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IT has been 18 months since a shot was
last fired in anger in Eritrea, but evidence
of the East African country’s two-and-a-
half-year border war with Ethiopia still lit-
ters the arid landscape.

Just three yards from a major trench
system, and untouched since the United
Nations brokered an end to the conflict,
lies the corpse of an Eritrean second lieu-
tenant. Denied a military burial and left
to decompose under the unfor-
giving African sun, the officer’s
body is a macabre reminder of
the continued threat from
mines, which remain responsi-
ble for more than 30 civilian
casualties a month.

A lethal legacy of the recent conflict,
and the 30-year struggle for indepen-
dence that raged before it, it is estimated
there are 600 minefields and 100,000
mines in Eritrea.

And although the British Army does
not participate in humanitarian de-
mining operations, soldiers from the Bat-
tlefield Engineering Wing at the Combat
Engineer School in Minley and the
Defence School of Explosives Ordnance
Disposal at Chatham are hoping that their
expertise will reduce the threat to inno-
cent lives and help some of Eritrea’s
300,000 misplaced refugees return to
their homes.

ari

British soldiers prepare Kenyan engineers for the demands of h

A 16-strong British team travelled to
Archer’s Post in northern Kenya for
Operation Hodari Sapper — a four-week
programme aimed at training and equip-
ping a Kenyan engineer troop in accor-
dance with UN regulations — for de-
mining operations in Eritrea.

The need for the training team, the first
of its kind, was identified by the comman-
dant of the British Peace Support Team
(BPST) in Kenya, Col Rob Andrew.

“A large part of my job involves coordi-
nating and supervising the provision of

éLeft to decompose under the
unforgiving African sun, the officer's
body is a macabre reminder of the
continued threat from mines?

UK military assistance to regional
armies,” Col Andrew explained. “Opera-
tion Hodari Sapper was born out of get-
ting a foot in the door of the Kenyan Army
commander’s office less than a year ago.

“He told me that his engineers had a
capability gap when it came to humani-
tarian de-mining, not just in terms of
training but also equipment, and asked
whether we would be able to arrange
training assistance to address this,

“The previous group of Kenyans to be
deployed to Eritrea as part of the United
Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea
(UNMEE) were trained in conventional
minefield breaching but were attempting

to do humanitarian de-mining. Conse-
quently they were not in step with current
United Nations standards.”

The task of ensuring that the next batch
of Kenyan engineers that go to Eritrea are
up to scratch and properly equipped fell
to Capt Alex Eade of the Mine Informa-
tion and Training Centre and his team of
instructors from the Royal School of
Mechanical Engineering.

“Humanitarian de-mining was a com-
pletely new subject for the Kenyan mili-
tary,” Capt Eade told Soldier. “Conven-

tional de-mining is minefield
breaching, which is done to
achieve a military objective,

whereas humanitarian de-mining
involves clearing the ground of all
mines and unexploded ordnance
so that it can be returned to the
people.

“We had asked for all of the students
put on the course to be the equivalent of
our class one engineers, to be fluent in
English and reasonably competent, but
that was not the case,” he said. “A lot of
them had real trouble speaking and
understanding English when we first
started teaching them.

“We had to go right back to basics and
teach them what a mine looks like and
how it works before moving on to the
actual de-mining process.”

However, with the British engineers
working 12-hour days, six days a week,
Capt Eade noticed a dramatic change

Al LCpl Tom Jepson

o (63 Support Squadron,
= I 3 RSME)

| was responsible for
S teaching the Kenyan
P signallers all the com-
' munications that they
will need in Eritrea. This course has
been very hard for them because
they all speak Swahili and have had
to learn the phonetic alphabet and
use the same radio reports as the
British and United Nations.

For the first few days they were
very poor but they have all made a
massive advance since then. In the
Kenyan Army the signallefs tend to
be the most educated soldiers and to
have had some form of higher edu-
cation, so their retention of informa-
tion is first-class.

The teachers

r o

Sgt Dai Powell (MITC)
We have seen a massive change in
their de-miners capabilities but it has
\'—‘v been a big job. After the first week we
| realised that we would have to go
i back to basics with the Kenyans and
teach them de-mining from scratch,

and in that respect the whole experience has
helped me to hone my own teaching skills.

Some of the soldiers are very, very good and
grasp things quite quickly but there are others who
have given us a few headaches.
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slower than w

Cpl Richie Cullip (63 Support
Squadron, 3 RSME)

From a teaching point of view it has
been frustrating at times. The lan-
guage difference is obviously a prob-
lem and has meant that the whole
training process has been a lot

e would have hoped.
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Capt Moses Wasomi

The training has gone
very well. During the first
two weeks there was some
difficulty with communica-
tion because we are not
used to the English lan-

' nitially and some of us found it hard to
| Understand them, but everybody has pro-
‘Qressed a lot. We are fast learners,

Sgt Ernest Andanje
| The training has been very

gone by we have continued
to improve our de-mining
drills and techniques. | feel

put these skills to good use
the future.

The s

' ‘guage. The British soldiers spoke very fast

| complicated but as time has

% that we have learnt a lot and

r

tdents
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Army. At first we had a communication
problem because we are used to speak-
ing to each other in Swahili but a lot of us
can now speak good English.

Iooing forward to using my skills to help

the United Nations in Eritrea.

anitarian de-mining

in the knowledge of his 68 studcr{ts.

“The Kenyans were all very receptive
and keen to learn, and even held their
own revision sessions in Swahili each
evening,” he said. “Unfortunately, their
entire education system seems to be
based on learning lists of things.

“If you asked them what was on page
55 of the 1954 copy of pamphlet six they
would be able to tell you straight away,
but it is when they attempt to apply that
knowledge on the ground that they run
into some difficulty.”

To combat this the training team made
full use of the vast expanses of land that
surround the Kenyan Army’s Combat
Engineering School in Isolo, settingl up
mock minefields and devising various
casualty scenarios. With temperatures
topping 40 degrees during the day, the
desert-like terrain proved an ideal class-
room for the Kenyans who will encounter
almost identical conditions in Eritrea,

Using the protective helmets, body
armour and mine-detectors donated by
the British (part of a £100,000 package),
the Kenyans were drilled in every aspect
of mine clearance.

Capt Eade added: “It is likely that most- AR
of the de-mining in Eritrea will'be done » -

= o
using prodders, which is a veryscon-

trolled, slow, boring and methodical oper-
ation.” ; &
Fortunately, the art of taking things.

slowly was one area of de-mining in which

PR T ]
the Kenyans needed no extra cuqd;u o
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Cpl Simon Oguta

The training has been very
good and everything we
have learned has been new
to us. We are very grateful
for the help we have
received from the British

Spr Lamech Nyangige

| am very happy to have

e Deen trained by the British
Army — they have been very
kind. A lot of the information
| that we have been taught

fl was new to me and | am
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No role for women in close combat

RESTRICTIONS on women serving in
close combat ground roles are to remain
in place following a wide-ranging study by
the MoD. This confirmation of the cur-
rent policy bars women from serving in the
Household Cavalry and Royal Armoured
Corps, the Infantry, the Royal Marines
and the Royal Air Force Regiment.

In a message to commanding officers,

the Chief of the Defence Staff, Admiral
Sir Michael Boyce, said he and the Chiefs
of Staff had looked at scientific literature,
physical selection standards, opinion polls
of Service personnel and families, and the
impact in the field of mixed-gender teams
on cohesion and military performance.
Their decision was based on the over-
riding need to maintain combat effective-

ness. “In conditions short of war-fighting,
mixed-gender teams work. What nobody
knows is how such teams would behave
under the extreme conditions of close
combat,” said Admiral Boyce.

In the absence of evidence from other
armies, including Israel, he said he “could
not justify the grave risk that this might
entail just for the sake of experiment”.

Flying aid: A Chinook delivers wheat

and blankets to a village in south
Troops were in the area as part of Operation Snipe

e - P o
-east Afghanistan.
Picture: POA (Phot) Tony Leather, RN

Bug hits medics
at Afghan base

SERVICEMEN affected by an enteric-
like illness at Bagram in Afghanistan con-
tinue to improve. As Soldier went to press
no individuals were assessed as being
very seriously ill although 13 personnel
were being treated at Bagram, in the UK
and in Germany.

Ten other soldiers had been discharged
and returned to duty. Tests conducted in
the UK confirmed that the illness was
almost certainly a winter vomiting virus,
Symptoms included fever and diarrhoea.

As a precaution, 34 Field Hospital
RAMC, from Strensall, York, was closed
to all but similar cases after its staff con-
tracted the disease.

Specialists were flown out to reinforce
the medical team while the German hos-
pital in Kabul and the US hospital at
Bagram provided cover for UK troops.

Away from the capital, 45 Commando
Group units were involved in Operation
Snipe, a search-and-clear mission in
remote mountains believed to be used as
a base by al-Qaida and Taliban forces,

About 1,000 personnel, including sol-
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diers from 7 (Sphinx) Commando Bat-
tery, 29 Commando Regiment RA, and
59 Independent Commando Squadron
RE, were deployed on the operation,
supported by RAF Chinook helicopters
of 27 Squadron.

The area, in the south-east of the
country had not previously been
searched by coalition forces. Aim of the
mission was to destroy terrorist infra-
structure and make the area safe for
humanitarian operations.

A major cave nerwork containing a
huge arms cache was unearthed and
investigated. Hundreds of mortars, anti-
tank guns, rocket-propelled grenades,
mines, rockets and artillery rounds, as
well as thousands of small-arms and light
anti-aircraft ammunition, were destroyed
by demolition charges which set off a
massive explosion, blowing up the entire
complex.

Troops from 45 Cdo Gp joined US
and Australian forces on Operation
Condor after an Australian patrol
engaged al-Qaida and Taliban forces.

Mobs attack
soldiers in
Belfast riots

FOUR soldiers and ten police
officers were treated for shock after
being attacked with blast bombs
during disturbances in north
Belfast which left two Army Land
Rovers burned out.

The vehicles, carrying soldiers
from the 2nd Battalion, The Royal
Irish Regiment, had deployed in
support of troops from the 1st
Battalion, The Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders and police
who were dealing with rioters.

The soldiers had just got out of
their vehicles to deal with the crowd
of nationalist youths when a device
was thrown from the loyalist side of
the sectarian confrontation line.

An Army spokesman said: “It was
a narrow escape for troops doing
their best to protect all sections of the
community from wanton violence.”

The attack was one of a series of
increasingly violent incidents
directed at security forces.

FEROCIOUS

Recent weeks have seen soldiers
and police subjected to ferocious
assaults with petrol, acid and pipe
bombs. Shots have also been fired at
security forces.

In other developments, stone-
throwing youths used a mechanical
digger as a moveable barricade
from which to launch attacks in east
Belfast.

Five policemen were injured when
ammonia bombs were thrown
during the same incident, which
involved several hundred rioters.

Army explosive ordnance disposal
teams have been experiencing one
of their busiest periods for years. As
well as dealing with scores of live
devices, they have been called out to
hoax bomb alerts on railway lines
which have disrupted services.

® Anything but quiet — Page 25




Homeward bound: Soldiers of the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Scots parade with their regimental
Colours from Holyrood Palace to Edinburgh
Castle, announcing their return to their home city
after an absence of more than 20 years. The reg-
iment, which recruits from Edinburgh and the sur-
rounding areas, was last stationed in the city in
1981. Since then it has been posted in Germany,
England, Inverness and Northern Ireland. The
battalion has now moved into Dreghorn Barracks.

Band-box smart

= ~ ¥ RS

Fresh look: LCpl Yogendrakumar Chongbang,
of the Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas, shows off
his Bosnia medal, the band’s new uniform and its
new kukris-and-lyre cap badge. Picture: Chris Fletcher

WHILE Challenger 2 main battle
tanks and Warrior fighting vehicles
conduct their noisy war across the
prairies of Alberta this summer, a
small group of soldiers will slip qui-
etly and unobtrusively onto their battle-
field armed only with bolt-action rifles.
They are the snipers — or close preci-
sion attack section - of the 1st Battalion,
The Black Watch, deploying to Canada
this month. Small arms expert WO2
Adrian Stewart began training the BW
sniper team while deployed in Kosovo a

Black Watch snipers
set sights on Canada

year ago. They recently returned from
Poland, where they used laser simulators
to engage targets — usually enemy com-
manders - at long range.

“It again underlined the fact that, even
on the modern battlefield, a single rifle
can be just as effective as a smart bomb,”
said WO2 Stewart.

ltalian reaction corps
takes shape rapidly

A BRITISH general and a small UK
advance party are in post as the head-
quarters of a new Italian rapid reaction
corps takes shape near Milan.

Maj Gen Seymour Monro is deputy
commander of the HQ Rapid Reaction
Corps Italy, based in facilities under con-
struction at Ugo Mara Barracks, Solbi-
ate Olona, 35km north of Milan.

Until a military “village” is completed
in 2004, most British families attached
to the headquarters will be housed at
Varese, a large town near Lake Mag-
giore, 30km to the south. Remaining
British Army and Royal Air Force posts
are to be filled by August.

Italy, which has identified a significant

® LCpl Jitbhane Pun, right,
from 1 RGR, has earned the 100th
NEBS Management team leader
award — a nationally-recognised
Level 2 qualification — since the
scheme was introduced last year.
The success of the pilot course at

_the Brecon-based Infantry Training

number of combat and support forces
for the corps, is providing more than
half the HQ staff, with the UK con-
tributing 24 and Hungary 14.

The USA, Canada, Poland, Ger-
many, Greece, Norway, Portugal, Spain
and Turkey are also expected to be
involved.

Largely modelled on HQ ARRC, the
rapid reaction force headquarters is
undergoing an interim operational
capability review this month and is
expected to receive its final operational
capability certificate in December. It is
being put forward by the host nation as
one of six high-readiness land force
HQs recommended by a Nato review.

Pay As You Dine
trials in autumn

Project to start with Household Cavalry Mounted Regiment

LONG-awaited trials of the Pay As You
Dine (PAYD) scheme are to begin at
Armed Forces locations in the autumn.
Army units at Hyde Park Barracks,
Warminster, Marchwood
military port, Wattisham,
Brawdy and Fort George
will be among the first to
be involved.

Evaluation will last for at
least 12 months to test the
concept of integrated non-
operational catering, retail
and leisure services for the
military. The delivery of
improvements to quality of
life, particularly for junior
ranks, is regarded as a key
element of the project.

First units to be involved
in the tri-Service initiative
will be the Household
Cavalry Mounted Regiment, RN Air
Station Culdrose and RAF Henlow.

Following the launch of the first three
trial units, the experiment is to be
expanded at two to three month inter-
vals to include 17 Port and Maritime
Regiment RLL.C, 14 Signal Regiment,
the 2nd Bartalion, The Royal Green

consume.

PAYD objectives:

@ Introduce a new
system of charging, in
non-operational
messes, where individ-
uals will pay only for
the food they choose to

® Deliver a catering,
retail and leisure service
acceptable to Service
personnel and perceived
by all as an improvement
on the current regime.

® Deliver service that
incorporates commer-
cial best practice and
optimises quality and
cost-effectiveness.

Skill Force looking to swell its ranks

SKILL Force, the MoD-sponsored initiative to develop under-achieving youngsters
in school, is looking for recenily retired and about-to-retire officers and senior
NCOs to join its ranks. The scheme has produced impressive results, with a 71 per
cent reduction in school exclusions among participants — and there has been a
recruiting spin-off, with 39 per cent of year-11 pupils showing an interest in a mili-
tary career compared to four per cent nationally.

For details, contact Jenny Hughes on 020 7321 2688 or rfealondoninner @ctp.org.uk

Jackets, 3 and 4 Regiments AAC and 7
Battalion REME. A third phase will
draw in the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Highland Fusiliers as well as 40 Com-

mando Royal Marines and
RAF Leuchars. They have
been chosen to represent a
range of roles, sizes, work-
ing patterns, locations and
catering contractors.

There would be no
change under PAYD to the
three-mess culture, which
is regarded as supporting
operational effectiveness.

No one will be turned
away from a hotplate, even
if they run out of money
and special dietary and reli-
gious eating needs will be
met.

Soldiers entitled to duty
meals will still receive them free of
charge under the new system, which
will be introduced from 2004-05 if the
trials are a success.

® Tell the PAYD team what you think
at dpaydsolcomms(@dlo.gsi.gov.uk
or by telephone (civ) 01264 348051,
(mil) 94391 8051.

P
P Centre Wales has ensured
the qualification will form a
key element of the Infantry's
efforts to achieve civilian
accreditation for its soldiers
to recognise the knowledge
and skills they accumulate

through their careers.

L
Gloves EXERCISE-directing staff “premature functioning”.
S handling a new variant of the Although the handle has been
essential SBNL28Al battle noise sim-  lengthened on the A2 variant
i'an eW_ ulator — still to be formally (see Soldier report May, Page
et e introduced into service — are 18) the igniter composition is
noise required to wear combat issue  exactly the same on both
WL 3 gloves on both hands to pro- models and may or may not
S|mU|at0r tect them against flaring and flare after ignition.

® Newly-promoted WO2 Alan based Sherwood Rangers

Slater, right, was presented with
the certificate confirming his
appointment by the top man . . .
Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon
himself. The surprise ceremony

when Mr Hoon visit-

~ed Alan’s unit, the Nottingham-
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Yeomanry.

® Soldiers from 16 Close
Support Medical Regiment at
Colchester collected £1,800 to
buy a former NHS ambulance

for the people of A!ghanistan._)

Note-able family
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the first brother and sister to serve together in the
Corps of Army Music. Both play the cornet and
serve in the Lowland Band of the Scottish Division.

Men's health
in spotlight

SOLDIERS are taking part in a week-long
campaign this month to raise awareness of
men’s health issues.

Organised by the Men’s Health Forum, a
UK-based charity, the key messages are that
men are more likely than women to die from
cancer, heart disease, HIV infection, acci-
dents and suicide. They are also
more likely to have an accident,
drink more than is good for
them, smoke, be overweight
and use illegal drugs.

Of 110 male tri-Service
deaths due to injury in 2000, 37
were caused by off-duty road
traffic accidents, eight as a
result of on-duty crashes, and
32 were self-inflicted. In the
same year, training and exercise
injuries accounted for a third of

RIP
STRIP
ROLL
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male medical discharges.

In Germany, soldiers serving
with the 1st Battalion, The
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers
were given the chance to talk to medical pro-
fessionals at an interactive “health fair”.

The campaign is aimed specifically at a
military audience, for whom physical fitness
has a direct impact on combat effectiveness.
Soldiers were told regular exercise reduced
the chance of sports injuries and that train-
ing should be modified after injury or illness.
They were also told the benefits of a bal-
anced, nutritious diet.

www.menshealthforum.org.uk

Health warning: Use a
condom is the message
behind this HIV poster



Whilst still undergoing training, a young Scottish
recruit was seriously injured in a car crash, which left
him paraplegic. A property became vacant, but needed
extensive adaptation to make it suitable for his needs.
We were able to contribute to the renovation costs and
give a grant towards essential items and furnishings.

Since the ABF was formed, we have helped
soldiers, ex-soldiers and their families with all kinds
of problems, emotional, physical and financial.

To help us continue our work we need

your support.

A seriously

iInjured recruit
didn’t just neead
medical help.

If you would like to find out more about
how you can help the Fund, please
contact us, quoting ‘Soldier’.

020 7591 2000

website: www.armybenfund.org

e-mail: enquiries @armybenevolentfund.com
Army Benevolent Fund, 41 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5HR

ARMY
BENEVOLENT
FUND
» SUPPORTING THE BEST

The ABF is the Army's national charity and is committed to the weifare of Army and ex-Army personnel and their families. (Registered Charity No. 211645)




Light Infantry makes itself
comfortable in Dhekelia

SOLDIERS of the 2nd Battalion, The
Light Infantry, accompanied by 149 fami-
lies and 140 children, have moved in at
Dhekelia to replace the outgoing 1st Bat-
talion, The Cheshire Regiment.

Commanded by Lt Col Peter Davies, 2
LI was previously based at Bulford, from
where it has completed tours in the Balka-
ns and Sierra Leone in the past two years.

An early event for the battalion was its
annual bugle competition, with 13 musi-
cians competing for top honours. Overall
winner was Pte Sean Taylor, who becomes
the CO’s bugler.

Of 60 soldiers who started a junior
NCOs’ cadre, only three failed to last the
course.

An early visitor to the battalion was the
Colonel of the Light Infantry, Maj Gen

Settling to the task: 2nd Lt Pete Nichols, left
and LCpl Martin Wear, A Company, 2 LI, dis-
cuss a patrol route along the buffer zone

Robin Brims, who spent three days touring
the Episkopi Sovereign Base Area for
which 2 LI is now responsible.

Cosy quarters in
the Buffer Zone

Territorial Army sappers improve troops’ accommodation

MORE than 70 Territorial Army sappers
from the UK descended on Cyprus to work
on projects designed to make life more
comfortable for British soldiers on United
Nations duty in Nicosia.

The military engineers, drawn
from nearly 20 units, were
involved in Operation Tosca,
during which volunteers spent a
fortnight on the island upgrading
soldiers’ accommodation in the
demilitarised zone between the
Greek Cypriot south and the
Turkish north.

Housing for troops patrolling
the Green Line and manning 30
observation posts (OPs) is basic,
with several men having to share
rooms. WO1 Keith James, Military Works
Force (V), said: “Operation Tosca is a
month of high-intensity engineering work
that has a major impact on the health,

WO1 Keith James

safety and welfare of those in this sector.”

Biggest project was the refurbishment of
a six-bedroom house. The sappers virtual-
ly rebuilt it from a shell, installed a sewage
system and electricity and put in
plumbing.

In another part of the buffer
zone, they converted into sepa-
rate bedrooms four large living
spaces previously shared by sol-
diers. First to benefit from the
upgrades will be gunners from 32
Regiment RA, who are currently
patrolling the line.

Other work included the
installation of masts to protect
from lightning strikes the OPs
which rise above the buffer zone;
the repairing of winter damage to tracks
used by patrolling soldiers; and the laying
of 4,000m of cable to power halogen lights
along patrol routes in Nicosia.

UPDATE

Larkhill gears
itself up for
thunder of
guns during
Army 2002

Military show open to public

A SPECTACULAR five-day show-
case for the Army is to take place
at Larkhill on Salisbury Plain from
July 3 to 7.

Members of the public will be
able to book tickets (priced at £7)
for the Army 2002 weekend - July
6-7 = by ringing 0871 220 9703 or
going to the show website at
www.army2002.com.

Described by the organisers as
an adventure not to be missed, the
event will range from ceremonial
to combat firepower. The defence
industry will exhibit on the first
two days.

Main attractions over the week-
end will be demonstrations of
Royal Artillery and Royal
Armoured Corps firepower, with
visitors able to feel the thump of
barrages laid down by heavy guns,
and the ground-shaking thunder of
a troop of Challenger 2 main battle
tanks firing on the move.

APACHE ATTACKS

Aircraft will roar overhead to
support ground troops engaging an
enemy. Visitors can expect to see at
close hand main battle tanks,
Apache attack helicopters, Warrior
infantry fighting vehicles, para-
chutists and Chinook and Hercules
aircraft.,

An adventure centre will offer
the more daring a chance to com-
plete a confidence-building course,
take part in paintball battles, and
scale climbing walls. Main arena
attractions will include massed
bands, motor-cycle displays, mili-
tary dogs, re-enactment societies
and The King’s Troop, RHA.

On the Friday, the évent will be
open to schoolchildren and cadet
forces.

Mgr Vasey

A REPORT on the
death of Mgr Kevin
Vasey, the Army’s
Principal Roman
Catholic chaplain
(Update, April)
incorrectly named
him as Keith. The
error is regretted.
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Germany signallers transfer

JHQ Rheindahlen-based 252 Signal
Squadron has been transferred to the Defence
Communications Services Agency. Squadron
commander Maj Garth Pickersgill said: “Up to
ten of our tradesmen will be held at a high
readiness state to deploy with HQ ARRC to
assist in the meshing of static infrastructure
communications systems with the field-deploy-
able systems of 1 Signals Brigade.”

Keeping the peace
TWENTY-seven officers and
senior NCOs from 143 (West
Midlands) Brigade took part
in a two-week international
peacekeeping exercise —
Co-Operative Lantern — in
Holland. They were joined
by about 500 soldiers from
15 countries.

Cadets’ big moment

FOUR Army cadets from Birming-
ham whose multi-media presentation
won them a trip to Pakistan met
Prime Minister Tony Blair at Downing
Street. LCpl Abusyfyan Abdullah and
Cdts Abjurrahaman Raja, Shoaib
Hussain and Alex Glover-Hill are all
members of the Combined Cadet
Force at the city’s Lordswood School.



Curtain drawn on big guns in Kosovo

WITH the return to Giitersloh of 26th Regiment RA, the days of AS90 in
Kosovo have ended. The gunners, back in Germany after a ten-month pan-
Balkans tour of Kosovo and Bosnia, were the last to deploy with their big
guns to the region, easing the pressure on all AS90 regiments and allowing
them to take part in missions outside the Balkans for the first time in years.

High points during the deployment - 26 Regt’s fourth in the region -
included 155mm illuminating missions near the boundary with Serbia,
manning observation posts on the Macedonian border and uncovering one
of the largest caches of weapons found in Bosnia. First to deploy, in July last
vear, was 16 Battery (Sandham’s Company). It reinforced The Black Watch
in Pristina and was followed to the Balkans by 127 (Dragon) Battery.

The remainder of 26 Regt deployed to Pristina and Podujevo in October.

Under Big Ben

A digest of what's being said on
Army matters in Parliament

Lords caution

WY

=~ LILL

And | quote. ..

¢ | would particularly pay
tribute to the young men
and women of our Armed
Forces who give such
professional service to
this country, often in
most demanding and
dangerous circum-
stances. They have my

on change to
special forces

TWO former Chiefs of the Defence Staff have
expressed reservations about suggestions
that more special forces should be created.

In a debate on the Armed Forces on May
15, Lord Guthrie told the House of Lords:
“Special forces need to be special and very
demanding standards need to be maintained.
If larger special forces were to mean reduced
standards, we would be seriously eroding our
capability.

“Special forces are not so much about num-
bers as about capability. We probably have
the best and most respected special forces in
the world. We should keep them that way”

Lord Inge said he believed it would be a
mistake to reduce the high standard of “prob-
ably the best special
forces in the world” by
increasing their numbers.

“Also, special forces are
best employed at the
strategic level, which is
where the best opera-
tional results can be
achieved. | hope that the
MoD will not make the
mistake of using them at
the tactical level”

respect and admiration. ®

— The Queen, respond-
ing to a Loyal Address
in the House of Com-
mons to mark the 50th
anniversary of her

Cost-effective: The esti-
mated cost of basic train-
ing for one recruit during
the year ended March 31
was £11,000.

accession.

Bowman: Operational field
trials of the Bowman communications system
are due to begin in November next year at
battalion level. A final field trial, at brigade
level, is planned for August-September 2004.

Wide-ranging: A total of 3,873 overseas per-
sonnel from 104 countries — ranging from
Albania to Zimbabwe — were involved in mili-
tary training in the UK last year.

In credit: The number of Army personnel
claiming working families tax credit is 1,718.
In the Royal Navy it is 73 and the Royal Air
Force 345.

Island intake: Last year 364 Fijians joined
the Army, bringing to 906 the number of
islanders to enlist since 1998.

' Pregnant pause: On May 1, 354 members of

the Army, 93 of the Royal Navy and 223 of the

Royal Air Force were pregnant.
.

)

Cavalry make

big arms find

A SWEEP by C Squadron,
The Blues and Royals (The
Household Cavalry Regiment)
around Dubica in Bosnia
turned up an impressive arse-
nal of illegal weapons, includ-
ing eight heavy pieces.

It was almost a case of first
time lucky for the unit, whose
only previous involvement on
an Operation Harvest search
for hidden arms had been
conducted with local police.

In a mission run by C
Squadron and supported by a
platoon from the Prince of
Wales Company of the Welsh
Guards  battle-group, the
Blues and Royals uncovered
68 small arms in addition to
the heavy mortar tubes, more
than 100 mortar bombs, 79
grenades and 12,000 rounds
of small arms ammunition.

Maj Adam Lawrence, OC
of the unit, said: “C Squadron was in
the same area in 1999 as part of the
HCR battle-group, so it is the second or
third time for most of the soldiers in this
area.” His troops began a six-month
tour at the end of March when they
relieved the regiment’s A Squadron.

During the second morning of the 36-
hour operation, LCoH Andy Short’s

Heavy stuff: Some of the weapons found by the HCR

Y

patrol found a rifle in a storage barrel
and an M27 behind a shed. Another
team soon reported other finds. A
farmer who handed in two 83mm tubes
and 50 boxes of mortar bombs told Sgt
Rhys Gwillan WG that the munitions
had taken up space in his barn and that
he was very pleased to get rid of them in
case the building caught fire.

IN BRIEF

® A new squadron of Queen's Gurkha
Signals paraded last month at Gamecock
Barracks, Bramcote, home of 30 Signal
Regiment. Formed last year as part of 2
Signal Regiment, 246 Gurkha Signal
Squadron is now officially a QGS sub-unit.

® Support Battalion, HQ ARRC, led by

Maj Steve Townell, won half the trophies at
the RLC combined corps skill-at-arms
meeting at Ash-Pirbright ranges.

® Col Sgt Maj Gordon Clark, right,
inspects the first new-look guard, formed by
the 1st Battalion, The Highlanders, to be

mounted at Edinburgh Castle to mark the

+June 2002 SOLDIER

Bound for the Balkans: Thirty-six Warrior fighting vehicles and support vehicles belopging to the Tic!wprth-based 1§t .Bat!alion, The
Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment set out from a siding at Ludgershall, Wilts on the first sta‘g,.e of their journey to Pristina in Kosovo,
where the battalion will be based for six months. The vehicles were taken by rail to Marchwood military port near Southampton for a voyage

by sea to northern Greece. On the final leg of their trip to Kosovo, the Warriors were transported by road.

Picture: Sgt Brian Gamble

Ground-breaking TA signals
unit back from Banja Luka

WHAT was believed to be the first
fully-formed Territorial Army squadron
to be mobilised to an operational the-
atre since the Suez Crisis of 1956 has
returned from the Balkans.

The contingent of TA soldiers, who
made up 97 Signal Squadron, were
drawn from units across the UK. For six
months they provided communications
support to HQ British Forces keeping
the peace at Banja Luka in Bosnia.

During periods of free time squadron
members took part in a community
project to install computers and refur-
bish a school in the town. Employers of

Medics called up to support operations

FIVE anaesthetists and two surgeons serving in the Territorial Army are
being called up this month under the Government’s compulsory mobilisa-
tion legislation. They will be deployed in July to Bosnia, Kosovo and the
Afghanistan theatre to support military operations. It was stressed that the
call-up had nothing to do with the mystery illness affecting 34 Field Hospi-
tal personnel at Bagram airfield. Earlier this year TA intelligence special-
ists were compulsorily called up to help in the fight against terrorism.
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some of the soldiers — who came from
the West Midlands, Bristol, Sheffield,
London, Nottingham, Milton Keynes,
Dundee and Edinburgh - donated
computers and other equipment to help
the project succeed.

