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not available
on Civvy Street

Exclusive talk time offer
One month's complimentary talk time on No connection charge

Everyday 50, Talk 30, 120 and 400.
Saving you £35 (inc.VAT).

Special savings on phones
25% off all phones costing £99.99 or less.

Personal handsfree kit

A valuable accessory available
to you at no extra charge.

Complimentary handset
Choose from a selected dual or single band phone.

\

Orange Value Promise

We believe we offer the best value tariffs,
but if you find a popular digital tariff from
another network that suits you better, we'll
offer you an exact equivalent.

Keep your current number

Switch to Orange from any other UK digital
mobile network and you can bring your
existing mobile number with you.

0800 168 168

As a member of the armed forces, the MoD Network Agreement entitles you to even more value
when you join Orange. To take advantage of this agreement, call Orange direct on the number
above between 8am-10pm weekdays and 9am-5.30pm at weekends, quoting reference SOL03.
This offer closes 30 April 2000.

SOLO3 Connection is subject to status and a minimum 12 month contract. This offer excludes upgrades and monthly charges start from £17.50 inc. VAT.
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‘... going over-
seas to support
your soldier in
serving his/her
country is not
viewed as any
entitlement to
retain your resi-
dency in the UK.
Nice one, eh?”

“OK ... which of you lot have nicked my office furniture?”

- Sue Bonney tells
more Home Truths
- Page 45

® Introducing . .. /
Soldier’s top ten
books - Page 73

Making allowances -
Page 28-29

Learning credits worth more than £30
million are waiting to be claimed by
Service men and women. Plus top tips
on the allowances available to you.
Remember — use 'em, don't lose ‘em
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Don’t be
seen and
not heard

OK, so it’s not a perfect
world . . . and we won’t ever
pretend that it is. But what
this issue of Soldier reflects
loud and clear is the Army’s
determination at the highest
level to make life better for its
own personnel. Starting with
those things that most irritate
soldiers and their families.

Over the past few months
the Chief of the General Staff
has been asking you, via his
briefing team, to tell him
what you like and don’t like
about today’s Army. On the
centre pages he responds in
his own words — and pledges
to keep that channel of com-
munication wide open.

Elsewhere in this issue we
draw attention to the many
allowances to which soldiers
are entitled — but which they
don’t always claim. There is
an acknowledgement that
sometimes soldiers (usually
young ones) are not suffi-
ciently briefed on what they
can claim. Coming your way
soon should be a personal
copy of a leaflet spelling it
out. Use it . . . don’t lose it.

BIG MAILBAG

A key to improving your lot
is effective, two-way commu-
nication, which is why we are
delighted so many of you feel
able to express your views in
our Mailbag section, this
month increased for the first
time to four pages. Be in no
doubt . . . your opinions are
read by the movers and the
shakers. Although the wheels
of change may grind awfully
slowly, we are assured that,
on a whole range of issues
concerning your conditions’
of service and the welfare of

Kellie of C Company, 1st Battalion,
The Royal Scots wraps up well to beat
the cold in the Canadian Rockies
during the inaugural Exercise Snow-
shoe, a new six-week winter training
package in Alberta.

Picture feature on Wilkinson Sword’s London factory

78 Vox pop

Germany-based soldiers talk about their allowances

your families, progress is .
being made.

If it is not, make sure you
tell CGS’s Briefing Team, or
write to us, or — if you are a
dependant - tell the Army
Families Federation, which
has unique access to a minis-
terial task force. In the
modern Army you don’t have
to be seen and not heard.

Picture: Chris Fletcher

PLUS 17 Chuckle with Chip 33 Kitstop

37 Westminster 44 Issues 47 World of wheels
48 Sport 55 £100 competition 68 Diary

70 Bulletin board 72 Books 74 Mailbag

How to contact Soldier
- see Page 78




Thepviels

Special report

Tented camps for
soldiers deployed in
the severe Kosovo
winter have come in
for a lot of flak in the
British media. Soldier
went to see what
they are really like

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Mike Weston

WINTER temperatures in Kosovo have
plunged at times to a lung-numbing
minus 29C. Not the ideal environment,
you might think, in which to pitch a tent.
Yet many British soldiers deploved there
have found themselves doing just that.

As news filtered back to the UK that
winterised quarters were months behind
schedule and that troops were having to
make do under canvas, their “plight” was
highlighted in the media and
questions were asked in Parlia-
ment.

A Soldier team spent several
days sharing those quarters in
Kosovo and found they had
little in common with the tents
used by families for camping
weekends in the New Forest. We
noted at several locations how
well troops had adapted to the
conditions. Instead of hearing a
torrent of whingeing we watched soldiers
getting on with it without complaint.

Hundreds of troops at Brigade HQ in
Pristina live in tents, as do many more in
Podujevo, an hour’s drive away.

Podujevo was home to soldiers of The
Queen’s Dragoon Guards, who, before
their departure last month, had been
waiting to move into new temporary field
accommodation (TFA). They had had to

Impressed: Lt Col
Patrick Andrews

use a hotel as their HQ, and if that sounds
a cushy number, the reality was rather dif-
ferent.

The Ritz it is not. The building is cold
and draughty and power and water sup-
plies are frequently interrupted. In fact,
so uncomfortable is it that soldiers living
in tents at the boundary crossings into
Serbia reckoned they had the better deal.

Commanding officer Lt Col Patrick
Andrews expressed disappoint-
ment at the delay in the han-
dover of TFA quarters but
recognised it was a longer-term
solution.

“Because of the delays to the
TFA we had to look at accom-
modation over the winter
period,” he said. “We worked on
factories and other sites to make
them habitable, and the im-
proved tentage camp (ITC) was
made available. I'TC is a massive step in
the right direction and an improvement
on what we’ve had in the past, particular-
ly given the extreme weather conditions.”

He added: “I’ve been impressed by the
work everyone has put into this tour after
the disappointments over accommoda-
tion. Everyone can get some professional
satisfaction for what they have done and
be proud of their part in ensuring the

4

security and quality of life of the Kosovo
people has been changed for the better.”

Visiting a TFA construction site at the
disused Podujevo Airport, RSM John
Smith said 11 Fd Sqgn sappers had com-
pleted their task on time, but that the
delay by the contractors in completing the
work had not caused any undue problems
with operational or day-to-day running of
the battle-group.

“We were well prepared,” he said.
“When it became apparent that the TFA

Home sweet home: Snug inside and freez-
ing outside, main pictures, for soldiers
deployed at a Kosovo-Serbia boundary
crossing point north-east of Podujevo

Coming soon: New temporary field accom-
modation, left, taking shape near Podujevo

would not be completed before the onset
of cold weather, everyone rebuilt, refur-
bished and winterised the tented accom-
modation.”

This included inserting thermal linings
into the tents and providing hot-air venti-
lation. It meant “campers” could main-
tain indoor temperatures of 18C (64F)
for example, when it was minus 30C out-
side.

Porous heavy-duty flooring let water
drain away, while duckboard walkways

outside allowed for safe, easy and reason-
ably mud-free movement.

At a crossing into Serbia high in the
snow-covered mountains north-east of
Podujevo, Lt Piers Cavell, QDG, and 20
soldiers lived in an improved tented
camp. Stationed at the crossing for up to
two weeks at a time, he and his soldiers
had their own cookhouse, a mini-gymna-
sium, a place to watch TV, and a shower
unit and washroom with hot water.

Everything was run on diesel-powered
generators and the portaloos were emp-
tied every day or second day.

“The sappers and support services have
done a marvellous job in helping us,” he
said.

Sgt John Crompton summed up the
feeling towards the tents. “When the boys

are on patrol they know there i1s going to
be nice warm place for them to return
(3

The battle-group’s 920 soldiers cov-
ered a large rural area bounded by high
mountains in the north-east of Kosovo. A
recce troop was based in the north while a
squadron in the metal factory in Podujevo
had responsibility for two gates on the
Kosovo-Serbia boundary. An attached
180-strong Czech recce unit covered
much of the boundary.

Other units in the area included 127/17
(Dragon) Battery, 26 Regiment RA; 11
Field Squadron, 38 Engineer Regiment;
and Royal Military Police. In all, 29 cap
badges were represented.

@ Chilly test for RS — Pages 14-15.
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Lt Matthew Perriss QDG ensure that break- ;'P" P‘Vid Finlay, RDg Tpr Dave Ceely QDG |4 LCpl Dave Armstrong Sgt Robert LCpl Craighton Davies
I'd say the accommodation downs are keptto a Ic?” tcom- Considering the outside QDG Jones QDG QDG

in Kosovo from my experi- minimum. piain. When temperatures, it's OK. Considering I'have been in My only com-

ence has been excellent. The US Army could f§ S freezing Our sleeping tent is a bit where we tented accom- plaint is that

There are occasions when not cope with the sort | Outside, it's cramped, but that's only are, at the top modation in three TV reception

the electricity goes off, but of pressures that we .‘]"_V:l'm,inside_ 1o be expected. It could ofa '0'.:&","'"8 here and can be poor

that is only to be expected are put under. e s power be improved: the silver mountain, | think it's fine, in bad

in a country that has the sort of  Although it is a bit spartanto | 1" light, we Tpr Wayne foil insulation can get torn and if it does, | | think the tents aithough the doorways could be weather and |
infrastructure problems say so, | believe that living a bit| €81 Watch Tv Hughes QDG water can drip through. | suggest - are brilliant. It improved. In the Guif we hag - would like to see permanent
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NOW ON ACTIVE
SERVICE IN KOSOVO.

There's nothing theoretical about Scania trucks in the
Armed Forces.

They're in action today with the Swedish army in
Kosovo. And they're living up to their reputation for
reliability and durability.

SCANIA DEFENCE SERVICES

They Don’t Come Any Tougher

Scania (Great Britain) Limited, Tongwell, Milton Keynes, MK15 8HB. Tel.01908 210210 www.scania.co.uk




People, places, events

Second lieutenants to start on £18,126

ALL ranks are to receive a basic pay rise ofat  Government agrees basic military pay housing. Single accommodation charges are
least 3.3 per cent from April 1 following the  rises ranging from 3.3 to 3.8 per cent set to go up by 3.3 per cent for Grade 1 quar-
Government’s acceptance in full of the Armed ters, reducing to no change for those living in
Forces Pay Review Body (AFPRB) for 2000. five per cent, the rate will remain unchanged.  the lowest Grade 4. The largest increase, for
Privates, lance corporals, lieutenants and With the exception of payments for work of  senior officers, is just over £1 a week.
captains are to get slightly more —arise of 3.8 an objectional nature and work in unpleasant Water and sewage charges for all Service
per cent. The AFPRB's recommendation that  conditions (both hiked by 3.3 per cent), addi-  family quarters will rise from between £226
the pay of second lieutenants be increased to  tional rates of pay will increase by one per  and £256 to between £234 and £263 a year,

£18,126 a year to allow the Services to com-  cent. and annual water charges for single accom-

pete for graduate recruits was also accepted. BASIC RENT INCREASES modation will increase to £80. :
Also going up is the X-factor — by one per The review body recommended basic rent Garage rental will go up by 3.3 per cent to

cent for those currently receiving 12 per cent  increases ranging from 5.3 per cent for senior ~ £180 a year.

— to reflect the increased disadvantage of  officers to 3.3 per cent for other ranks in the Increases in rates of basic pay for mem-

Service life compared with that in the civilian ~ biggest and best accommodation. Increases  bers of the Reserve Forces will broadly mirror

sector. for poor-quality quarters are proportionately  those recommended for Regular soldiers.
But for personnel getting the an X-factor of  lower, with no increase at all for the worst ® Full details will appear in due course

Higher grade of
recruit targeted

LOWER-grade applicants to join the
Army are to be deferred so the Service
can concentrate its efforts on recruiting
and rraining the best youngsters.

Although recruiting numbers have
shown a steady upward turn in recent
years, a significant proportion of “risk
candidates™ — those least likely to get
through their tough introduction to life
in uniform — has seen many dropping
out of recruit training. Last year nearly
4,000 quit at this point.

A large number of low-grade recruits
and the extra time NCOs have had to
spend trying to get them up to standard
has had a knock-on effect, with higher-
grade candidates also returning prema-
turely to civilian life.

In an attempt to reverse this process
and ensure Army recruiting targets are
met, the Army Training and Recruiting
Agency (ATRA) has introduced new
measures aimed at minimising the risk
of failure and raising the standard of
recruits without reducing the numbers
being posted into the Field Army.

Measures include deferring enlist-
ment of lower-grade applicants and
introducing an additional element of
selection into the Army Foundation
Scheme. Although fewer recruits will
begin basic training, the Field Army’s

targets should still be met by soldiers
trained to the required standard.

So far this vear, and even before the
new measures have been brought in,
1,000 more recruits than last year have
joined their regiments and corps.

In a further boost to manning the
Field Army, a “just-enough, just-in-
time” approach to Phase 2 skills train-
ing is to be introduced to cut the time
lost before recruits join their first unit.
It will ensure soldiers are fully-qualified
for their first appointment in the Field
Army and allow them to acquire further
skills as and when required.

MULTI-SKILL APPROACH

Some soldiers spend up to 18 months
on Phase 2 training before reporting to
their first unit. This traditional “just-in-
case” approach to multi-skill training
has resulted in increasingly long cours-
es and a consequent “skill-fade” before
the soldier is posted.

Some need to be mulu-skilled before
their first posting, while many others do
not.

Sappers, for example, are required to
be both combat engineers and have a
construction engineer trade. In other
arms and services, additional skills
many be required only for a particular
posting or deployment.

To Nepal with love

Blooming: Theatre sister Jane Beard from Fleet
turned to the Gurkhas for help after volunteering to
help at an ear surgery camp in Nepal. She had to
find £500 for her air fare so contacted the 1st Bat-
talion, The Royal Gurkha Rifles at nearby Church
Crookham. The Gurkhas promptly donated £1
each — presenting her with a cheque for £550 —
and arranged for her to be given a Hindu blessing
by their battalion priest. Jane was garlanded,
given a traditional farewell and wished a safe jour-
ney by soldiers and their wives. Picture: Graeme Main

® Cpl Lee Clegg of The Parachute

off-contract and into service. It showed that in

personnel, their families and veterans are

Regiment, imprisoned for life in 1993 for most cases the MoD had achieved a available for the preview evening on July 9.
shooting a joyrider who sped through a  satisfactory outcome. Shortfalls identified in  Ticket enquiries to 0870 241 0301.
vehicle checkpoint in Belfast, has won a nine-  the report are being tackled under the Smart

year battle to clear his name. Procurement initiative. ® Maj Gen Peter Grant Peterkin, the new
GOC 5 Division, paid his first visit to Tidworth
® The MoD has welcomed a report by the @ Royal Military Tattoo 2000 concessionary ~ and Bulford to familiarise himself with 43

-LNationaI Audit Office on accepting equipment tickets priced at £6 and £10 for Service (Wessex) Brigade and the garrison HQs.
~
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People, dogs, places, events

Tara has her day

Kennel maid: The London Irish Rifles, a company
within the Territorial Army’s London Regiment,
have given a first public outing to ten-month-old
Tara lll, their first Irish wolfhound mascot since
the Second World War. Among those watching
the parade was Dennis Mulqueen, 85, handler of
the original Tara, who was once fined a day’s bis-
cuits for stealing a chicken. Her charge sheet is
still in the possession of the London Irish, who
have a new home in Flodden Road, Camberwell.

Like father, like son

o

Reunited: Twenty-year-old Pte Thomas Jeffries,
right, of Bulford-based 2nd Battalion, The Light
Infantry, is reunited with his father, ex-soldier
Kevin, after appearing on the BBC TV series Sol-
diers To Be. Thomas had lost touch with his
father, a former warrant officer in the Royal
Artillery, after his parents divorced seven years
ago. Kevin, who discovered after the programme
was broadcast that Thomas was based just a few
miles from where he lived, had been unaware his
son had followed his footsteps into the Army.

IVAN, family pet of
Munster-based Cpl
Colin Binge, King's
Royal Hussars, was
the first Service dog to benefit from
Britain’s new rabies regulations.

He was due to return to the UK via the
Channel Tunnel on February 28, the first
day of a trial which will signal, for those
who can meet stringent requirements, the
end of the six-month quarantine peried so
unpopular with Army families based abroad.

Sennelager-based Army vet Capt
Stephen Butterton said RAVC staff had
been especially busy since Christmas
checking documentation of Army families
hoping to return to the UK with their pets.

“It should make life a lot easier for families
o

‘Going home is not so
terrible for Ivan

™

based here in Germany and | am confident
it will go well.”

He said Army vets had been busy doing
blood tests since August and had so far
processed more than 200 pets.

He emphasised the importance of pet
owners having the correct documentation,
including a signed declaration that their
animal was free of ticks and worms. If in
doubt, Army families in Germany should
first ring the Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Food Pets Helpline on 0044
(0)870 2411710; or visit their website at
www.maff.gov.uk/animalh/quarantine/ J

RGJ drafted in to
reinforce French

BRITISH troops deployed in
support of French KFOR
units stationed in the divided
city of Kosovska Mitrovica
returned fire when they were
targeted by snipers.

The French imposed a
curfew after several of their
soldiers had been injured in
sporadic violence and sniping
following an outbreak of
trouble in the Serb-dominat-
ed northern suburbs.

Albanians in the south of
the city had accused the
French of favouring Serb
inhabitants. Then two Serb
passengers on a UN refugee
bus were killed in a rocket attack, an
incident which sparked tit-for-tat
attacks on bars and hostelries.

At the request of the KFOR comman-
der, Warrior-mounted troops from B
Company, 2nd Battalion, The Royal
Green Jackets, supported by a platoon
from the Ist Battalion, The Royal Regi-
ment of Wales, were deployed to the
bridge which divides the two halves of
Mitrovica and carried out patrols on both
sides with their French counterparts.

On guard: A Green Jacket escorts distraught Kosovar
Albanians in Kosovska Mitrovica

Picture: Wendy Sumerell

Their arrival was seen as a break-
through by both ethnic groups, which
appear to have faith in the even-handed
approach adopted by British soldiers in
Kosovo. Greenjackets were cheered by
Albanians as they patrolled the streets.

Although the patrolling was fairly
routine, British troops came under fire
on a number of occasions and twice
returned fire. The 2 RG] reinforce-
ments were due to return to Pristina as
this edition went to press.

Last hurrah: A snow-covered Challenger 1 of the QDG patrols the Kosovo-Serbia
boundary. Now the Scots DG and their Challenger 2s have taken over Picture: Mike Weston

New Challenger
faces real thing

CHALLENGER 1, the British Army’s
main battle tank since 1983, has com-
pleted its final operational tour.

And its much-heralded replacement

Challenger 2 — has begun its first.

Challenger 1 saw its final tour out
with The Queen’s Dragoon Guards,
part of 19 Mechanised Brigade, based
at Podujevo in Kosovo. The QDG’s
battle tanks became a familiar sight
while patrolling up to the boundary
with Serbia.

Brigade assets included HQ and Sig-
nals, 5 Regiment RA, 38 Engineer Reg-
iment, the 1st Battalion, Roval Irish
Regiment, a squadron from 8 Regiment
RL.C, the Armoured Field Ambulance,
and other support units.

Relieving 19 Brigade at the end of last
month were units of 7 Armoured
Brigade, whose Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards were soon patrolling in their
new Challenger 2s, the famous red
Desert Rat brigade badge prominent on
their livery. Joining the Scots DG — the

IN BRIEF

® Defence Secretary Geoffrey Hoon and
his American opposite number, William
Cohen, have signed a declaration of
principles designed to improve defence
equipment and industrial co-operation
between the UK and the US.

® Prince Felipe de Borbon y Grecia, heir

to the Spanish throne, looked behind the
scenes at the Household Cavalry Mounted
Regiment's Hyde Park Barracks in London
last month.

@ Gurkha trainees welcomed Gen Sir
Sam Cowan, Commandant Brigade of
Gurkhas, to their purpose-built new home at
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Catterick last month for the
formal opening of the £7.5m
Bhanbhagta Gurung Block,
named after a Gurkha rifleman
who won the Victoria Cross in
1945. Training for Gurkha
soldiers recently moved to North Yorksh|re
from Church Crookham in Hampshire.

selection test at ATR Pirbright, Surrey.

first armoured regiment to be equipped
with Challenger 2 — were the 2nd Bat-
talion, The Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers, 31 Engineer Regiment, 19
Regiment RA and essential support ser-
vices.

Challenger 1, developed from the
Centurion-Chieftain line, was original-
ly planned for service with the Iranian
Army.

After the Iranian revolution, the pro-
ject was taken over by the British Army
and the Challenger 1, which went into
service in 1983, was the final result.

FINEST HOUR

Its finest hour arrived when the tanks
of 7 and 4 Brigades broke through to
Kuwait City during the Gulf War

Although the hull is based on its pre-
decessor, Challenger 2 boasts more
than 150 improvements, resulting in a
tank offering greatly enhanced reliabili-
ty, a totally redesigned turret, better
weapons and defence, and a new engine

management system.

® Richard Hendron, left,
from Ealing, is off to Africa
with the Army as one of its
Operation Kenya winners.
Richard, 19, is on his way
after answering questions
on the Army and passing a
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In the frame: Rfn Vinny Coupe of 2 RGJ is caught
in a shaft of dusty sunlight filtering into the ruins of

a Serbian church in the centre of Pristina, Kosovo.
Picture: Cpl Jon Molyneux

Who's a brave boy?

Don't medal with me: British Army tracker dog
Max, a six-year-old German shepherd, has been
awarded the Nato medal and a special citation for
service in Kosovo following a six-month tour of
duty in the Balkans. Also receiving a medal at
their base at Sennelager was Max’s handler, Cpl
Steve Edgeler, also pictured. Dog and handler
are members of 1 Defence Animal Support Unit.
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PeoPIe, places, events

SGT Callum McLeod, a
member of a scratch team
entered by Headquarters 145
(Home Counties) Brigade,
flambées a pan of mush-
rooms during Field 2000 at
Earls Court. The competi-
tion, involving the cream of
Service chefs in ten teams,
was staged during the inter-
national food and catering
Hotelympia 2000 exhibition.
Cooking on standard RAF
field catering equipment,
Service chefs produced a la
carte restaurant dishes
which were eaten by 100 fee-
paying customers.

The HQ 145 Bde team,
calling themselves the Roe-
bucks, took part at the last
minute after another entry
dropped out. Winners of the
competition were Catering
Support Regiment RLC from
Grantham. Other Army
entries included the Royal
Military Academy Sand-
| hurst, 47 Regiment RA, 4

General Support Regiment
RLC and 27 Transport Regi-
Lment RLC

Picture: Graeme Main

't forget . . . March 8 is Army No Smoking

Cyprus medics assist
Troodos crash victims

ARMY medics and firemen in Cyprus
were among the first emergency services
to arrive at the scene of a coach accident in
which six passengers died.

When Cpl Jim Harvey QARANC, the
duty medic, and a Defence Fire Services
(DFS) appliance under Leading Firefight-
er Costas Polycarpou reached the site of
the crash near Platres in the Troodos
Mountains they found casualties strewn
across the road over a distance of 100m.

The small coach, containing 36 people,
had come to rest on its side after colliding
with a concrete crash barrier and sliding

down the road. Working with civil emer-
gency services, they helped to extricate
casualties from the wreckage and rushed a
seriously injured casualty to hospital in
Limassol, 32km away.

As the light faded, thermal imaging
equipment carried on the DFS fire engine
was used to search the surrounding area
for missing passengers.

Medical teams at the Princess Mary
Hospital stood by to assist, as did 84
Squadron RAF at Akrotiri. Six passengers
died at the scene and three more were
badly hurt.

IN BRIEF

® David Roberts, who has held senior
posts in the Welsh Office and National Health
Service, will head the British Forces Germany
Health Service from April 3.

visited 7 Armoured Brigade at
Sennelager. They were
hosted by Maj Gen Reddy
Watt, Commander 1 (UK)
Armoured Division. The US
brigade is due to follow the
Desert Rats into Kosovo in
June and were eager to leam
how 7 Armd Bde were
preparing for the peace-
keeping deployment.

@ Soldier, in common with 97 per cent of
units in the MoD, has received Investors in
People accreditation.

® Senior US Army staff officers from the
\Friedberg-based 1st (US) Armoured Division
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Picture: Chris Fletcher

US plans major Korean
War 50th programme

A SERIES of major events to commem-
orate the 50th anniversary of the Korean
War is to be held in the United States,
starting with a national memorial day
concert on May 30 in Washington and
running on until July, 2003.

British veterans of the conflict who
fought with US troops or supported
them are invited to contact Clive Evans
at Downton House, Valley Road, Tarrant
Keynston, Blandford, Dorset DT11 9JE
(tel/fax 01258 455379) or Lt Col Fisher or
Lt Col King at the Department of
Defense, 50th Anniversary of the
Korean War Commemoration Commit-
tee, 1213 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Suite
702, Arlington, VA22202-4303 (tel (703)
604 0823; fax (703) 604 0833).

Dishing out medals

On a plate: The new occupants of Howe Bar-
racks on the outskirts of Canterbury paraded
to receive medals for service in Kosovo. Sol-
diers serving with the 1st Battalion, The Royal
Irish Regiment, then based at Catterick, spent
four months in the Balkans as part of the initial
Nato-led Kosovo Protection Force (KFOR)
under Lt Gen Sir Mike Jackson. The battalion
later moved south to Kent as part of the new
Colchester-based 16 (Air Assault) Brigade.

@ Australian part-time soldier
Maj Justin Bessell, left, is spending
a year with Leicester-based 222
Field Ambulance while working as
a surgeon at the city's general
hospital. He is hoping weekends
spent with 222’s combat ambulance
crews will prepare him for a tour of
duty with the Australian Army's 2
Field Hospital in East Timor next
year. Picture: Gareth Grifﬁ!hs/
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People, places, events

Great to be here: Soldiers from the 1 PWRR Corps of Pipes and Drums newly-arrived at
their barracks close to Salisbury Plain. From left to right are Drummers James Smith,
Jason Mancey-Jones, Malcolm Shotton, Neil Bromage, Stephen Tallon and Mark Stevens

PWRR battalions
link at Tidworth

BOTH Regular battalions of
The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment are based in Tid-
worth following the arrival in
Wiltshire of 650 soldiers of the
1st Battalion.

Previously based at Canter-
bury, | PWRR has moved to
the edge of Salisbury Plain on
a six-year posting. Its sister
battalion, the 2nd, has been
stationed at Tidworth for
more than 12 years.

The relocation coincides
with 1 PWRR equipping with
Warrior infantry fighting vehicles for the
first time. It is now preparing to deploy to
Kosovo in August for six months.

R

Real challe
Stephen Kilpatrick

Lt Col Stephen Kilpatrick,
CO 1 PWRR, said: “It is
going to be a real challenge
changing from the air-landed
role which we did for five
years with 5 Airborne Brigade
to the armoured infantry role.
It will probably take us four or
five months to get used to the
idea and think of ourselves as
an armoured battalion.

“We are delighted to be in
Tidworth and it is nice to
have everything on our
doorstep. The soldiers are
really looking forward to working with
Warrior and we have some time to prepare
before going to Kosovo.”

nge: Lt Col

Docklands alert
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Gently does it: Lt Andrew Clarke, right, of
101 (London) Engineer Regiment (EOD) (V)
measures the tail fin of a dummy unexploded
bomb in the Docklands area during Exercise
Make Safe. Territorial Army EOD officers
tackled bombs in several key locations in
and around the capital. Picture: Capt Jim Gallagher

Building bridges

m‘l" v | »

Driving force: German MP Sylvia Bonitz,
whose constituency is Hameln, is given a
driving lesson on an M3 bridging rig by Spr
Christopher Downey during a visit to
Hameln-based 28 Engineer Regiment. She
later manoeuvred the M3 on the River Weser.

® An appeal for relatives of a soldier who
died more than B0 years ago has been
launched by the MoD. It follows identification
of the remains of 22/1306 Pte George Nugent
of the 22nd Battalion (Tyneside Scottish),
Northumberland Fusiliers, who is believed to
have died on the first day of the Battle of the
Somme, July 1, 1916. His remains were found
near Lochnagar Crater, La Boiselle, France.

Nl

® Two thousand officers and soldiers of
The Parachute Regiment and senior mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who have served
with Airborne Forces since their inception in
1940 took part in a special service at St Paul's
Cathedral. The service combined a celebra-
tion of the 2,000th anniversary of the birth of
Christ with thanksgiving for the 60th anniver-
sary of Airborne Forces.

o

® To mark the millennium, 16th Regiment

RA, based in Woolwich, completed a 250-
mile run down the Meridian Line, starting at
Sand Le Mare, north of the Humber, where
the line first crosses the coast, and finishing in
Greenwich Park. The regiment raised nearly
£13,000 as a result of the event, with the
money going to Save the Children, cancer
research and military benevolent funds.

SOLDIER March 2000
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Night light: Capt
Ross Hunter,
right, prepares
to camp out on a
freezing night at
Fort Wainwright
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Colchester soldiers discover the hard way that
winter in Canadian Rockies focuses the mind

Report: Simon Smith
Pictures: Chris Fletcher

A HARDY band of Scottish troops have
put their winter warfare skills to the testin
temperatures of minus 32C in the shadow
of the Canadian Rockies.

Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, The
Roval Scots (The Royal Regiment) were
the first to sample Exercise Snowshoe, a
new six-week training package staged
throughout the province of Alberta.

Experts from the Canadian Army were

drafted in to teach 110 troops the special-
ist arts of surviving and fighting in
extreme winter weather. The troops, from
the battalion’s A Company, were taught
ski mountaineering and ski touring, how
to build improvised shelters and how to
tow toboggans.

Exercise Snowshoe was centred around
Camp Wainwright, but was rounded off
with a week of adventurous training in the
picturesque foothills of the Rockies.

Company commander Maj George
Lowder said the conditions proved a

tough test. “This type of

training was completely
new to us — we were the
first British troops to try
this exercise, so it was
a very steep learning
curve.

“But the enthusiasm
of the soldiers was
tremendous, because it
was so different from the
normal infantry training
we are used to. We had no
knowledge base to fall
back on, but I'm
impressed with how the
troops tackled the chal-
lenge.”

Snowshoe also proved
to be a learning experi-
ence for the Canadian
instructors, who had
never before been so
heavily involved in a
British exercise.

Sgt Kim Wyszynski
said the Colchester-based
troops seemed keen to
learn and adapted to the
conditions well.

“Learning to survive
in these temperatures is a
skill in itself,” he said. ©
Without the knowledge it

Ready for the off: First steps in cross-country skiing is impossible to fight

/]
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Snow road: Troops of 1 RS get to grips with milit§ cross-country skiing in Al

effectively. But they picked up the basics
and should now be able to fit in their
infantry skills around that to become effi-
cient in winter warfare.

FALLING OVER

“Skiing lessons were particularly enjoy-
able as we had the whole range of abilities.
There was plenty of falling over at first,
but overall everyone performed well.”

Despite the harsh conditions, Snow-
shoe got the thumbs up from the troops.
Sgt Stephen McGrory said: “I have some
experience of skiing but this training was

Mareh 2000 SOLDIER
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totally different. Overcoming the cold
made things so much more difficult, and
fighting in those conditions would be a
hard job. But winter warfare is an excel-
lent skill to have . . . I just hope I don’t
have to use it for real.”

Cpl Thomas Kellie said: “We began to
enjoy the exercise more as we gradually
got used to the cold. This was the first
time I had tried skiing and it’s a lot harder
than I thought.”

L.Cpl Barry Fraser, a battalion medic,
did not have to call on his skills. “Apart
from a couple of minor cold-related

SOLDIER March 2000

berta. They learned to live and fight in the very hostile environment

injuries, I had a relatively quiet time,” he
said.

