by the UN medal.
Who is right? I would be most in-
terested to find out.

Thank you for a most interesting

magazine. — WO2 B Smith, Royal
Signals Training Wing (BAOR),
13th Signal Regiment, British
Forces Post Office 42,
We believe they are both right, Mr
Smith. An extract from ‘Dress Regula-
tions of the Army’ states: “The order of
wearing of (these medals). . . will vary,
and will depend upon the dates of parti-
cipation in the relevant campaigns.” —
Ed.

GONG COMMITTEE?

The whole nation would have been
outraged if those who took part in the
Falklands campaign had not been
awarded a medal, and rightly so.
Equally those who have been on ac-
tive service, in the odd spots of the
world, deserve recognition. I per-

sonally have medals for my service in

Burma and Malaya but nothing for
the NW Frontier — an entjrely
different sort of war.

It must be most unfair, and unjust,
that active service in the Falklands
and Rhodesia can be acknowledged
and these many other campaigns not.
Is it not possible for some form of
Committee to be set up, to re-
examine these anomalies in our med-
al award system and where appropri-
ate issue campaign medals to those
who have earned and deserved them?
— Mr M E Sawyers, 44 Imber
Road, Warminster, Wilts.

May[beallowedmenl:ﬂanen Si!
King (6 September) as to the reason
whywemduACmeledaohw :
regarding the issues of arms and

equipment and why what little we do

have is so out of date. &
Some years ago I attended my son’s
passing out parade at Chepstow and
the QMG was the Inspecting Officer.
During a brief conversation with him
I spoke about the parlous state of
affairs in the ACF and why we
couldn’t be issued with modern
equipment which was classed as sur-
plus before the dealers got it — most
probably at knock down prices. His
answer stunned me: “Sgt Major,
thcreunomachmerysetupmdoﬂ;
it. ”Andtomyknowledgethesymf _
is still the same.
But I also believe very strongly
that the people at the top who could
improve matters dramatically in a
short space of time have no idea of
what is involved in keeping the in-
terest of little Johnny Cadet alive and
above all of the standards of Training
and Proficiency laid down to be
achieved at the different Star Levels.
I have known Colonels and above
say “Good God, I didn’t know the
training was anything like this” when
they have seen the Training Manual
for the first time. If a Cadet has been

well trained according to the Manual

I think he could beat most TA Infan-
trymen and would not be disgraced
alongside the Regulars either. So un-

til the system gets altered we instruc-
tors must be prepared to borrow, beg
onpmtmymythmgthntmﬂhdp'

us to run our units. — CSM D
Panther, D Company, Royal
An;lnnArmylegtFm,Mnf
Recreation Centre, Northampton
Road, Kettering, Northants.

A new set of military cigar cards is now being issued with
packs of Embassy Slim Panatella fives and fifties and
Embassy miniature cigar tens. It is the first military series to
be issued by the Wills section of Imperial Tobacco but
follows on series issued by Player with Doncella cigars.
‘World of Firearms’ is a series of 36 colour cards tracing |
the history of firearms from 14th century English hand guns
through wheel-lock and flintlock pistols to rifles, automatic
pistols and submachine guns. Brief details of each weapon
are printed on the back and the whole set makes a small

pocket encyclopaedia of the subject.

Colt 45 Automatic M1811

140 mnmc“wdmtwum
du coid @ W et mulwmm
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Can You Help?

I am rtrying to write a small book
about the human, personal, everyday
life of the British soldier serving in
India between the two wars (1919-
1939).

I would appreciate hearing any in-
teresting and amusing anecdotes
from former soldiers and I am espe-
cially interested in contacting anyone
who served with the 22nd (Cheshire)
and The Somerset Light Infantry
Regiments who were in India during
part of this period. I will pay all
postage costs. — Mr N Christenson,
4552 Ridge Road, Dallas 75229,
Texas, USA.

Would you please print the following
appeal for help in trying to trace my
son (24027147) Sgt John Sorrenson,
RAOC. I last saw and heard from
him between 1976/78 when he was
serving in Germany. He could now
be in Ireland or in civvy street. His
wife’s name is Janet, née Brieley,
born in Bilborough, Nottingham and
they have three children,

I would be most grateful if some-
one could help me as I would like to
see my grandchildren. — J H Sor-
renson, (Ex 3rd King’s Own Hus-
sars) 32 Burlott Garth, Gower
Road, Boothferry Estate, Hull, N
Humberside.

I have in my possession a pair of
Cross Shell cases made into orna-
ments. One is decorated with a pair
of flags and bears the words Bon
Allies. Messines & le Mare 1914-
1918. The other is similar. Under-
neathr they are marked with place of
manufacture and date (1 March 1910
the other April 1917).

I understand these to be collectors’
items and would like to know if any
readers know what they are worth, —
Mrs S E Sheldon, 91 Lorne Road,
Greenlands East, Lincoln LN5
9TP.

Glen Waverly, Victoria 3150 Austra-
lia. Wants anything to do with the
SAS. In exchange can offer modern
Australian army badges and militaria.
Thomas, 31 St Chads Road, Bishops
Tachbrook, Royal Leamington Spa,
Warwickshire CV33 9RB. Offers for
sale collection of 500+ American
badges, wings, collar badges, insignia
etc of USMC, Airborne Forces, Spe-
cial Forces, WW2 USAAF and Infan-
try etc. £750 for quick sale includes
postage and insurance.

SFC M H Johnson, 554TH MP Co,
APO09131, 7000 Stuttgart 80 West
Germany. Wants United Kingdom Air
Forces Pocket Badge (UKAIR) and
Allied Forces Zealand (Landzealand).
Also Royal Marine Insignias.

The Annnual Dinner and Dance of
the London and Home Counties
Branch of the Staffordshire Regimen-
tal Association will be held at the
Union Jack Club, Waterloo, London
on Saturday 27 November 1982.
Tickets from Secretary B J Harris, 29
The Square, Pevensey Bay, Sussex.

Competition

We thought we would try something

different in Competition 299, ‘Puz-
zling Places’ but we never thought it
would stump you all to such an ex-
tent. Entries were well down on nor-
mal and only one was a hundred per
cent correct! Not wishing to be too
hard-hearted we decided to put those
entries with only one place name
wrong into a.secondary draw for the
remaining prizes. The answers were
Andover, Brighton, Windsor, Dover,
Lowestoft (this was the one that
caused all the trouble), Nowingham,
Flint, Sunderland, Haddington, Cal-
lander, Elgin, Bodmin, Braintree,
Kingston and Congleton. Prizewinners
were: lst Mr G A Gladman, 33 Vic-
toria Road, Harborne, Birmingham,

B17 0AQ; 2nd Cpl John Watson,
USD, Ord Depot No 1, BFPO 806;
3rd Cpl F Peach, HQ RCT, British
Forces Antwerp, BFPO 21; 4th Myra
Hendstock, 60 Williams Crescent,
Chadderton, Oldham, Lancs OL9
8BJ; Sth Keith Sell, 20 Gaunts Way,
Letchworth, Herts SG6 4PQ.

'm (See page 23)

1 Lower tail ribbon of highest kite; 2
Pattern of lower wing of left kite; 3 Left
upright of railings below trees; 4 Waist
of left running boy; § Size of owl-kite’s
beak; 6 Right point of soldier’s collar; 7
Soldier’s belt; 8 Pattern of girl's shirt
below hair; 9 End of lowest kite’s tail;

10 Slope of ground behind girl.

Walt Barrington, 2 Thrush House,
Marlow Drive, Salford M6 6FR.
Wants WWII Bakelite Cap Badges,
Kings Ouwn, S Lancs. Will exchange
WLA HG and Tank Corps. Also some
CEF. S.A.E. please.

Julian Tennant, 4 Garrison Drive,

These Brand New
WOOLY PULLY'S
come in RAF Blue
— Navy — Khaki.
All are with
epaulettes and are
100% Pure Wool.
Send only:

36" £9.95

38" £10.50

40" £10.95

42" £11.50

44" £11.95

46" £12.95

£1.50 post and package any Quantity.

