


Really low prices and
all the pleasure of choosin
your new car at home.

Buying through Natocars of Bridgwater
is simply the most satisfying way
of getting exactly the new car
you want, you enjoy all the
excitement of choosing without
any of the high-pressure
showroom sales talk.
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ﬁ buying, together with all the
you have requested, leaving you free

o choose yourown car, in your own time, in your
- own home. e ] - A c \
.. Wedont employ salesmen, preferring instead to putall our = X i e, - ; & i s ¥
‘efforts into getting you precisely the car you want, when and where & - -
you want it. So, it's only once you have decided on the car you really want
to buy that the Natocars team swings into action.

If it means endlessly badgering a manufacturer for a colour trim in short supply, -
the person responsible for your purchase spares no effort. If it involves working I
through the night to meet an unexpected delivery date, then our fitters readily
oblige. If it's a question of driving all hours, then waiting for you to get back from a
surprise exercise, we Il be there. Even if your flight or ferry is delayed, don't worry
—we'll gladly wait. ;

And don't forget, just one highly experienced member of staff handles your
enguiry right the way through, so you will never be pushed around from one

department to another. 3 = j
j
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Natocars were the first specialist Forces' car supply company, pioneering
NATO discounts and low interest DM loans. Today, operating out of a modern
purpose- built complex in Bridgwater, Natocars offer a unique standard of service !
which is reflected in the thousands of Servicemen and women who come back to ] Telephone No. (if 8Ny ) o
us time and again. i Car for use in: ] UK (] Germany (tick box)

It's worth remembering too, that Natocars are one of the few firms to offer a | Will you want to trade-in your present car: []Yes(] No
genuine part-exchange scheme, which has proved increasingly popular over the Please tick for details: Ford 0 Vauxhall O Talbot O

past few years. BL Car : i -
; ; . : s:Austin [J Morris (] Triumph (] Rover [J Jaguar Ll
In recent months, Natocars have negotiated some exceptionally low prices Motor Caravans O] Used Cars O S02

on all the cars they sell, so you can now enjoy the best of both worlds: the
famous Natocars service and a really low price into the bargain - - - - - 4
Full details of these special new deals, premature repatriation insurance, ;
special NATO discounts, free ferry ticket scheme and 24-hour 7-days a week
delivery service are all in our free guide.
e T
Why not clip the coupon and let us show you how buying from Natocars really
can be the most satisfyingway of getting your new car ] OF BR’DGWATER

Wylds Estate - Bristol Road - Bridgwater - Somerset - Tel: Bridgwater (0278) 55555 - Telex: 46285 To telephone from Germany dial 0044-278-55555
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Sgt Bill McCowan of 29
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bearing before
deployment of the 105
mm light gun during a
recent winter warfare
exercise in Norway.
Story — page 8.
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ORLEYh FARM SCHOOL

South Hill Avenue, Harrow, Middx.
01-422 1525

A preparatory school for boys 7 to 14. 70 boarders live in the main house in

the care of Mr and Mrs Davies and three matrons. The school has recently

enlarged to 270 and added a pre—pra[‘mralurv department. There are twenty

five acres of playing fields and ample facilities for indoor sport. The school

has an enviable reputation for both academic results and sporting achieve-

ments. A wide range of extra-curricular activities is encouraged.
Prospectus from the Headmaster.

HAVE YOUR CHILDREN

HAD TOO MANY CHANGES
OF SCHOOL?
# < »v;;";; DO THEY NEED
by, o INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION?

If this is your probiem the Royai Caledonian Schoois can belp
For well sver 160 years the Schools have been iooking ater the children of Servicemen wilh
Scoftish conneclions. We can case ol and supervise the aducation and upbnnging of your boys

and girls between the ages of 3': and 18
In spacious and happy surroundngs lm‘\:’un enjoy a lite of stability in lerm-1ime, returning home

Grammar
School

Independent Day and Boarding
School for 350 boys and girls aged
8-18, close to Yorkshire Dales. Wide
curriculum for ‘O" and ‘A’ level
subjects.

Fees (September 1980)
Boarders £705 per term
Day £376 per term

the hobdays
The Sonools qualify for Senvcemen's Education Allowances. Further information will willingty be
serl o you by —
Captain R. E. Wilson, CBE, DFC, AN
The Aoyal Caledonian Schools, ludmm Herts, WD2 37S. Telephone Watford
2

SURVIVAL BOOKS

Wilderness Living, Scouting, Patrolling,
Tracking, Trapping, Marksmanship,
Silencers, Gunsmithing, Instinct Shoot-
ing, Leathercraft, Gamekeeping, Dog
Training, Handloading, Bowhunting,
Improvised Weaponry, Country Living,
Alternative Energy, Nuclear War Survival,
Self Defence, Pistoicraft, Combat Train-
ing, Knifemaking and Knifecraft. Over 400
exciting, new titles to choose from
(including PALADIN PRESS titles)

Reductions for Preparatory
Department.

For free prospectus, write to
The Headmaster, quoting Ref:

Bentham,
Lancaster,

Ws

Catalogue 40p (Stamps OK|
:L'tlaulogun sent by return — 1st Class

P.T.J. ENTERPRISES (DEPT §3)
CAPEL, LLANGORSE, BRECON,
POWYS LD3 7UL.

Reynolds Motors

New Road Dagenham Essex 01-592 6655 MAIN DEALERS

We have a special Department dealing with the supply of Ford vehicles to Service Personnel. :
It has been established for many years and has hundreds of satisfied customers. Fill in and post this
advertisement and we shall be pleased to quote our special terms.

Name 8N RANK .. ... .oruaeneoenonns aesnsennnsiss s sassiaissses Trod < .viosssmavain

Address ... .. Bars e s R o aie eeale e et e R e IR A

......................




*Save from £1000 to £4,500!

(Dependant on model choice and specification)

Hard to believe? Maybe, but nevertheless true! And you save Car Tax and VAT!**

As the largest BMW Tax Free and Military Sales centre in Europe, we are able to offer
you unrivalled service. Deliveries can be arranged ex factory Munich or from our
extensive stocks of LHD and RHD cars held in the U.K.

In addition, all our RHD cars carry British type approval for ease of registration in the

U.K.on your return home AT NO EXTRA COST! Consult the experts.
& PARK LANE LUIMITED == E
Export Division

56 Park Lane, London W1Y 3DA Tel: 01-629 9277 Telex: 261360 Tourist Nato and Diplomatic Sales

*(Savings calculated against basic UK prices before VAT and car tax, and current rates of exchange at the time of going to press) **Subject to usual Customs regulations.
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Waterproof = ||EZ ’?"9’”’%%%’""@
Camouflage Jacket & TUESDAY  JUNE 9
Trousers Hi R iR,
THURSDAY ~ JUNE 11

MASSED BANDS
DISPLAY

British M.0.D.Spec.40z Nylon
2-Way Nylon Zip
Storm front,pockets,cuffs,
Rollup hood.

Trousers have elasticated
walst & fly front.

Ankle adjustment.

| TROUSERS £10.25 BY THEREGIMENTSOF |
| THE QUEEN'S DIVISION
| " BEATING RETREAT
Quilted WAISTCOAT (with sleeves BY THE MASSED BANDS & DRUMS OF

BT st THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT

Bss Fastened Front, THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF FUSILIERS  —SIGi]
2 Patch Pockets. THE ROYAL ANGLIAN REGIMENT Vg f*;‘;‘

THE JUNIOR BAND AND DRUMS
& All prices include P/P OF THE QUEEN'S DIVISION
: g "°“e“’:°“ ';';‘;‘ e"‘:’e': "I'l“f‘"’ WITH THE PIPES AND DRUMS OF THE
g e e 5TH & 10TH BNS. ULSTER DEFENCE REGIMENT

SIREE. T BHETA 700 MUSICIANS ON PARADE

[ Chest measurement | |Name_ oo Seats: £3.00, £2.50. Standing 50p
over sweater | Address: s All tickets obtainable in advance from
Height | = THE TICKET CENTRE, 1b BRIDGE STREET
| enclose cheque/P. 0'5 T —— opp. Big Ben, Westminster, London SW1 =
JACK DUSTY LTD Blue House Unit 13 Bluehouse Avenue Tel: 01-839 6815 and 01-839 6732

Clacton-on-Sea Essex or pay on the day at Horse Guards Parade
Proceeds in aid of The Army Bepevolent Fund & Regimental Charities I




They just ask to
be driven away,

Three cars that share one charac-
teristic; they're utterly satisfying to drive.
(Did you know that there are now 12
Chevettes, 10 Astras and 12 Cavaliers to
choose from, one of them is sur
to be right for you))

And if you're soon to

be living abroad, you'll find -
that they're utterly satistying | :
to buy, too. m S—

You see, we can arrange for
you a complete export service including
shipping, finance and insurance.

If you'd like to know more about
Vauxhall’s Personal Export Plan, please
fill in the coupon. Or ring
Luton 0582 426195/6/7.

More about your
| Personal Export Plan, please. .
| am interested in the
| following cars:
I CHEVETTE O CARLTON [
| ASTRA 0 VICEROY 0O
CAVALIER 0O ROYALE ]

NAME

ADDRESS

SoL4B1

Send to Vauxhall Motors Ltd.,
Personal Export Department,
| Route 6197, PO. Box 3, Luton, England.

 VAUXHALL 2!
| PERSONAL EXPORT

I
B e e L S -

_CAvauigp
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As the world’s leading homebuilder, we make just one offer to our
clients — the most competitive prices on the market.

No free gifts or gimmicks. Just straightforward value for money. , ey ...........CH0 I

Leaving it to our competitors to offer short term incentives and Qb N Averden ... £2395
gimmicks, and naturally the higher prices to pay for them all. L

We stick to what we do best: building houses to our traditional high
standards and selling them at very competitive prices. And competitive
prices mean smaller mortgages with subsequent lower repayments.

What'’s more, our £100 holding deposit scheme secures the house
and guarantees the price.

To find out more about mortgages (now available up to 95%), our

axonfield
I oulby Newham, Woodvale

J lu:pcunl
ngfi\ \HIRF
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| {"tm : Home Buying Advisory Service and our homes, just fill in the coupon.
eS1ON £t . . R & &

j o a7 The right house, in the right place, at the right price. Take a look

aemi | for yourself.

IBroadclys £37,208 For details and brochure, tick estates that interest you, fill in your name and address
~Chudicigh® i and send the complete advertisement to:

I e e Wimpey Homes Holdings Ltd., Housing Enquiries (S.B.SOL1), FREEPOST

I JEsmouh LONDON, W6 7BR. (No stamp required). Tel: 01-748 2000 (Ext. 2610). After 5.15 p.m. and
P throughout the weekend ring 01-748 5780, or for homes in the South East, ring Teledata

01-200 0200 anytime,
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Stories: John Walton
Pictures: Doug Pratt




A THIN SUN shone across the Christmas
card landscape, its beams reflected in a
million places from the carpet of snow and
ice. It also shone on teams of gunners erect-
ing tents and digging pits for their 105 mm
light guns.

And while those rays of sunshine brought
little warmth to the labouring soldiers they
also brought little cheer to the hearts of
their instructors. For this was sub-Arctic
Norway in winter and the benign weather
was no help in what they were trying to
teach — how to survive and operate effec-
tively as soldiers in temperatures perhaps 40
or 50 degrees Fahrenheit below the freezing
point at which the thermometer was currently
hovering.

What they feared most was that the
novices at winter warfare, having had an
easy passage, would not fully appreciate the
difficulties which they would be likely to
encounter in a real war in wintertime Nor-
way. Problems like never touching a piece of
metal with the bare hand, quite possible on
this day as the men of 8 Alma Commando
Battery, Royal Artillery — ‘Black 8’ —
prepared for the arrival of their guns already
visible on the distant snowline towed by
Volvo Snowcats and fitted with ski-type
runners.

The battery — it got its name from the
black faces of the gunners after the heavy
barrage it supplied at the battle of Alma —
was going through its first dry artillery
practice since its arrival in Norway as part of
29 Commando Regiment RA. And supple-
menting its numbers were men from its
sister battery, 79 Kirkee Commando Bat-
tery. Soon they are to exchange roles. 79 will
become an Arctic unit while 8 becomes what
is known in the Regiment as ‘the sunshine
battery’ — destined for duty in far hotter
climes.

Those three weeks had seen a lot of what
passes for warm weather in the Norwegian
winter. Sergeant Paul Monk, on his fourth
winter in Norway and 11 years with the
battery, tried to look on the bright side.
Including those from 79 Battery something
like three-quarters of the men were on their
first visit and the mild conditions could help
them learn the early stages of working with a
gun in the cold.

The Snowcats moved off to the nearby

. wooded areas to camouflage up. Meanwhile
the white camouflage nets also went up
around the gun positions. Earlier the posi-
tions had been carefully measured out to
give the right arcs of fire for the targets. And
a vehicle had made a track around which all

_the Snowecats had to pass — as little snow
should be disturbed as possible.

Lieutenant Mark Waring, the battery’s
gun position officer, explained that the dry
training was in preparation for a move to the
grim and barren Hjerkinn ranges for actual
live firing. Techniques were different for the
Arctic — among other things they had to use
a lot of air burst because snow tended to
absorb shells.

Some 330 men from 29 Commando
Regiment were to spend two months in
Norway in their role as the artillery support
for Commando Forces. This was practically
the entire regiment apart from the residue of
the current sunshine battery.

The regiment first came into existence in

Left: Men of 79 Commando Battery RA, soon to
take an Arctic role, camouflage the 105 light gun.

1962 and every man in it goes through
pre-training with the regiment as well as
taking part in the all-arms commando course
at Lympstone (see SOLDIER March issue).

Their base is at the Citadel in Plymouth.
But one battery, 7 Sphinx, is based at
Arbroath with 45 Commando Force. They
were originally the Arctic specialists but
now there is involvement at Commando
Brigade level in the winter exercises in Nor-
way.

There is also a Forward Observation Bat-
tery, based at Poole, and tasked with the job
of providing parties to direct the fire of naval
guns. Two parties of five of these specialists
were based with the regiment and others
were deployed with the AMF(L) forces.

Those first three weeks in Norway had

Above: Arab headdress helps brave Arctic frost.

been spent in basic Arctic warfare training
under the overall supervision of two Royal
Marine mountain leaders as well as the
regiment’s own instructors.

Major Richard Holl, second-in-command
of the regiment, was not alone in bemoaning
the mild winter. He told SOLDIER: “We
would have preferred it colder. It’s fine for
people to stand around and watch demonst-
rations but they tend to learn false lessons.
One does not start to really appreciate the
really good Arctic kit we have got until it
starts to get more than 15 below. And if
snow is cold it brushes off and you stay dry
while if it is warm it melts on your clothes
and you get wet, which can be dangerous.”

- continued over

Below: Surveying the

range ready for firing.
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Above: The Volvo Snowcat — “a great bit of kit.’

To get the Arctic warfare qualification
you must become a proficient skier. Some-
thing like 100 men had not been to Norway
before, although some had skied in Ger-
many, so it was surprising to learn that there
had been only one serious skiing injury plus
a few sprains and bruises during the whole
training period. The commando gunners
attribute this to their supreme physical fit-
ness compared to the novice holidaymakers,
who tend to collect a bigger crop of injuries.

The gunners were based for the second
year running at a summer holiday camp at
Stugudal, close to the Swedish border. The
chalets provided them with excellent
accommodation, although the numbers of
soldiers housed there meant that they were
somewhat more crowded than the tourists
who stay during the short Norwegian sum-
mer.

Major Richard Beale, community rela-
tions officer for the regiment, said that going
to the same place two years running was a
great advantage as any initial suspicions
from the surrounding valley folk — mostly
foresters — had been abated in 1980.

Both years an article had been placed in
the local paper explaining what was going to
happen. And soccer mad Norwegian school-
children from the area (they know all the
British clubs and stars as British football is
shown on Norwegian” television) received
instruction on the game from three of the
regiment’s best players.

Major Beale and the assistant adjutant,
Lieutenant Ann Taylor, also visited the local
school three times a week to talk to the
English class about England and English.

Said Major Beale: “It was as though we
had never been away. There were all the
same faces — the local officials, the cleaners
at the camp, the tradesmen.”

Extra special care was needed by the
soldiers as any damages to come from their
own pocket were likely to be hefty — Nor-
way is an expensive country and the bill for a
broken table or chair would be high.

But the camp manageress paid a fulsome
tribute when she said that after the 1980
visit the camp had been left in better condi-
tion by the 300 troops than after the usual
tourist season.

The men of 79 Battery were continuing a
12 month clothing trial which had begun in
the sticky heat of Belize. The aim of Exer-
cise Custom Tailor is to see if a rationalised
range of combat clothing can be produced
for different climates.

10

The tropical lightweight disruptive pat-
tern clothing issued to the battery in Belize
was also being used in Norway. Major Ian
Durie, battery commander, said the trousers
appeared to be finding favour in the sub-
Arctic conditions. A jacket to the same
design as the windproof smock also
appeared to be very suitable for the area.
And disruptive pattern waterproofs were
being tested.

In addition to the ordinary No 2 dress
shirt and the KF shirt, the battery had been
issued with the ‘stone’s shirt’ normally worn
by the RAF and Royal Marines. This, too,
appeared to be preferred for wearing in
barracks although this might be due to its
novelty value. Major Durie said the shirt
had also been worn in Belize where it had
been found to be slightly less sweaty.

Another item on issue was the Norwegian
Army shirt, slightly woolly with a roll neck
and zip fastener. That has also been worn in
the United Kingdom as part of the trial.

Arctic socks had been worn in Belize with
amazing success. Said Major Durie: “They
were less hot and very comfortable when
they got wet. We had to put in an interim
report when we got back from Belize and the
one thing everybody ‘agreed on was how
good the Arctic sock was. And it is very hard
wearing — after nearly a year there are no
holes.”

of the regiment’s senior NCOs when
they received their long service and |
good conduct medals in Norway. Sgt
Ronald Smith, WO 2 Michael
McDean and WO 2 John Francis had
all notched up 15 years service. The
presentation was made by Major-
General Arthur Stewart Cox, Colonel
Commandant of the Regiment and a
former CO. He said he was delighted
to be visiting them after a 12 year
absence “and to see everything in
such great nick”.

79 Battery was chosen for the exercise
because it would be serving in the
tropics, the Arctic and the United Kingdom
within 12 months. The trial continues until
the summer.

The following week the gunners were
moving out to the grim and desolate Hjer-
kinn ranges for actual live firing. After that
they were off to Northern Norway to join up
with the rest of the Commando Forces for
‘Exercise Cold Winter’ — when they would
be in opposition to Canadian, US and
Norwegian troops.

“It will be straight into the snow for us
with no barracks”, said Major Holl. And
that was likely to provide the real test for
what the gunners had been taught about
how to survive and fight in the inhospitable
Norwegian winter.

Four WRAC girls went on Arctic exer-
cise with the Commando Gunners
for the first time this year. The regi-
ment’s assistant adjutant has been a
WRAC officer for several years and
she has always accompanied the
men to Norway. o
But this year the four clerks also
went along. And the experiment was
a great success. Said Private Susan
Burnett (19): “We are getting to
know the men in the regiment better.
And we have been learning to ski —
which is fantastic.” o
And Private Diane Stewart (20)
added: "We were worried about the
cold but it has been very nice.””
Assistant Adjutant, Lieutenant
Anna Taylor summed up: “They all
now feel they are actually part of the
regiment. The lads are actually sit-
ting next to them at dinner time
instead of keeping well clear.” :

Pictured are Pte Diane Stuart, Pte Carol |
Burlinson (standing) and Pte Susan Burnett.

There was a snowy setting for three | -



FOR THE SECOND YEAR running the
161 men of 59 Independent Commando
Squadron, Royal Engineers, were based at
an infantry training camp on the edge of the
small town of Steinkjer and as the sappers
attempted to master the art of ski-ing they
were able to watch Norwegian Army
recruits doing the same thing.

Said the squadron second-in-command,
Captain Nigel Forrestal: “It was very good
for morale to see that Norwegians are not all
born with skis on their feet.”

An even greater morale boost came when
a team of squadron ski instructors took on
the Norwegian instructors in a 20 kilometre
cross-country ski race. Last year the Britons
had been comprehensively beaten but this
year there was an upset.

Corporal Tony Swierzgy came second out
of the 16 competitors — only 50 seconds
behind the Norwegian camp champion. And
the eight man British team finished with an
overall time six minutes better than the
home side.

Said Captain Forrestal: “It came as a bolt

out of the blue for the Norwegians. Because
we are a commando squadron we are much
fitter than they are so it was a question of
fitness triumphing over technique.”

Like the gunners, the sapper squadron
began their Norwegian winter with three
weeks Arctic warfare training for all new-
comers and one week’s continuation training
for those who had been before. There was
also a one week survival course for head-
quarters people like clerks and pay sergeants
who could not be spared for three weeks.

A general survival test was the culmina-
tion of the training. With no rucksacks,
sleeping bags or special Arctic clothing, just
whatever they happened to be wearing, they
had to survive for 24 hours.

Reported Captain Forrestal afterwards:
“We had to make whatever shelter we
could, get a fire going and live on what
rations we had at the time, which for most
people was just two or three bars of choco-
late.

“We had an inkling it was going to hap-
pen but not that night. In our group we were

Left: Snow and dirt flying high as sappers blast.
Above: Sappers took heart from ski-ing victory.

all in ordinary jackets and smocks. Some
had sweaters, some did not. We had one
machete between six. We had to build 4
shelter big enough for six men and try to
make a hot drink. We melted snow and
heated it with powdered chocolate and
Oxo.”

In a longer survival phase the troops
would be expected to hunt and fish —
although wild life is quite hard to find in the
middle of an Arctic winter.