(National
Brigade, who was responsible for the
creation of 97
deployment demonstrated that, given
the right circumstances, training and
support of civilian employers, individu-
als in the TA could match their Regular
counterparts on a one-to-one basis.

Brig Nigel Jackson, Commander of 2
Communications) Signal

Squadron, said the

Water-Warrior

Making a splash: A Warrior crew from the 1st
Battalion, The Royal Highland Fusiliers take
their infantry fighting vehicle for a run on Ayr
Beach during a military exercise in Scotland
Picture: Mark Owens

® NAAFI has split itself in two to meet the
Army’s changing requirements at home and
abroad. Northern Ireland, overseas military
bases and the Expeditionary Force Institutes
are to be managed by Naafi International,
while domestic facilities — used significantly
less — are to be refashioned under Naafi GB.

Queen's birthday. Since the end of the Second
World War, the castle esplanade has been
guarded during summer months by two sen-
tries. In future, military ceremonial duties will
consist of 16 soldiers parading only on days
when a member of the Royal Family is in the
city and on special salute days.

Will decision not to guard castle spread to London? — Page 73

@ Colchester Garrison Radio has teamed
up with the BBC World Service to broadcast a
half-hour programme to Nepal every evening.

@® Army chef Cpl Jason Derriman, from 7
Air Assault Battalion REME, Wattisham, spent
a week in the kitchens of Raymond Blanc's
famous Le Manoir aux Quat'Saisons restaurant. )
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War widowers' pensions rules eased

WAR widowers can now enjoy the same
pension entitlements as war widows. Under
changes introduced on April 8 widowers will
no longer be subjected to means-testing.
The changes remove restrictions on war
widowers’ pensions and means they now
have the same entitlement as war widows
to basic and supplementary pensions and
allowances. Anyone turned down under
the old rules may make a fresh claim under
the new. Those already receiving an award

under the War Pensions Scheme will have
their claims reviewed automatically to
ensure they receive the full entitlement.
The old rules reflected social conditions
after the Second World War, when hus-
bands were regarded as the primary bread-
winners and subjected to means-testing.
For more information contact the Veter-
ans Agency free helpline on 0800 169 22
77 (UK), +44 1253 866043 (overseas) or
e-mail help@veteransagency.mod.uk

Barrel of laughs:
BBC presenter
Michael Aspel,
left, meets Capt
Alan Ponde, a
troop leader with
The King’s Royal
Hussars, on Sal-
isbury Plain while
filming the KRH’s
silver for the “The
Antiques Road-
show”. Michael
was last in Tid-
worth in 1951
when he was a
National Service
rifleman.

Picture: Sgt Brian
Gamble

BRITISH military advisors eased the final
intake of former freedom fighters into the
South African National Defence Force
(SANDF) and brought the curtain down
on eight years of sensitive work.

A team from the Pretoria-based British
Military Advisory and Training Team
(South Africa) - BMATT(SA) — deployed
to Kimberley to oversee the intake of 68
men and women from the military wings of
the African National Congress and the Pan
African Congress.

The intake mustered at Kimberley was
the last of 21. It will become part of the
SANDF, which is being developed to oper-
ate within and outside South Africa’s bor-
ders. Currently it has soldiers in Burundi

Stephen Menary, the Army cadet
injured by a torch bomb, meets the
Queen during a tree-planting cere-
mony in London. He was also pre-
sented to the Duke of Edinburgh,
Colonel-in-Chief of the Army Cadet
Force.

® WO2 Ray Moore of the Military
Works Force, Nottingham, presented
Stephen'’s appeal fund with a cheque
for £2,200. He raised the money by
completing the Great North Run.
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eam plays its part
N New SO

uth Africa

and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

With BMATT(SA) members observing
at every stage, the former irregulars were
given identity and medical checks at the
headquarters of the 3rd Battalion, South
African Infantry, told of the career options
available to them and boarded for rank,
appointment and training needs.

More than 150 British Army officers
have been involved in the process over the
past eight years, during which time they
have shouldered the difficult task of weav-
ing together the fighting components of
eight different forces.

Their mission was so successful that the
team was awarded a Wilkinson Sword of
Peace for its achievements.

THE BBC is looking for
Service people with
transferable skills for a
documentary about
moving to a new career
in a different sphere. To
register an interest, you
need to click on the
BBC logo in the Ser-
vice section of
www.modreunited.com
by mid-July.

What the Press has been saying

@ The SAS plans to sweep away its
culture of secrecy by employing a
spin-doctor to publicise its battles.
The highly-paid public relations
expert will give newspapers and
television official versions of SAS
operations. — News of the World

@ Politicians love the Army but the
feeling is not reciprocated. Politicians
pay tribute to the Armed Forces and the

" Armed Forces reciprocate with a short,

muttered reply no newspaper could
print. It's a love-hate relationship and
why would it be otherwise? — Simon
Carr’s sketch in The Independent

® Soccer-mad squaddie David
Borrie of the Royal Dragoon Guards
based in Germany drives 1,300 miles
home every weekend to play in his
local Sunday league in Scarborough,
North Yorkshire. — Sun

@ A futuristic electronic cannon that
can fire one million rounds of heavy
artillery a minute is among the
contenders to replace Crusader, the $11
billion howitzer project that the US
Defense Secretary has deemed
obsolete. — Times

® An unprecedented number of
young people of ethnic minority
origin are applying to join the Army
after a long campaign to overcome
concerns about racial harassment
and discrimination. — Times

@ The Dartmoor Ten Tors Challenge
[see Page 29] faces growing criticism
from environmentalists who fear the
presence of so many walkers on one
weekend threatens the survival of some
of Dartmoor’s internationally rare bird
species. — Independent

® Teenage girls increasingly want
a career in the Armed Forces while
the appeal of the military has
declined dramatically for boys over
the past half a century, according to a
new survey. — Daily Telegraph

@ Rats may soon take part in search-
and-rescue missions or hunt for
landmines after a remarkable
demonstration by American scientists of
a “Robo Rat” which carrys a special
backpack containing a radio receiver
and brain stimulator. - Daily Telegraph

@ The Pentagon has developed a
new weapon in the war on terrorism —
the honey bee. Scientists have
trained swarms of the insects to find
minute traces of explosives and
guide humans to the site. — Times
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British Army marks
half a century of
close allegiance
to the Sovereign

CTODAY, after 51 years, the Armed
Forces of the Crown again owe their
allegiance to a Queen.As Soldier goes
to press it is not known what Army
titles and honours will be assumed
by Queen Elizabeth II. 3

WITH these words the March 1952 edi-
tion of Soldier recorded the arrival on the
throne of “a Queen born and bred in Ser-
vice traditions, a Queen who once wore
bartle-dress and denims”.

At that time some regiments already
enjoved close links with the new
Monarch. As Princess Elizabeth, she was
Colonel of the Grenadier
Guards, Colonel-in-Chief
of the 16th/5th Lancers
and The Argyll and Suther-
land Highlanders, and
Honorary Brigadier of the
Women’s Royal Army
Corps.

The late King, George
VI, was Colonel-in-Chief
and Captain General of
more than 30 regiments
and corps.

As Princess Elizabeth,
the new Queen had had
her name in the Army List
since 1942 when, not
long before her 16th
birthday, the King appointed her Colonel
of the Grenadier Guards.

On her birthday she took her first salute
from a parade of detachments of the regi-
ment, Her first solo public engagement
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New Colours were presented to the Scots Guards by their Colonel-in-
Chief, the Queen, at Windsor Castle last month, above. Queen’s and
Regimental Colours were received by the 1st Battalion and the 2nd
Battalion, the latter’s to be held by F Company, Scots Guards.
Currently based in London, 1 SG will Troop its Colour on June 15. It
is due to exercise in Kenya later this year before leaving the UK for a
posting to Germany in 2003 as Warrior-equipped armoured infantry.

Picture: Mark Owens

March 1952: How Soldier recorded the start of the Queen’s reign, left

was an inspection of the 4th Battalion,
Grenadier Guards in 1943,

In that edition half a century ago, Sol-
dier reported: “Like his father and grand-

father, the King made the design of

badges, medals and new uniform his per-

sonal concern. He set his face against
® Turn to next page




The Queen

® From Page 17

anything which was foreign to the dignity
and traditions of the Services. He stood
by the spirit of the King’s ulations.

“Now those King’s Regulations are the
Queen’s Regulations. The King’s Com-
pany of the Grenadier Guards, whose
Colour traditionally goes to the grave

Company. Only the name changes.

“The King died knowing that the tra-
ditions were safe; that the Heiress
Throne would proudly a

responsibilitie

Over the pas
have been steg
to each othe
affection in which the British Army holds
its Queen is evident in the cov ge of
countless occasions on which . has
honoured its officers and soldiers, men
and women, with her presence.

A few of those events are recalled in the
pictures reproduced on these pages.

Moun!ed:_For many years the Queen rode at
the Trooping of the Colour on Horse Guards
Parade, here with the Irish Guards, above

Family.moment: With The Argyll and Suther-
land Highlanders in Catterick in 1979, right

Comba't lorder: The Queen talks to Gurkha soldiers, above, during a
1978 visit to their former base in Church Crookham, near Aldershot

Ceremony:_The Queen inspects men of the 1st Battalion, Coldstream
Guards while presenting the regiment with new Colours in 1999, right

"R ——
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Laughter: A
moment of
humour
during a royal
visit to the
Women's
Royal Army
Corps centre
at Guildford in
1979, right

New start: The Queen, accompanied by Gen Sir John Wilsey, on the
formation of HQ Land Command at Wilton on June 28, 1995, above

The Queen’s titles include:

Colonel-in-Chief — Life Guards,
Blues and Royals, Royal Scots
Dragoon Guards, Queen’s Royal
Lancers, Royal Tank Regiment,
Royal Engineers, Grenadier
Guards, Coldstream Guards,
Scots Guards, Irish Guards,
Welsh Guards, Royal Welch
Fusiliers, Queen's Lancashire
Regiment, Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders, Royal Green

Historic occasion: The Queen and the Duke of Jackets, Adjutant General’s Corps

Edinburgh celebrate the bicentenary of The
Royal Yeomanry at Windsor in April 1994, above

Jubilee diary

June

3: Military units all around the world will
be marking the day with beacons, bon-
fires and jubilee celebrations.

4: RAF fly-past over Buckingham Palace.
23: Charity concert by military bands and
picnic in aid of Army Benevolent Fund,
Royal British Legion and SSAFA-Forces
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and Royal Mercian and

Help at Loseley Park, Guildford, attended
by Earl and Countess of Wessex.

27: Queen visits Armed Forces in
Portsmouth (no public access).

29-30: Merseyside Service charities mili-
tary show, Walton Hall Park, Liverpool.
July

5: Parade for the Queen'’s bodyguards
and In-Pensioners of the Royal Hospital
Chelsea, Buckingham Palace gardens.

Lancastrian Yeomanry.

Affiliated Colonel-in-Chief —
Queen's Gurkha Engineers.

Captain General — Royal
Artillery, Honourable Artillery
Company and Combined Cadet
Force.

Patron — Royal Army
Chaplains’ Department.

The Queen holds similar
military titles in Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, Malawi and Malta.

6-7: Outdoor family spectacular at Army
Training Regiment Lichfield, Staffordshire.
13: Family fun day featuring TA at Red Hill
Primary School, Chislehurst, Kent.

17: 3rd (UK) Division Beating Retreat,
Tidworth Polo Ground. Gates open 1700.
October

11: Concert by the Band of the Welsh
Guards, Lyric Theatre, Carmarthen.

@ See also Dates on Page 65

©
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Royal Artillery lends support
in hunt for al-Qaida terrorists

GUNNERS from 29 Commando Regi-
ment, Royal Artillery, have been in action
providing fire support to 45 Commando
Group during efforts to flush out al-
Qaida and Taliban forces.

The regiment’s guns provided fire sup-
port for assaults on a number of cave and
bunker complexes during Operations
Ptarmigan and Snipe. More than 120
rounds were fired from 7 (Sphinx) Com-
mando Battery’s 105mm light guns.

Rugged terrain, altitudes starting at
3,000m and fearsome daytime tempera-
tures have been among the hurdles faced
by the gunners.

“The fitness of the observation post
parties has been tested to the limit as the
terrain proved exceptionally challeng-
ing,” said Capt Chip Bryant of
148 (Meiktila) Commando
Forward Observation Battery.

“In addition the climate
constantly fluctuated between
snow, rain, electrical storms
and freezing temperatures to
seething heat. On top of that,
each man was weighed down
with full small-arms am-
munition scales, grenades,
enhanced body-armour, hel-
met and surveillance equip-
ment.”

The time between arrival in
theatre and deployment on the
first offensive operation, Op
Ptarmigan, was no more than
48 hours for some.

Gunners from 148 Battery
were inserted with the Brigade
Reconnaissance Force and
three days later a troop of guns flew in by
CH-47 to support the infiltration of 45
Commando Royal Marines with the Tac-
tical Group of 7 Battery.

Capt Bryant said although coalition
forces had previously cleared the area
there was a real threat of al-Qaida and Tal-
iban forces remaining dug-in in the
numerous caves and bunker complexes.

These had previously been at the centre
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All quiet:

A sapper
keeps guard
at a cave
entrance,
right,
surrounded
by boxes of
munitions

Upin
smoke:

The cave
complex and
a significant
ammunition
cache is
destroyed,
below

of heavy fighting on a feature called the
Whale during Op Anaconda. There were,
over the course of five days, many finds of
significance, including communications
equipment, documentation, weapons and
ammunition.

Immediately Op Ptarmigan was over,
the brigade began planning for Snipe.

This 16-day operation over some of the
harshest terrain in Afghanistan involved

sweeping through a remote
valley from which the enemy
had fled. Working in territory
new to the coalition forces,
troops discovered a cave com-
plex containing a huge amount
of arms and ammunition. It
was destroyed where it was
found before all units on the
ground returned to Bagram.

Back at the airfield the
gunners have integrated their
Mamba artillery locating ra-
dars into the force protecting
the airfield, providing data on
any indirect fire attack.

This, coupled with a troop of guns
ready to engage on immediate notice in
counter-battery fire missions, has provid-
ed a considerable increase to the security
of the coalition forces.

One Mamba has also been deployed
to Kabul in support of the International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and
there are plans to locate other systems fur-
ther afield.




ONE OF THE UK’s LEADING CO-ED BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 11 - 19 YEARS
Why choose Queen Ethelburga’s for a boarding education?

» Our boarding facilities are considered to be the best in Europe

» A Sunday Times’ Top UK School for GCSE & A-Levels results

» Our Key Stage 3 Test Results are well above the National Average

» We have invested over £17,000,000 in new facilities and resources

» Equestrian minded students can bring their horse to school with FREE Livery FC‘*’\ AR

» We offer over 100 dlfferent Scholarshlps : Bursarles and Riding Options

Teaching Resources

Over £17m has been invested in high quality new
classrooms, libraries, computer networks and floodlit
sports facilities. We accept a broad range of pupils
from many backgrounds. They leave us confident and
successful. 95% of A-Level 6th Form go to University.

100 Scholarships, Bursaries & Options

From 100% of full boarding fees, to free livery for a
horse at school, to scholarships for Art, Choral/Music
and Sport. Having just gone co-educational there are a
number of interesting awards for boarding boys. There
are remissions of up to 20% for Forces and other
categories of parental career. Over £500,000 is
awarded each year. Please ask for full details.

FORCES

Boarding Facilities - every bedroom has...
Direct dial telephone & voice mail, TV/Video (on timer),
music centre, safe, hot drinks facility, fridge, iron, hair
dryer, heated towel rail, fitted carpet, wash hand basin,
powered ventilation, fire sensor, study area and more.
Many rooms have their own ensuite bathroom.

Equestrian Facilities

Boarding pupils can bring their horse to school with
free livery. The Royal Court Equestrian Centre is part
of our campus and has 185 stables, 10 acres all
weather floodlit surfaces, Olympic sized indoor arena,
3 cross country courses and more. Sixth Form can
study BHSAI and Equestrian Management. Instructors
include Karen Dixon - Olympic Eventer.

THE ONLY INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS OFFERING A 20% REMISSION
OFF BOARDING FEES FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
Co-educational Day, Weekly & Full Boarding 3 to 19 years (Boarding from 6 years)
We think there are four important points that make our schools your ideal choice for a boarding
education for your child. Firstly we understand the needs of service families. We have staff who are
married to serving members of the forces. We have decades of experience in ensuring your child will
settle well, be confident and successful. Secondly our boarding facilities are the best of any
independent school in Europe. Thirdly QE is one of the Sunday Times Top UK Schools for GCSE and
A-Level reSuIts Our Key Stage 2 & 3 exam results are well above the national average. Fourthly we are

Chapter House Preparatory School

ONE OF THE UK’s LEADING CO—EDUCATIONAL BOARDING & DAY SCHOOLS 3 - 11 YEARS

| W Girls & Boys boarding from 6 years of age. Caring, friendly staff
B Superb new boarding facilities - probably the best in Europe.
~ ® Every bedroom has:in/out telephone, voice mail, Music Centre,
TV/Video (on timer), Fridge and more. Many bedrooms have
ensuite bathrooms.Our new boarding house is very comfortable.
Please visit us to see how good our first class boarding is.
% B One of the UK's Top Schools for Key Stage 2 Exam Results.
J ® Amazing Equestrian Centre - possible FREE livery for boarders
= B Seamless move to Queen Ethelburga’s College at 11 years
B Huge investment in new teaching facilities and resources
W Small classes with dedicated and friendly professional teachers

We are a Sunday Times’ UK Top 100
Preparatory School for Academic Results.
Pupils are happy, confident and successful m A happy school where every child is treated as an individual

Easy to get to by
road, rail & air.
10 minutes
from A1M

Queen Ethelburga’s College Charitable Foundation (Reg No: 1012924) for the purposes of Education

QUEEN ETHELBURGA’S COLLEGE & CHAPTER HOUSE PREPARATORY SCHOOL

 Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. Y026 9SZ. Telephone for prospectus & video: 08707 42 33 30
You may care to visit our website: www. queenethelburgas.edu. E-mail: remember@compuserve.com
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“Watch out, mate . . . your puttee has come undone.”

“0i . . . pick that up. Are you trying
to turn this place into a tip?”

“Umberto? . . . What would be your worst nightmare?” sto rl e s o 82

(by Chip Wood, who was there)

“And did sir pack his own natty matching luggage?” “No, you can't ‘ave a fill.”
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Soldiers are busier
than ever in Belfast,
a city in the grip of
the worst sectarian
violence for years

Report: Anthony Stone
Main picture: Steve Dock

IF what happens in north Belfast almost
every night kicked off in any other city in
the United Kingdom it would be front
page news and there would be almost as
many television crews on the streets as
rioters.

But little of the unrest is reported out-
side the province — a situation the Gener-
al Officer Commanding Northern Ire-
land, Lt Gen Alistair Irwin, finds frustrat-
ing.

“Because people are not aware of what
is going on they think that nothing is
going on,” he said. “Actually nothing
could be farther from the truth. It is not
considered by editors back home to be
very interesting. We have, after all, been at
this for 34 years without a break. It has to
be really exceptionally interesting to enter
people’s consciousness.”

Lt Gen Irwin’s first experience of
Northern Ireland was in August
1970 when he was a subaltern in
The Black Watch. One of his first
jobs was as an acting platoon
commander on public order duty
during the Apprentice Boys’
March in Londonderry. He has
returned over the years to com-
mand a company, a battalion and
a brigade.

“We are very busy doing what
we are paid to do, which is to sup-
port the police in the defeat of terrorism
and the maintenance of public order.

“It is perfectly true that the volume of
terrorist activity is down from what it was
in the very bad old days and the conse-
quences, for one reason or another, have
been much less than in the past. But nev-
ertheless, the threat remains and we have
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Lt Gen Alistair Irwin

NORTHERN IRELAND

Flammable situation: Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards come under sus-
tained petrol bomb attack during the climax to public order training at Magilligan Camp

to operate against the threat so the police
can go about their business,”

As Soldier went to press there had
already been more than a dozen attacks
this year by terrorists against the police
and the Army.

But of pressing concern is
the upsurge in inter-sectarian
violence, particularly in north
Belfast. Increasingly mobs are
prepared to throw blast bombs
at police and soldiers, firearms
are discharged and petrol
bombs are a frequent menace.

“Young men, and in the
Royal Irish Home Service,
young women, grow up very
quickly when they have had
to deal with a night of rioting,” said Lt
Gen Irwin. “They go out a little bit fray-
ed but come back walking tall.”

Skills learnt in Northern Ireland have
proved invaluable in other theatres where
British soldiers have been deployed.

“There is no doubt about it, this place
has always been good for low-level com-

mand development and it continues to be
so. But that is no reason to keep it going.
Some of our political enemies accuse us
of keeping our military presence here
simply to give ourselves a training
ground. I can assure them, and everyone
else, we are not here just for the hell of it.”

As the Province gears up for the march-
ing season, Army commanders will try to
reduce tensions by lowering the Army’s
psychological and physical profile.

Practically this means avoiding the “in-
your-face” approach by, among other
things, keeping disruption caused by heli-
copters and checkpoints to a minimum.

“This requires ever-increasing com-
monsense and thoughtfulness on the part
of commanders,” Gen Irwin said.

“They have always had to display those
things but we are in a delicate area now
where potentially every action is some-
thing that could upset the political apple
cart. We are asking a lot of our people and
they are delivering.”

® More from Northern Ireland next month




For more than 80

years the Defence NBC
Centre at Winterbourne
Gunner has taken the

lead in chemical,

biological and nuclear

defence training

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Mike Weston

PERCEIVED wisdom has it that if there’s
a sure way to ruin a good exercise, it 1s to
finish up with an NBC scenario. Once the
respirators and suits go on, and soldiers
resemble gaint insects on steroids, the fun
factor disappears faster than a vapour trail
in a gale force seven.

By and large, soldiers do not find NBC
a sexy subject. But following September
11 there has been heightened interest in
the risks posed by chemical, nuclear and
biological weapons and the Defence NBC
Centre at Winterbourne Gunner has
never been busier.

Wg Cdr Andy Ormerod, commandant
of the tri-Service centre, is aware of the
image problem. “Historically, NBC as a
subject lacks dignity and ¢lan. It cramps
all the things we hold true — leadership,
teamwork, effectiveness — and that has
carried across to the way the subject has
been portrayed.

“Very often NBC training has been
phased into an exercise almost in isola-
tion. The images are still of the First
World War and actually the whole subject
has moved on in quantum leaps since
then.”

Biological warfare is probably as old as
organised warfare itself. The Assyrians are
recorded as having poisoned water sup-
plies with fungal disease in the 7th centu-
ry BC and Hannibal came up with the
bright idea of firing projectiles filled with
poisonous snakes onto his enemies’ ships.
Snakes and fungi aren’t on the curricu-
lum at Winterbourne Gunner, but the tri-
Service and civilian staff at the centre
offer dynamic courses offering instruc-
tion in all aspects of NBC defence train-
ing.

Staff prefer the term radiological rather
than nuclear, which covers the threat

Wing Cdr Andy Ormerod:
Removing ignorance vital

from so-called “dirty bombs™. These are

devices which may have a limited explo-
sive effect but nevertheless pose a consid-

erably contamination risk.

Teaching is carried out in a new, pur-
pose-built training centre with numerous
lecture halls and syndicate rooms
equipped with computer, slide, audio and
video projection facilities; a separate com-
puter instruction room is used to play out

testing fa
and 'dﬁcontamination

p ] v . .
yugh our main role is to train the
trainer and assist with external exercises,”
said Wg Cdr Ormerod, “removing igno-
rance and making sure people are
informed and engaged in the subject is
the core business of the centre.”
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, when the military camp was
_ 111917, the unit was owned by, and
g?” ded training almost exclusively for,
‘tilé _ ﬁly More recently, the needs of
ointery ‘and the ircreasing possibility of
UK (Forces having to operate in areas of

NBC risk have reinforced the need for a
4 <'modern and truly joint NBC training

.1' : iIity.

" The need for a robust capability to sur-
* vive and operate in NBC conditions has
\never been greater and the centre pro-

vides the specialised training which
underpins this.
Soldiers need to better understand the

 risks. Cpl John Maestri, 1 BW, a student

on the NBC instructors’ course, said sol-
diers should pay more attention to NBC
drills.

“People seem to think when you go on
exercise that you either have your respira-
tor on or off. In reality, it’s much more
complicated than that, with many stages
in between.”

Sgt Owen Davies, 1 RG], an instructor
at the centre, couldn’t agree more.
“Everyone needs to know how to deal
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Blowing in the wind: Bdr Darren Vince 26 Regt RA is monitored for chemical and biological
agents by Cpl Matt Mansfield RLC during training at DNBC Centre Winterbourne Gunner

thh nuclear, biological, chemical and
“radiological attack. On the three-week

course we teach soldiers so they can go

back to their units to teach all aspects of
NBC defence.

“A lot of units do not cover NBC in the
way they should do, probably
because it is a hard subject; it’s
in the ‘too difficult’ catego-
ry and nobody wants to
deal with it.”

Staff also prepare
joint NBC defence op-
erational doctrine and
sponsor tri-Service NBC
defence pamphlets. They
advise the Services in plan-
ning, conducting and assess-
ing individual and collective
NBC defence training, in-
cluding preparation for op-
erational deployment.
Training teams visit

exercises and train- Uf‘:

ing establishments in
the UK and abroad,
gathering feedback
which allows the centre to assess the
effectiveness of the training.

Wg Cdr Ormerod said: “The people
who come through our doors generally
have no, or limited, knowledge of the sub-
ject. We have to take them from a zero
start point to a position where they can go
out to instruct or be effective in a staff
officer appointment. The emphasis is on
not viewing the subject in isolation.”

Flashback: How soldiers protect-
ed themselves from gas in 1917

But the centre teaches much more than
how to survive, as Maj Brian Clesham,
RGR, the centre’s chief-of-staff pointed
out. The training equips soldiers with the
knowledge of how best to carry on operat-
ing in an NBC environment.

“People who come here benefit
considerably, especially officers
who may regard NBC in a differ-
ent way. Some have said it gets
in the way of a jolly good

exercise. All of a sudden

you are in there with gas

masks and respirators and
your synergy is gone. It is
more difficult to operate and
management becomes
more important than
before.”

Aside from Service and
MoD-approved custom-
ers, such as the emergency
services, the centre has
developed good working
relationships with police
forces, particularly the
Metropolitan Police.

Following the events of September 11,
both the military and public awareness of
the risk from weapons of mass destruc-
tion has increased dramatically. The
surest ways to survive the threat, manage
the risks and maintain operational tempo
depend upon preparation and knowledge.

The Defence NBC Centre’s mission
statement — Putting NBC into Defence -
has never had more meaning.
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MY DAY JOB

Judge’s
military
briefing

The latest in our series about
the day work of TA soldiers

WHEN it comes to disciplinary matters,
how many soldiers think that their CO
believes himself to be some kind of county
court judge? asks Ray Routledge.

Well, meet one who is. Col Charles Ack-
royd is in the Territorial Army and currently
working with the Director General
Doctrine and Development at
Upavon on plans shaping how
the Army will look in 20 years. »

gl

A former Royal Marines Ll 1
Reserve, he switched to the .

Army six years ago, moving from .
second-in-command at RMR

In civvy street he is a dis-
trict judge, delivering verdicts
on the people of Portsmouth.

Not far to go: Weary participants near the finish of
the 2002 Ten Tors challenge across Dartmoor, above

That's better: SSgt Peter Evens, right, RAMC, 243
Field Hospital, checks the state of Greg Hind'’s feet

not so wild west

Report: Karen Moseley
Pictures: Sgt Brian Gamble

OF the 2,346 teenagers who set off across
the beautiful but rugged Devon moors on
the Army-organised 2002 Ten Tors expe-
dition, 1,942 made it to the finishing line.

Although last year’s event was a victim
of the foor-and-mouth epidemic, it was
business as usual last month when units
from 43 (Wessex) Brigade
ran the show as they have
done since 1986. The
Army has supported the
annual expedition for
schools, youth organisa-
tions and Service cadets
for the past 42 years.

Unlike some previous
years which have been hit
by blizzards, this year’s
event was blessed with
near-perfect weather.

There are three dis-
tances for walkers — 35, 45
and 55 miles — with the
main event setting out
from Okehampton Camp.
The start of the expedition
was signalled by two light
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guns from 29 Commando Regiment RA,
the unit currently supporting the Royal
Marines in Afghanistan. Lt Gen John
Kiszely, Commander Regional Forces,
was on the start line at 0700 to send the
youngsters on their way with some
encouraging words.

To qualify for an award, teams of six
must return to camp by 1900 on the fol-
lowing day. The 35-mile
route is for marchers aged
14 to 15, the 45-mile for 16
and 17s and the 55-mile for
17s to 19s. To enter for the
longest course, 17-year-
olds must already have
completed a 45-mile route.

Nineteen tors - hills
with granite outcrops -
were manned by military
teams reinforced by medics
and signallers. With safety a
top priority for the organis-
ers, their job was to check
teams through and report
on their progress.

No flagging: End of the
road as marchers
approach the finishing line

Bristol to 2ic of
Southampton University
Officers’ Training Corps,
just a few hundred
yards from his home
on the South Coast.
He had just returned
from three months
in Sarajevo as
Chief Public Infor-
mation Officer
when Soldier vis-
ited the Com-
bined Court
Centre in
Portsmouth.

“I was a solici-
tor in Southamp-
ton for more than
20 years before becoming a judge dealing
with civil cases,” he said.

His work has covered divorce, financial
matters, bankruptcy and personal injury
claims. The latter, he says, have risen dra-
matically in recent years.

“In one case someone was claiming to
be suffering from stress as a result of being
under pressure to pay a debt and was
counter-claiming for that stress from the
lender,” he recalled.

“Being a lawyer for so many years, one
gets used to being objective, a useful skill
when making tough decisions, for example,
on which parent has the custody of children
in divorce cases.”

He likens some of his work in the law to
soldiering. “At the end of the day as an offi-
cer | have to get the best out of people and
it's the same as a judge. Management skills
which are good in one job are good for the
other.”

« Are you in the TA and in a job that could
be of interest to our readers? Write to us or
e-mail rroutledge @ soldiermagazine.co.uk

Judge Charles Ackroyd
Picture: Steve Dock



Every war throws up acts of valour by

modest folk who risk everything to defend
their homeland. Terry Peck is such a man

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Mike Weston and Terry Peck

TERRY Peck was an ordinary bloke
leading an ordinary life. But 20 years ago
he did some extraordinary things against
all the odds.