BERGAN'S

‘58 WEBBING
DOWN SBAGS
BARRACK DRESS
LIGHTWEIGHTS
PUTTEES

DPM CAPS

® BOOTS & SHOES

(SAE for Free Catalogue please)

SILVERMAN'S (S)

MILE END, LONDON E1
Telephone 01-790 5257

Personal callers Monday-Friday
“Almost Anything in Govt. Surplus”

4

| Did you know that we

© riginal Govt. Surplus
I2 apid mail-order service

/A nd satisfaction guaranteed

OR’s — OFFICER'S BADGES A SPECIALITY

SEND SAE., OR INT. POSTAL COUPON FOR EXTENSIVE
LIST TO:- MISS J.D. NICHOLLS, MAIL
ORDER DEPT. "HENRY DU BORA", 20 WELLINGTON ST.
ALDERSHOT HANTS. GU11 1DZ. UK.
OR TELEPHONE US ON ALDERSHOT 22668

SALE OF SURPLUS MARRIED QUARTERS
UNDER THE NON DISCOUNTED
SCHEME
Bulletin No. 44 contains details of the following surplus Married

Quarters offered for sale through the Joint Services Married
Quarters Sales Office at UKLF Wilton (Salisbury Military 2684/

2693).

Bulletin 44

SUMMARY

Type 5 1 in Reading, Berkshire £45,000

Type C I in Lower Wick, Worcester £22,000
I in Wallingford, Oxford £26,300
3 in Orton Longueville, Peterborough ~ £21,250

-£23,000

The Bulletin has been distributed to all Units. Further information and applica-
tions forms will be available through your Unit/Ship/Station.

The closing date for all applications for properties
offered in bulletin number 44 is 3 November 1982

I enclosef..........

TROUSER
BLOUSERS

2 pairs elastics (= 1 card) for £1 incl. p & p.
Reductions on orders of 20+ cards, write for details.

Pleasesendme ..............

Stepal Trading,
Dowgill House,
Newby,
Clapham,
Lancaster.

pairs of elastics for which |

ose Feathers

tory.

Rugby

Motifs etc
Designs  and prices on
Embroidered Badges &

& Welsh .
5 s OWEATERS |
€3 My _
G Y s.’ Embroidered with your club crest ;
lé}@ ‘b‘, ®i- or personalised initials onto our !

lambswool Botany wool or 100%
acrylic 'V’ neck sweaters.

‘, All these garments are designed
and embroidered in our own fac-

EMBRO (MACCLESFIELD) LTD
ALMA WORKS

PICKFORD ST
MACCLESFIELD

Tel: 0625 616777

request
Club Tie

Manufacturers

.8,



PEUGEOT

104 -305- 504 - 505 - 604

G. D. Golding

WHE“ Tailors Ltd.

Military Livery and

EXPORTING A Civilian Tailors
Officers and Senior NCQO’s uniforms
@ made to measure

CAR TAX-FREE :
/ |

\=] Approved tailors to the
A officers of the

I;ib Household Cavalry, |
7 R.EM.E.,

] R.A.0.C, %

Royal
Engineers

experienced
craftsmen, under

TALBOT- J ey
SAMBA - HORIZON | % W@ M. Golding
ALPINE - SOLARA - RANCHO

and tailored in
our own
workrooms by

/ Exclusively cut

We offer top quality service using the
MURENA - TAGORA finest Barathea and Superfine materials,
with competitive prices and free credit.
Saloons, hatchbacks, estates, sports and Our special fast service is available at no
luxury executive models... only Peugeot extra charge.
Talbot can offer you such a choice of cars all We can also supply:
under one roof. Military ties, Blazer wadges, Badges of
Inspect them at your local dealer, or here rank, Marcella shirts, Miniature medals,
at our Piccadilly showroom. Sam Browne belts, Spurs, George boots
Alternatively, complete and send off the and Viyella khaki shirts.
coupon below and we'll send you a selection ,
of colour brochures. Special Nato Prices. Full-sized mecula remounyec.

Service Dress and Blues Hats supplied.
otTalbot |[——— ===

Our Sales Director will call at your

% lIl’%(:ecadllly 0,

|
request. |
Ring 0727 60819 or write for details to |

220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts
| PERSONAL EXPORT DIVISION. TALBOT MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED |

Please send me further information on the Peugeot
| Talbot range. Tick as required.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
]
|m TALBOT \; T
‘ i ease state Ol ), e Ime ok} H
i
| 11
|
|
|

| Name
| Address

| Car for use in country

Present car SR/18/10 ‘
|- Peugeot Talbot Piccadilly, 74/75 Piccadilly, London W1X 6AP. Tel: 01-499 5533.
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A new book jointly written by a serving Army
officer sheds fascinating new light on . . .

A HERO WORTH

THE WORLD TODAY is short on heroes,
and the ones it has are increasingly being StOl'y: Karen Moseley
held up as targets for ridicule as legends are

analysed and refuted until they become  acter of a man who walked out of a tent into
mere everyday events., a freezing blizzard so that his fellow

Caprain Oates: Soldier and Explorer, re-  travellers would have a better chance of
cently published by Batsford and written by surviving.

Lieutenant-Colonel Patrick Cordingley and Oates’s example and final words, “I am
Miss Susan Limb, refreshingly and un- just going outside and may be some time”’,
ashamedly sets out to prove that Captain  fired the imagination of the Western World.
Lawrence Edward Grace Oates of the 6th A Belgian newspaper said, ‘“When the ques-
(Inniskilling) Dragoons who died returning  tion is asked, what is a true gentleman, our
from the South Pole in 1912, aged 31, was a neighbours will have no need to search their
hero worth cherishing. history or their Shakespeare. It will suffice

His life has, for the first time, been to reply that he is a man who behaves like
extensively researched by the authors, and  Captain Oates”. But since then doubt has death, in particular, by the controversial
this gives a fascinating insight into the char-  been cast on the whole affair of Oates’s book Scott and Amundsen by Roland Hunt-
ford.

The 6th (Inniskilling) Dragoons was
amalgamated with the 5th Dragoon Guards
in 1922, and is now the 5th Royal Inniskill-
ing Dragoon Guards, which every year com-
memorates Oates with a memorial parade
and church service.

It was during one such service that one of
the regiment’s officers, Patrick Cordingley,
began to wonder about the story and what
sort of man could have walked out to his
death so unselfishly. He felt the time had
come to find out and contacted the Scott
Polar Research Institute at Cambridge, and
so his three-year study of the man began.

After a year he started a series of lectures
on the subject, and on the day of the first
lecture Roland Huntford’s book was pub-
lished. “As far as the Regiment was cdn-
cerned this book was extremely disappoint-
ing, particularly in the treatment of Oates’s
death” he said.

“Huntford said QOates was in such a bad
condition he was almost dead anyway, that
he never muttered the famous words, and
that Scott’s account of the death was really a
whitewash to cover up their own incompe-
tence and bungling. From a regimental
point of view this was really astounding and
had to be refuted.”

As fate had it, Lt-Col Cordingley then
met Sue Limb, a journalist, who when in
her teens had become enthralled with the
story of Scott’s expedition.

She had also become very friendly with
Violet Qates, Oates’s sister, and had been
given access to letters written by Oates to his +
mother from childhood until his death, and
also to the remnants of Oates’s polar diary.
She had already tried to write a biography,
and so it was decided they would combine
their talents and rewrite this, researching
the early years and Oates’s Army career, .

They found the task fascinating and over
the next two years set out to demonstrate
that Oates’s last act, of which there is no
documentation or proof apart from Scott’s
diary, was totally in Qates’s character.

“I had the conception of him being a

continued on page 42
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SUE LIMB AND PATRICK CORDINGLEY

Captain Oates outside the Cape Evans hut in
Antarctica during the ill-fated
polar expedition.




typical cavalry officer of the time”, Lt-Col
Cordingley said, “but had no idea he was
such a good one and liked so much by his

brother officers. Neither had I realised how
important Qates was to Scott; he was in
charge of the main method of transport to
the South Pole — the ponies — which
turned out to be old crocks.”

Patrick Cordingley has undoubtedly re-
searched Oates more than anyone else. “‘I
almost began to think like him, know how
he felt, how he would react in different
situations, and even began to write my
letters like him. He became a friend and was
very much alive to me — I could almost
predict what his next actions would be.”

