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Duke
hitches
a lift

DUKE the Army dog
hitches a lift from his
minder, Pte Caroline Hun-
ter, during the Royal
Tournament.

This year’'s show in-
cluded, for the first time,
an all-women display
staged by the Army
Women’s Services Dis-
play Team.

The team, which was
brought together espe-
cially for the show, per-
formed a breathtaking
series of stunts involving
motor cycles, cross-
country vehicles, horses
and dogs.

Duke is one of seven
dogs looked after by
Caroline at the Defence
Animal Centre, Melton
Mowbray.

“It took about two
months to train Duke to
stand still on the motor
cycle,” said Caroline.

“He’s quite a heavy dog,
but my shoulders are
beginning to get used to
him!”

Picture: Les Scriver

9,900 soldiers
to go by 1994

FOR THE first time under the
Options for Change plans
private soldiers will be included
in the next phase of Army
redundancies.

Phase 2 of the scheme targets
6,500 personnel to go during
1993-94. Of these about 1,000
will be officers — including up
to 53  brigadiers and 86
colonels.

The private soldiers who will
make up a proportion of the
remainder will include more
than 1,500 from the Foot
Guards and Infantry.

Volunteers are sought in
various categories and indi-
viduals will be informed during
the first quarter of 1993. They
will receive up to 12 months’
notice and full resettlement
assistance.

Full details are included in
two Defence Council Instruc-
tions: DCI Army 99/92 for
officers and DCI Army 100/92
for private soldiers.

Figures for the third phase of
redundancies, to take effect in
1994-95, will depend on natural
wastage.

FRONT COVER: The Princess of Wales, Colonel-in-Chief
of the Royal Hampshire Regiment, pictured at the final
public appearance of the regiment in Winchester.
See pages 24-25 and back cover. (Picture: Terry Champion)

New name
proposed

A NAME has been prop-
osed for the new regim-
ent to be formed from
The Gloucestershire
Regiment and The Duke
of Edinburgh’s Royal
Regiment (Berkshire and
Wiltshire) on amalgama-
tion in April 1994.

Subject to approval by
the Army Board and the
Queen, the combined
regiments will be known
as The Royal Gloucester-
shire, Berkshire and Wilt-
shire Regiment.
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NEWSLINE

Weapons find foils terrorists

AN ATTACK on Security
Forces in Northern Ireland has
been foiled by the discovery of
a terrorist weaponry hide dug
into a laneway in Londonderry.
Inside the hide was a primed
Mark 12 mortar with a warhead
containing Semtex explosive.
Alongside was a high-powered
rifle, fitted with telescopic sight
and mounted on a bipod.
Three pairs of overalls,
masks and ammunition were
also recovered from the scene.

Fifty homes were evacuated
for more than three hours while
Army bomb disposal experts
defused the mortar,

@ Quick thinking by a
young soldier from 2nd
Battalion, The Royal Anglian
Regiment saved a baby from
choking to death after its
distraught mother asked a foot
patrol in West Belfast for help.

The soldier saw the baby’s
tongue was blocking its airway
and released it, while his patrol

Soldier dies,
one injured

in attacks

TWO SEPARATE shooting
incidents in Northern Ireland
left one soldier dead and a
second seriously wounded.

Gdsm Damien John Shackle-
ton, lst Barttalion, The Scots
Guards, was shot by an IRA
sniper while riding as top-cover
sentry in the back of an
armoured Land Rover escort-
ing two RUC vehicles in the
New Lodge area of north
Belfast.

The 24-year-old soldier, who
was married with a four-year-
old son, sustained gunshot
wounds to the neck and was
taken to a nearby hospital, but
died 90 minutes later.

The gunman opened fire
from the upstairs window of a
house taken over by terrorists a
short time previously.

At Pomeroy in Co Tyrone, a
guardsman operating in the Ist
Battalion, Coldstream Guards’
tactical area of responsibility
was seriously wounded when
terrorists opened fire on an
Army foot patrol.

Another soldier escaped
when a bullet was deflected off
his equipment.

In a follow-up operation,
members of Security Forces
recovered two weapons, maga-
zines, ammunition and a petrol
bomb.

Four soldiers were among 21
people injured when two
massive IRA car bombs

exploded in central Belfast
causing damage to buildings in
the Bedford Street area.

The area had previously been
hit by a similar bomb blast last
January and many of the
buildings had not been repaired
at the time of the latest
incident.

alerted the RUC who took
mother and baby to hospital.

@® A I5-year-old boy is
recovering in hospital after
being found semi-conscious on
the Black Mountain by a foot
patrol from the Ist Battalion,
The Scots Guards.

The boy was spotted by the
soldiers near Fort Whiterock in
West Belfast running towards
the mountain and a few
minutes later the patrol was
stopped by the boy’s distraught

father who said the boy was
going to kill himself.

The soldiers gave chase and
with help from some children
found the boy with his wrists
slashed and bleeding badly.
They gave first aid, brought
him down from the mountain
and continued to tend him until
an ambulance arrived.

The ambulance crew said the
boy would certainly have died
without the efforts of the
soldiers.

Crack unit on move

Air Vice Marshal Richard Johns takes the salute as 244 Signal

Squadron (Air Support) march out of the gaies of RAF Brize Norton
for the last time. The crack communications unit is moving to
Colerne in Wiltshire, where it will form an element of 21 Signal
Regiment (AS) which has returned from Germany. The famous
“Red Hand Gang” will retain its distinctive tac sign

Last salute for Missile Regiment

Lt Gen Sir Michael Wilkes takes the last salute as Lance Missile launchers led an impressive drivepast

on the farewell parade of 50 Missile Regiment, Royal Artillel_'y marking the Menden-based unit's
transition into suspended animation after 33 years’ service in Germany
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NEWSLINE

Jobs dialogue
with Russians

AS THE LAST bastions of the Cold War tumble, the
British Army is forging stronger links with the forces of the
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Russian Federation.

These include an exchange of ideas on the resettlement of
military personnel, a topic high on the agenda of both
countries as arms cuts begin to bite.

The new-found extension of the hand of friendship is
designed to further good relations already established
between the defence ministries and armed services of the
United Kingdom and the Russian Federation. T

A joint statement on British and Russian defence
co-operation was issued by Defence Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind and Gen Pavel Grachev, Russian Defence Minister,
at the end of the general’s visit to the UK.

Areas identified for closer co-operation include arms
reduction, control and disposal.

Other developments will establish stronger links at a

personal level.

There will be an exchange of students between the Royal
College of Defence Studies and the Military Academy of the
General Staff of the Russian Federation, exchanges on
democratic
encouragement of bilateral military sports contacts.

defence management in

Drugs test
considered

THE Ministry of Defence is
looking at a number of
measures to aid detection of
drugs among Servicemen in all
three Services. One measure
under consideration is the
introduction of random drug
testing.

settings and

Russian army officers visiting Catterick took the opportunity to probe the
secrets of the British Army pace stick, thanks to Sgt Alan Gregory, a provost
sergeant with 11 Signal Regiment.
He is pictured (left) explaining to Col Oleg Koptelov (second right) how the
stick is used for good measure on the drill square.
The Russians were involved in an inspection of military sites in Eastern
District under the terms of the Conventional Forces in Europe (CFE) Treaty.

‘Green’ initiative

A NEW initiative, Joining
Forces for the Environment,
aims to increase collaboration
in environmental research
between the Armed Forces and
the scientific community.
The scheme will be managed
in conjunction with the Natural

Environment Research Council
(NERC) who will act as the
recipient for proposals from
universities and other research
organisations and screen them
for scientific merit.

The requests will then be
passed for consideration and
planning to the relevant
Service.

The Ministry of Defence
places great importance on the
preservation of the environ-
ment and already undertakes a

interest to environmental scien-
ists.

It is also responsible for the
protection and management of
more than 200 Sites of Special
Scientific Interest found on the
defence estate where there are
many opportunities for ecolo-
gical research and survey.

Among recent examples of
collaboration between soldiers
and scientists:

@ Gurkhas have helped the
Royal Geographical Society’s

wide range of conservation Rainforest Project in Brunei,
activities. including the construction of
Contact and co-operation  rope bridges across rivers

already exists between the
MoD and the scientific com-
munity, to the benefit of both.

“Our aim 1is to focus
attention on ways in which the
Services might be able to help
even more,” sald Lord Cran-
borne, Under Secretary of State
for Defence, “particularly in

within virgin rainforest.

@ A research project to study
land use change and terrain
type classification encompas-
sing the Sennybridge Training
Area near Brecon has been
carried out using remote
sensing.

the area of environmental H
scientific research.” OWI projeCt
These are the seven British soldiers who were presented with As the second largest Six nesting boxes for barn

Liberation of Kuwait medals by the Saudi Arabian Ambassador, His
Excellency Ghazi Algozaibi, at a ceremony in London. The
remainder of the medals will be issued later this year by the MoD to
Service personnel who qualified for the British Gulf War medal with
the clasp 16 Jan to 28 Feb 1991".

Pictured (centre) holding the medal is Dvt Amanda Tillotson,
RCT. The remainder (clockwise from front left) are Sgt Tony Hastie,
RA, LSgt Andrew Levesley, 1 Gren Gds, Corporal of Horse Martin
Coles, LG, Lance Corporal of Horse David Rees, LG, Maj James
Hewitt, LG and Maj Greville Bibby, Gren Gds.

landowner in the country and
with one of the biggest skilled
workforces, the MoD has a lot
to offer. It deploys ships,
aircraft and personnel around
the globe, and to some of the
most inhospitable regions,
which by virtue of their very
inaccessibility are of particular

owls have been constructed
from reclaimed wood by two
civilian carpenters at 3 Sub
Depot, Central Ordnance De-
pot, Bicester, as part of a
scientific project to breed and
release barn owls.
® Eco-friendly Sennelager —
Pages 26-28
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If the car you're looking for
isn't here, it isn't anywhere.

The Mitsubishi range has fast established itself Every Mitsubishi car is supported by a 3 year/
for reliability and value. 100,000km warranty, a 6 year anti-corrosion

From the attractive Colt Hatchback with the perforation guarantee and a 3 year Pan European
availability of both power steering and automatic ~ breakdown and recovery service.
transmission to the new 140 mph Sigma and the Before you buy a new car give us a call. We'll be
new look go anywhere 3 & 5 door Shoguns. happy to show you around the best cars in town.

All Mitsubishi cars come with a 3-year/100,000km warranty
and a 6-year anti-corrosion perforation guarantee.

New Mitsubishi Sigma (above)

Japan’s Car of the Year 1991.
3-litre. V6. 4-wheel steering.

Traction, trace and slip
control plus ABS braking.

Executive luxury with

high performance.

Mitsubishi Lancer
Practical and roomy saloon or Liftback. 1500 GLX
or 1800 GTi 4-door saloons. 1500 GLX, 1800 GLXi
4WD or 1800 GTi 5 door liftbacks.

Mitsubishi Colt

Stylish 3-door Hatchback, available
in 1300 GL, 1500 GLX or 16-valve
1800 GTi.

Mitsubishi Galant
Seven model line-up for this
executive express includes 1800 &

2-litre 4-door saloons, 2-litre 16- New Mitsubishi Shogun

valve GTi and 4WD/4WS (Four All new range combines style, luxury and

:V{‘e‘l _D”‘"e‘/ Four Wh‘?“—‘] Steer) off-road performance with the World's first Mitsubishi Space Runner

by O?TS' Zlmba 41\/3 Arlitesmika Super Select 4WD system. Available as 3 Opens up exciting opportunities; as a versatile
16-valve 4WD/4WS 5-door coupe. and 5-door Turbo Diesel. Plus 3 and 5-door family transport, a flexible leisure vehicle, or as a

V6 petrol, manual or automatic. weekday cargo carrier.

Mitsubishi Space Wagon

The people carrier par

excellence. Carries 7
adults in comfort.
The ideal family
transport.

Please send me details of the Mitsubishi range of cars.

Name Address

Ppst Code ot ot Rl o,

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

LDES'GNED to be DRIVEN | T, The Colt Car Company Ltd., Watermoor, Cirencester, Glos., GL7 ILF. Tel: (0285) 655777.
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RAOC
peace

award

THE ROYAL Army Ordnance
Corps Training Battalion and
Depot has been awarded the
1991 Wilkinson Sword of
Peace.

The Deepcut-based unit has
supported the White Lodge
Centre in Chertsey, Surrey
which helps adults and children
suffering from cerebral palsy
and a wide range of physical
handicaps.

Wilkinson Sword Ltd has,
since 1966, made awards to a
unit from each of the armed
services which is judged to have
made the most valuable
contribution towards estab-
lishing good relations with its
local civilian community.

Over the past 22 years, the
efforts of the RAOC Training
Battalion and Depot have
providled much-needed re-
sources for the centre and
demonstrated the caring atti-
tude of members of the armed
services towards those less
fortunate than themselves.

In that time, besides provid-
ing manpower and resources,
the soldiers raised more than
£60,000 for the centre,

The new MoD civilian Guard
Service comes into force on
October 1. It will be formed
from existing non-industrial
and industrial Guard Forces at
Defence installations.

The Royal Corps of Trans-
port held its last corps weekend
at Buller Barracks, Aldershot,
last month. The RCT has
occupied the barracks site since
1856 when the corps’ forerun-
ner, the Military Train, had
horse lines in Aldershot. Next
year, the corps will become part
of the new Royal Logistic
Corps.

Cpl Steven Wray of the Ist
Bn, The Light Infantry was
killed and five other soldiers
slightly injured when ftheir
Land Rover was involved in a
collision with a civilian lorry at
Cotton Tree Village in Belize.

‘First’ for
the Depot

Heavy rain failed to dampen the spirits of the first female soldiers

NEWSLIN

to pass out from Depot The Prince of Wales Division at Lichfield,
here being inspected by the Dirzctor of Infantry, Maj Gen Bryan

Dutton.

Under revised training arrangements following Options for
Change, the depot is to assume full responsibility for the basic
training of recruits to the Army Medical Services and the Parachute
Regiment, in addition to the regiments of the Division, from next

January

¢

The Deputy Lord Mayor of Bristol, Clir Peter Abraham (right) gets

to grips with a general purpose machine gun after launching a new
Territorial Army rifle company in Bristol. The new unit to be formed
at the Speedwell TA Centre is “B (City of Bristol) Company” of the
1st Battalion, The Wessex Regiment

Missile update

BRITISH Aerospace Defence
Limited has been awarded an
£11 million contract by the
Ministry of Defence to develop
and supply modifications to
upgrade towed Rapier systems
currently in service with the
British Army and the RAF
Regiment.

The modifications will en-
able the systems to fire British
Aerospace’s new Rapier Mk2
missile, which is under produc-
tion for the low-level air
defence system, Rapier 2000.

British Aerospace Defence
Limited has delivered the first
Rapier 2000 Part Task Trainer

(PTT) to the MoD. The vital
training aid produces sophisti-
cated battlefield simulation
including state-of-the-art com-
puter-generated images which
present highly realistic battle-
field emulation.

The Ministry of Defence has
awarded a major contract to
Seddon Atkinson Vehicles Ltd
to supply 174 commercial
vehicle tractor units to pull a
variety of articulated trailer
units in service with the Army,
Royal Navy and Royal Air
Force.

Malaysia bid

AN eight-man team of
climbers for 3 Tank Transpor-
ter Sqn RCT based in
Sennelager has flown to the Far
East with the aim of climbing
Malaysia’s highest mountain,
Gunung Tahan. As prepara-
tion, the team, led by 2nd Lt
Simon Hirst, climbed Ger-
many’s highest mountain, the
Zugspitze.

SOLDIER PHOTOS

Changes in prices for SOL-
DIER photographic reprints
will come into effect on
September 1.

Black-and-white print
prices will range from £4
(7%5in) to £12 (20x16), with
£2 per sheet for contact
prints and £10 per trans-
parency.

Colour prints will cost
between £6 (7x5) and £27
(24x16). Colour contact
prints will be priced at £6
and colour transparencies
£6 each (£5 each for more
than one).

Sizes are approximate
and prices do not include
VAT and postage.

Orders placed
September 1 will
current prices.

Full details will be inclu-
ded in an advertisement in
the next issue of SOLDIER.

9

before
be at




ZIPPO LIGHTERS

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH
YOUR REGIMENTAL CREST

The original petrol
windproof lighters.

Guaranteed for life or
repaired free of charge.

Delivered duty paid UK ) '
or duty free overseas. It's here! The sporty new CRX.

» Fuel injection = VTEC technology  Power steering
* 16 valve 1.6 engines e Removable hard top  « ABS*
Minimum eng raved * Double overhead « Catalytic converter e Flectric rear window
order 50 camshafts” * Electric front windows (*1.6 VTi anly)
For more information fill in the coupon
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with my Regimental Crest. Title/Rank

PABIE .. ovr i ssonssipspinsminsasiteans sisvissposissssnsiontinndiniaslsiai iovseaingd First Name Last Name

Address
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Please contact me to arrange an appointment D

Deros/Posting

Home Phone Work Phone
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Moo THE FINEST CAR PURCHASE PLAN
AT HOME AND OVERSEAS

The Rover Concession Purchase

Wherever you are in the world, if you're considering a new car, tax free for
export or tax paid for return to Britain, you could be on the way to
owning a prestigious new Rover at well below List Price.

There will be a big saving from the Rover/SCE concession.

""" ® Expert advice and test drive

® Delivery where you want it — shipping arranged

® Flexible finance — tailored to suit you (subject to status)
® Used car disposal facility

® Wide spread after sales care network

@ Fast efficient mail order system.

For the full story — call us now or send the coupon for
your full colour Rover/SCE information pack.

Name: ___ . 3 . Title/Rank: SR,
l Addgess: 0000000000000 - = — l
| Tel Day: e enw fEtBwes. ol |
I Car for use in (country): : Date Required: r @
laminterestedinMini [ |  Metro [[]  Maestro [|  Montego Saloon/Estate [ ] Rover 200 Series [ ] ‘SO_V{&
| Rover 400 Series [ ] Rover 800 Series Fastback/Saloon [] Land Rover Defender [ '
| Land Rover Discovery [ Range Rover [ TAX FREE FOR EXPORT [ ] TAX PAID FOR UK USE [] |

Post to SCE Ltd, FREEPOST, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BR (No stamp required if mailed in UK or BFPO).
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Fresh RDG
chapter as
Skins say
farewell

FINAL farewell for the 5th
Royal Inniskilling Dragoon
Guards took place at Barker
Barracks, Paderborn, when the
serving regiment paraded be-
fore a contingent of Old
Comrades,

The salute was taken by the
Colonel of the Regiment, Maj
Gen Patrick Brooking, who
referred to the regiment’s long
and glorious history.

“Amalgamation with the
4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards
is not the closure of the book,
but the beginning of a new
chapter,” he said.

The Skins marched from the
square for the last time to the
strains of “Fare Thee Well
Inniskilling”, the regimental
march of the Inniskillings and
also of the new regiment, the
Royal Dragoon Guards, which
came into being on August 1.

Based in Paderborn, the new
regiment is equipped with
Challenger main battle tanks
and commanded by Lt Col

Johnny Torrens-Spence.

Wearing his new capbadge
for the first time, Col
Torrens-Spence said it was a
momentous day for all con-
cerned.

“The Royal Dragoon Guards
springs from two proud
regiments with long and
distinguished histories,” he
said. “We do not intend to
forget the past.

“Indeed, we are -carrying
forward the best features of
each of our parent regiments in
the dress, the capbadge and the
traditions of the new.

The RDG uniform derives
from the most distinctive
features of its parent
regiments: the naval blue
hat and cross belt of the
4th/7th and the green
trousers of the Skins.

The capbadge follows
this theme, with Innis-
killing Castle on a cross of
St George within the 4th/7th
St Patrick’s Star.

CO Lt Col

Johnny Torrens-Spence
(right) presents the new cap badge to
soldiers of The Royal Dragoon Guards,
Cpl Tony Pickering (left) and LCpl
Darren Shaw. Left: The new badge

- g
L

s

vc SAS/A

DUBORA :

Visit our shop (open Mon-Sat) to
see a large range of Genuine
British Army kit.

v DPM Para Smocks 5%

v« SAS/Para Bergens +r
¥¢ PLCE Bergens s+
v¢ Webbing +r Boots +r
vc Berets vr Gloves ¢
v Berghaus ¢ Helly Hansen ¢

Fast mail order service
Access/Visa welcome

Britain’s

: Leading

- Military
Clothing

Specialists

rctic Windproofs v

SAE or Int. Postal coupon for
list to Miss J D Nicholls, Mail
Order dept. ‘H Du Bora’,
38 Station Road, Aldershot,

Hants GU11 1HT.
UK phone 0252 22668.
Fax: 0252 319963

Maj Gen Patrick Brooking, Colonel of the Regiment, is greeted by Lt Col Torrens-Spence at
the final parade of 5 Innis DG at Paderborn




Shooting stars
leave firmament

It's the end of an era for this remarkably successful trio from 42
Survey Engineer Group at Hermitage, shown with the two trophies
they won during the recent target rifle championships at Bisley.