In a message to other British Army
units lined up to tackle Snowshoe, Maj
Lowder said: “It is a super opportunity to
train junior commanders in low-level
leadership and command-and-control in
a testing environment.

“There is also a chance for the soldiers
to thoroughly enjoy all aspects of the exer-
cise, including adventure training and in-
country stand-down. It has considerable
value in terms of recruitment and reten-
tion.”

ol

Blowing hot and cold: Pte John Edmond, a
battalion piper, tries a tune at minus 32C
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Return to Ladysmith

-

WagongHill

A hundred years ago

| the Boers and the
British killed each
other at Ladysmith.
When 40 officers and
NCOs of the Devon
and Dorsets visited
the South African town
for the centenary, they
recelved a far more
friendly welcome

SOLDIER March 2000
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Report: Graham Bound
Pictures: Mike Weston

“DEVONS, can you do it?” Standing
atop Wagon Hill at one end of the forti-
fied ridge above Ladysmith, 40 of today’s
soldiers, the regimental descendants of
those who fought here, imagined the des-
peration with which that challenge had
been issued.

For almost 12 hours the exhausted
colonel of the Imperial Light Horse had
been leading his men, along with a small
number of Royal Engineers, Gordon
Highlanders, King’s Royal Rifles and
naval gunners, in a desperate attempt to
hold off a savage Boer attack.

Now 1 Devons had arrived, and, by
God, he needed them.

Most of the Boers had been driven off,
but 250 determined enemy were holding
the edge of the small plateau and it

. L]
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Lt Col Jon Watson, left, Col A J Jordaan,
centre, and Regimental Colonel Maj Gen
Bryan Dutton meet on the ground their
forebears once fought over 100 years ago

seemed they were about to take it. If they
did, they would pour fire down into
Ladysmith and, almost certainly, capture
the town.

“We’ll give it a go,” replied Lt Col
Park, commanding officer of the 1st Bat-
talion, The Devonshire Regiment, who
had speed-marched under the baking
sun from their own positions four miles
away. His words may sound like feigned
nonchalance, but looking at his ragged
troops, the colonel’s doubts must have
been all too real.

The action that followed was impetu-
ous, almost suicidal. A sudden change in
the weather, typical of the time of year
even today, gave the British the chance
they needed. Storm clouds suddenly
unleashed vicious hail, rain, thunder and
lightning. With the weather driving into
Boer faces, the troops had their chance

@ Turn fo Page 20
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® From Page 19
and Lt Col Park ordered an immediate
charge.

There had been no time for planning or
reconnaissance. Three companies of
Devons, 180 men (companies were small-
er in those days) simply charged at the
Boer positions, firing their Enfields and
with bayonets fixed.

The Boers, most of whom were from
the battle-tested and tough Harrismith
Commando, were only briefly hampered
by the weather, and quickly began pour-
ing accurate Mauser fire into the British.
Seventeen Devons fell dead and another
34 were injured, some to die later.

It may have been the sight of approach-

Sapper hero
of Wagon Hill

A SAPPER attached to 1 D and D had a special
rendezvous with history. Capt Peter Quaite, OC of
the Royal Engineer troop, visited the site above
Ladysmith where Lt Robert Digby-Jones RE won
a Victoria Cross.

Digby-Jones, who died from his wounds before
the fighting for the ridge above Ladysmith was

r

over, won his VC for repeat-
edly leading infantry attacks
which stopped Boers from
taking vital gun emplace-
ments.

Standing near the point
where Digby-Jones stop-
ped the rout, Capt Quaite
held his colleagues enthral-
led as he told the story of

Rendezvous with the engineer hero.
history: Capt

Peter Quaite RE : ¢
returned to a site  the gun pits had left their
of sapper glory

Infantrymen who were
helping the sappers to build

weapons some distance
away while they laboured

and were caught virtually defenceless when the
Boers began their night attack.

The British began a rapid retreat but Digby-
Jones had other ideas. Brandishing a pistol, he
ordered the men to recover their rifles and fight.
They did so and held the Boers off long enough
for reinforcements to arrive.

Digby-Jones led several similar desperate [
defences as the day wore on, finally meeting the |
charismatic leader of the Boer commando, De Vil- |
liers, in a fatal engagement. Truth is that no one |
knows exactly what happened, but many believe
that the two men shot each other dead.

ing bayonets which turned the tide — the
Boers had a particular abhorrence of cold
steel. Legend has it that one of their lead-
ers attempted to rally his men with a cry
of “Ti Got!” (To God!). This was met
with a negative response in Afrikaans,
roughly translated as “I’'m out of here!”

The Boers were pushed back, but those
on the flanks continued sniping at the
Devons. Desperate for supporting fire
from the nearby Imperial Light Horse, Lt
James Masterson dashed across the open
plateau to request it, despite being hit in
both legs. In so doing he won the regi-
ment’s first Victoria Cross.

When the fighting died down, there
were more than 400 Boer and British
bodies on the ridge, the dreadful residue
of a bloody day.

Standing on the stony, barren and sur-
prisingly small battlefield across which a
previous generation of men from their
towns and villages had charged, the visit-
ing officers and NCOs asked themselves
if they would have been able to do the
same. It was awe-inspiring.

HALF-STARVED

As the battlefield guides, 1 D and D’s
Maj Tim Saunders and local historian
Brian Kaighin, reminded them, the
Devons of 1900 were ragged, suffering
from disease and half-starved after three
months of siege. So great was their suffer-
ing that when, two months later, Lady-
smith was eventually relieved by Gen
Buller’s forces, the Devons were formally
granted “permission to collapse”.

WO2 Ian Baxter was amazed. “The
problems they had must have been terri-
ble,” he said.

A few hours later at the Devons’
Memorial, on one side of the battlefield,
the regimental Colours were unfurled. It
is an event which takes place before a
respectful regimental audience every
Wagon Hill Day, wherever the battalion is
serving, but this time there were several
unusual visitors: Boers from the old
enemy, the Harrismith Commando.

The Afrikaner commanding officer of
today’s commando — a reserve unit which
sees almost daily operational security ser-
vice — and his deputy stood to attention
and saluted the memory of British dead.

When Col A J Jordaan stepped forward
and laid a wreath at the foot of the memo-
rial, it was seen as a generous gesture from

the leader of a unit which still treasures a
Boer flag stained with Boer blood from
Wagon Hill.

That evening, during a combined offi-
cers’ and sergeants’ mess dinner at the
Royal Hotel in Ladysmith, the wounds of
Wagon Hill were healed.

Maj Gen Bryan Dutton, Colonel of the
British regiment, spoke first. “Poignancy
is,” he said, “an inadequate word for the
occasion.” He spoke of the forebears of
today’s Harrismith Commando present-
ing the Devons with a formidable task and
expressed an “abiding respect for those
Boer soldiers”.

“We have come to understand what
brave men did,” said the general. “They
fought with commitment and courage
and we pay respects to both sides.”
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Going home: With Ladysmith battle honours prent, the D and D colours returned to Wagon Hill

/

The feeling was mutual. “We see you as
brother soldiers,” said Col Jordaan. In a
gesture that touched the British soldiers
deeply, the Afrikaner added that in future
his regiment would honour the British
dead by laying a wreath at the Devons’
Memorial on January 6 each year.

“We will make this day an occasion
when we can think in peace of one anoth-
er,” said the colonel.

Reconciliation had not been on the
agenda when the D and D left Britain a
few days earlier, but it happened anyway.
The toast that night was simple and sin-
cere, crossing once-bitter boundaries. Gen
Dutton turned to his guests, then faced his
own men and said: “To brave men.” The
response was a blend of Afrikaans and
British accents: “To brave men.”

SOLDIER March 2000

Watering-hole for war reporters: Ladysmith’s historic Royal Hotel as it was in 1900

Siege hotel is venue
for a reconciliation

HEROIC hotels are part of the fabric
of any besieged city or town. During
the siege of Sarajevo, the world’s jour-
nalists and United Nations staff made
for the Holiday Inn. In Stanley during
the Falklands War, it was the Upland
Goose.

Back in 1900, when about 11,000
British and Imperial troops, the
Devons among them, held off the
Boers, Ladysmith’s Royal Hotel pro-
vided a little oasis of civilisation.
Teacups rattled from the shell fire but
the residents still dressed for dinner.

The Royal, opened in 1880, became
popular among the many war corre-
spondents. It was the perfect front-line
base. You could be out with the troops
in the morning and back in the lounge
having a spot of tiffin by four. When
Gen Redvers Buller broke through to
relieve the town, he, too, stayed there.

PERFECT SETTING

A hundred years on, the Royal was
the perfect setting for the Devonshire
and Dorset Regiment’s Wagon Hill
dinner; an historic event during which
the British soldiers met and made
friends with their one-time enemies.

But the D and Ds were lucky that
the hotel survived to the year 2000.
One corner of the building was blown
away by a shell from a Boer “Long
Tom?”, and in a fluke incident, a shell
entered through the corrugated iron
roof and bounced down the main

To brave men: Maj Gen Bryan Dutton
leads a toast to Boer and Brit heroes

staircase before exiting by the main
door and blowing the legs off one of
the town’s most eccentric residents, a
Dr Starke.

The physician, who had become
trapped in Ladysmith while visiting the
area to research a book on local birds,
died a little later. It is said that his last
words were “look after my cat”.

These days the Royal is little
changed. It is rather bigger and the
rooms have colour TVs, but the slight-
ly worn colonial atmosphere remains.

And Dr Starke is not forgotten. A
small brass plaque on the front
doorstep marks the spot where the
unfortunate medic met his destiny.
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THE DEVONS first came under Boer fire
about ten miles outside Ladysmith in the
days before the siege. Eight companies
had been ordered to “fix” the enemy, who
held two low hills dominating the railway
line and other approaches to Ladysmith.

Fought with the Manchester Regiment,
the Gordon Highlanders and the 5th Dra-
goons, the battle of Elandslaagte was swift
and successful, and for the Devons, at
least, virtually bloodless. It began in the
middle of the afternoon and was all over
by dusk.

The battle was notable for several rea-
sons. It was one of the first engagements in
which British soldiers broke from their
rigid tradition of advancing in close order.
Knowing that Boer marksmen were wait-
ing for just such an opportunity, the sol-
diers were ordered to advance in open
order, making use of what little cover was
available,

It was one of the last occasions when
cavalry used their lances in action. As the
Boers retreated, the 5th Dragoons were
ordered to attack. They charged among
the fleeing men, skewering many with
their lances.

The tactic seems barbaric now, but in
those days it was an accepted method of
fighting. Nevertheless, deploying the
lancers was a serious public relations
gaffe. The Boers were horrified and so was
much of the rest of the world. Sympathy
for the British cause suffered badly,

Standing at the memorial on top of the
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How would you have fought it? The regi-
mental descendants of 1 Devons ponder
the task that faced their forebears in 1899

s
DS

in those days seemed to have an aversion
to fighting in the dark, although later on,
during the siege, they would mount night
raids on Boer guns.

And there were other suggestions: indi-
rect fire, deception, infiltration, cut off the
lines of retreat . . .

—

Elandslaagte hills, the D and D’s CO, Lt
Col Jon Watson, asked his men how, with
the benefit of hindsight, they would have
taken the feature. “Do it at night,” came
the unanimous answer. It was true: troops

Never mind: they won, and they learned
lessons. Elandslaagte and the other battles
of the Boer War taught the Army much
about modern warfare — information that
would be put to use in the First World War.

NO ONE living today at
Elandslaagte can remember
the battle that took place
there. But one elderly man,
ex-Senator Charles Hender-
son, pictured right, knows all
about the impact that the
Boer invasion of Natal had
on his family.

“There will be no war,”
said Natal's President, but
Charles’s father did not
believe it. He rounded up his
cattle and drove them into
Ladysmith to sell.

He had hardly gone
before the German Legion
(a group of Boer sympathis-
ers) arrived on the farm. The
foreigners killed an ox, dug
up some vegetables, and

nearby.

/Memorie of Elandslaagte

were just about to eat when
a message arrived saying
that a train carrying whisky
and food had been captured

Alcohol seemed to dilute
the animosity, and that night

the German Legion, local
British farmers and workers
from the nearby coal mines,
drank and laughed into the
early hours. They sang each
other’s national anthems
and toasted Queen and
Kaiser. “It was a strange
occasion,” recalled Charles
Henderson. “A few days
later they were killing each
other.”

Charles’s father spent the
next few years fighting with
the British and endured
much of the siege in Lady-
smith.

“We repeated the party to
mark the 100th anniversary,”
Charles recalled. “But we
didn’t get quite so legless.”
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Feature

Instructors

Last year the Army
lost a quarter of its
recruits during basic
training. Now the
instructors are being
sent to trainer school

Report: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Graeme Main

EVERY soldier remembers basic
training, some more fondly than
others. Maj Peter Kennedy is
unlikely to forget his,

“My platoon sergeant
punched me for smiling and
knocked a tooth out. He
punched me just after the cor-
poral had hit me with his rifle
butt. I stood to attention.”

That parade ground as-
sault happened more than 20
years ago. It was wrong then and
it is wrong now, but it would be naive
to believe such incidents no longer
happened.

Beastings and physical abuse might be
rarer than central heating in Kosovo, but
it’s not what people join the Army for.
Such behaviour is ALWAYS totally unac-
ceptable. The Army admits problems
exist and is committed to doing some-
thing about them.

RIGHT AND WRONG

The Initial Training Group Instructor
School in Lichfield, Staffordshire, was set
up last year to train the soldiers who train
the recruits. The officer-in-charge has
first-hand experience of the right way and
the wrong way to treat soldiers-to-be.
Step forward Maj Kennedy.

Some regiments and corps, such as the
Guards, the Paras and the Royal Engi-
neers, already carried out their own
recruit instructor training, but this is the
first all-Army training camp for potential
recruit instructors.

“The vast majority of instructors train-
ing recruits are doing a very good job,”
said Maj Kennedy. “We want to make
them even better and more consistent. We
put considerable effort into helping stu-
dents who are struggling, just as wed
expect them to help recruits.”

Losmg recruits is an expensive bus:—

INITIAL TRAI
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ness. Last year 16,000 started basic train-
ing and about 12,000 completed the
course. Many of those who left were
“risk” candidates — young men and
women who were too immature, physical-
ly or mentally, to make it in uniform.
Others were of high quality but decided
Army life was just not for them.

From April initial selection will be even
more rigorous, weeding out the “risks” so
instructors can spend more time on the
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New deal Ma] Peter Kennedy,
above left, and WO1 Brian Pratt
greet potential instructors

Grid reference: Sgt Steve

Parsons, 1 Cheshire, left,
CSgt Robert Stoddart,

1 Hidrs, and SSgt Steve
MacLaren, RS, brush up
their map-reading skills

All together: Half-
way through the
five-mile training

run, right, at the end

of the course’s first
week. Potential
instructors need a
high level of fitness

stronger candidates. “Young people join
up with promises of a career that offers
education, adventure, challenge, excite-
ment, travel and comradeship,” said Maj
Kennedy. “We have got this incredible
organisation with a reputation of being
one of the best armies in the world. Yet
4,000 people left last year even before
they had finished their training.” Finding
out why and doing something about it is
the school’s job.

If a recruit quits after giving his best
shot, satisfied that the instructors were
firm but fair, he will do so with a positive
attitude. He might even give the Army
another go the following year.

“If on the other hand, he says ‘I was
beasted, I couldn’t do anything right, they
were negative and bloody awful, and [ am
not going to go back’, he probably won’t,”
said Maj Kennedy. “And the 20 people he
talks to will be put off joining.”

Lichfield is setting new standards in
instructor training. Feedback from the
school’s customers, five Army training
regiments and two junior entry colleges,
has been posmve

The key is something Maj Kennedy
calls “experiential learning”. It is best
summed up with the phrase: “Tell me
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I shall forget, show me and I will remem-
ber, let me do it and I will understand.”

What this means is that the instructors
go back to basics and are treated as if they
have just joined up. They live in recruit
accommodation, eat in the cookhouse
and march around camp. If they make
mistakes or are late on parade, they may
find themselves doing press-ups.

“We tell them that if they don’t like the
way they are being treated to think about
their recruits,” said Maj Kennedy. “We

ay: ‘If you don’t want to be awarded ten
press-ups and made to look stupid for a

SOLDIER March 2000

minor problem, then whenever a recruit
makes a mistake, don’t immediately think
of punishing him. There might be a good
reason for it. Think about how you would
feel in that position.””

It is the same thinking behind making
instructors do out-of-hours training. Out
of the blue they are given ten minutes’
drill in the dark. Instructors soon get the
message that unauthorised training tires
out the recruits.

Recently there have been several TV
programmes showing life in the raw for
recruits. The best-known, the BBC’s Sol-

Qualities needed
for ideal trainers

M Instructors should remember their
own training. Was there a particular
corporal who inspired them? That should
be the role model to follow.

W Similarly, if there was an instructor
who was remembered for being a
complete idiot, think what made him like
that and try to avoid the same mistakes.

but fair, but with no hint of friendliness.

B While instructors need to be
approachable, too much familiarity can
breed contempt. A balance must be
struck

|
M |t is important that instructors are firm '
|
|

B Instructors must be professional.
Their own standards must be very high at
all times.

B They must demand the right standard
of recruits — neither too high nor too low.

M Instructors need to be flexible, not in
the standards required but in how to
| achieve those standards.

B They must show a human face, so
recruits can go to them with problems,
believing that they will understand.

diers To Be, caused uproar when corporals
were filmed swearing at recruits.
That is an aspect of basic training that

has been jumped upon at Lichfield. “If

vou scream and shout at recruits they will
just think what a complete idiot you are
and switch off. And it switches their par-
ents off even more,” said Maj Kennedy.

“The policy is no gratuitous swearing,
although we accept that people do swear.
We swear because we passionately believe
in what we are doing and saving.

“We believe that is acceptable. Other-
wise some corporals could not open their
mouths at all. What we do say is, don’t
swear in every sentence.”

The instructor school is not about
making recruit-training soft. Students
who doubt that are soon convinced by the
pace of the five-mile run towards the end
of the first week.

Times change and with them the meth-
ods of moulding a new generation of sol-
diers. But it is the methods that have
changed, not the standards. The end
result is the same as it always has been . . .
the best-trained and most professional
Army in the world.

@® Soldier not to be - Pages 38-39
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Feature

Lex-Army rally team
revs up for the new
motoring season
and puts fun back
into driver training

Words: Anthony Stone
Pictures: Steve Dock

ARMY training should be fun, said
Lt Col Bob Birrell, executive secre-
tary of the British Army Motoring
Association, his wvoice almost
drowned out by the sound of excit-
ed engines.

Drivers and navigators compet-
ing for a place on the Lex-Army
rally team took his advice to heart and
had to fight hard not to break into wide
grins as they belted round the course at a
test track in Bagshot, Surrey.

“This is continuation advanced train-
ing for drivers and vehicle commanders,”
said Lt Col Birrell, who was
watching proceedings, as a
vehicle swung into a bend
with the force of a souped-
up Challenger.

“With the number of
operational tours going on,
there is reduced opportuni-
ty to train drivers and navi-
-gators at advanced level.
This sort of activity trains
people to think on their
feet.

“So many people go on
about the fact that training
should be fun. But how
much opportunity is there

poorly-maintained surfaces commonly
found in Bosnia and there was a similar
lack of street signs. Navigators have to
stay switched on, as a momentary lapse in
concentration could result in the ultimate
off-road experience.

Selected from the best,
the Lex-Army team com-
prises six crews chosen
from the three Services
who regularly take part in
the BAMA night-naviga-
tion exercise champi-
onships.

The 12 rounds of this are
held in the United King-
dom and Germany and
attract up to 120 vehicles.
The emphasis is on driving
and maintenance skills as
well as accurate navigation
over difficult terrain, all to a
controlled timescale.

L]

for real ‘fun training’ when
everyone is so busy?
“These are the sort of vehicles we go to
war in and these are the vehicles we train
in. We won’t be going to war in a rally car.”
Through safe and skilled driving and
cross-country events, the BAMA provides
4 competitive environment in which sol-
diers can extract the most from their vehi-
¢les. Conditions on the test track imitated
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Captain: Cpl Mark Simmons

The vehicles belong to
the crews’ own units and
are available for normal military duties.
They are mechanically identical, the 1.7-
tonne Land Rover Defender being pow-
ered by the standard diesel engine. The
only exceptions are the competition-
related safety modifications, such as the
roll-cage, harnesses, fire suppressant sys-
tems and intercoms that are necessary to

Drive time: Vehicles belong to their own units and are available between rounds for military duties

compete in the Lex-Army rally events.

Team manager, Maj Alan Paramore,

RLC, who as a driver dominated Army
rallying throughout the 1990s, said:
“What the Defenders may lack in outright
speed they more than compensate for in
reliability and stamina.”

The Lex-Army rally team is gearing up
for the first event of the season, the Vaux-
hall Rally of Wales, which is also the first
round of the Mobil One British Rally
Championships.

NEWCOMERS

In recent years the event has proved to
be a steep learning curve for the newcom-
ers. This year’s team captain, Cpl Mark
Simmons, from the Defence School of
Transport, Leconfield, finished last
season with a win on top of the world at
Rally Reykjavik and is hoping to continue
where he left off in Wales.

The squad is hoping for a repeat of last
season’s success which saw the team hon-
oured with Mobil Oil’s Best Turned-Out
Team Award in the British Open Rally
championship. To win this they saw off
challengers from professional manufac-
turers with million-pound budgets.

This year’s team will be just as classily
turned-out, the driving and navigation
just as professional. And, no doubt, the
fun factor will be just as high.




Key allowances

Disturbance Allowance

To help with incidental expenses
when you move on posting. Available
for moves from one home to another for
married and some single personnel.

A Top tip: Some singlies are entitled
if they live out . . . and it's worth £824.

House sale and purchase
refund of legal expenses

Aims to reimburse some of your legal
and associated costs of the combined
sale and purchase of a principal private
residence on posting.

A Top tip: Also applies to letting man-
agement fees, worth up to £5,000.

Boarding School Allowance (BSA)
Provides some of the funding to

assist with continuity of children’s edu-

cation at approved fee-paying schools.

School Children’s Visits (SCV)
To assist with travel costs associated
with visiting children away at school.

Longer Separated Service
Allowance (LSSA)

Provides some compensation for the
disadvantages of separation. Available
to married and single personnel.

A Top tip: If you have had LSSA for
more than 260 days in a two-year
period you will receive a recently-boost-
ed LSSA bonus of £1,000 and a further
£1,000 when you reach 365 days.

Married Unaccompanied

Service Allowance (MUSA)
Compensates for the disadvantages

of serving permanently outside the the-

atre in which your family lives (but

cannot be claimed concurrently with

LSSA, GYH(P) or GYH(D)).

Insurance Allowance

A refund of transit insurance costs for
your belongings when you move them
on an authorised move on posting or
detachment (including operations)
which does not attract Disturbance
Allowance.

Missed Meals Payment (MMP)

Claim if you pay food charges and for
duty reasons are unable to obtain a
meal from Service sources and have
paid to eat elsewhere.

A Top tip: You can claim up to £3.73
a day if you live in and miss meals for
duty reasons.

Refund of Food and
Accommodation (F&A) Charges

If you pay standard F&A charges and
are away on field conditions on ops,
exercises or adventurous training for
more than two days, your charges will

It's your money, so

use i
For one reason or
another soldiers are
failing to claim all the
allowances to which
they are entitled. It's
an omission which

can have a major
impact on the pocket

Report: John Elliott
Pictures: Steve Dock

SOLDIERS are turning their backs on mil-
lions of pounds worth of expenses to which
they are entitled, and the reason is a mix-
ture of ignorance and apathy.

For example, many young sol-
diers, it seems, simply do not
know that when they are
away from their duty station
for more than five hours and
are not provided with meals
they may claim a subsistence
allowance. Yet the Daily Rate
of Subsistence Allowance
means they can put in for
£4.25 (for over five
hours), rising to £9.30
if they are away for over
ten hours and £13.55
for more than 12
hours (if they had an
0700 start).

Some of what goes
unclaimed is down

SRR

There's more...

Daily Rate of Subsistence
Allowance (DRSA)

Payable when you are absent on duty
for more than five, ten or 12 hours from
your permanent duty station and are not
fed from Service sources.

A Top tip: If you are away for more
than five hours you can claim £4.25, ten
hours £9.30, 12 hours (before 0700)
£13.55.

; ! :

“This means curtains on a L

for my ballet appreciation course.” >"o0
S\ L i

...orlos

to soldiers not reckoning it is worth the
hassle of filling in forms, according to Maj
Leona Jones of HQ Land G1. “If someone
is away from base only occasionally they
may not bother to put in a claim. But it all
adds up. Some young soldiers are not fully
briefed on what they can claim.”

Her branch hopes to rectify that by
making sure every soldier and officer has
his or her own copy of a new pamphlet out-
lining the key allowances. And the message
is: If you don’t know, ask vour regimental
admin staff. They can provide details and
rates.

It is estimated that more than £30 mil-
lion — a staggering amount — is available via
Standard Learning Credits to Service men
and women taking external courses and
exams. Every one may claw back up to 80
per cent of course fees, up to a maximum of
£175 a year. Whether you are reading for
an Open University degree or going to
night school to learn how to become a part-
time aromatherapist, there are funds avail-
able to you. Yet Maj
Jones says only 2.6 per
cent of soldiers claim-
ed Standard Learning
Credits in 1999,

AVALANCHE
’ While many allow-

OF CLAIMG
PuTs

DEFENCE | ances are automatic,
MoTE ‘ those that are not attract
IN REp! an uneven response —

which means that some
soldiers are substan-
tially better off than others.
One, it seems, which causes
some confusion, is the (take
a deep breath) House Sale
and Purchase Refund
of Legal Expenses
allowance, which also

WY \
refund €

Nightly Rates of Subsistence
Allowance (NRSA)

Payable when you are absent on duty from
your permanent duty station overnight and
where Service accommodation is not provid-
ed for you.

A Top tip: If you have to stay overnight in a
hotel on duty you can claim Essential Expen-
diture (EE) and Personal Incidental Expens-
es (PIE) worth £20.20 a night in the UK. If
you don't claim, you lose it.
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applies to rentals, letting and management fees.

In London and the south of England particularly

that can leave a soldier seriously out of pocket. It
could be as much as £5,000. Not a sum for anyone
to dismiss lightly, unless of course their six numbers
had just come up on the National Lottery.

Then there’s the Insurance Allowance, which
reimburses a soldier up to £35 every time he insures
his equipment for a move (or operational deploy-
ment). At £35 each way, that works out at up to £70
a throw. According to Maj Jones, not a lot of people
know that.
® Vox pop - Page 78

Essential Expenditure (EE)

Payable in conjunction with NRSA for additional
costs incurred for every 24-hour period you are absent
from your permanent station within the UK.

Personal Incidental Expenses (PIE)
This can be claimed per night in addition to NRSA.

Mess Incidental Allowance (MIE)

This can be claimed per night for the first 30 nights
of detached duty in the UK when accommodated in a
mess or barracks. .
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Joanna passes

=,

go and collects

You own property: Cpl Joanna Jenkins
AGC(SPS) sold her home at Larkhill, where
she was involved in phase two training with
24 Battery RA, and bought a new property at
Calne, Wiltshire following a posting to RAF
Lyneham.
She immediately claimed Disturbance
Allowance, removals and a refund of
legal fees incurred over the sale of her
house and the new purchase, which
all added up to a very handy £5,000.

Cpl Jenkins, who makes a point of
knowing what allowances are avail-
able to her, said: “We should make
sure more people know exactly what
they are entitled to.”

She was delighted that her move did
not cost her a penny.

Andy takes credit
for being in touch

Hands on: Cpl Andy George RMP,
below, who works in the gym at the
Royal Military Police Training School at
Chichester, is doing a course in mas-
sage and hopes to specialise in sports
massage when he eventually leaves the
Army. He is doing the diploma course at
Chichester’s College of Arts, Science
and Technology. At the end of the ten-
month package he will emerge with a
professional qualification. Total cost of
the course was £156, of which the Army
paid £96 under the Standard Learning
Credits scheme.

COMPLETE
IDE TGO
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Residence to Place
of Duty (RPOD)

Daily travel expenses may
be refunded from your mili-
tary accommeodation to your
place of duty.

A Top tip: You can claim
6.4p a mile if you ride to work
on a bike. One happy squad-
die who does a few miles a
day claimed £40 in time for
Christmas. It all adds up.

Recompense in Lieu of
Relocation (RILOR)

Daily travel expenses may
be refunded from your private
accommodation to your place
of duty. Cannot be claimed if
you have received a refund of
legal fees for house pur-
chase.

Motor Mileage
Allowance (MMA)

Paid to assist with travel
costs when use of a private
vehicle is authorised on duty
journeys. Rates differ for duty
and leave travel.

A Top tip: You can claim
an extra 2p a mile for each
passenger on a duty journey.
Don't laugh, it quickly adds
up to quite a few pints-worth
if you take your mate to work
every day.

A A Top tip: You can claim
tax relief on the difference of
your MMA (20.6p a mile) and
the Inland Revenue-
approved allowance (63p a
mile) if you use your vehicle
for work or duty travel. You
may also be able to claim
some of your HP-car loan
back against your car.

Get-You-Home
(GYH) Allowance

Intended to help you to
travel to your family, duty sta-
tion or own home when
posted or detached away.

Standard Learning
Credits (SLC)

You are entitled to claim a
partial refund of any fees paid
to civilian bodies for educa-
tion or exams. Maximum
refund is 80 per cent of fees
up to a maximum £175 a
year. See also Page 10.

A Top tip: There is £30.6
million available and
unclaimed.

Over 37 Provision

If you are married, you
may opt to serve unaccompa-
nied at age 37 or over and
receive separation benefits.
This will affect your entitle-
ment to the Boarding School
Allowance,

N =




Cyprus tour starts well

Report and pictures: Peter Foster

SOLDIERS from the 1st Battalion, The
King’s Own Scottish Borderers have got
the sun on their backs for the first time in
a decade.

After ten years based at their UK home
in Edinburgh or in Northern
Ireland - they are now in
Cyprus.

Preparations and  training
came before deployment in the
form of team-building and exer-
cises. And the Jocks can look for-
ward to live-fire exercises In
Jordan and a short deployment
to the south Atlantic to keep the
regiment on its toes and in a
high state of readiness.

Now, several months into the
two-year posting, Episkopi Gar-
rison commander Col Anthony
Beattie is delighted with the way
the Scots have settled in.

“They came well aware of all the diffi-
culties the island has and they face a busy

Complimentary: Lt Col
Andrew Mackay, CO

After years of home service in the United Kingdom, the soldiers
of 1 KOSB are enjoying their challenging Mediterranean posting

tour,” he said. “So far they have met every
challenge head on. I have nothing but
admiration for them. They are excellent
ambassadors.”

Lt Col Andrew Mackay, CO 1 KOSB,
is equally complimentary about the work
and enthusiasm of his soldiers.

“The  regiment  has
earned a lot of respect from
local people,” he said. “It is
the first overseas posting for
many of the soldiers, but
they have done us proud.”

Lt Col Mackay said the
posting had the benefit of
bringing the soldiers closer
together. In Edinburgh they
would all disperse to their
homes at the end of the day,
while on tour they eat, live
and work together, making
for an improved under-
standing which is evident
when they are exercising or
training together.

Families are an important element of

the deployment and the KOSB has 231
to look after in Cyprus. They are soon to
move to new accommodation near the
garrison HQ.

But it is not all warm-weather work for
the soldiers, with three- and four-month
deployments successively for A and B
Companies to Mount Pleasant in the
Falklands.

The regiment, which dates from 1689
when it was known as the Edinburgh Reg-
iment, enjoys a proud history. It became
the KOSB in 1887.

