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FINANCING YOUR NEW 
VOLVO 

LOW RATE FINANCE IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
A LIMITED PERIOD AT 

6.5% 
FOR ORDERS PLACED BETWEEN MARCH 1ST AND 

APRIL 30TH 1993 

FOR EXAMPLE: VOLVO 440 Xi - $150 PER MONTH 
(APR 12.96%) FOR 60 MTHS 

MINIMUM 10% DEPOSIT 

FOR A FULL QUOTATION 
PLEASE CONTACT 

VOLVO EXPORT 
0707 262388 

PRICES EXCLUDE DELIVERY. FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS. 

(Not in conjunction with any other offer) 

-1% Edltor 
Chris Honocks Exl235! 
Edltor 
John EUMI 235 
kdstsnl Editor6 
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Gordon skilling 23M 
Phll wiicox 236: 
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Terry Chempion 235‘ 
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MEditw 
Le8 Gwyer 2351 
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Llbrarlan 
Bill Shoud 235 

235: 

235 
F%Z&trhutbn 
Janice Follwdl 
F U  2351 

SO&mln ie p h i l s M  by lb MhlW I 
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~xpm~,ant). 6 Lwam Gun Roa 
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Paderborn joy 
as Ord troops i%5 I WITH A tough sixmonth 7, 

fly home ”* 

United Nauons tour behind 
them, the first Bntish troops to 
serve in war-torn Boslua have 
returned home to Germany, writes S d  Maddison. I 

Families waited anxiously at and Vitez, the Cheshire HQ. Yugdavia, who were very 
RAF Gutersloh for more than At Guterslob, Col W d  proud of their heritage. 
50 men and w ~ m c a  from the “You have to rummkr that 
Headquarters and Hcadqw- noops. “Thcir presence in youarelnaweuminginanother 
ters Company of the British Bosnia has given a degree of person’s war and that makes 
National Support Ekment stability to the war-torn things hard, but p must 
(NSE) to complete the tinal leg countrg and there is no doubt concentrate on the job you have 
of their journey from to do,” he said. 

For Col Wood thae 
were also happy mem- 

split. 
Led by Lt ColMalcolm 

Wood, who commanded ories of the tour, such as 
the65O-~tronaNSEinBosnia, that they have helped huma- the NSE’s Christmas carol 

mnart which united Croatian 
and Mudim children for the 
first time. 

For many m p s ,  including 
LCpl Camline Cove, a clerk 
with the NSE in Smjevo, the 
dtvastatiou of towns and 
villages was the hardest thing to 
scapt. 

“It just wasn’t as I imagined 
it destruction, would be. not It was one just building total 

was untouched. I saw many 
people who were sufferw from 
malnutrition - it was very 
upsetting,” Now posted she to said. the UK, LCpl 

Cove received tremendous 
Tumtop.g.5 

pmiMcl the work of British 

the troops rekemted h o s t  a 
dozen merent  units, the 
majority from Paderbom-based 
5/6 Ordnance Battalion. 
Pro* vital logistic sup 

port to British mops escorting 
humanitarian aid convoys, the 
NSE cumntly has personnel 
throughout the lines of com- 
munication across the former 
Yugoslavia - from the Croatian 

Tomislavgrad, Gornii Vakuf 
port of split, through to 

nitarian aid reach people who 
would not otherwise have 
received it.” 

He described the situation in 
Bosnia as difficult and volatile, 
but added that he and his 
trwps had always had a very 
clear and precise job to do, 
which was to support the 
British force. He said British 
troops had never failed to be 
moved by the suffering among 
the people of the former 

FRONT COVER Pte Jamn Roberts of Corsham-based 9 
Odnance Battalion RAOC unzlpr hls fleld Jacket to 
w v r l  “onlon skln” layers of the new Combat Sddler 96 
clothlng. Sea Pages 15-17 for full detalls. (Picture Terry 
Charnoion 
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t 
If the cur you're looking for 
isn't here, it isn't anywhere. 