All three are due to retire before next year's Bisley, leaving the field
clear for others to compete for the Army target rifle long range
competition trophy (left), which they have won five times in the last
seven years, and the Army target rifle short range competition cup
(right).

I%Aaj Dick Ellis (centre), driving force behind the success,
captained the shooting team in his final year as a Sandhurst cadet in
1958. Both he and Maj Roger Bailey (right) were commissioned
that year.

Making up a grand total of 78 years' competitive shooting for the
Army is the youngster of the team, SSgt Dave Johnson, who
started his shooting career a mere 21 years ago at Barton Stacey.

Paul’s
desert
mission

Cp! Paul Turnbull, a combat
medical technician serving
with 5 Armoured Field Ambu-
lance RAMC in Munster, is
currently working in sunnier
“climes. ' _
As a member of the Operation Raleigh expedition to Namibia,
he is supporting a 15-strong team of volunteers as they trek along
the notorious Skeleton Coast of Africa and the Kalahari Desert.

During the ten-week trek, Cpl Turnbull, among other projects, is
working closely with doctors and nurses from the NHS as they
carry out a free medical service to the locals.
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' Welsh medics

take high road

Hong Kong-based Capt
Matthew Petersen of 1
RRW is the first Serviceman
from the Garrison to be
attached as an observer to
the United Nations Tran-
sitional Authority (UNTAC) in
Cambodia.

Medics rom 20 (elsh Gen i o . . e -
i P o ) eral Hospital RAMC (V), took up the challenge of the Scottish Highlands for
Working from two sites, Barry Budden on Tayside and Ballater in the Cair

vqlunteers from all over South Wales — com
with the essentia| work
tfradesmen,

tr;'gorms, the TA medics —
| Wa : ined adventurous trainj
to maintain their military skills as soldiers a’rr:g

Pictured taking a well-earned
PR o oo R cmunt::reather are (from left): Pteg William

Medal from ¥
the Chief |

Cpl Eilene Fawcett re-
ceives her British Empire
Medal from the Chief of the
General Staff, Gen Sir
Peter Inge. Eilene was
awarded the BEM in the
New Year Honours for her
“significant  contribution”
as a desk clerk in the
MoD’s Military Operations
Branch (MO1) during Op
Granby. Her next job, on
promotion, will be in
Belgium, serving on the
personal staff of the UK
Military Representative.

****tt********t*********t

. Is Michelle
. the first?

A Bradford-based TA squad-
ron has thrown down the
gauntlet.

As a direct result of Options
for Change, 272 (WRA) Field
Support  Squadron  (Volun-
teers) believes it has
appointed the first woman
SNCO in the Royal Engineers
(Volunteers) — if not in the
Corps.

Sgt Michelle Kent, chief
clerk at 272, was a member of
the WRAC until April, when
she was re-badged to the RE.

She said she hoped her
promotion would show other
women that senior rank could
be achieved within the TA and
the Corps, and hoped it would
encourage them.
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Almost 30 years after being commissioned into the
Worcestershire Regiment, Brig Ronnle Silk has
been appointed Colonel of his rex wh
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Second Fusiliers on t

he march during preparations for deployment

Twelve months into their two-and-a-half

year

tour of Northern Ireland, the 2nd Battalion The

Royal Regiment of Fusiliers were visited by

SOLDIER who found the ...

Fusilier
on form

IT DOES not take too many
paces for the soldiers of A
Company, 2nd Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers on
urban patrol to reach the heart
of the countryside that sur-
rounds Rathfriland.

A tourist guide records that
the town which has connections
with America’s pioneering
history — it was the birthplace
of the mother of the first white
child born west of the Rockies
in 1862 — is set on top of a steep
hill with five streets with
stepped terraces falling away

sharply on all
sides. Before the
combustion eng-
ine, the cheery residents
usually walked home, getting
out of their traps and carts to
spare the ponies.

Now there are fewer ponies
and traps, but the soldiers still
proceed on foot when making
their way back to the Security
Force base.

The tactical area of respons-
ibility is almost exclusively
rural, says the company com-
mander, Maj James Murray-

Words: Laurie Manton
Pictures: Mike Weston

Playfair, but
includes the
towns of Hill-
town, Mayobridge, Warren-
point and Rostrevor.

“I have troops all over the
shop. Here, some attached to
the Newry Company, more at
Warrenpoint and others at
Ballykinler.

“They are mainly involved in
establishing random vehicle
checkpoints to interdict IRA
terrorists transiting the area,”
he said.

The company suffered a

=

—

==

heavy blow earlier this year
when Fus Andrew Grundy was
killed by a bomb at the Killeen
PVCP (Romeo 15) outside
Newry.

When the bomb in a van was
driven along the adjacent rail-
way line, he stayed at his post
and shouted a warning to his
comrades.

“Having lived through the
incident, it is burned on our
memories.

“It has been a very formative
experience in the minds of a lot
@ Turn to next page
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5 Platoon, B Company at Newry RUC station

Fusiliers
on form

® From Page 15
of young men,” said Maj
Murray-Playfair.

Another company of Second
Fusiliers is based at Newry as
part of the Armagh roulement
battalion.

It is a large area for a com-
pany that has routinely heavy
static commitments on the
ground and includes the Killeen
checkpoint.

The old checkpoint has been
demolished and a temporary
administrative area and defens-
ive position has been established

16

nearby. Troops
continue to
operate the Per-
manent VCP on
the road in sup-
port of the Royal
Ulster Constab-
ularv, while con-
struction work is
underway for a
new patrol base
on the western
side of the Al
with a view to
monitoring traf-
fic on the Dublin
and Forkhill
roads.

“It. isi antie-
ipated that the military and
police presence on the main
vehicle routes through that area

Maj James Murray-Playfair
commands A Company

ion.

With

of Mercy at Warrenpoint

In the sangar at Romeo
15 are Fusiliers Aaron
Wallace and Phil Marsh,

will continue,”
said B Com-
pany’s comman-
der, Maj James
Bright.

Newry has ac-
quired a certain
notoriety as an
area  attracting
high levels of
terrorist activity.
Patrols operate,
primarily, in
support of the
RUC neighbour-
hood patrol unit
— beat policemen,
for want of a
better descript-
its headquarters

based at Ballykinler, the battal-
ion has just completed the first

LCpl Neil Whittaker and
Fus Shaun Sharkey

12 months of a two-and-a-half
year tour. Its commanding off-
icer is L.t Col Simon Sanderson.

Rotation of duties is the
norm. Typically, companies
carry out duties at Newry,
Ballykinler and Rathfriland
interspersed by leave and
training.

Families on station are well
catered for, having three
community centres, a creche,
playgroup and a HIVE at their
disposal.

Additional facilities include a
thriving youth club, gymna-
sium and pool, and acres of
playing fields.

The continuing refurbish-
ment of housing accommoda-
tion means the standard of
quartering is high.

Sign of the times: Sgt Major James Gregg outside the Convent

Vehicles continue to be monitored at the Killeen VCP. The
soldier's SA 80 is fitted with a rifle-launched grenade

Sgt George Jay on joint RUC/Army foot patrol at Warrenpoint
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pion

Above - Command Sergeant
Major Roger Meyer

Right - Col Joseph Wintle
(right) compliments the
102nd Engineer Company
after the breaching trial

Lett — Setting a Claymore mine is just
one of the tasks facing this soldier as
he strives to qualify for the Expert
Infantryman Badge

Above - Specialist E4 Sean Connor
with the impressive Mk19 grenade
launcher. Its 40mm grenades which
can be fired in automatic, blow to a
casualty radius of five metres.

Right — The Northwest Guardian post |
newspaper is staffed by soldiers.
Army specialists Michael Kuntz and
Paul Valencia check negatives while
PV2 Bernadette Paris looks on

DESPITE THE massive draw-
down of American forces as a
result of the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the Warsaw
Pact, the sheer size of the US
Army is staggering. Nowhere is
it more evident than at Fort
Lewis, where British infantry
units train each winter.

Fort Lewis, Washington
State is to be one of the three
“hubs” of the US Army into
the next century. The others
are Fort Hood in Texas and
Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

Covering an area of 635 sq
miles, Fort Lewis is the second
largest in the United States. By
1995, 26,000 soldiers — the
most since the Second World
War — will be permanently-
assigned to the post.

The statistics are staggering.
Fort Lewis contains 147
ranges, more than 5,000

buildings, 30 miles of railway
and 691 miles of roadway.

It is the fifth largest city in
Washington state and, current-
ly, 17,000 soldiers, 25,000
dependants, 5,400 civilian
employees and 16,700 retired
Army personnel rely on Fort
Lewis for some kind of
support.

A new $360m military
hospital, the Madigan Army
Medical Centre, opened earlier
this year. With a staff of 2,000,
it will treat more than a million
patients each year.

Fort Lewis was named in
honour of explorer Meriwether
Lewis, who led an expedition to
the Pacific Northwest.

Founded in 1917 as Camp
Lewis, the fort was designated
a permanent Army post in
1927. Brick barracks and office
buildings were later put up to

supplement the temporary
First World War structures
already in place.

During the post’s long
history, it has been home to 14
Army divisions. Fort Lewis
also served as a major training
centre and staging post during
the Second World War, and the
Korean and Vietnam conflicts.
Lt Gen H Norman Schwarz-
kopf of Gulf fame commanded
the base in 1986/87.

It is home to I Corps, the
2-75th Ranger Regiment, the
ist Special Forces Group
(Airborne) and a number of
other non-divisional support
units and tenant organisations.
The largest corps unmit, 9th
Infantry Division (Motorised),
has just completed a two-year
de-activation programme and
will be replaced by the 7th
Infantry Division next year.

The Special Forces Group
consists of three battalions, one
of which deploys to Okinawa,
Japan.

Each SFG battalion has 18
“A” Teams manned by the
Army’s most highly-trained
soldiers and equipped with
state-of-the-art weapons and
equipment.

The soldiers are capable of
conducting  unconventional
warfare, and the group is
constantly engaged in foreign
internal defence missions, and
training foreign armies in basic
infantry and special operations
in the Pacific theatre.

The popular I Corps Band
was formed in 1943 and
received 13 campaign “‘credits”
during the Second World War
and Vietnam. Among its many
decorations, the band includes
the Order of the Day of the

Belgian Army for action in the
Ardennes, the Republic of
Vietnam Cross of Gallantry
with Palm and, most recently,
an Army Commendation Med-
al, group award for meritorious
achievement while assigned in
support of Operation Desert
Storm.

The base has its own
newspaper, the Northwest
Guardian, which carries news
and features of interest to
soldiers and their families.
Recent editor SPC Ken
Blackburn, of the 28th Public
Affairs Team, long considered
one of the US Army’s best
writers, this year won the Army
Journalist of the Year title and
was named US Department of
Defense print journalist of the
year.

A SOLDIER team which
visited one of Fort Lewis’s 147

ranges found infantrymen
being tested for the Expert
Infantry Badge (EIB).

Command Sgt Maj Roger
Meyer, sergeant major of
1-33rd Armor, 199th Infantry
Brigade (Motorised) explained
that he expected a 30 per cent
success rate,

“The EIB can only be
awarded to combat infantry
solders holding a military
occupational speciality of rifle-
man, mortarman or anti-
tanker. In order to receive the
badge, a soldier must pass all 16
test tasks including calling for
artillery fire, marksmanship,
NBC, first aid and map
reading,” he said.

The badge is linked to the
Combat Infantry badge which
can only be awarded during a
war. Army medics also have a
coveted badge called the Expert

Field Medical Badge.

Elsewhere, the 102nd En-
gineer Company was defining
new ways of breaching an
enemy obstacle.

When the company was at
the National Training Centre in
California last year, its fighting
ability was assessed by NTC
officials who provide units with
a “‘take-home package” listing
in great detail the strengths and
weaknesses of the unit. That
became the basis of their home
station training.

199th Brigade’s commander,
Col Joseph Wintle, explained
that the package included a
critique of thje 102nd’s ability
to breach an obstacle and direct
friendly forces through the
area.

“At the NTC, some convoys
missed identification marks and
drove into landmines and other

obstacles.

“I am always keen to hear the
views of soldiers in my brigade
and the 102nd has come up
with an excellent method of
marking the obstacles,” he
said.

First Platoon’s 1st Lt Eric
Price and 1st Lt Joe Staton
developed panel markers with
arrows which can be placed
near the obstacle and down
range to warn convoys and foot
soldiers where to move.

Said Ist Lt Walter Sweeney:
“Now every unit will know
what to look for, and where to
find the direction panels. They
are a lot easier to spot.”

Fort Lewis has much to offer
British units who visit the base
under the Trumpet Dance
series of exercises, and the
experience can only add to their
battle skills.
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Writer Phil Wilcox
and photographer
Terry Champion
have been finding
out how SSVC
transmits a nightly
helping of Home
Front telly —and a
great deal more —
to garrisons around
the world

A SOLDIER switches on the
television or radio one evening
in  his accommodation in
Cyprus or Gibraltar.

Within seconds, he can catch
up on the most recent editions
of his favourite British “soap”
or current affairs programme.

The next morning, back at
work, he watches an up-to-date
video on anything from NBC
training to financial advice.

The fact that he can take
these things for granted is a
tribute to the work of the
Services Sound and Vision
Corporation.

Based at Chalfont St Peter in
Buckinghamshire, the S$SVC
aims “to provide broadcasting,
training support and entertain-
ment for the British Armed
Forces, wherever they serve.”

Every week, even the
farthest-flung garrison is sent
several three-hour cassettes of
UK television programmes.

And, through the corpora-
tion’s radio arm — the British
Forces Broadcasting Service
(BFBS) - stations as far apart as
Germany and Belize are kept
up to date on news, sport and
entertainment.

Of course, any land-
line, microwave or satel-
lite link is fallible, but
the SSVC has thought of
that as well.

All equipment, facil-
ities and systems
installed by the organ-
isation are backed up by
its own mobile engineers
and workshops.

Like Topsy, the SSVC,
which this year celebrates the
tenth anniversary of its
formation from the merger of
the BFBS with the long-
established Services Kinema
Corporation, has “growed and
growed”.

The advent of satellite
broadcasting meant that, once
the official go-ahead had been
given, it was able to establish
TV links to Servicemen in the
Gulf within a relatively short
time.

Keeping abreast of the times,

3 J/

Mary-Jane Halser, a BFBS broadcaster, in one of the radio studios at SSVC. “We are on the air from
0600 to 2300 UK time, seven days a week, with a wide-ranging mixture of news, music, drama and
sport, 122 per cent of which is live,” she says

here’s alot on

he box tonight!

the SSVC’s Technology En-
hanced Training (TET) Centre
offers its services to outside
organisations and government
departments.

The centre, which incorpo-
rates such facilities as inter-
active video and computer-
based training, provides generic
training materials for subjects
which include management and
PC skills and language training.

It can also advise on and
provide solutions for customn-
ised training packages and

systems specific to the needs of
any organisation, said technical
training co-ordinator Graham
Leckey.

Among SSVC’s recent devel-
opments is the command,
control, communications and
information simulator pro-
duced for the Metropolitan
Police and used in crowd-
control training.

“This system undoubtedly
will have great potential within
the Armed Services as new and
more efficient ways of simulat-

ing situations are sought,” Mr
Leckey said.

Another departure for SSVC
has been the establishment of
Chaltec, its wholly-owned
subsidiary sales and marketing
company which operates shops
in the UK and, among other
services, makes corporate and
specialist videos.

Chaltec’s profits are channel-
led into SSVC, in turn enabling
the latter to donate financial
surpluses to Service welfare

@ Turn to next page.
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On the box

® From Page 21

funds. The Army in Germany,
for example, can thank SSVC
for at least some of its sailing
dinghies, to say nothing of the
new washing machines now
adorning a barrack block in
Gibraltar. And the Federation
of Army Wives benefits to the
tune of £50,000 each year.

All aeons away from those
far-off times in the Fifties when
the likes of Lt Frank Bough
and 2nd Lt Barry Davies used
to broadcast on the British
Forces Network, when the
thought of putting a man into
orbit, let alone a satellite, was
pure fantasy and video simply
meant “I see” in Latin.

“These days,” said Alan
Grace, the corporation’s Head
of Administration (Broadcast-
ing), “we are part of the fabric
of Service life in countries
in Europe and the Middle
East.

“Apart from radio and TV
programmes, we supply videos
of established or ready-made
films. Of course, people still
like to go to one of our on-the-
spot cinemas. In fact, one of the
big successes in the Gulf was
SSVC’s ‘Desert Cinema’. It was
a rare night out for the
soldiers.”

After the Falklands cam-
paign, explained SSVC’s pub-
licity manager, former soldier
Roger Edward-Jones, thou-
sands of TV sets were given to
troops by a grateful British
nation.

However, there were
obviously no high street dealers
to maintain them so, as a
perpetual donation, SSVC sent
out a permanent maintenance
man.

By the time the Gulf War
came along, things were better
organised. Projects were
funded from the outset, with a
fully-equipped REME lorry
being despatched as a mobile
workshop.

Service schools are also
beginning to realise the benefits
of the SSVC providing them
with equipment and back-up,
as are security organisations
within and outside the Army,
who, according to Mr Edward-
Jones, are installing hundreds
of security devices in the UK
and Germany.

The production department
at Chalfont can provide official
film and video production,
training packs and 35mm slide
reproduction among its ser-
vices.

“If an Army unit is holding a
training lecture, for example,
and has taken slides for that
purpose, our film strips and
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Germany and Cyprus. Behind the lens is Graham Reed

slides manager can reproduce
them once or even 20 times
within two weeks,” said Mr
Edward-]Jones.

“This could be very useful
for, say, a TA unit command-
ing officer who :
wants each out-
lying platoon to
have the same
message.”’

On the broad-
casting side,
Alan Grace feels
that one of the
most interesting
things which the
SSVC does is to |-
run programmes
in the Far East
for the Gurkhas.

“We have de-
veloped it to take
in all Gurkhas
based in Belize,
the Falklands
and Church Crookham,” he
said.

“One of our boasts is that
one of the first fax machines
ever seen in Kathmandu
belonged to the BFBS.”

Traditionally, the corpora-
tion’s engineers are the back-
room boys and girls who work
on the non-glamorous side and
are not normally in the
forefront of activity, said Colin

David Goldsmith, SSVC's
Head of Production (Film
and Video)

Rugg, SSVC’s engineering
director. But they had their
moment of glory out in the Gulf,
when, after a directive from the
British Commander, Gen Sir
Peter de la Billiere, TV pictures
were laid on for
troops virtually
overnight.

“I don’t know
of any other
organisation
which could have
set it up with
such alacrity,”
said Mr Rugg.

SSVC’s deputy
director engin-
eering, Brian
Scott said:
“There was a
‘corral’ of trail-
ers, including
one with a 12ft
satellite dish on
the back of it,
another carrying a transmitter
cabin and another with a 75ft
telescopic tower.”

It had given him a kick, he
admitted, to see at one time a
couple of dozen soldiers sitting
under canvas watching live TV,
courtesy of some spare capacity
on the European Space Agency
satellite — and some small
dishes stuck on sandbags . . .

“Although the antenna

“‘Are you sitting comfortably?” Lorna Stevens, one of the SSVC children’s television presenters, rehearses a

usually pointed towards
Europe, it had proved possible
to alter it to point towards
Cyprus and Saudi and bounce
the BBC European TV signals
to get the 9 O’Clock News as it
went out.

Now, thanks partly to
lessons learned in the Gulf,
SSVC can offer chunks of its
output, time-shifted by several
hours, to places such as Goose
Bay and Ascension Island.

“In Europe and the Medi-
terranean, the TV is live and
radio, using digital methods, is
live throughout the world,”
said Colin Rugg.

Not only that, but, in
August, in the second phase of
drastic changes to the Falk-
lands TV service, the amount
of broadcasting there is to be
doubled to 12 hours per day.

Another coup for SSVC is
live televison currently being
sent out to five sites in Croatia.

Heading the department
responsible for the production
of all military training films is
David Goldsmith.

Currently enjoying his 38th
year in the job, his memories
stretch from the days of the
Army Kinematograph Service
through the 1950s to the
present, award-laden organ-
isation.
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programme for transmission to

“We make about 75 to 80
programmes a year — the largest
amount in Europe,” he said.

“Last year, we won 11
international awards, including
two grand prix awards where
there were 18 nations compet-
ing, including China. Without
boasting, we are internationally
recognised as the foremost in
the documentary and training
film world.”

The film and video produc-
tion department also produces
vast numbers of slides, training
packs and training catalogues.

“A lot of people don’t realise
that we are producing the
equivalent of 15 feature length
films every year,” Mr Gold-
smith said.

A significant pointer to the
times, perhaps, is indicated by
the subject matter of some of
the productions: they range
from Aids to drug-taking and
marriage guidance.

One of the latest releases,
Home From Home, a video
made for the Federation of
Army Wives by an in-house
producer, aims to introduce
Service wives to life in
Northern Ireland.