A fifth-generation Falkland Islander
(his family settled there in 1847), Terry
grew up in Stanley, became a plumbing
and heating engineer and worked in the
freezer plant at Ajax Bay.

Wanting more from life, he joined the
island police force and, over a period of
20 years, rose to become its chief before
a perforated ulcer led to his medical
retirement in 1980.

Terry returned to the heating business,
became involved in local politics and, in
1981, was elected a councillor. His police
days, however, were not quite over. On
April 2, 1982, the day the Argentinians
invaded, he was called back to the force as
second-in-command.

Terry, an amiable man with a twinkle in
his eye and a permanent chuckle in his
voice, recalled: “I recruited a lot of guys
as specials to support the four regular
officers. I was responsible for keeping
Argentinian nationals, some of whom
were military, in the lock-up.

“They had been coming in under
cover, employed by fuel companies
during the last three weeks of March. It
was obvious what was going on but
nobody did anything about it.”

Terry also recruited three sailors from
the Royal Navy’s Antarctic survey vessel,
HMS Endurance, who were staying on a
farm. “They were armed and I persuaded
them to get rid of their weapons because
the Argentinians would have treated them
as paramilitary and that could have had
terrible consequences.”

The invaders took the police prisoner
and soon discovered the ratings, who
were detained with Royal Marines cap-
tured on the island.

Terry remained free to help in the com-
munity. It was then that this ordinary
man began to do some extraordinary
things. Using a camera hidden inside a
length of pipe, he covertly photographed
Argentinian positions. Two teachers
allowed to leave the islands smuggled the
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films out in jars of Vaseline. Subsequently
delivered to the MoD, it was the first
intelligence concerning enemy missile
sites to reach British forces,

On April 20 a colleague tipped Terry off
that the invaders, by now increasingly
suspicious of his activities, were about to
arrest him. Commandeering a motor
cycle and a pistol, he made his way into
the mountains to Long Island Farm,
where the Marines had been based.

With the Argentinians hot on his trail,
he spent several weeks in the mountains,
picking up food from local farms.

“I guessed that the Marines would have
buried their weapons and Neil Watson
[from Long Island Farm] and I un-
earthed them a few hundred vards from
an Argentinian position.”

Terry dished them out to local people
and considered artacking the enemy at
night, but they decided
against it in case their
actions sparked off rep-
risals.

This embryonic res-
istance force set up a
communications system
between farms, moni-
toring Argentinian ob-
servation posts in the
mountains and passing
information to Terry to
relay to the soon-to-
arrive British forces.

On May 21 he heard
announcer Isabel Short
talking in a coded way
on the local radio station
about “little green men”. Realising the
British had landed, Terry made his way to
Port San Carlos. Having evaded enemy
patrols to complete the hazardous trip, he
spent three days being debriefed by mili-
tary intelligence officers desperate for
reliable local information.

“The 2ic of 3 Para, Roger Patton, asked
me to guide a company patrol. I couldn’t
think of anything finer.”

So Terry began his march back to Stan-
ley. He guided two fighting patrols and
came under fire before moving to Mount
Longdon to watch for Argentinian move-
ments. Terry led A Company onto Long-
don and later brought wounded down.

AT,

“I pushed to go on to Tumbledown,
which I knew like the back of my hand,
but my pleas were denied.”

Terry witnessed war at close range, “I
think one of the hardest things was seeing
the carnage in the regimental aid post —
the dead, the dying and the mutilated.”

After the surrender, he helped to repair
the structural damage. He was part of a
team that restored 12 houses over the fol-
lowing three months.

The war left its mark on him and he
suffers from post-traumatic stress dis-
order. He has endured acute panic
attacks and spent time in hospitals at
home and in the UK. “It helps to talk
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Proud: Terry Peck at the Stanley war memorial

Spy: One of the covert pictures of Argentinian
emplacements, left. It was smuggled to the UK

about it; you mustn’t keep it bottled
up,” he said.

Today he and his wife run the YMCA
they set up in Stanley ten years ago. It was
established to provide residential accom-
modation for youngsters, mostly from
outlying farms, who, because their parents
cannot afford to keep them, move to the
capital to look for work.

On occasions of remembrance, Terry
proudly represents The Parachute Regi-
ment. He wears at such events the maroon
beret presented to him on Mount Long-
don. “Every year I lay a wreath on behalf
of the Paras and the South Atlantic Medal
Association,” he said. He also visits Argen-
tinian cemeteries on the island and has
become friendly with a veteran of Wireless
Ridge.

Terry is due to retire later this year. “But
look what happened last time I did that,”
he joked.
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BRIAN Summers was a part-time sergeant
major in the Falkland Islands Defence Force
in April 1982 and a full-time supervisor with
Cable and Wireless.

“Telex was the main means of communi-
cations and after the invasion we
were supposed to impose self-
censorship,” he told Soldier.

That didn't stop one message
reaching Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher.

Bizarrely, the C & W operators
were called up every day by the
Daily Mail. “We would chat to them
— by telex — but had to be cautious
about what was said,” he recalled.

On one occasion a message
arrived from the Red Cross. “It got
corrupted and the Argentinians were con-
vinced it was a coded message.

“We also had daily contact with the Antare-
tic ice stations, which was morale-boosting,
until the station on Bass Island received
instructions from the UK not to talk to us. We
were gutted about that”

Everything changed on April 27 when,

jily chats with the man from the Mail

with a dozen other potential trouble-makers,
Brian was sent to Fox Bay East and placed
under house arrest. He spent the rest of the |
war there. .
“We had plenty of food and a hidden bottle
of rum and lived in the foundations |
s0 as to be safe from shrapnel,” he
said.

That caution was justified when a
shell went through the building and
into the pantry, burying itself in a
wall near the freezer. Brian pulled it |
out with a pair of pliers. “If we'd left it §
there we would have had to have §
sealed the area off . . . and that is |
where our food was.”

On another occasion the prison- §
ers' fuel store was destroyed during |
a Harrier attack. i/

The group attempted to keep up with the §
progress of the war by listening to the BBC §
on hidden radios. Liberation eventually came §
on June 15 with the arrival of sailors from #
HMS Avenger. “We hitched a lift back to town §
on a Sea King helicopter and | immediately §
went back to work with Cable and Wireless

Memories |

Frenetic days on

THE photograph shows soldiers from
30 Signal Regiment who manned the
Commecen on Ascension Island
throughout the Falklands conflict. This
fine body of men deployed from
Blandford on April 5, 1982 to the tiny
island 4,000 miles away in the South
Atlantic.

Our task was to set up telegraph
communications with the UK (and later
Port Stanley) using a mixture of HF
radio and satellite links. At the height of
the conflict around 1,000 messages a

The team: Maj Alf Thomas is the mustachioed Yeoman of Signals, front centre

Ascension Island

day passed through the hands of these
nimble-fingered operators.

My most vivid recollection was the
sight of many ships stopping off on
their way south and witnessing first
hand the frenetic activity taking place
at the island’s airbase — for a time the
busiest in the world. Perhaps the most
poignant memory was the short period
we played host to traumatised sur-
vivors from HMS Sheffield, on their
way home. — Maj Alf Thomas, IA5 DEI
and IS, DCSA Blandford, Dorset.




ods the local population used to undermine
the invaders’ authority.

The BBC World Service used to sign off its
Falklands broadcast during those turbulent
times with the exhortation to keep “heads
down, hearts high.” Despite their grim circum-
stances, the slogan accurately mirrored the
islanders steadfast attitude.

The book’s author, Graham Bound, was
born in Stanley into one of the islands’ oldest

In 1979 he founded Penguin News, t
islands’ only newspaper and, after moving to
London, became assistant editor of Soldier
magazine. He now edits Focus, the MoD in-
house journal.

This book has had a 20-year gestation
period, but it was one he was always deter-
mined to write.

“The tendency is to give all the kudos and
credit, with some justification, to the people
who went 8,000 miles to liberate the islands,”

tinians living on top of the islanders. Locals
were in the thick of it throughout, and others
suffered injuries of varying severity during
bombardments, air raids and battles.

The main resistance was from people who
found themselves behind British lines. One or
two met up with the Paras and acted as guides
and even took up weapons (see extract
below). Others like Trudi Morrison helped
supply troops with convoys of Land Rover and

-mmyﬁmmaemsm msmgm-

pliance in Stanley took many forms
- ranging from a lone radio operator who car-
ried on transmitting with a tiny battery-pow-
ered transceiver to those who drew scurrilous
posters which appeared around town.

“The guys who really had a tough time were
the ones who kept the utilities going, like the
water and power supplies” said Graham.
“What do you do in a situation like that when
the town is occupied and your own people are
still in it?”

ian engineer in charge of the Public Works
Department, that if he wanted the power to
stop failing then Argentinian troops would
have to stop using it. ‘

FALKLANDS
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The colonel issued an order which allowed

the islanders to cut the leads off Argentinian
electric kettles. “It was remarkable, an incred-
ibly cheeky thing to do. They even had an
armed Argentine with them to give them
authority to cut the leads off everything,

“The days of Mrs Thatcher being hailed as a
hero are pretty much over, but the idea of the
people who died being heroes is very much
alive.”

Undoutedly, having a robust military pres-
ence on the islands sends out a clear mes-
sage and is a source of security for the
islanders, but memories are still vivid.

“If you dig a little under the surface you

said Graham. “But it is all too easy to forget tractors, coming under mortar and air attack. .%. - The Islanders established a system of not Graham said. would be surprised at how raw things still are.

\families. He sheltered at the Upland Goose
. T =

How Falkland
Islanders helped
Paras carry out vital
reconnaissance
before the battle on
Mount Longdon

TRUDI Morrison specialised in using
her Land Rover to support the patrols.
She and other local drivers would form
up with a convoy of six just as darkness
was descending. The driving was carried
out in the dark and with no lights. To
show a light would have drawn
artillery fire and the drivers
played safe by removing bulbs.
Maj Roger Patton (2ic, the 3rd
Battalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment) insisted that Trudy
change her bright clothes for
camouflaged Army fatigues.
Otherwise, he told her, a sniper

Heads

—

Demoralised and downcast: The scene in Stanley on June 14 as Argentin-

Pictures: Graham Bound

—
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their eve. We’re talking tens of metres.
Sometimes I got a bit nervy, particularly
on moonlight nights.”

Sgt John Pettinger was, perhaps, the
most daring patrol leader of all. With Pte
Dickie Absalon, a 19-year-old

Arrn dump: Author Graham Bound inspects some of the thousands of discarded weapons

“A dig in the ribs was enough to say we
need to do something about this, and we
put our rifles down. Fortunately for him,
he stopped about six feet away from us.
He dropped his pants and had a crap right

in front to of us. It was the lucki-

EEm
Sgt Fred Squires, 2 Para
Sniper platoon commander

CPL Jacqui Nock, serving with 2 CS
Regiment RLC in Germany, sent us the
following accounts told to her by her
father, CSgt Fred Squires, who left the
Army in 1991 after 22 years with the
2nd Battalion, The Parachute Regi-
ment.

Fifteen years after the war she com-
pleted a four-month tour in the Falk-
lands and visited many of the places he
had been during the war. She tells us
her father, who witnessed the attack in
which his commanding officer, Lt Col H

Jones, was killed, no
longer talks about what
happened 20 years ago.

NOT long after we
landed | was sitting in my
foxhole in a valley on
Sussex Mountain. An air
raid red alert had been
given by the Navy, which
meant an enemy aircraft
attack was on its way. A
couple of minutes later
two of our Harriers flew
over my position to the opposite side of
the valley, slowed to a stop in mid-air,
and began hovering just above the
ground.

CSgt Fred
Squires

peering through a light- . sniper of uncanny accuracy, he est crap that guy ever had.” Alll could see of them was a heat
enhancing night sight — and the lan troops retreat along the routs they had swaggered down on April 2 virtually mingled with the criémy. Sgt Pettinger was awarded the haze. Soon afterwards four enemy Sky-
2 hawks, in pairs, screamed down the

Argentinians had far more of
these that the Brirish — might
see her as someone different
and assume she was a com-
mander — a perfect target.

Once at the drop-off point
the drivers would wait for hours before
the patrols returned.

“We always used to make sure we'd
park underneath the peat banks, because
every night around 11 o’clock the Argies
would lob a few mortars in our direction.
You would hear them whistling over,” she
said. s

It took guts to support these missions,

but the patrols themselves
were remarkably daring.
As Maj Pat Butler (OC
“D” Patrol Company) ex-
plained, they had to be.
“The whole purpose was to
get a feel for the contact we
would encounter. There were patrols
actually counting people in their sleeping
bags in their trenches. That is what we
could achieve by stealth.

“At this stage there was a conflict of
opinion about what we were facing. The
view right the way back to London was
that there was only a company on Long-

don. We had been counting at least three
times this number, so we were always of
the opinion that we were going to attack a
battalion — at least 700 men.”

The demands of real operational work
were new to most of the Patrol Company,
but they had, at least, trained for the role.
Local guides Terry Peck and Vernon Steen
had no such luxury. One or other of them
was on the mountain most nights before
the battle itself. Nineteen years on, Terry
Peck looked back on his nights on Mount
Longdon with a sense of awe:

“It was unreal. We would get as close as
we possibly could get without spitting in
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One night Pettinger and Absa-
lon located a gully that took them
straight to the Argentinian
defences. Unfortunately the
enemy also used it.

Sgt Pettinger said: “There was
human crap everywhere, so we
proceeded up the gully very care-
fully. Then we saw the silhouette
of a guy walking down towards us. We had
practised what to do in such circum-
stances: as we couldn’t afford to open fire,
we would have to stab him in the throat
and out through the windpipe. That way
he wouldn’t scream.
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Distinguished Conduct Medal
for his daring patrols.

Pte Absalon was killed by a
mortar blast the day after Long-
don was captured.

Sgt Pettinger reckons that
during the battle the young
sniper killed more Argentines
than any other soldier, often pick-
ing off men almost a kilometre away.

.

Graham Bound

Condensed from Falkland Islanders at War by
Graham Bound (Pen & Sword, £19.95). Tele-
phone 01226 734555 for Soldiers special
price of £17.95 plus £1.50 p&p.

main valley towards the fleet anchored
in the bay. As they drew level with the
re-entrant, the Harriers popped up and
proceeded to blow the .. .. out of the
rear pair of Skyhawks, then gave chase
to the other two across the bay and out
of sight.

DURING a lull in the fighting CSgt
Squires and a couple of the boys were
bored so went fishing in Bluff Cove.
Little did they know that the RFA Sir
Galahad, was just about to come under
attack at Fitzroy. There was nothing
Lthey could do except watch.
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down South
Today's islanders are enjoying
a vibrant, expanding economy

SINCE the dark days of 1982, the Falk-
lands have been transformed . .. and it's all
down to fishing, writes Ray Routledge.

A fisheries zone established in 1986
generates more than £20 million a year
through the sale of fishing licences.

Here are 20 things you may not know
about the Falklands:

1. Apart from defence expenditure,
the Falkland Islands are self-sufficient.

2. A 2001 three-year plan aims to safe-
guard the environment and reverse the
population decline in the countryside.

3. The population in a 2001 census
was 2,379 (excluding Service person-
nel). In 1982 it was 1,800 ... and falling.

4. If plans for an abattoir to EU standards
go ahead there could be a huge opening
for organic meat exports. At present meat
for the garrison is shipped from Europe.

5. About 80 per cent of the population
is under 55.There is no unemployment.

6. A deep-water port and plans to devel-
op the fishing industry onshore will attract
more money into the economy.

7. Electricity is now the main domes-
tic cooking fuel. In 1982 it was peat.

8. About £4 million generated annually
by fishing licences is spent on research
and protection of fish stocks and species.

9. The islands are self-governing.

10. There is free health provision; a 28-
bed hospital opened in 1987 and includes
an acute care wing, a two-bed maternity
unit and two-bed intensive care unit.

11. About 40,000 tourists will visit the
islands this year.

12. One in two households has a com-
puter with internet access.

13. Improved relations with Argentina
include joint promotion of fishery con-
servation, prevention of poaching, and
admission of Argentinians.

14. A regular flight to Santiago in Chile
stops over in Argentina twice a month.

15. Oil exploration is going on off the
coast but it is too early to say whether it
exists in commercial quantities.

16. Since the end of the war 1,400 mines
have been cleared from 120 Argentinian
minefields. About 16,000 remain. The UK
and Argentina are working on the feasibili-
ty and cost of clearing the rest.

17. The unpolluted waters around the
islands encourage sea birds, sea lions
and seals to the shores.

18. Salad crops grown in Stanley supply
the local population and the military base.

19. A set of stamps has been issued
to mark the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.

20. It is hoped 59 reindeer shipped in
from South Georgia can become the basis
of an organic venison industry.

@ The main Falkands War commemora-
tion event is on June 14, when wreaths will
be laid at the Liberation Monument in Stan-
ley and the Freedom of the islands will be
granted to British Forces.

Interview: Anthony Stone
Picture: Mike Weston

I'T°S midday and the telephone hasn’t
stopped ringing at the South Atlantic
Medal Association’s offices on an indus-
trial estate in Blackwood, Gwent.

From behind his desk, Denzil Connick
picks up the receiver, scribbles a few notes
and lights up another in an endless stream
of cigarettes.

This anniversary year has been a partic-
ularly busy one for Denzil and SAMA 82,
the veterans’ charity he helped set up.

When Argentinian forces invaded the
Falkland Islands on April 2, 1982,
Denzil was a 25-year-old lance corporal
with 3 Para, based at Tidworth. He
sailed south on the Canberra and tabbed
from one end of the East island to the
other before fighting a bloody night
battle on the slopes of Mount Long-
don. Twenty-three men were killed in
action and more than twice that
number wounded.

Between breaks in telephone calls,
and with another cigarette burning
between his fingers, Denzil remem-
bers the night of June 11. “During the
actual battle itself I was involved with
coordinating the fire for our GPMG
and our Milan missiles — we could not
take in our Wombats (a British 120mm
recoilless anti-tank weapon).

“Milans were used quite effectively to
take out Argentinian bunkers and we fired
long bursts with the GPMG, which was
pretty good at keeping the enemy occu-
pied. It gave our rifle companies vital
moments to gather themselves and keep
the momentum going.

“The battle lasted something like 12
hours and it was pretty grisly, to say the
least — hand-to-hand fighting with bayo-
nets. It was back to basics using all the tra-
ditional infantry skills.

“People have this conception that we
were fighting children. Yes, they might
have gone onto those islands as boys,
much the same as our youngest went

“4FIMJ DENZIL CONNICK

Balm of time heals |
the wounds of war |
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ashore. The youngest person to die in 3
Para was just over 17. The guy had hardly
started his life and he was killed in action.”

Denzil grinds the stub into the ashtray.
The phone rings, but he lets the answer-
phone kick in.

“They did put up a good fight — they
would not have taken out 23 of some of
the best-trained troops in the world if they
hadn’t some fire in their bellies. They were
defending a natural fortress. As the attack-
ers, we had a hell of a job on our hands.

“At the end of it there were a lot of

Burying the ghosts: Denzil with a paint-
ing depicting his return to Mount Longdon

deaths and a lot of people were wounded.
That was when they began to shell us.
They had our position pre-recorded as a
target in the event of losing it and they
shelled us for two days. It was towards the
end of that period when I was hit by
artillery along with two other guys from 3
Para. They were killed by the shell-fire. I
was severely wounded.

“I lost the whole of my left leg and my
remaining leg was very badly mutilated.
Even today it gives me a lot of trouble, I
get about on crutches, which is the best I
can do.”

A lesser man might have allowed life to
take the upper hand at this point, But

e
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Denzil Connick nearly died on Mount Longddh. Twenty years on, his
experiences are helping other Falklands veterans to find inner peace

Denzil sees the glass as half-full, not half-
empty, and his life today is rich and
undimmed. He is married with two
teenage boys, the younger of whom is
thinking of joining The Parachute Regi-
ment. The other is off to university.

His view of the war has not changed
over the past decades. “Britain had a prin-
ciple to uphold and a people to defend,”
he said.

“I lost some really good friends in that
war. There is no pacifying the mothers
and the widows and the close relatives; we
must respect their feelings. But
the overall outcome, I think,
was pretty good.” Denzil’s view
is that the Argentinians might
have lost the war, but the upside
for her people was that the mili-
tary junta was deposed.

About ten times a year, the
telephone’s remorseless ring
brings grim tidings — news that
another Falklands veteran has
taken his own life. There are
no accurate figures, but Denzil
estimates more Servicemen
have committed suicide than

the 255 who died in the con-

flict itself.
The problem, he believes,
is post traumatic stress disor-
der, the social cost of which can not only
be calculated in suicides, but in all the
lives broken by alcoholism, divorce, drug-
abuse, unemployment and prison.

Several anniversary events are planned
this year but the main focus takes place in
November when 200 veterans will return
to the islands. “This is a true pilgrimage,
not a bit of a jolly for a few old lads to get
together for a drink,” Denzil said. “It has
a proper purpose behind it.

“Re-visiting the sources of your worst
nightmares, re-confronting them in a dif-
ferent set of circumstances, has been
shown to have a very marked therapeutic
effect. It is a chance to bury ghosts and
bring a sense of closure and confidence
for the future.”
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When people ask why SAMA is mark-
ing the 20th, rather than, say, the 25th
anniversary, when more official help
would be available, Denzil replies: “So
many people need the pilgrimage right
now. Five years will be too long to wait.”

Time to reflect: “Britain had a principle to uphold and a people to defend”

And with that, the telephone starts to
ring again and Denzil reaches for another
cigarette.

@ Send contributions to SAMA82, PO BOX
82, Blackwood, Gwent NP12 OYE.
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Free to march: Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment parade in
front of Sheffield Town Hall as one of five units to be honoured by the city Picture: Adrian Murray

Mass freedom in
South Yorkshire

FIVE contingents of Regular and Terri- ment (V); Chestnut Troop of 1 Royal
torial Army soldiers marched through the Horse Arn]lcr;, 106 (West Riding) Field
streets of Sheffield with bayonets fixed to Support Squadron (Air Support) (V);
mark the award to their units of the city’s and The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment

freedom. (West Riding) paraded past the town hall
“The city wanted to acknowledge its before their representative colonels were
strong military links and the role that our presented with the freedom scrolls by the
soldiers play in operations around the Lord Mayor. He was thanked by Brig the
world,” said Lord Mavor David Baker. Duke of Wellington.
Troops from 212 (Yorkshire) Field The parade was commanded by Col

Hospital RAMC (V); 38 Signal Regi- Charles Batty, CO of 212 Field Hospital.

Terry's a1l U

Drummer Terry Brown, right, of
the Scots Guards, shows off the
silver bugle awarded to him for
being the best bugler in the
Household Division. He gets to
keep the coveted trophy for a
year and will play it on all royal
duties, including at Buckingham
Palace in front of thousands of
tourists.

He will also play on Horse
Guards Parade on June 15 when
the regiment troops its new
Colour in the presence of the
Queen.

When he joined the Army four
years ago Terry couldn’t play a
note. Now he performs on the
side drums and bugle in the
battalion drums platoon.

Picture: Sgt Shaun Lewis
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David Mapes is Assistant Director of Credit
Action and will be pleased to answer

specific questions addressed to the Editor.
These will be treated in confidence.

Money: there's
a lot of it about

MONEY has never been so cheap. The
Bank of England has just announced the
base rate will stay at four per cent, the
lowest it's been for 38 years.

Lending rates are linked to base rate,
some directly (like overdrafts at, say, two
per cent above base rate). Others are not
s0 obviously linked (although they are).
Saving rates — that's the lender’'s margin or
profit — are lower thai borrowing rates.

Over the past few months, we've looked
at different ways of borrowing and | hope
that you have begun to think a little more
about how you borrow money. It may seem
like I'm down on it — I'm not. | want every-
one to be informed about money and to
make good decisions.

Use the tool properly

Money is a tool. It makes trading easier.
We sell our time to our employer, pay taxes
and use what's left to live. It's easier than
bartering. The simple equation is if | spend
more than | earn then | have to dig into my
savings or borrow to pay. If | dig into my
savings | reduce the interest | earn. If |
borrow then | pay interest.

The trouble is, if | spend more than |
earn | drift into debt when my savings have
gone. Borrowing isn't wrong and it's not
always avoidable (mortgage, for example),
but | like to make choices about how |
spend what | earn.

Think before you buy

| have been trying to encourage you to
think before you borrow (or buy on credit)
or even buy. You've probably concluded
that I'm a boring old git and that | should
get a life and mind my own business. Well,
I'm not old, but what I'm saying may not be
what you want to hear.

Planning can be a good experience.
Shop around for significant purchases, look
at different models and compare prices.
Negotiate for a better deal.

We appreciate it more if we buy from
savings. | guess my challenge to you is to
give it a try. Even doing a budget can be
rewarding — comparing what you earn with
what you spend.

Use our HelpLine

The average debt in this country is
around £30,000, often owed to seven or
eight creditors. Not all the many people we
talk to on our HelpLine are in debt, but
many are. Some want to talk in general —
about budgeting, saving, strategies for fam-
ilies and for children. About 12 per cent of
the UK population is struggling with money
issues. About 70 per cent of relationship
issues concern money. If you know some-
one in trouble, tell them about our
HelpLine. Call the number below and get
some of our cards to pass on. Ask for a
poster for the mess, community centre,
HIVE, doctor's surgery or church.

0800 591084
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Star photographer
picks up Army’s
coveted accolade

A TIMELY change in the rules of the
annual Army Photographic Competition
allowed M Owens, the Media Op
tions photographer at Edinburgh-based
2 Division, to enter the 2001 event . . . to
stunning effect, writes John Elliott.

In previous years his diary has been too
cluttered with exercises and the annual
military tattoo for him to meet the
autumn deadline set by the competition
organisers. But with the cut-off point

red to the end of the year, Mark had

t time to compile a portfolio

which won him the Army Professional
Photographer of the Year title.

He promptly dedicated the award to
his fathu‘, a keen amateur cameraman

rlrphn[m?m-

pher before he joined the MoD in 1992
— his first job was snapping celestial
bodies for the Royal Observatory in
Edinburgh.

He and the other winners received
their awards from the Chief of the
eral Staff, Gen Sir Michael Walker, ¢
ceremony in London’s Victoria and
Albert Museum.

) Nick Henderson, currently serv-
ing with the 1st

Trophy: Mark
Owens shows
off his trophy

SOLDIER Junc :ﬁz
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Chart-topper:
Kenyan children
at Nanyuki camp,
above, share their
map-reading
skills with Maj
Guy Chambers,
2iCof 1LLA
photograph from
Mark Owens’s
winning portfolio

-

Battalion, Coldstream Guards in Londonderry,
won Soldier’s monthly photographic award in
November for his atmospheric shot of a young
boy watching a helicopter take-off in Kenya. We
were delighted when Nick’s photo was selected
as the best overall single image of the 450 or so
submitted for the Army competition. He said he
took the picture with the camera resting on his
® Turn to next page
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Mean and moody: One of the two images which won W02
Dave Brown the top prize in the Today's Army category,
above.The other had to reflect social aspects of Army life

Atmospheric: This shot taken at the base of Mount Aconcagua in Argentina
helped Maj Mark Smyth to win the title of Amateur Photographer of the Year

Team effort: Preparations for a parade gave Lisburn-based Army Information
Service Northern Ireland yet another winning photographic opportunity, below

40

Marking time

® From Page 39
lap so as not to disturb the concentration of the lad.

Our very own Grae
category with his amusing image of a he: -
soldier of the 1st Battalion, The Duke of Welling-
ton’s Regiment joining football-mad youngsters i
a kick-about on a dusty Pristina playground (see
Page 63).

Cpl Mark Scobie put his mouth where the money
was while taking a picture of the Red Devils going
through one of their aerial routines during training
in Florida . . . and it won him the runner’
in the Army Experience category. To re
shutter on his helmet-mounted camera, Mark, for-
merly of 1 Para and now an instructor at the Joint
Services P ute Centre at Bad Lippspringe in
Germany, had to line up his shot, right, then blow
into a tube to trigger the mechanism.

Mark, who has 1,500 jumps under his belt with
the Red Devils, is donating his £300 prize to the
team so they can buy new camera equipm

View all the images at www.army.mod.

High life: LCpl Stephen Stovell's winning entry,
above, in the Army Experience category depicting
an exercise, expedition, sport or training activity

Dazzling effect: Cpl Mark Ballantyne impressed the
judges with this clever, digitally-created image, left

Lip service: Cpl Mark Scobie’s mouth-activated
picture of the Red Devils training in Florida, below

® What our !

photographg

had to say -
Vox pop, Page
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Caught in the act: This lad, enthralled by a helicopter taking
off in Kenya, wasn't aware that Maj Nick Henderson was
taking his picture, above. It was judged best image of the year
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All the results

Army Professional Photographer of
the Year, sponsored by Fuji: Mark

Owens, HQ 2 Div (£500 digital camera,

£250 cheque); runner-up, SSgt Giles
Penfound, HQ SHAPE (£500 camera).

Amateur Photographer of the Year
(Dixons): Maj Mark Smyth, HQ 1 (UK)
Div (£500 camera, £250 cheque);
runner-up, Maj John Gale, 17 Port and
Maritime Regt RLC (£500 camera).

Team effort (SSVC): HQ Northern Ire-

land (£1,000 to winning unit).

Digital image (Olympus): Cpl Mark
Ballantyne, HQ Land (£500 equip-
ment); runner-up, Sgt Brian Gamble,
HQ 43 (Wessex) Brigade (£300 equip-
ment); highly-commended, Bdr Darren
Gray RA (£200 equipment).

Army Experience (Publicis) for best

single photograph of an exercise,
expedition, sport or training activity:
LCpl Stephen Stovell, 3 Para (£500);
runner-up, Cpl Mark Scobie, Red
Devils (£300); highly-commended,
SS8gt Frank Gainey, R Signals (£200).

Today’s Army (Canon) for two images
representing military and social
aspects): WO2 Dave Brown, DISC
(£500 camera); runner-up WO2 Pete
Bristo, HQ Land (£300 camera);
highly-commended, Graeme Main,
Soldier (£200 camera).

Image of the year (Agfa): Maj Nick
Henderson, 1 Coldm Gds (£1,000);
runner-up, Graeme Main, Soldier, £50
and a book donated by the National
Army Museum.

Soldier award for best single image
short-listed by the magazine: Maj Nick
Henderson, 1 Coldm Gds (£200 photo-
graphic gift voucher and £50) plus a
£500 camera donated by Nikon.

d
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Can't find what you're looking for? Visit our website, or e-mail us at enquiries@regimentalringtones.co.uk

www.regimentalringtones.co.uk

YOUR MATES ARE

Manufacturers of

WATCHING YOUR BACK.

Embroidered, Screen Printed and Heatsealed:
* Leisurewear ® Sportswear » Workwear

» Corporate and Promotional Clothing
We currently supply a range of garments to a number of Army Corps and
Regiments including the Queen’s Dragoon Guards, Welsh Guards, Royal
Welch Fusiliers, Royal Regiment of Wales, Army Medical Services, Adjutant
Generals Corps and Units of The Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
For more information or a copy of our 60 page brochure contact psm sales

BUT WHO’S COVERING

YOUR FAMILY?