It is said that an army is run by its
NCOs. During the Gallipoli landings in
April 1915 it came true for the KOSB
when the entire complement of officers
was killed in action.

Last words on the regiment and the
Cyprus posting come from Pre Kev
Lorimer.

“This is a great regiment,” he said.
“The opportunities are endless, but don’t
sit back and expect it all to happen. You
have to go out and grab them with both
hands. It’s what you want it to be.”

Allin a lather: Field hygiene by Piper
Michael Hogarth of the Pipes and Drums

John Foley take time out during their
cadre in the hills around Episkopi
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First post: Pte Dominic Taddei, a graduate of
the Army Foundation College at Harrogate,
on stag at the missile site at Troodos

i3 e o " 1 X N L 4
Land lubber: CSgt Derek Jewiss, platoon P A e - Watchiul: Pte Brian Renwick, B
commander assault pioneers, loves ’ ; Coy KOSB checks the perimeter
ﬁowtng but is not keen on the water of the missile site at Troodos
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CHARITY
BEGINS
AT HOME

1

Whatever you do
for good causes,
don’t forget to
support the one

close to home

| qt Fund
a Army Be,ﬁ:‘f,.ﬁ e

The Army Benevolent Fund
is your charity. It provides help to soldiers, ex-
soldiers and their families in need.

So, please, when you raise money for charities
remember those closest to you.

For more information please contact:

The Army Benevolent Fund
Dept SOL, 41 Queen's Gate, London SW7 5HR
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Power to the
platoon

Britain's spearhead
forces are to have a
potent, long-range
rifle described in
trials as ‘user-friendly’

Report: John Elliott
Pictures: Steve Dock

AFTER a worldwide trial in extreme con-
ditions, the Army has bought 90 Accuracy
International LL115A1 rifles which will
greatly extend the effectiveness of troops
on the ground beyond the range of their
SABO rifles and light-support weapons.

The long-range, large-calibre Super
Magnum, which fires a .338 round capa-
ble of disabling soft targets at a range of
1,500m, will be issued to Joint Rapid
Deployment Force spearhead units and
used at platoon level by the units’ best
shots.

[t is seen as a major asset immediately
available to the platoon commander who
finds himself requiring a tad more muscle
and who might otherwise have to call on
heavy armour or mortars for supporting
fire.

Although it has a single-shot bolt action
and is described by its makers as a
sniper rifle, the L115A1 is not
intended for the traditional lone
operator. It is more likely to be
used as a defensive weapon in sit-
uations in which indiscriminate
fire would be unacceptable.

In peacekeeping and stabilisa-
tion situations such as Kosovo
and the Balkans, where ground
patrols need to be sufficiently well
armed to protect themselves and
provide deterrence, mortar and
tank fire support is unlikely to be
appropriate.

“It a very fine rifle and we are
very pleased with it,” said Maj
Andrew Macdonald PWRR, of the Small
Arms Section at the Infantry Trials and
Development Unit, Warminster.

“It had to convince us that it had a 70
per cent chance of hitting the frontal
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Light 'n
easy: The
L115A1
with stock
detached,
below

aspect of a Land Rover at
1,500m - that’s seven out of
ten shots on target — and it will.
And there’s enough energy in
the round to do disabling
damage at that range.”

The new rifle, for which
ball, armour-piercing and
armour-piercing incendiary
rounds (the “flash” of which
indicates a hit at extreme
range) are available, has
demonstrated that it can pen-
etrate brickwork and steel plat-
ing to a depth of 30mm.

During  extensive  trials,
marksmen concentrated on a
battle range of 800m, man-
sized targets out to 1,200m and
vehicles at 1,500m.

Soldiers who have fired the
weapon describe it as “comfort-
able” and “user-friendly”. That
means, apparently, that the
beast delivers little of the shoul-
der-numbing recoil sometimes
associated with larger-calibre
rifles.

A Schmidt und Bender 3-
12x50 sniper telescope ensures
the L115A1 is accurate at very
long range while a sophisticated
Simrad 200 series night sight

Rock steady: Pte Neil McDonald, 1 BW, a
small arms trials assistant at the Infantry
Trials and Development Unit, shows off the
new L115A1 rifle from shoulder and bipod

British-made Accuracy International
Super Magnum emerged as the victor
after being pitted in a heated battle
against the French Hecate .5 calibre and
America’s Barrett .5 calibre.

Before the decision to buy it was made,
infantry teams led by the Warminster-
based Small Arms Section fired the com-
peting rifles in environments as different
as freezing Alaska (in temperatures down
to minus 30C), the baking desert sands of
Kuwait, Brunei’s steamy jungles and the
rolling and temperate, heather-covered
hills of Otterburn, Northumberland.

extends its use into the wee, small hours.
It can be fired from the shoulder or from
a steel bipod. The reinforced nylon stock,
designed for left- and right-hand shots,
folds away when on the move. The
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Feature

Want a motor, guv? The Land Vehicle Holding
Unit at Ashchurch has fields full of them

Report: Ray Routledge
Pictures: Steve Dock

WE’RE not talking Hertz here, but with
nearly 3,000 vehicles worth £65 million,
we could be. That’s the impressive inven-
tory of a temporary military unit based at
Ashchurch near Tewkesbury.

Although the Land Vehicle Holding
Unit (LVHU) was set up with a lifespan of
one year following the reformation of the
Territorial Army, its activities have
widened and it could now have a longer-
term future.

Established by the amalgamation of
629 and 944 Vehicle Troops of 6 and 9
Regiments RLC, the unit has 59 soldiers
who are guests on the site of the civilian-
run Defence Storage and Distribution
Agency.

Their job is to receive, inspect, main-
tain and issue TA surplus vehicles on
behalf of HQ Land Command and to run
a holding-point for vehicles in limbo
between the closing or re-tasking of Terri-
€r units,

“It was recognised that the reformation
of the TA would mean that some units
would disappear, others would be larger

or smaller and others formed,”said Capt
Chris Bowler, officer commanding.

Things have moved on, however. As
well as acting as a holding-point, the
LVHU does everything a vehicle special-
ist unit would do in a field depot, includ-
ing maintenance, preparation and repair.
Its staff ensure that all the vehicles they
issue are roadworthy, presentable and
possess a complete manifest of kit.

Although the receipt and issue of the
vehicles to and from TA units is under
way, the LVHU has found itself with
another customer.

URGENT |

“HQ Land Command call on the vehi-
cles here. They can be prepared quickly
and issued to a new unit to meet an urgent
need,” said Capt Bowler. “When the East
Timor deployment started we had a call
for a Wolf Land Rover to be delivered to
Lyneham at 0900 the following day.

“A vehicle was selected, worked on and
delivered on time and three days later
driven off a Hercules in northern Aus-
tralia.”

The unit also provided non-specialist
vehicles for the new Joint NBC Regiment

at Honington, meaning the IVHU was
not working to its primary task in supply-
ing a TA unit.

This new “strategic” role could poten-
tially extend the life of the LVHU indefi-
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Line up: LCpl Andy Keohane inspects the motor cycle park

nitely. As well as maintaining vehicles to
safety standards, the unit has a role in
keeping up appearances by internal and
external painting. Some wvehicles require
unusual communication systems and,
while the unit does not hold radios, it

ensures batteries and wiring harness-

es are up to spec.

“We have seen some outrageous

CHANGING the oil on a DROPS vehi-
cle can be a rather mucky business. In
fact, working in an inspection pit in any
garage has been known to attract the
odd smudge of grime on skin and
overalls. It goes with the territory.

So the Dirty Dozen is an accurately
descriptive title for the 12 REME spe-
cialists employed at the LVHU as full-
time reserve service (FTRS). WO1
(ASM) Mal Lockett reckons it is the
largest FTRS contingent anywhere in
| military service.

Tasked to refurbish 600 vehicles
during their tour year, the Dirty Dozen
has completed 450 so far. And they
are attempting to have some of their
number deployed to Split. “It would

Dirty dozen are happy
in their work

help them during
surges and give our
soldiers overseas
experience,” said
WO1 Lockett.

He is proud of the
efforts of his team.

“Turn-around
time in the unit is
fast. For instance,
we made a Foden recovery vehicle
available in three days,” he said. “Units
tend to come to us for items they can't
get through the usual system.

“Our operation is supposed to end in
the spring, but we don't know if itis to
be extended. We would all be happy to
stay on for an extra year.”

Prou: WO1
Mal Lockett

modifications,” revealed
Capt Bowler. “I saw a
soft-top Land Rover with
a hard top from another
vehicle inserted between
the superstructure of the
vehicle and the canvas so
that from the outside it looked like a soft-
top.

“Someone else inserted a metal sheet
behind the front two seats and the rear of
the vehicle, making a driver’s cab.”

Despite these anomalies, Capt Bowler
is grateful for the effort made by TA units
to prepare their vehicles before handing
them over,

Tighten up: Cfn Robert Manchester, above, puts an
expert spanner in the works

4]

Take your pick: Any colour you like as long as it's green

The LVHU itself could not function
without Terriers in the form of 12 TA
REME soldiers signed-on for a year as
full-time Regulars. “They are a valuable
asset,” said Capt Bowler. “If I didn’t have
them I would not have a fitter section.
They have mixed very well and are treated
like Regulars.”

The unit also also gets help from the
vehicle specialists of 142 Supply Squadron
(V) and 101 REME Bn (V).

In addition to its ubiquitous Land
Rovers — there are 650 of them in one field
alone — the unit’s manifest includes 75
tracked Sabre recce vehicles, Samaritans,
DROPS lorries, various trucks, medium-
wheeled tractors, hundreds of motor
cycles and other equipment. Each type
requires its own special attention.

SPECIAL CARE

The Sabres, for example, which are
awaiting conversion to diesel engines,
require special care to preserve the sights,
guns and turret mechanisms.

Every vehicle gets a regular check-over
to prevent it deteriorating.

During a visit to Ashchurch by Maj
Gen Peter Chambers, DCOS Land, Capt
Bowler explained that the unit was pro-
viding value for money.

“These vehicles are assets to the Army.
If they were allowed to deteriorate, their
value would drop dramatically, to the
extent that the Army might sell them off
and have to buy replacements. As long as
we can keep them in good condition we
are providing a valuable service.”

Hertz would approve.
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Free Internet |
for the Army

www.milnet.uk.net

Fed up with waiting for SL O W
connections? When you dial into
MilNetUK your call is terminated on a

modem in Telehouse in London, at the
very heart of the Internet.

Our service is tailor made for servicemen/women, there is no com-
pulsory sign up* — we do not wish to know your name and
address. (We know you are rightly nervous about giving your person-
al details to strangers.)

Our service is available to all members of the UK armed forces
(serving and retired), their families and friends.

MilNetUK can be used from home or from work.

If you need Internet software to get you started, complete the coupon
below. If not, read the small print below and get started on MilNetUK
today

Every subscriber will generate a donation to Service charities.

Every subscriber will have:
Unlimited Internet access
Unlimited e-mail addresses
Access to our helpline
Support for all modem standards, including ISDN
(64k and 128k)

“In order for you to have access to our helpline and for us to allocate
your free e-mail addresses, we must issue you with a customer num-

ber and password. You get these online at our website.

We can also register domain names, author websites and host them on

Our servers.

The small print. If you wish to use our system to connect to the Internet
straight away, please read the details below. If you need further assistance or
help, please send for our CD.

Our Access number is 0845-6389845. In Windows 95/98 Dial up Networking
you need to set the user name to "guest” (without the quotes) and password to
"guest” (also without the quotes). After connecting to the Intemut please visit
our website at http://www.milnet.uk.net mmgxmyw&mﬂ ' |
for further information (e.g. mail server address, etc.). i
On our web site are detailed instructions on how ms&t Ip y
up Networking. =
Remember, you can use our service for computers at 'mxk as |
{home and for every minute you are on line, a contribution m
will be made.
MilNet UK is a private limited company run by redndmﬁee _

Send to: MilNetUK, PO Box 4111, Blandford Camp, Dorset DT11 7YH

Please send me a free MilNetUK CD-

{11

is delighted with the successful launch of

MAGNUM Occupational
EN 347-1
and MAGNUM Safety
EN 345-1 ranges.

SATRA approved and fully compliant with
European footwear standards

Their ce performance features

include:

@ Full grain leather uppers
throughout.

® Slip, oil, acid and heat- resistant |

nitrile rubber sole (to 300%c) with |
heat and cold insulation from the |
ground.

@ Shock absorbing heel

® Optional steel toe cap system.

For a chance to experience unsurpassed comfort,
performance and styling in your black work boot,
email lisaa@hi-tecsports.com
confirming your contact details for MAGNUM'’s prize draw
offer. Alternatively fax on 01702 547947

ARMY v NAVY

——— Rugby Union———

Saturday 6 May 2000 at Twickenham
Kick off 2.45pm

Tickets

£12.50 adults, £5.00 children and OAPs
Discounts for families and schools

BOOKING HOTLINE
01252 334415

credit card facilities available

Willis

Sponsored by The Risk Practice

March 2000 SOLDIE!



From Westminster to Wapping

A monthly digest of what's being said in Parliament and the Press

Phone home:
call-back can
cut your costs

CALL-BACK services provid-
ed by telephone companies
can cut substantially the cost
of phoning home for soldiers
based overseas, Armed
Forces Minister John Spellar
said in a written answer.

He cited Belize (standard
£2 per minute cut to 41p);
Cyprus (33p, or 28p off-peak,
cut to 17p); and the Falklands
(99p, or 80p off-peak, cutto 59p on a limited ser-
vice basis).

New comms net 5 ;: A new com-
mumcahons system ior Kosovo and Bosnia
announced by Mr Spellar will relieve hard-
pressed UK signallers. The £20 million con-
tract with BAE Systems will free 260 Royal
Signals soldiers from Balkans commitments
by the end of this year. About 150 will return
from Bosnia and Kosovo and others preparing
for deployment will not need to go.

Expected to be in place by the autumn, the
new network will provide modern voice, data
and fax links within the UK-led Multinational
Divisions and back to the UK.

PVR: In 1999, Premature Voluntary Retirement
applications were received from 7,963 mem-
bers of the Regular Army. Normally, a quarter
of soldier PVR applications are withdrawn
subsequently.
Medical shor : Despite a current 42 per
cent shonfall in nursmg staff and 28 per cent in
doctors, the Defence Medical Services have
to date met all their operational commitments,
Government spokesman Lord Burlison said
last month.

Baroness Cox had asked whether the Ser-
vices were able to provide appropriate health-

care now and in the event
of future conflict. Among
those expressing concem
about the DMS in a 90-
minute debate were Fd
Marshals Lord Carver and
Lord Bramall.

Lord Burlison said that
retention of trained and
experienced personnel was
the main problem. Although
it would take time, measures were in
place to ensure high-quality medical sup-
port for the Armed Forces continued.

® On December 1, 1999 there were 174
accredited medical consultants in the regular
DMS against an operational requirement of 443.

king | r: Starting this summer, an
e-commerce system is set to revolutionise the
way the Ministry of Defence buys goods and
services. The Defence Electronic Commerce
Service (DECS) will handle logistics transac-
tions worth billions. New electronic messaging
systems, on-line catalogues of products and
automatic transactions will transform what is
now a largely paper-based system. For lower-
value items a corporate charge-card system
will enable card-holders to buy everything
from office stationery to vehicle parts.

i ts: In the 12 months up to
December 1, 1999, a total of 3,258 women
were recruited into the Armed Forces — 13 per
cent of the intake.

: The Government has rejected
Royal British Legion calls for a public inquiry
into Gulf veterans’ ilinesses.

: A total of 449 Non-Regular
Permanent Staff (NRPS) posts have been

Bulldog spirit: Taking their inspiration
from Churchill, veterans of the Suez Canal
Zone emergency in the early 1950s parade
in Parliament Square in the latest round of
their never-say-die campaign to achieve
medal recognition. Ollie Oliver, Pete
Newton, Tom Radford, Robin Thorne,
Chas Golder, David Powis, Cyril
Blackburn and Danny Newport filed off to
confer with MPs Andrew Bennett and
John Healey. On March 23 they are due to
meet Defence Under-Secretary Dr Lewis
Moonie, successor to Peter Kilfoyle, who
resigned in January. Picture: Steve Dock

removed from the Territorial Army as a result
of the Strategic Defence Review, the Armed
Forces Minister said. While some job-holders
are being found other posts, 321 NRPS had
been made redundant by February 1 at a cost
of about £8.8 million.

Catering for all: Worldwide supply of food to
the Armed Forces will be handled from April 1
by a new tri-Service Defence Catering Group
(DGC) based in Ensleigh, Bath, subject to
consultation with unions. More than half its 65
staff will be civilians.

and has led to an increase

® American armed forces,
still struggling to clarify their
policy on homosexuals, have
started mandatory courses in
“sensitivity training” to rid
their ranks of homophobic
harassment — an admission
that the existing policy of
“don’t ask, don't tell and don't
harass” is poorly understood. — The Times

® Scientists from the Royal Society are to
conduct an independent investigation into
the dangers of depleted uranium, amid grow-
ing evidence that use of the material in shells
Kand missiles is a cause of Gulf War syndrome

What the
papers say

in cancers among those in
close contact with the
weapons. — Independent

® The Armed Services
face a rebellion by the
normally ultra-loyal fami-
lies of Servicemen, who
say the Ministry of Defence has broken a
promise to refurbish their homes. A represen-
tative body also claims the MoD raided the
£470 million Service quarters upgrade fund,
set up under the previous government, to pay
for the Kosovo operation. — Independent on
Sunday

@ Former SAS soldiers are training sociaI\

security fraud investigators in surveillance
techniques as part of a Government move
against benefits cheats. — Daily Telegraph

® More than £1 million worth of French
frozen chickens have been ordered for Britain's
Armed Forces. The poultry will be served in
messes over the next year because they are
cheaper than UK produce. — Mail on Sunday

® The number of black and Asian soldiers
in the Household Division has soared, thanks
to a “zero tolerance” policy on racism. Sixty-
three ethnic soldiers now guard the Queen.
There were seven three years ago. — Sun
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My Army: 31LL7 3240

It wasn't to belor this soldier

Twenty years ago, a
young, opinionated
musician surprised
many of his mates
by joining the Army
Interview: Anthony Stone

UP to nine million people a week in
Britain tuned in to the second series of the
BBC1 documentary Soldiers To Be to
watch a platoon of new recruits slog their
way through basic training. It was grip-
ping stuff, helped by the fact that the pro-
gramme-makers found the perfect been-
there-done-that narrator to do the voice-
over.

Many will remember Billy Bragg for his
political campaigning in the late 1980s
when the singer popped up everywhere
and told us to vote Labour. More recent-
ly he has been heard guest-presenting
Johnny Walker’s Saturday show on Radio
2 and fronting TV music programmes.

Now 40, married and a father, he con-
tinues to make records that speak to the
heart and takes every opportunity to put
his political message across.

On the face of it, the idea of Billy Bragg
in an Army uniform is as about as likely as
David Beckham wearing a pair of M&S
Y-fronts. The story of how Bragg came to
enlist and his brief Army experience have
informed some of his best songs.

SUBCONSCIOUS VIBES

“I was working as a painter and decora-
tor in west London and every day on the
way to the tube walked past the Army
recruiting office,” he said. “Subcon-
sciously I was getting a bit of a vibe from
1 i

Billy was at a crossroads. He recalled
the advice of his careers master at school
in Barking, Essex. His job prospects, he
had been told, were not limitless. He was
sure he did not want to work at the Ford
plant in Dagenham, which to his mind left
only three options: the Army, Royal Navy
or the Royal Air Force.

“I think in the early 1980s the Army
was a great sponge for working-class lads
who did not feel they had many prospects
apart from going to work in the local fac-
tory or down a pit,” he said.

“I was standing on a stepladder getting
paint in my face and thought, ‘Sod this, I
am not doing this all my life’. I went into

Billy Bragg: “. . . it was down to me and another guy who would be the best recruit.”

the Army Careers and Information Office
in Acton and signed on.”

He told his recruiters he wished to drive
tanks and didn’t want to go to Northern
Ireland as he didn’t believe in what the
British Government was doing there.

So, at 23 — the oldest person in his
intake — the man who had once been a
punk rocker joined The Queen’s Royal
Irish Hussars. This chimed in with family
history as Billy’s father had been a tank
driver in India during the Second World
War — circumstances which also gave Billy
a love of Rudyard Kipling, whom his
father was fond of quoting.

The young soldier took his first steps

towards a career in the Royal Armoured
Corps. But it was not to be and he asked
for premature voluntary release at the end
of basic training.

“I twigged that it was not really for me.
A lot of guys left in that first week. The
sergeant said, “What you see in the first
week is not really the Army. Do the whole
thing and if you still want to leave at the
end of it I will sign your papers, no prob-
lem.’

“I took him at his word and worked my
hardest at everything, to the extent that it
was down to me and another guy who
would be best recruit. But it just was not
for me. I really had a go at it. That’s why I

L
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Why I joined up
“I did not join up out of the
blue. Reagan and Thatcher
had just been elected and
they were stoking up the
Cold War again. Tito had just
died, Solidarity was going
off. | read The Third World
War by Gen Sir John Hackett
and really thought it was
going to happen.

“Did | want to be sitting
on my arse in east London
when it went off, or did |
want to be sitting in my tank
on the West German plain?”

My intake

“I try my hardest to
remember what my
sergeant said and |
remember the guys | went
through basic training with.
They were a lovely bunch of
whom | have only good
memories. | saw them
turning from a spotty rabble
into a real crew.”

Homosexuality

“Homosexuality is obviously
different, but it is not
communicable, it's not as if
you can catch it by talking to
someone. Attitudes in the
Army lag behind attitudes in
society by ten to 15 years.”

was very concerned about setting the
right tone for Soldiers To Be.”

Janet Harris, the series co-producer,
explained the decision to ask Billy to do
the voice-over. “When we showed him the
rough cuts he really knew what these
voung men and women were going
through.

“I think the film reminded him of his
own experiences.”

Because it didn’t work out for Billy in
the Army, it would have been easy for him

_to have left with a chip on his shoulder.

“One of the things my sergeant said when
1 left was, “Whatever you do when you get
back to civvy street, don’t become anti-
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squaddie. Just remember these are just
ordinary guys.’

“You know, I have very strong political
beliefs but I have never allowed myself to
stereotype squaddies. I have always tried
to remember that.”

Billy’s inside-track meant he could spot
the recruits who were not going to make it
in Soldiers To Be.

“Some were clearly there because they
had run out of things to do, crashing
through various options like a cannonball
through a cornfield. It was clear that they
weren’t going to survive it. There were
clearly other guys who had gone in and it
changed their attitudes to life and moti-
vated them.”

While Billy was doing his basic training
it gradually ocurred to him what he really
wanted to do with his life and, in a way,
the Army helped him to achieve it.

“It was not having the opportunity to
play guitar, write songs and appear on
stage that made me realise what I really
wanted,” he said.

RAISED EYEBROWS

“I have never made a huge thing about
being in the Army but I thought from the
beginning of my musical career I should
be honest and let people know. It was dif-
ficult enough having admitted it to go and
play in Belfast, where it raised a few eye-
brows.

“I have always tried to stress that
people who join the Army don’t do so just
to kill people. They join for many different
reasons, and that is what I have tried to
make people understand.”

Since Billy’s day, the Army has under-
gone a sea change in attitudes to behav-
iour and discrimination, something he
welcomes.

“The Army is an over-macho profes-
sion by its nature. My experience was that
very few of the young men who I went
through basic training with had ever met
anyone who was gay and had no experi-
ence of gay culture. And it was the same
for people of colour.

“I am Billy Bragg and I have my own
personal agenda. My feeling about chang-
ing the world is to communicate to as
many people as I can my own ideas, which
is why it is important for me to talk to Sol-
dier. T realise that you don’t often inter-
view people from my point of view.

“My involvement with Soldiers To Be
will hopefully have drawn people in to
watch the programme and then perhaps
they will get a different perspective about
soldiers being ordinary lads and lasses.”

Brothers
N arms

BILLY'’S song Ténder Comrade exam-
ined the emotional bonding between
soldiers, which allows one to feel he
could die for another on the battlefield.

“There is a bonding there that is
much deeper between males than in
normal society,”
he said. “It has
nothing to do with
homosexuality. It
is a much deeper
experience than
you ever get in
civvy street.

“You look at old
soldiers, particu-
larly those who have been in combat,
and you understand that they have
such a deep bond.”

Tender Comrade
by Billy Bragg

What will you do when the war is over,
tender comrade?

When we lay down our weary guns,

When we return home to our wives and
families

And look into the eyes of our sons?

What will you say of the bond we had,
tender comrade?

Will you say that we were brave

As the shells fell all around us,

Or that we wept and cried for our mothers

And cursed our fathers

For forgetting that all men are brothers?

Will you say that we were heroes,

Or that fear of dying among strangers

Tore our innocence and false shame
away?

And from that moment on deep in my heart
| knew

That | would only give my life for love.

Brothers-in-arms in each other’s arms

Was the only time that | was not afraid.

What will you do when the war is over,
tender comrade,

When we cast off these khaki clothes and
go our separate ways?

What will you say of the bond we had,

Tender comrade?




Commitments

® Because of commitments the pace of life is
too busy.

@ Operational tours are great but we always
have to return to the same places. Bosnia was
good the first time but not the second and
third.

® The busy programme needs to be looked at
if we are to seriously address the retention
problem.

‘from the head of the Army

Click here for responses to some of the burning
issues which you've raised with the touring team

“ know this has become a major issue for a lot
of you — and also for our families, but of course
we must never forget the fact that we exist for
operations. That's why the country has an
army. But there is a balance to be struck and

) there must be sufficient time for other things,
such as courses, leave and sport.

“That's why we made large cuts in the
numbers deployed on operations such as in
Bosnia. In December it was also announced
that there would be improvements to the
Longer Separated Service Allowance (LSSA)
and the introduction of a lump sum for those
that are most heavily committed. I'm delighted
that we got this through. It is proper recogni-
tion of the excellent work we are doing.”

L1

listening
to you

SOME of you will have
already come into contact
with my newly-formed brief-
ing team. Its purpose is to get
round the Army and families,
to tell you how | see the Army

because the plaster is falling down and no
money is being spent on it.

@ Why do the Army and Royal Air Force
have different standards of accommodation?
® The accommodation is that bad that sol-
diers are only paying for fuel and lighting.

“| know how frustrating this is for many of
you. We are spending huge amounts on the

developing, to listen to your military estate but the annual bill for PROP-
: MAN (property management) alone is mas-

views and report them = @ sive.It's a constant battle but it's not all
directly back to me. i gloom.
The team has now com- i “We are ploughing millions into improving
sorliiog A the infrastructure and in building new bar-
pleted its first five-week tour racks in places like Aldershot and Tidworth.
and here are some of the The rebuild of Colch rrison will also
i i i dical difference. Now that we've
main points that it reported. | make a radical
i ot the ball rolling though, we must build u
have made it clear that deal- : g 4
ing with this feedback is to be

® An 18-year-old joining the Army
leaves at 40 but a 27-year-old leaves at
49. So what has age to do with serving
beyond 22 years?

® A career beyond 22 years would be
achievable for selective posts with built-
in checks and balances

this momentum. We can then start to close
the gap on the other two Services.”

gw?n the hlgheSt pt’IOI’Ity. ® Why release someone with all that
Action is already under way experience?
on some points, such as Y.

“l agree. This has concerned me

modernising the rules for
livers-in. Others will be
looked at once the team has
visited more places and | training exercises (OT
have heard from more of ____ the RegularArmy As
you. Table tasks and the mundane
: ks exercises at home.

.| am determined that we ® OTXs are good when placed
will see progress on as many into the programme in a joined-
of these issues as possible.

up way, not straight after Bosnia L \
f . . and Kosovo. y = iy
Soldier W‘"‘keef’ you .|nf0rrn- ® OTXs are fast becoming our Single soldiers’ I“GSW'ES \ ?[
ed of what is happening.

last chance of travel. They are
Bogen Wheeler

throughout my career. We lose too many
good people. There is, of course, a limit
> to what can be done. A large chunk of
Army jobs are for young people.
LU Ao R | Promotion blockages also need to be
| - . e 1 §| avoided. | am convinced, though, that
—— improvements are possible. In the short
term, greater continuance is the answer
—a 17 per cent increase last year. In the
longer term an overhaul of the soldier
career structure is required which is a
priority.”

® Why are we cancelling the
best things such as ¢ s

ei:lingI it off their chests: Soldiers con-
ide in & CBT member in Northern Ireland
] @ Handing over a married quarter
d is too stressful. The Army needs to
modernise its procedures.
® The Paderborn trial should now
be spread across the Army.

@ The use of contractors should be an option
but the standard must be monitored frequently.

great value, too.

® Why can't we have beer g our partners in the block when
married soldiers do as they wsh in their married quarters?
@ The Army is very Victorian about its approach to single

“A few OTXs were cancelled last
year, partly to relieve the pres-
sure on units, but this was a tem-

soldiers.

i “| absolutely agree. | am only surprised that
® A hotel doesn't pay for a TV licence in every room, so why

the present system has managed to survive

CBT's next tour dates

General Sir Roger Wheeler

GCB CBE ADC Gen
Chief of the General Staff
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porary measure. This year there
will be about 128 OTXs in 26

countries, including a new cold-
weather training exercise in

’ Wainwright, Canada (see Pages
14-15). The message, therefore,
is that OTXs are here to stay.”

do we?

“There will always be a need for rules when people are shar-
ing accommodation but we should avoid them becoming
overly restrictive or old-fashioned. | agree that we should
have a fresh look at this.

“Regarding TV licences, & good point. We will pursue the
licensing authorities to see if they will agree to the Army being
treated in the same way that it'treats hotels. In the meantime,
so that everyone knows exactly where they stand, the precise
rules will be explained to units;"

4
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4 this long! The procedures need to be mod-

ernised and the recent trial in Paderborn
points to the way we should be heading.

Because of its importance, this matter is being
dealt with at the tri-Service level and the Army
is pressing hard to get things moving and | am
determined that we will keep the pressure on.”

Mar 13-17: Southern England
Mar 20-24: Wales and Midlands
Mar 27-31: Northern Ireland

Apr 3-7: Scotland and Northern
England

Apr 10-14: Germany

CGS Briefing Team:

E mail: apt.mod @btinternet.com
Phone: Military 94261 5309
Civil 01276 417009
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“ALWAYS the finest quality” — the words
that appear on the armorial bearings of the
Wilkinson Sword Company — would also
make an appropriate motto for the military
recipients of the beautiful and much-cov-
eted objects which emerge from a factory
on an otherwise unexceptional industrial
estate in Acton, west London.

As ceremonial weapons fit to grace
Britain’s most splendid pageants, military
blades do not come cheap. An infantry
sword, by no means the most expensive,
costs £595, and a scabbard more than
£200.

Soldier photographer Steve Dock visited
the Wilkinson Sword-makers to see how

al shine: Eddie Byrne,
:zove, gives a blade that
special polished surface
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Semper Qualitas Suprema —
Always the Finest Quality —
but for military swords, what
else would you expect?

modern craftsmen engage in an art almost
as old as warfare.

For more that 200 years, the Wilkinson
Sword Company - originally its employees
were makers of guns — has been renowned
for craftsmanship. Indeed, it has held
Royal Warrants as gun or sword manufac-
turer to the Sovereign since 1804.

While millions of men know the compa-
ny more for the razor blades which glide
across pre-breakfast stubble every morn-
ing, the company continues to produce
highly-crafted ceremonial swords.

They are cherished by kings, princes and
military personnel across. the world. As
well as serving the UK, Wiikinson swords

[

are in demand in Australia, New Zealand,
the Oman and Brunei.

It is the only company to make swords to
MoD specifications. Sheffield high-carbon
steel, specially smelted and roll-forged to
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Cherished mementoes: Some of the superb blac

les to be found in the Wilkinson Sword museum

the company’s exacting standard is used.
Only the best will do.