Highlight of the year
promises to be The Gulf
Conflict — a self-explanatory
three-part video described by

.

Engineer Karen Sweeney and Senior Engineer Bob Martin at

O T

Chalfont with satellite dish used in the Gulf. With colleagues Chris
Russell and John Bennett they broadcast for BFBS Middle East at
the time of the conflict. All have been presented with Gulf Medals

Mr Goldsmith as “the defin-
itive version” which was due to
be shown for the first time at
the Admiralty Cinema in July.

‘We did the same for the
Falklands, in four parts,” said
David Goldsmith. “We’ve gone
for the key players — all the
commanders — using estab-
lished footage from the BBC,
ITN, CNN and

so on and a total
of 450 hours shot Bg
on Super VHS

by military per-
sonnel which has
had to be trans-
ferred to the
BETA system.”

All seven pro-
ducers in the department come
from different parts of the
cinema and TV industry, he
explained, providing a com-
bination of experience which
worked ex-tremely well.

This year’s output includes
films on Army traditions,
nuclear and biological defence,
post-traumatic stress disorder,
range safety and the preserva-
tion of farmers’ fields.

“I think I have been in this
place so long that no subject is
unusual to me, because the
scope is so tremendously
wide,” said David Goldsmith.

When the organisation began

The Services
Sound and Vision
Corporation

in 1943 as the Army Kinemato-
graph Service, the combined
talents of Graham Greene,
Peter Ustinov and David Niven
were used to make the war-time
film They Were Not Divided —
now regarded as a classic.

“Post-war we used to make
seven or eight films a year,
progressing to 16mm film, then
in the 1960s TV
raised its ugly
head and we
decided to bran-
ch out.

“We invested
in our first colour
unit, a light-
weight  set-up
manned by three
people — a contrast to the BBC’s
big scanner.”

One regret Mr Goldsmith has
is that all the footage shot in the
Gulf was on video and, since no
one yet knows accurately how
many years video tape is going
to last, there is the possibility
that there might ultimately be
no archival material.

The same applied to recent
vital world events such as the
bringing down of the Berlin
Wall and the collapse of
Communism.

“On the other hand, there is
still some marvellous early
1900s and First World War

material available on film. It is
a bit jerky, but it has lasted,”
Mr Goldsmith said.

Black and white 35mm film
shot in the Second World War
has also survived.

“We know that when we
transfer that to videotape it will
still be perfect.”

In contrast, when videotape
was copied, he added, there
was a clearly discernible
deterioration in quality.

“It’s a question of immedia-
cy. A satellite dish will be set
up at 4 o’clock in a hotel room
and two hours later, the item —
shot on video tape — will be on
the news.

“Film, however, has to be
processed and is nothing like so
immediate. Video is cheaper,
quicker and only needs single
camera units, with no re-takes
to do.”

Ninety-five per cent of the
production department’s out-
put is shot on location,
although before now an
authentic German bar has been
constructed in the studio, and
the corporation’s boardroom
purloined to represent a Soviet
general’s conference room.

All part of the profession-
alism in evidence at SSVC,
which can also boast:

@ Dubbing suites, where
voice-overs from actor Edward
Fox have been known to be
recorded one day, and a nuclear
explosion simulated on a
synthesizer the next;

® Banks of video tape re-
corders simultaneously copying
programmes for overseas;

@ Editing suites producing, for
example, trailers for forth-

' coming programmes;

@ Workshops making parts for
old machines, and a loan pool
of audio visual equipment
including monitors, cameras
and VCRs.

As Roger Edward-Jones said:
“Ten years ago, the studios
here were empty. Now, our TV
and radio facilities are over-
used: people have to book.

“And if someone in any
Army unit suddenly realises
that they are going to need a
film on, say, health and safety
in workshops, why go any-
where else? We are competi-
tive, professional and trust-
worthy.”

Of course, besides the studio
facilities at Chalfont, there is
the BFBS headquarters in
Paddington, not to mention
CSE (Combined Services En-
tertainment), successor to the
famous ENSA.

But that’s another story . . .
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IN A FEW short hours brim-
ming with poignancy, the
Royal Hampshire Regiment
publicly bade farewell to its
home city of Winchester last
month.

A fiercely proud county regi-
ment, the Hampshires are due
to amalgamate with the Queen’s
Regiment on September 9 to
form the Princess of Wales’s

: Royal Regiment
. PL) (Queen’s and Royal
is Hampshires).

Sadness tinged with pride, as young. ..

Poignant time
for Hampshire

Taking the salute outside the
Guildhall as more than 800
serving and past “Tigers”, led
by two 60-strong guards from
the 1st Battalion with its
Colours, passed along the
Broadway, was the regiment’s
Colonel-in-Chief, the Princess
of Wales.

End of the parade was
marked by a bitter-sweet
rendering of “Auld Lang Syne”
by the regimental band and
corps of drums.

* iy

1510 [ 41 L 8
1st Battalion Colours on public show at Winchester for the last time
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At a service held shortly
afterwards in  Winchester
Cathedral, attended by more
than 1,300 people, the Bishop
of Winchester, the Rt Rev
Colin James, paid tribute to the
regiment in a moving address.

“Rooted in the town and
villages of Hampshire, it has
instilled a sense of pride in
them, both in peace and war,”
he said.

As the Regular Army had

gradually taken shape, there
had been a sense of belonging, a
feeling of mutual loyalty and
respect between the Hamp-
shires and the county which
owned the
supplied its men.

regiment and

“Apart from retaining their

Tiger and Rose symbol when
the amalgamation takes place,
the regiment will take with it
the affection and support of the
Hampshire people.”

Later, to the obvious delight
of guests, the Princess went on
a lengthy “walkabout” at the
regiment’s Peninsula Barracks
in the city.

She is to remain as
Colonel-in-Chief of the new
regiment, which will have two

Phil Wilcox
Pictures:
Terry Champion

Regular battalions and two
Territorials.

The 1st Battalion, to be
commanded by Lt Col Mike

Reeve-Tucker, current CO of

the 1st Battalion, will form at
Colchester.

The 2nd Battalion, to form at
Canterbury, will be comman-
ded by Lt Col David Wake,
currently commanding 2 Bn,
The Queen’s Regiment, there.

Brig Bob Long, Colonel of

the Hampshires, said: “We are
united in our support of the
new regiment: the amalgama-
tion is a pretty sensible move.
But deep down inside all of us,
we were a Tiger, we are a Tiger
— and we always will be a
Tiger.. >

Nonagenarian Ernie Billett thor-
oughly enjoyed the day,
although he had mixed feelings,
and his comments on the
amalgamation were unprint-
able...

A sergeant who fought with
the regiment at the Somme and
Passchendaele and, in his own
words, “had a second go at the
Boche”, serving with the Tigers
in the Second World War, he
enlisted when he was 15 at the
King’s Arms in Christchurch,
Hampshire.

During the cathedral service
attended by Princess Diana, he
was one of three representa-
tives of the regiment who were

chosen to turn over a page in
appropriate Books of Re-
membrance, to the sound of the
Last Post.

...take part in
their regiment’s
final public parade

Left - The Princess
of Wales with Brig
Tim Glass, late
Royal Hamps and
former CO of the
regiment. These
days, as Director
Public Relations
(Army), he is more
used to working
behind the scenes
with the press than
being spotlighted
¥l by them...
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THE ECOLOGICAL Earth
Summit in Rio gave a good
indication of just how far the
western world still has to go in
its efforts to help the green
cause across the globe.

Much nearer home, north of
Paderborn in Germany, the
Army’s Sennelager Training
Centre (STC) might be able to
teach the rest of the world a
thing or two.

Currently celebrating  its
centenary, the centre owes its
origins to a local innkeeper and
three other investors who
bought shares in the poor and
sandy terrain - with a
26

grave- -digger turn-
ing over each piece
of land as it was

purchased . . .
The objective was to create a
“German Aldershot”” - a

training area based on the
British Army manoeuvre
ground there and at The
Curragh.

In July 1892, soldiers of the
Buckeburger Jager, forerun-
ners of many thousands of
troops of all nationalities, were
the first to train there.

Their commandant, first of a
long line of German officers
leading up to 1945, was

Words: Phil Wilcox
Pictures: Mike Weston

s

. and now. The original guardroom at STC, which dates back to 1910, and the present day, almost identical,

Maj Chris Brown,
STC centenary
projects officer,
displays one of ten
road signs which
he commissioned
as part of the
celebrations. Six
new names have
been created and
four old npames
revived, mainly in
the original Prus-
sian script, on blue

&

building. Pte Liz Finney and Cpl Peter Gay (3 Armoured Ambulance) add a bit of 1990s authenticity

Generalmajor von
Trotha, predeces-
sor by 98 years of
the present holder of the post,
Brig Colin Groves.

Over the century, Sennela-
ger’s 120 sq km of training area
and ranges have witnessed
phenomena such as local
farmers towing metal targets
for the Germans to practise
shooting, not to mention secret
tank snorkelling experiments
carried out in a man-made
basin.

But perhaps the most
remarkable fact is that, despite
(or, more accurately, because

of) the vast amount of warlike
activity by humans which has
gone on throughout the years,
alongside them a whole range of
wildlife, flora and fauna — much

of it virtually extinct in
surrounding regions - has
flourished.

“Sixty per cent of the area is
wooded, the rest is open space
and, with minimum use of
fertilisers and the cleanest
water in  Europe, it's an
absolute gift for wildlife and
nature,”’ said Maj Chris Brown,
1 QLR, a former Chief Range
Officer at Sennelager.

““A hundred years ago, this

was just a huge sandy area, with
expanses of wild heather, no
trees and no people,” he
explained, “but in time several
villages, including Sennelager
itself, grew up.”

After the First World War,
the training area was little used
until the late 1930s, when there
was an increase in military
activity.

Quick growing pine was
planted, so that, by the end of
the Second World War, when
the training facilities had been
captured by the Americans, the
appearance of the rolling heath
had taken on a new shape, with

Deputy Commandant Ken

plenty of tactical cover.

Today, the area caters for
infantry training, with a lands
maintenance team being re-
sponsible for conservation of
the landscape, erosion preven-
tion and water purity.

An expert ecological panel,
set up in the 1980s, acknow-
ledged that the military
presence had helped to preserve
the present natural environ-
ment.

“Apart from several en-
dangered plant species which
thrive on the nitrogen-free,
high grade mineralled and good
irradiated soil, there are

Lalght with range map

Eco-friendly Sennelager

numerous types of insects and
more than 100 species of
nesting birds which have all but
been wiped out — except in the
training area,” said Maj Brown.

The black stork, thought to
have been extinct for over a
hundred years, was now
breeding in small numbers at
Sennelager.

And a startled officer on an
early morning fishing expedi-
tion at one of the training area’s

man-made “pioneer’” lakes
recently reported the sighting
of a baboon to Range
Control . . .

“Of course, with this being

an ongoing and very busy Nato
range, 1 need to be a
professional soldier first and a
conservationist second,” Maj
Brown said.

“If the Army needed to
knock down some trees so the
soldiers could fire in a
particular direction, for exam-
ple, then down they would
come.”

Meanwhile, as project officer
for the training centre’s
centenary, he has been ensur-
ing that some at least will
survive,

Among other ideas which he

® Turn to next page
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Ruined building at Haustenbeck, the “ghost village” on the ranges

which suffered a similar fate earlier this century to Salisbury

Plain’s Imber village

@ From Page 27
recently enjoyed seeing come to
fruition were the planting of
two willow trees by the WRVS
beside the commandant’s lake
and an avenue of 100 linden
trees near the abandoned
Haustenbeck village in the
middle of the ranges.

Due to leave the Army later
this year, former Para Maj
Brown said: “The last 46 years
here demonstrate that it is
possible for a military establish-
ment and an ecological sanctu-
ary to exist side by side. And it
is a pleasant thought that,
whatever I do in the future,
those trees will outlast me.”

The centenary celebrations
were all part of cementing the
already cordial relationships
with the local community,
explained deputy commandant
Lt Col Ken Laight.

“For the foreseeable future
there will be a military training
area here, under the control of
the British. But one has to bear
in mind that the STC is on
federal land and the locals must
have a say in what goes on.”

With in excess of 75,000
infantry  soldiers passing
through each year, working the
ranges for 46 out of 52 weeks,
the place was rarely quiet, he
said.

With the advent of compute-
rised simulation training, he
could see the time coming when
there would be no wholesale
moving of vehicles and no noise
or inconvenience to the
surrounding population.

And the wildlife, which is
contained in the centre of the
firing areas and is therefore out
of range, would flourish even
28

more. In the meantime, Col
Laight, who finds himself
based at an establishment
which has seen soldiers of
opposing sides trained from
Boer War to Gulf War, where
Kaiser Bill once dined in the
mess and British POWs were
held, might ponder on the
words of Fd Marshal Mont-
gomery which have become
strangely apposite again.

In his foreword to the BAOR
Training Centre manual in
1945, he wrote: “The quality of
the British Army has never
been higher. The standard
must be maintained. But we
must face drastic economies.
Moreover, the British Army of
the Rhine is passing through a
difficult and testing time due to
changeover in peacetime condi-
tions.

“The BAOR Training Cen-
tre has been formed to assist
formation and unit comman-
ders in the difficult task of
maintaining a high standard of
imaginative and up-to-date
training.

“Never before have such
training facilities been available
in any theatre: they should
form the cornerstone on which
the future training of the Rhine
Army will rest . ..”

@® A copy of SOLDIER was
among articles placed in mini
time capsules buried last month
as part of Sennelager’s Centen-
ary Day events.

Other items in the concrete
master capsule — intended to
remain undisturbed until after
2092 - including badges and
insignia, messages from com-
manding officers and 1992
programme schedules for the
British Forces Broadcasting
Service.

Each day at one o'clock precisely,
‘Tam the Gun’ carries on a popular
tradition maintained in Edinburgh for
more than 130 years

AS CROWDS of tourists wait
expectantly, cameras at the
ready, SSgt Tom McKay of 105
Air Defence Regiment RA
checks his stopwatch with
British Telecom in his quarters
situated on the lower defences
of Edinburgh Castle.

After inspecting his uniform
in the three-quarter length
mirror on the wall just inside
the outside door, Britain’s only
District Gunner marches up the
well-worn steps of the ancient
fortress to the Mills Mount
Battery, writes George
Robinson.

At five minutes to one, the
white-gloved gunner loads his
25-pounder QF Howitzer with
military precision, elevates the
barrel and fires the 50-year-old

field piece exactly on the stroke
of one o’clock.

A mile away across the
natural valley separating Calton
Hill from the Castle, the time
ball mounted on the top of the
mast of the Nelson Monument
drops at precisely the same time
as the gun is fired.

The time ball was mounted
on the monument in 1852 to
provide an accurate time check
to ships lying in the Firth of
Forth. When the ships’
captains spied through their
telescopes the metal ball
descending, they adjusted their
chronometers to exactly one
o’clock.

Nine years later the city
council decided that the
citizens could use an audible

g )

A crowd gather as, at 12.55, SSgt McKay loads the Howitzer
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time signal to check their
pocket watches and clocks, and
applied to the Secretary of War
for the use of one of the Castle’s
guns.

A civic deputation met Sir
John Douglas, the Adjutant
General, and Colonel McLean,
the Commander of the Artillery
in North Britain, and the
officers agreed to supply a field
gun on the fortress’s battle-
ments, and a team of
artillerymen from Leith Fort
who would operate it under the
supervision of the Castle’s
Master Gunner.

The exact time was supplied
from a master clock in the
observatory next to the monu-
ment, and the clock for the gun
was connected to Calton Hill by
a steel cable 4,000ft long and
weighing 3 cwt, the longest
span ever attempted in the
world at that time. The massive
cable was rigged over the
houses of the city in two days
by sailors from Leith and
connected inside the monu-
ment by men of the Royal
Engineers.

After several tests which
nearly frightened the citizens to
death as various charges were
experimented with, the One
O’Clock Gun was ready for its

SSgt Tom “Tam the Gun" McKay continues the long tradition firing Edinburgh’s unique time gun

first official performance in
June 1861.

Three hundred of the
capital’s most distinguished
citizens gathered outside the
observatory with one eye on the
time ball and the other on the
Castle. At one o’clock, as they
scrutinised their watches, not a
sound was heard from the
battlements.

The fuses which had been
supplied by Woolwich Arsenal
were faulty and the VIPs left
without touching the bottles of
wine provided for the historic
occasion. The guests turned up
at the same time the next day,
but again the One O’Clock Gun
failed to fire.

This time it was not the
artillery’s fault as the ball had
not dropped far enough down
the mast to trigger the
mechanism.

On the third day Calton Hill
was deserted, but at one o’clock
exactly, a loud bang was heard
from Master Gunner Finlay’s
24-pounder on the Half Moon
Battery, while at the same
moment the time ball dropped
down the mast.

The experiment was a
success and other towns and
cities in the United Kingdom
wanted their own time guns.

The overhead cable hanging
over the east end of the city was
dismantled after 18 months,
much to the relief of the
citizens as it kept snapping, and
an electric wire was installed by
Messrs Ritchie, the firm who
supplied the clock.

In 1895 the time service was
moved from the observatory on
Calton Hill to the newly-built
Royal Observatory in the
Blackfords. The gun was still
under the supervision of the
Master Gunner at the Castle.
During the First World War
the time signals were discon-
tinued in deference to the
soldiers recovering from shell
shock in the city’s hospitals and
sanatoriums. After the war the
service was resumed using an
18-pounder field gun.

During the Second World
War the gun was towed away to
defend the coast against enemy
attack but as soon as peace had
been declared the One O’Clock
Gun was back in action fired by
District Gunner Bob Thomson.
Bob was succeeded by Sgt Peter
Currie, an Old Contemptible
who had won the Military
Medal serving with the Royal
Artillery at the Battle of the
Somme,

He was followed by Sgt

Taylor, who had the honour of
firing the gun at the centennial
celebration in 1961. Cpl
McCarthy took over the duties
in 1968 and three years later the
gun was moved to Mills Mount
as the Half Moon Battery had
been weakened by a mysterious
explosion during a performance
of the Edinburgh Military
Tattoo.

In 1972 a real character
arrived at the Castle to take
over the gun. Dixie Deans, a
former Battery Quartermaster
Sergeant, was not given to
suffering fools or tourists gladly
and when an American visitor
asked the gunner what time the
One O’Clock Gun went off,
Dixie politely replied “Two
o’clock, sir!”

The present District Gunner,
SSgt Tom McKay, took over
the firing and maintenance of
the gun in 1979. “Tam the
Gun”, as he is known in the
regiment and at the Castle, is
aware of his responsibilities as
District Gunner. A keen
amateur military historian, he
takes a pride in carrying out a
tradition which, except for two
world wars, Sundays and
public holidays, has been
maintained in the Scottish
capital for more than 130 years.
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Bob Fullard, ex Ryal cots,

supervision of Pam Durie

prepares

lunch under the
paintings in St Dunstan’s

¥

Geordies Ernie Brown and Reg Goding have framed most of the

Training helps blind soldiers rebuild their lives

St Dunstan’s sheds

light on a dark world

SAPPER Gary Lomas was blinded
while clearing mines with 33
Engineer Regiment (EOD) after
the Gulf War, but thanks to an
organisation at Brighton he is now
studying for university.

Rfn Steve Pendleton of the 2nd
Battalion, The Royal Green
Jackets, lost his sight during
operations in Northern Ireland last
year.

With the support of St
Dunstan’s Ian Fraser House at
Ovingdean near Brighton, he is
determined to rebuild his life, as a
social worker.

In the last few years several
young Servicemen have found new
hope at St Dunstan’s, founded in
1915 to help First World War
casualties come to terms with their
disability.

At Ovingdean they mix with

Ray’s symbol of hope

TIME hangs heavily for a newly-blinded person. So
when Ray Hazan from St Dunstan’s first makes contact
he takes with him a braille watch.

It is the first aid to independence, and with it comes
hope.

Ray knows from experience. He was blinded by a
parcel bomb in Northern Ireland while serving with
The Royal Anglian Regiment. He also lost one hand
and part of the index finger on the other, and was
partially deafened.

The training facilities at Ovingdean are just the first
step for the blinded ex-Serviceman. St Dunstan’s
London headquarters controls an organisation whose
welfare officers visit each St Dunstaner family twice a
year.

In Britain there are 654, of whom 636 attribute their
blindness to service in the Second World War or since.
Eighteen served in the First World War. Another 385
blind veterans live overseas.

trained for full-time employment.
Newcomers are helped to adjust
and given braille and typewriting
lessons. Older people are
encouraged to take up a craft.

“The hardest part is getting
employers to give them a chance to
prove what they can do,” said
computer instructor Janis Sharp,
as Steve learned to master the
technology by attempting to
correct nursery rhymes in which
she had deliberately introduced
mistakes.

One of her pupils was now with
American Express, another in
computer programming and a
third had his own physiotherapy
practice. She was sure Steve would
fulfil his ambition of becoming a
social work counsellor.

Among the old guard is Jerry
Lynch, who had the top of his

veterans of earlier wars, some of
whom have only recently lost their sight.