The squadron is based at Plymouth with
the exception of Condor Troop, part of 45
Commando at Arbroath. Unlike the com-
mando gunners the sappers only spend three
years with the squadron before moving on
— although they do like to return for a
second tour if they can. All except four of
the 250-strong squadron are green beret
trained.

After their Arctic warfare training the
men moved on to specific Royal Engineers’
tasks. Most of these pose particular prob-
lems in Arctic conditions and each winter
the squadron works on perfecting its best
equipment and techniques to cope with
them.

The sun was shining on the nearby hills
one morning but it had yet to penetrate the
valley where Lieutenant Clive Livingstone,
Staff Sergeant Peter Thorpe and their team
of minelayers were practising in 12 degrees
Centigrade of frost.

This year they were trialling, for the first
time, a very old fashioned method of laying
mines — by hand. Using a kind of sledge
called a polk, the six man team measured the
distance between mines with a length of
rope and used tripod markers so as not to
lose them in the snow. All very basic, but
Lieutenant Livingstone explained that in
rough, snowy terrain there were areas that
Volvo Snowcats carrying bar minelayers

continued on page 12
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Above: Carrying one of the floats for Class 16
bridge and (right) assembling it in the bay.
Below: Trialling minelaying by means of chute.

would not be able to reach.

The bar minelayer itself is of course also
being used in Norway and a third idea being
trialled is a chute attached to the rear of a
vehicle with a man following up to camou-
flage the mines with snow.

The squadron was also running its annual
course for Volvo Snowcat drivers — an
item of which they were soon to have twice
as many. And for Norway the driver has to
learn not just how to drive and service his

vehicle but such things as how to overcome
snow and mountain obstacles, what to do if
the vehicle throws a track and how to
recover the vehicle from snow by its own
means using a winch attached to a tree or
some other feature.

Down in Steinkjer Bay another group
were assembling the Class 16 airportable
bridge. 59 is the only Royal Engineers
squadron to have the bridge as part of its
permanent equipment and this winter was




Above: Sowing bar mines with a shovel.

the first time they had been able to use it in
Norway. The bridge has 20 floats and can be
used as a raft.

Up on the Giskas ranges, thirty
kilometres away in the hills, more of the
squadron were practising their role of route
denial. This involves blasting in order to
crater roads or cause avalanches.

Staff Sergeant Trevor Collins took time
off from the blasting to explain that the
object was to find the quickest method of
putting up obstacles in frozen conditions.
There were a lot of problems — the deto-
nator cord became brittle, the explosive had
to be warmed and the permafrost had to be
penetrated before they could get any
results. This could be done by a drill and by
laying small explosive charges on the surface
to shift the permafrost.

The plant section of the support troop
were also at Giskas complete with nine
six-medium-wheel tractors, a grader and a
D6 bulldozer — the latter out in Norway for
the first time.

They helped the Norwegian range staff to
clear and widen tracks, make a helipad and
construct a new track to one of the ranges.
But a more immediate task was to clear
tracks through the snow for the field troops
who would be doing Arctic trials on the
ranges.

The range was blanketed with snow and
although tracks are marked by sticks in
some areas the snow was so deep they were
covered over. Said Sergeant ‘Smiler’ Mill-
ward: “Fortunately most of my lads had
been here last year and had a rough idea of
where the tracks were. But the more snow
clearing we do, the better it is for the lads to
pick up tips on how to do it easier.”

All of the machines had been winterised
and there were no problems encountered
during the mainly mild (for Norway)
weather. The main test of men, machines
and techniques was to come in the far north
of Norway when the commando sappers
would be in the thick of the final phase of
this year’s Arctic warfare training — ‘Exer-
cise Cold Winter’. ®

These two pictures look alike but they differ in ten
details. Look at them carefully. If you cannot spot

: HOW Observant are you? the differences, see page 53.
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acrylic 'V’ neck sweaters.

‘, All these garments are designed

. o and embroidered in our own fac-
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ALMA WORKS

PICKFORD ST
Rugby MACCLESFIELD
Motifs etc. Tel: 0625 22560

Designs and prices on request

Embroidered Badges & Clut Tie Manufacturers

ZIPPO LIGHTERS

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH
YOUR CREST

The original petrol windproof

lighters. Guaranteed for life or

repaired free of charge. Delivered
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seas.
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= arly reaction to the announcement
that SOLDIER is to go fortnightly

-= after September has been very
encouraging and we have received a
number of messages wishing the new
venture well.

Planning the new magazine is now
proceeding apace and we already have
some interesting ideas in the pipeline
which we're sure will expand and
improve our coverage of the Army
scene. Remember though, we want to
hear your views. So drop us a line or
give us a ring and tell us what you'd like
to see featured in the new SOLDIER.

As explained last month, we cannot
announce the cover price of the fort-
nightly magazine until a new printing
contract has been awarded, so — for
the time being — we shall continue to
accept annual subscriptions for both
SOLDIER and SOLDIER NEWS at the
current rates. This will not commit cur-
rent subscribers to taking the new
magazine. When SOLDIER goes fort-
nightly, existing subscribers will be
offered a credit against a new subscrip-
tion based on the number of months
that their present subscription still has
to run. And they will be able to take up
their new subscription at a preferential
rate. But, if they decide they do not
wish to go on receiving the magazine
regularly, they will be given a refund
instead.

A

=, ongratulations to John Jesse who
‘ chalks up his 100th military

W museums article this month (page
35) with his visit to the Mayfair home of
_ the 4th Royal Green Jackets (TA).

John's peripatetic pursuit of military
memorabilia started in January 1973
with a piece on the Durham Light Infan-
try museum, but he first set foot on the
journalistic ladder more than fifty years
ago as a f3-a-week sub-editor with
Reuters. He subsequently held a
number of agency and newspaper
posts culminating in six years with
SOLDIER until his retirement in 1974.

Soft-spoken and mild-mannered, the
epitome of modesty and courtesy, John
has always had an interest in military
matters, particularly military history. He
writes with inside knowledge of the
Army too, having begun his war service
‘with the Devonshire Regiment as a pri-
vate before transferring to special
duties in the Middle East and finishing
with the rank of major.

Since his first museum article over
eight years ago he has never missed an
issue and has travelled several
thousand miles to seek out the best of
the British Army’s heritage — a pain-
stakingly polished century that Geoff
Boycott himself would be proud of and

.an innings that, happily, is still not
completed.

g e've been through hell’ is an
. / % | oft-quoted complaint when
V WV soldiers return from exer-
cise. But for our troops in Norway this
winter it literally came true.

HELL
18FEBI198I
GODS EXPEDITION

s A

Hell, a small village near Trondheim,
does a roaring trade with tourists who
wish to say they have visited there. You
can buy postcards showing the station
against an appropriately red sunset,
have your passport specially stamped
and get a complimentary train ticket —
return to Hell.

Word soon got round among the
units on this year’s Arctic warfare exer-
cise — posties and other people pas-
sing that way were loaded down with
bundles of passports for stamping.

Yours till Hell freezes over’ is some-
times used by the mythical Denis
Thatcher in his letters to his friend Bill in
the satirical magazine Private Eye. Any
letter from a soldier in Norway signed
that way would hardly have a ring of
fidelity — the temperature at this par-
ticular Hell rarely goes above freezing
point in the winter.

i

.%7

“¥he hazards of Territorial Army sol-

¢ diering and adventurous training

. in the Trough of Bowland, that
famous Lancashire beauty spot, were
brought home to the Duke of Lancas-
ter's Own Yeomanry when they were
forced to spend the night in Gisburn
Forest by a swollen stream amid a
heavy snowstorm. But it was difficult to
convince them of the normal accuracy
of the local press when, the next day,
the Manchester Evening News reported
that they had faced "‘a raging lizzard".

=
”~

A\ reminder from our Reader Ser-
/. vices department that bound vol-
& Wumes of SOLDIER 1980 are now
available. In red Balacron with gilt title
bearing the year and volume number,
these attractive collectors’ items are
priced at £16.40 for UK/BFPQO readers

and £17 for those elsewhere.

x

re you interested in falconry? Or
. do you know any soldiers who
% are? SOLDIER is keen to research
a feature on this oldest of sports and

would like to hear from any Serviceman
who has falcons. We'd also like to hear
from any other soldiers with unusual
hobbies or pursuits — preferably, but
not necessarily, with a military con-
nection.

*

ne of the Army’s biggest friends
O in show business is leading folk
singer/composer Harvey
Andrews. Every year he travels
thousands of miles to entertain troops
with Combined Services Entertainment.
In 1972 he wrote his never-to-be-
forgotten song Soldier describing the
heroic death of a soldier in Northern
Ireland. It was regarded as controversial
in some quarters but the troops never
stopped clamouring for it whenever
Harvey appeared.

Soldier naturally enough winds up
his new live LP — Brand New Day —
Harvey Andrews in Concert, which is
now available to SOLDIER and SOLDIER
NEWS readers. But a number of other
old favourites as well as newer songs
are included in the record which was
recorded at the ‘Hare and Hounds' in
King’s Heath, Birmingham.

Because of its live nature the record-
ing quality is not always as good as on
some of Harvey's previous albums. But
balanced against that is the atmosphere
and repartee which go to make up the
good folk club performance.

Friends of Mine, Lullaby, Boothferry
Bridge, Gift of a Brand New Day are
among the better known numbers while
he also includes the haunting Margarita,
the jolly Volendam and his caustic view
of some aspects of the Midlands capital
— We in Berning’m.

By special arrangement with Harvey
we are able to offer the record to our
readers by post at a cost of £5.50. Just
fill in the form and mail it direct to him
(not to SOLDIER) together with your
remittance.

Fo Harvey Andrews, c/o Beeswing
Records, 68 Limes Road, Tettenhall, Wol-
verhampton, WV6 BRB. Please send me
the SOLDIER offer of your new album /n
Concert. | enclose my remittance of £5.50
to cover cost and postage to me at the

address below. I
NAME: . ... 5o ih donn e oo e et
ADDRESS 1 ...k {ubimite i e dsr e miea S I
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How do you score
with money?

1. Do you consider your job to be: 4. The electricity bill has come as a

A.The average 91ill 5. shock. Watt are you going to do?

B. Out of the ordinary. | \ A.Run and hide in the mess.

C.Casual, part time. e B. Nothing, I have a Budget Account

— at NatWest so I can spread the cost of my
large bills over 12 equal payments.

- C.Freeze.

5.Where's
the best place

2.When do you remember to

pay the TV rental?
A.In the middle of an assault

course. e =
B. When they come to take it away:. A.From the petty cash box in the
C.NeverI'veissued NatWest witha  C.O!s office.

Standing Order and they ' . B.Borrow it again.

remember for me. 7777 C.From a NatWest Servicetill.

k VoK Y ]  Scores:1.A1,B2,C0.2.A1B0,C2
3.How do you e that ‘~=& : =71/ 3, A0, B1, C2. 4. AO, B2, C0. 5. A0, BO, C2.

your wife gets her hmls?keepmg? / 5 and under: You're not really very
A.Don't bother—she'll manage good at money matters, are you?

somehow. Wh\% nolt 5}0‘}3 inand éalk;c;l usat Nt?ltwr;?h?
B. Give itto mother to pass on. , —10: You've obviously got the right
C.Open a joint account at ideas about hancRISHEE

NatWest so that she can get her Bt with a0 e

' less time to yourself than most, and may
housekeeping when she needs it. need the extra help that NatWest can offer.

Still puzzled? Pop in and see us next time yu’re passing. We'll be happy to help.

«» NatWest

BANK ON US FOR AN EASIER WAY OF LIFE.
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- Tethering two cameras to balloons and

ALMOST A CENTURY AGO a Royal
Engineers officer, Major H Elsdale, made an
experimental attempt at aerial photography.

operating their shutters by an ingenious
clockwork mechanism, he obtained a photo-
graph of the Citadel in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
from 1450 feet and took a number of other
pictures at up to 3000 feet. - -
Today, the takipg of photographs from
the air is a very sophisticated business, and
for the British Services the main centre of
expertise is a small section at RAF Bramp-
ton — The Joint Air Reconnaissance Intel-
ligence Centre — which last summer cele-
brated jts 40th anniversary. -
continued on page 18
Left: Artist’s study of pre-WW2 aerial camera.

Below: Flying officer Geoff Bibby discusses iden-
tification drill with some of his tri-service staff.




Aerial photography for military purposes
really got under way in the First World War
and it was another Army officer, a gunner
this time, who helped it ‘take off’.

Lieutenant Charles Curtis Darley, a Royal
Artillery officer serving with the Royal Fly-
ing Corps, collected together photographs
taken of the German lines and painstakingly
built up a mosaic on which he marked all the
points of interest. So impressed were Corps

headquarters that soon other RFC squad-
rons were taking aerial photographs of the
enemy lines.

JARIC itself traces its origins back to
1940 after Winston Churchill had urged the
Air Ministry to form a specialised unit to
gain intelligence from aerial photography.
Earlier, a civilian aerial survey firm had
interpreted high altitude pictures covertly
obtained by the freelance aerial photo-

Above: S/Sgt Armstrong checks an identification.

Below: RAOC staff at work in printing area.

ol

grapher, Sydney Cotton. His photographs of
German naval bases, when interpreted,
revealed so much detail that Churchill
insisted on the company and its specialised
equipment being placed on the RAF establ-
ishment.

Later that same year an Army section and
a Royal Navy liaison element joined the
team to form the Central Interpretation
Unit. And it has remained’ a joint Service
unit ever since.

The unit, based by the Thames at Med-
menham, played a vital role during ‘the
secret war’ — it was directly involved in the
planning stages of nearly every operation
and in every aspect of intelligence. Its peak
period of activity was before the Normandy
landings when it supplied detailed informa-
tion on terrain, beaches, enemy defences
and locations and also prepared landscape
models of target areas.

Among the unit’s successes were the iden-
tification of German radar and electronic
systems, the detection of Nazi V1 and V2
secret weapons, the planning of bombing
raids and assessment of bombing damage,
the selection of dropping and pick up zones
for secret agents, monitoring the German
Navy, assessing production capabilities of
enemy industry, identifying the first Ger-
man jet planes, checking enemy transporta-
tion systems and providing information for
raids on the coast of Europe.

In 1944 it absorbed a large American
contingent and became the Allied Central
Interpretation Unit for the rest of the war.
After VE day many of the photographic
interpreters served in the Far East.

After the war the strength of the CIU was
drastically reduced and it moved to Oxford-
shire. In 1953 it took its present name and
four years later moved to its present home.

Today the main role of JARIC remains
essentially unchanged — the exploitation
and reproduction of aerial imagery for the
three Services and for various civilian
bodies.

It is predominantly RAF manned but the
other two Services are represented — with
the Army providing about 12-15 per cent of
the strength. The imagery analysts of the
Intelligence Corps constitute the bulk of the
Army personnel, but there are RAOC men
in the printing area, plus some WRAC
imagery analysts and Royal Engineers in the
photogrammetry field — who measure
objects of interest to the photointerpreters. |

JARIC provides recognition aids for all
three Services. These include topographxc L
models, which can be used to familiarise
units with areas in which they are going to
train, and models of Nato and Warsaw Pact
equipment.

The main roles of the Centre, of course,
are in the intelligence field but it also holds
archives of aerial photographs from" many
parts of the world, some going back te
pre-war days. Many are stored on a compu:
ter and, unless classified, can be supplie
through the Department of the Envi
ment to civilian concerns — archaeologists
for instance, about to make a dig.

Old films are not consulted every day, b
they can be very useful. When some unidet
tified canisters were unearthed in German
a check was made on wartime photog

Story: John Walton
Pictures: Doug Pratt
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Right: WW2 photointerpreters at Medmenham.

to see just what was on the site at that time
and whether the canisters were likely to
contain toxic substances.

During the Moors Murders investigation
the unit were asked to examine aerial photo-
graphs for signs of soil disturbance. And
they have also assessed the impact of floods.

Some three times in the last 20 years
JARIC has checked pictures allegedly show-
ing the Loch Ness monster. The one which
seemed to point most firmly towards there
actually being a ‘Nessie’ was taken in 1963
when JARIC experts reported that the film
showed something swimming away at a
speed of 10mph and concluded ‘it is prob-
ably an animate object’.

The 1967 pictures showed something
moving at Smph but in the most recent ones
— provided by a national newspaper in 1978
— the mystery object moved no more than
two feet during the filming.

‘The object rises and descends vertically
through the water three times during the
filmed sequence. The swell and wave action
do not appear to change noticeably during
that period. The object is heavy and mostly
submerged’, says the report, which does not
offer any conclusions about whether it is the
Monster.

Like most Intelligence Corps interpreters,
Staff-Sergeant David Armstrong can expect
to spend more than one tour with JARIC
during his Army career.

“As far as I can see there is no inter-
Service rivalry here — in fact I've found the
RAF extremely helpful. And it makes a
change to get away from an all-Army envi-
ronment. Except for two years I've been
solely with the Army ever since I joined up
in 1966.”

On an exchange tour from the US Army
Intelligence Corps, Capt Casey Beard told
SOLDIER: “I’'m having a super time.
Within a few weeks I felt totally at home and

Some names which have later
become famous have served with
JARIC over the years — among
*them, during the war, Dirk Bogarde
and the Prime Minister's daughter,
Sarah Churchill.

Others to pass through the Centre
have included the Very Reverend
Antony Bridge, now Dean of Guild-
ford, Pam Ayres, Des O'Connor and
Glyn Worsnip.

Worsnip in fact followed his father
as a photo interpreter with JARIC.
And last September he presented
JARIC with the RAF cap which both
of them wore — as well as telling
them a funny story about it.

When Glyn joined JARIC as a
National Service Flying Officer in
1957 he inherited the cap worn by his
father, Flying Officer Jack Worsnip,
at Medmenham in 1944.

Unfortunately, his father's head
was larger. So Glyn used paper pad-
ding to make it fit. ‘During the
Queen’s Birthday Parade, while
giving three cheers for Her Majesty,
the padding fell out of the cap —
giving him several extra orderly
officer duties’ says the inscription
under the cap — now in a glass case
at JARIC.

g
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Below: Studying film on Vinten light table.

could just as easily have been back in the US
doing the same thing. But my parent organ-
isation is exclusively Army so this is a
unique opportunity for me to see not only
the British Army but all three Services.”

Lieutenant-Colonel Brian Terry, who as
senior Army officer is also Deputy Com-
manding Officer, attributes the inter-
Service cohesion to the fact that imagery
analysis js a busy, interesting and important
job.

Some months ago JARIC dropped the
initials ‘UK’ which used to be bracketed
after its name, because similar units in Cyp-
rus and Hong Kong have now closed down.

TA photographic interpreters also go to
JARIC at weekends where, unlike most
part-time soldiers, they actually work on
operations rather than on exercises. And
this, of course, is what differentiates JARIC
from most Service units — the work it does
is for real rather than practising for an
eventuality which everybody hopes will
never materialise.

The job of JARIC is neatly summed up by
the Latin inscription below its badge of a
Lynx head. It reads Nil Lyncea Latebit. Or
‘nothing shall be hidden from the Lynx’. @
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As little as £25 aweek!
That will guarantee you a mortgage of
£13,300*-a full 95% mortgage, given the usual

status requirements.

Mortgages are guaranteed on all Barratt
houses, bungalows and flats from £12,000 to

R, £130,000 and Britain’s largest
e private house builder ofters
you more than a
better value house.

Ask about the
unique ways we
have developed
to help everyone
from first time buycrs onwards.

The 4250 and Move In’ Scheme -
save your deposit whilst living rent free in
your house.

The Deferred Payment and Interest
Free Loan Schemes—up to 10% of the
house’s purchase price repaid in full after
5 years or with interest free instalments
over amaximum of 5 years.

‘A Barratt house for £25 aweek?
- Now,when Iwas wed...

The Deposit Saving Scheme -
we make a generous contribution.

And the House Exchange Plan
makes selling and buying as easy
as trading in your car.

£100 reserves your house at
today’s price.

Remember, the value is
accelerating all the time—buy
now and you've bought the best
investment of a lifetime.

Aslittle as £25 aweek
turns newlyweds into

Barratt houseowners!

*Net of basic rate tax.
Interest rate calculated at 13%.
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_ - “ - ~ THE GRAND DUCHY of Luxeml
Above: Patrol on exercise in Germany. . : / - fields Nato’s smallestarmy Wlth less
" Below: MAG 7.62 in. anti-helicopter role. . A . - 650 men. And there is not a tank .
' ' ' tracked AFV in sight on its fert
landscape where, 36 years ago,
man tanks thrust eastwards bound fe
neighbouring Belgium's Bas
which immortalised the Battle
Bulge. : -
Although land-locked Luxen
bourg is only slightly bigger than
‘Dorset with a smaller popula
than Belfast, its military
effort — it has no
force — makes
‘mouse’ with quite




sizeable ‘roar’. It takes its motorised light
infantiry battalion commitment to the
seven-nation Allied Command Europe
Mobile Force ‘fire brigade’ — AMF(L) —
very seriously with responsibilities for
northern flank reinforcement even though
such deployment would leave few troops for
the defence of the homeland.

Luxembourg, neutral in both wars but an
enthusiastic Nato team member as an origi-
nal signatory 32 years ago, knows it could
not go it alone in the defence of its national
ground without the help of strong col-
leagues.

It is aware that the security of the border
to the east is beneficially buffered not only
by its friendly ‘big brother’, West Germany,
but by the Allied ‘muscle power’ stationed
there.

Not surprisingly, Luxembourg’s pint-
sized army is a rich source of interesting
data for the fact hungry.

Ten per cent of its total manpower is of
' musical bias — they are all bandsmen.
Another ten per cent is said to have Italian
ancestry due to accumulated bygone immig-
ration from south of the Alps.

The Chief of the army is a 51-year-old
colonel.