Blades are rolled into the required thick-
ness and hand-ground to produce the
edging, pointing and exact size. They are
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formed hilt, pommel and blade

Nearly there: The intricately
are finally assembled, above

On parade: Tpr Simon Allwood
of 2 Troop, Blues and Royals,
right, shows off the ceremonial
blade in its appropriate setting

heat-treated, and at every stage
have to pass through stringent
tests to establish their integrity.

In the next process, they are polished to
mirror-smoothness before the customer’s
pattern and insignia is etched into each
blade with acid. The correct pattern of hilt
is fitted and each is given a unique serial
number.

Hilts are usually made from pressed and
formed steel.Often they have unusual pat-
terns to meet a customer’s particular
requirements. In the case of the British
Army this would require the regimental
crest and a mark of the sovereign.

Grips are hand-crafted, some in unusu-
al finishes such as shark skin, and bound

Craftsmen: Ray Humphries,
the painstaking process of
while Phil Black, above left, st

with gold- or silver-plated copper wire.

Precious stones and ornamentation are
sometimes fitted, while scabbard and scab-
bard mounts receive no less attention.

Itis a painstaking process which can take
anything up to 12 weeks. As you can see
from the evidence of these photographs, it
is ime well spent.

® For further in

above, undertakes
etching the blade,
arts forming the hilt
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I'm fed up
with it all

Cari Roberts answers your questions

it ing
depressed, just fed up.
Things are getting on
top of me, we've had a
lot of moves and my
husband has been away
alot. | feel I'm in a rut. —
Wife in UK

EplSkOpI

Cari replies: There’s a lot of information
and help for the clinically depressed but
not a lot for those who just feel a bit low,
yet feeling fed-up can become a habit.
You need to put something back into your
life that’s just for you. Forget the family
and do something you've always wanted
to do — exercise class or language lesson
anything which awakes an interest. If you
have to pay for a baby-sitter regard it as an
investment in your emotional well-being,
You can’t go on giving out love without
topping up your reserves of energy.

Our children go to a great

[ Dear Cari ]
B school and I'm happy with

the way they have settled. I'd like to help
them with the new maths but don’t want to
be seen as a fussy mother. Will their
teacher think I'm criticising if | go and ask
how | can help? — Mother, BFG

Cari replies: Teachers receive lots of
criticism but not much praise, so send
them a note telling them how happy you
and your children are with the school and
asking if you could get some advice on the
best way to support their work. Their
homework will have been tailored to their
needs, so don’t rush ahead. You could
help by making sure they have a quiet
place in which to complete homework.

Picture: Cpl Julie Bottrill, RAF

You might also consider volunteering to

help out in the school (but not, may I

suggest, in your children’s classes).

—

SRR

Firstin: Mrs Mandy Lewer and Buster were
among the first families to move into new
married quarters in Episkopi. She and her
husband, Sgt Frank Lewers of 259 Signal
Squadron, and children Shannon (8) and
Ryan (7) are delighted with their new home

years and it is going to be great.” Their
quarter is the first of 120 under construc-
tion on the estate. The first phase of 46
consists of four four-bedroom properties,
40 with three bedrooms and two designed
for families with special needs.

in Lion Village. “It's our seventh quarter
and it is so lovely. We will be here for 2/

Garrison Commander Col Anthony Beattie
handed Mrs Lewer the keys ... and a bouquet.

UK 1980 630854

This is a time of year when everyone has
a tendency to feel fed up. People will
often tell you to “take your mind off your-
self and do something for others”.

That's all very well but, if you're the
one who is constantly having to look
after others in the family, it'll just be one
more obligation.

In a recent interview Dr Anthony Clare,
the renowned psychiatrist, said one of
the keys to happiness was having a pas-
sion. If you've got the winter blues don’t Men’s Association 020 8590 1124
punish yourself, find something you've Confidential support lines:
always wanted to do. UK 0800 731 4880

If you've got a novel way of beating the Germany 0800 1827 395
blues, do let me know. CypI’US 080 91065

| Me? I'm off to tap-dancing classes. Bosnia 0800 731 4880
=i 4

(Useful numbers

Army Benevolent Fund 020 7591 2000
Army Families Advice Bureau 01722
436569

Army Welfare Service 01722 436565
Army Families Federation 01980 615525
British Limbless Ex-Service

Others

Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society
(Combat Stress) 020 8543 6333

Family Escort Service UK 020 7463 9249;
Germany JHQ Mil 2272 or 02161 472272
Gulf Families Association 0121 711 3028
Gulf Veterans Association 0191 230 1065
Joint Service Housing Advice

Office 01722 436575

National Gulf Veterans and

Families Association 01482 833812

4
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refused credit highlights an
issue familiar to the Army Fam-
ilies Federation. Credit refusal is
one of several disadvantages
families face because they follow
soldiers around.

Living overseas can affect your
entitlement to a lot of things —
credit, ISAs, state benefits — and
all because after one tax year
abroad Service families are con-
sidered to be not permanently
resident.

For instance, if you return from
Cyprus and start working in the
United Kingdom, you will receive
a billet doux from the Inland Revenue
asking why, as an alien, you are seeking
work in this country and just how long
you plan to stay. As there is no box
marked “Service spouse” to tick on this
charming form, the natural response of
most spouses is to get angry, not to men-
tion insulted.

But going overseas to support your
soldier in serving his/her country is not
viewed as any entitlement to retain your
residency in the UK. Nice one, e¢h?

The issue of residency is just one of
many AFF is now able to raise
with the Service Families Task
Force (SFTF), a creation of
the Strategic Defence Review.

This isn’t a bunch of spouses in

combat gear and cam cream -
though the thought does have a certain
appeal.

In fact, the task force consists of serv-
ing officers from all three Services and
MoD civil servants, and is headed by the
Armed Forces Minister, John Spellar.

Regulations that adversely affect us
are often drawn up by other Govern-
ment departments unaware of the prob-
lems caused by our moving around.

MRS Craddock’s letter to Sol- ——— =
dier (Mailbag, Feb) about being | & -

Sue Bonney is
Editor of the
Army Families
Journal, quarter-
ly magazine of
the Army Fami-
lies Federation

AFF and the other Service fam-
ilies associations raise such con-
cerns with task force members,
who then talk to their opposite
numbers in other departments.
The good news is they have had
some success in getting things
changed for our benefit. For
example, rules governing stu-
dent loans have been amended
and the schools admissions
Code of Practice now includes
direct references to the treat-
ment of Service families.
Great stuff — but there are
issues still to solve, including
schools admissions at recep-
tion class level, special needs
provision and credit refusals. There are
many pitfalls for Service families attempt-
ing to get credit: finance companies not
recognising BFPO addresses, families
moving to an address previously black-
listed, and being a “tenant” because you
live in Service housing.

In an interview for the spring edition
of Army Families Journal, John Spellar
told me he was keen to talk to finance
companies to put our case, and the task
force is looking into this. Perhaps there
will soon be better news for Mrs Crad-

dock.

In the meantime, AFF con-
tinues to raise your CONCerns,
inside and outside the Army.
/e’ve a new logo (left) and a

new-look magazine, but our job
remains the same, to change attitudes
and improve the quality of life for Ser-
vice families.

The spring 2000 edition of the fed-
eration’s journal for families is pub-
lished in mid-March and should
reach units by the end of the month.
There’s a free copy for every Army
Sfamily so make sure you get yours.

=y
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Regular Forces Employment Association
0207 321 2011

RBL's Legionline 0345 725 725
Samaritans 0345 90 90 90

Service Children’s Education 01980 618244
Services Cotswold Centre 01225 810358
SSAFA Forces Help 020 7403 8783
SSAFA Forces Help housing

advisory service 01722 436400

Veterans' Advice Unit 08456 020302

War Pensions Agency 01253 858 858
WRVS 01235 442940
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School of culture

CHILDREN aged three to 12 attending
the British Section of the AFCENT
International School at Brunssum, Hol-
Jand “grow in their international aware-
ness and understanding” through contact
with pupils and teachers from other coun-
tries, says an Ofsted report. Teaching is
said to be “often good, very good or excel-
lent”. The inspector said the school made
a very strong and distinctive contribution
to the pupils’ cultural development.

Your views
sought on
discipline bill

SERVICE personnel have been invited to
comment on the Armed Forces (Disci-
pline) Bill currently going through Parlia-
ment, which acknowledges that Service
personnel will need, and should have,
legal assistance and representation to
help ensure they are soundly advised and
their rights properly observed.

Main provisions of the Bill are to
increase the rights and protections of Ser-
vice personnel being interviewed by mili-
tary police; to provide an effective system
of releasing on bail those charged pend-
ing trial, or detaining them pending trial,
with the decision ultimately being made
by a judicial officer; and to provide a
system of appeals from decisions made
on commanding officers’ orders to a new
court set up for the purpose.

Forces Law, the Forces Legal Network,
which is hoping to reverse a proposal that
legal aid funding be withdrawn from
overseas personnel, can be contacted at
21A New Street, Salisbury SP1 2PH (tel
01722 340043).

@ The Guild of St Helena and SSAFA Forces
Help has organised two holidays for chil-
dren with disabilities and special needs, at
Fairthorne Manor, Southampton, from Aug 7-
11 and at the Calvert Trust, Kielder, Northum-
berland, from Aug 19-26. Service dependants
aged eight to 14 are eligible. Details from
Christine Pearce on 0171 463 9234 by May 12.

@ Clinical services at the Royal Hospital
Haslar are being integrated with those from
the Portsmouth Hospitals Trust and patients
who attend or have attended Haslar may in
future be treated by the trust. Service person-
nel medical records will remain within the
medical records department at Haslar.

@ The Royal British Legion's Gulf War Vet-
erans Branch, consisting of 200 veterans and
family members, has appealed to the Prime
Minister for an independent public inquiry into
Gulf War ilinesses.

@ Cable and Wireless donated 3,000 £5
phone cards to Service personnel in the Falk-
lands over the Christmas period, with a dis-
count on 1,500 more, resulting in 20 minutes
of free call-time for all deployed in the islands.

@® The Career Transition Partnership’s
new website was up and running from midnight
on March 1, a development the organisation
sees as a major breakthrough in communica-
tions for Service leavers. It offers many one-
click links to external websites ranging from
Service magazines and associations to search
engines and employment sites. Webmaster
Martyn Prince would welcome comments and

Icriticism. Visit it at
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Unsecured Personal Loans

arranged in total confidence.

Borrow from £500 to £1500

for any purpose

Funds Transferred Same Day

on receipt of your completed contract, 24 - 72 hour turnaround.

From 18.4% APR

on loans of £500 repaid over a maximum of 2 years,
with a repayment holiday & payment protection.

Fixed Repayments
by standing order or direct debit for easy budgeting.
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Repayment Holiday Available

pay not one penny for 60 days.

Lines Open 8am to 8pm Everyday

24 hour answer phone service outside these hours.

For example, take out a £1000 loan with payment protection* and don’t
y . repay a penny for 60 days. Then make one initial repayment of £116.65,
Britannic House followed by 11 payments of just £96.65. Total amount payable

Binbrook Business Centre £1,179.80, at 18.4% APR.

i *Optional.
BlI‘IbI’ODk For your security calls may be recorded.
Market Rasen Rates correct at time of printing.

Loans are only available to current serving members of the
LNB BHF British Armed Forces aged 18 or over.
Written quotations available on request.

WWWw.microloans.co.uk

A Division of Imperial Consolidated Financiers Ltd
Registered in England & Wales No. 3430855  Regulated Consumer Credit Licence No. 451201

Part of the Imperial Consolidated Group of Companies




World of wheels

Love it or hate it,
this bad, brazen,
easy-rider just

oozes character

THERE'S nothing subtle about a Harley
Davidson Sportster, writes Syd Taylor.
Thick-wristed heavy metal bristling with
macho appeal and a minimalist spirit
embodies the original concept of motor-
cycling.

Escapist and liberating, the Sportster
— first introduced in 1957 — is the quin-
tessential Harley to project a positive
aspect of freedom and independence
which is exactly the sort of image the
manufacturers intend: but to the typical
committed Harley rider, freedom and
independence aren’t just potent imagery
— they’re real.

Essentially, what sets a Harley Sport-
ster apart is its attitude, its promise, its
demeanour — intangibles that arouse,
invigorate and enliven far more than any
cold performance figures or specifications
will ever convey.

Devoid of glitz and baubles, the Sport-
ster’s brazen styling sets the ball rolling.
Even though it’s the entry-level Harley at
only £4,995, it’s a bad, black bike with
lots of character: a bike in which the V-
twin engine is dominant; not just visually,
but spiritually.

In contrast with some lithesome race
replicas with their Lester Pigott riding
positions and anodyne power packs, the
Harley Sportster Custom which I tested —
costing extra over the basic Sportster —
was a welcome change. It’s an easy bike to
ride with that comfy saddle, straight drag
bars with risers and laid-back riding posi-
tion coupled with forward Highway pegs
which take a little time to get used to.

Even when you have to make journeys
deep into the conurbation, negotiating
bottlenecks and taking in roads definitely
not on any Tourist Board recommended
route, the stable and manoeuvrable
Harley allows brisk progress.

You quickly appreciate the lack of
shoulder, arm and wrist tension that
accompanies a racier riding position and
you are rewarded with a relaxing ride. The
key to rapid progress on this Harley is to
sit back and make the most of the bike’s
low centre of gravity. Bimbling along
country lanes or ripping past lines of cars,
you're the archetypical Easy Rider.
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Harley-Davidson Spo

Engine: 883cc OHV V-twin (carburetter);
torque 65 Nm at 4100 rpm (standard
tune).

Transmission: five gears; final drive by
Kevlar reinforced belt.

Brakes: Single discs front and rear.

The Sportster’s 883cc Evolution V-twin
engine is a monumental piece of motorcy-
cling sculpture. Basic and simple in its
design and totally understressed, it’s easy
to see that this bullet-proof unit — with
maintenance-free hydraulic lifters — will
last forever.

Developing 50 BHP, it’s not overly
powerful, but the power spread is so
broad that you get steam train pull from
low revs to haul yvou up and away to
around 110 mph.You never need to over-
use the five-speed gearbox with its new
internals — which is a pity, since it’s now so
pleasant in operation and the whole trans-
mission is smooth and snatch-free, thanks
in part to the belt final drive.

For the 2000 model year, all Sportsters
use an up-graded crank with a pressed-in
crankpin for smoother running. Despite
the addition of a Screamin’ Eagle carb
and exhaust pipes to liberate maybe
another 12 bhp, the test bike proved to be
much smoother than other Evo-engined
Harleys I’ve used.

In fact it positively welcomed being
revved hard — but care must be exercised
when doing so. With those Screamin’
Eagle pipes the deep corrugated exhaust
note is enough to frighten the citizens of
suburbia and — when in the country —
send horses running in their fields.

Generally, the handling characteristics
are good, but of course it is foolish to start
drawing comparisons with the latest
offerings from Italy and Japan, because
that’s not what a Harley is all about.

BARE BONES

Frame and cycle parts are bare bones
and the suspension is set up for comfort.
There’s rock-steady straight-line perfor-
mance, but getting your line right through
the bends assumes a new importance on a
Harley — particularly when the roads are
wet — but you soon get used to it. Brakes
give plenty of feel and are powerful and
well modulated and for 2000 all bikes will
be equipped with new four-pot callipers
on the single discs.

When you ride a Harley Davidson
Sportster there’s no escaping the fact that
you’re riding something completely dif-
ferent: two minutes in the saddle will tell
you that. It’s a bike with a large disrespect
for sensible sterile motor-cycling that you
will either love or hate — but either way,
there’s no denying that it oozes character.
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Defiant Army
exits with all
guns blazing

THE Army’s fairy-tale with the Chal-
lenge Cup came to a painful but exhilarat-
ing end at Rochdale’s Spotland Stadium,
writes Steve Tranter.

A 66-6 scoreline flattered to deceive as
the Army went down with all guns blazing
in a tough and uncompromising third-
round tie.

With key players missing at hooker and
stand-off, the Army struggled to settle in
the early part of the game and after sus-
tained attacking from the home side,
Rochdale took the advantage.

Second row Chris McKinney went over
to score, with man-of-the-match Dane
Dorahay converting.

The Army came back when LCpl Steve
Fox (R Signals) converted a penalty.
Moments later the Army crossed the
Rochdale line for an easy try after a well-
worked move from the base of the scrum,
loose forward Sgt Dave Clark (R Signals)
gleefully accepting the ball from stand-off
Sgt Andy Sanger (RE).

That joy was short-lived, though, and
the Army were then put to the sword by a
rampant Rochdale side.

POSSESSION

Although the Army never gave up, the
Hornets scored five tries in a 25-minute
spell, which gave the visitors a mountain
to climb by half-time.

Tackling as though their lives depended
on it, the Army went out in determined
mood in the second-half. Led by captain
Sgt Wayne Braddock (R Signals), the Ser-
vicemen made Rochdale fight for every
bit of possession and ground.

It was a testament to the spirit of the
team that Rochdale fans stood and
applauded as the Army left the field.

The team enjoy a short break before the
season starts on March 29 with their first
match in defence of the Scottish Courage
Cup against the Civil Service. They are
also looking forward to defending the
Inter-Services Challenge Cup later on in
the season.

Players are emerging thick and fast in
pursuit of an Army shirt and the competi-
tion looks fierce as the squad seeks to
improve on what has been the most
exceptional year to date.

If you think you have got what it takes,
contact Capt Paul Wright on Harrogate
Mil 4359.

Some of them would
have you believe
they are older than
the mountains they
ski down. But Army
Alpiners are still No 1

DESPITE missing some of their
strongest competitors, the Army domi-
nated the Inter-Services Alpine ski cham-
pionships at St Moritz, Switzerland.

It gives a measure of the strength and
depth of the squad that the Army walked
away with the top prizes even though the
millennium had clurtered the fixture list
and the Inter-Services clashed with the
Army championships.

The men’s team was forced to pull four
veterans out of retirement for the compe-
tition.

A delighted team captain, Capt Sacha
Zvegintsov (AAC), said: “Four guys came
out of retirement to ski in the team. They
had not trained as much as we usually do
before this event, but they had vast expe-
rience.”

He paid tribute to head coach SSgt
Andy Brown (R Signals), the oldest man
in the team. “Andy put in a very good

result in the giant slalom. He was
first in the Army team in 1984
and has not skied in the squad
since 1997.

“WO2 Chris ‘Kipper’ Knight
(RLC) also did well coming out
of retirement.”

Zvegintsov, who skied for
Great Britian before joining the
Army, took second place in the
individual Army, Royal Navy
and RAF Challenge Cup with a
win in the slalom, two seconds
and a third.

Several of the veteran’s drew
attention to their advancing years
by hobbling on walking sticks to
collect their awards at the pre-
sentation ceremony.

There were no age problems
for the women’s team. The
squad which won the Wilkinson
Sword was young and relatively
inexperienced. Team captain

T

o

Capt Lucy Combes (RAMC)
said: “In my first year as captain, and
probably my last year in the team, it was
my aim to win. It is a dream come true.

“With five new members out of seven in
the squad we were lacking in experience,
but it turned out to be a particulalry
strong team.”

The event was given an international
flavour by the participation of skiers from

- Slippery customer: LCpl Adam Senior (2 Battalion REME), makes the downhill run look
easy during the 1 (UK) Armoured Division ski championships at Les Contamines Montjoie

e
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First: Lt Kate Simmonds (R Sigs) shows winning form in the giant slalom at the Inter-Services

Switzerland, Italy, Romania, Slovenia
and Australia. As in previous years the
British disabled ski team took part.

M Nine units represented by 40 skiers
and 24 snowboarders attended the Royal
Signals Alpine ski training camp and
championships at Zell am See, Austria.

Cpl Tony Orange (16 Signal Regt) won
the men’s Alpine combination title, Lt
Fiona Stewart (14 Signal Regt(EW)) won
the women'’s Alpine combination title and
16 Signal Regt won all the team awards.

LCpl Ross Pierson took the honours in
the snowboarding — the first time the
event had been including in the camp.

B The Army snowboarding champi-
onships at Neustift in Austria, sponsored
by Eastern Motor Company, saw 80 sol-
diers take part from Germany and UK.
The competition followed the Inter-Ser-
vices, during which the Army team was
beaten into third place. Cpl Wayne Dyche
(Army Apprentice College) was named
bestindividual and Cpl Andrew Moore (4
Field Ambulance) finished fifth.

Dyche retained his title, with Cpl Ross
Pierson (21 Sig Regt) gliding into second
and Cpl Gareth Reid (RMP) third.

B The snow was hard and fast for the 1
(UK) Armoured Division ski champi-
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onships at Les Contamines Montjoie in
France. Skiers from 35 Engr Regt and 1
GS Regt RLC were expected to fight it
out for the top spot but they did not bank
on the Scots Dragoon Guards, who were
in excellent form.

In the end, first place went to the log-
gies in both team and individual events,
with Capt Ian Large taking the trophy for
the best individual skier.

There were some real stars in the
novices too, notably Pte Geoffrey Jarvis (1
RRW).

Skiers from 1 (UK) Armd Div, by far
the strongest Nordic division, supplied 13
teams for the Army championships, com-
pared to a total of just 11 teams from the
other four divisions.

The top spots were dominated by 1 GS
Regt RLC, closely followed by 35 Engr
Regt, with a late attack by QRH. Cpl
Mark Walker (1 GS Regt) won both indi-
vidual races.

Also competing was Pte Lee Jackson (1
GH), who has already represented his
country at Europa Cup races this season,
and looks likely to be selected to represent
Great Britain in the junior world biathlon
championships at Hochfilzen, Austria,
later this month.

Football final No 100

THE 100th major units Army Cup Final
takes place on Wednesday, April 26 at
the Military Stadium, Aldershot. As Sol-
dier went to press, 23 teams were battling
for a place.

B THE Army and Civil Service put on
a superb spectacle at Chiswick as the
civilians retained the Civil Service
Trophy with a slightly flattering 3-1
scoreline.

M DESPITE having a two-goal advan-
tage, the Combined Services surren-
dered their lead against the Ryman
League at Basingstoke Town’s Camrose
Ground. The 2-2 scoreline was a fair
reflection on the 90 minutes and halted
the Army’s run of five consecutive
defeats at the hands of the league.

B A Football Association XI's semi-
professionals proved more than an ade-
quate test for a weakened Combined
Services side at Worcester City Football
Club, where they triumphed 3-0.

M SUSSEX handed out a 5-0 drub-
bing to the Army at the Military Stadi-
um, Aldershot, a result which meant the
home side relinquished their grip on the
South West Counties championship
trophy.

It's a first for charity

OCDT Jenny Hands is running the Flora
London Marathon for the Army Benevo-
lent Fund and is hoping readers will
sponsor her. Despite never having run a
marathon before, she hopes to raise
about £800. Ocdt Hands can be emailed
at hands.j.a@rmcs.cranfield.ac.uk

Triathletes go for glory

SSGT Dave But-
ters (SEME) and
Sgt Sonia Hurst
(APTC), pictured,
have qualified for
the International
Triathlon Union
world age group
championships in
Perth, Australia
next month.

The superfit ath-
letes, both based at
SEME Bordon,
hope for glory in
the gruelling event
which requires
excellence in swim-
ming, cycling and
running. Hurst has been the Army
women’s champion for the past six years
and was second in the Inter-Services.




Sport

Making a fist of it

MEMBERS of the Army Martial Arts
Association struck success when they
took part in the Gakushuin international
karate championships at Bielefeld, Ger-
many, hosted by
7 Transport Regi-
ment RLC.

The champi-
onships were
open to Army
and civilian clubs
in Germany and
assessed competi-
tors on their tech-
nical skills (kata)
and fighting abili-
ty (kumite).

The British
Army squad
managed a clean
sweep at senior
level with Cpl
Tony Cashmore
(RE) winning the
senior kata and

kumite events
and the squad
taking the team
kumite title.

Say argh! Sgt Sal
Webster, left, takes
on LCpl Andy Jeffrey

Swimmers make waves

EIGHTEEN members of the Army
swimming squad plunged into a two-
week training camp in Episkopi Garrison
and sunk the hopes of the Cyprus-based
Army team when they took them on in a
competition.

The mixed squad was coached daily
for four, hours by Mrs Rosa Gallop and
team manager WO1 (Cdr) Jay Roberts
(RLLC) and covered a distance of more
than 50km in the water.

Sea change: ATpr Anne Canham, left, LCpl
Naomi Wilson and Cfn Helen Livingstone
take time out during training in Cyprus

Hockey to the corps

CURRENT holders of the Inter-Corps
(Germany) hockey tournament, REME,
are organising this year’s event which
takes place over three days from March 6
at Osnabrtick.

BOXING

When | and 2 Para
stepped into the ring,
there was more than
boxing skill on display

NO wonder boxing comes in for so much
stick. In the middle of the panto season,
Manchester staged its own farce when
Tyson demolished Julius Francis inside
two rounds, writes Anthony Stone.

It was far too one-sided to be dignified
with the tag “boxing match”. This was
more a case of legalised GBH, with pun-
ters paying top dollar to see what happens
when a hungry fighter hears the dinner
bell.

The “action” had nothing to do with
sport and everything to do with pay-per-
view revenue and advertising. It was obvi-
ous after the first exchange who would
come out on top, but the ref felt duty-
bound to let the beating continue until
Francis was knocked semi-conscious.

Not surprisingly, anyone fed such a diet
of dross would see little worth preserving
in boxing. But if, on the other hand, they
had been in Aldershot just five nights ear-
lier, they could have seen a real boxing
contest which showcased the very best
qualities of the sport.

DECORUM

The occasion was the quarter-finals of
the grade three novice inter-unit boxing
competition between the 1st and 2nd Bat-
talions of The Parachute Regiment.

Talk about a local derby; more than
1,000 people crammed into Maida Gym
to see an extremely close contest which
went down to the wire. Even though it was
an incredibly intense occasion, the boxers
conducted themselves with the sort of
decorum that would have earned the Mar-
quess of Queensberry a dukedom.

Quite obviously the boxers had come to
fight. Personal and regimental honour
were at stake and everyone gave their
heart and soul. The commitment was 100
per cent, but not at the expense of some
classy boxing, especially at the lighter
weights.

A high standard of refereeing protected
the boxers from unnecessary punishment
while keeping the action flowing at a furi-
ous pace. It was always aggressive but
never vicious. This cauldron of a contest

Picture: Graeme Main

Close quarters: Pte Darren Bushbye, right,
on his way to a win over Pte Billy Hickman

was brought to boiling point by the noise
of the crowd. Hundreds of pairs of lungs
tried to raise the roof by shouting, cheer-
ing, clapping and stomping.

There was, of course, no hint of
unsporting behaviour from the smartly
turned-out paras, who could have taught
the fans at Wimbledon’s centre court a
thing or two about etiquette. When the
master of ceremonies, the RSM, blew his
whistle for silence, you could have heard a
gumshield drop.

CONGRATULATIONS

After every bout the winners and losers
went to the opposite corner to congratu-
late their opponent. This was sport at its
purest. What stuck in the mind was not
the winning, and certainly not the taking
apart.

It was the fact that these soldiers came
together, gave their all, and produced an
occasion with more magic than a dozen
professional contests. When Tyson beat
Francis it was a narrow decision as to who
was the biggest loser. Tyson, Francis or
the punters.

In Aldershot, everyone went home
from the Maida Gym feeling like a winner.

March 2000 SOLDIER

Bubbles’s hopes

burst

A CRUNCHING right hook thrown by
Sgt Chris Oakes of 2 Para in the third
round of his heavyweight contest against
Pte James “Bubbles” Rutherford changed
the course of the evening. Trailing by
three bouts to four, the 2nd Bartalion
could not afford another defeat, and
Rutherford had fought back from a stand-
ing count in the first round to threaten
just that.

QOakes looked the stronger but was frus-
trated by the 1 Para man’s straighter
punches, which earned him the second
round and had him shading the third until
that devastating hook left the referee no
option but to stop the contest,

It was a terrific comeback by 2 Para,
who needed to win the last three bouts to
progress to a semi-final reckoning against
Northern Ireland-based 1 R Anglian.

Pte Danny Field duly made it 5-4 with
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by Oakes

a unanimous points decision in a frantic
deciding welterweight contest.

Bantamweights Ptes Keith Gibson (2
Para) and Pte Andrew Martin set the tone
for the evening with a pulsating contest
which could have gone either way. Gibson
got the nod on a narrow majority deci-
sion, and with it the best boxer award.
Martin’s consolation was the best runner-
up prize, presented to him in the ring by
British heavyweight champion Julius
Francis.

Other results (1 Para names first): Feather-
weight — Pte A Bonnamy beat Pte L Easton, pts,
u; light — Pte N Brett lost to Pte J Greaves, pts,
u; light-welter — Pte D Bushbye beat Pte B Hick-
man, pts, u; light-middle — Pte C McCash beat
Pte P Shacklady, pts, m; middle — Pte W Snow
beat LCpl G Smurthwaite, pts, m; light-heavy,
Pte N Connolly lost to Pte S Loates, rsc 1; welter
- Pte E Raymond lost to Pte D Field, pts, u.

Basketball bonanza

A TEAM from HQ ARRC/Sp Bn won
the British Army (Germany) women’s
inter-unit basketball championships at
JHQ. They beat 1 (UK) Armoured Divi-
sion and Signal Regiment 17-3 and are
looking forward to this month’s Army
championships in Grantham.

Slashers cut a dash
BATTALION rugby bounced back with
a vengeance following a lay-off due to
operational commitments, when The
Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and
Wiltshire Regiment took a squad of 30
on a tour of South Africa.

The Slashers played four hard games,
winning two and losing two. The trip
culminated in a 21-12 victory over Cape
Town'’s oldest club, Hamiltons RFC.

still taking the strain
TUG-OF-WAR inter-
national Maj Keith
Layton (RAMC) 1s
still taking the strain
27 years after picking
up the sport.

In the winter season
he trains with British
Aircraft Corporation,
one of the leading
English indoor teams.
The club’s main
weight class is 680kg,
in which they are
English, United King-

dom and world
champions, and the squad is now in
training to defend the titles.

Saddle up for Crimea

FRIENDS of Russian Children, a UK-
based charity formed in 1993 to ease the
plight of badly burned children in
Russia, is looking for 50 adventurers to
cycle 300km through the hills and
former battlefields of the Crimea along
the Black Sea coast. The event takes
place from October 4-12 and Emma has
more details on 01303 261 300.

This is not a wind-up

FANCY trekking across 100km of the
Namib Desert in Namibia for the Mines
Advisory Group charity? If you do, you
will share the experience with clockwork
radio inventor Trevor Baylis and actress
Amanda Redman. Find out more by
contacting The Big Event Company, 31
Morris Road, Lewes, East Sussex BN7
2AT. Telephone 01273 480048 or e-mail
bigeco@aol.com
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leisurewear

HEAVYWEIGHT KHAKI
T-SHIRT
EMBROIDERED FROM £4.70

NO SET-UP
OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE

111 HUBERT ROAD
SELLY OAK
BIRMINGHAM

B29 6ET

TEL: +44 (0) 121 472 5300
FAX: +44 (0) 121 472 8017

E-MAIL:peter@rsfarmah.freeserve.co.uk

Pre-approved car
finance for all se

Over 100 cars to choose from
All pnbular makes & models
From 14.9% APR

No deposit necessary

Finance to suit your budget

0800
5424885

Part of Imperial Consolidated Financiers Lid

ICV, 95 Eleanor Street, Grimsby, N. E. Lincolnshire DN32 8AF
Registered in England & Wales No. 3430855

Consumer Credit Licence No. 451201

A Member of The Imperial Consolidated Group of Companies

*Finance only available fo current serving members o
For example purchase a Ford Mondeo, cash price £
one initial payment of £231.40 followed by 46 pa)

Suppliers and
manufacturers of
specialist
SPORTS STRIPS.