The effects of malnutrition and tropical
diseases — even gassing from the First
World War — can take years to destroy the
eyes.

Of the 41 new people who arrived at St
Dunstan’s last year, 11 were losing their
sight because of their experiences in POW
camps in the Far East.

“Being blind is not the end of the line
for a Serviceman or woman,” said Lt Col
David Bray, manager of Ian Fraser
House. “They are going to live a satisfied
working life and retire at the end of it.”

Under the training officer at Ovingdean
are six instructors. Among unrivalled
facilities are a swimming pool and holiday
30

facilities for couples. Nearby in Brighton,
Pearson House is a residential home for
elderly but fit St Dunstaners. It has a
nursing wing which cares for the
bedridden.

Steven Pendleton, who lost a leg and
most of his sight in a helicopter crash in
Northern Ireland last year, is being
prepared to take on the modern world with
the help of computers. Voice boxes costing
£800 allow him to “‘read” what he types.
He has access to typed or printed material
through a document scanner, a recent
development which has opened up many
new employment possibilities in offices.

Because of their age, not all men and
women going to St Dunstan’s can be

head blown off in 1944 as he
approached the Belgian border with the
9th Battalion, The Cameronians. The
same thing happened to his late uncle,
Danny Lynch, with the Munster Rifles in
1915. Both were trained at St Dunstan’s.

“QOur patrol was pinned down in a ditch
and we were called back to allow a mortar
barrage,” he said. “The first man made it
across a road but a sniper had lined up and
was waiting for me.”

The bullet went into the back of his
head and out of the top. His uncle had a
silver plate inserted into his skull; Jerry
was one of the first to have a titanium
plate. He jokes he has more scrap value
now.

After his initial training, Jerry was a

-~

and met - in the handicraft department

Flalph Preece restores a chair: the highest standards are set -

L

'Jerry Lynch, a former Cameronian, draws a bead with the help of Ernie Elliott, ex RAF

shopkeeper for seven years. He married,
started a family, then retrained at St
Dunstan’s as an engineer and worked as an
electrostatic paint sprayer.

Made redundant, he returned to train in
braille shorthand and worked for Barclays
Bank for 13 years as a telephonist. He
competes at archery against sighted
competitors and is a keen jazz drummer.

St Dunstan’s began in a house in
Regent’s Park, London, given by an
American financier in 1915 and named

after a large clock bought from St
Dunstan-in-the-West, Fleet Street.

The organisation was founded by Sir
Arthur Pearson, publisher of the Daily
Express and Evening Standard, who
devoted himself to working for the blind
after losing his own sight in 1913. He
achieved astonishing results with blinded
soldiers during the First World War,
returning many to society as independent,
working citizens.

In that first year 51 men learned

Rfn Steve Pendleton, 2 RGJ, makes
progress on a computer after losing his
sight and a leg in a helicopter crash.
Janis Sharp helps him to a new career in
counselling

occupations such as boot repairing,
joinery, poultry farming and market
gardening. Today, St Dunstaners include
lawyers, chartered accountants, managers
and ministers. One former boy seaman
became a university professor.

Women who served in the Land Army
or munitions are also eligible.

For the blind, learning how to live at
home is a vital process in which wives can
help. Couples can stay in training flats at
Ovingdean as they both gain confidence.

“Partners have to learn not to be
over-protective,” said training officer
Christine Dickens, “while the blind must
learn to be independent, and discover
when to go for help.”

When Bob Fullard, blinded in 1945
while serving with the Royal Scots, returns
to St Dunstan’s it is the only time he is
allowed to do the cooking. At home, his
French wife prefers to do it herself.

After training at St Dunstan’s, Bob
spent 20 years as a civil servant in the
Treasury. He also took a degree in French
— in France.

Accepting that their sight will not return
is a major hurdle for new arrivals. During
and after the world wars there was a great
camaraderie among blind soldiers rebuild-
ing their lives together. That remains so
with the older St Dunstaners, who
encourage the younger members.

“It all depends on the individual,” says
former gunner Ralph Preece, who was hit
near the German border in March 1945.
“At 20 you are more resilient.”

He has never seen his wife, two children
or four grandchildren but is not
complaining. “You may be blind, but you
can still touch!”
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Personally speaking

Help is

at hand
for lone
parents

WHILE IT may be surpris-
ing to some that the Army
has quite a number of
serving lone parents — both
men and women — it merely
underlines the fact that the
Services are not immune
from general social trends.

Change in society is
illustrated by:
® The Children Act,

laying down that parental
responsibility is still shared
after marital separation;

@® The increasingly
acceptable trend for cou-
ples to live together before
marriage; and

@® The Sex Discrimina-
tion Act, ruling that Service-
women should continue to
serve after Statutory
Maternity Leave.

In 1989, when there
were 153,386 divorces in
England and Wales, 17 per
cent of families with
dependent children were
headed by a single parent.

In 1990, 200,000 births
were outside marriage

(28.3 per cent) and more
than 1.9 million were in
one-parent families.

Next April the Children
Support Act comes into
effect, with the aim of
providing a better system
of maintenance for all
children in accordance with
society's belief that a child
has a right wherever
possible to financial help
from both parents.

This law will apply to
Service parents both at
home and abroad.

The Ministry of Defence
is developing new policies
to encompass these social
changes, including a re-
view of marital categories.

Meanwhile the National
Council for One Parent
Families, 225 Kentish
Town Road, London NW5
2LX, can help and advise
not only lone parents —
those who are widowed,
separated or unmarried -
but also welfare groups
and advisers.

Housing
team
gets up
to speed

WITH TIME closing in for
those due out in Septem-
ber and October, accom-
modation applications have
been returning to the Joint
Service Housing Advice
Office in Salisbury.

As a result the advisory
team is beginning to build
up a picture of the housing
needs of those heading for
Civvy Street.

One new scheme of
which the office has details
involves Portsmouth Hous-
ing Association, which has
bought 108 MoD flats and
maisonettes in the Stam-
shaw area of the city.

Half that total has been
allocated to the Ministry of
Defence for Service and
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The Joint Service Housing Advice team: With leader

Cdr Bob Cribb, RN are (left to right) Cpl Maxine Cole-
man, WO1 Mark Cockram, Mr Stephen Spencer, Fit Sgt
lan Sadler, Mrs Trish Sinclair and Mr John Seavers

ex-Service nominees, to be
taken up by January 1,
1993.

In order of priority they
will go to redundees,
manning control point leav-
ers, those leaving at the
normal engagement com-

pletion time, and irregular
occupants of married quar-
ters.

Details are obtainable by
writing to JSHAO, HQ
UKLF, OIld Sarum, Salis-
bury, Wilts SP4 GBN

Meanwhile, two

When you keep your SCP

RULES governing the
Special Capital Payment
(SCP) have been revised.

A new formula has been
worked out for the repay-
ment of SCP if, within two
years of leaving the
Service, an officer or other
rank takes up an appoint-
ment reserved for mem-
bers of the Armed Forces.

Appointments  affected
by the new ruling are

Retired Officer grades in
the Civil Service, Accom-
modation Service accoun-
tants in the UK, and
Yeoman Warders at the
Tower of London.

In exceptional cases it
also applies to appoint-
ments made on ministerial
recommendation or to
special ‘‘reserved post”
schemes operated by other
government departments.

Those who will not be
asked to refund their SCP
are Accommodation Ser-
vice accountants in BAOR,
Hong Kong, Cyprus and
Gibraltar; those in other
standard Civil Service
appointments or in the
Police, Fire or Prison
Services; those in TAV-
RAs, PSAOs and NRPS;
and members of the Corps
of Commissionaires.

Telephone: (0223) 844999

Delivery date required
Part exchange
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Send completed coupon to:

IARCGIEANT

Military Export Dept., A.R. Sargeant, FREEPOST CB1092, Cambridge CB3 7BR.

R “’"""IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Bank.. oo A . i T Bt s st ha s s e
7o T8 Lot PR R S ORIk R N S
....................................... PasiGode ceiitai. o
TelNo. Work....ciimi .. Homs, G i
Pastihg date.........0... Placeila i snl a8

AR

32

& HYUNDAI

Housing Advice Centre's
busy team.

They belong to two
civilians from Kennet local
authority — Mr Stephen
Spencer, who is at work
programming the data-
base, and Mr John Sea-
vers, who brings with him
many years' experience in
housing.

JSHAO faces a huge
challenge in helping those

leaving but is there to help,
however large or small the
problem.

Centre head Cdr Bob
Cribb, RN urges anyone
needing advice to phone
on 0722 336222, ext
8350-1, or to send their
completed application
form. available from units.

Details are also in DCI
JS 61-74, 1992,

BAOR students drop
in on Minister

WINNER OF the Windsor
School, Rheindahlen, en-
terprise award for 1992 is
Dylan Williams, one of 12
BAOR students who took
part in this year's annual
industry and commerce
visit to London.

Dylan, who has made
two ftrips with the Mercy
Mission to Romania, orga-
nised his schoolmates in
raising nearly £3,000 for
the appeal.

During the London visit a
call at Sanctuary Building,
new home of the Education
Department, to meet Tim
Tarrent of the School
Branch had an unexpected
twist. The students were
taken by glass-fronted lift to
the seventh floor to meet
Mr Eric Forth, the Par-
liamentary Under Secret-
ary of State for Education.

| have raised various
student issues over the

OFFICERS' wives sepa-
rated from their husbands
because their marriages
are on the rocks seem to
be a more vulnerable group
than others.

| have written before in
SOLDIER that they seem
to fare particularly badly —
and now two more wives
have told me of the
problems they face bring-
ing up a family in
accommodation other than
a married quarter.

One of the main areas of
concern is lack of informa-
tion — about rights and

wife and children.

months and a year
maintenance payments

and one is still waiting.

housing benefit for
accommodation.

a legal basis.
Likewise a claim to

about availability of help when a husband
defaults on maintenance payments to his

The two wives waited between seven
to receive
from
respective major and colonel husbands

In that time they lived on inadequate
money for heating, food and clothing,
one wife relying on income support and
private

Yet Sections 151 and 152 of the Army
Act could have helped both wives in the
interim period before a court order came
to their aid by putting financial matters on

the Officers’
Association or contact with the Army's But
Personal Services section 4b in Empress
State Building, London, or their local
SSAFA branch, would no doubt have

Officers’
wives
stranded
on the
rocks

helped. Electricity and
gas debts could have
been covered by monthly
repayments or financial
help from Service
charities.

One wife told me: “I
should have checked the
legality of my husband’s
‘gentleman’s agreement’
that he would not enter
the house and take items.
“I advise others, if in
doubt, to apply for a court
order.

“I should have check-
ed whether | was entitled
to change door locks at

the start of the problems. Would that
have meant | had deserted him? And

how does one freeze assets?”

their

Wives in such a predicament should
ensure that debts are not in joint names
after separation.

They should check that

building

society joint accounts cannot be closed

rented

or insurance policies redeemed by one

partner without informing the other.
They should apply to the Citizens’

Advice Bureau for help in the UK.

Wives of all ranks or their solicitors can

Financial

approach Ps4b in MoD, Empress State
Building, for advice on how Sections 151
and 152 of the Army Act work,

worries and lack of

maintenance payments when separation

starts are the most common problems.
the key to
information at a time of financial pressure
from day one.
similar problems to write to me.

their solution is

| ask other wives with

past months and Tim
Tarrent felt it would be
beneficial for the visitors to
discuss them directly with
the minister.

One student spoke of the
difficulty of applying for a
grant when he had not lived
in the UK for 16 years.

Another mentioned that
he and his colleagues were
not always kept informed of
changes in the British
education system. He was
supported by teacher Peter
Sainsbury, who had not
seen excellent leaflets
which would be relevant for
his seven-year-old son.

The minister assured his
visitors that all the issues
they had raised would be
investigated and Windsor
School would be informed
of the outcome.

The student's week-long
trip. to the UK was made
possible with the help of
various organisations in-
cluding Lloyds Bank, Sur-
rey University, the Houses
of Parliament, Royal Ordn-
ance (who sponsored a
minibus), Help the Aged,
Mars Confectionery and
the Movements Wing at
Luton, with further spon-

Dylan Williams: Windsor
School award-winner

sorship from the Dulverton
Trust.

They visited the offices
of Help the Aged and St
Luke's Day Centre, where
they gave a £150 cheque
to the pensioners.

@ One item on students’
minds is the anxious matter
of juggling their bank
accounts while they are in
higher education.

Most need an overdraft,
which banks generally will
allow up to £400 without
charging interest.

My advice to students is
to treat their overdraft only
as a safety net and to tell
the bank if they can't
manage. Bank staff will
usually be supportive and
helpful in working out a
sensible solution.

University hotline

HELP IS at hand for
Service parents still looking
for university and college
places for their sons and
daughters.

The telephone hotline
run by the Independent
Schools Information Ser-
vice (ISIS) is open until
September 11.

A computer and extra
telephone capacity  will
speed up the handling of
inquiries and referrals.

The hotline will help
young people seeking
further  education after
GCSE or who wish to
improve their grades.

John Towey, formerly
with the Service Children's
Education Authority and
now the senior consultant
of ISIS International, said:
“Working together with
Conferences for Indepen-
dent Further Education
(CIFE) enables us to put
the complementary re-
sources of our two orga-
nisations at the disposal of

the public.

“With 26 colleges in full
membership of CIFE and
seven in candidate mem-
bership, offering residential
hostel accommodation and
approved digs, we hope
that parents and students
will find the hotline of help."”

The hotline numbers for
parents and students are:
071-233 7297; 071-233
7397, 071-630 8793.

Benefits guide

ALL THOSE leaving
school, college or universi-
ty should make sure they
get a copy of “A Young
People’'s Guide to Social
Security” (FB 23 1992)
produced by the Benefits
Agency.

Giving Social Security
and National Insurance
details for school leavers
and students, it is available
free from Post Offices,
BFPOs and HIVEs.
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Write to:
SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road,
Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU.

LIl jealously guards

Iits sash distinction

ON THE subject of Light
Infantry serjeants’ sashes,
from the adoption of the first
pattern tunic in 1855 the
regulations laid down that
infantry officers should wear
their sashes over the left
shoulder and tie them on the
right hip; infantry serjeants
were to wear them in the
reverse manner.

It appears, however, that
from this date the serjeants of
the 13th Light Infantry tied
their sashes on the right hip.

A vast amount of research
was carried out in my late
regiment to discover the
reason for this; none was ever
found.

The custom certainly owes
nothing to the performance of
the 13th Foot at Culloden,
Killiecrankie or Jellalabad.
The serjeants’ custom re-
mained unofficial until autho-
rised by an Army Order of
1865.

With the introduction of
the fifth pattern tunic in 1902,
infantry officers changed to a
waist sash tied on the left hip.

Officers of the Somerset
Light Infantry (the successors
to the 13th) decided to
disobey this order and wear
the sash tied on the right side
to conform to their serjeants’

custom. After many petitions
this somewhat illogical dev-
iation was finally authorised
by an Army Order of 1931.
When the Somerset Light
Infantry and the Duke of
Cornwall’s Light Infantry
amalgamated in 1959, author-
ity was granted for both the
officers and serjeants to tie
their sashes on the right hip;
similarly on the formation of
the Light Infantry in 1968 the
same authority was given.
Today Light Infantry offic-

ers do not wear sashes but our
serjeants continue to tie theirs
on the right.

This custom may be totally
illogical and its origin
unknown but it remains a
distinction that identifies our
serjeants from those of the
rest of the infantry; as such
we guard it jealously. — Maj
Hugo White, late Somerset
Light Infantry, Light In-
fantry County Secretary
(Cornwall), The Keep,
Bodmin,

Queen Victoria’s command

INFORMATION contained
in correspondence on the
“Right Way to Wear a Sash”
is interesting, but not
complete.

The honour to wear the
sash on the left shoulder was
granted over 100 years before
the Somerset Light Infantry
amalgamated with the Duke
of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.

After the battle against the
Afghans which resulted in
victory by Gen Sale’s brigade
at Jellalabad, Queen Victoria
granted the following honours
to the Somerset Light
Infantry (13th Foot):

@® The cap badge would
contain a mural crown in the
shape of a fort above the
Light Infantry Bugle, the
whole being ropped by a scroll
bearing the battle honour
Jellalabad.

® Furthermore, all war-
rant officers and serjeants
would have the honour to
wear their sash on the left
shoulder, the only regiment in
the then British Army to do
so. - Alex C Tiller
(ex-Somerset Light Infantry
1936-46, 1st and 2nd Batta-
lions), Castle Cary, Somes-
set.

Albert Ball VC and
the Croix de Guerre

IN reply to Mr D Wilson (July
27) about the decorations of the
RFC pilots Maj McCudden VC
and Capt Ball VC, as well as
those decorations listed for Maj
McCudden he also received the
Russian Order of St George as
in fact did many Allied flyers
during the Great War.

Regarding the list for Capt
Ball, I can find no trace of his
being awarded the Croix de
Guerre.

Chaz Bowyer, the air
historian and writer, makes no
mention of it and does not
include it in the list of his
decorations in his definitive
biography, Albert Ball VC.

It is not included in the list of
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his decorations inscribed on the
memorial stone erected by his
father to mark his crash site
near the village of Annoullin,
France, nor on his grave (No
643) in the German extension of
the Annoullin Communal
Cemetery.

It is therefore my contention
that Maj McCudden VC, with
eight decorations plus the 1914
Star, British War Medal and
Victory Medal, was the most
decorated British pilot of the
Great War, and that Capt Ball
VC, with seven decorations
plus the British War Medal and
Victory Medal, was second. — J
D Brien, Penarth, S Gla-
morgan.

YOU REPORTED (July 27)
that the Parachute Regiment is
trialling a low-level technique
to allow them to drop from
between 350ft and 400ft.
The airborne landings at
D-Day and the Rhine crossings
were from 400ft, although some
of us were dropped higher
because the US pilots went up
to avoid the flak on the Rhine.
Previously all my balloon
jumps were at 800ft.
Compared with today’s, our
parachutes were old-fashioned
— and believe it or not, we were
volunteers — at two shillings
(10p) a day. — Bob Tanner
(ex-7th LI Para Bn, 6th
Airborne Div), Mill Hill.

Confusion
over PoW
figures

MAY I REFER to the letter
from Sir Andrew Gilchrist (July
27) regarding details included
in his most interesting book.

There would appear to be
some confusion regarding the
number of prisoners captured
by the Japanese.

The accepted number of
British PoWs taken is 50,016,
of whom 12,433 died in
capuvity and 37,583 were
repatriated. Many of the latter
subsequently died as a result of
their suffering.

It is understood that in
addition to the British, there
were 120,000 Australian, Cana-
dian and Dutch PoWs. -
Harold Payne (President,
National Federation of Far
Eastern Prisoner of War Clubs
and Associations), Tunbridge
Wells.

BIRD'S EYE-VIEW

“D’you reckon those rock buns
will last another 100 years, Horace?”

@ Sennelager centenary — see Pages 26-28

Role of Irish ‘even
moresignificant’

IN YOUR feature (July 27)
dealing with the merger of The
Royal Irish Rangers with The
Ulster Defence Regiment you
refer to the significant Irish role
in the history of the British
Army.

That role is even more
significant than vyour feature
would indicate: in Wellington’s
time two-thirds of the Army
was Irish, twice the proportion
indicated in SOLDIER.

You also fail to record that
Wellington, the first ever field
marshal, was himself an Irish-
man.

The Duke was also the only
Irish prime minister of the UK
and paid tribute to his Irish
soldiers in the House of Lords
in 1829 when he said: “Yes, my
Lords, it is mainly to the Irish
Catholics that we all owe our
proud pre-eminence in our
military career.”

If anyone doubts the propor-
tion of Irish in the Army of the
early 19th Century it is worth
noting that the 1811 census
recorded the population of
Ireland as almost six million
against ten million in England
and Wales and less than two
million in Scotland.

Scottish, as well as English,
regiments contained large num-
bers of Irishmen — in some
cases the majority in a regiment
were Irish — whereas Irish
regiments had few interlopers.

It is also worth noting that
the recruiter in Ireland rarely
had to resort to the trickery
needed in Britain to induce
young men to join the Army;
the red coat was a mark of
honour in Ireland when it was a
badge of shame in England.

Ireland’s “more than its fair
share of field marshals™ in the
Second World War was,

incidentally, five of the ten
wartime field marshals: Alan-
brooke, Alexander, Auchin-
leck, Dill and Montgomery,
although the “Auk” was not
actually promoted to that rank
until the beginning of 1946.

Lord Gort, often referred to
as Irish, had only a tenuous
connection through his title as
Lord Gort of Limerick. There
were other prominent Irish
generals such as O’Connor and
Templer, who became a field
marshal in the Fifties.

By the way, having devoted
three pages to the merger
creating The Royal Irish
Rangers, how can you refer to
the Queen’s—Hampshires amal-
gamation in September in the
same issue of SOLDIER as
“the first Infantry merger
under the Drawdown”?
Richard Doherty, London-
derry.