Grand Duke Jean of Luxembourg served
in the ranks with the Irish Guards from
November 1942 until July 1943 when he was
commissioned and served in north-west
Europe with the regiment. His sons, the
recently-wed heir to the throne, Prince
Henri and younger brother, Prince Jean,
attended the Royal Military Academy Sand-
hurst in 1975 and 1977 respectively. Both
hold the rank of captain in the Luxembourg
Army.

Any man in The Duchy seekmg a perma-
nent career as a prison officer, policeman,
post office employee, customs official, fores-
Below: On guard at the Grand Ducal Palace.

try commission worker, or as one of the
para-military gendarmerie (Luxembourg
has 430 of them, including women) must
first undergo the disciplines of three years’
army service.

Home for the Duchy’s all-volunteer army
is Herrenberg Barracks, near Diekirch, sit-
ting among 1300-foot-high rolling hills
about 20 miles almost due north of the
country’s capital — seat of the European
Parliament. The barracks, built nearly 30
years ago to house 3000 men, is now the
home of the Centre d'Instruction Militaire
(CIM) which is subscribed by four annual
intakes, averaging 40 men each.

The Luxembourg Army’s development
from the latter part of 1945 — the country
had previously been neutral — was model-
led on British Army lines. The Iqlxembourg
government decided to build ups forces by
national service. This ended in 1967.

Today’s terms of engagement for non-
senior NCOs and officers are open to those
aged from 17 to 24 over a three-year period
with an option of yearly extensions up to a
maximum of seven years. Career officers
and SNCOs usually stay until retirement at
the age of 55.

Of the intakes, only two or three volun-
teers will usually drop out during the initial
fortnight’s training and perhaps the same
number will leave after three months. There
is no question of them having to buy them-
selves out,

The Duchy’s army — clad in British
inspired Service dress, Dutch combat boots
or American fatigues — has an establish-
ment for 30 officers, 100 SNCOs, 430 sol-
diers, 100 civilians as back-up and, of
course, 61 bandsmen.

A private on a three-year engagement is
paid about £140 a month and gets 25 days’
annual leave. A lance corporal earns about
£230 monthly, an SNCO about £6000 a

vear and a major with 16 years’ service, just
over £11,000 a year at current exchange
rates. Most soldiers run cars,

Nominal rents are paid for married quar-
ters although it is estimated that only a small
percentage of the army is married.

During their service, men aged between
17 and 21 compulsorily put half of their
wages into the bank. And at the end of his
three years each volunteer gets a £2000
gratuity.

Luxembourg’s contribution to the
AMF(L) amounts to 368 officers and men

with 174 vehicles and trailers. But troops

and transport are only activated during field =

training exercises in preparation for what is
hoped will never happen, the ‘real situa-
tion’.

is 571 million francs (£7,344,051) which i is
about 0.9 per cent of the GNP, -

Field hardware used by the joint defen- _
ders of the Duchy and Nato’s northern flank
include anti-personnel and anti-tank
grenade-launching rifles, Belgian FAL and
MAG 7.62mm general purpose machine
guns, Browning 9mm pistols, American
M.72 Light Anti-Tank Weapons (LAWSs),
Israeli 9mm Uz sub-machine guns, and
American TOW wire-guided anti-tank mis-
sile systems.

For communications the army uses seven
types of radio and is to acquire replace-
ments, Cover at battalion and company level
has been described as ‘adequate’ but
‘impaired’ at squad stage. o

Rapid deployment to ‘points sensibles’
(key points) or even to the border with
Germany, just six miles from Diekirch,
would be by an assortment of 222 British,

German and American wheeled vehicles

including jeeps, Land Rovers and 16-year-
old 2§-ton Chrysler lorries.
continued on page 24

The current Luxembourg defence budgct -
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Left: Some mat finishes for girl gendarmes.

The vehicles, with planned lifespans until
the end of the century, average 15,000 miles
a year and the fleet has a back-up stores
manifest of some 44,000 items. Re-
conditioned engines are ‘road’ tested stati-
cally in a workshop.

On order, too, are five V-150 wheeled
armoured reconnaissance vehicles, the first
delivery expected this year.

One of the reasons, it is suggested, for
adopting the motorised as opposed to
mechanised infantry role is that tracked
vehicles on exercise would present hefty
land and crop compensation bills for the
already economy-conscious army.

“After all, we only need wheeled vehicles
in our role to get somewhere fast enough to
dismount and fight on foot.” said a veteran
AMF(L) officer. :

Luxembourg is confident about any tacti-
cal performance it might be called upon to
enact in the future.

Major Guido Shiltz, 37, G Ops, who has
served on attachment with 4 Royal Green
Jackets (TA), says: ““I am convinced we are
equal to other Alliance members. We have
eleven years of AMF experience by our
officers and SNCOs who have taken part in
at least half a dozen field exercises.

“In general, the Luxembourg soldier is
disciplined, well-trained, well-equipped and
takes himself seriously. Linguistically, he
speaks French, German and his native Lux-
emburgisch and this background of lan-
guage is invaluable in rapid communications
when operating with Nato soldiers from
Belgium, Holland and Germany. Also,
about 20 per cent of our soldiers speak
English.”

He added: “Our soldiers, whose average
age is 19, are in very good condition. They
are well prepared morally and tactically to
use the equipment which, we feel, is suffi-
cient to the task required. Our soldiers like
to go on exercise — it’s preferable to barrack
life for them. After six months’ training they
get two years’ education by military instruc-
tors and then a final year of formal academic
training.”

Similar affirmations of faith in the Lux-
embourger soldier — past and present —
have been given by the former SACEUR,

General Haig and by current COMAMF(L), |

Major General Mike Reynolds.

During SOLDIER’s visit to a snow-
covered company exercise in Germany with
the Luxembourg Army it was noticeable, in
comparison with British soldiers in a similar
environment, that there was very little
swearing in the field but the same serious-
ness in purpose towards ‘scoff’ served from
field kitchens. -

But if his behaviour in the field is good,
the Luxembourg soldier’s teeth are, accord-
ing to the resident lieutenant-colonel
dentist, “fairly bad”. -

By the time they reach the Luxembourg
Army, two per cent of volunteers already
have full sets of dentures. A dozen volun-
teers a year are rejected for military service.

SOLDIER was shown a record card for
one soldier who had 13 bad teeth and three
missing. He was just 21.

“It’s a problem among our young people
but perhaps no worse than among British
soldiers,” the dentist offered. “Too many
sweets, soft drinks and not enough care




Above: TOW in snow-bound AMF scenario.

account for our problems here.”

The differing standard of subalterns also
provoked comment.

Captain Leandre Mignon, 36, a company
commander, who once spent two months at
Weeton on attachment with Burma Com-
pany of the King’s Own Royal Border
Regiment and trained in Wales and the Lake
District, said: “I think our young officers
are more mature than yours. By the time
they join their companies at the age of 23 or
25 they have already completed valuable
time at a military academy. Your subalterns
seem to complete a much lesser time in
academic and military training before join-
ing their units, thus making for a difference
in military mentality.”

Since 1969, the Duchy’s AMF contingent
has exercised in Denmark five times — it
goes again this year — and Turkey and
Norway once. Next year, for the first time,
it will send a platoon on exercise to Norway
in the winter.

As a prelude to this, an eight-man
detachment spent spring this vear during
Exercise Hardfall observing tactics and sur-
~vival techniques in Norway.

The cross-fertilisation of training techni-

ques for the Luxembourgers is further
enhanced by exchange schemes and invita-
tions to battle training facilities outside the
country.

For example, ten courses a year are held
embracing TOW training with the Ameri-
can Army’s 1/39 Infantry Regiment at
Baumholder, in West Germany.

Further field training is done with a sister
French unit, the 151st Mechanised Infantry
Regiment at Metz, or 262 Para Battalion at
Merzig, in West Germany or with the
Troisieme Chasseurs Ardennais in Belgium.

Officers can spend 4! vears at the Brussels
Military Academy and six months at the
Infantry School at Montpellier in the French
Camargue.

Every so often, the Luxembourg battalion
with its five infantry companies takes advan-
tage of helicopter training tips from visiting
Nato units during hosted exercises.

Economy in effort, as with any nation
within the Alliance, is a requisite of the
training and two 600-hectare areas have
been leased near Diekirch and the Blees
Valley for all-year-round facilities in the
rolling country wedged between Germany,
Belgium and France.

But there are two declared ‘close’ seasons
from 1st June to 15th July and 1st Sep-
tember to 15th October when live firing on
national ground is curtailed out of deference
to hunting requirements. Some training is
then switched to Vogelsang, Germany and
Maellet, near Reims, in France.

Captain Mignon explained: “We have
discussions with the hunters because we
would be going through their forests and the
deer would go away. We avoid problems and
clashes with the hunters.”

Stll with the accent on economy, the
Luxembourg Army would like each of its
half-dozen TOW launchers to loose off one
missile per year. Instead, they suffice with
one between two launchers.

Major Guido Shiltz commented: “TOW
was bought by us purely for AMF use on the
northern flanks. If called into use on Lux-
embourg soil I think the missile would, in
my opinion, lose its effectiveness over the
contours of our terrain where possibly an
American or Belgian artillery barrage would
be more effective. We have no field guns
except American 105s mounted on 25-1b
chassis for ceremonial purposes.”

Another officer agreed: “For Luxem-
bourg, per se, TOW is probably not the best
weapon for the job but our role with
AMF(L) in a crisis is to deploy to Norway or
Denmark. Orders, incidentally, on TOW in
the field are given in English because we
may some day be under the command of an
American sergeant during operation of the
system.”

Their international harmonisation is
reflected too in the Luxembourg Army’s
uniform insignia. Officer badges of rank
adopt a British style while NCO chevrons
and flashes show an American slant.

Women also figure in the daily scene
around Diekirch — but they are only
attached to the army. The girls spend three
years at the CIM in their quest to join the
police force or the gendarmerie during
which they undergo weapon training and,
rather disarmingly for the men, unarmed
combat up to orange belt standard.

The Luxembourg Army, in short, likes to
be a part of Nato and measures up well in
keen spirit towards the concept of collective
defence.

As a 25-year-old subaltern confided:
“Without wishing to seem subservient my
respect for Nato is constant because it helps
us to remain Luxembourgers without the
fear of outside aggression.” @

Above: Trainee girl gendarme with 9mm Uzi.
Below: Drill parade pointers for young recruit.
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As last month’s article on SCRDE explained, a new
Combat High Boot will soon be stepping out in the
British Army. ‘Action Man’ Stuart Reed teamed up
with the Advanced Para course in Wales to put a pair
through their paces. Here he describes the course
and now his new footwear stood up to it . . .

Above: Breaking ice — but feet stayed dry.

Below: Welcome ather for boots and feet.

STICKING THE
BOOT IN

MILITARY HISTORY IS LITTERED
with examples of the soldier’s kit lefting him
down. Napoleon’s troops near Moscow
could have done with thermal underwear
and parkas, the English Army at Bannock- |
burn needed thistle proof socks and camou-
flage may well have given the British a better
chance in the early stages of the Boer War.

The footwear research team of The Stores
and Clothing Research and Development
Establishment, Colchester, know a thing or
two about boots. They work closely with the
Shoe and Allied Trades Research Associa-
tion and can talk for hours about moulded
soles, water resistance of leather, lace holes,
ski loops, ski hooks, welts, uppers, comfort
and style.

It takes five square feet of leather to make
one pair of boots and with the Services
needing a quarter of a million pairs every
year unit costs must be kept as low as
possible. ;

The laboratories at SCRDE are filled with
boots of all kinds. Some are brand new,
others are badly scuffed and battered or
heavily mud caked. They bear intriguing
tags such as:—‘Sgt Smith, Isle of Skye’,
‘Staff Sgt Jones, Dee Estuary’ (did Jones
survive along with the boots?) and so forth.

Three thousand pairs of the Combat High
Boot have been issued to selected soldiers
for a trial period of one year and now the
results are being studied. Written reports
tell of soldiers being three days ‘on the plain’
(Salisbury) in winter and emerging with dry
feet.

The new Combat High Boot will replace
the DMS (Direct Moulded Sole) Ankle Boot
doing away with the gaiter and the time
consuming puttee which recruits especially
find so difficult to do up and keep tidy. 1
Being calf length, it should give better pro-
tection in moorland conditions, scrub and
rock strewn countryside.

SCRDE has done its homework and,
though there may be one or two minor
modifications to the current design, the boot
is ready to be stuck in.

Whilst at SCRDE I was fitted for a pair of
the new boots: Sizes are measured in the
Mondo point system which takes length and
breadth of foot into account. In the days
ahead those boots were to occupy my
thoughts a great deal. . . .

The man who coined the phrase ‘tough as
old boots’ was way off beam. Old boots
generally caress the feet with an easy gentle-
ness stemming from long association. New
boots are the tough ones. Fortunately, every
barrack room has its resident boot expert
and I asked around for recommended
breaking-in techniques. Here are some:
® Have a bath wearing the new boots —

Royal Marine. As this idea comes from

the Marines, predictably, it’s concerned

with water. But the plan is not as kinky
as it sounds and it does work.
® Rub the insides with cooking oil, fat or lard

— Army Catering Corps. This sounds like

a recipe for Kentucky fried feet but the

scheme has some merit.
® Tum the sock inside out, rub with soap,

dampen the feet and march unnl bubbles
emerge from lace holes — Retired soldier
now in MOD. A very sound idea which
has stood the test of time but it does tend
to tint the feet black.

Because the new Combat High Boot is

Pictures: Andy Burridge



made of stout, good quality leather, perhaps
it takes a little more breaking-in than most,
whichever method is used. It can chafe the
front of the calf and its sturdily reinforced
heel can easily raise a blister or two at the
first few wearings.

I was to put my boots through their paces
in the wild, wet Brecon beacons over four
days hard labour alongside lads of the Para-
chute Regiment as they strove to complete
their Advanced Para course.

Field Test

Six Section, commanded by Corporal
Francis had been flown by RAF Wessex
helicopter into the Sennybridge Training
Area near Brecon in Wales. After victori-
ously routing the enemy in a section attack
they joined up with the platoon for more
close engagements.

Less than three months ago these young
soldiers of the Parachute Regiment were
civilians. They passed the gruelling Pre
Parachute Selection course and after com-
pleting Advanced Para, Wales they will go
on to RAF Brize Norton to jump out of
balloons and Hercules aircraft to earn the
right to wear their ‘wings’.

Advanced Para, Wales, is all about sol-
diering — how to stay alive and outsmart
the enemy. As I joined the ‘baby Paras’ in the
Below: Today’s boot (left) and tomorrow’s.

s <58 Ly
field I knew the exercise was going to, be
uncomfortably realistic. Each man was
wearing CEFO (Complete Equipment
Fighting Order — webbing and pouches)
and helmet.

Corporal Francis was armed with a sub-
machine gun; all the rest carried self loading
rifles except Private ‘Clarkie’ (Clark) who
had the ‘Jimpie’ (general purpose machine
gun). Private ‘Simmo’ (Simmonds) had the
heavy radio set and spare batteries in his
Bergen. After a short tab (speed march)
from the scene of the section attack we went
to the edge of a forest block to join the 60
strong platoon for the main attack of the
day.

The day was fine and sunny but a chill
wind blew across the tops of the Brecon
Beacons. The high ground was frozen solid
and the rough bracken crackled as we spread
out to slip across the sky line. Once over the
ridge we moved cautiously down the valley
sides through sheep pastures to where more
enemy forces lay in wait.

* As we approached a thorny thicket the
enemy opened up with a spectacular barrage

of thunderflashes, Schermuly flares and
SLR fire. We surged forward firing and
yelling and soon the enemy position was
overrun. The valley bottom was marshy.
The mud came to our boot tops but the
stream was only ankle deep.

We splashed through and reorganised on
the far side. Six men were sent back. Work-
ing in pairs they searched the enemy ‘dead’,
one man covering as the other checked for
signs of life or booby traps.

Soon we were tabbing again along the
valley side and on to the high ground where
the RAF had dropped our Bergens.
Lieutenant Hibbert, the platoon comman-
der, had planned the defensive position and
determined where the trenches should be
dug. Without delay we took off our packs
and webbing and started digging.

We followed the splitlock trench drill to
the letter: removing the turf and placing it
grass to grass so that it could be replaced
later over the excavated soil to form an
unobtrusive mound all round the trench.
This forms a bullet stop over which only the
gun barrels and the tops of the soldiers’
heads can be seen.

For those on the flanks of the defensive
position the digging was not too bad. The
top soil was three feet deep giving way to the
more solid clay.

Others were less fortunate. They hit
Welsh slate at ankle depth. Picks and
shovels were no use then and the young
soldiers used their clasp knives to etch the
stone out slab by slab. Those who left off
their gloves suffered from cracked finger
ends in the days to follow.

We dug all afternoon. Some trenches fil-
led up with water and had to be resited.
From time to time Divisional Sergeant
Major Davies called in to keep the lads
working and in avuncular tones gave all
sorts of advice on how to ease the rigours of
living outdoors in a cold climate.

Already we were looking battle soiled —
smocks and trousers were smudged with
mud and clay building up on our boots. My
new boots had good mud-shedding qual-
ities. A thick cake built up but could be
stamped off without even thinking about it.

Just before dusk there were shouts of
‘Stand To’. We ran for cover just as two
fighter aircraft roared over the defensive
position, heading towards the Impact Area.
Loud explosions followed as their rockets
blasted some unseen target over the hill.

After what seemed an age we were stood
down and continued digging in by bright

Above: Dawn run in NBC kit tested footwear.

moonlight. I shared the gun trench with
Privates Clark and Eversly. ‘Clarkie’ who
used to be a builder showed us how to dig,
telling us proudly of a 40 feet deep cess pit
he once dug back home in Rutland.

As the temperature dropped to below zero
a thick hoar-frost cdvered the ground. As we
toiled away Private Lewin Eversly, Section
2IC, entertained us with stories of sunny
Barbados where his father hails from. It
sounded like paradise.

A stag roster of sentry duties was drawn
up and each man in the section had to take a
turn in going down the hill and over the
marsh to lie freezing in the long grass and
watch out for the enemy. Every minute felt
like an hour and my feet felt frozen déspite
the thick socks.

The trench diggers were flagging as the
night wore on. Just before first light our ‘L’
shaped gun trench was complete except for
the sleeping bay. At about 5.30 a ‘Stand To’
was ordered to be ready for a dawn attack by
the enemy.

No attack came and we stood staring
bleary eyed across the rolling landscape of
Brecon as the sun rose centimetre by cen-
timetre over the horizon. The sun slowly
warmed the land and we gradually wore off
the stiffness and fatigue of the night’s dig-
ging.

Our wrists were becoming swollen with

continued on page 28

bove: Warming cuppa to sooth away the chill.
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the jarring of the picks and shovels. Some
had to loosen their watch straps or take them
off. The early morning sun faded and a fine
misty rain settled over us as we brewed a
mug of tea in the bottom of the trench.
Ready cooked food had been withdrawn by
now and we had been issued with 24 hour
ration packs to last for the remaining three
days.

The rest of the day was spent digging the
sleeping bay and covering it with logs and a
layer of packed earth to withstand mortar
attacks. After the first twenty-four hours my
feet were cold but dry and I had no blisters.

Below: Tabbing was tough for radio operators.

The boots were domg well.

Towards evening DSM Davies popped
into the trenches to keep our spirits up with
a bit of banter and old campaigner’s advice.
He was the only one wearing the coveted red
beret and its silver winged badge shone out
like a beacon. You could see the ‘baby Paras’
eveing it with pride.

We couldn’t understand how he managed
to stay so smart. The rest of us were begin-
ning to resemble extras from a remake of
‘Stalingrad’.

That night we rehearsed our dnll for the
recce patrol planned to go out that night. The
objective was to discover the size of a stream
running between the enemy and ourselves

. several kilometres away. We practised all

round defence, lying on the cold saturated
grass and moving silently in response
to hand signals by Corporal Francis.

There was just time for a quick brew and
we were off on the patrol in earnest. We had
had almost no sleep for a day and a half and
the cross country march made us feel more
alert than we really were.

As we climbed down the sides of a steep
valley we saw the enemy position, a dull
wavering light across the stream. We
crawled forward on hands and knees
through wet tufted grass and across slopes
seeping with water to look down on the
enemy. One man fell asleep in the firing
position. He was roughly awakened by Cor-
poral Francis and threatened with drastic
treatment for further lapses.

On our way back to the defensive position
we lay flat in the frosty tufted grass while
another patrol passed us by merely yards
away, their feet crackling through patches of

" nelled troops into gaps where they can

bracken. Once back at the position we w
actually allowed to sleep. Those not «
duty crawled gratefully into their
bags’. Some were curled up at the bottom
the trench with poncho capes over then
Others inched their way mtothe'f €]
bays like tired rodents. -

In no time at all we were roused again
‘Stand To’ to fend off any surprise
attack. Again nothing happened and
was more digging to follow. But tl
time for a brew of tea and some apple
apricot flakes from our ration packs. To ou
famished' stomachs it tasted superb.

A practical demonstration of minelaying
was laid on for us by kindly Corporal C
man. We learned about anti-personnel ;
such as the ELSIE and the DING!
anti-tank mines like the Mark Se
Bar mine,

We laid out a small minefield across the
marshy ground below the defensive posi
tion. One man carefully cut back the turf,
slid in the mine and then stamped on the
turf to tamp it down. mndkyCorporalGu
man was speechless at the man’s stupidi

Another man fell asleep where he st
and dropped his rifle. He was made
double away to the top of a nearby hill :
back. :

Next, lofty Corpora] Harrison briefed
about barbed wire. Since the Boer War
has slowed down enemy advances and chan-

mown down by concentrated fire. I
simple but dislikeable piece of kit but eve
tually, using stakes, we strung it out along
one side of the defensive position
camouflaged it with bracken.
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~ After nightfall we were mustered and
- briefed for the plawon attack. A quick
rehearsal of the signals and tactics and then
- we set off in the darkness to take an enemy
position. We reached the same point as the
night before but this time skirted round a

- spur of high ground and crossed the stream,

the water gurgling round our ankles.
' Suddenly, a bright orange flare went up.
At once the ‘]m}pse opened up on the right
flank sweeping the enemy position with
murderous bursts of fire. :
- We surged forward in a skirmish attack to
~overrun the enemy position. A Schermuly

 flare witha faulty parachute whirled round

~ like a catherine wheel scaring the hfe out of
the man who launched it.
- In a matter of seconds the position was

overrun and we reorganised on the far side.