D 
1 

A ~~ 

~ 

~~~~~~ car is supported by 3 year/ 
DT reliability and value. 
From the stylish new Colt hab3-hac.k with the pprforation guarantee and a 3 year Pan European 

vailability of Lmth power steering and automatic breakdown and recovery service. 
ransmission to the new 140 mph Signa and the go 
n-haq 3 & 5 door ShaguM. happy to show you around the best cars in town. 

warranty a 6 year anti-com in 

Beforr you buy a new car give us a call. We'll be 

Troops help 
~ - 

J 
of evacuees 
in rescue-" S .  5 

I 

BrUTIkH mops b.sed in 
Tuzln helpca receive Muslim 
refugees evacuated f m  the 
asieged Bcsnian town of 
Srebrrnica by d. 

othv soldiers M c d  an 
air!MdusnlbyFrrnchpumD 
and Royal Navy Sep King 
helicoptms to land seriously- 
m d  Muslims. 

Later, two British helicop 
ters flew into Srcbrenlca and 
winched up two i n j d  
culsdinn&asiiumthemof 
of the temporary hcsdquarters 
of Gen philippc Marillon, and 
fkWthemfOTuzln. 

S O l d i v s f r o m C C O ~ ~ , 1  
cheshirrhpvewWtak+nOW 
from B Squadron, 16WSth 

Bnnation Group deparn non 
month. 

The advance party ofdu 1st 
Battalion, The Prince of 
W h ' s  own Regimmt of 
YorkshLc arrives at Split an 
April 23, with the muin 
battalion group =to takeever 
on May 14. 

The Y o r k  are being 
supported by sddias &an 
from the 1st Battalion, The 
Gordon Higllhdas, 1st Batta- 
lion, The Quc+n's Lnncpshirr 
Rcgimmt and the 1st Battalion, 
The Argyll and Sutherhd 

' I k ~ s n p p u p r e s e n c e w i i l  
be formed by 1 Fi id  and 45 
Field Support Squadron of 21 
Engineer Regiment, accompa- 
nied by 522 Specialist Team 
Royal Engkas. 

The National Support Ele- 
ment based on 5 Ordnance 
Battalion RACK supported by 
17 Squadron RCT will be re- 
placed by 27 Regiment, Royal 
Logistic Corps. Operation 
Grapple is the first overseas 
opemtional deployment for the 
newly-formed corps. 

7 
.... ."". 

hubishi G a h t  
x model line-up for this capable 
press include ls00 k 2-litre 
dmr saIwn~, Z-litm Ibvahv GTi 
rd 4WD/4WS (Pour Wheel W e /  
nuWheelStea)Satoons.Phlse 
b e  and a lbvalve 4WD/4WS 

tubishi Space W e n  
The people carrier par 

excellence. carries 7 
adults in cmnfort. 

4 

Paderborn joy 
I 
I eFronrP.g.3 

publiaty during her tour, after 
ha f m  prqmd to ha on 
live television on Chtisrmas 
morning. 

And for one little girl - 
four-ymr-old Angela Kirkland 
- the finnl wait for the RAF 
H a d e s  to land at Gutmfoh 
was h o s t  too much to hear. 
She had travelled with ha 
mother, Gina, from their home 

in Paderborn to meet daddy, 
Sgt BiUy Kirklvld from 5 
Ordnance Battalion. 
Gina discovaed she was 

pregnant two wceks after BiUy 
left for Bosnia. Several weeks 
later she found it wa8 to be 
twins and broke the news to a 
"shocked but delighted" BiUy 
by signal. His rem is 
putectly timed - the babies M 
due in late Jnne. 

Lancers. 
The fomtion of the Royal 

Logistic corps bas teen 
celebrated in theatre by a series 

badging ceremonies held at 
British unit locations through- 
out the Bosnia and Hercegovina 
Command. 

M y ,  the first logistic 
tmops have been replaced on 
roulement and the 1 Cheshire 

of low-key parades and E- 

UIIC 
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tor insurance,-. 
ed anywhere ~ Q U  like, ..: .. . . . .  
Pou 

I U.K. HOT LINE FREE PHONE FROM 
0278 455555 &,p-- 
Vdylds Rd Brtdgwater, TA6 4DG EF.LUUM 418 iimio 

F u m n d  ~ t u * ' k d # s  m n W .  

.- - - - -,- -,-- -- -s - -31:- r 
, .  sra+B*h.arh.and.wo+&*eD*Q 

22OlWfield Road,'St Albans, He& ALl4LW 
Name ................................................................. 
Address ............................................................... 

................................................ Tel ...................... 
............................................................................. 

Please s b t e  your particular requlremenb below 

............................................................................. ---------------- 

I 

1' 

I 

b 

back to the Msori wars of 
1863. A ucw 4 Rcgimem - 
d 4 Gene& support 
Rqiment - is to k crated at 
Abingdon on the formation of 
the Royal Lagistic CaPS. new wundron. tlw 3rd nnc) Divkien. 

parts, the old 11 Squadron will 
&abmd,'bnt th& name of 76 

tank transponer drivm f6r the forming at Abinsii~n is pm of 

Of 4 ADTR's wmponent 0 Soldiers of 33 Squadron .Manbus of the RCT 
at Marchwood Militpry RCT mnrched off the s q m  at 

Bunde 

Pioneers' final Freedom 

Depot in 
.ATR role 
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Drivers train 
for Op Grapple 
BOSNIA-bound soldiers from 

RCThevebeenputthrough 
their paw at the Cophill 
Down FIBUA (fightin% in 
built.up area) mining comp%x 
on Salisbury Piain. 

More than 200 completed 
fiveday pa&ges of training at 
copehill Down, the biggest 
such facility in Europe. 
Mea and women from 27 

deploying on Operation Grap 
ple for a six-month tour. The 
regiment's 30-strong hcadquar- 
ten element under Lt Col Jhn 
M o h  left for Bosnia at the 
end of hiarch. 

The regiment will provide 
logistic ~ ~ p p o r t  for Grapple 
aoops and vanspat human- 
itarian aid to towns and villages 
cut off by the fighting. 

At CopehiU Down, the 
rmckies were instructed by 
d&ers from C Company, 3rd 
Batfalion, The Parachute Regi- 

A ~ ~ ~ D P W  27 Regimmt 

Re@ me in the pmcess of 

ment, also based at Aldershot. 
The Paras stepped in at short 

tom Bugle in the United States 
atul a live-fing exercise at 
Smnybridge. 

Tackling the confidence 
~llllse at Copehii requires 
stamina and a head for heights. 
LCpl Andy Purdy, 3 Para, said 
of the truckies: "They've all 
done well. It's all about getting 
them to work together as a feam 
and giving them contidence." 

MdCe between EX&= Phan- 

SWINGATE 
GOES OFF 
THE AIR 
The Royal Slgnnie' p m -  
once at Swmpae, Dover 
mxis8d on M m h  31 wlth 
the cio8un Of the Tropo- 
spheric SC8ttw R8dlo Link 
8t8Uon which ha8 p m  
vld8d a communication8 
link batwean the United 
Klngdom and Germany. 

Th8 Won, rite Of a 
pioneer md8f bcliity in 
1937, h8s bmn mmbn 
by a8t8Uite technology. 

Wngat8'a thfw dlrr- 
tiactlvr tow#r will m d n  
in 118s W h  the BBC and 
th8 colaguard. 

Wessex truckies disband 
NEARLY 100 years of service 
came to an end at midnight on 
March 31 when 155 (Wessex) 
Transpon Regiment (Volun- 
teers) disbanded under Options 
for Change. 

The regiment's fkg was 
lowered for the last time at its 
Taunton headquarters during a 
ceremony led by the comman- 

ding offrcer, Lt Col Derek 
Brown. 

Most of in 600 permme€, 
from units based in Taunton, 
Plymouth, Bristol, south- 
ampton, Weymouth, Ports- 
mouth and Reading, have been 
re-appointed to other regim- 
ents. The regiment traced its 
history back to 1897. 

c 

Merging 
drop for 
4 and 
15 Para 
THE Parachute Regiment's 
two TA battalions from the 
north of the UK marked their 
merger under Options for 
Change the Catterick with a Training joint jump Area. on 

A total of 152 men floated 
down from three RAF Hercules 
on a morning of hazy sun on 
Downholme Moor. They in- 
cluded 90 from 4 Para (HQ 
Pudsey near Leeds) and 62 
from the Scottish 15 Para. 

First man out was 4 Para's 
CO, Lt Col John oallagher and 
last man down was Lt col Stew 
Cave, the retirjng CO of 15 
Para. Coincidentally both men 
joined 15 Para as privates in the 
70s. 

The jump was followed by an 
amalgamation parade at Wath- 
gill Camp with the Colad 
commaadant of the Parachute 
Regiment, Lt Gen sir Miehael 
Gray, as .in& offrcer. 

Follow~ng the merger 8 

reconstituted 4 Para nrjw 
commands 15 (Sautish) Com- 
pany as one of its three & 
companies. The other two arc 
13 Coy Oldham, and 17 (by 
Tyne-Tees, with HQ Coy based 
in Pudsey and incl- 
subunits in Lincoln and 
LeiEester. 
The new batpalion &aims to 

be one of the w@st-spreud in 
the Army, drawing recruits 
from the English Midlands to 
the North of Scotland. 

11 
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ents. The regiment traced its 
history back to 1897. 

c 

Merging 
drop for 
4 and 
15 Para 
THE Parachute Regiment's 
two TA battalions from the 
north of the UK marked their 
merger under Options for 
Change the Catterick with a Training joint jump Area. on 

A total of 152 men floated 
down from three RAF Hercules 
on a morning of hazy sun on 
Downholme Moor. They in- 
cluded 90 from 4 Para (HQ 
Pudsey near Leeds) and 62 
from the Scottish 15 Para. 

First man out was 4 Para's 
CO, Lt Col John oallagher and 
last man down was Lt col Stew 
Cave, the retirjng CO of 15 
Para. Coincidentally both men 
joined 15 Para as privates in the 
70s. 

The jump was followed by an 
amalgamation parade at Wath- 
gill Camp with the Colad 
commaadant of the Parachute 
Regiment, Lt Gen sir Miehael 
Gray, as .in& offrcer. 

Follow~ng the merger 8 

reconstituted 4 Para nrjw 
commands 15 (Sautish) Com- 
pany as one of its three & 
companies. The other two arc 
13 Coy Oldham, and 17 (by 
Tyne-Tees, with HQ Coy based 
in Pudsey and incl- 
subunits in Lincoln and 
LeiEester. 
The new batpalion &aims to 

be one of the w@st-spreud in 
the Army, drawing recruits 
from the English Midlands to 
the North of Scotland. 

11 
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0. ' I  - - - - -  - -  I As part of a busy schedule on a visit to 
the Far East, the R l n a u  of wales 
was a welcome guest at the British the Gurkhas Gurkha camp In Kalhmandu 

. . I Seen prectishg his old signalling &iHs on board 
HMS Marlborwgh, watched bytheship'scommanding 
ofhcer, Commander Poter Eborh, John had M e n  to 
the Royal Navy to see if it wouM be W i M e  to go to 
sea for a day e .................. 
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Howwillyoucopeieavingbehindold haunts,oidmutlnesnottomention 

old mates? Fortunately, there’s a way to k e p  in touch with the past and 

look to the future -The Royal British Legion. 

With 1000 clubs nationwide you can always find somewhere to 
reminisce, play sport and enloy an evening’s entertainment with people 

from similar backgrounds to your own. 
As a member you’ll also quaii i for discount travel, insurance and 

other benefits. But more importantly, while you’re helping yourself, your 

membership will k i p  other ex.Service people In nee 
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W i - y w M  Shared Ownership (DIYSO) enables you to 
purchase between 25% and 75% of your new home. 
For the remaining percentage you can pay a low rent to 
the housing association. As your earning power 
increases you can become a 100% home-awner in your 
own time - should you wish to do so. 
lhe schetne, sponswed by the Housing &prattiOn,is being operatedin fhe 
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goDutch 1 
IF YOU look a hnle closer, you prove the final version of the 
might just spot that the soldier British Army’s new combat 
sharing your sht trench looks ouffit. 
different. Outwardly, there Over the next two years, 
might seem little of note, but Combat Soldier ’95 will see 
that’s not surprising, because troops switch to wearing a 
it’s what he is wearing under series of layers of clothing 
his coat that sets him apart. instead of the standard shirt, 

world-wide have been chosen to The Dutch Army CPU it an 
More than 2,OOO mops pullover and combat suit. 

‘‘omon skin”-apstepnr 
bsause the layers can 
be peeled OB as 
rrguirrd. 

At skin level, soldiers wil l  
wear a T-shirt in summer or 
a field shirt in winter. The 
latter is effectively a zipped 