® RUGBY @ HOCKEY
® SOCCER @ NETBALL
® CRICKET
® TUG-OF-WAR
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Souapron

@ SWEATERS @ SWEATSHIRTS
® T-SHIRTS @ POLO SHIRTS
® SKI HATS @ BASEBALL CAPS
@ TIES ® BLAZER BADGES
® SPORTS BAGS @ POLAR FLEECE
@ TRAINING TOPS/TROUSERS
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Sport

CROSS-COUNTRY

Shepherd delighted
with performance
after altitude training

ONE of the strongest fields for years pro-
duced outstanding performances at the
Army team and individual cross-country
championships at Deepcut.

Right from the start LCpl Sophie
Morris (R Sigs), fresh from altitude train-
ing in South Africa with the Army team,
posted her intent by forging an unassail-
able lead. She won the six-kilometre
women’s race by 150 metres.

The strength of world veteran half-
marathon champion Capt Lynn Higgs
(APTC) told on the hills as she sec-
ured the runner-up slot ahead of last
vear's champion,
and this
bronze medallist,
LCpl Nicky Dean.

The Army wo-
men have a formi-
dable outfit for
their defence of the
Inter-Services title
on the same course
on March 3.

Team honours
were won by 11
Signal Regiment,
with Aldershot
Garrison and
RMAS filling the
minor places.

The men’s race
was run over 9.6
km, with last year's
champion, Cpl
Alan Shepherd
(RAMC), domi-
nating from the
start and winning
bv 53 seconds.

After his third consecutive Army cross-
country title, Shepherd said: “I'm really
pleased, I love this event and can't wait for
the Inter-Services. Altitude training cer-
tainly works for me.”

LBdr Joe Foreshew (RHA) reproduced
form similar to his pre-Army England
junior years by stretching his long legs
on the flat for an 11-second advantage
over third-placed SSgt Craig McBurney
(1 LIy

The only man in the field able to give
Shepherd a race was England representa-

year's

Uphill battle:
LCpl Sophie Morris
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Pictures: Mike Weston

High life pays off

Chase is on: More than 450 athletes in one of the strongest fields for years set out

tive Sgt Andy Arrand (RLC), who was
nursing a bad back and ran tentatively to
finish a “mere 4th”.

Most improved athlete during the last
12 months was Sgt Rod Leach (APTC).
He astonished all in South Africa with
his 100-miles-a-week schedule and im-
pressed with holding second place for a
large part of the race. He eventually fin-
ished seventh, a tantalising 23 seconds
outside the medals.

Other individual honours went to out-
standing prospect Sig Tom Grady (R
Sigs) in the junior category and a third
consecutive win for Capt Steve Lonnen

(RLC) in the veterans’ category. All four
individual titles and seven of the top ten
in the men’s race clearly reaped the bene-
fits of the three-week altitude training
camp in South Africa.

With the full physiological benefits not
expected until two weeks after their
return and lasting up to six weeks, expec-
tations are high for Army success in the
Inter-Services match.

Major unit team honours went to a
resurgent 1 Para led by their trainer
LCpl Jim Aspell; their second scorer,
Pte Dave Stevens, is another one for the
future, having already broken 15min for
5,000 metres as an 18-
vear-old.

Second were 3 UK Divi-
sion HQ and Signal Regi-
ment, and third 13 Air
Assault Brigades.

The minor unit champi-
onships were dominated
by Army relay champions
Training Regiment and
Depot RLC, ahead of
divisional winners HQ 4
Division and third-placed
UKSU SHAPE.

The junior team title
went to 11 Signal Regi-
ment ahead of Army
School of Catering and
ITC Catterick.

53



MOFFATS SCHOOL
for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13 +

A happy family school in beautiful countryside
on the SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border
proud of our long association with Service families

® Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders

* Small classes; high all-round achievement without stress

® Expert help and support for dyslexia and other special needs

* (Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama

* All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds

* Our own escorts to and from major stations and all UK. airports

® Hospitality and fun for children in at half-terms and exeats

® INTELLIGENCE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP & SERVICE BURSARIES

Kinlet Hall
Nr Bewdley Tel: (01299) 841230
Wores DY 12 3AY

The Squadron is a Royal Signals Territorial Army Unit that
provides communications support. s

:?wﬁ:?'

We can offer interested individuals the opportunity to join the if you are interested in
Territorial Army from their civilian life, or Regulars leaving the Army § iearning more about the
the chance to maintain their links with the Army and to continue to | Squadron we are on the

use the skills they have learned during their service. Internet or telephone
Freephone
We are a specialist unit that is spread across the South Coastandin] 0800 163925
London. Individuals will be expected to train for a minimum of 27 for further detalls.

days a year which includes a 15-day camp and a number of selected
weekends. There is always the opportunity for travel abroad. You can
also volunteer for parachute selection if you wish.

publishi
Soldier Mag

We are recruiting now for security staff for
prestigious sites in London, the Home
Counties and other areas of the UK.

You should have served in the British Armed Services, police, fire
service or similar to join our membership organisation.
Preference given to shift workers, aged 22-55.
We offer attractive salaries, holiday and sickness pay,
training and free uniform.
Opportunities for advancement to supervisory/management roles.
Other employment opportunities also available.

For immediate processing contact:
Peter Quill 0171 490 3397
or Mike Peffer 0171 490 1125

The
Corps
of
Commissionaires

FOR THE VERY LATEST STOCK UPDATE
JUST CALL US - NOW!

1367 241225

*

To get the very best Scp
all-round package, you need | Map, =
all the latest facts and | cogte *SY.
figures - now they’re here | “tinkTe ]
in the brand new, 2000 Tax Free —
Buyer's Guide- and it’s yours ;
ABSOLUTELY FREE! For your copy SCE
just call the SCE Information line
on(UK) 01367 -241225 now! . ;
OR WRITE TO US AT:- SCE LTD, PO BOX 177, Gieo UEeHisong
FARINGDON,OXON, UK, SN7 7EW _

(,

UNIFORMAL

‘The Highest Quality and Value for Money
in Military Tailoring for Over 30 Years’

%

]
@ INTEREST FREE CREDIT @ VISITING SERVICE
CALL FREE

0800 980 3551

VAN DUNGIE HOUSE
MEYNELL AVENUE, ROTHWELL, LEEDS LS26 ONU
TEL: 0113 282 6102 FAX: 0113 282 1457
GERMAN OFFICE 05141 881580
MOBILE (GERMANY) 0172 540 9415

INTERNET WWW.UNIFORMAL.CO.UK
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Frank Finch has made ten
changes in detail to one of
his drawings taken from our
archive. Circle the differ-
ences in the lower image, cut
out the whole panel, add
your name and address and
send to HOAY 700, Soldier,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,
GU11 2DU by March 31.

A photocopy 1s acceptable,
but only one entry per person
may be submitted.

Do not include anything
else in your envelope.

First correct entry drawn
after the closing date will
win £100; the second and
third will receive £10 gift
vouchers. No correspon-
dence of any kind can be
entered into.

The names of the winner

and runners-up will be
announced in the May issue.

(Name - (Give infials and rank or Tie) )
\_ WV
(‘Address : S
\ 7

January competition (No 698): First correct entry drawn was
from Mr R Steward, of Sidmouth, who wins £100. Runners-up
were Mrs C Farmer of SEAE Arborfield Garrison and Mr L G
Gray, of Ramsgate, who each receive a £10 gift voucher. The
ten differences were: barracks windows; centre soldier’s hand
and skate; left-hand soldier’s scarf; water droplets; basketball
net on hut; tree branches; sergeant’s epaulette and sleeve;

lines on ice.

= % .
=

-« g
L

® Save cash when you subscribe today
® I'REE postage @ FREE binder

UK: (12 issues) ....... £23.00
Overseas (12issues)....... £32.20
BFPO:

I would like to subscribe to SOLDIER for:

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

E

(24 issues) ....... £40.00 i
(24 issues) ....... £60.00 !
{12188U88) Ll dnssie s Dt eshsbebiirnistens e £ 380
i

]

]

I

I

I

- One year 1 Two vears

Please start my subscription with the ......................... issue.

...................................................................................................

............................................... Postcode: ...............

I enclose a cheque/PO payable to SOLDIER for: ...........
Return to Soldier, Ordnance Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU

et Credit card hotline: 01252 347353 [ |
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‘Fancy a change
of jress’

Well you should try an Annington Home

Annington Homes have 2, 3 and 4 bedroom ex-MoD houses, together with
some larger units, in locations throughout England and Wales.

We offer former and serving members of the forces, preview information,
special MoD-approved military discounts and launch offers on most sites.

Should you wish to be included on our customer database, in order that you can

receive information and details of future home availability, please telephone

stephenie Coppingon 0207 960 7518

email, stepheniec@annington.co.uk or visit our website at www.annington.co.uk

ANNINGTON L
HOMES

oncept in the sé;rf ar -

zondhand hm‘nes ‘
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Established 1677 PHYSICAL

e FIRMIN & SONS PLC o de Ay

Taking Tradition into the funire H BETH S TRAINING
MEDAL DEPARTMENT ol - s CORPS
MINIATURE MEDALS SUPPLIED Ao MUSEUM
Customers Full Size & Miniature Medals
mounted in either Court or Swing style. c/o ASPT, Fox Lines,

For the complete and professional service at Q_UL‘CHN Avenue
the most affordable prices available, ! 3
Aldershot, Hampshire

Firmin House, 82-86 New Town Row, Birmingham, Bb 4HL email: firmin@webbirmingham.co.uk & GUI1121LB Tel: 01252 347168

Tel: 01213800 800  Fax: 01213 593321 E %E
= = Cooma =

APTC history since 1860
including development of
physical training in the Army,

’
T APTC international and
as ern er‘ lce i e a Olympic sportsmen, evolution
of athletic equipment and
: s : : fike instructors’ dress, etc.
is available in full size and miniature Open Mon to Thurs 0900-1600
to all who served in Near, Middle and Far East. & Firi 0900-1230.

Weekends and Bank Holidays 011 252 7055

This superb die-struck commemorative medal

= Send s.a.e. for vour application form today. by appointment only. All credit cards accepted
) Closed during leave periods, Easter, To see other great bargins look at
DPS Aw ards, P. O. Box 6961 s Summer, Xmas-Please call to check. www.pinktomato.com

. N . - REM Europe Lid, 48-54 Vicloria Terrace

Bromsgrove B6 l SLA Free car parking and admission Whitley Bay, Tyne & Wear NE26 20W

b
= 11 g

LOST OR NEW
M EDALS FULL SIZE & MINIATURES
Full size & miniature supplied Watches PROFESSIONALLY SEWN

. : - IN COURT OR SWING STYLE
Professionally mounted The best for night vision SAE OR PHONE FOR QUOTE

Hand-sewn ... not glued

LOST YOUR MEDALS?

WE CAN REPLACE THEM

Don't be left in the dark! TOAD HALL MEDALS
K & D MEda !5 Come and see our military products at... NEWTON FERRERS, Nr PLYMOUTH

i e
West Wickham, Kent BR4 OHB WWWI rase r-u [ com Fax: 01752 872723
Tel: 01861 777 2428 or e-mail th.medals @ virgin.net

Tel.: 07000-87-27-37
0411 435 5913 Fax: 07000-86-26-6

PHOENIX WORLD [N N |(

ACCIDENTVICTIMS '
SERVICE PERSONNEL HAVE EXACTLY
| A full range of p.ewt.er and ' THE SAME RICETSRL
“cold cast bronze” figurines to suit CIVlLCf%hﬁE?%N T P
your needs. COMPENSATION ;
@ All Personal Injuries Joh BV 11 Milit Clothi
Ta Cotat # ohn Bu ary Clothing
COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED S a1 v S & Mail Order Division
@ Industrial Injuries/Diseases/Deafness/R.S.1 Tel/Fax: 01748 833614 (Retail and Mail Order)
Send crossed Cheque/P.O. with order or ® Includes all Service personnel and their 01765 604071 (atter 5pm)
S.A.E. for Brochure. families, at home or abroad. 17 Hildyard Row, Catterick Garrison,

N Yorks DL9 4DH
PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS J.Arnold & Company

437 Valley Drive, Gravesend, Tyson House, 29 High Street,

“Cold cast bronze’ Kent DA12 5UE. Heckmondwicke, EPAULETTE
MRBR115 Tel: Gravesend (01474) 365511. West Yorkshire WF 16 0JA .
" (approx 25cm) Fax: (01474) 537166. Tel/Fax: 00 44 1924 41112| SLIDES

£55.93 incl. 0800 214086 For officers or other ranks.

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR & BADGES Wil e

designation.
Plus PRINTED T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS also
Embroidered garments - Free original 24;6 DRAB
P B ADGES.EMBROIDERED - min. aty, 25 Nt — NAME TAPES
ENAMELLED - min. 100 e (in sets of six)

* BLAZER BADGES - min. 5 Any quantity supplied
TIES — Woven - min. 50

Printed - min. 36 : S.A.E. for price list
Also - BASEBALL CAPS - min. 50 Lancashire Embroidery
SPORTS BAGS - min. 50 & Insignia Ltd
GOLF UMBRELLAS - min. 25 Knowsley Industrial

- WRITE, PHONE or FAX for colour brochure Park North, Kirkby,
En to Kilcreggan. Dunbartonshire G84 0JN Liverpool L33 7SA.
MOTIFS

Wy www.ensignmotifs.co.uk ; Phone: 0151-546 5161
~TEL: 0143684 2581/2716; FAX: 0143684 2854 Fax: 0151-549 1128
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ez L ONDON mumm
INTERNATIONAL
TATTOO 2000 , 4

Band of Her Mmeslv‘s Royal Marines
Band of The United staies Air Forces in Europe
Central Band of The White Russian Army
Band of The Brigade of Gurkhas
Band of The Royal Swedish Navy
The Honda Imps Motorcycle Display Team
The British Flyball Association Dog Competition
The British Amateur Gymnastics Display Team
The Indian Bhangra Dancers
The Parade of Standards
plus much, much more . . . .

uall @tmgﬁh zip with British Army
logo on zip pull
Ribbed cuffs and walst
Saturday 27™ May at 7.30 pm
& Sunday 20° oy 2 280 pm vailable only in Army

Tckets* £8.50, £10.50, E12.50 &

ARE N A £15.00 (Concessions available)

Telephone Bookings* 0208-785-8541 or 0208 -902-0902
(telephone* Box Office open Mon-Sat 8am-9pm & Sun Sam-8pm)
In person from Wembley Arena Bob Office (Mon-Sat Sam-7pm & Sun 10am-4pm)
groups and Disabled bookings telephone* 0208-902-4141

*Tickets subject to booking fee when booking by post or by telephone

gives you the
chance to win i
one of 20
fleeces from

| ] irs of ticket nb nb o outdoor ;
n pairs of tickets can be won by - :
: a : clothing range
answering the following question: g
worth £49.99

Where Wi!l the London To enter the competition simply answer the ¢
International Tattoo From what material

2000 take place? SOLDIER fleeces made!

Send in your answer to: o
SOLDIER Fleece Competition,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,

Hants GU11 2DU.
|l To arrive no later than March 31, 2000.
Winners will be notified by post.

Send in your answer to:
SOLDIER Tattoo Competition,
Ordnance Road, Aldershot,

Hants GU11 2DU.
To arrive no later than March 31, 2000.
Winners will be notified by post.
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» OIL RIGS (

The Essential Guide -
FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN WORK
OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND DOESN'T KNOW
WHERE TO START. PACKED FULL OF ALL THE

INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED ABOUT OIL
RIGS.

* BOOKS TODAY »
01253 869808
8 Clegg Ave, Thornton-Cleveleys
Lancs FY5 1BJ, UK.

C Appraisals
Writing

V Updates

plus much more from the leading HM
Forces oriented CV specialist.
Fora FREE Info Pack - Write or Call
SERVICE CV
DEPT (A), 2 TERN GARDENS,
PLYMOUTH. PL7 2HZ
Tel/Fax: 01752 344842 (24 hrs)

J T
MILITARY CV
Al T Al 1
SERVICES
A long established CV firm run by a
former Army officer and current full-time
career consultant. Past clients include men
and women of all ranks from every part of
the Army.
Also

* Applications

* Job Search skills

* Self Marketing

* Interview Coaching

Full details from:

66 High View Road,
Guildford, Surrey GU2 5RU.
01483 823766 (fax 534518)

Email: ajacques @milcv.freeserve.co.uk
Wesite: milcvs.co.uk

ROSAN HEIMS PLC

REQUIRE TRAINEE BAILIFF/ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS NATIONWIDE
EARNING POTENTIAL £35,000 + P.A.

National bailiff company requires trainee Balhl‘l‘sanl‘ortement Officers.
Full training given. Applicants must be able to work on own initiative
and hold current driving licence. Only persons of good character, hard
working and able to provide excellent references need apply.
APPLY IN WRITING, ENCL. CV, TO MR N KERR, ROSAN HEIMS PLC,
144-150 LONDON ROAD, CROYDON, CR0 2TD

Association of British

Investigators : li
Institute of -

Professional Investigators ™

For details of

publishing d
Magnim

¢ BODYGUARDS

FREE REPORT!

Have you ever considered a career as a professional Bodyguard?.zordo
you just require further information?
Are you nervous or suspicious about who to contact?... or who
to train with?
We understand your concerns, and we are confident that the expert
advice and guidence contained in our FREE REPORT will provide you
with invaluable assistance in successfully entering this profession

In short, if you want to be a Bodyguard - this is the way to start!

For further details tel: 0207 644 3075 (24 Hrs)
.. or write to: Elite Marketing Dept. (S), P.0. Box 2112,
Mitcham, Surrey CR4 1QY U.K.

| over 2200 type Fonts and more than 20 different

C.V. EXPRESS
Confidential Consultations, Advice, Draft & Master
Copies, Free Disc Storage & Re-Type Services,

Media Presentation types available. Complete
package providing Unbeatable Quality
For an Information Pack
please Phone or Write to
Mr MacDonald

TAX-FREE CARS

do cost less from i
Advanced Car Exports

101 Market Place. South Cave,
Brough, East Yorkshire HU1S 2A8
Tel/Fax: 01430 423758 (Open 7 days a week)

Check out our

NOTICE TO READERS deals on
The Soldier Magazine
w’"'"f'"i&-wu e :-:; | new Nissans ‘

advertisement or for losses suffered as a |
result. Readers are m‘::w recommended to Advanced Car Exports
Tel: 0181-444-5555

commercial, legal and financial advice before Fax: 0181-444-5444
sending any money or entering into any legally FREEPOST LON 11498
binding agreement. London N2 9BR

BODYGUARDS

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

For an information pack
send a large SAE to:

Professional Bodyguard Association

The White House, 24 Cumberland Tce,
Willington, Co Durham, DL15 OPB

No telephone enquiries

Such is the reputation of the
PBA that in 1997 we acted
as Close Protection advisers
to the Chiefs of Staff at the
Pentagon.

‘British expertise at work through the PBA’

STAND BY! STAND BY!
NEW FREE CATALOGUE

WHEN YOUR JOB
DEMANDS MORE!
WILL YOURKIT
MEET THE
CHALLENGE?

The new SASS
Catalogue No 15,
is NOT just
another kit list.

It offers you exclusive innovative items and selected issue
equipment. Optional extras, after sales, repair service.. ..

For your FREE colour catalogue, write, telephone or fax to the
following address, or send the coupon below to:

SPECIAL AIR-SEA SERVICES
St. George’s Works, St. George’s Quay,
Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1 5QJ
Tel: 01524 64204 - Fax: 01524 844239

Email: info @ sass-kit.fsbusiness.co.uk — Website: www.sass-kit.fsbusiness.co.uk

Postonde! . umaiu o S
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WIN FREE
RUNNING SHOE:
FOR LIFE!

CALLS COST NO MORE THAN £1

-
» FOR A CHANCE TO WIN
3 8
3 PHONE 0906 5531008 AND ANSWER THIS
g SIMPLE QUESTION
c®
- 5 I
3 g WHICH ROGER RAN THE FIRST SUB 4 MINU TE MILE”
Y i WINNEH TO BE NOTIFiED BY POST
& 3 *-ﬂrﬁ
¥
>
—
= Successful and injury free running starts w
o offer the World's Finest
-
W W
w w
E
s
=
— I
Y
3 D
= i~
=
= The 802 was voted ‘Sexiest shoe ever' =
W W the 803 looks even befter. Buy them running snoe Hard to Wihwnder
; » quick before we run out!!! Every runner should have a pair
= rp £60 Save £'s £49.99 rp £50 Saves £'s £44.99
D
o
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= K : W AN
; [N [ £\BROIDERED
Y FAIRBAIRN-SYKES C( \N \\nn h\l\wmm. SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS
o WITH LEG SHEAF £22.50 POLO SHIRTS BADGES ul
. o RED/BLACK BERETS £7.00 PRINTED ———_"—_'b H. k
N REGIMENTAL TIES & BOWS E8.55
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £20.00 TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS Singles, Xmm lcup”,,,,.
LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS £25.00 BADGES COFFEE MUGS d gy Py
AR R ATTLE HONDURS 40 AND LORS AR G ""‘g; i
et ALL FROM ONE SUPPLIER
LAPEL B/ l“ll:\\;;—';\ ;KJ\(““I:: ANDO No :nmllrk :{r villnn iup costs on the nujnru\ n;l
GREEN BERET - PARA REGT RED BERET £2.00 our goods. High quality .umpglnl‘u pllu\ and
COMMEMORATIVE LAPEL BADGE PT”IW‘: dn;'m\ BFPO tax- lh; service. W“,'{';’;‘u""““"'
PEGASLUS 1942-99 £2.0 end for our new price hst:
BLAZER H\I[;(.f“ I::“:JH--E\ :I]'H TALITY. s HIG:*;};‘[}:; :‘3?’{1 iy Over 60 Mess Cartoons io date
A €Y ROM TITLED “BRITISH MILITARY BADGES™ 51/52 STREE 1 NLNS 8
CONTAINING OVER 2500 ILLUSTRATIONS IS NOW Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 GET THE BEST
AVAILABLE PRICE \T £39.95
11 Dalebead Drive Shaw, Oldha ancs OL2 BT
Il'Ll‘EhulwiFu\ 01706 846648 E : robroy i@ lineone.net ‘amail: rick@caricatura.caul  website: www. caricaturs.co.uk

BRITISH MILITARY INSIGNIA

MIDLAND CD CLUB

,————_—_—_——1
TIES, BADGES& PLAQUES

by Mail Order Mike Lapworth is the premier mail-order Mail-Order Brass & Military Band CDs
HEGIMENTS, I’I\url‘ml‘-‘;‘l ‘“'I"‘;r“iim“gm" ll n:lm\mum;l To obtain our free colour caralogue contact us on:
elmet Plates and Glengarry badges to Worlc 3
SHlps! War 1 and 2 cap and beret badges. Belguim to Tel: 0121 244 4605/6
SQUADRONS lhnC:.:u'na'L.m\ Major t:\ R\l:mn'un ||:;£ LI:lllt.hl.« Fax: 0121 680 9018
Clubs & Reunion Associations. lo ) MPls arm patches, feather Hackles to . i
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons, etc. Para Wings, Gurkha insignia to the many varied E-paalt stlen G midland-cd-club.co.ok
SAE apprecidted badges of the Scottish Highlanders www.midland-cd-club.co.uk
The Heraldi ;: GB). Dept S My latest (1999} fully illustrated catalogue lists over Bands who have CDs lhcy would like
o rbe'a “‘ﬁ‘l e:l:w:]‘l.(l :m:e F:p ‘Fn : 1600 items including uver 260 different cloth patches. 10 see included in our culalogue,
verbriar, Beechwell Lane, Edge End, 2 5 y
€ 2 Send £2,00 for Hiustrated Catalogue to: plcasc contact us for further details.

Coleford, Glos GL16 THA

Mike Lapworth (8), 26 Southdown
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 (8am/10pm)

Road.Bristol BS9 3NI LATEST RELEASES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

March 2000 SOLDIER




EMBROIDERED & PRINTED
SPORTS & LEISURE WEAR

TEES POLOS SWEATSHIRTS SWEATERS TIES
RUGBY JERSEYS CAPS & MUCH MORE

FULL DESIGN AND PERSONALISED SERVICE

FOR QUALITY WEAR - SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST

JENKINS KNITWEAR

5 Vernon Place, Northan Court, Basford
Nottingham NG6 ODE Tel or Fax 0115 927 4469

E-mail: sales @ jenkins-wear.co.uk
www.jenkins-wear.co.uk

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor
Bromsgrove B61 8LL
Tel: (01527) 835375 of Fax (01527) 576798
Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals
and Medal Mounting either for wear or display.

Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list
E Full Size & Miniature Medals g

Credit card orders accepted by phone or fax. UK customers please add 17% VAT.

DEBT PROBLEMS"

Are your outgoings more than your income?

Are your creditors threatening you with:
Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptcy, Bailiffs,
Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings?

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us
now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt problems
without the need to borrow more money.

Telephone 01329 515532
for a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL consultation.

WELLBEING SERVICES

PROVIDING DEBT SOLUTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

pgul LOST
NS
\e? I MEDALS

3/ Replaced in record time

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

Write or phone for quotation
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre, 7 Whitcomb Street London
WC2H THA
Tel: 0171-930 1979 Fax: 0171-930 1152
E-mail: Rdhmedals@aol.com

b Ll

The following rates of interest will apply from Friday 21st January 2000.

Home Savings Scheme

M Skipton Services PREVIOUS
GROSS PA./AER
5.75%

NEW NEW
GROSS P.A./AER NET P.A.
6.00% 4.80%

L

Interest will be paid or credited after deduction of income tax at the
lower rate of 20% or, subject to the required certification, gross. AER
stands for Annual Equivalent Rate and illustrates what the interest
rate would be if interest was paid and added each year.

Principal Office, The Bailey, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 1DN
www.skipton.co.uk

A member of the Building Societies Association

Telephone; 01756 705030

VISTA TIES

are Tie Manufacturers and can supply
your existing tie or design you a new one.
Please send us a picture of your badge

SKIPTON

BUILDING SOCIETY

Suppliers of Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts,
TiShirts Hooded Sweatshirts, Rugby
Jerseys, Baseball Caps and many

COSTELLO

Civil & Military Bespoke Tailors

LADIES & GENTS MESS KIT

SPECIALISTS

INTEREST FREE CREDIT
For All Your Uniform, Suit, Blazer and
Accessories Contact:

UK: 0181 478 2780 GERMANY: 05252 4631

UK: 284-294 Ley Street. Ilford Essex 1G1 4BS

SOLDIER March 2000

other items. All can be printed or
embroidered. Send for a free colour
catalogue and price list.

or cy pher and we will post a free coloured
visual with a quotation.......OVER 300

DIFFERENT REGIMENTAL TIES IN STOCK

VISTA SPORTS LTD
28 HIGH STREET
MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA
Tel: 01737 645113
Fax: 01737 645892

VISTA TIES

* 28 HIGH STREET

* MERSTHAM
SURREY RH1 3EA

Tel:01737 645113 Fax:01737 645892

Forces and
Ex-Service Personnel

Do you suffer from:
Wounds, diseases, injuries or any other
conditions as a result of your service?
You may be entitled to

COMPENSATION

- Assistance already given in the recovery of over

: £50 million
Call freephone 0500 22 20 22 NOW!!!
For a free no obligation initial interview
in the comfort of your own home.
Thorn Compensation Services Ltd
Marsh House, 92a Marshland Road, Moorends,
Doncaster, DN8 457.

Established 1988




500 mins OF FREE CALLS
& FREE CONNECTION

£30 WORTH OF CALLS
PER MONTH

ipe
-] PORTABLE HANDS
FREE KIT WORTH £19.99
» CARRY CASE
WORTH £14.99
Id".1 T
PLUS 10% OFF YOUR 10
FAVOURITE NUMBERS PEAK
PLUS 50% OFF YOUR 10
FAVOURITE NUMBERS OFF PEAK

\-\x\\\\\s\\\\-‘ycellnet

* Per month 1o one landline No. only from 31.5
12 month contract including notice period. Calls 32 pence per min peak - 10 pence off peak & 2 pence weekend,

PLEASE HAVE
FREEPHONE | ot ik

DETAILS HANDY
WHEN PHONING

0800018 82

| THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS |
The Cross can be
B inscribed on the
i reverse with the
recipients service
details making
valuable and
everlasting tribute
to be worn with
e. An ideal

Mar &
Medal, Suez
Canal Zone
Medal &
BAOR Medal
Send SAE for
details.

ORDER BY PHONE: 01752 872672 FAX: 01752 872723
Credit Card Holders - 8am-7pm. Monday to Saturday.

Bn=e

OR BY POST:
CITADEL AWARDS, NEWTON FERRERS, PLYMOUTH,
DEVON. PLS 1DH
ENGLAND

4

t. Joy’s Roses

Ko

{“)'\‘\-;
9,— Flowers for all occasions — Anniversaries/ Congratulations/ k ;;'es
g7 | Promotions/New Born/ Birthdays, to say | love you. W
Not forgetting Mother's Day April 2nd
Flowers sent o any address in the UK. & N.L.
IN A BEAUTIFUL PALE LAVENDER

PRESENTATION BOX & SOFT WHITE TISSUE
BOUQUET — ROSES RED/PINK/YELLOW or MIXED (12 Blooms) ............... £13.85
BOUQUET - ROSES RED/PINK/YELLOW or MIXED (24 Blooms) ... ....£18.50
BOUQUET — FREESIA & FERNS (40 Blooms) ............. s £14,85

BOUQUET — ROSES & CARNATIONS & FREESIA & GYPS. (30 Blooms)...... £17.50
BOUQUET SPECIAL — ROSES & ALSTRO or SP. CARS MIXED & CARS MIXED &
FREESIA & GYPS (50 BIOOMS) -..ccoo.... o 2250

HOTLINE: 01481 246708

FOR MY MUM

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIALS
BOUQUET (Pink & Yellow) - ROSES PASTEL PINK/PINK LILIES/YELLOW
CARNATIONS/SPRAYS PINK/FREESIAS & FERN + GYPS & FERN
(50 BIOOIIS) 1.vvueeemsssanssunansisssssisassiasasssasasassmsssnsssssasasatasstsbusasssanssasaserasanssaes £22.50
BOUQUET — AS ABOVE (30 BIOOMS) «.vovoeverveenscresnesssonsnsssessssmsssnssssasessnse 17,00
BOUQUET (Pale Lavender& yellow) - ROSES YELLOW/PALE LAVENDER
CARNATIONS/YELLOW SPRAYS/FREESIA MIXED (50 Blooms) ........ £22.50
BOUQUET — AS ABOVE (30 BIOOMS) wv..cooruvrusemassniseorassiisssssnsisnsasssssssasssas £1 700

PLEASE ORDER EARLY — MUST DESPATCH IN LAST WEEK OF MARCH

Ry ALL C/Cs NOT DEBTED UNTIL MARCH. (¥ o
""A< A\ ALL C/Cs ACCEPTED.CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO: :
Joy’'s Roses & Flowers (
Flamingo, St Sampsons,
Guernsey, C.l. GY2 4WB
Telephone: (01481) 246708
Fax: (01481) 243406

Military
Marketing
Interndational

Suppliers of Plaques, Clocks and other presentation pieces
Also T-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball caps, etc.

In good company with most

Regiments and Corps of the British

Army, we made your Shields for the

Falklands,

the Gulf and now Bosnia and Croatia

and most other UN locations.
Let us design you Regiments and
Operational Shields.

