










“TO US IS GIVEN THE HONOUR OF STRIKING A BLOW FOR FREEDOM WHICH W f U  LIVE IN  HISTORY * I IN THE BEllER DAYS THAT LIE AHEAD MEN WlLL SPEAK WITH 

“M0NTY”-THE SYMBOL OF VICTORY 
i am 

I A T St. Mark’s Vicaraee close ... 
b y  the famous Kennington 
Oval, a son was born on 
17 November, I%’, to 

the Reverend Henry Montgomery 
and his wife Maud. He was their ~ ~~~~~~ 

fourth child and was christened 
Bernard L a w  Montgomery; the 
boy who was destined to become 
more than half a century later 
Britain’s greatest military com- 
mander since the Duke of Wel- 
lington and one of the most 
outstandingly successful of all 
time. 

The boy Bergard, whose nick- 
name “Monty” became the sym- 
bol of victory at a desperate time 
in Britain‘s history, spent most 
of his childhood abroad; at the 
age of two he was taken to 
Tasmania, where his father had 
been appointed a bishop, and 
lived there until he was 14 when 
the family returned to London. 

It was at that early age, when 
most boys want to be engine- 
drivers, that “Monty”rea1ly began 
his brilliant military career. When 
he was enrolled as a day pupil 
at St. Paul’s School, Hammr- 
smith (appropriately, as a general 
“Monty” planned the invasion 
of Normandy there in 1944) he 
unhesitatingly volunteered for the 
Army Class. He was already set 
on becoming a famous soldier. 

The young Montgomery was 
not a brilliant student; at the end 
of one term he finished bottom 
in mathematics. But he was 
popular and excelled at games, 
particularly at cricket and rugby, 
which may explain his predilec- 
tion for using sporting terms in 
World War Two in his famous 
personal messages to his troops. 

Already, in his youth “Monty” 
showed on the sportsfield his 
remarkable talent for leadership 
that was later to play such a vital 
part in his victories on the battle- 
field. When he was 18 and cap- 
tain of the school rugby team his 
sports master wrote of him: “He 
was exceedinEly plucky but in- 
clined to do too much himselfand 
he often hud to be warned against 

THE DAY THEY 
DUG HIS GRAVE 
But for the rhorp eyes of a sur- 

geon. Field-Marshal Lord Mont- 
gomery might have died in 1914 
-buried dive in o grave that 
hod It already happened been in October. dug for him. 1914. 

when Lieutenant Montgomery. 
leading (I bayonet charge. was 
shot in the chest by a sniper. As 
he fell uncon6cious into (I shell. 
hole a soldier who went to his 
osistance war killed 

I 
“M I 
War o n e .  In tht&Tcr war he won 
the DSO a d  was once left for dead. After three hours “Monty” 

was and cnrried dragged two out miles of the on rheli-hole on Arm” 
~~ ~ ....... 

greatcoat by four soldiers wh; 
took him to an advanced dressing 
station. Here. still unconscious, 
he wns left for dead and a burial 
party dug his grave. Then (I 

surgeon noticed an involuntary 
tremor in one of his hands and 
postponed the burial. “Monty” 
regained consciousneo~ and was 
invalided home to Wwlwich 
Hospital where he completely 
recovered. 

Describing this incident in a 
speech at  Chacing Cross Hon- 
pital in 1955 Lord Montgomerr . 
commented: “In some extrq- 
ordinary way I rkcovered . . , But 
I am Certain what nearly finished 
me was being picked up and 
bumped about in (I greatcoat. If 
I hod been left alone I would have 
been a11 right!’’ 

1 

Warwickshire Regiment with 
which he served in India from 
191c-14. 

When his battalion returned to 
England a month before the out- 
break of World War One the 
young “Monty” was a platoon 
commander and in this role 
landed in France during the .a 
retreat from Mons to receive his 
first taste of battle. 

From the beginning it was 
clear that he was a born fighting 
soldier, absolutely fearless and 
an inspired leader. His gallantry 
soon won him the Distinguished 
Service Order--a rare award t o  

Cmferener in the desert. Monfgomery crploim his ploani to his field 
commanders before the &It& of El Alamein. His first order on arrive1 
in North Africo was “If we ere amcked there wil l  be M retreat.” 

held Gkman  position in t h e  
village of Meteren and was 
severely wounded in the chest 
and invalided home. He returned 
to France in 1916, this time as a 

tackling opponents in a minn staff captain, and by the end of 
likely to break their collar-bon the war was a major on the staff 
He was a most inspiring leader of 47th (2nd London) Division. 
bow on the football field. H P  He svent the next two years. until ... 
w&ld assembie the ~kfteen around 
him at hulf-time and ror~fully out- 
line his policy for the rest of the 

I ~ ~~~~ 

1920; with the first Bhtish Army 
of the Rhine and for a short time 
commanded the 17th Battalion, 
Royal Fusiliers. 