roll-neck Norwegian sbirt of 
the type that British soldiers 
have been buying 
privately at their own 

1 

inforPOrates anumber 
of innovative idcas. 
The mid-thigh 1 
jacket buttoas with is maSe of 

ripstop material to incrensc yeaKkdtosoldiersspnding 
dmbiIity. It d e s  a am- hundreds of pounds buying .. 

and has map 

stage it is planned to 
carry bpdges of nnk on the 
fmnt of the lightweight and 
M d  jackets only. 

Accading to the Army’s 
Dicccmr of Cbthing and 
T d e s ,  Brig Richard Kirby, 
the pwr stsndnrd of combat 
clothing issued for a number of 

their “Quite own franldy, *It. this was very 
nnsatisfactoiy, but we believe 
that Combat Soldier ’95 is a 
winning package:’ he said. 

“The final tmop trialis being 
cartied out to futctune the 
uniform, for sizing, to confirm 
COQmedc elements and that it is 
soldier-pmf. The Nonveghn 

erurntonexfpg. 
t5  
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battlefirld. The existing ba 
dress uniform‘ o f f 4  
protection against the 
while the 

r 

L 
ahwo BIy..-w(b * 
prorr wmv W I l m  
op.n(ln(l#urpmt 

R l p R 1 - ~ *  comb.1 
assault boot i s  displayed 
by a soldier wearing a 
T-shirt and a lightweight 
combat jacket. The new 
boot which requires little 
wearing-in, incorporates 
partlal speed iaclng 

what the tishting mpL-- 
needed, said Anny commqn- 
dus, was a combat suit whieB 
was rainproof and would not 
pRvent ewporation of sweat 
fmm the body; which kcpt out 
the cold in winta and yet ms 
not too hot in summer; which 
was inconspicum and would 
stand rough wage. 
In 1949, the Ministry of 

Supply produced the British 
Army’s 6mt purposcmPde 
combat suit of airtame-styk 
smack, wu8ers, high leather 
boots, a poncho, a peplrcd 
&-cap and a short greatoxt 
SimiLt to the wartime iap 
jacket. 

The theory khind the new 
suit was its compprison to ahot 

I 

Oniorrr tht typ IyEenfly b u d  ta 
British SOMins in Basnia. 

By 1955, aoop tdpls in 
BAOR were underway to proof 
the combat suit which hpd only 
seen suvice in Korea, and an 
improved vusion of the Korean 
canbat uniform in wtton- 
=teen m t  on gemral buc. 
In the early ‘7h, the A m y  

inucduced a disruptive panan 
material @PM) for its combat 

7 t 
1 

I? 
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I56 (Inkerman) Battery RA in Northern Ireland 

Gunners in town 
country role and 

SOLDIERS of 156 (Inkerman) 
Battery, Royal Artillery have 
lust completed a “town and 
countrv” tour in Northern 
Ireland They spent the f n t  
half of their roulement in the 
calmtryside around south 
Armagh before being switched 
to operations in east Belfast 

The battery, originally de- 
ployed as pan of the l Green 
Howards Battalion Group Dru- 
rmdd roulement battalion, was 
subsequmtly put under com- 
mpnd of the Antugh mulrment 
blndiona the 2nd Bltmlion, 
llre LWIt InBnay. 

I n P a r h w t h e D u n a u r  
were uaohsd to the light 
Intkwyb bDse at lkssbmolr 
MUI. Membas of 156 Battery 
mDDncd pamnnmt vehicle 
checkpoiata 011 the rppmnches 

top obswation towus. 
FoUowi~g the deployment of 

a t w c l f t h b a t t a b n t o t h e  

to the *, Md mounfpin- 

theatre, the Green Howards 
were switched to become 
Girdwcod roulement hattabon 
in north Belfast and 156 Battery 
found itself attached to the 7th 
Battabon, The Royal Irish 
Regiment in east 
Belfast 

“Worlung with the 
Royal Irish, we found 
ourselves operaung in 
support of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary 
around &res RUC stations at 
Dunmuny, Donegal PISa and 
Mount Pattingw,” mid the 
Battuy commands, M.i Kim 
wh*-hiauow&. 

“Much of our work involved 
setliltg up Vchick  Chcckpoillta 
to 4 off& city cmm and 
prrvent tnhiclcborne h p m  
dad aploeivc devices (IEDs) 
getting tluough the fordon.” 

Theguneasfoundrbew 
of lift quiclccr in the city thpn 
mnl opntions. 

B 
“In south Armagh, the 

approach continues to he 
‘Slowly, slowly, catchee monk- 
ey’, but in the city the pace of 
life is much faster and terrorists 
take you on in a much more 

random fashion.” he 

I lords: 
aurie Manton 
ictures: 
like Perring 

explained. 
Within its llkm by 

3km tactical area of 
responsibility, 156 
battery provided a 
hason officer for each 

of ~e RUC Stations to act 
.B t& between police 

Said RUCL.0, Sgt Mark 
K&y: “We were kept busy 
with a variety of incidents 
illdudkg suspected IEDs 
t& plsced on d w a y  Lien, 
~ p m r y b o m b a , -  
murders and kneeappings.” 

&iag anrcbsd to 7 R W 
had its advantages, for the host 
unit had just taken dcIivery of 
the new Northem Ireland 

and Che Army 

I‘ 

B 

“snatch” vehicles and six were 
dished out to the gunners. 

Unfortunately, an urgent call 
for armoured Land Rovers for 
use in Bosnia resulted in four of 
the f48,000 vehicles being 
taken hack, but the soldiers 
were pleased enough with the 
two they retained. 

“This composite armoured 
V8 Land Rover is a great 
improvement. We have been 
very impressed by its perform- 
ance,” said Maj Wheeler- 
Mallows. 

The tour proved to he the 
swan song of 156 (Inkerman) 
Battery. Back at its Larkhill 
base, the battery and its parent 
regiment, 94 Locating Re@- 
a t ,  Royal Artillery ue 
PrrPMing for dmwdown. In 
seprrmber, the IcgimmI md 
its colnppplmf pprts ue due to 
b e p l a c e d i n s u s p e n d e d  
mimrtion. 

Battery takes up a defensive stance at 
vehicle chwL-’-‘ 
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I '  'I Above - a soldler plants exploahrw Into the slope ol a pomntlai 
avalanche - a task carried out to mlnlmlse rlsk on exerclse areas 

RigM - D n  Lenny Wllaon Is stlll rmltlng as she starts her eeeond 
lap on the 20km cross country race - 

words: 
Mal Steve Munns 
Pictures: I Sgt Man Timbers 



IN AN illuminated case near the Veterans Club. After a 
the doors leading to the chpoecofnanetotheALLmby 
strikingly-designed Caris- Club after the First World War 
brooke Hall in London’s and a subsequent retitling as 
Victory Services Club, a silver the Victory &-Services Club, 
m w d  and a gavel M on theplesartnamewasadopted 
display. in 1970 when members 
Eothcommemoratethelaying of the Forces were admitted to 

of the foundation stone in 1954 membership. 
of the club’s memorial wing. The dub’s only other appal 
Almost 40 years lata, the VIP for funds, which succewidly 
who laid the stone was back. led to its move h m  d 
This time, however, on an premisesinHolborn,wasmade 

at the end of the 
grosninB with top Second World War. A 

new dubhouse was 

lished in the old Co-wht Club in 
the Fdgware Road, 

occasion positively 

Purpose. 
Now the club’s 

Patron-in-chid, he was launch- 
ing an appal to fund a major 
wnversion of its bedroom 
facilities. 
As club chairman Maj Gm 

Laurie Gingell pointed out: 
‘‘When the wing was opened, it 
met the standard of hotel 
bedmrm accommodation at 
that time, with central bath- 
room and milet facilities 
provided on each of the seven 
bedrcmm floors. 

“Nowadays, the present 
generation of Servicemen and 
women and their families quite 
rightly expect much higher 
standards of bedrcmm accom- 
modation, with en suite 
facilities, and our intention is to 
m a t  this demand.” 
The club’s origins go back to 

1907, when Mr J A Malcolm 
and h i  Rider-Hanmrd. 
bmther of ’the author of-& 
Solomon’s Mines, founded it as 

which had tx& extensively 
used during the war as a dub 
for American Servicemen. 

The memorial wing, com- 
pleted in 1956, added 102 
bedmwns, including 59 twin 
moms which could be used by 
married couples. 

But naw, amid a flurry of 
drilling and plastering, both the 
or igh l  premises and the wing 
are being refwbded. 

“When someone walks in, 
they can’t sce the hidden 
improvements such as the 
completely new central heating 
boilers and roof, but that’s all 
part of the €2Mm progmmme 
which has gradually been 
bringing us right up to date 
over the p s t  ten years,” said 
general manager Graham 
Taylor. 

What is immediately appa- 
rent is the smart new entrance 
hall, officially opened by prince 

Philip in February on his first 
visit to the dub since 1987, 
replacing its ‘‘badly arrpnged, 
poorly lit” predecessor which 
didn’t give the right impression 
of mming into a club, Mr 
Taylor added. 

The two-year, €80,000 refur- 
bishment pmgramme for the 
130 single bedrooms in the old 
clnbhouse is being paid for out 
of the trading surplus. 

Ncw furniture, made by the 
dub’s head of maintenance, 
was fitted in 60 of the moms 
last year and ncw doors and 
locks were recently put in, 
starting on the fifth floor and 
working down to the second. 

Work on altering the fmt 14 
bedmoms in the memorial wing 
began on &Ch 1 and will take 
six months. 

The €250,000 project, 
funded by lcans frmn all three 
Services and donations, will 
involve converting moms verti- 

r 
Busy men: lunctione manager 
aevin Edmrds 

d y  through seven floors to 
provide two double en suite 
bedrooms on each flm. 

Completion of 42 additional 
bedmoms, at a a t  of 
€750,000, is due to sm next 
year-and that is where Prince 
Philip’s plea, aimed at the 
asembled throng of Colonels 
cmnmandsnt and Colonels of 
caps and regiments and other 
senior serving and retired 
members of the Royal Navy 
and Royal Air Force, came in. 
“our ni-service council feels 

it d d  go agsinst the aims of 
the dub of providing good 
inexpensive accommodation 
and food ifwe were to increase 
our charges,” said Mr Taylor, a 
former Welsh Guords captain. 

“But without doing so, we 
will be unable to raise the 
money for the second phase - 
hence the a@.’’ 

Like the hotel and catering 
industry, the dub  has been 
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I1 ‘MY SUPPORT ELEMENT QOGTR WORKSHOP 

rdese sappers  rLImm. J m r  

f i rst  among post ies  

1 the answers 1 
IF NOBODY else a n  deal with a 
miliary pmbkm in Hong Kong, give it 

out.  . . 
ing HQ British Fonu~, its duties are as 
diverse aa administering the Gend’s 
houw md organising the leave centre. 

dmKnts is an additional factor for Mai 
Lynne Davies as effective Cnmp 
commandpnt at HQ British F o m  in 
HMS Tanar. 

With 43 military and 65 civihl  
puaonnel, the ASE has to deal with all 
the administration and documentation 

ahciptine and welfare as well aa ilights to 
locDtione such p9 Brunei and Ncpal. 

dwhg the SOLDIBR team’s visit, is 

to the h y  suppat ElemCnt to soft 

A minar unit tsdred with administer- 

Dealing with Gurkh and chinesc 

for HQ pay, military -9 

Garrison Scrscpnt h i o r ,  WO (i.nl.on MICR F’MD, w i a m m m  

Military W c a  Corp, who mtlm this y u r  after 22 
~ F r p n k s o f ~ c o l d a - G ~ S  Qund*withS@Cho81WungT~olth.HwKOfl# 

ahv8ya havilg involwxi in pmtocol. Ynm’ nfvica 

THERE IS a eatsin mice*. to 
the gprrssion “BFPO 1”. The 
pasths o f 2 4 h t a l  .nd Courier 
-3 R d  Eneineus, 
who becpme members of the 
Royal Logistic corps this 
month, man BFPO 1 in Hong 
Kong and cover a mosdve area 
from Nepal and the middle of 
India to Kom, and south to 
B d .  

This nprrsenrs greater dk- 
tMcuthUl London to Amcricl. 
01 Nonb Africa to In- 
but the sappra boast rhat a 
letter wed in a Hong Kong 
Field Post Office at 3pm will 
k with the GPO in the United 
Ki&onl by *t rhe follow- 
ing momiqg. 

An dminl in S U m y  was 
stseeprsd recently to &ve a 
ktta m days after it m a  
pmted m South Kmca. 

with (WO OfnL-m, 20 otlar 
ranks and wen aviljat~s, Mai 
Howad Hughes, OC, Sirm to 
provide d y  the ume 
standud of service to the 
scntiamsn or woIIIp11, depar- 