_ After checking the enemy dead we headed
- off back to camp in the same silent' manner
as we came.

Regaining the high ground we saw that a
fantastic war was raging in the Impact Area.
- A dozen flares slowly trickled down the sky
and a colossal barrage of weapons got going.
Tracer bullets whizzed across the eastern
sky.

Back at the defensive position I gave my

feet a quick inspection, They were dry and
warm after the patrols. The support given to
my ankles by the boots made tabbing over
rough ground a piece of cake.
" We snatched a couple of hours sleep
before ‘Stand To’ on the fourth day. The
- predicted dawn attack came at last. Sud-
-denly there were shouts of ‘Gas, Gas,-Gas!’
and we slipped on our respirators banging
mess tins to warn other trenches of what
seemed to be a mixture of smoke and CS
gas.

A man in the next trench dropped his gas
mask and was suddenly doubled up by the
choking gas. His eyes and mouth were
streaming with water as he rolled about in a
coughing fit.

Suddenly there was firing and vells in a
foreign language. The Gurkhas and the
Demonstration Platoon were attacking.
Thunderflashes roared and flares shot

. through the smoke filled air. Half a dozen

soldiers rushed past the trench jabbering
excitedly in Gurkhali. Everyone was firing
and shouting in the smoke. Slowly it drifted
away and peace returned.
_ For us there was no let up. Soon we were
packing our gear and filling in the trenches,
carefully replacing the turf so it looked as
though we had never been.
- We were all lined up in complete equip-
ment marching order (Bergen, webbing,
helmet and weapon) and set off on a five

Above: Recruits watch and wait for dawn raid.
kilometre run. The slow erosion of our

stamina over the last few days began to tell

and after one or two kilometres most sol-
diers were feeling the pace over the hilly
terrain. The metalled road jarred our knees
and the straps of our packs cuit unmercxfully'

into our shoulders.
There was ice on the road and one snldler

crashed to the ground with a curse; the
others tumbling over him. The corporals

raged like demons getting everyone to their
feet and spurring them on.
The radio operators, who carry a heavier

load than most, found the going especially

tough. So did the ‘Jimpie’ gunners. Those

who could manage to give them a spell and

help with their loads did so. The steep
gradients soon strung the column out and
we could  hear the corporals at the back

threatening dire retribution for those who

slackened their pace.

Most of us were sweating buckets as we

charged down the hill to rendezvous with
our transport. But when we arrived, gasping
and sweating, it had not materialised. DSM

Davies, who had been doing it all with the

rest of us, arrived looking as spruce as ever.
He said there was time for an unexpected
‘perk’ — a log race between the sections.

_ The shattered soldiers rolled theireyesupto
the sky in disbelief,

We were made to select eight-foot pine logs

from a nearby pile cut by the Forestry

Commission and we lined up to start the run
over a 400 metre circular course. Once the
race got underway we forgot our tiredness

and, carried along by the occasion, began
cheering and jreili.ug. A case of beer was
wagered as the prize — just enough to get us

going. .
The wmmng section jumped in the air

with joy and just as the hubbub was dying
down a brace of four-ton trucks came round

the corner to take us back to the School of
Infantry, Brecon.

By now my boots were well and truly
broken in and a pleasure to wear. My feet

were still in good shape too despite spending
four days in soaking wet terrain and having
to march in full kit over rough terrain. The
new boots had kept them dry if not always
warm and the five-kilometre run in full kit

had only caused slight blistering on the frout_ L

of the left ankle.

-Some other members of the platoon had_‘ -
also been wearing the new boots, with minor
modifications. Their feet too, were dry, but

most soldiers shod in the DMS boot had got
theirs wet. As far as they were concerned the

sooner the new boot came into general ser-

vice the better.

“Well, did he agree the custard was lumpy?”

Humour

PTa

e il

“No, I haven’t started peeling vet, sarge — I'm

Conly just beginning to get a bit brown”




IT WASN'T EXACTLY the Talk of the
Town, there was no stage and the conditions
were cramped in the extreme. In fact, it wasa
hastily converted canteen at Bessbrook Mill
in Northern Ireland, but that minor detail
did not pose a serious problem to either the
organisers or the performers in the Com-
bined Services Entertainment production
planned for that evening.

To seasoned CSE performers, used to
appearing in jungle clearings, huts and air-
craft hangars, a canteen was quite a civilised
venue. And it was the best that Bessbrook
could offer. Nearly 300 residents packed into

the room, filling every available inch of space
and almost swinging from the ceiling to make
sure that they didn’t miss the latest show in
town.

They were not disappointed. With con-
summate skill, CSE had put together yet
another winning package with just the right
blend of light to dark blue humour, leggy
dancers and straightforward entertainment
featuring the Barron Knights, supported by
Peter Karrie and Focus 2 and introduced by
comedian Bob Curtiss.

Behind every successful CSE tour is a lot
of organisation and hard work by a small

30

For 35 years Combined
Services Entertainment
has been spreading
sunshine to British troops
all over the world.

Ann Beecham

followed a recent tour

to Northern Ireland.

Y KNIGHTS OF
V' LAUGHTER LIGHT
UP ULSTER GLOOM

team of four, headed by Derek Agutter,
father of actress Jenny. They operate from
offices in Kings Buildings in London,
nestling under the umbrella of the Ministry
of Defence and British Forces Broadcasting
Service but operating independently.

CSE is the offspring of the wartime ENSA
legend. In 1946, after the end of World War
Two, CSE was formed to continue the tradi-
tion of entertainment for the troops. It was
regarded as an Army commitment.

Its first organisers, Richard Stone, George
Brightwell and Ifor Watson, had all had con-
nections with ENSA, which smoothed the
transition. Under their direction, CSE took
tours to troops in trouble spots like Korea,
Suez, Malaya, Cyprus and Aden.

In 1969, Derek inherited CSE. He had
been a tankie for nine years and was commis-
sioned during the war into the then RASC,
today’s RCT. “CSE was rather worried
because I was a soldier and a sportsman but I
do know what’s required. I'm a punter and
I’ve been a soldier myself'so I know what they
need.” He has certainly proved that by the
continuing success of the shows that CSE
puts on.

It is a long hard road to stardom and there
is a lot of luck involved in being discovered.
Derek, with Basil Elms who used to be in
showbiz himself as part of the Sounds Incor-
porated group in the ’sixties, bears the brunt
of the talent spotting. “I think it comes
naturally,” said Derek reflectively.

CSE holds its own auditions for stage-
struck hopefuls who apply to it directly.
Preliminary auditions are held every -two
months and about half the acts, an average of
15 or 16, are invited back to perform before a
live audience. If they are well received, they
may be added to the card index which is the

~“Top: Duke says a big hello to Bessbrook.

t: **And what's your doggie’s name? "’




Even the group’s drummer Has a voice to add.

nerve-centre of the CSE organisation. Only
about ten per cent of the starters finally
make the grade.

The coming of video has made Derek’s life
a lot easier for he can now record TV talent
programmes such as Rising Stars and Oppor-
tunity Knocks. He never fails to watch these
shows and they have yielded him several
future stars such as Iris Williams, Isla St Clair
and Jim Davidson,

Any likely artists are invited to CSE for
audition and, again, an experienced eye for
talent is essential. “It is difficult to put across
singers, especially girls, without studio con-
ditions. They have to have personality ‘live’
'too,” Derek explained.

Giving a good performance is obviously
essential but there are other, equally impor-
tant; criteria for CSE artists. “When we are
putting a show together, we look for good
musicians who can cope with the demands we
make. It is essential to have people who are
nice as there can be a lot of clashes living
together as we have to. There is another side
to it as well — the complete PR side. It is all
part of it for soldiers to chat to the girls in the
show.”

Entertaining the troops is as important
now as ever. Basil Elms deals with most of the
practical details of putting the shows on the
road. A musician himself, he understands
how artists need to be looked after, when
they will want to eat and how much time they

continued on page 33
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Right: Support from Peter Karrie and Focus 2.

need to prepare for each performance.

Personal contact is very important in get-
ting the best from hotels, transport and the
other basics that go to make a good tour. A
well-run tour makes for happy performers
and good shows, and with the vast amount of
travelling involved in reaching troops
worldwide, Derek and Basil need to have the
organisation at their fingertips — or almost.

“There is a schedule of tours laid down and
we just juggle them around to get them all
in,” explained Basil “We have to watch the
budget all the time of course as we are funded
by the Army. We do our publicity through
BFBS and just play wherever we can, par-
ticularly when we are in Northern Ireland.”

Besides regular tours to Cyprus, BAOR,
Gibraltar and Belize, CSE has now started
providing entertainment for the larger exer-
cises like Crusader and the big Arctic series in
Norway. But most valuable of all are the 20
trips it makes each year to Northern Ireland.
For troops on active service, the shows
breeze into their tight, self-contained com-
munities like a breath of fresh air from the
outside world.

Bessbrook in South Armagh has to rank
among the most inhospitable locations in
Northern Ireland and the opportunities for
escaping the dreariness are few and far
between.

The 1st Battalion, The Queens Lancashire
Regiment were in residence at Bessbrook
when the CSE team moved in. The battalion
was coming to the end of their tour and the
show meant a welcome break from routine,
They had had, on average, one show a month
since coming to Northern Ireland but this
one was a bit special because of the Barron
Knights.

The Adjutant, Captain John Fairhurst,
explained: “The lads love it and there’s
nothing else. The difference it makes to
morale is tremendous. You can even see it in
the way they walk about the day after.
They’ve got something to talk about other
than Ireland.

“It’s no good without women though,” he
added. ““After three months that’s what they
want to see.”” A sentiment echoed by the
soldiers themselves after having been treated
to Peter Karrie and Focus 2 who came on
‘stage’ to tremendous applause.

Said Private George Reilly: “We've got 30
days left to do and they remind us what
women look like!”

The lads were all enjoying the show and
Below: Basil Elms sorts out another problem.

agreed with Private Bert Erwin, “We could
do with more shows like this.” Private
Adrian Brown said afterwards: “I really
enjoyed it, the Barron Knights best of all. In
fact I was surprised at the sound they got in
there. These shows are a real morale booster.
They make everyone laugh, cheer them up
and make them feel better for a few days.”

There is no doubt that the audiences
appreciate the big names. Artists like the
Barron Knights are indispensable to CSE but
stars of their calibre are the most difficult to
add to the card ihdex.

“We can’t compete against commercial-
ism. There is not much money so we try to
give them something else as well — the trips
abroad and the experiences they wouldn’t
normally get,” explained Derek.

The ‘old boy’ network in showbiz pays
dividends in persuading the big names todo a
CSE tour. “Itis essential that we use personal
contact to get people to come out for us,” said
Derek “I'm lucky in some ways because my
daughter is well-known in the business and
this opens doors which otherwise would not
open so easily.”

Some artists, alas, have turned their backs
on CSE when they have finally hit the big
time. “Money is a great changer,” sighed
Derek. But there are others, such as Harry
Secombe, Frankie Howerd and Matt Monro
who remain faithful. They join CSE tours
through a bond of friendship, a flicker of
old-fashioned patriotism and a memory of
the enjoyment they had from the last tour
they did.

It is for reasons such as these that the five
Barron Knights — Barron Antony, Dave
Ballinger, Duke D’Mond, Butch Baker and
Peter Langford — are a regular CSE attrac-
tion. Their manager, Toni Avern, explained:
“Money is not all-important. We do our job
and it is good to go and see our countrymen
living away from home and living sometimes
in bad conditions. It’s good for us to be able
to bring a certain amount of happiness to
them.” Drummer Dave added: “It’s great
doing something for the lads out here espe-
cially. Some of them haven’t seen outside for
weeks.”

The appeal of the Barron Knights is almost
universal. They have been together for an
incredible 20 years and their friendship has
survived all the trauma and stress of a life in
showbusiness. The group was formed on the
forecourt of the garage run by Barron
Antony’s father where Toni was working at
the time. They had their hard times, When

they were travelling, living and sleeping in an
old coach, but weathered the storms to
become one of the most popular and sought
after groups in the country.

“We are a complete working unit. We’re
just partners and we share everything,” said
Toni. His loyalty extends to accompanying
the lads on some tours. “I don’t feel I can ask
the boys to go to‘a troubled area unless I’'m
prepared to do it myself.”

From a secure financial position, created
according to Toni by keeping fees relatively
low so that everyone made money in the early
days, the group can afford to be philosophical
about their business and can work to please
themselves. :

“We seem to have had an affiliation with
the Forces since the early days of our first hit
in 1964, Call up the Forces. Barron was in the
RAF during National Service and we spent a
lot of our early days playing at RAF sta-
tions,” commented Dave,

Perhaps it was this element of nostalgia
that lay behind the group’s obvious enjoy-
ment of the trip. They included plenty of
topical and pertinent jokes in their repertoire
and one about the Royal Green Jackets sleep-
ing through night patrol went down particu-
larly well. “It wasn’t like work” said Barron
after the first show. “If tomorrow’s show is as
good, I'll be well pleased.”

The girls too were delighted with their
reception. ““It’s a great turn-on knowing that
they are appreciating you,” said Jackie with a
grin.

CSE usually puts on two, or even three,
shows a day but this time was a little differ-
ent. The whole party had been invited to do a
‘walkabout’, meeting people from 26 Squad-
ron RCT and being shown some of the
‘sights’ of HQ Northern Ireland, including
bomb disposal equipment and an armoured
saloon car. 5

The next concert posed problems of a quite
different sort; from having had too little
space, there was now far too much! Northern
Ireland Roulement Workshops in Belfast had
cleared their canteen but it was so vast that a
makeshift stage had to be erected so that the
people in the back rows could see the show.

The ‘stars’ did the job themselves: “No
room for prima donnas here when it’s for the
good of the show,” said Toni.

Again, the audience loved every minute of
it, despite the sobering news that, earlier, a
fusilier had been slightly injured in a shoot-
ing/incident in Belfast. A graphic illustration
of CSE’sraison d’etre , if proof were needed. @
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4TH ROYAL
GREEN JACKETS (TA)

TWO ADJOINING HOUSES in the heart
of London’s Mayfair have been the head-
Quarters of the 4th Battalion Royal Green
Jackets (TA) for many years and in one of
the rooms in these exclusive surroundings is
the regimental museum. The site of 52-56
Davies Street was presented to the regiment
in 1888 by the Duke of Westminster and a
building was erected thereon at a cost of
£16,000. Destroyed by German bombs in
1941, it was rebuilt in 1952 and as a military

building it is second to none in its style,.

facilities and location.

Exhibits and documents in the museum
g0 back to 1794 with the founding of the
Duke of Cumberland’s Sharpshooters —
later to become Queen Victoria’s Rifles and
finally the-Royal Green Jackets (TA). Some
good examples of dress include a QVR 1856
officer’s dress jacket and patrol uniform and
a cock’s-plumed kepi complete with pom-
pom and metal travelling case. Other items
of apparel are a QVR bugle-major’s jacket
and a corporal’s review tunic as worn in
1880, an officer’s mess kit (1902) and two
complete outfits — one patrol dress and the
other full dress with its distinctive heavy red
silk sash. A set of prints illustrates the
uniforms of units drawn from various Lon-
don parishes to meet the Napoleonic threat.
Typical of this interesting collection are the
Wandsworth Volunteers and St Catherine’s
Association.

The medals include a group, mostly for
shooting, belonging to John Thomas

- Barber-Beaumont who raised the Duke of

Cumberland’s Sharpshooters and is thus the
founder of the QVRs. An unusual decora-
tion is the Chinese Order of the Painted
Tiger awarded to Colonel Woodruff-Cox in
1919. Nearby can be seen the silver pieces,
including the distinctive badge, worn with a
QVR officer’s cross belt.

Reminders of the South African War
range from a water colour of the QVR in
camp at Wineberg to a blood-stained flag.
Among several souvenirs of World War One
are two German helmets picked up by Cap-
tain. G. H. Woolley, who won the first
Victoria Cross to be awarded to a Territorial
soldier, and a panoramic photograph of the
trench systems at Hill 60 taken shortly after
the battle.

World ‘War Two mementoes are mostly
connected with the QVR'’s heroic defence of
Calais. In this memorable battle the Green
Jacket Brigade fought to extinction in an
action which succeeded in diverting German
armour away from Dunkirk thus materially
assisting in the evacuation of the BEF and,

in the words of Sir Winston Churchill,
“added another page to the glories of the
Light Division.” There is also a commenda-

tion from King George VI and a scrapbook

with relevant newspaper cuttings and
photographs. Other Second World War
relics include diaries written by survivors of
the Calais action who were taken prisoner
and a set of Nazi daggers including a Brown
Shirt dirk and a fine example of a Luftwaffe
officer’s full dress dirk.

There are tea sets and crested egg cups
while mess silver includes two handsome
candelabra, several personalised silver beer
mugs and a cigar box commemorating the
QVR’s defence of Calais. Not to be over-
looked are the 1803 Muster Roll of the St
George’s Volunteers giving not only the
names of members but also their addresses
and occupations, and a coloured wood panel
outlining the career in the Bloomsbury

Rifles of E. C. Andrews from 2nd lieutenant

to his promotion to captain in 1891. It was
the custom for officers in this regiment to
have their own individual promotion panel.

On 26 and 28 October 1803 George III
heldareviewinHydeParkofallthe_
Volunteer regiments. There were 12,401
men on parade on the 26th and 14,676 on
the 28th, and the original draft of the list of
Volunteer corps taking part can be seen in
the museum.

There is a Royal Victoria Rifles book of
minutes covering the period 1848 to 1853
and an early QVR scrap-book entitled
*Scrap Book of the Vics’ containing all kinds
of regimental odds and ends from photo-
graphs and paintings to caricatures and
menus, : : ,

A useful selection of books dealing with
the history of all those regiments connected
with Queen Victoria’s Rifles, later to
become the 4th Royal Green Jackets (T A), is
available for consultation. John Jesse

John Fesse chalks up a century — uepage 15.

Curator: Mrs Mary Keen

Assistant Curator: Miss Elizabeth Keen

Address: QVR Association,
4th Royal Green
Jackets (TA), _
52-56 Davies Street,
London W1

Telephone: 01-904 4095

Open: By appointment

Entrance: Free

To get there: Bond Street

Underground station

Next month: The Queen’s Westminster and Civil Service Rifles
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ror LIFE ASSURANCE
ano HOUSE PURCHASE?

As brokers to leading life assurance offices; Naafi is
able to offer independent advice on savings plans, life
assurance and house purchase. Additionally Naafi has
obtained from several companies specially favourable

terms and conditions for service personnel.

For the best help with life assurance, savings plans or
house purchase, complete the coupon and we will
send you full details.

NO STAMP NEEDED!

To: Manager, Insurance Branch

Naafi Freepost. HOUSE PURCHASERS
London SE11 4BR PLEASE STATE:
Telephone 735 1200 Extension 575 2 L.
When it 1s
Please send me details without obligation. hopedtobuy .......ccvariaincensenninne

BEMEIE | 5 oo so v iaiion/n s amimars inin as o3 v L 0aTa s 8 RARE o o cwais s s amn LR R SR T Estimated
purchase price £
RAPBER 1. rio g s b R b6 LA i B Rl w b Sk v b b AR e o o A J
e Approx deposit
avallable £ .o cncasim e e mae g s

Name and address of building society (if any)

...................................... i B RIS B, S e S
Dateof Birth .....cciivmevioecsiannsansacsns Icansaveaboutf .........c.ccincneees monthly | oe¥ SesedintEaia et S SRS
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Strike out whichever does not apply

Children: Aged

NAAFI-YOUR OWN INSURANCE BROKER
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NOW EVEN BETTER VALUE ON ALL FORDS

Outstanding value
from a car company

you can trust.

And you get all the benefits of
the great Natocars service.

Britain’s No.1 seller the Ford Cortina from £2557 plus
free German equipment worth £124.66 (if required).

Alpine SX1-6 (top of the range) only £3799
This is how the new low prices —— ————

are worked out p"—-/: m ]:; “_
Example: = S
Alpine SX 16 .Q o O

Normal UK Tax Paid Price £6969
First you save on UK Tax and duty £1375v
Secondly you save with extra special discount £41795 v

£3170» £3170v

You pay only a fantastic seeasas==s £3799

These new low prices are the result of negotiations with manufacturers
to secure the finest deal for Servicemen available anywhere in Europe.
With lots of firms offering ‘cut price deals, remember that at Natocars we
don't try to sell you a car, we devote our energies to organising the car
you really want to buy. That way, you end up with the car you want
and we end up with a satisfied customer.

At Natocars one person handles the supply of your car so you will
never be pushed from department to department. Qur genuine part-
exchange scheme is one of the best available and our delivery team
works around the clock so that with Natocars youcan be sure you get the
car you really want, on time and at the right price

Send for our Free 40-page guide to Tax Free cars. It's the best available
anywhere and it's packed with all the latest information and full details of
our new low prices. Post the coupon today and see if you don't agree -
Natocars are hard to beat.