After the two years of research the authors
were convinced that his renowned behaviour
in the Antarctic was very typical of Oates.
Even his last comment, they believed, was
totally in character.

In the first half of the book there are
compelling descriptions of the Army as it
was at the beginning of the century. Oates
served in northern Ireland, Egypt and
fought in the Boer War where he was in-
jured and recommended for a Victoria
Cross. It was during a posting in India that
he was chosen for the Antarctic expedition.

Oates wrote countless letters to his
mother, many of which are quoted, describ-
ing the life in detail — complaining bitterly
about conditions, enthusing over his horses
and commenting on his fellow officers.

Oates as a boy (right) with his brother Bryan.

When he heard he had been chosen to
accompany Scott he wrote, “It will help me
professionally in the Army. If they want a
man to wash labels off bottles they would
sooner employ one who has been to the
South Pole than one who has only got as far
as the Mile End Road.”

The second half of the book is devoted to
the agonising journey to the South Pole and
the final tragedy. The account is very de-
tailed ‘and the authors sensibly sought the
help of modern explorers and medical men
who could describe the conditions and what
it would be like to suffer from frostbite and
scurvy. The book includes over 60 fascinat-
ing photographs, at least half of which have
never been published before.

“The inevitability of his death is unim-
portant. What matters is the timing of it and
the manner in which he chose to die”,
Patrick Cordingley said. “He walked out, I
believe, to give his friends a better chance to
live, and should that be true he should not
only remain a regimental hero, but also a
national hero.” |

Lieutenant-Colonel Comﬁngle
recentiv compieted a tour as s

West Gmi'many, and is now instr ng
the Staff College, Camberley. He |

them in --yprus, Libya, England and
many. Captain Oates: Sa{tﬁar i
plorer published by Batsford

able from UK bookshops p
Alternatively, it can be obtaine
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SCHOOL POOL

Bentham

ﬁ Grammar
School

Independent Day and Boarding
School for 350 boys and girls aged
8-18, close to Yorkshire Dales. Wide
curriculum for ‘O’ and ‘A’ level
subjects.

Fees (September 1982)
Boarders £875 per term
Day £460 per term

Reductions for Preparatory
Department.

For free prospectus, write to
The Headmaster, quoting Ref: SM

Bentham,
Lancaster, o
LA2 7DB. %@\gﬂﬁ

Morcott Hall

Boarding School for Girls

3

Girls are considered for entry from 7 years. Separate
Preparatory School ages 7+ to 11+ years.
Senior Department 11+ to 16+ years. The Senior School
is an Approved Centre for the 'O’ Level GCE Examinations.
Fees allied to Services’ Education  Allowances.
Girls escorted to London St. Pancras Station and Luton
Airport.
Apply: Principal, Morcott Hall School, Morcott, Oakham,
Rutland. Leicestershire LE15 9DN

QUEEN ELIZABETH'S HOSPITAL
BRISTOL

Bristol's famous boys’ school offers both boarding and
day education.

* Entryat 11, 13 and 16

* Modest all-inclusive fees

* Academic and Music scholarships available

* Afull range of 'O and A’ level courses

* QOutstanding academic, sporting and musical facilities

Full details and prospectus from The Headmaster, Queen
Elizabeth’s Hospital, Bristol BS8 1JX

TAVERHAM HALL

near Norwich, Norfolk (Norwich 868206)
I.LA.P.S. boarding preparatory school for boys and girls
7-13

—Set in beautiful parkland.

—Excellent facilities for a wide range of activities.

—120 children, nine small classes.

—Fine academic and musical tradition.
Music Scholarship.

—12% reduction in boarding fees for children of
H.M. Forces.

Contact the Headmaster, R. S. G. Barton, M.A., for
prospectus or visit.

4 N\

Looking for a
CO-EDUCATIONAL BOARDING SCHOOL?
(8-18)

BROMSGROVE SCHOOL

A £14 million development programme has enhanced the school's
facilities without sacrificing traditions built up over 500 years.

@ Up-todate facilities for @ Fully equipped Sports Hall, Music
sixth form,including School and Drama Department

single study bedrooms @ Main entry age 8 or 11 and at 6th
@ Substantial reductions for form level. Scholarships awarded at
two or more children. age 11 and 13. Sixth form bursaries.

All ranks may apply for allowances for boarding education

Write for Prospectus to: Dept. SO Bromsgrove School,
Worcs. B61 7DU or 'phone Bromsgrove (0527) 32774

N\ Upper School (13-18), 71471 for Lower School (8-13) /

Make your last years
at school INTERESTING,
EXCITING AND
PRODUCTIVE |

Continue your education in this beautifully located residential
school on the shores of the Menai Straits. One, two or three year
courses, leading to leaving age at 16 years, to GCE and CSE levels
in Maths, English, English Literature, Physics, Technical Drawing,
Geography and History, plus Engineering Familiarisation and
theoretical and practical seamanship, including boat handling
under power, oars and sails. Although at present there is no actual
academic entry requirement approximately -90% of boys do
achieve some success in the above examinations. All boys are
encouraged to join the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.

Many boys proceed to the Services or Merchant Navy although

the development of character and self-reliance is equally suited to

civilian life. One year at the school qualifies for remission of six

months sea service for MN certificates. Application should be

made as soon as possible for boys of good health and character for
entry at age 13, 14 or 15 years.

Winte for brochure and apphe ation tonm 1o

Captain Headmaster

INDEFATIGABLE

Plas Llanfair Llanfairpwl, GWYNEDD LL61 6NT

864 P.ation HRH T bt o1 Eln h
it of o grant from e Wik,




SCHOOL POOL SOLDIER MART

BOARDING AT DORSET'S M
MAINTAINED SCHOOLS ESS DRESS Postal Roses
Places will be available in September 1983 for boys and girls HIGH QUALITY
aged 11-18 in Dorset’s six well-established boarding schools. LOW PRICE Ptosted ?jny\!éhere in UK. Al fong-
Fees currently range from £630 to £690 a term. As these are Telephone: B
maintained schools there are no tuition fees. UK 04494-606 10 £5.50
;arents irgerested should consact Miss Fiona AIIen,HP?Iranal Liverpool 20 £8.95
ervices Section, Education Department, County Hall, Dor- ;
chester DT1 1XJ (Tel. Dorchester 63131, Extension 4405). 2_36 6733 Enclose chequa/PO to:
Please quote Ref. No. PS/B4. Michael Jay Dept M, Rose Centre Ltd,
Clothing St Andrews, Guernsey.
MOFFATS SCHOOL

BEWDLEY WORCESTERSHIRE
An ISIS/IAPS preparatory school for boys and girls 7 to 13 +
Moffats is a family school with close ties with HM Forces

E :";Et:ug?::ggﬁgmﬁgmdﬁ%:?{%uftgn parents move R EADY TO WEAR
L b e
L I i L , - MESS DRESS UNIFORMS

@ escorts provided at mainline stations o
3 All games and riding on 200-acre Home Farm WOs & Sgts. £94.00 + Vat
Prospectus from The Headmasters Tel: Kinlet (029924) 230 Jacket Sizes from 36" Chest to 44" Chest
RS, RE, REME, RA, RAOC, RCT, RAMC
Price does not include badges & buttons

MOYLES COU RT SCHOOL Jacketﬂruusers:’Wal;;rf;& R Bow Tie £2.00 +7§z§i:ﬁ

3 - Buttons
Ringwood, Hampshire Jacket only £56.00+ pp£3.00  Waistcoat requires 4=£3.00
An independent boarding and day preparatory school for boys Trousers only £26.00 + pp£2.00  RE Jacket requires 2=£150
and girls aged 3-13 years. Waistcoat only £16.00 + pp £1.80  RA Jacket requires 14 = £10.50

Marcella Dress Shirt

Traditional academic e ion i ith indi-
ducation in small classes with indi £15.25 + pp £1.25

vidual tuition. Homely atmosphere in beautiful 17th century

house set in 14 acres of grounds on the edge of the New BADGES
F°.“?St' ) : W0 Royal Arms £4.00 S/Sgts. Crown £183
Tuition bursaries available. WOII Crown £220 Chevrons £3.33
Applications to the Headmistress: Telephone Ringwood 2856 WOII Crown/Wreath £3.22
or 3197. MINIATURE MEDALS
gSM with uhﬂzr £8.50; ES & G(é tNavE,sﬁ’rsmaor HAF)JI?GB?&; l;l:;vsaéGs?M ﬂm‘ltl;'lN
prus or orea or British Korea £6.75; Queen's Jubilee £6.90; Stars, i.e.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS D 0. Defonoe or War Meda! £4.00; BEM £7.20, Queens Gallantry or DFM or

For private advertisers only, there is no charge for classified gFM £9.ga; CBE £12.00; Rhodesia Medal £7.50; Military Medal £9.64; Meritorious
} M ervice £8.40.