It was at this time, with the 
war still fresh in his memory, 
that the future Field-Marshal 
began seriously to apply his mind 
to the higher art of warfare and 
developed the first of his unshake- 
able convictions on strategy, 

O V E R . .  . 

gume.” 
In 1906 the future Victor of 

Alamein went to the Royal 
Military College at Sandhurst 
but although he applied himself 
diligently to his studies, he 
achieved no great distinction and 
ms’ commissioned-n 19 Sep- 
tember, 1908-into the R ~ p l  

T U  SUPREME HOUR OF A BRILLIANT LEADER OF MEN WHO NEVER LOST 
A MTlLE. WTSIDE 2lrt ARMY GROUP TACTICAL HEADQUARTERS ON 
UUEBURE HEATH “MONN” RECEIVES THE GERMAN SURRENDER DELEGATES 



















1 ON GUARD AGAIN IN 
WELVE months to the day after leaving Jordan the British Army munal riots. N w  they were on in Amman, bringing with them 
found itself back there again-ace more on guard amid the their way to protect Britain’s their own vehicles, equipment and 
sun-scorched sand and barren rocks in one of the most tonid vital interests in an area which food, they had dug defensive 
and inhospitable spots in the world. seemed likely to go up in flames positions on the airfield and 

at any moment. were sharing guard duties at 
appeal to Britain for help, more As SOLDIER went to press military installations and the 
than Zoo0 men of 16th Indepen- the men of 16th Independent British Embassy with the colour- 
dent Parachute Brigade were Parachute Brigade, led by Briga- fully dressed men of the Jordanian 
flown from CYPNS to Amman, dier Tom Pearson DSO, were Army. I t  was not long before the 

settling down in the sweltering paratroopers were exchanging 
For the paratroopers this was heal with characteristic British their red berets for the Jor- 

the second urgent move by air in cheerfulness,  ready  fo r  any  danians’ red and, white flowing 
headdress. 

But their hopes were short- had been rushed from Britain to A few hours after landing at Nor was training neglected. 
Cyprus to help put down com- the former Royal Air Force base although the troops were confined 

T 
Last year, when the Anglo- 

Jordanian Treaty came to an end, 
the British garrison in Akaba. at 
the southern tip of Jordan, wound 
up its affairs and filed quietly 
aboard a troopship for home, the Jordanian capital. 
hoping that the British Army 
would never have to serve there 
again. a few weeks. Shortly before, they eventuality. 

lived. Within 24 hours of an 

JORDAN 
did a roarin to the airfield. The paratroopers 

soon solved that problem by 
organising route marches and 
section “schemes” around the 
perimeter. 

Living wnditions were rough. 
The men slept in tents in the 
middle of the airfield and for the 
first few days ate nothing but 
“compo” rations, a diet which 
was later enlivened by the wel- 
come arrival of scares of hawkers 
with locally grown fresh fruit. 
One of the biggest problems was 
keeping cool and Arab tradesmen 

drinks to the perspiring para- 
troopers. 

This is not the first time British 
troops have been called on to 
stand guard in Jordan. Lawrence 
of Arabia had his headquarters 
there in World War One, and in 
World War Two it was scheduled 
to become a Middle East base if 
Egypt had been overrun. After 
the late war, in 1949; the British 
Army returned to Jordan when 
an Israel-Jordan flare-up w m e d  
likely. 

1. A serfion of pamfroepers ~ w i n s  ut the British Embossy in Amman to 
share guard h t k s  wifh the Jor&uian Army. &IOW: In  PI Amman mfreu 
(I Jordnnlrrn policeman e d  puntroopers discuss secvrify jwobkm 
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SOLDIER TO ‘SOLDIER 
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1 $ APPERS 
MAKE A ROWBNG COURSE 1 * * e  BUILD A BRIDGE 

- .M." . , 

AJOREW.C.DUG- iWi:n*a*paa*u-*l(rr 
--to- S.ppast.Ls.WtkdplcHkeths$ 
w M m t ~ . l m & .  