dsclt or ~ v c r n m a t  sseacy chat 
is enjoyed in the UK for almost 
the ume price. 

There are two facets to 
operation: postal and courier. 
For the srmrc movement of 

24 PCS works in parallel with 
the 38 Foreign and Common- 
wealth Queen’s Messengus. 
Once a fortnight the Queen’s 
Messenger, often an ex- 
Serviceman, flies to Hong 
Kong and then on to Thailand 
and Nepal. The following week 
he goes to Brunei. Korca is 
covered by the FCO, while the 

1 sappers cover Kathmandu and 
Bangkok for the FCO. 

Closest to the Servicemen’s 
hean are the letter3 to and from 
home, 6,000 des away. Air 
mail is dispatched from the UK 
to Hong Kong and Thailand six 
days a week, and three times to 
Brunei, Korca and Nepal. 
AU mail flights are met by a 

member of the unit and bags 
are sorted at the Comaand 
Dismbution Office in Osborn 
Bprracks. 

N o d  civil pirmail from the 
UK is processed by the Postal 
and couria Depot at Mill Hill 
in London for sorting before 
dispatch. 

dassifed and diplomatic mail 

3-i 
Veteran Saracen 

THE LAST Sarpfcn repair 
d o n ,  at the Quem’s Own 
Gurkha Transport Regiment 
Workshop, has one sergeant, 
one corporal and five locally 
employed Chinese to keep the 
depleting fleet on the mad. 

The few rrmaining s p y  
are pooled at Gun Hdl 
Banacks, but the vehicle 
mechanics do more T~CM- 
ditioning and repking than 
replacing, said Capt Philip 
m. 

“Our Chinese workforce is 
very indusmous and d e s  
what is needed rather than 
rely on spnres backup,” he 
said. 

The unit mpintains the 
QOGTR vehicles to fust Line 
level only, and anything with 
a “down time” of more than 

eight hours is sent to 50 Hong 
Kong Workshop REME. 

The Smcen, which came 
into service in the 19508, has 
had countless modificptons 

situations. Though the vehi- 
cle is very reliable it is 
showing its age, said Cpl 
Bhtch Blatchford, recovery 
d o n  NCO. 

“The r d s  are not all that 
smooth and the battery 
securing brackets are snap- 
ping off, so we are putting in 
another modification. We 
have also got problems with 
the electrics. The rain hatches 
aren’t watcrprwf so moisture 
drips onto the control panels 
and switches. The humidity 
also affects components - 

and taken a lot of PuniShmUlt 
in many internal d t y  

Cpl Blfich E ord ch.ok. a S 8 c m  with SSgl 
Rmbahadudr RNw and Dvr Ranouddlm R.1 

when the  dam^ wts in they 
start The furring Leyland Up.G 6x6 heaw 

recovery iehide is anotha 
venerable friend and has 
hauled m y  a breakdown 
home. “We are a graveyard 
for old movery vehicles,” 
said SSgt Bill Bone, of 60 
HKWksp, affectio~tely. “It 
is not the quickest of vehicles 
and manages only about 
28mph downhill, but it has a 
vcry good 15-ton winch.” 

Almost all thc unit’s work 
involves madside recovery. 

The majority of the 200 
prsonnel in the workshop are 
IocPUy employed and look 
after all three services. The 
unit also hpsa remit to service 
vehicles in other countries. 
Whae facilities there for embassy are no vehicles, local 

the REME sends teams as far 
pficd as Outer Mongoh and 
Peking. 

“We also sponsor an annual 
cxcreise called HimplpMo 
Bluebell, whae we send a 
team to Ncpal to go round 
hospitals in outlying m s  to 
repair equipment,” said the 
OC, Maj David Egan. 

“It is a case of spending six 
weeks trekking round the 
hills with a toolbox in hand.” 

Maj Egan was rueful about 
the high standard of his 
Chinese workforce. 

“They takc great pride in 
their work and will spend a lot 
of time getting it just perfect. 
But we are costed every last 
minute of the day, and not 
every job needs to bc turned 
out as Rolls-Row quality. 
Sometimes the standard of 
their work is so immaculate 
you would never know a 
vehicle had been in for repair. 
I don’t think you will End 
better workmanship any- 
where.” 

An important aspect of the 
squadron’s work is dealing with 
post for the Gurkhas, w h m  
parcel mail is a particularly 
busy aspect of squadron life as 
it must all bc flown 10 Nepal. 

As well 88 providing postage 
stamps, the six FPO counters 
sell stamp for TV licences, 
process vehicle road fund 
licences and postal orders and 

have a facility to cash cheques. 
The Chinese civilians who 

work in the Service post offices 
display astonishing mental 
accounting skills. With ex- 
change rates fluctuating wildly 
and the Fixed Forces Rate 
having to be changed each 
week, Maj Hughes is amazed at 
how they keep track. 

“They are absolutely marvel- 

lous,” he said. “I can check 
their books at any time and 
they are never out. They have 
such phenomenal memories 
that they can round each 
customer up or down to 
compensate for the previous 
customer. 

“I honestly don’t know how 
they do it. They must have a 
balance sheet in their headsl” 
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Tom accepts 
Aden mission 
TOM HAMBLIN first saw Christ- 
church Aden soon after stepping 
off ttte troopship Devonshire m 
ISM. Built In 1883, it wa6 an 
mash parish church of great 
beauiy, s u m  by trees, and 
famulaf in passkrs to thousands Of m-. 

covered by inches of piaeMI 

Tom's mission, following con- 

droppinea AH the wned Qlass - 
and the bess - are kng Ip". 

lectbetween the Bishop of 
aruJthefledgling demo 
VsmcMRapUbKc,bto 
buikffng as a p!nca of worsklp. 

86mswhorsmembsrthered 
sletamofad ohrnch at Seamar 
point, IIW me om ~ o m w  
(3atholic and church of SeDtland 
churohes. may care to CDntribUle 

church ot Msn" shwld be sent to 
the Rt RevJohn Brown, Diocase 

Gulf, 2 Gf&wri 
2075, Nlmsia, 

of cvwus 
Afxentia, 
Cyprus 

L r Tpr Davld Gilmour: Mr Shore 
0t22Minshull New-, Cmwq 
Cheshire CW1 3PD Is liying to 
lraoa Tpr David Gllmour, who 
Served In Munsler 1971-1972 and 
Mwcrth 1972-1977. 

OCpI &In stem 16 (L lmh)  
Del 4 P a r a m  in posssrrsionof a 
pervta plste fhat is angraved 
"Presentad to cpd sam son Ry 3 
T m p  B Squadm QRIH'. It came 
in(0 fhb U M S  poasassion fmm a 
@rage whefe It was d i i e r e d  

seat of a vehicle. If cpi 
ston w anv  ers son with SUfRcient 

Para, T Cenlre, Newport, Linoohr 
LNI 3DT W: 0522 5243891, the 
plste will be returned lo Itsowner. 

O F o m s  Bmadcllattngl The 
Bnlish Forces Broadcasting Ser- 
nce (BFBS) is celebrating iIs 54th 
anniversary with an exhibition at 
the National Army Museum and 
wishes to contact all former 
members of ABSIFESIBFN and 
any S e w  men or women who 
have memories of Forces h a d -  

SSVC. Chalfom Grove, N a d  
Lane. Chalfont S Peter. Generds 

ceswlg. Contact Alan Grace, 

Informabia; 'would Comsa the Cmss, Eucks SL9 8TN (tel: 0494 
Admin Officer, 16 ( U d n )  Coy. 4 874461). 

r I 
UNTIL MAY Z& Wednesday lunchlime lechlres on nursing milltafy 
history, Florence Nightingale Museum, 2 Lambeth Palace Road, 
London SE1 7EW. 

UNTIL OCTOBER 1 5  Forces Swesthearts Exhibition, Imperial War 
Museum. 
MAY 
16 Public displays and beach assault by Commachio Gp RM. 
Combined Ops Museum, Cherry Park, Invereray. Argyll. 
-1: ~ i ~ t a r y  vahick Trust "Overlord 93" rally on Southsee 
Common, Portsmouth. 
30. Winchester Mililaria Sociely exhibition and fair, The Guildhall. 
Winchester. 
JUNE 
8-10: Massed Bands of The Ught Division Sound Retreat on Home 
Guards Parade, London. Seats f3, f6, f8 from Horse Guards 
Pro@l Office, HI2 The Light Division, Sir John Moore Barracks, 
Windrester. Hank SO22 6HQ (tel: 0962 688220). 

JULY 
3: 1 Kings host open Day to mark bicentenary of Cavalry Barracks, 
Hounslow (Zpm to 6pm) with military music and displays, following 
presentation of Colours to 1 Kings the previous day. 
10.16 Stoke Mandeville Challenge 93, first internattonal ex-Selvice 
wheelchair gsmes. Contad Jonathan Poweil 071-973 0833. 
20-31: 103rd Royal Toument ,  Earls Court. hosted by the Roysl 
Navy. Tickets aveilsbie from box office on 071-373 0100. 

wales at Brecon-on M&ch 28. the valleys. 

Service vogan bmw, nagare, surrey 
RH2 8AT (tel: 0737 244W1). &and Sergwm M a p  WO2 W G 

lidworth, Hants S W  7AS (le1 
0980 46221). 

O M  Adun Rsdb M w  
(TEARS): Reunion on June IS at 
Stekis Country Court Hotel, 
Northampton, to mark 35th 
anniversary of first broadcast 
Ex-TEARS personnel based et 
RAF El Adem 1954-1970 are 
ask6dtocMltactJohn W, 27 

Drive, Horndean, Water- 
looville. Ha1118 PO8 9QY (tel. 0705 
595469). 

0 Wmbrldgashln hglmmt 
OCI: Annual memorial service at 
Ely Cathedral on June 20. Delails 
and tea tickets from R Stubbings, 
25 The Vineyerds, Ely, Cambs 
(tel: 0353 €63249). 

WUFon: The annual Wnron of 
the Arrnwrers Assodation will be 
held on June 26 et the Vcbry 
S ~ M W  Club, London. Detsis 
from W J Thome, 33 Hereford 
Street, Presteigne, Powys LD8 
2AT 

0 %  Bonifaw, Rhdndnh1.n: 
All former SI Bonifam choir and 
congregam welcome to 1993 
reurnon on June !27 at Holy Tnntty 

2pm). Details from A P M Hole, 39 

Gunion, 17/21 L. Aliwal Barracks. 

M U  -8 

Funds .How Kow,  Sfnwpors, 
Ceylon md Pack A R I I k y  
AuocMlon.: Combined reun- 
ion September 11 in Terminus 
Howl, Easlbwme. Delails from 
Cpl D A Knight Ward 23, Royal 
Hospital, Chdsea. London SW3 
4SR. 

The Service Funds Accounting Bofouarr p&$e from 
Paxton isin live use by over 100 unit& Itis&accounting 
package approved by AG CORPS SI'S for all mess 
fimds and Central Bank accounts. 

The comprehensive Paxton paekage provides:, 

Sped Ir Accuracy .It Consistency 
A clear improvement for all concerned - SFA's, adminis- 
trators, mess members and auditors. 
Regular tnining courses on the usc ofthe package are Nn  
at the AGC Training Centre, Worthy Down. 
Complete and return the coupon below o r  contact 
Paxton on 0234 216666 or Fax: 0234 212705 
for further information. 

Please send mc %the? dcrails: 
Xamc 

Address 

------------------- 

I MILITARIA MlW8T 
1: Miliiaw Vehicle rally. Imperial War Museum, Duxtord 
&tk Edinburgh Military Tattoo (credit card and postal bookings 
from haking Office, 22 Market Street, Edinburgh EH1 1QB (tel: 
031-225 IlW). 

0 To rmIud-9 pubk e m l s  (11 this d m y  cm-1 me EdWr 

OAnthobgy otpmysm J E G 
Mwphy. The Conage, Innings 
Road, Little Frieth. nr Henley, 
Oxan RG9 6NR 1s compiling an 
anlholqy of pmyars written tor 

Prayer, MoWst's Prayer etc) and 
seeks a sower's Prayer and any 

OnuLI11 1- Mrs J M C 
Rohinson. 141 Gloucester Ter- 
race, London W2 M)X (tal: 
071-402 4906) IS researching the 
circumstances of an accident off 
the coast of Norway on Septem- 
ber 1,1945 when the Thekla blew 
up while German ammunim was 
being dumped at sea. One of 
those blled was SSgl Dawd 
Cohen RAOC of No 6 Disarma- 
msnt Teem RAW kxeted at 
Begsn and in of the amno 
dwping party opsratlne out of 
Fl0m. 

Spedfio pUrposeS (NshWlVlM'S 

OtheR m n n d  with ale Army. I APPOINTMENTS I 
26; D A Lynam, R Signals - To be 
CO21 SigRegt,Mgnh22:ARR 
McAslan RE - To be CO Cardlff 
UOTC, March 22; M F Richard- 
son, D and D- To be CO London 
UOTC, March 2 4  R W E w m  
RA - To RA Gunnery Trg Estab, 
March 22. 

RETIREMENTS 
Colondo - J Bradshaw. late 

RAMC, Apnl 11 ; K D Printer, late 
RAMC, April 29. 

Lt cok - K T h l t a g m  
RAMC, April 31. 

' '35 

MtO.dkr - C P Drew - To 
MOD, March 22. 

Lt Cols - L G A Clarke RAMC 
- To RAM College, April 3: R A 
Bencini RAMC - To New 
Terntones Gp Praclice, A p ~ l 7 ;  C 
M James RADC - To 3 Dental Gp. 
April 5; J B Kennedy QARANC - 
To Depot and Trg Centre 
QARANC. npnl 1 ; H W G Lantos 
RAMC- To HQ Wales and WBst, 
March 29; J R Bames RCT - To 
MOD, Jan 25, W G Dover RCT- 
To FRG MoD, March 22; N B 
Josilng RAOC - To MOD, March 