- rtising. Business ads charged as below. Medals are supplied mounted. We will court mount your own miniature medals at
Headings For Sale; General; Cars, Caravans; Houses to Let (UK); 75p per medal.

Send stamped addressed envelope for price of any medal not listed.

Sits Vac; Services; Holidays; Swap Shop, etc
ALL ABOVE PRICES SUBJECT TO ADDITION OF 15% VAT FOR U.K. DELIVERIES.

Cost Sp per word; minimum 10 words; up to 10 words of name, Please give your full postal address. State Measurements as follows: Your Height
address and telephone number for 25p. — Chest — Waist — Hips — Outside Leg — Inside Leg — Thigh measure over
Discounts 5% for four or more insertions (series discount) oyt £ i Sosdahapf o gl Gademiee
Bookings accepted on this form only for insertion in next available = P.O. Box 4, Rothwell,
SUPPLYUINE _ s
SOLDIER 1) reserves the right to decline or cancel any advertisement without explanation; Englund.

4 ‘ 0532 829992

2) accepts no responsibility for printers errors; 3) accepts no liability or responsibility for
contents of advertisement.

All correspondence to be addressed to: Classified Ads,
SOLDIER, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants. GU11 2DU.
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GENUINE US 'DOG TAGS'
AND CHAIN

Stamped with your personal details etc. £5.75 per pair.
Send your requirements (block capitals please) to
Quartermasters at the Angel, 3 Torrens St, London,
EC1V 1NQ. Tel: 01-278 9760.

ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS
?‘ Engtavec!f)Badge,'Cresl Minimum order 6.

e o= iscount on 10 or over

i 3 Goblets from £4.95. Tankards from £6.25 plus VAT

R&BINCONLTD
SOUTHBOURNE ROAD
SHEFFIELD S10 2QN
Telephone 0742 685911

All prices post-paid. Please send badge with order.

PRICE

SPECIAL FORCES EQUIPMENT

SAS Bergan rucsacs

US Special Forces rucsacs

DPM Bashas/shelters 8ft x 5ft

DPM clothing inc wind and waterproofs

DPM waterproof map cases

Special Forces boots 6 eyelet and 4 hook highleg
Patrol boots urban Northern Ireland

Gloves riot/‘combat Northern Ireland

Survival knife Special Forces issue

Folding crossbow RM & SAS issue

Many other survival and genuine issue militaria items ‘available

LADIES
UNIFORM

£14 .99 rostrree

Send fordetails
and order form to:

Shup

Dept. SM/18/10 LIMITED
1 Downs Pk Road, London, E8 2HD
Tel:01-249 7849

@ English-made

sweat shirts

® T-shirts single
& multi- coloured
designs

® Embroidered
V-neck jumpers
also many other items

VISTA SPORTS LTD.
263a Sydenham Road, Craydon, Surrey
Tel: 01-684 2708/01-689 1626

Fund Raisers Take Note

DRAW TICKETS

2,000 - £11.50
Addit. 1,000s - £2.50

Inclusive of Vlg'aaf 15% and postage
Overseas Special Price by
Forces Air Mail
2,000 - £10.00

Addit. 1,000s - £2.20
Goods dispatched within 5 working days

Tel: Rotherham 892367

HANLEY SWIFFEN & Co. Ltd,

107 High Street, Thurnscoe,
Rotherham, S. Yorks, England

BADGES, PLAQUES AND TIES

We make only the best BLAZER BADGES in fine wires and silks at £8.10 each.
Also attractive WALL PLAQUES and CAR BADGES at £8.79 each. REGIMENTAL

TIES (Striped designs) at £3.10 each (RA FLASH £3.90). These prices include VAT
.and Postage. Send SAE for Services Price list.

SAE for free lists — 10 Bourne Meadow, Thorpe, Surrey.

D. J. PARKINSON, HM Services Hand Embroiderers (Dept §), 124 Valley Drive,
Brighton BN1 5FF. Telephone Brighton (0273) 501213 during mornings only.

of personalised printed shirts
Body Language by
Interprint

for Units Platoons Teams
Regiments

SURVIVAL BOOKS

Combat Survival illusirates combat and survival training
and tactical methods useful in similar ops, as well as
SURVIVAL general survival conditions. Also contains rare info on

et evading and silencing guard dogs. sabotage and intelli-
("j H 5 gence gathering, navigating under survival conditions,
LA and much more. Includes over 100 detailed line draw-
'.‘;h,._;,-‘ ings and valuable charts. Chapters cover evasion, survi-

o val navigation, improvisation and escape. contacling
COURSE MoTeS agents. dog evasion, wild foods, animal traps and
snares, fishing, water survival still, shelter, primitive
medicine, and other useful information B% x 11, soft-
cover, illus., 156 pp

£11.30 inclusive of p. & p.

CLUB COLOURS — Vests, Shirts,
Jerseys, Shorts, Tracksuits, etc. Send
requirement details:

‘DOUGLAS SPORTS, 16 St Martin's
Le Grand, London, EC1A 4EP.

COMBAT

(SAS)

ouble stitched
seams

FM21-76: SURVIVAL, EVASION & ESCAPE The Bible of military survival manuals
Compiled by the U.S. Army Special Warlare School, FI. Bragg. Covers all aspects of
survival in all climate zones. For use by the individual soldier when things go wrong

SURVIVAL: Navigation—by land. water. sun and stars. Hazards —dangerous
snakes, fish, mammals and plants. How to capture, cook and preserve edible

trated in color ) Shelter making. All aspects of

cold weather, tropic, sea and deser! survival

EVASION: Camouflage and concealment, breakout

and exliltration, E & E lines.

ESCAPE: Caplure and interrugation —

what lo expect, what to do. The escape plan—

~J techniques and roll call cover-up. This is the official

= military document—not a reprint. 642 'x4"; 431 pages
122-page appendix detailing plants and animals in color.
Belongs in every backpack or military library.

£11 inclusive of p. & p.

Two-tone
knitted collar

Other Products

FREE DESIGN

SERVICE

MINIMUM
ORDER-ONLY 12
Please send me your free Colour Brochure

lam interested in Shirts Ties. Hats. Lighters,
(Ploasetick | L Stichers & Badges

GERMAN ARMED FORCES
IN WORLD WAR II

Catalogue of over 56565 books, photo
histories of Panzer and SS Divs,
Equipment, Uniforms, orders of
battle, photo books, imported
books, etc. Send 5x10p stamps for a
copy to:

HISTORY BOOKS, BROADWAY,
LONDON N11 3DU.

Both titles together £20.50 inclusive of p. & p.
ACCESS and BARCLAYCARD WELCOME

THE OUTDOORSMAN'’S BOOKSTORE,
'Dept. SFM, Llangorse, Brecon, Powys LD3 7UE

Telephone: Llangorse 660 (087 484)

Interprint.

Dale Street, Craven Arms
Shropshire SY7 9NY.
Tel. Craven Arms (05882)
2703 & 2502.

Catalogue still 40p! - Over 900 Titles
Catalogue FREE with book order

45




HOME HUNTER

'CLASSIFIED

e
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CHECK YOUR SUMS BEFORE YOU MOVE

If you are planning to move from the home you own to another property in a
more desirable location (or just bigger) make sure you do your sums
thoroughly. There are a lot of hidden costs which added together could throw

your budget into complete disarray.

Most people when seeking a mortgage only tend to think of what price they
are likely to get for their existing home and how much more cash will be

needed to acquire the new property.