In Mprch, the mcn of 50 Field Squadron, RoyllEDginmn 
@en of 25 Cow Engine& Regiment) arriMd home from 

Christmas Mand. Two months lata they were back on oprations, 
-tine UP the rowing course for 
the Empire Games at Lake 
Padam under the shadow of with oam strove to maintah 
Sno*don. a balana and kcsp the whob 

The squadron WSII baacd at thinggoingintherightdimtkm. 
Maidstone, in Kent, waiting ta go Any failure by the outboard motor 
to Germany, whcn the Lake was a minor disaster, aiDce tbs 
Padarn job CPM along and about weight of the cable then pulled 
100 men, under the squadron theraftbadrwardsandthatmant 
commander, Major R. W. T. slacktobetakmup. 

.sdhprinte # p m n l e d * l k a e u ~ ~ = ~ ~ .  

4 t h  rlnr ik SmPm 
k*dV.&**b...Jm 
tglaaarmn*.hrr*pLL 

H 
waa Trevor of St. d f O l l L .  

the River De8 at 
. uangollca, a bridm which-@ 

stands. It was no 
lPlkgl. lOnlybridB0~ w 
Dugdale took ow whew BMOP 
Trevor lcft Mand bdlt a E p n d  

BrittenMC,movedintotheRoyal While the cables mra be@ one. 
Air Force camp at Llanbcris on laid, more rafts were being built It was all bacause of L 
the shore of the lake. on the beach. Each consisted of gourds sirtsddfod. SCMaa -. 

wdah t0wllS and vilksas haw Lake Padarn is nearly two rmkp two folding boats on which ~ P I  . &e&h4au, Fcdtivalp of music 
litaaaue, but the oneat Uan- long and tctm MO and 300 built a a f t  scafFoklhg tower. 

yards wide for moat of its k&. There wm only a daen  of theaa 
To one side is the lower end of the rafts becaw w k  the lake WBI 
Snowdon range, and to the o w  narrow the towns could be built 
another rangu with 3OOO-ft peaks. on the shore. 

when thcy Wcn lki i, the 
did for compstltion rowing; rafts wwc socured to the outer 
thanks to the hill3 no winds blow cabks, which kept them firmly in 

' *&em golh, Then, wander the mund littb town's Lf.k across it, only along its length. place in relation to the length of m r r r o w s a e o * l a r c ~ a n d  The squadron's task was to lay the .Me. To kccp them from 
, ww T ~ ~ * ~  t,,.i+ 0haml.tC Factory at Morston. travel straight over the Wpttr. 

dcepesSbu t i twaf iw-T&-  
out a ~ v s e z o 0 0  mba long mth driftcng tom& the centre, mt Tbpe Incon- aopl! -dfi fie -&. at W I ~  one "It will saw ~m Boo0 peopls 

year mr Du-s Thtori& Ssturday lunch-time. By Sunday a hvo-miic + a day," said a wamt w, lust where mud- coloumd overhead markers 20 ft Wcn scured by more cahk  to 
above the water at eight pomts. the sh-. To keep them from -&ne 16oy bad built a foot- nmmbuofthe@ISlddfOd'8boprd R r p S m  came to help. brides owr tbs river, and mule It WLI a tcsstk-bd&, 180 ft duo to rart, and tbeaa had to be 

. m&%Y2itsMipr,greea butitwasnet  

4r keeping their craft in linc with drifting towsrds the shore, there 
the markers, oarsmen in W X ~  were the cable running from 
boats would be a& to s t a r  towatotowaacroglthecounq 
straight corn. from which the & d o n  markm 1 ehbop Tavor's The difficulty was that Lake were to be hung. These cable a d d  
Padam q wn deep m plaoes, passedowpulleyaatthetopsof casehav8hadtokavetbdrburcs OftUbuluspf fddiDk 4 & , d & m d m d . m  . ~ k ~ t ~ i p y s r d ~ ; a n d  and M almost irp+td T h e j 0 b w m - Y  p d * ~ ~ ~ t h s a r a o Q d  
which maka ngid anchoring the scafFoldhig and had 200-lb 
from the bottom tmpossible, and blocks of cwc~+to attached to 
that the bottom is rocky and each end, so that if the rafts 
would not mvc a bold to h o r s  Swsyes m h& win&, the c a b h  
anyway. so the sap placed wouldmnain taut ._I . 
their faith in n&l c a b g a n  inch AU thls done, ~ inner c a b  
and a half in circumfemq were lishcd up and the c d o d  
anchored to the shores. buoys marking the sides of the 