[ TSI R IS R eSS PSS S —
Please send me Natocars ' free Information Pack

Name _ L Rank I

Address I
L. L SBW1

Car for use in (Country) I
Ford [J Talbot[l Vauxhall(] Austin/Morris 0 Princess [J
Jaguar [J Rover [] Triumph O Motor Caravans []

Used Car List (] Have you a car to trade-in? Yes [

Prices correct at time of going to press

NATOCARS {
OF BRIDGWATER

s e e e e sl
Wyids Estate ' Bristol Road - Bridgwater - Somerset - Telephone: Bridgwater

H
(0278) 55555 - Telex 46285 To telephone from Germany dial 0044-278-55555

4

i Tick boxes for details

L E N EERE BEE BB
Trainee Radio
Officers

first-class, secure career
opportunities

A number of vacancies will be available in 1980/81
for suitably qualified candidates to be appointed as
Trainee Radio Officers

If your trade or training involves Radio Operating,
you qualify to be considered for a Radio Officer post
with the Composite Signals Organisation.

Candidates must have had at least 2 years’ radio
operating experience or hold a PMG, MPT or MRGC
certificate, or expect to obtain this shortly.

On successful completion of 40 weeks specialist
training, promotion will occur to the Radio Officer
grade.

Registered disabled people may be considered.

Salary & Prospects

TRAINEE RADIO OFFICER: £3,859 at 19 to £4,549 at
25 and over. On promotion to RADIO OFFICER:
£5,288 at 19 to £6,884 at 25 and over. Then by 4
annual increments to £9,339 inclusive of shift
working and Saturday and Sunday elements.

For full details please contact Robby Robinson, our
Recruitment Officer on Cheltenham (0242) 21491 Ext
2269 or write to him at:-

Recruitment Office, Government Communications
Headquarters, Oakley, - - Ny

‘N EHT BN Bl BT BE BE
C B B BEE BRI BEEH BE
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& WHISKYm?DEc(E\%§JER SET %%

K

SPECIAL OFFER Separate prices incl. P&P etc. SAVE POUNDS
£42.95 0 Whisky Decanter £13.950 Set “C" includes:
Set “C” (as above) Captain’s Decanter £14.95 0 One Whisky Decanter
+ £3.50 P&P/Ins. 6 Sherry glasses £9.58 O plus 18 glasses
UK Mainland [J 6 Wine glasses £10.24 O (1 Captain’s Decanter)

£3.95 BFPO 6 Whisky tumblers £11.98 0 FREE while stocks last)
Wine labels to order: Sherry/Port/Gin/Whisky/Brandy £5.95 each, S/plate. [
Send cheque with order, send stamp for free gift brochure or, come personally and see for
yourself our complete range.

HAMPTON CRYSTAL COMPANY

The Decanter Peoﬁe
Road, Hampton, Middk
Tel: 01-979 0985

N R B, S
iiesiestsesses (Block Capltals)

(Dept S), 73 § TWI2 2B]
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Wear this superb

(2 OMEGA

for only £13.45
using '
PRESTONS
INTEREST-FREE
CREDIT OFFER

It’s the new multi-function

Memomaster

...and it can be on your wrist for only £13.45
deposit. You then complete the balance in 9
monthly payments of £13.45 Remember, your
total payment is just £134.50 - the same as the
cash price because Prestons do not charge a
penny extra for credit spread over a deposit and
9 months.

Quartz Accuracy plus OMEGA

Freeze and Shock Tests

Quartz action gives accuracy to around 60
seconds a year - and OMEGA Quartz timers are
subjected to extra sample testing that includes
freezing them to 10°C below freezing point and
battering them with shocks 5,000 times the force
of gravity. So why buy a Quartz when you can
buy an OMEGA Quartz?

Super-Clear Read-Out plus Total
Calendar Function

The Liquid Crystal Display gives you a crisp, clear 6-digit read-out with screen
illumination so you can see it in the dark. The multiple calendar function displays
hour, minute, second as well as the date and day of the week. And the battery normally
lasts for 2 years!

Interval Timing and Audible Alarm Signal

Your Memomaster can be preset to count down any interval between 1 minute and
12 hours. It's signalled by the alarm which can also be preset for any time in 24 hours.
The alarm sounds for 30 seconds.

It even reminds you ofdyour wife’s birthday!

You can preset any date and when it is reached the arrow display will flash a
reminder. So you don't have to worry about forgetting that business appointment or
family occasion.

All these superb advantages in one beautiful watch set in a stainless steel case with
matching bracelet!

Direct to Pg;ou from one of Britain’s Biggest Jewellers

Your OMEGA comes to you from the direct mail division of one of Britain's
biggest jewellers. What's more, Prestons have been authorised OMEGA suppliers for
over 30 years. And every watch carries the full OMEGA Guarantee.

Why pay Cash or Interest Charges up to 50% when you can
enjoy Credit at Cash Prices?

Take advantage of Prestons Interest-Free Credit and enjoy the privilege of spreading
your payments while at the same time paying lonlythe cash price. It's the fastest, easiest
way to own one of today’s finest watches

ORDER YOUR MEMOMASTER NOW OR SEND FOR FREE FULL
COLOUR BROCHURE.

Prestons Timer Division, Capitol House, Churchgate, Bolton,
Lancs. BL11ILY. Reg, in England No. 541349,

r——————--—————

FREEPOST TODAY. NO STAMP NEEDED

I To: Prestons Timer Division, FREEPOST, Bolton BL11YY. Reg. in England No. 541349 |

Please send me ST 3820801 (Memomaster). I enclose cheque/postal order crossed
I and made payable to Prestons Timer Division, value £13.45 (1/10th of full purchase I
price) as deposit. Allow 21 days for delivery.
I Please send me FREE full colour brochure and details of INTEREST-FREE
I:‘ CREDIT, without obligation.

I Tick as applicable. I
Mr/Mrs/Miss
(Block capilals please) ——— e
Address it I

Post code

(Jiestohis TimeR pivision

|
|
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$0/0/1/5 I

Stationed in
ALDERSHOT?
Going
Overseas?

GENUINE
SURPLUS

® BERETS

® COMBAT CLOTHING
® PARKAS ;

Then go with a
® BOOTS

tax free OPEL
® 0.G. TROUSERS
® 0.G. SHIRTS

* Low cost HP —

® BRK/DRESS TROUSERS 10% deposit
® '58 WEBBING * Up to 4 years to pay —
® RUCKSACKS

generous discounts
® WATER BOTTLES

‘Almost anything in genuine
govt surplus’

* Part-exchange welcome

Call for a test drive —
(S.A.E.) for catalogue please

SILVERMAN'S
(Department S)
2/8 Harford Street,
London, E.1.
Tel: 01-790 5257

select your car — we as

professionals do the rest.

Longfield Garages Ltd.

Birchett Road;
ALDERSHOT.

Personal callers Mon.-Fri.

Nearest Tube — Mile End.

Phone 29121

Your own design on top guality Sweatshirts ‘T" Shirts, Hooded

Sweatshirts. Track Suits. Sports Shirts and Fambswool Sweaters.
Ideal for club. college. regiment. pub,team etc

= ONLY 10 GARMENT MINIMUM ORDER

» NO CHARGE FOR ARTWORK OR SCREENS
* DIRECT SCREEN PRINTING-NOT TRANSEERS
* UP TO 6 COLOUR PRINTING

s ALL SHIRT SIZES & COLOURS AVAILABLE
* FAST SERVICE - APPROX 2 WEEKS

* MONLY BACK GUARANTEL

DEPT SM 55

130 HEATHPARK v ™
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE '; 4”‘
HONITON, DEVON

Tel: HONITON (0404) 41148 DEPT SM57

FILL IN COUPON |
OR PHONE  |“8/MAs/miss
FOR
FREE COLOUR
BROCHURE
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(1884-1981)

FIELD MARSHAL SIR CLAUDE AUCHINLECK

FIELD MARSHAL SIR CLAUDE

AUCHINLECK (‘The Auk’) who has just
died at the age of 96 was the last surviving
member of the British military leaders of the
Second World War. He is best remembered
for his sacking by Churchill at the height of
the tussle in the Western Desert bur his
military career spanned some 45 years from
the turn of the century right up to the
Independence of India.

Auchinleck was born, appropriately
enough, in Aldershot in 1884 — the son of
an Army colonel and of Ulster settler stock.
He went to Wellington and Sandhurst and
joined the Indian Army as a second lieuten-
ant in 1903,

In the First World War he fought in
Egypt, Aden and Mesopotamia with great
distinction. He emerged with the rank of
brevet lieutenant-colonel and with the DSO
and OBE.

In the years between the two world wars
he served again in India, rising to the rank of
major-general in 1935 and becoming Deputy
Chief of the General Staff in India the
following year.

After World War Two broke out Auchin-
leck was summoned home to raise, train and
command IV Corps. After British troops
had landed in the Narvik area of Norway he
was sent out to take charge. Eventually the
troops had to be evacuated and Auchinleck

conrinued over

CENTRAL PRESS PHOTOS




“My Toyota is now just over 6 years old and hascom- 4 i | :
pleted 114,000 miles on the original engine, clutch and 5 7N L 8 - ———

gearbox.” B.E. Mower, Kent.

ments, | have had no repair bills whatsoever. In fact,
the original battery lasted for 74,000 miles and the
clutch was replaced alter 89,000 miles”

only the most minor difficulties, and in its youth, when it If you are about to be posted abroad, you can buy a
*"—: was legally possible, it travelled new Toyota Corolla for as little as £2,798.00.

\\L quite comfortably at a spcc(l It's a car luxuriously cqui])]wd. with quartz clock,

of 120 mph. MW/IW push-button radio, head-restraints, tnted glass

on a distance and returns on short journeys in town in simply fill in the coupon below. TOYOTA

TOYOTA COROLLA.
ENTIONED
N DESPATCHES.

“Apart from the normal wear and tear replace-

John F. Brian, Surrey.

“Myv Tovota has exceeded 100,000 miles, with ©

/Zf & all round, halogen headlamps, metallic paint and heated
i . & rear screen, all fitted as standard.
Vo i = q ; If you have any worries about servicing, we have
over 3500 dealers throughout Europe, over 1,000 in
West Germany alone.
Wherever you're stationed, loyota are stat-
ioned there too.
And if you have any worries about reliability,
- : - read again the quotes above.
In normal travelling today it gives 27 miles to the gallon For more information about all our models,

the region of 24 miles to the gallon” gz
R.A.L. Moss, Northants,
“I have never thought of having any
other make of car. I am also the proud
owner of a Cressida and look Prae.
forward to the

FYY gy

To: Toyota Personal Export Sales, The Quadrangle, Redhill, L

day when I can Surrey RH1 1PX. Telephone 0737 68585 Ext 227.

Hillisi.‘\' my ambition to own a Crown.” I am interested in the Toyota Corolla. [] (Tickbox) * I
“Many of my friends and colleagues, | I would also like more details about the Carina and the Celica. O |

S 0.\.' 586 & LRI A o H‘-..‘ ) - .
having witnessed the wonderful service 1 | Name/Rank L v Gt T |

have received from your cars and the garages
concerned, are now proud owners of Toyota moc lels”
_]r:!mE.Arkm')‘,}En'k.\'hin'. i : X R

l Address -
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concluded: “To commit troops to a cam-
paign in which they cannot be provided with
adequate air support is to court disaster.”

In 1941, with the rank of general, he
became Commander-in-Chief India. That
summer he exchanged posts with Wavell
and moved to take charge of Western Desert
operations. He evicted Rommel from
Cyrenaica and as the battle swung back-
wards and forwards he was being constantly
urged into action by Churchill.

In May 1942 Tobruk was lost and Auchin-
leck retreated to El Alamein where his forces
held the line. Churchill was again pressing
for an attack and Auchinleck was not ready.
But he had already laid the foundations for
Montgomery, sent by Churchill to replace
him, to score the resounding victory that
was to turn the whole course of the war.
Auchinleck returned to India and the follow-
ing summer once again became C-in-C
India. He retained this post right up until
independence and partition.

During the tumultuous pre-Independence
days Auchinleck successfully managed to
hold the Indian Army together and prepare
it for the transition. At the end of 1947 he
finally left the Army which he had joined as
a young man almost 45 years earlier.

In their letters to him leading figures
expressed their gratitude for his efforts.
Lord Mountbatten, as Governor-General of
India, said: *“. . . you have the consolation of
knowing that no man could possibly have
done more, indeed none so much as you did;
that all who served with you and under vou
realise this and regard you with admiration
and affection; and that the Indian Army
under your command reached, in the late

war, its highest point of fame and reputation
and efficiency.”

While Prime Minister Clement Attlee told
him: “You may feel that your job ended in
little but frustration; but the fact that the
Army held together as well as it did, that
reconstitution went through so smoothly,
and that both India and Pakistan now have
disciplined Armed Forces at their com-
mand, is clear proof of the real and lasting
success of the work you did.”

After he retired from the Army Auchin-
leck led a busy life, commuting between
Britain and India. In 1967 he retired
altogether and spent his last years quietly in
Morocco. He was married and later divorced
but had no children.

More Desert memories. Right: a pep talk for the
troops. Below: A word for an Indian sentry.

PRINT UNIT LTD

CLUB & PROMOTIONAL SHIRTS

to give distinguished
service.

Now it's so easy Lo buy
Our policy of supplying the
highest quality mess dress and

Printers. Manufacturers
and Wholesalers. The
Complete Club and
Promotional Service.
"Your own design
reproduced in up to
6 colours on QOur
T-Shirts and
Sweatshirts.

Write TODAY for
Brochure and

Price List to

.‘E.s sol

Hcrtopp Road, Exmouth Devon.
Tel.(03952) 78322-78286
Telex Beebs G 42502

civilian wear plus the best value for
money has proved so popular, that
Uniformal is now personally

represented here in Germany as
well as the UK.

And so easy to pay

You can have discount

for full payment with order,
pay in instalments, or
obtain tailoring to many
times the value of your small
monthly payments with a Uniformal
Budget Account.

For complete details of Uniformal's
range, easy payment plans and
personal service just write or phone,
stating your name, address and give
details of your requirements.
To: Ken Dungey,

Uniformal, Van Dungie House,
Meynell Avenue, Rothwell,
Leeds LS26 0QD.

Tel. 0532 826102

NIF




COMBAT SOLDIER
CREATED IN COLD
CAST BRONZE FOR
PHOENIX WORLD
REPRODUCTIONS

Ref No MR102

THE SCULPTOR
Anthony Miller was born in 1947, married with two young children he studied
art using his talents as a portrait artist as well as a sculptor

A WORK OF ART

After months of work, the artist's original sculpture is handed over to our
master pattern maker to be prepared for production ensuring every subtle detail is
retained when making the moulds. It is the infinite care and skill used at this stage
that ensures every figure is an exact replica of the original. Each Figurine is then
hand cast in the finegt cold cast bronze, carefully checked for flaws. then passed to
the polisher to be burnished and patinated with masterly skill. The final stage of
production is to seal the figurine to prevent any tarnishing and cover the underside
with a green baize. After final checking when we are satisfied that the figurine is
perfect its edition number is stamped under the base, The resulting sculpture, a
marriage of the sculptors talent and the craftsmens skills stands 9! inches and
weighs approximately 3} pounds.

COLD CAST BRONZE

The traditional method of fusing the constituents of metal has been heat. Modern
casting methods have evolved using chemical and catalyst to provide the bonding of
metals and eliminate the furnace. This techmique is cold casting. it is an excellent
medium in which to present the skill of the sculptor and should be accorded all the
care normally given to works of art

R e R T R e,

TO: PHOENIX WORLD REPRODUCTIONS SO/81
389, Valley Drive, Gravesend, Kent DAI2 5TA
Telephone: Gravesend 65511 or Slough 44639

Please send me of Ref No
UK/BFPO: add 10% overseas orders
1 enclose cheque/postal order for £
or debit my Barclaycard/Access No

7 O A )

SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE

|
f
|
i
|
| ~ame
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British_

rmy

Equipment
Combat vetscles and weapons of the
modern British Army

BRITISH
ARMY

EQUIPMENT

Peter Gudgin

A concise pictorial guide to
the weapons available to the
British Army today from
Main Battle Tanks and
guided mussiles to small arms and radar. With over 130
photographs, supported by data tables and an incisive
Introduction, it represents a popular, quick reference to the
subject, with coverage of:
Armoured vehicles: tanks, wheeled AFVs and tracked
carriers,
Artillery: towed and self-propelled guns, guided missiles,
radar and locating equipment.
Infantry weapons and equipment: small arms, mortars, anti-
tank weapons, radar and surveillance equipment.
Engineer equipment: bridging equipment, mines,
minelaying, detection and clearing equipment.
Transport and support equipment: special-purpose vehicles
and high- medium- and low-mobility carriers.
Army Aircraft
10in x 7zin; 80 pages; £3.95 net paperback; £6.95 net

hardback
Arms Available from bookshops and model shops
a It ordering by post, please add 50p (pbk)

Armour or 95p (hbk) for postage and packing.
PI©SS 2 6 Hampstead High Street, London NW3 10Q

- FORD
£ ESCORTS
5 FROM ONLY

‘; £2350

CHECK OUR PRICES — YOU COULD
BE PLEASANTLY SURPRISED!!

Apvancep Car Exports
171A FORTESS ROAD, LONDON NWS 2HR

Tel: 01-485 3247 or 01-485 8531 '
‘ %}( e rlom oo | May I8

| AM INTERESTED IN MAKE/MODEL

PLACE AND DATE OF O/S POSTING

NAME AND RANK

UNIT OR REGT

ADDRESS

PHONE: 5.
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YOUR CLUB..YOUR BUSINESS o

: With Your Own e
EXCI.USIVE DESIGN

Permanentl Prmted

1§
TSHIRTS
WEATSHIRTS

STICKERS
FRAMED PRINTS

y ./ Hurry To Be Noticed, Send For Further
In oymation Today From The:-

__/WILL BE NOTICED[\

Post, Write or Phone TOdath For Your Free Colour Brochure & Join

The 1000’ of Other Satistied Customers Already Being Noticed

Please Tick Your Requirements, ClubO TradeO Contract PrintingOf i

Addvess... . ..

NO STAMP REQUIRED

F&fﬁi’tt%’rz‘g A
FREEPOST, 27 YARMOUTH ROAD, NORWICH NR7 OBR; .'
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Classic revised
‘Uniforms of the World’ (Richard
Knotel, Herbert Knotel Jr and Herbert
Sieg)

Originally published in German in
1896, this was the first book to pres-
ent a history of the military uniforms
of the nations of Europe. Now
revised and brought up to date to
cover uniforms up to 1937, it is the
only reference work of its kind, giv-
ing complete descriptions — in some
cases even detailing regulations
regarding underwear — of the
development of uniforms in peace
and war.

The dress of the armies of Marl-
borough, Frederick the Great,
Napoleon and Wellington — to name
but a few — are reviewed while the
present enlarged edition includes
chapters on the military clothing of
World War One, the United States
armed forces and the dress of the
armies of South America and Asia.

The authors being German it is
perhaps understandable that the sec-
tion dealing with Teutonic uniformsis
the largest and most thorough in the
whole volume. The armies of some
30 petty ‘kingdoms’ and duchies of
pre-unified Germany may have been
comparatively modest numerically
but their uniforms were rich and
grandiose. British uniforms from
1700 onwards are painstakingly ana-
lysed, from regimental buttons and
badges to service and full dress, while
short, informative articles on navies
and air forces bring this classic to a
conclusion.

Arms and Armour Press, 2-6 Hamp-
stead High Street, London NW3 100
— £14.95 JFP]

Guilty men

‘Damn the Dardanelles! The Story of
Gallipoli’ (Fohn Laffin)

In his introduction, John Laffin says
“The purpose of this book is to
explain the defeat, to apportion the
blame, and to let the soldiers speak’.
The Gallipoli campaign of 1915 is no
stranger to blame. It was conceived
by Winston Churchill and intended
to knock Turkey out of the First
World War by capturing Constan-

46

tinople, thereby opening a supply
route to the sorely pressed Russians.
Whether it was a strategic master-
stroke ruined by incompetence on the
spot, or a blunder misconceived from
the start, it cost the lives of thousands
of British, Australians, New Zealan-
ders, French and Turks.

Mr Laffin believes that the cam-
paign was ‘possibly the only original
idea of the war’, but that it was so
poorly conceived and executed in
practical terms that it was a hopeless
waste of life. He presents a horrifying
picture of muddle; of petty jealousies
within the High Command which led
to generals actively trying to frustrate
each other’s plans, of non-existent
intelligence work, bad administra-
tion and the lack of crucial supplies.
Whilst poor co-operation between
Britain and France stifled political
support for the campaign, a lack of
imagination in the field resulted in
costly and repetitive frontal assaults
on Turkish trenches.

The day-to-day running of the
campaign, where close proximity to
the beachheads prevented the troops
from obtaining any respite from the
fighting, is vividly evoked. It was a
constant round of weariness, of snip-
ing, of raid and counter raid, where
the trenches were so close that the
combatants lobbed grenades from
one to another — when, that is, the
paltry supplies of Allied grenades did
actually reach the frontline. In the
summer there was stifling heat which
brought with it flies and dysentry; in
winter, biting cold and frostbite.

In the final chapter, Mr Laffin
points the finger at ‘the guilty men’,
analysing the role played by the
Allied leaders. His comments are
generally sympathetic, intelligent
and valid; nevertheless, his clear-
headed criticisms have the benefit of
hindsight denied to his subjects at the
time.

Mr Laffin’s knowledge of the
ground, his experience as a writer,
the reminiscences of Gallipoli vete-
rans and many previously unpub-
lished photographs have combined to
make a powerful book — a study,

like so many on the First World War,
of courage and incompetence.

Osprey Publishing Limited, 12-14
Long Acre, London WCZE 9LP.
£9.95. IJK

Fearsome feats

‘The Mongols’ (S R Turnbull);
‘Napoleon’s German Allies (4):
Bavana’ (Otto von Pivka)

Two more in the Men at Arms series,
Nos 105 and 106. The text in these
books is concise and yet amply covers
the subject. The photographs and
sketches are clear and full of detail
and historical accuracy. These two
volumes cover vastly different
periods yet integrate easily into the
series.