Somehow, items like stamp duty, VAT, estate agents fees, legal fees,
essential repairs, survey fees and removal costs get dismissed as only tiny
extras that do not have to be taken into consideration until the last moment.
According to the Consumers_ Association the average cost of a move is now
close to £2,000 and many moves cost around the £3,000 mark.

The best move you can make once you have decided to purchase a particular
property is to get estimates from your estate agent, solicitor, surveyor and
removal firm. Armed with the full facts you can go to the building society for
that loan with confidence that once you start serious negotiations you won’t be
squeezed. Borrow from the building society at 10 per cent rather than a finance

company at say 20 per cent.
Kerry Stephenson 01-439 3611/2.

‘These articles are prepared in con-
junction with Kerry Stephenson of
the National Homes Network. This
is a private agency with a great deal
of experience in dealing with the
special problems of the Service
Home-hunter. Kerry will be
delighted to give you any help he
can with your problem in the private
sector and can be contacted at
National Homes Network, 303
Radnor House, 93 Regent St, Lon-
don, WIR 7TE. Tel: 01-439 3611/2.

Houses for sale

Posted to Tidworth, Bulford? Con-
sider my three bedroomed house
situated on select estate, easy walking
distance Warminster town centre.
Gas central heating. Part double glaz-
ing. Cavity wall insulation. Detached
garage. Good sized garden. Easy
commuting distance Tidworth, Bul-
ford, Larkhill. Price: £25,000

Sgt  Wright, REME Technical
Services, BFPO 34. Telephone Dus-
seldorf Military Ext 354

Bolton, Lancashire — convenient for
the Greater Manchester area. Mod-
ern detached house. 3 bédrooms (two
with fitted wardrobes), lounge, 18
foot kitchen/diner, bathroom, gas
fired central heating. Attached brick
garage, gardens front ahd rear.
£20,950 inclusive of most carpets,
curtains, venetian blinds.

§.8gt B. H. Houlette, C.A.M. Wing,
St. Omer Barracks, Aldershot,
Hants, GU11 1UZ. Tel Aldershot
314844, Working hours’ Aldershot
Mil. 2648,

Pimperne, Dorset, Blandford 2,
Blandford Camp 1. 1969 detached
bungalow in quiet village, 2 double
« bedrooms, one with built-in ward-

robe, carpets and curtains. Bath-

room, W.C. with coloured suite,
tiled walls and floor. Fitted tiled
kitchen with pantry, including gas
cooker and blinds. Conservatory en-
trance to kitchen. Serving hatch to
large lounge/diner with parquet
floor, built-in bookcase/bureau/
drinks cabinet — to include a Rich-
mond Main ceramic log gas fire.
Doors to entrance hall with parquet
floor and additional external sliding
door and inner hall with airing cup-
board. Central heating and large stor-
age cupboard with hall carpet. Full
warm air GCH. Double glazed by
Everest. Insulated loft. Integral gar-
age with light and power point. Open
plan front garden laid to lawn with
shrubs. Rear garden with small patio,
lawn, shrubs, flower borders, fruit
bushes, shed/workshop, greenhouse,
Rotary line. Views to countryside
beyond. Reduced by £1,950 for
- quick sale. Ideal first or retirement
home. Freehold £28,000.
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Owners not in residence; Access via
neighbour 4 Walters Drive. First call
Mrs Smithard on 0788 78375.

York and Imphal Barracks, 10
minutes, Dunnington Village semi-
detached dormer house in excellent
condition, large through lounge/din-
ing room, 3 bedrooms, kitchen, bath-
room with shower. Integral garage,
gardens front and rear. Gas fired
central heating. Most carpets and
‘curtains included in price. Easily
rented out during postings. Price
£25,450 ono.

M Deacon, York Military Ext 2475

or York 489642 or 6 Stockhill Close,
Dunnington, York YO1 SNS.

Bradford, Yorks. Situated in a
pleasant residential area. 3 bedroom
dormer bungalow, built in 1972. In
excellent decorative order and con-
sisting of a large lounge 18’ x 12’
with feature stone fireplace and bar
unit. Well fitted kitchen, spacious
hall, large bathroom with modern
low level suite in Pampas, plus full
shower cubicle. Full gas central heat-
ing, garage and all fitted carpets in-
cluded. £23,000 for quick sale.
Contact:- WO2 Parkinson, York
(0904) 59811 ext. 285. 8 Alexandra
Road, Strensall, York. Tel. York
490090,

3 bedroom detached house in small
cul-de-sac in quiet village called Clif-
ford, Nr Wetherby, W Yorkshire.
York 12 mins, Harrogate 20 mins,
Catterick 40 mins, Leeds 10 mins.
Comprises of lounge, dining room,
recent fitted kitchen with pine
panelling to one wall, cloakroom,
with WC. 2 double and one single
bedroom, main bedroom fitted with
Panavista mirrored wardrobes. Integ-
ral garage with large utility area. The
property stands on a large corner plot
with gardens on 3 sides. Drastically
reduced for quick sale to £36,000 to
include fitted carpets, curtains, cur-
tain poles in most main rooms. Con-
tact: Lt Keenan, 6 Rawston Down
Road, Blandford Camp, Blandford,
Dorset. Tel: Blandford Military Ext
419 or civil 55660.

2nd floor purpose built flat, Ashford,
Kent. One hour from Charing Cross,
20 minutes from Folkestone.
Lounge/diner, fitted kitchen, half-
tiled bathroom, store and garage,
double glazing, night storage heaters,
carpets and curtains. Excellent views
over North Downs. £20,000.

S J Parr, 17 Malvern Road, Ashford,
Kent. Tel: 0233 713034.

Tamworth, Staffs. 3 bed detached
corner situated, gas central heating,
lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen,
established gardens, garage, carpets
included. £22,500. Capt Dunkley 01-
423 1272. To view 0827 54877.

For sale

Collectors items, military, WWII,
POW, postal covers, books, SAE list.
Queen Victoria stamps from 1d black
and HVS.

Hall, Kohima, 1030 Harrow Road,
Wembley, Middx. HAO 2QT.

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, all militaria. SAE free list.
Cairncross (Dept §), 31 Bellevue St,
Filey, North Yorkshire, YO14 9HU.
Organ for Sale. Crumar 2 manual
organ with Hammond type sound.
Automatic 1 finger accompaniment,
15 rhythm drums section, strings,
piano, phaser and 13 note pedal-
board. An excellent home organ in as
new condition. £850. Caravan for
sale. Very smark Burstner Flipper
16" double axle caravan with double
glazing, trumatic heating, electric
water pumps, fridge, cooker, gas and
electric lighting, power points,
washroom and separate

with sliding door, Extras include
100’ power cable, gas bottle and por-
ta potti. £1,800 o.n.o. For either of
the above contact:- WO2 Parkinson,
York (0904) 59811 ext. 285. 8 Alex-
andra Road, Strensall, York. Tel.
York 490090.

Medals. Selling all surplus. Victo-
rian to modern. SSAE. Postal only.
A W Green, 26 Glebelands Road,
Filton, Bristol BS12 7AE.

R.AF. ‘Irvin’ flying jacket med/
large £50 original WW2.

P McClenehan, 15 Linstead Court,
Restons Crescent, London SE9. 01-
850 8460. .
Para Boots Ex. German High Leg
with sewn new sole and heel £12.75,
same, with original sole £8.25, Ex.
German Army Ski Boots £8.75, New
US Army Combat Boots £24, New
German Forces Pioneer Fighting
Knife £13.50, Austrian Forces Dag-
ger £13.50. Prices include Postage.
The Q.M. Stores, 80A Sweyn Road,
Margate, Kent (0843) 21124.

British Military Buttons For Sale or
Exchange. Also wish to purchase odd
items or whole collections.

S Beales, 289 Victoria Road, Oulton
Broad, Lowestoft RN33 9LR. Tel.
Lowestoft 513244,

Calendar 1983 ‘Uniforms of the
Roval Regiment of Artillery 1743-
1897" — containing six full colour
plates by Capt. R.J. MacDonald RA.
First published in 1899. Will make
fine framed prints later. An ideal
Christmas gift to give or receive —
available only from: N. Litchfield, 18
Bakehouse Lane, Ockbrook, Derby
DE7 3RH. At £3.75 each including
postage (U.K. only). 50p from sale of
each calendar to be donated to R.A.
charitable fund.