~~~~ 

Return to: Paton Computus Ltd, 15 Kingsway, Redford MK42 9EZ 
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Soldiers c’- --1 
up 

comical Iv rn 
SOLDIERS in fancy dress - a 
smart line in skirts was much in 
evidence! - from the Shrews- 
buq A m y  Headquartera 
raised m m  than U70 for 
Comic Relief by doing a mass 
cm wash in Copthorne Bar- 
racks. 
Among those involved were 

Cpl Kevin Palmer, R e  Kevin 
Kelly, Pte David Gran  end Pte 
Linda Harvie. 

* * *  
When LCpl Paul Duming of 

21 Brigade support Squadron 
of the new Royal Logistic 
Corps, won f25O in a raffle he 
was a h  given f25O for a 
charity, so he donated it topclp 
Rem, the two-year-old mn of 
SSgt John and Michelle bodd. 

Rem has cerebral palsy and 
requires regular treatment in 
Cardiff. He has also ban to 
Budapest for help. 

The squadron, which is pan 
of 3 Close Support Regiment, 
already uses the title RLC, and 
is based at Dalton Barracks, 
Abingdon. 

* * *  
Jailbreak 93, a challenging 

and fun event, takes place on 
May 29 and 30. The challenge, 
o w s e d  by Camberley-based 
organisation Disability Inith- 
tive, is for teams of two pmple 
to leave Camberley Police 

Station in Surrey and travel as 
far as possible, using only 
specitic items, including just 
f10 cash per team, and any 
legal means of transport, 
rrponins back to the start point 
U) hours later with proof of 
destinations. Sponsors and 
donations will be invaluable. 

Details: David Wadey or 
Mike Couway, tel: 0276 
676302. 

* * *  
More than f1,W has bcm 

raised for an orphanage in 
Split, Croatin, by TA soldiers 
from the South West and the 
Headquarters staff of Exeter- 
based 43 (Weasex) Brigade. 

The money has been used by 
Maj Simon Smith, a s& 
officer detached fmm brigade 
HQ to the British forces in 
Bosnia, to ensure that the 80 
children living there - many of 
whom lost their parents in the 
civil war - are clothed and the 
orphanage equip& with toys 
and furniture. 

Other units have joined Maj 
Smith’s efforts, including 
memben of the Royal En- 

Right on cue for a 
charttable contrlbu- 
Non were theae lads 
from Princess Marine 
College, Arborfield, 
who, with CSM AT 
Peter Browne and SIX 
other apprentices 
horn the college, took 
pari In a 2Chour 
sponrorad snooker-a- 
thon. They r a i d  
mora than C)OOfor the 
“Chlldnn wlth hear- 
ing problems” depart- 
ment ol Weat Wood 
Farm School, Tile 
hunt In the pmceaa 

Smiling mimmon: mn w ngm, m m  mw q sum rmugnm, ~p l  
B d e  Wobb, front row LCpl Shannon Ludden, LCpl M m  Coates, 
Ple Dorothy MUIa 

ginem, who, among other 
projects, will build a play area 
and refurbish the plumbing. 

* * *  
Beneficiaries of a sum of 

more than f600 raised by a 
team of five female TA 
Fusiliers from HQ Comppns, 
6th (Northumbcrlsnd) Batta- 
lion, The Royal Regiment of 

Fusil*n, will be British Red 
Cross, NSPCC, The Spastim 
Society and the Sports coundl. 
Based at Lough ton ,  New- 

castle, the girls - who were 
taking part in the nationwide 
British T e l m m  Switnathon ’93 
- completed the 5,ooOm swim 
in 2hr 8min 53aecs. 

* * *  
Another intrepid swimmer 

iL -I/ 

.~ 

THE WORLD’S MOST POPULAR CAR, TAX FREE.-& 

Simon set for Star-dom in Grand Canyon 
FALKLANDS veteran Simon 
Weston is to join a team of 
British soldiers, including four 
women, who are undertaking 
an Army adventure training 
expedition to the Grand 
Canyon in June to raise funds 
for the Royal Star and Garter 
Home in Surrey. 

The team, which is from the 
A m y  Catering Corps, Royal 
Corps of Transport and 
Adjutant General’s Corps 
based in London, and will 
include some apprentices from 
Aldershot, will cycle 700 miles 
in non-stop relays from Moab 
in Utah to the Hoover Dam. 

Since the ACC and RCT 
amalgamated earlier this 
month, this will be the first 
expedition by their new corps, 
the Royal Logistic Corps. 

Team leaders are Capt Andy 
Jackson (ACC) and Sgt “Brad” 
Braddock, a PTI who helped 
the home last year when he 
trained some of its members 
taking part in an assault course 
challenge. 

“I was very impressed with 
the Royal Star and Garter 

m e  “Crazy Cockney Canyon Teem” with Slmon Weston and 82-year-old Royal Star and Gartar 
resident Bill Knight 

Home, and I can’t think of a 
more worthy cause for us, as 
serving soldiers, to support,” 
said Brad. 

When Simon Weston, an 
enthusiastic supporter of the 
home’s fund-raising activities 
for the past two years, heard of 
the ride, he immediately 
volunteered to take part. 

“The Star and Garter is very 
dear to my heart,” he said. “It 

needs in excess of f3 million 
every year just to survive, and 
in addition we are also looking 
for funds to cany out an 
urgently needed refurbishment 
programme.” 

Capt Jackson, Sgt Braddock 
and their fellow cyclists will be 
doing their bit, on two wheels, 
to contribute. 

0 Support for the event can 
be given by sending a donation 

to sponsor the team; b 
donating unwanted Air Mile 
which can be used to defray th, 
cost of tlights to the Unitei 
States for Simon Weston to joii 
the Army team; by donatin1 
unwanted American dollar 
which the team can use for thei 
daily expenses while on th, 
tour; or by enlisting th, 
suppart of friends and family 
the home says. 

for charity is SSgt Brian James, 
currently serving with 14 
Berlin Field Workshop 
REME, who is attempting to 
swim 1,OOo miles (1,600km) - 
at a daily rate of 5km - for 
charity during 1993. Brian aims 
to have amassed f100,OW for 
the Royal Star and Ganer 
Home and The Royal British 
Legion by the end of the year. 

* * *  
Also raising money by watery 

means - this time under the 
surface - were members of the 
Joint Service Sub-Aqua Club 
in Gibraltar, who went round 
the Rock underwater for the 
Governor’s charity appeal. 

A team of eight divers, 
changing men every 30 mi- 
nutes, set off from the Western 
Beach and were towed at a 
speed of one knot around the 
entire coastline, finishing at 
Catalan Bay. 

The epic nine-hour journey 
was well worthwhile: it helped 
to raise f800. 

* * *  
Looking after a group of 

blind skiers from Northern 
Ireland in Lofer, Austria, for a 
week have been members of 

letter way to give1 

The Royal Dragoon Guards, Grant, Cpl Doyle, LCpl Bailey, 
based in Paderborn. LCpl Swinburn and Cfn 

The regiment has been Whyman helped fit the skiers 
involved with Derryguf€ Acti- out and then introduced them 
vities for the Blind (DAB) - a to the slopes. 
small group from Enniskillen Everyone managed to pick 
which provides outdoor activi- up the technique - which 
ties for the blind and partially involves the instructors skiing 
sighted - since 1988 when the down the slope backwards 
blind skiing was introduced. guiding the blind skier - 

This year, the Royal Dra- quickly, and each managed a 
goons not only hosted 15 blind solo run once their confidence 
skiers but a team from Ulster and balance had improved. 
television. Instructors SSgt The Royal Dragoon Guards 

have been supporting this cause 
since 1988, providing insuuc- 
tors and equipment free of 
charge. 

* * *  
In what they claimed to be 

the fmt ever British Army 
military aid to the civil 
community (MACC) task, 53 
men from 39 Engineer Squad- 
mu, Royal Engineers, have 
been helping to give the town of 
Griefswald in eastern Germany 
a new look. 

Almost half of the town’s 
70,000 papulation live in two 
desolate housing estates, with 
little in the way of leisure 
facilities, particularly for young 

However, the sappers have 
been busy building three 
wooden footbridges, a chil- 
dren’s playfort, picnic and griU 
area and a BMX bike track. 