Write for a full colour brochure:
74-77 STEWARD STREET,
SPRING HILL,
LADYWOOD, BIRMINGHAM

B18 7AF
Telephone/fax : 0121 454 5393

Minimum order 25 shields — £10.95.
\ No VAT outside the UK. Shieldclocks — £18.50

March 2000 SOLDIER




g ] [ & JUST A THIMBLEFUL
TAILORING

Our unbeatable

MESS DRESS -

NGLUDES offer”
ﬂw‘ 14 day Make or |
i 18 hr EXPRESS [
B Lowest prices Y
Best fit

Highest guality
Best payment terins

Local agent 1o measure in most areoes

Quality lmgcrle for the
LARGER LADY

For free catalogue write to:
Lady Jane's. PO Box 5, Gosport, PO12 3YF

EMBROIDERED
LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments.

Available for Retdll and Wholesale. !
rsonalise Thimbles with: Names, surnames, birthdays

“We shall be exhibiting at the
Aldershot Show 30" April - 1** May 20007

British Crown Copyright

Tel01379 783 736 Fax.01379 783898 | Low minimum order,
As our customers say
The service is ﬂuuplu lmhc atable Fulllmlour brOChm' i
5 TOMD DUSINESS PARK.STOWMARKE T SUFFOLK P14 5 Caps & Printed garments supplied

Free embroidery proof. No origination charge.
Embroidered Polos from £6.00ea, Sweats £5.00ea,

T-shirts £5.00¢a.
WNITUREMEDALS | | Bonaa oo Wrkshop
Example of prices:- ¥ BD112JX ¥

CB: £32: CBE: £20; MC/DCM/MM/QGM: £12
OBE/MBE/BEM: £12; MSM: £10; LS &GC: £7
Coronation/Jubilee Medal: £9; UN Cyprus: £7
UN Bosnia: £7; Nato (Ifor) medal with clasp
Former Yugoslavia: £7.50; Accumulated CSM
£7. S/Allantic + rosette: £7.50; GSM G.VI.R. 7
E.II R. with clasp: £10; CSM with clasp: £7. ‘)C NIICHAEL JA‘
Gulf Medal with clasp: £7.50; NATO (Kfor) with b~

clasp: Kosovo £7; Miniature Mounting Bars for

D.LY. mounting :1 space - £1.10; 2 - £1.20: 3 -
£1.30;4-£1.40;5 - £1.50; 6-£1.60; 7 - £1.70 UNIFORMS

8 - £1.90; 9 - £2.30; 10 - £2.50 plus 17.5%

Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524
www.bananamoon.co.uk

TAX FREE CARS

MOST MAKES SUPPLIED
BEST PART EXCHANGES
LOW RATE FINANCE

FREE INSURANCE™*

V.A.T. and £1 postage. MA DK '1() MEASURE |
® 7-day medal mounting service for OR’s and Officers Mess Dress | USED CAR SALES
full-size and miniatures in both ‘ordinary’ and OR's and Officers No. 2 Dress |
‘court’ style. OR's and Officers No.1 Dress * Subject to makes and models.
® Wire Blazer Badges @ Mess Kit Badges Officers British Warm Overcoats
@ Display Cases, medal ribbon, mounting bars, S.B. Blazers | F RE E P H o N E G E RMAN Y
ribbon bars, etc
Regimental D.B. Blazers - 4 4 -
FULL-SIZE MEDALS SUPPLIED Sports Jackets and Trousers 0130-85 96
Please write for quotation Dinner Suits \
Send for comprehensive catalogue to the Lounge Suits Telephone U.K.: 01980 600 400
Medal Specialists 1
(26p stamp appreciated) _
MINIATURE MEDALS 48Hr. or 2Week Make up
P.O. BOX 4, HINCKLEY Michael Jay Tailoring

I Jay
LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 3ZT 5 TOMO BUSINESS PARK, STOWMARKET '
Telephone: (01455) 239262 FFOLK IP14 5AY
TEL.01379 783 786 FAX:01378 783898

Tax Free Sales

* Immediate delivery on most models
* Full UK spec * Low,/no deposit finance
* Part exchange * Continental /UK delivery
* Demio from £7,600 * MX5 from £11,099
= * 626 from £10,500 * Premacy from £10,849
UNBEATABLENGY 49I% oy * 323 from £8,400 *4 Action (4x4) from £15,099

DEALS for : i — All New MPV from £14,650
HMF'S serving b e T S me—

in the UK & [ . EXCLUSIVE EXPORT AGENT FOR BFG
OVERSEAS 4 ‘ — AND BENELUX ON BEHALF OF MAZDA

POOL AUTOS

/7020 Mons, Belgium

or TAX FREE EXPORT Tel: (65) 728836 Fax: (B5) 724467

contact Peugeot’s No. I supplier to HM Forces. Serving the Services since 1968

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to . _
purchase a new Peugent at SPECIAI. PRICES call Flasag-farward SRREE _
Colin clubley on $ 1 or write: 323 [ J 626 ‘ MX5 j Xedos j Demio E MPV LJ

RangersTMS I.td FREEPOS‘I‘, Bulford l!d Durnon SP4 8BR Premacy4 [ | ActionOther [ ] makes [ | LHD/RHD

R’A_\I\I C :: R\‘) . AOArESS. .....uimvirnymnsbesnos vtk RATEUURERIEVRPR SRS R PRRLoit

For either UK TAX PAID

SOLDIER March 2000 @




2 Harford Street, S | LV E R M A N 7 5 LT D Fax:0171 791 000¢

Mile End London E1 4PS Email:soLpier@military.co.ul
over 50 years of service to the services prices subject to current ca
please check - Any Order P&P £ 3.9

D171 7 900 900 www.military.co.uk
phone, fax or email for free cat quoting SOLDIEF

BUFFALO
SPECIAL 6
SHIRT k)
Olive or )
Black .
£ 89.99 L. l
SURVIVAL LnSs
> '
CAMPING )
k/’/
OuTDOodr .
MILITARY DANNER ACADIA INSULATED
Goretex lined boots £ 185.00

SECURITY

SNUGPAK SLEEKA
PADDED JACKET

e THORLO Socks & 1000 MILE Socks Ave
NAVIGATORS . t.
(date) € T10.00 " q -
GENERAL SERVICE sk horlo Ej?‘ ]
e e — = ,.A

oS OO0 . 00




Serving officer
required to act as
Chairman.
Please contact
Judith Lappin
udithlappin@ndirect.co.uk
Tel: 020 7976 5147

Stringtdwn
Supplies

f 29 High Street, Polegate, East Sussex BN26 5AB

P.L.C.E
Arktis
58 webbing
Berghaus
Matterhorn
Hi-tec
Buffalo _/
N.B.C L e
Snugpak No.12
Magites Year 2000 |
Soldier ‘95 Catalogue |
Military, survival & replica weaponry catalogues.
Tel: (01323) 488844
or Fax: (01323) 487799
FOR YOUR COPY

+
|

SUPPLIER OF ALL INCLUSIVE EMBROIDERY

w _ Tee-Shirts- Sweatshirts-Polos
4 Hooded Sweatshirts-Fleece Jackets
Base Ball Hats

A
g Dataile From
Nottingham Screen Prints. 10, Park Road.

2% Woodthorpe. Nottingham. NG5 4HR
Tel: 0115 9676262 Far: 0115 9263599

SUPPLIER TO PRI SHOPS &
INDIVIDUALS of:
Snugpak. Berghaus. Karrimor, Ron
Hill. Helly Hansen. Mardale. Lyon
Equipment - jackets. sleeping bags.
rucksacks. ete. -
Leatherman. Gerber & Bucks
tools & knives.
Prices on application to

CONDOR SUPPLIES

63 Gisburn Read
Barnoldswick
Lanes BE1S SHE
Teliax: 01282 813821

DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER
‘\V‘ Many regiments’ gold brooches in stock
Commissions for that special item undertaken
SUPERB DIAMOND SET BROOCHES MADE TO ORDER

J .A\*’l.p IC ‘K[-j}s‘{’l‘(_)f\l

Kings .
9ct gold £140

23 Vyse Street,
For List & Quote Tel/Fax:- 0121 551 7366
Callers at our showroom welcome
HIGH QUALITY ASSURED
E.mail jmb @ regimentalbrooches.co.uk
Visit our website www.regimentalbrooches.co.uk

wtunng Jewellers
Jirmingham B18 6LE

v\lso: sleeping bags, footwear, clothing and camping equipmeny

0207 428 9533
0207 428 9534

g ="

@ For best prices

ALT-BERG |
Peacekeeper
Bo?t_s: frorI]_. £_64.99

_md_Smbcks | PETZL Headtorches

Petzl Duo [£31.99 :
Petzl Zoom £19.99

| MAGELLAN G.P.S |

Blazer 12 £119.99

Softie Jackets || Baxters of Yarm (Military Direct)
{| Fairfax Court, High Street, Yarm TS15 9QZ
@ 01642 888405 (0800hrs - 2000hrs)

& For best prices

PEN PALS

Louise, 19, 5'3", brown hair and
brown eyes. Enjoys swimming,
tennis, socialising, clubbing and trav-
elling, Would like to hear from caring
soldiers with GSOH serving world-
wide and will reply to all letters. Photo
appreciated. P636

Male officer - sincere, slim, tall
non-smoker in late 30s, new Oxford.
Enjoys walking, dogs, skiing, cooking,
music, classic cars, history, Photo
appreciated. Looking forward to your
letter. P637

Antonietta, 29-year-old Italian,
brown-eyed brunette. Bubbly, non-
smoking civil servant who enjoys lis-
tening to music, pubbing and
clubbing, reading horoscopes, eating
out and going to the cinema. Seeking
pen pals, 30-36. P638

Elizabeth, slim, attractive and
intelligent 27-year-old with VGSOH.
Interests include pubs/clubs, dancing,
most types of music (especially
Madonna), the cinema and eating
out. Replies and photo please from
pen pals, 25-35. P639

Cheryl, 40, slim, attractive classy
lady with great personality would like
to write to a Prince Charming with
similar interests (keep fit and diet,
socialising, films and holidays). Age
sought, 32-45. P640

Beverley, 5'7", 31, brown hair and
blue eves. A single, working mum
with own home and car who enjoys
reading, music, eating out, socialis-
ing, the cinema, nightclubs and pubs.
Would like to hear from pen pals, 29-
36. P64l

Hayley, 5'4", 30, dark hair and
dark eyes with VGSOH. Single mum
to three-year-old daughter and enjoys
general knowledge quizzes and For-
mula 1 racing. Replies please from
those 30-40. P642

Elissa, 34-year-old nurse with fair
hair and blue/green eves. Enjoys read-
ing, writing letters, travelling (abroad
and in the UK), aerobics, listening to
music and socialising. Seeking letters
from pen pals, 30-40, and will reply to
all. P643

Julie, 27, blue-eved blonde with
cuddly build and bubbly personality.
A non-smoker who likes pubs, clubs,
eating out and the cinema and would
like to hear from reliable pen pals,
25+. P644

Carol, 5', 31-year-old slim, attrac-
tive, green-eyed blonde. A fun-loving,
single hairdresser who enjoys pubs,
clubs, eating out and foreign holidays.
Seeking replies from single-pen pals,
27-35. P645

Attention! Lynn, 39, 53", cuddly,
bubbly, brown hair, brown eyes, fun
personality and out-going nature.
Enjoys clubbing, rtravel, reading,
walking and knitting. Single pen pals
sought, especially Geordie/Irish sol-
diers, 33-45. Photo if possible. P646

Jacqueline, 39, single, shy, sensi-
tive, single mother of three. Enjoys
reading, knitting, walking, the
cinema, gardening, eating out, cook-
ing, tapestry, nights in and having a
laugh. Would like replies from pen
pals in their 30s and 40s. P647

Jackie, 40, 5'2", Irish, with an inde-
pendent professional career. Enjoys
live music, traditional pubs, country
life, the arts, boxing and reading.
Seeking genuine pen pals, 38-50.
P648

Loyal lady, classy, articulate,
independent, 41. Enjoys socialising,
travel, the cinema, candlelight din-
ners. Would like to correspond with
reliable, marture officer. 30+. P649

Jane, 41, attractive with brown hair
and blue eyes, Likes to read, write let-
ters, enter competitions, cook and
keep fit. Seeking male soldiers, 36-50,
as pen pals. P650

Karen, 30-year-old, single, Man U
fan with brown eyes and brown hair.
Likes playing on the Playstation and
PC, ten-pin bowling, music, the
cinema and puzzle competitions.
Seeking pen pals, 26+. P651

BOOKS

Books for Soldiers — contact the
experts, Free catalogue. The Out-
doorsman’s Bookstore, 27 Mopnu-
ment Industrial Park, Chalgrove,
Oxon OX44 7RW. Tel: 01865
400256. Fax: 01865 400257, 12/00

FREE MILITARY CATA-
LOGUES/ books wanted. Will col-
lect. Attic Books, Sandowne,
Tiverton Heath, Tarporley, Cheshire
CW6 9HN, Tel: 01829 732524 1200

Military history bargains — books
bought and sold. SAE brings cata-
logue, 15 Woodlands, Saltley, Birm-
ingham B8 3AG. Tel: 0121 328
2878.

Second-hand bookshop requires
books on all subjects, especially mili-
tary and history. We collect! TLON
BOOKS, Merton Abbey Mills, Mer-
antum Way, London SW19 2RD,
Tel: 0181 540 4371. 12/00

Military history books. Please send
SAE for current catalogue. Free special-
ist booksearch. McKenzie, Town End
Farm, Brampton, Appleby, Cumbria
CAL16 6]S. Tel/fax; 017683 51384, o

*A SOLDIER’S POCKET
BOOK?” 380 pages of info all sol-
diers need to know. Includes: Basic
Battle Skills, Fieldcraft, Orders,
SOPs, Scouts, Emergency Alarms,
Routines in the Field, Tank Target
Indication, Working with Heli-
copters, Map Reading, Orienteer-
ing, First Aid, NBC, Adventure
Trg, Skill at Arms SA80, LSW,
Tests and APWTs, GPMG Light
Role, Signals, Mines, MT Driver,
AFV and Aircraft Recognition, etc.
ISBN No: 1-874528-02-0. £7.50
(inc p&p UK/BFPO). Available
from selected Naafi Branches,
Bookshops or by Visa or cheque
from  publishers: MILITARY
POCKET BOOKS, PO Box 28,
Leven, Beverley, East Yorks HU17
5LA., Tel/fax: 01964 542878. Visit

www.milpkbk.co.uk 12/00




“Head-dress Badges
of the British Army”
by Kipling & King.

The Collector’s Bible.
Volume One: (1800-1920) £65.
Volume Two: (1920-1998) £45
Post free
H. L. & P. King, 3 Saxon Croft,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QB.

]: 01252 716303

THE PHDFESSIDNI HAT PAYSy
RAPID HOME STUDY COURSE WITH

PRACTICAL APPLICATION INCLUDED.
CAN LEAD TO A NEW LIFE FOR YOU
PROFESSIONAL SECURITY OF
STATUS HIGH SALARY
FREE Prospecius —write, “phone or fax

0121-559 0180

West Midlands 'Tngﬁ'v;bn |
School of L
66p a day |

CHIROPODY EN DAY
cath, west [T
Blackheath, West 2nd APRIL

Midlands, B65 OHP
LW--L- www.thechiropodyschool.org.uk ‘

For all services and all ranks — join The
List. It is there to help you find a job.
"There is not one person on The List
that didn't find time to help me," said
one member who joined The List. Visit
our website www.thelistuk.com or e-
mail: pac79@dial.pipex.com or call
020 7924 5007. 1299
Commercial and domestic
microwave oven repair and electrical
appliance P.A.T. training courses.
Become accredited to the National
Association of Microwave Engineers.
NAME offers on-going technical sup-
port with trade discounts from
Europe's largest microwave component
suppliers. Call for prospectus on
012202 486449 or fax 01202 496409

DAC handlers required. Own trans-
port and dog. Full or part-time. Herts,
Beds, Bucks and Cambs. RFA 01438
368592. Anne or Tony.

British-owned mechanical work-
shop requires mechanic/instructor.
Employment in Kampala, Uganda.
Good employment package. Send
complete CV with hobbies, passport
photo, copy of discharge papers and
contact telephone number. Hard Drive
Lid., P O Box 24473, Kampala,
Uganda. a3te0

Looking for a business opportunity
working for yourself that leads to an
independent income but with low start-
up costs? Takings of £65,000 are
achievable by year two with very low

overheads. Join our national team of

'Green Cleen' wheeled bin washers for
less than £5,000 investment. Full train-
ing, advice and specialist bin-washing
vehicle supplied. For a free information
business pack contact us on (01785)
850080 or e-mail sales(@laros.co.uk
03100
10 good people needed. Work from
home - FT or PT, UK or abroad
without risking §nu1 current job. Call
0171 864 6876 or
www.wrkfrmhom.com/sps for more
details. 12/00,

FOR SALE

Hand-embroidered wire and
silk thread badges. Quality
and delivery guaranteed.

alsara International

Send design or pattern for
sample to:
Kalsara Intemational
P O Box 1034,
Sialkot-51310, Pakistan.
Fax: 0092 432 554997

Regimental jumpers - very good reg-
imental jumpers in regimental colours
and other military gifts. For further
information please call 020 7924 5007
or e-mail: philip@smartturnout.co.uk

Snug jackets, smocks, assault vests,
chest rigs, patrol packs, Magnum
boots, Gore-Tex gear, survival kit. Free
catalogue. Phone Dragon Supplies
(01473) 822495.

A title plus land for only £20. Makes
a unique gift. Details from SM Sur-
vival, Norcot, Lybster, Caithness, Scot-
land KW3 6AQ 15100

Cap badges, regimental ties, blazer
badges, medals, insignia. Send £2.00
for list to: Cairnun\\ 'l'hpl Siy 31
Belle Vue Street, Filey, North York-
shire.

Nato (KFOR) medals with 'Kosovo'
clasp now available. Full size — £17.62
(UK), £15 (BFPQO); miniature — £8.81
(UK), £7.50 (BFPO) plus £1 postage.
Send to: Miniature Medals, P O Box 4,
Hinckley, Leicester LE10 3ZT. 0300
British and overseas military
badges, collars, titles, formation signs.
Regular comprehensive stock lists
£2.00. Castle Armoury (S), 18 Castle
Street, Dover CT16 1PW, 12100

Peter Hicks Associates, comprehen-
sive range of military figurines available
in resin bronze and silver. Commissions
always considered. Ring for informa-
tion/brochure. Tel/fax: 01380 828382.
Website: www . wiltshire-web.co.uk
E-mail: PHA@FSBDial.co.uk 12100

Army Cap Badges. Send SAE plus
80p for lists to Clans and Rv.gimm[s,
14 Elm Grove, Aldbrough, East York-
shire HU11 4RQ. Guarantee and gen-
erous discounts. 12/00

Hand embroidered quality wire
blazer badges. Send design for sample
and quote. Gemini Insignia Company,
/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat, Pakistan.
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Regimental Shields, Plagues and
Shieldclocks. In good company with
most regiments and corps of the British
Army we made your shields for the
Falklands, the Gulf and now Bosnia
and Croatia and most other UN loca-
tions. Let us design your regimental
and operational shields. Write for a full
colour brochure to: Military Marketing
International, 74-77 Steward Street,
Ladywood, Birmingham BA18 7AF.
Tel/fax: 0121-4545393, Minimum
order 25 Shields. £10.95, no VAT out-
side the UK. Shieldclocks £18.50.
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NOTICE TO READERS

The publishers of Soldier Magazine cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any
advertisement or for any losses suffered as a result. Readers are strongly recommended
to make their own enquiries and seek appropriate commercial, legal and financial advice
before sending any money or entering into any legally binding agreement.

Military Fine Arts. Britain’s leading
British military art dealer. Access to all
British publishers, artists and dealers.
Send £3.50 for Edition 7, 2,500-item
catalogue (incl 20+ SAS). Cheques
pavable to G Jennings-Bramly. 5
Feversham Road, Salisbury SP1 3PP.
Phone: 01722 328523. 12100
British Military cap badges and
insignia. Send SAE for lists to INKER-
MAN Badges, PO Box 1022, Couls-
don, Surrey CR5 3]Q. 12100

Visit the Elizabeth Joyce Art Gallery
at  www.ejartgallery.com  Portraits,
prints, directory. 03/00

Quality makers of Army, Navy and
Air Force hand-embroidered badges,
family crests, pipe banners, sashes and
regimental flags in bullion wire of silk.
MELODIUS brand bagpipes and
accessories, practice chanters, flutes in
cocus, sheeshamwood or African black-
wood, drums, bugles and tambourines.
0Old classical Indian instruments,
tablas, tota, bansari sitars, etc at rock
bottom prices. Topflyz Industries,
21/414 Majidpura, Sialkot-51310,
Pakistan. Tel: 0092-432-580913. Fax:
0092-432-588547.E-mail:
topflyz@skt.comsats.net.pk  Website:
www,topflyz.com

12/00

for people and pets.
A drug-free approach
to easing aches and pains

SIXTY-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

Bioflows Magnotherapy Produm{

For product brochure
and more information contact:
Joanne Clements
INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR
Tel/fax: 0181 650 5010
E-mail: jsbcO07@aol.com

(UK AND EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTORS WANTED)

BRITISH ARMY POSTCARDS.
Superb paintings showing regimental
uniforms and equipment. SAE for
catalogue and sample to Geoff White,
19 Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol
BS48 3BN. 06/00
Treat your partner and yourself to
Kandy pocket knickers (with instruc-
tion), £4.99, or pink, PVC, heart-
shaped bikini ideal for Easter,
birthdays and anniversaries only
£6.99. Kandy music CD to awaken
your senses. Relax to sultry vocals and
drift into another realm, £4.99
Send cheque/postal order to Box 003,
Soldier Magazine, Ordnance Road,
Aldershot, Hants GU11 2DU. 0300

HOLIDAYS

Brecon Beacons National Park.
Refurbished Victorian holiday villa. CH,
pool table, sleeps 9. Close to mountains,
lake and rope centre. Ring for details,
bookings, etc. Tel: 01874 658472

leave message or after 8pm. 05/00

LICENSED GUESTHOUSE
Great Yarmouth
FREE ACCOMMODATION
« Breaklast from £15 pppd only - not optional!
# Free parking
* Near sealront, piers and all amenilies
# Warm welcome and discount to military
families
For more information please call:

01493 844015

Gulf Coast, Florida — luxury four
bedroom villa. Large, heated pool,
aircon, great beaches and sports with-
out the crowds. Tel 0181 950 3587 o300

WWW.ROTHIEMURCHUS.CO.UK
The Services Activity & Holiday
Centre, AVIEMORE. Tel: 01479
861288. 09/00

FLORIDA

A privately owned, 4-bedroom,
3-bathroom villa with
its own private pool and patio.
Close to all major attractions.
For details, prices and availability contact:
Michael or Ann Rimmington
UK (0)191 5344597

Holmhurst Hotel

14 Reads Avenue
Blackpool FY1 4BD

* Bed & Breakfast
* Bed, Breakfast & Evening Meal
* Close to promenade & all amenities
* Tea & coffee making facilities
* Late keys

Proprietor
Chris Hopkinson

Telephone:
(01253) 625977

LUXURY
CAMPING HOLIDAYS
—J

STAY IN LUXURY MOB
A PITCH ON OVER 2

08700 778 779

\IaCansolell www.vacansoleil.co.uk

NOTICES

Charity Commission

CHARITY:
The Army Roman Catholic Trust
REFERENCE: 1051643/ 113288

The Charity Commission proposes to make
a Scheme to amend the trusts of this
charity. A copy of the draft Scheme can be
seen at the Ministry of Defence (Chaplains)
Army, Trenchard Lines, Upavon, Pewsey,
Wiltshire from February 29 to March 21
2000 or can be obtained-by sending a
stamped, addressed envelope to the Charity
Commission, Woodfield House, Tangier,
Taunton, Somersel TAI 4BL, quoting the
above reference. Comments or
representations can be made within one
month from today.

MONKEY.RUN CHARITY EVENT;
www.monkeyrun2000.org.uk

Join the

“paron

é

 Application forms availa
- from your RAO or
the Lottery Manage!
~ Aldershot Mil ext. 3




Charity Commission
CHY-1161D

CHARITY: CERTAIN CHARITIES
ADMINISTERED IN CONNECTION
WITH THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF
WALES

REFERENCE: EN/T8168/AFC1

of these

The Charity Commission has
Scheme to amend the trusts
charities. A copy can be seen for the next
month at The Royal Regiment of Wales
(24th/41st Foot) Regimental Headquarters
The Barracks, Cardiff CF4 3YE or
obtained by sending
envelope o The Charity Commission,
Woodfield House, Taunton,
Somerset TAI 4BL, quoting the
reference.

can be

a stamped. addressed

Tangier,
above

CHARITY: The Gurkha Museum
REFERENCE: 272426/ 105790

The Charity Commission proposes to
make a Scheme for this charity. (A
Scheme is a legal document made by the
Charity Commission to replace, amend
or add to the trusts of a charity.)

of the draft Scheme can be seen at *
Gurkha Museum, Peninsula

Romsey Road, Winchester SO

a copy can be obtained by Lﬂ\jll_ a
stamped, addressed to The
Charity Commission, Woodfield House,
Tangier, Taunton, Somerset TA1 4BL
quoting the above reference number.
Comments or representations on these
proposals can be made in writing to the
Charity Commission within one month
from the date of this notice

envelope

Ll)ate: March 1, 2000

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE -
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

All  classified advertisements  are
accepted on a pre-paid basis only and are
subject to the following conditions.

The Publishers re
decline any copy material of which they may
not approve whether an order shall have
been accepted or not. All advertisements are
dceepted  subject w0 approval  and
gonditionally upon space being available.

B The Publishers reserve the right to make
@ny alieration they consider necessary or
desirable in an advertisement to meet their
@pproval. The Publishers also reserve the
Fight to cancel or suspend any advertisement
SWithout stating a reason

While every endeavour will be made to
meet the wishes of advertisers, the
Publishers do not guarantee the insertions of
any particular advertisement. The Publishers
sill not be liable for any loss or damage
ccasioned by any ot
fowever caused) of publication or
distribution of any edition in which any
Bdvertisement is scheduled to appear.

iThe Publishers shall not be liable for
BBITOIS occurring after the first insertion of an
mdvertisement in a series. It is the
pesponsibility of the advertiser to inform the

fublishers of any such error in sufficient
e © allow the amendment. A voucher
eopy will not be supplied. Advertisements
Wl be placed under the following headings:
Accommodation, Business Opportunities,
! Cars Wanted, Entertainment,
ions, For Sale, Gift Services,

¥s, House Lets, Notices, Property
Reunions, Services, Situations

ficant, Situations Wanted,
ied. Other headings will be applied if

Bied acceptable by the Publishers. The

JEINE of an order for the insertion of an

ReRisement shall amount to an acceptance

above conditions and any conditions
puliited by an agency or advertiser shall be
ilinsofar as they are in conflict with them.

JANUARY22, 2000

First prize (23 goals, £4,100): WO2
PWH Armstrong, HQ N1,

19-way tie for second prize (22
goals, £363.16 each): WO2 AS
Baird, Exeter UOTC; Sgt IS
Bewick, MOD London; Sgt CA
Bruce, HQ N1; SSgt P Dean, Sp Bn
HQ ARRC, Rheindahlen; Cpl D
Firth, 1 BW, Fort George; LCpl B
Fox, 2 RTR, Fallingbostel; LCpl C
Fraser, 2 RTR, Fallingbostel; SSgt
M S Gibbons, 4 Fd Amb, Aldershot;
Lt Col DCN Giles, HQ 1 (UK) Armd
Div, Herford; Pte SW Hall, 1
RGBW, Colchester; SSgt S Hol-
land, RMP CPU, Longmoor; Cpl
MJ Howard, 4 R Irish; WO2 C D
Howitt, HQ Land, Wilton; Pte JE
Jacques, 1 PWRR, Tidworth; Cpl
MI Morgan, 14 Indep Topo Sgn
RE, Ménchengladbach; Maj MN
Munday, JSCSC, Bracknell; Pte S
Singh, 3 Armd Fd Amb, Sen-
nelager; LCpl R Townsley, HQ
Woolwich Garrison; Maj MJS Urch,
HQ QMG, Andover.

JANUARY 29, 2000
25-way tie for first prize (19 goals,
£440 each): Sgt SN Baker, 32
Engr Regt, Hohne; Spr JL Butler, 1
RSME Regt, Chatham; Maj SP
Casey, 7 Sgn GL Sect, Odiham;
Maj A Dear, SEME, Bordon; Maj
MDC Devlin, MOD, London; WO2
AD Downes, 600 Signal Tp, Cor-
sham; Spr NA Fassam, 42 Svy
Engr Gp, Hermitage; LCpl CW
Hassell, 99 PC Sgn RLC, Rhein-
dahlen; Cpl RB Hibberd, BATU,
Suffield; Sgt MG Jehu, 1 GS Regt
RLC, Gitersloh; Sgt SP Johnson,
111 Pro Coy HMP Hohne; Maj RG
Lewis, JSCSC , Bracknell; Cpl GL
Lukins, QDG, Catterick; Sgt JA
Mackay, 249 Signal Sqgn, Bulford;
Cpl SJ Martin, 6 Sup Regt RLC,

Gitersloh; Maj JW MCulloch,
ATDU, Bovington; LCpl IP Navin,
HQ 43 (Wx) Bde, Bulford; J
Richardson, 14 Sup Regt RLC
Dilmen; Cpl A Rollett, 1 LI, Edin-
burgh; Capt PT Smith, 10TptFIogt
RLC, Colchester; Capt HC Smith,
QDG Catterick; Pte AH Watkins, 1
KORBR, Catterick; Sjt IA Whincup,
2 LI, Bulford; SSgt WRD Wilson, 1
RSME Regt, Chatham: Lt RE
Windsor, 2 LI , Bulford.

FEBRUARY 5, 2000

Four-way tie for first prize (20
goals, £2,225 each): Cpl SJ Hay,
Army Dog Unit N1; Sig MJ Hoga-
rh, 1 (UK) ADSR, Herford; Capt SJ
Shephard 7 Para RHA, Aldershot;
Lt NKG Tomlin, 1 BW, Fort
George.

25-way tie for fifth prize (19 goals,
£96 each): Cfn RP Berryman, 3
CS Regt RLC, Abingdon; Tpr CDR
Ramsden, HCMR, London; Tpr JA
Burnett, 2FtTFl Fallingbostel; LCpI
D Rees, 47 AD Sgn RLC, Lyne-
ham; Maj M Chambers, DEHA
Chertsey; LCpl DS Sardesai, 33
Engr Regt (EOD), Wimbish; Sgt JJ
Dowding, 3 (UK) Div Signal Hegt
Bulford; Cpl GL Smhh 4 Regt RA,
Osnabrick; Maj C Dome JSSuU
Digby; Sgt AR Stafford, 2 Bn
REME, Fallingbostel, Cpl KL
Edwards, 7 Para RHA, Aldershot;
WO2 G Strachan, SA Avn, Middle
Wallop; Capt SN Gadd, 22
Regt, Andover; Cpl RP Swindie,
Army Foundation College, Harro-
gate; Cpl JFC Green, HQ 3 (UK)
Div, Bulford; Sgt MC Jones, Sp Bn
HQ ARRC, Rheindahlen; WO2 SJ
Tate, 26 Regt RA, Gitersloh; Cpl
SRM Kermath, UKDSU Heidel-
berg; WO2 CAB Von-Roretz, 2 Trg
Regt, AAC, Middle Wallop; Cpl MJ
Langley, ATR Winchester; WO2
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the weekly prize money has risen
A11,300 with a top prize of £4,200.