British military cap badges. Only
genuine badges sold, also staybrites
and many other interesting militaria
and military items such as books,
metal soldiers, pictures, postcards,
etc are always on view at Antique and
Collectors Market (top floor), 37
Catherine St, Salisbury, Wilts. Cata-
logue of only genuine badges, shoul-
der titles and books on military sub-
jects being prepared. 30p.

Mike Lapworth, 6 Castle Close, Bris-
tol BS10 7QU.

Swords, bayonets, RN cap ribbons,
Nazi badges, daggers, warship
books, 400 Army badges (many
scarce), miniature medals £1 with
ribbon. Fantastic list, over 1000
items. 70p in stamps to:

Jan Wescomb, 28 Church St, Meva-
gissey, Cornwall.

Twenty two Boer War 2d black
white magazines. £300. Also picture
Queen Victoria presenting V.C. to

Capt Towse. Offers SSAE.
M G Mayers, 159 Griffiths John
Street, Brynmellin, Swansea.

Army green penholder brazzards
with flap for rank. £1.50 includes P
& P. Mrs A Henderson, 6 Thames
Crescent, Melksham, Wilts.

Cars/Caravans

‘1979 Ford Motorhome. 29,000 miles.
Double glazing, heater, fridge, fly-
screens, radio, ziebarting, split relay.
£5,995. Ideal winter/summer espe-

cially BAOR.
Major Pepper, 1JLB, Sir John
Moore Bks, Folkestone. Tel: (0303)

39541 (Shorncliffe Mil) extn. 2241.
Tax-free Fords at lowest prices. Also
full range Peugeot and Talbot. Free
stereo (worth £220) with selected
models. Contact: :
Advanced Car Exports, 171a Fortess
Rzo:;l, London, NW5 2HR. 01-485
3247.

Holidays

Cote d’Azur. Mobile home to rent,
S-berth private domain, swimming
pool, tennis, shops, Skms, Frejus
Btlaaglgcs Ring 010 3394 (France) 67
Mather, 9 Chemin de St Jaume, Dra-
guignan, France, 010 3394 670128,
Bournemouth. Leave/holidays.
Family hotel. Close excellent beach
and shops. No VAT, good food, bar.
Phone for special ‘Holiday Pack’.
Shoreline Hotel, 7 Pinecliffe Ave,
Southbourne. 0202 429654 Sgt

Davis. ’
Cheapest Flights to anywhere and
from anywhere and cheapest UK
departure holidays.
Buccaneer Travel Bazaar, 245 High
St, Aldershot, GU12 4G. Tel: 0252
24334,
French Riviera (Frejus). Caravans —
four star site. April to September £45
to £95 per caravan per week includ-
ing site fees.

ossiter, Downsview, Kingsford
St, Mersham, Ashford, Kent.
Ashford (0233) 32928.

Services

Printing ‘At Home’ cards 250 with
envelopes £22.00, draw tickets first
5000 £25.00, additional 1000s £3.35,
6-day despatch terms. CWO.
‘AQMS Martin, 10 Woodside Gar-
dens, Chineham, Basingstoke. Tel:
2264 72372, Barton Stacey Mil ext
16.

Croix de Guerre holders interested
in joining G. B. Sector contact H.
Jubb Delegation Grande Bretagne.
H Jubb, 18 Grammar School Road,
Hull HUS 4NZ. Tel: 0482 493117.

Television service ICTV now stock
all necessary component parts for
converting TV and video players in-
coming to the UK. .

Phone Camberley 0276 28727, 24hr
ansaphone.

Free registration available for Service
personnel wanting a ‘Nationalink’
penpal for friendship. ¢
Contact: Clare, ‘Nationalink Forces
Offer’, PO Box 8, Plymouth. (SAE .
appreciated). :
Dusstamps bontinues to be the only_
philatelic club for HM Forces

worldwide. For further details

Monthly Newsletter and auction list.
Captain Morris, Int & Sy Group, 1
Fitzjohns Ave, London, NW3 SLA.

Tel: 01 837 5034.

Military Research. All aspects of
Military  Research  undertaken.
Reasonable Fees.

Cooper, 34 Brandram Road, London
SE13. 01-852 8747.
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Minor Units Rugby Final

PARA SAPPERS
RETAIN TITLE

9 PARACHUTE SQN RE : 16

14 TOPOGRAPHICAL SQN RE :13

A BIT EARLY in the season perhaps for a final but it just goes to
show that the Army does have better things to do than play sport all
the time. For this was the Minor Units Challenge Cup 1981/1982
postponed from April when 9 Parachute Squadron, Royal
Engineers were preparing for another scrum — in the Falklands.

All but one of the side fielded
by 9 Squadron sailed to the
South Atlantic and despite their
hazardous job of clearing the
mines ahead of the advance on
Port Stanley, all returned safely.

Their opponents, 14 Topo-
graphical Squadron RE, mean-
while spent the summer peace-
fully in Germany. With former
Army captain Andy Hoon in the
side they looked set to give 9 a
fright and perhaps unseat them
from the premier position. This
all-Sapper final was a repeat of
the previous year when the Paras
won by a whisker with a score of
9-8.

The forwards featured strong-
ly in this game due to the slow
and sodden Aldershot pitch. The
rain fell steadily all day, not let-
ting up for a moment during the
game. The holders are known to
like open running play and if the
ground had been drier it would
have been a different game
altogether. Even so there were
several good breakaways from
both sides.

It was the Para outside half,
Corporal Derek Sowden, who
scored first and last, both with
penalty goals. The first came
within three minutes of the start
but was almost immediately fol-
lowed by an unconverted try
from the red-shirted ‘Topos’
wing forward, Caisley. Two

Army are
Services

small bore
crackshots

DESPITE MISSING three of
their number who were compet-
ing in the Commonwealth
Games in Brisbane, the Army
team swept the board in all the
events in the 1982 Inter-Ser-
vices Long Range Small Bore
Championships.

In the team scores the Regular
Army’s total from both the long
range and 50 metres matches ex-
ceeded that of their nearest rivals
by more than 130 points. Five
Service teams took part and the
TA team came third. In the PSK
the regular Army ended up with
a score of 6542 — over 500 points
ahead of the next team, the Royal
Naval Reserve.

more tries from Smith and
Bassett, the last converted by
Sowden, put the Paras well in the
lead but the ‘Topos’ gained much
ground with a pushover try by
the No 8, Huish, converted by
Mayor, bringing the score to 13-
10 at half time.

Mayor again scored early in
the second half, this time with an
equalising penalty goal. Signs of
tiredness and injury now began
to show as the teams struggled
with the stop-start play to get a
lead. This came when the red
shirts’ replacement full back,
Gatley, was caught in front of his
goal and conceded a penalty.
Sowden’s kick gave 9 Squadron
back the lead and this proved to
be the last score at 16-13.

The game now became very
tough and even a bit scrappy as
the “Topos’, desperate to catch
up, fought hard to recreate the
pushover try in the first half.
Despite taking a beating, the
Paras stood their ground till the
end with skipper ‘Adge’ Iles,
(looking anything but agile),
soundly effective in the full back
position.

‘Adge’ said afterwards, “It was
a very hard game and 14 should
have won really, but they played
too hard in the second half, hurt-
ing their own game, so it didn’t

come off — luckily!” He also

=

The wet and squally weather
made conditions unpleasant and
difficult and generally affected
the standard of shooting. This
did not seem to bother Major

Alan Glasby RAOC, though,
who won the PSK Individual
Championship for the second
year running scoring 1129 points
out of a possible 1200 — an
improvement of four points on

Above 9 Para score one of their tries while (below) they swarm into

the attack again.

said the game had been tiring and
wondered if his side had really
been fit enough. “We’ve not had
long to train — only three weeks
since we came back off leave after
the Falklands.”

his winning score of 1981 which
was shot in far better conditions.

The name of Major Peter
Martin DERR, familiar to
SOLDIER sport readers,
appears again as the third time
champion in the long range Indi-
vidual Championship. His score
was 1960 points out of a possible
2000 — 11 points clear of the rest
of the field.