Book number 105 features The
Mongols who, under Genghis Khan
and his successors, conquered more
of the world than the great Alexan-
der, rampaging through Europe,
Russia, Japan, Persia, Palestine,
India, Burma, Vietnam and China in
the 13th century. They were loathed
and feared, they murdered wholesale
and laid waste the lands they passed
through, they were lice-ridden and
they stank abominably, yet their
hordes outmatched civilised armies
and they performed incredible feats
of marching and manoeuvring.

Book number 106 deals with the
Bavarian troops who although mobil-
ised in 1792 to fight against the
French found themselves allied with
Napoleon against Austria in 1805. In
succeeding campaigns they gained
territorially by this alliance. In 1812 a
Bavarian corps aided the French
against Russia but the following year
the Bavarians fought the retreating
French army at Hanau. This volume
gives much detail of the organisation
of the Bavarian army, a summary of
their combat -involvement from
1800-1815, the order of battle arms,
equipment, uniforms, colours,
badges of rank and other distinc-
tions.

Osprey Publishing Lid, 12-14 Long
Acre, London WCZE 9LP. £2.95
GRH

Vade mecum

‘Modern Combat Vehicles: Centurion’
(Simon Dunstan)

Firepower, protection and mobility,
the three essential ingredients of a
tank, are all present to a remarkable
degree in the Centurion placing it
among the finest of battle tanks ever
produced. From Korea to the Middle
East, Centurion has proved its
superiority in action not only over
contemporary designs but also over

more modern and supposedly more
powerful opponents. Up-gunned
twice and up-armoured twice to give
greater protection and increased
range, and all achieved with only
marginal increases in weight and
complexity, the Centurion has much
to be proud of.

This detailed work traces the story
of a hugely successful tank — its
development, evolution and service in
action. A short but none the less inter-
esting section deals with Centurion
production while another concen-
trates on the duties of the crew. All the
different roles of the Centurion are
thoroughly examined from recovery
vehicle to fighting tank while the
many illustrations and diagrams help
to make this the vade mecum of one of
Britain’s greatest battle tanks.

Ian Allen Ltd, Terminal House, Shep-
perton, Middlesex, TWI17 8AS —
£7.95 JFP)

Pack palsy

‘British Infantry Egquipments
1808-1908’; ‘British Infaniry Equip-
ments 1908-80° (both by Mike Chap-
pell)

Numbered 107 and 108 in the Men at
Arms series, each of the volumes has
the usual highly detailed photographs
and sketches supplementing the text
as well as contemporary photographs
and artists’ impressions illustrating
men in action or going about their
duties. There are also the normal
eight pages of colour with the notes
in French and German as well as
English.

Today’s veterans will recognise
with little affection the 1908 pattern
marching order of web equipment,
but will also feel sympathy for their
predecessors of the early vears of the
19th century who were destined to
wear a rigid knapsack invented by a
Mr Trotter of Soho. Made from
black lacquered canvas with rein-
forced hard corners it was most
uncomfortable, and was further
strengthened inside with sharp
rectangles of board at the sides, bot-
tom and top. It produced a medical
condition known as ‘pack palsy’ and
yet it survived against all complaints
for 70 years. Let the men of today
take note — and may ‘authority’ lis-
ten to any justifiable murmurings
about the ’58 pattern and any future
developments.

Osprey Publishing Lid, 12-14 Long
Acre, London WC2E 9LP. £2.95
GRH

Traumatic days
‘The D Day Landings’ (Philip Warner)
Strategy and high level planning have
tended to be the main theme of previ-
ous books on D Day but the scenario
for this one is set in the very front of
the invasion and tells the story in a
collection of unique and peculiarly
personal accounts of what happened
in the traumatic days of the landings.
A combination of poor weather,
bad luck and sheer disaster all but
ruined the greatest of all seaborne
invasions and it was only the desper-
ate determination of the men on the
beachheads to win through that sec-
ured the vital foothold. The cost was
high, thousands were killed, everyone
faced the same dangers and these let-
ters coming as they do from all ranks
from private to brigadier tell of the




excitement and fear, elation and dis-
appointment of the men in the front
line.

Some of the events described are
extraordinary such as the day when an
elegant young French woman sud-
denly appeared and walked down a
road during a brisk exchange of fire,
or the seven-year-old girl who was
rescued from another battle by a
British tank crew who had to fight for
several hours with the child on board
before they could hand her over to the
Red Cross.

The letters are divided into chap-
ters, each of which is introduced with
a concise explanation of the action
involved. Every page has its story of
calm courage, high adventure and,
above all, the simple, driving urge to
see the thing through.

William Kimber & Co Ltd, Godolphin
House, 22a Queen Anne’s Gate, Lon-
don SWIH 9AE — £9.95 JFP)

Expert witnesses

‘The South African War (General
editor: Peter Warwick)

The Boer War (or, as it has become
fashionable to call it, the Anglo-Boer
War) has fascinated military writers
since the beginning of the century,
yet autumn 1980 might prove to have
been a watershed in the studies of
this most important of late Victorian
campaigns. Thomas Pakenham pro-
duced his controversial but stimulat-
ing account The Boer War, and the
Australians came up with an excel-
lent feature-film, Breaker Morant.
This latest book, too, has a great deal
to offer, basically comprising a
resumé of the current state of know-
ledge in academic circles.

The Boer War erupted in 1899, It
was the culmination of a British/
Afrikaaner antipathy which was as
old in South Africa as the' colony
itself, and was sparked off by the
discovery of gold in the Transvaal,
which altered the political and
economic balance. The fighting
began badly for the British, with a
series of grim defeats which illumi-
nated desperate weaknesses in the
army of the time, yet within a year
the Boer capital of Pretoria was
occupied. Resistance did not cease,
however, since the Boers turned to a
particularly bitter style of guerilla
warfare. The British attempts to deal
with this, and the political settlement
which followed the war, have left a
legacy which still colours the political
climate in South Africa today.

This book takes the form of seven-
teen essays, each written by a his-
torian, British and South African
alike, with a specialist knowledge of
his subject. Broadly, it covers the
cause of the war, its execution and its
aftermath. Individual essays consider
the military history of the war, what
it was like to be a Boer ‘on com-
mando’ or a British Tommy on active
service. There are chapters on
women and the war — the British use
of concentration camps as a means of
administering the civilian population
of the front line areas is one of the
most emotive aspects of the campaign
— the effect on black African tribes-
men, as well as unusual items such as
the poetry inspired by the conflict.

In all, the studies present an excel-
lent thematic look at an important
part of British military history.
Expertly presented and profusely
illustrated with well chosen photo-
graphs and contemporary engrav-
ings, it will appeal to those new to the
subject and offer a great deal to the
well-read student.

Longmans, 5 Bentinck Street, London
WIM 5RN £12.50 IJK

At the deep end

‘UK and Commonwealth FALS (R
Blake Stevens)

This is the second volume in the
series considering the Belgian FAL
rifle. The first volume examined the
FAL experience in the North Ameri-
can continent; this volume details the
story from the rifle’s wartime infancy
in England to its present day status as
the Nato-calibre issue service rifle
of Britain and the Commonwealth.

This book is not for the casual
reader. With such details as the trials
of the Trilux sights, the Maranyl
furniture and FAL performance in
sandy conditions, it is obviously a
technical handbook. It includes
specifications and test reports on the
various prototypes, and extremely
detailed photographs and drawings of
the mechanisms. There are copious
notes and statistics on ammunition
types, and meticulous consideration
is given to the variants in use by
Commonwealth countries such as
India, Australia and New Guinea. In
all, it illustrates 28 different FAL
types and seven different rounds of
ammunition. There are over 231
illustrations.

No doubt it will prove invaluable
to police and military establishments
and serious collectors and students of
today’s armies. The rest of us might
be excused, perhaps, if we find our-
selves out of our depth.

Collector Grade Publications, PO Box
250 Sm. E, Toronto, M6H 4E2,
Canada. $30.00 IJK

Iron fence

‘The Maginot Line — Myth and Real-
ity’ (Anthony Kemp)
When you have read Mr Kemp, you
conclude that the Maginot Line, that
much-derided monster of military
engineering, might well have been a
very good thing — if it had not
induced what became known as the
Maginot mentality,

It was a wise precaution for France,
short of manpower, to block off as
much as possible of the frontier with

Germany. But this did hand the initia-
tive to the Germans by making them
seek another way in.

That wise soldier, Field Marshal
Lord Alanbrooke, wrote at the begin-
ning of 1940, the “most dangerous
aspect is the psychological one; a false
sense of security is engendered, a feel-
ing of sitting behind an impregnable
iron fence . . .

And they sat. In September 1939
when the Germans were engaged in
Poland, 67 French divisions faced a
skeleton force of 19 weak German
divisions without armour and did
nothing bevond a small, ineffectual
advance into the Saarland. At that
time, says the author, the Maginot
Line could have been used as a firm
base for a vigorous offensive into the
Rhineland; similarly, in May 1940, it
could have backed a counter-attack
against the German columns moving
through Luxembourg.

In the event, the Line’s troops
acquitted themselves well in such
fighting as they did see. Their morale
remained high when the rest of
France was collapsing. After the sur-
render, they marched out smartly and
received the honours of war. Today,
some parts of the Line have been
restored, in one place as a monument,
elsewhere as a tourist attraction.

Informed literature in English on
the Line is non-existent, says
Mr Kemp. His interesting book
makes up for that deficiency.
Frederick Wamne, 40 Bedford Square,
London WCIB 3HE — £7.95 RLE

Japanese Sequel

‘At The Going Down of the Sun’ (Oliver
Lindsay)

Lt Col Lindsay’s first book The Last-
ing Honour told the story of the Japan-
ese conquest of Hong Kong. His sec-
ond book takes the story from the sur-
render of Hong Kong on Christmas
Day 1941 to its liberation by Admiral
Harcourt, and the war crimes trials
which dealt with those on both sides
whose conduct merited the attention
of the law.

The scope of the book is huge. It
covers British, Canadian, Indian and
HKVDC prisoners of war in Sham-
shuipo, Argyle Street, Formosa,
China and Japan. It describes the
Stanley internment camp, its internal
feudings and social problems. The
British Army Aid Group is fully
recorded, as is the International Red
Cross and its near futile attempts to
supervise POW and internee stan-

dards. Japanese customs and attitudes
are also noted and given objective
commentary, especially in relation to
the disciplinary code applied to pris-
oners.

At the Going Down of the Sun
deserves to be successful because of

- the ground it covers and the meticul-

ous care with which it has been
researched. The style, moreover, is
easy and unpedantic and the text
uncluttered with footnotes, though
there is a full list of references and a
good index. Colonel Lindsay has pre-
pared an authoritative history which
should put paid to much speculation
and many false conceptions about the
four hidden years between 1941 and
1945. He draws few conclusions;
these are for us, the readers, to draw,
and the younger among us may come
to understand, after reading his book,
why our parents and grandparents are
sometimes a little touchy about
Japanese goods.

Hamish Hamilton — £9.50 DRB

Guns galore

‘Guns Illustrated 1981’ (Edited by
Harold A Muriz)

Pistols and revolvers, rifles, shotguns,
muskets, air guns and long guns and
the ammunition to feed them — all are

- listed, illustrated and described in this

completely new edition of Guns. Even
the price of individual weapons is
given.

The book opens with a review of the
formidable hand armoury carried by
the Canadian Red Devils. Other sec-
tions concentrate on gun collecting
and big game hunting to mention but
two of the 19 chapters, each dealing
with” a different aspect of light
weaponry.

Despite being an American publi-
cation with a natural tendency to con-
centrate on trans-Atlantic firearms
and concluding with a useful direc-
tory of US arms  traders, there is
nevertheless plenty to interest the
British enthusiast.

Arms and Armour Press, 2-6 Hamp-
stead High Street, London, NW3 IPR
(Sole UK distributors) — £4.50 JFP]

Dashing marines

‘The Royal Marines, 1919-1980°
(Fames D Ladd)

In the past 60 years, the Royal
Marines have served in so many dif-
ferent roles and in so many places,
often simultaneously, that it is dif-
ficult to think of them as a single corps
with a single history.

In 1919 they were fighting in
Northern Russia and, to the extent
that they are now back in the snows of
Norway training to guard Nato's
northern flank, their history has come
full circle. Meanwhile, they have been
nearly everywhere the Army has seen
service — China, Malaya, Palestine,

Aden, Suez, Korea, Cyprus, Borneo .

and Northern Ireland, as well as
major and minor campaigns of World
War Two — and sailed the seven seas
in their traditional roles with the
Royal Navy.

They manned heavy cross-Channel
guns in World War Two and just
about every other sort of firearm
down to pistol; they fought as infantry
and commandos and also mobile gun-
ners when they took Centaur tanks to

Normandy; they manned hndmg
: continued on page 4
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craft and piloted aeroplanes; and they
served underwater as divers.

It is astonishing, given their ver-
satility and tradition, that they came
to what Mr Ladd describes as “the

verge of extinction’ in 1943 when the £
Royal Marine Division did not seem

to fit in anywhere. Earl Mountbatten
piloted the Corps to new roles in
Combined Operations.

Post-war adventures have ranged
from a seven-and-a-half years stint in
Aden to the quick, exciting rescue of
British hostages at Limbang in Bor-
neo in 1962 in the tradition of 19th
century colonial campaigning.

It would be difficult, from such

diverse material, to produce a flowing
history and Mr Ladd’s book comes
out rather as a reference work which
can provide hours of worthwhile “dip-

ping’. His restrained and balanced

style inspires confidence. His pains-

taking appendices, which summarise =
unit histories and go into details of

uniforms and badges and bands, will
satisfy specialists.

rmll snaamﬁamummyrqx s
-mmtbamda!mshtheyhndmade ;

Fane's, 238 City Road, London EC1V _ Way of

2PU —£15 RLE

Troop Carrier
‘In Time of War' (Alex Atken)

This is the story told in some detail of

the Glen Line and of one ship in par-
ticular, the Glenearn, and her service

from convoy escort to troop carrier

during the war.

In following the life of Glenearn we

sail into many waters alongside a vari-
ety of other vessels and the men who
served in them. Here is a book with a
special appeal for all those who served
in this particular sphere of naval activ-

ity and for the military reader there -

are pages on the D-Day landings and

other operations, all meticulously

annotated.

Photographs and charts round off a :

remarkable contribution to World

War Two literature, notable for its

painstaking accuracy and eye for
detail.
Alex Aiken, 48 Merrycrest Avenue,

Giffnock, Glasgow — £12.50 JFP] =

Yank tanks

‘193945 Portfolwo: American Armour’
(Simon Forty)

“Britain owed a lot to American tanks

in World War Two. First there were
the M3 and M5 light Honeys, fol-
lowed by the stop-gap M3 Lees and
Grants, with the main gun in a spon-
son, all of which did good work in the
Western Desert and later Burma. The
M4 Sherman arrived just in time for
Alamein and fought on to the end of
the war, More than 44,000 Shermans
were built and used by many
nationalities. They were outclassed by
the end of 1944 and the Americans
introduced the heavy M26 Pershing.

Mr Forty’s ‘portfolio” contains
some excellent pictures, mostly from
the Iriperial War Museum, of these
tanks and of armoured cars and half-

tracks in use. There are handy ‘data

files’ on the vehicles, a neat introduc-
tion to the subject, and some unit
organisation tables.

- Ian Allan, Terminal House, Shepper-

ton, Middlesex, TW17 8AS —
£3.95 RLE
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Piper's lament

In your February issue my attention
. was drawn to the record review on the

recent recording entitled Cabar Feidh

by the lst Battalion Queen’s Own

~ Highlanders pipes and drums. The
report was written by someone who
hides behind the initials RB but 10

- anyone in the music world he is a
fairly well known retired Brigade of
Guards Director of Music.

He opens his review by admitting
his ignorance of the bagpipe and its
music and then proceeds to vilify it.
Something wrong here; if he knows
nothing about the instrument and its
music, why is he so presumptuous as
to write the review?

Hisutterancesare, of course, typical
of a certain type of musician who,
when faced with something he does
not understand, immediately consid-

_ersit to be inferior and therefore to be
denigrated. He writes blandly about
why a pipe band should introduce
ritardando, accelerando, diminu-
endo, crescendo, pianissimo and for-
tissimo to its music. (Foreign jargon
for slowing-down, speeding-up,
- become softer, become louder, very
soft and very loud, to those of you not
in the know.) This arrant nonsense
- only serves to underline his ignorance
of the instrument as even the most
inexperienced piper will tell him. Tell
us RB, apart from ritardando and
accelerando which are occasionally
used, how can we introduce the other
effects to our music when the, instru-
ment itself has a constant and fixed
volume of sound, and if we ease off on
the pressure to lessen the volume, the
chanter will cease to sound and if we
do the opposite to increase the volume
the result would be horrendous to the
ear? The drum is entirely different
and if he cares to listen more carefully
he will hear the constant fluctuation
between pianissimo and fortissimo
taking place. Methinks RB's experi-
ence of pipe bands must have been
limited to the Dagenham Girl Pipers.
(Sorry girls, I really mean you no
harm.)

The bagpipe is not like the drum,
trumpet or guitar. It cannot provide
instant music at the tap of a stick or
flick of a finger and its volume of
sound cannot be increased or

~decreased at will unless one increases
or decreases the numbers actually
playing, a technique which holds no
favour with pipers. However, let me
assure RB that it is one of the most
difficult of instruments in the world to
_master. Not only do we have four

s

reeds to contend with, wé must also
carry out our own tuning. Being a
wind instrument this is a constant
process the longer one plays. The
intricacies of fingerwork involved in
producing the music would leave him
gasping like a trout on the hook. The
piper must also memorise his music, a
considerable feat [ am sure even he
will admit. No easy way out for the
piper like having a card stuck conve-
niently in front of his eves, no conduc-
tor either — nor do we néed one.

The bagpipe is essentially a martial
instrument, but it can also provide the
light and shade, the pathos and the joy
with its own highly developed music
which contains all the variety one
could wish for, This record by the 1st
Battalion Queen’s Own Highlanders
is an excellent volume, full of variety
with its slow airs, quick marches,
strathspeys, reels, jigs and hornpipes.
No gimmicks to bring it to the atten-
tion of the aficionados of Top of The
Pops for sure, but then, that is not
everything. Pipers are not too keen on
the ‘fast buck’ merchants who would
use our instrument in despicable fash-
ion in order to earn a bit of ‘siller’, We
would rather drink our Scotch on the
Rocks than play it!! _

No RB you are way out of order
with this review and it is suggested
that you gently (I am not unkind)
place a piccolo where it hurts and
grunt, groan, whine and whimper
your way out of reviewing pipe band
records from here on. Honest criti-
cism is one thing but please do not
insult our instrument or our race. —
Captain A Pitkeathly, Director of
Army Bagpipe Music, The Army
School of Piping, Edinburgh Castle.
RB replies: :

For ten years now I have been trying
to get a peep out of a piper in response to
several digs at their recording technigue
(see my l-informed reviews in SOL-
DIER of May '74, May and August
'76, May and September’77 and others)
but never thought 10 hook such a big fish
as the de'il himself, the good Captain.

Who is RB? A wand’ring minstrel [,
sir, of no fixed abode but certain fixed
ideas of what constitutes a good record. [
am also fully acquainted with the
idiosyncrasies of piping, have wwritten
pipe music, and own a set of pipes.
Only my native modesty and an atirac-
tive coyness cause me o disclaim exper-
tise in the subject. I have ‘picked the
winner at several Highland games.

No. [ eriticise, coyly of course, only
the production of piping records; the

piping I always admit to being adequate,

though often 1t is not. And I referred
specifically to the pipe band in that
foreign jargon of mine, not individual
pipers, although even a lone piper can,
by nwiddling with a hule knob on the
engineer’s panel, be made to play louder

‘meni; they are as easy 1o ‘play’ as any

. based at Chelsea, which have arisen

- which is why we, like the Regular 22

knabs}anamﬁdbrwddmdwh,
done 1o create variety of presentation
mo:dbm!hem&gmd
Military bands have willingly and
successfully adapted their natural ani-
mal instincs to the demands of ¢
morﬂmgnudw,mmymmm* _
that is sent © me for review can expectio
be judged on commercial terms. To
expand on the principles of reviewing  ti0
would need reweralpagﬂ'nfths'- the

mgazme i
A few points. The bagpqm are as
difficult 1o master as any other instru-

other instrument. Melodies are aseasyto
remember as the alphabet, or are pipersa
super-race of musician? Finger work on
the flute, oboe and clarinet is intricate too
- Kettle-drums, trombones, tubas et
al are martial instruments, but can roar

 you as genily as any dove when asked,

The fast buck now, that's something
pipers do appreciate. Before the advent
of ‘Amazing Grace’ (earlier mxlfy} the
expiring grnunt of bagpipes ceasing o
play, theumcrdwhmﬂyofbagpzpes' i
starting to play, the inability to slow
down, speed up, change pirch, Sfollow the
conductor’s beat, play con amore or I
con malizia, and several other mow
accepted possibilities, were suffered by
we gullible Sassenachs as the gospel
according to St Giles. How ‘Amazing ¢
Grace’ changed all that. Suddenly, fora ~ manding
fast buck, abuo:tmyzhmgw}mbh 3
Thzrmtotﬁurwdmgmdmmm, ~ Rn
with pipers clamouring at the doorstogel A
on the bandwagon. Now they are there iy
they should develop a technigue. That »
amazingly fruitful grace has a lot to
answer for, all those fast bucks changing
entrenched views on what is and is not
possible faster than a dram ducfppem -
down a pipe-major's guller. .