IN YOUR article “The Long
Goodbye” (July 27) about the
RCT TA Jubilee Parade there
is an omission.

It was mentioned that
soldiers from all UK units took
part, but nothing about the 13
soldiers, men and women, from
213 RCT (V) Transport
Squadron BAOR in Germany,
who were also on parade.

For those present it was a
moving occasion as it was to be
the last time some of us would
be in uniform with the TA.

After seven years and a few
false promises 213 has been
disbanded.

The article mentions the Gulf

War, during which at one point

213 were the only RCT
transport unit in BAOR. The
kilometres driven and the
tonnage carriage figures are
amazing.

Most of the diehards in the
squadron have found places
with the remaining units in
BAOR, DASU (RAVC V), 335
Ambulance Train (RAMC V),
and 171 Vehicle Platoon
(RAOC V). As far as [ know
there are no transfers to the
Engineers.

I would like to wish all
ex-213 members well in their
future careers with the TA. - R
Cookson, Netherlands.

Monty’s Rolls and
a ‘film-star’ driver

IN THE article “Tracking
down Monty’s other Rolls”
(June 29) there was a brief
reference to the smaller green
vehicle.

In 1947, while serving with
647 Coy RASC (WT) at Holy
Loch, Argyll, I was sent on a
Potential NCOs’ course at
Leith Fort, Edinburgh, with
641 Coy RASC (MT).

This unit had a large motor
pool, among which were staff
cars, mainly Humbers. But in
one garage was a small, fairly
square, green Rolls Royce of
around 1937 vintage. It was
used as the official car of the
GOC-in-C, Scottish Command,

who at the time was Gen Sir
Gordon Macmillan of Macmil-
lan Bt.

The ATS woman driver in
the pool who drove the Rolls
Royce had film-star looks.

She was outstanding in battle
dress, which looked very like
officer-type barathea, and wore
brown boots. She was obvious-
ly a lady of great power and
influence.

While I have no proof that
this Rolls Royce had Monty
connections I cannot help
wondering how many green
Rollers the Army may have had
at that time. - L M C Brown,
Uckfield, E Sussex.

Gulf War medal fatigue

A CORRESPONDENT of
mine in the USA has sent me a
copy of a press advertisement in
which a medal manufacturer is
offering for sale Desert Storm
medals commissioned by the
governments of Bahrain and
the United Arab Emirates.

My American correspondent
wonders if the Gulf War is
eligible for inclusion in the
Guinness Book of Records as
“The shortest conflict getting
the greatest number of medal
awards”’!

If the 18 nations who
contributed naval, military and
air force contingents were each
to issue a medal for those who
participated, would there be
room to wear the appropriate
ribbons? — Owen A O’Neill,
Sheffield.

@® Campaign medals offered by
Coalition partners, including those
presented by British Common-
wealth governments and the USA,
are designated by the Ministry of
Defence as keepsakes and may
not be worn. — Editor
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Trust signals
Ultra SOS

AN INTERNATIONAL appeal
has been launched to raise £7
million to save Bletchley Park, the
home of Allied code-breaking
activities in the Second World
War.

Aim of the Bletchley Park Trust
is to preserve the Milton Keynes
site from potential redevelopment
and set up museums of wartime
cryptology, computing, radar and
air traffic control.

The Trust has asked the
Government, which owns the site
jointly with British Telecom, to
donate it to the nation as part of
the national heritage.

The first electronic computer,
Colossus, was developed at
Bletchley which, with its opera-
tions, took the code-name Ultra
after Church called it his
"ultra-secret”.

Warfare show
‘sneak peek’

WHEN EUROPE's largest gather-
ing of historic military vehicles
took place at the Imperial War
Museum's Duxford site on August
2, visitors were treated to a sneak
preview of the new Land Warfare
Exhibition Hall.

Featuring more than 50 tanks
and other military vehicles and 40
artillery pieces, the exhibition,
which will be officially opened later

this year, traces the development
of military equipment from the
First World War to the Gulf.

Meanwhile, more then 450
vehicles travelled to Duxford for
the August rally from all over
Britain and Europe.

Oldest vehicle on show was a
rare FWD truck built in 1917 and
one of the most modern a 1987
Iragi self-propelled gun captured
in the Gulf War.

Other Iragi equipment on show
included tanks, an APC and an
example of the infamous Scud
missile mounted on a mobile
launcher.

City tribute
to Alamein

EVENTS TO commemorate the
50th anniversary of the Battle of El
Alamein will include a service in
Winchester Cathedral at 3pm on
Saturday, October 24, anni-
versary of the second battle.

VIPs will be attending and about
1,500 veterans, their families and
friends are expected. The service
will be open to all.

The Royal Hussars Association
is sponsoring the event, sup-
ported by Service and ex-Service
organisations.

On October 14 the Queen will
attend an Eighth Army Associa-
tion service in Westminster
Abbey. The battle will be
commemorated in El Alamein
itself on October 25.

Alton office
for society

THE EX-SERVICES Mental Wel-
fare Society has set up a new
southern region office in Alton,
Hampshire, run by Maj Roy Brook.

Formerly serving with the Royal

Picture: Bob Peedle

Sir Alexander Graham, chairman of the National Employers’
Liaison Committee for the Territorial and Reserve Forces, visited
Merseyside to see the Reserve Forces Day on Altcar Ranges. He is
pictured trying his hand at the wheel of a DROPS heavy goods
vehicle under the watchful eye of LCpl Peter Comyns of

Merseyside’s 156 Regt RCT.

The event, organised by 42 (NW) Brigade and the North West of
England TAVRA, attracted more than 150 employers, who were
able to see for themselves the type of training and equipment used
by TA and RMR members in the region.

Army Educational Corps, Roy has
been a welfare officer with the
society for eight years following a
spell in local government educa-
tion service.

He was previously based at the
society's Wimbledon head office.
A welfare officer has now been
appointed to cover the Greater
London area within the radius of
the M25 motorway, previously
part of Roy's area.

Founded in 1919, the society is
the only organisation specialising
in helping men and women of all
ranks suffering from psychiatric
disability who have served in the
Armed Forces or Merchant Navy.

It has a network of visiting

welfare officers, a home offering
long-stay residential accommoda-
tion, and two treatment centres.

Address of the new southern
region office is: Julius Caesar
House, 66 High Street, Alton,
Hants GU34 1ET (tel: 0420
542812).

Chindit meets
his match

FORMER Chindit commander
Brig Michael Calvert came
face-to-face with a formidable
group of people the other day —
holidaying  schoolchildren in

A
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search of adventure. He and the
youngsters met at the Imperial
War Museum, London, which
throughout August is running
“80S: Jungle Adventure”, a
holiday event inspired by the
Chindits’ exploits in Burma during
the Second World War.
Volunteers for the jungle trail,
props for which include a
bamboo-covered jungle hut and a
realistic glass-fibre mule, also met
former James Bond girl Emily
Bolton, who starred in TV's Tenko.

Roses for
The Vikings

THE 1st Battalion, The Royal
Anglian Regiment, The Vikings,
celebrated the 233rd anniversary
of the Battle of Minden in
traditional style on August 1.

During the annual parade at
Hyderabad Barracks, Colchester,
each soldier was presented with
red and yellow roses, commemor-
ating those plucked by the
soldiers moving up to the battle.
Other events during the day
included a families fete and
all-ranks ball.

The Battle of Minden, in which
the 12th of Foot Regiment fought,
is the Vikings' main battle honour.
The 12th later became the Suffolk
Regiment and in turn The Vikings.

Eagles fly high

ENTERTAINMENT for the 25,000
spectators at the SSAFA air
display at RAF Church Fenton,
North  Yorkshire, included a
performance by the Army Air
Corps Eagles display team.

The Soldiers’, Sailors' and
Airmen’'s Families Association,
which relies on the show to help
raise much-needed funds for its
charity work, is hoping its air
display will continue to be held
indefinitely, despite the closure of
the RAF station.

Jailbreak
challenge

ADVENTUROUS soldiers are
being challenged to break out of
jail on Saturday September 5 to
raise money for the Spastics
Society as well as win prizes.

Teams of two or more, suitably
attired in prison garb or fancy
dress, will attempt to get away
from Reading Prision within 12,
24, 36 or 48 hours without
spending money on transport —
and keeping within the law.

In 1990, for example, a team
which included RAF personnel got
to Johannesburg within 48 hours
and raised £1,242 for people with
cerebral palsy.

Details of how to enter are
available from Renae McDonnell
on 0628 778897.

APPOINTMENTS

Brigadiers — J H Aimonds — To
be Comd HQ Trg Gp R Sigs, July
31; N F Wood - To be Comd HQ
UKLF, July 27.

Colonels — N R C Hoyal —
HQ DETS (A), July 20; E T
Hudson — To MS MoD, July 20; C
F P Horsfall - To DETS (A), July
31; T W Payne — To be CO ASTS,
July 27; P R Rostron — To HQ
UKLF, July 31.

Lt Cols — R Z A Ciaglinski AGC
(ETS) — To CMETS, July 20; P E
Dennison, Para — To HQ RAO,
July 22; H C G Gabbey, 5 Innis
DG - To HQ DRAC, July 20; | H
Johnson, RE — To Army Air Appts
(Strike Command), July 20; S C
Matthews, REME — To be Comd
HQ REME Corps Troops, July 20;
P S Murray, AGC (ETS) — To HQ
DETS (A), July 20; H M Osborne,
Para - To IMRO (S), July 20; C R

Romberg, RA — To be CO 29 Cdo
Regt RA, July 20; R J Sandy, RE -
To HQ UKLF, July 20; R C
Lloyd-Williams, LI — To Mod, July
20; C E Cooper, D and D — To be
OC BATLS Kenya, August 1; G G
Davies, RCT — To MoD, July 27; A
L D De Hochepied Larpent, RRF —
To MoD July 27; E A Smith, AGC
(ETS) — To AES UK, July 27; S P
B Stevens, RA — To ORIO Posts
Brit Appts (USA), July 27; E J
Torrens-Spence, 5 Innis DG — To
be CO 5 Innis DG, July 27; R T
Hoole, R Sigs — To be CO 28 Sig
Regt (Northag), July 27.
Retirements

Colonels — A C F Smith, late
RAOC, July 22; O P Brady, late
RAOC, July 31; W H Clements,
late R Irish, July 31; G E Vaughan,
late RCT, August 1; P B Webster,
late R Sigs, July 31.

- AUGUST

SEPTEMBER
- Elverton Street, London SW1.

OCTOBER

~ Until October 18: Falklands War exhibition at the National Army
Museum, Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea. Admission free.
Until November 29: Assignment Falklands exhibition depicting the
role of the sappers during the war, Royal Engineers Museum,
Brompton Barracks, Chatham, Kent.

7-29: Edinburgh Military Tattoo (credit card hotline tel: 031-225 3661
or Tattoo Office, 22 Market Street Edinburgh EH1 1QB).

5-6: National wargames champ;onshms, Royal Horticuftural Halls,

_6-13: Farnborough International Air Show o
12-13: Wessex Regimental Tattoo, Dewzes Wnltshxre

4: Aldershot Militaria Society axhvb;tlon and iasr, T'he Maltlngs”
- Farnham, Surrey (details from 0252 716303) :

‘31-November 1: Fourth Birmingham International Tattoo National- -

Indoor Arena (ticket hotline; 021-200 2222). :

® To include public events in this diary, contact the Editor.

BRIEFINGS _

® Arborfield Apprentices
February 1944 intake: Please
contact K D Jenner, 3 Palmeira
House, 46 Palmeira Avenue,
Hove, E Sussex BN3 3GF for
possible reunion in 1994.

@359, 360 or 502 Field
Batteries RA and RHQ 138
Field Regiment (City of
London) RA: Gunners who
served in these units during the
Second World War are asked to
contact Frank Flack, 22 Cam-
borne Way, Heston, Hounslow,
Middlesex TW5 OPW (tel: 081-570
5267).

@ LI Depot Video: Mr D Storey,
66 Cartmel Road, Huyton,
Merseyside L36 3RZ, wishes to
contact anyone who videoed the
passing out parade of A Coy,
Calais Platoon at St John Moore
Barracks, Winchester, on January
12, 1990. Mr Storey, whose son
was on parade, would be willing to
meet any costs incurred in
copying.

@® i1st (1st London)/10th
Casualty Clearing Station:
Ex-members wishing to attend a
proposed reunion are asked to
contact B C Miller, 83 Gardner
Court, Kelvin Road, London N5
2PH.

® Aldershot history: lan
Hayes, writing a book tracing the
history of Aldershot Garrison and
neighbouring camps from the
1850s to the present, seeks the
loan of photographs. His address
is 1a King John's Road, North
Warnborough, Basingstoke,
Hants RG25 1EE.

@ Staffordshire Regiment:
Annual reunion, September 5,
Lichfield.

@ National Veterans’ Week
September 5-9: Cliftonville/
Margate, including trip to De
Panne, France.

® Grenadier Guards Associa-
tion (Shropshire Branch):
Annual dinner-dance, Nantwich,
September 12. Details 0743
363688.

® RE Darland Boys: 12th re-
union, September 12, Brompton.

® Hong Kong, Singapore,
Ceylon Stations 1924-1948
(Royal Artillery): Reunion on
September 12 at Terminus Hotel,
Eastbourne. Details from Cpl D A
Knight, Ward 23, Royal Hospital,
Chelsea, London SW3 4SR.

@ RASC Jersey Boys: Reunion
scheduled for September 19-20.

Contact Joe Gutteridge on 0278
422806.

@® Ex-Services Reunion Con-
cert: Fairfield Hall, Croydon,
September 26. Details from
Jimmy Howe, 34 Pashley Road,
Eastbourne BN20 8DY.

@® RAVC Association: Details of
the annual reunion, to be held on
September 26, can be obtained
from Regimental Secretary,
RAVC, Defence Animal Centre,
Melton Mowbray, Leics LE13 OSL
(tel: 0664 63281, ext 45).

@15 Loc/LAA Battery RA
(Korea): Fourth reunion will be
held on October 16-17 at Sywell
Airport Motel, Sywell, nr North-
ampton. Details from R R Fox,
The Gables, Willoughby Road,
Cumberworth, Lincs LN13 9LF
(tel: 0507 490661).

® 1st The Queen’'s Dragoon
Guards: Annual Cardiff dinner,

October 23. Details from Regim-
ental Secretary, Home HQ, QDG,
Maindy Barracks, Cardiff CF4
3YE.

® Royal Regiment of Artillery
Association (Exeter Branch):
Annual dinner-dance, October 31,
Countess Wear Lodge Hotel,
Exeter. Details from D A
Goodheart, 20a Burnthouse Lane,
Exeter EX2 6BH (tel: 0392
78321).

BARI GRAVES

® Bari Commonwealth War
Graves: A memorial ceremony
will take place at Bari Common-
wealth War Graves on November
21-22 (not September 21-22 as
previously announced). Anyone
wishing to attend should make
their own travel arrangements.
Further details from the Honorary
British Consul, David Gavan, Via
Montenegro 19, 70121 Bari, Italy.

37



Action man
who lived
a nightmare

IF IT’S TRUE that “a man’s
gotta do what a man’s gotta
do”, then John Masters did all
of that and a whole lot more in
his 68 years.

Described variously through-
out John Clay’s biography of
him as brilliant, selfish, compe-
tent, arrogant, self-confident,
alert, tough, ruthless, brutal
and much-loved, it’s as well
that Clay is a trained
psychotherapist, for others
might have found difficulty in
unravelling the story of this
Indian Army soldier and
top-class writer.

No ordinary mortal, Mas-
ters, himself the son of an
Indian Army officer, was an
all-action man for the whole of
his life, the impetus and
ambition to be better than the
next man stemming from his
early schooldays in England.

In the race and class
conscious climate of those
pre-war days his Anglo-Indian
blood proved a stigma at a
junior school in Cheltenham, at
Wellington and later at Sand-
hurst and stimulated him to
an extent where others consi-

dered him “cocky” and
“disdainful”.
That did not stop him

excelling at everything he did.
Later he admitted that ““in 1933
I disliked or despised more
things and people than I loved

or admired”. Not being aware
of the ground rules at Sand-
hurst he was thought to be
supercilious and paid the price
with a college rebuke for acting
above his station when all his
belongings were thrown out
the window and his room
wrecked.

While this was a slight
setback for his ego, it taught
him a lesson in humility which
was to stand him in good stead
when he joined the Long Range
Penetration Group - the
Chindits.

Even so, he was still
considered by some to be an
outsider and somewhat coarse,
while others found him warm
and friendly.

But it was in Burma that he
was faced with the toughest
decision of his life: either to
carry to safety 50 badly
wounded men who would slow
down the rest of his group’s
escape, or abandon them to the
Japanese. He did not hesitate.
“Shoot them”, he told the
doctor.

It was a nightmare that was
to haunt him for the rest of his
life. At the end of the war he
returned to the UK and a staff
job at Camberley, but he was
disenchanted with life in
England.

So he went to the USA and
became an American citizen

‘Parachute, swim-but don't go in by glider!

DID YOU know that Jackie
Coogan, Hollywood child star

of the silent screen and
one-time husband of the
wartime pin-up and film

goddess Betty Grable, was a
lead glider pilot supporting the
Chindits in Burma in 1944?

Unless they have seen him
recently as Uncle Fester in
“The Addams Family” on TV,
younger readers will probably
never have heard of Coogan,
but every wartime Serviceman
will have heard of Grable, she
with the long legs and saucy
twinkle.

These side-lights are revealed
in Silent Wings at War by John
Lowden, a wartime US Army
glider pilot who has put
together a collection of memor-
ies of 39 of his fellow US pilots
who took part in seven major
airborne missions.

Lending support to his story
is Walter Cronkite, the cele-
brated journalist and broadcas-
ter who has written a
fascinating foreword in which

he tells of his personal
experience as a glider passenger
in Operation Market Garden.

Cronkite writes in glowing
terms of these brave men, many
of whom were on a one-way
ticket to death.

Airborne troops leave their glide

He says: “I’ll tell you straight
out, if you’ve got to go into
combat don’t go by glider.
Walk, crawl, parachute, swim,
float — anything. But don’t go
by glider.”

Cronkite had volunteered to

i

ngage th “‘enemy drng a demons raton In 1942

parachute in with the 101st
Airborne, the Screaming
Eagles, to get his story, but on
arrival at headquarters was told
he was going in by glider.
Having seen what had
happened in Normandy when

hundreds of gliders had been
wrecked on landing, many
impaled on spiked posts, he
wanted to opt out of the
mission.

It was only the thought of
being labelled “chicken” by
colleagues after volunteering
that persuaded him to take his
place in the Waco glider.

His description of the flight
and crash-landing highlights
the skill and bravery of this
group of soldiers — American,
British and many others.

Lowden was decorated many
times for bravery as a glider
pilot with the Ist Allied
Airborne Army. His story links
with those of other glider
pilots, glider and armour
infantrymen, paratroopers, a
chaplain and a fighter pilot,
giving an insight into the qual-
ities it took to join such a rare
and special breed of men. — JM

Silent Wings at War, by John L
Lowden. Smithsonian Institution
Press, £13.95.

and a writer. There he planned
35 books with military preci-
sion and bombarded publishers
with his ideas.

He wrote 25 in 30 years,
perhaps the most famous being
Bhowani Junction, which was
made into a film in the Fifties.
But his early death following a
heart operation in 1983
prevented him reaching his
literary goal. - JM

John Masters: A Regimented
Life, by John Clay. Michael
Joseph, £20.

The Standard of St George

St George's Band, Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers

Conductor: Bandmaster C C Attrill

HERE ARE 20 more from
Bandleader with pride of place
given, of course, to Alford’s
march of the band’s and the
disc’s title.

These cannot be called great
— yet — though Mr Attrill no
doubt has hopes for his two.
They are Carisbrooke and
Vectis, both with Isle of Wight
connections.

Others with hopes, however
doomed, are E B Smith with
Sovereign’s Banner, E Maxwell

) RODNEY BASHFORD

with Sounding Brass, and
Albert Elms with Wembley
Way.

Those that have made fame,
if not greatness in every case,
are National Emblem, Marche
de Ia Gendarmerie Belge, The
Red Cloak, New Colonial, El
Abanico, Gladiator’s Farewell,
Voice of the Guns, Marche
Lorraine, and Grandioso.

It was especially good to hear
a rare performance of Louis
Ganne’s genuinely great march
Le Pere la Victoire, though at
104 paces a minute it lost its
character, the same going for
much of the remainder.

celebrated by the Regiment
with the troop St George and
the quick march The Old and
Bold during the annual parade,
and the troops march off to a
medley of Northumbrian Airs
and British Grenadiers, the
latter common to all Fusilier
regiments.

ances of some fine marches,
several of them worthy of the
attention of collectors.

® From Bandleader, CD price
£12, cassette £7.60 inc p and
p-

St George’s Day itself is

Slightly tentative perform-
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Cog in the War Machine by
George R Gosling (Gozzi). Lighter
side of a Second World War
soldier's -story told in 130
contemporary cartoons by an
artist now better known for his
water colours. Nimrod Press Lid,
15 The Maltings, Turk Street,
Alton, Hants, softback, £6.60.