“This project has provided 
real impetus to the urban 
renewal plan,” said Officer 
Commanding, Maj Mungo 
Melvin. “It is good for the 
community of Griefswald and a 
challenge for the boys. One 
only had to look at the gratitude 
in the faces of our daily 
audience.” 

people. 

ALL IN A GOOD CAUSE - 
37 



OOl< REVIEWS 

THERE IS an unwritten but 
nonetheless golden rule in 
writing bwks and articles, or 
for that matter making films - 
and that is to feature a few 
memorable episodes or scenes. 

Create tw many, no matter 
how well done, and the best of 
stories can be lost in an 
avalanche of dramatic detail. 

Charles Whiting is a writer of 
military history who hitherto 
has not fallen into this trap but 
has now shown that even the 
most experienced can fall 
victim to the temptation to fill 
each page with heroic narrative 
to the extent that little can be 
recalled after closing the book’s 
cover. 

Collaborating with Eric 
Taylor, he has attempted to 
write in a 238-page paperback a 
history of seven infantry 
regiments’ activities in the 
Second World War. 

Frankly, it does not come off 
despite the author’s excellent 
story-telling style; the book 
flashes from war theatre to 
theatre like the worst of 

television documentaries, with 
the inevitable confusion that 
results from attempting tw 
much. 

Fighting Tykes: An Iniormal 
History of Yorkshire Regim- 
ents in WWII takes in all the 
battalions of the regiments of 
England‘s largest county: The 
King’s Own Yorkshire Light 
Infantry, The East Yorkshire 
Yeomanry, The York and 
Lancaster Regiment, The 
Duke of Wellington’s Regim- 
ent, The East Yorkshire 
Regiment, The West Yorkshire 
Regiment and The Green 
Howards. Tw large a task for 
even the most able of 
wordsmiths and beyond the 
capacity of average readers. 

The story begins with 
Anthony Eden’s secret meeting 
at the Station Hotel, York, in 
the summer of 1940, to decide 
how the British Army could be 
rebuilt after the debacle of 
Dunkirk. 

In flashbacks we are taken 
through the “Sitzkrieg” or 
“Phoney War” of the British 

Enthralling times 
on the frontiers 
JUST 105 pages long, jimmie 
Srewarr - Frontiersman is 
unputdownable if you have a 
few hours to spare. 

Interesting and informative, 
it is the story of Maj Gen Sir 
James Stewart, written by him 
for his daughter about his life 
with the 5th Royal Gurkha 
Rifles (Frontier Force). 

Edited by Lt Col Robert 
Maxwell of the same regiment, 
it tells of Jimmie’s adventurous 
sporting times as a young 
officer in a crack regiment in 
the Victorian and Edwardian 
eras. 

Jimmie Stewart started his 
Army life with the 18th The 
Gloucestershire Regiment in 
Ireland, where he had a great 
time, since it allowed him to 
socialise, play cricket and ride. 

But a posting back to 
England meant a dull existence 
with “nothing but a run of tea 
parties”, so he switched to the 
Indian Army, joining the 1st 
Sikhs (Punjab Frontier Force) 
38 

and transferring two years later 
in 1885 to the 5th Gurkhas 
because he was so impressed 
with their smart uniform and 
turnout. 

It was here that his Army 
adventures really began. Life 
for all ranks was tough in those 
pioneer days, but the battles 
and skirmishes provided con- 
stant action and excitement. 
The social and sporting scenes 
weren’t bad either. 

But he was a military man, 
not a social smoothie, and he 
tells of wars and battles largely 
unremembered today, includ- 
ing Willcocks’ Weekend War of 
1908. 

This bwk of a soldier’s life 
100 years ago gives a good 
insight into what it was really 
like to live and fight for years at 
a time in a distant foreien land. 

Jimmie Stewart - Frontlerr- 
man edited by R. M. Maxwell, 
Pentland Press, f14.95. 

Expeditionary Force, until the 
German overmnning of Bel- 
gium and France showed that it 
was not at all phoney. 

We then travel in rapid 
succession to Iceland, Norway, 
Madagascar, India, Persia, 
Sicily, Italy, Tunisia, Crete, 
Sudan, Palestine, Egypt, Syria 
and Burma - not in that order 
nor in chronological sequence 
for that matter - and end up in 
France, Belgium, Holland and 
Germany. 

It is too wide a canvas for a 
reviewer to present sample 
extracts to tempt a potential 
reader, which is a shame 
because despite the complex- 
ities and quick-fire gear 
changes, the writing is highly 
readable. 

There are a few errors in the 
editing, such as references to 
the 53rd Welch Division when 
that spelling is the prerogative 
of two regiments from the 
principality, and a wrongly- 
dated photograph of “Banana 
Ridge”, but these are tolerable. 

No book can be all things to 
all men. However, one cannot 
help but appreciate the final 
paragraph of a chapter con- 
cerned with one specific 
regiment: “The Fighting Tykes 
of the Duke of Wellington’s 
were not given to big words 
about democracy and fighting 
to free the world from fascism. 
They left that kind of thing to 
the intellectuals and politicians, 
who couldn’t have understood 
the kind of life they had lived at 
the front if they had Lived to be 
a hundred. They had fought, 
and died, for the Regiment, 
which, in the end, meant their 
comrades. As always the Dukes 
had simply done their duty.” 

Who will buy this bwk? 
Yorkshire folk, and this 
reviewer is an adopted one, are 
immensely proud of their 
county and its regiments. 

However, they are as 
partisan as anyone about 
individual regiments, and pre- 
fer their military histories in a 
more digestible form. - BJ 

Fightlng Tykes: An informal 
History of the Vorkshlre 
Regiments in WWii by Charles 
Whiting and Eric Taylor, published 
by Leo CooperlPen and Sword 
Books. paperback, f9.95. 

oesn’t t:ell whole story 
TORY of the Royal surrender. This rather imprr- gunner, Lt F H Fairclough, 

v and associated units well before the surrender. 
disbanded his unit of 50 
Chinese artillery recruits who 
had been sent to the gun sites 
on the out-break of hostilitics 
because they were quite 

ine Templer, bowled hand gre- 
ss, nades down B curridor of the 
try Repulse Bay Hotel a1 the 

Guns and Gunners is lavishly 
one supported by excellent photo- 

volunteers who proudly wore 
the cap badge in Hung Kong 
should rejoice that this account 
has been published. - OJML 

: 

Pictorial memories of 
Royal Horse Ar1I11 - ‘ry 
BEING long on pictures and 
short on words, Horse Gunners 
is more a pictorial account with 
a resume than an illustrated 
history of a famous regiment. 

Not that author Maj Bill 
Clarke claims it as a definitive 
work and in the foreword Gen 
Sir John Learmont, a former 
CO of 1 RHA, says as much. 

The book, to give it its full, 
rather lengthy title - Hnrse ’ 
Gunners, The Royal Horse 
Artillery, ZW years of Panache 
and Professionalism - coincides 
with the regiment’s bicenten- 
ary, updates its story and fds  
in a few historic gaps. 

Bill Clarke covers the 200 
years thinly, but the bwk  is 
nonetheless interesting for that. 

Conversely his listings of 
battery designations from 1793 
with brigades, regiments and 
battery honour titles is a fme 
piece of research and fascinat- 
ing for the historians. 

As with every regiment in the 
Army, “firsts” come high on 
the list of RHA achievements, 

iUlE 
including - according to Clarke 
- f ~ n g  the fust artillery round 
of the First World War. 

belongs to No. 4 gun, a memories. - 1M 
13-pounder, of E Battery - 
which let loose the opening 
barrage on August 22, 1914. 

Another notable first: 1 RHA 
was the first gunner regiment to 
be deployed on the streets of 
Northern Ireland in November 
1969. Since then. of course. all 

For all gunners, current and 
ex-Service, this hwk will reveal 
some hitherto unknown details 

This honour, he says, and recall quite a few old 

Horse Gunners by W G Clarke. 
Available from Press 70 Ltd, 
Volpoint House, Miiford Industrial 
Estate, Off Tollgate Road, 
Salisbury SP1 2JG; and from The 
RA Institution. Old Military 
Academy, Woolwich, London 
SE18 4DN. f12 plus f1.50 p and 

three RHA r e b e n t s  &e p. Serving and ex-Service Gun- 
carried out manv tours. ners, f10.50 plus f1.50 p and p. 

The trumpets 
S= II s 
THE CUTS in Army bands 
announced on Budget Day (I 
wonder why!) were greeted in 
military music circles with 
consternation if not shock, for 
these draconian measures had 
been telegraphed by MOD for 
some time. 

They were, nevertheless, 
worse than expected - the 
worst possible scenario, as the 
saying goes. 

This is not the fwst time 
such devastation has been 
caused. Swn after the Second 
World War the infantry 
regiments lost their second 
battalions, and therefore their 
bands, although each regim- 
ent still retained its one band. 
Not so now. 

In the post-war years the 
number of Army bands was 
virtually halved, from nearly 
200 to about 100. A big 
enough shock to the system, 
but the present cut from 63 to 
29 bands creates problems, 
the results of which will be 
felt only in the future. 

The immediate problem is 
one of morale, particularly for 
the career structure. Many 
fewer bandmasters and 
bandsmen will be needed, and 
as has always been the case, 
when demand decreases so 
does the supply. 

By the amalgamation of 
bands, creating a surplus of 
pome 300 musicians, there 
will be no immediate problem 
of supply. 

In the short term all may be 
well, but will potential 
recruits see the much reduced 
number of Army bands as 
offering an attractive career, 
with the likelihwd of becom- 
ing a bandmaster, or even 
:ommissioned director of 
music, so remote? 

m n d  
Musically speaking, the 

new structure of 29 bands, 
comprising seven staff bands 
of strength 49 and 22 others of 
35, is sound. A band of 35 is 
much more attractive to 
everyone than the present 
bands of 21. 

The present infantry and 
RAC band of 21 musicians is 
unsound in all senses of the 
word: except, of course, that 
commanding officers could 
call upon The Regimental 
Band at any time, whether for 
parades, concerts, fatigues, 
rear parties, guard duties, as 
medical orderlies and reserve 
drivers, or umpteen other 
regimental duties. In future 
they will have to queue in line 
for the services of a band. 

Matters still to be decided 
are where the surviving bands 
will be stationed, what they 
will be called, what cap 
badges they will wear, and 
how they will cope with 
replacements. Swapping a 
fighting soldier for another is 
no problem, but a bass- 
drummer for an oboe player 
won’t work. 