FEBRUARY 12, 2000

Capt LA Tilley, 2
AGI..Trouian asEnur
born; Capt LA Whlts.
dation

Woods, KC

q

ve the right to]
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al or partial failure |
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If you need more space, or do not wish to cut the magazine, please write clearly on plain paper.
COST: 55p PER WORD, MINIMUM CHARGE £11.00. VAT AT 17.5% MUST BE ADDED
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Diary

Change of faces at QRL

WO1 (RSM ) Tony Stirling, left, has taken
over as Regimental Sergeant Major of The
Queen's Royal
Lancers in succession
to the newly-commis-
sioned Capt Mark
Davies, right, who has
moved on to new
duties in the regiment.
The Lancers are
based at Osnabriick
in Germany.

Bigger, better JHQ show

Organisers of Rheindahlen’s JHQ Summer
Show 2000 over the weekend May 20-21
promise a cracking programme of modern mil-
itary skills and displays, massed bands, pipes
and drums . . . plus a demonstration of a
slightly more old-fashioned way of going to
war. For the first time at JHQ, the Knights of
Arkley will be reproducing the thrills and
splendour of the jousting tournaments of
medieval England.

A feature of the weekend will be a country
fair, exporting to Germany the best of British
clothes, food and entertainment, including
morris dancers and sheep dog demonstrations.

RAOC view of Palestine

RAOC veterans of the British Mandate in
Palestine may be interested in Palestine
Scrapbook, a quarterly journal compiled from
the memories of those who served there 50
years ago. The 16-page, A4 publication is
packed with anecdotes, letters and long-for-
gotten photographs of those who were there.

For a free sample copy and details of how
to join the Palestine Scrapbook Circle, con-
tact editor Eric Lowe, Windgather Cottage, 20
Treloar Road, Hayling Island, Hants PO11
9SE (tel or fax 023 9246 7181) or e-mail him
on diandrew @isys.ca

DATES

APRIL
29: British Model Soldier Society annual
show, New Connaught Rooms, Great
Queen Street, Holborn, London, 10.30-6.
MAY

7: Victorian Military Fair, Victory Services
Club, Seymour Street, London W2.
20-21: JHQ Summer Show 2000,
Rheindahlen, Germany.

27-28: London International Tattoo 2000,
Wembley Arena.

27-28: Overlord 2000 Historic Military
Vehicle Show, Denmead, near
Portsmouth (enquiries 023 9224 1911).
JUNE

17: Oxon & Bucks Millennium Tattoo,
mme(mms 723717).
JUI.Y
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Legionnaires
honour Isle of
Wight comrade

IN a unique gesture, a detachment from the
élite French Foreign Legion attended the Isle of
Wight funeral of Andrew Nisbet, a locally-edu-
cated man who became a highly-decorated
member of the Legion and who was killed in a
car accident in France in December.
The funeral was also attended by former
Legionnaires from all over the United Kingdom.
Andrew Nisbet, 35, who died on the day he
received news that he had been promoted,
lived in the Nimes area. A funeral service with
full military honours was held in France before
his burial at St Edmund’s Church, Wootton,
where the Legion detachment, under the com-
mand of a senior officer, acted as pallbearers.
It is thought to be the first time a Legion
guard has performed the ceremony in the UK.
Mr Nisbet saw active service in Africa and
the Balkans. He was cited for bravery and won
the Croix de la Valeur Militaire. An expert in bal-
listics and rifle design, he had recently formed
an élite cadre of snipers within the Legion.

Double value: William Rigby, front right, enlists
into the Guards Division at the Army Careers
Information Office at Tunbridge Wells a month
after his twin brother, John, pictured left,
walked through the same doors to join The
Parachute Regiment. Between them is Lt Col
Rod Jennings, Army Careers Officer for Kent,
and behind him is Sgt Mel Collins, flanked by
the twins’ parents. William will be joining John
at the Army Foundation College, Harrogate.

Guardian of Deerbolt gate

An AFV 432 armoured vehicle is to be
“unveiled"at the entrance to Deerbolt Camp in
County Durham on April 25. The former military
establishment — occupied by the Army for the best
part of 200 years - is now a prison for young
offenders. Deerbolt's military history dates back to
1803 and ended in 1972. The AFV 432 was
donated by the Quartermaster General following
promptings by local historian Frank Smith.

i

Spr Stuart Parker gives scale to one of
three sundials constructed as a millenni-
um-marking project by the Royal Engi-
neers. The sundials, built from blue
engineering bricks and blue-dyed mortar,
can be seen outside the RE Museum in
Chatham, at the Millennium Village in
Greenwich and in Blackfriars on the
north bank of the Thames.

Stuart is serving with Ripon-based 51
Field Squadron (Air Assault) RE, one of
many units which contributed to the
building effort.

Deep reinforced concrete foundations
were put in to ensure the sundials would
last for the next 1,000 years. Sapper
builders were invited to the three unveil-
ing ceremonies, during which time cap-
sules containing details of the project
and the names of every member of the
corps were placed in the constructions.

And as a reminder of their contribu-
tion, every sapper who worked on the
sundials received a silver-plated trowel.

\

Blue is the.

Tattoo to raise standards

Calling all standard bearers: Organisers
of the London International Tattoo 2000
at Wembley Arena over the weekend of
May 27-27 are inviting ex-Service associa-
tions to join the parade of standards at
what is certain to be an occasion packed
with pageantry.

Send an sae to Tony Clarkson, 33
Feiashill Road, Trysull, Wolverhampton
WV5 7HN for details.

Military bands taking part will include the
Royal Marines, the Brigade of Gurkhas,
the US Air Force in Europe, the White
Russian Army and the Swedish Navy.

Hull RASC get-together

Sixty years after their mobilisation, 56
members of the Royal Army Service Corps,
50th Northumberland Division, gathered at
Londesborough Barracks in Hull for a
reunion hosted by 150 (Northumbria) Trans-
port Regiment RLC (V). They were among
1,800 mostly Hull-based volunteers who
mobilised at the city’s Walton Street Bar-
racks in September 1939.

College on the Italy front

Col Geoff Silk, late WFR, Commandant of
the Army Junior Division of the Joint Ser-
vices Command and Staff College, laid a
wreath at the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission cemetery at Salerno, Italy,
during a battlefield tour of Salerno, Monte
Camino and Monte Cassino by directing
staff from the college.

Help me to honour our veterans, says campaign founder

Michael Lyons is a man with a mission . . .
to ensure that First World War veterans who
have outlived relatives and friends are buried
with honour. He needs volunteers to join him
in his work with the First World War Veteran
Campaign, which he has founded. Michael,
who is chairman of the Royal British Legion

. Branch at New Addington, Croydon, and of

the local branch of Age Concemn, was touched

by a letter from a woman telling him that she
was the only one left to mourn the death of her
brother, who had served in two world wars,
and had been hurt that none of his former
comrades had attended his funeral. Michael,
who wants to arrange a military memorial ser-
vice in his honour, can be contacted at 46
Chertsey Crescent, New Addington, Croydon,
Surrey CRO ODA (tel 01689 842413).
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Sound the trumpets

New contest will sustain Iink with Soverelgn

IN an effort to sustain a musical tradition
which dates back to the 17th century, the
Household Cavalry Mounted Regiment
has been encouraging soldiers to take up
the trumpet.

LCpl of Horse Gilbert Wheeler, Trumpet
Major of The Life Guards, assisted by
Trumpet Corporal LCpl Michael Walters,
has been teaching established musicians
and newcomers how to play the Royal
Salute and other calls such as Fall-in the
Officers and General Parade.

Their efforts culminated in the first of
what will become an annual competition,
inaugurated by commanding officer Lt Col
Mark Ridley, to find the best musician.

Winner of a silver state trumpet trophy —
and the honour of playing on the Queen'’s
Birthday Parade — was Tpr David Edmond of
the Blues and Royals.

It has become increasingly difficult for the
regiment to attract trumpeters to continue a
tradition which goes back at least as far as
May 1660, when Charles |l was escorted into
London by three troops of Life Guards, kettle
drummers and trumpeters. It was the start of

Top trumpeter: Tpr David Edmond receives
his silver trumpet from Col Sandy Blackett,
Director CAMus and Commandant Royal
School of Military Music, Kneller Hall

a long association between the Sovereign
and trumpeters of the Household Cavalry.

These days their chief duty is to play a
salute when passing Buckingham Palace on
the daily Queen'’s Life Guard, an event
witnessed by hundreds of thousands of
tourists each year.

Taff's old Jordan brigade comes up trumps . . . again

Veterans who bought the Jordan Service
Medal will be interested to learn that they
donated £3,613 to the King Hussein Memorial
Fund, which will be used by Queen Noor Al
Hussein to support children’s charities in
Jordan.

The medal was personally endorsed by
King Hussein following an approach by former
sapper Taff Harris, a veteran of 1 Troop, 23
Field Squadron RE. He was one of more than
2,000 troops of the 16th.Independent
Parachute Brigade who flew to Amman in
1958 as crisis flared in the desert kingdom.

SOLDIER March 2000

Annoyed that their campaign was never
recognised by a medal, the veterans
commissioned their own, featuring the head of
the late and much-lamented monarch.

Taff wrote to all who had bought the medal
and asked for a donation to memorial fund. He
says the response was superb and included a
battered £2 postal order attached to a sheet
from an exercise book with the following
message: “Sorry I'm late. I've just come out of
a drug abuse course and am homeless and
out of work. As soon as | get a job | will send
you more for those children in Jordan.”

Big picture the Waterloo dlorama
in the RGJ Museum

Model flank
attack led to
Boney's rout

WHEN Napoleon escaped from
exile on the island of Elba to lead
his army to the decisive battle of
the war at Waterloo, the 52nd
Light Infantry found itself brigad-
ed with the 95th and 71st and
started the day in reserve.

They moved forward to resist
successive attacks by French caval-
ry and their position was crucial

when Bonaparte launched his
Imperial Guard in a final stroke
against the centre of the British
line.

GENERAL'S STUDY

The French were halted by the
fire of Mailand’s Brigade of
Guards and, as they faltered, Sir
John Colborne led the 52nd in a
charge against their flank which
turned their advance into disorder-
ly retreat and swept the French
Army away with it.

In the Waterloo room at the
Royal Green Jackets Museum is a
model of the battlefield with more
than 20,000 soldiers and horses
and a sound-and-light commen-
tary describing the action.

A key identifies the regiments of
five armies and the many authentic
incidents, great and small, are
depicted. On one wall hang the
portraits of some of the distin-
guished officers of the 52nd and
95th who took part. Other cases
are filled with objects connected
with the battle. The model mea-
sures an imposing 26ft by 13ft.

The Royal Green Jackets Museum in Peninsula
Barracks, Romsey Road, Winchester (tel 01962
828549) is open Mon to Sat, 1000-1300 and 1400-
1700 and on Sundays from 1200 to 1600. Admis-

sion for adults is £2, for senior citizens and children
£1, and for groups of ten or more £1.25




Bulletin board

A PEGASUS Bridge — the original ver-
sion — was placed on a memorial site close
to the Caen Canal last month. The bridge,
which was the first objective of the Allied
invasion of Normandy in June 1944, was
replaced by a bigger, grander version a
few years ago. Since then it has lain
unheralded in a field beside the canal. The
Prince of Wales, Colonel-in-Chief of The
Parachute Regiment, is to open the memo-
rial site, complete with new museum to the
British 6th Airborne Division, on June 4.

A CLOSING date for the 2000 Reserve
Forces photographic competition is
December 31. Details can be obtained
from Maj Peter Clarke, RFC4/NELC, Duke
of Yorks HQ, London SW3 4SS.

A CARDIFF chef Andy Colling-
wood, left, appeared on Croatian TV
after he volunteered for regular ser-
vice in Split. Andy, a catering manag-
erin civilian life, is also a sergeantin
203 (Welsh) Field Hospital (V).
Having started as 2iC of the catering
department in Split, Andy was
appointed master chef of the offi-

cers’ mess for the remainder of his

six-month tour in the Balkans.

Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and
Wiltshire Regiment: Back Badge reunion
weekend, March 25-56. AGM and reunion,
Cheltenham Town Hall, 1800, Mar 25; service,
Gloucester Cathedral and luncheon, Mar 26.
Send sae for details to RHQ, Custom House,
Gloucester GL1 2HE.

F Para Battery, 7 Para RHA: Ahmed Khel
reunion weekend, April 7-8. Contact 2nd Lt
Briffa or Sgt Tye on Aldershot Mil 2516 for
reunion details.

Army Guild of Bellringers: Annual meeting
and spring outing in the City of London on April
8, starting at 0950 outside Bank Underground
Station. First tower is St Lawrence, Jewry,
EC2. New members welcome. Names to
Barry Sexton on 01483 474669.

1st,4th,7th Royal Tank Regiments: Annual
reunion on April 28-30 at St John's Swallow

APPOINTMENTS

The Duke of Westminster has been appointed
to the staff of HQ AG as Brigadier (Territorial
Army), Jan 1.

Brigadiers: J B A Bailey to be Director HQ
DRA, Feb 1; D R Bill to be Brigadier General
Staff HQ Land, Jan 21; M A C Hughes to be
Dir Army R&P, Jan 13; M N E Speller to be
Asst Div Comd 3 (UK) Div, Jan 177, R M M
Sykes to be Chief Fire Co-ordination, HQ
ARRC, Jan 17.

Colonels: | D Cholerton to be Asst Dir DI
RA, Jan 18; R Davenport to be Dep Comd HQ
11 Sig Bde, Jan 17; C F Hicks to be Dep Comd
BMM Kuwait, Jan 12; P C Marsh to be
Director Command Efficiency Unit, Jan 31; D
McLay to be COS HQ R Signals, Feb 2; A C
Mieville to be Dep Comd 12 Mech Bde/Dep
Gar Comd HQ Aldershot Gar, Jan 22.

Warriors ancient and modern: Flanked by
the stone effigy of an ancient knight, young
soldiers fill Salisbury Cathedral during the
Millennium Service, one of many held
throughout the United Kingdom, Germany,
Cyprus and the Falkland Islands to mark the
2,000th anniversary of the birth of Christ.

Hotel, Solihull. Ring Roger Rathmell on 10752
893495 or Geoff Bourne on 01752 880527. All
REME, RAPC, ACC and other attached
personnel welcome.

RE Bomb Disposal Companies’ diamond
jubilee: Commemorative service in Garrison
Church followed by lunch in HQ Mess,
Brompton, Kent on May 20. Retired and
serving wishing to attend should send name,
wife's name, address, details of BD/EOD
service to Adjutant, 33 Engineer Regiment
(EOD), Carver Barracks, Wimbish, Saffron
Walden, Cambs CB10 2YA (tel 01223 203602;
fax 203611) by March 31 at the latest.
Accommodation from Tourist Information
Office, 95 High Street, Rochester, Kent (tel
01634 843666).

Military Survey Branch, RE Association:
Major reunion planned at Hermitage on Aug
26. Details from Alan Gordon, Hon Sec,

Lieutenant Colonels: A Amber LI - to
DMQ, Dec 13; N M B Barnard AGC(RMP) —to
HQ UKSC(G), Feb 21; M D Blagbrough,
Cheshire — to MA/CDS, Feb 21; C C S Booth
LI — to JHQ South, Feb 22; J A Bowden RE -
to JSCSC, Nov 29; P C Brook RLC - to HQ
ARRC, Oct 11; E D Brown RGBW - to DASD,
Jan 31: D S Bruce DWR —to JSCSC, Nov 29;
S Caraffi RTR — to PJHQ (UK), Feb21; RC L
Clifford RDG — to IMS Brussels, Nov 29; J C
Douglas, R Irish —to MLO Harare, Nov 29; FD
F Drury, R Irish —to MWC, Feb 14; C J Finch,
Para —to ACDS (OR) LAND, Feb 1; A Flavell,
Para — to RASU, Jan 17; | P Graham REME —
to BLO France, Apr 10; J C Hardy LI — to
SRSG UNMIK, Jan 7; | G Hitchcock RE — to
HQ SFOR, Nov 24.

A D Hutchison, Gren Gds — to HQ DGTS,
May 2; J A F Howard KRH - to HQ RG, Mar
20; J R Ibbotson, Para —to HQ Land, Apr 3; R

( Aden history on the way

ADEN veterans take note: a yawning gapin
military history is about to be filled with a
144-page book covering the entire period of
British rule from 1839 to 1967 — but you
need to get in early.

Thg Armed Forces of Aden 1839-1967.
by Cliff Lord and David Birtles, is being pub-
g?hggoat l£§9.95 in a strictly limited edition

individually numbered
et y ed hardback

T_hey will be available next month from
Helion &_Company, 26 Willow Road, Soli-
hull, W Midlands, B91 1UE (0121 705 3393:
e-mail, books @helion.co.uk), I

Military Survey Branch REA, 1
Avenue, Andover, Hants SP10 1JW.

Majorca

Guards Association of New South Wales:
Annual reunion, March 11-18, 2001 at Bowral,
NSW, Australia. Details: John Fallows, 1/256
Dalley Street, Bondi Junction, Sydney NSW
2022.

61st Light Regiment RA: Second reunion
planned for May 18-19, 2001 at Cranfield
University. Contact David Drinkwater,
Camusfearna, Birchmoss, Echt, Westhill,
Aberdeenshire AB32 6XL (tel 01330 860351).
Korean War mortar gunners welcome.

M Iron KORBR - to JSCSC, Feb 28; A D
Johnston RHF — to JMC Kampala, Nov 29; P
D Jones PWO - to HQ SACLANT, Aug 20; D
M Lampshire RLC — to HQ ARRC, Feb 28, D
N Macgregor-Smith, A and SH - to HQ BF
Cyprus, May 15; C J Martindill AGC(ETS) - to
SHAPE, Feb 28; N Moore REME — to BLO
Germany, Oct 28; N A Murdoch AGC - fo
AFPAA, Dec 13: M C Neate RA — to JSCSC,
May 2; J K R Porter RRF — to Warminster.Sp
Unit, Mar 13; A H Pryce PWRR - to
ACDS(OR) Land, Apr 1.

M J Shearman QLR — to APT, Mar 20; D J
Shouesmith RLC — to JDCC, June 26; JR M
Stanton KOSB - to HQ AG, Nov 15; J | 8
Stevenson RS - to JSCSC, Jan 3; R D
Symonds R Signals — to BMLO Freetown, Dec
12; A J Tabor LD —to JSCSC, Jan 17, GWC
Waddell RA —to MONUC, Nov 29; M R Walton
MC RA - to COMBRITCON UNTAET, Nov 29;
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THE Royal Welsh Regiment came into
being last year with the cuts and
amalgamations made in the Territorial Army.
The Territorial Army Band of Wales (RRW)
became part of the new regiment and have
recently cut its first disc, titlted The Goat
Majors (DOYEN CD 099).

Although it is described as the regimental
band, would-be purchasers should be aware
that this is in fact a Territorial Army brass
band, not a regimental military band.

The first part is devoted to marches and
march-type pieces and the second is well-
varied concert material. Their programme
includes, among others, The Goat Majors
(especially composed for this recording),
Comish Cavalier, Le Réve Passé, Bally
Castle Bay, Caerphilly Castle, Let's Face The
Music and Dance, My Grandfather’s Clock,
and Cwm Rhondda. A very fine performance
and an excellent recording.

One of the famous names to disappear
with the TA cuts was the Band of The Royal
Gloucestershire Hussars. A few months
before disbanded they recorded a

-

Fine stuff from Welsh Terriers

programme of concert music which
included tunes from the film Titanic,
Greensleeves, Linden Lea, Tin
Pan- Alley, The Archers (theme
tune), several solos and the four
regimental marches of The Royal
Wessex Yeomanry. What a pity
such a fine band has had to go.
(DROIT Music TRCD 994).

Back with the Regular Army, the Band of
the Coldstream Guards seems to spend
much of its free time in the recording studio
and has here produced a programme entitled
Marches for the Connoisseur (Bandleader
CD BNA 5152) — a fine collection of 23 good
parade marches from Europe and USA.
Among the lesser-known works are The
Peacemaker (Lotter), British Eighth (Elliot),
Young Courageous (Lovell), The Liberators
(Charles Ancliffe) and finally Europe United
(Zehle).

Also on the Bandleader label is the Band
of the Irish Guards playing Marches of the
Two World Wars (Bandleader CD BNA
5156). It's a good collection of parade

~

marches, even if most have already
appeared on compact disc.

Six of the 22 are by Kenneth Alford
and two by his younger brother, Leo
Stanley. The programme ends
appropriately with American Legion
and Bidgood's The British Legion,
wrongly titled here as The Royal British
Legion: the “Legion” has been granted
the royal title, the march remains the same.

As can be seen from track listing of
Marches of the Two World Wars, the Irish
Guards programme consists in the main of
marches that most collectors will already
have on disc, but there are a few rarities and
all-in-all this is a wonderful collection. | was
particularly pleased to see Flying Fortress
March and Guadalcanal included.

A nice balance between cornets and
euphonium in the former. The band produces
a good solid sound and generally speaking
the balance is good with dynamics and style
convincing.

® A version of this review appeared in the
January issue.

S

SOE: Independent documentary production
company making a four-part series for the
BBC on the Special Operations Executive
(SOE) seeks first-hand advice, information.
Call Dominic Sutherland on 0171 482 7027.

Historian working on research project about
Jewish libraries looted by the Nazis in Austria
and their partial return after 1945 seeks
information from former members of the
British occupation army, especially Maj J F
Hayward, who was stationed in Klagenfurt
from Aug 1945 until Feb 1946, Maj R A “Ras”
Skelton and Maj TH Brooke. Contact Dr
Evelyn Adunka, Deinhardsteingasse 18/9,
1160 Vienna, Austria (tel/fax 43 1 485 83 86).

R Brown seeks news of 11423307 Driver
Fred Wilkinson, E Troop, 44 Battery, 13 Anti-
Tank Regt RA, MEF, with who he served in the
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders during the
Second World War in Africa, ltaly, Palestine

M N Whyte, Int Corps — to JSCSC, Dec 2; P P
Winchcombe RLC — to D Log Planning (A),
May 2.

P A Astle, Cheshire — to DOC, Apr 10; J N
Baird, Para — to HQ Land, Apr 25; R K G
Dutton RA — to FLS, June 26; A A Ewell, R
Signals — to DCSA EMS, Dec 17; A R
Fairclough AGC - to SAAS, Feb 2; M E
Faulkner RLC — to DPCS, May 7; R A L
Gilchrist BW —to HQ 2 Div, Jan 24; A M Green
RLC - to HQ Land, Oct 6; D A Gruncell, R
Signals —to AD Info, Jan 31; G H Hony RGBW
— to HQ MNB(C), Jan 31; R F Jammes RTR —
to HQ ARRC, Feb 4; D T F Jukes AGC - to
AGC Trg Gp, Jan 14; R C Mantell GH - to
Eurocorps; H W McMahon RLC to HQ Land,
Apr 10.

N P Metcalfe, R Signals — to PJHQ (UK),
Jan 10; P H K Miller REME - to HQ RM, Apr
24; N D Morrison RLC - to HQ 2 Div, Feb 7; G
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and Egypt. Replies to 51 Coltsfoot Close,
Amesbury, Wilts SP4 7NP (tel 01980 624303).

George B Crawford, 3440 Parkridge Cir,
Canton, OH 44718-3146, USA, wants to know
why he was told in the 1950s that he was not
eligible for a Defence Medal despite serving
909 days in the Army and Home Guard during
the Second World War. He was subsequently
informed that the requirement was three years
and wonders if there was any protest at this
decision in the years 1948 to 1952,

Scottish Weekend at the castle in Alden
Biesen, Belgium over the weekend Sept 9-10
will include Belgian pipe band championships,
Highland Games and Scottish and Irish music.
Details on www.scottish-weekend.com

Korean War 50th anniversary: Photographic
display, parade, march past and special events,
Queens Avenue, Aldershot, on June 25.

M Moynan KOSB - to HQ ARRC, Feb 15; M A
D Newman PWRR - to BMM Kuwait, Jan 26;
G P R Norton, Gren Gds - to JSCSC, May 2;
P A Robson RWF —-to DEP, Feb 21; A
Schumacher KORBR - to BMM Kuwait, Nov
15; M P Shapland RTR - to PJHQ(UK), Mar
13; R A Sharp, R Signals — to HQ Land, Jan
16; AH Simon RLC -to HQDLO, Jan 24; O D
A Smith, Cheshire — to BATT Kenya, Mar 18;
G M Smith R Signals — to JHC, Jan 10; C
Wakerley, R Signals - to PUHQ(UK), Mar 6; S
P Wallis, R Signals — to APC, Dec 15; D V
Watson PWRR - to RHQ AFNORTH, Jan 19;
J A HWelch RE — to HQ RSME, Dec 13; R P
Winser RGJ - to HQ AMF(L), Apr 3.

Retirement

Colonels: S C H Ashworth, late WFR, Jan
14; M | Keun, late RTR, Jan 21; A J Reed
Screen, late RE, Jan 21.

Lawson Kent seeks photos of Centurion main
battle tanks, AVREs, ARVs, particularly
AVREs in the Gulf conflict. Expenses
refunded. Replies to 129 Moresk Road, Truro,
Cornwall TR1 1BP (tel 01872 241128 or
07887 873973).

Calling Maj (Retd) Tim Morris, ex-7 GR,
former OC GDC Brecon, 1994. If you would
like information regarding Capt (QGO) (Retd)
Tanka Bahadur Limbu, 10 GR/RGR, 2iC GDC
Brecon 1994, please contact Howard
Johnson, 35 Maes-y-Sarn Pentyrch, Cardiff
CF15 9QQ or tel 02920 891274,

PRIZE-WINNERS

Two tickets to the Royal Military Tattoo
2000 tickets (January issue): Miss Paula
Newman, South Shields, Tyne and Wear.
Answer: The King's Troop RHA.

Three copies of Dark Destroyer by Nigel
Benn (Jan): Gdsm Pigott, 2 Coy, 1 Coldm
Gds, BFPO 811; LCpl Spare, Army Boxing
Team, Aldershot; LCpl McMahon, Army
Boxing Team, Aldershot. Answer: Disc jockey.

Pair of Millennium Dome tickets (Jan): Mrs
Sudha Rai, Camberley. Answer: Dec 31, 2000.

Pocket survival kit (Jan): Pat Crossland,
Primary Management, Uniacke Barracks,
Harrogate. Answer: 13 items.

Traser map reader (Jan): Cpl M Turnbull, 160
Pro Coy RMP, Aldershot. Answer: Tritium gas.

TWI/Carlton Television are currently produc-
ing Britain at War, the follow-up series to The
Second World War in Colour, and seek
urgently any colour film/home movies, home
or abroad taken between 1930 and 1950, also
diaries. Replies to Kyla Thorogood, 0181 233

5887 or e-mail kthorogood @imgworld.com
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Collection to rank

with the greatest

AS the first soldier to be denied
promotion to field marshal on
appointment to Chief of the
Defence Staff, Gen
Sir Charles Guthrie,
in his foreword to The
British Field
Marshals 1736-1997,
is the first to register
his approval of Dr
Tony Heathcote's
“inspired idea to bring
all the holders of this
coveted rank together
in one book”. He also
observes that this “fascinating and
invaluable” biographical dictionary
(Leo Cooper, £25), is in no way a
dry reference work, its necessary
detail being “greatly enlivened by
anecdotes”. Guaranteed to be
well-thumbed.

Opening a window
on 5,000 years of war
THE mere act of lifting open the
cover of The Timechart of
Military History, produced by
Worth Press Ltd for a remarkably
reasonable £17.99, is likely to
lead to many hours of
absorbed study for
warfare historians of
all ages and at all
levels. The large-
format book covers
1,000 wars and 2,000
battles spanning
5,000 years — from
Qadesh (the first
recorded conflict) to
the Balkans. It uses flow-charts,
maps and illustrations and
features analyses of great
commanders.

Fresh insight into
SOE Polish mission
FORMER Polish soldier Antoni
Pospieszalski reveals in his
foreword to Operation Freston
that he learned more about the
SOE mission from this well-
researched 90-page
paperback than he
ever did as one of the
five agents para-
chuted into occupied
Poland in 1944 to
contact resistance
leaders. This
remarkable story of
misplaced trust and
unswerving loyalty is
available to Soldier readers at a
discounted price of £5.50, inc UK
p&p, direct from the author, Jeffrey
Bines, at The Willows, 5 Barnard
Close, Newport, Saffron Walden,
Essex CB11 3QE.
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Sorry spectacle

of costly errors

HUMAN nature has a ten-
dency to take a prurient in-
terest in the misfortune or
failings of others and this cat-
alogue of woe, presented for
popular consumption, makes
compelling reading.

Author Geoffrey Regan,
who wears the mantle of
“expert in the field of military
incompetence” quite com-
fortably by virtue of long years
of writing about it, trains
some big guns on what he
considers to be the more
costly blunders of the past.

As companion volume to
the excellent Channel 4 TV
series which started on Febru-
ary 24, the book makes good
use of trenchant observations
emerging from interviews
with more than 200 experts.

They include such authori-
ties as Gen Sir Michael Rose,
Gen Vo Nguyen Giap, Gen
Wesley Clark, Gen Sir Martin
Farndale, Maj Gen Julian
Thompson RM, Brig Rich-
ard Holmes and Col Michael
Hickey.

Regan is thus able to call on
some heavy armour to press
home the attacks and his tar-
gets are as recent as the per-
formance of the Patriot
missile in the Gulf War and
Narto’s “hi-tech” bombing of

Beyond the Bamboo Screen
compiled by Tom McGowran.
Paperback compilation of the
experiences of Scottish prison-
ers-of-war under the Japanese,
in the form of extracts from asso-
ciation newsletters and other
sources. (Cualann Press, 6 Cor-
pach Drive, Dunfermline KY12
7XG; normal price £9.99, but
£7.50 to former Far East PoWs.)

Two additions to Greenhill Books'
Gl Series: The Fall of Fortress
Europe (From the Battle of the
Bulge to the Crossing of the
Rhine) and Hell on Wheels (The
Men of the US Armored Forces,
1918 to the Present). Both by
Christopher J Anderson and both
in paperback at £7.50. lllustra-

Great Military Blunders by
Geoffrey Regan. (Channel 4
Books, £18.99.)

Gen Sir Michael Rose: ‘Nato

lacked moral courage in
Kosovo' he says in the book

Kosovo, which he declares a
“dismal failure”.

Gen Rose, former comman-
der of UN forces in Bosnia,
pinpoints a collective weak-
ness in the Atlantic alliance in
the latter conflict.

“Ten thousand people were

brutally slaughtered and a
million people were driven
from their homes because

tions from all 18 titles in this
series, totalling more than 2,000
(250 in colour) have been indexed
on the publishers website,
www.greenhillbooks.com

British Army 2000. Many superb
colour plates illustrate this well-
sponsored compendium of the
history and antecedents of the 58
regiments and corps. Sales
enquiries to the Army Benevolent
Fund (to whom all proceeds go),
41 Queen's Gate, South Kens-
ington, London SW7 5HR (0207
591 2000).

The Train Now Standing in
Nomansland by Larry Harris.
Former BBC correspondent’s
third time travel fantasy for young

Nato didn’t have the moral
courage to commit troops to
the ground to stop these awful
events from happening,” he
says.

Regan, in his series of
indictments, cites failure of
technology itself, as in last
vear’s bombing of the Chinese
embassy; poor leadership
(Gen Redvers Buller in the
Boer War); bad planning (the
US hostage rescue attempt in
Iran); underestimating the
enemy (the fall of Singapore);
hubris and nemesis (Mont-
gomery and Arnhem); and
politics (America’s paranoia-
driven invasion of Grenada).

Lord Randolph Churchill,
whose hero-villain son Win-
ston does not escape Regan’s
wrath (for his Greek adven-
ture), famously said that all
great men make mistakes. The
best motive for making a spec-
tacle of the deadly serious
business of military blunders
would be to show how we have
learned from them.