Buz ars longa and vita being much
too brevis [ confirm my love and admi-
ration of all things Scottish, including
pipersgwdandbad pipe majors and
captains of that ilk, pibrochs, porridge,
and noble Sir Haggz: But from mong-  *
tonous pipe records may the good Lord S
deliver me and my readers, ﬁ;rmraud: -
ever, ach mon. :
(Aiiﬂnhermm:pmdencemthnubjcct ]
direct to R Bums VII, clo Caledonian "
Club, 664 Lake Dnae, Chicago, I![ j
Not to me. — Ed )

SAS volunteers
I should like to correct some mis-
taken impressions about joining 21
SAS, the Territorial SAS Regiment

in media comment since we adver-
tised in the London Evening Stan- day
dard. I should not like serving Regu-

iar and TA soldiers to be misled.
® 21 SAS is a part of the Territorial
Army, a back-up to the Regular
Army in the event of general war.
Hence our role is ‘raiding and recon-
naissance’ behind the enemy’s lines.
We train for genetal war on the lines
of our 2nd World War predecessors. i
We do not have a count:r-mrmtwi A
role. He
@ Thatroledcmmdttheﬂmwt-~
sense of security amongst our soldiers

SAS Regiment and our North of Eng-
land TA Regiment 23 SAS, with its i
HQ in Birmingham, adopt a ‘low

profile’. We are not being melodra- or
matic, Secunwmuszbeanamtudeof o



MORE LETTERS

spar up. I said: “I’m wearing glasses,
Sarge.” His reply was “Don’t argue
with me laddie — put them on the
window sill and get in there!”

1 found this was the general type of
artitude apart from one or two of the
staff, who included Sgt Arthur
Danahar the boxer. Even on the
weekly grading exam, the MO and his
orderly gave the impression that they
thought you were trying it on. After
my first week when he asked me if 1
was ready for grade 1 and I replied: “I
don’t think so, sir,” he grudgingly
gave me another week in grade 2. I
don’t know how many grades there
were, but each one I am sure meant
bags of PT.

Your article shows just how much
the Army’s attitude to sickness and
injury has changed. Once upon a time
the PTI had only to be fit himself,
now he needs to be fit with ‘O’ levels
at least, and the ability to take on a
challenge with compassion. — A W
Cregan, 175 Humberstone Road,
Plaistow, London, E13 9NQ.

Mutt and Jeff

Eric Williams’s letter (February)
prompted me to check on the medals
in my possession, including those of
World War One — ‘Pip, Squeak and
Wilfred’. Pip — the 1914/15 Star has
my father’s name, rank, number and
regiment stamped on the reverse.
Squeak and Wilfred (General Service
and Victory medals) have the same
details round the edge.

I also have a set of six medals
awarded to a regular soldier of the
Essex Regt comprising India General
Service with NW Frontier Clasp,
1939/45 Star, Italy Star, ‘Mutt ‘and
Jeff’ (WW2 General Service and Vic-
tory) and Long Service and Good
Conduct Regular Army. Of these the
India General Service and the Long
Service and Good Conduct are both
. marked round the edge with the reci-
_pients name, rank and regiment.

“ My own World War Two medals
— Mutt and Jeff — are not marked
in any way. So it would appear that
right up to the Second World War
medals were marked with the per-
sonal details of the recipient, and it is
a pity that this pleasant and reward-
“ing custom ceased. I know that the
1939/45 Star was originally titled
£1939/43’ and a number of my con-
temporaries put up the ribbon, but I
believe thev did not receive the actual
medal unti! sfter the war. Indeed, my
own were ‘cnt through the post at
some time after November 1947 and
one might have hoped that, during
that time, means could have been
devised of marking the medals. Poss-
ibly the change of government had
some bearing on the decision — the
prevailing mood of the day, one
recalls, was somewhat anti-military.

Finally, would Eric Williams care
to be more specific over the unofficial
medal for Dunkirk? There is, as far
as I can trace, no such thing, and no
soldier, regular or wartime, would

care — or dare(?) — to sport any
unofficial ribbon. I have seen it on

. record that enterprising hawkers

were selling ‘Dunkirk’ flashes to
returned soldiers within days of the
event — but these were taken down
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as soon as Authority saw them. But

medals? Tell us more please. —

Peter G Redman, 46 Sunningdale
Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CMl
2ZNH.

Hard riding

I read with interest the article on the
King’s Troop in your January issue.
In 1935 I was in the old Riding
Troop, its predecessor, Or more cor-
rectly The Riding Establishment of
His Majesty’s Ordnance.

I was interested to learn that the
Troop still names its remounts using
the initial of the Commanding
Officer. This was so in my days too
when the Troop was stationed at the
RA Depot at Woolwich. Even in
those days the Troop insisted on a
standard of turnout that was
unknown in any other branch of the
Army. When Reveille was sounding
in the depot, the Troop would be
filing out to water with the stables
already mucked out and each square
of bedding in a neat oblong outside.
Each side of each oblong had to be of
a certain and uniform height, harness
was hung behind each horse and
inspected every night at 9.30pm. If
so much as a back of a buckle lacked
sparkle or burnish it was skeleton
order for a week — everything laid
out on a blanket on the square at
Reveille.

On Easter Monday we had
‘mounted sports’ and everyone had to
take part. There was mounted wrestl-

ing and VC Races (in which you-

galloped down the school bare-back
over two jumps, picked up a pillion
and returned the same way). Single
horse jumping was too easy — we did
pair horse jumping where you rode
one, led the other and took all the
standard show jumps. Wembley
would have been kids stuff after that
lot. — C B ] Stewart, 178
Chase Cross Road, Collier Row,
Romford, Essex.

Don’t forget us

Your February article ‘Queen’s in
Belize’ failed to mention one of the
key units which make up Force troops
there — 404 Troop RCT.

Without my unit all the VIP, PR
team and News team visitors would
have to walk around, and the rest of
British Forces Belize would dipouton
alot of things such as rations, beer and
Naafi stores, so we think we do
enough to get a mention. — The Lads
of 404 Tp RCT, HQ British Forces,
BFPO 12.

Sorry 404 Troop, no offence meant.
Keep those wheels rolling! — Ed.

Past glories

Although still finding SOLDIER
interesting I tend, like most people
getting on in years, to live in the past,
especially as regards the history and
traditions of the Army. So I for one,
would like t) see another series such
as ‘Hours of Glory’ and “This is your
Regiment,’ if possible. — Mr C G
Andrews, 16 Blossom Waye, Hes-
ton, Hounslow, TW5 9HD.

What new series would other readers
ltke to see? — Ed

Reunions

The Middlesex Regimental Associ-
ation. Annual Albuhera Service of

CAN YOU HELP?

The Canadian War Museum has just
completed a series of commemorative
programmes to mark its 100th
anniversary. During 1981 we are
making a special plea for information
concerning the location of the milit-
ary artefacts of the various senior
officers of the Royal Canadian Navy,
Canadian Army, Royal Canadian Air
Force and Canadian Forces. Decora-
tions, medals and military
memorabilia of Canadian military
combat heroes are also solicited.

Also being sought are the uniforms
and musical instruments of Canadian
Forces bandsmen, uniforms and
equipment for military cadets, uni-
versity and forces college officer
training candidates, militia personnel
between the First and Second World
Wars, and special military groups
such as doctors, nurses, dentists and
padres. — Lee Murray, Chief
Curator, Canadian War Museum,
330 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada, K1A 0MS.

As a former member of the Recon-
naissance Corps I should be grateful
for any information concerning the
availability of: a Reconnaissance
Corps tie; a recording of the regimen-
tal march Over the Mountain Brow; a
regimental history, if one has ever
been written. — F P Glover, 31
Barcheston Road, Knowle, Sol-
ihull,

I am wondering if any of the older
readers could help me in my research
on the following military bands up to
1939: Queen’s Own Yorkshire
Dragoons, The Yorkshire Hussars,
The Hallamshire Rifles, The Shef-
field Engineers, The Sheffield Artil-
lery, and one brass band, The Dan-
nemora Steelworks Band. I wish to
borrow — for copying — photo-
graphs, newspaper cuttings, musical
programmes and anything else of
interest. — Jack Greaves, 20 Cam-
bray Road, Blackpool, Lancs, FY1
2LX.

1 would like to hear from anyone who
served with the 3rd Battalion, The
Grenadier Guards from 1933-37 and
from any World War Two members
of the Military Provost Staff Corps,
1939-46. — A J Rea, 8151 Dufferin
St N, PO Box 60, Concord, Ontario,
Canada, L4K 1B2.

I have in my possession a silver cup
with the inscription The Black Horse
Shooting Club, 23rd Annual Meeting.
Highest score by Corporal or Private in
Marksmen Practice. Won by Pte E
Fordan, Cairo, April 1909.” It
belonged to my Uncle Edward who
served with the 4th Dragoon Guards.
Do any readers know anything about
this shoot? — P F Jordan, 17 Durn-
dale Lane, Northfleet, Kent, DAll
8PE.

1 am trying to find out if anyone has
details of the action in which SQMS
Frederick Clark (or Clarke) of The
4th Royal Irish Dragoon Guards met
his death in the Khyber Pass in 1899
or 1900. I should like to find out if
the place of burial is known. —
Major R E Evans, 90 St Mary’s
Drive, East Preston, Littlehamp-
ton, Sussex BN16 1JB.

This year the Mercury Theatre
Group of 9 Signal Regiment, in Cyp-
rus, is celebrating 25 successive years
of drama at Ayios Nikolaos. We are
compiling a history of the group,
with a view to publishing a com-
memorative booklet, and we would
like to hear from all past members,
particularly people who were mem-
bers of MTG in its earliest years.
Also, we desperately need old prog-
rammes, photos, tickets etc, either
on loan or as donations to our arc-
hives. Loaned items will be photo-
graphed and returned with care. —
Cpl Dave Morgan (Silver Jubilee
Committee MTG), 3 Sgn, 9 Sig
Regt, BFPO 58.

My husband, formerly Gunner H
Boothroyd 880175 served with
105/119 battery, 31st Field Regiment
RA, 4th Indian Division from
1939-43. He received multiple gun
shot wounds and was sent to transit
camp in 1943 prior to returning home
in 1944. He is now in a wheelchair and
would like to hear from anyone who
cares to write, particularly old com-
rades. Among the names he remem-
bers serving with are Gunner ] §
Dolan of Sunderland, Sergeants
Rogers and Batey and Bob Gunning.
— Mrs A Boothroyd, 6 Cavalier
Court, Ingleside Drive, Stevenage,
Herts SG1 4RD.

Remembrance, St Paul’s Cathedral,
Sat 16 May at 2.30pm. Annual reun-
ion at TA Centre, Deansbrook Road,
Edgware, Middx, at 7pm same day.
Details from Major A E F Waldron
MBE, Lynsore Bungalow, Upper
Hardres, Canterbury, Kent, CT4
6EE.

The Light Infantry. Regimental
Association reunion at the LI Depot,
Shrewsbury, Sat 25 and Sun 26 July.
Details from RHQ LI, Sir John
Moore Barracks, Shrewsbury, SY3
8LZ.

The Somerset Light Infantry (PA).
Annual reunion 8pm Sat 2 May at
Royal British Legion Club, Street.
Details from Regimental Secretary,
14 Mount St, Taunton, TA1 3QE.

23 Parachute Field Ambulance
RAMC. Reunion for ex-members of
23 PFA is proposed for the evening
of 3 July 1981, the Friday preceding
Airborne” Forces Day. Anyone
interested in attending should con-
tact: $/Sgt Newton, Parachute Clear
ing Troop, 6 Field Force Ambul-
ance, Mons Bks, Aldershot, Hants,
GUI11 2LF.

14th/20th King’s Hussars. Annual
reunion Sat 2 May, Mount Royal
Hotel, London — 7 for 8pm. Details
from Home HQ, TA Centre, Clifton,
Manchester, M27 2PU.

All RA units; Hong Kong, Singa-
pore, Ceylon Stations and the Pack
Brigades: REME, S/R & AER.

continued on page 53




Combined reunion Sat 26 Sep in
Eastbourne. Details from D A
Knight, 7 Jutland House, Prospect
Vale, Woolwich, SE18 SHZ. (01-854
7376).

How observant

are you?

The rwo pictures differ in the following
respects: I Number of books on top shelf
inside shop; 2 ‘G’ in ‘REGS’; 3 Book-
seller’s right forefinger; 4 Top book
under bookseller's elbow; 5 Volume
number on bottom right shelf; 6 Width
of picture on Private Eye cover; 7 Beak
of left bird; 8 Cat’s eye; 9 Right wing of
bookseller’s collar; 10 Bookseller's right
toe-cap.

Competition

Our January competition (270)
‘Every which way’ attracted a slightly
smaller entry than usual. Most peo-
ple found three battles on the grid
(there were five in all) but some made
mistakes in answering the clues, eg
the answer to 17 was ‘policies’ not
‘promises’ and to 23 ‘pyres’ and not
‘piles’. The battles were Aart, Anzio,
Ava, Talavera and Ypres. Prizewin-
ners were: 1 — W Duggan, 21 Essex
Walk, Walcot, Swindon; 2 — D
Edwards, ‘Cornerbays’, Clos Ffordd
Isa, Prestatyn; 3 — Lt Col P Lon-

non, ‘Ponderosa’, Park Road, Ash-
tead; 4 — G Bennett, 10 Stockton,
Nr Warminster; 5 — R Travers-
Bogusz, 77 St Thomas’s Road,
Hardway, Gosport; 6 — A Caulkett,
‘A’ Coy 5 Queen’s (V), Snadfield
Terrace, Guildford; 7 — Maj A
Charlton, 6 Ashdown Drive, Fir-
wood Fold, Bolton; 8 — P Dight, 55
Corbett Road, Hollywood, Nr Bir-
mingham.

Collectors’ corner

Mr D MacBride, 134 Knilworth
Cres, Greenock, Strathclyde, PR16
9DY. Seeks ‘Regimental Marches of
the British Army, Vol 2°, record or
casseite.

Mr A J McKechnie, Kings Arms
Cottage, Fore St, Chulmleigh, N
Devon. Wishes to exchange military
modelling magazines 1971 to 1977 for

pre 1955 SOLDIER Magazines. Send

SAE for list.

R J C Darley, 39 College Court,
Hayle Road, Maidstone, Kent,
MEI1S 6PB. Sull searching: Has any-
one the two Royal Military School cap
badges with Edward VII and Victoria
cyphers for sale?

Mr T Bate, 5 Church St, Wymes-
wold, Leicestershire, LE12 6TX.
Wants USMC Para wings, US Air
Assault wings, US Para & Glider
wings, USN & USAAF pilot/aircrew

wings, WWII USAAF shoulder
patches, US Airborne shoulder patches.
Will exchange for equivalemt UK/
commonwealth/foreign insignia.

P Spencer, 18 Shelton Fields, The
Mount, Shrewsbury, Salop. Wishes to
purchase any meerschaum, antique,
oriental or unusual pipes, or smoking
paraphernalia.

D Smart, 172 Club Avenue, Ashlea
Gardens, - 0181 Pretoria, South
Africa. Wants manuals and books on
military law, court-martials etc. Par-
ticular titles sought — Sir Charles
Napier's ‘Remarks on Military Law’
and T § Stmmons’ ‘The Constitution

and Practice of Court-Martials.” Will:

pay fair prices and answer all letters.

Gen Natale Dodoli, Accademia Mili-
tare, Modena, Italy. Reguires naval
wall crests, especially of fighting ships.
Will purchase or trade with Italian
Army wall crests, enamelled coloured.

M ] Laker, 36 Oatlands Drive,
Otley, Yorks, LS21 2AY. Wishes to
purchase cloth/metal badges of wartime
Polish, Czech, Belgian forces.

D ] Barnes, 21 Bury New Road,
Ramsbottom, Greater Manchester,
BLO OBT. Seeks photos of members of
British Armed Forces 1850s to date.
Anything reasonably priced considered.

D M Whitecross, 179 Wyoming Ave,
Berario, 2195 Johannesburg, South

Aftics. Wans British Dacions snd =

metal shoulder titles. Has similar South
African and some British items to swop.

R Knight, 14 St Fames S1, Clitheroe,
Lancs. Wants combat knives etc. books
on Northern Ireland and combat
(DPM) trousers (size 40W, 32L) as
new. Will offer badges of QVC, KC
and many Nazi items.

M Harvey, Higher Sutton, South
Milton, Nr Kingsbridge, Devon.
Wishes to buy “Para® wings of any
country. Please state price, or trade for
other badges, mags, and items of general

Mrs I Stephen, 12 Wannock Close,
Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex, TN40 28Q.
Seeks books ‘Freely I served,” by S
Sosabowski and ‘Men of Amhem’ by
Tom Angus.

J Corbin, 4 Wynd Close, West Staf-
ford, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8AJ.
Has for sale 100-plus military Div and
Corps flashes of different countries. £50
o.n.o0.

Malcolm Scott, 13 Crawley Avenue,
Hebburn, Tyne & Wear,
NE31 2LU. Is interested in obtaining
foreign banknotes old and new in good
to perfect condition to start collection.
Funds limited. Has small quantity of
Army staybrights in mint condition and
a few buttons to offer in exchange for
reasonable quannties of notes.

See-the-Army

DIARY

Household Division).

14 Glencorse Open Day (Scotish Infantry Depot).
20 Ashford Extravaganza (1 Queen’s Band) (20-21 June).

20 City of Leicester Tattoo.

23 Royal Highland Show, Edinburgh (23-26 June). 4
24 Lincs Agriculrural Show, Lincoln (24-25 June).
26 International Air Tattoo, Greenham Common (Lt Div Band; Red

Devils) (26-28 June).

27 Wembley Military Musical Pageant (40 bands, Corps of Drums,
Pipes & Drums) (27 evening-28 afternoon June). ;
27 Royal Signals ‘At Home’ Catterick (R Signals Band; Jnr Regt

Royal Signals Display Team).

JULY 1981

1 Royal Norfolk Show, Norwich (1-2 July).

Additions and amendments to last month’s list are in bold
type. Please remember though that events are sometimes
altered, postponed or cancelled so always check before
setting out. We hope too that organisers will advise us of
any changes so that we can keep readers fully in the picture.
Dates for September will be featured next month

MAY 1981

4 Lydiard Park.

16 Hinckley Tattoo, Leics (16-17 May).

16 General Assembly Church of Scotland, Edinburgh (1 Para Band
CD) (16-22 May).

20 West Midlands Agricultural Show, Shrewsbury (20-21 May)
(1st Queen’s Lancs Band and Drums, LI School of Music
Band; White Helmets, Flying Bugles, RG] Freefall).

23 International Clan Gathering, Edinburgh (1 Gordons Band)
(23-30 May).

24 Loughborough Tattoo, Leics (24-25 May).

25 Derby County Show.-

25 Herts County Day, Hertford.

27 Suffolk Show, Ipswich (1, 2 and 3 R Anglian Bands) (27-28 May).

30 St Neots Riverside Festival, Cambs (30-31 May) (White Hel-
mets).

30 1st rehearsal for Queen’s Birthday Parade (Massed Bands, Pipes
& Drums Household Division).

JUNE 1981

2 Beating Retreat, Horse Guards (Massed Bands, Pipes & Drums
Household Division) (2«4 June).

5 Ripon Weekend (RE Band) (5-7 June).

6 Sutton Coldfield RSC Open Day (JLRRA Band; RA para team,
JLRRA Gymnastics).

6 2nd rehearsal The Queen’s Birthday Parade (Massed Bands, Pipes
& Drums Household Division).

8 geazgng Retreat, Horse Guards (Irish Regiments Massed

s).

11 South of England Show (Queen’s Division Band) (11-13 June).

12 Essex Show, Chelmsford (3 R Anglian Band) (12-13 June).

13 Water Spectacular, Nottingham (13-14 June).

13 The Queen’s Birthday Parade (Massed Bands, Pipes & Drums

4 %;:iy Open Day, RPC TRG Centre, Northampton (3 R Anglian
).
7 Basingstoke Carnival (Red Devils) (7-11 July).
10 Southampton Show (POW Div Band; RG] Freefall) (10-12 July).
11 gglc‘i(:orps weekend ‘At Home’ Aldershot (RCT (Northumbrian)

).

11 Corby Highland Games, Northants (11-12 July).

11 Royal British Legion, Scotland, Royal Review, Holyrood Park,
Edinburgh (1 Gordons Band, 1 Para Band).

15 The Royal Tournament, Earls Court (Massed Bands of Royal
Marines, Royal Signals Band, Netherlands Marine Corps Band;
Display Teams: Field Guns, King's Troop, White Helmets, RAF
Queen’s Colour Squadron) (15 July-1 August).

14 Great Yorkshire Show, Harrogate (1 DWR Band) (14-16 July).

15 Army Expo for Schools, Bassingbourn, Cambs. (! ’s Div Jnr
School of Music Band; Red Devils, R Sigs Jnr Di Team)
(15-17 July).

18 Bournemouth Air Pageant (R Signals Band; Red Devils) (18-19

July).
21 East of England Show, Peterborough, Cambs (21-23 July).
23 Nottingham Army Display (RA Motorcycles) (23-25 July).
24 Northampton Show (24-26 July).

30 Folkstone Tattoo (Queen’s Div, Para Regt Bands) (30-31 July).

AUGUST 1981

5 Cardiff Searchlight Tattoo (WG, RCT and Drums, WRAC,
QDG, 1 RRW and Drums, I R Irish, 1 DWR, 1 R Hamps and
Drums, 1 6/5 L) (5-15 August).

5 I'Iggr:lh )Devon Show (1 Devon & Dorsets, Corps of Drums; Red

vils).

12 Edinburgh Military Tattoo (Regimental Band Scots Guards, 2
Scot Div, 1 Para) (Bands of Scots Guards, Royal Hi
Fusiliers, Black Watch, Argyll and Sutherland Hi
Para) (12-August-5 September).

14 Reading Show (14-15 August).

14 Shrewsbury Flower Show (14-15 Aug). (Bands of Blues and
Royals, Coldstream Gds, RAOC and 1st Queen’s Lancs).

29 Expo Steam, Peterborough, Cambs (REME Band) (29-31

ugust).