With one victory after another
9 Squadron, flush with success,
are ready for anything — even
Belize in January, their next
posting. So this year’s final will
see at least one different side.
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Darts players, please!

SHARPEN your ‘arrers’. Stand by your boards. We're off on the
darts trail again with our second great worldwide SOLDIER Darts

3‘j'_"fmrs-i;aNTEsr- |

Testing

time for
sailors

TORRENTIAL RAIN on the
first day of the Inter-Services
Single-Handed Dinghy Cham-
pionships did not dampen the
spirits of the record turnout of 42
helmsmen who went to Netley
Sailing Club on Southampton
Water for the two-day -event.
And they were rewarded with
brilliant second day sunshine.

There was a fair breeze for
most of the time which resulted
in some testing sailing for the
three Services’ top Laser dinghy
sailors.

With last year’s champion,
S/Sgt Dave Leslie, and runner-

up S/Sgt Dave Miles on overseas-

postings, the field was clear for
fresh blood to tussle for the titles.

But many of the top helmsmen
were far from newcomers to the
sport. The top Army contestant
who came second overall was
veteran dinghy expert Lt-Col
Stuart Jardine, Royal Engineers.

He admitted to being “over
45" to quality for — and win —
the veteran’s cup among his
other prizes of the day.

Keeping sailing in the family
was Col Jardine’s son, Appren-
tice L/Cpl Robert Jardine, RE,
who finished as leading under-18
sailor of the meeting at 20th
overall.

The top trophy went to the
Royal Navy with Sub-Lt Dane
Halling winning two of the four
races and coming second and
third in the others.

MARATHON PIONEERS

Contest.

Last year’s event proved a
great success with 42 teams en-
tering and the final being fought
out between Cyprus and Norway
— a truly international darts
battle.

This year we’d like to see twice
as many teams tilting for the
title. Entry is absolutely free and
you don’t need to travel any
further than your nearest dart
board. If you can’t meet your
opponents face to face you play
them by post instead. Just how is
explained in the rules on page 29.

As we stressed when we
launched our first contest you
don’t need to be a dargs wizard to
take part. We’re not looking for a
handful of experts representing a
whole corps or regiment. What
we want to see — again — is lots
and lots of small groups entering,
soldiers and civilians.

The only condition of entry is
that each team must be a regular
purchaser of SOLDIER (you’ll
need coupons from future issues
to prove it) and must — in the
case of non-serving entrants —
be members of an organisation
with military affiliations (eg an
MOD establishment or an Old

The ones

that didn’t
get away

WARM SULTRY WEATHER
for the third year running
greeted the Army and Inter-Ser-
vices Fly Fishing Competition
at Rutland Water. There were
32 entries for the Army match
competing for best bag and best
fish trophies.

After a day of fine sport and

PICTURED LIMBERING up for the Berlin Marathon are
men of the Royal Pioneer Defence Company’s team based in
Bielefeld. Rhine Army units made up almost a quarter of the
4000 competitors from 37 countries who took part in the race
through Berlin’s main streets on a hot Sunday morning.
Major* Lawrence Stacey, OC of the Company, led the
Pioneers, all of whom successfully completed the course.

Comrades’ Association.)

All fixtures and results will be
published in SOLDIER and
they’ll be individually notified to
each team. There’ll be trophies
for the winners and runners-up
plus individual replicas and some
other prizes, too. We’ll be giving
full derails later.

All you have to do is get your
friends together and fill in the
entry form on page 29. The con-
test will run for quite a few
months so to take care of tempo-
rary absences you can nominate
up to six players — but only one
can play in any one game (there
are three games to a match).

All entries must be submitted
not later than Monday 15
November. So get your friends
together, fill in the form and
send it off right away. It could be
your first step on the road to
darts stardom!

Sgt Woolacott and Capt York
pictured after the Army event.

agonising stories of monster fish
breaking heavy lines, Captain
Donald York, Life Guards, sta-
tioned at MVEE Kirkcudbright,
weighed in with a startling 15 lbs
2} ozs bag including a brownie of
almost three-and-a-half lbs. He
took the overall competition and
the best fish trophy went to
Lieutenant-Colonel Peter Leech
RA with a handsome fish tipping
the scales at 4 lbs 8 ozs.

Other notable bags were taken
by WO 1 Mike Wall RRF, Sgt
David Woolacott RAOC and
Captain Peter Holdsworth QDG.
The fourteen man team was then
selected for the Inter-Services
event. Undoubted favourites
were the RAF with their local
knowledge and predominantly
lure stripping team — and so it
proved. They had a total catch of
112 Ibs 8} ozs followed by the
Army with 68 lbs 6 ozs and the
Navy with 35 lbs 8 ozs. But Sgt
Woolacott took the best indi-
vidual bag with 11 Ibs 13} ozs.

SOCCER
ROUND-UP




SOLDIER SPORT

TRAINING REGIMENT, ROYAL ENGINEERS, winners of the
Army Six-a-Side Football Championships for five out of the last
seven seasons, crashed out of this year’s competition in the
semi-finals when they were well beaten by the 8 Signal Regiment B

team from Catterick.

The signallers went on to narrowly defeat the competition’s
shock team, 10 UDR from Belfast, in a hard fought final. The
Ulstermen had beaten 1 Gordons A team 2-1 in the second

semi-final.

Fiiteen teams representing all
the eight UK Home Commands
took part in the competition,
which is sponsored by Pace
Petroleum. One team failed to
appear and the rest were divided
into two sections with all teams
playving each other on a league
basis. At the end of this gruelling
marathon three semi-finalists had
been chosen but the Gordons had
to replay the Depot RA to decide
the fourth.

The Belfast team had won
their way to Aldershot from a
packed Northern Ireland com-
petition in which 35 teams were
entered. Their manager, WO 2
Tom Black, said the team had
been almost completely rebuilt
from the side which won the
Infantry Cup in 1980.

“We are the largest battalion
in the British Army at 1100
strong and so we should have a
decent selection of footballers,”
he said. ““But we have heard
rumours from certain people
here that we are playing profes-
sional players. What I want to
say is that every one we have here
is an amateur. The rumours are
just sour grapes.”

Mr Black said his team were
unable to train together due to

operational commitments and
only met to play actual matches.
One or two players had been left
behind for the same reason and
the inside right was playing in
goal.

QMSI Chris Brown, his oppo-
site number with 8 Signals, ex-
pressed no surprise at reaching
the final. “I came here feeling
confident with the quality of the
players and thought we had a
good chance.”

It was the Catterick team who
took an early lead in the final
through their lanky striker, Cor-
poral Phil Welham. He added
two more including a penalty and
8 Signals looked home and dry.
But just before the turn round
Lance-Corporal Andy Hill in
goal made a rare mistake and the
Ulstermen pulled back to 3-1.

In the second half the Irish
team piled on the pressure and a
flying header reduced the deficit
to one. But when the ten minutes
ran out 8 Signal Regiment had
emerged the winners from a long
hard day of football.

The rest of their team was:
L/Cpl John Tayne (captain), Sig
Mick Halligan, Cpl Robbie Hall,
Cpl Ally Mackenzie, Cpl ‘Sugar’
Barclay and Sig Martin Oxley.

The Ulstermen (light shirts) put up a heroic struggle in the final.

Delighted skipper, John Tayne, with the Sixes trophy.

Brisbane medal crop

for Army marksmen

SERGEANT BILL MacNEIL of the Army CatorlnmCorps at

Aldershot won a gold medal at the Commonwealth Games
at Brisbane. In the air rifle team shooting MacNeil and his
partner A Allan, representing Scotland, scored 1137 points
to beat England by eleven.

Two other Army marksmen were also taking part in the
Games. They were WO 2 Jim Cairns of the Small Arms
School Corps, stationed at Warminster (also appearing for
Scotland) and WO1 Chris Godwin, ACC Aldershot, for
England.

Cairns got a team silver medal in the rapid fire — an event
in which Godwin’'s team came fourth. Allan and MacNell
took a bronze in the smallbore three position team event. In
the centre fire team competition Cairns and his partner H
Hunter took a bronze while Cairns also picked up a silver in
the individual centrefire pistol.

There was bronze for Godwin in the individual rapid fire
pistol while MacNeil came eighth in the air rifle event.