Archaeology of the English
Civil War by Peter Harrington.
Town and island defences,
castles, manor houses, siege-
works, forts, re-used sites and
battlefields, with a selective list of
places to visit. Shire Publications,
softback, £3.95.

Crete: The Battle and the
Resistance by Antony Beevor.
Paperback reissue of this former
11th Hussar's well told and widely
praised account of the island’s
Second World War experience.
Penguin, £6.99.

Trial by Fire by Harold Coyle.
The American “‘military adventure
novelist” bases his latest tale on a
Mexican revolution which des-
tabilises the US border. Viking,
£14.99.

The Unnecessary War by
Patricia Meehan. Previously un-
told chapter in the story of
Whitehall's relationship with the
German opposition to the Nazis.
Sinclair-Stevenson, £18.99.

Museum’s reminder of
much-lamented spirit

LATEST of the Imperial War
Museum reprints in their
coverage of the response of the
individual to 20th Century
conflict is Rupert Brooke’s
Death and Burial.

Although the facsimile report
is only nine pages long and is
based on the log of the French
hospital ship Duguay-Trouin,
on which Brooke died on April
23, 1915, translated from the
French of ] Perdriel-Vaissieres
by Vincent O’Sullivan, this has
given Peter Miller and Nigel
Steel the opportunity of writing
sensitive articles about this
remarkable man whose poetry
inspired so many.

Even Winston Churchill
wrote in his obituary in The
Times: “Rupert Brooke is dead

his life is closed at a
moment when it seemed to
have reached its springtime.

“A voice had become
audible, a note had been
struck, more time, more
thrilling, more able to do

justice to the nobility of our
youth in arms enjoyed in the

present war . . . The voice has
been swiftly stilled. Only the
echoes and the memory remain;
but they will linger.”

How right he was, for few do
not know the sonnet “Soldier”,
written in November 1914,
which is reproduced in this
book, together with the other
four sonnets written at the same
time, which starts:

“If I should die, think only this
of me:

That there’s some corner of a
foreign field

That is forever England . . .”

The corner of a foreign field
in which he was buried is on the
island of Skyros, he having
succumbed to an infection
caused by an insected bite
which resulted in pneumonia.

On the lower plinth of the
tomb is inscribed: “You were
the darling of the Graces and
Muses but you chose willingly
to die that all might enjoy
freedom.”

Herbert Asquith, son of the
Prime Minister, wrote:

What dreams are buried in that
island shadow

What songs unsung!

Bird note and bugle in the
whispering olives

And voice for ever young.”’

As Peter Miller comments:
“Sentimental stuff perhaps but
we have to remember that
before the world experienced
the horrors of Gallipoli and the
Western Front, a spirit of high
adventure and Homeric glory
was widely felt.

“It was a spirit that infused
much of the poetry of the early
days of the war, including
Brooke’s own sonnets.”

This is a spirit we could do
with today and we are grateful
not only to the museum for
reminding us but also to Martin
Taylor of the Department of
Printed Books for his percept-
ive introduction. — PSN

Rupert Brooke's Death and
Burial: Facsimile reprint with
other pieces. Imperial War
Museum, £14. Limited edition of
300 numbered copies (DPB 92-2).

A great
life, by
George

IF YOU don’t know what a
sewar is read George Hogan’s
Oh, To Be a Soldier!

Within a few pages you’ll
discover it is a Hindi word for
pig and was what his
grandmother called his gran-
dad. All in good humour, of
course.

Now 89, George, a former
deputy editor of SOLDIER,
tells his story of 70 years with
the Army, 27 of them as a
Regular with The Royal
Hampshire Regiment in which
he graduated from bandboy to
major.

His has been a life saturated
with militarism. His grand-
father and father were soldiers
and George followed in their
footsteps, becoming a boy
soldier in 1918.

Two years later he was in
Ireland experiencing all that a
posting there entailed.

He went on to serve on the
North-West Frontier, Pales-
tine, Egypt, Malta, BAOR and
many other places.

When he left the Army he
rejoined, so to speak, as a
military journalist with the
British Army News Service and
later this magazine. His book is
a good read. - JM

Oh, To Be A Soldier! by George
Hogan. Merlin Books, paperback
£13.95, hardback £16.95.

Magnificent
men and
machines

FOR THE average reader
military aviation before 1914 is
rather difficult to comprehend
as nothing much in the way of
aircraft existed.

Fiction writers and a few
intrepid pioneer aviators had
been providing an exciting
picture of the shape of things to
come, but apart from balloons
and later airships, there were
few flying machines. In
Winged Warfare Michael Paris
tells a story which will appeal to
those with a special interest in
the subject. — |]M

Winged Warfare 1859-1917, by
Michael Paris. Manchester Uni-
versity Press, £35.
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ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED
S.A.E. FOR PRICE LIST.

The Lancashire
Pleating Co. Ltd,

for TAX-FREE or TAX-PAID
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thermal wear from our PU Nylon, Cordura,
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DPM materials. Also webbing, buckles, zips,
and much more
Send SAE 11x22cm for free catalogue
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Sweatshirts

Complete Design Screen Print
service
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For Warrant Officers and Sergeants of most Corps:

JACKET TROUSERS WAISTCOAT 5259 00
B EXCL VAT

CHEVRON DRESS SHIRT BOW TIE

For a quotation for your Regiment or Corps please contact us (see below)
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The pictures below differ in ten details. Find
them and vou could be £50 richer or win a new
book. Just circle the differences in the right hand
picture, cut out the whole panel, add your name
and address and send to HOAY 544, SOLDIER,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot GU112DU by Sept 11.
Do not include anything else in your envelope. ~ October 5 issue.

More than one entry can be submitted but
photocopies cannot be accepted.

The first correct entries drawn will be the
winners. No correspondence can be entered into.

The names of the winner of the £50 first prize M Haigh, of Headingley,
and two runners-up will be announced in the Leeds, who wins E£50.

Competition No 541:
Congratulations to Miss

Book prizes go to

runners-up Mrs B Wright,

Name: (Give rank or title)

Address:

of Tring, Herts, and Mr
V O’'Donnell, of Leeds.

T
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EEREE
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Super Savings

e German or UK delivery
e RHD or LHD programme

e Used Car Sales in Germany
e Demonstration Vehicles at

e Finance — dm. or Sterling

SOVEREIGN FREEPOST, Station Road, Tidworth, Hants. SP9 7BR

Pan axchange details ...

FREEPHONE

ADDRESS ........cocococeieniiiinns IR S R T8 SRR
UNIT.coooooesimssseeesssossssasieses. DEL. REQL BY e, = JTRRN A T Y e

lam interested in ..........ccocvvreireiiisinsreeees

Belgium
INSTANT ACTION Germany/Berlin  0130-44-96
HOTLINES Holland

078 11-32-12
06-0229040
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IF YOU ARE
ON THE
LOOKOUT!
IS YOUR KIT
LOOKING
AFTER YOU?

Such as the Revolutionary, Exclusive,

KIT KARRY SMOCK MKIII

“The Rolls Royce of Combat Clothing . . . the Best Money
CanBuy . . . “What Kit”, “Combat and Survival Magazine”
December 1991.

For more details, and our free, 36 page colour, new No.9,
catalogue, write or telephone:

SPECIAL AIR SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George’s Quay
Lancaster, Lancashire LA1 5QJ.

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A e

Telephone: 0524 64204 \
\ | Piosie sond e your latost carabogue. | \
‘ : Name___ . L s | \
. Address ) a i \
\ | A
\ | \
. | __ Postcode ____ £ .

________________________________________________________________________________________
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- SITUATIONS VACANT

QARSCHOO'- aL'/l_: \WJOIN THE

LocksmiTHs =" | | S
LEAVING THE FORCES? EXPRESS COURIERS
WHYLNOOJIIIgﬂT-JI_??BEA THE UK SHUTTLE IS FORMING A

Currently the growth industry of the 90s.
Learn all aspects of the industry. 2 and 4-
week courses are now available.
Courses include hands on practical
experience with qualified instructors.
All aspects of the job are covered including
lock installation and assotiated {echniques
of the trade, as well as setting up business

NETWORK OF COURIER FRANCHISES
GIVING AN OPPORTUNITY TO
EX SERVICEMEN.

IF YOU ARE LEAVING THE SERVICES AND
HAVE THE DRIVE, DETERMINATION AND
ENTHUSIASM TO RUN YOUR OWN
BUSINESS THEN CONTACT ME FOR AN
INFORMATION PACK

CV WE SPECIALISE
S INH.M.FORCES
Management, Administration,
Technical or Supply - all ranks
High quality. Laser printed.
SERVICE-CYV, Dept (A),
FREEPOST, Plympton,
PLYMOUTH PL7 3BR

THE RIGHT WAY TO
WRITE YOUR OWN CV

* Easy to foliow modules * Proven formula— PLUS:
* Interview Techniques * The Hidden Job Market
Written specifically for the Forces
only £6.95 (incl p&p)
Send cheque/PO to CAM Business Publications,
Huntingdon House, 8 Criccieth Way, Eynesbury,

Do you want a Headstart in a

TEL. 0752 344842 (24 hrs) Cambs PE19 25T
ARE YOU LEAVING
THE FORCES? NEED A CV?

BRYAN ROSE (EX WO1 RAOC)
SWINDON SHUTTLE LTD

UNIT 16, GRAHAM POTTER ESTATE
BEECH AVENUE

SWINDON

WILTS SN2 1LR

TELEPHONE (0793) 4889938 EXT 500

as a locksmith.
Further full details and costs in writing
please lo:
A1 School for Locksmiths,
26 Barking Road, Plaistow,
London E13 8HL.

Based on Tom Jackson's Bestseller
The Perfect CV
OVER 500,000 SOLD!

The
Perfect

C U Computer Kit™
The Advantage You Need To Get The Job You Want

Create powerful inferview-winning CVs with the world's bestselling CV software. TWO
INTERACTIVE PROGRAMS to help you: define objectives, assess your skills, strengths and
achievements - and automatically create CV paragraphs. Helps you choose and create the best
format for your job search and produce finished CVs for direct printing or export to your
favourite WP/DTP software. IBM PC or compatible. Personal Version: £35 plus £3 p&p.
Professional Career Centre Version also available. The Perfect CV book £9.95 plus £3. p&p

Telephone Orders: 04865-3406 E
e

Wiiner of the
Award For
Excellence

K.LLM.S. PO Box 28, East Horsley, Surrey KT24 6QZ

The

AA |priving
School

WHO’S GOING

TO TEACH YOU
TO DRIVE?

WE KNOW A
VERY NICE

MAN WHO CAN!

CALL FREE ON THIS VERY
NICE NUMBER

0800 60 70 80

For the finest standard of
manual or automatic tuition.

With the safe and environmentally friendly
s Volkswagen Polos. puu

VISA
Registered Office: (N NN
Fanum House, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 2EA

For free details contact the

successful second career? specialists in CV production
We offer assistance in:- (Forces Dept.)

® Career Counselling PO Box 573

aytd « ; Sutton Coldfield
® Writing a highly professional cv West Midlands.
® Interview technique B73 6PA

021-355 2187

SERVICES “

® Planning a marketing strategy
® Company research

For further information contact:

HEADSTART Career Consultants

15 Tanfield Lane, RESETTLEMENT COURSE
= ACCOMMODATION
Northampton NN1 5RN isr20 PLYME

Answerphone: 0604 232480 “THE RUSTY ANCHOR" 30 GRAND PARADE

TEL: 0752 663924

Excellent seafront accommodation close to CFE

RESETTLEMENT C OURSE & Polytech. TV/Video, tea/coffee, central heating, all
TOOMmS.
ACCOMMODATION Full English breakfast, di!meégpliona]‘ Tourist board
approved.
PLYMOUTH B&B FROM £11.50.
THE THREE TIERS RESIDENT OWNER JENNY TURNER 17122

41 NORTH ROAD EAST
TEL: 0752 228483
Close to Poly South West + C.F.E.. rail

and bus stations. All rooms have satellite MIL'TARY CV SERVICES
TV, tea/coffee making facilities + full The original CV service for HM Forces:
central heating. Open all year. Full English established in 1984

breakfast. Optional evening meal. Rate

from £12.00 per person B+B.

Your CV written by a former Army Officer and
Your Hosts John & Glenys Saunders

Industrial Personnel Manager. Since 1984,

over BOO satisfied Service clients, many of

whom now hold good civilian jobs. Why not
write or telephone for full details to:
Major (Ret’d) John Cooper,

12 Water St, Stamford, Lincs PE9 2NJ.

14128 Tel: 0780 62960. 1319

SOLDIER MART

S

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS

SCOTTISH LAMBSWOOL OR ACRYLIC.
SWEATSHIRTS, SPORTSHIRTS, RUGBY
SHIRTS & BASEBALL CAPS,
ALSO
EMBROIDERED BADGES -
SUPERB QUALITY - MIN 25
TIES - WOVEN (MIN 52) OR PRINTED (MIN 36)
SCREENPRINTED T's OR SWEATS (MIN 30)
BLAZER BADGES (MIN 10). ENAMEL BADGES (MIN 100)
WRITE OR PHONE FOR FREE BROCHURE
= Portkil Bay, Kilcreggan
ns. n Dunbartonshire
Tel: (0436 84) 2581/2716
7126

MOTIFS Fax: (0436 84) 2854

WL.27 Priory Road, Sheffield S7 ILW. Tel: (0742) 500333_!‘2

QUALITY SHEFFIELD
PEWTERWARE
Engraved Regimental

Badges, Ship’s Crests etc.

™ LD FREE brochure available




SOLDIER MART
WINDSURFERS! REGIMENTAL BROOCHES

2 ] Specialist can offer a large selection of antique
Gybes, tacks, 360s, all using your brooches dating from 1890s to 1940s. Are you
existing quiver, on sand, grass,

EMBROIDERED & PRINTED

SPORTS & LEISUREWEAR

IF IT’S ROVER
IT°S

looking for a certain Regiment, perhaps long
disbanded? 1 may be able 1o help. Regret no

FOR THE PROFESSIONALS FROM THE PROFESSIINALS

Sweaters - Sweatshirts tarmac, in the lightest winds. brochure available but please write with your 5l
T Shirts - Sports Shirts &t b C E
p £265 SALLY BOSLEY

CALL THE HOTLINE

0367 241225

55A HIGH STREET, MARLOW
BUCKS SL7 1BA.
Fax: 0628 822503 14119

inc. UK carriage
elsewhere please
enquire.

Rugby & Hockey Jerseys
Shorts Socks & Ties .

FULL DESIGN & PERSONALISED SERVICE
NO MINIMUM ORDER

Visa, Access, or

JENKINS KNITWEAR at
5 VERNON PLACE NORTHERN COURT SPEED ‘%AH‘ UK‘
BASFORD NOTTINGHAM NG6 ODE 0252 333823

Tel: (Nottm) 0602 274469 i 3
phone for detailsibrochure.

17124

Military Accounting Systems
Printers to HM Forces

Catalogue and Price List
on request
MemoFile Military Systems Ltd
CHURCH HQUSE
CHURCH STREET
LONDON E15 3JA
Telephone: 081-534 3851
Fax: 081-585 7567

MILITARY

Systems

BRUNO

cast bronze" figurines, car grill - i 5 )

: '‘Brung' is & traditional 16" Bear, who comes dressed
badges and tankards to suit your in Combat Kit, with face veil, webbing belt and beret
needs. complete with your cap badge.

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED.

PHOENIX WORLD

A full range of pewter and “‘cold

'Bruno' is currently available for all regiments and corps of the British Army (less
Gurkha units).
1Jock' wears TOS : RHF white hackle. Royal Scots tartan patch; A & SH tartan

MR107
(25¢m) patch : Black Watch red hackle : QOH blue plume.Gordons & KOSB TOS only
£50.65 (No badge available for Scottish Regts).

ACC Bear available in chef's whites, ACC beret.
U.N. Bear, desert combat kit, UN beret with UN badge or your own badge.

Send crossed cheque/P.O. with order or S.AE.
for Brochure
PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS

“Cold cast bronze

To order Bruno: Please send Cheques/P.0./Credit Card No. (incl. expiry date)
for £29.50 payable to 'POSTAL BEARS', name and address of person to receive
bear and your special message to:

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5UE.
Tel: Gravesend (0474) 365511.
Fax: (0474) 537166

s POSTAL BEARS, Dept. D, 1/2 Barker Street, Shrewsbury SY1 1SB.
24 hour telephone order service (0743) 241962 FAX: (0743) 232112

THE BRITISH ARMY
POCKET GUIDE

1992 Edition Now Available
(includes *‘Options for Change”)
A complete handbook on the
organisation, tactics and equipment
of today's British Army. Essential
reading for all military professionals.

Price £4.50 includes P&P.
From: P & F, 1/2 Barker Street,
Shrewsbury SY1 1SB. Please make

cheques/POs payable to R & F
(Military Publications). 178

FAX YOUR AD
ON 0252 347358

LLe, YOUR OWN DESIGN
* T-SHIRTS
* SWEATSHIRTS
* POLOSHIRTS
* RUGBY SHIRTS
* SWEATERS

* BASEBALL CAPS

For free fuli colour brochure and
information pack from the UK's
leading supplier to H.M. Forces
contact:

TEES TOTAL

WESTMEAD INDUSTRIAL EST,
WESTMEAD DRIVE, SWINDON,
WILTSHIRE SN5 7YT.

TEL:(0793) 695766
FAX:(0793) 514165

EPAULETTE
SLIDES

For officers or other ranks. With
or without unit designation.

S.A.E. for price list.

The Lancashire Pleating Co. Lid,
Knowsley Industrial Park North,
Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SA.

Phone: 051-546 5161/2. 0




“Britain’s leading supplier of kit to the professionals”

GENUINE DANNER BOOTS

COMPARE OUR PRICES - FULL DANNER GUARANTEE

All Danner boots are lined with Gore-Tex, Cambrelle and insulated with 3M Thinsulate lining except
Acadia Uninsulated and Ranger.

Fo M

DANNER ACADIA - DANNER OLYMPIC DANNER FORT LEWIS
Leather/cordura lighter than all All leather construction 8" boot to Developed with the Fort Lewis Go

leather. Selected by L.A. Swat team. keep feet warm and dry. £164.99 Devils. All leather construction.
Insulated £144.99 - ST £184.99
Uninsulated £139.99

: dicg i k) O
DANNER RANGER
b Same as Acadia uninsulated but has :
L a flat ribbed sole for urban use. fa s it et 7 :
£139.99
BRITTON BOOTS (GO FAST) WATERPROOF HIGH BOOTS F/S
The very latest hi leg waterproof boot. Slight factory seconds, all leather, waterproofed.
Leather Lined £44.99 DMS sole. Genuine issue combat boot.

Cambrelle Lined £54.99 Factory seconds £26.99

BLACK DMS SERVICE SHOE

AMMO BOOTS

Service shoe with DMS sole and Toe cap. Genuine issue Ammo Boots.
New £26.99 Brand new triple soled and studded.
Factory Seconds £17.99 £62.99
® Sorbothane Insoles/Foot Beds £11.99 ® Jungle Boots USA genuine £47.99
® Compeed (for blisters) £2.99 ® USA Speedlace C/Boots genuine £59.99
® Dubbin £1.99 ® Gulf Patt. Desert Boots hi leg £39.99
@ Parade Gloss £0.90 ® Short Desert Boots £25.99
® Paralaces £1.99 ® German Para Boots £25.00
® Socks Combat £2.99 ® Goretex Socks (Berghaus) £29.99
® Arctic Socks £4.99 @ Officers Shoes £39.99
® PLCE Bergans £134.99 @ Sleeping bags, new patt. Phone
® PLCE webbing (full sets) Phone ® Hi-Tec Trail L/Wt Hiking Boots £29.99
® Para Smocks £62.99 ® PTI Tops (old patt) new £29.99

(POST & PACKING £2.80 ON ANY SIZE ORDER) ABOVE IS A SMALL SELECTION OF KIT AVAILABLE

PHONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 071-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION
PHONE 0717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS

SILVERMAN'’S (DEPTS)

MILE END, LONDON E1 4PS
Personal callers Mondays-Fridays 9-5 & Sundays 10-1pm

“Britain’s Leading Supplier of Kit to the Professionals”

NS
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SOLDIER MART

@ English-made
sweat shirts

@ T-shirts single
& multi- coloured

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME designs
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE ® Embroidered
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE V-neck jumpers
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION also many other items
RAYMOND D. HOLDICH Vetaouse, 22 High St Werstha,
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre Surrey RH1 3E

7 Whitcomb Street Tel: 0737 645113 Fax: 0737 645892
London WC2H 7THA

CAM-QUILTS

MINIATURE MEDALS NATO PATTERN DPM CAMOUFLAGE
Return of post Service QUILT COVERS and PILLOW SLIPS
Example of prices:
CB: £32; CBE: £15; MC/DCMMMQGM: £10: %
OBE/MBE/BEM: £7; MSM: £7; LS & GC: £5; COVERS: £21.50 each
CoronationJubilee Medal: £6; UN Cyprus: £5; SLIPS :£ 5.00each

S/Atlantic + rosette: £4.75; GSM G.VI.R. with clasp
£6.50;: GSM/CSM with clasp: £5; Gulf Medal with
clasp: £5; Second World War Stars: £1.75 each:
Defence/War Medals: £3.50 each. Miniature
Mounting Bars for D.I.Y. mounting: 1 medal - 85p;
2-95p;3-£1;4-£110;5-£1.20; 6 - £1.30
7 - £1.40; 8 - £1.55
plus 17.5% V.AT. and 50p postage

P&P :£:250

® 7-day medal mounting service for full-size and
miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and ‘court’ style.
® Full-size medals supplied
® Wire Blazer Badges
* Mess Kit Badges
® Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting bars,
ribbon bars etc.