FirstthcLakewasm-vcycdand course fitted on. Finally, t k  
markers se-t up. Then ring-bolts was a sup-raft of Bailay pm- 
were cemnted to the shm, toonstobebuiltforthefinishing 
takingaheavy toll of the Sappers' linc for the judges and the We hd beem prrrrribad h 
steel drills. v i s i o n a n d n e w s p a p e r r .  I the trdmiw numud--& mcticm ofa 1- lWft. b&b tots 

the sappm kegan hying four Sappers wart back to ~ t o n c .  Yet the men of 3rd Fleld Squadron, und F i i d  Engheex 
cables the heth of the lake, the + 0 . k  stayed behind, to RCeimnt, Royal Enmneers, by using plenty of ingenuity and dbow 
outer two to hold rafw from m t a m  the comae More and gmse and aided by some stout 
whichtheoverhradmarkerswouki during the Gama. *mu esuirrment, made a ,  
be strung and the innm two to It was all good training, and dttlicult taak look surpriamgiy Aftm pmparing the site and 
of the 6Cbmctmwide, four-lane alTord to make its bill to the A $ft to the Quem by the firstjobwastoconstructthecon- 
CQum. Empire Games commmed a low people of British Columbia to mtc uvity for the totem pok to 

The u h k  were lad froma ran one. It did n w n e  out of a job: mark the centenary of their pro- rest ia. In the centre of tbis they 
made of two folding boats on as usual when the Army urn- Vina, thetotcinpolebadtrave4M fixad a strong metal plinth to fit 
which was a platform of bridging tanplatos doing a civilian job, by shtp to London daks  snugly into a hok in the b of 
roadway, and the raft was then employers and tndea unions were and by road to Windsor Great the pok. 
towed by a thud folding boat mth consulted to make sure no cinlian Park. Two dcnieks, of a typc nor- 
an outboard motor. On the plat- firm could undntaks the work. Thae,appropriatelyatthesnd maUy for railway bridgin& form the drums of cable wm of an avenue of cvladian 

y w -  

h M n * r l ( * a J a Q I m t .  
'.-~tgIld*JPwm% 
muPfw?arlralnLIncarnnr 

-: - 
). -, 

Thrsssningmaksthelakesplen- 

astrrs t lsswcrc,  

sib, thc a- a prul thm& a on disused one Lw&builtofcquipmontuscdfor the iarhorc teaions of foktiw- brdrenan&htkdawy. The sawas' b'&C WILI not as 
- f r o m ~ i & & & a d ~ b  a m n d w t h e R i l w a y 0 n t h e  b0StbIib.ItWBIUMlilitPry.h b l d W I l W  

,, 5 dudes w i  wd- 0th~. Vim who wonld in MY that SapPon added 

I - ~ ~ ~ g s o a p  - the *from themtsddl arduam,butithaditsroya.  he *. * bhbo~, one rclt, 

3 port ,s-t and- f&m the fod &fd would be a& to Watorwps o n l Y 4 f t 6 h a t h c  xv W ' O ~  bi% 

AND PUT Up Al iTOTEM POLE 0 . .  

T was M es&miqg fat for which 

'withthe~boltsinposition, When all was done, half the pa . 

hold the markm on the limits becaw of thw the Army could simple. Qsting gear, the sappas' 
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“Dumb lnrdence wlll pi you nowhem, Gummr h n . ”  
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1, UP THE CLZFFS HOURSOF GLORY 9 1 TO A FRlMOUS VICTORY 



NEWS fkom N @ R m  

BRITONS T 
N recent years a new Arab Army has been raised in Libya- small those early days to ten officers, 

but efficient fighting force trained and advised by a handful of the third battalion nean full 12 senior NCOs and a dozen 
officers and senior NCOs forming the only British Military Mission other ranks on the administrative 
in existence. an armoured car squadron reach staff. Only two of the original 

The birth of the Libyan Army followed closely on the creation of an advanced stage of training, members remain-Major Clive 
the United Kingdom of Libya in Aspinall, an adviser at the Libyan 
December, 1951, the first inde- and British NCOs arrived. in and senior NCOs throughout the Army Depot, and Staff Sergeant 
pendent state to be created by April, 1953, to train the first Army. John Curle, Prince of Wales's O h  
the United Nations. In 1952, two recruits. Regiment of Yorkshire, who was 
British officers arrived in Ben- the first NCO to join, 
ghazi to begin the Military Mis- El Awal Battalion, had as a manded by Colonel Guy Camp- Most of the officers a t  present 
sion's work. Recruiting began nucleus some 80 members of the bell MC, has increased since serving with the Mission have 

former Emirial Guard; today, as 

strength and field batteries and 

these men have become officers 

I 
Similarly, the strength of the 

Military Mission, which is corn- The first unit formed, the ldris 
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