When ybu're on deployment or operations
some lifé assurance companies get jumpy.
Or expensive.

Affinitas don't. Okay, your job can be risky,
but you're healthy, disciplined and reliable.
So, we've joined up with AFFAS, to bring
you better financial services.

Our life assurance is always available and
returns half your premiums when its term
ends. We also offer affordable medical
insurance. Call now for a quote.

0800 243 592

www.affinitas.com

afhﬁtas

looking out for you PSM Professional Sportswear Marketing Limited
S06 Units 5 & 6, Hill Street Industrial Estate, Cwmbran, Gwent NP44 7PG
Tel: (01633) 874466 Fax: (01633) 874499 E-mail: sales@psm-sportswear.co.uk

Website:www.psm-sportswear.co.uk

AFFAS Ltd. is a wholly owned UK subsidiary of Affinitas Ltd., which is registered in Jersey (n0.79923)
Affinitas is a member of the General Insurance Standards Council
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THE old ones are the best ones. When

| Mail asked novelist Edgar Wallace (an

| to the list.

. = e = = T .
Il\] LI \LI'\\"; o
IF you have an amusing or bizarre
story touching on Army life, please
share it with us. As long as it’s not
too scurrilous, we'll consider it for
inclusion in this occasional column

Pegged claim

CLAIMS and allowances for 800 or so 1
Army personnel in isolated posts over- |
seas are looked after by the Global Regi-
mental Administration Office at the Army ‘
Personnel Centre in Glasgow. One claim
to reach its desks was submitted by an
officer in South America who putin a
receipt for a wooden leg. Apparently the
officer’s driver had hit a one-legged man.
Fortunately, the only injury was to the
artificial limb and a claim was submitted
for the damage. Legend has it that Glas-
gow paid only 50 per cent of the bill
because the leg had woodworm.

Lord Northcliffe was running his pre-
1914 newspaper campaign to rouse
Britain to the German menace, the Daily

ex-RAMC private) to create a recruiting
advertisement. His finished piece,
depicting happy, well-fed soldiers relax-
ing in deep armchairs, sightseeing in
foreign lands and exercising gently
under benevolent sergeants, was reject-
ed by the Secretary of War as unrepre-
sentative.

Wallace, on being told the news, was
reported to have commented: “Well, tell
them to make theirf...... army like our
f..... advertisement, and then they’ll get
recruits.” He didn't get his way.

PARAS do it in style. An enterprising
chef with 2 Para at Mare Harbour in the
Falklands asked the lads what they
would like to see more of on the menu
and called for suggestions to be added

Top was lasagne, followed by hash
browns, chocolate fudge cheesecake,
and more pasta. One wag added:
“Brandy and cigars after the evening
meal and a bottle of port”

] 3
COMEDIAN Billy Connolly remembers
exactly where he was when President
Kennedy was assassinated in 1963. He
was on exercise in Cyprus with the Scot-
tish TA Paras.

As his wife Pamela Stephenson
recounts in her best-selling biography
Billy (HarperCollins, £17.99), the unit
was placed on emergency alert at RAF
Akrotiri “in case a world war broke out”.

Connolly had joined the TA to travel
and, with hindsight, there can’t have
been a more unlikely Para. When his unit
exchanged fire in Cyprus with EOKA
terrorists he agonised about it later,
saying: “| hope | didn't hit anyone.” He
left the TA as a private after three years
— a departure not entirely unconnected
with the fact that he had taken to wear-
ing a CND badge on his uniform.
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KITSTOP

Travelling
theatre

Containerised:
Open it up and
the Modularised
Transportable
Surgical Facility
is ready to use

Medics test go-anywhere operating room

FOLLOWING successful trials of
a mobile operating theatre capable
of taking a sterile surgical environ-
ment onto the battlefield, Army
Medical Services are to take deliv-
ery of four units later this summer.
The Modularised Transportable
Surgical Facility (MTSF) would
form the core of a field hospital,
replacing tent-based equipment. It
could also deploy as a stand-alone
intensive care unit capable of han-
dling up to 14 patients a day in
state-of-the-art, sterile conditions.
Built around the standard ISO
container, the British-made MTSF
can be deployved anywhere in the
world on trucks, in Hercules air-
craft or by sea. It is suitable for
military and humanitarian opera-
tions and can be up-and-running
two hours after hitting the ground.
Constructed by Marshalls Spe-
cialist Vehicles of Cambridge, the
package delivers a self-contained operat-
ing theatre (complete with surgical table,
air-conditioning and NBC capability);
expandable resuscitation and intensive
care unit; and utility/service modules.
Subject to a few minor modifications,
the Army is set to invest in four units, each

Instant theatre: A surgeon at work inside the MTSF

made up of four containers. The United
Nations has expressed interest in 12-box
units suitable for large-scale humanitarian
missions, while' several foreign govern-
ments and three National Health Service
trusts in the UK have also indicated that
they intend to buy MTSFs.
~




LEGAL PROBLEMS

UK OR OVERSEAS?

- Interview with Services Police

«  Possible or forthcoming Court
Martial

- Summary Appeal

e  Judicial Custody Hearing

- Redress of Grievance (contact can
be made by email)

HELP IS AT HAND!

TeLernone: WILLIAM BACHE

of Pye-Smiths, Solicitors,
based in Salisbury, Wiltshire

Tel: 0044 (O) 1722 340043 (office hours)
0044 (0) y B o 336701 (out of office hours)
0044 (0) 7768 622237 (mobile)

or email: william.bache@btconnect.com

FREE initial interview on telephone or face to face — up to 30 minutes.

NB: Anyone wishing to have a solicitor present during a services or

m Gifts el Petaon o civilian police interview is perfectly entitled to do so and this work is
e i S ouls s PO4 88Y P done in the UK with no charge being made to the person being
: Pennants & Bm Tel: 023 9282 2436 Fax: 023 9282 2177 interviewed. Overseas interviews can be dealt with by arrangement.
: Basabal! Caps .E!:“m Fax:023 9282 7922 [Where an interview is conducted involving extensive travel, a charge may be made
TdeY Bears W_Wmﬂmlw.uk but this would be a matter for discussion].

Are you in trouble?
Maybe we can help you

Recent changes in the Army disciplinary system have seen an
increase in Service personnel eligible for Army Legal Aid to be
represented and advised by qualified personnel

We at RICHARD GRIFFITHS & CO, SOLICITORS
are specialists in military and civilian criminal law.
In addition to our own team we use the services of specialist
barristers from 3 PUMP COURT CHAMBERS, LONDON.

We offer

FREE initial interview
Expert knowledge of the military system

A user-friendly service
Barrister representation at Courts Martial
A 24-hour ‘on call’ cover.

Our experience based on many years of practice extends from the least
serious to the most serious. (C.0.’s award to General Courts Martial and
Appeals including ‘Summary Appeal Courts Procedure’.)

One call and you can be receiving advice. * FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel

Richard Griffiths & CO * Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street

e Affordable room rates ® Choice of restaurants & bars

18 I\’Iilford Street *» Concessionary NCP Car Park rates ¢ Function rooms for

dinners, receptions, reunions & private parties

S al iSl)u r‘.‘(' S P l 2;’\ P For information & reservations contact us al:

THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB
e 63,79 Seymour Street, London W2 2HF <
Daytime no. 01722 329966
Fax 01722 329988

Tel ()2() 7_"2’5 "}h}-’h‘* The friendliest

Fax 020 7402 9496 welcome in the armed
JSorces world

- 24-hour pager 07659 136196

For Enquiries email: info@ vsc.co.uk
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Edited by Andy Simms

Army’s lea

Navy rock the boat but
five-star display against
the RAF ensures victory

FIVE second-half goals against the Royal
Air Force at Uxbridge preserved the
Army women’s football team’s 100 per
cent record in the Inter-Services champi-
onships.

With the Royal Navy beating the RAF
4-2 in the opening fixture, and having
been held to a 3-3 draw by the Navy at
Aldershot’s Military Stadium, the Army
kicked off the final match of the tourna-
ment knowing that victory by three
clear goals would see them crowned as
champions for the fourth successive
season.

During the first 45 minutes it looked as
though the RAF, with a determined def-
ensive display, would make the Army pay
dearly for letting a 3-1 lead slip against
a vastly-improved Navy side, but the
second-half proved a truly one-sided affair.

Any nerves that had been hampering
the Army’s performance evaporated when
LBdr Claire West (5 Regt RA) scored
shortly after the restart.

With the deadlock finally broken the
reds pushed forward and wiped out the
three-goal deficit with strikes from LCpl
Juliette Brown (1 GS Regt RLC), Pte

E-mail: asimms @soldiermagazine.co.uk

SPORT

Close encounter: LBdr Claire West (5 Regt RA), right, races for the ball as LCpl Chrissy
Wright (160 Pro Coy RMP) looks on during the Army’s 3-3 draw against the Royal Navy

Jacqui McKay (9 Supply Regt RLC),
LCpl Debbie Wooliscroft (HQ Land
Command) and LCpl Chrissy Wright
(160 Pro Coy RMP). As well as securing
the championship title, the 5-0 victory

ensured that Army remains the only team
name on the silverware.

€ Bdr L. Hodgson (2) and LBdr C
West (RA) shared the Army’s three-goal
haul against the Navy.

IN OFF THE POST ...

NOW that the Army has recognised
surfing as an approved sport,
mainly thanks to the efforts of Sgt
Jase Fern (14 Signal Regiment), and
with the first Army surfing champi-
onships swiftly approaching, a
minor glitch seems to have arisen.

Unlike football, rugby and other
common sports, surfing relies heavi-
ly on conditions that are difficult to
predict. This makes the planning of
practice sessions virtually impossi-
ble, particularly for those serving
with landlocked units.

With minimum manning being met
with regards to work commitments,
why within the past seven years have I
constantly been faced with rejection
when asking for time off to surf, while
my colleagues spend many an after-
noon playing football, rugby and the
like?

If the Army wishes to maintain its
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Surfer hits troubled water

fb) 3 f‘

Founding father: Sgt Jase Fern in action

“sport for all” image surely it should
give equal opportunities to all sports.
— Army surfer (name and address sup-
plied).

FOOTBALL TABLES

| MASSEY TROPHY |
P W D L GD Pis
RE 8 i 1 Q29 22
RLC 10 7 3 1 . 161, 21
RA 7 6 0 1 18 18
Infantry 11 5 3 3 2R
REME 8 5 2 1 25 1%
APTC 11 5 2 4 -2 17
Int Corps 9 4 1 4 -3 13
RSignals 7 3 2 2 5 1
AGC 11 3 2 € -9 11
AAC 10 2 2 6 -9 8
AMS 11 1 0 10 -32 3
RAC 11 1 0 10 -38 3

I PRICEWATERHOUSE COOPER LEAGUE I

P W D L GD Pts
AGC 6 5 0D 1 33 18
RLC 6 5 0 1 17 16
R Sigs 6 5 0 1 16 16
AMS 6 2 0 4 -15 &
REME 6 2 0 4 -19 6
RA 6 1 1 4 -8 4
Int Corps 6 0 1 5 -24 1
* Final league standings

Picture: Graeme Main
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One man [andihis dogs

Sapper's best friends ready to prove their
championship pedigree to the world

TAKING the dogs for a walk is not a con-
cept that Capt Graeme Scott (Royal
Engineers) is familiar with, writes Andy
Simms.

Indeed, when the ground liaison officer
with 617 Squadron at RAF Lossiemouth
takes his Scandinavian hounds out to
stretch their legs, walking is usually the
last thing on his mind — 35mph sprints
tend to be the norm.

But then Huckle, Jenny, Blue, Flik,
Finch and Zappa are not your average
four-legged friends. The six dogs, all
crossbred Alaskan huskies and short-
haired pointers, have become his trusted
team-mates and recently pulled the 32-
year-old to his third national title at the
United Kingdom sled-dog champi-
onships in Dalby Forest, Yorkshire.

For the uninitiated, sled-dog racing
takes the form of a time trial and involves

teams of two, three, four or six dogs
pulling a three-wheeled rig, piloted by a
driver, around a track.

It is a sport that Scott first became
interested in seven years ago. “I bought
my first husky as a pet and running com-
panion,” he explained. “I was heavily into
triathlon at the time and was running 55
miles a week. Mavic, who I named after a
bicycle component manufacturer, used to
join me in the hills.

“I then saw a programme on television
about a sled-dog race in Scotland and the
breeder of our first dog lent me a second
so that I could begin racing in the two-
dog class.

“I've always loved animals and was
intrigued by the idea of a human athlete
teaming up with canine athletes.”

However, if the chance to compete
alongside man’s best friend proved the
catalyst, it was the thrill of racing that con-
vinced Scott to pursue the sport seriously.

“The feeling of speed you get from

racing is fantastic,” he said. “The rig we
use for racing weighs only 15kg so

the dogs.

“My lightweight rig reached a top
speed of 37mph at the last national
championships and things can get
quite hairy when you are going

round tight corners.”

Ever since his first fateful ride,

you can really feel the power of

Pictures: Mike Scott (John Paul Photography)

Scott has invested heavily in his bid to
become top dog, dedicating a lot of time,
money and effort to the cause.

“To become a good sled-dog driver you
have to possess a physical robustness and
have a desire for hard work. It’s not easy,”
he said. “Agility and fitness play a big part
when racing and that means a lot of train-
ing. I wouldn’t have been able
to compete without the
help of my wife Car-
olyn. She has kept
me on the straight
and narrow and

bed to go train-
ing in the rain.
“You also have to be
patient and fair with the
dogs and have a good
understanding of how
they tick. I’'ve done
courses in canine psy-
¥ chology to help me
understand their moods
and temperament.”
Three British titles
are testament to
his hard work,
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kicked me out of

SPORT

Walkies: Capt Graeme Scott (Royal Engineers), Huckle, Jenny, Blue, Flik, Finch and Zappa in training for the world sled-dog championships

but Scott is quick to acknowledge that
just like a champion motor-racing driver,
his “engine” deserves its share of the
credit.

“The team of dogs I have now are athletes
in every sense of the word,” he said. “They
know that when we go out training or racing
there is a job to be done and they never mess
around — they just get on with running and
like nothing better.

“They have a natural desire to run and
vou do not find that in

five dogs who are all capable of this,
which is really quite unique.

“Huckle and Jenny are my first choice
leaders,” Scott said. “Huckle is a five-
year-old male and the grandson of the
current world champion in Alaska and
Jenny, his three-year-old co-leader, is as
fast as a greyhound.

“Next come two females, Blue and
Flik, who settle the team and create
rhythm. And bringing up the rear are two

extremely powerful

every dog. When you ‘When you see these males, Finch and

see these guys run flat
out for ten miles you

guys run flat out for

Zappa, who are just
plain crazy. Collec-

get a ra;al feeling of  ten miles you geta tively, they offer a
respect for what they great combination of
i real feeling of respect wabb

“Phonetically, left
and right sounds the
same to a dog,” he added. “They don’t
understand the meaning of the words,
just the sounds. I control them using
‘haw’ for left and ‘gee’ for right, ‘woah’ to
slow down and a sharp whistle to speed

Once you have a leader who can
respond to those calls it makes life a lot
easier. Good leaders are hard to come by
but in my team I am lucky enough to have
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for what they can do ?

Despite his winning
formula and having
dominated the domestic scene in recent
vears, Scott has had few opportunities to
test his team’s skill against international
opposition — but all that is set to change
next year. As reigning British champion
Scott has automatically qualified for the
world championships, which are due to be
held at Todtmoos, Germany in February.

“The world championships will be the

first time the competition has been held
in Europe since the introduction of the
Pets Passport Scheme,” he said.

“So this will be Britain’s first chance to
pitch a domestic team against the best in
the world and then rtravel freely back
home afterwards.

“Itis every sportsman’s dream to repre-
sent their country and [ am fortunate that
my dream is set to come true. It will be a
massive race. Last year there were 84,000
spectators, so the experience should be
second-to-none and one to really savour,”
he added. “Obviously the world champi-
onships is now my main focus and I will
do my best to balance my military career
with this hugely demanding sport.

“The dogs are a long-term commit-
ment; they are not like skis which you re-
wax and put away until next season, they
need looking after all year round.

“Fortunately, I am based in northern
Scotland where we have the best training
facilities in the world and also have the
best chance of snowfall. This could prove
vital as the race in Germany will be on
sleds,” he said. “All things said and done
I think we have a really good chance of
success in the world championships.”
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Will you take the bait?

THE Army Angling Federation are look-
ing for keen fishermen to compete in this
vear’s Army shore championships. The
competition, which will be held in Dover
on October 11-16, is open to all military
personnel,

Anyone interested in an application
form or further information should con-
tact Sgt Jim Cargill on Mil 94774 8513.

Army’s sevens sisters

WELBECK Army College was crowned
champion of the Epsom College Girls’
rugby sevens tournament after beating
rivals Caterham School by a slender
two-point margin in the final.

Sir Redgrave needs you

FIVE-times Olympic gold medallist Sir
Steve Redgrave is urging soldiers to get
involved with Sport Relief, the new
fundraising campaign from Comic
Relief and BBC Sport, which aims to
unite the world of sport to raise money
for vulnerable children at home and
abroad.

Spearheaded by Britain’s most suc-
cessful Olympian, the campaign will
culminate in a night of sport, celebri-
ties, fundraising and entertainment on
BBC One on Saturday, July 13.

To play your part in Sport Relief call
09068 101010 for a copy of the
fundraising pack (calls will cost no more
than £1.50, which covers printing,
postage and packing).

Skeleton in closet

THE British Army (Germany) Sport
Board has been awarded a diplomacy
certificate by the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) in recognition of the
considerable service it has given to the
sport of skeleton.

The citation, signed by IOC president
Juan Antonio Samaranch, reads: “The
I0C pays tribute to the British Army
Germany Sport Board for a remarkable
contribution as a volunteer to the devel-
opment of Olympic endeavour and the
promotion of friendship and solidarity
among people.”

Ipswich a-tractor crowd

AROUND 1,000 British soldiers
watched Ipswich Town FC beart top
Russian side Alania Vladikavkaz FC
2-1 in a charity football match at the
Garrison Stadium at Dhekelia,
Cyprus.

Nigerian international Finidi-George
and Spanish under-21 striker Pablo
Counago found the back of the net for
the Tractor Boys in a game which raised
more than £700 for the Army Benevo-
lent Fund.

Satala-inspired reds
reclaim Inter-Services
crown at Twickenham

Army 18
Royal Navy 13

ON a scorching hot day, no one expected
the Willis-sponsored Army-Royal Navy
match to be an overly pretty affair and
while the Navy remained focused on
“fighting ops” it was unlikely to be any
sort of a spectacle, writes Roger
Thompson.

That said, it was for the connoisseurs of
forward play, a battle of titanic propor-
tion. For those who enjoy flare in
pyrotechnic form this was an absorbing
struggle until the final whistle.

There were also moments of good spec-
tator rugby from the Army, especially
when the outstanding player on the park,
Pte Apolesi Satala (1 RS), broke tackles
and created a bit of space.

Indeed, the ever-present flanker pro-
duced scoring chances on three separate
occasions before being dragged to the
ground.

From the kick-off the exchanges within
two fairlv even packs of forwards were
contained at the over-robust level, espe-
cially after Cpl Andy Perry (RM) deto-
nated his own brand of mavhem. He was
not alone.

Double-handed frontal assaults on
heads locked in to the scrum seldom
settle the issue between packs living on a
knife edge and Perry was lucky not to be
asking directions to an early bath.

That incident alone created a lack of
trust and both packs thereafter seemed
hell-bent on getting their retaliation in
first. It did the cause of Services rugby
little credir.

As the Daily Telegraph later reported,
the Army generally played with “more
ambition” involving all attacking options.
On occasions both of the centre pairing of
Gnr Rory Greenslade-Jones (7 Para
RHA) and Cpl Darrell Cooper (RE)
showed inventiveness and spirit to pene-
trate the naval defence, but the dark blues
recovered sufficiently once more to slow
the game down.

Infuriatingly, the Navy had showed the
40,000 crowd that when they stopped the
fighting they could play rugby.

Sgt Bob Armstrong (RM) led a series
of powerful forward drives, while winger
David Jones scored a well-worked overlap

Marching forward: Gnr Rory Greenslade-
Jones bursts through the Navy's defence
during the Army’s 18-13 win at Twickenham
Pictures: Graeme Main

try on the far right. One such drive in the
closing minutes pushed the Army back to
a line-out on their own line, and led to the
soldiers’ champagne moment of the
match.

Bdr Lee Soper (7 Para RHA), who had
jumped like a salmon all afternoon, rose
imperiously above the mélée to steal a
Navy ball from which the Army steadied
and counter-attacked to safety and the
final whistle.

While the battles were raging up front,
Capt Dan Coen (RE) coolly punished six
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Army ride out naval storm

Champions . . . again: Bdr Lee Soper (7
Para RHA), right, celebrates avenging last
year'’s shock 31-20 defeat by lifting the
Inter-Services Championship Bowl

naval offences to secure 18 points for the
Army and the Willis man-of-the-match
award for the second time in three years.
The five-point victory meant that it was
Army skipper Cpl Mal Roberts (RLC)
who got to lead his troops up to the Royal
Box to lift both the Willis Trophy and the
Inter-Services Championship Bowl.

® Other results from Twickenham -
England Students U21 23 Combined
Services 17; Army Veterans 35 Royal
Navy Veterans 3.
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Your sporting guide
to June. ..

ANGLING: 28-29 — Combined Services v
SAMF (Stranraer).

ATHLETICS: 5 — Army sprint champi-
onships (Bassingbourn); 9 — National
triathlon championships (Shropshire); 12 —
Army individual championships (Aldershot);
16 — Triathlon race meeting (Windsor); 21 -
National Three Peaks Chailenge (Snowdon,
Scafell Pike and Ben Nevis); 26 — BF(G)
finals (Sennelager).

CANOEING: 10-16 — Army slalom cham-
pionships (Llandysul); 22-23 — Tri-Service
surf training weekend (St Mawgan).

EQUITATION: 1-15 — Mounted officers
course (Melton Mowbray); 10-14 — CSEA
instructors course (Warminster Saddle Club);
18-21 — Royal Tournament mounted events
(Melton Mowbray); 22 — Defence Academy
jubilee show (Shrivenham); 24-28 — Begin-
ners course (Warminster); 29-30 — RN/RM
championships (HMS Dryad).

EXTREME SPORTS: 15 — Cheviot 2000
team fell race (Cheviot Hills, Northumberland
National Park).

CLIMBING: 19 — Inter-Services champi-
onships (TBC).

CRICKET: 1 — RMAS v Army U25s (Sand-
hurst); 6 — Kent 2nd X1 v Army (Maidstone); 9
— Earl of Arundel’'s X| v Combined Services
(Arundel); 10 — Oxford University Authentics v
Army U25s (Marston Sports Ground, Oxford);
12-14 — Oxford University v Combined Ser-
vices (The Parks, Oxford); 17 — Army U25s v
Stragglers of Asia (Aldershot); 18 — Army v
Sussex 2nd X (Aldershot); 19-21 — Combin-
ed Services v Cambridge University (Alder-
shot); 25 — Army v British Police (Aldershot);
26 — Army v Fire Service (Aldershot); 27 —
Herefordshire v Army U25s (Eastnor CC); 28
— Army U25s v Buckinghamshire U19s (TBC).

FOOTBALL: 29 — RLC (UK) v RLC
(BA(G)) (Deepcut).

MARTIAL ARTS: 29 - Inter-Services
championships (HMS Nelson, Portsmouth).

RUGBY LEAGUE: 24 — Great Britain U21
v Army (TBC).

RUGBY UNION: 3-7 — RAF international
tens (Akrotiri).

SWIMMING: 24 — Inter-Services long dis-
tance championships (Lake Bala, North
Wales); 25 — Army individual championships
(Aldershot); 26 — Army inter-unit team cham-
pionships; Inter-unit relay competition (Alder-
shot).

WATER POLO: 24 — Army championships
(Aldershot).

SOLDIER’S sports desk welcomes your
stories, results and opinions.

Write to: Andy Simms, Sports
Editor, Soldier, Ordnance Road, Alder-
shot, Hants GU11 2DU or e-mail him
at asimms(@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Acceptance or rejection of copy is the
decision of the Sports Editor, who
reserves the right to amend for length,
clarity or style.




O Military

Marketing
Interndtional

Suppliers of Plaques, Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

In good company with most
Regiments and Corps of the British
Army, we made your Shields for the

Falklands,
the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia
and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure:
74-77 STEWARD STREET,

SPRING HILL,
LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM

B18 7AF
Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Email:mmisales @militarymarketing.co.uk
Website: militarymarketing.co.uk
Minimum order 25 shields —£11.95.
No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £19.00 /

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

For an information pack
send a large SAE to:

Professional Bodyguard Association

The White House, 24 Cumberland Tce,
Willington, Co Durham, DL15 OPB

No telephone enquiries

Such is the reputation of the
PBA that in 1997 we acted
as Close Protection advisers
to the Chiefs of Staff at the
Pentagon.

‘British expertise at work through the PBA’

G.D.Golding
(Tailors) Ltd
The W(H‘H(Hf; Jailors

m
By Appemtenec

"
Hier Majoscy The Quees.
Taen

G0 Groblim (Tollors) Lod
St Alase

G.D.Golding

Civil Livery and Military Tailors
Mess kits . No 1 Dress . Service Dress . Accoutrements .
Suits . Sports Jackets . Blazers . Trousers . Evening Tails .
Morning Suits . Dinner suits . Breeches . Hunt Coats . etc.
Service
Visiting service . (UK & Germany) . Account facilities .
Customer satisfaction guarantee

220 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4LW
and 183 London Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3JS

Telephone: 01727 841321 Facsimile: 01727 831 462

website: www.tailors.co.uk email: tailors@goldings.co.uk

| @

To advertise in Soldier’s Web Watch contact:
advertising@soldiermagazine.co.uk or telephone 01252 347352

RANGERS [

PEUGEOT

~ MILITARY SALES

For your free information pack on how to purchase a
new Peugeot at special concession tax free and tax paid prices.
Call Colin Clubley:
Sales Hotline: 01980 653434
Fax: 01980 654256

www.peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk

June 2002 SOLDIER




Edited by Andy Simms

Signals malfunction

Defensive blunder
helps sappers lift title

42 Engineer Regiment (Geo) 1
Joint Communications Unit (NI) 0
Army Minor Units cup final

A BREAKDOWN in communication
between a goalkeeper and his defenders
produced the only goal of the Army
Minor Units cup final at Aldershot’s Mil-
itary Stadium.

And ironically it was the team from the
Joint Communications Unit (Northern
Ireland) who were found guilty of ignor-
ing the adage that “it’s good to talk”.

Time and time again during the first-
half the signallers’ goalkeeper, LCpl
Martt Ashley, was left exposed by a
defence which looked far from solid. Cpl
Paul Douglas (42 Engr Regt (Geo)), in
particular, revelled in the vast areas of
free space offered to him and his pace
proved a constant thorn in the side of the
Comms defence,

However, it was at corners thart their
defensive frailties were most noticeable
and it was from a set piece that they con-
ceded the game’s lone goal.

An in-swinging corner from the boot of
Spr Danny Bemrose on 37 minutes high-
lighted the poor understanding in the sig-
nallers’ goal area, with both Ashley and
his defence seemingly unsure as to who
should claim the ball.

Ashley’s late, and unconvincing effort,
to retrieve the situation ended with the
ball spilling from his arms and into the
path of Spr Arron Ashcroft, whose
predatory touch forced the ball across a
crowded goal line.

E-mail: asimms@soldiermagazine.co.uk

T R TN
Final hurdle: Cpl Paul Douglas (42 Engr
Regt (Geo)) jumps a tackle en route to goal

Chasing the game, the Joint Communi-
cations Unit (NI) side enjoyed much
more of the play in the second-half but
were unable to break through their oppo-
nents’ resolute defence, which was well
marshalled by the experienced WOI1
Stuart Fairnington.

# 2 R Irish lifted the Infantry Chal-
lenge Cup after beating 1 IG 6-5 on
penalties at Tidworth.

42 Engr Regt ~ TOTAL SHOTS JC ()

B |
SHOTS 0N TARGET

5 |

CORNERS

8
FOULS
7

y

ATHLETICS: Inter-Services marathon
championships — 1, RN; 2, Army; 3,
RAF.

Army modern tetrathlon championships,
men’s - 1, LCpl Andrew Mackenzie
(HCMR); 2, OCdt Charles Unwin (RMAS);
3, OCdt James Jennings (RMAS).
Women’s — 1, OCdt Catherine Yarroll
(RMAS); 2, OCdt Julia Macrory (RMAS); 3,
OCdt Charlotte Donkin (RMAS). Men’s
team champions — RMAS (OCdt James
Crompton, OCdt Jennings, OCdt Unwin).
Women’s team champions — RMAS (OCdt
Jane Ellis, OCdt Yarroll, OCdt Donkin).

FOOTBALL: Massey Trophy - Int Corps 2

AGC 2; REME 7 AAC 1; APTC 3 AGC 2.
Price Waterhouse Cooper league -

\AMS 2 RA 0; REME 3 Int Corps 2; AMS 0

RESULTS SERVICE . .. RESULTS SERVICE ... RESULTS SERVICE...

RLC 8; R Signals 5 Int Corps 0; RLC 5
REME 1; REME 2 AMS 1; Int Corps 1 AMS
4; RLC 2 AGC 6.

GOLF: RTMC competition (Greetham
Valley) — 1, Sgt Jap Owen; 2, CSgt Gaz
Meekins; 3, Sgt Dave King.

RUGBY UNION: Army women 20 RAF
women 0; Army veterans 32 RAF veterans
10.

1 DWR tour of New Zealand - Army
Training Group (Waiuru) 30 Dukes 16;
Linton Army Commanders 48 Dukes 11;
Central RFC 73 Dukes 0; Royal New
Zealand Army Logistic Regiment 55 Dukes
15.

SHOOTING:
rifle (short range) match - 1,

Inter-Services small-bore
RAF

N

(4,612pts); 2, TA (4,611pts); 3, Army
(4,595pts); 4, RN (2,227pts).

Inter Command/Division small-bore
target rifle finals — 1, Northern Ireland; 2, 4
Division; 3, 5 Division; 4, London District; 5,
1-(UK) Armoured Division. _

Land Command Inter-Unit small-bore
target rifle finals — 1, Cambridge Universi-
ty OTC; 2, 3 R Irish; 3, 31 Signal Regt; 4, 4
GS Regt; 5, Northumbrian University OTC;
6, 21 Engr Regt; 7, West Midland Regt.

SKIING: Winners of the RAC champi-
onships - The Royal Mercian and Lancas-
tian Yeomanry.