Polycotton
olive reverse

Competitive Prices. First-class quality and delivery Please make end fastening
guaranteed. cheques payable to: & single bed size
Send for comprehensive catalogue to the Medal *
Specialists (24p stamp appreciated). CAM-QUILTS 28 WOODVILLE ROAD
MINIATURE MEDALS (SM) WALTHAMSTOW LONDONE17 7EP
30 COVENTRY ROAD, BURBAGE, ms

LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP.
Telephone: (0455) 239262 1614

EMBROIDERED

"EVEN THE BRAVE FALTER” i B
"BATTLES FOR CASSINO” PRINTED

TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS

Reduced from £4.95 to: BADGES CDEFEE MUGS
AND LOTS MORE!
£3.50 ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
Cheque/PO to: No anwork or sefting up cost
E. D. SMITH, 2 BALFOUR Fig i eomeri
MEWS, STATION ROAD, Ehid o
SlDMoUTH EX1 0 SXL RF:YN[_":-DS SP[)-R'] S p
surELgngecbookto v || SRGHIEL LN L

Wilton House School

Battle, Hastings
East Sussex TN33 9BS
0424 830234

Co-educational boarding and day school

Head office and Junior school:
senior school: Broomham
Catsfield Place Guestling
Battle Hastings
GCSE and ‘A’ Levels -, & S-13years

13-18 years u ad

“ows avec ¥

Small classes. Remedial and individual tuition arranged
when required. Computer workshop, swimming pools,
tennis courts, games fields and horseriding. Escort
services to and from airports. Special terms for Service
children additional to Service grants.

Established since 1954
Apply: The Principal at head office

ASK FOR THE BEST...

TOUGH SPECIALLY MADE RUGBY SHIRTS

High quality pre-shrunk 100% heavyweight cotton .40770”

Rugby Jerseys made tfo order in virtually any

colours for your team.

Surrrs

W Colufast 1 Embecidered wih ciub o Kwircracr

B CQuited M Washable M Shorts & Socks
Order direct from one of the country's leading Kubeeraft Limited

manufacturers.

Unit 2,
29 Wigston Street

For further information, quotations and samples cn_uﬂt,;mo,p,_
Telephone (0533) 775000 Esiesatr 158 000

(24 Hour answer service)

Tel: (0533) 775000
Fax: (0533) 784251

T-—Sbirs Swetsllirts
Poloshirts Sweaters
Base Ball Caps

Printed or Embroidered

ALPA SPORTS
PEPPEROYD STREET, OFF BATTYE STREET,
ole DEWSBURY,
WEST YORKSHIRE, WF13 1PA

Tel/Fax 0924 459736

CASH’S NAMETAPES
Mailed in 28 days from receipt.
3 doz (same name) £6.30
6 doz (same name) £6.95
12 doz (same name) £8.70
State RED/BLACK/BLUE/GREEN
Please enclose Cheque/PO
payable to Boddingtons.
Boddingtons Name Tapes
‘Doodles’, Cannons Lane
Hatfield Broad Oak
Bishop's Stortford, Herts
CM22 7HX 1417

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, @"
Polos, Rugby Shirts, 5
Hooded Tops, .'-,' -
Singlets, =3
Baseball Hats, Ties, ™ :

Embroidered Badges

& Jumpers, Pennants,

Mugs, Sports Bags & Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits.

A S PROMOTIONS

Room 32, 94 Blackhorse Lane

Please mention SOLDIER when
replying to advertisements

“MILITARY POCKET BOOKS
ESSENTIAL FORALL
PROFESSIONALS"
THE VOLUNTEERS
(2nd Edit) PRICE: £4.75
SKILL AT ARMS
& SHOOTING
PRICE: £3.25
Discounts for PRI's-PSAQ's
ALL PRICES INCLUDE P&P

Cheques, PO's payable to:-
MILITARY POCKET BOOKS
POBox 28, Leven, Beverley,
East Yorks HU17 5LA
Tel: 0964-542878

Exclusive 'HANDCUT'

@ MICHAEL JAY
TAILORING

Our UNBEATABLE

MESS DRESS N
INCLUDES el

% 14 Daydespatch
or

|
I

% 48hr.despatch \
EXPRESS service y

® Lowest prices

# Highest quality

® Best jit

@ Best payment terms
Local agents to measure in most areas
UK and abroad including Berlin

Please telephone:
Stowmarket 0449-766088

As OUr CUStOmers say

‘The service is simply UNBEATABLE’
VIOLET HILL ROAD, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK

SOLDIER accepts no responsibility
for the accuracy of advertisements,
or for any matters arising, or losses
suffered by readers as a result of an
advertisement. Whilst SOLDIER
takes care to ensure that advertise-
ments comply with the British Code
of Advertising Practice, the accept-
ance of an advertisement for
publication does not endorse that
product or service, and readers are
advised that they should take
adequate precautions before
sending any money, or entering into
any legally binding agreement. sts

Complete your
kit with

SOLDIER

Order your copy from your
newsagent today!

Ortake outan
annual subscription
£19.30 UK, £11.50 BFPO,
£25.30 overseas.

Soldier Magazine subscriptions
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU112DU.

Tel: 0252 347353
or Aldershot Mil 2353

nfe
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REPLIES. To reply to a pen pal, write
a letter and send it to Soldier Magazine
at the address below. The Box number
must be CLEARLY written in the
TOP LEFT CORNER of the envelope.
Replies will not be forwarded after
three months from the cover date of this
issue.

REQUESTS. A pen pal advertisement
costs £11.75. Send vyour details
(maximum 35 words) and a cheque or
postal order for £11.75, pavable to
“Soldier”, to the address below. The
advertisement will appear in the first
available issue and all replies will be
forwarded.

All correspondence to: Pen Pals,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU.

Golden girl! Lively lady, mid-fifties,
would like a gentleman penfriend with a
sense of humour. My name’s Jean, I
have my own home and car but need
some company! P177

I am a 27-year-old secretary. Interests:
swimming, socialising, cooking. I am
5'3", long light brown hair and pleasant
personality. I would like a soldier pen
pal, 23+, to write to in my spare time.
P178

Linda, divorced, 43. Blonde hair, blue
eyes, 5'2", cuddly. Nice soldier to write
to around same age. Son of four and
four grown teenagers not at home.
Sense of humour, fun loving, homely.
Photo appreciated. P179

I am 28 years old and single. I am 56"
with short dark brown hair. I enjoy
socialising and going different places. I
wish to write to a soldier in my spare
time, 24+. P180

Kim, 20 years old, single, 5'8", told
good looking. Enjoys socialising and
travelling, mainly abroad because the
beer is cheaper! Seeks fun loving single
soldier 22+ to write to. All replies
answered. P181

Hi, single lady aged 25, 5'6", from

Army background. See soldier to
correspond with, tall aged 24/30,
serving anywhere, for friendship/

relationship. I like all kinds of music,
cinema and travelling. Photo appreci-
ated. Write soon. P182

Pam, 42, divorced, 5'4”, fair hair, hazel
eyes. Likes most music, photography,
walking, travelling, also homely. 2
teenagers. Needs lovable companion,
fun loving male with sense of humour.
Photo appreciated, will do same. P183

My name is Jacquie, I am 38 years old,
medium to rare, very female, upset
when overdone. I would like to hear
from a very caring humorous man who
isn’t afraid to put words on paper. P184

If you are aged between 37 and 45 and
you would like to correspond with an
attractive, intelligent lady then I would
be pleased to hear from you. P185

Wanted, one very special tall man aged
between 30-40 to mend this broken
heart of mine. I'm 35, slim, shapely,
educated, home owner, sincere and
attractive. Fair hair and blue eyes.
Please write soon, I'm waiting. P186

Bored? Me too! Scottish female (22 and
single) would like to hear your views on
life, music, cinema etc. Twenty
something servicemen with humorous
dispositions only need reply! P187

Hi, I'm tall (5'10"), long dark hair,
slim, 31 and a mum. I like enjoying life,
action and lazy days. I'd like to write to
a soldier from British/European/
Foreign forces — even a few lines! P188

46

CLASSIFIED

Hello is there anybody out there who
would like to correspond with a young
at heart 32-year-old divorced woman
with many interests. Looking forward
to your reply. P189

Hey, Soldier! I'm Fiona, 18, brunette,
single and would love to write to you if
you are 18-25 with a brilliant
personality and enjoy receiving lots of
letters. Do you fit the bill? Photo
appreciated. P190

Me Jane, you Tarzan. Would you like
to swing through the trees with me?
Attractive lady, 30ish, would like to
write to a nice man 30ish to 40ish.
Non-smoker. Photo please. P191

Business Opportunities|

Ladies. Are you bored whilst your
husband is out all day? You can be
earning extra income working from
home, or building your own business
for the future. BAOR welcome. All
replies treated confidentially. For more
details contact A.N.T. Marketing, Post
Office Lane, South Scarle, Newark
NG23 7]JH. 3135

Photographic Studio/Shop for sale,
providing commercial, weddings, por-
traits, etc., plus colour care processing
service. Very wide range of equipment,
with regular customers and good
turnover. Might consider selling
contents only. Phone 0780 57909
evenings and weekends (Peterborough
area). 31-33

Run your own

ARMY SURPLUS
BUSINESS

Interested?

Write to Box No 217,
Soldier Magazine,
Ordnance Road,
Aldershot GU11 2DU 7

Great opportunity to own a thriving
business unaffected by redundancy and
the current depression. Ideally suited to
a couple requiring good income and
easy working hours. Post Office in
village near Wokingham. Salary
£23,500. With cards and stationery,
gives total profit over £31,000. Retail
area can be easily expanded by 60%.
Retirement sale, we will be next door
for advice and holiday relief if required.
Freehold, detached, 3 double bed-
rooms, large garden, ample parking at
rear. £185,000 ono freehold. Phone
0734 883288. 3392

Now’s the time to look at a change of
lifestyle!! Invest your future in a well
established, year round, very profitable
9 bedroom guest house in Plymouth.
Fully equipped, ready to go! Excellent,
city centre location between mainline
railway station and new University of
Plymouth. Wide variety of trade
includes forces personnel attending
re-settlement courses at College of
Further Education. Presently owned
for 4%, years by two travel-bound
Canadians. £189,500, serious offers
only. Private sale. Contact Roy or
Shelley 0752 660687. 3z92

Earn as much money as you like from
home. Suitable for all ages. Send large
sae: PO Box 114, Reigate, Surrey RH2
7YE. 3392

| Entertainment |

Stardust Disco Roadshow. stereo
sounds, video show. Music for all age
groups, all functions catered for,
popular with Army since 1979. Ring
Doug on 0252 330504. TC

| . Foride

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - MAKE SURE
YOU GET YOUR COPY REGULARLY -
ONLY £19.30 FOR A YEAR’S SUBSCRIP-
TION IN UK, £11.50 BFPO, ELSE-
WHERE £25.30 OVERSEAS (SURFACE
MAIL), SOLDIER MAGAZINE, SUB-
SCRIPTIONS DEPT, ORDNANCE
ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GUIlI
2DU.

(Cheques to Soldier). 4f29

Helmet Plates, cap badges, shoulder
titles, collar dogs, over 2,500 in stock.
No restrikes. 24 page listing SOp.
Shotton, 7 Peak Road, Clanfield, Hants
PO8 0QT. 2313
Military Books. Thousands in stock
including new; secondhand and many
new books at less than half-price. Send
£2 in stamps for one year’s supply of
catalogues. Ray Westlake-Military
Books, 53 Claremont, Newport, Gwent
NP9 6PL. 1705

Original Medals, badges and general
militaria bought and sold. For free list
send SAE to: Grant Healey, 2 Sibley
Park Road, Earley, Reading RG6 2UB.

19-37

Worldwide Military Decorations,
Medals, Badges, Wings and Insigna.
Over 25,000 items in stock. Catalogue
£2. Invicta, 740 Gladstone Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 6X5, Canada.
2311
Falklands Campaign Argentinian
Photographs. Never published. Cap-
ture Government House. Marine
Barracks Moody Brook. Bombing of
Stanley Airfield. Special Forces. Photo
pack £14.50. Maj (Retd) Tom Godwin
MBE, Kalokhorio, Limassol District,
Cyprus. 2933
Model Soldiers. Quality 54mm metal
figures. WWI1, WW2, Engineers,
Medical, Third Reich. Matching scale
vehicles. SAE. 16 Coolhurst Lane,
Horsham, West Sussex RH13 6DH.
27-33
Regimental Jewellery. “Brand new”
- . . Adjutant General’s Corps. A very
attractive lady’s brooch in 9ct gold for
this new regiment. £130 inc VAT.
Silver version £40. Other regiments
quoted for. Special “one off” enquiries
welcome. | M Bickerton, Regimental
Jewellers, 13 Vyse Street, Birmingham
B186LE. Tc
Catalogue Available. WW1 Divisional
Signs (reproductions), Special Forces,
SAS, Para, United States and
Rhodesian insignia, £1. Andrew Butler,
10 Avebury Avenue, Ramsgate, Kent.
Tel: 0843 592529, 27-33

Military Mail Order - New Only —
Helly Hansen Field Jackets £50; SAS
Smocks £54; Para Smocks £53; Military
Lightweight Bag £54; Norgi shirts; £16.
36p SAE - John Bull Military Clothing
(Dept S), 12 Littlethorpe Park, Ripon,
N Yorks HG4 1UQ. Access taken. 0765
604071, 29-49

US Army Bergen. As new, not used.
£50. Tel 081-503 5082 after 6pm. 202

Quality Silver & Pewterware, superb
selection, full colour brochure, profes-
sionally engraved with regimental
design, at trade rates. Tank Regiment
enquiries only please. No individuals or
retail. Corivo Engravers, 190 Rocking-
ham Street, Sheffield S1 4ED. Tel:
0742 754168. 3141
‘Soldier of Fortune’ for British Army
clothing and equipment, US Army and
most European countries. Send £1 for
military and outdoor catalogues. 3a
Brymau 3 Estate, River Lane, Chester
CH4 8RQ. 1739
ERII Officer’s Sword excellent
condition £220, Victorian general’s
ivory hilted sabre £250, 1851 Adams
percussion revolver £280, 1857 Royal
Engineer’s sabre £220. Ross 0227
751434, 31-33

Bottoms-up Beermats printed for that
special event, with your Regimental

badge/message etc. From £45 per
1,000. Free samples Dels Press 0705
454723, 28-35
Engraved Brass Desk Nameplates
from £15. Bronze resin figurines from
£30. Full engraving service also
available. Details: Phoenix engraving,
0905 820914. 2937
Medal Mounting. Full size replace-
ment medals, miniatures and supplies,
blazer badges, ties, cap badges. Send
for comprehensive list. Badge and
Medal Services, 15 Overslade Crescent,
Coventry CV6 2AW. Tel: 0203 332467.

1-33

SAS Para Smocks. Modern fighting
orders — windproof smocks £70. CDM
SAS Smocks £54, Para £53. Norgi
shirts £16. Helly Hensen field jacket
£50. Full list 36p sae. John Bull
Military Clothing (S), 12 Littlethorpe
Park, Ripon HG4 1UQ. 0765 604071.
Supplied to PRIs. Visa-Access wel-
come. 23-33
RAMC Mess Dress size 42" chest,
5'11" approx. Excellent condition £100.
Contact SSgt Fowler, Duchess of
Kent’s Military Hospital, Catterick, N.
Yorkshire. 3133
New Issue DPM Goretex Jackets £80,
DPM Parkas £45, New Plce webbing
£80, DPM NBC suits £20, plus lots
more kit. Tel: 0207 580862 for lists.

31-35
Foreign Legion T-shirts, Legion Paras
Hunter Group/Legion Para Comman-
dos: White, Green, Blue or Sand £7.95.

Sweartshirts  £14.95. Legion colour
Recruiting  Poster £5.00. Legion
recruiting  Video  Colour/English

£12.95. Legion Commando training
Video £12.95. Legion Paras marching
songs, cassette £6.95. Legion battle
songs, cassette £6.95. Rhodesian
T-shirts: 1st Coy Commando Rhode-
sian Light Infantry/Selous Scouts/Greys
Scouts/Support Commando RLI/Spe-
cial Forces/Sniper £7.95. Sweatshirts
£14.95 (White, Green, Blue or Sand).
Rhodesian Army colour recruiting
poster £5.00. Troopie songs £6.95.
Video - Selous Scouts war in Rhodesia
£12.95. Aussie SAS Training Video
£12.95. Waffen SS Marching Songs
£6.95. US Army ‘Trooper’ quartz wrist
watches £29.99. US M3 Combat Knives
by Camillus £89. Please add £1.50 p&p
per order. Hills (), 3 Malthouse Road,
Crawley, W. Sussex RH10 6BE. Please
allow 28 days for delivery. nasz

Professional Medal Mounting and
anodizing service. New miniature and
replacement medals supplied. Wire
blazer badges, qualification, trade and
mess kit insignia. Quality display
framing. Excellent service, sensible
prices. Details from Art Militare, 39
Park Lane, Middlesbrough, Cleveland
TS13LQ. Tel: 0642 232650. 3.3

Glass Paperweights featuring regimen-
tal crest in full colour, £5.95 inc p+p.
120mm lead Soldiers in full ceremonial
uniform, ideal for presentations. 12"
Para bear with working parachute
£14.95 inc p+p. The Sentry Box,
Union Point, Uckfield, Sussex TN22
588S. 3392
Wire blazer badges for armed forces,
clubs and regiments, uniform regalia,
embroideries and accoutrements, ties,
medals, buttons, pennants and flags.
Contact: Kent Trading Company, PO
Box 824, Sialkot, Pakistan. Fax:
92-432-58417. 33.08

Full/miniature size medals mounted
for wear or display. Send for full list of
new miniature medals, ribbon
emblems, brooches, ribbon bars, clasps
etc., and medal mounting costs.
Access/Visa welcome. Worcestershire
Medal Services, 25 Golden Cross Lane,
Catshill, Bromsgrove B61 0LG. Tel:
0527 35375, 3392



REGIMENTAL SHIELDS
PLAQUES AND SHIELD CLOCKS

* Leaders in design and manufacture for
the British Army worldwide.

+* Made from the highest quality materials.

* We made your Shields for The Falklands
and The Gulf War, now with Options for
Change, contact us for details of our
FREE design service.

* Shields £9.50 — Shield clocks £17.00
VAT free outside the UK.

* Write for a colour brochure.

NEW IDEA - EXCLUSIVE

If your name is Green, Gough, O’Neill or

Mitchell we can offer you your own Shield

with your own personalised Coat of Arms

for just £20.

Send us your cheque or postal order for
£20 and allow 28 day's for delivery. If this
project is a success we will offer a full
personalised service to all Soldier readers.
Teresa Houghton

Military Marketing International,

16 Riverway, Shipston on Stour

CV36 4RD, UK. Tel: 0608 663770

Minimum order 25.

17125

Solid Brass Statuettes WWII and
modern soldiers, regimental shields,
plaques and key rings. For price list
send sae to: Austin Farina, Black Horse
Cottage, Gorceott Hill, Beoley, Worcs
B98 9EU. Tel: 0527 852831. 3347

Hand embroidered quality wire blazer
badges. Send design for sample and
quote. Gemini Insignia Company, 4/477
Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan. 33-01

Handmade Hand Forged Bowie
Kanives and Scottish Dirks. Send £2 for
information and photographs. Peter
Henry & Son, 332 Nine Mile Ride,
Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 3N]J.