This treatment at least
shows why they happened
and, with its concise and well-
illustrated narrative peppered
with incisive quotes and sar-
donic asides, presents the
whole sorry business in a
palatable package. - CH

readers tells the story of an inci-
dent at Cambrai in 1917 involving
a requisitioned steam locomo-
tive. (The Cartoon Cave, PO Box
5257, Oakham, Rutland; paper-
back, £5.99.)

Perhaps They Left Us Up There
by Harold L Lake. Training in
England and fighting in north
Africa and Italy with the 166th
(Newfoundland) Field Regiment,
Royal Atillery. (Harry Cuff Publi-
cations Ltd, St John's, Newfound-
land, paperback, C$16.95.)

1939: The Alliance That Never
Was and the Coming of World
War Il by Michael Jabara Carley.
Analysis of the failure of negotia-
tions between Britain, France and
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Wild Geese gather: Despite its small muster,
Blake's commando (before MacBride took over
command) had at least 28 officers, 11 of whom
are pictured here, probably behind Pepworth

Hill outside Ladysmith. Blake is centre in the
white jacket and MacBride on the right with
revolver and rifle. An illustration taken from
MacBride’s Brigade, by Donal P McCracken

Wild-goose chase
across the veld

IRISH soldiers fought on both
sides in the Boer War - on the
one hand the troops of the
British Army regiments, such
as the Dublin Fusiliers and
the Inniskillings, and among
the Boer commandos the vol-
unteers of the Irish Trans-
vaal Brigade, more popularly
known as MacBride’s Brigade.

Donal McCracken tells the

Russia. (lvan R Dee, Chicago;
National Book Network, Rich-
mond, Surrey; £20.99.)

In the Ranks of the CIV by Ersk-
ine Childers. Facsimile edition of
1901 account of the Boer War
experiences of the House of
Commons clerk who went on to
write Riddle of the Sands and was
later executed by a firing squad
for being a member of Sinn Fein.
(Spellmount,£19.95.)

First three titles in the new Spell-
mount  Classics  paperback
series: Thoughts on War by B H
Liddell Hart (£16.95), Sedge-
moor 1685 by David G Chandler
(£14.95), and The Massacre of
Glencoe by John Buchan (£9.99).
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MacBride’'s Brigade: Irish Com-
mandos in the Anglo-Boer War
by Donal P. McCracken (Four
Courts Press, Dublin, £19.95).

story of this sometime 500-
strong group of Irish and
Irish-Americans who followed
the rtradition of the “Wild
Geese” — Irish Jacobites who
after the abdication of James
II migrated to the Continent
and joined a foreign army to
fight the English, their heredi-
tary enemy.

The swashbuckling Maj
“Foxy Jack” MacBride took
over command of the brigade
on June 7, 1900 from Col
John Y Fillmore Blake, a
larger-than-life Irish-Ameri-
can who had served for 13
years in the US Cavalry and
apparently had a hand in cap-
turing Geronimo.

On September 23, 1900,
after 375 days fighting the
British, MacBride and 20
comrades took a train to
Lourenco Marques, where
they were interned by the Por-
tuguese. Some Irish remained

behind as “bitterenders”,
mostly joining the Johannes-
burg commando of Gen
Viljoen, but it was the end of
the brigade.

John Blake died in January
1907 in a gas-filled room in
New York. John MacBride
survived untl 1916 when he
was court-martialled and exe-
cuted in Dublin after the Irish
National uprising, for being a
traitor in the Boer War.

McCracken sums up the
impact on Irish politics of
the albeit small intervention
in South Africa when he
writes that “it galvanized
nationalist Ireland, dragging
it out of its lethargy. It reunit-
ed the Irish parliamentary
party and gave new hope and
enthusiasm to the advanced
nationalist.

“But the dramatic events of
the second decade of the cen-
tury leading to the establish-
ment of the Irish Free State
eclipsed for many, and espe-
cially many later historians,
the memory of the brigade
and the Irish pro-Boer fever it
had engendered.” - B]

(Spelimount.)
¢
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Soldier, in association with Helion
& Company, launches another
new feature in these pages — the
ten best-selling books reviewed
or mentioned in the magazine.
Helion has compiled the first list
from its sales figures over the
past 12 months. The chart will be
updated in the next few months.

T.' Operation Deliberate

= Force by Tim Ripley. The
UN and Nato campaign in
Bosnia, 1995. Reviewed in
December but has already sold
three times as many as any other
title. Publisher, CIDSS.

-) Guards VC by Dilip Sarkar.
—  Heroism of 1st Guards
Brigade, 1939-40. (Ramrod.)

Ej Challenger Squadron by

Simon Dunstan. Our main
battle tanks in the Gulf, before
and since. (Crowood.)

—ﬁ True Stories of the Paras
by Robin Hunter. The Red
Devils at war. (Virgin.)

= Nine Battles to Stanley by
Nicholas van der Bijl.
Written from first-hand
experience. (Leo Cooper.)

-~ All the King’s Men by

=~ Nigel McCrery. Gallipoli
tragedy, dramatised on TV with
David Jason. (Pocket Books.)

:/ Battleaxe Division by Ken
Ford. Story of 78th
Division,1942-45. (Sutton.)

+) Gideon'’s Spies by Gordon
~) Thomas. Secrets of
Mossad, the Israeli Intelligence
Service. (Macmillan.)

{ :) Collecting Anodised Cap

=/ Badges by Peter Taylor.
How to spot the fakes. (Leo
Cooper.)

ULU The Irish Regiments 1683-
1999 by R G Harris, revised
by Brig H R G Wilson. Second
edition of standard work.

oy

Soldier ordering service

All books mentioned on these pages are
available from Helion & Company, who
can also supply 14,500 in-print military
books and operate a free booksearch;
p&p is extra. All major credit/switch
cards taken. Please allow up to 28 days
for delivery. Postal address: Helion &
Company, 26 Willow Road, Solihull,
West Midlands B91 1UE, UK (tel 0121
705 3393; fax 0121 711 1315).

E-mail: books@helion.co.uk

Website: http://www.helion.co.uk




Mailbag

My free flight

was journey
too far...

| HAD the misfortune to receive a free return
flight from Germany to the UK over Christ-
mas. The flight home to Glasgow was fine
but the return was a nightmare.

Two days before my return | checked the
flight details and noticed what | thought was
an error: depart RAF Brize Norton 1310,
arrive Hanover 1930 — long enough for a
stop-over in Cyprus. How right | nearly was!

Complete with luggage | left at 6am, via
rail from Ayr to Glasgow, Glasgow to Pre-
ston and Preston to Oxford, and by bus to
Brize Norton (all free, courtesy of a rail war-
rant). At the check-in desk | was told my
flight details were correct and that | would
be flying to Hanover . . . via Glasgow.

After an enchanting night at the Gateway
Hotel (courtesy of Mr and Mrs Taxpayer), |
began the journey back to Glasgow, eventu-
ally reaching Hohne at 2200, 40 hours after
| had left home (and those queuing for the
Millennium Dome thought they had a prob-
lem). A movements clerk told me she had
tried to load at least 50 others at Glasgow.

What annoys me is the fact that no one
told me. If | had known this farce was going
to happen, | would quite happily have paid
BA to take me. What a waste of money and
a prime example of mismanagement. —
LCpl A Campbell, 32 Engr Regt, Wksp
REME, Campbell Barracks, Hohne.

Singlies treated
as second-class

AFTER nearly 20 years in the Army, 16 as a
married soldier, | had become complacent
to the complaints of single colleagues. Until,
that is, | tried to buy a TV and video from our
local SSVC shop.

| was offered a six-month interest-free
credit loan until the assistant asked me for a
married quarters address. Being single, |
couldn’t give one. When she asked me for a
UK address, | submitted my parents’ as | do
not own property. This was no use to the
finance company and the assistant told me
that she could help me no further.

With singlies given second priority on
“sunny” postings, a raw deal on moving their
own furniture, differences in allowances, not
being able to name a long-term girlfriend as
next-of-kin, nor qualify for compassionate
assistance, the disparity between married
and single soldiers is too great. — WO2
(SQMS) lan Addison, Catering Dept,
QRH, Sennelager.

AFTER nearly 12 years in the Royal Signals
| have a month to go. One of my reasons for
leaving is the attitude towards singlies. On
returning from leave recently | was told that
because | had completed more than nine
years' man service and am single, | was no
longer entitled to Motor Mileage Allowance
(MMA). An officer told me: “If you don't like
it, get married”. — C Berry, Edinburgh.

Gay partners will
have an advantage

I AM writing about the decision to let
gays into the Armed Forces. Like many, I
am appalled that the selfish actions of a
few people who knew the rules before
joining have brought about such a change.
What concerns me is that the decision
infringes the rights of heterosexuals serv-
ing in the forces.

My unit, like most, has a standing order
prohibiting male access to female accom-
modation — and vice versa — which causes
all sorts of problems for personnel wish-
ing to spend time on their own with their
partners. It’s a rule I have fallen foul of,
resulting in a £200 fine. Yet it is now
acceptable for someone who is gay to
spend time in the same accommodation
with his or her partner.

Another concern of mine, shared by

Meanwhile, a

THE MoD’s policy on the employment
of homosexuals in the Armed Forces has
recently changed, yet I can still be repri-
manded for something as trivial as the
length of my sideburns, even though
they are neat and tidy.

Is the length of sideburns subject to
official Army policy? If so, then it is not
Armed Forces policy as sideburns are
allowed in the Royal Navy. The Armed
LForces are increasingly being geared

many, is that I don’t want to share accom-
modation with gay people. Surely single
soldiers’ accommodation should now be
segregated into four: heterosexual males,
heterosexual females, gay males and gay
females. Personnel should declare their
sexuality, giving everyone the option to
shower at a different time and preventing
a camp mafia from giving preferential
treatment on duty rosters, reports and
disciplinary matters.

These issues should be addressed
quickly if the Army wishes to retain per-
sonnel who share my views. Many of my
fellow junior NCOs have expressed their
intention to sign off at their 12-year point
because of this decision. — LCpl John
Clarke, Radio Troop, 75 Sqn, 4 GS
Regt, Dalton Barracks, Abingdon.

‘side’ issue...

towards joint service, yet there seems to
be one rule for one and one rule for
another.

Surely it is about time it was appreciat-
ed that in today’s modern Army, with
today’s retention problems, being told
every five minutes that your sideburns
are too long does not help at all. - Cpl 8
McGill, Optronics Section, Airfield
Sp Flt, Joint Forces Logistical Unit,
Mount Pleasant, Falkland Islands.

Let down by decision to put a
time limit on savings scheme

THE MoD has decided that due to the
demise of Mortgage Interest Relief at
Source (MIRAS), the Services Home
Savings Scheme (SHSS) will be terminat-
ed (Soldier, Feb). I accept the justification
for doing so but am perplexed at why
MoD has imposed a time limit of five
years in which the scheme must be
utilised in order to benefit from the Home
Savings Allowance (HSA).

The only previous time-frame imposed
was an officer’s retirement date or a Ser-
viceman’s discharge date. There will be
those who will now be forced either to use
the scheme before they intended or face
not benefiting from the HSA if they do
not buy a property within five years.

Had I know a time limit was to be set, I
would have got out long ago and looked
for an attractive commercial

savings

scheme. I feel let down by this restriction
as I had no intention of buying a property
until my discharge date of November
2008, at which time I planned to utilise
the SHSS and benefit from the HSA. —
SSgt P A Moran, AGC(SPS), British
Defence Liaison Staff, Ottawa.

Brigade aid in Kosovo -

DURING a visit to Kosovo to collect
material for a painting of 19 Mechanised
Brigade, 1 noticed that KFOR soldiers
seemed to be doing work that should have
been undertaken by aid agencies. From
what I’ve also seen in Bosnia, this seems
to be par for the course. A shame soldiers
don’t get the kudos (and the money) for
this work. — Anne Came, S Devon.
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S0)YEARS AGO

From Soldier, March 1950: While Capt AL
King-Harman takes his theodolite reading
on the stars, Capt C S Wallis-King checks
the reading time with a stop watch. They
are members of a Coldstream Guards unit

| on six hours’ notice to make long-range

| rescue sorties into the Libyan Desert in
the event of an aircraft going down.

SZ3YEARS AGO

From Soldier, March 1975: Queues of
lonely wives standing in the rain outside
telephone kiosks waiting to speak to their
soldier-husbands in Belfast are a thing of
the past in Colchester Garrison, here a
telephone centre allows wives and chil-

hdren to wait for calls in comfort, have a

cup of tea or coffee and watch TV.

No quarter given
is hard on family

I AND our 18-month-old son have been
in England since October 23, staying
temporarily at my mother’s house, while
my husband waited to report for duty in
Northern Ireland on January 2.

I was upset that we could not accompa-
ny him to Aldergrove and we didn’t even
go on to the housing list until January 2.
Now there’s a three-to-four month wait-
ing list.

Everyone knows there are not enough
quarters at Aldergrove and I'm angry that
nothing has been done to rectify this. On
top of that we don’t get any special

allowance towards the cost of my living at
my Mum’s (or a flat) until quarters
become available. I am paving £50 a week
for food, gas, electricity and rent, and my
mother’s rent has risen because we are
living here.

I was not allowed to stay on at my last
quarter in Brunei because they needed it
for another family being posted in. I think
the MoD needs to do something about
the housing problem because I know
many families are fed up with being
messed around. — Michelle Wickens,
Throckley, Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
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| SOLDIER welcomes your letters, whether you are an officer or other
rank; serving or civvy; nine, 19 or 90. All we ask is that you keep
them brief and to the point. We'd prefer them to be typed but if they
are handwritten, please put names, addresses and in block capitals (not necessarily
for publication). A prize from the Soldier gift collection will be awarded each month if we judge that a
letter, serious or humorous, merits it. Acceptance or rejection of letters is the decision of the Editor,
who reserves the right to amend for length, clarity or style. Anonymous letters will not be considered.

We have been inundated with letters in recent months, so if yours has not appeared, sincere
apologies. Please keep them coming. Two more pages of Mailbag appear overleaf.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU @ E-mail: solmag@btinternet.com
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Deliver me from...

WHEN | attempted to obtain a delivery
through the new VIP (Value Independent
Purchasing) system, the telesales person
told me my order would be delivered to
the nearest Regular unit. This is the
equivalent of the George and Dragon
ordering beer at one end of town and the
brewery delivering it to the Red Lion at
the other. The person who made the con-
tract agreed on central delivery points, my
nearest being Chelsea Barracks, a ten-
mile round trip (half a day in London-
speak). The TA and its diverse needs have
been ignored again. — Capt Chris Mears,
PSAQ, C (City of London Fusiliers) Coy,
London Regt, Balham High Road, London.

Not a patch in sight

AFTER reading your No Smoking Day
story (Feb), | decided to give quitting a
whirl. But I've discovered that our new
Naafi doesn’t stock aids to quitting, such
as gum or nicotine patches. | was told
that when stocked in the past they
“didn’t exactly fly off the shelf”, so the
store wasn’t bothering again. Does
something have to sell out in five min-
utes to make it worth stocking? - LCpl C
McEvoy, A Sgn, LD, Hohne.

Layer of ignorance

WHILE on ops with the much-improved
clothing, | heard an RSM tell a junior cor-
poral that the fleece he was wearing was
an undergarment which was not to be
worn as a jacket, and to take it off. The
new 95 kit issue is an excellent layer
system. | am sure the idea is that if you
are hot you start with the outside layer
and work inwards to adjust to the working
temperature. | wish I'd had time to explain
to the RSM we’re in the year 2000, not
1900. Perhaps you can do so for me. — Sgt
(name, address supplied), Kosovo.

Oh no he’s not!

WO1 (RSM) Norman Walker isn'tthe
longest-serving warrant officer in the
Army (Diary, Dec). His 37 years are beaten
by my husband, WO1 Jim Sherville, who
has just signed on again and is in his 40th
year of continuous service with the Scots
DG. He started on Dec 6, 1960 as a boy
soldier and is currently with the Army
Technical Support Agency at Chertsey,
Surrey. — Pauline Sherville, Newark, Notts.

Standards bearers

READING Vox pop (Setting standards,
Nov), | learned that British soldiers are
expected to change their standards to
match those of the civilian sector. As a
Dutch police officer stationed in Kosovo |
meet British Army personnel every day
under different circumstances. Always
they show their professional standards,
including patience and politeness, and
are a fine example for civilians every-
where, including Kosovo. - Police Supt
Nick C Waterschoot, Pristina.




this is!

THE response by Lt Col Vere Nicoll (“GSM is
about to be overtaken by events”, Jan)
exposes the muddle within the MoD regard-
ing awards of medals of all sorts.

Lt Col Vere Nicoll indicates that a total of
six “campaign” medals from four separate
agencies have been issued to cover service
in the Balkans in the past decade. The whole
messy business might best have been cov-
ered by a single British award of real stand-
ing. Itis not too late to issue such a medal
and allow others to be held as keepsakes
along the lines of the Saudi and Kuwaiti
medals for the Guif conflict.

PS12(A) suggests that only one medal is
issued to cover each campaign. There are
two medals for Korea (one British and one
UN) and two general service medals for
Brunei 1962.

Importantly it can be argued that the Accu-
mulated Service Medal is a second award for
those reaching a certain amount of time on
active service, for which another medal has
already been awarded. The different ribbon,
attached to the original medal and clasps,
might have served equally well.

INADEQUATE

One reason behind the ASM is the inade-
quacy of marking active service with the
existing Campaign Service Medal having
been in issue for 37 years and having gone
through more than a dozen clasps.

With the new Operational Service Medal, it
might be appropriate to continue the principle
of clasps for small actions not warranting
their own award but to issue a new medal
after, say, four campaigns. The alternative of
a new ribbon for each action will be a chestful
of medals akin to our American cousins.

MoD has also been unable to agree a long
service award for its officers because it
cannot cope with the problem of any element
of “good conduct” which might deprive some
commissioned ranks of the medal — yet every
other country manages it and some of our
finest sergeant majors don't have an LS and
GCM because of events in their reckless
youth.

Finally, it is interesting to note that while
the BEM has gone, the OBE and CBE
remain. Perish the thought that there is
vested interest in the higher echelons. —
Wing Cdr Colin Cummings, Yelvertoft,
Northants.

® Col Tinson’s book “Medals Will Be Worn”

(Books, Dec) is yet more confirmation that
whenever anomalies are discussed, the
omission of one for service in the Suez Canal
Zone 1951-54 always gets a mention. Some-
thing went wrong with the system. - W H D
Podd, Lowestoft.

CPL Jerrv Winfield (Mailbag, January) is
unconvinced by our arguments, pub-
lished in the November edition of Soldier,
that British troops are better off paying
taxes when on operations.

He raises some interesting points and
maintains that US soldiers receive the
same wages as their British counterparts
wrong!

British soldiers are better paid than our

American cousins, and here are the
monthly salary figures to prove it: US Pte
$888-§959 per month, UK Pte $1,215-
$2,161, thus the British soldier may earn
more than double that of a US private in
basic pay.

In Cpl Winfield’s case, his basic pay
may be between $2,035-$2,701 a month,
some $849-$1,216 a month more than an
American corporal. These comparisons
are made using an exchange rate of US
$1.53t0 £1.

It is worth noting too, that we have not

MOD RESPONDS TO THE GREAT

included any British length-of-service
increments in our figures.

Cpl Winfield is quite correct when he
says that we did not mention other bene-
fits paid to US soldiers on operational
tours.

No we did not, but then we did not
mention the benefits paid to or received
by British soldiers either. '

HIDDEN BENEFITS

They include Longer Separated Service
Allowance (LSSA) at £4.29 a day lower
rate, £5.90 a day middle rate, £8.04
higher rate; free food and single accom-
modation while on deployment; 14 days’
R&R per six months’ tour; one month’s
additional post operational tour leave; 20
minutes’ free telephone calls a week; free
aerogrammes; free family travel warrants;
free provision of national daily newspa-
pers; free CSE shows and so on.

Yes, the Americans (other ranks only)
receive Foreign Duty Pay, but then

“WHY ARE WE TAXED ON OPS’ DE

Facts say you .

British other ranks and officers both
receive the X factor at 12 per cent of basic
pay, irrespective of whether or not they
are serving in an operational theatre — a
much better deal, particularly as it counts
towards our pensions,.

Speaking of which, the British Armed
Forces pension is one of the best in the
world . . . immediate, non-contributory
and index-linked from age 55. A lot of
civilians, let alone other foreign armed
forces, would give their eye teeth to be a
member of such a pension scheme.

KNOCK-ON EFFECT

The point we made regarding the pay-
ment of tax and the knock-on effect on
daily pay was quite genuine. The British
Forces are very well served by the Armed
Forces Pay Review Body — an indepen-
dent group of people who give up their
time to serve on the body and who rec-
ommend our levels of pay to the Govern-
ment of the day. e

—~ -~

Army drivers' pay doesn't
sound like such a bad deal

IN reply to Cpl AGC (SPS) (Mailbag, Feb) concerning the differ-
ence in pay between Service and civilian drivers, | am the
transport officer of a static squadron in which civilians work
alongside soldiers. There is no distinction between their
duties: both go on annual battle camps and do duty driver and
other mundane tasks. My civilian drivers are paid £186.08 a
week, boosted by inner-London pay to £220.10. They might
make £260 while employed as duty driver, which happens
every six to eight weeks. The corporal is paid £351.75, while a
Class 1 Band 1 gets £261.45 for doing the same work. So stop
moaning and get on with the job you volunteered for. PS: Can
you inform me where my drivers can earn £420 a week? - G A
Stevens, MTO, 238 (London )Signal Squadron, Chelsea Barracks,

London.

7 “It’s OK for you

Write a funny caption
for this photograph,
first published in Sol-
dierin 1954. The
best, in the opinion of
the Editor, will win a
silver-plated book-
clock bearing the
Army logo. Usual
competition rules
apply and entries
should reach us by

b March 31.

Mounting cost of court

mounting those medals

OVER the past three years I have
deployed on three tours, giving me three
different medals. I had each of them court
mounted (CM), a simple matter which
never fails to open a can of worms. I turn
to Soldier to seek clarification.

Material Regulations (Mat Regs) state
a soldier must pay for court mounting. . .
fair enough. My concern is the varying
costs charged by tailoring facilities, not
only Army-wide, but within the same
garrison. Who accounts/audits the vast
sums collected for CM, which authority

sets the prices and what is the payment
for? The RLC provides the equipment
and tailors or tailoresses are on contract.
As all soldiers are entitled to know what
they are paying for, the answer to my
questions should be disseminated to all.
General opinion appears to be that this
is a taboo subject. Bearing in mind the
huge troop deployments of recent years,
and the mere handful of rtailoring
facilities, where does the money go? —
Sgt, AGC, Germany (name and
address supplied). e

The AFPRB takes evidence from the
whole of our remuneration packages
when assessing their annual recommen-
dation, and the payment of tax forms a
part of their calculation.

The bottom line is this: believe it or not,
the British Serviceman is berter off paying
tax on operations.

Meanwhile, we have secured further
improvements to our financial conditions
of service since our article appeared;
details of the latest enhancements to
LSSA announced by Defence Secretary
Geoffrey Hoon appeared in the February
issue of Soldier.

Enhancements include the lowering of
qualifying service from three years to 18
months and the payment of £1,000
bonuses to those who have experienced
excessive turbulence.

Convinced yet? The facts suggest you

two ... I'm the poor
b....... holding it
together!”

should be. — Maj Debs Kershaw,
DPS(A), MoD, London.
s
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You wrote Wheelbarrow

off well before its time

YOUR report “Groundhog has its day”
(Kitstop, Feb) said Bison and Groundhog,
the remote-controlled EOD vehicles, had
been brought into service in Kosovo
because Wheelbarrow could not cope
with the rough terrain. I can categorically
state that this is untrue.

As a member of one of the RLC EOD
teams attached to the Royal Engineers in
Kosovo, I can confirm our Wheelbarrow
never had a problem with terrain-crossing
on any of its operational tasks.

In fact, Wheelbarrow was the only

SOLDIER March 2000

remote-controlled vehicle to complete a
rough terrain assault course built by the
RE. After their failed attempt, Bison and
Groundhog were sent for repair and, to
the best of my knowledge, were never
deployed on an operational task.

I believe that, at £130,000 each - for
the basic model — the reason the Royal
Engineers do not have Wheelbarrow, and
an IEDD capability beyond battlefield
clearance of military booby traps, is one
of cost. — Sgt Malcolm Quigley, 11
EOD Regiment RLC.

WRITE TO: SOLDIER, ORDNANCE ROAD, ALDERSHOT, HANTS GU11 2DU @ E-mail: soilmag @btinternet.com

RE better off

PS ...

We're both vital

MY letter (Closure of our ACIO would be a
disaster, Jan) gave the impression that |
did not think troops in Kosovo merited
new accommodation. That is far from the
truth. What Pte Baird (Replacing our
freezing tents should be a priority, Feb)
needs to understand is that if recruiting
offices close, enlistments will go down
resulting in fewer troops on the ground,
which would guarantee him more unac-
companied tours in places such as
Bosnia. Money should be spent keeping
troops happy because our best source of
recruiting is word of mouth from serving
soldiers on leave . . . but we also need
recruiting offices for applicants to go into.
— §8gt Ann Ford, ACIO Horden, Co Durham.

Smoking out truth

IS there a cunning plot behind the reports
(Feb) on the new Joint NBC Regiment
becoming operational and Army No
Smoking Day on March 87 Will the Fuchs
and PBDA vehicles be used to hunt down
nicotine-crazed soldiers sneaking off fora
quick drag? — R A Hamilton, Southport.

Scots Guards visit

| thoroughly enjoyed your story on the
three Guards regiments in Northern Ire-
land (Jan). Members of the Glasgow
Branch of the Scots Guards Association
visited the 1st Battalion at Ballykinler
last year and had a wonderful time. We
were also given a good insight into the
Guards on peacekeeping duties and our
thanks must go to Lt Col J C Stewart, the
CO, for his permission to visit the battal-
ion, and to RSM Ronnie Convery for his
invitation. —Jimmy Middleton, ex-Scots
Guards 1944-48), Glasgow.

Watercolour rifle

The watercolour by Joan Wanklyn (D-Day
for Hertfordshire Yeomanry, Books, Dec)
shows infantry armed with SMLE and
appropriate long bayonet. Troops
engaged in that action carried the Lee-
Enfield Mk IV with either the short screw-
driver blade bayonet or the improved
short fluted blade bayonet. — Islwyn E
Howe, Bristol.

That Para picture

IN response to criticism (PS, Nov) of the
photograph of 10 Para’s final parade, it is
unfortunate that someone who voices
his opinions about a photograph with
such vitriol could not have directed his
energy to a campaign to save the battal-
ion. Officers and men of 10 Para (V) were
advised not to speak to the media, but
the author, with his background and
civilian status, could have been a great
benefit. Did he, while moaning about a
picture we in the battalion were pleased
with, bother to generate any media cov-
erage for the veterans? — Maj D Reynolds,
Para (V), Media Ops Gp.




The regular feature in
which we ask soldiers for
their views on an issue

LCpl David
Johnston, 4 Armd
Engr Sqn

Some allowances are
fair, but LOA in Ger-
many is getting lower
and is reaching a ridicu-
lous level. As a single
soldier | picked up about ‘
£90 last month, which restricts the amount
of time we can spend in the community
because we can't afford to go out. Having
said that, we do get petrol vouchers, so fuel
is cheap . . . about a third of UK prices.

Cpl Paul Bowdler,
4 Armd Engr Sqn

Information about
allowances is some-
times hard to get
because the admin
office staff have limited
knowledge them-
selves. | find the Motor
Mileage Allowance
(MMA) confusing. | can claim mileage from
Dover to my home in Chester, and from
Chester to Dover, but | still have to make the
journey from Calais to Osnabriick and can’t
claim for that.

Spr Rob Green,
4 Armd Engr Sqn

The Longer Separated
Service Allowance
(LSSA) — the bonus
paid whenever you are
away from your “home”
—is really good. But
LOA is a joke. The cost
of living in Germany is high and we get
£2.33 a day extra. LOA does not give sol-
diers an incentive to come to Germany.
Receiving information about allowances is
haphazard and usually via the grapevine.

Tell us more

Allowances have always carried with them the potential for
controversy = too much, not enough, not fair. We asked sol-
diers serving with 21 Engineer Regiment in Osnabrlck for
their views on the Living Overseas Allowance (LOA) and
Longer Separated Service Allowance (LSSA), among others.

Capt Taff Williams, HQ

Generally the allowances are fair, although
the LOA has recently
dropped because it is
calculated in relation to
the exchange rate with
the mark. Since the
pound is strong, LOA
has suffered. But with
other allowances and
items like cheap fuel,
there is still a good
incentive to come to Germany. There is a
booklet available which identifies entitle-
ments.

Spr Colin Pierce, 4 Armd Engr Sqn
It's only right we should
be paid more for being
away from home
although | have seen
LOA halved since I've
been here. Despite
that, there are some
perks to a German
posting. We can buy
cheap cigarettes and
electrical goods, and the fuel coupons offer
a big saving. | feel we are given plenty of
information.

SSgt Richard &
Nelson, 4 Armd J
Engr Sgn

Allowances for the mar-

ried people are fair but

the single soldiers seem

to get a rough deal. Yet

they are doing the same

job in the same environ-

ment. The best concession is the family
allowance. Those with children get the
British allowance, topped up by the German
Government to the same level available to
their citizens.

Interviews: Ray Routledge

Pictures: Steve Dock

Spr Rob McGurk,

7 HQ Sqn

There is always room
for improvement, but
generally the
allowances are fair. |
don't feel we get suffi-
cient information prior
to coming on a tour
because most of the
entitlements | have heard about have come
through hearsay. We could do with a formal
briefing on allowances.

Spr Robert Elton, 4 Armd Engr Sqn

Most of the allowances
are fair although the
LOA is low, because
we have suffered due
to the strong pound. It
should be reviewed, as
it is simply not enough.
It has declined over the
last few years. LSSR is
the best allowance and
| think we get plenty of information and help
with filling-in forms.

LCpl George
Paterson, 7 HQ Sqn

There isn't much differ-
ence between the
allowance | was being
paid in Kosovo and that
in Germany, yet our
Nato colleagues seem
to be doing a lot better
than us financially, even though we are doing
the same job. When it comes to identifying
allowances the chief clerk is very helpful.

Spr Neil MacDonald, 7 HQ Sqn

Because | hadn’t been
in for three years, |
missed out on some
allowances when |
served in Kosovo. That
is wrong when | am
doing the same job as
someone else, facing
the same dangers and
the same discomforts.
In those circumstances we should all be
treated equally.
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VOLVO
for life

THE LATEST ARRIVAL
FROM VOLVO WILL
CERTAINLY MOVE YOU

AS WILL THE EXCEPTIONAL PRICE SAVING

The new V70 estate has been built without compromise to be our best yet, offering you the ultimate combination of
versatility and driveability. Whilst serving on your overseas military posting, don’t miss the opportunity to purchase this

unique new model at a special military tax free price from the world’s leading manufacturer of estate cars.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE BRAND NEW VOLVO V70 ESTATE, INCLUDING SPECIAL TAX FREE PRICES
FOR BOTH RIGHT AND LEFT HAND DRIVE MODELS, UNRIVALLED PART-EXCHANGE VALUATIONS AND
DETAILS OF VOLVO'S OWN HM FORCES CAR LOAN SCHEME, CONTACT US DIRECTLY ON

UK 01707 262 388

vced.tdsuk@memo.volvo.se

Alternatively, please complete and return the coupon below
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LET US SHOW
YOU AN EASIER ©
WAY OF BUYING =
YOUR TAX FREE

CAR WITH RO
SMALL PRINT.

01323 739675
01323 734560

01307860183/ 0130 827633