Exercise Rucksack, champion skiing
unit—1 GS Regt RLC. Army nordic cham-
pions — 1 GH. Inter-Services unit champi-
ons - 45 Cdo RM. Army women's
champions - 1 GS Regt RLC. /
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I.“ST From the reign of Queen Victoria to the
present day in both full size and

YOUR ST

MEDAI.S We mount medals ready to wear in both court

and swing style. Professionally sewn in our
own workshops.

Also available:

Brass cap badges and various veterans lapel
mmammmmum

' presentation cases with brass effect

 pameplates. Complete engraving service.

’ We carry a full range of commemorative

= medals including: The General Service Cross,
The Medal for National Service, Voluntary
Service Medal, British Army of the Rhine
Medal, Suez Canal Zone Medal, Maritime
Service Medal and the Golden Jubilee Medal.
Please send SAE for replacement list and
colour brochure, or telephone us for a quote.
Our experts are ready to help with all your

enquiries.
A research service is also available.

TOAD HALL MEDALS

Newton Ferrers, Plymouth, Devon PL8 1DH
P Tel: 01752 872672 Fax: 01752 872723
e-mail: chrissy(@toadhallmedals.com
www.toadhalimedals.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
Zor all the latest news & sport on the British Ay

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

following address, 0!
SPECIAL AIR-SEASE

St. George’s Works, St. George’s
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1 '
Tel: 01524 64204 - Fax: 01524
Email: info@sass-kit.fsbusiness.co
Website: www.sass-kit.fsbusiness.

___________________________________________________________________________

Please send me your latest catalogue:

Name: ........ e e, S

T 16 | (=1 TV TTRUE T PRSPPSO TSPt

Postcode: ........ccoovveeeenennins Si

Tax Free
or with
UK
Military
Discount

In the Military?
Looking into-a new car?

Look no further than Natocars!

Call 01278 455555 today for your
FREE Natocars’ Buying Guide

with Special Military Prices on over 1500 new cars

2
= FSnarocars
e 2PN SHLO ® @«m

e FoRD HRNGA  MRCEESMAT SN FUGION  EEMAWT NAUENAL

UK HQ Wylds Road * Bridgwater ® Somerset ® TAS 4BH
Tel: 01278 455555 we'll call you back
Fax: 01278 450396 * www.natocars.co.uk
E-mail: sales@natocars.co.uk (Please supply postal address)

SOL/SKUANC

RENAULT

¢

‘ Renault Tax Free Sales

NEW) Special
Clio from Insurance Deals!

E5 555 for the Clio &

Megane
- MeganeHa'm

Megane Coupe
from £7, H-l‘

Seenic from

£8,895

3 years | 60,000 mile warmanty ® 12 year anti-corrosion warranty * 3 years colour paintwork wamanty ¢ 2 years/18,000 mile servicr intenals

mMmmmwmmmmmammmmmm
\ Return to Britain-Tax Paid Scheme Available

WHITEHOUSE st
\ RENAULT iy

mail: msales@ renaulttaxfree.co.uk PhonefFax: 020 7026 0020

Whitehouse Renault Centre
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Frank Finch has made ten

changes in detail to one of his

drawings taken from our

archive. Circle the differences

in the lower image, cut out
the whole panel, add your
name and address and send
to HOAY 727, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by June 28,

A photocopy is acceptable,
but only one entry per person
may be submitted.

Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn

after the closing date will win
£100; the second and third
will receive £10 gift vouch-
ers. No correspondence of
any kind can be entered into.
The names of the winner

and runners-up will be
announced in the August
issue.

.

(Name : (Give initials and rank or litle) )
i J
(Address : )

J

April issue (No 725): First correct entry drawn at random was
from In-Pensioner W Fox BEM, Royal Hospital Chelsea, who
wins £100. Runners-up Mr D Hankins, of Horsington, Somerset
and Mr G L Massey, of Solihull. each win a £10 gift voucher.
The ten differences were: sausages; woman's cuff; car bonnet
and registration plate; Z and man’s tie on poster; Belisha
beacon stripes; flowers; soldier’s pocket and crease in sleeve.

So this is what it means to serve in

the front line with the teeth arms

Write your own funny caption for the photograph, right,
first published in Soldier in November 1952. The best, in
the Editor’s opinion, will win a prize from our silver logo
collection. Usual rules apply. Entries — on a postcard or
the back of a sealed envelope — should reach us by June 28.

SOLDIER June 2002

THE prize for our April
competition, left, goesto R G
Pike, AFPAA, Worthy Down for
his bizarre suggestion: “And
when | push this button it puts
the cleaned eyeball back in its
socket”.

Several captions on the same
theme included “Quick . . . put
another 50p in the meter. This
peep-show is good"” from Sgt
Brendan McMahon, JSPU, Op

Silkman; “These ‘What the
Sergeant Major saw’ machines
could catch on” from M J
Burgess of Bentley, S Yorks; and
“Don’t turn the handle so fast,
I'm missing the best bits” from
Clive Moore of Christchurch,
Dorset. We also liked “Keep a

straight face when she takes
blackened the eyepiece” from
LMA D Dempsey, MDHU Frimley
Park Hospital; and “This one’s a
picture of the hotel we stayed
in on holiday” from Alan Howlett,
Weston-Super-Mare.




Military Tailors \ Telecommunications '\ Equipment \ Services ' Market Place\/

X Sportswear & Printed Goods '

SERVICES

‘ ‘; advice

é“m www.forcesdiscount.com
- Travel, motoring, holidays, insurance,
 leisure, solicitors, financial services
~ www.wellbeingservices.co.uk
.| Confidential debt advice
. Www.rac.co.uk
" For your motoring needs
- www.the-love-tree.com
- Where people meet on the net. Welcome to
~ 21st century dating for friendship or love
www.modreunited.co.uk
| Get reunited with Forces friends and
colleagues. Free, simple to use, safe
~ and extremely effective. Includes

automated email system. Past and
present personnel worldwide.
www.exservicesreunited.co.uk
Contact your old military mates
www.bratlink.co.uk

Contact point for ex-BFES pupils and staff
www.soldierforum.co.uk

Letting soldiers, past and present, contact
each other

www.forcesreunited.org.uk

The largest dediicated UK database of
forces and ex-forces personnel on the web

=SREETE S HSETREIST DR

THE ESSENTIAL JOB
SEARCH & BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

THE LIST ™

www.thelistuk.com

' Get “A Soldier's Pocket Book” -

HELPING HANDS

i Address: [ @ http://www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

www.helion.co.uk
14,500 military books and more!
www.militarybooks.co.uk
Probably the best military books
site in the world
www.milpkbk.co.uk

On-line security ordering

Watches
www.traser-uk.com

delivery

www.travellingwithchildren.co.uk
www.acevacations.com

25%-75% savings. A Travel Club
membership. Never pay full price again

WORLDWIDE SUPPLIERS OF
GUARANTEED USED
MOTORCYCLE SPARES
A 121 SERVICE TO

MEET ALL YOUR
REQUIREMENTS

www.121motorcyclespares.com

The best for night vision
dark!

CTP - The official 3rd line of resettlement
ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS WITH

CAREER TRANSITION 'PARTNERSHIP ‘

www.ctp.org.uk

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE
LATEST NEWS OF THE ARMY

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

ARMY
BENEVOLENT

Na

FUND

Call 020 7591 2000 or visit www.armybenevolentfund.com

CHECK OUT OUR LEISURE SECTION PAGES 66-67
WISHLIST: SWITCHED ON - GAME O

Must-have gadgets and games reviewed by Soldier

CLOTHING & KIT

~ www.militarykit.com
Military clothing, footwear and
equipment for the professionals

www.army-surplus.co.uk

BFPO mail order and on-line web store
www.armyandoutdoor.co.uk

Premier kit shop in the north west for
Cadets/TA/Servicemen extras

www.camelbak.co.uk

Hydration systems. Hydrate or die!
www.lacticalfootwear.com ;

Free shipping on all footwear orders
www.sass-kit.fsbusiness.co.uk

Not just another kit list!

NIV WF] www.eurolenscontactlenses.com

LENS

disposable contact lenses - on-line

Acuvué'. . Focus”. . Soflens?. Freshlook . and more

OPPORTUNITIES & BUSINES

www.armycadets.com
ACF leaders wanted
www.readymoneyround.com
. British multi-level marketing
company offering full and part-time |
. business opportunities *
. www.alincome.us

Offering America’s No1 income iﬁw
opportunity. Not MLM. Click on if last 2

: week you did not make $3,000 US

MEDALS

www.worcmedals.com
Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd
www.kanddmedals.com
Full-size and miniature medals

. _

advertising@soldiermagazine.co.uk

or telephone 01252 347352

POSTED ABROAD?

Don't worry you can still play the lottery at

www.uknationallottery.com

REGIMENTAL sm.=.s

www.123pwrr.co.uk

Website for the Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment
www.royalirishregiment.co.uk
Website for the Royal Irish Regiment
www.army.rlc.co.uk

\The Royal Logistic Corps )

@rdlae Qnltne @ W%

ILITARY.CO.UK

SV miE= L ESgR

JOHN BULL

Email: John.bull@btclick.com

www.johnbuliclothing.com
DISCOUNTS ON BULK ORDERS
TEL: 01748 833614 FAX: 01748 836909

11 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison, N. Yorks DLS 4DH

~ museums )
www.keepmilitarymuseum.org

Military Museum of Devon & Dorset
WWW. rrw.org.uk

South Wales Borderers Museum
www.eastbournemuseums.co.uk

The Queen’s Royal Irish Hussars
Museum

WWw.armymuseums.org.uk

Definitive guide to regimental
museums, ancestor tracing and 4,000
volume regimental bibliography
www.rwfmuseum.org.uk

The Royal Welch Fusiliers Museurn
www.rememuseum.co.uk

REME Museum

[SHOP AT SOLMART

SOLMART SPECIALS . .
www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

T
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5 Replau:d in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H THA
Tel: 020 7930 1979 Fax: 020 7930 1152
www.rdhmedals.com E-mail:rdhmedals@aol.com

COSTELLO

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT

SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

UK: 020 8478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631
UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Ilford Essex IG1 4BS

WWW. m e S Sd re 5 S " CO m = Secure online shopping

Queens Golden Jubilee Miniature Medal £5 iavara psp
(TKS Medals approved by MOD)
Visit us in Bournemouth 7 days a week by appointment. Contact us for officers price list.

Made to Measure Tailoring
85 Stewart Road, Bournemouth BH8 8NZ

Tel: 01202 302846 Fax: 01202 383874 |

:

| “RLCIAGC, D&D, Staffordshire: *RTR, RRF:

: £320 (inc VAT & rank) £360 (inc VAT & rank)
Y *RE. R Sig, RAMC, REME, RA, *Female AGC:
i Paras, Kings, Queens, AAC: £455 (inc VAT & rank)
: £340 (inc VAT, rank, shirt & tie)

: INTEREST FREE CREDIT

j George Boots £49.99 incipsp  S/Dress Shirt £30
A Patent Boots £85 Spurs £20
II Maost Medals £5 loose Spur Boxes £15
y Courtmounting £4 per model Silk Self Bow Tie £15
N White Marcella Shit ~ £22 & £27  Khaki Braided Tie £17
| Coliariess Shirt £27 *Please add p&p on all items

.

k

5

2

;

J

;

i

5

.

e-mail: sales@messdress.com |

e R R R R . - e e ... = =

Embroidered or printed with your own design
For the best quality, price and service

wmsmmm

N
0044 1274
email: claire@k
Mpleto ||ual advice

l I-[ ) PAINTED WALL PLAQUES (Select any Regiment “or Corps)

SWAGGER CANES, TIES (REGIMENT, CORPS OR ASSOCIATION)

mmummwmmnmmmm«mmuﬂ
all the pr inour, you are buying for

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of garments. - Low minimum order.
Full colour brochure, ~ T-shirts, sweatshirts,
polos, sportswear & much more

Free embroidery proof No set up charge. Quick delivery.
Competitive prices — embroidered polos from £6,

sweats £8, t-shirts £4.40
mcmmmmmmummn&nm

Banana Moon Workshop

48, Old Lane, Birkenshaw, WBD‘HMX
Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524

WWW. bananamoon.co.mn

DEBT PROBLEMS"

Are your outgoings more than your income?

o ﬁ-"x'}:‘
> “‘3,

w
Are your creditors threatening you with: 3

Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptcey, Bailiffs,
Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings?

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us
now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems
without the need to borrow more money.
Telephone (0044) 01329 515532
for a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL consultation.

Or visit our website: www.wellbeingservices.co.uk

WELLBEING SERVICES

150
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VISTA TIES

are Tie Manufacturers and can supply
your existing tie or design you a new one.

Please send us a picture of your badge

or cy pher and we will post a free coloured

visual with a quotation.......OVER 300
DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES IN STOCK

VISTA TIES

28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM

SURREY RH1 3EA

Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892

@ MICHAEL JAY
Exclusive HAND CUT
TAILORING
Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS ©
INCLUDES ﬂff(’l'

& 14 day Make or
H 48 hr EXPRESS
U Lowest prices
l Best fit

[ Highest quality
& Best payment terms
Local agent (o measure in mosi areas

Tel:01449 614802 Faxc01449 614604 |

As our customers say
The service is simply unbeatable
5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK STOWMARKET SUFFOLK IP14 5AY

MEDALS
Full size & miniature supplied

Professionally mounted
Hand-sewn ... not glued

K&D Medals

33 The Cresecent, West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB

Tel: 020 8777 24286
kanddmedals@aol.com

NN (@ e X 8

- DIAMOND

I!‘ S l N RESORTS
Buy your own ideal holiday
or retn'ement home
in the sun

L 3z

k Call 01625613 681
| Marlborough Court, Pickford St,
' Macclesfield, Cheshire SK116JD

e.mail:- properties@diamondsunresorts.com
agents for ATOL Holders

CLICK ON - CLICK ON

DISCOUNTS ON SERVICES & PRODUCTS

A PARTNERSHIP WITH YOU IN MIND
www.forcesreunited.org.uk

www.forcesdiscount.com

SOLDIER June 2002

Had an Accident?
Need Compensation and Legal Advice?
Contact:

0845 6011260
www.forceslaw.com

For free 30-minute initial diagnostic interview with lawyers
experienced in the Armed Forces who speak your language

/7] e
UNIFORMAL les
MESS KITS
FEMALE MESS KIT from O. H. Hewett Ltd
3 Piece Ready to Wear
‘?Izc:: 1’?' o i Established records of tie designs for
FRaC over 100 years and 30,000 patterns.
AGC Ties made to order in silk or polyester.
£3 9 5 ‘ 0 0 For information regarding prices and
minimum quantities
ROYAL SIGNALS, please contact:
RLC
£445 38 O. H. Hewett Ltd at
. 21 Farncombe Street
VAN DUNGIE HOUSE Godalming, Surrey GU7 3AY
MEYNELL AVENUE.
ROTHWELL. LEEDS LS26 ONU Telephone: 01483 426917
TEL: 0113 282 6102 Fax: 01483 424810
FAX: 0113 282 1457 Email: enquiries@ohhewett.co.uk

CARICATURES

B y Rick

J S Iu gruupl or the

* T-SHIRTS SWE
JACKETS

Ask for nmplu and jprices

5 ) @’
-THE - SPO

QU'C“ fun caricatures
your gvent

Over 60 Mess Cartoons (o date

GET THE BEST

omail: ick@caricature co uk  website: www.caricature co.uk

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove B61 SLL
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax (01527) 576798
Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting
Full size and Miniature Medals and Ribbon
Medals professionally mounted to the highest standards

= Queen’s Golden Jubilee
Miniature Medal offer

Have your full size and
miniature medals mounted

by us and we will supply the
miniature Jubilee Medal

FREE OF CHARGE.

Quantity discounts available to units

Send SAE, phone or email us tor a copy of our comprehensive sales catalogue
See our website for full details of all our services.
“Secure on-line ordering on our website”
www.worcmedals.com Email: wms @worcmedals.com

o B el B Credit card orders accepted == 11

Are you a TA officer
or soldier looking for
additional service with
the Regular Army?
Are you a Regular
Reservist wanting to
return to the Army
to do further service?
From 6 months to
42 months in length?

For a Response Pack
0800 028 5533

For further information

www.army.mod.uk/ftrs

or speak to your Unit
Administration Officer




R

WINDSOR MEDAL
MOUNTING SERVICES
Miniature medals supplied
and mounted from £10.00 4 pzp
Full size medals mounted

BODYLINE

Professional Teamwear
from the leading brands.

@m T from £3.50 each + pap
Quality medal framing
ProXStar [l BODYLINE from £26.50 + pap
football hoclkey ALL MEDALS MOUNTED

PROFESSIONALLY NOT GLUED
TEL: 07786073060

7 NICHOLLS WALK, WINDSOR SL4 4YA

= & B =

Full range can be seen on-line

01709
bodylinesports | 377086

THE GOLD WIRE B! \I)l'l' ('U\II'\\\'
GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGE

FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMM! \\IH) KNIV l-\llllatl.
WITH LEG/BELT SHEATH

BERETS: RED, GREEN, NAVY, BLACK, SAS, L. }(;HT
INFANTRY ,DRAWCORD LEATHER HEADBAND W "0

For officers or other rank
With or without unit designat

| GOLD DRESS CORDS FOR STD

aiso REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS E_lusn
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS 2400
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £400
WHITE COTTON MASONIC GLOVES £3.50
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £30.00

LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS (made o
measure) £354
STANDARD CARRYING CASE L"w
PARACHUTE REGT STANDARD CARRIERS \\ITH
ALL ELEVEN BATTLE HONOURS £40.00

PACE STICKS u-um
SWAGGER STICKS, CHROME & BLACK £13.00

ny qu%ty supplie
.E. for price list

' } b LAPEL BADGES: AIRBORNE ARTILLERY ﬂ
RA GREEN BERET

'. < ncashtre PARA RED BERET £200

PARA CAP BADGE £1.30

PEGASUS 1942 - 1999 COMMEMORATIVE LAPEL
4 £2.00

BADGE ¢

BRASS CAR GRILLE BADGES £10.00
SSTEEL & PLASTIC GRILLE BADGES £10.00
REGIMENTAL WALL PLAQUES £18.00

One off BLAZER BADGES a speciality at no extra
charge. SEND FOR FREE LISTS

11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw, Oldham, Lancs OL2 8JT.
Telephone/Fax: 01706 B46648
E-Mail: sales@thegoldwirebadge.co.uk
www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

Phone: 0151-5 51
Fax: 0151-549 112,

& Flowers

MOFFATS SCHOOL

for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border

proud of our long association with Service families
& Most of our pupils are full boarders
@ Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress
« Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs
o Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama
@ All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds
@ Our own escorts to and from major stations and all UK airports
« Hospitality and fun for children in half-terms and exeats
@ Affordable fees for Service personnel

Kinlet Hall
Nr Bewdley
Wores DY12 3AY

Tel: (01299) 841230

Joy’s Roses

Flowers for all occasions. Births/Birthdays/Anniversaries/
To say I love you/ Get well soon
SENT DAILY TO UK & NI

SOMEONE SOMEWHERE IS
WAITING TO HEAR FROM YOU

BOUQUET - ROSES RED or YELLOW or WHITE or MIXED (12 Blooms) ... .. £14.00
BOUQUET — ROSES RED or YELLOW or WHITE or MIXED (24 Blooms) .. .. £19.00
BOUQUETS NO ROSES .. €12 DO . £20.00
BOUQUET - FREESIA & FERNS (40 Btonms} " .. £15.00

SPECIAL MIXED B()UQ(TBTQ

BOUQUET — SPECIAL MIXED inc. ROSES (30 Blooms).... ..£18.00
BOUQUET - SPECIAL MIXED inc. ROSES (50 Blooms . £20.00
BOUQUET — SPRING BOUQUET (30 BIODMS) «....cocvucuiriiviisessssenssassassismsunsnsssesens £19.00

HOTLINE: 01481 246708

ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED/POSTAL ORDERS/CHEQUES
MADE PAYABLE TO:

Joy’s Roses & Flowers,Flamingo,

St Sampsons,Guernsey, C.1. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 246708  Fax: (01481) 243406

Forces and

x-Service Personnel

JOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES?
CAUSED BY SERVICE

ALSO INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE
AND PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

LL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!
FREEPHONE

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD MARSH HOUSE, 92A
MARSHLAND ROAD, MOORENDS, DONCASTER, DN8 45Z.

* happy anniversary..

REGIMENTAL BROOCHES
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock
Commissions for that special item undertaken
SUPERE DIAMOND SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

JM.BICKERTON

Manufacturing Jewellers
23 Vyse Street, Birmingham B18 6LE
For List & Quote Tel/Fax:- 0121 551 7366
Callers at our showroom welcome
HIGH QUALITY ASSURED
E.mail jmb@ regimentalbrooches.co.uk
Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

RMP
9ct gold £140

8.

| love you, miss you, happy birthday,

let rfur deliver your
 personal message, tucked safely inside his rucksack,
| with massive style and impact, whatever the occasion...

| 70 SEND PFUP (sece onie orderng) OR CALL (s open 24 hours)
- WWW. sendrfurcom 0870 755 7387
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Old Albion proudily
presents 5 new bath
towel designs. 100%

cotton, 28 x 50 inches
(bath towel size) and are

woven not
printed

b Simply phone for more

| information or send a cheque or

postal order to our address,
making it payable to:

OLD ALBION

£10

his s |er|H ie-struck commemorative medal is available in

full size and miniatureto all who served in Near, Middle and Far East. BRAVE

Pie Eastern Service Medal

2 Sends.a.e. /('u'_\'uur application form today.
& DPS Awards, P. O. Box 6961, Bromsgrove B61 8LL.A

ENGLAND EAPECTS

@l MICHAEL JAY

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts,

=274 TiShirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby OLD ALBION +£2 p&p (UK) each
UNIFORMS ——— PO BOX 24189

LONDON SW18 4wy Email: saintgeorge @cwecom.net
TEL: 07957 151706 Website: stgeorge.cwce.net
OLD ALBION, 71 Knowles House, 7 Neville Gill Ciose, Wandsworth, SW18 48P
TROPHIES & AWARDS
FOR EVERY OCCASION

(Golfing awards a speciality)

idered. Send for a fr !
MADE TO MEASUDE .

OR's and Officers Mess Dress
OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress
OR'’s and Officers No.1 Dress
British Warm Overcoats
S.B. Blazers
Regimental D.B. Blazers
Sports Jackets and Trousers
Dinner Suits

® Presentation awards
i VISTA SPORTS LTD TrEsettation awar
ounge Suits 28 HIGH STREET @ Trophies & Incentives
ey ® Plaques & Shields
48Hr. or 2Week Make up MERSTHAM ® Salvers & Figurines
Michael Jay Tailoring SURREY RH1 3EA e Hand cut crystal
i T e e Tel: 01737 645113 @ Hole in one awards
TEL:01449 614602 FAX:01449 614604 Fax: 01 737 645892 ° l":]]ﬂl‘il\ illﬂ
- Large range to suit any budget.
24 U NI FORMAL Discounts available.
M E S S K 1T s For free 2 ‘bll)llr brochure contact:
RA, RE, R Sig, RAMC, REME, Paras, Kings, = 5
AAC, Cheshire, KORB P.O. 5 ¢ \I Chelmsford, CM2 9UW
(inc VAT, rank shu‘!’& tie) +p&p £330 g wris " i :‘] ";l'l\“':hlbll(.‘}
sales@aster-designs.ce
D&D, Staffords, RLC £315 et e
(Inc VAT, rank) +p&p Export orders welcome
RTR, RRF
(inc lf.'d T, rank, shirt & tie) +p&p £340

SUPPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY
AND PRINTING

Tee-Shirts- Sweatshirts-Polos
Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets

i

Base Ball Hats i

; . Most Medals £6.00 100se
" RMP Collar Badges £5.95
Tallors to measure you in Courtmounting £4.00 per medal

most units in the UK § monthg mterest free credit

Express 48 hour service

Special cards
for someone special

Wa belong to the
Which? Webtrader
Gode of Practice

Detaits From

44 Nottingham Screen Prints. 10, Park Road.
<8 Woodthorpe. Notttingham. NGS 4HR
Toi: O115 9676262 Fax: 05 Q?BQEQQ

MEY t S LS26 ONIL

AV RO ED
available if required  “TF1V0113 982 6102 FAX: 0113 282 1457

You can now buy and send

E Mail: nottmsp@tesco.net your greetings cards,
W-CAR DISCOUNTS — o dr s 1 8
To advertise in i

All items posted guaranteed
st class recorded delivery

Soldier’s Web
to your specified date

WatCh pag eS anywhere in the U.K
12 Whitehall, Lidlington, Beds. MK43 ORS 54 55 contact: Send your special greeting

For the very best deals e
Call: (UK) 01525 406 206 r telephone '

Fax: 01525 403 999 01252 347352
? 00800 76 76 77 77
We re a Iwa yS h e re Free from UK & Germany .

+44 1603 205 209

for Insurance — | mwnssifnancicon
Call us 7 days a week:

~
X
2
S

WWW. ACEsaIes co.uk

MOTOR - KIT & CONTENTS - TRAVEL - PERSONAL ACCIDENT

SOLDIER June 2002 @




CLASSIFIEDS
|___PENPALS

PEN PAL
REPLIES:

To reply to a pen pal, write a letter and

send it to address below:

Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

* The box number must be clearly written in the
top left corner of all your replies.

* Replies should consist only of letter and
photograph if requested.

* Replies received more than three months after
the cover date, large, heavy or poorly
addressed envelopes will not be forwarded.

Tracey (34), 5’4" with brown hair and
green eyves. Enjoys pubs, clubs, music,
cinema, reading, watching any football
on TV and her mobile phone. Seeking
pen pals, 25-35 and will reply to all
letters. P095

Tina, 5ft tall, slim with shoulder-length
brown hair and green eyes. Enjoys
travelling and socialising. Seeking pen
pals of any age. P096

Deanna (32), 6ft with long blonde hair
and brown eyes. Enjoys going out,
staying in, travelling, eating out, cinema
and having fun. Seeking pen pals of any
age group. P097

Lisa (25), 5’4". Enjoys clubs, pubs,
cinema, eating out and going out with her
friends. Seeking single male pen pals, 26-
40. P098

Wendy (30), 5’7" with blonde hair and
blue eyes. Enjoys going to the gym, pets,
cinema and reading. A medical secretary,
own home and car and a busy social life.
Seeking pen pals 25-40. P099

Loraine (35), 5’2" with brown hair and
brown eyes. Enjoys football, rugby and
animals. No children but owns her own
home. Seeking 6ft romantic pen pals in
their 30s only. P100

Richard (29), graduate, company
director. Enjoys parties, fitness training,
studying, radio, the internet and reading
Soldier. Seeking male and females pen
pals, 214, P101

Lauren (29), 5’4" with long brown hair
and blue eyes. Enjoys almost everything,
except clubs. Loves pubs, live music and
motorbikes (only super bikes). Seeking
male or female pen pals, 28-37.

P102

Joanne (34), 5°4", slim build with
blonde hair and brown eves. Enjoys pubs,
clubs, restaurants, swimming, camping
and shopping. Seeking pen pals 26-38.

P103

Michelle (19), 5’4" with blonde hair
and hazel eyes. Enjoys horse-riding,
socialising and having a good time.
Seeking pen pals with GSOH and a kind
heart, 19-23, P104

Young looking fit 51, divorced female
5'2" with GSOH, shy outside, sexy
inside. Seeks male pen pals, 40-50, photo
welcome. Will answer all replies.  P105

Nichola (28), 5’5" brunette. Works in
London as a legal secretary. Enjoys
reading, socialising, gym and the cinema
Seeking male pen pals 28-35. P106

Jan (40+4), 5’1" with fair/blonde hair.
Single, enjoys reading, walking,
gardening, socialising and films. Seeking
pen pals 40+. P107

Judith 5’6", slim blonde with blue
eyes. A Christian who enjoys country
walking, reading, music, church
activities, cycling and singing. Seeking
pen pals 40-60 P108

Annamarie (29), 6’2", large build with
long red hair and blue eves. Enjoys
music, frank discussion, cinema, eating
out and meeting people. Seeking pen pals
o P109

Sallie (37), 5’3" with strawberry blonde
hair and brown eyes. Enjoys clubs,
reading and listening to music (Bon
Jovi). Seeking friendly pen pals 25-40.

P110

Meg (51) 5’6", slim with brown hair.
Enjoys gym, socialising, football, old-
fashioned pubs, reading and writing.
Receptionist, cheerful and
compassionate. Seeking sincere pen
pals (male) who are a long way from
home. Will reply to all letters, any age
up to 65. Pl111

Yvonne (43), 5’3" with blonde hair and
blue eyes. Enjoys walking, swimming,
dancing, keeping fit and the cinema.
Slim with GSOH, sincere, seeking male
pen pals 30+. P112

Bonita (26), 52" slim blonde with blue
eyes. Student nurse who enjoys gym,
dancing, horse-riding, clubs and music.
Previous job as a dancer at holiday
resorts, Seeking pen pals 24-32. P113

TO ADVERTISE
FOR A PEN PAL

Please send for details

enclosing a stamped, SAE to:
Soldier Magazine,

Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2DU

Or visit Soldier Magazine
online at:

www.soldiermagazine.co.uk
Email: hshekyls@soldi: co.uk

All pen pal adverts must be prepaid

BOOKS

Keep in step, with A SOLDIER’S
POCKET BOOK. Great value for
money. A ‘must have’ for your kit. Price
£7.50. See www.milpkbk.co.uk or email:
sales@milpkbk.co.uk. Tel'fax 01964
542878. Military Pocket Books, PO
Box 28, Beverley HU17 5LA 12/02

“HEAD-DRESS BADGES
OF THE BRITISH ARMY”

by Kipling & King.
THE COLLECTOR’S BIBLE.

Volume One: (1800-1920) £65.
Volume Two: (1920-1998) £45.

Post free
H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,

Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.
Tel: 01252 716303

BUSINESS OPPS

The List — The Services’ Business
Network. The International Business &
Job Search Directory. Web:
www.thelistuk.com or tel: 01483
200863 04/03

Offshore jobs £22-60k per vear. No
experience necessary. For free
information pack send: S.A.E. o PO
BOX 5318, East Kilbride, Glasgow, G74
3X]. 06/02

Would you like to earn from £500 per
week from 11 hours work. A genuine
opportunity to be in charge of your own
destiny. Only available to UK citizens
(at present) in UK and ANY BFPO.
0800 542 0544. 09/02

Fed up with your lifestyle? Change
it! I called an ad like this, now making
an amazing 2nd income from home.
Call 01933 709198 (24 hrs) and listen
standard BT rates. 06/02

For Sale - Business Centre.
Established for nine years renting fully-
furnished offices in centre of Dorset
town with guaranteed parking.
Completely equipped with NT server
and network terminals, ISDN line,
copier, fax etc. Well-trained staff
provide secretarial, telephone-
answering, payroll and many other
services to wide client base over large
area. Contact Frank Matthews on
01935 812121 for further information.