30 Uffington White Horse Show (Lt Div Band; RG] Freefall) (30-31

August). :
30 QUEXPO (1 Queen’s Band) (30-31 August).

s, 1




Russell Williams, coach to the top notch London University
Rowing Team says:

“Weight training is essential for anyone who wants to keep fit and
in good shape. whilst building extra strength. Now, Weider bring

you a superb home gym which will banish flab and bulge and get
you fit and into shape fast. the way the professionals do™
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Complete

BODY SHAPING

Home Gymnasium

@ DEMOLISHES flab, bulge,
and muscular weakness.

@BUILDS the new trimmer,
firmer, stronger you!

YOU
GET

WEIDER

‘BODYSHAPING o -

5 BARBELL/ o
- DUMBELL SET i
L A real 'space b 4 "’"f s
el A age’ set of & P
interlocking s T ey

i~ training hL= :‘ 3

OLYMPIAN ‘BODY- . ighis. Each is i
SHAPING® EXERCISE BENCH _gsvered in rich
A rugged full up- durable blue vinyl - ; 5

won't rust, won't scratch 4
floors and silent in use.

SET INCLUDES: A

1.5 metre solid steel bar: chrome £49_ 95
plated knurled revolving barbell sleeve:

6 Quick-Lok metal inside collars: 2 Quick-Lok metal outside collars: 4x4.5kg: 4x2.5kg: 4x 1
kg vinyl interlocking plates: 2 x 35.5 cm solid steel Dumbell Bars with chrome plated revolving
with or without the sleeves. 40 page illustrated course plus 6 wallcharts Total weight 45kas.

help of weights. PRICE £49.95 DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR! Y

holstered and beau-
tifully finished train-
ing bench for home
use. Can be used to
perform many flab
killing and strength
building exercises

It's fully adjustable and can be
quickly dismantled for easy stor-
age. Comes with fully illustrated
course of exercises. If it's right for
professionals, it’s right for you!

PRICE £39.95 DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR.

TR SIS, TR merE e STRSTErS Ve TR ST
HOW TO ORDER for prompt delivery — post your order to:

CRAVEN HOUSE (DEPT. SDO5KF), 22 CHURCH STREET. GODALMING, SURREY GU7 1JD.

I enclose cheque/ postal orders value €.........0R debit my
Access /Visa account Or telephone your credit card

Yes. | want to really get rid of flab and bulge. shape up,
improve my health and fitness. Please send me the items 1

have noted below. | understand that if 1 am unhappy with my order:- Teledata O1-200-0200 ANYTIME
UNIQUE ONE YEAR purchase in any way | may return it for a full refund any time CardNO.. L5 o iaviie s ma airai Slgnature. ..........iasisrens
MONEY BACK UNDERTAKING within one year i oAl

Weider products are made to the exacting standards of BLE B 0 NAME ........conavnemisninilavetanasassesrepntnnenEeaess
the world s professional sportsmen and athletes. We are QTY. ITEM PRICE ‘- ADDRESS . ... o0 o7 yieitastansss sbisbbsnsdesressatas by

confident to invite you fo test this superb pro_fess;fonm‘ 75 Kg BODYSHAPING !Ty.‘SPAID
m ment in your own home — let a the . % e iiireeerieseessesnaesiiinas s« cRog No.- 1130024
toui e s : OLYMPIAN DYSH N 95 Your order will be despatched promptly by rnonmruporl to

family use it and improve their health and fitness. [f you
are not completely happy with your purchase you may
return any or all items for a full refund anytime within one

your front door. See and buy the above ltems and a full range
of Weider equipment at the following Weider shops:
«LONDON: Charing Cross Underground Station Shopping

SAVE £1

HE R
BODYSHAPING' HOME GYM| CARRIAGE PAIDY

year! Craven House ( SDOSKF ) 22 Church Streetl.
Godalming. Surrey

Arcade. sBIRMINGHAM: 22 Snowhill. Queensway.
e AR USRI IO p— R AR SEEeEm
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Formby’'s legend
lives on—thanks/
to TA's Gerry

CAPTAIN GERRY NICHOLAS of the
Territorial Army — with four famous false
teeth insured for £250 each — has been a
devotee and subsequent unswerving imper-
sonator of the late ukelele-playing George
Formby since the age of three.

He puts it all down to wartime cinema
visits with his mum, brothers and sisters
who regularly patronised the picture palaces
to avoid the air raids by Goering’s
marauding Luftwaffe.

Gerry, a 42-year-old freelance publicity
consultant, Lancashire-reared but living in
Taunton, is one of a dozen-strong United
Kingdom Land Forces ‘pool’ of part-time
Territorial Army public relations officers.
He is attached to the 6th Battalion, The
Light Infantry (Volunteers) and has been
with the TA since November 1962, joining
the UKLF squad of public image-builders
last November.

He still recalls his war-time cinema excur-
sions: “My mother thought going to the
pictures was the ideal way of dodging the air
raids and we would have a better chance to

.- survive them. I used to go nearly every day
and I soon became enamoured with the
characters Formby used to portray in his
films. I remember them vividly because I
have got perfect recall. I'd seen all 22 of his
films by the time I was nine.”

So badly bitten was he by the Formby bug
that today he not only has half-a-dozen
banjo-ukeleles — banjeleles — in his totally
Thirties-decored terrace house but is now on
his fourth set of specially-sculpted ‘buck’
teeth. And his adulation shows no sign of
abating as he strives to recreate the golden
moments of his idol’s career during what he
affectionately terms ‘‘the days of wind-up
grams and bread queues”.

But while Formby in his screen roles
always got the girl in the end, bachelor
Gerry says he is still waiting.

A journalist by belated profession — he
was first taken on as a “‘seasoned trainee” at
26 on Lancashire’s Ashton-Under-Lyne
Reporter on the strength of his TA bulletin

STORY: GRAHAM SMITH

compilation — Gerry has been “messing
about” with ukeleles since the age of five.

“Some people think it’s crazy what I do,
singing Formby at clubs and parties but, at
the risk of appearing certifiable, I think it’s
all worth it,” says Gerry who acquired his
original toothsome foursome of dentures
plus plate with the help of access to dental
mechanic files on his Wigan-born idol.

“I had to have four teeth out anyway,”
Gerry maintains, “and the dentures were
installed after studying literally hundreds of
photographs, obtained from places like the
British Film Institute, showing Formby
sideways on, straight on and, indeed, from
every aspect showing off his teeth.

I was deeply broken up
when Formby died”’

“My idea was to get my impersonation of
Formby perfect or, as near as I could get to
it. Over the years when I was a kid, I used to
practise his grin but I couldn’t get it right
with my naturally small teeth. Never have I
claimed to look like Formby. My jaw bone
construction is quite different. Formby, for
instance, had a pod-shaped mouth. And his
teeth, incidentally, were all his own.”

Gerry wanted to meet Formby the man
and freely admits that, as a teenager, he
hounded the star while he was playing vari-
ous theatres. On one particular week he sat
in the same seat in the same row every night
simply studying his style!

“] was immature and very ndive then. I
used to spend all my money following him
round the country,” says Gerry. “I liked
what I saw. He was the archetypal English
working man, epitomising all the aspirations
of the under-privileged and disadvantaged
sections of society. He lifted the gloom of
the mills away. Leeds and Bradford, by
comparison today, are like miniature Dus-
seldorfs.”

And his verdict on Formby, with whom he *

managed to snatch 15 minutes one rain-

sodden night outside the Manchester Opera

) %1 House?

“He was very like the characters he
played on the stage, a child-like character in
the nicest sense of the word,” says Gerry
with sincere reverence. “He was not so
much naive as incapable of lying when
human relationships were concerned. He
was incredibly honest. Almost tactless.

™ Absolutely innocent.”

Gerry had met his idol in 1958. The star,
then 53, was ‘“haggard, distraught, highly-
strung, extremely morose, with more lines
on his face than a map of Europe.”

Formby was to die three years later on
March 6, 1961, in a Preston hospital only 12
days after admission following a heart
attack.

Yet just a fortnight before, Gerry had
given him his own personal collection of 280
Formby records which were gratefully ack-
nowledged by the man at his St Annes-on-
Sea home.

“I was deeply broken up when Formby
died, primarily because I had fought a
one-man campaign to get him back into the
position he was in the 30s and 40s. I was
derided in this by no less a person than
Formby himself,”” Gerry recalls.

He had rung the star at his St Anne’s
home offering encouragement to an
obviously depressed entertainer who said he
was ‘finished and had it.’

Gerry, at that moment, was doing a two-
on-two-off guard duty at RAF North Coates
near, Grimsby as 3526431 SAC Nicholas
G.V.F.

Eight times on television — twice on
Nationwide — Gerry’s repertoire of imper-
sonations also includes such great names as
Max Miller, Maurice Chevalier, Al Jolson,
Frank Randle (a particular favourite), Rob
Wilton, Old Mother Riley, and Laurel and
Hardy. But Formby is his great love that
time has done nothing to diminish.

For Gerry Nicholas his death, 20 years
ago, was a personal thing. “The tragedy for
me was that I had just got to know him
properly. Secondly, I was deeply upset to
visit his St Anne’s home to see it thrown
open to the maudlin curious who had come
to view the sale of his most treasured and
private possessions — right down to his vest
and underpants!”

He added: “I would like to see the revival
of provincial theatre variety. I think people
are too sophisticated today. Formby was a
legend in his own lifetime. If there was one
word which would sum him up it would
have to be ‘simplicity’. All imitation of him
is a tribute to the man.”

Gerry, who gives a one-man, two-hour
show of former variety playhouse favourites,
is prepared to give his services free to any
Service unit — especially Northern Ireland
— in return for his fare, accommodation an
loan of stage equipment. .

If Formby for him was a “compelling
theatrical fantasy” what, then, of the mili-
tary Mr Nicholas who joined the TA as an
officer cadet with the 9th Battalion, The
Manchester Regiment at Ashton-Under-
Lyne in November 1962?

“In my day-to-day journalistic work, my
TA duties with the 6th Battalion, The Light
Infantry and other matters I'm a very
business-like operator with no time for fan-
tasy or ideas of being anybody else. I'm
simply Gerry Nicholas” . . . says Gerry
Nicholas. @
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STAREV-CRIGHTON LTD.

939,943 LINCOLN ROAD, WALTON, PETERBOROUGH. Tel 7183673543

THE EUROPEAN CONNECTION

Starey Crighton & Fairways have over 28
vears experience in the forces motoring
requirements. Therefore we can offer a
most comprehensive exchange system
Part exchange your car in the UK. or
Cyprus and with our combined resources
we can supply your new vehicle for UK,
Cyprus or Europe

We have available the following guotations are available for credit terms
U.K. (Duty paid) ........ . Colt, Saab from the above address or NAAFI finance
Germany . ... Saab, Ford, Vauxhall, Colt and insurance. Hire purchase settlement
(Duty free with U K. delivery) and cash allowances for outstanding
Cyprus (Duty free) ............... Colt customs clearance

EUROPE

COLT

We have a delivery/collection service from For a Professional Service use the
airports or docks in the UK. Written European Connection.

FRIRWAY MOTOR ENTERPRISES

LARNACA Tel: 52169 LIMASSOL Tel: 710178 NICOSIA Tel: 420378 CYPRUS

?
TIME FOR A NEW CAREER: Sgt. Reid, Royal Artillery, saved at

least £700 doing it!!

You can still build your own canoes usin%;_ TRYLON moulds and
materials and save at least HALF THE COST of buying ready made.
WINDSOR LIFE offers a career in sales and sales management with the Choose from our range of 10 up to date designs.

added security of salary, excellent commission, expenses, house purchase Mould hire available; Ask about our Canoe Building Demonstra-

assistance, pension scheme, free life assurance & opportunities abroad San d 1981 ran fC A i
If you have less than 2 years to serve and are interested in learning more, 0I5 BRICH OulE range otiLanoe ACESas0ieS:

write to: Find out more by writing or phoning:
Grp Capt J. F. Edgington, TRYLON LTD., WOLLASTON, NORTHANTS.
Windsor Life Assurance Co. Ltd., Tel: Wellingborough (0933) 664275.

Royal Albert House, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1BE.

T-SHIRTS AND SWEATSHIRTS ETC.

PRINTED TO YOUR OWN DESIGN ™!
BY PROFESSIONAL
‘ SILK SCREEN PRINTERS

*Mini;;u:r. 1uanti:’1; :

il ol o PREMIER T-SHIRTS Degpt. SLD Freepost
#* All prices fully inclusive

plsoasis witd| BOWTHORPE NORWICH NRS 9BR TEL.(0603) 745018

guarantee ™ Advertising Promotions Events Fund raising Advertising Promotions Evgﬂts Fund raising

et g 2

#* Competitive prices ;§ NAME & RANK <%, SLD 3
* World wide service : o0 ), 2
? ADDRESS BN AT §
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g (CAPITAL LETTERS PLEASE) 3

3 NO POSTAGE STAMP NECESSARY-WE PAY THE POSTAGE §
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DURING THE LAST WAR Sergeant
Crotchet was dropped behind enemy lines to
drum up some information of note for the
War Office. He designed a simple code so
that, when written down, his messages
would look ar first glance like a musical
score. The code had to be very simple
because his contact in London who would
decode it had no knowledge of music and was
tone-deaf.

Sergeant Crotchet used the position of the
eight notes of the octave, which are a tone
apart, and arranged these on the ‘stave’ (that
is, the grid of five lines and four spaces on
which music is written) but ignoring the top
line. To the front of some notes he added a
‘sharp’ or ‘fla ) to make that
particular note a semi-tone higher or a
semi-tone lower.

He was lucky to be able to discard the
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THE TRUMPET
VOLUNTEER

letter Y and Z from his coded alphabet. To
test his system he first sent four well known
tunes associated with his unit to London.
What were the titles of these four tunes and
what unit did Sergeant Crotchet belong to?

The competition is open to all readers at
home or overseas and the closing date is
Monday 6 July. The answer and winners’
names will appear in the September issue of
SOLDIER. More than one entry can be
submitted but each must be accompanied by
a ‘Competition 274" label. Winners will be
drawn by lots from correct entries. Entries
using OHMS envelopes or pre-paid labels
will be disqualified.

Send your answers by postcard or letter
with the Competition 274 label from this

.page and your name and address to:

Editor
SOLDIER
Ordnance Road
Aldershot
Hants

GU11 2DU.
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Prizes

£15

£10

£5

£3

Two books
SOLDIER free
for six months
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OR’s — OFFICER'S BADGES A SPECIALITY

SEND SAE., OR INT. POSTAL COUPON FOR EXTENSIVE
LIST TO:- MISS J.D. NICHOLLS, MAIL
ORDER DEPT.,"HENRY DU BORA", 20 WELLINGTON ST.
ALDERSHOT HANTS. GU11 1DZ. UK.
OR TELEPHONE US ON ALDERSHOT 22668

D id you know that we stock
U mpteen items of X

O riginal Govt. Slrnlus?
IR apid mail-order service
A nd satisfaction guaranteed

Wishech
Cambridgeshire

New detached 3 bedroom houses from £21,500
complete with garage, gas central heating, fitted
kitchen with walk-in pantry, half tiled utility, col-
oured fully tiled bathroom, 2 w.c.s.

Ideal retirement area, convenient for Norfolk Coast.
Photograph and Brochure on request.

Allison (Contractors) Limited, Dept S.D. West Elloe
Avenue, Spalding, Lincs. Tel (0775) 4701 Telex 32649.

DISCOUNT VIDEO

FROM: DISCOUNT-DISC, 78 LICHFIELD ST.,
WOLVERHAMPTOMN, W. MIDLANDS.
TEL: 773399

(ANl chequesPOs payable: Discount-Disc)

RETAILURENTAL MAIL ORDER VIDEO SERVICE
40 CURRENT TOP-SELLERS:

(Army members may deduct 10% off prices shown!!)

1 The Deerhunter £39.95 21 The Stud £39.95
2 One Flew Over
ICuckoo’s Nest £40.00 22 The Bitch £39.95
3 Convoy £39.95 23 Babyface (adult) £39.95
4 Can't Stop the Music  £39.95 24 Electric Blue
Vol. 1-5 (adult) ea, £29,95
5 The Rose
— Bette Midler £3995 25 Wanderers £39.95
6 Battlestar Galactica £39.95 26 The Muppet Movie £29.95
7 Lemon Popsicle £39.95 27 Porridge £20.95 -
8 EICid £39.95 28 Phantasm £39.95
9 The Eagle has Landed £39.95 29 Breaking Glass £34.95
10 Mnnt& Python &
Holy Grail £29.95 30 Scum £39.95
11 Rising Damp £29.95 31 Blondie £34.95
12 Jaws 1 o0r2 each £39.95 32 Enter the Dragon £34.95
13 Straw Dogs £39.95 33 Dirty Harry £39.95
14 Blazing Saddles £39.95 34 Magnum Force £39.95
15 Smokey & Bandit £39.95 35 Bonnie & Clyde £39.95
16 The Warriors £39.95 36 Grease £39.95
17 The Omen £34.95 37 Saturday Night Fever £39.95
18 Elvis — The Movie £39.95 38 Woodstock £30.85
19 M.ASH. £34.95 39 Norma Rae £34.95
20 The Exorcist £39.95 40 Soldier Blue (uncut) £34.95

Blank Tapes: 3 hr (VHS/Betamax) 1 — £8.50, 5 — £8 each (inc. P & P).

EXCHANGE OFFER: Return video within 3 days of receipt together with £5 (+
£1 P & P) for replacement of choice.

RENTAL CLUB: Membership fee £6 {Army personnel £5). Rental £5 (+ €1 P &
P) for 5 days. A refundable £20 bond is required with initial rental (Army
personnel £10 bond). A few titles cannot be rented or exchanged.
GUARANTEE: 48 hour despatch or money back.

WHEN ORDERING: State VHS or Betamax.

POP RECORDS & TAPES ALSO (Singles £1.15, LPs £5.25 inc. P & P).

POST, PACKING & INSURANCE: {1 per tape (UK & BFPO), 3 tapes free.
OVERSEAS PERSONNEL: State country and machine used.

SAE for further details — catalogue free to members.

Over 1000 titles can be supplied — promptly!

LEAVING

THE

SERVICE?

UNCERTAIN ABOUT JOB
PROSPECTS IN THE AREA OF
YOUR CHOICE?

Then this is your opportunity to start a new career, that is not
only extremely rewarding but offers excellent prospects for
promotion to management level in most areas

The L.1.S. Group, now members of Pioneer Mutual, special-
ists in Lite Assurance — Finance — Investment — Mortgages,
offer all personnel a chance to join the many successful ex-
Servicemen in the Insurance industry and within our Group.

Many of whom are earning considerably more
than £6,000 per annum.
Why not contact our Recruiting Manager and let him

explain how YOU could become a member of one of today's
most progressive companies in the insurance industry

We would very much like to talk to you. so write or
telephone, or complete the coupon below

e e ————— — — — — — — — — ——

To: The L.I.S. Group of Companies
Coltishall Hall
Coltishall, Norwich, Norfolk NR12 7AG
Tel: Norwich 737 771

Please send me details of the opportunities available with the L 1S
Group

Name Age
Address

Area in which work required

Telephone Number

B.F.B.S.-U.Ks very own singing superstar

AJ WEBBER

Her new album

“OF THIS LAND”

Includes

“Dear Auntie Vera,” “Clevedon Pier”, “Oceans Away".

Send cheque or money order £4-50 inc. p&p to:
GUNDOG RECORDS, P.O. BOX 6, RINGWOOD,
HAMPSHIRE BH24 3PD.

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT
FOR THE PROFESSIONAL

May Day Survival Kit Neat comprehensive professional kit.

KCB 701 Combat Knife  Includes wirecutters and screwdriver.

Aircrew Survival Knile Leather handle with hammer head. Tan leather sheath,
sharpening stone and thongs.

Field First Aid Kit Double wrapped in waterproof pouch.

Mini Cooker Lightweight alcohol jelly stove with burner stand

Also Flare Kits, Firelighting Sets, Mini-compasses, Windproof Matches, efc, eic, efc.

Ask your P.R.l. or send 50p (stamps ok) for fully illustrated

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT CATALOGUE

by return from

\ll:viv.u, AIDS LTD (0t 50)
Moriand, Pearith, Cosbria, CA10 AN, 9K

Telephone 09314 307 P.R.I. enquiries welcome
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Cars like the new Ford Escort with its advanced design and
superb value —voted by motoring journalists from 16 countries as the

“Car of the Year 1981". Cars like the Fiesta Popular. Astonishing value

for only £2388*.
| And with the new features being introduced into most of the
| range, a Ford becomes an outstanding buy.

You'll find new features such as head restraints, push-button
radio, a centre console and clock in the Fiesta L. A trip recorder,
passenger door mirror and a quartz clock have been added to the
Cortina L. Tinted glass, opening rear quarter vents, a centre armrest and
glovebox are being built into the Capri GL. A remote-controlled driver’s
door mirror in the Granada L. And that’s only a few of the new added-
value features.

There are special discounts on cars for NATO forces and, of
course, all Ford vehicles are fully equipped to meet B.F.G. legal
requirements which include continental headlamps, rear fog lamps,

7 passenger door mirror and rear seat belts.
/4 ‘. ‘ \ For more of a car, think about a Ford.
ol SRS, - ST =

ay,

*Maximum tax-free price includes front seat belts.
Delivery and number plates at extra cost.
Price correct at time of going to press.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE WHOLE RANGE OF 1981 FORDS JUST CONTACT:
ANY FORD DEALER IN BRITAIN, YOUR LOCAL NAAFI CAR SALES SHOWROOM OR OFFICE, OR FORD WEILER, MONCHENGLADBACH, WEST GERMANY,
NIEBAUM AND HAMACHER, HERFORD, WEST GERMANY. NATOCARS, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET.

FORD PERSONAL IMPORT EXPORT LIMITED @ZZ20)