On the track, Army women'’s sprint champion and record
holder, Captain Angela Carter WRAC (Mrs Angela Owen)
re resented the Isle of Man, where she was born. But she
failed to survive the heats in the 100 and 200 metres.
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T-SHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS

TRAVEL/SPORTS BAGS,TOWELS,CAPS,CAR STICKERS.

silk screen printed to your own design

conlact:

Unit 9 Ash, Kembrey Park, Swindon SN2 6UN,
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R EXPORTS LTD.

(A Division of Amesbury Motor Co,)

AM(E

Join the market leaders with AMC Car Exports & take advantage of
AMC’s special Tax Free Package

Low Nato prices on RHD UK specification Fords
Low Deposit terms available

Naafi and Bank loans arranged

Green card insurance

Best possible part-exchange

Large selection in stock

ON ALL ORDERS TAKEN BEFORE NOVEMBER 30 WE WILL GIVE YOU
6 YEARS GUARANTEED RUSTPROOFING ON YOUR NEW CAR FREE!

YOU KNOW YOU CAN AFFORD A FORD WITH AMC bAR EXPORTS
Post the coupon or phone Amesbury (0980) 22884 NOW!

ST e & TR T s L RARK e ik Soa iR < v DIADTIIT e |
PIIEESS s oo i st &6 b iy A e (I B
.......................... Melics v i s as @ o witint 3 algt s i

BfEx: Model . ... ..:. e ate T T NBEr s s s LHD . RHD v, oo eie
NEWNMEHICLE REQUIRED: | 5 2 v vl s oy 8 e et ; Pl Tl s s

A.M.C. CAR EXPORTS LTD. High Street, Amesbury, Wilts.

Fiesta

From the economy
models to the
exciting XR2

Escort
Car of the year 1981

Cortina
A car above comparison
Capri
The sporty coupe

Granada

Luxury at a down
to earth price

gives you more

for less

a parade gr und like

]omm the Police isn't simply i e
a matter o exchangmg one uniform for i
another. i

Try ours on, walk a beat and you'll
soon find out.

It'll probably take more out of you {:: :
than any dnll sergeant ever did. b

For the first two years you'll not =~ 2%
only be scrutinised by your senior ;9'

officers, to see if you've got what it /% —"
takes, but you'll be under the
watchful eye of the most critical
judge ofall.

The general public.

They’ll expect a lot from you.
Relying on your judgement, seeking
your advice and sometimes counting on _
your protection. Responsibilities which
a service background will certainly help

: Road A:cldnﬂt-z
Hit and Run i

e

you shoulder.
Afiér all, you've been trained in all 1 e i
the right areas. be in good shape. If you come up to scratch, we'll make

To keep cool under pressure. To sum short. You'll start on

And after your first two years, you can
up a situation. And to react to it by

either decide to stay on the beat in the

sure you won't go

making the right decision, in seconds. Uniformed Branch or change direction A sergeant starts at £9,369 and

Not that we'll do you any special and specialise. an Inspector can earn as much as £12,204
favours just because of your background. Traffic, the C.LD, the DrugorFraud  (£11,037 and £14,457 in London

You'll have to undergo the Squad, the decision is yours though respectively). But how far and how fast
same training and pass the same exams  competition is tough. you %v':%;ess is largely up to you.
as a raw recruit. You'll have to be under 40 and over ven't forgotten that by now you

Butwith your experience youshould 58" (5' 4 if you're a woman). might have a family to look after.

£7.389(£9,057in London)ifyou'reover 22.

How would you stand u

t}us?

Because we'll either provide you
with a house or a generous rent allow-

We can also arrange to have
your Services Pension transferred.
If you think you could stand
~ up to a career in the Police after
. you've left the Services, clip the
- coupon and march to the nearest
post box.
. We'll then send you more
details at the double.

Wales, D\ﬂ}t §5/10/82 ), 40 Craven Street,
London WC2n 5NG,

| .
| Date of Birth

| All vacancies are
To join you mustbe

ogcn 10 men and women.
ritish subject, fitand at
least 1812 Men must be atleast 5'8! (172 cms).
Women 5' 4" (162 cms).

POLICE

FICER

ance to help towards the running of one.

To: Police Careers (England and_l
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IF YOU'VE GOT A LOT TO OFFER US,

WE'VE GOT A LOT TO OFFER YOU.

50




A book service of

WHSMITH
and Qaa‘éuth’

And one fact that’s certain is that many
serving soldiers find that it makes solid
sense to join the Military Book Society. The
book club that really keeps you up to date
on all aspects of warfare.

Beginning now, with this superb book

YOURS FOR ONLY

post

The nuclear arsenals of NATO and
the Warsaw Pact are roughly
equivalent; their men-under-arms
number about the same; butin .
quantities of ground force weaponry,
warships and combat aircraft, NATO
is outnumbered by two, three or
even more times. NATO's weapons
are more sophisticated, it is argued;
we have the qualitative advantage.
But what does this really mean?

su

s Big format: 113" x 84",

# In this book, you'll find out the

answers — down to specific examples,
like how good is the T-72 against the
Leopard 2, or what would happen when
the F-15 Eagle confronts numerically-

perior MiG-21s.

# lllustrated with well over 500 action
photos, maps, diagrams, charts and
tables.

% Written by Lt. Col. D. M. O. Miller,

Col. William V. Kennedy, John Jordan,
Douglas Richardson — all expertsin
\ 208 pages. Published at £8.95. their field.

A book club for today!
Every month, members are offered a
marvellous choice of new books on all
matters military — books on strategy
and tactics, weaponry and wargaming

.. studies of campaigns and battles.. ..
biographies of the great commanders

. . books on all periods of warfare, with
special emphasis on the wars in this
century and the military scene today.

A host of benefits!

As a member, your only commitment
will be to take just four books from the
hundreds offered during your first year
— all of which are offered at least 25%
below the publishers’ prices, many at
even bigger savings! You'll receive a

full of reviews of the latest military
titles — and you'll have the chance to
goon visits and tours with fellow
members.

Take the first step today — post the
cpupon, but send no money at this
stage.

MILITARY
BOOK SOCIETY

Swindon X, SN99 9XX.

o

free monthly magazine called Bulletin,

Your only commitment is to take four
books from the hundreds you will be
offered duririg your first year's
membership.
And your assurance. Should you ever
have any genuine cause for complaint
about the Club’s goods or services, you
CLUB are invited to write to: Book Club

. Associates. Swindon X, SN99 9XX.

Please accept my application and enrol me as a member of
the Military Book Society and send me the book featured
here. For this you will charge me a total of 50p, post free. If
| am not completely satisfied, | may return the book within
ten days, my membership will be cancelled and | will owe
nothing. As a member | need not take a book every month.
If | want another book instead of the Book of the Month (or
if | want no book at all), | can say so on the form provided. |
, will, however, cHoose at least 4 books in the first year. All

WHSMITH
AND DOUBLEDAY

To: Military Book Society,

Swindon X, SN99 9XX. 1997

books are described in advance in the free monthly
‘Bulletin' and offered at least 25% off the publishers’
prices (plus postage and packing). | am over 18 years of
age

db

I Mr/Mrs/Miss

BLOCK LETTERS
Address

Postcode_

SX 103
Membership limited to one per household.
Overseas send for details. SEND NO MONEY NQW
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Superb matching Quartz
sportswatches. Water
resistant to 660ft,
mineral crystal glass,
diving extension
bracelet, protected _
screw-in crown,
uni-directional

bezel.

For a catalogue and detailsof ~ Selected Heuer Stockists EDINBURGH Hamilton & Inches LONDON garrpds (Watch Dept.) PLYMOUTH Bowden & Son
your nearest stockist contact:- EXETER Bruford & Son ravingtons SOUTHEND ON SEA Tempu

: d Garrard & Co p
HEUER TIME (UK) LTD., ~ ABERDEEN Jamieson & Carry  FELIXSTOWE C. F. Hill Austin Kaye ST. ALBANS Peter Rodgers Ltd.

51 Churchgate, Bolton BL1 1LY BOURNEMOUTH Charles Fox ~ GREATER MANCHESTER Knowle-Brown Jewellers .
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