06/02

FOR SALE

British and overseas military badges,
collars, titles, formation signs. Regular
comprehensive stock lists £2. Castle
Armoury Dept.-10, PO Box 312, Dover
CT16 3QP. 12/02

BRITISH ARMY CAP BADGES.
3 x Ist stamps for list. Many scarce.
Anthony Webb, 84, Merritt Road,
Greatstone, New Romney, Kent TIN28
88Z 12/02

Free 2002 catalogue for those in the
Forces. Dragon Supplies offers
essential military kit at superb prices!
Telephone: 01473 822495, 12/02

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send L4 for Edition 8, 2,500-item
catalogue (incl 35+ SAS). Cheques
payable to G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523. Visit
www.militaryfinearts.com 12/02

Army Cap Badges and military
cigarette cards. Send SAE plus 80p
for lists. Clans and Regiments, 14 Elm
Grove, Aldbrough, East Yorkshire
HU11 4RQ. 1202

Catalogue of Russian military
watches available from Mr. S. Tomanek,
93 Mansfield Road, Nottingham, NG1
3FN. www.russianwatches.co.uk 10/02

‘ VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

Peter Hicks Associates, compre-
hensive range of military figurines
available in resin bronze and silver.
Commissions always considered. Ring
for information/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380
828382, Website www.peterhicks.com
and email: sales(@peterhicks.com 1202

A e e v e ok e s e e e e ke e ke ke ke e e el de e de e

Regimental Shields, Plaques and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the
British Army we made your shields for
the Falklands, the Gulf and now
Bosnia and Croatia and most other
UN locations, Let us design your
regimental and operational shields.
Write for a full colour brochure to:
Military Marketing International, 74-
77 Steward Street, Ladywood,
Birmingham BA18 7AF. Tel/fax: 0121-
4545393, Minimum order 25 Shields.
£11.95, no VAT outside the UK.
Shieldclocks £19. Website address:
www.militarymarketing.co.uk  Email:

mmisales@militarymarketing.co.uk 1202
e e e e e e e e e e e e sk e e s e e sl e sk skl s ke el

Good quality jumpers in regimental
colours and other military gifts. For
further information please call 020 7520
9212 or email: infl@smartturnout.co.uk
or www.smartturnout.co.uk 0203

Black and brown brogues, loafers,
cavalry boots and chukka boots in
leather and suede. For further
information please call 020 7520 9212
or email: inf@smartturnout.co.uk or
www,smartturnout.co.uk 02/03

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2, for list
to: Cairncross (Dept S), 31 Belle Vue
Street, Filey, North Yorkshire. Website
address www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk

1202

Quality makers of pipe band &
uniform accessories hand-
embroidered badges Irish & Scottish
family crest pipe banners, sashes,
regimental banners & standards in bullion
wire at rock bottom prices. ISO 9002
certified. Topflyz Industries 21/414 Majid
Pura, Sialkot 51310/Pakistan. Tel: +92
432 580913 Fax: +92 432 588547 email:
topflyziaskt.comsats.net.pk 0203

SPAIN: Country properties and land
for sale in beautiful Andalucia. 35
minutes to local beaches, 45 minutes to
Malaga International Airport. Ideal for
investment, retirement or simply a better
place to live. For more information please
contact Lee. Telephone: 0034 9520
30891, Fax: 0034 9520 30690, Email:
danniwork@aol.com quoting Ref SM11.

06/02

Cheap refurbished laptops for sale at
unbeatable prices from £150. Tel: 01672
564937, Mobile: 07884 108783, Web:
www.laptop-land,co.uk 06/02

HOW DOYOU FEELTODAY? Maybe
you think you have tried everything . . . well
think again! INTRA - the herbal blend
that’s sweeping the world. It contains 23 of
the world’s finest herbs and botanicals for a
healthy lifesyte. loz a day — a world of
difference. Call 01945 582275. 06/02

New fitness endurance level 1
workout video Paddy Doyle, holder of
114 fitness endurance records, will be
demonstrating the skills which helped him
become a world champion. Cost £14.00
& £2.50 postage, cheques to P. Doyle,
Parcel Force, 374, Parcel Force, Bromford
Lane, Birmingham B8 2 SE. For self-
defence courses, contact 0870 751 8522.
Web page:  www.staminadlife.co.uk
(Affiliated & recognised by Special
Force Protection Unit). 06/02
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ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT: TEL: 01252 347352 or EMAIL: advertising@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Latest fine art postcard sets

SET 32 The Duke of Wellington's
Regiment (Tercentenary 1702-2002)
SET 31 Army Air Corps
(Each 9 cards £5.27 inc pé&p,
Europe £5.50, rest £6.00)

TEL/FAX: 0044-(0)1264-7T20715

EMAIL: mail @alix-baker-militaryart.com

WEBSITE: www.alix-baker-militaryart.com
Special rates: PRIs, Museumns, Messes

RAMC mess dress: Chest 40-inch, leg
32-inch, including patent boots size 9
and Bosnia medal. Worn once, price new
£500, tax-free asking price £300 ONO.
Tel. Steve: 07786 133477 or Mil,
942535152 06/02

Volvo 740 Estate, H reg, dual fuel
LPG/petrol, MOT dll 2003, third row
occasional foldaway child seat. Very
cheap to run (LPG 37p per litre).
£1,895 ONO. Conrtact Dr Steel 0208
224 0211 or 0208 398 1077.

HOLIDAYS

Florida, Westridge, Davenport.
Five-bedroom, three-bathroom villa
with pool. Private gated community,
tennis, golf, and volleyball. Sleeps up to
12. 15 minutes from Disney. From
£500 pw. Visit www.villasarina.co.uk
Email: enquiries@villasarina.com or
call 020 8519 6854. 12/02

06/02

CYPRUS: Paphos/Polis/Pissouri.
Beautiful villas/cottages. 1-5 bedrooms,
own pools and sea views. Owners low
rates. Tel. 020 8440 6219. 06/02

FLORIDA, Kissimmee, Orlando,
three-bedroom, two bathroom, villa
with own private heated pool. Sleeps
up to eight, 15 mins Disney. From
£325 per week. Call 01440-707176.
Email:  ladypea200@aol.com  Web:
www.floridavilla.com 15/03

CYPRUS: Limassol Bungalow -
Larnaca Flat. Sleeps four, near
beach/town, from £125.00 per week.
Tel: 020 8505 6855 e-mail:
dmc28peel@tiscali.co.uk 07/02

ORLANDO. Brand new, luxury four
bed, two bath villa, 10 mins to
Disneyworld. Sleeps 8-10. Own heated
pool. From £450 p.w. Details at
www.floridapinesonline.com. Email:
penny(@floridapinesonline.com or Tel:
01932 706282 10/02
Gulf coast Florida (Bradenton
Sarasoloa) condo for rent sleeps 4
poel, tennis court and golf 2 mins, from
mall. £175 per week. Tel. 01292-
265005 06/02

FLORIDA PINES - 10 mins
Disney. Luxury private villa, four
bedrooms, two bathrooms, sleeps 8/10,
own private pool from [£450 p.w.
Discounts for June, September &
November. Tel: 020 8863 3660
sue.edwards10@virgin.net 06/02

££E  ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS £££

06 April 2002

1st Place (23 goals, £5,600): Pte D
Carter, Army Foundation Coll Har-
rogate.

3-way tie for 2nd place (22 goals,
£2133.33 each): Spr PJ Cook, 35
Engr Regt, Paderborn; J/S RAB
Pengelly, Army Foundation Coll,
Harrogate; Capt M Revell, HQ PAT
Gp and ASPT, Aldershot.

22-way tie for 5th place (21 goals,
£172.73 each): Sgt J Ashford,
AFCO Mansfield; Lt Col L Bale,
MOD COMDT, London; Sgt JG
Bethell, HQ BF Cyprus; Sgt JS
Boylan, 1 CS Med Regt, Munster;
LCpl PWF Casey, BATU Suffield;
WO1 SV Chancellor, 101 Pro Coy
RMP, Rheindahlen; WO2 AH Cold-
erley, 14 Regt RA, Larkhill; Maj RG
Corbey, RSC Pirbright; Cpl MA
Cordy, Rhine Area Sp Unit, Rhein-
dahlen; Lt Col JG Davies, DEME (A)
ESS Team, Arborfield; WO2 SA
Dicks, RMSM; Cpl MW Duffy, 7 Para
RHA, Aldershot; Pte RH Evans,
Army Foundation Coll, Harrogate;
Maj RJ Hare, RHQ AFNorth,
AFCENT; Cpl J McAllister, 1 BW,
Fallingbostel; Cpl K McLeman, 32
Engr Regt, Hohne; Sgt IY Pattison,
Normandy Band, Catterick; Lt FK
Peebles, 10/78 AEC, Tidworth; Sgt
SJ Pengelly, Royal Sch of Signals,
Blandford; Capt KM Smith, 25 Trg
Sp Regt RLC, Deepcut; Maj N
Sutherland, 42 Engr Regt (GEQ),
Hermitage; SSgt Tikaprasad Rai,
10 Tpt Regt RLC, Colchester.

13 April 2002
1st Place (16 goals, £1436.36
each): Sgt A Amers, Rhine Area Sp

Unit, Rheindahlen; LCoH PD
Conroy, HCMR; Sgt A Coppin, 26
Engr Regt, Bulford; WO2 M David-
son, 16 CS Med Regt, Colchester;
Cpl DA Davies, 2 CS Regt RLC,
Gutersloh; SSgt TJ Donovan, 5 Bn
REME, Catterick; Capt TA Harper, 2
LI, Bulford; WO2 AC Jackson, AGC
Depot, Worthy Down; Sjt DJ
Lapham, 2 LI, Bulford; Cpl SC
McBride, 11 Signal Regt, Blandford;
SSgt M Zaar, 243 Signal Sgn,
Wilton.

20 April 2002

4 way-tie for 1st place (20 goals,
£3,000 each): Capt SL Bradley-
Walker, ATR Pirbright; Sgt CN Gre-
aney, QDG, Catterick; Spr DA
Jackson, 3 RSME Regt, Minley; Cpl
AN Knight, RMAS, Sandhurst.

28 way-tie for 5th place (19 goals,
£135.71 each): SSgt RJ Berry, The
King's Troop RHA ; Name withheld;
Maj GA Clare, Royal Def Med Coll,
Gosport; Maj MF Dickinson, 32
AEC, Lisburn; Pte JLJ Dobney,
Army Foundation Coll, Harrogate;
J/IS S8J Fulton, Army Foundation
Coll, Harrogate; Sgt R Furnace,
DPA HQ, Abbey Wood; Cpl S
Golder, 3 RSME Regt, Minley; SSgt
PJ Harnett, Def Animal Centre,
Melton Mowbray; Maj P Heyburn,
Rangers, Portadown; Sgt D Hill, 22
Engr Regt, Andover; Maj JF Hunter,
HQ DETS (A), Upavon; Sig TRI
Ingledew, 2 Signal Regt, York; Brig
JCL King, Def Attache Seoul, BFPO
747, SSgt A Mallin, 9/12 L, Hohne;
WO2 P Marland, HQ TSC (G), Sen-
nelager; WO2 RPA McBride, 1
RHA, Tidworth; Sgt CB Murphy, 2

CS Regt RLC, Gutersioh; Capt PM
Packer, 150 Pro Coy RMP, Catter-
ick; Maj R Patrickson, 11 Signal
Regt, Blandford; Sgt MK Shillito,
RDG, Munster; Maj SA Smith, HQ
RM, Portsmouth; Spr ML Starkey,
32 Engr Regt, Hohne; Maj ML Sul-
livan, CRR (NE), York; Maj CA
Sulocki, 1 RGJ, Preston; SSgt TJ
Sutton, Rhine Area Sp Unit,
Rheindahlen; Lt Col CJ Wensley,
RMCS, Shrivenham; Maj R
Williams, HQ Mil Works Force,
Chilwell.

Note: Results from 27 April
onwards, are based on County
Cricket scores, in accordance
with the rules.

27 April 2002

1st (617 runs, £5,600): Capt BJ
Gee, 10 Fd Wksp REME, Bordon.
2nd (609 runs, £2,800): LCpl C
Suleman, 38 Engr Regt, Ripon.
3rd (602 runs, £2,000): WO2
(Name withheld), C Sgn MOD,
Chicksands.

4th (594 runs, £1,600): Pte TJ
MacGregor, NI CSS Regt, Belfast.
5th (586 runs, £1,200): Capt ACR
Burlingham, 32 Regt RA.

6th (579 runs, £900): SSgt IA
Smith, 2 CS Regt RLC, Gutersloh.
7th (578 runs, £700): Cin T Denley,
28 Engr Regt, Hameln.

8th (563 runs, £400): WO1 K
Crawford, Def School of Tpt,
Leconfield.

8th (563 runs, £400): LCpl R
Walton, 5 Regt AAC, Aldergrove.
10th (561 runs, £200): Sgt DJS
Rollo, 27 Tpt Regt RLC, Aldershot.

££f  ARMY SPORTS LOTTERY RESULTS ££f

‘ADVENTURE TRAINING
NORWAY" War history tour to Norway
August 5-8, ‘Heroes of Telemark’, walk
the “Heavy Water Sabotage Route’. Meet
two of the veterans who took part. Guide:
ex-gunner Brian Desmond now based in
Norway. Email: briandes@frisurf.no or
Tel. 004790140857 16102

Wholesale

US/Europe/and beyond.
Travel — your passport to 25%-75%
savings on every conceivable service
related to vacations and travel. Learn the
trade secrets and never pay full price
again. Condos, Hotels, Flights, Skiing,
Cruises. Go to www.acevacations.com or
contact Norma on 01256 352717 and
quote Soldier Magazine.

06/02

To advertise in Soldier’s
Web Watch pages 54-55

advertising@soldiermagazine.co.uk

or telephone
01252 347352

Officers’ Mess will close on 2 August
2002. Any past mess member that has |
made a presentation to the mess over

the years and wishes to reclaim it
should contact:

Tel: 0131 310 3318 Fax: 0131 310 3205

A

®

NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of Soldier Magazine cannot accept
responsibility for the accuracy of any advertisement
or for any losses suffered as a result. Readers are
strongly recommended to make their own enquiries
and seek appropriate commercial, legal and finan-
cial advice before sending any money or entering
into any legally binding agreement.
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Post Box Pals pen pal service. For
more information send a SAE to Post
Box Pals, PO Box 8469, Birmingham
B33 9BW UK.

09/02

Linkline is a British Registered
Charity committed to bringing
people together as pen-friends.
Get to know a companion or partner,
like yourself, as penfriends. Just
exchange letters until you feel com-
fortable with your new friend.

DETAILS: SAE, LINKLINE(S),
BOX 7358, LONDON N1-5QF

\@HE SERVICE COMMUNy

[ Adventures,
. SKYDIVING
% COURSES

IN FLORIDA

on: ast
Oano,bhm’;x’mﬂ'mhhﬂ

400 W. AIRPORT DRIVE, SEBASTIAN, FLORIDA 32958, USA
TR (772) 388 0550 - mo (772) 581 4468
EmaitskydiveMik@aol.com www.ffadventures.com

WANTED

Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders:
officer’s pattern bonnet-badge wanted to
purchase. Contact Major Robertson on
01337 832793.

06/02




"MoD to help El
Alamein veterans
mark anniversary

EIGHTH Army veterans are being

A service is to be held at the
Commonwealth War Graves Ceme-
tery at El Alamein on October 19,
with the Duke of Kent, Defence
Secretary Geoff Hoon and Lt Gen
Sir Tim Granville-Chapman, the
Adjutant General, attending along-
side veterans from the common-
wealth.

Members of the Royal Family and
the Army Board will be at a service
of thanksgiving to be held in West-
minster Abbey on October 23.

Veterans who would like further
information are asked to contact
\the project office on 0207 3409 310

—t

@ Fifty-seven years ago Cpl
John Broderick received his
Military Medal through the

invited to two high-profile events \;Lc;sst gec%%semeigrae v
organised by the MoD to commem- en?icl)n RiNBES e
orate the 60th anniversary of the presso it was fitling In
Battle of El Alamein. W Oissen's

Golden Jubilee
year that John,
right, now 87 and
living in Bootle,
should get some
public recognition
for his act of hero-
ism. He was present-
ed with his MM by the
Lord Lieutenant of
Merseyside, Alan Water-
worth, at a reception to mark
the granting of the Freedom of the
Borough of Sefton to 238 (Sefton) Squadron
RLC.

In 1945 John, then serving with the Royal

North Irish Horse centenary: Reunions
planned for May 11-12, Victory Services Club,
London; May 25-26, Ebrington Barracks, Lon-
donderry; and Sept 7-8, Shane’s Castle,
Antrim. Details: PSAO, 69 (NIH) Yeo Sig Sgn
(V), TA Centre, Limvady, BFPO 802 (tel 028
77721577) or PSAO, B (NIH) Sgn QOY(V),
Dunmore Park, BFPO 806 (tel 028 90420545).

Armourer’'s Association: Armourers, artifi-
cers weapon and gun-fitters, REME, RAOC
and RM, serving and retired, reunion to be
held at Victory Services Club, London on June
22. Details from C Dennis on 01905 755334 or
willow18@supanet.com

Herts and Beds Yeomanry: Annual reunion
for 86, 105, 135, 148 and 191 Field Regi-
ments, also 52 Hvy Regt, 79 HAA Regt and
post war successors at TA Centre Marsh Rd,
Luton, June 22. Contact Ron Currell, 28 St
Margaret's Road, Old Fletton, Peterborough,
Cambs PE2 9EA (07799 417083).

653 Squadron AAC: 60th anniversary and
open day reunion for members, families on
June 22. Contact Capt Rob Phayre on 01449
728341.

Royal Leicestershire Regiment: Reunion of
Royal Tigers Association and Leicestershire
Branch of Royal Anglian Regiment Associa-
tion in Leicester on June 22 and Royal Tigers
Wood, June 23. By ticket only. Details from TA
Centre, Ulverscroft Road, Leicester LE4 6BY.

2 Sqgn, 39 Sig Regt (V): Reunion for ex-mem-
bers and regulars in Dundee on June 29. Con-
tact L McGann on dundeex2sqn@aol.com
or 07712 431278.

Medical Support Unit, Hereford: Second
reunion dinner, July 5. Contact Sgt Dek Lower
on 0207 4148820 or deklower @aol.com

Cheshire Regiment Association, 7th Berlin
Northern Ireland: Reunion for past members
and wives to be held in Ellesmere Port, July 6.

Tickets and information from Alan Gregson
01244 301478 or ag.gregson@talk21.com

Northants Regimental Association and R
Anglian Regiment Association (Northants
Branch): Reunion in Northampton on July 6-
7. Ticket only. Details from TA Centre, Clare
Street, Northampton NN1 3JQ.

Glosters, R Berks, Wilts, DERR, RGBW:
Regimental association reunions to be held on
July 27-28 at Reading. Call 01722 414536.

Ex-RAOC RD and MTI Association: Dinner
Aug 30 at ATR Pirbright. Contact Ray Lee on
07990 982013 or rlee@synstar.com

Fusilier Gathering 2002: Hosted by 2nd Bat-
talion, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers at St
George’s Barracks, Luffenham on Sept 14-15.
Regional contacts: Northumberland 01665
510211; Warwickshire 01926 491653; London
0207 4885610; Lancashire 0161 7642208. Ex-
3 RRF should call 0207 8204042.

London Borough of Battersea, Clapham
Junction Army Cadets 1942: Reunion on
Sept 21 to celebrate 60 years since formation.
Details from Maj B Joannou, Army Cadet
Centre, 27 St John's Hill, London SW11 1TT
or 020 72283602.

Infantry Boys/Junior Leaders’' Battalion
1950s-70s: Eighth annual reunion for those at
Tuxford, Harrogate, Plymouth, Oswestry or
Shorncliffe, Oct 12, at Royal Rifle Volunteers
Training Centre, Milton Keynes. Send SAE for
details to H Johnson, 35 Maes-y-Sarn, Pen-
tyrch, Cardiff CF15 9QQ or 02920 891274.

Cambrai Staff Band (RTR): Reunion Oct 25-
26 in Ipswich. Contact burnies @ntlworld.com

12 (Minden) Battery inaugural reunion:
Planned for Feb 22, 2003 in London. For
details send SAE to Rick Williams, 4 Verne
Way, Rodwell, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 ORY or
e-mail rickwilliams @eurobell.co.uk

Reunion and searchline notices also appear on our website. See them at www.soldiermagazine.co.uk

Proper recognition for hero John

Army Service Corps, swam across
the Po in Italy waving smoke
canisters to conceal an Allied
landing. He was in the
water for several hun-
dred yards while under
German sniper fire.
Picture: Roy Bevan

® Lt Col Mike

Chambers, of The
Royal Anglian Regi-
ment, was driven
home in a Second
World War bren gun
carrier after his last day
in charge of the Stanford
training area near Thetford.
Under his stewardship — Mike
‘ has been in command since 1997

— the training area has won the Silver
Otter Trophy for the best conservation project on
MoD land, the reinstatement of large areas of
Breckland marshland.

Lone piper, Etaples, would like to borrow, hire
or buy authentic Second World War Scottish
regiment kit. Contact Alan Harrison on 01227
361064 or alan@harrison36.fsnet.co.uk

Jan Jegerings seeks news of Lt Palmer,
RASC (44 Tank Regt) Neunen, Holland, Sept
1944. Contact jegerings.jc @wolmail.nl

Roy Rodger wishes to trace ex-WO Brian
Copeland RE, who ran the BFPO at Tapi-
jnkaserne at AFCENT in the 1960s. E-mails to
roy.rodger @btinternet.com

Paul and Julie Windows, REME attached to
13/18 Hussars, Wolfenbutel early 1990s,
sought by Suzanne Wick. Please e-mail
mo@emmanual.karoo.co.uk

Calling Berlin tankies, US tank personnel,
Turner Barracks, Berlin would like contact with
any UK veterans or groups. Contact George
O'Brien at sylvesterobrien @webtv.net

Ex-signwriter and cricketer Cpl Derek Baker,
C Coy REME, Blandford, 1956 would like to hear
from old mates, including Cfn Baker, Prince
and Brothers. E-mail d.f.baker@tesco.net

Ex-members of 109 (Ind) Z Anti-Aircraft
Regiment, 127 HAA Regt, 433 Bty circa
1940-45, Information sought by N Burgess at
lazybut@lively62.freeserve.co.uk

Slim School, Cameron Highland, Malaya
reunion for staff and pupils in October. Details
from Gloria Gomm (Ryall), Slim Society,
Beach Cottage, Southend, Wotton-under-
Edge GL12 7PD or gloriagomm @aol.com

Book Missing Parachutists by Maj E A Bark-
worth (Int officer 1944-45), sought by Neil
Maclvor. E-mail neil.on.the.net@telus.net

News sought of Ernest Edward Bilsby, from
Peterborough, born about 1887, married Flo-
rence, with five children. Served in First World
War, E-mail alice-anne @tinyworld.co.uk
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.. after 57 years

@ If you enjoy military re-enactments,
pencil September 7-8 into your diary. The
world's largest gathering of re-enactment and
living history groups will assemble at the Kent
County Showground over that weekend.
Organisers reckon about 20,000 participants
will depict a variety of conflicts from Roman
times through to the Gulf War.

For more details go to www.military-
odyssey.com

® The Band of The Honourable Artillery
Company will be sharing top billing with
Guildford Symphony Orchestra at Surrey’s

. Golden Jubilee tribute concert and picnic at
Loseley Park, Guildford on the evening of
June 23. The event, in the presence of the
Earl and Countess of Wessex, will benefit the
Army Benevolent Fund, the Royal British
Legion and SSAFA-Forces Help.

Tickets (at £12.50 each or £10 for groups
of ten or more) are available from Performing
Arts Management on 01625 560 000 or fax
01625 572 839.

SOLDIER COMPETITIONS

Cossacks (Apr) Winners: 1919 Gdsm
Lorimer, Op Palatine; P Sibbring, Catterick; E
W A Henderson,Waltham Abbey; J
Macdonald, Inverness; M Sidebotham, DLO
Andover (Answer: March 2001).

VC (Apr) Winners: Lt Col G R Pearce RLC,
BFPO 40; D Spark, Leeds; T Taylor, Walsall
(Answer: Herbert).

Commando (Apr) Winners: J Lavery, Ayr; R
Myers, Wirral; LCpl Rendall, Bristol (Answer:
1989).

Championship Manager Quiz (Apr) Top
prize: G Lowe, Deepcut. Runners-up: W
Stewart, Hadfield; J Ramsay, Newport; |
Patterson, Gt Yarmouth; R J Clarke,
Coventry; S Joyce, Lancaster; LCpl Dodd,
Tidworth; N Sidat, Tidworth; C Higgs,
Aldershot; J Jack, Dalbeattie (Answer: Italy).

Truth Machine (Apr): R Hogan, Romford
(Answer: PHAT Daddy MAC).

UPDATE EXTRA
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W_Inning a few tackles . .. along with hearts and minds: Sol-
dier staff cameraman Graeme Main, right, picked up two
prizes in the prestigious Army Photographic Competition
(see Pages 39-41). His shot of a soldier joining in a game of
football with boys on a Pristina playground was the runner-
up in the image of the year category.

It was taken during a magazine assignment to Kosovo
last year when Graeme spotted Pte Danny Pritchett of the
1st Pattalion,The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment, on the ball
during a city patrol. Pte Michael Fossett is on the sidelines.

ASSISTANCE TO AUTHORS

NEW York-based reporter Damian Fowler is
researching a book on Cyril “Rick™ Rescorla,
a hero of the World Trade Center atrocity on
September 11. Details of Rick’s early life are
required, from his boyhood in Hayle, Cornwall
to the three years he spent in the British Army.

The author believes Rick was in Cyprus on
National Service some time between 1957
and 1961. Later he served briefly in the Metro-

politan Police before completing an 18-month
stint in the Northern Rhodesian Police Force.
Rick graduated from officer candidate school
in the United States in 1965 and fought in the
battle of la Drang Valley in Vietnam in Novem-
ber 1965.

Contact Damian Fowler at 26 West 89th
Street, Apt 10, New York, NY 10024 or e-mail
dfowler@hearst.com

( Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 020 7591 2000;
www.armybenevolentfund.com
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722
436569
Army Welfare Service 01722 436565
Army Families Federation 01980 615525;
www.aff.org.uk
British Limbless Ex-Service Men'’s
Association 020 8590 1124;
www.blesma.org.uk
Confidential support lines:

UK 0800 731 4880

Germany 0800 1827 395

Cyprus 080 91065

Bosnia 0800 731 4880

Others UK 1980 630854

Operations worldwide Paradigm Homelink
Access Number *2999 @thePINprompt
Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 01372 841600;

R A

www.combatstress.com

Family Escort Service 020 7463 9249

Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
Joint Service Housing Advice Office 01722
436575

Mutual Support (Forces Multiple Sclerosis
support group) 01666 824709

National Gulf Veterans and Families
Association Office (0900-1700) 01482
808730; 24-hour helpline on 01482 833812;
www.ngvfa.com

Regular Forces Employment Association
0207 321 2011; www.rfea.org.uk

Royal British Legion’s Legionline 0845
7725 725; www.britishlegion.org.uk

RBL Industries Vocational Assessment
Centre 01622 717202/ 718484; www.rbli.co.uk
St Dunstan’s Home for blind ex-Servicemen
and women 020 7723 5021;
www.st-dunstans.org.uk

~

SAMA 82 (South Atlantic Medal Association)
for Falklands conflict veterans 01495 227577
e-mail: densama@aol.com

Samaritans 08457 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980 618244
Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 020 7403 8783;
www.ssafa.org.uk

SSAFA Forces Help Housing Advisory
Service 01722 436400

Veterans’ Agency encompassing former
Veteran's Advice Unit and War Pensions
Agency 0800 169 2277(from UK); 0044
1253 866043 (from overseas);
www.veteransagency.mod.uk

Victim Support Western Europe (SSAFA
Forces Help) in Germany 02161 47 2272;
from outside Germany 0049 2161 47 2272
WRVS General enquiries 02920 739906;
WWW.Wrvs.org.uk
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DATES

JUNE

4: Queen’s Golden Jubilee
military tattoo at Stowe School,
Buckinghamshire. Organised by
ABF and SSAFA-Forces Help.
7-8: Inaugural Manchester
Military Tattoo (box office 0161
930 8000).

8: Trooping the Colour, Colonel’s
Review.

8: Falklands 20th anniversary
liberation memorial service,
Cenotaph, Market Drayton.

12: Kneller Hall concert, 2000
(RLC and REME Bands). Tickets
£5 from 020 8744 8633 or
available on the night.

15: Queen’s Birthday Parade.
20: Evening lecture: Capture of
Stanley — 2 Para’s final action, by
Brig David Chaundler, Airborne
Forces Museum, Aldershot.
Tickets from 01252 349619.

23: Colchester Garrison Country
Day (information on 01206
782020 or (mil) 94651 2020).
26: Kneller Hall concert, 2000
(RE, WG and Light Division
Bands). Ticket only. See June 12.
29: Boscombe Down family fun
day, 1100 to 2100.

JULY

1-4: Overlord Military Vehicle
Show, Horndean, nr Portsmouth
(www.solentmvt.co.uk)

6-7: Army 2002, Larkhill.
Firepower and ceremonial (ticket
hotline 0871 220 9703).

7: RMA Sandhurst open day,
1000-1600.

10: Kneller Hall concert, 2000
(IG, Lucknow and Clive Bands of
Prince of Wales's Division). See
June 12 for ticket details.

17-21: War and Peace Show.
World's largest military vehicle
gathering at Hop Farm Country
Park, Beltring, Kent.

24: Kneller Hall concert, 2000
(Para, AAC and D and D Bands).
See June 12 for ticket details.

AUGUST

2-24: Edinburgh Military Tattoo,
www.edintattoo.co.uk

7: Kneller Hall concert, 2000
(RA, R Irish and Brigade of

WHEN artist David Rowlands was
approached by veterans of the
famous Second World War raid
on St Nazaire, he visited the
French port to walk every inch of
the ground over which Army com-
mandos and Royal Navy person-
nel fought in 1942.

His sketches came together in
the form of an oil painting, right,
which depicts HMS Campbeltown
three minutes after she had
rammed the gate of the dry dock.

Assault parties under heavy
fire run across the caisson below
as protection parties leave the
ship by steel and bamboo lad-
ders. Behind them are demolition
teams laden with bergens full of
explosives. St Nazaire Society survivors of the raid
gathered for their 60th and final reunion on the
quay at Falmouth from where they set sail for
Operation Chariot. The Campbeltown and 17 small

craft successfully destroyed the dock installations,
which were strongly defended by the Germans.

The veterans remembered their fallen comrades
and laid wreaths on the quayside.