The dreaded words “over- 
stretch” and “workload” 
come to mind, though what’s 
new about that? 

The regiments themselves 
are the main losers. The 
regimental band is now a 
thing of the past and can only 
be considered as a great loss to 
regimental (and public) life in 
all its aspects. 

One politician was heard to 
say that we are st i l l  being too 
emotional about the loss of 
regiments and bands. We in 
the hand world await the 
effect of this particular 
Option with some trepidation 
- emotionally, of course. 

LURID, RACY.. . AND ANONYMOUS 
“FEW names no pack drill.” 
So proclaims George Morris in 
the foreword to TheBattle ofEl 
Alamein and Beyond. 

And he sticks to that prin- 
ciple pretty well throughout its 
length. 

Either he cannot recall the 
names of those he writes about 
or he is just playing safe, since 
many of his stories are lurid to 
say the least. Hence his 

declaration of sustained anony- 
mity. The result is a book that 
reads like a newspaper football 
report which fails to name the 
goalscorers. 

Many of his anecdotes make 
interesting, if brief, reading. 
Most are too short since he 
encapsulates them in a sent- 
ence. 

For example, on pages 92-93, 
he tells in 28 Lines four 

complete stories: of a “British 
concentration camp”; of a 
“chap” who acquired a 
Caterpillar bulldozer and ship- 
ped it back to the UK from 
Germany on a tank landing 
craft to launch his own 
business; how the author shot a 
pig for fwd, gleefully describ- 
ing how the animal died after 
having six bullets pumped into 
it: and how a friend of his 

successfully courted and im- 
pregnated a pair of “charming” 
twin teenagers. 

It looks as though M r  Morris 
considered discretion the better 
part of valour, even though his 
regimental cap badge exhorted 
him to “Fear Naught”. - JM 

The Battle of El Alamein by G. 
A. Morris. The B w k  Guild Ltd, 
f 1 1.95. 
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COMPARE OUR PRICES - FULL DANNER GUARANTEE 

All Danner boots are lined with Gore-Tex, Cambrelleand insulated with 3M Thlnsulate lining except 
Acadia Uninsulated and Ranger. 

A pcn sat advertisemm &E 
tft.75. sead ywr details (ma*- 

MOVING 
DANNER ACADIA DANNER DANNEI 

Leathertwrdura Ihghter inan all 
leather Selected by L A Swat team 

Insulated f149.99 
Unlnsullbd E144.99 

All leather constructon 8' boot to 
keeo feet warm and drv ~169.90 

Developed with the Fort Lems Go 
Devils AI lealher constructton 

€184.99 

DANNER RANGER 
Same as Acadia uninsulated but has 

a flat nbbed sole for urban use 
E13s.99 WATERPROOF HIGH BOOTS F/S 

Slight factory seconds. all leather, waterprwfed 
DMS sole Genuine issue wmbat boot 

BRllTON BOOTS (GO FAST) 
The very latest hi leg waterpmof boot 

LutherLInd P45.99 
Cambrolle Llned p55.90 Factoq .sconda €26.99 

I 
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BLACK DMS SERVICE SHOE 
S e d  shoe mth DMS sole and Toe cap 

New f26.99 
FlctOry S.conds S17.99 

r '1 AMMO BOOTS 
Genuine issue Ammo Boots. 

Brand new triple soled and studded. 
S82.99 

0 Jungle Bwts USA genuine €47.99 
0 USA Speedlace C/Bwts genuine f59.99 
0 Gulf Pan. Desert Boots hi leg f39.99 
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0 Sleeping bags, new pall. Phone 
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0 Parade Gloss f0 90 
0 ParaLaces El 99 
0 SocksCombat f2 99 
0 ArcticSOcks f4 99 
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0 PLCE webbing (full sels) Phone 
0 ParaSmocks E62 99 

MAGAZINE OF TME 
BRlTlSH ARMY 

(POST 6 PACKING f2.99 ON ANY SIZE ORDER) ABOVE IS A SMALL SELECTION OF KIT AVAILABLE 
PHONE 071-790 5257 FOR FREE CATALOGUE PHONE 071-790 5585 FOR INFORMATION 

PHONE 0717-900-900 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS 

S I LV E R MAN ' S (DEPT S) 
MILE END, LONDON E l  4PS 

Personal callers Mondays-Frldays 9-5 & Sundaya 10-lpm 
“Britain's Leading Supplier of Kit to the Professlonalr" w 
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BOXING HOCKEY RUGBY CROSS COUNTRY HALF MARATHON ] [sPoRT] 

Four in crunch round 
ALL FOUR of the Army’s 
Combined Services boxing 
champions won easily at 
Torquay as the CSBA team 
steam-rollered the usually 
powerful Western Counties 
challenge into the sunset. 

This match is an England 
quarter-fmal of the ABA 
Championships, and the win- 
ners qualified for the semi- 
finals - rated as the toughest 
round in the competition - at 
Blackbud Leys Leisure Centre 
in Oxford on April 3. 

Services pulverised Western 
Counties by nine bouts to three 
in one of the most one-sided 
confrontations for years. 

Pte Bob Basford (1 Staf- 
fords), LCpl V i n y  Powell (59 
Ind Cdo Sqn RE), Cpl Chris 
Bessey (27 Regt RCT) and 
LCpl Steve Burford (REME) 
all won with a control that had 
Army coach WO?. (QMSI) 
Mick Gannon singing their 
praises. 

“They were excellent, very 
sharp all the way through. 
Western Counties were totally 

HQNI 
nerve 
holds 
HOT favourites 42 Survey 
Regiment, Royal Engineers, 
eventually lost out to HQ 
Northern Ireland in a pro- 
tracted sudden-death penalty 
flick shoot-out in the Major 
Units hockey final at Alder- 
shot, writes Man Healey. 

Throughout the competition, 
42 Survey had won most of 
their matches by large scores, 
aided and abetted by star player 
and team coach SSgt Ian 
Jennings (APTC) -an England 
international. 

But in an extremely hard- 
fought, tense and exciting final, 
they found it difficult to 
contain the enthusiasm and 
all-round skills of HQ North- 
ern IrelandilS Signal Reg- 
iment. 

Nevertheless, 42 Survey 
scored a very good goal in 
almost the fust minute from a 
short corner taken by Jennings. 
HQNI, playing skilful and 
attractive hockey, drew level in 
48 

Chris Beswy Steve Burlord Bob Basford Vlnny Powell 
demoralised by their speed and the heavyweight contest in the 
power of shot. Burford looked second round with an uppercut. 0 The 1st Battalion, The 
like a world champion.” Services’ winners included King’s Regiment won the 

Basford took Gloucester’s the RAF‘s Cpl Darren Fox, UKLF Inter-Unit novice Grade 
rated featherweight, McNally, SAC h e n  Spensley and SAC 3 championship at Aldershot, 
to pieces, on his way to a John Gosling- who was behind bearing the 2nd Battalion, The 
majority points decision, while on points when he knocked out Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Powell comprehensively out- 1992 f d s t  Roaers in the third Reaiment by six bouts to three. 
pointed Saunders of Dawlish. 

Powell’s heavy punches 
ripped so effectively through 
Saunders’s defence that another 
referee might well have stopped 
the contest prematurely. 

Bessey, boxing carefully 
behind his lead, won by a huge 
margin, while Burford ended 

Milton Keynes on April 3. 

round - and C$ Rob Wileman cpl Wihams and Kgn 
and Mne Kevin McCormack of Williams, McDermott, Lawler, 
the Royal Navy. Pentith and Tedworth won for 

Also in elevated company as 1 Kings, Ptes Meech, Quirey 
SOLDIER was going to press and Stewart for 2 PWRR. 
was light-welterweight Pte Sam 

action in the quarter f ials of 
the NABC competition at Oxford. 

Boreham who was in STOP PRESS: FOX, Powell. 
Wileman. Bessey, Bulford wln at 
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SSgt lan Jenn,tne. on the attack against HQNl in the Major Units final at Aldershot 

the 22ud minute through Capt left. Under new Hockey Asso- The first four penalty flicks 
Andrew Nye. ciation rules, extra time is not were scored in succession, but 

At 30 minutes they went played in cup competitions, then 42 Survey missed their 
ahead when a penalty flick and so the fmal went straight third and HQNI tucked theirs 
awarded for a stick tackle was 
converted by SSgt Wooton. Jennings, who has one of the The match was controlled 

After the break 42 Survey hardest penalty flicks in British particularly well by umpires 
came back strongly, mostly hockey, fued over the top of Col George Gadd, late RAPC 
down the middle where they the goal, and other misses from 
were continuously blocked by both sides ended the fust set of 0 In the Minor Units fmal 
HQNI’s defence. Survey’s penalty flicks at two goals each, the Army Apprentices College 
aggression paid off when they which meant going into a Chepstow beat 9 Ordnance 
drew level with ten minutes sudden death competition, Battalion by four goals to nil. 

into penalty flicks. away to win 7-6. 

and WO2 John Drury RA. 

Sgt Chrls Spowart Is tackled with the ball Army playen, from Iwfl to right, are Cap Tony Glasgow, 
Sgt Chalkle Whlle. Cap1 Andy Deans. Lt  Gareth Jamea and 2nd Lt Davo Dahlnten 

Holmes beats 
Gurkha charge 
WO2 BILLY Holmes (HQBF) 
won the British Forces Hong 
Kong cross country cham- 
pionships after a gruelling 
struggle with pre-race favourite 
LCpl Kusang Gurung (2 GR). 
Sig Parricia Bishop (247 
Gurkha Sip Sqn) won the 
women’s championship. 

The very strong 10 GR team, 
led in by third-placed Rfn 

Yubaraj Gurung, accounted for 
ight of the fust 16 runners to 
inish. Yabaraj, in fact, led for 

much of the way and Holmes 
got away only on the f d  
stretch of the undulating 
course. 

Major Units champions were 
10 GR, followed by 2 GR and 
QOGTR, while TDBG won the 
Minors’ race with 247 Gurkha 

Army pack in 
for Fleet half 
ARMY runners packed well to 
win the Inter-Services half 
marathon team championship 
run concurrently with the Fleet 
half marathon on March 21. 

Pte Darren Stephenson ( I  
PWO), winner of the Inter- 
Corps title a week earlier, 
finished second behind the 
RAF‘s Dave Clemens, and was 
followed closely by SSgt Ray 
Keeney ( 5  AB Bde) in third, 
Pte AIan Shepherd (23 PFA) 
fourth and SSgt Jeff Manin (2 
Sig Regt) in sixth. 