3382

Army cap badges. Send SAE plus 50p
for lists to: Clans and Regiments, 14
Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East Yorkshire
HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and generous
discounts. 3337

Special Forces Medic Pack. PLCE
compatible, designed for patrol/section
level. Partly equipped £80. Box No.
218, Soldier Magazine. 3337

Medals. Full/miniature medal mount-
ing service. Loose or court style.
Comprehensive range of miniatures
always available. Write or phone for
quotation. Firmin & Sons Plc, 82/86
New Town Row, Birmingham B6
4HU. Tel: 021-359 6666. Established
1677. 33-01

The British Army is changing.
Remember your regiment depicted in a
pewter figurine painted to a high
standard, plus wooden base. Most
periods represented in two scales. Very
competitive prices. Mr G Pitwood, 4/6
Station Road, Gretton, Northants
NN17 3BU. Tel: 0536 771988. 33792

Fullsize and miniature medals profes-
sionally mounted. Affordable prices
and efficient service. Replacement
medals and new miniatures supplied.
Medal display cases, wire/silk blazer
badges, ties, cap badges. Comprehen-
sive list. Badge and Medal Services, 15
Overslade Crescent, Coventry CV6
2AW. Tel: 0203 332467. 33-05

[ GiftServices |

Perfumes and After Shave. Large
selection at reasonable prices. Available
for sale, or we can arrange a “Perfume
Party” in your house in Bordon/
Aldershot area. Phone Val or Dave for
full details on 0420 488782, TIC

Why not give someone “A Title for a
Tenner”. What a gift/presentation idea!
Details from S A Survival, Gayfield,
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 1Q]J. 3301

Normandy, Bayeux. Watermill and
riverside apartments near landing
beaches, war museums and cemeteries.
Self catering or B&B. Now booking for
the 50th Anniversary of D-Day. Ideal
for groups. Telephone the British
owners in France: (01033) 31219125.

31-33

Ski courses & guided treks. 92/93.
Canadian wilderness Rocky mountains.
Book now, contact K M Hall Outdoor
Activities. 0302 300105 UK.

| Houselets

Homeowner? Posted and worried? Let
good tenants pay your mortgage while
you are away! We provide a complete,
comprehensive, reliable and guaranteed
Property Rental and Management
Service, tailored for the special needs of
our HM Forces clients from the longest
established fully professional specialist
Agency. Full coverage of all areas
England and Wales. Most of the staff
are ex-Service themselves and under-

3392

stand your problems completely,
including the special Rent Act
provisions to protect you as a

homeowner abroad. Good commercial
rates and effective insurance scheme. *
Find out about our full range of
services. * Send now for full details
and brochure to: Belvedene Property
Management, Millmead House, Ratfyn
Road, Amesbury, Wilts SP7 4DZ. Tel:
0980 625066. nae2

FAX YOUR AD
ON 0252 347358

CLASSIFIED

Gerlings (incorporating Scotlet Ltd).
We provide a complete property
factoring and management service for
members of H.M. Forces in Scotland.
So relax about the posting, profit from
your property and let Gerlings look
after your property. For details write to
Gerlings, 101 Whitehouse Loan,
Edinburgh EH9 1AT or phone us
031-447 0111, na g2

INDEPENDENT

@connosyrm

~ Counselling &
advice for members of

the Amed Forces

Sundays 5-7
28 Con%na'ciglﬂISt

London E1 6.
Tel:(071) 247 5164

Powys, Wales. 4 bedroom semi, fitted

kitchen, multifuel central heating,
garage, large shed, large garden with
pond. 15 minutes Brecon, 20 minutes
Crickhowell. £59,950. Mr Jones, 0874
711022. 33-35

Bolton. Three bedroom dormer
bungalow, quiet cul-de-sac close
Manchester. Gardens front and rear.
£53,000. 0204 396260. 3335

Wiltshire/Dorset/Hampshire. Com-
prehensive letting and management
agents. A family firm who know from
experience the particular problems of
service families. We operate a full rental
and management service with the
accent on individual service. Write or
telephone now to: Sarum Properties,
Office 6, 7-11 Brown Street, Salisbury
SP1 1HE. Tel: 0772 421707. Also: 34
Silver Street, Warminster BA12 8PT.
Tel: 0985 846905. TC

Suffolk. Let someone else pay your
mortgage! Buy and let in Brandon.
Potential £320 rent. 3 bed semi,
d/glazing, gas ch, gardens, 18ft lounge.
Cooker included, therefore ready to let.
£43,950. Tel: 0962 887381. 2738

Make your first impression count —
Curriculum Vitae from £25 profes-
sionally written and presented to help
you gain that vital first interview. Send
SAE for FREE Information Pack to
Sharpe Office Services, 6 Rossmore
Gardens, Aldershot, Hampshire GU11
3XF. 20-35

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

ADDRESS .......

HEADING ........ccoe.
1 2 3 4 5
6 T 8 9 10
i 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25

If you need more space, please use a sheet of plain paper and attach firmly to this form

TOTAL COST PER INSERTION

................................... WORDS AT 20p e
£

COST: 20p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £4.00 PER INSERTION, VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED.
N.B. NAME AND ADDRESS/PHONE NUMBER SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN COST
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID AND WILL BE INSERTED IN THE FIRST AVAILABLE ISSUE.
Send to: CLASSIFIED ADS, SOLDIER,
ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT,

X NUMBER OF INSERTIONS £

AMOUNT

VAT (¢ 17.5% €

BOX NUMBER IF REQUIRED £2.00 PER THREE INSERTIONS

HANTS GU11 2DU
ENGLOSED £ voooooereeeeeeesereesene CHEQUE/PO No ...
(Made payable to S

Home movies transferred to video,
video tapes copied. American/Canadian
and Foreign videos converted to British
system. Insured mail order service.
VTS Video, 121 Winston Avenue,
Poole, Dorset BH12 1PD. Tel: 0202
716652 or 669303. T

Have you written a will? Retired Army
Officer and professional will writing
consultant compiles sophisticated and
legally binding Wills with no
compromised personal security to
yourself, beneficiaries or witnesses.

Credentials supplied on request.
Contact Martin Allen, Just Wills (NW)
0606 863569 anytime. 20-35

C.V.’s produced, Letters of Applica-
tion drafted, interview techniques and
promotion board coaching, all to your
requirements. Quality work from a
professional. Phone Stuart Carter on
061-903 9091 for an information pack.

29-33
It's cold outside! A better CV can help
you get that inverview, secure that job.
ABCS CVs designed to impress,
professionally compiled and laser
printed on quality stationery. We
specialise in helping military personnel
succeed. Details from 0403 272772
(24hrs). 33-39

Loans £1,000-£10,000. No deposit. No
security required. Tenants welcome.
Cars, home improvements, furniture,
clear loans, HP, credit cards, cash
spare. Norstar Finance, 0929 423925.
9am-9pm 7 days.

Pamphlets/Manuals all types British
demolition, mining, mine lifting
equipment, post 1945 (must be unclas
or de-classified). Good prices paid.
Details to Box Number 216, Soldier
Magazine. 20.33

27-35

Guards items required by private
collector. Certain bearskins, officers
and o/r to complete collection.
Anything Guards considered, very good
prices paid. Mike Gray 0943 831009
anytime. 20-47

Gulf War militaria bought by
historian, e.g. badges, propaganda
leaflets, photographs, printed
ephemera and souvenirs etc.,
Laurie Manton, c/o Soldier Maga-
zine, Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU. TC

SOLDIER
ADVERTISERS

GET

RESULTS

FOR DETAILS
OF DISPLAY
and
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
RING
ALDERSHOT
0252

347352 ..

47
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Tailors
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Military Livery and Civilian Tailors -
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Tailors by appointment to:
The Life Guards.
The Blues and Royals.
1st Tha Queen’s Dragoon Guards.
4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards.
The Queen’s Own Hussars.
16th/5th Queen’'s Royal Lancers.
Royal Tank Regiment.
Corps of Royal Engineers.
Royal Corps of Signals.
The Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire.
Royal Irish Rangers.
The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment.
The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment.
The Royal Regiment of Wales.
The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters.
The Royal Hampshire Regiment.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment.
The Light Infantry.
7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles.
The Army Air Corps.
The Royal Army Chaplain’s Department.
Royal Corps of Transport.
Royal Army Medical Corps.

Royal Army Ordnance Corps.
Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers.

Corps of Royal Military Police.
Royal Army Pay Corps.

Royal Army Veterinary Corps
Small Arms School Corps.

The Royal Army Educational Corps.
Royal Army Dental Corps.

Royal Pioneer Corps.
Intelligence Corps.

Army Physical Training Corps.
Army Catering Corps.

The Army Legal Corps.

The Berkshire Yeomanry.

The Inns of Court and City Yeomanry.
Royal Gloucestershire Hussars.

The Wessex Regiment.

The Ulster Defence Regiment.

Exclusively cut and tailored in our own workrooms by experienced craftsmen, under the
personal supervision of Mr Golding.
We offer top quality service using the finest Barathea and Superfine materials, with
competitive prices and credit.
Our special fast service is available at no extra charge.

We can also supply: military ties, blazer badges, badges of rank, Marcella shirts,
miniature medals, Sam Browne beits, spurs, George boots, Mess wellingtons and khaki
shirts,

Full-sized and miniature medals remounted.

Service dress hats, side hats and Blues hats supplied.

Our Representative will call at your

request. Ring (0727) 41321 or write for

details to: 220 Hatfield Road, St Albans,
Herts AL1 4LW.

—— — — — — — —— — —

[OLYMPICS TUG OF WAR FOOTBALL]

R Signals power
to stylish win

THE FOURTH inter-corps
tug of war championships,
hosted by REME at SEE
Arborfield, were dominated by
the Royal Signals.

Drawn largely from 7 Sig
Regt, 2 Sig Regt and Royal
School of Signals, the powerful
squad won the 560kg, 600kg
and 680kg classes in good style.

The RAOC, represented by
FOD Dulmen, won the 640kg,
despite being tired from a hard
week’s activities at the Royal

Akabusi’s

FORMER APTC warrant offic-
er Kriss Akabusi left the
world athletics stage in style
at the Barcelona Olympics.

He won bronze medals in
the 400m hurdles, beating the
British record with a time of
47.82 sec, and in the 4x400m
relay.

He has promised a final
British and European season
as a final farewell to those
who have supported him.

® Serving Army repre-
sentatives in other events
had little luck in Barcelona.

Modern pentathlon com-

Tournament. A moment of
history was attained by the
Army Medical Services, repre-
sented by the RAMC Trg Gp
and RHQ RAMC, whose squad
contained the first QARANC to
pull in tug of war.

Sgt “Dinger” Bell achieved
this distinction — having been
recently re-badged QARANC
from the RAMC.

He takes to his new corps a
silver medal, won in the 560kg
class.

bronzes

petitor Capt Dominic Mahony
(Life Guards) could only
manage 36th place individual-
ly, after disappointing shoot-
ing and fencing perform-
ances, though he and his two
colleagues finished sixth
overall in team standings.

Sabre hope Cpl James
“Willie” Williams (Depot Reg-
iment, RE, Chatham), in his
first Olympics, ended the
competition in 32nd place in
the individual event. The
men’s sabre team of which he
was a member failed to
qualify for the finals.

RCT tennis triumph

THE RCT celebrated its 80th
anniversary in fine style by
winning the Army lawn tennis
league for the first time in its
history — and in its last year
before the formation of the new
Royal Logistic Corps.
Formed in the early Sixties,

the league gained official
recognition in 1968, the
instigators being the then

President of the Army Lawn
Tennis Association, Maj Gen
Pat Turpin, late RCT, and Lt

Col John Walters, Chairman of
the Army lawn tennis league.

The general donated £20
from his own pocket and the
cup is to this day affectionately
known as “The Turpin Cup”.

During the Army cham-
pionships, current players,
along with the chairman of
RCT Tennis, Lt Col (Retd)
John Hambleton and Lt Col
(Retd) John Walters visited the
general at his home in
Guildford.

BFHK join the elite

AS THE new season gets under
way, the British Forces Hong
Kong football team takes its
place among the elite of the
Colony’s soccer community.
A hard-won second place in
the Hong Kong second division
last season earned the Forces
the right to play against the
professionals in the first
division this season, against

such notable names as South
China, Eastern and Ernest
Borel.

There is tremendous interest
among Chinese football fans as
to how the Forces XI — from all
three Services — with their
British style of play, will fare
against the Hong Kong
professionals, says team mana-
ger Maj Peter Smurthwaite.

[ WINDSURFING CRICKET

REME surfe
celebrate

IN THEIR regiment’s 50th
anniversary year, REME wind-
surfers celebrated by picking
up most of the prizes in the
widely-expanded 1992 Army
Windsurfing Championships at
Weymouth.

On the first of four days of
events, REME became the first
corps team champions by
winning the inter-corps team
championships after beating
the RA team in the final.

Eight corps teams had
entered the competition, and it
proved to be not all plain sailing

Arborfield
college
takes cup

WINNERS of a close final in
this year’s Army Junior Cricket
Cup were the hosts, Princess
Marina College, Arborfield.

AT LCpl Mark Wilding’s
score of 72 and AT Sgt Ian
Young’s four-wicket tally con-
tributed to PMC’s 2l-run
victory over AAC Harrogate in
a 35-over match.

Other competitors in the
three-day event were JLdrs

Bramcote, JLdrs Bovington,
AAC Chepstow and ACC
Aldershot.

Result: PMC 194, Army Apprentices
College Harrogate 173.

for the eventual winners,
having to dispose of Royal
Signals and RAC on the way.

The performances of Cpl
Dave Tindall and LCpl Nick
Scott dominated the series.

A new event — the inter-corps
team event — with 12 teams of
four windsurfers competing
was also won by REME, who
again beat the gunners in the
final.

Heavyweight Army wind-

surfing champion was Nick
Scott, lightweight champion
Mark Lewis (APTC).

LCpl Nick Scott on his way to victory

Spot the ball: AT Mark Ball (PMC) on his way to making 37 not out against ACC Aldershot in the first

round of the Junior Army cricket championships

Five-day festival takes its toll

OUTCOME of the Army U25
cricket festival was: won two,
lost two, drawn one.

The drawn match was the
opener, at Aldershot against
Combined Public Schools of
Western Australia where the
Army team, chasing a total of
167 all out, where thwarted by
rain on 130 for eight.

An easy win, again rain-
affected, followed the next day
at Tidworth where after a late
start the Army overhauled
Wiltshire’s 45-over total of 161
for 5 by six wickets.

At Bovington the following

day, BAOR, in their final
match of a short European
tour, struggled to reach a total
of 133 all out in 50 overs. The
Army’s reply was again
effective, with 2nd Lt Tom
Nicholson (Gren Gds) scoring
38 and Cpl Nick Palmer (AAC)
40. Best performance of the day
was 6 for 27 by Lt Alastair
Houldsworth (REME).

In a competitive match, the
Army U25 XI had a disastrous
start at Marlow the next day.
Playing against Buckingham-
shire U25, the side was 25 for 4
before Capt Tony Wilby (RE)

and 2nd Lt Iain Wood (Green
Howards) — who scored his 50
in 45 minutes before being
dismissed for 64 — took the
score to a much more
respectable 107.

Wilby (66) was last out,
leaving a total of 185 to beat. In
a nail-biting last over, Bucks
eventually managed to score the
required runs with three balls
left.

Perhaps affected by this - or
the results of playing five
matches in as many days — the
Army put in a lacklustre and
uninspiring performance the

following day at Normandy,
Guildford. They never looked
like reaching the 200 for 9 in 55
overs amassed by the National
Fire Service, against whom 2nd
Lt Patrick Logan (AAC) took 7
for 25 in 11 overs, including a
hat-trick (all bowled).

@ The Army U25 team came
out on top in the three-day
inter-services festival, hosted
by the RAF at Vine Lane,
winning the final match -
where they had scored 221 for 8
in 55 overs against the RAF —
with five overs to spare.
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| SPORT )

Howzat! Watts foiled
by injury

IN SPECTACULAR weather,
more than 110 competitors in
the 1992 Army tennis cham-
pionships at Aldershot played
285 matches in 14 events.

However, the tournament,
sponsored by Sun Alliance, got
under way with a shock.

Eight times Army singles
winner Capt Nigel Watts with a
plaster cast on his arm as a
result of a cricket injury, was
forced to withdraw from the
competition.

This opened up the draw and
some rapid re-jigging took
place. The singles event had
already started and it was not
possible to re-seed the draw,
giving those in Wartts’s half a
golden opportunity for great-
ness.

Rising star Sig Paul Tague,
left without a partner, teamed
up with Pte Trevor Fox
(RAOC) and, following some
frantic telephone calls, Lt Bill
Herlihy persuaded AAC col-
league Lt Col Andy Westcott to
partner him in the inter-arms
and corps event,

Maj Julia Dixon, Warts’s
regular partner in the mixed
doubles, took pity on Capt
Nigel Berragon (RAOC) and
offered him a partnership
which lasted until a semi-final
defeat by eventual winners Maj
Gary Mason and Capt Kirsty
Ogden-Swift.

This year’s tournament in-
corporated the Junior Army
championship for the first time.

Apprentices from the Prin-
cess Marina College at Arbor-
field provided all the finalists in
the under 18 singles — where
AT Cpl David Bough beat AT
David Bloss — and the under-18
doubles, with AT LCpl David
Harris and AT Allan Tate
beating Bloss and Bough.

Finals day saw victory for Sig
Paul Tague in the Army singles
championship and some sur-
prises in the doubles events
where Tague, partnered by the
relatively unknown Cpl Jim
Hope R Signals easily defeated
the RCT pair of 2nd Lt Dean
Stevens and LCpl Mark
Boulton in the inter-arms and
corps event.

50

Tague stimulated Pte Trevor
Fox (RAOC) to a surprise
victory over the well-
established pair of Maj Alan
Butterfield and Lt Bill Herlihy
in the open doubles.

No such shocks in the ladies’
events, where the return of
Kirsty Ogden-Swift to the
tennis scene and the discovery
of 2nd Lt Lorna Hambly
augured well for the inter-
Service competition at Wimb-
ledon.

Full results:

Singles ~ Sig Tague (P Sigs) beat Sgt
Simpson (APTC) 6-3 6-1; Inter-Arms and
Corps doubles ~ Cpl Hope (R Sigs) and Sig
Tague beat 2nd Lt Stevens (RCT) and LCpl
Bolton (RCT) 6-0 6-2; Men’s doubles — Sig
Tague and Pte Fox (RAOC) beat Maj
Butterfield (RAEC) and Lt Herlihy {AAC) 7-6
7-6.

Ladies’ singles — Maj Dixon (AGC) beat
Capt Ogden-Swift (AGC) 6-3 6-3; Ladies’
doubles — Maj Dixon and Dvr Whitney (RCT)
beat Capt Ogden-Swift and 2nd Lt Hambly
(AGC) 6-3 7-6; Mixed doubles — Maj Mason
(R Sigs) and Capt Ogden-Swift beat Dvr
Welch (RCT) and 2nd Lt Hambly 6-4 5-7 6-2.

Veterans’ handicap singles - Maj
Hilton (retd) beat Lt Col Dennis (retd) 1-6 6-2
6-3; Veterans’ singles — Lt Col Hughes
(AGC) beat Lt Cal Nautch (RAQC) 6-3 3-6
6-2; Veterans’ doubles — Lt Col Hughes
and Lt Col Noutch beat Brig Reeves and Maj
Hilton (retd) 6-2 6-3.

Men's U18 — AT Cpl Bough beat AT Bloss
6-0 6-3; Men’s U18 doubles — AT LCpl
Harris and AT Tate beat AT Cp! Bough and
AT Bloss 7-5 6-2; Men’s plate — Winner,
SSgt Baldock (REME); Ladies’ plate —
Winner Maj, Wood (AGC).

ENGINE breakdown, battery
failure and a two-day storm with
winds of 50 knots were some of
the hazards faced by members
of the tri-Service crew of TS
Trenchard on the 2,700 mile
Puerto Rico-Boston leg of her
journey from Boston, Mas-
sachusetts to Liverpool in the
Tall Ships Race.

Pte Cara Wright (R Sigs), one
of the four Army members of
the team, had had no previous

.

e: Mark Southwell

experience in sailing, but said:
“It was brilliant. | loved every
minute of it, though some of it
came as a bit of a shock, and
quite a few of us said our
prayers during the storm.”

She is pictured with (left to
right:) Maj (retd) Simon La
Salter; Tpr David Woods (17/21
L); and WO1 Kevin Timmins (Int
Corps).

@ See also picture opposite.

AN -

On the attack at the Army senior water polo championship

Engineer Regiment (dark caps),

s at MAS were eventual winners 36
shown on the way to a 24/2 rout of 16 Sigs in a preliminary match.

Picture: Mike Weston

Final score, against 21 Eng Regt, was 22-2. Also competing were 16 Sig Regt and School of Signals.
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Sig Paul Tague (right), winner of the Men’s
Open Singles in the Army Lawn Tennis
Championships at Aldershot and (left) his
beaten opponent, Sgt Eric Simpson.
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Below - First-leg crew members of the tri-
Service Nicholson 55ft yawl Lord
Trenchard, which is due back at the Joint
Services Sail Training Centre, Hornet,
Gosport this month after completing the
final transatlantic leg of Exercise
Columbus 500. The boat was one of a
northern European fleet of 500 in the
race, commemorating the explorer's
voyage of discovery and using his
navigation methods.
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Members of the Corps of Drums of 1st
Battalion The Royal Hampshire Regiment
perform at a reception held at Peninsula
Barracks after the regiment's emotional
farewell parade and service in
Winchester. See Pages 24-25.
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