Low point for nation at war

AN exhibition celebrating
the work of Sir David Low,
creator of the Colonel Blimp
cartoon, can be seen at
Westminster Hall until
October 31.

More than 100 Low origi-
| nals, which provide a

Gurkhas Bands). See June 12.
g

3 A photographic record depicting
the sacrifice of Sikh troops during
the two world wars will be open at
Wellington Arch in London from
May 2 to November 3.

# A live performance of John

Osborne's re-discovered screenplay

The Charge of the Light Brigade is
to be put on at the Honourable
Artillery Company HQ in Armoury

House, London on June 16. Tickets,

which include a champagne recep-
tion, cost £125 and are available
from 020 7494 2677 or

wendy @seriouslybright.com

unique commentary on British politics during the
last century, can be seen, among them his historic
“Very well, alone” drawing from June 1940, above,
which depicts a British soldier waving his fist at the
oncoming Luftwaffe during the week France fell.
The exhibition is organised by the Political Car-
toon Society and BBC History Magazine and
includes works by today's leading cartoonists.

A REMEMBER
Penny, right? The
four-year-old filly
rescued from a
field near Black-
pool and rehabili-
tated by The
King'’s Troop,
Royal Horse
Artillery, proudly
took her place
with C sub-sec-
tion during a
ceremonial gun
salute to mark
the death of the
Queen Mother. Penny — whose official Army
name is Hallmark — has been transformed
from the wild, sick and frightened beast fea-
tured in Soldier (March). Her next public

|| appearance is likely to be during the

|} Queen’s Golden Jubilee celebrations.

Seeing double in Chelsea

ARMY art buffs can view the soldier’s story down
the ages in a whole new light by dropping into their
favourite museum in Chelsea. And they now get
even “more for their money” at the National Army
Museum — even though there is no charge to get in.

After a restoration programme which has
brought many of the exhibits up as good as new,
the art gallery has been re-organised to almost
double the number of paintings on display.

A re-design of the room means visitors can trace
the history of the Army visually and chronologically
from the 16th century up to the Kosovo
peacekeeping operation in 2000.

Jenny Spencer-Smith, head of Fine and
Decorative Art at the museum, said: “The gallery is
a showcase for the jewels of the museum’s
collection and has been planned to create an
overall sense of the soldier’s experiences through
the centuries.”

It includes 80 oil paintings, four marble busts
and a rare set of campaign furniture designed to
collapse ingeniously for transport. But don't try
taking them home . . .

Class of ‘52 marches away

FIFTY years after they should have enjoyed the
occasion, 113 survivors of Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst Intake 8 (1950-52) marched off the
parade ground and up the steps into the Old Col-
lege to the strains of Auld Lang Syne.

Half a century ago they were denied their pass-
ing-out parade, which was cancelled following the
death of George VI.

Those on parade included Gen Sir Charles
Huxtable, a former C-in-C UK Land Forces; Gen ..
Cyril Ranatunga, Chief of Sri Lanka’s Defence
Staff in 1985-88; Maj Michael Tippett, who was
awarded the Sword of Honour in 1952; and Maj
Jeffery Lewins, who received the Queen’s Medal.

LT Col Philip Astle, left,
commanding officer of the
1st Battalion, The
Cheshire Regiment, is the
fourth generation of his
family to serve with the
regiment. In fact, the Astle

Cheshires’ commanding officer keeps it in family

family’s link with the 1st
Battalion is unbroken over
those four generations.
After a two-year posting
to Dhekelia in Cyprus, the
Cheshires have moved
into Kiwi Barracks at Bul-

ford. They are due to
deploy this month to
Northern Ireland before
training with Saxon for an
armoured infantry role as
part of 1 Mechanized
Brigade.
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Bright young things: Talented artists from four schools in south Dorset have brightened
up a new dining room used by soldiers in training at Wyke Regis Camp near Weymouth.
Pupils, pictured above with camp commandant Maj Peter Reed, painted four large murals

Confirmation: Peter with his letter from Downing Street

Peter flags up a victory

FORMER King's Own Yorkshire
Light Infantry soldier Peter Makin
asked his local council why the
Union Flag wasn't flown all year
round from the town hall.

“Because we aren't allowed to,
by order of the Queen,” was the
baffling reply. “Buckingham
Palace says we can't fly the flag
more than 21 days a year.”

“Rubbish,” said Peter (or words
to that effect) and dashed off a
letter to the Prime Minister.

Downing Street duly confirmed
that the council was obliged (not
limited, as it believed) — by royal
command - to fly the flag on 21
special occasions.

Which is why, from now on, the
town hall in Dewsbury, West York-
shire, will be flying the Union Flag
all the year round.

Picture: Diane Allen, Dewsbury Reporter

Dinner date with Editor Eric

WE were proud to share a table
with fellow editor and former Royal
Engineer WO1 (RSM) Eric Sken-
telbery, left, during an historic
dinner in the Royal Hospital
Chelsea's Great Hall.

The occasion, hosted by the
Army Benevolent Fund, was for
holders of the Victoria Cross and
George Cross (see Soldier, May).

Chelsea In-Pensioner Eric edits
The Tricorne, a magazine written
by and for the In-Pensioners and

staff. “l regret it is not up to the

standard of Soldier,” he told
Managing Editor Chris Horrocks, “which | consider a
fine magazine.”

He is too modest — The Tricorne is a unique record of

life and times at the Royal Hospital.

= i
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Fit for a Queen

WILKINSON Sword has pro-
duced a real show-stopper to
mark the Queen’s Golden
Jubilee Year.

Valued at £50,000, the sword
— which will be presented to Her
Majesty — features a hilt incorpo-
rating natural rock crystal and
solid gold, encrusted with pavé-
set diamonds and rubies and a
cabochon of lapis lazuli.

The 24-in blade is etched with
a floral filigree depicting the
national flowers of the British
Isles — roses, thistles, daffodils
and shamrocks. Its stunning
white leather scabbard is sur-
mounted with a solid gold horse
carving and gold channels.

Liberated: The bust of Adolph Hitler

Off to the
Tower
with you

ADDRESSES don’t come any more
exclusive than that enjoyed by the
museum of The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers. It’s in the Tower of London.

How did it get there? Suffice it to
say that by means of a long and con-
voluted evolution, the Tower Guard —
formed in June 1648 - had by 1903
been transformed into the 4th Volun-
teer Battalion, The Royal Fusiliers.

The museum covers the role of the
regiment in conflicts ranging from the
Napoleonic to the Gulf by way of the
Peninsula campaigns, the Crimea, the
Boer and two world wars, Korea,
Northern Ireland and the Balkans.

KHARTOUM BUGLE

It is stacked with artifacts which tell
the human story of the Fusiliers: the
dreaded “boot” used to rehabilitate
deserters, the duck mascot of the 9th
Battalion in Italy in 1944, and a trum-
pet used by the 2nd Battalion during
the defence of Khartoum.

There’s also a bust of Hitler, pic-
tured above, which was “liberated”
from the cellars of a former German
Army barracks at Iserlohn soon after
the end of the Second World War.
Nearest tube station to The Fusiliers Museum
in the Tower of London is Tower Hill. Admission
is 50p (after you've paid to get into the Tower).
More information on 0207 488 5611 or via the
regimental website at www.thefusiliers.org

www.armymuseums.org.uk
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SAFE AND SECURE

THIS wireless surveillance system includes
an auto-focus lightweight camera and black-
and-white monitor capable of operating
within a 300ft range.

@ £175, from www.gadgetshop.com (0800
7838343).

Edited by Andy Simms
Retail reconnaissance

chedon...

TRAVEL COMPANION

SIEMENS VDO Automotive has become the
first company in the UK to incorporate the
recently-introduced  Traffic  Message
Channel service (TMC) with its satellite
navigation systems.

information on current traffic conditions,
which is relayed to an in-car navigation
system, pictured below, using RDS - a
digital data stream carried by Classic FM.

TMC provides up-to-the-minute

The system is capable of differentiating

between types of delays, for example slow-
moving traffic, accidents, fog or roadworks.

@ £149.99, from www.vdodayton.com

Gameon...

SIMPSONS ROAD RAGE, PS2 @ RBOK

THE Simpsons Road Rage blends renowned
Simpsons wit and edge-of-your-seat racing
action into a reckless and riotously-funny
arcade-style driving game.

Mr Burns has purchased the Springfield
Transit Corporation and has been jacking up
the fares. Refusing to shell out the high
rates, the Springfield citizens are forced to
brave angry commuters and jam-packed
routes, and turn their cars into cabs as they
attempt to make enough money to buy back
the buses.

Players get to test the dubious driving skills
of the show's main characters as they go
about collecting and dropping off their fares
around Springfield’s five neighbourhoods.

Controlling the action is easy, with jumps,
power-slides and speed-starts all operated
by a simple arcade-style three-button
interface.

However, for those still unsure of the
highway code there is a Sunday-driving
mode, which allows gamers to pick up
passengers and cruise the varied terrain at a
leisurely pace.

As with most games of this genre,
gameplay can become a little repetitive, but
the split-screen multi-player option ensures
that you will be playing Road Rage for
months rather than weeks.

UERDICT: Great with a mate. 7/10
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ELECTRONIC Arts are offering Soldier read-
ers the opportunity to take a spin round
Springfield

For your chance to win one of five copies of
Simpsons Road Rage for the Xbox, simply tell
us the name of Bart Simpson's baby sister.

Send your answers on a postcard to Simp-
sons Road Rage competition, Soldier, Ord-
nance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU by
July 1. Usual rules apply.

E-mail: asimms @soldiermagazine.co.uk

NIGHT-TIME VIEWING

AT 16 ounces the Night Owl Cyclops
Compact (NOCC3) night vision
monocular boasts a  powerful
integrated infra-red illuminator in one
of the lightest body styles available.

With easy-to-operate power and IR
controls, the NOCC3 is equipped with a
42mm objective lens operating at 1:2
aperture with x3 image magnification
for quality nocturnal viewing.

@ £169.99, from CRS Solutions
Limited (0238 0632440).

BTE-SlCE NEWa

SPORTS Interactive has signed former Liver-
pool and Republic of Ireland hero Ray
Houghton as a consultant for Championship
Manager 4. The latest edition to the hugely-
series is due to be released on PC later this
year. fin Xbox version is also planned.

CODEMASTERS has announced that it will
publish a customised version of Operation
Flashpoint for the Xbox this winter.

SHE'S back. Fresh from making her big-
screen debut, cyber-babe |

June 2002 SOLDIER



COmBAT mission,PC

ONE of the internet's best-kept secrets was
revealed to PC games-players earlier this
year when CDV Software Entertainment
released Combat Mission - a compilation of
the best-selling turn-based strategy title,
which had previously only been available via
mail-order.

Depicting the fighting on the Western Front
between the D-Day invasion of Normandy and
the end of the Second World War, the 3D sim-
ulator allows players to re-enact key moments
of the conflict, including the race across France
and the liberation of Paris.

Controlling either Allied or German forces
(who speak in their native tongues and are
dressed in their respective uniforms), gamers
can hone their tactical warfare skills using
more than 125 kinds of vehicle and 130 types
of infantry soldiers.

The game’s random battle generator and
scenario editor ensures that the gameplay
never becomes stale and will remain a chal-
lenge for even the most advanced strate-
gists.

On its original release in June 2000 the
game received rave reviews for its multi-
player options and, two years on, this is still
Combat Mission’s biggest strength. As well as
playing against an opponent on the same PC,
gamers can also take on their friends using the

PCcn-nomI g e
——

the game’s updates and enhancements. Addi-
tionally, this version provides Combat Mis-
sion commanders with a fully-bound manual,
a luxury the mail-order version does with-
out.

UERDICT: Although now dated in appearance,

LEISURE

“WIN...WIN...WIN )

SOLDIER has joined forces with CDV
Software Entertainment to offer you the
opportunity to put your tactical warfare
skills to the test.

For your chance to win one of five
copies of Combat Mission, simply answer
the following question:

On which conflictis Combat Mission
based?
a) Gulf War
b) Falklands
c) Second World War

Send your answers on a postcard to
Combat Mission competition, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11
2DU. The winners will be drawn at random

from the correct answers received by July

internet or e-mail.

# CDV’s special two-disc set includes all of

AMPED, KBOK

Combat Mission remains one of the top strategy

titles on the market.

FORGET tight tunnel racing or |
slalom events, Amped is the first |
snowboarding game to focus |
solely on freestyle riding.

Players can pull more than |
1,000 tricks on wide-open |
mountains (based on real resorts), |
which are littered with jumps and
rails. You can hit the diffs, jib the

rainbow tree trail or take hidden |

paths through the trees for a
different ride every time.

The game's amazing graphics
are complemented by a first- |
class soundtrack featuring 150

tunes from core indie labels.

JET SET RADI

0 FUTURE

UERDICT: Outstanding.
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UERDICT: Amped . . . better than $5X. 9/10

, RBOX

FEATURING unique comic-style
graphics, new tricks, and hot
tunes, Jet Set Radio Future is
perhaps the most original title
currently available on any games
console.

Taking control of a variety of hip
characters, gamers are invited to
strap on a pair of rocket-powered
skates in this extreme skating
adventure and immerse themselves
in living, breathing cities. Equipped
with just a spray-can, players must
compete against rival gangs and
avoid capture by the police.

QUsuaI rules apply.

7/10

BLOOD OMEN 2, PS2 outT NOW

FOLLOWING on from the chart hit
Blood Omen: Legacy of Kain, this
sequel puts players in control of
Kain, a vampire tyrant, who must
defeat the Sarafan order - an army
of vampire hunters.

With a focus on combat and
stealth, the mission-based action
boasts an advanced artificial
intelligence system that determines
how the game’s characters react to
Kain. If the gamer mindlessly attacks
people they will quickly attract
unwanted attention, but by moving
through the shadows it is possible to  UERDICT: Very macabre . . . but
evade mass confrontations. remember it's good to be bad. 7/10

RNOCROUT RINGS 2002, PS2 [ oW

THIS latest offering from Electronic
Arts’ Knockout Kings series features
a new game engine, which increases
the game's responsiveness and
fluidity.

And thanks to the latest motion-
captured technology the featured
boxers - who range from the all-time
great, Muhammad Ali, to current lions
of the sport such as Oscar De La Hoya,
now move with the speed and the
agility of their real-life counterparts.

The gameplay as a whole has not
been altered dramatically, but then
UERDICT: still king of the ring. 9/10 why change a winning formula?




Tank commander’s
view of invasion
STUART Hills was a 20-year-old
second lieutenant in the
Nottinghamshire Sherwood Rangers
Yeomanry when he
embarked his Sherman DD
tank on to a landing craft
in Southampton on June
4, 1944. When he
landed on Gold
beach from a
rubber dinghy — a
day late, his tank
having sunk —
he was faced by
two tanks
“brewed up” on the
beach, their crews dead inside.
How Hills and his crew fought their
way into France and across the Rhine
is told in vivid detail in By Tank Into
Normandy (Cassell, £19.99).

Into the light from
heart of darkness

IN May 2000 Maj Phil Ashby RM was
on a United Nations peacekeeping
mission to Sierra Leone when it all
went pear-shaped, Along
with three other UN
monitors, he found
himself unarmed and
cornered in a
compound
surrounded by
murderous rebels.
The ragtag militia
taunted them by
throwing bloody
uniforms and
limbs of fellow UN
workers over the walls. Faced with
certain death and torture if they
surrended to, or were captured by,
the rebels, they escaped. His account
is enough to put you off the jungle for
life. Unscathed (Macmillan, £16.99).

American Civil War seen
with eyes of The Times

THIS fascinating book explores the
time journalist William Howard
Russell was sent to New York in 1861
to cover the American Civil
War. At this stage in his
career the Times
journalist had already
built a formidable
reputation through
% his hard-hitting
accounts of the
Crimean War.
In Reports
from
America
(Sutton, £20),
historian Llana D Miller tells
the story of Russell’s year in the
new world, based on his diaries and
articles. Russell, rightly accredited as
being the father of modern war
reporting, gives his impressions of
President Lincoln, American customs
and the slavery culture.

Nott on
his life

Services experience informed
decisions of Defence Secretary I

Here Today, Gone Tomorrow: Memoirs of an
Errant Politician by John Nott (Politico’s, £20)

Review: Anthony Stone

AS the dust of history settles on Sir John
Nott’s political career, in the public mind at
least, he will forever be remembered for
storming out of a live television interview
after Robin Day asked him: “But why should
the public, on this issue, as regards the furture
of the Royal Navy, believe you — a transient,
here today and, if I may say so, gone tomor-
row politician — rather than a senior officer of
many vears ...”

Exit John Nott, Secretary of State for
Defence. It’s a classic television moment,
repeated almost as frequently as the clip of
the Blue Peter elephant. That infamous
exchange took place 20 years ago, shortly
after victory in the Falklands, and the reasons
why he stropped off, along with many other
colourful episodes, are illuminated in his very
readable memoirs.

Sir John has enjoyed a rich and rewarding
career, at different times embracing the life of
a soldier, banker, politician, businessman
and farmer.

“I have to tell vou straight away that I am
not in the least a militaristic figure,” he told
Soldier, speaking at his London home, close
to the Roval Hospital Chelsea.

“I think in many ways I was quite an inade-
guate officer, but having said that I greatly
enjoved my Army service.”

He recalls fondly his time in Germany in
1951. “I think it was rather expected that
young officers at mess nights or on holiday,
would behave disgracefully and I think we did
behave disgracefully in many ways.

“We had this passion, I cannot understand
it now, but when we were in Berlin and slight-

HERE TODAY "

NOTI

TOMORROW

ly inebriated we used to go round in our
Beetle Volkswagen collecting German signs.
If we could find a funny sign that would cause
entertainment we used to put it into the boot
and take it back.”

Nott received his National Service com-
mission with the Royal Army Service Corps,
transferred to The Royal Scots, took a regular
commission and was accepted by the 2nd
Gurkha Rifles.

He spent three years with the Gurkhas,
about a year of which was in the jungle in
Malaya on operations.

Nott left the Army as a full lieutenant, con-
ceding: “I don’t think I was particularly well-
suited to being a regular soldier, but I think I
was quite a good young officer, conscientious
and enthusiastic. Many of my relations and
forbears had been in the Services and most of
them had done quite well.”

His experiences obviously coloured the
decisions he took as Defence Secretary
during the Falklands. In 1982 the Thatcher
war cabinet contained men with direct expe-
rience of war-fighting, several of whom were
decorated.

“You can’t join the Royal Marines, Royal
Navy or the Army without accepting the fact
that you might be called upon to go to war.
Partly because of that I think there is a strong
streak of quasi-pacifism among soldiers.

“They are the people who suffer most in a
war. People who have been in the Services
have a specially cautious approach to sending
their fellow people to war. I am not saying
that people who have not been in the Services
are more cavalier about it, but I think it is dif-
ferent.”

A pity Sir John did not write his reflections
20 years ago when the proximity to the events
he depicts would have given the book more of
a cutting edge. g

aftermath of revolt. (Mitchell Beazley, £19.99.)

Upraising! By Mark Almond. Revolutions have been
called the engines of history and the author uses a
thematic approach to draw together the common
threads which link events, attempting in the process to
answer why some are successful and others fail. The
book covers classic revolutions such as the American,
French and Russian, but focuses on modern coups
and uprisings, examining the origins of unrest and the

s ™)
Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned on these pages are available
from Helion & Company, who can also supply
14,500 in-print military books and operate a free
booksearch; p&p is extra. All major credit/switch
cards taken, Please allow up to 28 days for delivery.
Helion & Company, 26 Willow Road, Solihull, West
Midlands B91 1UE, England (tel 0121 705 3393; fax
0121 711 4075). E-mail: books@helion.co.uk Web-
km:mmmmmm
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War studies
on the hoof

Long on adrenalin, short on analysis

Guns and Poses: Travels With
an Occasional War Correspon-
dent by Paul Moorcraft (Mill-
stream Press, £16.99)

Review: Roger Goodwin

IT’S difficult to know quite
what to make of Dr Paul
Moorcraft, part-time acade-
mic, self-confessed “occa-
sional” war correspondent,
professional Welsh expatriate,
and full-ume international
gadfly.

His book charts a quarter-
century odyssey through the world’s trouble
spots by a footloose adventurer. Moorcraft
has actually lived the dream of many an ado-
lescent. Yet ultimately the reader retains the
suspicion of a life curiously unfulfilled. One
wonders whether the author himself, in his
heart of hearts, believes that his contribution
has, as yet, fullv justified the undoubted
potential of his talents.

There is a corner of South Wales which has
been blessed by the gods with some magical
mixture of ethnology and environment, so
that it produces a regular stream

, . o — <
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One lump or two: Dr Moorcroft takes tea with Afghan tribesmen

tured at universities in Rhodesia, South
Africa, New Zealand and Britain but was
always drawn back, like the proverbial moth
to the flame, to the dangerous excitements of
war reporting. The addiction took him to
most of Africa’s wars and wider afield, to
Lebanon, Israel, Afghanistan, Cambodia,
and the Balkans, often on what seems to have
been the most ephemeral of projects.
Seldom do his expeditions appear to have
enjoved normal expectations of eventual
broadcast or publication, and the reader is

of individuals whose passion for
debate, argument and the Eng-
lish language so often enrich the
worlds of, in particular, politics
(Aneurin Bevan, Lord Roy Jenk-
ins) and journalism (John
Humphrys, Huw Edwards).

Cardiff-born Paul Moorcraft,
while not of similar stature, cer-
tainly comes from that same tra-
dition, which no doubt also
explains why the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst can claim unintended
credit for first launching him on his journey.

The opinionated young Welsh graduate
and his liberal attitudes would have fitted
gratingly into the enclosed and stuffy world
of Sandhurst academia, where he was
employed as a lecturer in the War Studies
Department during the 1970s. By his own
admission the kindest word used about him
was “rebel”, and that no doubt explains his
early departure for Rhodesia.

There he encountered the intoxicating
world of journalism and his peripatetic
course was set. In the years to follow he lec-
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Guns & Poses

Panl Mooreraft

left with the inevitable impres-
sion that it was the adrenalin fix,
the need to experience the buzz
one more time, which was the
real, if unadmitted, objective.

So, 1s there anything here for
a military readership? A little,
perhaps.

However, seek no deep and
meaningful insights here into
the problems of the world.
Moorcraft offers open access to
his personal attitudes as they
apply to the various scenarios in which he
finds himself. But for a politics and defence
studies graduate with his wealth of experi-
ence, his book is curiously disappointing in
analysis.

As one would expect, Guns and Poses is
well written, with an easy style and fluidity.
The professional journalist in him, however,
should have recognised the need for a more
ruthless sub-editor — the chapter on the ulti-
mately pointless expedition into Afghanistan
borders on the interminable.

And his best friend really should have
warned him off that excruciating title.

LEIODURE |

Dramatic images
brought together

FORMER Royal Marine David
Reynolds’s contribution to the
publishing bonanza of Falklands
anniversary books is this
well-produced work which
carries many of the
enduring photographs
of the war. In Task
Force: The
lllustrated
History of the
Falklands War,
(Sutton,
£19.99) the
author describes
the build-up to the departure
of the Task Force, the training on
board the ships and the fierce battles
which followed. Maj Gen Julian
Thompson provides the introduction.

Crucial battles that
changed history

FROM Salamis, where the Greeks
put an end to Persian attempts to
overwhelm their country, through to
the Gulf War, historian

Fifty Decisive Battles
Spanning Over
2,500 Years of
Warfare (Andre
Deutsch,
£14.99). Their
importance lies
not only in the
completeness of victory or
defeat, but in their longer-term
impacts on the future of the world.
With maps and illustrations, the
author examines the consequences
of each battle and vividly recreates
the actual fighting, analysing the
tactics and profiling key commanders
and weaponry.

Geoffrey Regan has

selected Battles That u{ﬂ T 72

Changed History: 4 Nk 4:;5
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Enormous logistic task
far from plain sailing

The Falklands Military Machine by
Capt Derek Oakley (Spellmount,
£20) offers comprehensive analysis,
not only of the campaign
itself, but also the
planning, ships and
personnel that made
up the Task Force. It
took the complete
co-operation of
Servicemen and
civilians in
dockyards,
stores, —
depots, ports and
airports to achieve a rapid
deployment — the first major
elements of the Task Force sailed
within five days. More then 110
ships, including the pride of the
British merchant fleet, Queen
Elizabeth Il and Canberra, together
with 28,000 men, sailed south.




Vital Equipment g, ...

Crig, 9,'_' , All polymer case and
for all night ops

’,* strap (ultra light)traser
. lights on all 3 hands.

Military personnel can now buy traser products direct =

from Soldier magazine!

N

Push-in crown.
40 month battery.
Civilian Price: £134

Chosen by many of the worlds elite military units, traser products have proven ‘ § g
Soldier Price:

themselves in active duty throughout the globe. Watch features include a [

precision Swiss movement, rugged case construction and an array of traser : £104.90 wcrer
lights that enable you to see the time quickly and accurately under any [

conditions, anytime - day or night!

Every watch in the range is guaranteed for 2 years (Light source for 10).

All have a one-direction rotating bezel and feature a double O-ring seal S3101V

making them water resistant to 200 metres.
traser GlowRings

The amazing traser GlowRing features the
same lighting technology as used on the dials
of traser watches. They can be seen from 20
feet away in complete darkness - clip ‘em to
your keys, your kit bag or anything you'd
rather not lose!

Stainless steel case.
Carbon bezel. Velcro
strap. traser lights
on all 3 hands.

40 month battery.

Civilian Price: £184
Soldier Price:

£144.90 icrer

Soldier Price

3 Pack £14.99 inc.Par
5 Pack £22.99 inc.Par
10 Pack £40.99 inc.pap

When ordering please select colours from:
Green, Yellow, Ice Blue, Purple, orange.

& . ®
New to the UK - KrillLamps ~
The Krill lamp will glow for up to 120 hours on

just 2 x AA batteries. Unlike chemical light sticks they =
can be turned on and off as required by using a simple
twist on / off operation. They are water resistant to 50
metres and are powerful enough to use as a map reader
or as a personnel marker

S3601V
Titanium case. Velcro

strap. Screw down
2 crown. Hardened
{ ' sapphire glass. 8 year

Y&

during night manoeuvres . The Krill is an absolute 1
ml:.lslngform?nou:'l‘:lt bag! S ¥ lithium battery
- ;' Civilian Price: £204
Available in five colours (Blue, Red, Green, White and 3 :
Yellow) in either 360°-degree or 180°-degree versions. Soldier Price:
Soldier Price £164.90 vrer
Longlife -120hrs £20.99 inc. Par
Extreme - 50hrs (ewice asbright) £22.99 inc. Pap
TEKNeLIT) easy-find torch utimate retiabiity, increibie brightness S3401B
PVD coated stainless
steel case & strap.
Screw down
i e : i crown. Hardened
s e m— ‘ sapphire glass.
Dimensions Length 185mm Diameter 3mm |

8 year lithium battery.

Civilian Price: £254
Soldier Price:

- Drop down split ring 4 Ultra bright LEDs
Easy-Find traser locator lights . .

Cutting edge technology enables you to easily

find your torch in total darkness! £204.90 increr
¥ No need for exposure
5 to light. & " Dimensions - Témm x 30mm x 25mm
ST B Noexternal power ®  Exceptionally strong lens and casing Ideal for all situations TH
g8 o4z source required. resists damage from shock, vibration

8 Guan Toiow for o = 4 Different Modes in 1 Light
10 years. B Waterresistant to 10 metres Mode 1-2 years of permanent

B Low drain LEDs provide ®  Rotary twist on/off switch for total always-on glow for easy location
17 times more battery life, reliability. of your light in the dark
neverburnoutandprovide  m  Comfortable, ergonomic design Mode 2 - 200 hours soft beam
asupa!‘b wide beam (P d) p non slip handgrip. Mode 3 - 40 hours brilliant white

Exceptionally strong lens beam for flashlight use
and casing resists damage

ey = 5 Mode 4 - 200 hours of flashing
from shock, vibration and 2
e Soldier Price Only £27.99 inc.Pap strole it
= Utilizes advanced LED technology
= Ergonomically designed to fit easily ! v
into the palm of your hand | \
t F ®  Hard Wearing rubber housing =
lrase r = Power supply 9 volt battery (included) H
A = ! 4 .
r Whatever you do - do it longer! Soldier Price Only £21.49 inc.pap PALI o

Other traser products are avallable online: www.traser.com
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We probably can't
afford one, but hey,
we can all dream . . .

ITALY produces brilliant cars not just
because it has superb designers — it also
has a tradition of small, highly skilled
manufacturers capable of realising their
creations in low numbers, writes Syd
Taylor.

Maserati is one of those companies —
turning sheet steel and moulded plastic
into astonishing sculpture.

The 3200 Coupé is an example. It’s one
of the latest cars from a famous stable
started by the Maserati Brothers in 1926
when the first car to carry the trident of
Bologna on its radiator — the Tipo 26 -
took ninth place in the Targa Florio.

After this came cars like the 8CM
Maserati — one of the best racing cars of
the Thirties.

Fame, of course, hangs by a perilously
thin thread. Maserati was a victim of fame
propelled to the pinnacle of greatness in
the Fifties by the 250F Grand Prix car
and then dashed onto the rocks as the
great name blundered from crisis to crisis
until, under Citroen in the Seventies, the
receivers were called in to Modena.

But Maserati didn’t die and eventually
stability returned under the Fiat umbrel-
las as part of the Ferrari division. Now
alongside those great models from the
past — Ghibli, Bora, Sebring and Mistral -
stands the 3200 GT.

For me, the Maserati name will forever
be associated with the best drivers and the
best driving techniques of the golden era
of Moss, Fangio and Behra and marvel-
lous high-speed drifts.

My love of the marque comes from
traipsing in my father’s wake as a little
boy, through many a paddock — eyes fixed
irresistibly on those sleek red
Maseratis. One day, I thought,
I might drive one. That day has
now come.

Here sits the Maserati 3200
GT - its finish lustrous, its
purity of line peerless — a shape that suc-
cessfully echoes the glorious past, sculpt-
ed around powerful machinery. A master-
piece of design by Giorgetto Guigiaro, it’s
a beautiful and elegant car from any
angle, but in particular, that front three-
quarter view is stunning.

The external beauty of this Maserati is
reprised by a splendidly executed interior
with proper accommodation for four
people to sit in comfort. Not only that; the
boot is of a practical size for a GT car and
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The legend lives on

g

Maserati 3200 GT

Engine 3217cc 90-degree
V8 dohc, 370 bhp. Magnetic
Marelli fuel injection. Twin
mixed-flow turbochargers.
Transmission Four-speed
automatic or six-speed
manual. Traction control
linked to ABS and engine
management.

Chassis Steel body. Tubular
frame at front for engine and

suspension assembly.
Tubular frame at rear for dif-
ferential and suspension.
Suspension Double wish-
bones front and rear.