As first Army runner home, 
Stephenson also won the 
domestic half marathon title. 

Sgt Melanie Bradley (Guards 
Depot) and Capt Barbara DUM 
(BMH Rinteln) were fmt and 

second in the women’s race to 
lead the Army to another team 
victory - attributed by compu- 
ter error on the day to the 
WRAF. Sgt Faith Neville (HQ 
SDist), Gfth, and Capt Pauline 
Jump (Guards Depot), eighth 
provided the crucial support. 

The Army veterans were 
beaten into second place by the 
RAF. The scoring runners 
were Maj Colin Walker (3 
TRRE), Capt Stuart Paterson 
(QEMH), Capt Dave Moffat ( I  
PWO) and WO?. James 
Forsythe (94 Loc Regt). 

Ray Keeney’s run led 5 
Airborne Brigade to victory in 
the Army unit competition, 
with 2 Signal Regiment second 
and FOD Dulmen third. 

Sip Sqn second and 29 Sqn 
RCT third. 

Conditions were many de- 
grees cooler at Kinmel Park, 
Clwyd for the Territorial Army 
cross country championships, 
which were won by Swansea- 
based 4 RRW for the second 
successive year. 

Winners twice of the Welsh 
1,OOO Snowdonia mountains’ 
race, they are also current TA 
half marathon champions. 

Cardifl-based 3 RRW were 
second and 21 SAS third. The 
women’s race was won by 207 
General Hosoital, followed b . .  

D Coy, 4 Kings Own Border in 
second and Glasgow UOTC 
third. 

Mill Hill civil servant Spr 
Paul Simons won the TA 
individual title, chasing home 
in fourth place after Regular 
guest runners SSgt Ray 
Keeney, Dvr Gary Wadsworth 
and Pte Darren Stephenson. 

Rory 
spoils 
party 

The Army 17, 
Royal Air Force 20 

NOT FOR the fust time was 
the Army-Royal Air Force 
match at Twickenham decided 
by the lethal ffishing of Eng- 
land winger Rory Underwood. 

His two interventions ulti- 
mately denied the Army victory 
at Twickenham in the first 
Inter-Services match to be 
staged midweek. 

The switch to a Wednesday 
had been made in an attempt to 
boost the sparse crowds that 
have attended this match in the 
past. It was at least a partial 
success, with ARU secretary 
Maj David Murray reckoning 
the final count of about 1,200 
spectators to be an improve- 
ment on recent years. 

The Army began where they 
had left off in their record- 
breaking 37-15 win over the 
Royal Navy, when centre Capt 
Tony Glasgow raced in after 
three minutes to pounce on a 
drop goal attempt by flyhalf 
Capt Andy Deans. SSgt Chris 
Spowart converted. 

But the RAF replied with 
tries bv Watkins and Under- 
Wood. 

In the second half another 
England cap, 2nd Lt  Tim 
Rcdber, made his mark on the 
game with a try converted by 
Spowart, before Underwood 
crossed for his second. 

Flanker Lt Gareth James 
might have stolen the match for 
the Army but for a f d  tackle 
when he was inches from diving 
in. The Army’s inability to 
exploit their territorial advan- 
tage was to cost them the title. 
That went to the RAF when 
they beat the Royal Navy 23-7. 

OTim Rodber has been 
named in the England World 
Cup Sevens squad and in the 
England party to tour Canada 
in May and June. 

29 Regt RCT 39, 
27 Regt RCT 9 

The despatchers and movers 
of 29 Regiment from South 
Cerney ran in five second-half 
tries to overwhelm 27 Regiment 
in the UK final of the RCT 
regimental Goodfellow Cup 
rugby knockout competition, 
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\ J 

Sapper trio in 
action for GB 

Close 
cal I 
falls to THREE young sapper8 Servisg 

with 35 Engineer Rcgimmt at 
Hameln repmented G m t  
Britain at the junior biathlon 
world championships at 
Ruhplding, Gennany. 

Sprs Simon La, Stephen 
Nadoleck and Waym Page 
were selffnd after a series of 
good results at the British 
Nordic championship held on 
the 1992 Winner Olympics 
course near Albetsville in the 
French Alps. 
Lee, last year’s GB junior 

biathlon champion, won the 

title in addition to the Army 
and national junior Nordic 
titles. 

La, who went on from 
Ruhpolding to record a second 
place in the Lowlanders 
championship in Italy, will be 
pushing hard for a p k  in the 
senior team next year. 
Nadoleck and Page will both 
have another season as juniors. 

M t i O d  l o b  CIOSB C O U t r y  

A NAIL-BITING finish to the 
Inta-Services netball cham- 
pionship hosted by the Army in 
the A S W s  Fox Gymnasium 
ended with the teams all scluare 
on points. 

The title had to be decided 
on gods scored, with the Royal 
Navy edging out their hosts by 
just six. The Royal Air Force, 
winners for the past four years, 
were relegated to third place. 

Each Service reckoned to 
have its strongest squad for 
some years, and the result was 
mrw of an exceptionally high 
standard. 

First on mnrt were the Navy 
and RAF, with the defending 
champions narrowly beaten 
45-43. 

Despite taking the lead in 
their match against the air- 
women, the Army were 
outscored in the closing stages 
and went down 30-35. 

That left all to play for in the 
Army-Navy decider, which was 
fought out at a furious pace. In 
a tremendous climax to the 
tournament the Army won a 
skilful encounter by ten pints, 
56-46. 

F a  the Army, LCpl Clare 
Horn was named the most 
improved player, while Cpls 
Lofty Lofthouse and Ali 
Garven received the best player 
awards. 

Army netball takes a stride 
forward this month with the 
first-ever Inter-corps tourna- 

Sandhurst on the lSth and 1 ment, to be staged at MA 

b 16th. 

.- 
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Sw Slmon Lee. success In Germany an 

Royal Navy 1, 
Th. Army 3 

THE ARMY produced some of 
theii best football of the season 
at Burnaby Road, Portsmouth 
on March 24 to convincingly 
beat the Royal Navy by three 
goals to one and regain the 
Constantinople Cup after three 
years, writ= Lkrrick Bly. 

In the only change to the 
team that struggled to beat the 
Royal Air Force 1-0 at 
Aldershot, the Army brought 
in Sgt Gary W k s  to replace 
the unwell Cpl Dave Maynard. 

In the seventh minute 
skipper SSgt Kevin Parkins 
headed home an inch-perfect 
c m  by Cpl Shane Smith after 
Bdr Steve Bates had started the 
move. 

Sig Jim Strouts was 
cautioned for a dumsy chal- 
lenge, but with Cpl Tony 
Wright, Sgt Alan Higgms and 
Pte Batey rock-solid at the 
back, the Army began to get on 
top. Two nunutes after Parkins 
had shot over an unguarded 
Navy net hs side went further 
ahead when Sig Peter Brown 
50 

home the Army’s third goal. 
Parkins found Shane Smith 

who best two defenders before 
teeing the ball up for Strouts. 

Jamie Smith and Stmuts 
were both denied as the Army 
pushed forward. 

Although there were fiuther 
ydow cards, for Quirke and 
Fairey of the Navy, and Bates 
(replaced by Sig Joe Collins), 
the game was not ova-physical. 
These dose rivals, m y  of 
them colleagues in the Com- 
bined Services team, produced 
an epic encounter, with the 
Army good value for their 
two-& advantage. 

The Inter-Services’ Constan- 
tinople Cup and the Mercury 
Cup for this particular match, 
were presented to Kevin 
Parkins by Admiral Sir Ben 
Bathurst, RNFA President. 

But the Navy will not have to 
wait a year before they get a 
chance to even the score. Their 
next meeting with the Army is 
scheduled for Apnl 29. 

Aldershot’s Military Stadium 
will be the venue, and the fmal 
of the South East Counties Cup 

c 

f 
Cpl Carie Repent of the Army defends agelnst the Navy durlng their Inter-Sarvlcea nabell match 

willbetheccasion.Beforethat by three goals to one to a 1 PWRR 6 minutes from the end when 
the Army is to meet both Jersey Bradbury was presented with 
and Guernsey during a brief inspired by young Southend The UK section of the his second by a goalkeeping 
tour to the Channel Islands in United striker Joe Martin. Infantry Challenge Cup was error. 
mid-April. A tiring 3 R Irish were no 

combined Services are due match for 1 PWRR in extra 
to meet Belgian Armed Forces time, with LCpl Roger Byrnes 
on April 27 in the Kentish Cup. and levelled through Fus Les Pte Lee Bradbury scored (2), Pte Justin Turnhill and Cpl 

Damn Cornhill scoring. 
CS Youth 1, The FA went back in front Peter Rutherford equalised ten .The RCT beat the 
FA Colts 3 Infantry 3-0 in the corps’ last 

Combined Services Youths and scored a third when in the second half Pte Jimmy game, and a late header by Cpl 
put up gallant opposition at C o h  Mcbnald gave the AGC 
Aldershot before going down in a rebound. which they held until two a 1-Ovictoryover theInfanuy. 
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Football Association Colts XI 3 R Irleh 2 (ea)  

After Martin had scored the 
first goal, Services settled down 
against the young professionals 

Jones (1 RWF). 

through Luton Town’s Butler 

Arsenal player Rose squeezed 

won by 1 PWRR who beat 3 R 
Irish 6-2 after extra time at 
Tidworth Oval. 

early on for 1 PWRR but Pte 

minutes from half time. Early 

Waring gave 3 R Irish a lead 

Mal 0.n Brim Pennicon, C _. ._ . _. __ ..._ ...__-, 
Trophy from Mal Oan John MecDondd. Presented on behail of the 
Royal Carps of Tranepotl. the trophy wlll go to the winners of an 
expanded inter-Corps competition being Introduced next season. It 
wlli Include a11 corps, eervlces and the Infantry. Gen MacDonald (left) 
elw pnlsnted the AFA with a cheque for fl,OOO from RCT funds 

rifled in a right foot shot a pisunderstanding between 
through a crowded penalty ’keeper Cfn Mickey Taylor and 
area. Batey. 

Right on the half-time Cpl Jamie Smith replaced 
whistle the Navy pulled a goal Brown at the restart before, in 
back when Wilson was let in by the 56th minute, Strouts fued 
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