Brakes Brembo system,
four-channel ABS. Front:
330mm discs, perforated
and ventilated, forced cool-
ing channels, four-piston
calipers with F1-style ceram-

[Tech ]

& ic bushes. Rear: 310mm
discs, perforated and venti-
lated,

Performance Top speed
about 170 mph auto, 175
mph manual.

Fuel consumption Com-
bined 15.6 mpg auto, 17.0
mpg manual.

Price £62,950 auto; £60,950
manual.

éMaserati is
back with a
vengeance?

you can even choose the matching lug-
gage set on offer at extra cost.

You face a bank of instruments — a mix
of analogue and digital — and mounted
centrally is that oval clock, just as you find
in older Maseratis. There’s climate con-
trol, of course, and every other adjunct to
sybaritic excess that the modern supercar
buyer demands: safety is taken care of in
the usual way with an airbag each for
driver and front passenger.

It’s a high-quality environment created
with utmost care and there’s a top-line
Becker sound system to soothe you on
your travels.

But in that cockpit there can be no
doubt of the pedigree. This is the car that
has rediscovered the true spirit
of Maserati. The engine stirs
to life with a richly resonant
burble that turns into a hard
Wagnerian bellow of undilut-
ed class as revs rise. Flexibly
punchy from low revs, there’s no railing-
off of power as you climb further round
the tacho — just more noise and eagerness
enabling you to reach 170 mph if you
were on a test track.

One of the keys to the spectacular per-
formance and easy driveability is the For-
mula One type “drive-by-wire” integrated
ignition/injection management. This
engine talks to you and generates intangi-
ble enthusiasm, always pulling with a
strong muscular force.

This Maserati is very much a “one-
piece” machine. At one time Italian cars
of this ilk could never be regarded as
durable, but this one is solid — the equal of
anything from Jaguar or Aston Martin.

Needless to say, with all that power and
rear-wheel drive, you appreciate the
sophisticated traction-control system
linked to the engine’s “drive-by-wire”
units and to the automatic transmission
control.

Purists might opt for the manual ver-
sion, but the quick-acting and responsive
four-speed auto transmission system —
with “sport” mode at the touch of a
button — is one of the best.

In an age when restrictive legislation,
stifling pollution and intolerable conges-
tion have made the motoring so tiresome-
ly dull, Maserati is back with a vengeance.

It’s not the kind of car that would nec-

essarily appeal to someone who has come

by sudden riches via the lottery or other
arbitrary means: not unless such an indi-
vidual is possessed of the aesthetic sensi-
bility to acknowledge understated grace
and elegance. These are combined with
peerless engineering and that final dash of
brio that puts vivaciousness and sunlight
into the all too repressive and bureaucrat-
ic world of modern motoring.

This is a car with a very special pedigree
and it doesn’t disappoint in any respect. If
ever a car lived up to its own legend, the
Maserati 3200 GT is such a car.
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to soldier

Tro;_l;le
at home

SOLDIERS don’t have to go to

Afghanistan “to win their spurs”,
according to the General Officer
Commanding Northern Ireland.

One look at the latest operational
honours and awards — personnel
based in the Province fill half the list —
suggests he has a point.

The fact is that with the attention
of the media focused sharply on the
Royal Marines’ search for al-Qaida,
soldiers involved in operations closer
to home could be forgiven for think-
ing that they have been forgotten.

Troops supporting the police in
north Belfast are being confronted
virtually every night by the worst sec-
tarian violence seen in the area for
years . . . and with the marching
season yet to come.

* e

Lt Gen Alistair Irwin told Soldier
that because people — including many
in the Army — don’t see the city’s reg-
ular bouts of sectarian mayhem
played out on television, a widespread
assumption has grown that nothing
much is going on in the Province.

He believes that if the violence
erupting on Belfast’s streets was hap-
pening in any other city on the
United Kingdom mainland, it would
be much more widely reported. He is

right.

+ e

THERE are many — not all of them
men — who will be relieved that the
Government has decided not to allow
women a role in close combat.

Setting aside the whys and where-
fores of their physical suitability for
the job, there is a strong argument
that the nation’s acceptance of
women soldiers in combat would be
severely tested by the first casualty.

It is bad enough when our men are
maimed in conflict (think of Simon
Weston and Denzil Connick); how
much worse if it were a woman?

However robustly the decision is
challenged by equal opportunities
campaigners, most people in Britain
will regard it as sensible.

SOLDIER June 2002
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TALKBACK

ua Hanney

Invicta Park hit
by a time warp

THE year continues to fly by at
frightening speed. As Him
Indoors is depressingly fond of
saying each year, “the nights will
soon be drawing in”. Meanwhile,
I’'m still somewhere in April.

By comparison, the poor resi-
dents of the “dilapidated hovels”
in Invicta Park in Maidstone
must think they are stuck in a
time warp, waiting since 1993 for
new houses to be built and their
lives to improve. As reported in
Soldier (May), a decision is still to
be made on whether they will get
their new houses, or whether they will be
housed instead at Chatham, ten miles or
so0 away from their unit.

A year after an apparent green light had
been given to demolish the sub-standard
1960s quarters, the Defence Housing
Executive announced it had withdrawn
funding. This has been challenged by the
Army and yet another study is under way.

Meanwhile, as a correspondent to the
June issue of the AFF’s Families Journal
says, many 36 Engineer Regiment fami-
lies are scattered throughout the Medway
area. You can read all abour it in AFF
housing specialist Kirsty Dudin’s report
in the AF¥, now at a unit near you.

h

THE letter about IVF treatment (Talk-
back, Page 74) highlights a situation
affecting a small number of Army fami-
lies for some years. It is very difficult for
Army couples to be in the right place at
the right time for long enough to be able
to access IVF treatment . . . a desperate
situation for those affected.

In the UK, they face the same lottery as
civilians in that their local NHS trust may
or may not provide IVF treatment. If they
are lucky and it does, they have the addi-

Sue Bonney is
Editor of the AFF
Families Journal

tional Army lottery of a posting
out of the area at just the wrong
time. I hope this will be
addressed by changes recently
introduced by the Department
of Health in the way waiting list
times and performance targets
are calculated, which mean
NHS trusts are required to take
account of time spent on a wait-
ing list in another trust’s area. All
the couple has to do, of course, is
get posted to a trust area which
also provides the treatment,

Guidelines being developed

by the National Institute for Clinical
Excellence (NICE) on :
IVF treatment across the
NHS may make it more
widely available, but are
unlikely to appear in the
near future.

For Service couples
overseas, especially in
the more far-flung
areas, the only hope of
treatment is usually by
private means, which is
expensive. There’s not
much the Army can
do, except consider an
early posting to the
UK on compassionate
grounds, if the couple
can find an area in
which the local NHS trust will provide
treatment. This won’t help if, as Soldier’s
correspondent says, Army couples are
given low priority in the NHS.

I hope their doctor was misinformed
about this. Army families are not allowed
“special case” treatment in any area of
Government policy, so why should civil-
ians be given priority for IVF?

-

Imperial opportunity to raise concerns

AFF’s biennial worldwide conference on
July 4 at Imperial College, London is
coming up fast on the rails.

Our speakers include Defence Secre-
tary Geoff Hoon and the Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff, Gen Sir Michael Walker, and our
afternoon Question Time panel features
Armed Forces Minister Adam Ingram; the
Deputy Chief of Defence Staff (Personnel),
Air Marshal Malcolm Pledger; the Adju-
tant General, Lt Gen Sir Timothy Granville-
Chapman; and the Director of Personal

Services (Army), Brig Nick Cottam. We
also have a special housing forum, with
AFF’s Kirsty Dudin; Colonel PS4(A), Col
David Eccles; and the Chief Executive of
the DHE, John Wilson.

The day will provide a chance to dis-
cuss the issues and concerns of Army
families, what can be done to address
them - and what can’t — and the reasons
why things sometimes have to be the way
they are. If you haven't got a ticket, con-
tact AFF Central Office on 01980 615525.

The June issue of the
AFF Familieg Journal is
out now and shouyld
reach a unit near you
mid-June at the latest
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“Sit-ups for abdominals? Waste of time, mate.”

It's time to
sit up and
take notice

REGARDING the basic personal fitness
assessment (BPFA), I agree with the basic
standards but disagree with the way the
Army has decreed we go about it.

The run is a fair way to gauge a person’s
running ability, and press-ups are a good
way of assessing upper-body strength, but
why do we have to do sit-ups, which do
absolutely nothing for the abdominal
muscles and are basically hip-flexing?

What happened to good old-fashioned,
tried-and-tested half-sits, dorsal raises
and crunchies? Why did we adopt this
totally wrong way of assessing stomach
muscle strength when the exercise does
nothing for us?

I enjoy PT but wish more practical tests
were adopted in line with the weight-car-
rying exercises on the advanced combat
fitness test. What do other readers think?
—Name and address supplied.

I HAVE served my country for 15 years,
including several operational tours. I have

M “! WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU
- a’ ® E-mail: mail@soldiermagazine.co.uk

Detfeated by NHS
ertility waiting list

through the usual tests, only to discover
during the doctor’s interview that,

never complained about the fre- . because we are in the Army, we
quent moves or the separation i r4- letter BT given low priority for the

from my very supportive and
uncomplaining wife, but I would like an
answer to an issue affecting us.

We have tried for a family but discov-
ered, after a battery of tests, that we have
an unexplained fertility problem. We have
registered with new doctors every time we
have been posted and, on each occasion,
been considered for the NHS’s in wvitro
fertilisation (IVF) programme.

But because of the mobile nature of my
job we have never made it to the top of the
waiting lists for the treatment we need.

On our most recent move we went

A PS4(A) responds:

Because of the difficulty of maintaining
places on NHS waiting lists, access to NHS
elective care and waiting times is a principal
concern of Service families. Those relocating
regularly often find themselves at the bottom
of the waiting list of the NHS trust in their new
area.

Under current Department of Health guid-
ance, trusts are asked to “consider what, if
any, account they are able to take of time
already waited at the old provider”, The prob-
lem is that, irrespective of NHS guidance,
decisions relating to the position on a waiting
list are ones of clinical judgement and these
are for the consultant and the NHS trust area
to make.

IVF treatment is not routinely available on
the NHS throughout the UK although it is
more available in some areas than others.
The Army has been hoping for some time to

treatment. Nothing anyone
could do would move us up the list, and
apparently it’s all due to funding. Surely
this is discrimination against couples in
the Armed Forces? I have paid my taxes
for 15 years yet it appears that I fund
treatment for other people which I am
unable to obtain for myself.

What is the Army doing to help? A mar-
ried soldier with children is more likely to
commit to a future with the Army. It
would be a shame if I were forced to leave
a job that I love to receive fair treatment. —
Name and address supplied.

see an NHS policy statement on the funding
of infertility services and it is intended that a
policy for Service personnel and their families
should be formulated on the basis of this
NHS policy.

No overarching NHS policy has yet been
developed and although the National Institute
for Clinical Excellence are currently develop-
ing guidelines for infertility services which
could do more to provide the latest treatment
and should iron out the current post-code lot-
tery, these are not likely to appear for some
time. Accordingly, Service policy is that where
families are resident in an NHS area in which
these services are funded, they are free to
make use of them. If they are not available
locally on the NHS, there is no mechanism
whereby the Army can provide funding for pri-
vate treatment.

Discussions are going on between the
MoD and NHS to find a solution.

-~

'Have your
say, briefly

YOUR letters provide a real

insight into the issues at the
top of your agenda . . . but
please keep them as short as
possible. The more space you
take up to get your point
across, the less room there is
for the views of others . .. and
we want to use as many as we
possibly can.

E-mails should include
your name, unit and location
at the bottom (not necessarily
for publication). Anonymous
contributions will be binned.
The Editor reserves the right
to accept or reject letters, and
to amend correspondence for
length, clarity or style.

WHILE working at a higher education fair in
Derby I was given a copy of Soldier by the offi-
cer on an Army recruitment stand. It became
apparent to me that though universities are a
great place to recruit officers, the Army is a
good place to recruit university students.

Having joined the junior leaders at the age
of 16, I thought my schooling was behind me
and I was there to be a soldier. However, the
skills I picked up in the forces showed me
there is far more to life than I expected. I left
in 1997 after a tour in Bosnia with the idea of
joining the police. That didn’t work out so I
set about getting a degree.

The determination, discipline and common
sense [ learnt in the Army were the very things
I needed to get a degree. After three enjoyable

My years in Army gave me SO
much I needed to get a degree

years I graduated last year from Oxford
Brookes University and now work for the uni-
versity recruiting new students.

My transition would have been quicker if I
had known which courses to take in the year
leading up to my discharge. I am keen to°
advise soldiers who are leaving and who think
they could benefit from a degree (and most
could).

Although my job is to recruit for Oxford
Brookes University I am able to advise sol-
diers who may wish to study elsewhere and
can put them in touch with the relevant
people. — Rob Aldridge, Student Recruit-
ment (UK), Oxford Brookes University,
Oxford OX3 0BP; or tel 01865 484893; or
e-mails to raldridge@brookes.ac.uk
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Unit’s Sierra
Leone service
still hasn't
been marked
with a medal

I AND fellow members of 256 Signal
Squadron who deployed at short notice
to Sierra Leone in response to the West
African country’s crisis in May 2000
were in theatre longer than the Paras and
as long as the Royal Marines.

“When | was going up the stair
| saw a man who wasn't there
He wasn’t there again today
| wish that man would go away

Competition time: In which country was the Battle of Waterloo fought?

A) France; B) Germany; C) Belgium; D) England
Answers on a postcard to Competition Desk, Army Benevolent Fund, 41
Queen’s Gate, London, SW7 5HR. The first card picked out of the hat will win
a framed copy of the Piscator picture. Ten runners-up will receive a Tommy
Atkins pin badge. The deadline for entries to reach us is July 8, 2002.

ARMY
BENEVOLENT

Call 020 7591 2000 or visit www.armybenevolentfund.com

Will decision not to guard
castle spread to London?

THE funeral of the Queen Mother gave
all three Services the opportunity to
demonstrate to the world that we are still
“The Best” and the envy of many nations.

It was the sort of performance that
enhances the reputation of our Armed
Forces worldwide.

Alas, in the shadow of the funeral it has
been decided that the Regular Army is no
longer able to meet the centuries-old
obligation to mount daily ceremonial
guards at Edinburgh Castle, the King-

dom of Scotland’s ancient fortress and
primary tourist attraction. Most soldiers,
given the rare opportunity to appear in
public in uniform, take a great deal from
the experience. Sadly these days the
opportunities are few.

To cancel these daily ceremonial sen-
tries is a retrograde step and could be the
thin edge of the wedge. Will it spread to
London? What will go next? The Queen’s
Guard in Windsor? — Maj H F O’Hara,
AGC (SPS), NRPS, Edinburgh.

| WOULD like to
comment on your
headline “Heavy
cavalry receives final Challenger 2” on
Page 18 (May). As a long-serving soldier
in the Royal Tank Regiment, |, and all sol-
diers in the RTR, find it somewhat insult-
ing to be called “cavalry”. In our history
we have never served on horses. The
Royal Armoured Corps is split into three
different areas: Household Cavalry, line

SOLDIER June 2002

Horses for courses

cavalry and tankies.

| am biased towards
tankies and our ability
to take on any role thrown at us, the latest
and most important being the change of
role for 1 RTR to nuclear, chemical and
biological warfare. It was completed with
professionalism, as could be expected by
anyone wearing black coveralls. - WO2 R
J Fisher, RQMS (T), BATUS.

A No insult was intended. — Editor

We were subsequently told we would
receive a medal to reflect our involve-
ment in Operation Palliser, but nearly
two years have passed and still there is
no sign of a medal. The signal squadron
deployed twice more to Sierra Leone —
for Operation Basilica and for Operation
Silkman.

Are we eventually going to get a
medal? We would be grateful if you
could pass this on to someone who can
give us a straight answer? — Name and
unit supplied.

A PS12(A) responds:

Concerning the perceived delay among
Servicemen and women over the issue of
the first ever Operational Service Medal
(OSM) for Sierra Leone, investigations have
revealed that it has taken just over 17
months to staff the criteria of eligibility for
the issue of the medal through the respec-
tive single Service staff branches to the
MoD.

During this time careful staff work had to
be undertaken by the MoD to ensure that
the award of the first OSM for Sierra Leone
achieved the right balance between the cor-
rect recognition of “risk and rigours” — that
is, actual service within the country of Sierra
Leone, as well as maximum inclusivity for
the award of the medal to include service in
the joint operational area supporting the
mission in Sierra Leone.

In short, our Servicemen and women
must continue to value British medals and
the largely strict criteria associated with
their awards in the future as they have done
in the past.

Delays aside, readers of Soldier will be
pleased to know that the Queen approved
the criteria for the award of the OSM for
Sierra Leone late last year and that the MoD
is currently working on the final staffing
action required for its issue.

In anticipation of strong demand, the
Army Medal Office has enough minted
medals in stock to ensure immediate issue
once the Joint Defence Council Instruction
on the OSM for Sierra Leone has been pro-
mulgated.
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MoD doesn’t seem to
value us Non-Regulars

I HOLD an admin post as a member of
the Non-Regular Permanent Staff (NRPS)
in a Territorial Army regiment. Recent
erosion of my terms and conditions of ser-
vice causes me to question whether our
devotion to duty and goodwill are valued.
Changes include arbitrary amend-
ments to TA regulations without repre-
sentation or even warning to the chain of
command. In addition we have suffered:
@ A substantially diminished pay award
in the 2001 Pay Review of 2.8 per cent as
opposed to the full award of 3.7 per cent
(the rationale for this was that NRPS had
been paid an element of X-factor since

A Main points from a detailed response
to SSgt Nicholson given by SO2 G1 TA:

In 1980 NRPS pay was revised to equate
to the Regular Army basic military salary with
the X-factor removed. As the X-factor was
increased, the equation to convert Regular
Army rates to NRPS rates of pay was not
adjusted and the NRPS inadvertently
received an element of the X-factor for sever-
al years. When this error was discovered,
MoD adjusted the pay awards for 2001/02
and 2002/03.

HQ Land published a study into NRPS

1990 as the result of an error by MoD);

@ TA rates of pay for annual camp and
other courses have been removed;

® Removal of Excess Fares Allowance
and introduction of Recompense in Lieu
of Relocation (RILOR), when RILOR
was part of the new and balanced package
designed for the Regular Army;

® Implementation of Pay 2000 for the
TA planned for November this year, but
as vet no information or consultative cri-
teria to apply Pay 2000 to NRPS.

® Derisory length-of-service increments
of 10p for every three years served to a
maximum of three increments. An organ-

working conditions in 2001 and submitted a
proposal to MoD to justify restoration of the
X-factor at an appropriate level to NRPS pay.
This has been revised and will be circulated
to the chain of command before resubmis-
sion.

The removal of the right to receive TA rates
of pay while at camp or on certain other activ-
ities was removed on the direction of MoD.
Entitlement to recompense for home-to-duty
travel followed changes imposed on Regular
personnel living in private accommodation.

We understand that NRPS will be entitled

isation that professes to Invest in People
should be ashamed.

To qualify for the Volunteer Reserves
Service Medal (VRSM), each year of
NRPS service will count only for two-
thirds’ qualifying service.

I maintain a strong sense of duty and
willingness to make the system work, and
if push comes to shove the NRPS is one
part of the TA that will be there when
needed. I seriously question whether the
contribution made by members of the
NRPS is understood or valued by the
MoD. - 8Sgt D B Nicholson, ACG
(SPS) NRPS, Tyne and Wear.

to incremental pay as illustrated in the MoD-
directed letter for TA Pay 2002, which will
remove the present anomaly of 10p incre-
ments at the three-, six- and nine-year points
of NRPS service.

Regarding the VRSM qualifying period,
NRPS are in full-time service and the qualify-
ing time is more favourable than that for vol-
unteers who carry out more than five years’
full-time service. Oversight of NRPS terms
and conditions of service is maintained by the
TA desk officer in HQ Land G1 and every
MoD decision is subject to comment.

This retention bonus for pilots puts
spotlight on REME's aircraft specialists

THE letter “Wife angered by timing of
retention bonus for military pilots”
(April) may seem like sour grapes, but it
reflects the feelings of REME aircraft
technicians.

The bonuses, a sensible initiative, were
introduced to keep highly-trained special-
ists in the Army Air Corps. The Army has
just procured the Apache — its most signif-
icant battlefield advance since the tank.

HQ DEME(A) replies:

In common with other REME technicians,
aircraft technicians in the rank of LCpl to Sgt
have been, and remain, among the highest-
paid Servicemen when comparisons are
made based on rank and experience.

Before Pay 2000, JNCO technicians were
generally paid at Band 3 rates of pay (the
highest of three ranges for JNCOs) while
SNCO technicians were on Band 6 rates
(highest for Sgts, second highest for SSgts).
What has changed since Pay 2000 is that the
apparent differential has been eroded. For
example, a Cpl technician is no longer paid in

Following Pay 2000, Army technicians
feel devalued. The issue of financial
retention incentives (FRI) for Army pilots
raises issues within the REME aviation
world. Problems with the retention of
REME aircraft and avionic technicians
must be creating a bit of a headache in the
upper echelons of the AAC.

There are not enough technicians to
service and maintain the current fleet of

the highest of three bands; he is paid in the
higher of two ranges and has been “caught
up” by a number of other trades. However, he
retains his technician status, together with
the accelerated promotion that it brings.

Five years after leaving training, he can be
earning a sergeant’s pay in the high range - a
pay benefit that few other Army trades offer.
The trade was subject to review by the JSJET
last year, which confirmed the allocation to
ranges made at the introduction of Pay 2000.

There has been concern expressed by a
number of technicians regarding the transi-
tional arrangements but this was amply cov-

Lynx and Gazelle helicopters, much less
to service an aircraft estimated to require
25 to 35 man hours of REME work to one
flying hour airframe.

Where are we going to find the techni-
cians to service the Apache? How do we
keep those technicians to train new tech-
nicians? Are there moves afoot to offer
FRIs to aircraft/avionic technicians? -
Name and address supplied.

ered by Gen Currie’s article in Soldier (Feb). ,

It is true that there is an insufficient number
of aircraft technicians to meet the Director of
Army Aviation's current aspirations for flying
hours. This has arisen more as a result of a
change in the numbers of established posts
rather than poor retention.

Aircraft technician recruitment is buoyant
and has been for some time and REME Train-
ing Group is running a record number of air-
craft technician courses in the coming year.
REME technician trades — in common with
other REME trades — remain highly valued by
the corps and the Army.
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P THEN AND THEN |

2Z3YEARS AGO

From Soldier, June 1977: Company Sgt
Maj Rambahadur Limbu, of 10th
Princess Mary’s Own Gurkha Rifles, the
only serving holder of the Victoria Cross
in the British Armed Services, has been
commissioned as a lieutenant (Queen’s
Gurkha Officer) in a ceremony conduct-
ed by Lt Gen Sir John Archer, Comman-
\ der British Forces Hong Kong.

n

S0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, June 1952: Capt Alec Baines
RAC, above, is the lone man of the moun-
tains. He makes one-man expeditions
into the snow to test clothing, equipment
and rations required by the Army for
mountain warfare. He may be away for as
long as three weeks at a time. On his
return he writes reports for HQ British

Army of the Rhine, to which he belongs. |V
4

Kids are no excuse
for reduced liability

I HAVE been in the Army ten years and had children for the past six. During this time I
have encountered problems ranging from having to leave my children without either
parent to threats of “if you can’t get adequate childcare we will apply for your discharge”.

I would gladly take a pay drop and even stay in my rank if it was guaranteed that either
my husband or I could remain with our children. Don’t get me wrong, if a war situation
broke out tomorrow I would gladly serve my country, but for normal day-to-day Army
life a change needs to happen. — Name and address supplied.

DM(A) responds:

Army policy states that childcare is a
parental responsibility and serving parents
are expected to make full childcare provision
during working hours. The Army makes great
demands on its personnel and extra commit-
ment and disruption are acknowledged by the
X-factor payment.

Although an attractive suggestion, a reduc-
tion in pay or commitment is not practical,
since every uniformed post shares the same
liability. Every effort is made to provide sym-
pathetic management but in many units the
pressure on individuals is so great that it
would be unfair to advantage one group over
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another. The Army is absolutely committed to
retaining trained soldiers (its most valuable
asset) and is investigating ways to assist sol-
dier-parents. This includes the feasibility of
posts carrying reduced liability or different
terms of service, with a concomitant reduc-
tion in pay. This might include a period in the
reserves, with continual training but reduced
liability, before returning to regular service.
However, soldiers who are unable to meet
their duty obligations for whatever reason
may be administratively discharged. This may
seem hard but soldiers are, after all, paid by
the nation to protect the nation, and have a
liability to deploy world-wide, 24 hours a day.

TALKBACK

PSSk

Aircrew vital, too

AIRCREW co-pilots in receipt of flying
pay should also be paid the financial
retention bonus paid to pilots (see Mail,
April and May). It is their job to relieve
the pilot and fly aircraft safely home if
the pilot is unable to do so.

There are only a handful of aircrew-
men left in the Army Air Corps and
surely they deserve recognition for the
vital role they play. — Army wife (name and
address supplied).

My unique claim

IN May 2000 you featured Capt Andy
McArthur and suggested that he was
probably one of the last recipients of
both the Territorial Army Efficiency
Medal (EM) and the Territorial Army Dec-
oration (TD).

As | received my TD some time after
him (Feb 2002), it might be possible that |
am nearer to being one of the last to hold
both medals.

Incidentally, at present and for the
approaching Golden Jubilee celebra-
tions, | am serving with the same unit |
served with during the Silver Jubilee. Am
| unique? = T A G McEwen TD, RLC(V).

League of gallantry

THE article “League open to gallant
members” (Update extra, March) is
based on old information. The Canadian
bravery awards are as follows: Victoria
Cross (Canadian issue motto reads “Pro
Valore”), Cross of Valour (replaces
George Cross), Star of Courage
(replaces Military Medal and Military
Cross), Medal of Bravery (replaces
George Medal).

Yours is an excellent magazine and |
wish our forces had something even half
as good. — Capt (Retd) Robert MacDonald,
late Seaforth Highlanders, Vancouver,
Canada.

Medal for everyone

| AM pleased that, finally with the Golden
Jubilee Medal, the spirit of a commemo-
rative medal is being applied in the UK.
One can argue about the minimum time
criteria, but at least an effort has been
made to be inclusive.

It could be worse. Canada is going
about this one the same way it went
about the Silver Jubilee Medal. They are
striking 48,000, the vast majority of
which will go to civilians recommended
for community service who will never
take it out of the drawer.

Less than ten per cent of the Armed
Forces will get one.

The UK policy may not be perfect but it
beats the Canadian one hands-down.
Commemorative medals should be given
to all serving soldiers — or none. Inciden-
tally, I'm a Canadian serving in New
Zealand. — Maj D O Buck, Royal New
Zealand Army Logistic Regiment.
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Mark Owens, Media
Ops, HQ 2 Div
(Professional
Photographer of
the Year)

The standard of Army
photographers is
excellent, as it is for the
civilian photographers.
We work very closely —
and very well - together.
We civvies can help the :
military guys with what they

do ... and vice versa.

Terry Champion, Picture Editor,
HQ Land

The competition is
again of a very high
standard and keeps
going up. The stan-
dard is much better
than last year. It would
be nice to see more of
these images through-
out the year, so keep
them coming. Make
sure your pictures are
captioned properly and
we'll do our best to
market them.

Cpl Mark Ballantyne,
HQ Land (winner,
best digital award)
| was lucky to get a

first posting in the
photographic trade to
HQ Land, which is
fairly unusual. I've
been to places
throughout the world as
well as all over the UK.
I've been to most, if not
all, the operational the-
atres that the Army is in
at the moment, ranging

Shooting stars

We asked some of the personalities at the Army Photographic
Competition awards ceremony to pass on their thoughts about the trade

from South Georgia and the Falklands to
Austria for a sporting event, Bosnia, Macedo-
nia and Kosovo, and, in Africa, Sierra Leone
and Kenya.

WO2 Dave Brown,
DISC Chicksands
(winner, Today's
Army)

Photography for
information-gathering
is essential. If you are
able to put a photo on
someone’s desk to show
them something when
they have never been
to that country or
seen that particular

piece of equipment it makes it so much easer
than trying to describe the situation. The old
adage that a picture paints a thousand words
is true.

Maj Mark Smyth,
REME, HQ 1 Armd
Div (Amateur
Photographer of
the Year)

The important thing is
not how expensive
your camera and
lenses are, it is simply
to get out and take
photographs. Carry a
camera with you all
the time so that when
you see something
you can fire off a few
shots. If you have an
expensive camera you might be tempted not
to take it with you.

Maj John Gale, RLC, 17 Port and Mar-
itime Regt RLC (runner-up, Amateur
Photographer of the Year)

The advice I'd give to anyone who is just

Interviews: John Elliott Pictures: Graeme Main

starting out is be pre-

pared to make mis-

takes and take the

advice of the experts

and professionals.

There are lots of
Army photogra-
phers around and
lots of people in
media operations
with great experi-
ence. You are
almost certain to
find a camera club
near you.

Maj Nick
Henderson,

Coldm Gds (best
overall image)

The situation | pho-
tographed showed the
social and technologi-
cal extremes in the
environment the British
Army operates in. It
came out as a very
good photograph,
which is why | entered it,

having never gone in for a competition before.

SSgt Giles
Penfound, HQ
Shape (runner-
up, Professional
Photographer of
the Year)

| don't think it matters
whether you choose
an SLR or digital
camera. The only
thing that really mat-
ters is the picture. If
all you can afford is a
snap camera, go out
and take the pictures on that.
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st ISP around”

Combine fantastic value with high
performance and you have breathe’s
awesome internet access.

Our fixed rate access starts from only £8.99
per month, with 24 x 7 access for only £12.99
per month! breathe also offers information,
entertainment, news and free SMS.

register online @

matsen

or call to order your
We also offer excellent mobile phone tariffs — free CD on

see our home page for details. We'll shortly O
be offering discounted telephone calls too! 27/

So for ‘the fastest ISP around’ get in touch b th
with breathe. [ea e



A Company that gives you an
unbeatable service with an
unrivalled ChoiCe of manufacturers.

Officially
Europe’s
Largest Tax
Free Specialists

Citroen ,
Chrysler i\“
Ford

Fiat

Honda
Hyundai
Jaguar
Jeep

MG Rover
Mercedes Benz=
Mini
Mitsubishi
Peugeot
Renauhk
Seat

Skoda
Vauxchall
Volkswagen

IF YOU'RE NOT BUYING YOUR NEXT NEW CAR FROM EMC YOU’LL PROBABLY BE PAYING TOO MUCH!

f r» e e . ¢ o m

i i j's;g, g
For more details and to order call UK FREEPOST (BR 1394)

Wayne, Sam, Scott and Steve CAVENDISH BRIDGE,
EASTBOURNE BN21 5TD

UK PHONE _
UK FAX E,lw,ﬁ‘
— TAX FREE

860183 - 08001 827¢






